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ADVERTISEMENT. 

The  present  Volume  embraces  the  Period  from  the 
Accession  of  King  George  the  First,  in  the  month  of 
August  1714,  to  the  Meeting  of  the  Sixth  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain  (being  the  Second  of  the  said  King's  Reign} 
in  the  month  of  October  1722.  The  Materials  have 
been  principally  collected  fix>m  the  following  Works : 
1.  The  Journals  of  the  House  of  Lords  :  2.  The  Journals 
of  the  House  of  Commons:  3:  The  Political  Su^te.of 
Great  Britain,  by  Mr.  A,  Boyer;  of  which  Chandler's 
History  and  Proceedings  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
during  this  period,  is  a  careless  Abridgment :  4.  The 
Historical  Register:  5.  Timberland's  History  and  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  Hou^e  of  Lords:  6.  Tindal's  Continuation 
of  Rapin's  History  of  England:  and,  7.  Mr,  Coxe's 
Memoirs  of  the  Life  and  Administration  of  Sir  Robert 
Walpole;  together  with  the  valuable  original  Correspond- 
ence and  authentic  Papers  contained  therein. 

The  whole  of  the  very  import|int  Proceedings,  relating 
to  the  fatal  South  Sea  Project,  have  been  detailed  with 
great  accuracy :  and  it  is  confidently  presumed,  that  the 
Reader  will  find  in  the  following  pages,  the  fullest  and 
most  complete  History  of  that  disastrous  Scheme,  from 
the  first  Proposition  of  the  South  Sea  Company  to  Par- 
liament, in  January  1720,  to  the  pac^sing  of  the  Bill  of 
Pains  and  Penalties  against  the  Directors  of  the  said 
Company,  in  July  1721,  that  has  hitheito  appeared. 

February  I,  1811. 
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Agaiast  rejecting  a  Petition  of  the  City  of  London  touching 
the  Bill  relating^to  the  Plague,  930. 
1 3.    Against  rejecting  a  Motion  for  repealing  some  Clauses  of  the 

Quarantine  Act,  933. 
19.    Against  rejecting  a  Motion  for  Sir  George  Byng's  Instructions 

concerning  the  Action  against  the  Spanish  Fleet^  935. 
21.    Against  passhig  the  Muthiy  Bill,  93(S. 
mS.    9m.  15.    On  the  Navy  D^,  940. 

17.  Against  rejecting  a  Petition  of  the  London  plergy  against  the 

Quakers'  Affirmation  Bill,  944. 

18.  Against  the  passing  of  ^  Quakers'  Affirmatiop  Bill,  946. 

25.    Against  rejecting  a  Motion  for  the  Instructions  relating  to  the 

witish  Squadrons  sent  into  the  Baltic  for  several  Yean 

pM*,953. 

Against  the  Resolutions  touching  the  Nary  Debt,  955. 

Feb.     L    Against  rejecting    a    Motion,     That    victualling  the  Ships 

abroad  was  one  dause  of  the  Increase  of  the  Nary  Debt,  958. 

3.    On  refusing  to  adjourn  when  the  Lord  Chancellor  came  too  late 

to  the  House,  960. 
LS.    On  njecting  the  Bill  for  the  better  securing  the  Freedcw  of 
Elections,  906. 
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1772.    Feb.  19.    Against  expunging  a  IVotest  on  rejectiag  the  Bill  for  the  better 
securing  the  Freedom  of  Elections,  970. 
Against  adjourning  the  Consideration  of  the  Navy  Debt,  970« 
20.    On  the  National  Debt,  972» 
Mar.   2.    Against  passmg  a  Bill  relating  to  the  Running  of  Goods,  974. 
3.^   Against  a  New  Standing  Order  concerning  the  entering  of 
Protests,  976. 
Against  ezpuneing  Part  of  the  Pkt>te8t  of  the  1 9th  of  Feb.  con* 

cerning  the  Navy  Debt,  978. 
Against  expunging  the  Protest  of  the  20th  of  Feb.  relating  to 
the  National  Debt,  978. 
5.    Against  estpunffing  the  Protest  of  the  17th  of  Jan.  against  the 
Qoakenf' Affirmatibn  Bill,  979. 


1715.    June  9. 


VIIL    .REPORTS. 

From  the  Secret  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  relathig 
to  the  late  Negociations  of  Peace  and  Commerce,  &c.  ^He^ 
ported  by  the  &ght  Hon.  fiobert  Walpole,  Chairman  of  the 
said  Committee,  j^^)pendix,  i. 

Sept.  20.    Of  the   Committee   of  Secrecy   respecting   Mr.    Matthew 

Prior,  214. 
1717.    Dec.  21.    Made  by  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  Master  of  the  Mint,  concclrning 

the  State  of  the  Gold  and  Silver  Coins,  525 
172L    Feb.  Id.    First,  of  the  Committee  of  Secrecy  on  the  Proceedings  of  the 

Soyth  Sea  Company,  711.     Second  Report,  748.     Third 

Report,  784.     Fourth  Report,  797.      Fifth  Report,  S02. 

Sixth  Report,  811.    Seventh  Report,  837.  .    ^ 

ApriLi7.    From  the  Committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  Value  of 
the  Estates  of  the  South  Sea  Directors,  780. 


IX.    OFFICERS  OF  STATE. 

FtnoiufiUmg  the  ieomd  H^  tltfiea  MCfturcA  and  Suue  Jrom  the  Accasim  qfiSng 
George  the  Bra,  m  Augim  1714,  to  the  Meeting  qf  the  Sixth  ParHament  ^  Greni 
Britfdn* 

ABCMftlSHOPS. 

1715.    Archbishop  of  Canterbury  •...    William  Wake,  translated  from  Lincoln. 

171S     ..-•..  of  York  i^^^  William  Dawes,  bart  translated  from 

^     Chester. 

Bishops. 

1714.    Bishop  rf  St  Asaph    John  Wynne. 

1715. Bangor   ••• Benjamin  Homily,  transbkltd  to  Hereford. 

1781. -^ Richitrd  Reynolds 
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1714 CoTeotryandlitcbfield  Edward  Cbandter. 

171ft •  .  .  St.  Davids Adam  Ottley. 

171i Ely 4 William  Fleetwood.    , 

I71& Exeter Lancelit  BUckbum. 

1714 Gloucester Ricbard  Willit,  translated  to  SaKsbory. 

1721.    -----  — Joseph  Wilcocks. 

npt. Hereford Philip  Besse,  translated  to  St.  DaTids. 

1781.    -  -  -  - Bei\jamin  Hoadly. 

1706. Landaff  .^ J^hn  Tyler.  *;^ 

1715.  .....  Lincoln Edmund  Gib*^.         ""^ 

1713.    - London John  Rob^n«on.  ^ 

1707. Norwich* ^ Charles  Trimnell.  *^ 

1721.    -  .'- Tbonm  Green. 

1715. Oxford John  Potter.  •-     , 

1691. Peterborough Richard  Cumberland. 

17ia White  Kennet. 

ITIS.  -\ -Rochester  Francis Atierbury. 

1715. Salisbury William  Talbot. 

1721 Richard  Willis. 

1707.  -  -  -  -  -Winchester    ...» Sir  Jonathan  Trelawney,  bart. 

1721.  ... Charles  Trimnell. 

im. Worcester William  Doyd.  ' 

1717.  -  -  .  • John  Hough. 

1098.  -.-■•-  Carlisle William  Nicholson. 

17I&  .  . Samuel  Bradford. 

1713.  ...  -  -Chester Francis  Gastrell. 

1674.  -  -  .  •  -  Durham •*•••••  Nathaniel,  Lord  Crew. 

Loan  High  Chamcellors. 

1714.  *  William,  Lord  Cowper,  Sept.  21. 

171&  Thomas,  Lord  Parker,  May  !&    Created  Viscount  Parker,  and 

Earl  of  Macclesfield,  Not.  5, 1721. 

-   PaiMCiPAL  StcasTARias  of  Statb. 

1714.    Sept.  17.    Charles,  Visconnt  Towiishend,  vice  Viscount  Bolingbroke., 

24.    Jamea  Stanhope,  esq.  afterwards  Earl  Stanbopa,  vice  W.  Brom- 

1716.  Jyne  il^*    Paul  Metfauen,  esq.  during  the  absence  of  Earl  Stanhope. 

1717.  April  10.    Chariea,  Earl  of  Sunderiand,  ?ioe  Lord  Stanhope. . 

Joarph  Addison,  esq.  vice  Lord  Townsbend* 
Vot,  Vn.  d  '  r"  T 
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1718.    Mar.  14.    J«m«9  C>ag§^  eiq.  vioe  Miv  AMiiMk 

18.    James,  Barl  Stanhope,  ▼!€«  Lord  SvadtfiteiAi 
1721.    f^b.   6.    Clmrki^  Viaco«EtTowBihend,ficeLef4Statthop». 

Mar.  4.   Jolu,  Laid  Carteie^  rice  Mr.  Chragg^aAetiiiardiEariGhpani^ 

Spbakbb  of  Tas  House  of  Commons. 
t7I4.  The  Haooufable  Spencer  Compton. 

CoimissiONERs  for  executing  the  Ofhcb  of  Lord  High 
Treasurer  of  England. 

1714.  Oct.  13.    Charles,  Earl  of  Halifax.  . 

Sir  Richard  Oailo«t,  Bart.  Chancellor  ef  llM^^ExchequeR 
'    SrWiU]anaSl.teintin,.Bai:t. 
Edwaid  WoEtbj  Moniagiu  es<).. 
PaolMethutD^eaq. 

1715.  May  25.    Charles,  Bad  oCCaclisle  ;  in  tbft  roonLofLoixl  HaUflMc,Jec«t9«r 

ed;  and  the  same  Board. 

1715.  Oct  11.    Robert  Walpole^  esq.  Chancellor  of  the  Si^chaqyec. 

Daniel  Finch,  I^cd  Finch. 
Sir  William  St.  Quintin>  Bart 
Paul  Methuen,  esq. 
Hon.  Thomas  New|K»rt. 

1716.  June  25.    Robert  Walpole,  esq.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

Sir  William  St  Quintin,  Bart. 

Paul  Metbuen,  esq. 

Hon*  Thomas  New^rt  (afterwards  Lord  Tondngton.) 

Richard  Edgiecumbe,  esq. 

1717.  April  15.    James  Stanhope,  esq.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (afterwardi 

Earl  Stanhope.) 

Thomas,  Lord  Torrington.  \ 
John  Wallop,  esq. 
George  Baillie,  esq- 
Thomas  Micklethwaite,  esq.  ,  (afterwards  Viscount   Mickle- 
thwaite  ifi  Ireland,) 

1718.  Bfer.ld>    Charley  Earl  efSuDderlaod. 

John  Atslabif,.esi|»ChaDflrilof  otfthe'Biidiequer. 
John  Wallop,  esq^  (afterwards  Viscount  Lymington  and  Earl 
of  Portsmouth.) 

George  Bkillie,  esq. 
William  Clayton^  esq.. 
1720.    Jane  11..   Charles,Earl  of  Sunderland. 

John  Aisiabie,  esq.  Chancellor  of  tlie-Esidieqiier. 
GeergeiMliie^  esq<    . 
Sir  Cbarlca  Tamer,  Bm«. 
Richard:  SdgeKiuiihff>.e8qi 
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>39,  540.  589. 
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Brodrick,  T.  746,  909. 
Bromley,  W.  5,  330. 
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464,  465,  540,  570,  590,  609. 

Cadogan,  General,  72,  73,  545. 
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Canterbury,  Archbishop  of  (Dr.  William 

Wake)  570. 
Carteret^  Lord,  298,  921. 
Caswalj,  Sir  G.  439,  524,  752. 
Chester,  Bishop  of  (Dr.  Francis  Gastiell} 
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Cholmonde]ey,£arl  of,  29Q,  570. 
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980. 
Coningsby,  Lord,  67,  421,  432,  464,  929, 

921,  932. 
Cope,  Sir  John,  960. 
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007,  647,  698,  709,  921,  922,  S33, 939, 

960. 
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Craggs,  Mr.  Jun.  438, 505,  522,  534, 549, 

564,  598,  618,  685,  692,  694. 

Pakymple,  Sir  David,  72,  506. 
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Devonshire,  Ddke  of,  293,  569. 
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Ferrers,  Lord,  300. 
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Foley i  Thomas,  67. 
Freeman,  Mr.  599. 
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573. 
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643,  800. 
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536,  757,  759,  948. 
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79^,917. 
Hay,  Earl  of,  156,  50C,  569,  591,  925, 

938. 

Kiiy(ston,  Duke  of,  296. 

Lansdown,  Lord,  576, 

Lawson,  Mr.  436. 

Lechmere,    Nicholas,  70,  227,  298,  574, 

424,  425,  426,  449,  452,  467,  479,  495, 

51 1, 537,  618,  690, 760, 792,  794. 
Lincoln,  Bidiop  of  (Dr.  Edmund  Gibaon) 

573. 
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505,421,574. 
Lowndes,  Mr.  457,  800. 
Lumley,  General,  M. 
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Milner,  Mr.  795. 
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Parliamentary  History. 


1  GeORGB  TH£  FIRSr,  A-  !>•  1714. 

AodMiov  OF  GsomcB  THB  FiBST^]   Aufast 
1, 1714.    PttmaDt  to  the  act  of  sacceasion^ 
Gcorgft  Lewis,  9od  of  Ernest  AugustuB,  first 
dector  of  Bruoswick    Lunenbunb,    by    the 
pnooeas  Sophim,  grand-daughter  or  kio£  James 
1.  ascended  the  uirone  on  the  death  of  qaeen 
Aise.    His  mature  agje,  being  then  54  years 
dd[He  was  born  May  S8,  t60O,]  bis  eiperi- 
•c^  his  personal  qualities,  bis  namerous  ftk- 
■^7,  the  geneml  peace  then  in  Europe^  the 
iKersst  bis  allies  bad  to  support  him,  seemed 
to  promise  him  a  quiet  and  peaceable  reign ; 
bit,  bowefer,  be  was  not  witnout  his  disturb- 
inccs.    This  prince  bad  great  talents  for  a 
tr^wo,  and  bad  not  failed  to  exert  them  on 
occasioa.    He  was  concerned  in  ail  the  affairs 
of  Germany,  and  alwa^  came  off  with  advan- 
tage.   The  great  services  be  had  done  for  the 
emperor  Le^K>ld,  determined  the  emperor  Jo- 
ie|il),lni  successor,  to  ase  all  his  power  to  pro- 
cart  him  admittaoae  into  the  electoral  college : 
ttd  dieen^eror  Charles,  succea^rof  Joseph, 
caised  him  to  be   acknowledged  elector  by 
Levis  14,  and  bj  the  electors  of  Cologn  and 
Ibtaria,  who,  ^  tbe  treaty  of  Rattadr,  bad  re- 
used him  t^t  (itie.    He  had  waged  war  in 
mm  and  with  success.    His  campaign  on  the 
ttise  in  tZ09  waa  glorious,  and  would  b^ve 
^mocfa  more  ao,  bad  not  the  too  ^leat 
bverv  of  count  Bderci  disappoioted  bis  pro- 
JKt  of  sending  aid  to  the  duke  of  $avoy,  to 
Mablslum  to  penetrate  into  la  Frapche  Comt^. 
Tb  prince  bad  an  excellent  spirit  and  noble 
be  was  much  morje  sensible  of 


•rriees  timn  of  iniories :  courageous,  little 
"^  '  \t  of  diasembbng  or  hiding  lu«  thoughts  ; 
i  (said  be,  soon  after  bis  arrival  in 
<  is  never  to  abandoo  mv  frjends»  to 
4d  jistice  to  all  the  %orld,  and  toiear  no  ipan.' 
To  tbeie  valuable  qualities  he  ioined  a  great 
Iplicatbn  to  business,  and  a  sincere  desire  to 
iDderhissiifeMttybapfy.  Att  tbeae  virtues  to^ 
^tbtrbadfainad  hiaHh^  suspect  and  love  of 
fcCifimaa  sartyettip  vdtt  wiare  all  submissive 
Ibiswill;  and tbeirabedianoe had aotbiog of 
unmaim,  becaiMB  bit  commaads  wesejJways 
iMaahls,  im4  didatad  botbiif  eqwly  and 


Yot.VlL 


As  sooa  as  queen  Anne  bad  ns^^Md  bar 
last  bvtatfe,  ibe  privy  coenoil  auet,  eafl  tba 
archbishop  of  Ceaterbory,  the  lord  obanceller, 
aad  resident  Kreyeobefg  (io  whose  bands,  tbcjr 
were  lodged)  procured  the  elector  of  Brans* 
widfc^s  three  instruments,  nominating  the  per- 
SODS  to  be  added,  as  lords  justices,  to  the  seven 
ptmi  dficers  of  the  realm  ^.  Afber  the  open- 
ing of  the  instmments,  a  prodaouitiDn  was 
issued,  declariog  that  the  bi|[h  and  oaigbty 
prince  George  elector  of  Brunswick  Lunenberg, 
was,  by  ibe  death  of  queen  Aone,  become  oos 
lawful  «id  rightlul  beee  lord,  king  of  Great 
Britaib,  France,  and  Ireland. — King  Oeoiqgo 
was  prodaiaaed  at  the  usual  places,  and  w& 
the  usual  solemnities,  la.  the  cities  of  X^ndon 
and  Westminster.  The  streets  were  orgwded 
with  multitudes  of  people,  and  no  disorder  wae 
committed.  Tb^^^ame  day  the  lords  justices 
appointed  the  eflfl  of  Dorset  to  carry  tne  king 
the  news  of  his  inauguration,  and  to  attend  him 
in  his  journey  to  Engtaud.  The  earl  of  Ila,* 
lord  justice  jjeneral  of  North  Britain,  having 
received  notice  of  the  queen's  death,  and  orders 
to  proclaim  the  king,  went  to  the  lodgioes  of 
the  duke  of  Montrose  (one  of  the  lords  of  the 
regency)  where  he  found  the  marquis  of  Twee- 
dale,  and  several  other  lords  and  persons  of  dis- 
tinction, who,  with  the  magistrates  of  Edin^ 
borgb,  and  the  officers  of  the  state,  caused  the 
king  to  be  proclaimed  with  great  ceremony. 
Two  days  after  the  lords  justices  of  Ireland, 


•  The  great  officers  were;  Dr.  Tennison, 
archbishop  of  Canterbury;  lord  chancellor 
Har^urt :  John  Sheffield,  duke  of  Buckiog- 
hamsbire,lbsd  president;  Charles  Talbot,  duke 
of  Shrewsbury,  lord  treasurer ;  William  JLiegg*, 
earl  of  Dactmontb,  lord  pnvy*seal ;  ThomtM 
Wentworth,  earl  if  Stntfurd,  first  comrail* 
sioner  of  the  admtraky  ;  sir  Thomas  Parke% 
lord  chief  jiastiqe  of  the  IGng's-ljench;  To 
these  were  added,  by  the  elector  of  Brunswick, 
in  the  instrument  under  his  own  bond,,  the  Ibi- 
lomng  persons  :  Tlie  dakes  of  SbKewsbmy  ; 
Somerset;  Bolton;  Davoashire;  l^ent;  Ar* 
^ ;  Moatrose ;  Roxbonb ;  the  earis  of 
Pomfiret ;  Aoglsaey ;  Carbde ;  Nottingham  ; 
Abingdon ;  ScMiiorougb ;  Orfoad ;  lord  vinconof 
TowmiieDd  i  lord  Um^  i  »nd  lord  Cowper. 
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tlie  ardibkbop  of  Aniiapb»  and  tir  Coottaotine 
Phippty  baviag  reoeivad  the  like  notioe^  pro- 
ckimeiltbekiDgoii  the  6th  of  AngoK  aM>«b* 
lis.  At  the  same  liaie,  chey  isaaod  a  procla- 
mation for  4is<uEaiibg  papittSi  aiut  Bailing  tSeir 
horses* 

There  was  not  the  least  distnrbaooe  or  in- 
terraptioo  given  in  anr  place  to  the  proclaiming 
of  i;heling ;  ooW  at  Oxfordi  the  mafor  receiv- 
ed a  letter  bronabt  by  a  person  in  a  batrbelor's 
0Swn» reqniringhim  to  proclaim  th^  Pretender*. 

The  major  communicated  this  letter  to  the 
^ice  chancellory  and  both  of  them  transmitted 
copies  of  it  to  Mr.  secreunr  Bromley,  repre- 
sentative for  the  university  of  Oxford,  who  sent 
them  letters  of  thanks.  The  vice  dianodlor 
.also  offered  a  reward  of  100/.  to  the  discoyerer 
of  the  anthor. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  lords  of  the  recency 
finding  the  nation  mnch  exposed  by  the  iUcoo^ 
litien  of  the  army  and  fleet,  took  all  possible 
pr^cautioos  to  saard  against  a  surprife.  They 
dispatched  soc£  officm  of  the  army,  as  they 
could  trust,  to  their  respective  posts;  gave 
orders  to  reinforce  the  ganrison  of  Portsmouth, 
ai^d  sent  vessels  out  to  view  the  harbours  of 
France.  They  chose  Mr.  Joseph  Addison  to 
be  their  secretary,  and  ordered  all  dispatches, 
directed  to  the  secretary  of  sute,  to  be  sent  to 
lum.  This  was  particularly  mortifyinc  to  the 
lord  Bqlingbroke,  who  was  now  obliged  to 
stand  at  the  door  of  the  coancil  chamber  with 
bis  bag  and  papers,  and  to  receive  orders  from 
those,  whom  a  few*  days  before,  be  expeaed 
CO  command,  t 


SECOND  SESSION  op  thb  FOURTH  PAR- 
LIAMENT OP  GREAT  BRITArN. 

Tke  ParUament  meettA  The  parliament 
met  at  Westminster,  the  afternoon  of  the  verr 
day  the  qiieeo  died,  pursuant  to  the  act  which 
regukted^tlie  succession ;  but  sir  Thomas  Han- 
mer,  hart.  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
being  in  the  country,  Mr.  William  Bromley, 
Secretary  of  State^  moved  to  adjourn  to  the 
Wednesday  following;  which  being  seconded, 
sir  Richard  Onslow  opposed  the  same,  as 
being  too  long  an  adjournment  at  so  critical 
a  juncture,  kad  therefore  moved  for  adjourning 
to^the  next  day  only  ;  which  last  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Tke  Lonii  Juttke^i  Speech  tobotkEotue^,] 
Ai](g.  5.  The  lord  Harcourt,  lord  high  cfaanceU 
lor,  and  the  rest  ofthelordsjustioes,  came  to  the 
House  of  Lords,  and  the  House  of  Commons 

*  In  the  letter  were  theseexpressioos:  *^Thk 
is  to  warn  you,  if  you  should  receive  an  order 
to  proclaim  Hanover,  not  to  comply  with  it^for 
the4iand  of  Gjod  is  now  at  work  to  set  thiii|s 
4ipon  a  right  foot,  and  in  a  few  daya  yon  will 
see  vonderfol  changes  ;  which  if  you  are  wise 
enough  to  foresee,  vou  will  obtain  grace  and  fo- 
vour  firoin  the  ha&dt  of  his  sacred  i^^estj  king 
James^  &c;'  }  Tindal 


being  sent  for  and  attending,  tht  loid 
eellor  made  the  following  speech  to  boikhMiM. 

*'  My  Lords  and  'Oentfemen  ;— ^It  having 

Sensed  Almighty  God  to  take  to  himself  oor 
te  most  gracious  queen,  of  blessed  memory, 
we  hope  that  notbine  has  been  omitted,  which 
might  contribute  (o  we  safety  of  these  realms, 
and  the  preservation  of  our~irel^ion|  laws,  ana 
liberties,  in  this  great  conjuncture.  As  these 
invaluable  blessings  have  been,  secured  to  iis 
by  those  acts  of  Parliament,  which  have  settled 
the  succession  of  these  kingdoms  in  the  most 
illustrious  house  of  Hanover,  we  have  regulated 
our  proceedings  by  those  rules  which  aretherem 
prescribed. 

**  The  privy  councfl,  soon  after  the  demise 
of  the  late  qoeen,  assembled  at  "St.  James's, 
wh^re,  su)00iding  to  the  said  actt,  Uie  three  in* 
strumenu  were  produced  and  opened,  which 
had  been  deposited  in  the  hands  of  the .  acioh* 
bishop  of  Canterbury,  the  lord  chancellor,  and 
the  resident  of  Brunswick.  Those  who  cither 
by  their  offices,  or  b^  virtue  of  these  instrunieotfl^ 
had  the  honour  of  being  appomted  lords  juar 
tices^  did,  in  conjunction  ^ith  the  council,  im- 
mediately proceod  to  the  proclahning  of  ovc 
lawful  and  nghtfol  sovereign  king  George  taki^ 
at  the  same  time,  the  necessary  case  U  maim 
tain  the  public  peace.  i 

^  In  pursuance  of  the  acts  before-mentioned, 
this  Parliament  is  now  assembled ;  and  weare 
persuaded,  vou  all  bring  with  you  so  hearty  m 
disposition  for  hism^estj's  service,  aed  the 
public  good,  that  we  cannot  doubt  of  your  a^ 
sistanoe  in  every  thing  which  msy  promote 
those  great  ends. 

*<  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons ; 
We  find  it  necessary  to  piU  you.  in  mind,  that 
several  branches  of  the  public  revenue  are  eit* 
pired  by  the  dem^  of  her  late  mi^estv ;  ami 
to  recommend  to  you.  the  making  sucn  prevt« 
sions,  in  that  respect^  as  may  be  re<)ubite  to 
support  the  hpnour  and  dimity  of  the  crown  t 
And  we  assure  ourselves,  you  will  not  be  want* 
in^  in  any  thins  that  may  conduce  to  the  estsk* 
blisbing  and  advancing  of  the  public  credit. 

**  mj  lords  and  gentlemen ;  We  fbrbettc 
laying  befure  you  any  thing  that  does  not  re* 
quire  your  immediate  consideration,  not  having 
received  his  majesty's  pleasure ;  we  shall  on^ 
exhort  you,  with  the  greatest  earnestness,  to  « 
P^fect  unanimity,  and  a  firm  adherence  to  our 
soverei^n*s  interest,  as  being  the  6n1y  means 
to  contmue  among  us  our  present  happy  irmn* 
quillity.*' 

[Tile  Lord^  Adireu  of  Canfratttlatien.']  Tbe 
Lords  agreed  upon  the  following  Address  to  bis 
majesty: 

**  Most  gracious  sovereign  t 
**  We  your  msjetty's  mostdutiiel  eed  ieyal 
subjects,  the  lords  spiritual  and  leni| 
parlivBcat  assembled,  though  deeply 
of  the  great  loss  these  nacioes  hayej 
by  the  demiseof  her  late  WMJfaiy  e^  i 
m^Bmory^  Ihiiik4i  our  datyj  at  the  inne'  tee^i 
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Mewidi  yottr  wnjtujr  oo  cfabMid  oceitiMB.^<-* 
It  would  bat  ai||r«?«ie  our  torrow,  p«rticakily 
to  eoamartac  the  ynttan  of  that  pwot  mud  niott 
emlleot  princttt ;  tbediity  fie  owe  to  jonr 
mgtttj,  ftttd  10  our  ooooti^,  oblige  ot  to  mo* 
derate  oar  grief,  and  beertily  to  coogratolate 
jow  m^ee^t  eoeettioti  to  tbe  throne;  whose 
oYioccIt  ▼irtoet  pwe  ut  a  certain  prospect  of 
nftore  benpiness  m  the  security  of  our  relifk>n, 
laws,  and  liberties^  and  engage  oa  to  aseor* 
your  myesty,  that  we  will,  to  ottrotaoat,  sap* 
pert  jTOor  ondoubted  rigbt  totbe  imperial  crown 
of  tms  reabp,  against  the  Pretender  and  all 
otber  penooswhatsoerer.— -Your  faithfel  Coo* 
asens  cannot  but  express  their  impatient  d^ 
nre  fcrTour  majestrs  safenrrirel  and  presence 
in  Great  Britain.— In  tbe  mean  time,  we  hni^ 
Uy  lay  belerejrour  majesty  the  unanimoos  r»> 
solution  of  thia  Houses  to  maintain  tbe  poblio 
credit  of  tbe  natioa,  and  effectually  to  wmiu 


iloAlmigfatyOod,t<i 
pmMkmjmrtmjmj  npon  yonr  happy  and* 
psacenhle  accession  to  yonrtbiooe:  And  we 
ds^  witk  tbe  utmost  loyalty  and  duty,  assure 
yoio-  mi^eaqr  of  our  leafeus  and  firm  resold- 
doos,  so  support  roar  undoubtedly  ricfatfiil  and 
lawfiil  title  to  tbe  crown,  against  ul  enemies 
and  pretenders  wbatsoerer. —  Our  seal  andnf- 
iKiioii  fcr  yoor  tm^es^s  serrice,  engage  us  to 
esesK  ooiswyes  widi  alL rigour  and  unanimitT 
fer  arosring  tbe  public  smty;  and  we  wiU 
alw^s^  to  tbe  ntmost  of  our  power,  maintain 
dbe  honour  and  dignity  of  your  crown  i  And 
we  do  witb  faitbfiil  hearts  beseecb  yoor  majes- 
ty,a83ooa  aa  possible,  to  giro  us  yoor  royal  pre-, 
ssaoe,  vbich  we  are  persuaded  will  be  attend-^ 
ed  wkb  all  other  bkasings  to  yoor  king^oms.^ 

T%e  Kmg^s  ifjisaper.]     This  Address  baring 
been  aent  to  tbe  king,  then  at  Banorer,  his 
ttnestr  retnmed  tbe  mUowing  Answer. 
«O.JL 

*  I  take  tlus  first  opportmity  to  retain  you 
■J beafty  thanks  for  your  address,  and  lAne  n»-' 
larances  jon  hmr^  given  me  therein.-^Tbe  zeal 
nsd  anannruty  you  bare  sbeifn  upon  my  ac- 
ffioa  to  tbe  crown,  are  great  encouragements 
ismc^  and  I  shall  always  esteem  tbe  continu- 


sjifiituus  oo  mocn  endeared  ber  to  ner  people, 
HdlMrwhoeeaBemory  I  shall  always  hare  a 
foflkalsr  re^ard.-'My  best  endeavour  shall 
acserbe  wnnong  to  repair  tbis  loss  to  tbe  nation. 
Iwilmake  it  my  constant  care  to  preserre 
jear  tdipon,  laws  aiid  libeitiee  inviolaMe,  and 
teadfOBoe  the  honour  and  prosperity  of  my 
kkfdaoBCi— I  am  bnstening  to  you,  according 
•a  jfov  ileaire,  so  affectionately  expressed  in 


&  J^dress  ^  the  Gsommms.]  Tbe  Com- 
MiiBbeiaig  netarned  to  their  bouse^ 

Mr.  Secretory  firooi/eymoTed  for  an  Ad- 
dna  of  coadolance  and  oongntulatmn,  insist- 
aymacliea  tbe  great  loss  tM  nation  Imd  sus- 
Ined  bv  sbed<^nrh  of  tbebrte  qneen. 

Jfe.  Mskert  W*lp$U  mored  for  sometbing 
mme  inbtantial,  *  to  giro  tbe  king  assurances 
rf  Iktk  making  yod  51  parlian^ntary  funds.' 

Mc  nmm  ihukm,  (afterwards  Und  On- 
iMi)  obecr?ed.  That  the  stress  of  tbe  Ad- 
inm  flosbk  not  to  lie  i^xm  condoling,  but  upon 
raayHulatingana  girmctbe  king  assurances 
efdicirnBaintniniagbolbhism^esl^s  undoubt- 
oAiide  u»  tbe  crown^  nod  pobbc  credit.^ 

AsooisiiDi^,  inetmetions  were  gir etf  for  draw* 
l^gep  tbe  mttowing  Address,' wbicb  was  uon- 
OBM^  agreed  to  the  next  day; 
^Muo&t  gp  ac  sons  se  foreign  i 

*  We  year  maJest/aflMm  dutifol  and  Wyal 
fldiHIi,  tbe  Gommoes  of  Great  Bdtain  in 
frfbiaeet  nisiwhir d,  bemg  a  just  sense  of 
loaetbe  anitoabas  sustained  by  the 
mi  mm  bne  soeweign  bdy  queen  Anne^ 
ttiwe  Mtie  teeob* 


good  all  funds  which  have  been  granted  br 
parliament,  for  tbe  security  of  any  money  wbicb 
bos  been,  or  shall  be  advanced  for  tbepebbc 
service,  and  to  endeavour,  by  every  tbiag  ia 
our  power,  to  moke  your  nugesty's  raigo  bappy 
and  gloribue.'' 

JTke  KingU  Anmer,]  To  tbis  AlSdresf  tb# 
king  returned  tbe  following  Answer : 
"G.H. 
^  Your  dutifol  and  loyal  Address  is  very  no* 
oeptable  to  roe.  The  unanimity  and  affectMn 
my  Commons  have  shewn,  upon  my  accession 
to  the  crowa,  are  most  sgreeable  instances  and 
pledges  of  their  fidelity  to  me.  I  bare  a  just 
sense  of  your  inexpressible  loss,  by  the  denlb 
of  your  late  sovereign.  You  may  be  assured  o£ 
my  constant  endeavours  tosecurotoyou  tbefidl 
enjoyment  of  your  religion,  laws,  and  liberties; 
and  that  it  will  always  be  my  aim  to  make  you 
on  bappy  and  floorisbing  people ;  to  which  vour 
lesohition  t6  maintain  the  poblic  credit  of  the 
nation  will  greaUy  contribute.  1  am  hastening 
to  you  according  to  your  earnest  desira,  and  tbe 
just  expectations  of  my  people.'' 

The  Cml  LUt  uitled.'\  A  motion  being 
mnde,  that  a  Supply  be  granted  to  tbe 
king,  for  tbe  better  support  of  bn  miyesty*i 
housbold,  aod  tbe  honour  and  digni^  of  tbe 
crown,  the  consideration  thereof  waft  referred 
to  the  committee  of  tbe  whole  House  tba  nast 
day,  when  tbe  same  was  agreed  to  nem,  en, 
and  framed  into  a  resolution.  And  on  the  7tb 
a  bill  being  ordered  to  be  brought  in  accord* 
iogly,  Mr.  Wykes  proposed  tacking  to^it  a  bill 
for  umitiug  tne  number  of  officers  in  tbe  House 
of  Commons,  but  nobody  seconding  that  mo* 
tion,  it  dropped. 

Some  members  having  moved  for  sir  William 
Wyndbam,  Chancelfor  of  tbe  Exchequer,  to  be 
cbairman  of  the  grand  committee  of  subsidy, 
Mr.  Robert  Walpole  replied  that  Mr.  Conyers. 
bed  for  so  many  years  so  weU  discbaiged  that 
office,  that  it  wonkl  be  ungrateful,  anmauncrlt 
mid  imprudent  to  chuse  another;  oo  wkkb 
Mr.  Conyers  carried  it.— Then  it  was  proposed 
t||g^tbikii«oM«iUuNi  fteriiagi  but  tbia 
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*  '*  The  Whj^s  acted  -with  extraordiiiary  pru- 
dence at  this  crisis ;  for  wben  the  renewal  of 
thi^civillisC  was  brought  into  the  lower  House, 
the' Tories,  under  pretence  of  extraordinary  aeal 
for  the  new  governiuent  proposed  one  million, 
^hich  wa^So.OOO^  more  than  the  revenue  ofthe 
late  queen,  but  the  king's  friends,  apprehensive 
that  the  Tories  acted  insidiously  either  with  a 
Tiew  to  conciliate  favour,  or  fhr  the  purpose  t)f 
reproaching  him  afterwards,  as  oppressing  the 
nation  by  a  higher  revenue  than  his^redecessor 
had  enjoyed,  did  not  second  the  motion^  and 
it  was  dropped.*^    Coxe*s  Walpole. 

f  "  On  the  30th  of  September  the  kine  made 
bis  public  cuu^  into  London.  On  ihef<^owing 
dav  a  sad  accident  happeneidy  which  a  little 
chAtiged  tbe  g»y  homoar  the  eourt  was  ia ; 
Charles  Aldwoith^  esq.  me«mt>tr  of  parliament 
for  Windsor,  Kad  imbibed  «t  St.  Oenmuns  in 
France,  strimg  pt^iidices  agahiit  ibttHaiibvcr 
Mcoession ;  whieh,  at  his  return  to  England,  bt 
made  no  sci  ople  of  publishing)  and  confirmed 
them  by  frequent  drinking  che  Pretender^ 
health.'  This  oooM  not  bat  endear  him  to  lord 
Bolingbroke  and  lu$  hction ;  but  it  drew  upon 
bim  several  quarrels,  in  which  be  met  with  som^ 
disgraces ;  and  in  tbe  latter  part  of  tbe  queen's 
reign  he  s*  t  so  great  a  value  on  that  merit  of 
his,  that  he  thought  himself  not  sufficiently 
taken  notice  ot;  which  made  him  a  lialu  ivstivt. 
He  gave  hi«  tongue  a  (reat  liberty  in  railing,  at 
die  old  mfuistry ;  and  to  ingratiute  bimN4f  with 
tbeir  succ€M>rs,  dit  i-ged  it  as  a  crime  on  tolonel 
Chudlfii^h,  ^[  the  foot-guufds,  that  he  badf 
dlruni  tbe  dalt«  of  MaHborongh's  beultK.  Co** 
b»nelChud!eigb,%he  ottrer  colonel's  cousin  teee^ 
^  Mexpco^di^  Mr.  Ali#oiili  inlbfc  f*^ 


V}         PABkHISTORY*  IGioKtL  Wi^ntXotfferJkM^ 

«otiaa,thongb«»»tocctiynppoitdl^  afterwards 
drQppoL* 

fifoUcn/im  pmfimgikt  UumMMium  JYcopij 
mmd(i^€nngaRn»ard  t9  t^rtkendth^  Phs- 
tmt4er,'\  Augi  19.  Mr;  Conyers  preaented  to 
tbe  Huuae  the  bill  for  cfae  better  sup^rt  of  bis 
majesty's  housboM,  leu.  and  un  tbeieoond'rtad* 
iagtbereoftbenextday  Mr.  Horatio  WalpcAe 
movudy  That  the  committee  of  the  ^holebottfle, 
to  whmii  tbe  said  bill  w«»  committed,  might 
Iwre  power  to  recdv*  one  <iMise,  to  enuble  tbu 
Lnrd  Treasurer,  or  commissioners  of  tbe  trea- 
sury for  the  time  being,  to  issue  the-  sum  of 
<&5,02S2.  8s.  %d,  being  tbe  anvar  d«u  to  tbil 
tffoops  of  Hanover,  for  tbeir  aervioe  in  the  Low 
Countries  in  tbe  year  Vf  18,  uul  of  the  M^j&COL 
granted  in  the  test  session  of  parlhuaevt  to  her 
ktu  inajesty,  towards  iktit^ring  tltd  debt  due  on 
uocxMmt  to  the  bmd  foMta.  And  another  dautu 
to  enable  and  rehire  tbe  lord  high  iFcusorer, 
&e.  to  issue  out  of  any  moner  granted,  by  par- 
linment  100,000/.  for  appfebMtding  tbu  Pit^ 
Itncter. 

.  fir  WiUium  Wyqdham  saoonded  Mr.  Wnl- 
pole  in  the  first  clause ;  and  Ut^  ^b^ppeuy 
member  for  Saltash,  very  ingenuously  owned, 
he  had  ooposed  that  p&yment  in  tbe  late  reign ,* 
but  that  he  was  font  now.    Mr.  Aid  worth,  f 


er  far  Wiwisdri  Iwwk'A  Hbiiriiw  di6  m^^ 
but  as  if  be  desigwd  to  eBipQi*  lh» 
mem^y  wbo,  at  this  jubumbpc^  uppeswuA  •• 
farwaJBd  to  nay  those  «€ry  troops,  wbicb,  •  tew 
months  beftrt,  he  bud  treated  aa  run«waf% 
1ie«8asd,  <*  That  for  bit  purt»  he  bud  iiuwatik^ 
been  against  that  pagfmentf  betause  be  hmk 
been  wnmm  to  understand,  in  shut  very  boaa% 
that  those  troops  weru  deeevtufa  ;^  but  that  hm 
bad  since  beeh  mformod,  tbas  ther  wem  bircd 
to.fight^  and  had  served  well  aa  long  ns  tfaefi* 
was  fighting ;  and  if  when  ibey '  Came  in  ai^t 
of  tbe  ene«y>  they  who  bad  hired  them>  wnisM 
noisulfertbem  to  fight,  be  did  not  see  sheress 
son  vrby  tb^  should  be  called  daserieea.''  Am 
to  tbe  clause,  for  a  reward  of  MM,6edl.-fot  ■»- 
prebtndinjgtha  Pretender^  Mr.  CaiMiioo^kiH|JM 
of  the  shire  for  Sussex,  said.  ^  That  he  wan 
not  in  the  House,  when  that  clause  was  dsoir€d  ^ 
buMf  he  had  been  pre$«nt,  he  would  fakre  op« 
posed  it,  because  in  his  opinion,  the  l^otensUlt 
siiccession  wab  no  longer  in  dang^f ,  since  kin 
majesty's  peaceable  accession  to  the  Ihfcme  ; 
and  he  defied  all  the  bouse  to  prove  tbe  eoss- 
trary.''  He  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Sbippeti : 
but  Mr.  W.  Pulteny,  and,  after  bun  the  lord 
Luqiley  argued  <<  That  the  Protestant  Sue- 
cession  was  in  danger,  as  long  as  there  was  si 
Popish  Pretender,  who  bad  many  friends  both 
at  home  and  abroad :  Thst  the  late  ^en  i^ns 
sensible  of  that  danger,  when  she  issued  otst 
her  proclamation  against  him;  and  that  tM 
case  was  not  altered  by  ber  majesty's  deiniae  s 
That  the  nation  woidd  be  at  no  charge,  if  the 
Pretender  did  not  attempt  to  land :  and  i£  ht 
did  100.000/.  would  be  wen  bestowed  to  ap* 
prebend  lum.^    To  which  no  f^ply  was  m4de. 

The  Ijord$*  Juiticet  J^eech  io  lolh  Btmtes  on 
receiving  Lei ttrs from  the  KingJ]  Aug.  13.  Mr. 
Craggs,  who,  the  day  before  the  quef  a  died 
had  been  dispatched  \o  HanoVer^  returned 
tins  day  with  letsem  irom  tbe  kins  to  the  kwds 
justices !  and  tbecbaneeHorin  tbe&i 
the  foMowing  speech  to  boA  HeoBes. 

*' My  lords,  sudgentlemen;  '^Itiswitb( 
satbfaction  we  can  nsw  teil  yon,  tbat  ire 
this  momiog  received  n  letter  horn  tbe  kbt^ 
wherein  bis  easjesty  is  fradoiisly  plensed  to 
soqnninc  us,  tfaei  his  mnjessy  ishastaning  bittar 
to  employ  his  utmost  eahs  for  petting  i^ 
kiagdnms  into  n  happy  and  fieimhk^ 


aence-cbamber  at  St.  Jemes^etpoststsNjJ  with 
bim  about  it,  and  edme  by^^oamleis,  expwesisi^ 
tbeir  wonder^  tbatnawn  wiio  bad  p ublidy  d#uiili 
the  Pretender's  heskb^sbould  dare  to  spf«Kr  m 
that  pbM»,  Mr.  Akiwortk  ceme  to  hafd  w^fda 
with  ceknel  Cbodleigh,  and  cbnUenMd  kin  ^ 
upon  which  they  betjb  fSMl  est,  and  roef^t  te 
Marybone  fields,  notwichsamdini  eolene!  Bia* 
sh's  eodeevours  to  prevent  it  AMwortk  -^ra* 
killed  on  thespot,  and  tbe  king  beiag  sold  ^ 
ozpressed  his  indigestion  at  •eepie's  Tsnrtei 
ine  mbispatooe;bnt  eaid,a9iie«useto«Mia»> 
tatn  Uie  taws,  it^  wouM  itme  lie  iSBtter  a4alte 
tbdieirdeeiMoik''    -f**.*-;:—  ^ 
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m^m  teflMMi 

our  «Meof  optiy  ilini||ft«M 

km  piwe  Mid  wii^f  Iw  <b* 

Aad  fte«vt  MiMcdy  tluK,  if  tin  ImmI 

M  iMa*  l»r^  vepttimd  hkliir, 
fcnhnMiyMiof  to  diMifiri  •MlfiiiUt&l  sob^ 
JMi;  fiw  yi  ■^■■f  f  doa>  yty  ifcttioutfly  €U 
fmmhmpmdtaammeUom  ui  ifte  loTmllj  ami 
iiioiiy  mhksk   to  pcopk  btte  iwirMJ^j 


■eMJun  to-yoa  the 
hdy  iMi  tii#  mmJAmem  of  tbe  mm  at  ibiC 
ine  aicuKttlytfaattiii  Lottery  wmU  net  be 
Ui;  kuM^mum  io  ihe  fim  pfane  lo  trj  to 
■iii#kcAotBmiio  il»  amamt%h§  pwliweni 
bdMaafcliriuiil  k;  Bgttieweoliligei  aowM 
■nueibi  ymn,  dia«  aM^mit  endeeMMif  Imi^ 
Uk^^  am^^9U9^mtcm§,iimn^  die  emw 
aiMMft  hmm  bve»  dmvby  ^MMidereU j  in* 
mmmAi-^Wm  ■RiAtbeieibm  eereeitly  reBom* 
■Mitvywi,  l,«mlime  ef  d»Iio«M  ef  OeM* 
■OBiyMBk*  Mb  imojom  eamndmnKmrn  t  end 
itfiMMeb  fejtinr  eaomimgBlimt  M<  yoe  iMI 
rik  ptef <i  Ibr  wririDg  ^le  wM*  iMi  wbiob 
emiiwrlei,  «dd  m  •batAnUiy  MoeMtfy,  for 
l«»  tbe  eerviee  of  ihe  yoan 


mfmmUng^UmMmdy  MM,  S^.]    Aog.  SI. 
*  *     '  ~     '  s«otbeHe«ieofLord% 

teeteftdnif,  cbeSjpeek«v  on 
jtbebill,  «  For  the  better  8e|tfon  of 
<*bimHfeB«y%bD«aMd9te*^togecher«mba«^ 
fkif  veooj  bil»*  oMKle  tbe  Mknting  tpeeob  :" 

« Ify  ioris  I'-TllekaiihtSyCfliteDiiftiMiber- 
■■Mi  of  Oreaii  Brilaift,  ia  ParKemeat  Meem- 
■rt^tuwftii  the  iWBOMitbeiiyiefM  tiny  eiiy5y,ly 
p'tfPOMeaMeMMiqiiietttcteBiaeiiiethe 
'  MOteBter  ofmeAyiverk  iMv* 
ftail*plniiiiig  to  ihenMclret,  then 
JO eoffioiem  retetiee  fyt  tbe  eeea- 
cZ  bte  nafesty^  \eivfl  foyenMieVfl,  is 
fcr  16  moke  hmt^pk  a»  eaay  albit  ywe^wrow, 
ihr  bMJiiaiiL  of  it  baibbeea  leeare  and  en- 


b«t  tho  pMMA  of-tbe 
M^to  i^|iiiiti»ed|  «ior  the  lights 
%^i3kte  iik^mu  to  be  pretact^d, 
te»pporaigtbejoettMtborky  Mid  (Ng- 
abPf  «r  the  oro#B  ;  u4  tberefoi^  they  have 
k  iheir  iaMreet,  ae  wMl  m  doty,  to 
i»  fffoeiMMiy  flunay  aot  barely  utffic^ 
"^iMty  av  -IM  M^'^MMMat^  bat  nay 
IO  di»«taie^  me  baaoury  the  lustte 
ftltoopelroof  Groat  BriMhi  ooj^t  to  be 

wwi|Wi  wioiift  fn  that  |W  ei^isteiiy 

thin'  the  ovdhNMy  feeivices  of  fab 

re^i^y  ffill  hot  Mable  biai  to 

add  UMC  t^hiabtepi^tfogative 

0iMfr  %  -awd  #e  oaa  -give  ob  greater 

the  troitwe  ftpMoio  hit  miifesW*^ 

ilkp>iiien,tbaB  pMtifigi^eMne  Io* 

tetohM^aodek  whiAherlaeb'Ma^ 

t  nhrtb  tfciiiii  nM^idl 


,  Mid  of  whoaeaffiBtboj  aad.eoaoeyia 
for  the  religiooi  laws,  and  liberties  of  thie  kia^ 
dom,  we  bad  bad  so  long  ezperieaoe. 

^  Ad  tbe  crown  k|elf  descends  imniedSatelyy 
and  knows  no  vacBcy,  tbeConinons  bsTO 
tak€ii  cart  that  the  revenue  should  foUow  it  as 
dose  as  poesible  ;  for  they  baye  given  all  tb6 
dispatch  to  this  grants  which  tbe  forms  of  their 
proceedings  would  aUow :  so  that  when  his 
Bugesty  iSiall  please  to  answer  the  impatient ' 
desires  of  bis  peppla,  by  coming  to  taice  pos* 
session  of  bis  kingdoms,  be  will  find  himself 
eqoally  established  in  these  revenues,  as  if  bo 
had  soooeeded  to  all  by  an  uninterrupted  riebt 
of  mheritance ;  the  oiuy  difference  is  thisy  that 
if  he  had  inherited  them«  he  would  have 
wanted  one  sin|^e  proof  of  tbe  du^^  and  affec- 
tion, and  unaninity  of  his  mlyects. 

'*  Oar  desire  is  that  this  may  be  looked  upoA 
as  an  earnest  and  a  pledge  of  that  zeal  and  fi- 
delity which  we  shall  always  retain,  and  which^ 
upon  every  oocasion^  we  shall  be  ready  to  de» 
monstrate  to  his  mtyesty's  f>erson  aad  govern- 
ment :  as  such,  we  hope^  his  majesty  will  ffra^ 
dously  accept  it  at  this  time ;  and  bereafler, 
when  he  shall  bave  had  experience  of  tbe  firM 
voluntary  offering  of  his  loyal  Common^  wo 
hope  he  will  fiudit  to  bis  satisfaction,  aslaigo 
and  as  ample  as  he  could  wish ;  might  bat  the 
tenp  of  the  grant  be  as  long  as  we  could  wish  ; 
since  it  is  to  have  equal  continuance  with  bit 
majes^Nle. 

«•  Nby  lords  ^-^The  biH  which  the  Commoao 
have  passed  lot  the  potpoees  I  haive  mentioned* 
is  onudodi  *  An  Adt  Ibr  the  better  sapport  of 
<hisM4^«ity'sboashoW,Ac.'  theyhavonlso 
prepared  aaodier  bill,  antitled,  '  An  Act  for 

*  reoii|yii%  flsistakos  in  the  nafMea  of  tbe  coi»- 

*  orfasioners  for  the  LaMf-Tai,  and  for  raitiBg 

*  so  much  as  is  wanting,  to^oridre  ap  the  sam  or 

*  t^4i90fi0el.  ifltewded  to  bemised  by  a  Lotten^ 
<  for  tbe  Pobho  Service  in  tbe  year  1714.'  This 
having  beea  receasMended  to  their  core,  sasA 
appealing  to  them  to  be  neooMary  fot'his  ma- 
jesty's and  tbe  pubycsemoei  they  bhve reaMi 
to  think,  they  haveabondantly  svpplied  the  de* 
fects  in  the  former  provision  ;   and  in  this  a^ 

*  **  The  parliament  had,  before  the  qneen's 
^MthMuisod  an  oetfor  a  loneiy  for  1,400,000/. 
but  p^Wio  credit  %ra9  then  so  low  that  not  abov« 
•0 1^  f<^O0e/.  had  beeosebtoHbeii.  This  was 
oocawcNHM  partly  uy  tlie  dimdenoe  of  the  mo* 
afied  Hko  in  the  late  adamkistrationy  an^  partly 

Sifae  low  mterest  aUowed-for  the  bf^ok-tickete. 
le  lotdsof  Ae  regency  and  privy  council,  to 
Testoft  wiImic  orcMt  and  all  the  lottefy,  went 
ill  a  body  to  the  bMik,  and  tabeoribed  laigb 
samt  ttraoiselves,  ^#lrith  was  such  an  encotti> 
ragement  to  others  t6  follow 'theitetampto, 
that  abov«  700,0001.  was  sabscribed  in  two 
ilaye;  tmd  the  parliitment,  pufvuaftt  to  dit 
kmg  s  desire,  givihg  rarther  eocoorogetneat  by 
making  a  tnrafHMflition  to  tbe  interest  for  the 
Mank  idoets,  oi^e  per  cent,  only,  the  itK 
imtador  wiu  sabscribed  in  a  fow  days  more,*' 
TadaL 
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•urance,  thej  bombly  praitot  tbit  biU«lw  ibr 
theroyid  asseot." 

The  LordCkanieUor^tSgeecMo  both  Houses,] 
The  Lords  Justices  baviattaTe  the  rojal  assent 
to  the  said  Bills,  the  LoraChaDcellor  made  the 
following  Speech  to  both  Houses: 

**  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen  ;— We  cannot 
but  express  our  greatest  satisfaction,  and,  in 
his  majesty's  name,  return  you  thanks,  for  the 
convincing  proofs  which  you  have  given  in  this 
session  of  your  duty  and  affection  to  bis  majesty, 
and  of  your  zeal  for  his  government.— We 
niU6t  particularly  thank  yoii,  gentlemen  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  for  the  aids  which  you 
have  granted  to  his  majesty,  for  the  better  sup- 
port of  the  honour  of  the  crown,  and  for  pre- 
Tenting  any  disappointment  in  the  supplies 
given  m  tiie  laist  session  for  the  service ^of  this 
year.  You  may  be  assured,  that  the  unanimity, 
the  cheerfulness,  and  the  dispatch  with  which 
you  have  proceeded  in  granting  these  aids,  will 
render  them  yet  more  acceptable  to  bis  ma- 
jesty :  and  you  may  depend  upon  our  making 
•  faithful  representation  thereof  to  him. 

^  My  Lords  and  Greutlemen  ;  All  necessary 
business  being  now  happily  concluded,  it  will 
be  proper  for  us  to  put  a  speedy  end  to  this- 
session.  We  think  nt,  at  present,  in  bis  ma- 
jesty's name,  to  desire  you  forthwith  respectively 
to  aidjourn  yeurselves  until  Wednesday  next.'' 

The  Lord  Chancellot^s  Speech ati  hecloseqfthe 
Session,]  Aug.  25.  The  Lords  Justices  went  to  the 
House  of  P^rs,  and  the  Commons  atCending, 
the  Lord  Chancellor  made  the  foUowiof  speech: 

<<  My  Lords  and  Oentlemen ; — Havmj^,  since 
your  late  adjournment,  received  his  miyesty's 
most  gracious  answer,  under  his  sign  manual, 
to  your  several  addresses ;  and  by  bis  majesty's 
command,  ordered  them  to  be  ddivered  to  you 
respectively ;  we  do  now  in  his  majestVs.name, 
jprorogam  this  present  parliament  till  Thursday 
the  3Sd  day  of  September  next ;  and  this  present 
parliament  is  accordingly  prorogued  to  Thursday 
the  33d  day  of  September  next," 

Thus  ended  the  second  and  last  Session  of 
the  Fourth  Parliament  of  Great  Britain^  and 
the  last  of  queen  Anne's  reign. 

PrXKCIPAL  OcCURRXirCEB  DUEIVO  TBI  R»- 

|;bs9.^— Tie    King  sets  omi  for   England-^ 

^%e  King*s  tnlr^ —  Sitaation  of  ^fff^ Irs  ai  King 
Oeerge't  Accmttm — ^Vimnitotions  m  Scotiand—' 
TAi  King's  De^laratwn  in,  Council-^Tho  IV<«- 
turif  mid  Admirall^  pui  in  Cummisilon^'^PrO' 
ptiotiotis—'Thc  CoroJiaiion-^Thc  tiffktr  at  Dun" 
kirk — Tht  Ftt ieitdcr't  Mantfesi o —  1  'he ParUa^ 
meni  disiitlved  and  a  wiem  one  to  lied — The  Earl 
i^SUaffbrd't  Papers  i6ig€d — Mr.  Frior  ordered 
.hoine — Progress  ^  tht  £^cru}nt.}-*The  king 
set  out  from  Uerenhaosen  the  31&t  of  August, 
and  la  four  daj^s  came  to  Uirecht,  from  whence 
iie  wem  to  ibe  Hague,  He  had  thare  several 
.conferences  wiib  the  States^  wherein  the  as- 
vurance^,  which  h«d  be«n   mutaeilly  giveii  hj 


^TmiM. 


Utim  of  fnmM&p  and  cfieocnal 
were  confirmed.    Act  length,  on  the  Itftfa   at 
Septembeir,  the  king  aad  prioGe  embarked  ac 
Oiange-Polder  on  board  tns  Peregrine  and  cte 
Mary  yacht,  which  having,  soon  after,  joined 
the  squadron  of  English  and  Datok  meo  of 
war,  that  wwited  for  theai,  under  tbeoaoieudMl 
of  the  carl  of  Berkeley^  they  alisailed  for  Bos* 
land, .with  a  fiiir  wind;  and,  the  nest  dej» 
about  nine  in  the  ereoing,  arrived  safo  at  me 
Hope,  where  the  admiral  thongfat  fit  to  dr«^ 
anchor.    There  being  a  thick  fog  tbeSatuidBj 
morning,  the  yacht  did  not  go  up  the  river 
till  the  afternoon.     The  king  and  prmoe  weoa 
into  a  barge  in  Long  Reac^  and  arrived   et 
Greenwich  about  six  o'clock  in  the  evening. 
The  duke  of  Northumberiand,  captain  ef  tbe 
life-guardy  and  the  lord  cbaooellor,  at  the  head 
of  the  lords  of  the  regency,  received  hkn  m% 
his  landing,  and  complimented  him  on  hit  sale 
arrival.     The  king  chose  to  walk  to  his  booae 
in  the  parky  aooompanied  bv  most  of  tlM  n»« 
bility,  and  great  numbers  of  the  principal|oeatrT, 
throuj^  an  infinite  crowd  of  persons  of  all  ooo- 
dttioos.    Before  he  left  htsrachty  he  appointed 
the.  earls  of  Dorset  and  Berkeley  to  te  loids 
of  his  bed-chamber,  and  knigMwd  Mr.  Willinai 
Sanderson,  eaptain  of  the  Peregrine.   After  Use 
king  had   undergone  the  fotigue   of  passing 
through  the  crowd,  and  of  giving  his  naad  to 
all,  who  approached  him,  he  retired  to  his  bed- 
chamber, and  sent  for  several  of  the  nobilityy 
such  as  had  most  distinguished  theoiselTes  hj 
their  seal  for  his  suocessioo.     It  was  observed 
that  the  duke  of  Onsond,  the  lord  chaaeeUor, 
and  the  lord  Trevor  were  not  of  that  number. 
The  earl  of  Oxford  was  not  at  Greenwich  that 
evening,  but  was  one  of  the  earliest  there  the 
next  momiag ;    but  had  the  misfortooe  to  be 
undistinguishlMi  among  the  croud,  and  with 
great  difficulty,  had  at  last  the  bare  boacMsr 
of  kissiog  bis  migesty's   hand,  without  ex- 
changing a  word  with  him.    Nor  did  tbe  eari 
escape  such  reflections  from  the  spectatof% 
as  hu  conduct  had  justly  deserved.     Oa  the 
other  hand,  the  duke  of  Marlborough  appeared 
there,  justly  favoured  bv  the  king,  and  looked 
upon  (though  not  vet  (toclared)  as  captain-ge- 
neral. The  dukes  of  Sbrewsbuiy,Someiaet,BoU 
ton,  Argyle,  Montrose,  Bftitland,  and  Montagoei 
the  marquis  of  Dorohester ;  the  earls  of  Doraet, 
Brid^ewater,  Sunderland,  Carlisle,  Berkelej| 
Nottingham,  Portland-,  Orford,  Wharton,  and 
Cholmondeley  ;  the  lord  visoMtatTownshcodyl 
the  lords  Ossulstone,  Sommers,  and  Halifisx  } 
the  bishop  of  Salisbury;  gen«raLStanhope,Mr4{ 
Lechmere,  and  many  others,  received  pec^ 
ticular  marks  of  favour ;  and  the  duke  of  Ar« 
gyle  was  declared  groom  of  the  stole  to  hie 
royal  highness ;  colonel  William  Carr  and  coiii 


lonel  Tvrrel,  grooms  of  the  bed-chamber ;  th# 
earl  of  Hertford,  the  lord  Fiochy  the  knd  Lunacy 
ly,  and  colonel  Ouj^hton,  gentlemen  of  thebed^ 
chamber  lo  the  prince. 

On  the  SOtb  of  September,  the 
prince  of  Wales  eiade  their  entry  with 
penip  tad  vvag^uficfact,     Thert  w«t 


with  gieag 
rmi^thd 
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I  dw  pnooeand  the  duke  of  Noir- 
^  captain  of  liie  IH^-guard  in  waiD> 
am  Above  two  Irandsed  coadbcs  of  the  bo- 
hinr  and  gentrj,  all  ^mb  six  bones,  preeeded 
tfelcin^  When  hecameto  St.  liarpuet't 
idiaSoockwark,  he  wat  net  byrthe  lord-maypr, 
dfaaan,  letorder/therifiy  and  officers  of  *  the 
dif  of  I/mdoD ;  in  wfam  .name  sir  Peter 
lai^  leeordeiy  inade  a  coogmtulatoty  speech. 
The  ks^mayor  delivered  the  sword  to4be  kiBg, 
whontamed  it  to  him,  and  he  bore  it  in  the 
pBSWsaon  bare-beaded.  The  rojal  pomp  con- 
OBocdtiU  Ua 'arrival  at  bispalaceof  St.  James's 
mdwu  favoofed  bj  as  fair  a  day  at  was  ever 
bovaia  that  season  of  the  year. 

Tbecomt  was  estremely  numerous  the  next 
4tjf  vhen  be«des  the  British  nobility  and  gen- 
ay,  jsfcmi  foreign  ministers  made  their  ap* 
scmace ;  particolariy  dipsa  of  Frabce,  Po- 
Issi,  P^asua,  and  Sioiy,  took  thai  occasion  te 
wajiaislato  bis  majest^s  hapmr  accession  to 
dttthpone,  and  safe  arrival  in  Eagland. 

Btfate  we  proceed  to  the  eveotit  of  tins  reign 
itaiU  be  proper  to  give  a  general  idea  of  the 
tttsof  aftdrs  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 
He  aaimoncy  betfieen  the  several  parties^ 
liicfa  even  at  tfais  day  divide  En^and,  was,  at 
kbj  Geoige^s  accession,  higher  than  ever.  The 
W^i,  wk)  had  been  inxii^race  the  four  last 
yonef  the  queen's  reign,  were  full  of  re> 
NMneat  at  the  usage  they  hiKl  received  from 
tfailisaes,  and  hoped  to  have  foil  satisfiUction 
mdsrchenewrdgo,  which  they  looked  upon 
sithsaod  of  their  hamiliation.  The  Tories, 
oadMraart,  were  extreoMly  apprehensive  of 
s^Hramll,  and  this  apprehension  bad  engaged 
Knnl  of  their  leaders  in  practices  not  only 
lisnyioui,  but  directly  contrary  to  the  men* 
nreik  the  nation  lud  taken  with  the  two  but 
land  tfa«  boose  of  Hanover.  To  the 
of  tbesa  men  were  aecribed  the  late 
psBoe  with  France^  and  the  violence  offered  by 
the^erento  her  allies,  to  compel  them  to  a 
WBadttatKNi  with  chat  ciown,  and  to  the  8a> 
cnibeof  the  fruits  of  their  victories. 

lisrBsim»  d^  pinciples  of  the  revolution 
Isii  tsin  far  from  being  uaiversally  embraced, 
liaoakthe  papists  espoused  the  abdicated 
Mly,  bat  also  gTBatnofldbers  of  diurchmen; 
laditoas  mack  to  be  feared,  that  they  woukl 
JMaeidi  the  catholics,  to  dethrone  a  prince, 
vlMadsy looked apoa  ae  a  foreigner.-  Hie 
tam^dlBrinction  oi  a  king  dr  jote,  and  a 
UigdefiMta,  waenot  yee  forgot,  nor  thedoo* 
tnee  ef  paenve  obedience ;  alid  several  re- 
M  te  tab*  the  eatbs  of  allcgHum  and  al^ 


mm  genersily  dissatisfied  with  the 
Misirf  Tb^  were  apt  to  consider  tbenuelvee 
ssduaded  to  a  province  of  England^  They 
Mi«>^7>  been  pleased  with  the  tide  of  an 
{■^e^emlKnt  kingdom,  beartfly  laesentH  the 
jjm  it,  and  as  heartily  wished  lo  reeever  it. 
XWthe  Scou  should,  at  king  GeorgeTs  ao- 
tMD,  bo  in  these  sentiments,  is  no  great 
:,«noe  it  reqoiies  ages  to  root  ont  M  the 
>  el  a  naooa  tuoW  sett-  ^  io^presaionei 


however  ill  grounded.  Accordingly,  ^  Scots 
began  to  shew  their  discontent  soon*  after  the 
queen's  death,  of  which  there  is  the  following 
account :  the  legencv  having  issued  a  proda* 
madon  for  a  reward  of  lOO^OOOi.  for  seioing 
the  Pretender,  they  were  informed  thot  the  Pre* 
tender's .  friends  in  Scotland  designed  an  in- 
surrection ;  and  that  some  of  them  had  ben 
seen  to  eq  in  arms  (awards  the  Highlands ;  upon 
which  they  ordered  a  good  number  of  baif-^pay 
oflioers,  especially  of  those  belonging  to  the 
Scots  regiments,  to  go  thither imme£atefy,  that» 
in  case  of  necesssity,  they  might  raise  this 
militia  of  the  country  under  5m  orders  ef 
n^BJor-general  Whethain,  who  commanded  in 
chief  there.  Thongh  this  precaution  was  no* 
cessary,  yet  the  Scots  JiM»bites  were  so  coo* 
fomided,  that  they  could  do  nothing  considera* 
ble;  so  that  the  chief  of  them  only  held  some 
consultntioos,  and  retired  to  their  lurking 
places.  Some  of  the  Highlanders  appeared  in 
a  body  near  fort  Wiiluunat  Inverlochy,  in  the 
western  Highlands.  But,  tbe  governor  sending- 
out  a  detachment  against  them,  they  marched 
oflf ;  so  that  they  could  do  nothing  at  that  time 
in  Scotland,  but  onlv  steal  some  cattle,  and 
took  an  opportunity  by  night  to  prodaim  tbe 
Pretender.  The  government  ordmd  tbem  to 
be  prosecuted ;  and  by  way  of  prevention,  tbe 
duke  of  Gordon  was  confined  by  the  regency 
to  tbe  city  of  Edinboi^,  on  his  parole;  hie 
son,  tbe  marqais  of  Hondey,  to  hts  house  iA 
the  north ;  and  his  son-in-law,  the  lord  Drma* 
mond,  to  his  caetle  of  that  name.  The  duke 
of  Athol,  lord  privy-seal,  who  had  caused  the 
king  to  be  prodaiaied  at  Perth,  war  ordered 
to  continue  at  his  castle  of  Blair  in  the  High- 
lands, to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  neighbour- 
hood: and  the  regency  heiilg  informed,  tiiat 
tbeHighlandei^  had  appointed  buntiujgs  when 
it  is  usual  for  the  dans  to  attend  their  chieft, 
they  forbad  those  buntiittB,  and  ordered  sir 
Donald  Maedonald  of  Slait,  one  of  those 
chids  suspected  to  he  ia  the  Pretender's  i|ite« 
rest,  to  be  made  prisoner,  and  sent  to  tbe 
castle  of  Edinboigb.  The  lord  Drummoed 
was  also ordecedto be  seized,  but eecimed  to 
the  Highlands,  from  whence  he  wrote  to  the  lords 
justices,  and  ofiered  bail  for  his  eood  behaviour. 
The  earl  of  Broadalbin,  who  had  sufficiently 
dedared  himsdf  for  the  Pretender,  though  he 
had  abjured  him  when  he  sat  as  one  of  the 
sixteen  Scots  peers^  thousht  fit  to  retire  to  ai| 
ioacoessible  castle  m  a  lake,  upon  ^which  a  de-> 
tachment  of  foot  was  ordered  to  guard  the 
avenues:  and  captain  Campbel  of  Glendorool, 
who  had  a  commission  by  tne  eari  of  Oxfordhi 
means,  to  raise  an  independent  company  in 
the  Highlands,  was  taken  at  Inveriocny,  and 
from  thence  seat  prisoner  to  Edinborgh.  The 
late  lord-treasurer  had,  a  little  before,  set  up  a 
new  chamberlain's  court  in  Scotland,  the  bid 
one  having  been  long  discontiuued,  because  ' 
arbitrary  princes  had  made  it  a  grievance  to 
the  subject.  The  design  of  reviving  it  now  was 
only  for  a  cover  to  bestow  money  upon  tucl^ 
a^Njerevi  the  coert-measores,    Aoooidinglyi 
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die  mA  of  Mar,  who  managed  Uie  attft  of 
Scotland,  recooMMMUd  bU  own  brother  ia 
kw,  sir  Hugh  Pattrson  of  Baooekbaro,  aod 
the  lord  Haddo,  eldeat  too^  theaari  of  AbeN 
deea,  to  betwooftbeooauQiiiiroert,coiikMi< 
the  queen  had  granted  a  bill  of  tfiOOl.  each, 
pajabiebj  Hr.  DaofllaSy  vaoiifrer-feaeral  of 
•be  laad-tax.  Tha  lord  yiacoaot  Kikyth,  one 
of  the  tiiteen  6coCa  peert,  aod  the  lofd  Lyo, 
king  at  amt,  two  other  reUtiooa  to  the  earl  of 
Mar,  had  aba  grants  for  the  like  tuiB.  Soon 
after  the  queen's  death  sir  Hugh  Patenon  de- 
BMnded  pajmeat  of  his  bill ;  bat  the  earl  of 
Hay,  lord-justice-geiieral  of  Scodaad,  interpos- 
ed, and  acquainted  the  regents  how  unreason* 
able  m  tbiog  this  was ;  and  particularly  that 
BMo  suspected  of  disaffection  to  his  majesty's 
gavemment,  should  have  the  public  money  dis- 
tributed among  them.  Upon  this  the  loras  rs- 
gents  ordered  the  duke  of  Athol,  lord  privy* 
seal,  to  put  an  immediate  stop  to  all  grants, 
that  were  not  pa«8ed  b^re  the  queenV  death ; 
which  disappointed  tho$e  geotkaaen  of  their 
■Boney,  and  sa?ed  4000/.  to  thegOTemment. 

When  the  king  was  proclaimed  at  Glasgow,. 
feMy  or  fifty  unknown  persons,  while  the  ma- 
gistrates  were  bu^  in  tt^ndiog  the  proclama- 
tion, took  aa  opportunity  to  pull  dewa  the 
episcopal  meeting-hoose  there,  whf  re  oae  Mr. 
Cocfcbnrn  bad  set  up  the  English  Uturgy,  by 
countenance  of  t^  lau  goveromenC)  more  to 
disgosttheciticens,  than  in  hopes  of  gaining 
prtMytes.  As  soon  as  the  aiagistrates  beard 
of  it,  they  sent  to  apprehend  the  aoiors,  aod  to 

C event  the  paMiog  down  the  house;  but  they 
d  done  their  work,  aod  made  their  escape, 
before  the  aaagistrates  came  thither;  so  that 
none  of  them  were  discover^  or  taken.  The 
jaoebite  party  took  occasion  hom  hence  to  re-, 
flcot  upon  the  presbyteriaos,  as  if  they  had 
persecuted  those  of  the  ehuroh  of  Eaglaad, 
and  insert  an  account  ^  it  in  the  Pbst-Boy, 
with  aH  the  aggrarating  circumstances,  that 
their  oBMlioe  and  invention  oould  suggest. 
Complaint  was  likcivise  made  of  it  to  tliM  re- 
cency, who  oidered  thelord  adyoeate  of  fieat- 
tond  10  inquire  iatok.  There*was  found  good 
j-easen  to  suspect,  Ihat  the  thing  was  deoe  an 
purpose  by  Che  disaieoted  par^,  io<  raise  a 
clamour;  because  Mr.  Cockbora  the  day  ba> 
fore  had  retired  with  his  family  and  eflEeeU  Ha 
Sdinburchi  thou^  the  magislr%^  of  Olas> 

ow  had  given  him  assuraooe  of  protactiea. 

"ris  account  being  taken  upon  oath  by  the 
gistrates,  and  sent  up  to  the  rq^ey,  |Nit  aa 
Tto  that  matter.  Thus  stood  the  aiairs  ia 
Seotlaod,  at  fte  time  of  king  Oeesge^  a&> 
eessioB. 

As  for  If«laad,  the  chief  thing  to  be  dreaded 
llhare  was  the  great  aamher  ot'  papists,  who 
are  ever  ready  to  thre«v  off  the  yoke  of  the 
English.  A  httle  more  conthietki  kmg  James 
t,  and  a  little  more  asststance  kom  France, 
would  hnye  eadan^red  that  kingdom.  Aftd, 
at  the  time  of  the  queen's  death  popery  was  in 
mueh  ehe  -same  situation. 
Moitd  there  seemed  <a  be  tia  •danger-  4hoai 


tba 


any  foiciga  power.  Hallaad  would  nol  fti  c« 
folilaU  eogagaoieate:  the  kiag  Umaelf  wwi 
pawerfid :  he  had  on  foot  a  good  nnmbca  o4 
troops,  whiohy  without  ohotack,  oould  have 
been  embarked  in  his  oatn  doo^pioos.  Beit, 
after  all  Lewis  14  was  stiU  alive :  It  oould  mo$ 
bedoubted,  but  that  it  was  against  his  Will  timM 
ha  had  ackaowledged  the  proteslant  saooaasiooj 
and  promiaed^  not  to  disturb  it.  He  waa  aa* 
s^reoty  in  the  same  sentiment  sull^  aad  pwr- 
baps  tiuMight  himself  fflpre  obliged  to  keep  bis 
word  with  king  Jaaies,  on  his  death  bed,  navei 
to  forsake  his  soa,  than  the  eagaaemeota,  tba 
aecessity  of  a  peace  had  forced  him  into.  It 
may  be,  what  be  would  not  do  directly^  ka 
might;^  indirectly;  with  money,  may  hoc 
tmoplfliraM  and  shipaaoon  be  had  ?  It  will  ha 
seen  in  the  course  of  this  history,  that,  without 
any  aid,  the  English  siad  Scots  raised  such  an 
insurrection,  as^aused  great  disturbaboea  ;  and 
what  wouki  they  have'done,  had  they  hami  as- 
sisted ;  in  vain  would  the-  king  have  depeadad 
on  his  own  troops ;  they  hMild  not  be  brooght 
over  without  the  eonseat  of  the  partiamatu, 
and  tbe  English  aretoojealooaof  their  liberty, 
to  suier  any  foreign  forees,  aad  it  is  with  so 
sort  of  ragretf  thatthey  beiwaaen  thoeeof 
States. 

Such  was  tbe  situation  of  tba 
minions  aad  of  Europe,  wbeo  king  George 
to  the  throne;  and  cherefora  it  is  no 
',thot,  apan  his  arrival  in  England,  hia 
first  proceedings  expressed  a  dtslilm  of  tha 
Tories  and  the  late  ministry,  and  shewed  his  at> 
tacbmeot  to  die  Whigs.  The  pcveoaa  he  had 
named  for  the  regency,  weie  a  plain  proof  wImic 
the  friends  of  the  late  ministry  were  to  eapact. 
He  had|*even  bafoia  his  asvivol,^  reotovad  tlia 
laid  Bolingbroke  aad  appointed  the  lord 
Townahend  secretary  of  etate  aa  his  raeao.  Tba 
day  after  his  lauding  at  Greenwich,  be  sent  tiia 
new  secretary  u  acquaint  the  duke  ofOrmasiJ, 
that  he  had  do  longer  oeoasion  for  his  aarvica 
as  capeaia-geaead,  bat  iroald  bagjkd  to  see  hsoi 
atoourt. 

These  dnngee  wave  follassed  by 
others:  die  duke  af  Madboiaagh  wa 
oaptaiu'fenaral  of  the  load  fogoeo,  colonel  af 
the  first  cegiment  of  foot^gaaida,  aad  asaster  o€ 
theordaaace.  The  lord  Cowper  was  madal 
lovd^^ehaacellor,  die  «ed  of  Whsiton  privy* 

aaat  af  Ireland.  The  duke  of  Devoosbias 
appointed  stewaid  mf  ctm  hooebeld  in  the 
of  earl  Paulet,  and  Mr.  James  Stanhope  aa«{ 
cicftary  ef  eiate  ia  tbe  room  of  Mr.  firoad< 
and  the  duke  of  Montrose  in  the  room  of 
earl  of  Mar.  Thadokeof  SooMieetwas 
■msier  of  tbe  bene,  Che  dake  of  Sl  AJ 
ciq»min  of  die  band  af  peasioBars,  and  tl 
duke  of  Argiile  oemmaader  ia  chief  of 
forces  in  Scodaad.  Mr.  William  Pultney 
Bsadasecretaty  of  war^  aod  Mr.  Aohert  Wal< 
peie  reoeiver  and  pay-masler^|eneral  of 
•he  guards  and  gavrrisoos,  and  att  other  foreei 
aWreat-Brimio,  andjpaymaeter  to  Chelsea  boai 
pilal,iniAMTOom«f  Mr.How  aodMr.Maardl 
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Hie  firwy  council  vras  (dissolved,  and  a  nt tv  ^ 
ooedadaredyof  which  the  earl  of  Nottingham 
was  preaideDt.  Out  of  the  pmy  counsellors  a 
cabinec  council  was  formea,  consisting  chiefly 
ef  the  lord-^banceUor,  the  duke  of  Martbo- 
nogh,  the  earis  of  Nottingham,  Saoderland, 
Ihelonis  Unllifaz,  Townsend,  Sommers,  and 
geocfal  Stanhope.  All  these  had  distinguished 
tte— elves  by  their  professed  opposition  to  the 
toe  DMAsuresy  and  the  peace. 

The  governors  of  places  were  also  most  of 
tbemcbuiged.  General  Erie  was  made  go- 
vernor of  Portsmouth,  There  were  as  nmoy 
akeradoos  in  IreUnd  as  in  England.  Before 
the  king's  arrival,  the  behaviour  of  sir.  Con« 
ttantbe  Pbipps  bad  been  such,  that  the  re- 
geiH^  had  removed  him,  as  well  as  the  archbi- 
tkop  of  Armagh,  from  being  lords-justices  of 
that  kingdom,  and  in  tbetr  room  appointed  the 
8rchbisl»p  of  Dubtio  and  tbe  earl  of  Kildare, 
fi>r  which  they  bad  the  king's  letter  of  appro- 
bation and  thanks.  Alan  Broderick  was  made 
lord  chancellor  of  Ireland,  and  William  Whit- 
ihed  diiet*  j  ostice/  The  privy^^council  was  also 
^isolved,  and  another  named,  of  which  tbe 
Me  of  Orraond  was  one. 

All  these  changes  were  made  before  the  co- 
rooation,  which  was  filed  to  the  20th  of  Oc- 
tober. The  king  is  by  some  blamed,  for  not 
bavmg  joined  to  the  great  number  of  Whigs  a 
ftw  more  of  tbe  Tories,  which  they  suppose 
voold  have  prevented  the  general  discontent  of 
t^t  party.  But  it  was  very  difficult  for  the 
kisignoc  to  do  as  he  did.  The  inclination  which 
tibe  Pretender  had  indiscreetly  asserted,  the 
qoeen  had  for  him  in  the  latter  years  of  her  Hfe, 
oooM  be  ascribed  only  to  those  who  had  the 
numagement  of  affairs.  Tbe  ministry,  reso- 
btdy  bent  to  end  the  war,  notwithstandifig 
the  complaints  of -all  the  allies  (who  placed 
ihetr  safecy  in  tbe  humbling  of  France)  and 
laiciculariy,  notwithstanding  the  repeated  op^ 
position  of  tbe  duke  of  Hanover,  they  could 
not  but  be  sensible,  th;it,  if  he  one  day  became 
their  master  he  would  not  fail  to  sacrifice 
tbon  to  his  own,  and  the  resentment  of  the 
allies,  whose  projects  they  had  disappointed, 
and  whose  hopes  they  had  confoimded.  It  was 
therefore  natural  to  think,  they  bad  taken  mea* 
sores  to  prevent  any  danger  from  him.  A  thou- 
saad  circumstances  supported  these  conjee- 
tares  :  Tbe  dowry  paid  to  king  James's  queen  : 
tke  small  reward  offered  for  taking  the  Pre- 
tender; the  conniving  at  the  listing  of  men  in 
his  service :  the  suffering  the  revolution  to  be 
pibUcly  talked  and  preached  against,  and  doc- 
tmes  to  be  vented,  destructive  of  the  princi- 
ples on  which  it  was  built :  tbe  little  care  to 
have  an  eye  to  Scothuid,  to  redress  tbe  griev- 
ances complained  of  by  that  nation,  and  which 
were  capable  of  driving  them  to  extremities  : 

a  rod  unprovided  of  troops  as  well  as  Scot- 
and  Ireland,  whilst  under  frivolous  pre- 
ttaces several  regiments  were  kept  in  Flanders; 
tf  this  amounted  to  a  sort  of  demonstration, 
tfttt  the  queen's  death  alone  had  prevented  the 
Mntiag  of  the  Protestant  succession,  and  the 

vou  vn. 


destroying  all  that  bad  been  done  /or  above 
twenty  years  to  secure  and  justify  the  exclu- 
sion of  k log  James  and  his  pretended  heir.  Now 
can  there  be  to  a  prince  attacked  m  so  im- 
portant a  point,  any  room  for  pardon  or  dissimu- 
lation ? 

Besides  there  was  a  kind,  of  nec^sity  to  es- 
pouse one  of  the  two  parties,  who  had  by  turns 
prevailed  uuder  king  William  and  queen  Anne. 
By  that  means  he  would  be  freed  from  the 
continual  trouble  of  managing  and  keepine  the 
balance  even  between  them,  and  perhaps  from 
the  danger  of  having  both  turn  against  him. 
The  Wbigs  were  really  enemies  of  France  and  t 
the  Pretender,  and  could  not  be  otherwise ; 
they  had  constantly  declared  for  the  Protestant 
succession,  and  though  in  some  of  tjieir  pro- 
ceedings the  spirit  of  party  no  less  appeared 
than'a  true  zeal,  yet  they  might  bd  depended 
upon.  To  the  Whigs  the  court  of  Hanover  was 
iodebted,  for  obliging  the  French  kiug  and  the 
duke  of  Lorrain  not  to  suffer  the  Pretender  in 
their  dominions,  and  for  the  advices  of.  what 
was  contriving  against  tbe  interests  of  the  Pro- 
testant successor.  This  bein^  the  case,  there 
was  no  room  to  deliberate  which  party  to  chuse. 
King  Williaro,  accustomed  4rom  his  youth  to 
dissimulation,  might  have  deliberated,  or  seem- 
ed to  have  done  so;  but  the  elector  <}f  Han- 
over, absolute  master  in  bis  German  dominions, 
and  consequently  unused  to  faction  and  party. 
Was  hardly  capable  of  that  dissimulation,  so 
reouisite  in  a  government  like  that  of  England. 

Notwitlistanding  all  the  changes  and  the  dis- 
grace of  so  many  persons,  no  ill  efiects  fol- 
lowed. Addresses*  from  the  universities,  the 
counties,  cities,  boroughs  and  corporations, 
expressed  the  public  joy  and  satisfaction  at  tha 
king's  accession,  though  in  a  very  different  stile; 
for  some  insinuated  that  tbeprotestant  succes- 
sion had  not  been  in  danger,  whilst  others 
spoke  of  the  late  ministry  in  very  severe  terms, 
and  mentioned  the  utmost  dread  of  their  mea^ 
sures.  * 

The  first  time  tbe  king  was  present  at  the 

f)rivy-council,  after  he  had  taken  the  oath  re- 
ating  to  tbe  security  of  the  church  of  Scot- 
land, he  made  tbe  following^eclaration  : 

"  Having  in  my  Answers  to  addresses  of  both 
houses  of  parliament,  full^  expressed  my  reso- 
lution to  defend  the  religious  and  civil  rights  of 
all  my  subjects,  there  remains  very  little  for  me 
to  say  upon  this  occasion. — Yet  having  been 
willing  to  omit  no  opportum'ty  of  giving u 
possible  assurances  to  a  people,  who  have  a\ , 
ready  deserved  so  well  of  me ;  I  take  this  oc 
casion  also  to  express  to  you  my  firm  purpose, 
to  do  all  that  is  in  my  power  for  the  supporting 
and  aiaintaining  the  churches  of  England  and 
Scotland,  as  they  are  severally  by  law  esta- 
blished r  which  I  am  of  opinion  may  be  ef- 
fectually  done,  without  the  lease  impi^irip^  tbe 
toleration  allowed  by  law  to  protestant  dissen- 
ters, so  agreeable  to  christian  chkrity,  and  so 
necessary  to  the  trade  and  riches  of  this  king- 
dom. The  good  effects  of  making  property  se- 
cure are  no  where  so  clearly  se^n,  and .to  to 
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great  a  degree,  as  in  this  bappy  kingdom ;  and 
I  assure  you,  ihat  there  is  not  any^  among  you 
shall  more  earnestly  endeavour  the  preservation 
of  it  than  myself." 

At  the  same  time  the  prince  royal  was  de- 
clared prince  of  Wales,  and  took  his  seat  at 
the  upper  end  of  the  boards  at  the  king's  right 
band.  Soon  after  the  treasury  was  put  in 
oommission,  and  also  the  admiralty.  Th6  com- 
mi88i9ner9  of  the  treasury  were  the  lord  Hal- 
lifax,  sir  Richard  Onslow  chancellor  of  tlie  ex- 
cbeqaer,  sir  William  St.  Qnintin,  Edward 
Wortley  Montague,  and  Paul  Methuen.  Those 
of  the  admiralty  were  the  earl  of  Orford,  sir 
George  Bjrng,  George  Dodington,  sir  John 
Jennings  sir  Charles  Turner,  Abraham  Stan- 
"yan,  and  George  fiailie.  John  Aislabie  was 
macl^  treasurer  of  the  navy,  and  the  earl  of 
Chdmondeley  was  appointed  treasurer^  Hugh 
Boscawen  comptroller,  and  Edmund. Donch 
master  of  the  King's  houshold.  Dr.  Samuel 
Garth  was  knighted,  who  had  lately  published  a 
l!<atin  dedication,  which  he  intended  to  prefix 
to  an  edition  of  Lucretius  three  years  before  : 
but  it  was  not  then^ thought  seasonable. 

On  the  9tb  of  October,  N.  S.  the  two  eldest 
princesses  of  Great  Britain,  Anne  and  Amelia, 
Bet  out  from  Hatlo?er,  to  go  by  easy  joumies, 
to  the  Hague  ;  tbe  youngest  princess  Ctroline 
being  left  at  PJanover,  on  account  of  a  late  in- 
disposition. Three  days  after,  the  princess  of 
Wales  set  out  for  Holland,  attended  by  the 
countess  of  Picklebuigh  ; '  and,  on  the  17th, 
arrived  at  the  Hague,  with  the  two  eldest  prin- 
cesses her  daughters.  The  next  morning  she 
received  the  compliments  of  tbe  states  general, 
by  deputies  nominated  for  that  purpose  ;  and, 
the  weather  being  fair,  she  appeared  in  the  af- 
ternoon in  the  Voorhout,  attended  by  a  very 
numerous  train  of  coaches ;  and,  in  the  even- 
ing, kept  a  drawing  room,  at  which  all  the  la- 
dies and  persons  of  distinction  of  that  place 
were  present  The  next  day  she  received  visits 
from  tbe  French  ambassador,  and  other  foreign 
ministers.  The  earl  of  Berkeley  and  Sir  John 
Walter  of  the  green  cloth  were  come  thither 
five  days  before,  having  left  the  squadron  of 
men  of  war  at  Helvoet-sluys,  with  orders  for 
the  yachts  to  come  up  to  Rotterdttra.  The 
princess  being  informed  by  the  earl,  that  the 
veind  was  easterly,  on  tbe  30tli  of  October, 
N  S.  she  went  on  board  a  yacht  of  the  states 
of  Holland,  accompanied  by  tbe  earl  of  Albipr- 
marle,  and  the  rest  of  the  deputies  of  that  pro- 
vince ;  by  tbe  count  of  Hanau,  and  tbe  countess, 
her  sister,  prince  William  of  Hesse,  and  the 
prince  of  AnhauIc.The  earl  of  Strafford  accom- 
panied her  also  part  of  ber  way  to  Rotterdam, 
where  being  arrived,  she  embarked  on  boarj 
tbe  Mary  yacht,  and -with  the  two  princesses 
and  their  retinue,  landed  at  Margate,  Oct*. ber 
11,  O.  8,  and  the  next  evening  arrived  at  Ro- 
chester. Tbe  prince  of  Wales,  having  early 
that  day  received  the  news  of  her  arrival,  set 
out  about  seven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  accom- 
panied by  tbe  dokes  of  Somerset  ami  Argyle, 
atid  tbe  tarlof  Bridgewater|Iord-cbamberIain 


to  their  royal  highnesses.  The  prince  met  the 
princess  beyond  Rochester,  where  she  was  at- 
tended by  the  countesses  of  Dorset  and  Berke^ 
lev,  who' had  been  named  two  of  the  ladies 
on  he  bed-chamber.  Their  royal  bigbn esses  pa«s^ 
ed  through  the  city  of  London  in  a  chariot  vrith 
six  horses,  followed  by  another,  in  which  were 
the  two  young  princesses,  and  came  to  St< 
Jmnes's  on  the  13th  of  October. 

The  day  appointed  for  the  coronation  drawing 
near,  the  king,  as  usual  on  such  occasions,  ad« 
vanced  some  of  the  peers  to  higher  titles,  and 
created  some  new  on^.  I^e  days  after,  the 
coronation  was  performed  at  Westminster  with 
great  magnificence.  '  There  never  Xnras  so  great 
an  appearance  of  lords  spiritual  and  temporal 
as  on  this  occasion,  no  less  than  17  archbishops 
and  bishops,  though  two  sees  were  then  vacant  , 
all  the  dukes  in  or  about  London,  except  th« 
duke  of  Buckingham  ;  seventy  earls  and  vis 
counts,  and  amongst  them  tbe  earl  of  Oxford 
and  viscount  Bolingbroke ;  and  as  many  ba- 
rons.  The  demonstrations  of  joy  throughout 
the  kingdom  on  the  f  oronation-day  seemed  to 
be  genera?,  and  were  in  proportion  as  splendid 
as  at  London,  some  few  olaces  excepted,  wher< 
the  rabble  shewed  their  hatred  to  theprotestant 
snccession,  by  riots  and  outrages.  Tne  univer- 
sity  of  Oxford  ([who,  the  day  before,  had  pre 
sented  to  the  king  by  t)r.  Uardiner,  their  vice- 
chancellor,  a  book  of  verses  on  tbe  death  oi 
queen  Anne,  and  the  accession  of  his  majesty  tc 
the  throne)  on  the  coronation-day,  conferred 
unanimously,  in  a  full  convocation,  the  degree 
of  doctor  of  civil  law  on  sir  Constantnic 
Phipps,  with  all  imaginable  marks  of  honour  anc 
esteem. 

The  first  afiair  tbe  king  turned  his  thoughts  tc 
was  the  execution  of  an  article  of  the  treaty 
of  Utrecht,  the  demolition  of  Dunkirk  ;  frou 
whence  the  trade  of  England  and  Holland  ha< 
been  greatly  incommoded  during  tbe  late  wars 
Instead  of  executing  this  article,  the  Frcnc! 
king  had  entirely  evaded  it ;  and  therefore  Mr 
Prior,  who  was  still  resident  at  Paris^  was  or 
dered  to  present  a  Memorial  to  him,  pressing 
the  performance  of  the  9th  article  of  the  treatj 
of  Utrecht.  The  French  kipg,  who  had  uscJ 
the  distinction  of  the  letter  and  spirit  of  trea 
ties  to  justify  his  noncompliance  with  the  treatj 
of  partition,  adhered  to  the  letter  of  this,  tttu 
pretended  he  had  fulfilled  it  in  the  utmost  ex 
tent.  His  answer  was  not  satisfactory  ;  Prio 
was*  recalled,  and  tbe  earl  of  Stair  sent  in  hi 
room,  who  prosecuted  the  affiur  with  great  vi 
gour.  Tbe  court  of  France  would  not  yield 
and  declared  in  express  terms,  Mardyke  wa 
not  Dunkirk,  and  that  the  treaty  of  Utrech 
did  not  deprive  the  king  of  the  natural  right  o 
a  soverei);n,  to  make  what  works  be  shoub 
judge  proper  for  the  preservation  of  his  subiecti 
The  truth  is,  the  plenipotentiaries  of  &rea 
Britain  had  been  too  negligent  in  'the  affaii 
In  stipulating  the  demolition  of  Dunkirk,  it  iRra 
doubtless  their  intention  that  another  and  bette 
harbour  shouki  not  be  made  on  that  coast :  bu 
then  it  should  have  b6eir  so  expressed  ;    qtbei 
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vbe  in  ssch  AiticlM  ail  ad  viinuigot  will  be  tftkea 
hj  those  on  whom  they  are  imposed. 

The  same  fault  had  been  committed  in  the 
treat  J  of  oomiDerce  with  Spain.  The  ad  van - 
fi^gei  obtained  in  the  body  of  the  treaty  were 
lUespbined  away  by  the  separate  artioles, 
iod  t4e  resoU  ^w,  that  the  British  goods  and 
■ercfaandiaes  paid  seven  per  cent,  more  than  bad 
been  paid  before.  King  George  applied  him- 
self also  to  redress  thjs  grievance.  Bpain,  in 
ifluuiian  of  France,  adhered  to  the  letter  of 
the  treaty,  and  would  not  agree  that  the  terms 
iboQid  be  explained  aocordipg  to  the  intendoos 
of  tbe  qoeeif's  pknipotentiaVies ;  and  it  was 
not  till  after  much  time  and  pains  that  this,  and 
several  other  difficulties  relating  to  tbe  ^ssiento 
coqCtmcI,  were  adjusted.  So  true  is  it,  that  a 
QBod  B^gotiatof  is  as  rare  and  as  useful  as  a 
great  geoeraL 

The  Barrier  Traaty,  which  was  negpciating  at 
Antwerp  between  the  emperor  and  the  States 
Geoeraly  and  which  was  of  great  conseqaeuce 
to  the  trade  of  Enjgland,  drew  also  the  atten- 
tiofl  of  tbe  new  king.  General  Cadogan,  in- 
ti«aie  £nead  of  the  duke  of  Marlboroagh,  was 
seat  as  plenipotentiary. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  behaviour  of  the  ja- 
oobite  and  high  church  party  occa»ioned  the 
pshlishiag  %  proclamatioo  for  suppressing  of 
lioCs  and  tuouilta.  Seditious  libels  were  with 
great  imiustry  dispersed,  jealousies  infused  into 
weak  minds,  and  the  grouodlese  clamour  of  the 
dagger  of  the  church  revived.  In  November 
ibt  dokes  of  Marlborough,  Shrewsbury,  and 
Aigyle,  the  earis  of  Nottingham  and  Sonder- 
Isad,  tbe  lord  Townsheod,  the  marquis  de 
Mom^leone  the  Spanish  ambassador,  the  count 
deNostiz,  and  several  oMier  persons  of  dis- 
tsaoioo,  received,  by  the  mail  from  France, 
copiea  of  a  paper,  printed  in  English,  French 
sadLatio,  ti^ed  at  the  top  James  R.  and  dated 
u  Plombieres  the  99ih  of  Augnst,  iri4,  N.  S. 
beioga  kind  of  manifesto  or  declaration  of  the 
Pretender,  ascrtiag  his  claim  to  tbe  crown  of 
Great  Britain.  He  says,  *  The  revolution 
<  nooed  tlie  English  monarchy^  laid  the  foun- 
'  datiOQ  of  a  republican  government,  and  de- 
'  vulred  the  sovereign  power  on  the  people.' 
He  observety  *  That  when  he  found  the  treaty 
^  of  peace  was  upoo  the  point  of  being  con- 
'  eluded  without  any  regard  to  hiro«  he  pnbiish- 
'  ed,  in  April  1712,  bis  protestation  against  it.' 
He  then  ^ves  the  reason  of  his  sitting  still'  for 
socae  time  past,  in  these  remarkable  words : 
'  Yet,  contrary  to  our  expecutions,  upon  the 
'  death  of  the  princess  our  sister  (nf  whose  giH}d 
« ictcnciuas  towards  us,  we  could  not  for  some 
'  tiiae  iiast  well  doubt ;  and  this  was  the  reason 
'  wa  then  sat  still,  expecting  the  good  effects 
'  thereof;  which  were  unfortunately  prevented 
'  by  her  deplorable  deaAi)  we  found  that  our 
*  people,  instead  of  taking  this  favourable  op- 
'  ponaaitj  of  retrieving  the  honour  and  tr«ie 
'interest  of  their  country,  by  doing  us  and 
'  thcaiselves  Justice,  h'id  immediately  proclairo- 
'  «l  for  their  king  a  foreign  prince,  tu  our  pre- 
'  jidicc^  contraiy  to  the  fuQda«ieat4  And  ia- 


*  contesUble  laws  of  hereditary  right,  which 
^  their  pretended  acts  of  settlement  can   never 

*  abrogaCe.'  Tbe  persons  who  received  this  de- 
claration, thought  it  their  duty  to  deliver  it  into 
the  hands  of  the  secretaries  of  state ;  upon  which 
the  marquis  de  lamberti,  the  duke  of  Lorr&in's 
minister,  was  forbid  the  court,  because  such  a 
thipg  could  not  be  done  at  Plombieres  without 
the  countenance  of  his  master ;  and  the  fol- 
lowing messaee  was  delivered  to  him  by  the 
lord  Townsh&d  :  ''  That  it  was  inconsistent 
with  his  miyesty*s  hoooun  and  dignity,  as  well 
as  interest,  to  admit  to  audience  tbe  minister 
of  a  prince,  who  at  that^very  juncture,  gava 
shelter  and  protection  to  a  Pretender,  and  an 
open  enemy  to  his  dominions.''  The  marqnis 
transmitted  this  message  to  the  duke  ef  Lorrain, 
left  London,  and,  and  went  to  Oxford  to  wait 
his  master's  answer.  This  gave  just  cause  of 
suspicion,  that  the  Pretender  and  his  frieiidt 
had  formed  a  party  in  that  university  to  ad- 
vance his  interest,  as  it  afterwards  appeared. 
The  marquis,  having  received  the  duke  of  Lor- 
rain's  answer,  dated  at  Nancy,  December  tbe 
9tb,  1714,N.  S.  communicated  it  to  the  lord 
Townstiend.    It  was  to  this  eflfect ; 

**  I  belies.  Sir,  you  no  ways  doubt  of  my 
being  extremely  surprised  to  hear  by  the  coti- 
rier,  which  came  from  you,  that,  when  you  ap- 
plied to  my  lord  Townsheod  to  obtain  an  au- 
dience, that  minister  made  answer,  that  since 
the  chevalier  de  St^  George  remained  still  ia 
my  dominions,  the  king  thought  fit  to  forbid 
you  the  court :  ia  case  bis  majesty  should  coi^ 
tinue  in  this  disagreeable  resolution  with  respect 
to  me,  I  mast  submit  to  his  pleasure,  and  you 
have  nothing  else  to  do,  but  to  return  hither  aa 
soon  as  you  are  able.  However,  you  are  first 
to  apply  to  the  duke  of  Marlborough,,  and  to 
the  kmg's  ministers,  desiring  them  to  lay  before 
his  m^esty  the  unfortunate  situation  1  ^m  in, 
if,  after  having  been  so  ready  to  let  the  king 
know  the  part  I  take  in  his  accession  to  the 
crown  of  England,  and  afler  having  been  on« 
ef  the  first  to  make  my  compliments,  <and  show 
my  zeal  on  this  occasion,  all  Europe  should  bo 
acquainted,  that  his  majesty  h»d  some  reason 
to  be  dibsatisfied  with  me.  That  I  cannot  con- 
ceive, Whence  this  should  proceed,  since  at 
to  the  chevnlier  de  St.  George,  the  world 
knows,  by  whut  means  he  came  into  this  coaii<^ 
try  :  that  ever^r  one  iii  informed  of  the  i»Uuatioii 
o^  my  territories,  which  are  surrounded  and 
cut  tlirough  on  all  sides  by  Fratice :  that  it  it 
known  how  1  had  no  share  in  his  coming  int6 
my  country :  that  I  neither  invited  him  to  come 
thither,  nor  could  I  force  him  to  go  nv»uy  :  that 
lately  upon  the  deatii  oi  queen  Anne,  1  knew 
nothiiig  of  his  leaving  Bar,  till  twelve  hours 
after  he  was  gone  from  th«>n('e ;  and  J  kf<ew 
nothing  of  hih  return  to  Btr,  till  after  he  was 
come  back,  asli  traveller,  that  (Eoes  backwards 
and  forwards  in  an  open  c<>oniry,  and  inier<^ 
mixed  with  otiier  territortes  as  mine  is  :  a^  to 
the  manifesto  or  dedttration  dated  at  Plom- 
bieres, which  the  tbevalier  de  St.  George  bad 
got  printedi  I  kiievr  nothing  more  of  it^  than  that 
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he  gnre  me  one  after  it  hnd  been  published  ; 
but  that  really  I  am  much  concerned  to  ho^r 
trom  you,  that  it  has  been  reported,^  that  the 
same  manifestoes  have  been  spread  abroad  by 
jou,  or  those  of  your  retinue.  I  own  to  you, 
that  I  am  extremely  concerned  at  this,  and  that 
in  some  sort  it  sterns  to  be  a  design  to  make  me 
uueasy,  to  give  out,  that  either  lor  my  servants 
meddled  in  such  an  affair. 

**  These  are  the  reasons,  which  I  have  to 
ofter,  and  which  I  would  have  you  desire  those 
gentlemen  to  lay  before  the  ^ing,  in  hopes  they 
will  convince  bis  majesty  of  my  most  respectful 
adherence  to  biro,  and  that  his  majesty  will  be 
pleased  to  admit  you  to  an  iiudience. 

*'  But,  if  contrary  to  my  expectation,  the 
king  will  not  grant  you  an  audience,  you  are  to 
come  away,  having  desired  the  ministers  to  let 
the  king  know  the  concern  I  am  under  ;  and 
that  I  hope  his  mnjestj^  will  please  to  accept  of 
roy  good  intentions,  and  the  early  care  I  took 
to  shew  him  the  inviolable  zeal  I  have  for  him." 

When  the  marquis  communicated  this  letter 
to  the  kingV  ministers,  he,  at  the  same  time, 
expressed  his  master's  **  deep  concern  at  this 
anlueky  affair,  which  obstructed  the  friendship 
and  good  understanding  be  had  so  early  sought 
with  bis  Britannic  majesty,  for  whom  he  ever  en- 
tertained the  highest  esteem  and  veneration." 
And  he  likewise  expressed  bis  own  particular 
concern,  and  the  ^reat  mortification-  it  was  to 
him,  not  to  be  admitted  to  a  court  which  he  had 
so  great  a  desire  to  be  made  known  to.  He 
was  answered,  **  Thath  was  not  out  of  any  pre- 
judice to  bis  person,  nor  even  to  the  person 
of  his  master,  for  whom  the  king  had  a  great 
esteem.  But,  that,  as  aflairs  stood  at  present, 
though  his  excuses  were,  in  some  measure,  al- 
lowable, yet  his  majesty  Was  the  best  judge  of 
what  was  consistent  with  his  pWn  honour  and 
dignity ;  and,  as  his  majesty  was  likewise  sen- 
sible of  the  duke's  readiness  to  seek  and  cul- 
tivate a  friendship  with  his  majesty,  so  the 
king  wished,  that  the  causes,  which  ob- 
structed the  same  at  present,  might'  be  speedily 
removed."  The  marquis  6tiding  by  this  answer, 
that  his  majesty  insisted  on  the  removal  of  the 
Pretender  from  the  dominions  of  Lorrain,  be- 
fore be  would  admit  bim  to  aii  audience,  took 
his  leave  of  iha  lord  Townshend,  and,  on  the 
13th  of  December,  set  out  on  his  return  home. 
In  answer  to  that  part  of  the  duke  of  Lorrain's 
letter,  wherein  he  alledge^,  "That his  territories 
•re  surrounded  and  cut  through  on  all  sides  by 
France ';  that  be  neither  invited  the  chevalier 
de  St.  George  thither,  nor  could  force  litm  to 
go  away  ;**  a  paper  transmitted  hither  by  Mr. 
Prior,  and  delivered  to  bim  by  the  marquis 
deTorcy,  was  said  to  be  produced  to  the  inarquis, 
whereby  his  most  christian  majesty  declared, 
*'  That  he  neither  did,  nor  would  in  any  manner 
C'>ncem  himself  with  the  chevalier  de  St. 
George  ;"  which  declaration  was  directly  con- 
traiy  to  the  duke  of  Lorrain's  allegation.  « 

\v  hen  the  Pretender's  declaration  came  first 
into  England,  and  was  published  in  the  fo- 
reign printSi  (be  Jf^cobites  and  Tories  Insisted 


upon  its  being  a  contrivance  of  the  Wbigs^  Uw 
reflect  on  the  memory  0f  the  queen,  and  to 
fix  aif  odium  upon  ihc  high  churdh-party,  be- 
cause in  that  declaration  he  said  ^  That  for 
some  time  past  be  coald  not  well  doubt  of  bi» 
sister^s  good  intentions  towards  him.*'  But  they 
were  much  confounded  by  the  duke  of  Lorrain's 
letter,  which  owned  the  declaration  to  be  ge- 
nuine, and  that  the  Pretender  himself  had  given 
hjm  one  of  them. 

About  the  latter  end  of  November,  the  kin^ 
advanced  the  salaries  of  the  chief*jostice  of 
the  king's-bench,  and  of  the  chief  barons  of  the 
exchequer,  to  the  same  sum,  as  was  allowed  the 
chief  justice  of  the  common  pleas,  being  2,000/ 
a  year,  and  the  salaries  of  the  other  nine  judges 
to  1,500/.  a  year. 

About  this  time  Addresses  were  set  on  foat  io 
Scotland,  for  dissolving  the, union  ;  and  it  was 
also  proposed,  that  none  should  be  elected 
members  of  parliament  there,  but  such  as 
would  promise  to  use  tlieir .  endeavours  for  that 
purpose.  Many  well-meaning  people  seemed  at 
first  inclinable  to  fall  in  with  those  measures  ; 
but  wl^en  they  found,  that  the  Jacobites  were 
the  most  zealous  io  pushing  this  affair,  io  order 
to  rais»  confusion  and  'dis^>rd  betwixt  the  two 
nations,  they  refused  to  concur,  and  referred 
their  grievances  by  the  union  to  be  considered^ 
when  the  nation  stiould  be  better  settled.  Sot 
there  was  a  quite  different  spirit  among  the 
bigh-cht»ch  part^  in  England,  who  excited 
riuts  and  tumults  in  many  parts  of  the  king^oiOy 
to  which  they  had  been  encouraged  by  the  Pre- 
tender's declaration.  To  prevent  these  die- 
orders,  a  proclamation  was  published  on  the 
6th  of  December. 

On  the  5th  of  Janiiarjr,  1715,  a  Proclamation 
was  published  for  dissolving  the  parliament,  ajid^ 
on  the  15th,  another  ivas  issued  for  caUin|r  a 
new  one,  in  the  following  terms  :  "  It  havin|^ 
pleased  Almighty  God,  by  most  remarkable 
steps  of  his  providence,  to  bring  us  safe,  to  the 
crown  of  this  kingdom,  notwithstanding  the 
designs  of  evil  med,  who  shewed  themselves 
disaffected  to  our  succession,  and  who  have 
since,  with  the  utmost  degree  of  malice,  mis- 
represented our  *  firm  resolutions  and  uniform 
endeavours  to  preserve  and  defend  our  most 
excellent  constitution  both  in  church  and  state, 
and  attempted,  by  many  false  suggestions,  to 
render  us  suspected  to  our  people  ;  we  cannot 
omit,  pii  this  occasion  of  first  sifmrnoaing  our 
parliament  of  Great  Britain,  in  justice  to  our- 
selves, and  that  the  miscarriages  of  others  may 
not  be  imputed  to  us,  at  a  time,  when  false  im- 
pressions may  do  the  greatest  and  irrecoverable 
hurt,  before  they  can  be  cleared  up,  to  signify 
to  our  whole  kingdom,  that  we  wei«  very  much 
concerned,  at  our  accession  to  the  crown,  to 
find  the  public  affairs  of  our  kingdom  under 
the  greatest  difficulties,  as  welHn  respeot  of  our 
trade,  and  interruption  of  our  navigation,  as 
of  the  great  debts  of  oar  nation,  whic)^,  we 
were  surprised  to  observe,  had  been  very  much 
increased  since  the  conclusion  of  the  last  war. 
We  do  luH  therefor^'doubti  that;  if  the  ePHliof 
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I  should  be  made  by  our  loving  subjects 
with  time  ftat'etj  and  freedom,  which  by  law 
tbtj  are  eniiiled  to,  and  we  ace  firmly  resolved 
to  akaintain  to  them,  they  will  send  up  to  par- 
hainentthe  fittes:  persons  to  redress  the  present 
diMfders,  and  to  provide  for  the  peace  and 
bappioesa  of  our  ktngdoin,  and  the  ease  of  our 
people  for  the  fbtare  ;  and  therein  will  have 
a  paitkiilar  regard  to  such  as  shewed'  a  firm- 
■ess  to  the  protestaot  succession,  when  it  w^ 
ID  daoger." 

The  late  ministry,  foreseeing  they  should  be 
called  to  ao  account  for  their  conduct,  had  fre- 
qaeot  consaltatioos  how  to  avoid  the  storm  ; 
and  soon  after  a  traiterous  libel  was  published, 
ondertbetiUeof,  **  English  Advice  to' the  Free- 
« holders  of  Great  Britain."  Nothing  could 
bt  osore  fall  of  mf^lice  and  falsehoo,d  against  the 
kind's  person  and  family ;  as  well  as  a^inst 
the  Whigs  in  general,  and  the  present  ministry  ; 
and  it  was  artfully  contrived  to  raise  discontents 
among  the  people  against  the  government,  and 
to  possess  them  with  an  opinion,  that  the 
chorch  was  in  danger  by  his  majesty's  adminis- 
tratkm.  Ic  wascarefiilly  dispersed  through  the 
coootry,  and  ereat  ntmibers  of  them  were  in- 
tcfoepted  id  the  city  of  Exeter.  Upon  which 
the  government  issued  out  a  proclamation,  pro- 
nisiog  a  reward  of  1,000/.  for  the  discovery  of 
the  author  of  the  libel,  and  500/.  for  the  dis- 
covery of  tbe  printer.    But  to  no  purpose. 

The  sataie  day,  tbe  mismanaeeinent  of  the 
late  ministry,  with  regard  to  Chelsea-college, 
was  made  public  by  x>rder  of  the  privy-coun- 
al ;  opon  which,  the  government  of  that  hos- 
pital was  changed,  and  brigadier  Stanwick  ap- 
pointed ^venior. 

Tbe  wl  of  Strafiord  being  returned  toEng- 
had!,  an  order  of  council  was  issued,  that  the 
lord  Townsend  and  Mr.  Stanhope,  secretaries 
of  state,  sbuold  go  to  him,  and  demand  the  ori- 
ciaal  ibstractions  and  orders,  and  all  letters  he  ' 
Md  received  from  thie  late  tiiinistry,or  any  fo- 
reign prince  or  minister,  and  copies  of  ail  in- 
stntftioos,  of  which  he  had  not  the  originuls  ; 
aod  also  all  letters  writ  by  him  to  any  per- 
son wbatsoever,  rela(ing  to  his  negotiatioas, 
from  the  time  of  his  first  being  at  the  Hnisue. 
Tbe  earl  delivered  them  two  trunks,  which 
be  said,  contained  what  they  desired  ;  and 
orders  «ere  sent  to  seal  up  his  papers,  that 
were  oo  ship-board,  or  at  the  custom-house. 

Mr.  Prior,  who  had  been  deep  in  the  mea- 
sures of  tbe  Uite  ministry,  was  now  otdered 
home,  tbe  earl  of  Stair  being  arrived  at  Paris, 
where  be  had  several  conferences  with  tbe 
aarquis  de  Torcy,  and  presented  memorials 
about  the  canal  and  intended  pore  at  Mardyke, 
aaci  signified  to  the  court  of  France,  that  he 
had  orders  not  to  uke  i^py  character  upon  him, 
tiU  he  had  a  clear  aod  positive  answer  to  the 
mcniorials. 

The  elections  for  the  new  parliament  were 
now  carrring  on  with  great  warmth  by  both 
pBities,  bat  with  most  success  on  the  side  of 
tin  Whigs.'  The  electors  in  some  counties 
ttd  dtiet  drew  op  ioftmctions  for  their  repre- 


sentatives, the  most  remarkable  of  which  were 
those  of  the  city  of  London,  wherein  was  this 
passage ;  "  We  desire  and  expect,  that  you 
will  inquire  by  whose  counsel  it  was,  that,  after 
God  had  blessed  the  arms  of  her  late  majesty, 
and  her  allies,  with  a  train  of  unparalleled 
successes,  she  was  prevailed  upon,  contrary  to 
the  grand  alliance,  and  her  repeated  promises 
from  the  throne  to  both  houses,  to  send  to,  or 
receive  managers  from  France,  to  treat  sepa- 
rately of  a  peace,  without  the  knowledge  and 
consent  of  our  allies.'^ 

In  Scotland  the  Tones  published  a  circular 
letter,  to  dissuade  the  Scotch  lords  from  voting 
for  the  Whigs,  or,  as  they  pretended,  for  the 
sixteen  peers,  of  whom  the  duke  of  Argyle  had 
brought  a  list  from  England.  But  this  letter 
made  little  impression,  and  the  following  peers 
wereelected-,  the  dukes  of  Roxburgh  and  Mon*  - 
trose  ;  the  niarquisses  ^of  Tweedale,  Lothian, 
and  Annftndale;  the  earls  of  Sutherland, 
Rothes,  Buchan,  Loudon,  Orkney,  Stair,  Bute, 
Deloraine  and  Ilay ;  and  the  lords  Ross  and 
Belbayen.  All  these  lords  were  distinguished 
hy  their  attachment  to  the  revolution,  and  had 
contributed  to  the  union  to  the  utmost  of  their 
power.  1'he  marquis  of  Annandale,  of  the 
antient  family  of  Johnstoun,  had  openly  de- 
clared for  king  William,  though,  shortly  after 
mdeedj  he  declareil  for  king  James.  But  he 
repented  of  thnt  step,  and  for  his  faithful  ser- 
vices was  employed  in  places  of  trust.  The 
marquis  of  Lothian  was  a  great  promoter  of 
the  revolution.  He  had,  in  the  reign  of  kin^ 
James  3,  married  ii  daughter  of  the  earl  of 
Argyle,  beheaded  by  that  prince,  purely  out  of 
a  pnnciple  of  honour,  and,  to  shew  his  regard 
for  a  family  unjnstly  persecated,  a  certain  proof 
that  he  would  not  favoor  the  designs  of  the  Pre- 
tender. The  earl  of  Sutherland,  known  at  the 
time  of  the  revolution  by  the  name  of  the  lord 
Strathnavcr,  was  constantly  attached  to  king 
William,  and  had  followed  him  in  all  his  cam- 
pait;ns  in  Flanders,  at  the  head  of  a  regiment. 
He  had  appeared  very  xealous  for  the  privileges 
of  the  Sbots  ;  and  did  not  think  the  union  de- 
trimenta  Ithereto.  The  earl  of^tair  was  already 
employed  by  the  new  government  as  well  as  the 
dukes  of  Montrose  and  Roxburgh,  and  their 
attachment  to  it  was  not  doubted.  The  only 
one  that  seemed  exceptionable  in  the  list  was 
the  lord  Belhaven.  No  man  had  so  strenuously 
opposed  the  union,  and,  had  his  advice  been 
JTollowed,  it  would  never  have,  taken  place.  But, 
finding  at  length  all  opposition  in  vain,  he  gave 
way  to  the  torrent.  There  was  one  thing  ca- 
pable of  making  amends  for  all  his  non-compli- 
ances, and  that  was  his  singly  opposing,  in  the 
presence  of  the  duke  of  York,  the  act  of  suc- 
cession passed  by  a  majority  of  voices  in  fa- 
vour of  that  prince.  He  was  also  a  good 
speaker^  which  will  be  always  a  great  recom-  ^ 
mendation. 

The  elections  for  the  House  of  Commons 
were  made  with  almost  equal  success,  and  tha 
Whigs  had  the  majority.  Thus  all  seemed  quiet 
in  S^tlandi  though  a  storm  was  then  gathering 
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William  Caveodisb,  duke  of  Dev4Mi«bir«,  Ion 
steward  of  the  king's  houshold. 

Charles  Talbot*  duke  of  Sbrewsburj,  lord  cluui» 
berlaio  of  the  king's  bousbold. 

Duka. 


thore,  which  broke  out  in  less  than  a  year. 
The  design  Was  conducted  more  rigularlj  than 
in  England,  and  was  better  concealed .  It  was 
^un  with  eudeavours  for  a  remonstrance 
against  the  union ;  and  the  advice  of  the  most 
famous  lawyers  were  atked  upon  it,  who  de- 
clared the  act  of  union  contained  several  nul- 
titif  s,  and  to  be  very  defective.  The  opposite 
Darty,  to  prevent  a  remonstrancf  so  disagreea- 
ple  to  the  couft,  were  forc^  to  consent  there 
should  be  no  address  of  congratulation :  aod 
that,  presented  by  the  Kirk»  bad  suffered  great 
debates  about  the  manner  in  which  king  Wil- 
liam was  mentioned,  and  had  passed  with  much 
difficulty.  The  Highlanders  were  silent,  and 
decared  not  themselves.  It  was  only  known, 
^t  they  were  makii^  prtiviiion  of  powder  ai»d 
ML  / 

FIRST  SESStON  of  the  FIFTH  PARUA- 
MENT  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Mcetifag  (^  the  New  Parlidmeut,']  March 
i7,  17 15.  This  day  the  New  Parliament  met 
at  Westminster.  His  miyesiy,  being  seated  cm 
his  royal  throne,  adorned. with  his  crown  and 
regal  ornaments,  and  attended  with  his  officers 
oi  state,  the  prince  of  Wales  sitting  in  his 
place,  and  the  lords  in  their  robes,  commanded 
the  gentleman  usher  of  the  black  rod  te  let 
the  Commons  know,  **  It  is  his  majesty's  plea- 
'  ture,  they  attead  him  immediately,  in  the 
ilouse  of  Peers.''  Who  being  copie,  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  receiving  directions  from  his  ma- 
jesty, saidj 

**  My  lords,  and  gentlemen ;  I  am  com- 
manded by  his  majesty  to  acquaint  you,  that 
his  miyetity  dues  not  intend  to  declare  the 
causes  of  calling  this  parliament  till  there  be  a 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons.  And  there- 
fore you,  the  gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Com» 
moos,  are  to  repair  to  the  place  where  the 
Commons  usiially  si t,  and  tbere^roceed  to  the 
election  of  a  fit  person  to  be  your  Speaker; 
whom  you  are  to  present  to  bis  majesty  here, 
for  his  roval  approbation,  on  Monday  next,  at 
twelve  of  the  dock." 

JJsi  of  the  House  of  Peers."]  The  follow- 
ing  is  a  List  of  the  House  of  Peers  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  New  Parliament. 

An  exact  List  of  the  Loxds  Spiritual  and  Tem- 
poral, summoned  to  meet  at  Westminster, 
on  the  17th  of  March,  1715,  being  the 
First  Parliament  of  King  George  the 
First,  and  the  Fiilh  Parliament  of  Great 
Bdtain. 
ThQse  marked  thus  *  were  then  under  age. 
His  royal  highness  George  Augustus,  prince  of 

Walp»,&c. 
William  Cowper,  lord  Cowper,  lord  high  chan- 
cellor of  Great  Britnin. 
panicl  Finch,  earl  of  Nottingham,  lord  presi- 
dent of  the  council. 
Thomas  WhartOQ|  earl  of  Wharton,  lord  privy 


Thomas  Howard,  duke  of  Norfolk,  eai4  Itf  ar 
sital  and  hereditary  marshal  of  England. 

Charles  Seyntour,  diike  of  Somerset,  manrg-r  o 
the  horse. 

Charles  Fitz-Roy,  duke  of  Clevelaad  aim 
Southampton.       * 

Charles  Lenos,  duke  of  tUahmond. 

Charles  Fitz-Hoy,  duke  of  Grafton. 

James  Butler,  dttke  of  Ormond. 

*  Henry  Somerset,  duke  of  Beauibrt. 
George  Fitz-Roy,  duke  of  Nocthumberlaod. 
Charles  Beauclair,  duke  of  St.  Albans,  captvo  ol 

the  band  of  gentlemen  pensioners. 
Cliarles  Pawlet,  dukeof  Bolton. 
Meinhardt  Schonber^,  dilke  of  Scbonbeiig. 
Pere^ine  Osborne,  duke  of  Leeds. 

*  Wriothesly  Uussel.duke  of  Bedford. 
J.Churchitl,d.  of  Marlborough,  captain  ffen^nl. 
John  Sheffield,  duke  of  Buckinigha»shir«    suid 

Normanby. 
John  Manners,  duke  of  Rutland. 
John  Mountagu,  duke  of  Mouutagu. 

*  James  Haraikony  d.  of  Hamilton  and  Brainioo. 

*  Charles. Douglas,  duke  of  Queensburjf  smkI 
Dover. 

Henry  de  Orey,  duke  4>f  Kent. 

Mfarquissa. 

Robert  Bertie,  marquis  of  Lindseyy  lord  gr«M 

chamberlain  of  England. 
Evelyn  Pierpont^  n^arquis  of  Dorchester. 

Earls. 

James  Stanley,  earl  of  Derby. 

*  Theopiuius  Hastings,  earl  of  Huntiogdoo. 
Thomas  Herbert,  earl  of  Pembroke  and  Mont* 

gomery. 
Henry  Clinton,  eari  of  Lincoln. 
Henry  Howard,  earl  of  6uSoUl  and  Bindoa^ 

deputy  earl-marshal. 
Lionel  Cranfic^d  Sackville«  earl  of  Dorset   and 

Middlesex,  lord 'Warden  of  the  Cinque  Ports, 
James  Cecil,  earl  of  Salibbury. 
John  Cecil,  earl  of  Exeter. 
Scroop  Egertpn,  earl  of  Bridgwater^  chamber* 

lain  to  the  prince. 
John  Sidney,  earl  of  Leicester.    , 
George  Compton,,  earl  of  Northampton^  con» 

stable  of  the  Tower  of  London. 

*  Ed  ward- Henry  Rich,  earl  of  Wanvick  and 
-    Holland. 

Basil  Fielding,  earl  j)f  Denbigh. 

Thomas  Fane,  earl  of  Westmoreland.- 

Charles  Mountagu,  earl  of  Mancliester. 

Henry  Rowcs  Howard,  earl  of  Berks. 

John  Savage,  earl  Rivers. 

Charles  Mordaunt,  .carl  of  Peterborough  mnd 

Monmouth. 
Thomas  Grey,  earl  of  Stamfcml. 
Ueneage  Fincb,  earl  of  Winclielsea. 
Phil^  Staahope,  earl  of  CheiUrfieUL 
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Thomas  Bellasyse,  vise.  Palc6nbierg. 

•  Thomas  Thjnne,  vie.  Weymouth. 
William  Hattoo,  vise.  Hattoo. 

♦  Talbot  Yelverton,  vise.  Longueville. 

•  HennrJLowtber^vise.  Lonsdale. 
Henry  St.  John,  vise.  Bolingbrpke. 
Henry  Obrian,  vise.  Tadcaster  (earl  of  Tl»- 

mond  in  Ireland.) 

George  l^evil,  lord  Abergavttmy. 

James  Toucbet^  Id.  Audley  (earl  of  Castlefafttea- 

in  Ireland.) 
John  West,  Id.  De  la  War. 
Charles  Mildmav,  Id.  Fitzwalter. 
Edward  Ward,  Id.  Dudley  and  Ward. 
Edward  Stonrton,  Id.  Stounon. 
Dr.  George  Verney,  Id.  Willoughbv  of  Broke. 
Charles  Willougbby,  Id.  Willougbby  of  Parham. 
Thomas  Howard,  Id.  Howard  of  Effingham. 
William  North,  Id.  North,  and  Id.  Gray  of 

UoNeston. 
William  Ferdinand  Carey,  Id.  Huosdon. 
William  St.  John,  Id.  St.  John  of  filetsho. 
James  Compton,  Id.  Compton. 

•  Robert  Petre,  Id.  Peire. 
Henry  Arundel,  Id.  Arundel  of  Wardour* 
Richard  Lumley,  lord  Lumley 
Charles  Dormer,  lord  Dormer 
Henry  Roper,  lord  Tenham 

♦  William  Greville,  lord  Brooke 

*  Nevil  Lovelace,  lord  Lovelace 
Bani&ter  Maynard,  lord  Maynard 
Charles  Howard,  lord  Howard  of  Esqrick    ' 
Charles  Bruce,  lord  Bruce 
Edward  Leigh,  lord  Leigh 

*  William  Byron,  lord  Byron 
William  Widdriogton,  lord  Widdrington 
John  Colepcper,  Id.  Colepeper 
Peregrine  Bertie,  Id.  WiHoughby  of  Eresby 
Robert  Sutton,  lord  Lexington 
Marinadoke  Langdale,  lord  Langdale 
William  Berkeley,  lord  Berkeley  of  Strattos, 

first  commissioner  of  trade 
Charles  Comwallis,  lord  Comwallis 
John  Arundel,  lord  Arundel  of  Trerice 

*  William  Craveo,  k>r<i  Crav«n 
Hugh  Clifford,  lord  Clifford  of  ChudleigH 
Peregrine  Hyde  Osborne,  lord  Osbom« 
John  Carrteret,  lord  Carteiec 
Willimn  Stawell,Jord  Stawell 
Francis  North,  lord  Guilford 
James  Waldgrare,  lord  Waldgrave 
John  Ashbqmham,  lord  Ashbumham 
Thomas  Farmer,  lord  Leomiister 
Charles  Butler,  lord  Butler  of  WestOD^  (eul 

of  Arran  in  Ireland.) 
Henry  Herbert,  lord  Herbert  of  Cherbury 
Maurice  Thompson,  lord  Havetsham 
John  Somers,  lord  Somers 
Christopher  Vane,  lord  Barnard 

*  Jobn  Leveson  Gower,  lord  Gowser 
Francis  Seymour  Conway,  lord  Conwaj  . 
Simon  Harcourt,  lord  Harcoort 
C.  Boyle,  Id.  Boyle,  (e.  of  Orrtery  in  Ireland) 
George  Hay,  lord  Hay  (earl  of  Rimiool,  ii 

Scotland) 
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Tbomas  Tofton,  earl  of  Thanet. 

Charles  Spencer,  earl  of  Sunderland,  Id,  lieu- 

teoint  of  Ireland. 
Xiciiolas  Leak,  earl  of  Scarsdale. 
£d«trd  MouDtagu,  earl  of  Sandwich, 
Btfward  Hyde,  earl  of  Clarendon. 
*  Wiiara  Capel,  earl  of  Essei. 
George  Bradenel,  earl  of  Cardigan. 
Anhor  Anorsly,  earl  of  Anglesea. 
Cbarles  Howard,  earl  of  Carlisle. 
HbmasBnice,  earl  of  Aileslxjry. 
*Richtrd  Boyle,  earl  of  Burliugtoii. 
•Anthony-Ashley  Cooper,  earl  of  Shaftesbury. 
Edwvd  Henry  Lee,  earl  of  Lichfield. 
TImjoiss  Lennard,  earl  of  Sussex. 
Cterles-Bodvile  RobarU,  earl  of  Radnor,  trea- 

sorer  of  the  chamber. 
Wiiam  Paston,  earl  of  Yarmouth. 
Junes  Berkeley,  earl  of  Berkeley. 
Henry  Hyde,  earl  of  Rochester. 
Montigii-Venables  Bertie,  earl  of  Abingdon. 
'  fispteft  Noel,  earl  of  Gainsborough. 
Robert  Darcey,  earl  of  Uoldertiess. 
Otber  Wmdsor  Hickman,  eafl  of  Plymouth. 
Jnaes  RatcUflf^  earl  of  Derwentwater. 
HeD7 Stafford  Howard,  earl  of  Staflford. 
Henry  Bentinck,  earl  of  Portland. 
Artbnr  Herbert,  earl  of  Torrington. 
Bichard  Lumley,  earl  of  Scarborougb. 
George  Booth,  earl  of  Warrington. 
Bicbun)  Newport,  earl  of  Bradford. 
Irederick  Zolestein  de  Nassau,  e.  of  Roebibrd. 

Arnold  Joost  tan  Kepel,  earl  of  Albemarle. 

Gilbert  Coventry,  earl  of  Coveotry. 

S<lwvd  Rnssel,  earl  6f  Orford,  first  commis- 
siooer  of  the  admiralty. 

Wiiliam  Villiers,  earl  of  Jersey. 
i  Henry  D*  Aoverquerque,  earl  of  Granthani. 

John  Caaipbell,  earl  of  Greenwich  (and   d.  of 
Arnr)e)  general  of  the  forces  in  ScotUnd. 

JobnPoulet,earlPoulet. 

Frttds  Godolphin,  carl  of  Godolphin,  Cof- 
ferer to  tbe«king. 

fiosb  Cholmondeley,  earl  of  Cholmondeley, 
tretnretof  the  houshold.* 

iobertHarley,  earl  of  Oxford  and  e.  Mortimer. 

Bobert  Shirley,  earl  Ferrers. 

TbooiiWentwortb,  earl  of  Slraflbrd. 

WiHiuD  Legg,  eari  of  Dartmouth. 

JtiDetBrjdges,earl  of  Caernarvon. 

wwis  Watson,  earl  of  Rockingham. 

CWlesBeonet,  earl  of  TankerviUe. 

ChirieiMoontagu,  earl  of  Halifax,  first  com- 
iMsaonerof  the  treasury. 

Hweige  Finch,  earl  of  Ayldsford,  chknceUor  of 
tkcdochy  of  Lancaster.  ^ 

J«a  Benrey,  earl  of  Bristol. 

J»«MsPelbam,  earl  of  Qare. 

^  Paget,  earl  of  Uxbridge,  capt.  of  tbe 
J*<**n  of  the  guard, 

Focoimlf. 

^*'''«Town8end,vis€Otmt  Townsend,  secre- 

^of  state. 

JJttDefereox,  vise.  Hereford. 
I  ««ry  Brown,  fisc.  Montacute* 
i    '^wcc  Fienes,  vise.  Say  and  Sele. 
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Htery  Scot,  earl  of  Deloraine 

♦  George  Hamilton^  earlof  Orknejr,  gent.  oFcH^ 
bed-chamber  in  eztraorHinanr  to  bis  maje:»%jf 

*  Hugh  Campbell  earl  of  London 


Thomas    Windsor,  lord   Mountjoy   (viscount 

Windsor  in  Ireland) 
Thomas  ISf ansel,  lord  Mansel 
Thomas  Willoughhy,  lord  Middleton 
Thomas  Trevor,  lord  Trevor 
George  Granville,  I  jrd  Lansdowne 
Samuel  Masham,  lord  Masham 
Thomas  Foley,  lord  Foley  ^ 

Allen  Bathursr,  lord  Batburst 
Robert  Benson,  lord  Bingley  i 

James  Sauoderson,  lord  Saunderson,  (fiscount- 

Castleton  of  Ireland.) 
Ben  net  Sherrard^  lord  Harborough 
Gervase  Pierepoint,  lord  Pierepoint 
Henry  Boyle,  lord  Carleton 
Richard  Temple,  lord  Cobbam 

Archbi$hop$  and  BUhoifu 

Df .  Thomas  Tennison,  abp.  of  Canterbury 
Sir  William  Dawes,  bart.mbp.  of  York. 
Dr.  John  Robinson,  bishop  of  London 
Dr.  Nathaniel  Crew,  bishop  of  Durham,  and 

lord  Crew 
Sir  John  Trelawney,  bart.  bp.  of  Winphester 
Dr.  William  Uoyd,  bishop  of  Worcester 
Dr.  Gilbert  Burdet,  bishop  of  Sarum 
Dr.  John  Hough,  bp.  Of  Lichfield  and  Coventrv 
Dr.  Richard  Cumberland,  bp.  of  Peterborough 
Dr.  William  Talbot,  bp.  of  Oiford 
Dr.  John  Evans,  bishop  of  Bangor 
Dr.  William  Nicholson,  bp.  of  Carlisle 
Dr.  George  Hooper,  bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells 
Dr.  William  Wake,  bishop  of  Lincoln 
Dr.  John  Tyler,  bishop  of  Llandaff 
X>r.  OBipnng  Blackall,  bishop  of  Exeter 
Dr.  Charles  Trimnel,  bishop  of  Norwich 
Dr.  William  Fleetwood,  bp.  of  Ely 
Dr.  Thomas  Manningham,  bp.  of  Chichester 
Dr«  Philip  Biss,  bishop  of  Hereford 
Dr.  Adam  Ottley,  bp.  of  St.  David's 
Dr.  Francis  Atterbury,  bp.  of  Rochester 
Dr.  George  Smnlridge,  bp.  of  Bristol,  lord  al- 
moner to  the  king. 
Dr.  Francis  Gastrel,  bp.  of  Chester 
Dr.  Richard  Willis,  bp.  of  Gloucester 
Dr.  John  Wynn,  bishop  of  St.  Asaph. 

The  Sixteen  Peers  of  Scotland. 

James  Graham,  duke  of  Montrose,  sec  of  state, 

p.  c. 
John  Ker,  duke  of  Roxburgh,  lord  privy  seal 

of  Scotland,  p.  c. 
John  Hay,  marquis  of  Tweedale 
William  Ker,  marquis  of  Lothian 
William  Johnston,  marquis  of  Annandale,  lord 

chancellor  of  Scotland,  p.  c. 
John  Dalrymple,  earl  of  Stair,  p.  c. 
Archibald  Campbell,  earl  of  llay,  lord  register 

ofScotland,  p.  c. 
David  Erskine,  earl  of  Buchan 
James  Stewart,  earl  of  Bute 
John  Lesley,  earl  of  Rothes,  lord  admiral  of 

Scotland 
John  Sttiherhind^  earl  of  Sutherland 
William  Ross,  lord  Ross 
John  Hamilton,  lord  Belhaven,  gent,  of  the 

bedcbambtr  te  the  prince  of  Walet 


List, of  the  House  of  ConuweiM.]  The  LisC  ol 
the  members  of  the  House  of  Commons  was  cu 
follows: 

A  List  of  the  House  of  Cojiicoifs  in  the  FiiUi 
Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  whids  naec 
March  ir,  iri6. 


Bedfordshirk. 
William  Hillersden^ 
John  Cater. 

Bedford, 
William  Farrer, 
John  Thurloe  Brace. 

Bkrkshire. 
Sir  John  Stonehouse,  ^ 
Robert  Packer. 

New  Windsor,     ^ 
Sir  Henry  Ashurst, 
Samuel  Travers. 

Bjeading, 
Hon.CbatTes  Cadogan, 
Richard  Thompson. 

Waain^ord. 
William  Bucks, 
Henry  Grey  Neville. 

Abington, 
James  Jennings. 

Bucks. 
John  Fleetwood, 
Richai'd  Hampden. 

Buckingham, 
Alexander  Denton^ 
Edmund  Halsey. 

Chipping'  Wieomi. 
Sir  Thomas  Lee, 
John  Neale. 

Aylesbury, 
Sir  Nathaniel  Mead, 
Trevor  HUl,  vise  Hills- 
borough. 

Agmondesham. 
M.  Gerrard  Drake, 
Hon.  Ralph  Vemey. 

Wendover, 
Sir  Roger  Hill, 
RichaH  Gren  ville. 

Great  Marhm, 
George  Bruere, 
H.  Petty,ld.  Sbalbume. 

Caicbridgishirb. 
Sir  Robert  Clark, 
Sir  Francb  Whichcot 

Univ.  of. Cambridge, 
Hon.  Dixe  Windsor, 
Hon.  T.  Willoughby. 

Town  ^Cambridge, 
Sir  John  H.  Cotton, 
Samuel  Shepherd. 

Cheshire. 
Sir  Geoige  Warburton, 
HoD.Langham  Booth. 


Chester. 
Sir  Heni^  Bunbury, 
Sir  R.  Grosveoor. 

Cornwall.' 
Sir  William  Carew^ 
John  Ti-evanion. 

Launceston. 
John  Anstis, 
Alexander  pendajves^ 

Leskard. 
Philip  Rashleigh, 
Sir  John  Trelawney. 

Lestwilhiel. 
John  Newsbana, 
W.  Cavendish,    max* 

quis  of  HartiogtOQ. 

Truro. 
Spencer  Cowper, 
Thomas  Wyndham. 

Bodmin, 
John  Leigh, 

C.  Bcauciair,  Earl    of 
'   Burford. 
.  Helston, 
Sir  Gilbert  Headicaty 
SidneT  GodolphiD. 
^    SaUash. 
Shilston  Calmady^ 
John  Francis  BuUer« 

Camelford, 
Richafd  Coffia, 
James  Mou^tagjoe.. 

West  Looe. 
.Thomas  Maynard, 
George  Ddaval. 

Gmmpound. 
Hon.  John  West, 
Richard  West. 

East  Looe* 
John  Smith, 
Horatio  Walpole, 

Fenryn, 
Samuel  Trefosis, 
W.  Godolpbin,  Vsm^. 

Rialton. 

Treg&nu. 
Charles  Talbot^ 
"  John  Mirril. 

Bossiney. 
Samuel  Molioeux, 
Henry  CartwrighC 

St.  lues. 
Lord  Harnr  Paulet^ 
Sir  John  Hobar^. 
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JoottlMui  Elford, 
NiduluViooeiic. 

St.  Germmiu. 
Joba  Koight^ 
PfaQip  lord  Stanhope. 

Si.  MkkmiL 
NaUmoiel  Bbkbtoo, 
R.  Moleswoithy   Titc 

Molesworth. 

xV€MMff'»* 

Sir  NidioUs  Morrioe, 
UaxDobmy  Morrice. 

St.Mame». 
Wafiam  LowiMb, 
John  Chetwynd. 

Keiiimfiton. 
Sr  Joto  Corytooy 
TboRMs  Coppleston." 

CUVBEBLAHD. 

Jamcft  Lowtber, 
Gtlfrid  Lawsoa. 

CmrHiU. 
Willsan  Strickland, 
Henry  Aglidnby. 

Cocktrmouth, 
fkt  Thomas  Peogelly, 
Anthony  Lowther. 

Dbrbtsh^re. 
Sir  John  Cnrzooy 
Oodfirer  Clarke. 

LBfdJ.CavendislH 
Hon.  W.  Stanhope. 

.  DETOXmiBB. 

Sir  W.  CourteoaT, 
SvCW.  fiampfield. 

Exeier. 
JohaBanipfiekl, 
FraadiDrew. 

2Wiwff. 
Stephen  Northkigh, 
Charles  Wilk. 

PfymomiiL 
Sir  John  Sogers, 
Hob.  Pattie  Bii^ 
-    Qakkampton. 
W.  Northmore,  jon. 
Clntopher  Harris. 

BamsfaMe. 
JohaRotte, 
SrHi^  Ackland. 

Bicfaaid  EdgoMnh, 


GeoiKeTi 

Hmtitan. 
Wiiiani  Yoiige,      ^ 
SvWiliiaoiPole. 

Ttmttoek. 
8v  John  Cope, 
SirFraadsH.  Drake. 

Atkkmrtm. 
Bom  Tnckfield, 
Ri&rdReynell. 

Clt^len,  Dartmouth, 

Joba  Fpnodes^  jon. 


Joseph  Heame. 

■BereaUton. 
Laorence  Carter, 
St.  John  Brodrick. 

Therton. 
Sir  Edward  Northey, 
Thomas  Bere.  ^ 

Do&SKTSHIRB. 

Thomas  Strangeways, 
George  Chaffin. 

PooU. 
Sir  William  Lewen, 
George  Trenchard. 

Dorchater, 
Sir  Nathaniel  Napier, 
Abraham  Janssen. 

John  Heoly, 
John  Burridge,  jun. 

Weypwuih, 
Daniel  Harvey, 
Edward  Hamton. 

Melcombe'Rcgii. 
William  Betts, 
Thomas  Littleton, 

Bridport, 
Sir  Dewy  Bnlkeley, 
Peter  Walter. 

ShafUibury. 
Ed.ward  Nicholas, 
Sir  £.  DesboQverie. 

Wareham. 
Henry  Drax,. 
George  Pitt,  Jan. 

Qfrfe-Cattie, 
Dennis  Bond, 
John  Bond. 

Durham,  Ornnty. 
Sir  John  Eden, 
John.Hedworth. 

Durham. 
Thomas  Conyera» 
George  Baker. 

Essex. 
Sir  R.    Child,    vise. 

Castlemain, 
Robert  Honywood. 

Colchester. 
Sir  Isaac  Rebow, 
Richard  Dacane. 

Maiden. 
Thomas  Bramston, 
Samuel  Toffnel. 

Harwich. 
Thomas  Heath, 
Sir  Philip  Parker. 

Gloucestersbirr. 
Hon.  Henry  Berkeley, 
Edmond  Bray. 

Gloucetter. 
John  Snell,    . 
Charles  Cox. 

Citencester. 
Thomas  Maisters, 
Benjamin  Bathorst. 

Tewksbury. 
WiUiam  Dowdtswell, 


T.  Gage,  tisc.  Gage. 

Hereforosuxrs. 
Richard  Hopton, 
Sir  Thomas  Morgan, 
Sir  H.  Hoskins. 

Herrford. 
Thomas  f  oley, 
J.    Scudamore,    vise. 

Scudainore, 
H.  R.  Westering. 

Leominsier. 
Edward  Harley, 
William  Batemao. 

Weobfy. 
Nicholas  Philpot,     . 
John  Birch. 

Hertforosrirb. 
Sir  J.  H.  Sebright, 
Ralph  Freeman. 

St.  Albanz. 
W.  Grimstone,  vise. 

Grimstone,^ 
Joshna  Lomax. 

Hertford. 
Sir  Thomas  0erke, 
John  Boteler. 

HONTINGDONSHIRB. 

Robert  Pigot, 
John  Bigg. 

Huntingdon. 
Hon.  S.  W.  Montaga, 
£.  Id.  Hinchingbroke. 

Kent. 
William  Delaune, 
Hon.  John  Fane. 

Canterbury, 
John  Hardress, 
Sir  Thomas  Hales. . 

Rocheiter. 
Sir  Thomas  Palmer, 
Sir  John  Jennings. 

Maidstone. 
Sir  T.  Colepeper, 
Sir  Bam  ham  Rider. 

Queenborough. 
Col.  Tho.  King, 
Philip  Jenninp. 

Larcashire. 
Sir  John  Bland, 
Richard  Shuttlewortb. 

Preston. 
Henry  Fleetwood, 
Sir  Henry  Houghton. 

Lancaster. 
Doddington  Braddyl, 
William  Heysham. 

Newton. 
Sir  Francis  Leicester, 
William  Shippen. 

Wigan. 
Sir  Roger  Bradshaigh, 
James  Barry,  earl  of 
Barrymore. 
Clithero, 
Thomas  Lister, 
Edward  Harvey. 
D 


LiverpvoL 
Sir  Thomas  Johnson, 
Edward  Norris. 

Leicestershire. 
Sir  Jeffery  Palmer, 
Lord  W.  Manners. 

Leicester. 
Sir  George  Beaumont, 
Thomas  Noble. 

Lincolnshire. 
Sir  J.  Brownlow,  vise. 

Tyrconnel, 
Sir  W.  Massingbeard. 

Lincoln. 
Sir  John  Tirwit, 
Richard  Grantbapi. 

Boston. 
Henry  Heron, 
Richard  Ellis. 
.  Great  Grimshy. 
Joseph  Banks, 
Sir  Robert  Chaplin, 
Arthur  Moor.   , 

Stamford. 
Hon.  Charles  CecD, 
Hon.  Charles  Bertie. 

Grantham. 
Edward  ^It, 
John  Heathcote. 

Middlesex. 
Hon.  James  B^rtie^ 
Hugh  Smithson. 

Westminster. 
Siir  Thomas  Cross^ 
^  Hon.  E.  W.  Montagv* 

London. 
Sir  John  Ward, 
Sir  Thomas  Scawen, 
Peter  Godfrey, 
Robert  Heysham. 

MONICOOTHSHIRB. 

^  Thomas  Lewis, 
John  Hanbury. 

Monmouth. 
Hon.  A.  Windsor* 

Norfolk. 
Sir  Jacob  Aslley, 
Thomas  de  Grey. 

Norwich. 
,    Waller  Bacon,  ^ 
Robert  Brittiffe.. 

lAfnn-Reeu^ 
Sir  Charles  Turner, 
Robert  Walpole. 

Great  Yarmouth' 
George  England, 
Hon.  H.  Towosend. 

T/ietford. 
John  Ward, 
Dudley  North. 

CastU-rising. 
Hon.  W.  FieMing, 
Col.  C.  Churchill. 
Northamptonshire, 
"    Sir  Justinian  Isham^ 
Thomas  Cartwright- 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


SS]      PARL.  HISTORY,  1  Giobcb  L  17 1  S.^LUt  of  the  Bitue  df  Cmma»M.     [I 

City  ofPeUrhorough. 
J,   Fite- Williams,  earl 

Fitz-Williams, 
Charles  Parker. 
Town  of  Northampton. 
William  Wykes, 
O.  "Montague,  earl  of 
,      Halifax, 
Williani  Wym«r. 

Hon.  W.Egertoo, 
Paul  Meihuen. 

Higkam  Ferrers, 
Hon.  Charles  Leigh, 

North  uMBEftLAHD. 
Algernoen  Seymour^ 

earl  of  Hertford. 
F.  Blake  Delavall. 
Newcaztte  upon  Tyne. 
Sir  WiPiam  Blacket,    ^ 
William  Wrigbtson. 

Morpeth, 
Henry  Howard,  vise. 

^  Morpeth, 
George  Carpenter. 
Bermekupon  T^eid. 
Grey  Neville, 
J.  Barrington  Schute, 

vise.  Barrington.  • 

NoTTIVGKAMtH  I  RE. 

Hon.  F.  Willoughby, 
William  Levinz. 

Nottingham. 
John  Plumtre, 
George  Gregory. 

East  Retford. 


John  Digby, 
Thomas  White. 

Newmrkupon  I^ent. 
Richard  Sutton, 
Hon.  Conyers  Darcy. 

OxoK. 
Sir  R.  S.  Jenkioson, 
Henry  Perrot. 
University  of  Oxford, 
William  Bromley, 
George  Clarke,  LL.  D. 

Oj^ord, 
Sir  John  Walter, 
Thomas  Rowney. 

Woodstock:       '^ 
William  Clayton, 
Thomas  Crisp. 

Banbury, 
Sir  Jonathan  Cope.  • 

Rutlandshire. 
Daniel,  Id.  Finch, 
Sir  T.  Mackwortb. . 

Salop. 
Sir  Robert  Corbet^ 

Salop, 
Corbet  Kynaston, 
Andrew  Corbet. 

Bridgnorth, 
William  Whitmore, 
John  Weaver. 


Zudlop, 
Humphrey  Walcot, 
Sir  Robert  Raymond. 

Great  Wenlock, 
William  Forrester, 
Sir  Humphrey  Briggs. 

Bishop's  Castle, 
.Charles  Mason,  \ 
Sir  Matthew  Decker. 

SoMBRSBTSHIJlE, 

SirW.  Wyndham, 
William  UeUier. 

Bristol, 
.  Joseph  Earle, 
Sir  William  Daines. 

Bath. 
John  Codrington, 
Robert  Gay. 

WelU, 
William  Piers, 
Thomas  Edwards. 

Taunton, 
Sir  William  Pinsent, 
Ji^es  Smith. 

Bridgiwater. 
Thomas  Palmer, 
William  Pitt. 

Minehead. 
Sir  John  Trevelyan, 
Hon.  Robert  Mansel. 

Ilchester, 
William  Bellamy, 
John  Hopkins. 

Milboum  Port, 
James  Medlicot, 
Charles  Stanhope. 

Southampton. 
Georee  Pitt, 
Lord  Nassau  Paulet. 

Winchester. 
George  Bridges, 
Lord  William  Paulet. 

Southampton, 
Richard  Fleming, 
Thomas  Lewis. 

Portsmouth, 
Sir  Edward  Eamly, 
Sir  Charles  Wager. 

Yarmouth. 
Anthony  Morgan, 
Sir  Theodore  Janssen, 
William  Plumer. 

Peter^ld. 
Norton  Paulett, 
S.  Pargiter  Fuller. 

Newport, 
William  Stephens, 
Thomas  Stanwix. 

Stockbridge, 
Thomas  Broderick, 
CoK  Martin  Bladen. 

Newtiwn, 
Jaraes-Worsley, 
Sir  Robert  Worsley. 

Christ^hurch, 
Sir  Peter  MewB, 
Fraacis  Gw^o. 


,  Lymington, 
Richard  Chandler^ 
Sir  Joseph  Jekyll. 

Whitechurch,  ' 
Lt.  Gen.  G.  Carpenter, 
John  Conduit. 

Andover, 
William  Guidott, 
Hon.  James  Brudenel. 

Staffordahirc. 
Henry  lord  Paget, 
Hon.  W.  L.  Gower. 

Utchfijeld. 
Samuel  Hill, 
Walter  Chetwynd. 

Stafford. 
Wal.  Chetwynd,  vise. 

Chetwynd. 
William  Chetwynd.  ■ 
Newcastle  under  Line. 
Sir  Brvan  Broagbton, 
Crew  0%. 

Tamworth,* 
Samuel  Bracebridge, 
William  Ing. 

Suffolk. 
Sir  Thomas  Hanmer, 
Sir  Robert  Davers. 

Ipswich, 
Sir  W.  Thompson, 
Francis  Negus. 

Dunwich. 
Sir  Robert  Rich, 
Col.  Charles  Long. 

Orford. 
Clement  Corrance, 
Sir  Richard  Duke. 

Aldborough, 
Samuel  Low, 
Walter  Plumer. 

Sudbury, 
Sir  Harrey  EUes, 
Thomas  Western. 

Eye. 
Edward  Hopkins, 
Thomas  Smith. 

St,  Edmundsbury. 
Carr,  Lord  Hervey, 
James  Reynolds. 

SUBRY. 

John  Walter, 

Sir  William  Scawen.  - 

Southwark. 
John  Lade, 
Sir  Fisher  Tench. 

Blechingly, 
George  Evelyn, 
William  Clayton. 

Ryegqte, 
James  Cocks, 
Thomas  Jordan. 

Guilford, 
Morgan  Randyl, 
Arthur  Onslow. 

GattoH. 
William  Newland,  , 
Pani  DocRHiuqQe. 
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'    Haslemere. 

Sir  Nicholas  Carew« 

SirMonlagoe  BlimdeL 

Sussex. 
Hon.  Spencer  Cooip* 
.    too.  Speaker. 
James  Butler. 

Chichester. 
Sir  Thomas  Miller^ 
Henry  Kelsel. 

Borsham. 
Arthur  Ingram, 
Charles  Eversfield* 

Midhmrst. 
Alan  vise  Bro^criolr, 
Sir  Richard  Mills.      . 

Lewes, 
Thonus  Pelham, 
Sir  PhiliD  York. 

New-ahoreham, 
Sir  Nathaniel  Gould, 
Francis  Chambeiiaitt. 

Bramber, 
Sir  Richard  Gougb, 
Edward  Minsbol. 

Steyning. 
Maj.  Gen.  J,  Pepper, 
William  Wallis. 

East'GrinstemL 
John  Conyers, 
R.Boyle,  vis.  Shannon. 

Arundel, 
Hon.  Henry  Lumle^, 
Joseph  Micklethwait. 

Warwickshire. 
Andrew  Archer, 
William  Peytoe. 

Coventry. 
Sir  Thoma»  Samwd. 
Sir  AdolphusOoghtoo. 

Warwick. 
Hon.  D.  Grevil, 
WiUam  Colemore,  jon. 

Wrstmorblamd. 
Hon.  James  Grabme^ 
Daniel  Wilson.    . 

Appleby. 
Sir  Richard  Sandford, 
Thomas  Lutwyche. 

Wilxsbtrr. 
Sir  Richard  How, 
Robert  Hide. 

New  Sarvm. 
Edward  Lambert, 
Andrew  Duncomb. 

WiUon. 
John  London, 
Thomas  Pitt. 

DoenUon. 
Charles  Longoevilk^ 
Gyles  Eyre. 

Hindon. 
OeoT^  Wade, 
John  Pitt. 

Heytesbury. 
Edward  Asb, 
William  Aril. 
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Wmtkuj. 
G,  Bfaiis,id.Carbarr7, 
Civies  Allanton. 

CaUe. 
\  Sir  Orlando  BridgraaOy 
Bichard  CbisweU. 

Josiah  Diston, 
6cm.  Haskin  Stylet. 

Chippenkttm, 
Sir  John  Eyles, 
Giles  Erie. 

Malmedmry, 
Sir  John  Rasboo 
Joseph  Addison, 
Fleetwood  Dormer. 

CrieklatU. 
Sir  Thomas  Rend, 
Jacob  Sawbridge, 
Hon.  M.  D.  Moreton. 

fiedmis. 
Stephen  Bias, 
Wifliam  Sloper. 

LitdgenkalL 
It.  gen.  J.  R.  Webby 
John  Ivory  Tnibot. 

OUSarmm. 
SirWillffl.Scricklandy 
Robert  Pitt. 

Wottom  Ba$§et. 
Sir  James  Long, 
William  Northey. 

Marlborough, 
Sir  WiUnuHomphreySy 
Gabriel  Roberts. 

WOBCESTERSHI&S. 

Sir  John  Packinftony 
SirThomaa  litdeton. 

Worccttcr, 
Thomas  Wjide, 
Samuel  Swift, 
Samuel  Sandys. 

DrmMeh. 
Richard  Foley, 
£d.W.Jeflfreys. 


John  RodM, 
John  Deade. 

BemdUy, 
Gr^  James  OroTe. 

YOBKSHIRE. 

H.Dawney,visc.Down, 
Sir  ArthoT  Kay. 

York. 
Sir  Wilbam  RoMnsoOy 
Tobias  Jenkins. 

KingMUn  upon  Hull, 
Sir  W.  St.  Qointoo, 
Nathaniel  Rogers. 

KnMtesidrotigk. 
Robert  Hitch, 
Hon.  Rich.  Armdel. 

Scarborough* 
William  TbompeoVy 
John  Hnngerford, 

Ktppoi^, 
JdmAidnbi^ 


WiUiam  Aislabie. 

Richmond, 
John  York, 
Richard.Abel. 

Heydon. 
William  Pokeney, 
Hugh  Cholmeley. 

Boroughbridgt. 
Sir  Richard  Steel, 
Sir  Wilfred  Lawsou. 

MalloH. 
Hon.  T.  Wentworthy 
T.  Wentworth,  jun. 

Thirtk. 
Thomas  Frankland, 
Thomas  Pitt,  sen. 

Aldborough, 
Wiliam  Jesaop, 
Sir  William  Mouson. 

Beverly, 
Sir  Charles  Hotham, 
Sir  Michael  Wharton. 

Northallerton, 
Leonard  Smelt, 
Cholmeley  Turner. 

Fontefract. 
Sir  William  Lowther, 
Hugh  Bethel. 

CINQUE  PORTS. 

Hattines. 
Archibald  Hutcbesott; 
Henry  Pelham. 

Dover. 
Hon.  Geo.  Berkley, 
Henry  Fumese. 

Sandwich, 
Sir  Thomas  Daetb, 
Sir  George  Oxendon. 

Hythe, 
Jacob  des  Bourerie, 
Sir  Samuel  Leonard. 

New-Romney, 
Sir  Robert  Fumese, 
Edward,  vise.  Sonds. 

Rye. 
Sir  John  Norris, 
Phaip  Gibbon. 

Wincheliea, 
Robert  Bristow, 
G.  Bubb  Doddington. 

Seaford. 
George  Naylor, 
Hon.  Henry  Pelham. 

WALES. 

Amqlessa. 
Owen  Meyrick. 

Beaumarig. 
Hon.  Henry  Bertie. 

Brecoh. 
W.  Gwyn  Vanghan. 

Brecon  Town, 
Roger  Jones. 

CamDioav. 
Owen  BrifKOGk.   . 


Cardigan  Town. 
Stephen  Parry. 

Cakbmarthsm. 
Sir  Thomas  Stepney. 

Caermarthen  Town, 
Richard  Vaugban. 

Carvaevon. 
John  Griffith. 
Carnarvon  Town. 
Thomas  Wynne. 

Dbjtbioh. 
Watkio  W.  Wjnn. 

Denbifh  Town. 
John  Roberts. 

Fliht. 
Sir  Roger  Mostyil. 

Flint  Town, 
Thomas  Eaton. 

Glaicorgav. 
Sir  Charles  Keymis. 

Cardiffe  Town. 
Sir  Edward  Stradling. 

Meriovbth. 
Richard  Vaugban. 

Montgomery. 
Hon.  Price  Devcreux. 

Montgomery  Town. 
John  Pugh, 
Sir  Arthur  Owen. 

Pembroke  Towf^ 
Thomas  Ferrers. 

Haeoetford  West. 
Sir  John  Philips. 

Radnor. 
Sir  Richard  Fowler. 

New  Radnor  Town. 
Thomas  Lewis. 

SCOTLAND. 
Aberdeen, 
Sir  Alex.  Cumtaking. 

John  Montgomery. 

Argyle, 
Sir  James  Campbell. 

Bamff. 
Alex.  Abercromby. 

Berwick, 
George  Bailie, 
Sir  Robert  Gordon. 

Nairn  and  CromarUe. 
Alex.  Urquhart. 

Dumbarton, 
Hon.  John  Campbell. 

Dwnfriei, 
Sir  William  Johnston. 

Edinhurgh. 
John  Baird,jon. 

Elgin. 
Alexander  firodie. 

Fife. 
Sir  John  Anstmtbtr. 

Forfar, 
James  Soot. 


Haddington. 
John  Cockbum. 

Inverneu. 
John  Forbes. 

Kincardin, 
James  Scott. 
Kinroisand  Clacmanan 
William  Douglas. 

Kircudbriekt. 
Alexander  Murray. 

Lanerk. 
Lord  Arch. Hamilton. 

Linlithgow, 
Sir  J.  Cunningham. 

Orkn^  and  Zct  land. 
James  BiuKiie,  jun. 

Peeblee. 
Alexander  Murray. 

Perth. 
Lord  James  Murray. 

Rethrew, 
Sir  Robert  Pollock. 

Rois. 
Hon.  C.  Ross        » 

Roxburgh. 
William  Douglas,  jun^ 

Selkirk. 
John  Pringle. 

Stirling. 
Mungo  Haldane. 

Sutherland. 
Sir  William  Gordon, 

Wigtoun. 
Hon.  John  Stuart. 

Edinburgh  City. 
John  Campbell. 
Burghi  qf  Kirkwall  Ac. 
Robert  Monro. 

Forlroie,  ^c. 
William  Stewart. ' 

Elgin,  /jfc. 
John  Campbell. 

Aberdeen,  4'C* 
John  Middletoo. 

Forfar,  S^ci 
Patrick  Haldane. 

Craill,  ^c. 
Philip  Anstrother. 

Dytart,  ifc. 
Hon.  William  Ker. 

Invirkilhen,  SfC, 
Henry  Cunningham. 

Gioigow,  SfC. 
Daniel  CampbelL 

Haddington^  ifc. 
Sir  James  Dalrymple. 

Selkirk,  ifC. 
Hon.  Col.  G.  Douglas. 

Dumfria,SfC. 
Alexander  Ferguioo. 

Wigtoun,  3fc. 
Patrick  Vane. 

Air,  Sfc. 
Thomas  Kennedy. 


fencer  CompUm,  eoq.  ehoeen  Speaker.]  The 
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The  Earl  of  Hartfardy  son  and  heir  apparent 
to  the  duke  of  Somerset,  said  ;  That  the  House 
having  received  hb  majesty's  commands  to  re- 
Curn^  and  iquntediately  cnoose  a  Speaker;  al- 
though be  was  hiAiself  very  unfit  to  recommend 
any  person  ;  yet  he  should  take  upon  him  to 
name  one,  or  whose  abilities  and  virtues,  he 
thought,  no  one  need  be  becter  convinced, 
though  it  very  ill  became  him  to  recommend  : 
and  thereupon  the  hon.  Speocer  Compton,  esc]. 
who  h^d  already  made  known  his  experience  in 
the  house,  and  given  so  many  occasions  of  know- 
ing his  abilities  in  every  thing  Nof  that  kind  ; 
and  as  he  had  already,  with  the  greatest  honour, 
filled  the  chair  of  the  committee  of  privileges 
and  elections,  which,  next  to  that  of  the  Speak- 
er's, is  the  highest  we  have ;  there.was  no  occa- 
sion to  say  more  of  him  ;  and'  therefore  moved, 
that  Spencer  Comptoni  esq.  might  take  the 
chiiir  ot'ihefiouse. 

Lord  Finch,*  son  and  heir  apparent  to  the 
earl  of  Nottingham,  said,  "  That,  after  the  ho- 
nourable mention,  which  the  poble  member 
liad  been  pleased  to  make  of  Mr.  Compton, 
whose  abilities  were  so  well  ktiown  to  every 
gentleman  in  the  bouse,  his  addition  would  be 
a  mis-spending  of  time  :  but,  however,  on  this 
occasion,  he  could  not  but  take  notice  of  him, 
as  he  was  a  person  descended  of  a  very  aoble 
and  honourable  family,  in  all  times,  famous  for 
their  steady  adherence  to  the  constitution  in 
church  and  state ;  for  their  inviolable  loyalty 
to  a  d^sen'ing  master,,  though  an  unfortunate 
prince;  that  he  had  eminently  distinguished, 
himself  in  the  true  interest  of  his  countrj,  by 
his  firmly  adhering  to,  and  supporting  with  re- 
solution, those  measures,  that  were  necessary 
to  maintain  the  protestant  succession,  Nvhen  in 
the  utmost  danger;  upon  which  alone  the  secu- 
fitj  of  the  church  of  En^landf  the  protestant 
relision  abroad,  and  the  liberties  of  his  country, 
could  depend;  without  which,  they  might  not 
have  had  an  opportunity  this  day  to  choose  a 
Speaker :  That,  by  these  virtues,  and  his  great 
abilities  in  parliamentary  aflfairs,  he  had  so  well 
deserved  of  his  Country,' as  to  merit  all  marks 
of  esteem  that  they  could  shew  him:  that  he  had 
alreadj[  discharged  the  duty  of  the  second  chair, 
when  intrusted  with  the  rights  ancf  liberties  of 
the  Coromoos,  with  such  temper,  candour,  and 
impartiality,  as  must  satisfy  every  gentleman  in 
the  hous^,  that  he  will  support  the  dignity  of 
the  chair,  and  shew  himself  entire^  equal  to 
the  trust  they  should  repose  in  him.  Unless 
such  merit  fills  the  chair,  in  vain  would  it  be  for 
a  Speaker,  at  the  bar  of  another  bouse,  to  insist 
«ipon  the  rights  and  privileges  of  parliaments, 
freedom  of  speech,  and  liberty  of  debating ; 
for  it  would  ever  be  in  the  breast  of  a  Speaker 
to  obstruct  that  freedom  of  speech  which  the 
crown  has  not  a  rif^bt  to  deny :  since,  there- 
fere,  to  complete  his  diaracter,  he  has  already 
distinguished  himself  by  thei»w  virtues,  so  ne- 
cessary to  every  one  who  is  to  preside  in  a 

*tor  a  biographical  account  of  hiiOi  see 
▼oL  0,  p.  19rs,  Noto. 


free  assembly^  be  begged  leave  to  woond  Om 
mouonf** 

Then  Mr.  Compton  stood  up  in  his  pWboe^ 
and  said,'<  That  excuses  upon  these  occasioiia 
were  generally  so  much  suspected,  that  notwitfa- 
standmg  the  just  sense  he  had  of  his  own  inabi- 
lities, he  should  haye  chose  to  }^re  sat  sileat^ 
and  submitted  himself  to  the  pleasure  of  tba 
house,  had  nothing  but  his  own  reputation,  how<- 
ever  dear  that  was  to  him,  been  concerned  in 
the  decision  of  this  question  :  but  tvhen  be  con- 
sidered, that  the  future  prosperity  and  tranquil- 
lity of  this  kingdom  would  entirely  depend  on 
many  difficult  and  important  points,  which  muat ' 
necessarily  come  under  the  consideration  of  this 
parliament,  he  must  own  he  trembWdi  lest  the 
just  expectation  the  nation  had  of  relief,  of  se- 
curity, and  of  future  happiness,  from  tlie  deli- 
berations of  this  house  of  Commons,  should  be 
any-ways  obstructed,  if  not  disappointed,  bj 
his  want  of  capacity  ;  and  that  he  should  there«> 
fore  think  himself  inexcusable,  did  he  not  laj 
before  gentlemen  how  unequal  he  found  himself 
to  so  great  a  wei|ht :  and  since  there  were  so 
many  gentlemen  in  this  house  (he  might  venture 
to  say  there  never  were  more  in  any  house  of 
Commons),  whose  experience,  added  to  their 
abilities,  did  fitly  qualify  them  to  promote  those 
great  and  good  purposes,  which  be  was  sore, 
every  genueman  in  the  house  proposed  fi[>r  the 
sarviceofhis  country,  from  the  detenninatioQ 
of  this  parliament,  he  should  hope  he  might  be 
allowed  to  sit  down,  perfectly  satisfied  with  the 
honour  of  having  been  proposed  by  two  honoaiw 
able  persons,  who  were  Ae  ornaments  of  the 
last  parliament;  and  whose  steady  adherence 
to  the  true  interest  of  their  country  added  a 
lustre  even  to  their  bir(b  :  ^nd  that  gentlemen 
would  agree  on  some  other  person,  whoM  greater 
abilities  would  enable  him  to  discharge  this 
high  trust,  with  reputation  to  himself,  and  ad* 
vantage  to  the  pubfic.'' 

But,  the  house  calling  upon  Mr.  Compton, 
**  To  the  chair  ;**  he  was  taken  out  of  his  place 
by  the  earl  of  Hartford,  and  the-  lord  Finch, 
who  led  him  from  the  bar  of  the  house,  up  to 
the  chair :  where  upon  the  steps,  he  said, 
"  that  the  undeserved  honour  he  had  received, 
by  being  brought  thus  far,  require  the  utmost 
return  of  gratitude  to  the  whole  house,  and  hit 
most  hearty  thanks  to  every  memb^  of  it ;  and 
would  stop  him  from  farther  insisting  on  his 
own  insufficiency,  lest  he  should  be  thought  to 
cenfure  the  judgment  of  the  bouses  the  real 
sense  of  his  own  weakness  still  urged  him  to  in- 
treat  gentlemen  to  desist  from  so  improper  a 
ohoioe ;  and  to  give  him  leave  to  return  to  his 
former  seat,  where  the  errors  he  might  commit 
could  be  only  qnfortunate  to  himself;  whereas, 
in  the  chair,  tb^  might  be  prcjudiciai  to  the 
whole  kingdom.^ 

fibt  the  house  cried.  No,  nO'S  whereopon 
Mr.  Compton  took  the  chair ;  and,  the  mabe, 
which  before  lay  under  the  table,  being 
laid  upon  the  table,  be,  standing  up,  saidy 
**  though  the  bouse  would  not  allow  of  big  ex* 
cote,  be  hoped  they  would  be  pleuad  to  peanift 
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him  to  btMcede  with  hn  miyet^  to  command 
them  to  proceed  to  another  eiecdon."  The 
membcn  cned,No,  no;  and  theraopon  be  Bat 
dovB  in  the  chair. 

The  Speakef'i  Speech  an  being  pre$ented  and 
mravedi^.]  March  SI.  The  king  came  to 
tne  House  of  Lords  with  the  asual  solemnity ; 
and  the  House  of  Commons'  attending,  the 
Spedcer  elect  addressed  his  majesty,  as  follows : 

^  May  it  please  your  majesty ;  The  Commons 
of  Great  Britain,  in  parliament  assembled,  have, 
in  obedience  to  yoar  majesty's  command,  pro- 
oafded  to  the  choice  of  their  Speaker ;  and 
now  attend,  with  all  humility,  to  present  me  to 
your  najesty,  as  the  effect  of  that  choice. 
It  must  be  very  surprising  to  your  majesty,  that, 
AtHD  amongst  so  many  honourable,  learned, 
and  worthy  persons,  who  are  every  way  qualified 
to  dischai^e  this  great  trust,  any  thing  could  in- 
duce your  Commons  to  present  me  for  your  ma- 
jesty's approbation,  who  have  none  of  those 
endowments  necessary  for  the  execution  of  this 
important  charge  :  I  have  neither  memory  to 
retain,  judgment  to  collect,  nor  skill  to  guide, 
their  debates ;  nor  can  I  boast  of  any  thing 
that  could  entitle  me  to  the  favor  of  the  Com- 
mons, but  ail  unshaken  fidelity  to  the  Protestant 
succession.  This,  Sir,  to  your  faithful  Commons, 
supplied  the  want  of  all  qualifications  :  by  this 
first  step,  they  design  to  convince  the  world, 
that  a  steady  adherence  to  the  interest  of  your 
m^esty's  royal  house  is  the  only  recommenda- 
tion to  the  ravour  of  the  Commons.  This  your 
Commons  hope,  may  be  some  excuse  for  their 
presuming  to  present  to  your  majesty  a  person, 
whose  insufficiency  renders  him  so  improper  for 
tbem  to  elect,  or.  for  your  miyesty  to  approve ; 
But  though  your  majesty  should  be  graciously 
pleased  to  allow  this  as  a  justification  for  your 
Commoos;  yet  I  should  be  unpardonable,  did 
I  not,  with  all  humility,  represent  to  your  ma- 
jesty, that,  though  my  zeal  be  great,  my  infir- 
mities are  greater.  This  employment  requires 
a  man  of  better  understanding,  and  ,  stronger 
judgment,  than  I  am  master  of :  I  am  there- 
lore  an  humble  suitor  to  your  majesty,  to  ac- 
cept my  excuse  ;  and  to  command  the  knights, 
citizens,  and  burgesses,  to  return  to  their  House, 
and  there  to  make  choice  of  some  fitter  person 
to  discharge  this  great  trust,  on  the  diie  execu- 
tion whereof  tlie  public  welfarp  so  much  de- 
pends.^ 

Then  the  Xord  CkanceUor^  taking  directions 
from  bia  majesty,  said, 

**  Geotremen  of  the  House  <»f  Commons  ; — 
I  am  to  acquaint  you,  by  iiis  majest/s  com- 
mand, that  his  majesty  is  perfectly  well  satisfied 
with  the  /choice  vou  havejnade  of  Mr.  Compton 
to  be  your  Speaker ;  and  therefbre  his  majesty 
doth  atiow  of,  and  confirm  you,  Mr.  Conapton, 
to  be  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons.*^ 

Then  the  iSjpedfeer  said, 

^  Since  it  is  not  your  majesty's  pleasure  to 
admit  my  •zcose ;  it  is  my  dlu^  to  submit,  and 
cknrfbUy  to  oodtfgo  thit  burdfiu^  which  your 


majesty  and  the  Commons  have  been  pleased  to 
lay  on  me ;  having  an  entire  confidence  in 
your  majesty's  goodness  for  pardon  for  my 
errors  and  infirmities,  at  least  that  they  may 
not  be  imputed  to  your  faithful  Commons  :  On 
whose  behalf  I  lay  claim,  by  humble  petition  to 
your  majesty,  to  all  their  ancietit  righu  and 
privileges ;  pisrticularly,  that  they  may  have< 
privilege  firom  arrests,  and  disturbance,  for 
their  persons,  estates,  and  servants,  liberty  of 
speech  for  the  beUer  management  of  their  de- 
bates, and  free  access  to  your  majesty's  royal 
person,  as  occasion  shall  require.^ 

Then  the  Lord  Chancdlor  receiving  further 
directions  from  his  majesty,  said, 

'' Mr.  Speaker ;  lam  commanded, by  his 
majesty  to  say,  that  his  majesty,  being  fully  as- 
sured of  the  prudence,  loyalty,  and  good  abac- 
tions, of  the  House  of  Commons,  does  most 
wiHiogly  grant  to  them  all  their  privileges,  in  at 
full  a  manner  as  they  have  at  any  time  been 
granted  or  allowed  by  any  of  his  majesty's 
royal  predecessors.  And  as  to  what  vou  have 
prayed  in  relation  to  yourself,  his  majesty  will 
ne  graciously  pleased  to  put  the  best  and  most 
favourable  construction  upon  your  words  and 
actions,  in  execution  of  this  great  tmst,  at 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons  ;  beiuff 
satisfied,  by  your  past  conduct,  of  your  good 
intentions  and  zeal  for  his  service,  and  the^true 
interest  of  your  country,  and  of  your  esperience 
and  abilities  in  the  business  of  parliaments.'' 

The  Kin^t  Speech  on  opening  tie  iSbttbn.} 
Then  his  majesty  was  pleased  to  say,^ 

**  M/ Lords  and  Gentlemen  ;— I  have  order- 
ed my  lord  chancellor  to  declare  to  you  in  my 
name  and  words,  the  causes  of  calling  this  par- 
liament.'' 

Then  the  Lord  phancelior,  receiving  direc- 
tions from  his  majesty,  said, 

''  My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen ; — ^His  majesty 
hath  commanded  me  to  declare  to  you  the 
causes  of  his  calling  this  parliament,  as  they  are 
contained  in  this  his  majesty's  most  gracious 
Speech,  now  delivered  into  my  hands  by  his 
majesty,  from  the  throne. 

**  Mj  Lords,  and  Gentlemen  ;  This  being 
the  first  opportunity  that  I  have  had  of  meeting 
my  people  in  parhament,  since  it  pleased  Al- 
mighty God,  of  his  good  Providence,  to  call  me 
to  the  throne  of  my  ancestors,  I  most  gladly 
make  use  of  it,  to  thank  my  faithful  and  loving 
subjects  for  that  zeal  and  firmness  that  hath 
been  shown  in  defence  of  the  Protestant  suo- 
cession,  against  all  thc^  open  and  secret  prac* 
tices  that  have  been  used  to  defeat  it ;  and  I 
shall  n^ver  forget  the  obligations  I  have  to 
those  who  have  distinguished  themaelves  upon 
this  occasion. 

*^  It  were  to  be  wished,  that  the  unparalleled 
successes  of  a  war,  which  was  so  wisely  and 
cheerfully  supported  by  this  nation,  in  order  to 
procure  a  good  peace,  had  been  attended  #ith 
^  sttitabW'  Gooctusion :  but  it  it  wit|i  coucern 
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I  must  tell  jon,  that  some  cooditions,  even  of 
this  peace,  esseotial  to  the  security  and  trade 
of  Great  Britain,  are  not  yet  duly  executed  ; 
and  the  performance  of  the  whole  may  be  look- 
ed upon  as  precarious,  until  we  shall  ha?e  form- 
ed defensive  alliances  to  guaranty  the  present 
treaties. 

"  The  Pretender,  who  still  resides  in  Lorrain, 
threatens  to  disturb  us :  and  boasts  of  the  as- 
sistance which  he  still  expects  here,  to  repair 
his  former  disappointments. 

^'  A  great  part  of'  our  trade  is  rendered  im- 
practicable :  this,  if  not  retriered,  must  destroy 
our  manufactuces,  and  ruin  our  navigation. 

<'  The  public  debts  are  very  great,  and  sup' 
prisiugly  increased,  even  since  the  fatal  cessa- 
s'lon  of  arms.  My  first  care  was,  to  prevent  a 
farther  increase  of  these  debts,  by  paying  off 
forthwith  a  great  number  of  ships,  which  had 
been  kept  in  pay  when  there  was  no  occasion 
for  continuing  such  an  expence. 

'*  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
"  I  rely  im  you  for  such  supplies  as  the  pre- 
seiit  circumstances  of  our  affairs  requirafor  this 
year's  service,  and  for  the  support  of  the  public 
ikith  :  the  estimates  shall  be  laid  before  you, 
that  yon  may  consider  of  them  :  asd  what  you 
shall  judge  necessary  for  your  safety,  I  sball 
think  sufficient  for  mine. 
-  *'  I  doubt  not  but  you  will  concur  with  me 
in  opinion,  that  nothing  can  contribute  more  to 
the  support  of  the  credit  of  the  nation,  than  a 
strict  observance  of  all  parliamentary  engage- 
ments. 

*'  The  branches  of  the  revenue,  formerly 
ifranted  for  the  support  of  the  civil  government, 
are  so  far  incumbered  and  alienated,  that  the 
produce  of  the  funds  which  remain,  and  have 
been  granted  to  me,  will  fall  much  short  of 
what  was  at  first  designed  for  maintaining  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  the  crown:  and  since  it 
is  my  happiness  (as  I  am  confident  yon  think 
it  yours)  to  see  a  Prince  of  Wales,  who  may  in 
due  time  succeed  me  on  the  throne,  and  to  see 
biiu  blessed  with  many  children,  the  best  and 
most  valuable  pledgies  of  our  care  and  concern 
lor  your  prosperity,  thb  roust  occasion  an^ex- 
pence,  to  which  the  nation  has  not  of  many 
years  been  accustomed,  but  such  as  surely  no 
mau  will  grudge;  and,  therefore,  I  do  not 
doubt  but  you  will  ,think  of  it  with  that  af- 
fection which  I  have  reason  to  hope  for  from  you. 

'*  My  lords  and  gentlemen, 
'*The  eyes  of  all  Europe  are  upon  you, 
waiting  the  issue  of  this  firet  session.  Let  no 
unhappy  divisions  of  parties  here  at*  home, 
divert  you  from  pursuing  the  common  interest 
of  your  country.  Let  no  wicked  insinuations 
disQuiet  the  mmds  of  my  subjects.  The  esta- 
blisned  constitution,  in  church  and  state,  shall 
be  the  rule  of  my  government ;  the  happiness, 
ease,  and  prosperity  of  my  people>  shall  be  the 
chief  care  of  my  life.  Those  who  assist  me,  in 
carrying  on  these  measures,  I  shall  always 
esteem  mv  best  friends  ;  and  I  doubt  not  but 
that  I  shall  be  able,  with  your  aiustaace,  to 


disappoint  the  designs  of  those  who  wodd  de* 
prive  me  of  th^t  blessing  which  ImostralM^ 
the  afiection  of  my  people." 

Which  being  ended,  his  majesty  was  pleas- 
ed to  withdraw  ;  and  the  Commons  returned  to 
their  House. 

The  Lords*  Address.]  March  22.  The  Duke 
of  Bolton  reported  from  the  Lords  Committees 
appointed  to  draw  an  address,  to  be  presented 
to  his  majesty,  "  That  they  .had  drawn  an 
address  accordingly,  as  follows : 
**  Most  Gracious  Sovereign, 

**  Wd,  Vour  majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  the  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal  in 
parliament  assembled,  beg  leave  to  present  to 
your  maje&ty  most  bumble  and  hearty  thanks, 
for  your  majesty's  most  gracious  speech  to 
your  houses  of  parliament ;  and  to  assure  your 
majesty,  that  although  we  met  together  with 
hearts  deeply  sensible  of  the  goodness  cf  divine 
Providence  to  us,  in  bringingyour  majesty  with 
safety,  and  at  so  critical  a  juncture,  to  the 
throne  of  your  ancestors,  yet  we  could  not  but 
become  still  more  affected  with  that  inestintable 
blessing,  when  we  heard  so  very  affectionate 
Expressions  from  your  majesty  towards  your 
people ;  so  clear  and  full  assurances,  from  a 
Prince  of  such  known  honour  and  justice,  that 
the  established  constitution  in  church  and 
state  shall  be  the  rule  of  your  goventinent  ; 
and  so  just  and  tender  a  concern  for  our  not 
having  obtained  those  advantages  by  the  peace, 
which  would  have  been  but  a  suitable  conclo- 
sion  to  so  gloriqus  and  successfiil  a  war;  nor 
as  yet  a  due  execution  of  some  conditions, 
even  of  that  peace,  essential  to  the  security  and 
trade  of  this  kingdom. 

*<  We  are  affected  with  wonder,  as  well  as 
with  a  just  resentment,  that  a  Pretender  to 
your  majesty's  crown  should  be  yet  permitted 
to  reside  so  near  your  dominions ;  especially 
after  his  public  boasting  of  an  assistance  be 
expects  here,  and  his  avowing  a  design  to  invade 
this  your  majesty's  kingdotn. 

<'  We  are  but  too  sensible  that  our  trade  is 
rendered  impracticable  in  the  most  valuable 
branches  of  it,  and  of  the  ill  effects  that  most 
have  upon  our  manufactures  and  navigation  r 
but  your  majesty  may  be  assured,  nothing  shall 
be  wanting  on  oUr  part,  that  may  any  way  con- 
duce to  the  retrieving  it. 

'*  These  and  other  difficulties  your  majesty 
liath  met  with  on  your  acces^uon  to  the  crown 
(and  which,  we  must  observe,  injustice  to  your 
wisdom  and  foresight,  would  have  .been  pre- 
vented had  your  opinion  been  followed),  we 
must  confess,  are  very  great  liod  discouraging  : 
However  we  do  not  doubt  but  that  your  ma- 
jesty, assisted  by  this  parliament,  zealous  for 
^our  government,  and  the  safety  and  honour 
of  their  country,  may  be  able  to  take  such 
further  meilsnres,  as  will  secure  what  is  due 
to  us  by  treaties,  ease  our  debts,  preserve  tlie 
public  credit,  retfore  our  trade,  extinguish 
the  very  hopes  of  the  Pretender,  and  recover 
the  reputation  of  Uns  kingdom  in  foreign  parts  ; 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


4S1  PARL.  HISTORY,  1  GioroeI.  li\5.^TkeKing'i  Answer. 


[46 


die  I9M  of  which,  we  hope  to  coovioce  *the 
wM  by  our  actioos,  is  by  no  means  to  be  im- 
poced  to  the  nation  in  general. 

«  And  these  good  ends  cannot  fail  of  being 
ohtaiaed,  by  your  majesty's  porsuing  with  stea- 
diness, as  you  have  began,  tne  true  interest  of 
diis  your  ubedient  and  affectionate  people : 
•nd  your  ini^esty  may,  by  God*s  blessing, 
dfpeod  that  in  conjunction  with  so  loyal 
s  parliament,  yon  will  be  able  to  lay  foundations 
that  can  ne? er  be  moved,  not  only  of  the  secu- 
rity aod  glory,  but  even  of  the  ease  and  tran- 
quility of  your  governdient,  and  that  of  your 
onjesty's  posterity ;  for  which  we  offer  up  our 
aiost  ardent  prayers,  that  it  may  for  ever  con- 
tinue to  reign  after  your  majesty  on  the  throne 
of  these  kingdoms,  and  in  the  hearts  of  a  peo- 
ple tmiy  happy,  aod  fully  sensible  of  theii*  being 
so.'' 

DeboU  ikfreon.]  As  soon  as  the  Address 
bad  been  read,  there  rose  a  great  debate  about 
tbe  following  expressions,  **  And  recover  the 
repotation  of  this  kingdom  in  foreign  parts  ; 
tbe  loss  of  which  we  hope  to  convince  the 
world  by  our  actions,  is,  by  no  means,  to  he 
imputed  to  the  nation  in  general/'  The  lord 
Trevor  (a),  lord  Bolin|;broke  (b)^  the  earl  of 
Strafford  (c),  dokes  of  Buckingham  ("d;,  and 
Shrewsbury  (€/,  earl  of  Anglesea,  the  arch- 
biAop  of  York  (f)  the  bishops  of  London  (g) 
and  Bristol  (k)^  excepted  against  that  clause, 
alledging,  ^  that  the  same  was  injurious  to  the 
late  qaeen*s  memory,  and  even  clashing  with 
that  part  of  hb  majesty's  speech  which  recom- 
mended to  both  bouses,'  the  avoiding  the  ui^- 
happy  divisions  of  parties." 

The  Lord  BoUngbroke  expressed  the  deepest 
oofloem  for  the  memonr  of  the  late  queen,' 
which,  he  said, "  he  would  do  all  in  bis  power 
to  vindicate ;  that  he  had  the  honour  to  be  one  of 
her  servants,  and  if  be  had  had  done  any  thing 
amiss  he  would  be  contented  to  be  punished 
for  it;  bat  that  he  thought  it  very  bard  to  be 
censured  and  condemnedwithout  being  heard.** 
Hb  brdship  added,  <Uhat  his  present  majesty 
had^several  times  expressed  a  grcfat  respect  and 
teadcroess  for  the  late  queen's  memory;  and 
was  a  prince  of  so  great  wisdom,  equity,  and 

fa j  Created  a  peer,  S  1st  December,  1711, 
lord  chief  justice  of  the  common  pleas  at  the 
^•een's  death,  but  removed  26th  October,  1714, 
tad  taoceedecl  by  sir  Pbter  King. 

(b)  Secretary  of  State  at  queen  Anne's  deadi, 
hat  removed  on  the  accession  of  king  George. 

(e)  One  of  the  Plenipotentiaries  at  the  treaty 
of  Utrecht. 

(dj  President  of  the  council  at  the  accession 
of  kipn  George,  but  removed  and  succeeded  by 
Daai^eari  of  NoUingham. 

(e)  Lord  High  Treasurer  at  the  queen's 
death. 

Cf)  Sir  WiUiam  Dawes,  bart. 

(g)  Dr.  John  Robinson,  a  Plenipoteotiai^ 
lotlie  treaty  of  Utrecht. 

(h)  Dr.  Oeoiige  Smalrtdge, 


justice,  that  he  was  sore  his  majesty  would  not 
condemn  any  man,  without  hearing  what  bt 
had  to  say  for  himself;  that  so  august  an  as- 
sembly ought  to  imitate  so  great  a  pattern.'' 
And  upon  these  and  other  reasons,  his  lord- 
ship moved, "That  the  words  •  recover,' &c. 
might  be  sofVened  into  those  of  *  maintain  the 
reputation  o(tbis  kingdom,*  and  that  the  rest  of 
tbe  paragraph  might  be  left  out.** 

The  Earl  of  Strafford  also  excepted  against 
that  clause,  urging,  <*  that  tbe  same  would  ex- 
pose the  honour  of  the  nation  abroad,  which 
he  was  sure,  had  suffered  no  diminution  during 
his  negociations." 

The  Duke  of  5Are3vs6ury  said,  '' that  thtt 
House  of  Peers  ought,  on  all  occasions,  to  be 
most  tender  of  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the 
crown,  from  which  they  derive  their  own  ho-  - 
nour  and  lustre;  that  therefore,  when  the  like 
clause  fras  inserted  in  an  Address  of  the  House 
of  Commons  to  the  late  queen,  upon  the  death 
of  king  William^  he  had  expressed,  to  several 
members  of  that  house,  his  dislike  of  it,  beeanse 
it  reflected  on  the  memory  of  that  prince ;  and 
for  the  same  reason  he  "was  aeainst  the  said 
clause. — ^These  were  answered  ny  the  marquis 
of  Wbarton,f  the  lord  Cowper,t  the  earls  of 
Nottingham  and  Aylesford,  and  the  duke  of 
Devonshire ;  w(io  expressed  all  respect  and 
reverence  for  the  late  queen's  memory,  but  dii<* 
tinguished  between  her  and  her  ministry  ;  and 
maintained  the  dause  in  question  by  argoments 
drawn  from  the  mismanagements  of  tbe  latter, 
hinted  at  in  his  majesty's  speech.  LordCowper 
said,  <*  They  did  not  condemn  any  particul^ 
person,  but  only  the  peace  in  general,  because 
they  felt  tbe  ill  consequences  of  it;  that  they 
who  advised  and  made  such  a  peace,  deserved 
indeed  to  be  censured,  but  that  the  words  m 
the  Address  being  general,  no  private  person 
was  affected  by  them  :  and  that  the  alteration 
of  the  word  '  recover'  into  that  of  maintain/ 
would  signify  no^more  towards  the  justificadoa 
of  the  guiHy,  than  the  word  <  recover' towards 
the  comlemnation  of  the  innocent."  Then  the 
question  being  put,  whether  the  Address  sbonid 
be  recommitted  or  not,  the  negative  carried  it. 
by  a  minority  of  ^  votes  against  39. 

The  KingU  Answer  to  the  Lords*  Address,] 
March  2S.  The  House  of  Lord's  in  a  body 
presented  the  said  Address  to  the  king,  who  re- 
turned tlie  fallowing  Answer ; 

^'  My  lords ;  I  thank  you  heartily  for  this 
Address.  Your  duty  and  loyalty  to  me  can 
never  be  better  expressed,  than  by  shewing  a 
julBt  concern  for  the  reputation  and  interest  of 
the  nation ;  since  I  have  no  other  thought,  or 
view,  but  to  promote  the  prosperity,  and  hap- 
piness of  my  people." 


*  See  the  Address,  with  the  division  thereon/ 
vol.  6,  p.  48. 

t  Appoiuted  Lord  Privy  Seal,  September  %9, 
1714,  in  tbe  room  of  tbe  earl  of  Dartmouth. 

}  Appointed  Lord  Chancellor,  September  H9, 
1714,  in  tbe  room  of  Lord  Han^urt. 
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TheOmmow^  Address.]  March  25d.  The 
Speaker  having  reported  to  the  House  the 
king^s  Speech  : 

Mr.  Bobert  Walpole  made  a  speech  in  which 
lie  set  forth  the  great  happioess  of  these  uatioos 
1>y  his  iuajestj*s  seasonable  accession  to  the 
crown;' ran  through  the  mismanagements  of. 
the  four  last  preceding  years;  and  concluded 
with  a  motion  for  an  Address  of  thanks  to  the 
kbg,  conformable  to  the  several  heads  of  his 
majesty's  speech.  He  was  seconded  by  the 
lord  iiinchinbroke,  member  for  Huntingdon  ; 
and  none  but  sir  William  Whitlocke,  member 
for  the  university  of  Oxford,  having  raised  any 
ot^ection  against  ^r.  Walpole's  motion,  it  was 
resolved,  Thai  an  Address  be  presenCedto  his 
majesty ;  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
draw  it  up,  of  which  Mr.  Walpole  was  elected 
chairman;  which  was  as  follows  : 

**  Most  gracious  sovereign ; 

<^  Your  majesty's  most' dutiful  and  loyal  sub- 
jects the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in  par!ia- 
naent  assembled,  return  your  majesty  their  un- 
feigned thanks  for  your  most  gracious  speech 
from  the  throne.    * 

*<  It  is  with  inexpressible  jov  that  we  ap- 
proach your  majesty,  peaceably  seated  upon 
the  throne  of  your  royal  ancestors ;  and  being 
thoroughly  sensible  of  the  many  open  and  se- 
cret firactices  that  have  of  late  years  heen  used 
to  defeat  the  Protestant  Succession,  we  cannot 
sufficiently  adore  the  Divine  Providence,  that  so 
seasoaid}ly  interpcMied,  and  saved  this  nation  by 
your  majesty's  happy  accession  to  the  crown. 

'<  Your  faithful  Commons  receive  with  ther 
highest  gratitudCfjoar  most  gracious  assurances, 
that  the  established  constitution  in  church  and 
state  shall  be  the  rule  of  your  government ;  and 
the  safety,  ease,  and  prosperity  of  yoor  people 
the  chief  care  of  your  life.  We  are  sensible 
of  yoor  goodness  expressed  to  those  who  have 
distinguished  themselves  by  their  zeal  and  firm- 
ness for  the  Protestant  succession :  And  as  we 
doubt  not,  but  the  wisdom  and  steadiness  of 
yoor  government  will  unite  the  hearts  of  all 
yoor  teithful  subjeoct  in  duty  and  affection  to 

J rour  sacred  person,  so  we  most  humbly  beg 
eave  to  assure  your  majesty,  that  we  not  only 
highly  resent  the  wicked  insinuations  used  to 
disquiet  the  minds  of  your  subjects,  but  are  re- 
solved, to  the  utmost  of  our  powe^,  to  suppress 
and  extioguish  that  evil  disposition  that  is  still 
at  work  to  deprive  your  majesty  of  the  affec- 
tions of  your  people. 

«*  We  aris  seqsibly  touched,  not  only  with 
the  disappointment,  but  with  the  reproach 
brought  on  the  nation  by  the  unsuitable  con- 
clusion of  a  war,  which  was  carried  on  at  so 
vast  an  expence,  and  was  attended  with  #uch 
unparalleled  successes :  But  as  that  dishonour 
^cannot  injustice  be  imputed  to  the  whole  na- 
tion, so  we  firmly  hope  and  believe;  that  through 
your  majesty's  great  wisdom,  and  the  faithful 
endeavours*  of  Tour  Commons,  the  reputation 
0f  these  your  kingdoms -will  iu  due  time  be 
^  vindicated  and  restored. 
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**  We  are  under  astonishment  to  find,  tlwt 
any  conditions  of  the  late  peace,  essential  ^  to 
the  security  and  trade  of  Gr^t  Bsttain,  sboisM 
not  be  duly  executed ;  and  that  care  was  not 
taken  to  form  such  alliances,  as  might  have 
rendered  that  peace  not  precarious.  And  ps 
no  care  shall  ne  wanting  in  your  loyal  Com- 
mons to  enquire  into  these  fatal  miscarriages, 
so  we  entirely  rely  on  your  majesty's  wisdotD, 
to  enter  irfto  socn  alliances  as  you  shall  judge 
necessary  to  preserve  the  peace  of  Europe ; 
and  we  faithfully  promise  to  enable  your  ma- 
jesty to  make  good  all  such  engagements. 

'*  It  is  with  just  resentment  we  observe,  that 
the  Pretender  still  resides  in  Lorrain,  and  that 
he  has  the  presumption,  by  declarations  from 
thence,  to  stir  u^  your  majesty's  subjects  to  r^ 
hellion  ;  But  that  which  raises  the  utmost  in* 
dignation  of  your  Commons  is,  that  it  appears 
therein,  that  his  hopes  were  built  upon  the 
measures  t^at  had  been  taken  for  some  tioie 
past  in  Great  Britain.  It  shall  be  our  basinets 
to  trace  out  those  measures  whereon  he  placed 
his  hopes,  and  to  bring  the  authors  of  them  to 
condign  punishment. 

**  Your  Commons  are  under  the  deepest 
concern,  that  a  great  part  of  our  trade  is  ren- 
dered impracticable^  which  if  not  retrieved, 
must  destroy  our  manufactures,  and  ruin  oar 
navigation  :  But  though  we  are  too  sensiUe  of 
those  faul'consequences,  we  are  not  yet  with- 
out hopes,  that  your  majesty's  great  wisdom, 
by  the  assistance  of  yoor  Commons,  may  find 
means  to  extric^e  your  people  from  their  pre- 
sent difficulties. 

<<  The  blessings  derived  to  these  nations  firom 
your  majesty's  auspicious  reirn,  are  not  con- 
6|ied  to  the  present  times;  weliave  a  prospect 
of  future  and  lasting  happiness  entailed  upon 
your  people  by  a  long  succession  of  your  royal 
progeny.  And  as  this  is  a  blessmg  which  these 
kingdoms  have  a  long  time  wanted,  so  they 
could  never  hope  to  have  seen  it  so  well  sun- 
plied,  as  in  tlie  person  of  his  royal  highness  toe 
prince  of  Wales,  and  his  issue.  Your  iaitbfiil 
Commons  shall  therefore  think  it  their  duty  to 
enable  your  majesty^  to  support  the  dianty  of 
the  crown,  and  to  make  ah  honourable  provi- 
sion for  the  royal  family. 

"  The  surprising  increase  of  the  public  debts, 
even  since  au  thoughts  of  carrying  on  the  war 
were  laid  aside,  stedi  not  "discourage  us  from 
granting  such  supplies  as  shall  be  necessary  for 
the  service  of  this  year,  and  thesupport  of  pub- 
lic fttith  :  And  we  do  enth'ely  concur  with  your 
miyesty  in  opinion,  that  nothing  can  contri- 
bute more  towards  preserving  the  credit  of  the 
nation,  than  a  strict  observance  of  all  parlia- 
mentary engagements,  which  we  are  firmfy  re- 
solved upon  all  occasbns  inviolably  to  main* 
tain." 

Debate  thereon,]  Upon  the  reading  of  this 
Address,  there  arose  a  warm  debate  in  the 
House ;  Mr.  Shippeo,  Mr.  Bromlev,  sir  Wil- 
liam Wyndbam,  general  Reis,  Mr.  Caaar,.  Bit* 
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.Wavdy  sr  BoUit  Rajmosd,  *  sir  WilUatn 
Whidocke,  Mr.  Hon^rfbrd,  and  some  others, 
nimd  objacdoat  ngunat  divers  eipressions  in 
ibe  Address;  but  were  answered  by  Mr.  Ro- 
bert Walpole,  Mr.  Secretary  Stanhope  f ,  •  sir 
Gdbeft  ueadK^ote,  and  Mr.  WiMiaro  Pulunej. 

General  Rost,  among  the  rest,  insisted  much, 
*  That  the  condemning  the  peace,  and  censor- 
iogthe  late  ministry,  was  a  reflection  od  the 
Iste  queen,  whose  act  and  deed  the  peace  wns ; 
tnd  one  he  was  sore  the  reflecting  on  the  late 
^aeen,  could  not  be  agreeable  to  his  present 
mqesty.^ 

Be  was  answered  by  Mr.  Robert  Walpole, 
and  general  Stanhope,  **  That  nothing  was 
teher  firom  their  intentions^  than  to  asperse 
^late  queen;  that  they  rather  designed  to 
lindiGate  her  memorr,  by  exposing  and  puuish- 
jpg  those  evil  counsellors  who  deluded  her  into 
p^caicions  measures ;  whereas  the  opposite 
paity  endeavoqred  to  screen  and  justify  those 
QDinwelSors  by  throwing  on  that  good,  pious, 
and  well  meaning  princess,  all  the  blame  and 
odiomof  their  evil  counsels.'*  As  to  censur- 
ing the  late  ministers,  without  hearing  them, 
and  condemning  the  ^eace,  without  examining 
mtp  paiticnUr^  asm^ustapd  unprecedented,  it 
was  answered,  *'  That  they  must  distinguish  be- 
Ovaen  censuring  ministers,  and  condemning 
the  peace  in  general,  and  qundemning  particular 
persons.  That  they  might,  in  equity  and  jus- 
tice, do  the  first,  because  the  wboknation  isal- 
mdy  sensible,  that  their  honour  and  true  in- 
terest were  given  up  by '  the  late  peace ;  that 
m  dae  time  they  would  call  them  to  an  account, 
who  made  and  advised  such  a  peace ;  but  God 
forbid  they  should  ever  condemn  any  person 
unheard.      On  this  occasion, 

Gcaenl  SUmhcme  took  notice  of  a  report  in- 
dasCnoQsly  spread  abroad,  *'  That  the  present 
wieiUfis  never  deaigned  lo  call  the  late  manis- 
|ers  to  an  account,  but  only  to  censure  them 
m  general,  terms  :  but  he  assured  the  House, 
that  notwithstanding  all  the  endeavours  that 
bad  been  used  to  prevent  a  discovery  of  tbe 
tale  mismanagements,  by  conveying  away  seve- 
ral papers  from  the  secreuries  offices,  yet  the 
gDvemment^had  sufficient  evidence  lefb  to  prove 
tbe  late  mmistry  the- most  corrupt  that  ever 
sale  at  the  helm :  That  those  matters  would 
soon  be  laid  before  tbe  House :  and  that  it 
woald  appear,  that  a  ceruin  English  general 
had  acted  in  concert  with,  if  not  received 
iMders  from,  Marshal  ViUara.''   . 

Sir  William  Wymi^am  endeavoured  to  prove, 
that  tbe  peace  had  been  very  beneficial  to  this 
kingdom,  and  o£fered  to  produce  a  list  of  goods, 
by  which  it  appeared,  tbat  tbe  customs  had  in- 

^  Made  attomey-gieneral,  5th  May,  17S0 : 
kird  chief  justice  of  the  King's  bench,  Feb. 
tt,1794,'and  afterwards  created  a  baron  of 
Orsat  Britain. 

t  Made  secretary  of  state,  33d  January, 
.If  15 ;  chahceilor  of  the  exchequer,  ISth 
^ftf^  irir,  and  alcenratds  created  4m  ttA 
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creased  near  100;000/.  ^per  annum.  Bat  he 
was  immediately  taken  up  by. 

Sir  OHbert  Heathcote^  who  readilif  owned; 
sir  William  might,  indeed,  pioduce  a  list  of  vast 
imports  from  France,  but  defied  him  to  shew 
that  our  exports  thither,  particularly  of  out* 
woollen  manufactures,  had  encreased  since  the 
peace.  He  added,  that  imports  being  only 
our  consumption,  rather  prove  our  loss  than 
our  gain ;  and  that  the  nation  gets  only  by  ex- 
ports, which  keep  up  our  manufactures,  employ 
our  poor,  and  bring  in  returns  in  money;  to 
which  sir  William  Wyndhain  made  no  reply. 

Sir  William  Whitelocke  having  suggested, 
that  the  new  ministry  designed  to  invohre  the 
nation  in  a  new  war,  and  lay  6f.  in  the  pound, 
was  assured  by  Mr.  Robert  Walpole,  that  nond 
in  the  present  ministry  were  for  a  war,  if  the 
same  could  any  ways  be  avoided ;  and  that  h6 
doubted  not,  but  2f.  in  the  pound  would  be 
sufficient  towards  this  year!s  service. 

After  thb  debate,  q  motion  being  made,  and 
tbe  question  put,  that  the  Address  of  thanks 
be  recommitted,  it  passed  in  the  negative,  by 
S4i,  voices  against  138;  and  then  it  was  re* 
solved,  That  the  House  do  agree  with  the  Com« 
mittee  in  the  said  Address ;  and  ordered,  that 
such  members  as  are  of  the  priv  v  council,  should 
kiiow  his  majesty's  pleasure,  when  he  would  b^ 
attended  by  the  House. 

The  Kin^s  Amwer.^  The  king  having  ap- 
pointed the  next  day,  the  Commons,  with  their 
Speaker,  attended  his  majesty  accordingly  nt 
St.  James's,  with  their  Aadress,  to  which  his 
majesty  returned  the  following  Answer : 

"  Gentlemen ;  I  thank  you  for  the  many 
kind  assurances  you  have  given  me  in  your  du- 
tiful and  loyal  Address.— No  endeavours  shall 
be  wanting  on  my  part^  to  promote  your  true 
interest,  and  endear  myself  to  all  my  peoples 
and  I  will  depend  on  your  zeal  and  affection, 
to  defeat  all  evil  designs,  that  may  tend  to  dis- 
quiet the  minds  of  my  people,  and  disturb 
tbe  tranquillity  of  my  government.'' 

The  King's  Proclamation  for  culling  the  Par^ 
Uament  okjected  aga^mt,]  April  5.  The  Hdose 
being  moved  to  appoint  a  day  for  taking  into^ 
consideration  the-  King's  Proclamation  of  the 
15th  of  January  last  for  calling  a  new  p^rlia* 
ment,  and  the  same  being  read  accordingly, 

Sir  William  Whitelocke  made  some  except 
tions  to  abe  said  Proclamation,  as  linprece^ 
dented  and  unwarrantable,  for  which  he  was 
called  upon  by  some  members  to  explain  him- 
self; upon  which  he  made  an  excuse  for  wh&t 
he  had  said. 

Tbe  passages  here  alluded  to  are  as.  follows, 
viz.  <  We  cannot  omit,  on  this  occasion  of  first 

<  summoning  our  parliament  of  Great  Brithin, 

*  in  justice 'to  ourselves,  and  that  tbe  miscar- 

<  riages  nf  others  may  not  be  imputed  to  us,  at  a 
'  time  when  false  impressions  may  do  the  greatest 

*  and  irrecovefable  hurt  before  they  can    be 

*  cleared  up,  to  signify  to  our  whole  kingdom, 

*  that  we  were  very  muclr  concerned,  on  our 
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nol  be  taidy  thtt  we  take  mnj  advantage  ag^Miiat 
them.*' 

After  several  other  speecbeSi  which  prolomnd 
thn  debate  from  one  till  half  an  hour  past  Svtt 
in  the  afternoon,  a  motion  was  made,  and  tbo 
question  put.  That  the  House  do  now  adjeoni^ 
which  being  carried  in  the  negative  bj  a  mijo- 
ritj  of  812  voices  against  134,  a  motion  wa» 
made,  and  the  question  proposed,  ^  That  sir 
William  Windham  having  reflected  upon  hie 
majesty's  proclamation  of  the  15th  of  Janoaiy 
last,  for  calling  a  new  parliament,  and  having 
refused  to  justify  his  charge,  although  often 
called  upon  so  to  do,  is  guilty  of  a  great  indi^ 
-nity  to  his  majesty,  and  of  a  breach  of  the  pri- 
vilege of  the  House. ** 

This  motion  occasioned  a  fresh  debate,  that 
lasted  till  seven  of  the  dock ;  the  courtiers 
still  insisting,  that  sir  William  Windham  should 
justify  hisdmrge,  and  sir  William  as  resolutely 
declining  to  do  it,  saying,  he  was  ready  to  un« 
dergo  whatever  a  majority  might  think  fit  Co 
inflict  upon  him.  At  last  the  question  being  put. 
That  sir  William  Windham  should  withdraw, 
the  same  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  by  308 
voices  against  139,  whereupon  sir  William 
withdrew  accordingly;  and  with  him,  to  a  man, 
all  the  139  membere  who  had  been  for  the  ne- 
gative. 

Their  antasonists  being  thus  entire  matters 
of  the  field,  the  question  was  put  and  onani- 
mously  resolved,  ''That Sir  William  Windham, 
having  reflected  upon  his  majesty^s  prodama^ 
tiou  of  the  15th  of  January  last,  for  calling  a  new 
parliament,  and  having  refused  to  justify  hit 
charge,  although  often  called  upon  so  to  do,  b 
guilty  of  a  great  indignity  to  his  majesty,  and  of 
a  breach  of  the  privilege  of  the  House."  After 
which  it  was  ordered.  That  shr  William  Wind* 
ham  be,  for  the  sai<C  ofience,  rmrimanded  in 
his  place  by  Mr.  Speaker :  and  that  he  sboold 
attend  the  House  in  his  place  the  next  morn- 
ing. 


*  accession  to  ^he  crown,  to  find  the  puUic 

*  aflairs  of  our  kingdoms  under  the  greatest  dif- 
«  ficulties,  as  wcU  in  respect  of  our  trade,  And 

*  the  interruption  of  our  oavi|;ation,  as  of  tl^ 

<  great  debts  of  the  nation,  which  we  were  sur- 

<  prized  to  observe,  had  been  very  much  in- 
^'creafied  since  the  enndusion  of  tlie  last  war ; 
«  We  do  not  therefore  doubt,  that  if  the  en- 

<  suing  elections  shall  be  made  by  our  loving 
^subjecu  with  that  safetj^and  freedom  which 
«  by  law  they  are  entitled  to,  and  we  are  firmly 

*  resolved  to  maintain  to  them,  they  will  send 
^  up  to  parliameut  t^  fittest  persons  to  redress 

*  the  present  disorders,  and  to  nrovide  for  the 
^  peace  and  happiness  of  our  kingdoms,  and 

<  the  ease  of  our  people  for  the  future,  and 
« therein  will  have  a  particular  regard  to  such 

<  as  shewed  a  firmness  to  the  Protestimt  Suo- 

*  cession,  wh«n  it  was  most  in  danger,  &c' 

Motion  Jor  committing  Sir  W.  Windkmn  to 
the  Tower.]  This  dispute  would  have  been 
dropped,  hud  not 

Sir  WiUkm  ^^Mam  even  carried  the  mat- 
ter farther,  by  advancing,  that  the  said  Pro- 
clamation was  not  only  unprecedented  and^in- 
warrantable,  but  even  of  dangerous  consequence 
to  the  verv  being  of  parliaments.  The  cour- 
tiers coulch  not  but  take  notice  of  so  home  a 
reflection^  and  thereupon  called  upon  Sir  Wil- 
liam Windham  to  justify  his  chaige ;  but  sir 
William,  who  judged  he  could  not  descend  to 
particulars,  without  giving  &rther  ofience,  de- 
dined  explainiog  himself;  tnoitgh  at  the  same 
time,  he  resolutely  maintained  his  first  assertion, 
saying,  **  That  as  he  thought  some  expressions 
in  the  said  proclamation  of  dangerous  conse- 
quence, so  he  believed  every  member  was  free 
to  speak  his  thoughts."  ' 

Lord  Finch  said.  No  doubt  but  every  mem- 
ber has  that  liberty,  freedom  of  speech  being 
one  of  the  essential  privileges  of  that  House ;  but 
that  the  House  has,  at  the  same  time,  both  the 
liberty  and  power  to  censure  and  punish  such 
members  as  trangress  the  rules  of  decency, 
trespass  open  the  respect  due  to  the  crown, 
and  so  abuse  the  privileges  of  the  House  within 
doors,  as  to  render  it  oontempliblf  without. 

.Su*  WiUiaoi  being  again  called  upon  to  ex- 
plain himself,  and  Milf  persisting  in  his  refusal, 
some  members  cried  *  the  Tower,  the  Tower;' 
but 

Mr.  Robert  Walpole  warded  oGT  the  blow 
by  words  to  the  fnllowmg  purpose,  **  Mr. 
Speaker,  1  am  not  for  gratifying  the  desire  which 
the  member,  who  occasions  this  great  debate, 
shews  of  being  sent  to  the  Tower;  it  would 
make  him  too  considerable :  but  as  he  is  a 
young  man  or  good  parts,  who  sets  op  for  • 
warm  champion  of  the  late  ministry,  and  one 
who  was  in  all  their  secrets,  I  would  have  him 
he  in  the  House  when  we  come  to  enquire  into 
the  conduct  of  his  friends,  both  that  he  may 
bave  an  opportunity  to  detend  them,  and  he  a 
witness  ot  the  fairness  with  which  we  shall  pro- 
eaed  against  thoee  gentlemen ;  and  thi^  it  may 


Sir  W,  Windham  reprimanded  by  the 
Speaker.]  April  6.  Sir  WUIiam  Windham 
attending  in  his  place,  according  to  order ;    % 

The  Speaker  called  upon  him  by  his  name, 
(Mr.  Speaker  sitting  in  the  chair  covered) ; 
and,  sir  William  Windham  standing  up  in  bis 
place  uncovered^  Mr.  Speaker  spoke  to  him  to 
the  effect  following : 

**  Sir  William  Windham,  I  am  to  acquaint 
you,  that  yesterday,  after  you  were  withdrawn, 
the  House  came  to  this  iMtdotion :  *  That  sir 
'  William  Windham,  having  reflected  upon  his 
'  majesty's  prodamadon,  of  the  15th  of  January 
'  last,  for  calling  a  new  parliament ;  and  having 

*  refused  to  justify  his  char^^e,  although  of^en 
'  called  upon  so  to  do ;  is  gmltv  of  a  great  io- 
'  di^ty  to  his  majesty,  and  of  a  breach  of  the 

*  privilege  of  ibis  House:'  Sir,  the  arraigning 
a  Proclamation,  isbued  by  his  majesty,  for  call- 
ing this  present  parliament ;  and  refusing  te 
assign  any  cause,  why  such  prodamation   is 

tameable ;  Utik  House  thought  an  indigni^  ta 
hititayesty,  and  jo  unwpunnuitable  annte  of 
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I  *^  TUt  it  was  «Mj  to  tee  that  ooeof  his  nearetl 
reUtiona  was  priacipally  aimed  at,  ia  the  iu- 
tended  ioquines ;  out  he  mi^ht  assure  the 
house,  UuKt  Che  said  penoa^  notwithstanding  the 


that  fteadem  of- Sfieech,  whieb  is  the  ondoabted 
privilege  of  parliament,  that  the  House  thought 
iIm^  CMild  not  let  it  pass  without  aoimadver- 
aoa;  hoi,  being  willing  their  moderatifin  should 
appear,  notwithstanding  their  lenity  has  been 
lotoMicii  despised  and  contemned,  thej  ha?e 
iiftcted  the  mildest  censure  jour  oflfence  was 
eipaUeof;  and  have  oonunanded  me  to  re- 
pnandjou  in  your  place;  and  in  obedience 
ID  tbeir  command,  I  do  reprimand  you  accord- 
imly." 

Whereupon  Sir  William  WindMamudd^ 
^Mr.  Speaker;  I  very  truly  return  m^ 
thsoki  to  you  for  performing  that  duty  which  is 
iocumbent  upon  yon,  from  your  office,  in  so 
candid  and  g^tleiiian4ike  a  manner.— As  I  am  a 
nember  I  know  I  must  acqifiesce  in  the  determi- 
MtioD  of  the  House ;  but,  as  I  am  not  conscious 
tomyself  of  having  offered  an^  indignity  to  his 
osjesty,  or  of  having  been  guilty  of  any  breach 
sf  theprivilete  of  this  House,  I  have  no  thanks 
10  mom  to  £ose  gentlemen  who,  under  a  pre- 
tence of  leoi^,  have.brought  me  under  this 
ccfitore.'' 

-  Matum  for  appouUing  a  Committu,  to  in* 
fsire  imtQ  the  Ute  Peace,  and  the  Management 
ftie  late  Queen's  MinistryA  April  9.  Mr. 
Secretary  Stanhope  presented  to  the  House, 
ponoaat  to  their  Address  to  his  majesty  for 
tbat  purpose,  on  the  Slst  of  March,  all  the 
Fowers,  Instructions,  Memorials,  Papers,  See. 
nkfXDg  to  the  late  Negotiation  of  Peace  and 
ooouDerce,lmd  to  the  late  cessation  of  arms, 
which  he  delivered  in  at  the  table,  and  told  the 

.Hoose,  ''That  nothing  had  been  omitted, 
that  ought  either  answer  the  desire  they  had 
expreMed  of  beiaog  thoroughly  informed  of  what 
had  passed  in  thiMe  important  n^otiations,  or 
to  maUy  the  whole  world,  that  the  present 
■ioistry  acted  with  the  utmost  fairness  and 

'  canduor,  and  deaisned  to  take  no  manner  of  ad* 
yaotag^  over  the  late  managers  in  the  intended 
iaqoiries:  That,  indeed,  the  papers  now  laid 
before  the  House  were  only  copies,  but  that 
the  originals  would  beproduced  if  occasion  re- 
qoired  i  coodnding,  Tnat  those  papers  being 
too  flMoy,  and  too  voluminous  to  be  perused 
•ed  esaimned  by  all  the  members  of  the  House, 
he  thought  it  more  convenient,  aud  therefore 
BM>fed,  tbat  the  said  books  and  papers  be  re- 
fierred  to  a  Select  Committee  of  twenty  persons, 
who  should  digest  the  snbttance  of  them  under 
pioptr  heads,  and  report  the  same,  with  their 
observations  thereupon  to  the  House." 

Mr.  IFord  said,  Nothing  could  be  fiurer. 
That  for  his  own  part,  though  his  principle  was 
that  kings  can  do  no  wrong,  yet  he  was  of  opi- 
Bioo,  that  ministers  were  accountable  for  their 
■aUadmiaistration. 
Hr.  Edward  Barley  *  stood  up,  and  said, 

*  One  of  the  auditors  of  the  Imprest,  and 
hrodwrtotbe  eaii  of  Oxford.  **  The  conduct 
<lf  die  earl  of  Oxford  ^nd  the  lord  Bolingbroke, 
lbs  two  chiefr  of  the  Ute  minbtry,  was  at  this 
»iaefiryMmafkablt>   Thoeeaii  skulked  about 


sopietimes  in  town,  and  sometimes  iu  the  conn* 
try ;  affecting  to  appear  very  unconcerned^ 
professing  hb  innocence,  and  boasting  what  great 
things  he  bad  done  for  securing  the  Hanover 
succession.  The  other  affected  to  act  a  more 
open  part,  appeared  every  where,  and  spoke  in 
parliament  with  such  boldness,  as  if  he  had  not 
the  least  sense  of  guilt,  or  dread  of  punishment. 
This  wai^smd  to  be  owing  to  the  advice  of  the 
lord  Trevor,  who  represented  to  him,  **  How 
much  their  cause  would  suffer,  if  he,  whose 
chief  interest  it  was  to  support  it  tp  the  last* 
should  meanljr  throw  it  up,  by  absenting  himself. 
He  assured  him,  no  hold  could  be  taken  of 
his  person  till  he  was  impeached  ;  which  ha 
could  not  be,  till  the  papers  relating  to  the  part 
of  the  administration,  in  which  he  was  concern- 
ed, were  examined.*'  However,  it  was  observed, 
that  the  earl  of  Oxford  sold  out  all  the  stock 
he  had  in  his  own  name  iu  the  south-sea  com* 
paoy  :  and  the  lord  Bolingbroke*s  heart  began 
to  fail  him,  as  soon  as  he  heard,  that  Mr.  Prior 
was  landed  at  Dover,  and  had  promised  to  re- 
veal all  he  knew:  which  liowever  he  did  not 
make  good,  tlioush  he  was  favourably  received 
by  the  king,  to  whom  he  was  introduced  by  the 
earl  of  Dorset;  and,  the  same  day,  was  enter- 
tained at  dinner  by  the  lord  Towunheud,*  toge- 
ther with  the  duke  of  Roxburgh,  Mr.  secretary 
Stanhope,  the  earl  of  Dorset,  and  the  lord  Lum- 
ley.  That  evening  the  lord  Buliugbroke,  who 
had  the  night  before  appeared  at  the  play-house 
in  Drury-Laiie,  and  bespoke  auoiher  play  for 
the  next  night,  and  subscribed  to  a  new  opera, 
that  was  to  be  acted  some  time  after*  went  off 
Dover  in  disguise,  as  a  servant  to  la  Vigne,  one 
of  the  French  king's  mess«;ogers ;  and  there 
William  Morgan,  who  hod  been  a  captain  in 
major-seneral  Holt's  regiment  of  marines,  hired 
a  vessel,  and  carried  him  over  to  Calais,  where 
tlie  governor  attended  him  in  a  coach,  and  car- 
ried him  to  his  house,  as  appeared  bv  Morgan's 
examination.  The  next  day  after  it  was  pub- 
licly known,  that  he  was^^one  to  France,  there 
was  handed  about  in  writmg  and  afterwards  in 
print,  the  following  letter  said  to  be  writ  b/ 
mm  : 

*  My  lord  ;  Dover,  March  27. 

*  I  left  the  town  so  abruptly,  tbat  I  had  not 

*  time  to  take  leave  of  you,  or  any  of  my  friends 

*  You  will  excuse  me,  when  vou  know^  (hat  I 
'  had  certain  and  repeated  mformations  from 

*  some,  who  are  in  the  secret  of  aflfairs,  that  a 

*  resolution  was  taken  by  tliose,  who  .have  ^Mwer 
'  to  execute  it,  to  pursue  me  te  tlie  soiffuld. 

*  My  blood  was  to  have  been  the  cerotoit  of  a 
^  new  alhance ;  nor  could  my  innocence  be  any 
'  security,  after  it  had  been  once  densancfed 

*  from  abroad,  and  resolved  on  at  home,  that  it 

*  was  necessary  to  cut  me  off.  Had  there  been 
'the  least  rsasoo  to  hope  for  a  Jbir  andopett 
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Tarions  reports  which  had  beeii  spread  con- 
6ernin|t  him^  wouhl  neither  flj  ^  country,  nor 
eoncefd  himself,  but  be  forthHX>ming  when- 
ever he  should  be  called  upon  to  Justify  his  con- 
duct, 'that  he  hoped  he  would  be  able  upon  the 
aetrerest  trial,  to  make  his  innoc^ee  appear 
to  all  the  world  ;  but  if  he  should  be  so'  un- 
happy as  to  have  been  guilty  of  the  crimes  that 
were  Laid  to  his  charge,  he  would  think  all  his 
blood  too  small  a  sacrifice  to  atone  for  them.** 
Nobody  opposed  general'  Stanhope's  motion  : 
Mr.  Hungerford  only  eroepted  against  the 
number  of  20,  and  moved  that  one  more  might 
be  added  ;  which  was  agreed  to,  and  it  was  re- 
tiolved,  *<That  the  papersr  before-mentioned 
be  referred  to  a  commitree  of  £1.  That  the 
said  Committee  be  a  Committee  of  Secrecy ; 
that  they  be  chosen  by  way  of  balloting  :  and, 
that  the  members  6fthe  House  should  on  the 
Monday  foHowing  prepare  Ibts  for  that  pur- 
pose.*^ 

■         ■■ • — • — \ 

<' trial,  after  having  been  aheinly  prejudged,  un- 

*  heaitl,  by  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament,  I 
^  should  not  have  declined  the  strictest  examt- 
'nation.  I  challenge  the  mo^t  inveterate  of 
'  mj  enemies  to  produce  any  one  instauce  of 

*  cnminal  correspondence,  or  the  least  cor- 
'  roption  in  any  part  of  the  administration,  in 

*  which  I  was  concerned.  If  my  zedl  for  tbe 
'honour  and  dignity  of  my  royal  mistress,  and 

*  the  true  interest  of  my  country,  has  any  where 

*  transported  me  to  let  sHp  a  warmpr  migoarded 
'  expression,  I  hope  the  most  favourable  intcr- 

*  pretation  Will  be  put  upon  it.    It  is  a  com- 

*  fort,  that  will  remain  with  me  in  ail  misfor- 
'  tunes,  that  I  served  her  majesty  faithfully  and 

*  dutifulWy  in  that  especiaHy,  which  she  bad 

*  most  at  heart,  relievmg  her  people  from  a 
'  bloody  and  expensive  war ;  and  that  I  have 
'  always    been  too  much  an  Englishcdan,  to 

*  sacrifice  the  interc^  of  my  ootfntry  to  any 

*  foreign  ally  whatsoever.  And  it  is  for  this 
'  crime  only,  that  I  am  now  driven  from  thence. 

*  You  will  hear  more  at  large  from  me  shortly, 
'  Yours,  fifc' 

*  Some  maintained  this  letter  (o  be  supposi- 
titious, bnt  tliefgenerality  of  the  Tones  owned  it 
to  be  true.  And  it  plainly  appeared  afterwards, 
that  he  had  just  reasons  to  leave  the  kingdom." 
Tindah 

♦  •**  On  the  11th  of  April  the  earl  of  Oxford 
went  to  the  parliament,  and  took  bis  seat  in 
the  House  of  Peers.  About  this  time  the  earl 
of  Peterborough  buddenly  returned  from  his 
late  travels^  to  Italy  and  France,  having  met 
with  the  lord  Bplingbroke  on  the  road  between 
Paris  and  Calais  ;  but  it  was  said,  he  did  not 
speak  to  him.  The  next  day  after  his  arrival, 
the  earl  appeared  at  St.  Jkmes's,  but,  whatever 
was  the  occasion,  t#o  days  after  the  lord  Towns- 
hend  signified  to  him  an  order  forbidding  him 
the  Court. 

M  On  the  If  th  of  April  the  marquis  of  Whar- 
ton, lord  privy-seal,  died  flt  bis  bouse  irt  Dover- 
street,  after  an  indispositioh  of  t#elve  dbys,  in 
the  67th  year  of  bit  age.Hls  nume  will  be  eV^ 


r 


endeared  to  the  frienidr  of  liberty,  and  to  all  who 
have  a  true  concern  ibr  the  protestttnt  interests 
Could  the  services,  vrhtcb  he  performed  for  t^ 
nation  and  the' present  royal  family  be  duly 
enumerated,  they  #oiiM  appear  hteyond  th«  best 
skill  and  abilities  of  any  single  man.  Kto^ 
Charles  8.  adniitted  him  to  great  femiliaritiesy 
and  had  him  for  a  companion  in  many  of  his 
debauches,  with  a  design  to  mvke  him  wholly 
hb  own.  With  regard  to  private  vices,  the 
success  was  notorious ;  but  m  what  related  to 
the  public  and  court,  he  absolutely  disappointed 
the  King.  He  saw  and  heard  the  designs  of  a 
prince,  to  whose  indolence  and  luxury  the  na- 
tion was  obliged  for  its  preservation.  This 
gave  htm  a  just  contempt  for  such  a  governor, 
and  an  abhorrence  of  all  lus  views.  Kint  Wil- 
liam was  duly  sensible  of  his  services  before 
and  at  the  revolution.  In  that  reign  be  attained 
to  no  higher  a  station  than  bemg  comptroller  of 
the  household  ;  whieh  most  be  ascribed  to  the 
unhappy  influence  of  those,  who  hated  him,  and 
his  royal  master.  He  received  however  the  nt*- 
most  proofs  of  confidence  sind  respect,  and  had 
the  king's  most  intimate  designs  communicated 
to  him.  His  probity  and  good  affection  in  what 
concerned  the  government  was  so  weM  assured, 
that  it  e^ave  liim  great  and'  conftunt  interest; 
Many  important  raeasw^s  wer*  ascribed  to  hi» 
secret  advice.  His  gr^at  vigour  and  happy  ad- 
dress in  serving  the  good  cause,  which  he  had 
ever  in  view,  cannot  fully  be  described.  Hia 
labours  were  mfinite  with  men  of  all  ranks,  and 
on  all  proper  occasions.  He  knew  how  to  *^ 
commodate  himself  to  every  temper  and  indi* 
nation.  What  to  others  would  have  been  great 
pain  and  trouble,  afforded  him  great  pleasure 
and  satisfaction.  The  merit  of  his  conduct  m 
the  conntry,  at  court,  and  in  the  senate,  waa 
equally  admirable.  His  enemies,  who  were 
only  so  on  the  account  of  his  public  zeal  and 
usefulness,  have  greatly  aggravated  his  immio- 
ralities,  and  loaded  him^ith  crimes,  from  which 
he  was  wholly  free.  But  drd  he  not  learn  the 
rudiments  of  vice  under  then*  favoorile  king 
Charles  ?  Have  not  the  private  lives  of  most  Jf 
their  leaders  been  equally  faulty  ^  Are  they  ex- 
cusable for  pretending  to  the  name  and  noiee 
of  religion  ?  Lord  Wharton's  defects  oblige  us 
the  more  to  admire  his  excellencies.  In  adilb- 
spent  in  a  libertine  mantter,  ti#e^l  knowledge 
and  learning  were  neglected.  But  an  infinite 
fund  of  good  sense  and  great  natural  abilitiea 
supplied  whatever  was  wanting.  On  every 
emergency  he  discovered  what  was  proper,  and 
was  never  at  a  loss  how  to  act.  There  was  only^ 
not  a  readiness,  and  propriety  in  his  speeches  r 
but  they  weris  weighty  and  important.  Nothing 
can  be  imagined  more  excellent  than  his  skUl^ 
and  sagacity  in  the  management  of  a  debate.  Id 
these  public  appearances  he  was  ffttttU  assists 
^d,  by  neVtir  ehgkging  in  tb«  tappoit  of  what  te  I 
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«c7,reM^ed«pofiKy  the  boose;  «iBd  report 
•poa  wfaofli  die  nttjority  fell ;  Chat  the  ro«|onty 
bad  fidleo  opon  the  SI  peryons  fbllowieg ;  viz. 
Sir  Kicfaard  Onalow,  bart.  Robert  Walpole, 
9penoerCowper>  James  Stanliope,  Hogb  Bos- 
eawee,  Wt(Mam  Pnlteoe^y  Nicholas  Lech* 
BttreyOaiiiel  lord  Finchy  Jobo  Aiilabj,  Tbo- 
■u  VttDmn^  Algemoiv,  earl  of  Hertford,  £d- 
wvtd  Wortley  Mounta^ue^  sir  David  Dalrjoi' 
9ie,  bart.  Gfeorge  Bailie,  sir  Joseph  JekyU^ 
kat.  Thomas  u4e,  Richard  Hampden,  Sir 
Kobert  Manham,  bart.  Alexander  Denton^ 
Tboaas  Pitt,  sen.  Thomas  lord  Coningsby. 

An  obfection  being  made  bj  some  rocai« 
ben  to  sir  Joseph  Jekyll's  being  one  of  the  said 
committee, 'h£  having  not  taken  the  oaths  at 
the  cable;  it  was  readily  answered,  that  the 
nine  was  not  owing  to  any  vpluntarv  neglect, 
sir  Joseph  Jekyll  being  employed  in  the  circuits, 
ss  judge  of  the  coanty  palatine  of  Chester. 
Whereupon  it  was  resolved^  That  sir  Joseph 
Jekyll  b«ing  a  member  of  this  House,  was  ca- 
pable of  being  chosen  of  the  committee  of 
secrecy,  although  he  had  not  been  sworn  at  the 
table;  and  it  was  also  ordered,  1.'' That  the 
books  and  papers  ordered  to  remain  in  the  cus> 
tody  of  the  clerk,  till  this  committee  was  cho- 
SCO,  be  delivered  to  the  said  committee  ;  and 
tbat  tbey  do  examine  the  same,  and  report  to 
the  House  what  they  find  material  in  them ; 
and  that  they,  or  any  6ve  of  them,  do  meet 
this  afternoon,  and  sit  *  de  die  in  diem ;' 
2.  That  the  said  committee  have  power  to 
•ead  for  persons,  papers,  and  records. 

The  committee  of  secrecy  met  tbat  evening, 
sod  cbose  Mr.  Robert  Walpole  their  chairman ; 
botthat  gentleman  being  the  next  day  taken  ill,* 
the  committee  ehose  Mr.  Secretary  Stanhope 
to  supply  his  place  of  chairman,  and  for  dis- 
pttcb  sake,  -sobdivided  themselves  into  three 
committees,  to  each  of  which  a  certain  number 
of  books  and  papers  were  allotted. 

Debate  ameerning  the  Civil  List,]  May  IS. 
The  committee  of  tl^  whole  House  having .  ex- 
smkied  the  accounts  laid  before  them,  relating 
to  the  Civil  list,  in  the  reigns  of  Charles  S, 
James  8,  William  3,  and  queen  Anne,  and 
other  papers  on  that  bead,  the  courtiers  offered 
the  following  question,  viz.  '<  That  it  appears  to 
this  coonniuee,  that  the  sum  of  700,000^  per 
aaanm  was  settled  upon  kini^  William,  doring 
his  life,  for  the  support  of  his  household,  and 

(Hd  not  believe  to  have  troth  and  justice  on  its 
side.  He  lived  to  see  the  success  of  a  cause,  for 
which  be  bad  laboured  with  zeal  and  integrity. 
B«t  bis  enjoyment  of  the  blessing  of  the  sue- 
oesneo  was  very  short.  A  misfortune  in  hisfo- 
inily  is.  sappoaed  to  have  produced  the  fkttil 
sfitct  His  son  possessed  seme  of  his  parts  and 
shiitties,  but  his  very  different  use  and  appH^ 
oacion  af  them  are  well  known.''     Tindal. 

*  "  As  soon  as  the  king  was  infoiifted  of  Mr. 
Walpole's  indispositiou,  his  majesty  shewed  a 
ptat  eoneero  for  the  hndth  of  a  person  6f  his 
ihihdes  and  merit,  and  sent  his  physidtm  «6 
i^UuL'' OMmkoR. 


other  nectnary  ocoasiont ;  and  at  die  time  of 
his  demise^  alter  the  deduction  of  3700/.  si 
weeky  which  was  applied  to  public  uses,  was 
the  produce  of  the  Civil  List  revenues  that  weet' 
continued  and  settled  upon  queen  Anne,  dtuing 
her  life.''  Which  question  occasioned  a  warm 
and  long  debate.  Those  who  proposed  it  had 
two  things  principally  in  their  view ;  First,  To 
vindicate  the  present  ooinistry  from  the  asper^^ 
sions,  cast  upon  them,  and  iiidastrieosly  spread 
about,  by  the  emissaries  of  the  late  managers^ 
that  the  oourtaers  designed  to  give  the  king  a 
larger  revenue)  ihaa  bis  predecessors  had  en* 
jojred ;  and,  second.  To  make  good  the  branohet 
of  the  revenue  assiched  for  the  support  of  th« 
civil  list,  which  had  been  alienated,  or  abridgv^ 
so  that  the  whole  neat  produce  aught  amoant 
to  the  sum  of  700,000^.  per  annum. 

The  leading  men  amopg  the  Tories,,  beiag 
sensible  of  the  first  and  pretending  to  be  igno* 
raat  of  the  consequences  of  this  preliminary 
question,  insisted  a  long  while,  **  That  it  wae 
ensnaring :  that  what  had  been  dene  by  former 
parliaments  ought  not  to  be  a  standing  role  for 
the  subsequent :  that  sapj^ing  the  parliament 
had  given  king  William  a  revenue  of  700/)00/. 
per  annum  for  the  civil  Ii6t,'they  ou^t  to  ooi^- 
sider,  that  he*  was  to  pay  out  of  it  50,000li 
per  annum  to*  the  late  queen,  then  pnacesi 
of  Denmark ;  15  or  30,000  /.  per  aanum 
to  the  late  duke  of  Glooeester;  and  40,000/. 
for  the  dowry  of  the  late  king  James's  queen  t 
that  afler  the  late  queen^s  aocessioa  tothtt 
throne,  the  parliament  taking  notice  that  the 
produce  of  tne civil  list  revenues  exeeeded  what 
they  had  been  given  for ;  the  sum  of  3700/.  per 
week,  (that  is  199,400/.  per  annum)  was  takea 
out  of  them,  and  applied  to  other  uses ;  notwith- 
standing which  deduction,  the  late  queen  had 
honourably  maintained  her  family,  and  sup« 
ported  the  dignity  of  the  crown :  however  if 
the  present  revenues  of  the  civi  list  were  net 
sufficient,  they  were  ready  to  coaseni  to  an 
additiou."  , 

The  courtiers  answered,  **  That  the  question 
before  them  was  founded  upon  facts,  which, 
if  denied,  they  were  ready  .to  prove  by  the  re-f 
cords  of  the  House." 

Sir  WillioM  Windham  still  ni^^ing  tbat  the 
question  was  enstraring, 

Mr.  Secretary  SNinJUtpe  aaswered,  "  That  he 
would  be  very  pkio  with  them,  and  own,  thai 
as  'twas  notorious,  that  great  endeavoora  had 
been  used  to  alienate  the  affections  of  the  peo- 
ple from  the  king  and  his  [^overntseat  by  falsa 
suggestions,  that  they  designed  to  plunge  tba 
nation  into  extraordinary  expences,  they 
thought  it  highly  necessary  to  dear  bis  inajeetir 
and  his  miniscers fromrbat  roalioious aspenk»»/^ 
To  this  the 

Lord  GiirmM^  replied,  **  Tbat  tlie  disaffeeiioa 
of  the  people,  if  anr,  did  not  proceed  fi^m  hii 
majesty,  but  from  the  hardships  his  ministers 
pot  on  the  friends  of  the  late  ministry." 

To  which  it  was  retarded,  **  That  as  aood  as  it 
was  made  knowa  to  the  world,  how  the  late 
odttlttty^aduied  4lie  whdl«  luitioo^  nptbiaf 
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-that  coM  be  done  against  tbeni;,  would  thts 
be  thou^  a  banUhip ;  but,  hov^cever,  that  nei- 
ther that  noble  member^  uor  any  oT  his  family, 
had  reason  to  complain  of  hardships." 

After  some  other  speeches,  which  probnged 
the  debtae  from  two  tiU  about  five  in  Che  after- 
noon, the  country  party  endeavoured  to  drop 
*  the  question,  by  mciving  that  the  Spttker  resume 
the  chair ;  but  the  question  being  put  upon  this 
qtt«»tion,  the  same  was  carried  in  the  negative 
by  S44  voices  against  148 :  after  which,  the 
first  question  was  put,  and  carried  in  the  affir- 
mative by  about  the  same  majority. 
.  Then  the  victorious  party  moved,  <^  That  to 
enable  his  majesty  to  support  the  dignity  of  the 
crown,  and  to  make  an  honourable  provision 
for  the  royal  family,  there  be  granted  to  his  ma- 
jesty, during  his  life,  an  additional  revenue, 
which,  together  with  the  neat  produce  of  the 
Civil  List  branches,  may  make  up  the  dear 
yearly  sum  of  700,000/.  for  the  service  of  his 
snajesty's  household  and  faiaily,  and  for  his 
other  necessary  expences  and  occasions.**. 

The  question  being  put  upon  this  motion,  the 
same  occasioned  enovher  great   debate.    Sir 
Thomas  Haumer,  At.  Broml«»y,  sir  William 
Wyuilham,  Mr.  Cassar,  Mr.  Hungerford,  and 
fomejothcr  leading  members  of  the  late  minis- 
try, who.  on  this  occasion,  were  strengthened 
and  backed  by  some  eminent  members'  of  the 
court  party,  cUd  not  at  first  directly  oppose  the 
question,  but^  insinuated,  *'  That  before  they 
came  to  that  resolution,  it  should  be  proper 
that  a  particular  of  the  king's  expences  should 
be    laid  before  the  House."    Mr.    Walpole, 
General  Stanhope,  Mr.  Lechmere,  and  some 
other  courtiers,  who,  on 
joined  by  some  of  the  opposite 
exploded  that  proposal  as  altogether  inconsis- 
tent with  the  kwg's  honour,  to  have  all  the  pri- 
vate expehces  of  his    family  an^d  household 
looked  iuto,  as  if  he  had  need  of  a  guardian,  the 
country  party  tlien  moved.  Chat  the  sum  of 
600,000/.  per  annum  be  given  to  his  majesty, 
and  100,000/.  per  auifum  settled  on  the  prince 
of  Wales.    The  courtiers  perceiving  tluU  the 
proposal  of  giving  the  prince  of  Wales  a  sepa- 
rate revenue,  was  only  a  design  to  divide  the 
royal  family,  by  leaning  the  next  heir  ap|>a- 
rent*s  dependence  on  the  king,  opposed  it  with 
great  warmth;    and  the  quiestion  being  put 
upon  that  motion,  the  same  was  carried  in  the 
ueg^ive  by  a  great  majority.    The  country 
party  having  lost  these  two  points,  sqine  of 
that  party  more  openly  opposed  the  main  ques- 
tion ;  aniong  the  rest, 

Sir  William  Wyndham  said,  «<  He  had  the  ho- 
nour to  serve  queen  Anne,  and  had  the  opp<ir- 
tonity  tQ  look  both  into  her  irevenue  and  ex- 
pences ;  Nind  he  could  assure  the  House,  that 
about  500,000/.  per  annum,  were  sufficient  for 
the  support  of  lier  family  and  civil  list ;  though 
she  reserved  about  50,000/.  a  year  for  the  hue 
king  James's  consort.'^  The  courtiers  were  glad 
of  this  last  confeision ;  and 
^  Mr.  Secretary  Stanhope  de«red  the  Com- 
puttteto  take  notice  of  wkifti  that  gcmlenao 


had  adf  aoced,  because  it  would  serve  to  con- 
firm some  matters,  which  the  CumDUtteo  of 
Secrecy  had  found  in  the  papers  that  were  laid 
before  them. 

A  courtier,  who,  at  that  tiine»  spoke  on  th^ 
opposite  side,  made  some  reflections  on  the 


present  unthrifty  administration  of  Jiis 
jesty's  revenue;  and,  in  particular,  took  no- 
tice of  the  salaries -of  the  judjf^es  bong  ad- 
vanced ;  not,  said  he,  for  services  done,  but 
expected.  Upon  the  whole  matter,  the  ques- 
tion being  put  upon  the  motion  bdfore  tneo- 
tioned,  about  seven  o*clock  in  the  evening*  the 
same  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  without  di- 
viding. 

Dtbatt  concerning  PenwmsJj;  May  IC* 
The  Commons  resolved  themselves  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House,  to  consider  ofthe 
several  lists  and  accounts  of  annuities,  pensions, 
and  bounties  granted  by  tbe  late  -queen,  or  his 
present  majesty;  upon  which  tliere  arose  a 
warm  debate.  The  leading  men  among  the 
friends  of  the  late  ministry,  supported  again 
by  a  great  manjr  courtiers,  exclaimed  against 
the  pensions  given  by  the  crown  to  several 
personsof  quality,  some  of  whom  they  named 
who  had  no  occasion  for  them ;  and  a  motion 
was  made.  That  an  address  be  presentedto  his 
majesty,  that  he  would  be  pleased  to  retrench 
all  unuecessarv  pensions,  and  grant  no  more 
on?  such  for  the  future.    Hereupon, 

Mr.  Robert  Wulpole  shewed,  That  they  ought 
not  to  stint  the  king's  beneficence,  nor  debar 
his  majesty  from  the  exercise  of  the  most  glo- 
rious branch  of  his  royal  prerogative,  which  is 
to  bestow  his  favours  on  such  as  distingmsh 

this  occasion,  were    thcmbelvesin  his  service.     He  was  seconded 

josite  party,  having -'jj 

«u^^rh«.  ;«n/>««a_  >^^  HampdcH,  who,  on  the  other  hand,  ob- 
served, that  all  the  pensions  about  which  so 
much  noise  was  made,  did  not  amount  to  .above 
85,000/.  a  year ;  and  to  wave  the  motion  made 
by  the  coimtry  party,  he  moved,  That  the  cliair^ 
man  should  leave  the  chair ;  which,  being  pot 
to  the  vote,  passed  in  the  affirmative^  by  191 
votes  against  188;  so  that  the  court  party  car- 
ried it  by  three  voices  only. 

700,000/.  per  oniittm^rofi/erflo  the  King  far  . 
his  Houtehoid,]  May  23.  The  Commons,  in  a 
grand  committee  on  the  supply,  came  to  this 
resolution,  viz.  That  to  enable  his  majesty  to 
support  the  dignity  of  the  crown,  and  to  make 
an  honourable  provision  for  the  royal  fomilv, 
there  be  granted  to  his  majesty,  during  his  hfo, 
an  additional  revenue  of  180,000/.  per  annum  c 
which,  together  with  the  neat  produce  of  the 
civil  list  branches,  may  make  up  the  clear 
yearly  sum  of  700,000/.  for  the  eervice  of  his 
majesty's  housliold  and  fomily,  and  other  his 
necessary  ex  peaces  and  occasions.  This  re* 
solution  was  reported  on  the  34th,  and  agreed 
to  by  the  House. 

Debate  ia  the  Lords  on  a  Bill  to  regukU  the 
LndForca.]  May  30.  The  House  of  Lords 
in  a  grand  Cootmittee,  considered  of  tho  bil 
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for  rfgnlatitig  the  kml-forces;  when  there 
•rote  a  ijeat  debate  aboot  a  dause,  for  con- 
fioioit  the  iereral  -regiments  to  those  parts  of 
bis  majestj's  dominiofiv  for  which  they  were 
aUutted ;  for  instance,  the  tweWe  tbonsand  men 
that  were  on  the  Irish  establishment,  to  Ire- 
hiAd.  The  dake  of  Bocks,  the  lord  Trevor, 
the  lord  North  and  Grey,  the  bishop  of  Ro- 
chester, and  some  others  'of  that  party,  ^poke 
for  the  chiuse.  But  the  duke  of  Marlborough 
and  some  other  lords  shewed  the  fotal  conse- 
qoences,  with  which  it  might  be  attended,  in 
case  of  an  invasion  from  abroad, -or  an  insur- 
rection at  home,  by  a  number  of  enemies,  fof* 
reign  or  domestic,  superior  to  the  number  of 
forces  actnaUy  on  the  spot,  wbeie  either  of  them 
sbonld  happen.  Itwasforther  arged,  <<That 
his  majesty  having  trusted  his  person  and  fa- 
mily intirely  in  the  hands  of  the  nation,  and  at 
the  opening  of  this  session  told  the  parliament. 
That  what  they  should  judge  necessary  for  their 
safety,  be  should  think  sufficient  for  his  own  ; 
the  least  they  could  do  for  him,  was  to  leave 
to  his  wisdom  and  discretion  the  disposal  of 
the  few  troops,  that  were  kept  on  foot."  Some 
Tonr  Lords  moved>  that  the  foreign  officers 
mkat  be  excluded  from  that  number :  But, 

The  Duke  of  Marlborough  spoke  in  their  fa- 
vour,f  and  argued,  <<  That  to  exclude  officers, 
who,  like  the  French  refugees,  had,  for  above 
fore  and  twenty  years,  served  England  with 
distinguished  seal  and  untainted  fidelity,  wouid 
be  m  piece  of  injustice  unprecedented  in  the 
most  barbarous  nations.*' 

AfVer  some  other  speeches,  the  question  was 
put, whether  the  clause  should  be  inserted; 
and  it  was  carried  in  the  negative  by  81  voices 
against  35.  Tlje  next  day,  the  Lords  read  the 
bill  the  third  time,  which,  with  some  amend- 
meets,  was  approved,  and  sent  down  to  the 
Commons. 

DehaU  in  the  Lords  about  the  Conspirators 
•gainst  K.  William  3.1  June  1.  There  was  a 
Debate  in  the  House  about  a  Bill,  for  continuing* 
the  Iitfprisonment  of  the  conspirators  against 
the  life  of  the  late  king  William.  A  Petition 
having  been  offered  in  their  behalf,  the  lord 
North  and  Grey  moved,  that  a  day  might  be 
appointed  to  consider  of  it;  and  was  seconded 
by  the  lord  Trevor.    They  were  opposed  by 

Lord  Townshend,  f  who  said, ''  lie  wondered 

*  R.  Blackburn,  R.  Cassills,  J.  Bemardi,  R. 
Meldrom,  and  J.  Chambers,  were  committed  to 
Newgate,  in  March  and  April  1696,  for  con- 
airing  ihe  murder  and  assassination  of  king 
William  HI.  in  the  7th  and  8th  of  whose  reign 
and  since,  several  acts  were  passed  for  continu- 
ing their  imprisonment,  from  time  to  time,  but 
ah  of  them  expired  at  the  demise  of  queen  Anne. 
+**  Charles  viscount  Townshend,  who  now  took 
the  lead  in  the  adminstration,  was  eldest  son  of 
Sir  Horatio  Townsh^nd,wbo  was  so  highly  instru- 
mental in  forwarding  the  restoration  of  Charles 
51,  that  in  1661  he  was  created  a  peer^  and 
is  168t  raifcd  to  the  d^ity  of  viscount.  Charles 


any  member  of  that  august  assembly,  would 
speak  in  favour  ofsuch  execrable  wretches,  who 
designed  to  have  embrued  their  hands  in  tho 
blocxLof  their  sovereign  ;**  and  therefore  moved 
'<That  their  t>ctitton  be  rejected.**  Upon  this 
the 
J^rd  Delawar  represented,  <  That  afier  tho 


took  his  sci^t  in  the  house  of  peers  in  1697«  at- 
tached himself  to  Somers,  and  acted  so  cordially 
with  the  Whigs,that  when  Wilham  formed  «  net/ 
administration,  principally  composed  of  that 
party,  a  rumour  was  circulated,  that  he  was  ap- 
pointed privy  seal.  In  1706ybo  was  nominated 
one  of  the  commissioners  for  settling  the  unioa 
with  Scotland;  in  1707,  captain  of  the  yeomem 
of  the  queen's  guard,  and  in  1709,  accompanied 
the  duke  o(  Marlborough  to  Gertniydenberg, 
as  joint  plenipotentiary,  to  open  a  negotiation 
for  peace  with  France;  he  was  deputed  in  the 
same  year  ambassador  extraordinary  to  the 
states  general,  and  concluded*  with  them  tho 
barrier  treaty.  Soon  after  the,  change  of  the 
Whig  administration  he  resigned  his  embassy, 
was  removed  from  his  post  of  captain  of  the 
yeomen,  and  censured  Dy  the  Tory  House  of 
Commons  for  having  signed  that  treaty.  During 
the  early  part  of  the  reign  of  queen  Anne,  on 
account  of  his  youth,  he  had  acted  only  a  sub- 
ordinate part;  but  towards  the  close  of  that 
reign  his  services  and  decisive  conduct  raised 
his  consequence,  and  he  gained  great  accession 
of  character,  with  his  partVy  on  being  prosecuted 
at  the  same  time  with  the  duke  of  MaMborougb. 

'*  With  parts  more  solid  than  specious,  Town v 
bend  acquired  unremitted  assiduity,  and  from 
long  experience,  the  talent  that  rendered  him  an 
able  man  of  business,  which  was  the  principal 
object  of  his  ambition.  Though  pUin  in  hii 
language,'and  oflen  perplexed  in  argimient,.yet 
he  sppke  sensibly,  and  with  a  thorough  know^ 
ledge  of  his  subject.  He  was  firm,  generous,  dis* 
interested,  of  unblemished  integrity,  and  un- 
stdlied  honour :  but  he  wa^  warm,  impetuous, 
and  impatient  of  contradiction.  Initiated  in 
diplomatic  transactions  during  the  congress  at 
Gcrtruydenberg  and  the  Ha^ue,  he  cherished 
too  great  an  attachment  to  negotiation,  and  was 
apt  to  propose  bold  and  decisive  measures, 
which  the  temperate  and  pacific  disposition  of 
Walpole  was  continually,  employed  in  oounterw 
acting. 

**  During  the  two  months  which  immediately 
preceded  the  queen's  deatht  and  the  interval 
which  ensued  botweeri  that  event  and  the  arri- 
val of  the  king,  Townshend  seems  to  have  se* 
cured  and  governed  Bothmar,  and  the  othet 
Hanoverian  agents  in  England  ;  to  have  sup* 
planted  Sunderland  and  Halifax,  and  to  have 
obtained  the  entire  confidence  of  the  king,  of 
which  he  had  previously  acquired  a  very  distin* 
guished  share,  bv  his  great  imputation  for  integri* 
ty  i^nd  talenta,  hy  the  recommendation  of  pen- 
sionary Heinsios,  Slingelandt  and  other  leading 
men  of  the  Dutch  republic,  and  by  his  uniform 
adherence  to  the  cause  of  the  Protestant  suc^ 
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fking  WiUiaaiy  tbe  ptriiaqiaM  had  left 
isorctieii  ef  tba  lata  c^u^ca  either  the 
ing  in  pri9CMi»  ^raolaEginff  of  these  cri- 
That  fiobo^  doubted  her  tata  majesty's 
jf  bat  that  she  had  such  a  respect  tor 
lory  of  king  William,  sach  a  rei^ard  to 
ty  of  ciown^  beads,  and  such  an  abhor- 
r  the  orimes  these  prisoners  ^tood  charg- 
,  that  she  did  not  think  fie  to  release 
*oin  their  coafiBement :  That  nil  these 
were  now  enforced,  by,  the  open  dts> 
a  shewn  to  his  majesty's  person  and 
lent;  and  that  they  ought  to  be  so  ten- 
le  preservation efeo  precious  a  life,  that, 
)pioioo,  it  were  necessary  to  make  the 
lestion  absolute,  and  not  leave  ttie  con- 
t  of  tbe  criminals  to  his  majesty's  dis^ 
lest  bis  natHral  clemency  should  make 
H-look  his  own  safety.**  Upon. this  the 
t  was  rejected  without  dividing. 

ie  in  the  Commons  on  the  Bill  for  re^- 
he  Forces.]  June  1.  -  The  Lords  having 
the  Commons,  cbe  bill  for  the  better 
iig  the  Forceit,  &c.  and  tbe  amend- 
<i  tbe  bill  by  the  Xords  being  read,  a 
was  made,  That  the  farther  considered 
those  amendmei)ts  be  adjourned,  which 
ried  in  the  negative;  and  then  those 
aents  being  read  a  second  time,  were 
CO  by  the  HouSf  • 

Skippen,  having,  on  this  OQcasion,  re- 
>n  toe  administration,  as  if  they  de- 
o  set  up  a  standing  army,  and  insinua- 
if,  after  all  the  great  clamour  that  had 
ised,  their  secret  committee  would  end 
;e  ;  be  was  taken  up  by 
Botcawen^  who  said,  *<  He  could  not  for- 
iking  notice  of  the  insolence  of  a  cei^ 
or  men,  who  having  committed  the 
t  crimes,  had  yet  the  assurance  to  dare 
ice  of  the  nation ;  but  he  hoped  t^ose 
would  not  long  remain  unpunished : 
e  Committee  of  Secrecy  were  ready  to 


I  early  and  intimate  connection  had  been 
between  Townsbend  and  Walpole;  they 
istantly  related,  neighbours  in  the  same 

and  educated  at  the  same  schoi>l;  they 
Lhe  same  party,  acted  under  the  same 
t  undenfvent  the  same  persecutions,  and 
ated  in  tbe  same  opposition.  The  mar* 
rhich  Townsbend  bad  contracted  with 
y  Walpole,  in  1713,  drew  closer  the 
»f  amity,  and  added  an  union  of  blood  to 
nee  tion  of  party.  Wal  pole  had  perferm* 
many  essential  services  to  the  Hanover 
and  was  too  able  a  speaker  in  the  House 
mens,  not  to  oco»y  a  distinguished  situ- 
:  the  aoeession  of  Oeerge  1,  and  his  con- 

with  Townsbend  facilitated  his  promo- 
^on  after  the  landing  of  the  king,  he 
poiored^  as  I  have  already  roeutiooed, 
tter  general  of  the  forces,  to  which  was 
the  pfiyroasiemhip  of  Chelsea  Hospital; 
crative  employments,  in  wbioh  he  oon- 
ty  ifTiprored  his  fortune.*'  Coxe't  W«lp9le. 


i  audaeionsness  to  appear  io 


make  their  report;  and  had  directed  chesr 
chairman  to  move  the  House  the  very  next  day  ; 
that  a  day  might  be  appointed  for  receiving  tM 
said  Report ;  and  that,  in  the  mean  tnse  he 
might  venture  to  assure  the  House,  that  they 
had  found  sufficient  matter  to  impeach  of 
High  Treason  several  lords  and  some  com* 
moners." 

Mr.  R.  Walpok  said,  '^That  he  wanted 
words  to  eipress  the  villainy  of  the  last  Fi>eacbi- 
fied  ministry." 

Mr.  Secretary  SfanAope  added,  he  wondered, 
that  men  who  were  gmlty  of  such 
crimes,  WiitiU  the  audaciousn 
the  public  streeu. 

JUr.  H.  Walpole**  "Motion  for  receiving  the 
Secret  Committers  Report,]  June  2.  iy|r.  Ho<« 
bert  Walpole  acquainted  the  Ho^se  from  thq 
ConiroitCee  of  Secrecy,  **  That  they  had  exa- 
mined the  Books',  Ike,  referred  to  them,  and 
bad  matters  of  the  greatest  importance  to  lay 
before  tbe  House ;  and  that  tbe  committee 
had  directed  him  to  move  tbe  House,  that  a 
day  might  be  appointed  for  receiving  their  Re- 
port."  Upon  which,  aft^r  a  small  debate,  it 
was  ordered,  that  tbe  said  report  be  received 
upon  that  d^y  sevennight;  and  that  all  the 
members  do  attend  at  that  time,  upon  pain  of 
incurring  the  highest  displeasure  ot  the  House. 

Junes.  The  king  came  to  the  House  ef 
Peers,  and  gav^  tbe  royal  assent  to  the  Malt* 
bill  and  tlie  Mutiny-bill,  and  his  majesty  being 
gone,  the  Coomions  returned  to  their  house,  and 
ordered  that  ihe  Committee  of  Secrecy  should 
have  leave  to  sit  durini;  the  adjournment  of 
the  House,  who  then  adjourned  till  the  8th  of 
June,  by  reason  of  the  Whitsuntide  holidays, 

Mr,  R,  WalpoUU  Motioth  ^for  ttppHhending 
such  persons  us  should  be  named  by  the  Chairs 
man  of  the  Secret  Coimnittee.']  June  9.  Mr. 
Robert  Walpole,  from  tlie  Committee  of  Se- 
crecy, acquainted  the  House ;  **  That  he  had  a 
Report  to  present;  according  to  their  order, 
but  that  he  had  the  commands  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  make  a  motion  to  the  Hoube  before 
he  read  the  Report;  That  there  are  in  the  Re- 
port matters  of  the  highest  importance  :  That 
although  the  Committee  had  power  to  send  for 
persons,  papers,  and  records,  they  did  not 
think  fit  to  make  use  thereof,  believing  it  to  be 
necessary,  in  order  to  bri  ok  offenders  to  justice, 
that  some  persons  should  be  secured,  before  it 
is  possible  they  should  know  what  they  are  |a 
he  examined  to ;  and  lest  thev  should  have  no- 
tice from  what  should  be  .read  io  the  report,  ta 
make  their  escape,  be  was  commanded  by  tbe 
committee,  according  to  former  precedents,  to 
move.  That  a  warrant  may  be  issued,  by  Mr. 
Speaker,  to  apprehend  certain  persops  who  shall 
be  named  to  nmi  by  the  chairman  of  the  said 
committee;  and  tltat  no  members  may  be  per* 
mitted  to  go  out  of  the  House." 

Hereupon  it  was  ordeted,  1.  ^<  That  the 
lobby  be  cleared  of  all  strangers,  and  the  hack 
doof»  of  iheSpeakec'f  «haiiiber  be  lodkcd  v^ 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


tS]     PARL.  HISTORY,  1  GtoKos  I.  niS^ImpiochmennifLord  Bottngbroke.    [M 


ltd  the  kej  brought  and  laid  apon  the  table ; 
and  that  the  Serjeant  do  stand  at  the  door  of 
the  House,  and  suffer  do  metuBer  to  go  forth. 
fU  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  issue  his  warrant  to 
the  Serjeant  at  arms  atteudio^the  House,  to 
take  into  his  custody  &uch  persons  as  shall  be 
oamed  to  Mr.  Speaker  by  the  chairman  of  ^e 
Conmittee  of  Secrecy,  in  order  to  their  being 
Guunioed  before  the  said  committee. 

Hereupon  Mr.  Speaker  issued  out  his  warrant 
to  the  Serjeant  at  arms,  to  take  into  his  cos- 
tody  several  persons  that  were  named  to  him 
by  Mr.  Waipoie,  particolarly  Mr.  Matthew 
Prisr,  fuid  Mr.  Thomas  Barley,  the  first  of 
whom  was  immediately  appreheuded,  and  the 
other  some  hours  after. 

T%e  Keportjrom  the  Secret  Contmittee  pre- 
sented and  read.'}  This  done,  Mr.  Walpole  ac- 
qaainted  the  Uou^e,  <'  That  the  Committee  of 
Secrecy  had  perused  the  books  and  papers  re- 
ferred to  them,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report 
which  they  bad  commanded  him  to  make: 
That  it  was  contained  in  two  books,  one  of 
which  was  the  Report,  and  the  other  an  Ap- 
pendix to  it,  containing  at  large  those  letters 
and  papers  which  were  referred  to  in  the  re- 
port.'' And  he  read  the  Report  im  his  place, 
and  afterwards  delivered  the  same  in  at  the 
table,  together  with  the  Appendix  and  the 
books  which  were  referred  to  the  said  com- 
nittee.  The  reading  of  the  said  report  hav- 
ing lasted  from  one  till  about  six  in  the  evening, 
a  motion  was  made  by  the  friends  of  the  late 
ministry,  and  the  question  put,  That  the  far- 
ther consideration  thereof  be  adjourned  till 
next  momidg,  bat  it  was  carried  ia  the  nega- 
tive, by  989  against  175,  and  ordered,  that  the 
Report  be  now  read  :  And  the  clerk  of  the 
House  having^  read  part  of  it,  till  half  an  hour 
ptstei^t,  the  &rther  consideration  of  it  was 
sdjouraed. 

Debate  thereon,]  June  10.  The  Commons 
Ksamed  the  adjourned  consideration  of  the 
Beport  from  the  Committee  of  Secrecy,  and 
the  rest  of  the  Report  being  read,  which  lasted 
till  about  four  in  the  afternoon. 
^  Sir  I^onoi  Hanmer  *,  moved.  That  the  con- 
Mleration  of  -the  said  Report  be  adjourned,  till 
the  Slstof  the  same  month,  and  was  seconded 
Vy  the  leading  men  among  the  friends  of  the 
late  ministry,  who  moved  also,  That  the  said 
Report  f  be  printed,  to  be  perused  by  all  the 
members  of  the  House.    Hereupon, 

Mr.  Robert  Walpole  said,  <'  He  could  not 
bat  wonder,  that  those  gentlemen  who  had 
shewed  so  great  impatience  to  have  the  Beport 
laid  before  the  House,  should  now  press  for  ad- 
jouaiBg  the  consideration  of  it.  That  as  for 
the  Committee  of  Secrecy,  as  they  had  not 
yet  gpne  through  all  the  branches  of  their  io- 
"         }   '  '  >  

^SpeakeTfOf  the  last  (Parliament.  See  vol. 
«fP.125«. 

t  For  the  whole  of  this  important  p«port, 
topcfaer  with  the  Papers  ^therein  referred  to^ 
•«  Appendix  No,  I. 

You  vn. 


(juiry,  they  could  have  wished  some  longer 
time  had  been  allowed  them  to  perw^e  and  di- 
gest several  important  papers.  That  in  order 
to  that  they  would  liave  deferred  three  week« 
or  a  month,  the  laying  their  report  before  the  , 
House;  but  that  some  gentlemen  having  re* 
fleeted  on  tlie  pretended  slowness  of  the  com<- 
mittec)  since  the  said  Report  was  now  be* 
fore  them,  they  must  even  go  through  wiih  it.'^ 

Mr.  Secretary  Stadhope  added,  **  That  .for 
his  own  part,  he  would  readily  agree  to  give 
those  gentlemen  all  the  time  tiiey  could  desire 
to  consider  of  the  Report ;  but  that  since  they 
themselves  had  precipitated  this  afiiiir,  he  was  of 
opinion,  they  ought  to  prosecute  it  with  vigour, 
lest,  by  stopping  on  a  sudden,  they  should 
fortify  tlie  notion,  which  the  friends  of  the  late 
ministry  had  wich  great  industry  propagated 
among  the  people,  that  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Secrecy  would  vanish  into  smoke^ 
the  rather,  because  these  ma}iciou&  iasiou»- 
tions  had  raised  the  spirits  and  insolence  of 
the  disaffected,  and  were  the  principal  cause  of 
the  present  ferment  among  the  giddy  multitude. 
That  he  agreed  with  the  member  who  had 
moved  for  the  printing  of  the  Report :  that  not 
only  the  House,  but  the  whole  world,  might  be 
convinced  of  the  fairness  and  impartiality  of 
their  proceedings;  1)01  that  the  crimes  of  some 
persons  named  in  the  Report  were  so  obvious 
to  every  budy,  that  they  ough(,  in  his  epinion, 
immediately  proceed  to  theinspeaching  of  theol.'^ 

Some  proposed  the  adjouruine  the  debate 
till  one  time,  some  till  another ;  b\it  the  court  / 
party  were  resolved  against  any  delays ;  and 
the  question  being  put  about  seven  in  the  even- 
ing, on  the  motion  made  by  sir  Thomas  Han* 
mer,  it  was  carried  in  the  negative  by  S80 
against  160. 

Mr,  R,  Walpole  itnpeaches  Lord  BoUngbroke 
of  High  Treason,]    This  point  gained  : 

Mr.  Robert  Walpole  said,  "  He  made  no 
question,  that,  after  the  Repnrt  had  been  twice 
read,  the  whole  House  was  fully  convinced, 
that  Henry  lord  viscount  JBolingbroke  was 
guilty  of  High  Treason,  and  other  high  crimes 
and  misdemeanours:  That  therefore  he  im- 
peached him  of  those  crimes  ;  but  if  any  mem- 
ber had  any  thing  to  say  in  his  behalf  he 
doubted  not  but  the  House  vras  ready  to  hear  " 
him." 

After  a  deep  silence  in  the  House  for  some 
minutes, 

Mr,  Hungerford  rose  up  and  said,  "  That   *' 
in  his  opinion,  nothing  was  mentioned  in  the 
Report,  in  relation  to  the  lord   Bolingbroke, 
that  amounted  to  High  Treason.'' 

General  Rom  said^  He  wondered  no  body    . 
spoke  in  favour  of  the  lord  Boliogbroke :  That, 
for  his  own  part  he' had  nothing  to  say  at  pre- 
sent :  but  reserved  to  himself  to  speak  in  a 
properer  time. 

Lord  Coningthl  inqteachet  Robert  earl  jof 
Oxford  qf  High  'u'eason.]  The  resolution  for 
impeaching  tte  lord  Boliogbroko  of  High  Trcap 
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ton  and  other  high  crimes  and  misdemeanours, 
being  passed,  « 

Lord  Conmgshy  stood  up,  and  said,  **  The 
worthy  chairman  of  the  Committee  has  im- 
peadied  ^e  hand,  bat  I  ^o  impeach  the  bead ; 
im  has  impeached,  the  clerk,  and  I  the  justice ; 
be  has  impeached  the  scholar,  and  I  the  mas- 
ter :  I  impeach  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl 
Mortimer,  of  high  treason  and  other  high 
crimes  and  misdemeanoars:''  Hereupon, 

Mr.  Auditor  Barley  *made  a  loo^  pathetic 
speech  ;  wherein  he  endeavoured  to  justify  his 
brother,  the  earl  of  Oxford,  as^having  done  no- 
thing but  bj  the  immediate  commands  of  the 
hue  queen;  urging,  that  the  peace  was  a  good< 
one,  and  approved  as  such  by  two  parliaments; 
coaduding,  that  the  facts  mentioned  in  the 
Report,  and  which  were  charged  on  the  earl, 
^  could  not  be  construed  to  amount  to  high  trear 
•on,  bat  only  in  strict  rigonr,  to  miMemea- 
noars.    He  was  backed  by 

Mr.  l%oma$  Fole^  the  earl's  brother-in-law, 
who  complained  of  the  hardship  put  upon  that 
nobleman,  in  charging  him  with  high  treason, 
before  they  had  examined  the  Report :  but 
what  was  yet  more  favourable  for  tbe  earl,  was 
'  spoke  by 

Sir  Jifuph  Jekf/U,  one  of  the  Committee  of 
Secrecy,  who  said,  **  That  tfs  to  the  lord  Bo- 
lingbroke,  thejr  had  more  than  sufficient  eviy 
dence  to  convict  him  of  high  treason,  upon  the 
'statute  £5  Edward  3,  but  that  as  to  the  earl 
of  Oxford,  he  doubted  whether  they  had  either 
sufficient  matter  or  evidence  to  impeach  htm 
oftreason." 

But  another  member  of  the  Committee  of 
Secrecy  havine  assured  the  House,  Tliat  be- 
sides what  hadappeared  before  them,  and  was 
mentioned  in  the  Report,  they  had  other  evi- 
dence, viva  voce :  It  was  resolved,  without  a 
division,".That  this  House  will  iippeach  Ro- 
bert earl  of  Oxford  dod  earl  Mortimer,  of  high 
treason,  and  other  high  crimes  and  misdeamean- 
ours :"  And  ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Secrecy,  to  draw  up  Articles  of 
Impeachment,  and  prepare  evidence  against 
Henry  vbc>»unt  Boliugbroke,  and  Robert  earl  of 
Oxfbrdt  and  eari  Mortimer.  Af^er  this,  it  was 
ordered  likewise, That  Che  farther  Consideration 
of  the  said  Report  be  adjourned  ;  and  that  the 
said  Report,  with  the  Appendix,  be  printed. 

June  11.  The  Commons  ordered  the  Speaker 
to  send  a  printed  copy  of  the  Report  frum  the 
Committee  of  Secrecy  to  the  soeriff  of  every 
county,  and  to  the  returning  officer  of  every 
city  and  borough^  sending  members  to  parlia- 
ment. 

June  15.    Mr.  Walpole,  from  tbe  Commie. 


*  Both  of  them  Auditors  of  the  Imprest  for 
life. 

t  *'  The  next  morning  the  earl  of  Oxford 
went  to  the  House  of  Peers,  and  at  fir&t  ap- 
oeared  undisturbed,  butfindhig  that  most  mem- 
bers avoided  sitting  near  him,  and  that  even  earl 
Powlet  was  shy  of^exchaugitig  a  few  words  with 
iwDy  be  retired  out  «f  the  House.'^   TSadal. 


tee  of  Secrecy,  aeqaainted  the  House,  Thnt  h* 
was  directed  by  the  Committee  to  move  tiie 
House,  That  the  persons  taken  into  cnstoidn 
pursuant  to  the  order  of  the  House  of  the'  9tli 
instant  might  be  examined  to  the  most  soleihil 
mAnnef,  according  to  former  pretedents.  Upott 
which  it  was  ordered.  That  Micb  tn^bers  of 
the  Cotnmittee  of  Secrecy,  who  are  justices  of 
the  peace  for  the  county  of  Middlesex,  Shoidd 
examine  Mr.  Matthew  Prior,  and  Mr.  Thomas 
Harley,  ^t  the  said  committee. 

Mr,  Prior  ordertd  into  clo$e  custody,']  Jooe 
17.  Mr.  Walpole^ac^uainted  tbe  Hot|»a»  TluK 
pursuant  to  their  order,  Matthew  Priori  «oif. 
had  been,  the  day  before,  ^exaaioed  before  tb« 
Committee  of  Secrecy,  and  during  a  loiw  ex- 
amination, there  appeared  matters  of  sucn  ioi'* 
Eortance,  that  the  Committee  had  directed 
im  to  move  the  House,  that  he  might  be  coo* 
fined  in  close  custody,  and  no  person  permitted 
to  come  to  him:  upon  which  it  was  ordered. 
That  Mr^  Matthew  Prior,*  now  in  custody  of 
the  Serjeant  at  arms,  be  confined  in  closo 
custody,  and  no  person  permitted  to  come  to 
him  without  leave  from  Mr.  Speaker.f 

Mr.  Secretary  Stanhope  impeaches  James 
Duke  ofOrmondqf  High  Treason.'^  June  21. 
The  House  having,  according  to  order,  con- 
sidered further  of  tbe  report  from  the  Com* 
mlttee  ofSeerecy, 

Mr.  Secretary  Stanhope  stood  up  and  amd. 
He  wished  be  were  not  oolij^ed  to  break  silence 
oo  that  occasion ;  but  tbat  as  a, member  of  tbo 
Secret  Commitiee,  and,  of  that'^eat  assembly 
which  ought  to  do  the  nation  justice,  he  thought 
it  his  duty  to  impeach  James  duke  of  OrmMid 
of  high  treason,  and  other  high  crimes  aad 
misdemeanours:  He  was  seconded  by  Mr. 
Boscawen.    Hefreupon 

Mr.  Archibald  Hutcheson  made  a  long 
speech  in  behalfof  the  duke  of  Ormond,  where* 
in  he  set  forth  his  noW  birth  and  qualifications'; 
and  the  great  serritres  which  both  be  and1i» 
illostriaus  ancestors  bad  performed  to  tbe 
crown  and  nation ;  uived.  That  in  tbe  wl^la 
course  of  his  late  conduct,  he  had  but  ob^ted 
the  late  queen's  commknds ;  afid  conchiiied, 
I'hat  if  Ml  that  was  alfedged  against  his  grace 
in  the  report  coald  be  made  out,  it  wonra.  'in 
the  rigour  of  the  law,  amount  to  no  mona  liian 
high  misdemeanours.     This  speecb  madH'  a 


*  One  of  the  Commissioners  of  Tndo  and 
Plantatious. 

f  This  order  occasioned  various  reports: 
some  a^rmed,  that  the  earl  of  Oxford,  oraoma 
of  his  friends,  had  been  in  close  confbhtoce 
with  Mr.  Prior,  and  so  efiectually  tamj^ered 
with  him,  that  he  was  mOre  reserved  in  an- 
swering questions  than  he 'had  been  before. 
However  that  be,  it  is  certam,  Mr.  Prior  did 
prevaricate.''    Tindal. 

The  account  of  what  passed  at  Mf.Prioi^i 
Examination,  as  drawn  up  by  His  own  haPMl| 
will  ba  found  in  the  Appendix^  No«ll. 
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pea|.iiiii>ret$ioB  on  t)M  Hoiue;  aodMr.Hut* 
cbesoo  was  secoDded  b^ 

Gefieral  Luml^^  who  said  ampos  other 
duflg^  XIk^  the  duke  of  Ormond  Imif  on  all, 
McasiooSy  given  signal  proofs  botb  of  his  af- 
6cUoo  and  love  for  bis  country,  and  of  his  per* 
lOQil  braverj  and  coorageyparticalarlj  at  the 
batUe  of  Laoden.  where  he  was  wounded  and 
taken  prisooer ;  and  that  the  lafe  king  William 
was  extremeJv  satisfied  with  his  grace's  sallaot 
behavioar.  That  his  grace  had  generoutuj  ex- 
paded  the  best  part  of  his  estate  in  the  wars^ 
InriDc  in  a  most  noble  and  splendid  manner, 
ftr  the  honoor  of  his  country :  that  therefore 
ii  oonsideration  both  of  his  great  senrices,  and 
kis  illostrioos  relations,  if  he  had  of  late  been 
K»  oafortunate  as  to  fail  in  any  part  of  his  con> 
duct,  tbey  ought  not  to  'proceed  against  him 
viUi  ifm  utmost  rigoar  of  the  law ;  the  rather 
kecanseheever  meant  well,  aiml  was  drawn 
into  ill  measores  bY  crafty  ministers. 

^Jetiph  Jdcytf  spoke  l^ewise'  in  favour  of 
die  duke  of  Oiaond :  be  sakt.  That  if  there 
was  room  for  mercy,  he  hoped  it  would  be 
ditwo  to  that  noble,  generoes  and  courageous 
peer,  who  lor  meny  years,  had  exerted  those 
great  acconpUsbmentsfbr  the  good  and  honour 
of  1^1  country.  TiMt  if  of  late  he  had  the  mis* 
fsi^oe  to  deviate  from  his  former  conduct,  the 
Uame  ought  not,  injustice  and  equity,  be  laid 
tobioi,bot  to  tbem  principally,  vwo  abusing 
hii  aflSectiony  loyalty  and  seal  for  the  service 
ofha  royal  mistress,  had  drawn  him  into  per- 
nicwas  coonsels :  that  therefore,  as  ,the  statute 
oftheSSth  Edward  3,  on  which  the  charae 
ofhigh  treason  against  his  grace  was  to  be 
Booeded,  had  b^amitigat^  by  subsequent 
Iiws,  the  House  oogjiit  not,  in  his  opinion,  to 
take  advanltage  of  that  a^t  against  the  duke, 
b«t  oidy  impotoh  him  of  high  crimes  and  mis* 
deoMBOors.  He  added.  That  some  persons 
endeavoured  to  aggravate  the  duke  of  Ormond's 
fiaks,  1^  charnng  upon  bim  the  riots  and  tu- 
mults which  5\e  populace  committed  daily  in 
OMijy  phuies ;  but  that  he  durst  aver,  that  his 
gnoeald  noways  countenance  those c&sorders ; 
tad  if  the  ^affected  made  use  of  his  uame, 
uikuown  to  him^  bis  grace  ought  not  to  8u£fer 
fi»rit 

General  Eon  Idd^reat  stress  upon  sir  Jo- 
seph Jekyll's  opinion,  and  said  all  he  could  in 
kit  coBuaendaoon,  and  the  duke's  defence. 

Sir  William  Wyndham^Mr. Thomas  Onslow, 
Mr.  Ward,  Mr.  Hnngerford,  and  some  other 
Qtmb^  of  both  parties,  spoke  also  on  the 
SMieside:  botMr.I^dd(al,  member  for  Lest- 
vjM*  Mr.  Haa(i|>deo,  and. Mr.  Thompson 
teq^  si^iported  general  Stanhope's  motion ; 
ia>wnedaUtbat|)ad  been  alledgediatbeduke?s 
«l*Oar;.and  among  other  thingis  represent^ 
Ibaiheefet  affected  popularity ;  that  he  could 
MCbtigDoraQt  of  the  tanmlts  and  liotsof 
^kieh  his  name  wra^  the  signal ;  and  diat  since 
keifid  ootpublidv  disown  them  who  made  use 
•f  kii  oune,  his  silence  was  a  tacit  apj^robation 
^their  proceedings,  and  seemed  to  samaon 
"e  people  to  k  fraoNd  insoircctioB^ 


Sir  Edm4ird  NiJ^tkey  (Attorney  General), 
said  that  be  did  not  disown*  but  that  in  the  Rer 
port  of  tHe  Committee  of  Secrecy,  there  were 
some  matters,-  on  which  an  impeachment  of 
high  treason  might  be  grounded  against  the 
duke  of  Ormond  ;  but  he  did  not  think  it  pro- 
per to  explain  himself  further  on  that  occasion. 

Mr.  LechmerCp  Solicitor  General,  spoke 
plainer,  and  osentioned  a  case  parallel  to  the 
duke's,  which  had  been  adjudged  treason. 

This  debate  lasted  from  one  till  about  half 
an  hour  past  ten,  when  the  question  was  put, 
and  resolved  by  a  minority  of  234  voices  against 
18r,  to  impeach  James  duke  of  Ormoud  of 
high  treason,  and  other  high  crimes  and  misde- 
meanors. After  which  it  was  ordered,  '*  That  it 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Secrecy  to 
draw  up  Articles  of  Impeachment,  and  prepare 
evidence  against  James  dnke  of  Onotiond  *  ; 

*  "  Afler  these  impeachments,  that  of  the 
djuke  of  Ormond  became  the  principal  subject 
of  discourse.  The  higb-cburch  party  made- 
his  name  the  signal  for  theirtumults,  threaten- 
ing  the  government  and  parliament  too,  if  they 
proceeded  a^ist  him.  His  zeal  for  the  church 
was  their  chief  topic  to  excite  the  mobs  to  ap- 
pear for  him ;  and  his  noble  bir^,  and  the  ser- 
vices of  his  ancestony  and  of  himself  in  Flan* 
ders,  .during  king  William's  reign,  were  insisted 
upon*  Nor  was  ms  generosity,  or  rather  profuse 
way  pf  living,  omitted,  to  prepossess  the  people 
in  nis  ftivour :  but  all  signified  nothing  ;  for 
though  the  king  at  his  first  arrival,  shewed  more 
lenity  and -respect  to  him,  than  his  conduct  de* 
served,  and  seemed  willing  to  pass  by  his  mis- 
carria^,  .while  general,  as  far  as  possible,  the 
behaviour  of  the  dnke  and  his  friends  was  such, 
as  made  it  impracticable  ;  for  instead  of  di»- 
couraging  the  mobs,.who  were  taught  to  cry 
out,  an  Ormond,  in  oppf>sition  to  king  George, 
he  plainly  countenanced  them,  and  took  a  great 
deal  of  pride  to  be  the  idol  of  the  rabble.  He 
affected  to  have  people  of  quality  appear  at  his 
levee,  and  frequent  his  house  ;  and,  instead  of 
behaving  himself  submissively,  had  the  vanicjr 
to  iustify  his  conduct  in  a  printed  piece,  wbicn 
in  reality  exposed  him  more  to  censure.  Atmnt 
the  middle  of  June,  the  following  advertisement 
was  dispersed  with  great  industry :  <  On  Tues* 
'  day,  the  7th,  of  this  monfh,  her  grace  the 

*  dncbess  of  Ormoud,  in  her  return  from  Rich* 

<  mond,  was  stopped  in  her  coach,  by  three  per- 
^  sons;  well  mounted,  and  well  armed,  in  dis^ 
'  guise,  who  inquired  if  the  duke  was  in  the 
'  coach,  and  seemed  to  have  a  design  upon  his 

<  life,  if  he  had  been  there,  ft  has  been  ob- 
^  served,  that  many  persons,  armed  and  dis- 
'  guised  in  like  manner,  have  been  watching  by 
'day  and  by  night  upon  that  road, on  each  side 
'of  the  water,  and  it  is  not  to  be  doubted,  with 

*  a  design  to  assassinate  him.'  This  being  evi- 
dendy  caknlated  to  excite  the  fury  of  the  po- 
puUoe  against  the  duke's  supposed  enemies, 
the  rest  of  his  conduct  coold  not  but  alarm  the 
government,  and  perhaps  provoked  the  House 
of  Commons  to  proceed  against  bim  sooner^ 
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submiuiDg  to  the  terms  of  an  aDsafe,  cHsbo^ 
uourable  p«ace.  3.  Advising  the  semoj^  of 
Ghent  and  Bruges,  in  order  ta  distress  the 
allies,  and  favour  the  enemy.  3.  Thainaolence 
and  contempt  with  which  he  had  treated  the 
most  serene  House  of  Hanorer,  and  their  ge* 
neralsand  ministers. 

Mr.  Bailie,  having  seconded  Mr.  Aislaby, 

Sir  fTi/Ziamll^fu/Aam  endeavoured  to  jtistiff 
the  earl  of  Strafford,  as  to  the  first  bead,  bj 
^^^^9  That  the  peace,  which  was  bat  the  se- 
quel and  necessary  consequence  of  the  snspeo- 
sion  of  arms,  had  been  approved  as  such  bj 
two  successive  parliaments,  and  declared  «fi- 
vantageous,  safe,  and  honourable.  Mr.Shtppen, 
Mr.  Ward,  and  Mr.  Snell,  member  ft>r  Glou- 
cester, spoke  also  in  fisvour  of  the  eaii  of 
Stra£Pord  ;  as  did  also 

Mr.  Hunger/ordf  who  Among  other  things, 
said,  that  though  thejbishop  of  London  bad  an 
equal  share  with  the  earl  of  Strafford  ra  the  nem 
gociation  of  peace,  he  was,  it  seems,  to  baTe 
the  benefit  of  his  clergy.  General  Ross  hmog 
likewise  said  something  to  excuse  the  saspemioa 
of  arms: 

General  Cadogan  answered,  that  consider- 
ing the  situation  of  both  armies,^  die  coa^ 
federates  lost  the  fairest  opportunity  they  ever 
had  in  Flanders,  to  destroy  the  enemy's  enny, 
and  to  penetrate  into  the  very  heart  of  France; 
but  added,  that  nothing  less  could  be  expected 
fi'om  a  princess  and  a  ministry,  who  had  eiH 
tireiy  dehvercd  themselves  into  the  hands  of 
France. 

Sir  Jofftet  Campbel  spoke  also  against  the 
earl  of  Straflfbrd. 

Sir  David  JJalrymvle  summed  op  what  bad 
been  said  on  both  sides  ;  and  having  illustrated 
the  present  case  by  parallel  instances  and  pro- 
per obaervations,  urged,  that  both  by  the  chril 
and  statute  laws,  the  earl  of  Strafford  was,  m( 
least,  guilty  of  high  crimes  and  misdemeaoors. 


and  that  the  farther  consideration  of  the  said 
Keport  be  adjourned  to  the  next  morning." 

Mr,  AislaOt/  impcachet  Thc$na$  Earl  of 
Strafford  iff'  high  Crimes  and  Misdemeanors.] 
June  29.  The  Commons  resumed  the  consi' 
deration  of  the  Report  from  the  Committee  of 
Secrecy,  and 

Mr.  AisUtbi/,  who  spoke  first,  took  notice  of 
the  {(cnerni  concern  that  had  appeared  the  day 
before  in  tne  House,  for  the  noble  person  that 
was  impeached  ;  because  they  were  persuaded, 
it  tys  rather  through  weakness  than  malice 
that  be  had  followed  pernicious  counsels  ;  but 
that,  in  his  opinion,  few  if  niiy,  would  speak 
in  favour  of  another  lord,  v»hom  he  was  to  im- 
peach. 'Hiat  the  person  he  meant,  was  Thomas 
earl  of  Strafford,  one  of  tlie  plenipotentiaries 
of  Great  Britain  at  the  congress  of  Utrecht ; 
whose  conduct  had  been  vastly  different  from 
that  of  his  colleague,  the  lord  bishop  pf  Lon- 
don (Dr.  John  Robinson.)  That  this  good  and 
pious  prelate  seemed  to  have  been  put  at  the 
nead  of  that  negociation,  only  to  palliate  the 
iniquity  of  it,  undfr  the  sacredness  of  his  ^a- 
racter ;  but  was  little  more  than  a  cypher  in 
the  absence  of  the  efirl  of  Strafford.  That  the 
bishop  not  being  in  the  secret  had  acted  with 
reserve  and  caution,-  and  would  do  nothing 
,  without  the  queen's  special  commands ;  where- 
as the  earl  of  Strafford  not  only  was  forward  to 
Tenture  lind  undertake  any  thing,  as  he  eit- 
pfesses  himself  m  one  of  his  letters,  to  be  the 
tool  of  a  Frenchified  ministry ;  but  in  many  in- 
stances had  gone  beyond  his  instructions,  and 
advised  the  most  pernicious  measures.  That 
having  impartially  weighed  the  different  con- 
duct of  theSe  two  ministers,  he  was  glad  that  no- 
thing could  be  charged  upon  the  bi^p,  since  it 
fave  them  an  opportunity  to  convince  the  world 
thatthe  church  is  not  in  danger:  but  moved.  That 
Thomas  earl  of  Strafford  be  impeached  of  high 
crimes  and  misdemeanours.  Mr.  Aislaby  af- 
terwards enlarged  upon  this  charse,  which  he 
reduced  to  these  three  principal  heads,  viz.  1. 
The  earl  of  Strafford's  advising  the  fatal  sus- 
pension of  arms,  which  was  soon  after  attended 
with  several  misfortunes  that  befel  the  allies; 
and  at  last  reduced'  them  to  the  necessity   of 

and  with  more  vigour,  than  they  would  other- 
wise have  done.  It  wall  the  geneftd  opinion, 
that  tlie  rash,  unadvised  behaviour  of  the  duke's 
pretended  friends,  of  whom  bishop  Atterbury 
was  chief,  greatly  promoted  this  vote.  It  was 
said  npon  \ery  good  grounds,  that  a  relation  of 
the  duke's  had  prevailed  upon  him  at  .that  time 
to  write  a  submissive  letter  to  the  king,  desiring 
a  favourable  interpretation  of  bis  former  ac- 
tions, and  imploring  his  majesty's  clemency : 
which  had  so  good  an  effect,  that  he  was  to 
bave  been  privately  admitted  to  the  king  in  hb 
closet,  to  confirm  what  he  4iad  written.  But, 
before  the  time  oame/  biebop  Atterbury  had 
been  with  him,  and  the  conieqaence  was,  that 
he  left  England  abruptly,  and  never  returoad 
coicmore.''   TiodaU 


Hereupon,  about  seveh  in  the  evening,  the 
question  was  put,  and  by  2G8  voices  against 
100,  it  was  resolv'd,  "  That  the  House  will  im- 
peach Thomas,  earl  of  Strafford,  of  high  crimef 
and  misdemeanors  ;**  and  ordered,  That  it  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Secrecy,  to  draw 
up  Articles  pf  Impeachment  and  prepare  evi- 
dence against  the  said  earl. 

Mr.  Walpole  from  the  Committee  cf  Secrecy 
reports  the  Articles  minsi  the  Earl  of  Oxford,"] 
July  7.  Mr.  Robert  Walpole,  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  SecrecT,  acquainted  the  House,  **  Thai 
the  committee  having  prepared  articles  of  im* 
peachment  of  high  treason  and  other  higk 
crimes  and  misdemeanors,  against  Robert  ead 
of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer,  bad  commanded 
him  to  acquaint  the  House,  that  they  should,  ia 
a  short  time,  have  farther  articles  ag^oit  the 
said  earl  ;.and  that  the  committee  bad  directed 
him  to  report  the  articles,  idready  prepared| 
to  the  House:''  And  he  read  them  m  bit  place, 
and  afterwards  delivered  them  in  at  tka  labiep 
where  Uicjf  were  once  read. 

AfUr  thit  it  was  no?ed,tfaat  the  Artber ooe* 
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sMcfatioD  of  the  said  articles  be  adjonraed  to 
that  day  seomght ;  but  it  was  carried,  witboot 
dividiiig,  that  the  said  report  be  read  a  second 
tone  tbe  next  day.  At  which  time  the  first  ten 
aitides  of  impeachment  against  Robert  earl  of 
Oi(brd  and  earl  Mortimer,  were  read  a  second 
time;  and  upon  the  question  severally  put 
thereopon,  with  amendments  to  some  of  them, 
there  was  a  long  debate  from  two  till  eight  in 
the  ereniiif;,  when  they  were  agreed  to,  by  280 
against  125.  Then  a  motion  being  made  and 
tbe  question  put.  That  the  farther  consideration 
of  the  said  Report  be  adjourned  till  the  next 
■lorDiBg,  the  same  was  carried  in  the  negative, 
bj  947  against  139. 

Hereupon,  the  eleventh  article  was  read  a  se- 
eond  tiiDe,and  amended  by  tho  House;  and  then 
there  arose  a  great  debate,  upon  the  question, 
Whether  the  said  article  was  hi^h  treason  }  Sir 
Bobert  Raymond,  Mr.  Bromley,  sir  William 
Wyndham,  Mr.  Edward  Uarley,  Mr.  Thomas 
Foley,  Mr.  Ward  and  Mr.  Uungerford  main- 
tained the  negative ;  and  were  strongly  sup* 
ported  by 

Sir  JoKpk  JekjfUf  one  of  the  Committee  of 
^crecy,  who  said, "  That  it  was  ever  his  prin- 
ciple to  do  justice  to  every  body,  from  the  high- 
est to  thtf  lowest ;  being  persuaded,  that  it  was 
tbe  daty  of  an  honest  man  never  to  act  by 
a  spirit  of  party.  That  he  hoped  he  mi|ht  pre- 
tend to  have  some  knowledge  of  the  Taws  of 
tbe  kingdom  ;  and  as  in  the  Committee  of  se- 
crecy, (^  bad  taken  the  liberty  to  differ  from 
bis  colieagoes,  he  would  not  scruple  to  declare 
BOW  CO  the  whole  House,  that,  in  his  judgment, 
tbe  charge  in  question  did  not  amount  to  high 
tfessoo."  Most  of  the  other  members  of  the 
Committee  of  Secrecy  were  offended  at  this 
speech,  and  thereupon 

Mr.  Robert  WalpoU  answered,  That  there 
wwe  both  in  and  out  of  the  Committee  of  Se- 
crecy, seveml  persons  who  did  not,  in  the 
least,  yield  to  the  member  that  -spoke  last,  in 
point  of  honesty  ;  and  who,  without  derogating 
from  his  merit,  were  superior  to  him  in  the 
knowledge  of  the  laws  ;  but  who  at  th»^  same 
time,  were  satisfied  that  the  charge  specified  in 
tbe  deventb  article  amounted  to  treason. 

Mr.  Walpole  was  backed  by  general  Stan- 
hope, the  lord  Coningsby,  general  Cadogan, 
Mr.  Boscawen,  and  Mr.  Aislaby  ;  and  the 
eleventh  article  being  amended,  the  same  was 
•greed  to  by  the  House,  by  247  votes  against 

Mr.  Auditor  Hior^fy  endeavoured  tojustify  the 
««ri  of  Oxford,  1.  By  urging  that  he  ever  acted 
*iy  tbe  late  queen's  positive  commands;  to  prove 
*^  he  otfered  to  produce  two  letters  from 
her  majesty  ;  and  2.  The  necessity  of  making  a 
P«*oe ;  he  havinz  upon  this  occasion,  advanc- 
ed that  the  Dutch  prolonged  the  war,  and  that 
w  deputies  in  the  army  had  often  prevented 
vsgrriog  the  eneniiy  a  decisive  blow. 

^^«eral  Cadogan  answered,  that  the  Dutch 
^•remore  concerned  than  any  prince  or  state 
*Je  grand  alliance  to  put  toend  to  the  war ; 
^vadotook  to  pffofey  that  ^tre  bad  not 


been  any  campaign  in  Flanders,  except  that  in 
which  the  duke  of  Ormond  commanded,  tliat 
was  not  marked  and  famous  to  all  posterity 
for  some  signal  and  glorious  event,  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  common  cause  } 

The  said  Articlet  agreed  to  ;  and  ordered  to  he 
carried  to  ^Ael^rcb.]  Then  tberest  ol  the  sixteen 
articles  were  severally  read  a  second  time, 
and  with  amendments  to  some  of  them,  agreed 
unto  by  the  House,  who/ordered,  **  That  the  said 
articles  be  engrossed ;  and,  that  a  clause  be  pre- 
pared, saving  liberty  to  the  Commons  to  exhibit 
any  farther  Articles  against  the  said  Hobert,  earl 
of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer ;  and  that  he  may 
be  sequestered  from  parliament,  and  committed 
to  s^fe  custody. *' 

July  9.  The  above  clause  was  offeVed  to  the 
House  ;  and  being  twice  read  and  agreed  to, 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  with  the  Articles 
of  Impeachment.  The  (ame  day  the  ingrossed 
Articles  of  Impeachment  against  Robert,  earl 
of  Oxford  and  earl  Monimer,  were  read ;  after 
which  it  was  ordered,  1.  That  the  Lord  Co- 
hingsby  do  carry  the  said  Articles' to  the  Lords : 
2.  That  his  lorosbip  be  directed,  before  he  ex- 
hibit the  said  Articles  to  the  Lords,  to  impeaciv 
Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  Mortimeipy  to  tbe 
effect  following,  viz, 

"My  Lords;  i 

'^The  Commons  assembled  in  parliament 
having  received  information  of  divers  traiterona 
practices  and  designs  of  a  great  peer  of  thia 
House,  Robert  earl  of  Oiford  and  earl  MoiT* 
timer ;  have  commanded  me  to  impeacb  the 
said  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimen,  of  high 
treason,  and  other  high  crimes  and  misdemea- 
nours :  And  J  do  here  in  their  namesi  and  in 
the  names  of  ail  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain, 
impeach  Robert,  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl  Mor- 
timer of  high  treason,  and  other  high  crimes 
and  misdemeaners.  I  am  farthef  commanded 
by  tbe  Houj«e  of  Commons  to  pray  and  demand 
of  yoor  lordships,  that  the  earl  of  Oxford  and 
earl  Mortimer  may  be  sequestered  from  parlia- 
ment^ and  forthwith  committed  to  safe  custody/' 

The  Articles  of  Impeachmevt  aoaivst 

THE  "EaAL  of  OxFOBO  AND  EaEL  MoRTIMER.] 

After  this,  tbe  lord  Coningsby,  attended  by 
most  of  those  members  who  voted  for  the  im- 
peachment, went  up  to  tbe  House  of  Peers, 
and  at  their  bar  impeached  Robert  earl  of  Ox- 
ford and  earl  Mortimer,  in  the  form  above  men- 
tioned ;  and  then  left  with  their  lordships  tbe 
Articles  of  Impeachment  against  tbe  said  earl, 
which  were  read  as  follows : 

ARTICLES  OF  IMPEACHMENT  of  Hijh 
Treason,  and  other  High  Crimes  and  Mis* 
demeanors,  against  ROBERT  Earl  of 
OXFORD  and  Earl  MORTIMER. 

**  Whereas  maoy  solemn  treaties  and  alli- 
ances, have  been  formerly  entered  into,  between 
the  crown  of  England  and  other  Princes  and 
Potentates  of  Europe,  for  ^leir  mutual  safe^ 
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and  from  the  considerations  of  the  common 
danger  wliich  threatened  all  Christendom  from 
the  immoderate  growth  of  the  power  of  France : 
and  whereas  the  preventing  the  monarchy  of 
Snain  from  coming  into  the  liaods  of  the  House 
01  Bourbon  has  for  many  fears  been  a  fanda- 
mental  principle  and  maxim  of  union  •  among 
the  Allies  in  order  to  preserve  a  just  balance 
of  power  in  Europe ;  and,  to  that  end^  as  the 
designs  of  France  on  the  monarchy  of  Spain 
liave  from  time  to  time  appeared,  new  treaties 
and  express  stipulations  have  been  entered  into 
amount  the  Allies,-  to  strengthen  themselves 
against  that  approaching  danger ;  and,  on  this 
ronndation,  a  treaty  for  an  intended  partition, 
whereby  a  small  part  only  of  the  dominions  of 
the  crown  of  Spam  was  allotted  to  the  house  of 
Bourbon,  was  condemned  b^  the  wisdom  of  Par- 
liament, as  being  highly  prejudicial  and  fatal  in 
its  consequences  to  £agland,  and  the  peace  of 
Europe;  and    whereas,  the  duke  of^Anjou, 
grandson  to  the  king  of  France,  on  the  demise 
of  Charles  the  Sod,  king  of  Spain,  took  posses- 
sion of  the  entire  monarchy  of  Spain,  whereby 
the  balance  of  power)  the  Protestant  Eeligion 
and  the  liberties  of  Europe,  were  threatened 
with  immediate  danger;  whereupon  Leopold 
then  emperor  of  Germany,  his  latem^U^sty  king 
William  thlie  third  of  ever-glorious  memory«ana 
th^  States  General  of  the  United  Provinces, 
finding,  at  that  most  critical  juncture,  that  a 
strict  conjunction  and  alliance  between  them- 
selves was  become  necessary,  for  repelling  the 
greatness  of  the  common  danger  from  so  great 
•a  accession  of  power  to  the  then  common 
^emy,  did,  in  the  year  ofoar  Lord,  1701,  make 
form  and  conclude,  a  new  treaty  and  idliance, 
whereby  it  was  agreed,  <<  That  there  shall  be 
and  continue  hetween  the  said  confedierates, 
hh  sacred  imperial  majesty,  his  sacred  royal 
majesty  of  Great  Britain,  and  the 'lords  the 
6mtes  General  of  the  United  Provinces,  a  con- 
stant, perpetual,  and  inviolable  friendship  and 
correspondence ;  Jind  that  each  party  shall  be 
obliged  to  promote  the  advantages  of  the  other 
and  prevent  all  inconveniencles  and  dangers 
that  might  happen  to  them,  as  far  as  lies  in 
their  power :  that  the  said  Allies  desiring  no- 
thing ro6re  earnestly  than  the  peace  and  ge- 
neral quiet  of  all  Europe,^  have  adjudged,  that 
nothii^can  be  more  effectoal  for  tlie  establish- 
ment thereof,  than'  the  procuring  an  equitable 
and  Vtfasouable  satisfaction  to  his  ihiperial  ma- 
jesty, fbr  his  pretension  to  tbe-^Spanmi  succes- 
sion \  ai)d  that  the  king  df  Great  Britain  and 
the  Stkte^  Generlil  may  obtain  a  particalarand 
sufficient  security  for  their  kingdoms,  provinces 
and  dominions,  and  for  the  navigation  and  com- 
merce of  their  subjects ;  that  the  said  confe- 
derates therefore  shall,  in  the  first  place,  endea- 
▼oof  by  amicable  means  to  obtmn  the  said 
satisfaction  ;  but  if,  contrary  to  their  expecta- 
tion and  wishes,  the  same  is  not  had,  the  said 
confederates  do  engsge  and  promise  to  on^  ano- 
ther, tW  they  will  assist  each  ot!ber  with  all 
t^ibrc^  accon}ii|gJ;o  a  specification  tp  b^ 
sgreedoponio  a  peculiar  confeotioD  for  that 


purpose  :  that  the  confederates,  in  order  to  thm 
procuring  the  satisfaction   and  security  afore- 
said,  shall,  amougst  other  things,  u»e  their  otr 
most  endeavours  to  recover  the  provinces  of  ibc 
Spanish  Low  Countries,  that  they  may  be  «. 
fence  and  rampart,  commonly  callai  a  Barrtery 
separating  and  dividing  France  from  the  United 
Provinces,  for  the  security  of  the  ^^tates  General 
as  the/  have  served  in  all  times,  till  of  late  ihat 
the  most  Christian  king  has  seiaed  them  hy  bia 
forces  ;  as  likewise  the  duchy  of  Milan,  witb 
its  dependances,  as  a  fief  of  tlie  empi/e,  «ik1 
contribution  to  the  security  of  his  imperial  m«- 
je«tj's  hereditary  dominions  :  besides  the  king- 
doms of  Naples  and  Sicily,  and  the  lauds  Aud 
Islands  upon  the  coast  of  Tuscany  in  the  Me- 
diterranean,  that  belonged  to  the  Spanish  dc^ 
minions,  and  may  serve  to  the  same  purpose^ 
and  will  be  also  of  advantage  to  the  navigation 
and  commerce  of  the  subjects  of  the  king  of 
Great  Britain  and  of  the  United  Provinoes  : 
that,  in  case  the  confederates  shall  be  forced  to 
enter  into  a  war,  for  obtaining  the  satisfai^tioB 
aforesaid  for  his  imperial  miyesty,  and  the  se- 
cud^  of  his  miyesty  of  Great  Britain  and  the 
States  General,  they  shall  faithfully  commMoir 
cate  their  designs  to  oae  aimther,  as  well  in  re- 
lation to  the  actions  of  the  war,  as  aU.  Qthv 
thin^  wherein  the  common  cause  is  concerifs^: 
that  it  shall  not  be  permitted  to  either  partj, 
when  the  war  is  once  begun,  to  treat  of  pe»Qe 
with  the  enemy,  unless  jointhr  and  hy  &  coa%- 
munication  of  counsels;  and  no  peace  shall  be 
made  unless  an  equitable  and  reasonable  satis- 
faction for  his  imperial  miyesty,  and  the  paiti- 
cuiar  security  of  the  kingdoms,  provinces^  do- 
minions, navigations,  and  commerce,  for  his 
majesty  of  Great  Britain  and  the  Sta^s  General 
be  first  obtained ;  and  unless  care  be  tal^en, 
by  fitting  security,  that  the  kingdoms  of  France 
and  Spain  shall  never  come  and  be  nnited  under 
the  same  government,  nor  that  one  and  the  same 
person  shall  he  king  of  both  kingdoms,  and  parti- 
cularly, that  the  French  shall  never  get  into  the 
possession  of  the  Spanish  Indies  ;    neither  sba{l 
th^  be  permitted  to  sail  thither,  on  the  acco^»nt 
of  traffic  directly,  or  an^  pretence^  whatsoever; 
and  lastly,  unless  full  hberty  be  granted  unto 
the  subjects  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain  and 
the  States  General,  to  exercise  and  enjoy  all  the 
same  privileges,  rights,  immunities  and   fran- 
cliises  of  commerce,  by  sea  and  land,  in  Spaiq, 
the  Mediterranean,  and  all  Unds  and  places 
which  the  king  of  Spain  last  deceased  did  pos- 
sess at  the  time  of  his  death,  as  well  in  EiOrope 
as  elsewhere,  which  they  used  and  enjoyed  or 
which  the  subjects  of  both  ox  either  of  theos  1^ 
any  right,  acquired  by  treaties,  agreements, 
customs,  or  any  other  way  whatsoever,  might 
have  u^  and  enjoyed  before  the  deat)i  of  the 
laiekineof  3paiM  :  that,  at  th^  same  time  that 
the  said  agreement  m  peace  shAU  be  made,  the 
confederates  shall  agree   amongst  themselves 
ahqpt  all  the  things,  that  they  shall  think  ne- 
cessary, for  maintaining  the  navigation  and 
Gomln^rcft  of  di^  su|>jecu  of  his  mi^esty  ef 
breat  Britaia  and  the  States  General  ia  tht 
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Un'dt  tad  ffominiond  tlii'y  maj  acquire,  and 
diBt  freie  possessed  by  the  laie  deceased  king 
f>f  5patD ;  and  abo  in  what  manner  the  States 
Oeaerd  m^  be  secured  by  the  aforesaid  Fence 
or  Barri^r.'^  .And  vrbereas  his  said  late  ma^ 
jesty  king  WiiJiam  and  ilie  States  General,  se- 
rioasiy  censiderinx  that  France  «rai  then  be- 
come S6  formidaUetireni  the  accession  of  Spain 
to  chedtike  of  Anjou,  tHat,  in  the  opinion  of  all 
the  woridy  Europe  tvas  in  danger  of  loeios  her 
liberty  and  undergoing  the  ltfa?y  yoke  of  oni* 
versal  monarchy ;  and  that  the  surest  means  of 
efiectiag  that  design  were,  to  divide  the  king  of 
Great  BritatQ  from  the  States  General,  ibr 
which  purpose  all  imaginable  efforts  would  be 
Bade :  they  therefore  thought  it  necessary  to 
aoite  in  the  strictest  manner  that  was  possible ; 
aad,  to  that  end,  a  defensive  treaty  and  alliance 
w«  amduded  and  entered  into  between  them. , 
inoraboBt  die  month.of  November  1701,where- ' 
io  it  was,  among  other  things,  agreed, ''  Thnt, 
the  said  High  A  Hies  should  be  jointly  en- 


^eA  in -war,  by  reason  of  tlus  defensive  alii 
aace  before  mentioned  in  the  fifth  article,  or  on 
toy  other  account,  there  shall  be  an  offensive 
aoifdefensiTe  tod  perpetual  alliance  between 
tfeem,  ag^st  those  with  whom  the  war  shall  be, 
and  all  their  forces  shall  be  employed  by  sea 
and  land,  and  they  shall  act  in  cdnjunction  or 
separately,  as  it  shall  be  agreed  between  them  'J^ 
that,  since,  in  the  alliance  with  the  emperor, 
made  io  September  last,  particular  care  was 
takeir  of  the  recovery  of  the  Spanish  Low 
Countries  out  of  the  hands  of  the  most  Christian 
king,  the  said  confederates  expressly  engage  to 
aid  one  another  with  all  their  forces,  wt  the 
recovery  of  the  same  ;  and  in  regard  the  prin- 
eipal  interest  of  the  said  confederates  consists 
io  tbe  preservation  of  the  liberties  of  Europe, 
the  betore-noentioned  treaty  with  the  emperor 
shaH  be  fiatthfully  and  sincerely  executed,  and 
both  sides  shall  guaranty  the  same,  and  use 
their  endeavours  to  confirm  and  render  it  more 
strong  from  time  to  time  :  that,  in  making 
peace,  particular  care  shall  be  tak.en  of  the 
commerce  and  traffic  of  both  nations ;  as  also 
for  their  security,  as  well  in  regard  to  the  Low 
Coontries,  as  thecountries  adjacent :  that  when 
the  war  is  be^dA,  the  confederates  shall  act  in 
concert,  mccordM^  to  theseventhand  eighth  ar- 
ticles of  the  treaty  of  the  dd  of  March  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  1677-8,  between  England  and 
HoUaad,  which  is  hereby  renewed  and  con« 
firmed  ;  and  no  peace  nor  trnc^,  or  suspension 
of  arnu,  shall  be  negotiated  or  made,  bot  ao- 
oofdtng  CO  the  ninUi  and  tenth  articles  of  that 
treaty ;  by  which  it  was  agreed,  ^*  that^  when 
the  two  ailaes  come  once  to  an  open  war,,  it 
ibafi  be  lawful  for  neither  of  them  afterwards  to 
cone  to  any  cessation  of  arms  with  him  who 
findl  be  dedared  and  proclaimed  on  enemy, 
witbcmt  ft  be  done  conjoidtly  and  with  com- 
Boo  consent  ^  that  no  negotiation  of  peace 
shaQ  be  set  />n  foot  by  one  of  the  allies  without 
the  concurrence  of  th6  other :  that  each  ally 
ahaU  omtinnaiiy,  and  from  time  to  time,  impart 
to  the  odser   every  tbiog   thai*  pmet    xh 


the  said  negotiation  ;  and  shall  stipulate  with 
the  common  enemy  for  the  same  right^,  immo* 
nities,  exceptions,  and  prerogatives,  for  his  alty,  . 
as  he  does  for  himself,  if  so  be  the  said  alhes  do 
not  agree  to  the  contrary.''  -  And  whereas  the 
French  king,  having  j^otpossession  of  a  great  part 
of  the  Spanish  Domroions,  exercised  an  anso- 
lute  autnority  oVef  that  monarchy,  having  sei^d 
Milan  and  the  Spanish  Low  Countries  by  his 
armies,  and  made  himself  master  of  Cadie,  of 
the  lentriince  into  the  Mediterranean,  and  of 
the  ports  of  the  Spanish'  West  Indies,  by  bis 
fleets,  every  where  designing  to ,  invade  the  li- 
berties of  Europe,  and  to  obstruct  the  freedom 
of  navigation  and  commerce  ;  and,  instead  of 
giving  die  satisfaction  that  ought  justly  to  be 
expected,  had  proceeded  to  mrther  violences 
and  had  taken  on  him  to  declare  the  pretended 
prince  of  Wales,  king  of  England,  Sconandy  and 
Ireland,  and  had  also  influenced  Spain  to  con- 
cur in  the  same  affiront ;  her  late  majesty  queen 
Anne,  taking  notice,  **  That  she  found  herself 
obliged,  for  maintaining  the  public  faith,  ibr 
vindicating  the  honour  of  the  crown,  and  to 
prevent  the  mischief  which  all  Europe  wm 
threatened  with,  to  declare  war  against  France 
and  Spain,"  did  accordingly,  in  the  month  of 
May  1702,  in  the  most  public  and  solemn 
manner  declare  war  against  France  and  Spain-; 
and,  in  the  said  declaration,  placing  her  entire 
confidence  in  the  help  of  Aftnighty  God,  in  so 
just  and  necessary  an  undertaking,  declared^ 
**  That  she  would,  in  conjunction  with  her  al- 
lies, rigorously  prosecute  the  same,  both  by 
sea  and  land  ;  bein^  assured  of  the  ready  Con-* 
currency  of  her  subjects,  ih  a  caUse  they  had 
.so  openly  nnd  heartily  espoused  i"  And  bis  ira* 
perial  majesty  and  their  high  mightinesses, 
pursuant  to  the  treaties  aforementioned,  res- 
pectively, in  or  about  the  said  month  of  May 
1702,did  likewise  declare  war  against  France  and 
Spain :  And  whereas  the  kings  of  Portugal  and 
Prussia,  the  electors  of  Hanover,  Sixohy^ 
Treves,  Ment2,  Palatine  of  the  Rhine,  the 
duke  of  Savoy,  the  prince  of  Hesse,  the  d^ikes 
of  Wolfembattle,  Mechlenbnrg,  and  Wirtem» 
burg,  the  circles  of  Suabia  and  Franconia,  and. 
of  Ui^  Upper  Rhine,  the  bishops  of  Munsttr 
and  Ck)nstance,  and  other  princes  and  ppwers, 
being  invited  by  the  said  grand  alliance,  and  re- 
lying on  the  faith  therfeoV  did  afterwards  be- 
come parties  to  the  said  confederate  war 
against  France  and^  Spain  ;  and,  in  the 
treaty  entered  into  in  or  about  the  month  of 
May  170d,  between  his  imperial  majesty,  th^ 
queen  of  Great  Britain,  the  States  General, 
and  the  king  of  Portugal,  it  is,  amongst  other 
things,  expressly  stipulated,  **  That  no  peace  nof 
trnce  shall  be  made,  bnt  by  the  mutual  coo* 
sent  of  all  the  confederates ;  nor.  shall  anya* 
any  time  be  made,  whilst  the  second  ^grandson 
of  the  most  Christian  king,  by  the  Dauphin,  or 
any  other  prince  of  the  line  oO^rance,  continues 
in  Spain ;  nor  unless  tlie  crown  of  Pnrtneal 
shall  fully  possess  and  enjoy  all  the  lands^ 
kingdoms,  isles,  castles,  cities,  towns,  i&o. 
with  their    territories    kad   dnteodmees,  ia 
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Spain  or  elsewhere,  whicb  it  oow  posses* 
ses  ;*'  aud  in  the  treaty  of  Norlingeo,  ratified 
by  her  late  majesty,  ii  is,  amongst  laher  things, 
expressly  agreed'*  that  it  shall  not  be  allowed  tu 
make  particular  treaties;  but  the  peace  shall  be 
jointly  treated  of,  and  shkll  not  be  concluded, 
without  obtaining,  as  for  as  is  possible,  the  re- 
union of  the  lands  belonging  to  the  circles,  and 
nntily  at  least,  the  security  of  the  associated  cir- 
cles be  absolutely  provided  for  in  the  best  man- 
ner that  is  possible,  and  better  than  it  lias  for- 
merly been.''  And  whereas  to  give  the  greatest 
strength  that  was  possible  to  the  union  so  ne- 
cessary to  both  nations,  her  late  majesty  and 
the  States,  by  a  treaty  in  the  month  of  June 
1701, renewed  and  confirmed  all  treaties  and 
alliances  then  subsisting  between  them ;  and 
therein  it  is  amongst  other  things,  expressly 
and  particularly  stipulated,  <<  That,  as  the  said 
most  serene  queen  and  the  lords  the  Stares 
General  are  now  in  war  with  France  and  Spain, 
and  are  reciprocally  bound  to  assist  each  otiier, 
and  mutually  to  defend,  maintain,  and  preserve 
their  countries  and  ^ubjecu,  in  their  possessions, 
immunities,  and  hberties,  as  well  of  navigation 
and  commerce,  as  other  rights  whatsoever  by 
tea  and  land,  against,  and  in  opposition  to,  aU 
kings,  princes,  and  states,  and  particularly 
against  France  and  Spain,  to  the  end  a  just 
and  reasonable  peace  may.  the  better  be  ob- 
tained, af>d  may  d^tablish  the  repose  and  tran- 
quillity of  Europe  ;  it  is  agreed,  between  the 
most  serene  queen  of  Gre^t  Britain  and  the 
aaid  lords  tbeScates  General,  that  neither  of 
the  said  allies  shall  make  a  suspension  of  arms, 
or  a  peace,  with  France  or  Spain,  or  any  other 
Jungf  prince,  or  state,  wh'>  shall  molest  or  at- 
tack eitber  of  the  said  allies,  but  in  conjunction, 
and  by  common  consent."  And  whereas  the 
aaid  war  was,  for  several  years,  carried  on  with 
vif^r  and  unanimity,  by  her  majesty  and  her 
■lEes,  at  a  vast  expense  both  of  blood  and 
treasure ;  for  the  support  of  which,  on  the 
part  of  England,  'many  millions  have  been 
granted  by  parliament ;  who  on  many  occa- 
aions  since,  continued  not  only  to  e^Lpress  their 
aense  of  the  justice  and  necessity  of  the  war, 
but  did  frequently  give  their  humble  advke  to 
the  throne,  **  That  no  peace  could  be  safe,  bo- 
Aonrable  or  lasting,  so  long  as  the  kingdoiA 
of  Spain  and  the  West  Indies  continued  in  the 

n session  of  any  branch  of  the  house  of  Bour- 
I :"  And  whereas  it  pleased  Almighty  God 
to  grant  to  the 'confederate  arms,  under  the 
command  of  their  iireat  and  victorious  general 
the  duke  'of  Marlboroug^,  such  unparalleled 
•accesses  as  exceeded  even  their  own  hopes 
and  the  fears  of  the  enemy ;  and  by  the  many 
signal  victories  of  Schelleuberg,  Hochbtedt, 
Audenarde,  and  Ramellies,  as  well  as  the 
conquests  oF  the  Electdrates  of  Bavaria  and 
Colot^ne,  and  the  reduction  of  the  Spanii»h 
Netherlands,  aod  many  oth^r  great  advantages 
both  by  sea  and  land,  and  by  the  wisdom  and 
unanimity  of  their  councils,  the  glory  of  the 
confederate  arms,  and  the  reputation  of  Great 
Sritaio  in  particalari  was  raised  io  an  higlier 


pkch  than  in  any  former  age  t   Ajid    wbertat 
her  late  majesty  m  conjunction  with'  her  allies^ 
wisely  foreseeing,  that,   whenever   the  enemy 
should  be  brought  to  make  overtures  of  peace 
the  surest  way  to  put  an  end  to  the  war,  anc 
prevent  France  from   putting  in  practice  ber 
usual  intrigues,  was,  by  previcnisly  msiating  oj 
such  conditions  from    France,   that     nothing 
might  remain  to  be  done  in  a  general  assembly, 
but  to  give  them  the  form  of  a  treaty,  and,  for 
those  reasons,  a  ptpliminary  treaty  was  conclud- 
ed on,  and  was  afterwards  signed  by  the  Pleni* 
potentiaries  of  his  imperial  majesty,  of  ber  late 
majesty  the  queen  of  Great  Britain,  and   of  the 
lords  of  the  States  General  of  the  United  Pro- 
vinces, and  afterwards  ratified  by  their  priDci- 
pals,  wherein  the  interests  of  the  several  alliefr- 
were  adjusted,  in  order  to  a  general  treaty  of 
peace  with  France ;  and  therem  the  restitution 
of  the  Spanish  monarchy  to  the  hous#  of  Aus- 
tria, bemg  one  of  the  chief  causes  for  carrying 
on  the  war,  is  laid  down  as  an  immutable  foun- 
dation among  the  allies  :  and  whereas   ia   the 
year  of  our  Lord    1709,   the  king  of  France^ 
having  first  signified  his  consent  to  the  restitu- 
tion of  the  Spanish  monarchy  to  the  house  ol 
Austria,  sent  his  ministers  to   the  Hague,  t< 
treat  with  the  ministers  of  the  principal  allien 
on  a  general  peace ;  and  in  the  conferences 
held  then  upon,  the  interests  of  all  the  allies,  as 
adjusted  iu  the  said  pteliminaries,  were  posi- 
tively and  expressly  agreed  to  by  tlie  ministers 
of  France,  and  particularly  that  of  tlie  reatitu-  I 
tjon  of  the  entire  Spanish  monarchy  to   tha  ' 
house  of  Austria ;    and  the  said  negociation 
was  ajfterwards  broka  on  no  other  dispote  bot 
on  the  37 th  article  of  the  preliminary   treaty, 
concerning  the  time  and  manner  of  evacaating 
Spain:    and  whereas,  t3ie  conferences  being 
resumed  at  Gertruydenberg,  in  the  year  of  oor 
Lord  1710,  the  said  37  th  article  became  the  only 
subject  of  the  negociation  which  was  there  set 
on  foot,  for  the  finding  out  some  equivalent,  bj 
which  the  same  security  niight  be  given  to  tbe 
allies  as  they  had  by  the  37th  article  of'  tbe 
said  preliminaries;  and  though  it  was  unquea* 
tionable,  that  before  any  negociation  was  be* 
gun,  that  while'the  preliminaries  were  treating 
that  by   those  preliminaries  themselves,  that 
before  tbe  last  negociation  was  resumed^  and 
all  the  while  it  lasted,  the  restitution  qf  Spain 
and  the  Indies  was  laid  down  as  a  firm  and  im-  | 
moveable  foundation  of  the  negociation,  and 
no  question  remained  concerning  it,  with  the 
ministers  of  the  allies,  or  those  of  France,  but 
touching  the  security  for  its  execution  ;  and 
though  all  reasonable  and  prudent  overtures 
were  made  by  the  allies,  for  settling  an  equi- 
valent ;  yet  the  conferences  were  broke  off  by 
France,  without  any  satisfaction  therein  :  and 
whereas  the  sincere  intentions  of  all  the  allies, 
to  have  -settled  the  peace  of  Europe  on  solid 
and  equitable  foundations,  were  notorious  and 
incontestable,  and  the  rupture  of  the  said  ne> 
gociations  could  only  be  imputed  to  the  enemy; 
her  sacred  majesty,  in  conjunction  with  her 
allies,  renewed   their  resolutions  to  contimit 
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ftnd  posb  the  war  witii  vigooTy  ani  to  make  all 
pomie  cflforts,  as  the  only  means  left  to  force 
a  good  and  general  peace :  and  her  majesty,  in 
ber  speech  from  the  throne,  en  the  fifteenth  of 
Noreoibir  1709,  taking  notice  of  the  endea* 
'^Toursof  the  etiemy,  during  the  said  negocia- 
•HioDS,  to  amuse  and  create  jealousies  ambng 
'(the  allies,  declared  her  resentment  thereat,  and 
t^aarnestij  recommended  "  the  carrying  on  the 
war,  and  a  Tigoroos  prosecution  of^  t6e  advan- 
t^es  obtained,  that  she  might  put  the  last 
fauid  to  that  great  work,  of  reducing  the  ex- 
orbitant and  oppressive  power,  which  had  so 
long  threatened  the  liberties  of  Europe/'  And 
it  IttLTing  pleased  Almighty  God  after  the  said 
preBoiiDary  treaty,  to  bless  the  confederate 
anny,  mider  the  command  of  their  consummate 
*  general  thednke  of  Marlborough,  with  new  and 
c^nal  conquests,  the  reduction  of  T^umay,  the 
victory  of  Tasnieres,  the  taking  of  Mons  and 
Doway,  Bethune,  St.  Venant,  and  Aire,  and 
tiie  penetrating  the  lines  near  the  Soarpe  :  and 
'  whereas,  from  the  prosperous  condition  of  the  af- 
fairs of  the  allies,  and  the  wisdom,  firmness,  and 
imanimity  of  their  councils,  nothing  remained, 
^  in  all  human  appearance,  but  that  they  should 
^reap  the  fruits  of  all  their  victories,  in  a  speedy, 
''  just,   honourable,  and  lasting  peace ;  and,  on 
the  other  hand,  nothing  was  left  to  raise  the 
Iwpes  of  the  enemy,  whereby  to  ,  defeat  that 
happy  prospect,  but  the  success  of  their  secret 
endeavoors  to  disunite  the  confederacy  :  and 
whereas,  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl  Mor- 
timer,  with  other  evil  minded  persons,  enemies 
to  the  true  interests  of  their  own  country,  as 
well  as  to  the  common  liberties  and  welfare  of 
Europe,  having  by  many  wicked  arts  and  base 
insimiation%  obtained  access  to  her  late  ma- , 
jesty  queen  Anne  ;  and  in  or  about  the  months 
ofiuly  or  August  1710,  being  admitted  into 
ber  councils,  and  into  places  of  the  highest 
trust ;  and  to  make  way  for  their  wicked  en- 
tecproes,  did  by  their  evil  counsel  and  advice, 
prevail  on  ber  majesty  to  dissolve  a  parliament, 
which  bad    given    tne  most    unquestionable 
proofii  of  their  great  wisdom,  and  of  their  true 
teal  for  the  common  cause  ;  for  which  as  well 
'  &r  the  many  marks  of  duty  and  affection  given 
to  her,  her  majesty  returned  her  hearty  thanke, 
and  expressed  ^her  great  satisfaction:     and 
wheceas  the  said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl 
Mortimer,  and  others  his  accomplices,    had 
forhied  a  treacherous  correspondence  with  the 
emissaries  of  France,  by  means  whereof  cer- 
tain propositions  were  transmitted  from  France 
to  England,    signed  by  Monsieur  de   Torcy 
•ecretary  of  the  king  of  France,  in  the  month 
of  April  1711,  to  be  the  basis  of  a  treaty  of  a 
general  peace ;  which  propositions,  though  her 
migesty  was  prevailed  on,  oy  the  false  counsels 
'  of  Qte  said  RoBert  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl  Mor- 
timer and  others,  to  receive  as  a  sufficient 
foundation  for  a  treaty  of  a  general  peace,  and 
as  such  to  communicate  them  to  the  grand  pen- 
sionary and  the  ministers  of  Holland  ;  her  ma- 
jesty however'  was  graciously  pleased,  at  the 
tame  time  to  declare  to  them  her  pleasure,  by 
Vol.  VIL 


her  secretary  of  state,  ''That,  being, re- 
solved, in  making  peace  as  in  making  war,  to 
act  in  perfect  ^concert  with  the  States,  slt« 
would  not  lose  a  moment  in  transmitting  a 
paper  of  that  importance;  and  that  though  the 
propositions  were  general,  and  contained  an 
air  of  complaisance  to  her  majesty,  and  the 
contrary  towards  the' States;  yet  that  could 
have  no  ill  consequences,  as  long  ta  her  majes- 
ty and  the  States  understood  one  another,  and^ 
acted  with  as  little  reserve  as  became  two 
powers  so  nearly  allied  in  interest ;  and  that 
the  Pensionary  should  be  assured,  thiit  that 
rule  should  be  inviolably  kept  on  her  part.*^ 
Which  gracious  declaration  of  her  majesty,  at 
well  as  the  said  propositions,  being  maturely 
considered  by  the  grand  P<;nsicnary  and  t^p 
ministers  of  Holland;  an  answer  was  returaed 
fh>m  them  to  her  majesty,  full  of  duty  and 
thankfulness  for  the  obliging  manner  in  which 
she  was  pleased  to  communicate  the  said  pro- 
positions ;  and  with  the  utmost  assurances  of 
mutual  confidence,  so  necessary  to  prevent  the 
designs  of  the  enemy  ;  but  more  particularly, 
that  the  States  desired  equally  with  Great  Bri- 
tain, to  have  a  general,  definitive,  and  lasting  ^ 
ffoace  ;  and  de^ared,  "  That  they  were  ready 
to  join  in  all  the  most  proper  measures  to  pro- 
cure it;  that  the  propositions  were  yet  too 
general ;  and  that  the  States  desire,  as  Great 
Briuin  did,  that  France  would  explain  herself 
more  particularly  upon  the  points  therein  con-  * 
tained,  and  impart  a  plan  which  she  thinks  the 
most  proper  to  secure  the  interest  of  the  allies, 
and  settlejhe  repose  of  Europe ;  -afler  which, 
a  more  particular  ne^ociation  might  be  en- 
tered into/'  Notwithstanding  all  which  pre- 
mises, 

Aeticle  I. 

"  He  the  said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl 
Mortimer,  having  no  regard  to  the  honour  or 
safety  of  her  late  mnjesty  or  her  kingdoms,  or 
to  the  many  solemn  engagements  she  was  then 
^in^er  to  the  old  and  faithUii  allies  of  this  nation, 
or  to  the  common  liberties^  of  Europe;  but, 
being  devoted  to  the  interest  and  service  of  the 
French  king,  the  common  enemy,  and  being 
then  lord  high  treasurer  of  Great  Britain  and 
one  of  her  majesty's  most  honourable  privy 
council,'  cci>trary  to  his  oath,  and  in  violation 
of  his  duty  and  trust,  and  in  defiance  of  the 
tetior  of  the  several  treaties  aforementioned,  or 
some  of  them,  as  well  as  the  frequent  advices 
of  parliament,  and  the  many  declarations  of 
her  majesty  from  the  throne  ;  but  mure  parti- 
cularly in  detiance  of  the  solemn  an^  mutual 
assurances  which  had  been  so  lately  renewed 
between  her  majesty  and  the  States,  to  act  in 
perfect  concert  winh  them,  in  making  peace* 
as  in  making  War;  did^n  ur  ab^ut  the  months 
of  July  $>r  August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1711, 
maliciously  and  wickedly,  form  'a  most  trea- 
cherous and  pernicious  contrivance  and  con- 
federacy with  other  evil  disposed  persons,  then 
also  of  her  majesty's  privy  council,  to  set 
on  fbot   a  '  private,  sbparHtfj^^  dishonourable'i 
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Mad  dcttructiTe  nqcociatioa  of  peace  between 
Great  Britain  andFrancey  witnouc  any  cow- 
QiUiiication  thereof  to  her  majesty's  allies^  ac- 
cording to  their  seteraf  treaties  ;  and  was  not 
only  wantMij^  in  his  duty  and  trust  to  her  ma- 
jesty, by  not  opposing,  and  as  far  as  was  in  his 
poMer,  by  not  advising  her  inajfesty  against 
going  into  any  private  separate  negociation. 
viith  France;  but  in  execution  of  his  purposes 
atoresaid,  he  the  said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford 
and  earl  Mortimer  did  advise  her  late  majesty 
to  send  Matthew  Prior,  esq.  directly  to  the 
court  of  France,  to  make  propositions  of  peace, 
without  communicaiing  the  sairne  to  her  mar 
jesty's  allies ;  and  accordingly  the  said  Mat-- 
thew  Prior,  by  the  advice,  and  with  the  privity, 
ef  him  the  said  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl  Mor- 
timer, and  other  false  and  evil  counsellors,  in 
or  about  the  months  of  July  or  August  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  1711,  was  sent,  in  a  clandes- 
tine manner,  from  England  to  France,  and  did 
communicate  the  said  propositions  of  peace  to 
the  ministers  of  France,  m  which  the  particu- 
lar interests  of  Great  Britain,  as  well  as  the 
common  interests  of  Europe,  were  shamefully 
betrayed  ;  and  in  manifestation  of  his  said  de- 
sign to  exclude  her  majesty's  allies  from  their 
just  share k)  ttiesaid  negociations,  an  express  ar- 
tiple  was  inserted  in  the  said  propositions,  by 
the  privity  and  advice  of  him  the  said  Robert 
earl  of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer,  <*  that  the 
secret  should  be  inviolably  kept,  till  allowed 
to  be  divulged  by  the  mutual  consent  of  both 
parties ;"  although  tlie  French  king  had  in  the 
'  propositions  signed  ^by  Monsieur  de  Torcy,  and 
transmitted  in  the  month  of  April  preceding, 
odTered  to  treat  with  tne  plenipotentiaries  of 
England  and  Holland  alone,  or  jointly  with 
thiise  of  the  allies,  at  the  choice  of  En^aod  : 
By  which  treacherous  and  dangerous  advice,  he 
the  said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl  Mor- 
timer did  not  only  contrive  and  set  on  foot  a 
negociation  of  peace,  more  advantageous  to 
France  than  even  France  itself  had  asked; 
bMt  thereby  did  put  into  the  power  of  the 
common  enemy  to  create  incurable  jealou- 
sies and  discords  between  her  majesty  and 
her  faithful  allies,  and  to  destroy  d^at  con- 
fidence, which  bad  sa  long,  and  so  success- 
fully, been  cultivated  between  them,  and  which 
was  so  necessary  for  their  common  safety. 

Articlb    II. 

*'  That  the  French  king,  laying  hnld  of  the 
said  treacherous  overture,  set  on  foot  in  manner 
afore&aid,  did,  in  or  about  the  naouths  of  August 
or  September  in  theyear  of  our  Lord  1711,  send 
over  MoDsiear  Mesnager  into  England,  to  carry 
on  a  clandestine  and  separate  negotiation  of 
peace ;  which  being  made  known  to  him  the 
said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl  Morti- 
mer, ha  did  afterwai-tfs,  in  the  said  month  of 
September  17 lly  secretly  and  unlawfully,  with- 
^  anv  colour  of  authpritv,  meet,  confer,  and  trear, 
with  the  said  SieiTr  JVfesnager,  on  the  negotia- 
tions or  a  peace  between  Great  Britain  uud 
france;  and  therein  he  did  advise  and  pro- 


mote the  making  a  private  and  separate  treatj 
or  agreement  between  the  said  crowns;  whici 
said  treaty  or  agreement  was  afterwards,  wici 
the  privity,  consent,  and  advice,  of  him  the  said 
Robert  can  of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimeryftgreedj 
concluded  on,  and  signed  by  the  said  Sieur  M,e^ 
nagei:,  on  the  patt  of  France ;  and  by  the  earl  oj 
Dartmouth  and  Henry  Saint  John  esqnire,  twq 
of  her  majesty's  principal  secretaries  ofatate^ 
in  behalf  of  her  late  majesty,  by  virtue  only  oi 
her  msi^esty*s  sign  manual  under  the  signet,  and 
without  the  least  knowledge  or  participatioQ  o« 
the  allies :  In  which  treaty,  the  immediate  in- 
terests even  of  Great  Britain  are  given  up  Co 
France,  and  the  duke  of  Anjou  is  admitted  to  be 
king  of  Spain ;  an  express  stipulation  being 
therein  made  with  the  Sieur  Mesnager,  in  the 
name,  and  (as  is  therein  alledged)  pursuant  to 
powers  from,  king  Philip  as  king  of  Spain^ 
whereby  he  the  said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  an<l 
earl  Mortimer  did  not  only  assume  to  hionself 
regal  power,  in  taking  upon  him  to  meet  anid 
treat  with  the  enemy  without  any  authority  or 
powers  from  hermiyes^,  but  did  what  in  hina 
lay  to  subvert  the  ancient  and  established  con- 
stitution of  the  government  of  these  kingdoms^ 
by  introducing  illegal  and  dangerous  methodsi  of 
transacting  the  roost  important  affairs  of  the 
state ;  and  bv  which  private  and  separate  treaty^ 
he  the  saicf  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl 
Mortimer  did  what  in  him  lay  to  dissolve  and 
cancel  the  many  solemn  treaties  her  majesty 
then  stood  engi^ed  in  to  her  good  and  ancient 
allies ;  and  wlyareby  her  majesty,  even  before 
any  thing  was  finally  settled  for  the  safety  or 
advantage  of  her  kingdom,  was  brought  to  this 
faUl  dileroma^  either  to  submit  to  the  dictates 
of  France,  in  the  progress  of  the  said  negotia- 
tion; or,  so  notorious  a  breach  of  nationalfiuth 
being  divulged  by  the  enemy,  from  thence  te 
lose  ail  future  confidence  of  her  good  allies. 

Article  III. 

«  That  the  said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and 
eacl  Mortimer,  the  better  to  disguise  and  carry 
on  the  aforesaid  private,  separate,  and  dangerous 
negotiation,  did,  together  with  other  em*dis- 
poseU  persons  then  in  high.trust  under  her  ma- 
jesty, contrive  and  advise  the  preparing  and 
forming  a  set  of  general  preliminaries,  in- 
tittded, '' Preliminary  Articles  on  the  part  of 
France,  to  come  to  a  general  peace  ;^  and 
that  the  same  should  be  signed,  hj  tlie  Sieur 
Mesnager  only :  And,  the  same  being  so  pre- 
pared and  signed  by  the  said  Sieur  Mesnager, 
he  the  said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  earll){or- 
timer  did^  contrary  to  his  duty  and  trust,  im- 
piously advise  her  sacred  majesty,  that  the  same 
should  be,  and  accordingly  they  were,  received  ' 
by  her  majesty,  and  communicated  to  the  mi- 
nisters of  the  allies  then  residing  in  Eugland,  as 
the  ground  of  a  general  negotiation  of  peace, 
and  as  if  the  same  wer^  the  oidy  transactions 
that  had  been  on  this  subject  between  Great 
Britpin  and  France ;  and,  to  this  end,  the  pri- 
vate treaty,  signed  as  aforesaid  by  the  earl  of 
Dartmouth  and  master  Saint  John  oo  the  part 
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•f  Eoglaiidy  and  by  the  said  Sieur  Me8iifi|;tr 
osifaepaitofFrancey  was,  by  tbe  eril  advice 
and  contrivance  of  him  the  said  Robert  earl  of 
Osford  aiid  earl  Mortimer,  and  others,  wilfulh 
and  induitrioiislj  concealed,  not  onljr  from  afl 
the  allies,  but  eren  firom  her  majestj's  council 
snd  her  parliament :  And  he  did  further  advise 
berma^tj,  nat  only  to  accept  the  said  general 
pretimtnanes;  but  in  her  name,  and  bv  her  au- 
thor!^, to  communicate  the  same  to  the  States 
Geberaly  as  a  sufficient  foundation  whereon  to 
a^ca  the  conferences  of  peace  with  France : 
Andy  the  more  effectually  to  cover  from  the 
States  General  the  |>erniciottS  steps  which'his  evil 
■Bflneiice  had  engaged  her  majesty  in  with  tbe 
eommoQ  enemy,  certain  instructions  were  pre- 
pared, and,  by  his  counsel  and  advice,  were 
signed  bv  her  majesty,  and  delivered  to  the  earl  of 
Soaffbrd,  ber  am bassador  to  tbe  States-  General; 
^^erein  tbe  said  earl  of  Straflferd  is  directed  to' 
TcpreKut  to  the  Pensionary  of  Holland,  and  to 
soch  others  as  diall  be  appointed  to  confer  ivirh 
fains,  '  That  when  ber  majesty  had  received,  in 
If  ay  Ust,  by  nis  exeellency*s  dispatches,  an'ac- 
oooot  of  the  sense  which  these  among  them 
mho  were  at  that  time  in  the  secret  had  of  the 
overtures  made  by  France  for  setting  a  general 
■sgotiation  of  peace  again  on  foot,  and  of  tbe 
answer  which  it  was  desired  might  be  returned 
to  tbe  propositions  signed  by  Monsieur  de  Torcy, 
her  majesty  did  immediately  acquaint  tbe  ene- 
my, "  That  their  offers  were  thought  by  ber  and 
by  tbe  Scates  General  neither  particular  nor  full 
esoogh ;  and  therefore  that  her  majesty  did  in- 
sist, that  they  should  form  a  distinct  project  of 
soch  a  peace  as  they  were  willing  to  conclude :" 
Whereas  no  such  instances  bad  been  made  *to 
the  enemy  on  ber  miijesty*s  behalf;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  notwithstanding  her  ro^esty  had  de- 
dared,  ^*  That  the  propositions  of  Mnnsieor  de 
Torcy  were  thou^t  by  her  and  the  StatesGeneral 
neither  particular  nor  full  enough  't^yet,  without 
any  farther  explication  from  the  enemy,  her 
Majesty  was  prevailed  en,  in  manner  aforesaid, 
to  send  over  propositions  to  France,  as  general 
and  ensnaring,  and  in-all  respects  as  destructive 
to  the  interests  of  Great  Bntain  and  lier  allies, 
as  tbe  propositions  of  Monsieur  de  Torcy ;  an«i 
tbesood  general  pretiminaries,  communicated  to 
the  States  in  manner  aforesaid,  were  calculated 
only  Co  amuse  and  deceive  them  into  a  general 
iMfoCiation  with  France ;  and  in  the  particulars 
abovcsaki,  as  well  as  in  several  others  the  said 
lastiuctioos  contained  matters  either  fiilse  or 
groseiy prevaricating  and  evasive:  By  which 
most  wicked  counsels  of  him  tbe  said  Robert 
eail  of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer,  that  nnqces- 
tbnahle  troth  and  *sacredness,  which,  hy  the 
laws  of  nations,  ought  to  accompany  and  con- 
sticdte  tbe  instructions  of  public  ambassadors  to 
princes  in  friendship  and  confederacy  a^inst 
the  CQinrooii  enemy,  was  roost  vilely  prostituted 
10  the  most  dangerous  purposes,  to  deceive  and 
■islend  her  majesty's  good  allies  in  matters  of 
lbs  gi-eatest  importance  to  their  own  interests; 
ssdthe  interests  of  these  kingdoms,  the  honour 
«f  ber  Bu^^ty's  sacred  peraoD,  and  of  the  im- 


perial crown  of  these  realms,  which  had  been 
raised  to  the  highest  pitch  of  glory  abroad,  and 
had  been  justly  held  in  venerauon  with  her 
good ,  allies,  was  scandalously  debased  and  be- 
trayed ;  and  the  royal  hand,  by  the  wicked  arts 
of  him  tbe  said  Robert  earl  t)f  Oxford  and  eaH 
Mortimer,  was  made  tbe  instrument  to  advance 
the  interest  of  the  common  enemy. 

Article    IV. 

"  That  whereas  the  earl  of  Strafford,  pursuant 
to  his  said  instructions,  had  communicated  the 
preliminaries,  signed  by  M.  Mesnager  only,  to 
the  States  General ;  who,  bfeing  justly  alarmed 
at  the  pressing  instances  m4de  on  the  part  of 
her  majesty,  tnat  conferences  should  be  opened 
on  propositions  as  geireral  akd  uncertain  as  td 
those  so  lately  offered  by  France  and  signed  by 
M.  de  Torcy,  and  their  High  Mightinesses  having 
been  unsuccessful  in  their  remonstrances  to  the 
earl  of  Strafford  against  opening  the  con- 
ferences upon  the  said  propositions,  did  send 
over  M.  Buys,  their  ambassador,  to  represent 
to  her  majesty, '  as  well  the  hazard  of  meeting 

*  tbe  ministers  of  France  before  the  essentia 
'  articles  were  first  settl^  by  special  prelimina- 

*  ries,  or  at  least  explain^  by  France,  and  made 
'specific;   as  likevvise  the  advantages  to  the 

*  enemy,  who,  being  but  one  body,  were  influ- 
'  enced  by  one  council,  and  directed  by  one 

*  power ;  whereas  the  confederates  consisted  of 
'  several  powers,  whose  interests  are  not  only 

<  distinct,  but  in  many  cases,  contrary  to  each 

*  other,  whereby  the  French  would  liave  a  fair 

*  opportunity  to  divide  the  allies,  when  it  would 

<  be  impossible  for  them  4o  break  in  upon 

<  France;*  and  further  to  represent, '  that  the 
'  propositions  themselves  were  in  some  instances 
'  very  prejudicial;  and  particularly  in  the  ar^ 

*  tides  of  commerce,  Dunkirk,  and  the  Union  of 
'  the  crowns  of  France  and  Spain  :'all  which  re- 
presentations of  the  said  Mr.  Boys,  by  the  evil 
influence  of  him  the  said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford 
and  earl  Mortimer  and  others,  were  rendered 
ineffectual.  But  in  order  to  prevail  upon 
the  States  General  to  open  tbe  conferences 
upon  the  said  genera)  preliminaries,  by  the 
management  and  contrivance  of  him  the  said 
Robert  earl  of  Oxford  'and  earl  Mortimer  aitd 
others,  an  occasion  was  taken  to  declar^  to  Mr. 
Buys,  at  a  committee  of  council,  in  her  nia« 
jesty's  name,  <  Her  constant  affection  and  good 

*  disposition  to  their  State,  and   to  the  pro* 

*  moting  their  interest,  and  to  treat  with  their 

<  High  Mightinesses  with  a  perfect  confidence 

*  and  harmony ;'  and  at  the  same  time,  he  the 
said  Robert  earl  of  ()xf«ird  and  earl  Mortimer 
did  then  falsely  and  maliciously  declnre,  or  laas 
privy  to  advising  and  consenting  that  it  should 
be  and  so  it  was  declared,  in  her  majesty's 
name,  *  That  she  had  made  no  separate  treaty 

*  with  France  :  nor  woifld  ever  make  any,  be- 
'  fore  she  had  fully  complin  with  all  eogage- 

*  meats  to  her  Allies ;  and  that  each  of  them 

<  should  have  an  opportunity  to  make,  good 
'  their  pretensions/ 

<*  By  which  falsei  scandaloQvand  dishonour* 
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«ble  assurances,  be  the  said  Robert  earl  of  Ox- 
ford aad  earl  Mortimer  did  not  onl^  high] j  dis- 
honour her  majesty,  by  whose  privity  the  said 
separate  treaty  with  France  had  been  before 
that  time  concluded  and  signed  :  but  their 
Hi^h  Mightinesses,  the  good  friends  and  anpient 
allies  other  majesty,  were  grossly  abusedf  and 
thereby  induced  to  enter  into  a  negotiation 
with  France  so  dangerous  in  itself,  and  so  fatal 
^n  its  coosequeuces. 

AftTICLE    V. 

"Tlmt  her  sacred  mnje^ty  queen  Anne 
having,  in  due  form  of  law,  and  ui^er  her  great 
seal,  constituted  the  right  reverend  John  lord 
bishop  of  Bristol  and  the  earl  of  Strafford  her 
plenipotentiaries,  with  full  powers,  to  meet, 
treat,  and  conclude,  with  the  plenipotentiaries 
of  the  confederates  and  those  whoifk  the  French 
king  shall  on  his  part  depute  for  that  purpose, 
the  conditions  of  a  good  and  general  peace, 
that  shall  be  safe,  honourable,  and,  as  far  as  is 
possible,  agreeable  to  the  reasonable  demands 
of  all  parties ;  he  the  said  Robert  earl  of  Ox- 
ford and  earl  Mortimer,  not  contenting  him- 
self to  abuse  the  royal  authority,  to  the  delusion 
of  the  States  General,  the  nearest  allies  of  the 
queen :  but  intending  the  universal  preiudice 
of  bis  imperial  majesty,  and  all  the  allies  of 
these  kingdoms  and  thereby  the  more  success- . 
fully  to  carry  on  the  measures  of  France, 
wherein  he  was  then  engaged,  contrived  and 
prepared  instructions,  or  was  privy  to,  consent- 
ing, and  advising  the  same,  for  her  majesty's 
•aid  plenipoteniiaries ;  which  she  was  prevailed 
upon,  by  the  said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and 
earl  Mortimer's  evil  counsel,  to  sign ;  and  the 
bame  were  delivered  to  the  said  plenipoteatia- 
rres ;  wherein,  among  other  things,  they  are 
instructed  to  the  eflfect  following;  videlicet, 
^  If  it  shall  be  thought  proper  to  begin  by  the 
^  disposition  of  the  Spanish  monarchy,  you  are 

*  to  ifisist,  Tbat  the  security  and  reasonable 

*  satisfaction  which  the*allies  expect,  and  which 

*  his  most  Christian  majesty  has  promised,  can- 

*  not  be  obtained^  if  Spain  and  the  West  Indies 

*  be  allotted  to  any  branch  of  the.  house  of 

*  Bourbon ;'  whereas  the  said  Robert  earl 
,of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortinter  had,  at  that  time 
privately  and  treacherously  negotiated  and 
agreed  with  the  ministers  of  France,  that  Spain 
axid  the  West  Indies  should  remain  in  a  branch 
of  \)\e  bouse  of  Bourbon ;  and  had  prevailed 
on  her  s^pred  majesty  to  be  party  to  the  said 
private  treaty,  wherein  the  same  is  necessarily 
implied :  and  the  said  plenipotentiaries  are 
further  instructed,  *  In  case  the  enemy  should 

*  object,  as  the  imperial  ministers  have  done» 

*  that  the  second  article  of  the  seven,  signed  by 

*  the  sieur  Mesnager,  implies,  that  the  duke  of 

*  Anjou  shall  continue  on  the  throne  of  Spain ; 

*  you  are  to  insist  that  those  articles,  as  &r  as 
'  they  extend,  are  indeed   binding  to  France  : 

*  but  that  they  lay  neither  us  nor  our  allies 
'  under  any  positive  obligation ;'  whereby  the. 
Mid  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer 


iMSely  entered  into  a  confederacy  and  cMluskm. 
even  with  the  ministers  of  the  enemy,  and  prcf 
vailed  on  her  majesty  to  give  her  royal  cooseot 
thereto,  the  more  effectually  to  iippose  on  hi* 
imperial  majesty  and  all  the  allies,  and  to  con- 
ceal bhe  said  secret  negotiations,  and  the  se- 
parate treaty  that  had  been  agreed  on  between 
Great  Britain  and  France.  And  the  said  Ro» 
bert  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer,  not 
only  in  the  particulars  before  mentioned,  boa 
in  many  others  contained  in  the  said  instriic* 
tions,  has  brought  a  lasting  reproach  on  the 
crown  of  these  realms,  and  grossly  violated  the 
many  treaties  wherein  her  sacred  majesty  was 
then  engaged  to  her  allies,  to  act  in  perfect 
concert  with  them  throughout  the  negotiation* 
of  peace. 

Article  VI. 

**  That,  the  conferences  of .  peace  beiogp 
opened  between  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the 
allies  and  those  of  the  enemy,  for  the  negotiat- 
ing a  general  peace,*  upon  the  mutual  aad 
most  solemn  engagements  amongst  the  alliet, 
not  only  to  aa  in  perfect  confidence  with  each. 
other,  but  to  promote  their  common  interest^ 
and  to  obtain  from  the  enemy  all  just  and  rea*. 
sonable  satisfaction ;  and  a  specific  explanation 
of  the  general  preliminaries  having  been  given 
in  by  the  enemy  at  Utrecht,  whereon  the  alliea. 
delivered  their  respective  demands;  by  the 
artifices  of  France,  and  the  aecret  encourage- 
ment and  concurrence  of  the  ministers  of  Great 
Britain,  the  progress  of  the  said  public  nego- 
tiation was  delayed  and  kept  in  suspense,  under 
pretence  of  the  eoemy^«  refusing  to  give  their 
answer  in  writing :  during  which  time,  be  the 
said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortidier^ 
again  assuming  to  himself  regal  power,  in  de- 
rogation of  the  royal  authority,  to  treat  of  peace 
with  France,  which  was  then  delegated  under 
the  great  seal  of  Great  Britain  to  hermajeatya 
plenipotentiaries  at  Utrecht :  and,  for  the  pro- 
moting the  designs  of  the  enemy,  to  the  ap* 
parent  destruction  of  the  common  cause  of  her 
majesty  and  her  allies,  contrary  to  the  known 
laws  and  constitution  of  this  kingdom,  in  direct 
violation  of  the  several  alliances  her  majesty 
then  stood  engaged  in,  and  in  opposition  to  the 
many  assurances  giveq  by  her  majesty  to  act 
in  concert  with  her  allies,  and  in  debance  of 
the  express  instructions  given  to  her  said  pleni^ 
potentiaries,  was  not  only  wantinginhb  dutj 
to  her  majesty,  as  far  as  in  him  lay,  to  have  pot 
an  end  to  and  prevented  anjr  further  private 
and  unlawful  nesotiations^with  France;  bat 
did,  with  others  his  accomplicef,  advise,  con- 
cur, continue,  and  promote,  ^  private,  separate 
and  unjustifiable  negotiation  of  peace  with 
France,  directly  from  En^and  to  France,  with- 
out any  communication  thereof  to  the  allies  ; 
and,  in  such  private  negotiations,  did  concert 
with  the  (ninisters  of  the  enemy,  terms  of  peace 
highly  prejudicial  to  the  interest  of  her  majestj 
and  her  kingdoms,  and  of  all  her  allies,  and 
whereby  the  good  effects  of  the  said  geoend 
negotiation^  wece  intireiy  defeated. 
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with  Tigour,  and  as  the  best  way  to  render  thtf 
treaty  of  peace  effectual;  in  order  to  which, 
vast  sapplies  were  granted,  and  mf^zines  pnn* 
▼ided  at  a  great  expence,  for  an  early  campai^  i 
andf  in  pursuance  thereof,  her  mPj^^^  nayiog 
0ent  her  generals  Lumlej  and  Cadogan  to  ^ve 
early  assurances  to  her  allies  of  her  sincere  iiH 
tentions ;  and  likewise  expressly  instmcted  her. 
general  the  duke  of  Ormond  not  only  to  renew 
the  saltae  assurances, and  declare  her  resolution^ 
of  pushing  en  the  war  with  the  utmost  vigour^ 
but  (o  concert,  with  the  generals  of  the  allies^ 
the  proper  measures  for  entering  on  action  ; 
and  the  confjpderate  army,  which  at  that  time 
was  the  finest  and  strongest  that  had  been  in 
the  service  during  the  whole  course  of  the  war, 
and  provided  with  all  necessaries  to  act  with 
vigour,  having  marched,  accordiug  to  the  resoe* 
lution  taken  in  concert  with  her  majesty's  ge- 
neral, almost  up  to  the  enemy,  with  a  great  sih 
periority  both  as  to  the  numl>er  and  goodness  of 
troops,  and  animated  with  a  noble  courage  and 
zeal  to  acquit  themselves  bravely ;  so  that,  iift 
all  human  appearance,  and  with'  the  divine  aa^ 
sistance,  which  had  appeared  so  visibly  for  theni 
on  many  other  occasions,  they  would  have  been 
able,  either  by  battle  or  siege,  to  have  gained 
great  advantages  over  the  enemy,  to  have  bet- 
tered the  afiaua  of  the  allies,  and  to  have  far 
dlitated  the  negotiations  of  peace ;  and  the 
ministers  of  France  having  frequently  and  ear^ 
neiitly  represented  to  the  said  Robert  earl  of 
Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer,  and  Qthers  his  ao 
complices,  during  their  secret  negotiations, 
their  just  apprehensions,  firom  the  bravery  and^ 
good  disposition  of  the  confederate  army ;  he 
the  said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  ei^l  Mor- 
timer, being  truly  informed  of  the  sure  pros- 
pect, which  by  the  blessing  of  God,  the  army 
of  the  confederates  then  Imd,  of  gaining  near 
conquests  oVbr  the  army  of  France,  and  where- 
by they  would  have  been  enabled  to  have 
forced  terms  of  peace,  safe,  honourable,  and 
lasting;  in  order  to  (disappoint  those  comforta- 
ble expectations  of  the  allies,  and  to  give  suc- 
cess to  his  secret  negotiations  with  the  minis- 
ters of  France,  was  privy  to,  consenting,  and 
adviling,  together  with  other  false  and  evil 
connseUors,  and  together  with  them,  did  advise 
and  consent,  that  an  order  should  be  sent,  in 
her  majesty's  name,  to  the  duke  of  Omiond,  in 
Flanders,  *  to  avoid  engaging  in  any  siege,  or 
<  hazarding  a  battle,  till  further  orders ;'  al- 
though nothing  had  then  been  settled,  m  the 
said  private  negotiations,  for  the  interest  and 
security  of  Great  Britain,  and  although  Philip 
kine  of  Spain,  at  that  time^  had  not  consented 
to  3it  renunciation  of  his  right  to  the  crown  o{ 
France;  and,  not  contenting  himself- with  hav« 
iog  obtained  that  fatal  step,  so  highly  advan- 
tageous '  to  the  cause  of  France,  but  being 
wickedly  determined  to  do  all  that  in  him  lay 
to  dissolve  the  whole  confederacy,  he  the  said 


aeticls  vn. 

^Tikt  her  sacred  majesty  qoeto  Asme  hav- 
ifl^beea  prevailed  on,  by  the  false  counsels  of 
him  die  said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford,  and  earl 
Mortimer,  to  accept  of  a  trea^  with  Ffance, 
on  the  supposition  that  the  Spanish  monarchy 
sliooid  continue  in  the  possession  of  a  branch 
of  the  house  of  Bourbon ;  and  it  heine  aoknow- 
ledited,  even  by  the  French  kinj,  in  the  general 
prelimioaries  signed  by  Monsieur  Mesnager, 
**  TTmt  the  excels' of  power,  from  the  re-union 
of  the  aowos  of  France  and  Spain,  would  be 
<ootrary  to  the  good  and  general  repose  of 
Barope  ;*'  he  the  said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford 
sod  earl  Mortimer,  having  nothing  so  much  in 
vievr  as  the  aggrandizin^^e  common  enemy, 
jetalways  intending  to  cover  the  iniquity  of 
his  heart  under  specious  pretences  and  false 
appearances,  did  wickedly  and  treacherously  ad- 
vise and  carry  on  a  private  and  separate  ne- 
fotiatkm  with  France,  on  the  subject  of  a  re- 
Jiaotiation  of  his  right  to  the  kingdom  'of 
Fmoce  bj  the  dnke  of  Anjou,  and  that  such 
KooDciation  shoold  be  the  security  against  the 
re-onion  of  the  two  kingdoms ;  and,  by  the  in- 
Daeoceofhis  evil  counsels,  her  majesty  was 
prevailed  on  to  accept,  and  finally  to  eonclode 
»d  ratify,  a.  treaty  of  peace  with  France, 
wbereio  the  said  renunciation  is  taken  as  a 
safident  expedient  to  prevent  the  mischiefs 
tint  dtfeattned  all  Europe,  in  case  the  crowns 
of  France,  and  Spain  should  be  united  upon 
the  liead  of  one  and  the  same  person;  although 
he  the  said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  e^ 
Mortimer  well  knew  that  a  memorial  had  been, 
dariag  the  sai^  separate  negotiation,  trans- 
■itted,  by  Monsieiir  de^Torcy,  secretary  of  state 
and  oiinister  to  the  French  king,  to  one  of  her 
najcst/s  principal  secretaries  of  state,  wliereby 
it  »as  declared,  **  That  the  said  renunciation 
woaidbenull  ^nd  invalid,  by  the  fundamental 
laws  of  France ;  which  laws  were  looked  upon 
as  the  work  of  him  who  had  established  all  mo- 
aarchies,  and  which  he  only  could  abolish ;  and 
that  no  renunciation  therefore  could  destroy 
it;  and,  if  the  king  of  Spain  should  renounce, 
tbej  would  decdve  themselves  that  should  re- 
ceive it  as  a  sufficient  expedient  to  prevent  the 
aischiefs  proposed  to  be  avoided.''  By  which 
^se  and  treacherous  counsels,  he  the  said  Ro- 
bert earl  of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer  did  not 
oalj  betray  the  interest  of  the  common  cause 
into  the  hand  of  the  most  formidable  enemy; 
Imt  wilfbUy  and  maliciously  abused  the  power 
and  mfluence  which  he  had  obtained  with  her 
majesty,  so  iar  as  to  engage  her  sacred  majesty, 
and  the  hotto'ur  of  the  ing>erial  crown  of  these 
kingdoms,  to  become  party  with  France  in  so 
fital  a  deceit. 

abticls  vm. 

''Thather  late  majesty  queen  Anne  having 
^the  Tdi  day  of  December  in  the  year  of  onr 
I^  1711,  earnestly  recominended  it  from  the 
^^"M^  '*  That  provision  might  be  made  for  an 
^jr  campaifni  ia  Of der  to  carry  on  the  war 


Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimen 
with  others,  was  privy  to,  and  did  consent  and 
advise,  that  orders  should  be  sent  to  the  bishop 
of  Bristol,  one  of  her  loajestyVplenipotentii^ 
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ms  then  at  Utrecbt,  to  take  the  first  solemn  op- 
portunity to  declare  ^  ^^^  Dutch  ministers, 
\  That  her  nl^jesty  looked  60  herself,  from  their 
f  conduct,  to  be  then  under  no  obligation  what- 

*  soever  to  them ;'  Which  two  declarations  giv- 
ing just  alarm  to  all  the  allies,  they  represented 
to  the  bishop  of  Bristol  their  general  dissatis- 
faction, and  the  nnexpressihle  consternation 
they  were  al)  in:  ^That  these  proceedings 
*.  were  the  nnavoidable  ruin  of  Earope ;'  They 
urged  religion,  liberty^  and  the  fiiith  of  treaties, 
to  shew  the  enormity  of  this  usage  ;  and  the 
States  exprefsed  their  uneasiness  on  no  ac- 
count so  much,  as  that  they  could  not  come  to 
the  knowledge  of  their  own  lot.  Which  re- 
presentations the  bishop  of  Bristol  did,  at  the 
instance  of  the  allies,  signify  to  one  of  her  ma- 
jesty's principal  secretaries  of  state.  But  their 
High  Mightinesses,  finding  that  ail  applications 
to  the  ministers  of  Great  Britain,  and  in  par- 
ticular to  the  said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and 
terl  Mortimer,  were  of  no  arail  against  France^ 
and  for  the  interest  of  the  common  cause, 
thought  it  necessary,  in  a  manner  the  most 
moving  and  respectful,  to  address  directly  to 
her  majesty  by  a  letter  of  the  5th  of  June  171S; 
therein  expressing  <<  their  great  surprise  and  af- 
diction  at  the  two  declarations  aforementioned  : 
and  finding  it  difficult  to  conceive  how  such 
declarations,  so  prejudicial  to  the  common 
cause,  given  so  suddenly,  without  their  know- 
ledge, and  undoubtedly  coo  without  the  know- 
ledge of  the  Qther  allies,  could  agree  and  con- 
sist with  the  nature  of  an  alliance,  and  with 
(hose  assurances  and  engagements  her  majesty 
had  so  lately  made  ;  and  not  knowing  how  to 
reconcile  it  with  the  great  goodness  and  kind- 
oess  which  her  majesty  had  always  honoured 
them  with;  and  not  being  able  to  conceive 
bow  such^a  sudden  change  could  happen  with 
respect  to  them,  having  carefully  examined 
their  own  conduct,  aad  finding  nothing  therein 
that  could  have  given  ground   to  her  majesty's 

>  dissatisfaction ;"  and,  having  represented  the 
visible  and  immediate  fatal  consequences  of 
the  said  two  orders,  not  only  to  the  common 
interest  of  her  majesty  and  the  States,  but  to 
the  whole  confederacy  Und  to  the  Protestant 
religion,  they  beseeched  her  majesty,  with  all 
the  respect  and  all  the  earnestness  the^r  were 
capable  of,  *  That  she  would  not  persist  in  the 

*  declarations  made  by  the,  bishop  of  Bristol : 

*  and  would  be  pleased  to  revoke  the  orders 
<  given  to  the  duke  of  Ormond,  and  would  au- 

*  thorise  him  to  act  according  to  occurrences, 

*  and  as  the  exigency  of  the  war  and  the  ad- 

*  vancement  of  the  common  cause  should  re- 

*  quire  ;'  Notwithstanding  which,  he  the  said 
ftobert  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer,  being 
acquainted  with  the  said  representations  of 
the  States,  was  not  only  wanting  in  his  duty  to 

'  ber  majesty  and  to  his  oath,  and  the  gveat  trust 
reposed  in  him,  in  not  advising,  as  he  ought  to 
haverdone,  her  sacred  majesty  to  have  hearken- 
ed to  the  said  several  instances  made  to  her; 
but,  persisting  in  his  dei|>erat«  and  destructive 
aKUuresyfortbeadvaocement  of,  the  iateren 
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of  the  common  enemy,  did  afterwards  advise 
her  majesty  to  disregard  and  reject  the  same  ; 
and  did  countenance,  encourage,  advise,  tfnd 
promote,  the  said  private,  separate,  and  wicked 
negotiations  with  France,  widiout  any  partici- 
pation of  the  allies,  contrary  to  all  her  ma- 
jesty's engagemeuU,  and  to  the  apparent  ruin 
of  the  corbmop  cause :  Bv  which  several  wrick* 
edand  perfidious  counsels,  the  progress  of  the 
victorious  arms  of  the  confederates  were  stop- 
ped, and  an  opportunity  lost  for  conquering  the 
enemy,  the  most  favourable,  in  the  opinien  of 
all  the  general  officers  and  the  qoarter-masterg 
of  the  allies,  who  were  sent  out  to  view  the 
French  camp ;  and  whereby  allhopes  of  con6- 
dence  between  her  majesty  and  her  allies  waa 
entirely  destroyed,  and  the*  French  king  made 
absolute  master  of  the  negotiations  of  peace, 
and  the  affairs  of  Europe  given  into  his  bands. 

.Article  IX. 

<'  That,  to  impose  upon  the  allies  the  Al- 
tai necessity  of  submitting  to  the  terms  of 
France,  and,  in  order  thereto,  to  leave  the 
whole  confederate  army  at  the  mercy  of  the 
common  enemy,  he  the  said  Robert  eaH  of 
Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer  was  privy  and  con- 
senting to  a  secret  and  separate  concert  With 
the  ministers  of  France,  without  the  knowledge 
of  the  allies,  for  the  separating  the  troops  m' 
her  majesty's  pay  from  the  rest  of  the  confede- 
rate army ;  for  the  effecting  whereof,  insteml 
of ,  preventing  as  fiur  as  in  him  lay  so  fatal  a 
step,  he  was  not  only  wanting  to  advise  against 
so  unwarrantable  a  proceeding  ^  but  did  conaent 
to,  and  advise  her  majesty,  that  the  duke  of 
Ormond,  and  all  the  troops  then  in  her  majes- 
ty's pay,  or  such  of  them  as  would  obey  bis 
orders,  should  separate  themselves  front  the 
army  of  the  confederates ;  and,  having  notice 
that  the  generals  of  the  auxiliaries  paid  bj  her 
majesty,  whose  honour  aud  consciences  wonid 
not  permit  them  to  abandon  the  confederates 
and' leave  them  as  a  sacrifice  to  France,  hot, 
for  the  sake  of  the  common  interest  (f  Europe 
and  according  to  the  true  end  and  design  of 
their  conventions,  did  refuse  to  withdraw  with 
the  duke  of  Ormond  without  particular  orders 
from  their  respective  masters ;  he  the  said  Ro- 
bert earl  of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer,  beine 
then  lord  high  treasurer  of  Great  Britain,  atnd 
one  of  her  majesty's  most  honourable  privy 
council,  in  violation  of  his  oath,  and  the  duty 
and  trust  reposed  in  him,  did  take  upon  him- 
self an  arbitrary  and  ille^  power  to  refuse  and 
pot  a  stop  to  the  pay  and  subsidies  due  on  ac- 
count of  the  said  foreign  troops,  althoogh 
they  were  entitled  thereto  brthe  conventions 
entered' into  with  her  sacred  majesty,  and  bj 
express  pitovision  made  by  act  of  parliament 
for  the  payment  of  the  same :  by  which  &ta] 
separation,  which,  pursuant  to  his  evil  counsela, 
was  afterwards  made,  great  numbers  of  the 
confederate  troops,  who  had  before,  on  many 
occasions,  signalized  theniselves  in  the  defence 
of  the  cause  of  Europe,  soon  afterwards,  at  the 
unfortoaatt  actkm  of  DmoDi  fiUi  at  saoifiMt  !• 
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general  congress,  *  That,  towards  forming  a  sufn 
'  ficient  barrier  for  the  States  General,  Tournajr* 
'<  should  remain  to  their  High  Mightinesses  ;' 
and  did  afterwards  declare  herself  conformablj 
thereunto,  in  her  speech  to  both  Houses  of  Par- 
liament on  the  6tb  of  June  1712,  in  which  shtt 
communicated  to  them  the  terms  whereon  «. 
peace  ^izbt  be  made :  and  whereas,  for  several 
years  bemre,  and  till  the  s^aid  months  of  Sep«i 
tember  and  October  in  the  year  of  our  lord 
1711,  there  was  open  war  between  her  lat»* 
majesty  and  the  French  king,  and,  the  said  war 
continuing,  for  all  the  said  time  and  aflenrards^ 
the  said  ^ench  king  and  his  subjects  were  ene*i  - 
mies  to  her  majestr,  he  the  said  Eebert  earl  oi 
Oxford  and  earl  A£)rtimerj  then  lord  high  trea-. 
surer  of  Great  Britain  and  a  subject  of  her  m»« 
jesty,  not  considering  the  duty  of  his  allegiancek 
but  baTing  altogether  withdrawn  the  cordial 
love  and  true  and  dne  obedience  which  every 
true  and  faithful  subject  owed  to  her  said  ma-» 
jesty,  and  designing  to  give  aid  and  succour  and 
to  adhere  to  the  said  French  king,  did,  in  or 
about  the  months  of  September  or  October 
17  IS,  during  the  said  war,  falsely,  maliciously, 
wickedly,  and  traiterously  aid,  help,  and  assist, 
and  adhere  to  the  French  king,  then  an  enemy 
to  her  late  majjesty ;  and,  in  execution  and  per- 
formance of  his  said  aiding,  assisting,  and  ad* 
hering,  maliciously,  falsely,  and  traiterously, 
did  counsel  and  advise  the  said  enemy,  in  what 
manner,  and  by  what  methods,  the'  said  im-i  . 
portant  town  and  fortress  of  Toumay,  then  in 
the  possession  of  the  States  General,  might  be 
gained  from  them  to  the  French  king,  contrary 
to  the  dnty  of  his  allegiance,  and  tlM  laws  and 
statutes  of  this  realm. 


di€  fiuy  and  revenge  of  France ;  the  siege  of 
Landrecy  was  raised  ;  the  important  towns  and 
fortresses  of  Quesooy,  Bouchain,  and  Do  way 
were  retaken  by  the  French  army ;  and  not 
eniy  cbe  fortune  of  the  war,  but  the  fate  of 
Europe,  decided  in  favour  of  France. 

Article  X. 

^  That,  in  further  execution  of  his  pernicious 
designs,  to  complete  the  destruction  of  the  com- 
mon cause  of  Europe,  aod  to  render  it  imprac-, 
ticable  for  her  majesty  to, resume  the  war 
Hgsiost  France  in  conjunction  with  her  allies, 
or  to  recover  the  union  with  her  majesty's  old 
sod  fsithful  allies,  so  necessary  to  thepreserva- 
tioQ  of  these  kingdoms,  be  the  paid  Robert  earl 
Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer,  then  lord  high 
treasarer  of  Great  Britain,  did  carry  on  and 
concert,  with  the  ministers  of  France,  a  private 
iod  separate  negotiation,  for  a  general  suspen- 
lioD,  liy  sea  and  land,  between  Great  Bntain 
tod  France ;  and,  to  that  end  among  others, 
did  advise  her  majesty  to  send  over  Henry  vis- 
count Bolingbroke,  one  of  her  principal  secre- 
taries of  state,  to  the  court  of  France,  with 
powers  to  settle  the  said  suspension  :  in  pur- 
tuaoce  of  which,  a  destructive  treaty  of  sus- 
pension was  made  in  France,  on  the  19th  of 
August  (N.  S.)  17 13,  by  the  said  Henry  viscount 
£olinghroke  on  the  part  of  her  said  majesty,  for 
four  months,  without  the  knowledge  or  any 
partidpatiou  of  the  allies,  and  before  any  terms 
ofpeace  were  settled  with  the  enemy,  either 
for  Great  Britain  or  the  allies.  By  which  evil 
counseb,  the  express  terms  of  several  of  the 
aforementioned  treaties  were  expressly  contra- 
Teoed  aod  broken,  the  good  friends  and  ancient 
allies  of  her  majesty  and  these  kingdoms  were 
totally  deprived  of  the  just  assistance  to  which 
tbey  were  thereby  entitled,  and  were  left  ex- 
poied  10  the  insults  of  the  common  enemy ; 
and,  the  sacred  ties  of  union  and  friendship  be- 
tween her  m^jesty  and  her  allies  being  cot  asun- 
der, her  majesty's  person  and  government,  the 
tafety  of  ber  kingdoms,  aod  of  the  Protestant 
succession  to  the  crown  of  these  realms,  were 
left  exposed  to  tbe'enterprizea  of  her  most  for- 
midable enemy. 

Article  XT. 

"  That  whereas  the  States  General  of  the 
United  Provinces  were,  in  or  about  the  months 
of  September  or  October  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1712,  io  possession  of  the  strong  and 
important  town  and  fortress  of  Tournay  ;  tmd 
^liereas  the  French  kiug  had/ during  the  course 
of  lite  said  private,  separate,  and  traiterous  ne- 
gociatioo  between  bim  the  said  Robert  earl 
of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortioier  aod  others,  and 
die  Qiloisters  of  France,  signified  his  consent 
to  the  ministers  of  Great  Britain,  ttmt  the  said 
town  andfortre^  of  Tournoy  should  remain  to 
tlte  said  States  General,  as  part  oi  their  barrier ; 
*od  whereas  her  majesty,  in  her  instructions 
of  December  23, 1711,  to  her  plenipotentiaries 
w  Utrecht,  had  expressly  directed  them  to  in- 
^  ^ith  the  plempoteotiarics  of  ]f rance^  in  the 


Article  XII. 

'  **  That  whereas  her  late  majesty  queen  Anne, 
not  only  in  pursuance  of  the  treaties  she  stood 
engaged  in  to  her  ^ood  allies,  apd  in  particular 
to  his  imperial  majesty,  for  the  recovery  of  tli« 
monarchy  of  Spam  to  the  House  of  Austria, 
thereby  to  preserve  a  due  balance  of  power  in 
Europe ;  but  also  from  her  just  resentment 
against  ihe  duke  of  Anjou,  who  then  styled 
himself  king  of  Spain,  and  who,  in  defiance  of 
her  majesty*s  title  to  the  crown,  had  acknow** 
ledged  the.  Pretender  as  king  of  Great  Britain  ; 
and  on  these  just  foundations,  her  majesty  had 
in  vindication  of  the  honour  of  the  crown,  and 
in  justice  to  her  people,  at  h  va*it  expence  of 
blood  and  treasure,  and  on  the  earnest  and  re- 
peated advices  of  her  parliament,  prosecuted  a 
vigorous  war  against  the  said  duke  of  Anjou : 
and  whereas  in  the  years  of  our  Lqrd  1710, 
1711,  and  171'3,  the  ssid  open,  bloody,  and  ex- 
pensive war  was  carried  on,  between  her  said 
late  majesty  queen  Anne  and  the  said  duke  of 
Anjou  ;  and,  during  all  the  time  aforesaid,  the 
said  war  did  continue;  and,  for  all  that  time 
the  said  duke  of  Anjou  and  the  subjects  of 
Spain  adhering  to  him  were  enemies  of  her  lata 
majesty  ;  he  the  snid  Robert  earl  Of  Oxford 
and  earl  Mortinier,  then  lord  high  trensurer  of 
Great  Biitain  and  one  of  her  oiajesty*s  privy 
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councily  and  a  labject  of  ber  said  majesty^  not 
coosidttring  the  duty  of  his  allegiance,  but  havf 
20g  withdrawD  his  due  obedience  firom  ber  ^aid ' 
late  majesty,  did,  at  several  times,  in  the  said 
Tears  of  our  Lord  1710, 1711,  and  1713,  falsely, 
maliciously,  wickcflly,  and  tratterously,  aid,  help, 
Assist,  and  adhere  to  the  said  duke  of  Aojou, 
then  an  enemy  to  her  said  late  majesty ;  and,  in 
the  execution  and,  performance  of  his  said  aid- 
ing, helping,  assisting,  and  adhering,  and  in 
confederacy  and  combination  with  the  then 
enemies  of  ber  late  Qiajesty,  and  with  divers 
other  ^cked  and  evil-disposed  persons,  did,  at 
•everal  times,  in  the  years  aforesaid,  advise  and 
couaselnhe  enemies  of  her  late  majesty  ;  and, 
in  such  counselling  and  advising,  <i|id  concert 
with  them,  and  did  promote  the  yielding  and 
giving  up  Spain  and  the  West  Indies,  or  some 
parts  thereof,  to  the  said  duke  of,  Anioo,  then 
in  enmity  with  her  majesty,  against  the  dtttyt)f 
his  allegiance,  and  the  laws  and  statutes  of  this 
realm. 

Article  XIII. 

That  whereas  the  riches,  power,  add  strength 
of  these  kingdoms,  depend  entireljr  on  the  flou- 
rishing condition  of  trade  and  navieation  :  and 
ber  late  majesty  queen  Anne,  bavmg  due  re- 
gard thereto,  as  well  ia  to  the  just  expectations 
of  her  people  ader  the  vast  expences  they  had 
•o  cheerfully  undergone  in  support  of  the  war, 
did,  on  the  first  opening  of  the  conferences  for 
m  gtoeral  peace,  declare  from  the  throne,  to 
both  Houses  of  Parliament,  on  the  'Tth  of  De- 
cember 1711,'  That  she  would  endeavour  that, 

*  ifter  a  war  which  had  cost  so  much  blood -and 

*  treasure,  the  nation  might  find  their  interest 
^  in  trade    and  commerce  improved  and  cn- 

*  larged  by  a  neace  ;'  and,  on  the  6th  of  June 
1712,  when  she  was  pteased  to  communicate 
the  terms  on  which  a  general  peace  might  be 

-  made,  did  declare  *  That  nothing   had  moved 

*  her  majesty  from  steadily  pursuing  the  true  in« 

*  terest  of  her  own  kingdoms  ;    and  that  the 

*  terms,  of  peace  obtained  for  her  own  subjects 

<  were  such  as,  she  had  reason  to  expect,  would 

<  make  her  people  some  amends  for  the  great 

*  and  unequal  burthen  which  they  had  lain 
^  '  under  through  the  whole  course  of  the  war; 
'  *  and  hoped  that  none  of  the    confederates 

*  would  envv  her  share  in  the  glory  and  advan- 

*  tage  ofth^peace  :*  And  afterwards  declared  to 
both  Houses  of  Parliament  *  Her  satisfaction  in 

*  the  near  view  she  had  of  peace  ;    since  it 

<  would  in  some  measure  recompence  her  sub- 
ejects  for  their  vast  expences  :'  And,  after  the 
conclusion  of  the  treaty  of  peace  and  com- 
merce with  France,  did  declare,  from  the 
throne; on  the  9th  of  April  1713,  'That  the 
'  many  advantages  she  had  obtained  for  her 

*  subjects  had  occasioned  much  opposition  and 

*  long  delajt  to  the  peace  ;  but  it  afforded  her 

*  ^reat  satbfaction,  that  her  people  will  have  it 

*  m  their  power,  by  degrees,  to  repair  what  they 

*  had  suffered,  during  so  long  and  burdensome 

<  a  war.'  Whereon  both  Houses  of  Parliament 
«lid^  from  time  to  time,  express  their  grateful 

a 


acknowledgments  to  her  majesty,  for  her  great 
care  and  concern  for  the  welfieu-e  of  her  people. 
And  whereas,  at  the  setting  on  foot  and  in  the 
progress  of  the  said  private,  separate,  and  per- 
nicious negociation,  between  the  ministers  of 
Great  Britain  and  France,  it  vnif  laid  down  as 
a  principle,  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  never 
to  be  departed  from,  *  That  France  should  con- 
'  sent  to  adjust  the  interests  of  Great  Britain 
'  in  the -first  place,  that  the  ministers  of  Great 
*  Britain  might  thereby  be  enabled  to  engage 
'  the  queen  to  make  the  conclusion  of  the  ge** 
e  neral  peace  easy  to  France  :*  and  on  this  plau- 
sible pret^oe,  it  was  insisted  on  by  the  mi- 
nisters of  Great  Britain,  to  remit  the  discus- 
sion of  the  particular  interests  of  the  allies  to 
general  conferences ;  and  throughout  the  whole 
course  of  the  said  separate  negociadoB,  all 
imaginable  concessions  were  not  only  made 
by  the  ministers  of  Great  Britain,  for  the  real 
advantage  of  the  interests  of  France,  against 
the  allies ;  but  all  measures  were  enterea  into 
and  concerted  between  them,  that  even  the 
ministers  of  France  should  dictate,  in  order  to 
strengthen  their  hands,  and  to  enable  them  to 
impose  the  terms  of  a  generd  peace;    be,  the 
said  Robert  earl  of  Ouord  and  earl  Mortimer, 
having  nothing  in  view,  through  the   whole 
course  of  the  saSl  negociation,  wherein  be  was 
wickedly  and  principally  engaged  in  concert 
with  France,  bpt  the  final  destruction  of  his 
country,  and  to  that  end '  the  sacrificing  the 
commerce  of'  Great  Britain  to  the  aggrandize- 
ment of  France,  was  not  only  wanting  ,  in  his 
duty  to  her  majesty,  in  i^ot  insisting  on  in  all 
events,  and  not  procuring  in  the  first  place,  the 
most  certaili  and  strict  securities  imaginable, 
for  the  safety  and  advantage  of  the  commerce 
of  these  kingdoms ;  but  did  advise  her  late 
majesty,  '  l%at,  in  the  proposition  sent  by  hit 

*  privity  and  advice  by  Mr.  Prior,  to  FraAce 

*  and  also    in  the  said   private  and  separate 

*  treaty ;  signed  on  the  said  27th  of  Septembei 
'1711,  wherein  the  preliminary  demands  foi 

*  Great  Britain  more  particularly  were  intended 

*  to  be  adjusted  with  France;  the  demands  fcl 

<  Great  Britain,  in  point  of  commerce,  shon1< 

<  not  only  be  made  in  loose,  general,  and  insof 

*  ficient  terms;  but  that  the  liMrty  of  fishing,  an 
'  drying  of  fish^  on  Newfoundland,  should  b 

*  expressly  given  up  to  France ;  though  the  re 

<  stitution  of  that  small  part  of  the  island  whic 

<  France  had  taken  during  the  war  was  therei 

*  referred  to  be  discussed  to  general  confei 

*  ences ;'  And  havin;^,  py  \m  wicked  artiiice 
engaged' her  majesty  m  the  said  private  treal 
with  France,  without  kny  security  for  the  coc 
merce  of  Great  Britain,  he  did  art^fully  ai 
cunningly  contrive,  with  the  ministers  of  Franc 
to  keep  in  suspense  all  matters  that  concem< 
the  commerce  of  Great  Britain,  until,  by  med 
of  his  wicked  and  pernicious  counsels  afoi 
mentioned,  FraUce  was  become  master  of  x 
negociations,  and  the  chief  advantages  for  i 
commerce  of  Great  Britain  by  that  meaus  i 
maining  unsettled  ;  and  the  ministers  of  Frar 
i^erwarda  disputing  the  moit  essential  actic 
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which  had  been  id  agitation,  and  in  particular 
that  /aodiUDental  principle  of  treatiug  and  be- 
ing treated  tusgem  amicituma,  and  endeavouring 
to  elode  what  bad  been  agreed  on  in  the  said 
prirate  and  separate  -negociation,  for  the  sup- 
posed advantage  of  Great  Britain ;  be  the  said 
Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer, 
nader  pretence  of  removing  a  difficultjf  then  de- 
pendinji    b^    an   expedient   advantageous  to 
Great  firitain,  did  treacherously  advise  the  9th 
article  of  the  treaty  of  commerce  with  France ; 
a  biflforthe  rendering  whereof  efiiectual  was 
afterwards  rejected  by  the  House  of  Commons 
as  h%hlj  prejudicial  and  destructive  to  the 
commerce  of  these  kingdoms :    but,  j^er,  for 
ibe  sake  of  gaining  that  destructive  article  for 
Great  Britain,  as  if  the  tame  had -been  advan- 
tageous, he  the  said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and 
earl  Mortuner,  in  defiance  of  the  express  pro* 
vision  of  an  act  of  parUament,  as  well  as  in 
contempt  of   the  frequent  and  earnest  repre- 
teutationi  of  the  merchants  of  Great  Britain, 
and  of  the  commissioners  for  trade  and  planta- 
tioos,  did  advise  her  majesty,  finally  to  agree 
with  France,   '  That  the  subjects  of  France 
'  tboold  have  liberty  of  fishing,  and  drying  fish, 
'  on  Newfoundland ;'  and  did  also  advise  her 
majesty  to  make  a  cession  to  France  of  the  isle 
of  Cape  Breton,  with  liberty  to  fbrtiQf  the  same ; 
although  the  islcf  of  Cape  Breton  was  part  of. 
tbe  andent  terHtories  of  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain,   and  her  ntuetty  had  declared,  from 
the  throne,  *  Th^t  France  Imd  consented  to 
'  make  an  absolute  cession  of  Nova  Scotia,  or 
*  Acailia^  whereof  Cape  Breton  is  part,  to  her 
'  maje^y  :*  and  the  said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford 
aod  carl   Mortimer  intending,  in  all  events,  to 
secure  to  France  the  advantages  relating  to  the 
fishery  ef  Newfoundland  and  to  Cane  Bretoo,did 
in  conjunction  witfathe  ministers  of  France,  advise 
her  majesty  to  consent  that  the  same  should  be 
made  an  article  in  the  treaty  of  peace  between 
Great  Britain  and  France :  whereas  tbe  only  ad- 
vantages in  trade  pretended  to  be  stipulated  for 
Great  Britain,  bemg  inserted  in  the  ti'eaty  of 
oommercc,  were  to  depend  on  certain  coudi- 
tioas,  to  be  made  good  by  act  of  parliament ; 
aod  pursuant  to,  and  by  the  influence  of,  the 
aid  evil  counsel  of  him '  the  said  Robert  earl 
of  Oxford  aod  earl  Mortimer,  her  sacred  ma- 
jesty was  advised  to  ratify  tbe  said  article  in  the 
said  treaty  of  peace,  and  the  said  treaty  of 
coouaerce;    by  means   of  whidi  pernicious 
coansds,  ^e  good  intentions  of  h^r  sacred  ma- 
jesty, to  have  obtained  for  her  people  advan- 
tageous terms  of  commerce,  were  intirely  frus- 
trated ;   the  trade  and  manufieunares  of  Great 
Britain,  as  (kr  as  In  him  lay,  rendered  preca- 
rious, a^  at  the  mercy  of  the  enemy ;    and 
tkat  beneficial  branch  of  trade,  always  esteem- 
ed the  great  support  of  the  naval  power  and  the 
chief  mirsery  of  tbe  seamen  of  Great  Britain, 
jielded  op  to  tbe  subjects  of  France ;  and  the 
enlv  pretence  for  tbe  avowed  and  notorious 
wation  bf  treadet,  aod  the  carrying  on  the 
<if— tti  of  Firance,  viz^  the  adjusting  first 
tkft  interests  of  Great   BHtain,  through  tbe 
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whole- course  of  the  said  private  and  separata 
negociution,  terminated  at  last  in  the  sacrifice 
of  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain  to  France, 
without  the  least  shadow  of  advantage  in  tradf 
procured ^or  these  kingdoms. 

AfiTtCLE  XIV. 

'*  That  he  the  said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and 
earl  Mortimer  did,  in  concert  with  other  evil 
and  false  counsellors,  even  without  any  appli« 
cation  from  hb  royal  highness  the  duke  of 
Savoy,  and  after  the  French  king  bad,  in  tha 
course  of  the  said  private  and  separate  negotia- 
tions, consented  that  the  kingdom  of  Sicily 
should  remmn  to  tbe  house  of  Austria,  form  a 
project  and  design  to  dispose  of  tbe  kingdom  of 
Sicily  to  the  duke  of  Savoy,  from  the  house  oC 
Austria;  and,  to  effect  that  his  unjust,  disho« 
nourable  and  pernicious  prefect,  he  did  advise 
her  majesty  to  give  instructions,  among  other 
things,  to  Henry  viscount  Bolingbrok^  then 
appointed  her  ambassador  to  France,  to  demand^ 
in  her  mi^esty's  name,  of  the  French  king,  the 
kingdom  of  Sicily,  for  his  said  h>yal  highness  f 
and  a  treaty  ef  peafce  being  afterwards  made, 
between  the  French  king,  his  royal  highness,, 
and  the  duke  of  Anjou,-  wherein  a  cession  is 
made  to  his  royal  hjghness  of  the  kingdom  of 
Sicily,  without  dny  concurrence  or  participation 
of  his  imperial  majesty ;  he  tbe  said  Itobert 
earl  of  Oxford  knd  earl  Mortimer  did  basely 
and  scandalously  advise  her  sacred  majesty  to 
consent  to  tlie  same,  by  an  article  inserted  in 
tbe  treaty  of  peace  between  her  majesty  and 
the  French  king ;  and  afterwards,  by  his  privity 
and  advice,  her  majesty  was  prevailed  on  to 
assist  his  royal  highness  against  tbe  emperor^ 
then  in  alliance  with  her  majesty,  with  a  part 
of  her  royal  fleet,  at  her  own  expence,  in  orde^ 
to  put  him  in  possession  of  the  said  kingdom  o# 
Sicily,  whereby  the  greatest  injustice  was  don# 
to  his  imperial  majesty,  in  direct  yiolation  of 
the  grand  alliance,  and  contrary  to  her  majesty'* 
frequent  declarations  from  the  throne,  and  bev 


plain  and  full  instructions  to  her  plenipoten<« 
tiaries  at  Utrecht,  for  obtaining  his  just  ai^l 
reasonable  satisfaction ;  and  whereby  national 
faith,  and  the  honour  of  the  ciown,  was  vilely 
betrayed,  aod  tbe  naval  power  of  these  king- 
doms, and  the  supplies  granted  by  parliameni 
for  reduoiog  the  common  enemy,  were  perfidi« 
onsly  employed  against  tbe  great  aud  fiuthfiil 
wXtj  of  this  kingdom. 

Article  XV* 

**  That  whereas  the  dignity  and  support  of  tbif 
imperial  crown  of  theie  realms  has  m  all  ages  \ 
greatly  depended  on  the  wisdom  anil  truth  of  * 
tbe  communications  made  from  the  throne,  espe«^ 
daHy  in  parliament,  as  the  sure  and  only  meant 
whereby  the  kings  aod  queens  of  this  realm  can 
receive  tbe  sincere  and  faithful  advice  of  their 
people,  in  matters  of  the  bij^hest  importance  2 
and  which,  by  the  fundamental  laws  and  con- 
stitution of  this  government,  ought  to  be  in* 
violably  observed^  as  the  sacred  band  of  thst 
duty  and  affection  of  iub|e€ts  to  their  sovereigot^ 
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^vid  wliierWy  by  the  moet  ADpient  and  known 

laws  of  this  kingdom,  it  is  ii^dispenslibly  incum- 

l^iit  on  the  great  officers  of  state  that  surround  ^  ^  ,        . . 

the  throne,  to  maintain,  as  far  as  in  them  lies,    ^  interest  I  look  upon  as  inseparable  froiii  mj 

the  sacredness  of  the  royal  word  on  all  occa-  \  *  own,  have^  by  their  ready  codcurrence,  ex 

sions;  it  being  most  afipaU'ent  that  the  greatest  ;^  pressed  their  cou£denc/B  in  n\t'*  Whereas  i 


^isbonouc  to  the  throne,  ^nd  the  greatest 
dangler  to  these  kingdoms^  must  ineritably 
ensue,  whenever  that  fountain  of  truth,  by 
wicked  counseb,  shall  be  in  an3r  degree  cor- 
rupted, and  thereby  lose  its  just  In^uence  and 
necessary  authority :  and  whereas  the  poWer  of 
making  peace  and  war,  one  df  the  ancient,  un- 
doubted, and  most  important  prerogatives  of 
the  crown,  has  always  been  exerci^  by  the 
tovereigps  of  these  realois  with  the  strictest 
regjard  tq  the  honour  of  the  crown  and  the  wel- 
fare of  the  people,  and  for  that  end  th^y  have, 
ic^  great  wisdom,  in  all  ages,;  taken  the  advice 
ofparliaooent  on  such  weighty  occasions :  and 
whereas  her  late  ^a}esty  queeA  Anne  declared 
from  th^  th^ne  her  gracious  intentions  to  cota4- 
municate  tbe.termf  of  peace  to  her  parhament, 
for  their  deli^rate  ami  serious  advic^  therein ; 
wisely  foresecingi  tliat  the  safety  of  her  person 
«pd  government^  of  th^  protestant  succession  to 
the  crowo^  whicli  she  had  nearest  her  heart,  and 
qf  (be  protestant  religion,  and  of  the  liberties  of 
£urope,  |did  inevitably  depend  on  the  happy 
inclusion  of  the*  said  neg«#iationa:  he  the 
•aid  Robert  earl  of'  Osford  and  earl  Mortimer^ 
tbe^n  Jord  high  treasurer  of  Great  Britain,  bav- 
^g  taken  on  himself,  throughoat  the  said  ne- 

etiatioo^,  a^^no^t  aH)icrary  and  unwarrantable 
tberlcy,  and  the  chief  direction  and  infiuence 
mher  majesty's  councils,  and  most  wickedly 
Resigning  to  prostitute  the  hoooor  of  the  crown 
and  the  dignity  of  parliaments^  find  not  on|y 
CotaUy  to  deprive  her  majesty  of  th^  wholesome 
mad  necessary  advice  pf'^her  parliament  in  «o 
great  a  copj  tincture,  but,  by  misrepresenting 
ibe  most  essential .  parts  of  the  negotiations  of 
yeace,  to  obtaifi  the  sanction  of  parliament  to 
iis  traiterous  proceedings,  and  ^riereby  fatallyi 
let  dfoeive  bar  m^^ty^  her  allied  her  parliar 
tifi^i  apd  her  asepTe ;  he  the  laid  Robert  earl 
<^f  Oxford  and  earl  HfortiiBer  waa  not  ocdy 
wanting  in  the  discharge  of  tli^  duty  to  bis 
•overe^o  which  became  his  hi^bstatiop,  by  not 
•diKsiog  against,  and,  as  far  as  in  biea  lay^  m  all 
iyent%  by  not  pretvepiing,  even  any  intimatipn 
from  the  throne  to  the  parliament,  v^bich  was 
not  conformable  to  the  exactest  truth  and  im- 
partiality; but,  taking  advantage  of  bis  ready 
%oce8s  to  her  majesty,  and*  bis  exorbitant  in- 
ioeQoe  in  hm  ooancUs,  did  prepare,  form,  and 
^noert,  together  with  other  false  and  evil 
i^ounsellori,  set erai  speeebes  and  declarations^ 
V>  be  made  bj  ber  majesty  from  the  throne,  to 
her  parliameat,  on  the  sul^ect  of  the  said  ne- 
gotiationf  of  peace;  and  did  advise  her  majesty 
^  make  tbe  tame  to  her  parliament:  and  par- 
ticularlj,  by  means  of  his  false  and  evil  coonsels, 
her  majesty  did,  amoqg»t  other  thioKS^  on  tbe 
7th  of  December  17 11,  declare  from  Uie  throne, 
in  the  words,  or  to  the  effeot  following, '  That, 
^  notwithstanding  the  arts  of  those  wboi  delight 


was  then  notorious  to  a)!  Europe,  and' the  salt 
Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer  an< 
others  his  accomplices  well^koew,  that  the  prin 
cipal  allies  of  bet*  niaje^y,  and  paHicularly  tb< 
States  Grener^l,  then  had  in  the  strongi^t  anc 
ipost  pressmg  manner  represented,  not  only  t< 
!  her  muesty*s  ministers  in  Holland^  hi^t  alter 
wards  by  a  minister  of  their  own  directly  to  bei 
majesty,  the  insecurity  and  danger  to  tbi 
common  cause,  by  entering  into  general  nega 
tjations  with  f  r^nce  on  the  propositions  signec 
by  monsieur  Mesnager^  and  also  their  fini 
opinion  of  the  fatal  consequences  thaf  migHi 
ensue  ihereon :  and  although  they  bad  still 
^rest  apprehensions  concerning  the  method  o 
opening  the  conferences,  and  the  consequencei 
that  imght  happen  thereupon ;  yet^  beinj 
wrought  oil  bv  the  nienaces  tind  other  extra 
ordinary  methods  used  with  them  bj  bei 
majesty's  ministers,  and  relying  on  the  solemr 
assurances  and  declaration^  of  her  majesty  tc 
support  the  interest  and  concern  of  th^ir  state 
and  to  act  in  perfect  confidence'  and  harmony 
with  thera,they  did  at  last  with  the  greatest  reluc 
taoce  consent  to  enter  upon  a  general  negotia^ 
lion  of  peace  with  Frsnce.  And,  in  the  same 
speech,her  majesty  was  prevailed  on,  by  the  evij 
counsels  of  him  the  said  Itobert  earl  of  Ox  fore 
and  earl  Mortimer  and  others,  to'  declnVe  in  th< 
words  or  to  tbe  eflfect  following:  *■  that  thi 
'  princes  and  states  which  have  been  engage^ 

*  with  us  in  this  war  being  by  treaties  entitTet 
'  to  have  their  several  interests  secured'  at  ^ 

*  peace ;  I  will  not  only  do  my  utmost  to  pro 
'  cure  every  one  of  them  all  reasonable  sati» 

*  faction :  but  I  shall  also  unite  with  :heni  in  tb( 
^  strictest  engagements  for  continuing  tihe  tlfi 
'  ance,  in  ord^r  to  render  the  general  peace  se 
<  cure  .  and  lasting.'*  And,  in  her  message  o 
the  17  th  of  January  following,  her  majesi j 
aaain  expresses  tbe  care  she  intencfed  to  tak< 
of  all  her  allies,  and  the  stric(  union  io  whicE 
she  proposed  to  join  with  them ;  whereas,  b^ 
the, evil  influence  of  bim  the  said  Robert  ear 

I  of  Oxford,  and  earl  Mortimer,  her  majesty  wsi 
I  not  only  induced  to  enter  into  a  private  ne^a 
ciation  with  France,  exclusive  of  her  allies;  bui 
the  same  was  in  like  mapuer  carrFed  ob  l^  hin 
the  said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl  Mom 
mer  and  others :  and  the  several  interests  whiti 
I  the  allies  were  entitled  to  by  their  treatieis  wen 
;  not  only  not  secured  to  them  by  the  peabe,  no 
any  reasonable  satisfaction  given  to  tbem ;  bei 
the  main  interests  of  her  principal  allies,  espe 
cialljr  of  bis  imperial  muesty,  were,  by  tb^ 
wicked  practices  of  bim  the  said  Robert  earl  o 
Oxford  anid  earl  Mortimer  and  others,  given  o] 
to  France ;  and  no  engagemenis  were  obtains 
for  continuing  tbe  alliance^  in  order  to  rendei 
Uie  general  peace  secure  and  lasting,  Aoj 
ber  majesty  Imving  cm>manjr  former  occaooM 
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'  that  tl|e  rf  nunci^ttofi  woqid  be  pqll  an(l  void  (^ 


i  .Uie  ,|iQfi9^  .of 
^iof^boo  t  ^  iJfliii  mrc^M  HpOD,  ^  the 
jiflYice  ^him  the  ^jff  Jjlohett  .c^  pf  .Owo^d 
ana  earl  Moitimer  and  Qtnrn»  ta^fiedarf  h^r- 
sdl^  in  ftosvrer  to  an  address  of  the  nouse  of 
peers,  die  lltb  of*4>eiDeinber  4711,  to  the 
aieci  ibikmog  t  videlicet,  *  I.shoold  be  sorrj 

*  any  oo«  could  tbkik  I  ironld  not  do  my  ut- 

*  duMt,  to  recover  Spain  and  the  Indies  from 
*}ke  boose  of  ftourbop^"  whereas  it  b  most 
manifest,  that  the  leaving  the  kingdom  of  Spain 
andjb^  indies  to  tboboiMe  of  Bourbon  was  the 
IboQ^tiQii  .of  ««be  private  aod  separate  treaty 
bfiitffficn  Gsent  SritaMk  and  Fnmoe,  which  had 
|k«o  iwfofO  'Ihat  ^time  signed  e?en  with  her 
UMiii^yf^  ioomrot ;  ood  the  saioo  luodamental 
fifPtoUOB  ^as  immntably  obtorYed  between 
than,  to  the  condosion  of  the  peace.  And  her 
Wfi^i^  J^^'^H  ^'^^RV^^P^.  .4jrabu^<i  4roin  ibe 
^rone,  '  ^t  ^  /^litioos  in  OD^riog  into 

<  \hfi  wjifH  jygKJatiyot  ^ecf>  to  oot^n  a  genend, 
*|goo}I,  WwiPf  jWac^;  jM»dtbej)fenipo|on- 

<  tiftties  ^  uci^bt  b^iog  instructed  to  treat 

*  iriifii^ninqe^nfpniMibly  (o  tb^t  ^d ;'  he  the 
9p|id]Rat»«9ti^arlp^Qp^prdJ^)4,ea^  Wordmer, 
ia  ai;v^^ii!enio^e,th0jU9t  suspicions  which  (lad 
keen  oooceived  of  His  private  and  ^p^r^te  ne- 
fodationa  with  France,  did  advise  her  majesty 
to  moke  this  fortKer  declaration,  in  her  said 
mcisago  of  the  17th  day  of  January,  '  that  the 
'  worlcT  will  now  see  how  ^nndless  those  re- 

*  ports  ore,  which  have  been  spread  abroad  by 

*  men  of  evil  intentions  to  serve  the  worst 

*  designs,  as  if  a  separate  peace  had  been  treat- 
'  ed  *9  for  which  there  has  not  been  tbe  lea^t 
'  coloor  given  f  whereas  a  private  and  separate 
aegodation  hful  been  carried  on,  for  five  months 
together,  between  Great  Britain  and  France; 
aMi,  doring  that  timo,  private  propositions  had 
been  sent  from  Endsnq,  and  a  private  treaty 
tvith  a  sainister  of  France  signed  even  by  her 
Mesty's  privity,  eidosive  of  all  the  allies, 
before  tbe  said  dedaration  made  by  her  ma- 
jesty ;  and  private  and  separate  measures  were 
tbeoceforth'  carried  on,  by  the  said  Robert  earl 
of  Oxford  ond  earl  Mortim,er  and  bis  accora«> 
pfices,^  on  behalf  of  her  majesty,  with  the 
OHoisters  of  France,  even  to  the  conclnsion  of 
Che  peace  with  France.  Her  majesty  was  further 
prevailed  on,  by  tbe  wicked  advice  of  him  the 
soid  Robert  eari  of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer, 
in  her  speech  of  June  the  6th,  17  IS,  to  declare, 
'  that,  to  prevent  the  union  of  tbe  two  crowns, 

*  lie  would  not  be  content  with  what  was 

*  speculative,  but  insisted  opon  sonietfaing  solid;' 
9fid^  ia  the  same  speech,  to  the  effect  following ; 
(mUeUeei,)  *  the  nature  of  the  proposal  for  a  re- 
^tionoiation  is'sseh,  that  it  executes  itself,  and 

*  tfoce  and  Spam  are  thereby  more  efltectually 

*  iiivided  than  ever  )*  whereas  the  ministers  of 
P«Wf  >?w*  ^V.e  M^  iMoo  ^ured  thp  minis- 
JCT  <K  Mr  WHV^h  •  thnt  to  ^ic^t  qf  thu  ex- 
*ydGfi^  ptopoaed  pp  h*r  mai<^^'»  behalf, 
.**•  —  >     ,♦»...,  .   ,    i'*tt[**     ■•  '^    I 

♦Sic. 


<  thefMndao^eutallaws  pfFcaqce;  ^od  fhai  thc|y 

<  would  ^eceivp  th^po^elves,  who  accepted  it  ^s 

<  an  .expedysnt  tp  prevent  the  uoiofi  o)  t^^  tivd* 

*  crowns.*  ^n^  not  only  in  the  ^jirticulaj^i 
bef(>reipentioned>  but  in  many  others^  contain- 
ed in  the  .^aid  8ever9ilipeeches,an^  ipe^^ig!9S 
made  and  .^pt  to  i|Qrj)arlian)eot,  eye»»  ffl^jfi 
the  said  ne^oqiations  ofpeace  with^mnc^weji^ 
depending,  tbe  inost  e^ptial  poio^  i;di^p(\g  Ifi 
ipeacjB  fiud  conimerce,And  yvhicb  Qpni;er|jedUve 
intew^ts  pn  yi^ell  pf  the  ailie;?  as  of  Oreat 
Britain,  wfl^p  |;roip\y  miv^resjBntpd ;  by  j^l 
^hicn  ^fi(idl^d,  treacherous,  Aud  unexamplcyi 
evil  .cpuusel^,  he  tl^  said  Robert  earl  of  Ox- 
ford fipd  earl  Alortimer  ^Id  most  tl^iseijff  00- 
grateliill/,  i|nd;|candal<>ualiy,  abuse  tbeiavpurx^f 
!bis  ^royal  m^rfifis;  ood^  b/  means  of  her  M- 
tborit^,  did  ^isleffd  hier  pa)r|fa»fsnt  ipto  groui^d- 
lefts  iVMl  fatia)  ^(e^lotfpns;  ^nd  thereby  ^qt 
pnly  prevented  th^jU9t  advice  of  the  pamao)^ 
tp  her  mafe^ty  ip  tbpt  critical  junctfuv»,  hjjjt 
pbt|iioed  the  apprpbatipn  of  parimpx^nt  tp  Mj^ 
mfJ^UfT'^o^9.fi,^d  fjani^rou^  ,prac^c^|l;  aod  difl 
notonbr.d^riye  bermrie^ty  pf  the  Gon^ftc^i^ 
and  atteciiup  of  Apr  alfjea,  ,bpt  expQ«e()  w 
maj^t^  ^d  k^T  people ^.thfB  cpptfirnpt^of  4Jt)0 
common  eueipy. 

Article  XVI. 

"  Th|it  whereas  the  ;|aid  ftqb^tasia  of  ,Q»- 
ford  and  ^ari  •Mortimer,  hsying  on  aU  occo- 
I  siops  used  his  utmojit  eodea;?pprs  ,tp  ^b^fvit 
I  the  l^lcient  enabliahed  copsutption  of  paiiliii- 
meots,  th^jgreat  f^nd  pply  security  of  the  po- 
rogative  otthe  crown,  and  of  the/i|^cs,  libef- 
ties  and  properties  of  ifho  people;  jwd  being 
most  widiealy  determipedy  at;vn^  6ityJ  blo«^^ 
as  for  a#  in  bim  Uj,  to  destrof  >the  fr/eedkw» 
and  independency  of  Xhe  Houa^  of  J>NEds,.the 
great  ornameot  and  qeaDSataupporc  o^  the  im^ 
rial  crown  of  these  xeaims ;  and  foia^y  intondipg 
to  disguise  JUia  mischievous  ipyrposes  VM^der  a 
pretended  xe^l  fnr  thf  prerogative  of  the 
crown ;  he  the  said  jUbert  carl  of  Oixford  and 
earl  Mortimer,  on  or  ai>out  thf  loooiUs  of 
December  or  Jaoo^ry  ^7^1,  whilst  the  Hpuso 
pf  Lords  were  .under  an  adjotumaaeot,  amI 
had  reaspo  to  expect,  that  op  their  a^t  moot- 
ing, matters  of  tbe  highest  importance  would 
be  communicated  to  them  from  tbo  tkro^i 
they  having  some  few  days  before  given  thek 
bumble  opmioM  and  advice  to  her  majesty, 
'  That  no  peaoe  coqid  be  safe  or  hooourooU  4o 

*  Great  Britaip  or  Eunm,  if  Spain  apd  the  WfOt 

*  Indies  were  to  be  allotted  to  any  branch  of 

*  the  House  of  Bourbon  ;*  bei«g  then  lord  bif^ 
treasurer  of  jQreat  Britain  aod  one  ot  her  mi^ie^ 
tjr'?  privy  coppdl,  and  assumit^to  hugpseif  an  arw 
lul^ry  direction  and  cPOtrol  iu  her  swyesty^s 
councils,  contrary  to  hi|  doty  and  bis  oatb,  and 
in  violation  of  the  great  trust  reposed  in  hiai, 
aod  with  an  rmmediate  porpoie  to  render  in- 
fifi^toal  tbe  q]«v7  imroest  rey<wetow>s  of 
i>er  majesty's  allies  acainst  the  saia  ofgot|a» 
MQ09  offm^h  A»  Wi4  M.tQ  prtijitt  thefaod 
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I  ttiem,  and  every  of  tbeWj  bad  aod  u%ed,  9M 
^  shall  be  agreeable  to  law  aud  justice;  and  thej 
do  furtber  praj  aod  demand,  that  the  ssid 
Robert  earl  of  Oiford  and  tari  Mordnier  may 
be  seqaeitered  from  parliament^  and  forthwith 
commitced  to  iufe  custody.'* 


effects  of  the  said  advice  of  the  House  of 
Lords/nnd  in  order  to  obtain  such  future  reso- 
lutions of  that  house  of  parliament,  on  the  im- 
portant subject  of  the  negociations  of  peace, 
a&  migtit  shelter,  and  promote  his  secret  and 
tinwurrantable  proceedings,  together  with  other 
false  and  evil  counsellors,  did  advise  her  ma- 
jesfy  to  make  and  create  twelve  peers  of  this 
Teatm  and  lords  of  parliament;  and,  pursuant 
to  his  destructive  cotinselS)  letters  patents  did 
forthwith  pass,  and  writs  issued,  whereby 
twelve  peers  were  made  and  created  ;  and  did 
likewise  advise  her  majesty  immediately  lo 
Call  hnd  summon  them  to  parliament ;  which 
being  done  accordin^rly,  tie)  took  their  seats 
in  the  House  of  'Lorcfs  on  </r  about  the  2d  of 
January  1711,  to  which  day  the  House  then 
stood  adiourned ;  whereby  the  said  Robert 
earl  of  Ox  lord  and  earl  Mortimer  did  most 
highly  abuse  the  influence  he  then  had  with 
her  majesty  ;  and  prevailed  on  her  to  exercise 
in  the  most  unprecedented  and  dangerous 
manner  that  valuable  and  und<iubted  preroga- 
ttre,  which  the  wisdonn  of  the  laws  and  con- 
•titution  of  this  kingdom  hath  entrusted  with 
the  crown  for  the  rewarding  signaJ  virtue  and 
distinguished  merit:  by  which  desperate  ad- 
TJce,  he  did  not  only,  as  far  as  in  him  lay,  de- 
prive ber  majesty  of  the  continuance  of  those 
seasonable  and  wholesome  counsels,  in  that 
critical  juncture;  hut  wicketUy  perverted  the 
tmeand  only  end  of  that  great  and  useful  pre- 
rogative, to  the  dishonour  of  the  crown,  and 
the  irreparable  mischief  to  the  constitution  of 
parliaments'?  aH  which  crimes  and  misde- 
meanors were  committed  and  done,  by  him  the 
•aid  £ari,  against  our  late  sovereign'  lady  tl>e 
Queen,  her  crown  and  dignity,  the  peace  and 
interest  of  this  kingdom,  and  in  breach  of  the 
several  trusts  reposed  in  him  the  said  Earl ; 
and  he  the  said  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer 
was  lord  high  treasurer  of  Great  Britain,  and 
one  of  her  majesty's  privy  council,  during  the 
time  that  all  anci  every  the  crimes  before  set 
forth  were  done  and  committed:  for  which 
matters  and  things,  the  knights,  citizens  aod 
liorgesses,  of  the  House  of  Commons,  in  par- 
liament assembled,  do>  in  the  name  of  them- 
selves and  of  all  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain, 
impeach  the  said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and 
•an  Moi  timer  of  high  treason,  and  other  high 
crimes  and  misdemeanors  in  the  said  articles 
contained. 

**  And  the  said  Commons,  by  protestation, 
saving  to  themselves  the  liberty  of  exhibiting,  at 
cny  time  hereafter,  any  other  accusations  or 
impeachments  against  the  said  earl,  and  also  of 
replying  to  the  .aifswers  which  the  said  Robert 
carl  of  Oxford,  and  earl  Mortimer  shall  make 
Co  the  premises,  or  any  of  them,  or  to  any  im- 
peachment or  accusation  that  shall  be  by  them 
exhibited  according  to  the  course  and  pro- 
ceedings of  parliament;  do  pray,  that  the 
said  IU>brrt  earl  of  Oxford  aod  farl  Mor- 
timer be  put  to  answer  all  aad  every  the  pre- 
mises; and  that  such  proceedings,  examma* 
tioos,  irialsi   and  jadgmsnu,  may  be  upon 


Debate  on  Ike  $aid  Articki.]  The  lord 
Coniogsby  having  left  the  said  Articles  with 
the  Lords,,  and  being  withdrawn,  a  motioo  was 
made,  Tliat  the  consideration  of  the  Articles 
of  Impeachment  be  adjourned  to  the  Monday 
following,  which  was  backed  by 

The  Bishop  of  Rocheiter  (Or.  Francis  At€er« 
bury)  who  urged,  That  this  accusation  wfw  of 
so  extraordinary  a  nature,  and  so  very  impor* 
tant,  both  in  itself  and  its  consequences,  tbat 
the  House  ought  to  proceed  on  it  with  tbc  ut» 
moi^c  caution  and  deliberation.  He  was  an- 
swered by 

The  Duke  of  Argyle,  who  said.  It  was  wcll< 
known,  the  prehite  who  spoke  last,  had,  of 
late,  studied  more  politics  than  divinity  ;  and 
was  thoroughly  acquainted  i«ith  the  subject 
matter  of  the  Articles  that  lay  before  tbem  ; 
and  therefore  his  grace  did  not  doubt,  but  bis 
lordbh}p  was  now  as  ready  to  speak  to  thetD, 
ns  he  could  ever  be,  if  he  had  more  time  to  con- 
sider of  them. 

After  debate  the  quetticn  for  adjourniBg  was 
put,  and  carried  in  tlie  negative,  by  86  voices 
against  54 ;  thereupon  the  A  rtides  of  Impeach- 
ment were  read.  Then  a  motion  was  made, 
That  the  Judges  be  consulted ;  that  the  Ho«se 
might  bo  sapbfied,  whether  the  charge  contain- 
ed in  the  said  Articles  amounted  to  treason  f 
The  lords  Trevor  and  Harcourt,  the  dukes  of 
Shrewsbury  and  Leeds,  earl  Powlet,  the  lord 
North  and  Grey,  the  bishop  of  Rocliester,  and 
some  other  peers  of  the  sa^ie  side,  were  for  con- 
sulting the  judges ;  but  the  lord-cbanceUor,  the 
dukes  of  Argyle  and  Montrose,  tlie  earls  of 
Nottingham,  Sunderland,  Dorset,  and  Ilay  ; 
the  lord  viscount  Townshend^  and  some  other 
lords,  spoke  against  it.  Tlie4ord  Trevor  having 
gone  so  for,  as  to  declare  his  opinion.  That 
none  of  the  articles  amounted  to  high-trestton« 
he  was  answered  by  the  lord  Cowper,  who 
shewed  the  contrary,  and  challenged  all  tbs 
lawyers  in  Englaiid  to  disprove  his  arffumeI^s. 
The  other  side  still  insisting  on  consulting  the 
judges,  the  earl  of  Nottingham  jepresented  to 
them.  That  instead  of  favouring  thereby  cba 
noble  person,  who.  bad  the  mi^ortune  to  be 
impeached,  as  undoubtedly  they  meant  it,  tbej 
niight,  on  the  contrary,  do  bim  a  great  pr^a- 
dice.  For  if,  upon  consulting  the  judges,  tbej 
declared  the  charge  to  amount  to  treason,  hs 
would  stand  prejudged,  before  he  was  broi^lii 
to  his  criaL  After  some  other  speeches,  the 
negative  was  carried  by  84  voices  against  6S. 

T^e  Earl  of  Orford^t  Speech  in  kit  oaras  d^ 
fence,}  It  was  then  moved,  That  the  carl  of 
Oxford  be'  committed  to  safe  custody  in  the 
Tower,  which  occasioned  another  debate. 
Uereupoa, 
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Tte  Earl  of  Oxford  stood  up,  and  spoke  in 
Ins  ovfo  defence  as  fuUows : 

^  My  lords;  It  is  a  rery  great  misfortane 
iof  any  man  to  fall  under  the  displeasnre  of  so 
great  and  powerfbl  %  bodjr  as  the  Commons  of 
Great  Britain:  And  tbis  misfortune  is  the 
4ieavier  upon  me,  because  I  bad  the  honour  to 
be  placed  at  the  bead  of  the  late  ministry,  and 
fDust  now,  it  seems,  be  made  accountable  for 
all  the  measures  that  were  then  pursued.  But, 
OD  the  other  band,  it  is  a  very  great  comfort  to 
me  Qoder  this  misfortune,  that  1  have  the  ho- 
nour to  be  a  member  of  this  august  assembly : 
An  assembly  which  always  squares  tbeir  pro- 
ceedings and  judgmcnis  by  tjie  rules  of  honour, 
justice,  and  equity ;  and  is  not  to  be  biassed 
by  a  spirit  of  party. 

^  My  lords;  I  could  say  a  f>r€at  deal  to  clear 
myself  of  the  charge  which  is  brought  against 
me :  But  as  I  now  labour  under  an  indisposi- 
tion of  body,  besides  the  fatigue  of  this  long 
sitting,  I  shall  contract  what  I  have  to  say  in  a 
narrow  compass.  This  whole  accusation  mny^ 
n  seems,  be  reduced  to  the  negbciation  and 
conclusion  of  the  peace:  That  the  nation 
winted  a  peace,  no  body  will  deny ;  and,  1 
bape,  it  will  be  as  easily  made  out,  that  the 
oooditions  of  this  peace  are  as  good  as  could 
be  espected,  considering  the  circumstances 
wherein  it  was  made,  and  the  backwardness 
and  reluctancy  which  some  of  the  allies  shewed 
to  come  into  the  Queen's  measures.  This  is 
obtain ,  that  thb  peace,  as  bad  as  it  is  now  re- 
presented, was  approved  by  two  successive  piar- 
liaments.  It  is,  indeed,  suggested  against  this 
peace,  that  it  was  a  separate  one :  But  I  hope, 
my  lords,  it  will  be  made  appear,  that  it  was 
general ;  and  that  it  was  France,  and  not  Great 
Britain,  that  made  the  first  steps  towards  a  ne 
gDii^tion.  And,  my  lords,  I  will  be  bold  to 
ssy,  that  during  my  whole  administration,  the 
sovereign  upon  the  throne  was  loved  at  home, 
and  feared  abroad. 

**  As  tp  the  business  of  Tournay,  which  is 
made  a  capital  charge,  I  can  snfeJy  aver,  that  I 
bad  DO  manner  of  share  in  it;  and  that  the 
same  was  wholly  transacted  by  that  unfortu- 
nate nobleman  who  thought  fit  to  step  aside: 
Bat  I  dare  say  in  bis  l)ehalf,jhat  if.iliis  charge 
coold  be  p.'oved,  it  would  not  amount  to  trea- 
ion.  For  my  own  part,  as  I  always  acted  by 
the  unmcdiate  directions  and  commands  of  tb^ 
late  queen,  and  never  offended  against  any 
known  law,  I  am  justified  in  my  own  con- 
science, and  unconcerned  fur  the  life  of  an  in- 
significant old  man.  But  I  cannot,  without 
the  highest  ingratitude,  be  unconcerned  for  the 
best  of  queens :  A  queen  wno  heaped  upon  me 
bouours  and  preferments,  though  I  never  asked 
fur  them ;  and  therefore  I  think  myself  under 
en  oUigation  to  vindicate  her  memory,  and  the 
measures  she  pursued,  with  my  dying  breath. 

**  My  lords ;  Tf  ministers  of  state,  acting  by 
the  immediate  commands  of  their  sovereign,. 
aie  afterwards  to  be  made  accountable  for  their 
pieceedings,  it  may,  one  day  or  other,  be  the 
esas  of  ail  the  menbers  ef  tbii  august  assem 


bly  t  I  de  not  doubt,  therefore,  that  out  of  re«* 
gard  to  yourselves,  your  lordship's  will  give  m« 
an  equitable  bearing ;  and  I  hope  that,  in  the 
prosecution  of  this  inquiry,  it  will  appear,  that 
X  have  mVited  not  only  the  indulgence^  but  ■ 
likewise  the  favour  of  the  government. 

'*  My  lords;  I  am  now  to  take  my  leave  of 
your  lordships,  aod  of  this  hooourabic  Ilouse^ 
perhaps  for  ever !  I  shall  lay  down  my  life  with 
pleasure,  in  a  cause  favoured  by  my  late  dear 
royal  mistress.  And  when  I  consider  that  I 
am  to  be  judged  by  the  justice,  honour,  and  vir« 
tue  of  my  peers,  I  shall  acquiesce,  and  retire 
with  great  content :  And,  my  lords,  God's  will 
be  done." 

Before  the  question  for  committing  the  earl 
of  Oxford  to  safe  custody  was  put,  the  duke  of 
Shrewsbury  acquainted  the  House,  That  the 
said  Earl  was,  at  present,  very  much  indisposed 
with  the  gravel ;  and  therefore  he  hoped  the 
House  would  not  immediately  send  him  to  the 
Tower,  but  suffer  him  to  be,  for  two  or*  three 
days,  undeV  the  custody  of  the  Black  Rod  at 
his  own  house,  where  he  might  have  the  at* 
tendance  and  assistance  of  his  relations  and 
servants:  That  however  he  did  not  propose 
this  as  a  motion,  because  be  was  against  com* 
mitting  him  at  all,  but  only  left  it  ro  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House.  His  grace  was  second- 
ed by  the  earl  Poulet  \  and  no  opposition  being 
oifered,  the  earl  of  Oxford  withdrew,  leaving 
word  with  the  Usher  of  the  Black  liod,  that  be 
would  be  at  home.*  After  this  the  question 
was  put.  That  the  said  Earl  be  committed  to 
safe  custody,  which  was  carried  in  the  affirma* 
tive,  by  82  voices  against  50  ;  and  so  the  House 
rose  about  a  quarter  past  one  in  the  morning : 
when  the  Usher  of  the  Black  Rod  went  to  the 
earl  of  Oxford's  hous^  communicated  to  him 
the  order  of  the  House  of  Peers  for  taking  him 
into  custody,  and  left  some  of  his  officers  for 
that  purpose  in  his  lordship's  house.  It  was  ob- 
served, that  of  twenty  bishops  who  were  that 
day  in  the  House,  six  only  were  for  the  earl  of 
Oxford,  vis.  Tlie  archbishop  of  York,  and  the 
bishops  of  London,  Rochester,  Bristol,  Chester^ 
and  Durham. 

July  11.  The  Lords  ordered,  That  the  earl 
of  Oxford  be  brought  to  the  bar  of  their 
Hoose  the  next  morning,  in  order  to  be  sent  to 
the  Tower. 

The  Earl  of  Oxford  toted  to  the  Tower.'] 
July  H.  The  earl  of  Oxford  was,  according 
to  order,  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  House  of 
Lords,  where  having  received  a  copy  of  tha^ 
Articles  of  Impeachment  against  him,  he  re* 
presented  to  their  lordships;  '*  That  the  ablest 
men  in  the  nation  ihad  been  many  weeks  in 
drawing  up  those  long  Articles  against  him : 
and  therefore  he  hoped  the  House  would  allow 
him  a  proportionable  time  to  answer  them.'* 

♦  "  When  the  earl  of  Oxford  went  home,  he 
was  attended  by  a  mob  that  cried  out, '  High- 
<  Church,  Ormondf  and  Oxford  for  ^ver/  7 
Oldmizon.  r~^  i 
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His  lordship  took  that  occBsiop  to  retpro  their 
Idrdships  Ini  hearty  tjianks  for  their  great  Ihi- 
nfiiiity  in  not  sending  him  to  the  Tower  the 
Saturday  before;  ahd  as  he  still  laboured 
under  the  same  indisposition  of  body,  he  hufn- 
biy  desired  their  lordships  to  permit  hiip  to 
continue  some  few  days  more  at  his  own  house, 
imder^  the  custody  of  the  black  rod.'' 

The  Earl  of  Oxford  being  withdrawn  to  the 
black  rod  room,, the  Lords  resolved  to  allow  him 
a  month  to  ans^^er  the  Articles  of  Impeachment; 
and  as  to  his  la^t*  request,  Dr.  Mead,  one  of 
his  lordship's  physicrans,  beitig  consulted,  and 
having  made  an  affidavit,  **  That  if  the  earl 
were  sent  to  the  Tower,  his  Kfe  ^ould  be 
in  danger:''  A  motion  was  made,  *< That  he 
miiht  continue  in  his  house  till  the  Monday 
following :"  Jbut  this  was  opposed,  and  after 
debate  it  wascarriod,  by  81  V9ices  against  55, 
that  ^e  ibould"  be  carried  to  the  Tower  on 
Saturday  next,* 

Jn  tjiis  dji/s  ^ebfite, 

TAeB^rl  of4Mglfsea,  (bailing  .W»Jdf"  That  it 
9j^X9  be  fefiftd  tbes^  viql^iu  meapuMrep  would 
flM^e  thev^eptre^h^e  AP.the  king's  hands  :^ 
fBveqil  members  were  ofi^ded  M.this  tngges- 
tion,  i^d  Aome  cri^,  **t}^  ToRer/'  jtnd  ^bers 
oojy**  border.?' 

Xhe  Eavl  of  ^iAt\erlafi(i  st<u)dipg.up9  AtUd, 
f^jUBtcembied  yriib  infligm^tioa  to  :|ye^^uQh 
^ords  proi^unqed  in  tluU  npt^l^  .f^ss^nJW/  ; 
that  if  tliey  bad  been  npoke  any  nk^rsfiifi, 
^t  fVQuld  ci^l  the  .|)er9oo  that  Apoke  ith^w  to 
HP  accouju :"  Bat  all  he  could  do  ithfivfi  WW 

A^  The^earl  of  Oxford  wai  by  roaoy  blamed 
for  putting  off  his  going  ,to  the  Tower ;  which 
Ifaey  said  did  not  correspond  with  tliat^nnoess 
be  had  hitherto  shewn.  It  is  certain,  as  he 
came  in  his  own  coach  to  the  House  of  Lords 
be  roigbt  with  as  much  ease  have  been,  carried 
to  the  Tower  either  by  water,  or  in  a  sedan, 
and  lia^e  had  there  the  same  attendance  of  his 
friends  and  physicianA.  The  House  having  met 
on  Friday,  the  15th  of  July,  they  adjourned  to 
liooday  following,  to  avoid,  as  it  was  generally 
surmised,  any  fresh  motioa,  which  the-earl  of 
Oxford'^  .fri«nd9  might  myike  for  deferring  4iis 
bei|ig  tent  to  the  Toirer,  where  h^  was  carried 
tgr  the  bl|ok  rod  on  tbe  day  appointed,  about 
eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  m  his  chariot, 
attended  by  two  hackney  coaches,  in  wl^ich 
were  his  lady,  his  son  tl^e  lor^  Harley,  atij^sopie 
other  of  the  earl's  relations  and  servants. 
Though  these  three  coaches  went  from  h)s 
house,  near  St.  James's  pal^ce,  up  St.  James'3 
street,  and  the^  through  riccadilly,  Gerard 
street,  Monmouth  strecft,  and  Hoiboum,  with 
design  to  avoid  a  crowd,  yet  were  they  at- 
tended bj  a  great  pauy  of  the  common  people^ 
Ifhose  numbers  bemg  much  increased  in  their 
return  from  the  Tower,  they  raised  a  tumult  in 
the  streets,  with  their  cry  of  High-church,  Qr- 
mond,  and  Oxford  for  ever,  upon  which  three 
|>r  four  of  the  mutineers  were  by  the  consta- 
ble carried  to  the  round-house.''   Tindal. 


to  o^ove  ^hat  he  mfj^}  ^eijil^n  himsi^f.  ^e 
was  seconded  by* 

The  Duke  of  Jtoxh^rgA,  who  said,  "That 
the  scepter  fvas  so  well'  rivited  in  the  king's 
hand,  tnat  instead  of  sh^kii^  it  would  crush 
all  his  majesty's  enenriies."  The  enrl  of  BeA- 
lev  and  some  other  lords  backed  also  tbe  earl 
or  Sutheriand*s  motion  :  whereupon 

The  Earl  of*  AngUiea  stood  up,  and  said^ 
"That  it  was  but  too  manifest,l)y  the  riots 
that  were  daily  committed  in  seveml  parts  of 
the  kingdom,  that  the  nation  [in  general  w^ 
against  these  Impeacliipents ;  that  for,bis  own 
part,  he  was  so  tar  from  approvii^  those  tu- 
multuous assemblies  and  disorders,  that  he 
rather  wished  a  stop  might  speedily  be  put  to 
them,  by  exemplary  punishments;  That  he 
bad  on  ^veral  occasions,  given  sufficient  pr^o/s 
of  his  zeal  and  affection  for  the  Revplution  and 
the  Frotestant  successiop  ;  that  ^hat  h^  bad 
now  advanced,  was  the  resplt  of  tl^e  ^ame  zeal 
for  the  peace  aM  prosperity  of  his  majesty's 
reign :  however,  if  he  had  b^o  so  uiihappy  as^ 
by  any  unguarded  or  passionate  expression,  to 
give  offence  to  that  aiigust  attefobiy^  he  was 
yery  sorry  for^l" 


Notwitlntanding  this  jqKilocy,  some 
bem  .vtiere  ioqlioed  to  hate  his  lordship  sent  te 
ibe  To»er,ibut  the  ^ery  words  he  had  spokca 
not  ihaviog  <been  taken  down  in  writing,  tbe 
iiouseadnnued  his  lordship's  ezpbination  ;  aod 
so  that  matter  went  no  foirther.  It  is  oheenr- 
able  .that  on  ^is  occasion,  besides  the  ais 
bishops  before  mentioned,  those  of  Bath 'and 
Wells,  andSt.  David's,  TOted  for  the  jeari  of 
Oxford. 

Ad^reuofthe  Cami^iQnt  r^p^ting  ike  2W* 
mulU,*}  July  16.  Tlie  Commons  unanimously 
resolvaa,  'Th^t  an  liutpble  Addre88.be  presented 
to  his  roajestjr,  that  he  will  be  j^raq^n^^f  pleas 
ed  to  Eive  directions  to  the  several  magistrate 
tlirbugiiout  the  kingdom,  That  the  laws  may  be 
pot  in  a  speedy  apdthe  most  vigorous  apKecution 
figaiast  an  suc|i  persons,  who  shtJI  be  fqiind 
any  way  concerned  in  the  late  reoellioiis  fmd 
tumultuotis  riots  and  disorders  oommitteil,  an^ 

^  **  The  day  before  the  earl  of  Oxford  waf  sea^ 
to  the  Tower,  the  House  of  Commons  nquvta 
infprmation  of  their  tuainltuous  proceedings  is 
Staffordshire,  where  several  meetine-hpuses 
had  been  pulled  down  by  the  mob.  t)pon  this 
the  Commons  unanimously  resolved  to  addresi 
the  king,  that  the  laws  might  be  put  in  a  tpeedy 
and  most  vigorous  execution  a^nst  tlie  riot- 
ers, and  an  account  be  taken  of  such  justices 
as  failed  in  the  disioharae  of  their  duty  ;  and 
that  the  su^r^rs,  by  these  riots,  may  have  a 
fullcoippensation  fpr  their  damfiges,  which  th^ 
would  enable  his  m^esty  to  make  good,  out 
of  tbe  next  aids  granted  ^y  parliaipent.  Hm 
king,  in  his  answer,  promise^  ^  i^inediate 
compliance  with  tMr  request,,  and  hope^  lij 
their  seasonable  assistance,  to  suppr^  the 
spirit  of  rebellion,  a^d  e^t{^l^  F^fM^  X^ 
prosperity.''    Tf^^ 
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that  the  ftwa.  now  in  force  maj  be  ptt  in  m 


npW^can^gdnj  in  several  pardi  of  this  king- 
ioim,  bj  persons  disaffected  to  h»  majesty  and 
his  government ;  and  that  a  strict  enquiry  be 
who  are  the  promoters  and  authors  oT 


tfaesudtomolts  and  riots;  and  thai  an  account 


may  l>e  taken  of  such  justices  of  the  peace,  as 
hive  failed  in  the  discharge  o(  tlieir  duty  oh 
these  occasions;  and  that  sii^ch  justices^who  shall 
i^^peai*  to  his  majesty  to  hiave  neglected  their 
dotVy  be  forthwith  pot  out  of  the  cororoissions 
of  the  aeace ;  and*  that  such  other  magistrates, 
as^had  appear  likewise  to  have  neglected  their 
daty  therein,  m^y  be  pr^oceeded  against  with' 
tfaeatmost  ri^ur  of  the  Jaw  :  and  that  his  ma- 
jesty will  likewise  be  pleased  to  direct,  that  an 
ttattabcokftit  roHy  be  taken  of  the  Icsfeed  and 
Mia|^  which  fab  mirtest/s  sobfects  have 
sistaioed,  by  reason  of  thiMe  tatnomioos  and' 
tebeiiious  proceedings ;  and  that  tbb  suffidrers 
mf  \a^t  fait  cdmpeniatioii  macfe  thehifor  ihtUr 
MMgesr  fltnd'  to  assure  his  rtajes^,  Umr&H 
nch  eipeuseii  as  hitf  majesty  shall'  h€  at  otv  that 
dbcQttec,  shall  b«  nkad«  gpod  to  bis  maje^ 
(M  of  the  Utttt  aids  that  sbulT  be  afterwafcfr 
granted  by  parliament;?  and  alsfOj  thltt  the 
laws  aeainst  papists  and  Nonjurors  may  be  ef- 
fectually pot  m  execution. 

Ordmd,  That  a  Committer  be  appointed  to 
(kMr  op  an  Address,  upon  the  said  resolution. 

Jdy  18»    Mr.  Solidtoir  General    report!^ 
ffom  itik  saidf  cotamitte^  th6  following  Addr^s^ 
Meh  wiks  ^^ed  to  7i«ml  con, 
tHiifH  Gracious  Sovereign  ; 

"We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
n^jects,  the  Commons  in  parliament  assembled, 
being  highly  concerned  a£  the  continued  en- 
deavours of  the  enemies  of  your  person  pnd 
Spveriiihenc  to  disturb  the  tranquilhty  and  hap- 
piae^  o^your  kingdoms,  and  to  deprive  your 
people  of  the  great  bfessings  they  enjoy  under 
yoor  auspidous  reign  ;  and  it  having  appeared 
to  us,  thtit,  by  the  encouragement,  and  the 
^Ise  and  traiterous'  insinuations,  of  persons 
disaffected  to  your  title  and  government,  great 
nunttbers  of  your  poor  deluded  subjects  have 
been  prevailed  upon,  in  many  parts  of  the 
lungdom,  to  assemble  together,  and,  in  a  tu- 
BQltuous  and  rebellious  nranner,  to  commit 
peat  disorders,  and  do  great  injuries  to  others 
of  their  fdlow-subjects  and  felfow-protestants ; 
we  think  it  our  indispensable  duty,  on  this  oc- 
casion, to  express  our  utmost  abhorrence  of  all 
ttch  traiterous  proceedings,  and  our  highest 
fitment  asamst  the  authors  and  promote 
Qi  them  ;  and  to  renew  to  your  miycsty  the 
hearty  and  yigorous  reselntions  of  yonr  faithful 
Commoos  to  su{>port  Tour  naajesty,  and  your 
9>vernment,  against  all  ybur  open  and  secret 
^i^CQues ;  and  to  contribute  tlie  utmost  in  our 
power  to  the  honour  and  safety  of  your  sacred 
l»«»on,  and  the  quiet  and  Security  of  your  lo- 
teraiaent:  j      ^       v 

/"And  to  that  end,  we  crave  leave  most 
■^hly  to  beseech  your  majesty^  that  you  wi^ 

begradouslj  pleased  to  give  directi6ns  ^  the 
**^enl  magittnitei  throi^at  your  kingdom^ 


speedy,  and  in  the  most  vigprpus,  executioji- 
agaiubt  an  sucJi  persons  as  shall  bcr  found  anj 
way  concerned  in  the"  rebellious  and  tumuJtn* 
ous  nob  and  disorders  vkhich  have  been  com- 
mitted, and  are  now  carrying  on,  by  persons 
disaffected  to  your  niajesty,  and  your.govenw 
meht ;  aiid  that  a  strict  inquiry  may  be  made 
to  discover  Uie  authors  and  protootersof  them,, 
so  aJf  they  may  be  brought  to  condiirn  punish^ 
meht:  "^ 

"And  it  beiiig  apparent,  that  the  neglect  or 
misbefaavio^f  of  oAMiy  justices  of  p^'tfce,  and 
other  aa|i8Chii»6^  haVe  gjven  giteaft  ebcoUrag^ 
ment  to  jOie  said  disorders,  v*e  craVe  leave!  i* 
nil  bhmility,  to-  bfese^chVort-  oW^y,  that  att 
account  may  be  taken  of  sneh  justice^  of  thd 
peace,  as  hbte  failed  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duty  OD  these  oooisions ;  and  that  sucb  of  tbeot* 
as  shall  appear  to  yOur  miajesty  to  have  neg^' 
lected  their  duty,  maybe  forthwitbpntoutof 
the  commissions  of  the  peace;  and  that  such 
otihfei'  rfia^t^ies,  ^  shall  likewise  appear  to 
yotoif  majesty  to  have  neglected  Cheii'  d^  there- 
in, may  be  pl^eeded  agiOniit  Vrith  th6  utmo^ 
rigour  of  tfae,hi#. 

"  And  as  your  loyal  CottSmbhs  ar^  ftilly  as- 
sured, that,  by  the  wisdom  and  steadiness'  of 
your  administration,  the  sceptre  in  your  royal 
hand  will  soon  become  a  terror  to  ^\  those, 
who,  by  open  or  secret  practices,  shall  any* 
way  abet  the  enemies  of  your  perston'or  govern-*" 
nient ;  so,  from  our  most  dutifbl  regard  toybui" 
?^»j«*y»  atid  in  justice  to  those  of  your  sub^ 
jectsy  i*ho  for  their  tieial,  and  fimi  adherenco^ 
to  yfbxtr  majesty,'  and  your  government,  baVtf 
beAi  sufi^rers  in  th6  said  tumultuous  and/ 
traiterous' disorders,  we  dd  mttst  humbly  be- 
seech your  majesty ;  that  yoa  will  be  most 
gracibnsly  pleased  to  giVe  dirdctionf,  that  atf 
exact  accotmt  nttiy  be  teken  of  the  loiseij  aillf 
damages  whfch  any  of  ybtir  sobjefcts  have  so*-' 
tain*d  by  reAsrtn  of  th#  said  tumufttions  anrf 
rebiSlfiOuS* proceedings;  and  that  the  sufiei'ert 
may  havift  fiitl  comp^ttsMtion  mi4«^  Hirtir  fo/ 
thew  daAa^ef ;  your  fait&ful  Commons  mo^ 
humbly  assuring  your  majesty,  that  all  ei^pehcei 
which  shall  hi  irtOtiVrtdfon  that  nceoot^t,  shall 
be  made  gbotf  tb  y'oiA'  majesty  oiit  of  the  next 
aids  that  shttU  b&  Aflfeifwards  grriifted  by  prf^^ 
Hsimf At : 

«  Ata,  ftfr  the  stfcority  df  vM-  sacred  p» 
ndn,  and  tIre'qtttetWg  the  minds  of  Vdiir  failhftrf 
,  rtbjetts,  we  do  ftifther  iMit  htoMi  advr^ 
»  yoto  rtMjesty,  th«l  yott  #in  l^  grdciboiW 
pl^ltfd  to  give'  others,  tB^  the*  migistratA 
throughout  {tM  ^donV,  i^  th<^  ee^Mt 
stations,  da  speedily  and  effettttaUy  put  the 
laws  ia  execution  again^i  papisis  fiad  bobw 
jurors.'' 

the  Kind's  Afimxfir.'}    fo  this  Address,  h» 
Majesty  gdve  the  following  answer  : 
'' Gentlemen: 

**  I  thank  you  heartily  for  yonv  address,  andb 
the  many  marks  of^esl  and  afiection  which- 
you  express  for  my  honour  and  mSety,  and  the 
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^•ecuricj  of  the  ktngdoin. —  I  will  gjve  imme- 
diate directions  for  putting  in  execution  the 
several  roatteis  which  you  so  justly  recom- 
mend to  me  ;  And  as  I  tim  resolved  on  ail 
occasions,  to  follow  the  advice  of  my  Pdrlia- 
k  roent ;  so  I  have  no  doubt,  but  that,  by  the 
blessing  of  Almighty  God,  and  your  seasonable 
and  vigorous  assistance,  I  shall  soon  be  enabled 
eflfectually  to  suppress  th^t  spirit  of  rebellion, 
which  is  so  industriously  fomented  among  us, 
and  to  establish  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  my 
people." 

The  Kimg*t  Speech  relaling  to  an  Invasion  by 

the  Fretemder.^    July  20.    The  king  came  to 

'the  house  of  peers  and  passed  several  acts. 

Then  his  miyesty,  after  conferring  with  the  Lord 

Chancellor,  spalEe  as  follows : 

"  My  lords,  and  gentlemea  ;  I  have  given 
direction  to  my  Lord  Chancellor,  to  declare  to 
yoa,  in  my  name  and  words,  a  matter  I  think 
of  the  greatest  importance.'^ 

Then  the  Lord  Chancellor  spake  as  follows: 

<'  I  haVis  received  his  majesty's  commands. 
So  deliver  to  you,  in  his  name,  this  his  majes- 
^s  speech,  now  put  into  my  hand  by  bis  ma^ 
"     jcsty  from  the  throne. 

*<  My  lords,  and  gentlemen, 

'<  The  zeal  you  have  shewn  for  preserving 
the  peaoe  of  my  kingdoms^  and  your  wisdom 
in  providing  so  good  a  law  to  prevent  all  riot- 
ous and  tumultuous  proceedings,  give  me 
neat  satisfaction ;  but  1  am  sorry  to  fiud, 
Uiat  such  a  spirit  of  rebellion  has  discovered 
itself,  as  leaves  no  room  to  doubt  -but  these 
disorders  are  set  on  foot  and  encouraged  by 
persons  disaffected  to  my  government,  in  ex- 
pectation of  being  supported  from  abroad. — 
The  preservation  of  our  excellent  constitution 
and  tne  security  of  our  holy  religion,  has  been 
and  always  shall  be,  my  chief  care ;  and  I 
caunot  question  but  your  concern  for  these  in- 
valuable blessings  is  so  great,  as  not  to  let  them 
be  exposed  to  such  attempts,  as,  I  have  certain 
advices,  are  preparing  by  the  Pretender  from 
abroad,  and  carrying  oQ  at  home  by  a  restless 
party  in  his  favour. 

^*  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons ; 

^'  III  these  circumstances,  I  think  it  proper  to 
ask  your  assbtance;  and  make  no  doubt  but 
you  will  so  far  consult  your  own  security,  as 
not  to  leave  the  nation,  under  a  rebellidn  ac- 
toally  befiun  at  home,  and  threatened  with  an 
invasion  from  abroad,  in  a  defenceless  oondi- 
lion  :  And  I  shall  look  upon  the  provision  you 
shall  make  for  the  safety  of  my  people,  as  the 
best  mark  of  your  affection  to  me." 

The  Lord^AMrett  thereon.}  His  majesty 
Jiaviag  rf'tired,  the  I^rds  agteed  upon  the  fo^ 
lowing  address : 

^  Most  gracious  sovereign ;  We,  your  ma- 
jesty's most  dutiful  and  \ojid  subjects,  the  Lords 
•pintual  and  temporafin  parliament  assembled, 
beg  leave  to  return  your  majesty  the  nlbst  humble 
^baoksof  this  House,  for  your  majesty's  most 
|n»cious  «i|anuicesy  ^  Thut  the  preservation  of 


'  our  excellent  constitution,  and  the  s^rity  of 
*  our  holy  religion,  has  been,  and  always  shall  be 
'  your  chief  care ;'  and  fur  communicating  to 
your  parliament  the  advices  from  abroad,  of 
an  intended  invasion  of  these  kingdoms,  coun- 
tenanced and  encouraged  by  insurrectioAs  here 
at  home,  fomented  and  stirred  np  by  the  abet* 
tors  and  supporters  of  the  Pretender's  interest. 
And  we 'do  most  humbly  assure  your  majesty, 
that  this  House  will  stand  by  and  assist  youf  ma- 
jesty, at  the  hazard  of  our  lives  and  fortunes, 
in  support  and  defence  of  your  sacred  person, 
and  your  undoubted  right  and  title  to  the  crown 
in  defiance  of  all  your  open  and  secret  ene- 
mies.'' 

The  King'i  Anti^er.]     The    said  Address 
being  the  next  day  presented  to  the  kiof,  bis 
majesty  gave  this  Answer  : 
<<  My  lords  ; 

**  I  thank  you  for  the  zealous  affisction  you 
express  towards  me,  and  the  assurances  which 
yon  sive  me  in  this  address ;  and  you  may  de- 
pencTon  my  punctually  making  good  all  those 
which  I  have  given  to  my  people,  either  on  this 
or  any  former  occasion." 

Address  of  the  Coimnons.']  The  Commons 
being  returned  to  their  House,  it  was  resolved, 
netn.  con, "  That  an  humble  Address  be  present- 
ed to  his  majesty,  to  return  the  most  homble 
and  dutiful  thanks  of  this  House  to  his  miyesty. 
for  communicating  to  his  partiameot,  the  ad- 
vices he  has  received  of  an  attempt  preparing  to. 
be  made  upon  the  nation  from  aoroad,  abetted 
and  encouraged  by  treasonable  practices  at 
home,  in  favour  of  a  pppisb  Pretender :  and  to 
assure  his  majesty,  that  this  House  will,  with 
their  lives  and  fortunes,  stand  by  and  support 
his  miyesty  against  all  his  open  and  secret  ene- 
mies ;  and  to  desire  his  majesty,  that  be  will 
immediately  give  directions  for  fitting  out  Such  a 
number  of  ships  as  may  effectually  guard  tbe 
coasts,  and  to  issue  out  commissions  for  aug- 
menting his  forces  by  land  ;  assuring  his  ma- 
jesty, this  House  will,  without  loss  of  time,  ef^ 
fectoally  enable  him  tol'aise  and  maintain  sodi 
a  number  of  forces,  both  by  sea  and  land,  as 
shall  be  necessary  for  the  defence  of  hb  sacred 
person,  and  for  the  security  of  his  kingdoms.'' 

After  this  Mr.  Freeman  stood  up,  and  re- 
presented *'  That  in  so  important  a  juncture, 
they  ought  to  lose  no  time  in  drawins  up  an 
address ;  and  therefore  moved,  That  the  said 
resolution  be  fohhwith  laid  before  his  majesty 
by  the  whole  House."  '  He  was  seconded  by 

The  lord  Guernsey,  who  said,  **  It  was  weU 
known  he  had,  on  many  occasions,  differed  from 
some  members  in  that  House  ;  but  beine  now 
convinced  that  our  liberty,  religion,  and  all  that 
is  dear  to  Englishmen,  were  aimed  at,  he  would 
(laying  his  hand  on  his  sword)  rather  die  with 
his  sword  in  his  hand,  than  survive  the  Pretend- 
er's coming  in,  though  he  were  to  enjoy  tbe 
greatest  honours  and  prefernlents  under  him.** 

Mr.  Hampden  hanng  likewise  backed  Mr« 
Freeman's  motion,  it  passed  into  a  resolution, 
nem.  con.  and  Mr.^Bosctwen|  who  was  ordered 
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t>  wtit  «a  drt  king  to  ftnovir  H»  majftstjr^s  ple»> 
itof,  wfaen  be*woaid  be  atcmided  l^  the  Hoaie, 
htiiiig,  about  six  m  the  evenirig,  i^poited,  that 
hs  mijestj  had  beeti  (leased  to  appoint  tmine- 
4Mj  at  bit  palace  at  St.  James's. 

The  King^s  Ansa^r.^  Tbe  House  went  thi- 
ther, with  their  speaker,  ai\d  laid  before  his 
Bujesty  tbe  said  resolution,  to  which  the  king 
was  pleased  to  reiuru  the  following  answer.    * 

^  Otatlemen  ;  I  thank  you  heartily  for  tlus 
Addtets,  The  zeal  and  vigour  which  you  shew 
apoa  this  occasion,  will,  I  trust  in  God,  enable 
me  to  defeat  tbe  evil  designs  of  our  enemies.  I 
will  immediately  give  directions  for  such  an  in* 
cjeasc  ofoor  forces,  by  sea  and  Innd,  as  I  shall 
jsdge  necessary  fur  your  secunty;  and  will 
order  estimates  of  tbe  charge  thereof  to  b^  laid 
before  you.'^ 

AUreu  to  the  King,  to  attdw  the  Offieen  on 
htdf pay  full  pay.]  Jnly  86,  Mr*  RvSert  Wal- 
poieviok  notice/*  of  the  measures  the  king  had 
taken,  pDrsoant  to  tbe  d^ire  and  advice  of 
that  House,  to  secure  his  dominions^  but  repre* 
tented,  tbac  in  ease  of  an  inrasion,  the  standinj| 
troops  and  new  levies  would  hardly  be  suffici- 
At :  and  as  he  thought  it  necessary,,  so  be 
Bioved,  that  the  officers  in  balfnpay  shduld  be 
pat  in  ft  capacity  to  serve  the  nation,!)?  allows 
fflg  ihem  rah  pay.**  Mr.  Secretary  Stanhope  se* 
oMded  Mr.  Walpole^s  motit^n;  and  general 
Ross  Only  having  made  a  slight  objection  toit^ 
fit^^ting,  that,  to  save  expences,  the  Standing 
legraients  might  be  augmented,  it  was  resolved, 
'^That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  his 
nrajesty,  that  he  would  be  graciously  pleased  to 
allow  ml  pay,  to  such  half-pay  officers  as  wer^ 
•ot  otherwise  prorided  tbr;  and  that  his  ma- 
testy  would  give  orders  to  the  said  officers  to 
hskl  themselves  in  readiness,  to  be  employed'm 
sach  manner  as  his  majesty  shookl  think  fit; 
aad  to  assure  his  ml^esty,  that  this  House  will 
supply  such  extraordinary  ex  pence  as  his  ma- 
jesty should  be  at  on  this  account,  out  of  the 
oext  aids  to  be  afterwards  granted  by  parlia- 
meat." 

Tbtt  Address  hein^  the  same  d^y  presented 
to  the  kin^  his  majesty  was  pleased  to  say, 
^  H^  he  looked  upon  It  as  a  fresh  instance  of 
the  doty  and  afiiectibn  of  this  Hpuse,  and  of 
their  zeal  for  the  security  and  preservation  of  his 
people  and  government.^' 

FtJKTHEB  AkTICLES  OP  IlfPEACFUENT 
4GAT1CST    TITE    EaRL    OF  OXFORD    AND    EaRL 


ed  from  theCommitt^  of  Secrecy,  That  ihey 
had  directed  him  to  exhibit  farther  Article^uf 
Impeachinetrt  of  litgh  crimes  and  misdemean* 
eon  agiunst  Robert  earl  of  Oxfbrd  and  earl 
Mofthner,  which  he  read  in  bis  place,  and  af- 
terwards delivered  them  in  at  the  table,  wbere 
Aey  fiere  read  :  and  a  motion  being  made  and^ 
the  question  put,  that  the  farther  consideration 

i  Tues- 

After 
f  ordered. 

Vouvn. 


me  qoesnonpm,  mat  lue  Tanner  consioe 
of  die  said  Articles  be  adjourned  till  the 
dM  following,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 
nit  wasordercdy  that  die  s^d  Arti< 


read  bne  by  one  ;  which  was  done  aocordiogtyl 
and,,  with  amendments  to  one  of  them,  upoa 
the  question  severally  puttherenpon,  they  were 
agreed  toby  the  House ;  who  ordered,  That  tbe 
said  Articles  be  engrossed;  and,  that  a  clauite  be 
prepared  lor  saving  liberty  to  tlje  Commons  to 
exhibit  any  farther  articles  against  the  said  Ro- 
bert earl^  of  Oxford  and  ear)  Mortimer* 

August  2.  The  engrossed  farther  Articles  of 
Impeachment  against  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and 
earl  Mortimer  were  read  ;  after  which  it  was 
ordered,  that  tlie  lonl  Coningsby  do  carry  those 
Articles  also  to  the  Lords  ;  which  his  lordship 
did  immediately.  Tbe  said  farther  Articles  are 
as  foUo+v :        /■ 

Further  ARTICLES  OF  IMPEACHMENT 

of  high  Crimes  and  Misdemeanors  against 
ROBERT  Earl  of  OXFORD  and  Earl 
MORTIMER. 

AftTlCLE  I. 

'^  That  whereas,  in  or  about  the  month  of 
January  in  the  year  1710-11,  a  dangerous  and 
destructive  Expedition  had  been  projected  and 
9et  on  foot,  unde^  the  pretence  of  making  a 
conquest  on  the  possessions  of  the  French  king 
in  North  America ;  but  with  a  real  design  to 
promote  his  interests,  by  weakening  the  con* 
federate  army  in  Flanders,  and  dissipating  tbe 
naval  force  of  this  kingdom ;  as  well  as  for  the 
sake  of  the  private  interest  and  corrupt  gain  of 
the  promoters  of  the  said  expedition  ;  he  th^ 
said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer, 
being  then  one  of  her  late  majesty's  privy 
council  nud  one  of  the  comrnrssioners  of  her 
majesty's  treasury,  was  not  only  wanting  in  h}s 
duty  to  her  late  majesty,  by  wilfully  and  in- 
dustriously absenting  from  the  meetings  of  othef 
persons  then  in  high  trust  under  her  majesty, 
wherein  the  said  Expedition  was  concerted  ; 
and,  by  not  advising  her  mhjesty  against,  and 
doing  what  in  him  lay  to  have  prevented,  the 
putting  the  same  in  execution ;  but  did,  con* 
trary  to  bis  oath  and  the  high  trust  then  re- 
posed in  him,  advise  her  majesty  to  consent  to 
the  making  ap  expedition  for  the  coiiqoering 
Canada,  and  the  city  of  Quebec,  on  the  river 
of  St.  I^rence,  it  North  America  :  and,  ia 
execution  of  his  said  evi)  councils,  he  did  fur*' 
ther  advise  her  majesty  to  give  orders  for  de- 
taching  several  battalions  of  tbe  forces  then 
in  the  service  of  beY-  majesty  in  -conjunc- 
tion with  her  allies  in  Flanders,  and  to  send 
the  same,  with   a  laxge  squadron  of  men  of 


MoETrMEE.]    Jnly  30.  Mr.R.  Walpote  report- 1 1  ^ar,  on  the  said  enterprise ;  although  the  said 


Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  eari  Mortimer  well 
knew,  that  tbe  said  project  or  ezpedicion,  hav-  ' 
ingbeen  frequently  deliberated  on,  and  m&-* 
turdy  considered  a  short  time  before  in  a 
committee  of  council,  was  then  laid  aside  a& 
dangerous  and  impracticable :  and  a  demand 
being  made,  at  the  treasury,  on  or  ahout  tbe 
months  of  May  and  June  1711,  for  the  sum  of 
98,0001.  or  thereabouts,  on  pretence  of  arms^ 
and  merchandizes  said  to  be  tent  on  the  seid. 


Article!  he    expedition  to  Ceoa<)<^ ;  he  the  said  Robert  earl 
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of  Oxf^  aad  e«rl  ]tl(»tiiiier,  being  then  lord 
high  treasurer  of  Gre&t  Briuin  and  one  of  her 
majesty^s  privj-council,  tboogh  be  well  koen, 
or  had  reason  to  suspect,  that  the  same  was  an 
unjust  and  exorhitant  demand^  and  a  great 
abuse  on  her  majesty  and  the  poUic,  and  such 
as  ought  not  to  have  been  complied  witb^  was 
Bct  only  wanting  in  his  duty  to  ber  miyesty,  in 
not  giving  bis  humble  advice  against  the  said 
demand,  or  at  least  in  not  representing  to  her 
the  ground  of  such  his  suspicion ;  but  did,  con- 
^trary  to  bis  oa:h  and  his  duty,  advise  ber  ma- 
jesty, ihat  the  said  sum  should  be  issued  and 
paid,  and  did  accordingly  countersign  a  wai^ 
rant  lo  the  paymaster  of  her  mtyf sty^s  forces 
for  the  payment  of  the  same ;  pursuant 
to  which,  the  same  was  •  issued  and  received  : 
and,  in  further  violation  of  his  oath,  his  doty, 
and  trust,  and  with  the  most  corrupt  design  to 
prevent  the  justice  due  to  her  majesty  and  the 
nation,  he  the  said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and 
earl  Martimer,  being  then  lord  high  treasurer 
^  Great  Britain,  and  exerciaine  a  ^moet  un- 
exampled arbitraty  power,  not  only  in  her  ma- 
jesty's private  councils,  but  extending  bis  evil 
influences  to  the  great  coungl  of  the  nation, 
after  the  said  expedition  had  proved  unsuccess* 
ful,  and  it  had  been  discovered  to  him  the  said 
Kobert  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer  that 
the  nation  had  been  cheated  of  above  20,000/. 
on  that  account,  did  most  ungracefully  and 
corruptly  employ  his  wicked  arts,  and  the 
credit  which  he  bad  gained  by  liis  many  false 
and  crafty  insinuations  and  practices,  to  keep 
the  House  of  Commons  from  examining  that 
aflair  ;  and,  in  or  about  the  month  of  August 
1714,  iq  a  letter  or  memorial,  under  bis  own 
hand,  to  her  late  majesty,  he  did  presume,  not 
only  to  insinuate  the  ill  opinion  he  therein  pre- 
tended always  to  have  had  of  the  said  expedi- 
tion, but  did  declare  the  suspicions  he  had  of 
the  great  injury  and  abuse  done  to  ber  ma- 
jesty and  the  public,  in  the  demand  of  the 
•aid  28,000/.,  even  at  the  time  when  the  same 
was  made,  and  that  the  public  had '  been 
cheated  of  above  20,000/.  on  that  account ; 
and,  in  the  said  memorial,  did  presume  further 
to    declare   to   her    majesty,   *  1  hat  he  was 

*  forced  to  use  all  his  skill  and  credit,  to  keep 
'  the  House  of  Commons  from  examining  that 

*  affair  the  last  parliament ;'  thereby  vainly, 
but  most  wickedly,  recommending  himself  to 
the  continuance  of  her  majesty's  favour,  by 
the  success  of  his  most  profligate  measures. 
By  ,ali  which  unparalleltd  corruptions  and 
most  dangerous  counsels  and  prcclipes  of  hfm  ^ 
the  said  fU)bert  earl  of  Oxford  aud  earl  Mpr* .  ^ 
timer,  the  good  and  ^thful  allies  of  her  ma- 
jesty were  deprived  of  the  aid  of  ber  majesty's 
troops,  (o  which  they  v^ere  entitled  by  their 
conventions;  and  the  confederate  army  in 
Flanders  was  greatly  diminished,  to  the  appa- 
rent advantage  ql  the  commoa  enemy  ;  .the 
public  money  granted  by  parliament  for  re- 
ducing the  power  of  France,  and  whicli  was 
expressly  appropriated  for  other  special  ser- 
*icei>  was  arbitrarily  and  illegally  misapplied 
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and  embezztcd,  and  a  beavy  M>t  toovred  oa 
the  nadoo ;  not  only  tittiog  tba  parliament, 
but  eyeo  in  cootcmpt  and  defiance  of  a  re- 
presentation made  by  the  Hoose  of  CorooioDs 
to  the  throne,  even  whilst  the  said  expeditioa 
was  coBcening ;  and  whereb;f  the  highest  in« 
justice  was  done,  in  sappresnng  an  inquiry  so 
jost  to  her  Majesty  and  her  peopfe ;  and  a 
lasting  reproach  and  scandal  brought  on  that 
Hoose  of  Commons  ;  of  «bicb  he  boasts,  as 
having  been  wrought  on,  by  his  corfopt  ioflu- 
enoe,  not  to  examine  into  so  high  and  scan- 
dalotts  an  abuse. 

Akticlb  U, 

<*  That  the  said  Robert  carl  of  Oxford  and 
earl  Mortimer,  not  contented  with  the  high 
employments  and  places  of  honoar  and  pro^t 
bestowed  on  him  by  her  late  majesty,  nor  with 
the  large  and  excessive  gains  by  him  made  by 
the  incomes  and  profits  of  the  said  employ- 
ments, on  or  about  the  month  of  October  1711^ 
whilst  tbe  nation  was  engaged  in  a  most  cx-^ 
pensive  war  against  France  and  Spain  for  pre- 
serving the  liberties  of  Europe,  and  greatly 
exhausted  with  the  supplies  and  taxes  for 
carrying  on  the  same,  and  was  under  sncb 
heavy  debts  as  were  impossible  to  be  satisfied 
without  the  utmost  frugality,  or  layiug  ^evous 
taxes  on  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  con- 
trary to  his  oath  and  his  high  trust,  and  m^kiDg 
a  most  dishonourable  and  ungrateful  use  ot  the 
ready  access  he  had  to  her  late  mi^esty,  did 
prevail  on  and  advise  her  majesiv  to  sign  a 
warrant  to  himself,  being  then  lord  higb  trea-« 
surer  ofGreatBritain,fortbeissuingandpayaienc 
of  the  su  m  of  13,000/.  to  John  Drammood,  esq. 
or  his  assigns,  for  such  special  services,  relatiur 
to  the  war,  as  her  majesty  had  directed ;  and 
the  said  Robert  eari  of  Oxford  and  earl  Morti- 
mer, on  or  about  the  34th  day  of  November 
following,  in  pursuance  of  tlie  said  warrant 
under  ber  majesty's  sign  manual ;  did  sign  a 
warrant  for  the  paynnent  of  the  said  l^fiOOL 
for  such  special  services  of  the  war  as  her 
majesty  had  directed,  altltough  no  special  ser- 
vices bad  been,  or  were  at  anytime  aflerwards, 
directed  by  ber  majesty,  to  whicb  the  said 
monies  wer^e  to  be.  applied:  and.  tbe  said 
eari  of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer  having  pri- 
vately desired  leave  of  the  said  Drummond  to 
strike  some  tin  tallies  in  his  the  said  Drum- 
mond's  name,  he  did,  pursuant  thereto,  direct 
that  qrdei^,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  13,000/L 
should  be  charged  in  the  register  of  tke  ex- 
chequer, on  monies  arising  by  sale  of  tin,  in  tbe 
name  of  the  said  John  Drummoncf;  and  though 
the  same  were  accordingly  struck,  in  the  name  of 
the  said  Drummond,  in  ot  about  the  month  of 
November  1711,  they  were  not  delivered  out  to 
tbe  said  Drummond,  but  were  kept  in  tbe  trea- 
sury chamber,  or  elsewhere  in  the  power  or 
custody  of  the  said  earl,  till  about  the  end  of 
January  following ;  when  the  said  Drummond 
having  occasidb,  as  the  said  Robert  eari  of 
Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer  well  knew,  to  go 
into  UoUaodi  at  thp  desko  and  request  of  & 
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taid  ttri,  be  endorsed  bis  name  on  tbe  said 
orders;  and  tbe  same  were  left  by  his  privity, 
direction  or  consent,  in  tbe  hands  of  Maste 
John  Taylor  a  clerk  of  the  treasury;  and  the 
said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer, 
having  afterwards  got  possession  of  the  said 
orders,  did  in  or  about  the  month  of  June 
1713,  send  an  order,  in  writing,  to  the  said 
Master  Taylor,  to  deliver  the  said  tallies  to  a 
servant  of  the  said  earl,  which  was  done  ac- 
cordingly, the  same  endorsements  not  being  at 
that  time  filled  op ;  and  the  said  Robert  earl  of 
Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer,  having  by  these 
cormpt  and  scandalous  methods,  got  the  said 

^  tallies  and  orders  into  his  own  hands,  did  after- 
wards fiU  op  assignments  of  the  said  orders  for 
1S,000/.  part  of  the  said  13,0Q0^.  to  himself, 
and  tbe  remaining  part  Co  such  other  persons  as 
be  tfaongfat  fit ;  and  did  afterwards,  in  or  about 
tbe  months  of  Augast,  October,  and  Novem* 
ber,  1713,  at  several  times,  dispose  of  the  said 
Orders  and  tallies  to  his  own  private  nse  and 
advantage;  and,  to  cover  tbe  said  scandalous 
embeizlemcnts,  be  tbe  said '  Robert  earl  of 
Oxford  and  earl  Morthner  did  afterwards,  as 
be  pretends,  advise  and  prevail  on  her  majesty, 
on  or  about  the  14th  of  December,  1713,  to 
sen  a  warrant  prepared  by  himself,  wherein, 

I  aner  the  recitals  or  his  own  good,  faithful,  and 
aoceptablfi  service  whicb  bad  tended  to  tht 
quiet,  safety,  and  prosperity  of  her  majestv 
and  her  realms,  tbongh  accompanied  with 
great  difficulties  on  himself  and  hazards  to  fcim 
and  his  family ;  and  that  her  majesty  was  re* 
solved  to  bestow  upon  him  a  sum  of  ready 
money  ;  but  the  said  earl  representing  to  her 
mijesty,  that  the  arrears  then  due  to  her  ser- 
Tsots  and  tradesinen  were  very  great  apd  press- 
ing ber  majesty  did  therefore  agree  and  deter- 
mme  that  he  should  have  to  bis  own  nse  tbe 
end  several  solns,  amoanting  to  13,000/.  com- 
prized in  the  orders  aforesaid;  it  was  direeted, 
that  tbe  said  John  Dnraimond  should  assign 
the  said  drders,  and  the  whole  right  and  bene- 
fit tbereo^  to  tbe  said  earl  and  his  assigns; 
altbougih  tbe  said  esrl  had  privately  and  dan- 
destindy  procored  firom  the  said  Drummond 
an  assignment  of  tbe  said  orders  near  two 
^ears  before  tbe  said  warrant,  and  had  fraudu- 
iendy  and  cormptly  disposed  and  converted 
them  to  bis  own  ose^  without  her  majesty's 
privity  or  cpnsent,  some  time  before  her  ma- 
jesty was  prevailed  on  to  sign  tbe  said  ^ar- 
rant :  and  thoogb  tbe  last  mentioned  warrant, 
if  any  such  there  be,  was  not  communicated 
to  the  said  Drummond  by  tbe  said  earl  during 
her  majesty's  life;  nor  was  the  same  counter- 
signed, nor  entered  in  the  treasury ;  yet  be  tbe 
said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl  i&ortuner, 
even  after  bis  said  cormptien  bad  been  disco- 
vered io  parliament,  did  presume  Without  the 
privity  of  the  said  Dmmmond,  to  send  tbe 
said  warrant  to  tbe  commissioners  of  bis  ma- 
jesty's treasury,  desiring  that  the  same  might 
theo  have  been  entered  in  the  treasury;  but 
the  sanae  was,  with  great  honour  and  justice, 
mtm^A  cobt  socattred  s  by  whicb  most  vile  and 


scandalous  corruption,  he  tbe  said  Robert  earl 
of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer  was  guilty  of  tbe 
most  notorious  breach  of  his  oath,  and  trust  as  . 
lord  bi^h  treasurer  of  Great  Britain,  of  (he 
highest  abuse  of  ber  majesty's  goodness,  and 
embezzlement  of  her  trtasare,  and  of  the 
greatest  injustice  and  oppression  of  other  her 
majesty's  subjects. 

Article  III. 

**Tbat  whereas;  by  the  estabHsbed  and 
known  laws  of  this  kingdom,  tbe  allowances 
or  appointments  for  the  maintenance  and  sup* 
port  of  ambassador?,  envoys,  plenipotentiaries, 
and  other  public  ministers  of  the  crown  iq  ^ 
foreign  courts,  ought  to  be  ascertained  in  due  . 
form  of  law,  as  well  in  honour,  as  in  justice  to 
tbe  imperial  erowo  bf  these  realms ;  and  where* 
as  the  said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  eari 
Mortimer,  in  or  about  the  month  of  July  or 
August  1712,  sent  Mstthew  P'rior  esquire,  an 
instrument  and  creature  of  his  own,  into  France, 
for  tbe  carrying  on  bis  separate  and  dangerous 
negotiations ;  and  did  afterwards,  in  the  month 
of  November  1713,  by  his  evil  counsels,  pre^ 
vail  on  ber  late  majesty,  without  1^  frivity  of, 
or  any  communication  with,  ber  allies^  to  send 
the  said  Matthew  Prior  as  ber  majesty's  pleni- 
potentiary to  the  French  king,  with  instruo 
tions  to  treat  and  conclod^  matters  of  the  high« 
est  importance  relating  to  the  general  negotia- 
tions of  peace ;  but  tbe  same  was  a  treacherous 
and  wicked  contrivance  of  him  the  said  Robert 
earl  of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer,  for  the  more 
efftoual  carrying  on  and  prbmottng  his  private, 
separate,  and  dangerous  practices,  with  tbe 
mmisters  of  France,. ^sfMl  the  enemies  of  be^ 
majesU  and  her  kingdoms ;  he  the  said  Robert  ' 
eari  of'^Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer,  not  regarding 
bis  oath  or  his  high  tmst*  or  tbe  laws  of  tlie 
kingdom,  did  most  corruptly  aiid  scandalously 
combine  with  the  said  Matthew  Prior,  for  thie  ' 
defrauding  ber  majesty  of  very  great  sums,  tinder  • 
the  colour  of  his  said  employments  in  France ; 
and,  to  that  end,  tbe  said  earl  did  contrive  that 
the  said  Prior  should  be  sent  into  France  with 
tbe  character  aforesaid,  but  without  any  settled 
appointments  or  allowances ;  but,  in- the  stead 
and  lieu  thereof,  bo  the  said  Robert  earl  of  Oz«  ' 
ford  and  earl  Mortimer  did  ^ive  the  said  Mat- 
thew Prior  an  unlimited  credit,  and  did  promise 
to  answer  and  pay  such  bills  as  the  said  Priolr 
shodd  draw  oot  him  doring  bis  residence  in 
France;  parsnant  to  wbidi  contrivance  and 
corrupt  agreement,  he  the  said  Matthew  Prior 
did,  between  tbe  S7th  of  August  in  the  year 
1719(N.  S.)and  the  10th  of  July  1714,  or  there- 
abouts, at  several  times,  draw  bills  of  exchange, 
to  the  amount  of  l%S60l.  or  thereabouts,  on 
him  the  said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl 
Mortimer,  which  he,  being  theli  lord  iiigb  trea- 
surer of  Great  Britain,  did  advise  and  prevail 
upon  ber  majesty  to  sign  warrants  for  tbe  pay- 
ment of,  and  did  countersign  the  8ame,dtbough 
the  said  Prior  was  no  way  entitled  to  any  such 
diowances  by  reason  of  his  said  employment, 
and  tibte  same  greatly  exceeded  Ibe  dlowaaoe 

igitizedby  VjOOQIC   - 


119]    PASL.  BISTCNKY,  1  Guam  L  I715.^-Jtort<r  A<fcfc»<^f«yuwhi>ii< '  [|8t 


.  «veD  of  an  ambassador  of  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain.  And  the  said  Robert  earl  of  OxCb>d 
and  earl  Mortimer  did,  in  the  years  1713, 1719, 
find  17 14,,  without  any  colour  of  anthoritjTy  bat 
Ibr  the  further  promoting  his  corrupt  and  wicked 
purposes,  prevail  on  and  advise  her  majitstj  to 
sipo  warrants,  which  were  coantersiKued  by 
himself,  fnr  the  payment  of  the  stun  of  5,5602. 
or  thereabouts,  to  the  use  of  Thomas  H^irley 
€8qoire,  a  near  relation  and  emissarj  of  him  the 
said  eail  of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer,  out  of 
the  monies  appropriated  to  the  use  of  her  ma* 
jesty's  civil  list ;  and  did,  in  like  manner,  at 
yfleveral  times,  in  the  years  aforesaid,  most  ille- 
gally, irai^dulemly,  and  corruptly,  issue. or  di- 
jecc,  or  advise  tlie  direction  and  payment,  of 
several  other  large  sums  of  money,  io  other 
persons,  ^out  of  her  majesty's  treasury:,  by 
which  most  illegal  and  scandalous  management, 
he  the  said  Ilobert  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl 
Mortimer  has  introduced  a  practice  liigbly  pre- 
judicial to,  and  utterly  iiuMmsistent  wida,  the 
constitution  of  this  kingdoao,  and  of  the  mttst 
pernicious  consequence,  by  opening  a  way  for 
the  most  dangerous  corruptions ;  and  was  not 
only  guilty  df  a  notorious  breach  of  his  oath, 
but  entered  into  the  most  base  and  scandalous 
combination  with  the  persons  abovementioned, 
•nd  others,  under  pretence  and  colour  of  pro- 
inoting  her  majesty's  service^  to  defraud  her 
mfjesty  of  the  public  money,  which  he  was  en- 
trusted with,  the  management  of  for  the  support 
of  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  crown. 

ARTICLE  rv. 

**  That  whereas  the  revenues  arising  to  the 
crown  from  the  hereditary  excise  and  post  office, 
or  some  parts  thereof,  were,  by  virtue  of  letters 
patents  of  the  late  king  James  the  second, 
<;hacged  with,  and  made  liable  to,  certain  an- 
.  ouities,  or  yearly  sums,  in  trust  for,  or  to  tlie 
•  nse  ot,  Mary  the  consort  of  the  said  King  James 
the  second ;  but  the  said  revenues  were  after- 
wai'ds,  by  several  acts  of  parliament,  granted 
and  settled  for  the  support  of  the  royal  house- 
hold, and  of  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the 
crown,  or  for  other  public  uses,  wiihnut  any 
•aving  or  exception  of  tpe  said  letters  patents; 
mid  whereas,  by  an  act  made  in  the  twelfth  year 
i>f  her  late  majesty's  reign,  the  sum  of  500,000/. 
.was  granted  to  her  late  majesty,  for  tne  dis- 
cbarge of  divers  arrears  of  salaries,  diet^monias, 
and  other  allowances,  and  sundry  debts  forpre- 
temptions,  provisions,  and  other  causes,  which 
iiad  beeu  tnen  incurred,  and  grown  doe  to  her 
4ate  majesty's  servants,  tradesmen,  and  others, 
and  were  occasioned  by  several  extr?uirdioa^ 
ei^peijices,  since  the  act  for  the  better  support 
of  her  mtjesty's  honseliold,  and  of  the  honour 
and  dignity  of  the  crown ;  and  the  said  sum  o( 
SOO^QOOL  was  exprettljr  appropriated  to  the 
ivses  aforementioned,  in  aid  of  the  said  revenues 
or  branches  which  were  appointed, for  the  sup- 
,port  of  her  mi^esty's  household,  and  .of  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  the  crown :  and  whereas,. 
by  ao  act  made  in  the  13th  and  14th  years  of 
4^s  late  m^eity  king  VViiUam  the  third^it  was 


eiiD^ted,  ^  that  for  prerentiog.traitevoiit  qoi^ 
respondence  between  his  majesty's  subjects  and 
the  pretended  Prince  of  Wales  or  his  adhcf  ^nts, 
that  if  any  ofthe  suljtcts  of  the  p-own  of  £ii|B* 
land,  from  and  after  the  firstdajr  of  March  ITOl^ 
should,  within  this  realm  or  without,  hold,  ^eii* 
tertain,  or  keep,  any  intelligence  or  coivea* 
pondence,  in  person,  or  by  ktters,  »0asa|ge% 
or  otherwise,  with  the  saftd  pretenidod  Friaca 
of  Walei^  or  with  any  pecsoQ  or  penoos  am* 
ployed  by  ^  him,  knowing  such  person  to  ba 
so  empbjrad,  or  shoold,  by  bill  of  cxchaage 
or  otherwise,  remit  or  pay  aoy  snm  or  aams 
of  mosey  for  ihe  use  or  semice  of  the  said  pee- 
tended  Prince  of  Wales,1taowiag  soch  mooey 
to  be  iot  such  ose  or  serfice;  such  person  so 
o&nding,  being  lawiiilly  i^nnvicted,  shoakl  he 
taken,  deemed,  and  adytuteed,  to  he  guilty  of 
high  tseeson,  and  shall  spmr  aiul  forfeit  as  ia 
cases  of  higb  treasoo ;''  be  the  said  itobart  ead 
of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer  having,  h;(  the 
means  ofthe  said  Matthew  Prior,  held  a  priiatf 
and  onlawfol  coirespoodepoe  with  the  taid  coo^ 
sort  of  the  late  king  James  2,  then  ra- 
sidipg  in  France,  and  being  detenaiaad  secsel^ 
to  promote  as  far  as  in  him  lajr  the  iaterasts  cf 
the  Pretender,  but  yet  cootriviqg  to  avoid  the 
said  penalty  of  high  treason;  and  the  said  tiui- 
sort  of  his  laiem^esty  king  James  9  haYiqg 
empowered  Abbot  Gai^tiei^  a  pomsh  priest 
and  busy  emissary  4^tweea  Graat  Britain  and 
France  during  the  said  prifaie  and  separate 
ncfotiatious  of  peace,  and  who  i^particalarly 
entrusted,  as  the  common  agent  hatwucn  thie 
ministers  of  Great  Britain  and  Fraaoe,  io  fcran- 
sactiag  the  most  secret  affairs  idattna  to  the 
Pretender,  to  concert  with  the  said  JStobert  ead 
of  Oxford  and 'earl  Mortimer  the  settling  the 
payment  and  remittance  of  a  vegr  gteat  yearly 
sum  outt^f  .her  m^asty's  ttreMure  into  Pcaoce, 
under  colour  and  pretence  of  the  said  letters 
patents  {  and  the  said  Robert  earl  of  Osford 
and  earl  Mortimer  having  held  ifequeat  dan- 
destine  conforences  with  the  said  Abbot  GanW 
tier,  on  the  subject  aforesaid;  an4  having,  by 
his  evil  counselL  sacrificed  to  Fraace.tha  com- 
mon interests  of  Eurojpe;  and  being  .xesDlvedy 
that  the  ficst  fruits  ol  the  peaoe  with  Eiaaoe 
should  be  an  offering,  made  by  bis  immediate 
procurement,  to  the  naaseat.and  msat  avowed 
adherent  of  thePiet^er,  UuMigh  at  thejyeat 
expence  ofthe  honourand safety  ufber  mi^jesiy 
and  her  people;  did,  soon  after  the  coachisiea 
of  the  peace  witli  France,  agree  and  undertaketo  * 
.  proeure  the  payvient  ofthe  yearly  sum  of^,00tf. 
aad  wpvyards,  to,^or  to  the  use  of,  the  eaid  coa- 
sort,  during,  her  life;  and,  in  execution  of  his 
saidpuipose,  did  afterwards,  on  or  about  the 
33d.ofl5eceiiiberl713,  being  then  lord  hi§^ 
treaaojrer  of  Great  Britain  aad  of  her  maje^ySi 
privy  council,  advise  her  late-mi^esty  to  sign  a 
warrant  tOthimsel^  in  the  words  or  to  the  «*est 
following;  .videtioet,  *'  An^eB.  Wberaasoor 
latero^l  father  king  J:uu^  d^  by  letteSi. pa- 
tents under  his  «reat  seal,  heanng  dale  on  or 
about  tbe  98th  day  of  Aug,ust  168S,  did  grattt 
ua^LawraoQQ.earl  of  RoiteHfir.  VLuaj  mA.^ 
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factboiowr,  Sidney  lord  Qodolpluoy  AoUrt 
Wmden  esquire,  aad  air  EdwArd  Herbert  ksfght, 
(win  are  all  since  (leGeased)^  di  v«rs  anQuitiee^  or 
jeailj  saiDs,  aiaouBtiog  to  37,3S82. 1S«.  7d.  to 
Loid  to  them  and  their  beira,  daring  the  life  of 
lus  then  royal  consort  Marj  now  queen  dowa- 
fer,  in  trust  for.ber;  and,  by.  other  letters  pa^ 
teats,  bearing  date  on  or  aiiout  the  third  day 
of  Deceokber  1686,  did  also  gcwat  unto  tiie  said 
^aeenaforthf  r  pension  or  yearly  sum  of  10^000/. 
to  hold  daring  her  natural  life;  all  which  wene 
onde  Mjabk  in  such  nwnner  as  ia  tbe  Mid  se- 
venl  Jetters  p^ents  is  more  fuUy  ^xpsesscd : 
oBr  will  and  pteasacenow  is,  and  we  do  hereby 
diEecty^atiiori9e,aad.cotQtnaDd,  that  you  cau«e 
psyoMut  to  be  made,  to  the  heirs  «!fsudi  of 
diesaidtiusteesas  was  the  longvt  liver  of  them, 
of  so  much  a«,  since  the  S5tfa  day  of  March 
Issty  1713,  is  JBGurred  or  fjrovn  due  on  the 
Mid  annuities  or  yearly  sums,  amoiuitiBg  to 
Sf^M,  13t,  7d,;  and  to  the  said  queen  ^^9^' 
|«r,  or  her  assigns,  of  so  auich  as,  since  the 
said  26tb  day  ofSlarchlast,  is  inoomdor  grown 
due  on  the  said  aniraitj  of  19/000/.  according  to 
the  pmport  of  the  several  grants  or  letten  pa-' 
tents  above  recited ;  as  also  of  what  shall  here- 
after become  due  and  payable  upon  the  said  se- 
tkal  anaaities,  quartfivly,  dunng  the  life  of  the 
•tidqaecD  dowager;  and  Ibr  §o  doing,  this 
shall  te  yoor  warrant. .  Given  at  our  court  at 
Windsor  Castle,  tfae  9i3d  day  of  ]>ecemfaer, 
]7t3,  in  the  ISth  year  of  our  i«igo.^  And  did 
aftonKsrdft,  on  or  about  the  34th  of  Deeember 
following,  «ign  a  warrant  to  die  auditor  of  the 
fteeipt  of  fa«r  majesty's^scbeqaec,  requirioghim 
to  make  aad  pass  debentures,  &>r  payiog  40 
soch  petMNi  or  persona  as  is,  are,  or  shall  be, 
suuhomed  :to  receive  Ibe  same,  the  «na  of 
%3HL  S$,  4d,  i.  fbronaquarter>uiccinttd  apon 
t^said  several  yeat ly  suns  therein  mentiooed, 
from  Ladf -ilay  17  IS  to  Midsummer  foUostiag ; 
■ad  upiKniiced  the  Muae  to  he  satisied  oat  of 
ibe  snm  of  50O,0O0iL  i^ipropf iated  by  an  act 
pessed  the  then  last  aeision  of  parliameat,  for 
or  tar^ardi  payment,  of  such  debts  and  arrears 
osMOie  tbmia  mentioned ;  and  another  warrant 
tothasaJdandkoTy  to  mabe  and  pass  debentoses 
^W^  to  ibe  said  oueea,  orto.ber  tsaasucer 
orfeecisei,  tbe  sam  of  fl^SOOL  for  one.quarter, 
iBC»ied  an  tbe  eaid  peosipn^if  10^000/.  per  an- 
«SB,£mm  Lady-da;  1718  to  MirtiuwBiiir  theb 
lost  past;  aad  appomied  tbe  same  to  ^eatas- 
AedoatoTtbe  sum  of  500,000/.  appropriated  by 
an  act  passed  ilie  then  last  seesion  of  parkament, 
filrorioiwardspaymentofaaoh  debtt  andanears 
aS'wefatbereioinentioaed :  Aodtbasaid  Robert 
^asH  ef^i^ford  and  earl  fldMtimer,  on  or  about 
tbt  JSOCb.01  July  1714,  beinc  then  locd  high 
tteasurer  of  Great  Britain  and  qi  her  mnf^Ufs 
fmj  ooanctly  having  cevroptly  and  idaoaitfiiUy, 
in  Mber  violation^  hia  oacb  and  hm  iu%h 
trust,  advised  her  kte  majesty  to  ^signaunaiiiant 
dissatiag  tfae  payment  of  1,000/. .  stediog  to 
-Hsiuet  Arthur,  es^utse,  for  monits  expended 
-^hnnlbr.ber  majesty's  special  servioe;  aad 
'tfcesamr  being  aocqtdiiif^y  nsned,  and  tcceived 
•MHnidie  amdAdrlkar  «iit  of  ter  iasiwl/s 


treasure;  be  thf  said  fioWt  m4  of  Oxford  aad 
earl  Mortimr,  beij^  then  also  lord  bigb  trea« 
surer  of  Great  fir^am,  did  eive  ^vute  direction 
to  the  said  Arthur,  to  pa^  the  saidsumof  1/)00I. 
to  the  said  Abbot  GauUier,  or  to  his  use;  pur^ 
suant  to  which  direction,  the  sud  Arthur  did 
pay,  or  cause  to  be  paid,  tbe  saideora  of  1,000/. 
to  the  said  Abbot  d^pltier,  or  to  his  usei  wheva- 
by  the  said  Robert  ,epr,I  of  Oxibrd  aad  earl  Mor- 
timar  did  most  wicbadl^r  (letragr  th^  imour  of 
her  late  majes^  and  t^  impc^al  crown  of  these 
realms,  in  advising  hcTi  uacEer  colour  of  the  said 
letters  patents,  and  «M^u^  the  advice  of  her 
council  or  her  paclifoaent,  to  direct  the  issuing  of 
the  Bevaauepioviidfid  by  parliauieot  for  the  sup* 
post  of  the  honour  aud  dignity  of  the  crown,  to  the 
use  and  b^ae6t  of  tibe  open  and  avowed  adbereot 
of  tbe  Pretei^r ;  and  did  not  only  defraud  her 
majesty  ofcbe  said  sum.of  l^OpO/.;  bat  did  mo^t 
arbitsaril^,  iU^gmlk,  an^  coicriiptly,  advise  the 
ambeasalea^aataod  misapplici^tioo  of  so  laooli 
of  the  aaid«um  of  MOfiOOL  in  contempt  and 
.defianqe^^be  eapreii  t^tpropriatiou  lof  an  act 
ofparliamM. 

AitTicLZ  v.* 

**  That  wbareas,  by  tbeaacieat  luid  aodo«ibt« 
-ed  Jai«#  of  this  kingdoai,  ^o  petsoo,  4>eio^  a  na« 
tural  hfiNk  eidiject  of  this  realm,  or  autmn  aay 
of  the  dominiofis  Uitreopto  belonging,  aed^ 
having  coaautted  and  beiog  uadsr  tbe  guilt  of 
high  treosoi^  ought  to  be  received  within  this 
kingdom  as  41  public  ministar,  or  with  any 
cbaraoter,  from  aay  iforeign  prince,  state,  or 
potentate; and  wberees, some, time  in  the  year 
1713,  one  Patricklilesh,stiling  hiinself  as  com-  ' 
monly  Jtnowa  by  tbe  uatae  of  Air  jPatrick  Jiiw. 
less,  aa  Isisb  ipapist  (wbo^iad  served  vilh^the 
late  krag  Jaiae^  theaDgond  in  the  war  in  Are- 
taad,  s^ainst  his  late  mi^ly  king  Will^  the 
3,  of  ever  glosious  maaiocy,  l^ad  Mo«ad)tha 
said  king  Jimies  into  France,  and  continued  to 
the  most  open  and  avowed  manaer  in  his  in- 
terestaod  service,  and  in  xebeUiou  aguioH  bis 
said  nay esty  king  William,  and  bad  •boMihigh 
commisioons,  and  bad  been  in  ^^m  armftagiumt  ^ 
her  late  rof^esty  queen  Anne,  tn  tbe  late  war 
ia  Spain)  did  come  into  ibis  kingdom,  aadpre- 
teaded  to1iave,and  did  take  on  himself,  Ibe 
character  of  a  ^nisteCrJaat/rom  Philip  king 
of  &>ain  to  bar  late  mqiesty,ttotsaat  of  matters 
of  the  gteatost  importunoe  to  tbe  bonoar  and 
aafaty  of  btf  majesty  and  her  kingdoms;  aad 
b•viI^E  aivea  notioe  of  the  same  to  Robert  ^ 
4earl  of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer,  tbenWd 
high  taBuawar  af  Great  Britaia  and  of  bar  n^* 
j^%  piivy  council,  and  whothcn  assumed  .to 
hiaiselr  the  aapreme  ditectioa  in  her  ms^esty's 
^onooilft;  he  tbe  said  Robest  earl  of  Oxford 
aad  aaifl  Mortimer  was  not  only  wanting  in  iiis 
4aty  to4wr  ^majesty,  in  not  advibiajg  her  nwjes- 
ty  against  cecciving  aad  adautting  the  said 
JUlesn,  alias  Jjawleis«  in  tbe  quality  -afocesaid ; 
4)ut  did,  togetiier  with  other  msejand.evilooun- 
setters,  advise  her  fiuyesty  to  receive  and  ad- 
mit bim  us  a.miaieter  irow  ibis  said  catholic' 
■MiPStyg  taad  the  aaid  aail  jd^fifrMime  ifia* 
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gently  to  meet,  confer^  and  negotiate,  t}ie 
most  important  anairs  of  the  nation,  with  the 
said  Lilesh  alias  Lawless,  io  the  quality  afore- 
said ;  and,  the  better  to  conceal  his  said  illegal 
and  dangerous  measures  from  her  said  majesty, 
he  the  said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl 
Mortimer  was  privy  to.  consenting,  and  ad- 
vising, that  the  said  Lilesn,  alias  LawTess,-should 
be  iotrodubed  to  her  said  majesty;  and  should 
be  received  and  treated  by  her  mmisters,  under 
the  false  and.  disguised  name  of  don  Carlo 
lloru ;  and  the  House  of  Lords,  some  time  in 
the  month  of  April  1714,  havinjg  notice  of  the 
aaid  dangerous  attempt  of  the  said  Lilesh,  alias 
Lawless,  on  or  about  ihe  ninth  of  the  said  month 
made  an  humble  address  to  her  mi^esty,'^  That 
she  would  be  graciously  pleased  to  issue  her 
royal  proclamation,  commanding  all  proper 
ciicers  and  magistrates  to  make  diligent  search 
htf  and  to  apprehend,  all  popish  priests,  and 
ta  put  the  laws  in  executiou  against  them ;  and . 
likewise  to  inquire  after  and  apprehend,  all 
•Qcb  persons  as  have  served  in  arms  against 
her  i^ajesty ,  or  their  late  majesties  king  William 
and  queen  Mary,  and  who  were  then  within 
this  kingdom,  contrary  to  law,  to  the  end  that 
tiej  might  be  bronght  to  iobtice;'*  which  her 
majesty  was  gractousiy  ^eased  to  return  an 
answer  to  the  diect  foUowyig ;  videlicet,  *  That 

*  she  wonld  give  orders  pursuant  thereto  ;'  and  a 
proclamation  did  accordingly  issue ;  and  on 
the  said  ninth  day  of  April,  the  House  of  Lords 
having  under  then*  consideration  what  fufther 
aecority  could  be  provided  for  strengthening  the 
Protestant  Succession  in  the  House  of  Hanover, 
came  to  the  following*  resolution,  videlicet, 
^  That  no  person  being  natural  bora  subject  of 

*  Great  Bntain,  or  within  any  of^tha  dominions 

*  thereunto  belonging,and  who  having  traiterous- 
^  ly  served  against  hit  majesty,  ought  to  be  re- 

*  ceived  as  a  public  minister,  or  with  any  cha- 

*  racter,  withm  this  kingdom ;'  notwithstanding 
which,  he  the  said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and 
€arl  Mortimer,  having  no  regard  to  the  safety 
of  her  majest/s  person,  or  to  tlie  security  of  the 
Protestant  Soocession,  and  setting  himself  in 
utter  defiahce,  not  only  of  the  said  advice  and 
resolation  of  the  House  of  Lords,  but  of  her 
majesty's  assurances  to  that  House  of  Parliament 
and  of  her  royal  authority  and  command  by  her 
proclamation  under  the  ereat  seal,  instead  of 
doing  what  in  him  lay  to  nave  apprehended  and 
brought  or  causing  tlie  said  Lilesfa,  alias  Lawless, 
to  ^  be  brought  to  justice,  did  afterwards,  oh  or 
about  the  15th  day  of  March  1714,  most  wicked* 
ly  and  treacnerously  advise  her  majesty  to  sign 
a  warrant,  directing  the  payment  of  1,000^. 
flterliog  -to  Daniel  Arthur  esquire,  for  special 
services ;  which  being  accordingly  issued,  and 
received  by  the  said  Arthur,  he  the  said  earl  did 
privately  and  corruptly  direct  the  said  Arthar 
to  pay  the  same,  and  accordingly  the  sliid 
1000/.  was  paid  to  the  use  of  the  said  Lilesh 
alias    Lawless;    and    the   said  Robert  earl 

/of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer  did  at  other 
times,  in  a  fictitious  and  scandalous  manner, 
ifireotiiMipay^aeAt  of  Other  ooBsktorable  tuns 


of  money  out  of  her  majesty  Vtrea^re,  to  th# 
said  Lilesh,  alias  Lawless,  which  were  accard- 
ingly  paid  to  him;  although  it  was  notorious, 
that  the  said  Lilesh,  alias  Lawless,  had  not 
onlpr  traiterously  served  in .  arms  against  her 
majesty,  but  had  been  the  miilister  or  agent  of 
the  Pretender  at  the  court  of  Madrid,  and  was 
under  strong  suspicions  of  being  sent  into  Eng- 
land, though  under  the  pretences  aforesaid,  se- 
cretly to  promote  the  interest  of  the  Pretender 
in  these  kingdoms :  by  all  which  corrupt  and 
evil  counsels,  he  the  aaid  Robert  earl  of  Ox* 
ford  and  earl  Mortimer  did  most  basely  and 
un^tefullv  expose  the  person  of  her  sacred 
majesty,  did  what  in  him  lay  to  enervate 
and  render  ioeffectnal  the  advice  of  parlia- 
ment, and  her  majesty's  most  solemn  decla- 
rations, in  a  matter  of  the  nearest  eoncem 
to  her  majesty  and  her  kingdoms ;  and,  bj 
countenancing  in  the  most  corrupt  and  scan- 
dalous manner  the  secret  emissaries  of  tl)e  Pre- 
tender, did  greatly  encourage  his  open  adhe- 
rents, to  the  apparent  danger  of  the  Protestant 
Succession  to  the  imperial  crown  of  theae 
realms. 

Article  VL 

"  That  whereas  her  late  majesty  queen  Anne, 
after  several  unsuccessful  attempts,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  her  allies,  toestablbh  bis  present  im- 
perial mi^esty  on  the  throne  of  Spain,  being 
informed  that  the  people  of  Catalonia  were  in- 
.clined  to  cast  off  the  yoke  imposed  upon   them 
by  the  French,  and  return  to  the  obedietice  of 
the  house  of  Austria ;  and  her  majesty  being 
desirous  to  maintain  and  improve  that  good 
disposition  in  them,  and  to  induce  them  to  pot 
the  same  speedily  in  execution;    did    'aend 
MitfordCrow,  esq.  to  them,  with  necessary 
powers  and  instructions  to  carry  on  so  great  a 
work,  for  the  advantage  of  her  service,  and  tira 
goad  of  the  common  caAse,  and,  to  that  ^nd, 
to  treat  with  t^e  Catalans,  or  any  other  peo- 
ple of  Spain,  about  their  coming  into  the  in- 
terest of  King  Charles  the  Sd,  his  present  im- 
perial majesty,  and  joining  with  her  roajeatj 
and  her  allies  against  th^  common  enemy  :  and 
her  mmesty,  after  her  gracious  assurabceg  to 
assist  them  with  men  and  money,  was  pleased 
to  authorise  her  said  minbter  to  give  them  her 
utmost  assurances,  to  procure  the  establish- 
jnent  of  all  such  rights  and  immunities  as  thejr 
had  formerly  enjoyed  imder  the  house  of  Ao*- 
tria;  and  that,  for  tlteir  further  satisfaction, 
she  had  sent  for  powers  from  king  Charles  tbtt 
third,  for  eoniirming  the  same,  and  was  will- 
ing to  become  guarantee  that  it  should    be 
done:  nevectheless,  on  this  express  condition 
that  they  shoold  receive  the  said  king  Charles 
as  lawful  kine  of  Spain,  and  utterly  renouoce 
th^  house  of  courbon ;  and,  together  with  tb« 
said  instructions,  her  majesty  was  pleased  to 
si^,  and  cause  to  be  delivered  to  her  a«i^ 
minister,  credential  letters,  to  the  nobility,  xii«« 
gistrates,  and  all  other  officers,  civil  and  miii. 
tary,  of  Catalonia,  desiring  them  to  depend  on 
t^  piomiiet  bathoald  maka  thm  uihtr  iuis%9^ 
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the  preservation  of  them,  did,  together  \ 
other  false  and  evil  counsellors,  form  a  n 
dishonourable,  wicked,  and  cniel  contrivai 
not  only  for  abandoning  the  Catalans  to 
filry  and  revenge  of  the  duke  of  Anjou  and 
a:iherents,  but  for  the  final  extirpation  of 
their  rights,  liberties,  and  privileges ;  and 
execution  of  that  his  intention,  during  the 


•od,  in  her  majesty^a  instnictioii&  to  the  earl  of 
Peterborough  and  sir  Cloudesley  Shovell,  in  or 
about  the  month  of  May  1705,  they  are  or- 
dered to  use  their  utmost  endeavours  to  induce 
theCatahins  to  join  with  them  in  their  uoder- 
takiog;    and  to  assure  them  of  her  majesty's 
ioppor( ,  and  to  promise  them  in  the  queen's 
ufiroe,  that  she  would  secure  them  a  confirma- 
lioD  of  their  rights  and  privileges  from   the 
kio^ofSpaio,  that  they  ii%:ght  be  settled  on  a 
lasting  foiudation  to  them  and  their  jpostcinty; 
and  in  case  persuasion  should  not  prevail,  and 
the  Catalans  should  not  make. a  suitable  return 
to  those  kind  offers,  they  were  ordered  to  annoy 
.  iheir  cowos  on  the  coast  of  Spain,  and  to  re« 
duce  them  by  force :  and  in  conformity  to  these 
instructions,  a  manifesto,]  or  declaration,  was 
^  prepared  by  the  privity  and  advice  of  Robert 
earl  of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer,  then  one  of 
beroM^^esiy's  principal  secretaries  of  state,  and 
delivered  to  the  said  earl  of  Peterborough,  full,, 
oathe  ooehand,  of  the  assurances  afore-men^ 
tiooed  ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  of  menaces  to 
them,  io  case  they  declined  her  majesty's  over- 
tares  ;  which  manifesto  was  afterwards  pub- 
lished by  him  the  said  earl  of  Peterborough  in 
Catak)nia  :  and  whereas  the  nobility,  clergy, 
ttd  the  whole  principaljty  of  Catalonia,  and 
tbe  inhabitants  of  the  isle  of  Majorca,  reiving 
»  the  faith  of  tboHe  royal  assurances^  did  ut- 
terly abandon  the  House  of  Bourbon,  and  ac- 
koowledged  king  Charles  the  Sd,  his  present 
imncrial  majesty,  for  their  lawful  sovereign,  and 
did  join  their  arms  with  those  of  her  majesty  and 
ker  allks,  against  the  duke  of  Anjou ;  and  it 
having  pleased  Almighty  God  so  far  to  bless 
ker  majesty's  pious  and  generous  undertaking, 
ts  by  most  signal  successes,  in  a  short  time,  to 
dehver  the  principality  of  Catalonia  from  the 
heavy  yoke  o(  French  bondage;   and  great 
supplies  having  been  ^^rantcd  by  parliament  for 
tbe  redociog  the  whole  kingdom  of  Spain  to 
ibe  obedience  .oi  the  house  of  Austria,  the 
arms  of  her  majesty  and  her  allies  were  attend- 
ed wi|!h  vast  successes,  having  twice  entered 
the  capital  city  of  that  kingdom,  and  obtained 
many  other  signal  conquests,  to  th6  great  ad- 
vantage of  the  common  cause ;  and  through  the 
whole  progress   thereof,  tbe  bravery  and  firm- 
■ess  otthe  Catalans  being  always  remarkable, 
thereby,  as  well  as  from  the  repeated  assurances 
l^en  to  them,  from  time  to  time,  in  her  ma^ 
jestys  name,  by  every  general  and  minister 
sent  from  Great  Britain  to  Spain,  the  hearts 
of  that  brave  people  were  united  under  tbe 
strongest  ties  of  affection  and  gratitude  to  her 
majesty;    and  they  were  justly  held  in  the 
strictest  dependence  on  the  coociouance  of  her 
royal  nrotection  ;  he  the  said  Robert  earl  of 
Oxford  and  earj  Mortimer,  ibeing  an  enemy  to 
the  common  liberty  of  Europe,  and  having 
paiterossly  entered  into  conspiracies  for  sub- 
ject]^ tbe  whole  Spanish  monarchy  to  the 
ooese  of  Bourbon,  and  designing  moit  ncalici- 
oQiiy  the  utter  ruin  and  destruction  of  the 
sacwnt  righu,  liberties,  and  privileges,  of  the 
Cg^anSi  who  bud  made  so  glorious  a  stand  for 


vate,  separate,  and  |>eruicious  negotiation 

peace,  which  was  carried  on  1>etween  him 

the  ministers  of  France,  and  before  any  ^ego 

tions  of  peace  was  set  on  foot  in  due  form  of  I 

tween  the  crowns  of  Great  Britain  and  Sp 

did  advise  her  majesty  to  give  directions  to 

lord  Lexington,  her  ambassador  to  the  coui 

Spain,  to  acknowledge    the  duke  of  Aii 

king  of  Spain;  but  was  greatly  wanting  in 

duty  to  her  majesty,  in  not  aclvising  her  to  ( 

instructions  to  her  said  minister,,  at  the  si 

time,  peremptorily  and  absolutely  to  insist 

,  the  securing  the  Catalans  liberties,  at  the  c 

elusion  of  the  peace:   And  although  the  ; 

vate,   separate,    and  treacherous  "practices 

him  the  said    Robert    earl  of  Oxford    i 

earl  Mortimer  and  others,  in  combination  v 

the  mim'sters  of  France,  did  afterwards,  oi 

about  the  14th  of  March  1713,  necessitate 

present  imperial  maiestv  to  conclude  a  tre 

for  the  evacuating  (Jatalonia,  whereof  her  i 

jesty  was  {guarantee,  without  any  express  i 

positive  stipulations  for  the  Catalans  liberti 

his  imperial  m^esty  relying  in  that  respect 

her  majesty's  declaration  to  interpose  for  th 

in  the  most  effectual  manner,  and  on  the  p 

mises  of  the  French  king  to  join  his  endeavo 

for  the  same  purpose  ;  and  although  her  sac 

majesty  did,  both  before  and  after,  frequei 

declare,  by  her  mwisters  in  Sp^in,  *•  That  i 

thought  herself  under  the  strongest  ties  of 

nour  and  conscience,  oot  to  abandon  a  peo( 

whom  the  necessities  of  the  war  had  f)bli| 

her  to  draw  into  her  interest  i^  and  though 

French  king  did  not  join  his  endeavours  for 

purposes  aforesaid  ;  he  the  said  Robert  e 

of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer,  together  u 

other  false  and  Vicked  counsellors,  havi 

from  time  to  time,  amused  and  deceived 

'distressed  Catdans  with  groundless  hopes 

her  majesty's  effectual '  interpositions  in  th 

favour,  thereby  engaging  them  in  a  more  obj 

nate  defence  of  their   territories  against  i 

duke]  of  Anjouj  was  not  only  highly  wanting 

his  duty  to  her  majesty,  by  not  doing  what 

him,  lay,  as  a  faithful  minister,  to  have  p 

vented^the  conclusion'  of  the  treaty  of  pet 

with  Spain,till  just  and  honourable  conditic 

were  secured  for  the  Catalans  ;  but  did,  fal 

ly,  maliciously,  and   treacherously  advise  1 

majesty  to  conclude  a  peace  with  the  king 

Spain,  without  an^r  security  for  the  ancient  a 

just  rights,  liberties^f  and  privileges,  of  tl 

brave,  but  unhappy  nation  ;    and  did  furri 

advise  her  majesty  to  send  sir  James  Wisha 

her  admiral,  with  a  large  squadron  of  men 

war,  at  a  j^at  expense,  to  favour  the  S] 

king  of  Spain  in  the  siege  of  Barcelona,  thet 

pUal  city  of  Catalonia;  and  with  express 
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gtruotidttSy  ^Tbat   in  ctae  the  idfattbiuuits 
of  Majorca    sboald   refuse    the    terms   that 
should  be  ofiiered  them  by  the  duke  of  An- 
joo,  to  employ  his   squadron  in  countenanc- 
ing  and    assisting  all    attempts   that  should 
be  made  for  reducing  tbeoi  to  a  doe  obedi- 
ence';" by  which   roost    tile    and   detestable 
counsels,  her  sacred  majesty,  contrary  to  her 
most  pious  intentions,  the  faith  of  nations^  nnd 
the  duties  of  religion  and  tuimanity  itSelf,  and 
oontraiy  to  her  solemn  and  repeated  assurances. 
Was  prevailed   on   to   abandon   a   distressed 
people,  drawn  in  and  engaged  by  her  own  in- 
vitation into  an  open  war  with  the  duke  of 
Anjou,  for  the  preservation  of  the  liberties  of 
£urope,  and  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain ; 
and  the  persons,  estates,  dignities^  rights,  liber- 
ties ftnd  privileges  of  the  Catalans,  were  given 
up,  as  a  sacrifice  to  the  implacable  resentment 
oftheir  enraged  and  powerful  enemy ;  and  the 
honour  of  the  British  nation,  always  renowned 
for  the  love  of  liberty,  and  for  giving  protection 
to  the  assertors  of  it,  was  most'  basely  prosti- 
tuted; and  a  free  and  generous  people,  the 
faithful  and  useful  allies  of  this  kingdom,  were 
betrayed,  in  the  most  unparalleled  manDer^  into 
irrevocable  slavery;   and  in  consefl[oence  of 
which  most  dishonourable  and  perfidious  coun- 
sels, the  most  execrable  hostilities,  burnings, 
and  plunderings,  were  committed  upon  them 
throughout  their  whole  province,  without  sparing 
the  effusion  of  innocent  blood,  and  without  the 
distinction  of  age  or  sex ;  and  that  unfortunate 
people  were  afterwards  forced  to  undergo  the 
utmost  miseries  of  a  siege,  in  their  capital  city 
of  Barcelona;  daring  which,  great  numbers  of 
them  perished  by  famine  and  the  sword,  many 
of  them  have  since  been  executed ;  and  great 
numbers  of  the  nobility  of  Catalonia,  who,  for 
their  constancy  and  braverjr  in  defence  of  their 
liberties,  and  for  their  services,  in  conjunction 
with  her  majesty  and  her  allies,  bad,  in  all 
honour^  justice,  and  conscience^  the  highest 
claim  to  her  majesty's  protection,  are  now  dis- 
persed  in  duDseons  throughout  the  Spanish 
dominions ;  and  not  only  the  Catalan  liberties 
extirpated,  but^  by  those  wicied  counsels  of 
him  the  said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl 
Mortimer,  Catalonia  itself  is  almost  become 
desolate :  all  which  crimes  and  misdemeanors 
were  committed  and  done  by  him  the  said  earl, 
against  our  late  sovereign  lady  the  queen,  her 
crown  and  dignity,  the  peace  and  interest  of 
thrs^  kingdom,  and  in  breach  of  the  several 
trusts  reposed  in  him  the  said  carl  3  and  he  the 
said  Uobert  earl  of  Oxford  and  eaflrl  Mortimer 
was  either  commissioner  of  the  treasury,  or 
lord  high  treasurer  of  Great  Britain,  and  one 
jof  her  majesty's  privy  council,  during  the  time 
that  all  and  every  the  crimes  before  set  forth, 
were  done  and  committed*  for  whicA  mattov  and 
things  the  knights,  citizens,  and  burgesses  of  the 
House  of  Commons  in  parliament  assembled, 
do,  in  the  name  of  themselves  and  of  all  the 
Commons  of  Great  Britain,  fuither  impeach  the 
said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer  of 
other  high  crimes  aodouidemeaiiai9|  io  the  sftid 
Article  GOQUiaedi 


''And  the  said  Common^,  by  profestatioit 
savmg  to  themselves  the  liberty  of^  exhibitiiig, 
at  any  tkae  hereafter,  any  other  accusations 
or  impeachments'  against  the  said  earl :  aod 
also  of  replying  to  di^  answers  which  the  t 
Robert  eau  of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer  sL 
make  to  the  premises,  or  any  of  th'ero,  or  to 
impeachment  or  accusation  that  shall  be 
them  exhibited,  according  to  the  course  : 
proceedmgs  of  parltahient ;  do  pray,  that 
said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  eaii  Mortii 
be  puk  to  answer  nil  and  every  the  premis  - 
and  that  socb  proceedings,  texamiuations,  tri  i 
and  judgment^  may  be  upon  them,  andev 
of  them,  bad  and  used,  as  shall  be  agreeable 
law  and  justice.^ 

Jfr.   Wa^fole  reports  the  Artieks  qf  > 
peackment  agmntt  Lord  Bolingbroke.'l^     j 
gust  4.    Mr.  Walpole  from  the  Committee 
Secrecy  aoqoaiutM  the  House,  that  th«  Cc 
mittae  bad  prepared  Articles  of  Impeachsa 
of  high  treason,  and  other  high  crimes  andn 
dmeanors  against  Henry  viscount  Bolingbro^) 
aad  that  the  committee  had  commanded  mni  - 
the  same  time,  to  acquaint  the  House,  that  tl' 
shall,  in  a  short  time,  have  farther  Articles 
lay  befere  the  House  against  him ;  and  that  1.  o 
Committee  had  dire^ed  him  to  report  0 
Artidts  already  preparedi  to  the  House/  Tk' 
Mr«  Wahide  read  the  Arljcles  in  his  plac«,  ari< 
afterwards  delivered  them  in   at  the    tAhlt 
where  they  were  once  read,  aiid  then  a  secci  •' 
time,  Article  by  Article,  and  upon  the  quest.  •- 
sarerally  put  thereupon,  agreed  unto  by 
House ;  who  ordered.  That  the  said  articles 
engrossed ;  and  that  a  clause  be  prepared,    • 
saving  liberty  to  tlie,  Commons  to  exhibit  c  t  ;• 
farther  Articles  asainst  the  said  Henry  visco  '-* 
Bolingbroke,  and  that  be  may  be  sequeste 
from  parliament  and  committed  tosafb  custo 

,  Jlfr.  UMpoU  reports  tkeArtkUtqflmpea 
ment  against  the  Ihilu  of  Ortmmd.]    Aug 
5.    Mr.  R.  Walpole^  from  the  Committee  < 
Secrecy,  acquainted  the  House,  that  the  Cc 
mitteehad  prepared  Articles  of  Impeacbmi . 
of  high  trtason,  and  other  high  crimes,  «t 
misdemeanours,  against  James  dako   of  0 
mond,  which  they  mui  directed  him  to  report 
tha    house.      Then   Mr.    Walpole  read    t  ^ 
said  Articles  in  his  place^  and  afterwards  0  • 
livered  them  in  at  the  table,  where  they  \f% 
once   read;  and    afterwards  a  second   tia 
Article  by  Article. 

Debate  thereon.^  A  motion  being  mat 
and  the  question  put,  That  the  House  agree  < 
the  first  Article,  tnere  arose  a  warm  debate,  ■ 
which'  a  membsv  said  that  the  report  of  t  i 
Committee  of  Secrecy  had  b^un  to  open  1 
eyes ;  and  that  the  duke  o^  Ormondfs  fli^  : 
had  fully  convinced  him,  that  the  beads  of  t  t 
Tory  party  were  a  set  of  knaves  and  Tillabs 
who  designed  to  have  mined  their  country,  and 
made  it  a  province  of  France. 

Tha  brd  Stanhope,  *  who  spoke  for  the  fitsi 

*  Afterwards  nrl  of  Chemifield« 
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Tinees,  lor  repelling  tlie  gieamess^of  the  com- 
AOfi  danger  which  threatened  all  Europe,  firora 
the^dukeof  Aiijou's  having  tak^n  pocsession  of 
the  monarchy  of  Spain ;  wherein  k  was,  amooff 
other  tlnngs,  aereed,  *  That,  in  cate  tlie  said 
'  confederates  shall  be  forced  to  enter  into  a 

*  war,  they  shall  communicate  their  designs  to 

*  one  another,  as  well  in  relation  to  the  actions 

*  of  the  war,  as  all  other  things  wherein  the 
'  common  cause  is  concerned  :  and  that  it  shall 

*  not  be  permitted  to  either  party,  when  the 
<  war  is  once  bepun,  to  treat  of  peace  with  the 
'  enemy,  unless  jointly  and  by  a  communicatioo 

*  of  counsels  :'  And,  in  and  by  a  defensive 
treaty  and  alliance,  made  and  concluded  in 
or  about  the  month  of  November  1701  between 
his  said  late  majesty  king  William  the  third  and 
the  States  General  j  it  was,  among  other  thungf, 
expressly  agreed,  ^  That  when  the  war  is  bo^ 

*  gun,  the  said  confederates  shall  act  in  concert 

*  accordfiie  to  the  7lh  and  8th  articles  of  the 

*  treaty  of  the  Sd  of  March  1677-6,  between 
'  England  and  Holland  ;  and  that  no  peaoe  nor 
'  trace  or  suspension  of  arms  shall  be  negotiated 
^  or  made,  but  according  to  the  9th  and  10th 
'  articles  of  that  treaty ;  by  which  it  was 
'  agreed,  that  when  the  allies  came  once  te 
^open  war,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  neither  of 
^  them  afterwards  to  come  to  anv  cessation  of 
^  arms  with  htm  who  shall  be  declared  and  pro* 

*  claimed  an  enemy,   without  it  being  done 

*  conjointly  and  with  common  consent ;  and 

*  that  no  negotiation  of  peace  shall  lie  set  on  . 

*  foot  by  one  of  the  allies  without  the  concuiv 
^renceoftbe  other:  and  that  each  ally  shaU 

*  continually,  and  from  time  to  time,  impart  to 

*  the  other  every  thing  that  passes  in  the  said 

*  negotiation :'  And,  in  and  by  a  treaty  entered 
into  and  concluded  in  or  about  ti'e  month  of 
June  1703,  between  her  late-  majesty  qaeeit 
Anne,  of  ever-blessed  memory,  and  ^he  States 
General,  it  was,  among  other  things,  agreed, 

*  that  all  treaties  and  alUantes  then  subsisting 

*  between  them  should  be  renewed  and  con* 
'  firmed :'  And  whereas  a  long,  bloody,  and 
expensive  war  had  been  carried  on,  by  her 
late  majesty,  in  conjunction  with  her  said  allies 
and  other  confederate  princes,  against  France 
and  Spain,  asweH  in  resentment  of  the  indig- 
nity offered  to  these  kingdoms,  by  their  having 
acknowledged  the  Pretender  ,kio(  of  these 
realms,  as  for  obtainine  a  just  satisfaction  to 
his  imperial  majesty,  and  for  the  preservatioa 
of  the  protestant  religion,  and  the  balance  and 
liberties  of  Earope ;  and  from  the  great  suo* 
cesses  with  which  it  had  pleased  Almighty  God 
to  Mess  the  confedef'ate  arms,  they  bad  just 
reason  to  hope  for  an  honourable^  good,  safe, 
and  lasting  peace  ;  and  although  the  Frenck 
king  was  encouraged,  in  or  about  the  month 
of  April  1711,  to  make  propositions  of  peace 
to  her  late  nmjesty,  signed  by  M.  de  Ton^,  his 
Secretary  of  State,  which  her  said  ronje^ty 
having  pleased  to  communicate  to  the  ministers 
of  the  States  General  ;She  did  however  graciouilj 
declare,  by  Henry)  vtscouot  fiolin^^roke,  theo 
Henry  Si.  Jofao  escptire  and  one  of  her  prhi« 
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tin^  nill^  he  asm  iMoslMd  to  spii  the  blood  of 
eny  of  liis  ooeetrrmeQ,  much  less  the  blood  of 
any  ■eUeoMui;  but  that  he  was  peneaded, 
ttot  the  safety  of  has  ooontry  required  that 
«aaiples  should  be  made  of  those  who  had 
hfttrayedic  in  so  infineoos  a  manner. 

The  lord  Finch  spoke  also  oo  the  same  sade ; 
aod  after  boom  other  speeches,  tb6  first  Article 
was  agreed  to  by  a  majority  of  177  voices 
■gainst  78;  and  then  the  other  Articles,  upon 
She  qaestaotf  severally  po«  thereupon,  were  also 
ag^  onto  by  the  ttoose :  alter  which  it  was 
eideied.  That  the  said  Articles  be  eogrosiedv; 
and  thai  a  clause  be  prepared  for  saving  liberty 
to  the  Caramons  ^fthibit  any  farther  Articles 
againstthe  said  James  dake  of  Ormond;  and 
Ibtt  hs  may  be  sequestered  from  parliament, 
sad  osmsBttted  to  safe  custody. 

Mr,  Walpole  ordered  to  carry  up  to  the 
Lordt  the  Articles  against  Lord  BoUngbroke.'] 
August  6.  The  engrossed  Articles^  against 
Henry  viscount  BoUngbroke,  were  read,  after 
which  it  was  ordered,  1.  That  Mr.  R.  Wal- 
pole do  carry  the  said  Articles  to  the  Lords; 
1  That  he  be  directed,  before  be  exhibits  the 
said  Articles  to  the  Lords,  to  impeach  Henry  vi»- 
couRt  Bolingbroke  to  .the  efiecc  following,  viz. 

**  My  lords ;  The  Commons  assembled  in 
puiiament,  having  received  information  of 
^awea  traiterous  practices  and  desi^s  of  a  great 
peer  of  this  House,  Henry  viscount  Bolingbroke, 
we  coqimanded  me  to  impeach  the  said 
Henry  viscount  fiolingbrgke  of  high  treason, 
aod  other  hi^  crimes  and  misdemeanors; 
aod  I  do  here,  io  their  names,  and  in  the  names 
^f  all  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  impeach 
Benry  viscount  BoUngbroke  of  high  treason, 
•ad  other  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors.  I 
aa  farther  comman(ied,i)y  the  Hqiise  of  Com- 
mons, to  ^ray  and  demaud  of  your  lordships 
thu  the  said  He»ry  vi^ount  Bolingbroke  may 
hewqnestered  from  parliament,  and  forthwith 
caoHBttted to  safecustody.*' 

AltlCLB  OP  ImPBACBMEVT   SGAIIIST  LoKO 

BousesaouB.]  Acoordinglv  the  same  day, 
Mr.  Walpole,  accompanied  by  a  great  many 
ttnabers  of  the  Hoase  of  Comoions,  at  the  bv 
oftheHoOaeof  Lorda,iaipettcbed  Henry  visconnt 
Bnlingbroke  as  above.  He  iurther  presented 
Articles  of  Impeachment  of  high  treason,  and 
<Khtrliigh  crimes  and  misdemeanors,  against 
^  laid  Henry  viscoont  Bolingbroke,  in  main- 
tuaaoe  of  the  said  charge.  The  said  Articles 
^reiead,  as  follows: 

""  ARTICLES  of  IMPEACHMENT  of  High 
IVeason  and  other  High  Crimes  and  Misde- 
meanors, against  HENRY  Visconnt  BO- 
liNGBaOKE. 

*  Whereas  a  treaty  of  alliance  was  made  and 
*o*daded,on  or  about  the7th  dayofSeprember 
t?01,  between  Leopold  then  emperor  of  Ger- 
*^i  his  late  majesty  king  Wil^am  the  third 
^«*tr«)oriotts  memory,  aod  thenr  high  mighti- 
*»estbe  States  Geoend  of  the  United  Fro- 
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ciptl  Sccretmies  of  State,  ber  leiitiiMats  to- 
iheiD,  *  that  the  said  propositioBs  wer«  too  ge- 
*.  neral  ;^  and,  at  the  same  cime,  the  aakl  vis- 
count did,  is  ber  majesty's  name,  and  by  ber 
special  caramaQd,  ^ve  cbem  ber  utmost  and 
most  aoleaiB  assurances^  *  That    in    making 

*  peace,  as  in  aMbiog  war,  she  would  act  in 

*  perfect  concert  witb  tbem  ;'  in  which  sen- 
timents the  States  conqurring  witb  bar  na- 

jesty's  reaiprocal  assurances  of  mutual  eoafi- 
dence,  so  necessary  to  prevent  the  designs  of 
tlie  enemjr,  was  retdmed  bj  tbem  to  bar  ma- 
jesty; notwitbsia&diog  which. 


Abticle  I. 

^  He  the  said  Henry  riscoont  BoGngbroke, 
then  being  one  of  ber  majesty's  principal  Se- 
cretaries of  State,  and  of  ber  most  boAoorable 
privy  council ;  but  liaviog  entkred  into  a  most 
treacherous  confederacy  witb  the  ministers  and 
emissaries  of  France,  to  frustrate  llie^st  bopes 
and  expectations  of  ber  majesty  and  ber  people, 
by  disuaidng  the  confederacy  at  the  most  cri> 
tical  juncture,  when  they  were  |pady  to  reap 
the  fruits  of  so  many  triumphs  over  the  com^ 
mon  enemy ;  and  most  wickedly  intending,'  as 
^r  as  in  him  lay,  to  enable  the  French  king, 
so  exhausted  and  vanquished  as  be  had  been 
on  all  occasions,  to  Carry  bis  designs,  by  a 
peace  glorious  to  him,  and  to  the  ruin  of  the 
victorious  allies,  and  the  destruction  of  the 
liberties  of  all  Europe  ;  and  having  no  regard 
Co  the  solemn  treaties  ber  majesty  then  stood 
cneaged  in,  nor  to  the  honour  or  safetv  of  these 
kingdoms;  did,  in  or  about  the  montb  of  July 
or  August  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1711.  mali- 
ciously and  wickedly,-  form  a  most  treacberoos 
and  pernicious  contrivance  and  confederacy, 
vrith  other  evil-disposed  persons,  then  also  of 
faer  majesty's  privy  council^  to  set  on  foot  a 
2>rivate,  separate,  disbononrsblej  and  destruc- 
tive negotiation  of  i»eace  between  Great  Bri- 
tain and  France,  without  any  communication 
thereof  to  her  majesty's  allies,  according  to 
their  said  several  treaties  t  an^  was  not  only 
wanting  in  his  duty  and  trust  to  ber  majesty, 
by  not  opposing,  and,  as  far  as  was  in  bis  power, 
by  not  advising  ber  majesty  against  gobg  into 
any  private  separate  negotiation  witb  France ; 
but,  in  execution  of  his  purposes  aforesaid,  he 
the  said  Henry  viscount  Bolingbroke  did  ad- 
vise ber  late  mi^esty  to  send  Matthew  Prior, 
esquire,  directly  to  the  court  of  France,  to  make 
propositions  of  peace,  without  communicating 
the  same  to  her  majesty's  allies ;  and  accord- 
ioj^Iy  the  said  Mntthew  Prior,  by  the  advice  and 
with  the  privity  of  liim  the  said  Heurv  viscount 
Bolingbroke  and  other  false  and  evil  counsel- 
lors, in  or  about  the  months  of  July  or  August 
in  the  year  qf  our  Lord  1711,  was  sent  in  a 
clandestine  manner  from  England  to  France, 
and  did  communicate  the  said  propositions 
of  pedce  to  the  ministers  of  France  ;  in  which 
the  particular  interesu  of  Great  Britain,  as  well 
as  the  common  interest  of  Europe,  were 
ahamefuliy  betrayed  ;  and,  in  manifestation  of 
lus  said  design  to  exclude  ber  majesty^!  allies 


htxm  their  jnti  riiare  in  tba  «ni(l  nego^ttiioii^ 
an  express  artide  was  inserted  at  tbe  said  pn^- 
positions,  by  the  privity  and  adviea  olbim  th« 
said  Henry  visconot  Bolingbroke,.  *  that  tbe 
'  secret  shook)  t>e  mviolably  kept,  tiK  allowed 
'  to  be  divulged  bv  the  asatoal  consent  of  botb 
<  parties ;'  altbougbtbe  French  king  bad,  in  the 
propositions  signed  by  M.deTorey,  aadtran»- 
mitted  hrthe  month  of  April  preceding,  offered 
to  treat  with  the  plenipotentiai  ies  of  England 
and  Hottand  alone,  or  jointly  with  those  of  tbe 
allies^  at  tbe  choice  ofEngbind;  by  wbick 
treaeberoos  and  dangerons  advice,  he  the  said 
Henry  viscount  Bolingbroke  did  not  only  con- 
trive  and  set  on  foot  a  negotiation  of  peace^ 
more  advantageous  to  France  than  ever  France 
itself  bad  Mked  ;  but  thereby  did  put  ijt  into 
tbe  power  of  tbe  eommon  enemy,  to  create  iiw 
curable  jealousies  ^nd  discords  between  her 
majesty  and  ber  foitbfbl  allies,  and  to  destroy 
that  confidence  which  bad  so  long  and  so  sue* 
cessfully  been  cultivated  between  tbem,  and 
which  was  so  necessary  for  their  commos 
safety. 

Aeticle  IL 
''  That  tbe  French  king  having,  in  or  about 
tbe  months  of  August  or  September  17 11 ,  vfitb 
the  privity,  and  by  tbe  odntrivance,  of  the  said 
viscount  Bolingbroke  and  others,  seat  over 
M.  Mesnaflcr  into  England,  to  carrvon  a  sepa* 
rate  and  clandestine  necociation  or  peace;  ho 
tbe  said  Henry  viscount  Bolinibroke  did  after- 
wards, in  the  said  month  of  SeptenA^er  1711^ 
or  thereabouts,  secretly  and  unlawfully,  and 
without  any  colour  of  authoritv,  meet,  confer, 
and  treat  with,  the  said  Sieor  Mesnager,  on  tba 
negodations  of  peace  between  Great  Britain 
and  France :  and  therein  did  advise  and  pro- 
mote tbe  making  a  private  and  separate  treaty 
or  convention  on  the  said  subject  of  peace  be^ 
tween  tbe  said  crowns,  without  any  ooramnm- 
cation  thereof  to  ber  majesty's  allies  ;  and  tha 
said  Henry  viscount  Bolingbroke  did  afterward* 
in  violation  of  bis  oath  and  high  trust,  fahdy 
and  treacherously  advise  ber  late  majesty 
to  sign  powers  to.  several  persons,  for  coi^ 
eluding,  on  her  behalf,  a  pernidous  and  destruc- 
tive treaty,  or  convention,  on  the  said  subject 
of  peace  with  France ;  and,  on  or  about  ^  said 
S7tb  of  September  17 ll,a  dishohonrable,destrno- 
tive, .  and  fatal  treaty  or  convention  was 
conduded  and  signed,  by  the  said  Sieur  Mm* 
nager  on  tbe  part  of  France,  and  by  tbe  earl 
of  Dartmouth  and  tbe  said  viscount,  being 
then  two  of  her  majesty's  prindpal  secretariet 
of  state  and  of  ber  privy  council,  on  tbe  part  of 
her  majesty,  by  virtue  only  of  a  wairant  under 
ber  majesty&sign  manual  under  the  signet,  di- 
rected to  toemselves,  but  not  countersi^ed, 
and  without  the  least  knowledge  or  parucip^ 
tion  of  the  allies ;  in  which  treaty,  tbe  im* 
mediate  interests  of  Great  Britain  are  civen 
up  to  France ;  and,  the  duke  of  Anton  being 
therein  admitted  to  remain  king  of  Spain,  tbe 
balance  of  power  and  the  liberties  of  Enropa 
were  thrown  into  IbQ  bands  of  tb^  boqfft  ef 
BourboD. 
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AmricL^ni. 

"  That  wherMft  her  l«t«4U9«itj  ^fmm  Anoe 
^4w or  ^boiUilM  first  of  October  ^7iUO, 
S.  ^e  iMtraclions  to  Tbom«teftrlof  StnUiord 
^rMBbueader  to  the  Sute*  General  of  .tbe 
United  FroTiiices^  to  oonouiBicate  to  tiieia  cor- 
iaia  prc^osit^Bf  of  \pe«oey.  wbicli  had  beea 
coatTHrea  and  concerted  tetweeo  the  said  Sieur 
Alesoager  and  tbe  said  Tlscoaot  mod  others, 
intiittM,  "  Pralioiiaary  Articles  oo  the  part  of 
fraocey  to  come  to  .a  i^eoeral  peaoe,  together 
with  her  majesty's  seatiaiaBts  and  resoUuioas 
cbeKapoH  ;  ana  also  her  mwjetly'^  ^rther  and 
jparocnUr  resolutions  concerning  the  proseoit- 
tioa  and  ^an^ing  on  the  war  against  France 
aad  Sp«q#  in^^ase  tbe  States  were  desirous  to 
canj  on  xbe  said  war :''  And  whereas,  for  ^ 
«eral  years  befow,  aad  tilt  the  said  numth  of 
October  ^Tlly  there  was  open  war  between  her 
JaieiD^estjaodtbeFrebchkim;;  and,  the  said 
waroootiiMiing,  for  all  the  said  time  and  after- 
wards^ the  tpencb  kia^  and  his  subjects  were 
enemies  to  her  late  miyestj ;  he  the  said  Henrjr 
Tisconnt  Bolia|brohe,  being  then  one  of  her 
iBM^stf's  principal  secretaries  of  state  and  one 
of  ner  n^ajest/j  prrrjr  cooncil,  and  a  sulgect  of 
her  said  oa^iesty,  not  coosidei'ing  the  dutjr  of 
his  all^giaace^  but  having  altogether  withdrawn 
the  cordial  ioTe^  and  true  and  due  obedience, 
which  every  true  and  fiuthful  subject  owned  to 
heraudmaiestjy  and  designing  to  give  aid  and 
siocoor  and  to  adhere  to  oie  said  French  king 
«gainst  her  said  n^esty ;  did,  on  or  about  the 
ftd  of  October  171 1,  during  the  said  war,  misely, 
wickedly,  maliciously,  and  traitorously,  aid,  help 
assist,  and  adhere  U>,  the  said  French  kiiif;,  aud 
hU  subjects,  enemies  to  her  said  late  majesty, 
against  her  said  late  majesty ;  and,  in  execution 
sod  performance  of  his  said  aiding,  assisting, 
and  adhering,  he  did,  on  or  about  the  Hd  of  Oc^ 
tobet  1711,  ^sely,  maliciously,  and  traiter- 
OQsly,  dispose  and  communicate  her  majesty's 
ssid  instrocttons  to  her  said  ambassador ;  and 
was  privy  to,  and  did  advise,  consent,  or  ap- 
prove, tfaiat  the  same  should  be,  and  accordingly 
the  same  were,  communicated  and  disclosed  to 
tbe  said  Sieur  Meso^ger,  a  subject  of  the  said 
Fftndi  king,  aod  an  enemy  to  her  late  majesty : 
andyiofiirtner  execution  and  perforroaHce  of 
his  said  aidia^,  assisting,  and  adhering,  he  tbe 
said  Henry  viscount  Boliugbroke  did,  in  and 
bv  a  letter,  or  writing,  by  him,  wrote  to  M.  de 
Torcy,  oo  or  about  the  said  3d  day  of  October 
1711,  disclose,  communicate,  and  notif;^,  or  did 
ioteod  to  notify,  to  M.  de  Torcy,  a  subject,  mi- 
nister, and  secretary  to  the  French  king,  and 
an  eacmy  to  ber  late  majesty,  "  That  tte  said 
Sieor  Mesnager  was  folly  informed  of  her  ma- 
jest/s  said  instructions  to  the  earl  of  Strafibrd  ;*' 
thereby  fiUsely,  maliciously,  and  traiterousW,  in- 
forming and  advising  the  said  M.  deTxircy, 
6om  what  person,  and  by  what  means,  he  mi^bt 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  her  majesty's  said  an- 
ttroctjonsy  conuary  to  tbe  dutv  of  his  allegi- 
Moi  aod  tht  laws  aod  statatct  of  this  reahn. 


Article  IV. 

**  That  whereas  her  late  miyesty  Queen  Anne 
did,  in  oraboutthe  month  of  December  1711,  ia 
due  form  of  law,  under  her  great  seal,  constitute 
tbe  right  reverend  John  lord  bishop  of  Biistoi 
aod  Thomas'  earl  of  Strafford  ber  plenipoten- 
tiaries, with  full  po^rs  and  instructions,  to 
meet,  treat,  and  conclude,  with  the  plenipoten- 
tiaries of  ber  allies,  and  those  whom  the  French' 
kmg  should  on  his  part  depute  for  that  pur- 
pose, the  conditions  of  a  good  and  genera! 
peace  ;'and  whereas  bis  imperial  majesty,  their 
nigh  m^tinesses  the  States  General  of  the 
United  Provinces,  and  other  her  majesty's  al- 
lies, and  the  French  king,  having  duljr  constitu- 
ted and  appointed  their  several  and  respective 
plenipotentiaries  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  the 
negociatioBS  stnd  conferences  for  a  general  - 
peaice  were  opened  between  them,  at  Utrecht, 
about  tbe  months  of  January  or  Februarv  1711, 
and  the  same  continued  tiU  tbe  4th  of  March 
1711,  and  afterwards:  aad  whereas,  on  the  said 
4th  day  of  March  1711,  there  was  open  war 
between  her  laU  mi^esty  and  tbe  French  king^ 
aod  the  same  havrog  continued  for  several 
years  befbfe,and  at  the  same  time  and  ailer- 
wwds:  the  said  French  king  and  his  subjects 
wiere  during  all  the  said  time  enemies  to  her  said 
miyesty  and  her  subjects ;  he  the  said  Henrjr 
viscovnt  Bolingbroke,  then  being  one  of  her 
majest/s  principal  secretaries  of  state,  and  of  her 
privy  council,  and  a  subject  of  her  said  majesty, 
not  considering  the  duty  of  bis  alle^ancc,  but 
having  withdrawn  his  duty  and  obedience  from 
her  said  majesty,  and  conspiringand  confederat- 
ing with  the  enemies  of  her  said  majesty,  and 
the  subjects  of  ^  said  French  king,  to  give 
him  aid  and  succour  ag^nst  her  said  majesty, 
did,  on  or  abbut  the  said  4th  day  of  March 
1711,  falsely,  wickedly,  and  traiterousty, 
aid,  comfoR,  assist,  and  adhere  to,  the  said 
French  king^  against  her  said  majesty;  and 
in  execation  and  performance  of  his  said  aid- 
ing, assisrinc,  and  adhering,  ht  the  said  viscount 
did,  on  or  about  the  said  4th  of  March  1711, 
falsely,  maliciously,  and  traiterously,  commu* 
nicate  and  disclose  her  said  majesty's  then  final 
instructions  to  her  said  plenipoteotiaries,rdatinf|^ 
to  the  said  negociations  of  peace ;  or  was  privy 
to,  and  did  advise  aud  consent  and  approve 
that  the  same  should  be,  •  alid  accordmgly  tbe 
same  were,  communicated  and  disclosed  to 
Abbot  Gsultier,  an  agent  ahd  emissary  of  the 
said  French  kin^  and  an  enemy  of  her  said  ma- 
jesty ;  and,  in  further  execution  and  perform- 
ance of  his  said  aidlftg,  assisting,  and  adheiw 
ing,  he  tbe  said  Henry  viscount  Bolingbroke 
did,  by  a  letter,  or  writing,  wrote  by  himself,  on 
or  about  the  said  4tK  of  March,  falsely,  malici- 
ously, and  traiterously,  disclose,  communicate, 
and  notify,  or  did  intend  thereby  to  communicate 
and  notify,  to  M.  de  Torcy,,  a  minister,  secre- 
tary ofsute,  and  subject  o'f  the  said  Frencd 
king,  and  an  enemy  of  ber  said  miyesty,  <*  That 
the  said  Gaultier  was  informed  of  her  majesty's 
said  initructioof  to  her  said  plenipotentiaries  i^ 
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thereby  fabely  and  tniterootl/  informiag  and 
advising  the  said  M.  de  Torcy  by  what  meansy 
end  from  what  persons,  be  might  have  tke  know- 
ledge of  her  majesty's  said  iostruetioni^  eontrarjr 
totbedatTofhisallqglanct,  and  the  kwsand 
Statutes  of  this  reahn. 

Article  V. 
''That  whereas  the  States  General  of  the 
"Onited  Provinces  were,  in  or  about  the  months 
of  September  or  October  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  17t2,in  possession  of  the  strong  and  im- 
portant town  and  fortress  of  Toumay;  and 
whereas  the  French  king  bad,  during  the  course 
of  the  said  private,  separate,  and  traiterous  ue- 
£ptiation  between  liim  the  said  Henr^  viscount 
^lingbroke  and  others,  and  the  ministers  of 
I'rance,  si^ified  his  consent  to  the  ministers  of 
Great  orituin,  that  the  said  town  and  fortress 
of  Toumay  should  remain  to  the  said  States  Ge- 
neral as  part  of  their  barrier :  and  whereas  her 
majesty,  in  her  iuittructions  of  December  the 
ddd  1711,  to  lier  plenipotentiaries  at  Utrecht, 
bad  expressly  directed  them  to  insist  with  the 
plenipotentiaries  of  Jrance,  in  the  general  con- 
gress,^' That,  towards  forming  a  sutBcient  bar- 
rier for  the  Sut^  General,  Toumay  should  re- 
i^n  to  their  High  Mightinesses ;"  and  did  ^- 
lierwards  declare  herself  conformably  thereto, 
ID  a  speech  to  both  Hooses  of  Parliament,  on 
the  6tn  of  June  1713,  in  vvhich  she  communi- 
cated lo  them  the  terms  whereon  a  peace  might 
be  made,  and  whereas,  foe  several  years  before 
And  till  the  said  months  of  September  and  Oc- 
tober in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1713,  there  was 
open  war  between  her  late  majestjr  and  the 
Irench  king,  and,  the  said  war  contmuisg,  for 
all  the  said  time  and  afterwards,  the, said  French 
king  and  his  subjects  were  enemies  to  her  ma- 
jesty ;  he  the  said  Henry  viscount  Bolinflbroke, 
th^D  being  one  of  her  majesty's  principal  secre<* 
taries  of  state  and  of  her  pnvy  council,  and  a 
•ubject  of  her  said  .majesty,  not  considering  the 
.  dnty  of  his  allegiance,  but  having  altogether 
iwitbdrawn  the  Cordial  love  and  true  and  doe 
obedience  which  every  true  and  faithful  subject 
owed   to  her  said  majesty,  i^d  designing  to 

fivc  aid  and  succour  and  to  adhere  to  the  said 
reach  king,  against  her  said  majesty,  did,  in 
or  about  the  months  of  September  or  October 
171S|  during  the  said  war,  falsely,  maliciously, 
wickedly,  and  traiterously,  aid,  lielp,  and  assist, 
and  adhere  to, the  said  French  king,  then  an  ene- 
my to  her  late  majesty,  against  her  said  majesty  : 
and,  in  execution  and  performance  of  the  said 
aiding,  assisting,  and  adhering,  maliciously, 
falsely,  and  traiterously,  did  counsel  and  advise 
the  said  enemy,  in  what  manner,  and  by  what 
methods,  the  said  important  town  and  fortress 
of  Toaniay,  then  in  possession  of  the  States 
General,  n^igbt  be  gained  from  them  to  the 
l^reacK  king,  contrary  to  the  duty  of  his  allegi- 
ancoi  and  the  laws  and  statutes  oi  this  realm. 

,  ARTtdlE  VI,  * 

•*  iThat  wh^eds  herhite  majesty  ^oecn  Anne» 
sot  onlV  in  pursuance  ol  the  treaties  she  stdod 
tngaged  in  to  her  good  alfi^,  knd  hi  particular 
9   • 


to  his  imperial  ro^ei^,  for  the  recoroy  of  the 
monarchy  of  Spam  to  the  House  of  Austria, 
iherebyto  preserve  a  doe  balmioe  of  pow^ria 
Europe :  but  also  from  her  jaat  teseatmeao 
against  the  duke  of  Aojoa,  who  tbea  -stiM 
hmnelfkingofSpam,lu]d  who,  ta  defiaoce  of 
her  majesty*^  tide  to  (he  crown,  bad  acbtiefw^ 
lodged  the  Pretender  as  king  of  Great  Britain 
AEid,  on  these  just  focmdatioos^  ber  HMjesty 
had,  in  vindication  of  the  honour  oftbeaow% 
and  mjnstice  to  her  people,  at  a  vast  eipeoce 
of  blood  and  treasore,  and  on  tbeeameat  and 
repeated  advices  of  her  partlameot,  pvo4ecii- 
ted  a  vigorous  war  against  the  said  dake  of 
Aigou ;  and  whereas,  fai  te  years  of  oar 
Lord  1710,  1711,  and  1713,  the  iaid  ope% 
Uoody,  and  expensive  war  was  carried  on,  be* 
tfif^en  hersaid  late  majesty  qaeen  Anae  and  the 
said  duke  of  Anjott ;  and,  daring  aM  tbethab 
aforesaid,  the  said  war  did  continue,  arid  for  all 
that  time  the  said  duke  of  Ai^oa  and  the  sab- 
jects  of  Spain  adherihg  to  lum  were  enemies 
of  her  late  majesty;  he  the  said  Henry  ▼Jecoasfc 
Bolingbroke,  then  being  one  of  her  nugeitf^ 
principal  secretaries  of  state  and  of  her  prny 
Council,  and  a  subject  of  her  said  AajitetY,  not 
Considering  the  duty  of  his  allegiance,  bat  baviat 
%vithdrawn  his  true  obedience  from  beraaid  kte 
majesty,  did  at  several  tunes,  in  the  years  ol 
our  Lord  1710,1711,  and  It  1-2,  ftibdy,  maBd^ 
onsly,  wickedly,  and  traiterously,  aid,  help,  and 
assist,  and  adhere  to  the  'said  dnk^  of  Aftioit, 
then  an  enemy  to  her  taad  late  migesfy,  agaM 
her  said  majesty ;  and  in  execution  and  pei*' 
formance  of  liis  said  aiding,  heluing  and  a»fsCi> 
ing,  and  adhering,  and  hi  coirfM^racy  and  com- 
bination^ith  the  then  enemies  of  her  lata  ma- 
jesty, and  with  divers  other  wicked  and  evft. 
disposed  persons,  did,  at  several  timte,  in  tift 
years  aforesaid  advise  and  couoseil  the  enemia 
of  her  late  majesty  ti^ain^t  her  said  mtjesty; 
and,  in  such  couoseHmg  and  advising,  did  coa^ 
cert  with  them,  and  did  promote  the  yi^^^ 
and  giving  up  Spain  and  th6  West-fiAM 
or  sofne  part  thereof,  to  the  said  dokebf  Aftjnfc 
then  in  emnity  with  h«r  majesty,  agaia^  thi 
duty  of  his  alt^ance,  and  the  laws  and  st^iM 
of  this  reaTm. 

"  All  which  crimed  and  misdemeanors  wtfit 
committed  and  done  by  him  the  saitl  Reflry 
viscount  Bolingbroke,  against  our  late  stfV^re^ 
lady  the  queen,  her  crown  and  dignity,  m 
peace  and  interest  of  this  kingdom,  and  it 
'breiich  of  the  several  trusts  reposed  in  biift 
the  said  viscount ;  ahd  he  the  said  H^tiry  vlf 
fconnt  Bolingbroke  was  on^  of  her  tila^^sty^ 
principal  secretaries  of  state,  and  ode  of  her 
privy  council,  during  the  tim^  that  ^1  and  e^etj 
the  crimes  before  set  forth  Vf^re  done  and  codi- 
uiitted:  for  Which  matters  and  things,  die 
knights,  citizens,  and  burgesses  of  theHdtnfttf 
Commons,  in  parliament  assembled,  do,  in  tU 
name  of  themselves  and  of  all  the  Commofii  v 
Great  Britain,  impeach  the  said  Henry  viscooflt 
Bolingbroke  of  high  treason,  and  other  b^ 
crimes  and  miidenieanorSi  fii  tile  bM  Aidcto 
contained. 
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^  Afld  the  fud  CofiMMns,  by  fiiroMtMlt^y 
UMfng  to  tbemMlres  the  liberty  of  exMbking, 
iU  may  dm*  bereafter,  any  ntber  tecvsatitnn  or 
wfjcycbigntB  againsc  ite  Mid  Henry  TUcoaM 
BtoixnghMke,  and  also  of  yeplykig  to  the  aoewen 
wiMcb  cbe  said  Hemy  visdooot  Boliogbroke  lAM 
■Hike  to  the  premiseSy  or  any  of  them,  or  to  any 
ioipeBcfaQient  or  acensackm  ibat  i^  be  by 
<tiefn  exbibked,  aooordioft  to  die  eourse  and 
proeeedifigB  of  partianettt ;  do  pny,  that  the 
Mod  Heo^  nscouot  Bolingbroke  be  p«t  to 
mosver  all  aod  every  tbe  premitea;  and  that 
wacb  prooeediflgs,  etatniaatiomy  tHah»  and 
JndiemeotSy  ttuqp  be  tfpott  tbem,  and  every  of 
tiieiBy  bad  and  used,  as  shall  be  fagreeable  to 
law  and  Janice :  and  they  do  Anther  pray  and 
demaady  that  the  said  Henry  visiioant  Bolbg^ 
broke  may  beaequeBtered  fVom  parliaanent^  and 
Ibrthfritfa  cwmnittad  to  safe  castody.'' 


LordBoim^rofU  h^gjUd^  iBMaintedqfHigh 
IVraMm.}  The  same  day  the  Lords  sent  a  mes- 
ta^  to  acquaint  tbe  Cootmoas,  that  their  lord- 
ships bad  ordered  Henry  viscount  Bolingbroke 
to  be  Ibrtiimth  attach^,  by  the  gentleman 
ssber  of  tfaeUack-rod,  attending  the  House  of 
JLorda,  and  brooeht  to  their  loittships  bar,  to 
answer  the  ArticTeseihibited  against  him  by  the 
Hoase  of  Conamons :  but  tbe  lord  Bolingbroke 
bad  long  before  retired  hito  France  Hereupon 
the  Commons  ordered  a  fa^ll  to  he  brought  in  to 
sacMDon  Henry  viocomit  Bolingbroke  to  render 
knaielf  to  justice  by  a  day  therein  to  be  limited; 
or,  in  default  thereof,  to  attaint  him  of  high 


ASTICT.ZS    OF   IlCPfiACBmSNT  AOAIUST   TBI 

DcTKSOT  OftuovD.]  Aug.  8.  Tbe  engrossed  Ar- 
ticles of  fcapeachment  against  tihe  duke  of  Or- 
Bkoad  bemg  read,  Mr.  Secretary  Stanhope  at- 


•ddressed  tbetr  lordships  as  foflaws 

**  My  Lords  ;<-r-The  Commons  in  Parliamant 
assenibtledy  haviog  received  information  of  divers 
traiterons  f  racticos  and  designs  of  a  great  peer 
of  this  HouBOy  James  duke  of  Ormond^  have 
oomaanded  ose  to  impeach  the  said  James  doke 
of  Onno^  of  faigb  tre«on,  and  other  high 
enmea  and  misdemeanors ;  andjdohere^tntheir 
names^sad  in  tbe  nasMS  of  all  dw  Commons  of 
Gmt  fifilaan,  imfMach  the  said  James  doke  Of 
Otawod  of  high  trsasoo,  and  other  high  crimes 
aod  BiisikBuaaiiofS. — ^And  I  am  further  com* 
waadsd  by  tbe  House  of  Commoosy  lo  pray  nod 
iama^  Of  yonr  lordships,  that  the  said  /antes 
tee  of  Omond  may  be  sequestered  £ron 
PMiamenCy  and  forthwith  coaMnklsd  lo  sale 
coKody." 

He  fiirdier  pt«Mnled  Articles  of  Impeach^ 
meat  of  high  treason,  and  other  high  crimes  and 
jyaigeamws,  agaiiiBt  Aie  said  James  duke  of 
CjMnd,  In  maBit^ahi^e  of  the  said  charge, 
m  Mid  AfUcto  «refe  ^d,  as  foUo  Vs : 


AKTICLBS  o^  IMPEACHMENT  ef  Ifigft 

Treason,  and  cf  other  High  Crimes  and 
Misdemeanors,  against  JAMES  Duke  of 
ORMOND. 

AXTICLt  I. 

<*  That  whereas  James  duke  of  Ormond,  in 
or  about  the  month  of  April  ins,  being  ap- 
pointed general  of  the  forces  in  the  Nelheriaods 
of  her  late  majesty  queen  Anne,  With  orders  to 
prosecute  the  war  against  France  with  all  pos- 
sible vip>ur,  in  conjunction  with  her  said  msjes- 
tjjr's  allies ;  and  having,  by  her  said  majesty's 
directions,  and  in  her  name,  given  her  said  al- 
lies the  mott  solemn  assurances  to  that  purpose 
was  thereupon  admitted  into  tbe  councils,  and 
made  privy  to  the  most  secret  designs,  of  the 
generals  of  the  confederate  army  against  the 
common  enemy,  and  of  the  measures  they 
thought  the  most  proper  to  carry  on  the  war 
with  success:  and  whereas,  in  the  said  year 
1719,  the  said  war  was  carried  on  between  her 
said  late  majesty  queen  Anne  and  the  said 
French  king;  and  during  all  th^  said  war  did 
continue,  and  for  all  that  time  the  said  F^ch 
king  and  his  subjects  were  enemies  of  her  late 
majesty,  he  the  said  James  duke  of  Ormond, 
then  general  of  her  majesty's  army,  and  a  sub- 
ject of  her  majesty,  not  considering  the  duty  of 
his  allegiance,  bat  having  withdrawn  his  true 
and  due  obedience  from  her  said  late  m^esty 
and  affection  from  his  country,  did,  during  the 
said  witf,  felsely,  maliciously,  wickedly,  and 
trajteroosly,  aid,  help,  assist  and  adhere  to,  the 
said  French  king,  against  her  said  late  majes- 
ty; and,  in  execution. of  his  said  aiding,  help- 
ing, assisting,  and  adhering,  maliciously,  falsely, 
and  traiterously,  contrary  to  tbe  duty  of  lus 
allegiance  and  the  laws  and  statutes  of  tbb 


tZmwVC  Kl*7r%K»  «>^r.^^^  1      allegiance  and  the  laws  and  statutes  of  tbb 


1713,  send  private  intelligence  and  information 
to  marshal  Villars,  then  an  eneiny  to  her  said 
late  miyesty,  and  general  of  the  French  king's 
nrmy  against  her  majesty  and  her  allies,  ot  a 
nmch  the  army  of  her  said  mi^esty  and  bf  her 
allies  was  then  going  to  make,  and  of  the  de- 
sign of  the  said  army  in  making  that  autfcb. 

AftTICLX  If. 

**Tha^  whereas,  in  or  about  the  month  6f 
May  171i,  a  traitefous  design  was  carried 
on  between  Henry  St.  John  esquire,  then  one 
of  her  said  late  majest^s  pinclpal  secretaries 
of  ^tate,  and  other  evil-dispo)Bed  persons,  nnd 
the  ministers  of  France,  to  defeat  the  just  ex- 
pectation of  tbe  great  advant^es  over  the  com- 
mon enemy  her  inajesty  and  the  nation  ha^ 
then  reasdn  t6  hope  for,  firom  the  great  supe- 
riority of  the  confederate  forces  in  die  Ne&ef- 
lands  ;  to  obtain  whicih,  very  Icrge  sums  of  mo- 
ney had  been  cheerfully  contributed  by  par- 
Lament  :  and,  to  that  end  the  said  Heni^  St.  . 
John  had  given  secret  assurances  to  the  t^rencb 
ministers, 'That  her  inajesty*s  general  in  th« 
'  Netherlands,  though  under  (he  most  solemn 
*  dngagemeo  ts  to  &ct  vigorously  in  conceit 
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wereiOy  -  iiui^  ii  oe  loupa  mu  of 
«  biioi  the  eoemj  to  a  battle,  b 
*  decline  it ;'  althoiigh,  bj  a  oma 
liy  the  said  James  dake  or  On 


«  witb  tbe  allieiy  tboaUnoCact  aniMtFraace;* 
and  bad  aim  eapgedtbe  said  dake  of  OrtDnnd 
to  coocor  in  the  taut  wicked  parpiise ;  whicb 
leiril  practket  of  the  said  Heory  St.  J<^  and 
fltfaersy  when  thejr  were  iirtt  soq^acted,  giiiac 
the  gpeaaest  alafai  CO  the  piaipccn  of  the  aUiei^ 
the  pariiaiamt,  and  to  the  whole  kiopkHn,  aod 
bein^thereopoo  opeoly  diiarowad  wad  denied 
1>j  all  the  coBSpirators  in  the  OMSt  pablic 
maoaer ;  he  the  said  Jamea  dake  of  Onnond^  tp 
order  to  diiptiie  and  oonoeal  fiom  her  said  late 
najeitjr  and  the  whole  kiopkNU  thetaid  traitor- 
ouadetigofly  then  canning  oa  bj  the  said  Hauj 
Sc  John  and  other  faue  traiton  to  her  mweaty 
and  their  coootrj,  in  aid  aod  comfort  or  the 
French  king,  then  in  open  war  wkh,  and  aa 
«oeiny  of  her  said  majestjj!,  did,  bj  his  letter  of 
the  25tb  of  Maj  17 19,  to  the  said  Heorj  St 
John,  then  her  nuuestj's  principal  aecretar/  of 
state,  called  bis  public  letter,  bacaose  prefHirod 
and  intended  to  be  read  before  her  saidmijesty 
and  iier  council,  widtedlj,  (abelj  and  treachcr- 
onalj,  abuse  and  impoae  imonher  said  late  ma- 
jestj  and  bercooncil,  b^  amrmiagand  declaring 
tlu^o, '  That,  if  be  loupd  an  opportonitj  to 
battle,  be  shoold  not 
rate  letter  writ 
Ormoad,  of  the 
aaine  date,  and  to  the  said  Heor?  St.  John,  de- 
signed to  be  read  hj  the  said  Henry  St.  John 
aod  the  said  coospiratora  oofy^  be  the  said 
James  duke  of  Ormond,  did  on  the  oontrar? , 
wickedly  promise  and  engage,  *  That  he  woud 

*  not  attack  or  molest  the  French  army,  or  cn- 

*  gage  in  any  siege  against  France.* 

Aeticlx  IIL 

**  That  fie  the  said  James  dake  of  Ormond, 
in  or  about  the  month  of  June  1719,  being  at 
that  time  general  of  her  majesty's  forces  against 
France,  and  a  sulject  of  her  said  majesty,  not 
considering  the  duty  of  hb  allegiance,  but  bar- 
iog  altogether  withdrawn  the  cordial  lore  and 
due  oMieoce  which  etery  foithful  subject 
owed  to  her  said  majesty,  and  devoting  himself 
to  the  service  of  France,  and  designing  to  giva 
aid  and  comfort  to  the  French  king  and  his  sub- 
^  jects,  then  in  open  war  with,  and  enemies  to 
iier  said  late  majesty,  ia  violation  of  the  many 
treaties  of  alUanct  between  Great  Britain  and 
sereral  other  princes  and  states,  for  carrying  on 
the  war  against  France,  and  of  the  said  late 
qoeen's  instructions  to  him,  on  or  about  the  7th 
of  April  1713,  under  the  sign  manual ;  in  por- 
soance  thereof,  and  of  the  solemn  deolaratioos 
be  had  but  lately  before,  by  her  said  majesty's 
conmund,  and  in  her  name,  made  to  the  pen- 
sionary of  Holland  and  the  geberals  of  the  con- 
federate army,  to  pu^  on  the  war  with  all  pos* 
sible  vigour ;  and  also  in  open  and  manifost 
Tiokoion  of  the  last  orders  sent  to  him  in  a  le^> 
ter  from  the  said  Henry  St.  John,  oa  or  about 
the  7th  of  June  1715,  whereby  he  the  said 
James  duke  of  Ormond  was  directed,  ^  To  make 

*  no  cessation  of  arms  with  the  French,  naless 

*  the  articles  demanded  by  her  majesty,  and  ex- 
'prcisly  Bsemioncd  gad  let  down  in  dit  laid 


<  letter,  aatfac  cooditiaaa  far  the  said  riwiinii, 
^should  be  complied  with  by  Fnuioe;'  and 
wheieby  he  the  said  James  duk^  of  Oroaoad 
was  likewise  forthar  expressly  directed  and  toid, 

*  That  io  case  the  cooditMHis  chereio  naentiocicd 

*  waie  not  complied  with  by  France,  that  thes 

*  ha  was  eagrely  free  £rom  reatraiat^  aad  at  li- 

*  hefty  to Jpkke  all  rcasoaahle  measures  io  his 

*  power  for  aanoytog  the  enemy,  aod  at  fiiU  li- 

<  berty  of  actiag  against  France  f  did,  on  or 
about  the  9dth  of  Jane,  af  iresaid,  fidsely,  osj^ 
hcioasly,  wicked^,  and  traiierously,  aid,  help, 
assist,  and  adhere  to  the  French  kng,  against 
her  said  lata- aaiesty,  and  than  in  open  war 
with  her  maiesty;  aad,  in  exeootioQ  of  las  said 
aiding^  helping,  assisting,  and  adhering,  aad 
in  pursnaace  oi  a  wicked  proause  be  had  ae- 
cretly  made  the  same  day  to  marshal  ViUars, 
general  of  the  French  army,  to  that  purpose, 
flsalicioosly,  falsely,  and  traiteoously,  contrary 
to  the  dutjf  of  his  allegiance  and  the  laws  and 
statutes  of  this  realoi,  did  advise,  and  eodea* 
vour  to  persoade,  the  generals  of  the  coafo- 
derate  army  against  Fraace,  and  the  deputies 
of  the  States  General,  to  raise  the  siqreof  Qyea- 
noy,  a  French  town  then  besieged  l)y  them  ; 
and  did  then  fiirtber,  traxterously  and  wickedly, 
refuse  to  act  any  longer  against  Fraace;  and 
then  also,  traiteroosly  and  wickedJyv  told  the 
said  genmls  of  the  said  confederate  forces,  aod 
the  said  States  deputies,  '  That  he  coald  no 

*  lon|ser  cover  the  siege  of  Quesaoy  ;  but  was 

*  obliged,  by  his  instructions,  to  march  off  with 
'  the  queen>  troops,  and  those  io  her  majesty's 
'  pay :'  Whereas  in  truth,  and  the  Commons  ex« 
pressly  charge.  That  he  thie  said  James  duke  of 
brai^^lraitefoiislv  and  wickedly  make 
the  said  declaration,  and  refused  toact  against 
France,  in  manifest  contradiction  not  only  to 
his  said  original  orders,  but  also  of  the  said  letter 
to  him  of  the  7th  of  June  from  the  said  Henry 
St.  John ;  since  none  of  the  articles  demanded 
by  her  majesty  for  a  cessation  of  arms,  and  ei* 
pressed  in  the  said  letter  to  be  the  cooditioas 
without  which  no  cessation  of  arms  was^  to  be 
made,  had  been  complied  with  by  France. 
And,  in  further  eiecution  of  his  said  traitorous 
desigas,  he  the  said  James  duke  of  Ormond, 
by  a  letter  to  the  said  marshal  Villars  on  the 
SSth  of  June  aforesaid,  did  traiteroosly  and 
wickedly  scmd  intelligenoe  to  the  said  mamhal 
ViUarsof  the  beforementiooedpassages  between 
him  the  said  James  duke  of  Ormond,  and  the 
generals  of  the  confederate  army  and  the  States 
Deputies,  aad  how  his  propositions  were  raqav 
ed  by  them;  and  also  of  the  dispositioo  ba  ob- 
served in  the  foreign  troops  to  adhere  to  thesaid 
oofifoderates,  ta  case  of  a  separatioD  by  the 
tiaops  of  Great  Britain. 

AancLi  IV* 

^  That  he  the  said  James  duke  of  Ormood 
did  not  onlv  wickedly  and  folsely  affirm  to  the 
generals  ofthe  oonfimrate  army  and  the  States 
deputies,  *  That  his  said  refusal  to  act  any 
«lon|sri^;aiastFiraooe,and  to  cover  the  ncfs 

*  of  Qocsa^i  was  \m  pwsoaBGt  pf  iMttactioM 
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«lie  had  netif4  for  tf^t  porpote  ;*  bat  dso, 
ta  induce  the  ua4  generalf  of  th%  confodeimte 
•rny  and  the  Steles  deputies  to  oonplj  with 
his  pioposel  to  them  to  aUMidon  tM  sii^  t 
hs  the^tekl  James  dokeof  Onneiul  did  wick- 
edly represent  their  compUaoce  therein  as 
the  most  effectual  way  to  indace  her  said  kite 
majesty  to  take  care  of  the  said  c^ederates 
ioteresc  at  the  peace ;  whereby  he  the  said 
Jaxnes  duke  of  Onnond  did,  in  effe<^  threaten 
her  said  majesty's  good  friends  and  alliee,  *  That, 
'  onless  they  wouki  dishonourably  abandon  an 

*  enterprise  undtrtaken  by  conunon  ceaeent^ 

*  and  thereby  save  a  strong  fortress  and  a  no- 

*  neroos  garrison  of  tbe  enemy,  they  were  not 

*  to  expectjthnt  her  majesty  would  take  cart  of 
<  their  interesU  at  the  general  peace.' 

Abticle  V. 

"  That  be  the  said  James  duke  of  Onnond 
hsving  receif  ed  a  letler,  dated  on  or  about  the 
14th  of  July  1713,  firom  the  said  marshal  Vil* 
krs  the.  French  generfid,  desiring  <  To  be  in- 

*  foraied  what  troops  remained  in  theconfeder- 
'  ate  army,  or  what  troops  and  generals  marched 

*  off  from  them  with  him  the  said  duke:  and 
'  deciding,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  reason  of 
'  that  inquiry  was  in  order  to  fall  upon  and  at^ 

*  tack  the  said  confederate* army  ;'  he  Che  said 
James  duke  of  Onnond,  on  or  about  the  16th 
day  of  July  1712,  did,traiterouUy,  and  wickedly, 
coatraiy  to  the  duty  of  a  true  and  faithful  sub- 
ject, and  contrary  to  his  allegiance  and  the  laws 
sod  statutes  of  this  realm,  aid,  help,  assist,  and 
adboe  to,  the  said  French  king  and  his  subjects, 
against  her  said  late  majesty,  and  then  in  open 
war  irith,  and  enemies  to,  her  said  late  majesty ; 
and,  in  execution  of  his  said  aiding,  helping, 
attistiog,  and  adhering,  he  the  said  J^imes  duke 
of  Onnond  OD  or  about  the  said  16th  day  of  July 
1719,  did  traiterously  send  secret  intelligence 
to  the  said  marshal  Villars,  the  general  of  the 
French  army,  of  the  number  of  the  troops  that 
had  left  the  said  confederate  army,  and  also  of 
tbe  march  tbo  said  co.nfedejate  army  had  that 
aymuog  made* 

Article  VI. 

'<  And  whereas  he  the  said  James  duke  of 
Ormood  had  received  advice  that  the  States 
C^aeral,  in  or  about  the  month  of  October 
171S,  had  formed  a  design  to  surprise  and  take 
the  towns  of  Newport  and  Eumes,  or  one  of 
them,  then  in  the  possession  ofthe  French  king: 
that  he  the  said  James  duke  of  Ormond,  intend* 
iog  to  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  common 
eaemy,  by  defeating  thesaid  enterprise,  did,  ou 
or  about  the.  S  1st  day  of  October  171S,  in  a 
letter  to  the  said  Henry  St.  John,  tben  viscount 
Boliogbroke,  wickedly  and  basely  suggest  to 
tod  advise  her  said  late  majesty  to  send  secret 
iotelliKence  of,  and  to  betray,  the  said  counsels 
ind  designs  of  her  good  and  faithful  allies  the 
States  General,  to  the  French  king,  then  in  the 
var  with,  and  an  enemy  to,  her  majesty ;  and 
^  further  wickedly  and  shamefully  suggest  the 
^fii»  of  putting  the  Mid  treachery  m  execution, 


by  giving  pritaltmteH%ait»of  tiia  dtsiga  M 
the  said  marshal  Villars.  All  which  erimet  and 
misdcmoaiiors  were  eommitted  and  don«  by  him 
the  said  James  duke  of  Ormond,  against  our 
late  sovereign  lady  the  queen,  her  crown  and 
dignity,  the  peace  and  interest  of  this  kingdom 
and  in  breach  of  the  several  trusts  reposMl  in 
him  the  said  duke ;  and  he  the  said  James  duk* 
of  Ormond  was  general  of  her  majest^s  forces 
in  the  Netherlands,  and  one  of  her  privy  coun- 
cil, during  the  time  that  all  aiMl  every  the  crimes 
before  set  forth  were  done  and  committed :  for 
which  matters  and  thion,  the  knights,  citixeos, 
and  burgesses  of  the  Bouse  of  Commons,  in 
parliament  assembled,  do,  in  the  name  of  them* 
selves  and  of  all  the  Conmons  of  Great  Britain , 
impeach  thesaid  Jaoiesduke  of  Ormond  of 
high  treason,  and  other  high  crimes  and  misde* 
maaoon,  in  the  said  Articles  contained. 

^  And  'the  said  Commons,  by  protestatioil 
saving  to  tbeneelvet  the  liberty  of  exhibiting,, 
at  any  time  hereafter,  any  other  accusatioos  or 
impMchments  against  the  said  James  duke  of 
Ormond,  and  of  replying  to  the  answers  which 
the  said  James  duke  of  Ormond  shall  make 
to  the  premises,  or  any  of  them,  or  to  any  im- 
peachment or  accttsaaon  that  shall  be  by  them 
exhibited,  according  to  tlia  course  and  pro* 
eeedings  of  parliament ;  do  pray,  that  the  said 
James  duke  of  Orasond  be  put  to  answer  all 
and  every  tbe  premises ;  and  that  such  pro- 
ceedings, examine tions,  trials,  and  judgmentSf 
mav  M  upon  them,  and  every  of  them,  had 
and  used,  as  shall  be  agreeable  to  law  and  jus* 
tice.  And  they  do  further  pray  and  demand, 
that  the  said  James  duke  of  Ormond  may  h% 
sequestered  from'  parliament,  and  forthwith 
committed  ta  safe  custody.'' 

The  Duke  of  Ormond  being  gon4  e§ ,  it  aUtf 
att^iuted,']  But  the  duke  of  Ormond  on  the 
21st  of  July  before,  embarking  privately  oa 
board  a  vessel  on  the  Kentish  coast,  lauded  iii 
three  days  in  France :  upon  which  the  Com- 
mons, August  the  10th,  ordered  a  Bill  to  be 
brought  in  to  summon  and  attaint  him  in  lika 
manner  as  the  lord  viscount  Boliogbroke. 

The  Duicheti  of  Ormondes  Petition  to  en- 
Urge  the  Duh^t  time  for  uppearance.]  Aug.  18. 
A  Petition  of  the  most  noble  Mary  dutchess  of 
Ormond^  wife  of  his  grace  James  duke  of  Or- 
mond, was  presented  to  the  House  of  Lords, 
and  read ;  setting  forth,  <*  That,  her  husband 
thesaid  duke  being  beyond  sea,  the  uncer- 
tainty of  finding  him  out,  and  the  difficulty  of 
giving  him  notice  of  the  bill  depending  in  this 
House,  to  attaint  him  of  High-Treason  unlesa 
he  renders  himself  by  the  tenth  of  September 
next,  is  so  great,  that  it  "will  be  almost  impos- 
sible for  him  so  to  do,  in  so  short  a  time  ;''  and 
praying  **  In  regard,  the  estate,  the  life,  the  ho* 
nour,  of  a  peer  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  wel- 
fare of  so  noble  and  ancient  a  family,  is  at 
stake :  that  this  House  will  give  him  a  larger 
time  for  rendering  himself,  that  he  may  hava 
an  opportonity  to  caa^ince  theic  lori«bipi  and 
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Aewqriilof  kis  knooBBOt^  ac  lo  thecrimt 
wlitrc6f  be  ii  impeached.^' 

And  the  statute  of  17  Car.  «,  for  attaintiiig 
Thomas  Doleroan»  Joseph  Bampfidd,  and 
Thomas  Scot,  of  higlv-treason,  if  they  render 
DOC  tben»elves  by  a  dajr,  being  read ;  and  de-^ 
bate  touching  the  said  Dutchess's  request ; 
Ofdered,That  the  saidf  petition  do  lie  on  the 
table.  Ordered,  That,  for  ibe  safety  of  his  ma- 
jesty's person  and  gOTemment,  this  House  will 
proceea  further  thb  day  upon  the  above  men- 
tioned bill :  That  the  House  be  now  pat  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole  House  upon  the 
•aid  biU. 

ProteUt  againit  th€  BUU  of  Ailamder 
^aintt  Lord  BoUnghrolu  amd  th»  Duke  of 
OrmoHd,]  Aug.  18.  Tlie  BiU  intituled  «  An 
act  for  the  attainder  of  Henry  vticonni 
Bolingbroke^  of  High-Treason,  unless  be  shall 
render  himself  to  justice  by  a  day  certain 
tberetii  mentioned/*  was  read  a  third  time. 

The  question  was  put,  whether  this  bill  shall 
pass  i  It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
^  Dissentient, 

^  Isty  Because  we  cannot  give  our  coasent 
to  the  affinnbg,  that  the  lord  to  be  attainted  by 
this  bill  is  fted  from  justice,  being  known  10 
have  left  England  before  he  was  impeached  in 

diament ;  nor  does  it  appear  to  us,  that  the 
so  impeached  has  had  any  summons  to  re- 
tur«,  or  legal  notice,  by  proclamation  or  other- 
wise, of  the  charge  brought  up  against  him. 

**  Sdly,  Because  no  particular  proofs  have 
been  laid  before  the  House  of  any  high  trea- 
son, or  other  high  crimes  or  misdemeanors  wiUi 
which  be  stands  charged  :  nor  has  any  evidence 
been  given  to  this  House  of  his  adhering  to  the 
king's  enemies ;  or  being  concerned  in  any 
^iterous  design  since  he  m  £n;;land. 

**  Sdly,  Because  the  time  prescribed  for  hit 
return  U  much  shorter  than  what  has  been  al- 
lowed to  persons  in  like  circumstances -of  sup- 
posed gjiiuty  though  of  far  meaner  condition 
and  character ;  nor  do  we  know  or  believe, 
that  theve  is  any  instance  of  an^  person  what- 
soever, who  was  out  of  the  kingdom  at  the 
time  of  his  being  impeached  in  parliament, 
who  has  not  had  a  longer  dav  assigned  for  his 
return,  befoie  he  was  to  stand  and  be  adjudged, 
attainted,  or  actually  incuf  any  other  high  pains 
aad  penalties  inflicted  by  act  of  paCrliament. 

^  And  we  think  such  allowance  of  a  longer 
day,  in  the  case  of  altaii>ders  by  parliament, 
to  oe  much  more  reasonable,  as  it  is  agreeable, 
»ot  onlv  to  parliamentary  usage,  but  to  the 
Biethods  of  common  law,  in  all  cases  of  out- 
lawry, whereby  more  months  are  allowed  to  the 
most  noiorious  traitor  (known  to  be  fled  from 
instice)  for  his  coming  in,  before  his  outlawry 
can  be  recorded,  than  this  act  allows  weeks,  to 
the  lord  impeached,  for  his  returning  before  his 
atuinder  takes  place.— Fra.  Cestriens';  Cemp- 
ton  ;  Stafford  ;  Ashbumham ;  Lansdowne ; 
Scarsdale ;  Foley  ;  Abingdon ;  Weston  ;  Oa- 
rendoB  ;  WiHougbby  de  Broke ;  Jeney  {  Ba* 
ibttrst;  MiiiuMBjFr.'^  ^   '" 


Thai  the  bill  iatitoMy  **  AnweX  (or  die  aC- 
tmmdofi  James  duke  of  Onuond,  of  Hi^li- 
Treason,  naless  he  th^i  render  himself  to  Jos- 
tice,  by  a  day  cectain  thcvein  mentioned,''  was 
read  a  third  time  ;  the  quetties  was  pnt,  whe- 
ther  this  biU  shall  pass?  Contents  59^  Wot 
Contents  SS.  li  was  resolved  in  the  siffir^- 
native. 

"  Dissentient, 

*^  For  the  reasons  given  against  the  bill  aiw 
tituled,  An  act  for  the  attainder  of  tfctoy 
■viscount  Bolingbroke,  of  High-Treason,  onles* 
he  shall  vender  himself  to  jvstice,  by  a  dwty 
certain  therein  mentioned. — Scarsdale  :  Oco. 
Bath  aad  Welb ;  Fra.  Cestiiens* ;  Bathursc  ; 
Masham;  Compton;  Folev ;  Stafford;  Luia- 
dOwne ;  Ashbumham ;  Willougbby  de  Brc»ke  ; 
Fr.  Roflfen' ;  Abingdon  ;  Weston  ;  Clarendon.** 

Articles  of  Impeachmevt  against  tmb 
Eablob  Strafford.]  August  31.  Mr.  H.  Wal* 
pole  from  the  Committee  CPf  Secrecy,  acquainted 
the  House,  That  the  Committee  Had,  in  dbedi* 
enceto  the  oammands  of  the  House,  prepu^d 
Article  of  Impeachment  of  high  crimes  and  ini»» 
demeanors  against  Thomas  earl  of  Strafibrd  ; 
and  he  read  the  same  in  his  place  and  after* 
wards  delivered  them  in  at  the  clerk's  table  ; 
where  they  were  read.  Then  it  was  ordered. 
That  the  said  Articles  be  read  a  second  time, 
article  by  article.  And  the  «ime  were  read 
accordingly ;  And  the  said  Articles  were,  upon 
the  question  severally  put  thereupon,  agreed 
imto  by  the  House,  and  were  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  ;  and  that  a  clause  be  prepared,  sav- 
ing liberty  to  the  Conmions,  to  exhibit  any  far- 
ther Articles -against  the  said  Thomas  earl  of 
Strafford,  and  that  he  may  be  put  to  answer 
the  said  crimes  and  fnisdemeanours. 

-September  1.  The  said  clause  was  ofl^red  to 
the  House,  read|  agreed*  to,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  with  the  Articles  of  Impeachment ; 
which  being  done  accordingly,  the  said  engross* 
ed  Articles  were  read,  apd  it  was  ordered. 
That  Mr.  Aislaby  do  <jarry  the  said  Articles 
to  the  Lords  ;  whicli  he  did  accordingly.  The 
said  Articles  are  as  follow : 

ARTICLES  OF  IMPEACHMENT,  of  High 
Crimes  and  Misdemeandrs,  against  TUO* 
MAS  Earl  of  STRAFFORD. 
^  Whereas  his  late  majesty  king  WiHwa 
the  Third,  of  ever  glorious  memory,  out  of  his 
great  wisdom  and  tender  regard  for  hb  own 
kingdoms  and  the  Protestant  succession,  and 
to  vindicate  the  honour  of  the  crown  and  na- 
tion, then  affronted  by  France,  in  proclaiming 
the  Pretender  king  of  Great  Britain,  after  the 
French  king  had  but*  lately  before  acknow- 
ledged bis  majesty's  title  to  the  same,  as  well. 
as  from  a  just  concern  for  the  preservation  of 
die  liberties  of  Europe,  against  the  growing 
power  of  France,  which  was  dien  become 
more  formidable  from  the  duke  of  Anjon's  hav>* 
ing  taken  possession  of  the  entire  Spanish  mo- 
narcy,  did,  upon  the  ad? ice  and  request  of  both 
HottKi  of  Parissmeac^  im  or  abMt  the  mootib 
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^  8«pltiiiber  1701,  eateriBtOy  make,  and.  oon- 
dodc,  a  treaty  ^riib  Leopold  emperor  of  Oer- 
ummy  and  the  Sutes  Geoeral  of  the  Uaited  Pro- 
viooc$ ;  wherein  a  Btrict  coojanction  aod  al- 
Itaocse  amongst  tbemseWes  being  thought  ne- 
e—lary  for  repel  ling  the  greatness  of  the  com* 
fDoci  danger,  it  was,  amongst  other  things, 
agreed,  '<  XbAt  there  should  be  and  continue, 
betfMen  the  said  confederates,  a  constant,  per* 
petoal,  aod  inviolable  friendship  and  corres- 
pcNMlenoe;  and  that  each  party  should  be 
obliged  to  promote  theadmntages  of  the  other, 
and  prevent  all  inconveniences  and  dangers 
that  migbt  happen  to  them,  as  far  as  lay  in  their 
povaer  :  That  the  said  allies,  desiring  nothing 
■tore  earnestly  than  the.  peace  and  general 
^oiei  of  all  Europe,  had  adjudged,  that  no- 
thiog  could  be  more  effectual  for  the  escablish- 
neot  thereof,  than  the  procuring  an  equitable 
aiid  reasonable  satisfi^ction  to  his  imperial  ma- 
jca^  for  his  pretensbns  to  the  Spanish  sao- 
criMnn  ;  and  that  the  king  of  Great  Britain  and 
Cbe  States  General  mieht  obtain  a  particular 
and  aofident  security  &r  their  kingdoms,  pro- 
vioceBy  aod  dominions^  and  for  the  navigation 
and  ooomierce  of  their  suk^jects:  That  it  should 
not  he  permitted  to  either  party,  when  the  war 
is  ooce  Deg;nn,  to  treat  of  peace  with  the  enemy, 
nnleas  jointly  «id  by  a  communication  of  court* 
Gik ;  aod  no  peace  should  be  made,  un- 
less an  eqokabie  aod  reasonable  satisfaction 
for  fais  imperial  majesty,  and  a  particular  se> 
corky  for  the  kingdoms,  provinces,  dominions, 
umgatioo,  and  commerce,  of  his  majesty  of 
Great  Britaio  aod  the  Sutes  General,  be  first 
obuioed ;  aod  unless  care  be  taken,  by  fitting 
seeority,  that  the  kingdoms  of  France  and 
Spain  shall  never  come  and  be  united  under 
the  same  ^vemment,  nor  that  one  and  the- 
laoM  person  shall  be  king  of  both  kingdoms. 
Aad  whereas  his  said  late  m^esty  king  William 
aad  the  States  General,  seriously  considering 
that  Fiance  was  then  become  so  formidable,* 
frooi  the  accessinn  of  Spain  to.  the  djike  of 
A19011,  that,  in  the  opinion  of  all  the  world, 
Europe  was  io  danger  of  losing  her  liberty,^ 
and  undergoiog  the  heavy  yoke  of  universal 
nuNiarchy  ;  and  that  the  surest  means  of  ef- 
iectiag  that  design  were,  to  divide  ^e  king  of 
Great  Britain  from  the  Staies  General,  for 
which  purpose  all  imaginable  efforts  would  be 
snde ;  they  therefore  thought  it  necessary  to 
Botte  io  the  strictest  manner  that  was  possible  ; 
and,  to  that  end,  a  defensive  treaty  and  alliance 
was  concluded  and  entered  into  between  them, 
in  or  about  Norerober  1701,  wherein  amongst 
elher  things,  it  was  further  agreed,  '  That  by 

*  the  aUiauce  with  the  emperor,  made  in  Sep- 
'  tember  then  last,  particular  care  being  taken 
'  for  the  recovery  of  the  Spanish  Low  Coun- 
'  tries  oot  of  the  hands  of  the  most  Christian 
'  kioc,  the  said  confederates  expressly  engaged 

*  to  ^d  one  another  with  all  their  forces  for 
* tkeTecovery  of  the  same;  and  in  regard  the 

*  principal   interest  of   the  said  confederates 

*  eoQsisted  in  the  preserv^ion  of  the  liberties 
'  of  Europe,  that  the  faeforementioned  treaty 

Vol.  Vlt 


*  with  the  emperor  shall  be  faithfuHy  and  sin* 

<  cerely  executed,  and  both  sides  shall  guaran- 
'  tee  the  same,  and  nse  their  endeavours,  to  coo-> 

*  firm  and  render  it  more  strong  from  time  to 

<  time^  That,  in  making  peace,  particular  cart 

*  shall  be  taken  of  the  commerce  aod   emffic, 

<  of  both  nations,  and  also  for  their  security 

*  as  well  in  re^rd  to  the  Lew  Countries  as 

*  to  the  countries  adjacent :  That,  when  the 
'  war  it  begun,  the  confederates  shall  act  io 
'  concert,  according  to  the  seventh  and  eighth 

*  articles  of  the  treaty  of  the  Srd  of  March 

<  1667-8,  between  Eoghmd  aod  Holland^  which 

<  was  thereby  renewed   and  confirmed ;  aod 

<  no  peace  nor  truce,  or  suspension  of  arms, 

<  shall  be  negociated  or  made,  but  accordiog  to 

<  the  ninth  and  tenth  articles  of  that  treaty  ; 

<  by  which  it  was  a^ed,  that,  when  the  two 

<  allies  came  once  to  an  open  war,  it  shall  he 

<  lawful  for  neither  of  them  o/lerwards  to  come 

*  to  any  cessation  of  arms  with  him  who  shaU 

<  be  declared  and  proclaimed  an  enemy,  with- 

<  out  it  be  dbne  conjointly  and  with  common 

<  consent ;  that  no  negotiation  of  peace  shall 
^  he  set  on  foot  by  one  of  the  allies,  without 

*  the  concurrence  of  the  other;  that  each  ally 
'  shall  continually,  and  from  time  to  time,  Im- 

<  part  to  the  other  every  thing  that  shall  pate  io 

<  the  said  negotiation;  and  shall  stipulate  with 

*  the  common  enemy  for  the  same  rights,  imm^ 

*  nities,  exemptions,  and  prerogatives,  for  his 

<  ally,  a&  he  should  do  for  himself,  if  so  be  said 

<  allies  do  not  agree  to  the  contrary/  And 
•whereas  the  French  king,  havioe  got  posses-^- 
sion  of  a  great  part  of  the  Spanish  dominions, 
exercised  an  absolute  authority  over  thot  mo» 
narchy,  having  seized  Milan  and  the/  Spanish 
Low  Countries  by  his  armies,  and  made  himself 
master  of  Cadiz  and  of  the  entrance  into  tho 
Mediterranean,  and  of  the  ports  of  the  Spanish 
West  Indies,  by  his  fleets,  every  where  designing 
to  invade  the  liberties  of  Europe,  and  to  obstruct 
the  freedom  of  navigation  andxommerce ;  and, 
instead  of  eivtng.the  satisfaction  that  was  justly 
expected,  had  proceeded  to  further  violences 
aod  indignities ;  and,  having  iuflaenced  Spain  . 
to  acknowledge  the  Pretender,  and  thereby  to 
concur  witli  him  in  the  said  affront;  her  late 
sacred   majesty    queen  Anne,  taking  notice, 

*  that  she  tound  herself  obliged,  for  maintaining 

*  the  public  faith,  for  viadicatnig  tlie  honour  bf 

<  the  crown,  and  to  prevent  the  mischiefs  which 

*  all  Europe  were  threatened  with,  to  declare 

*  war  against  France  and  Spnin,'  did  accord- 
ingly, in  the  month  of  May  1703,  in  the  most 
public  and  solemn  manner  proclaim  the  same  ; 
as  i\\f*  imperial  majesty  and  the  States  General 
did  hkewibe  do,  in  or/iboiit  the  said  month  of 
May,  in  pursuance  of  the  beforementtoned 
treaties.  And  whereas  many  king^,  princes, 
and  states  of  Europe,  being  invited  by  the  said 
grand  alliance,  and  relying  on  the  faith  thereof, 
did  afterwards  become  parties  to  the  said  con*, 
federate  war  against  France  and  Spain  ;  and,  in 
the  treaty  entered  into  in  or  about  the  month  of 


May  1703,  between  his  imperial  majesty,  th^ 
queen  of  Great  Britain,  the  Sta^  Genccal|  1 
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Mon  of  dl  ber  najost/t  ftMiai;  ftwi  al|o  to  ap* 
Boiat  i«lin  'CImb  lofd  Uibop  of  Bratol  aod 
Tho«Mt  emri  ^f  S^rafibrd  lier  pUnipotenuanay 
to  Cranaact  tbe,s«D«  at  Utrecht.  And  wlierMS 
her  sacfied  oiajestTy  ia  parsaaooe  of  |^  treatiei 
aba  stood  eogaged  ii^  and  of  her  declaracioo  io 
the  taoDCh  of  April  1711  to  the  Grand  Pea- 
sbiiary  and  the  other  imoiaten  of  Holland, 
baii^  still  determiDed,  in  making  peace  as  ia 
making  war,  to  act  in  perfect  eoacert  with  her 
allies,  and,  in  conjuaotion  with  them,  ia  de- 
mand and  procure  from  France  a  jaat  aatisliao* 
tion  far  tdl  their  preteastons,  according  to,  aiid 
in  jperformaace  b^  the  many  aokma  treatice 
and  alliaoces  then  subsisting  between  ber  asar 
jesty  and  tbem,  did,  ia  porsuanoe  thereof  bj 
her  inntmctions  under  the  sign  manual,  dated 
the  Slst  of  October  1711,  to  him  tbe  aaid 
Thomas  earl  of  Stra£Kird,  her  ambassador  ex- 
traordinary and  pleaipotentiary  to  the  States 
General,  dirject  htm,  '<  Hurt,  during  tba  eomse 
of  the  tlien  intended  aeaotiataoB  of  peace,  it 
must  be  the  most  carefaT  endeavour  and  the 
fixed  principle  of  all  tbe  confederates,  co  baM 
fiist  tc^etber,  ia  order  to  obtain  from  tbe  enemy 
the  utmost  which  could  be  hoped  for  ia  the 
present  circumstaaces  of  affiurs;  and  tbatha 
migbt  astore  the  confederates,  that  ber  nugesty 
on  ber  par^  woakl  firmly  adhere  to  that  nle; 
and  that  she  was  so  far  from  making  peace 
without  tbe  concurrence  of  tbe  States  Geaeial, 
that  she  bad  declared  her  firm  retolotioD,  not 
to  make  it  without  their,  satis&ction  ;^  And 
also,  by  ber  instrucdons  under  the  sign  maaaal 
to  the  said  then  bishop  of  Bristol  and  kim  the 
said  Thomas  earl  of  Strafiord,  her  plenipotca* 
tiaries,  to  treat  of  a  good  and  general  peace, 
her  said  majesty,  amongst'  other  things,  did  di- 
rect them,  *  Upon  tbeir  arrival  at  Utrecht,  to 

<  concert  with  tbe  mimsters  of  the  aUies,  ia 

<  what  manner  it  might  be  aMMt  proper  to  opca 

*  the  con^foreaces,  and  what  method  to  observe 

*  ia  the  progress  of  the  treaty;  upon  tftwt  and 

*  all  other  occastons,  eamestfy  to  repraaent  lo 

*  those  ralDisters  the  ereat  impoitance  M  ap- 
^  peering  united  ;  and,  (or  that  feason,  to  re* 

<  commend  to  them,  that,  if  any  difiiereace  or 
'  dispute  »bould  arise,  the  same  should  he  ae- 

*  commodated.  amongst  themselves,  that  Fraacs 
'  might  hare  no  hold  to  break  in  upon  tbem; 

*  but,  on  the  contrary,  prbencver  they  meet  the 
«  enemies'  ministers  m  the  Cctogress,  erery  opi- 

*  nion  that  is  delivered,  and  ev*9r^  instance  that 
'  is  made,  may  be  backed  by  thb  concurrent 
'  force  of  the  whole  confederacy:  Tbat,  if  it 
'  should  be  thboght  proper  to  begin  by  tbe  d)^ 
'  position  of  the  Spanish  monardiy,  tber  were 
^  to  insist,  that  the  security  and  reasommle  sa- 
'  tisfaction,  which  the  allies  expected,   and 

*  which  his  must  Christian  majesty  bad  pto- 

<  mised,  could  not  be  obtained,  n  Spain  and  the 

*  West  Indies  be  allotted  to  any  branch  of  the 

<  house  of  Bourbon*'  Notviithstanding  all 
irhich  premises; 


the  king  of  Portu^  it  was,  anongst  other 
things,  expressly  stipaiated,  ^  That  no  peace  or 

*  truce  shall  be  made,  but  by  tbe  mutual  con- 

<  seat  of  all  the  confederates ;  aor  shall  aay  at 

*  any  tin^  be  made,  whilst  tbe  eecood  grand- 

*  eon  of  tbe  most  Cbristiaa  king,  by  the  dauphin 

*  m  any  other  prince  of  the  line  of  Fraace,  con* 

*  tinned  in  Spain/  And  whereas,  to  give  tbe 
greatest  strength  that  was  possiUe  to  the  Uaioii 
io  necessary  to  both  nations,  herniate  majesty 
and  the  States,  by  a  treaty  in  the  month  of 
June  170S,  renewed  and  confirmed  all  treaties 
and  fiUiances  then  subsisting  between  tbem ; 
and,  to  the  end  a  just  and  reasonable  peace 
ipight  the  better  be  obtained,  that  might  esta- 
blish the  repose  and  traoquillity  of  Europe,  it 

;  iras  agreed,  that  neither  of  the  said  allies  should 
make  a  suspension  of  arms  or  a  peace  with 
France  or  Spain,  but  in  €K>njunction  and  by 
coinmon  consent.  And  whereas  the  said  war 
was  for  several  years  carried  on  with  vigour 
and  unanimity,  at  a  vast  expence  of  blood  and 
treasure :  for  the  support  of  which,  on  the  part 
of  Great  Britain,  arauy  millions  were  granted 
by  parliament,  who,  on  many  .occasions,  ex- 
pressed their  sense  of  the  justice  of  it,  and  fre- 
4|uentiy  gave  their  humble  advice  to  tbe  throne, 

*  That  no  peace  could  be  safe,  honourable,  or 

*  lasting,  so  long  as  Spain  and  the  West  Indies 

<  eontinued  in  an^  branch  oi  tbe  house  of  Bour- 

*  bon.''  And  whereas  the  just  cause  of  her 
ni^esty  aad  her  allies,  in  defence  of  the  com- 
ason  liherty,  aad  in  vindication  of  the  honour 
of  tbe  crown  of  Great  Britain,  was  favoured  by 
t(0  Divine  Pcovidenoe  with  unparalleled  success 
aad^  signal  victories,  whereby,  as  well  as  by  tbe 
wisdom  and  unanimity  of  their  councils,  the 

2 [Ablation  of  the  confederate  arms  was  highly 
vanced,  and  Great  Britain  was  esteemed  the 
guardian  of  the  Hberiies  of  Europe.  And 
whereas,  from  tlx  prosperous  condition  of  the 
affairs  of  the  allies,  nothing  remained,  in  all 
buman  appearance,  but  that  they  should  reap 
the  fruits  oif  all  their  victories,  in  a  speedy,  just, 
honourable,  and  lasting  peace;  and  on  the 
other  hand  nothing  was  left  to  raise  the  hopes 
of  the  enemy,  whereby  ta  defisat  that  happy 
prospect,  but  his  secret  endeavours  to  disunite 
the  confederacy.  And  whereas  divers  evil- 
minded  persons,  enemies  to  the  true  interests 
of  their  own  country  as  well  as  to  the  common 
liberties  and  welfare  of  Europe,  having,  by 
many  wicked  arts  and  bcue  insinuations,  obi- 
tained  access  to  her  late  majesty  queen  Anne, 
and  being  admitted  into  her  councils  and  into 
places  of  the  highest  trust,  and  having  formed 
a  wicked  and  treacherous  correspoudence  with 
the  emissaries  of  France,  and  set  on  foot  a  pri- 
vate and  destrticiive  negotiation  of  peace,  there^ 
by  intending  to  weaken  and  dissolve  the  con- 
federacy, which  had  s6  long  and  happily  sub- 
sisted, between  her  majesty  and  her  good  and 
faithful  allies,  to  the  honour  and  safety  of  the 
nation ;  had  prevailed  upon  her  said  late  ma- 
jesty, for  that  purpose,  to  declare  her  resoiu- 
tionL  of  entering  into  a  treaty  of  peace  with  the 
ceauDon  enemyi  agaioet  tlie  coqseat  aod  opi* 


Article  I. 
<<  He,  tbe  siid  TbooM*  e^  of  Strafibrd,  beng 
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of  kcraages^s  pmj cosaciJ^  nd hef  rtmlwg 
wuim  exmardkaMTf  to  the  Stages  Oeoml,  and 
ffoinnd  one  of  berpleiitpoCeiitiiines  to  treat 
mb  ibe  miniseera  or  FnMoey  of  a  good  ^nd 
fBoaral  poace,  inr  concert  witb  tb»  annktevs  of 
\m  sajeaty's  aUits^  w1m>  fiir  that  par jiato  waao 
awambitd  at  Ucrechty.  witb  tbote  o#  Faaace, 
vkk  Alii  powers  to  ttansaol  Ibe  fiUMa;  baTktg 
aa  otgani  to  tbe  trae  eada  of  bi9  said  eaintnivi- 
■ona  aad  powers,  to  the  booaor  or  safety  tff 
bes  najeaty  or  her  kiogdonia,  to  tbe*  auny  so^ 
lemn  eafageaianta  she  was  ooderto  the  old  and 
hitMtd  alfies  of  this  natioD,  or  ta  the  commoa 
iibertiea  of  Earope ;  but  beio^  devoted  la  the 
iatsreat  and  serrioe  of  the  French  king,  the 
then  cooaaaon  eoeny,  in  defiance  of  the  teaar 
of  the  aeveral  treadea  befbre-meatioaed,  or 
aaoie  of  tbe^^  as  well  as  of  the  fteqaent  advicea 
of  pariiaaaont,  and  the  many  declaraciooa  of 
her  mi^eatj  from  she  throne ;  but  more  par- 
ticalarly  io  defiance  of  the  solemn  and  motual 
asflQiaooea  wbich  had  been  so  lately  renewed 
between  her  majesty  aad  the  States  Genera!, 
tt>  act  in  perfect  concert  with  each  other,  in 
Biaking  peace  as  in  making  war,  and  of  the 
several*  inatractiona  from  her  majesty  onder  the 
ligtt  amnnal  to  him  the  said  eari  io  pursuance 
&raaf ;  was  not  only  wanting  in  his  doty  and 
trast  to  her  majesty,  by  not  advising  against, 
and  as  far  as  was  in  bis  power,  by  not  opposing, 
^  going  into  any  private  separate  niegotiation 
«i^  France;  hot,  an  the  conlrary,  when  a  se- 
pMte,  diaiionooriibie,  and  destructive  negotia- 
tkiaof  peace  was  entered  into,  between  the 
ainisten  of  Great  Britain  and  Fmnce,  without 
aay  coaamonicatioa  thereof  to  her  maiesty's 
allies,  according  to  the  several  treaties;  he  the 
said  earl  did  not  only  take  upon  himself,  and 
aresnme,  from  time  to  time,  to  advise  and  ex* 
Bort  that  the  same  should  be  continued  and 
carried ;  but  did  likewise  frequently  concert 
private  and  separate  measures  with  the  minis- 
ter! af  France,  in  order  to  impose  upon  andde* 
oeive  her  majesty's  good  subjects  and  her  allies, 
and  was  instruraeh^  in  promoting  the  said  se* 
parate  negotiation,  exclusive  of  all  the  allies, 
and  to  their  manifest  prgudice  and  detnment. 
And  fertfaer,  he  the  said  earl,  when  the  minis- 
lers  of  Fraace,  at  Utredit,  revised  to  answer  in 
writing,  and  on  many  other  occasions,  proceed-^ 
ed  in  a  fallacious  and  uiijosdfiable  manner,  in 
transaotiBj;  the  negotiations  of  peace;  was  not 
only  wantmg  in  his  duty,  in  not  representing  to 
her  majesty  and  her  ministers  against  the  same, 
and  in  not  supporting  in  the  manner  be  ought 
te  have  dene  her  majesty's  good  allies  in  tl^ir 
reasotaable  demands  from  France ;  but,  on  the 
Qoofrary,  commended  the  French  prudence  in 
takincsaeh  measures ;  and  even  suggested  him- 
self the  methods-for  France  to  make  use  of,  to 
create  disseotibns  amongst  tbe  allies,  and  sepa* 
late  negotiations  between  each  of  the  allies  and 
Ibnce,  thereby  to  dissolve  tbe  whole  confe'^ 
<lfefacy.  By  which  wicked  aud^  treacheroti^ 
fracticea,  he  tbe  said  earl  |^ro8tituted  tbe  ho« 
nnr  of  ber  majesty  aud  the  imperial  crown  of 
My  and  grossly  violated  his  powers  . 


mm  imcrttutimtsr  liid  Many  treaties  which  hef 
majesty  then  stoo«^  eagrigted-  ia  to  her  aMes^  aVMf 
the  repeated  aB^uranees  which  tb^  saM  earl  bad, 
by  her  majestv's  erder  and  in  her  name,  giverf 
to  the  said  alnes,  to>  ad»  in  perfect  concert  wMi 
then  thFoogheut  the  #hole  negotiafiotts  of 
pvnce^  thereby  rendermg  tbe  design-  ef  the 
(Mnfedemcy,  amd  the  mutual  support  expected 
fhMM  the  same,  atogether  useless,  and  RiWrig  a^ 
the  affim  of  Europe  info  the  hcmds  of  France.'* 

Article  IL 

**  Whereas  the  maintaining  a  perfect  anioit 
and  good  eon^espondence  between  her  hti4 
majesty  and  the  illustrious  house  of  Hanovei* 
was  of  tbe  utmost  importance,  for  preservittg'  t^ 
these  kingdoms  the  invaluable  blessings  of  thteftf 
rdigidn  m4  civM  liberties  by  securing  tbe  suc^ 
cession  to  the  crown,  by  a  race  of  prote&tani 
princes,  eV€*r  renowned  for  rheir  great  justieef 
and  clemency,  and  thereby  defeating  the  trai- 
terous  designs  of  the  Pretender;  and,  fbr  chat 
purpose,  the  great  wisdom  of  divers  parliaments*, 
nad  fixed  and  coaBrmed  the  said  succession,  had 
also  laid  tbe  obligation  of  an  oath  upon  thd 
subjects  of  these  realms,  to  support  and  main-* 
Cain  tjbe  same  to  the  utmost  of  their  power ;  be 
the  said  Thomas  earl  of  Strafford,  not  regard- 
ing the  many  ill  consequences  to  her  mnjesty 
and  these  kin^oms,  which  would  naturally 
ensue  from  a  disunion  or  coolness  of  affection 
between  princes  so  nearly  allied  in  blood  and 
interest,  mstead  of  doing  what  in  h^  lay  to 
prevent  the  same,  did,  on  the  contrary,  in  bis 
Tetters  from  Holland  to  her  majesty's  ministers 
of  state  in  Great  Britain,  by  divers  false  repre* 
sentadons  and  sctu'rildus  reflections  upon  hia 
present  most  gracious  m^e8ty,.then  elector  oi 
Hanover,  endeavour  to  aheoate  her  majesty^ 
affections  from  his  said  electoral  highness,  anit 
to  create  or  widen  fetal  differences  or  misun^ 
derstandings  between  them :  and  when,  by  the 
wicked  and  pernicious  advice  of  him  the  said 
Thomas  earl  of  Strafford  and  divers  other  evil 
counsellors,  her  late  majesty  was  at  last  pre« 
vailed  upon  to  make  a  fatal  cessation  ^  of  arms 
with  tlie  then  common  enemy,  without  any  con- 
cert with  bis  said  electoral  highness,  and  against 
die  consent,  and  contrary  to  the  most  earnest 
representations,  of  all  the  allies;  for  the  exe-i 
ootion  of  which  he  the  said  earl  was  sent  over 
to  the  army  in  the  Netherlands,  where  the  ^ 
generals  of  the  auxiliaries  paid  by  her  majesty, 
whose  honour  and  consciences  would  not  per^ 
mit  them  to  abandon  the  cohfedemtes,  and 
leave  them  as  a  sacrifice  to  France,  refused  to 
withdraw  with  the  duke  of  Ormond,  without 
particular  orders  from  their  respective  masters ;: 
which  pro^edlngs  of  the  confederate  generals 
being  wickedly  representied  by  the  said  evit 
counsellors,  in  conjunction  with  the  ministera 
and  emissaries  of  France,  as  an  indignity  offered 
tuhersaciedmi^esty;  he  the  said  .Thomas  eaif 
of  Strafford,  to  create  uneasinesses  and  dissen- 
sion between  her  late  majesty,  and  his  then 


^Origin.  Genaralv  , 
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•lectoraf  bighnes),  did,  bj  bis.  letter,  on  or  tboot 
tbe  l/ih  of  July,  17ia,  to  ber  majesty's  tben 
secretary  oC  state,  maliciously  and  wickedly 
•Qggcst  and  aiBrm,  *  tliat  the  said  separatidn  of 

*  the  confederate  generals  from  tbe  duke  of  Or- 
*-  mond  ougbt  t6  be  imputed  to  his  skid  electoral 
^  highness.'  And  further,  be  the  said  earl,  by 
fivqnently  affirming,  and  sometimes  in  the  most 
•olemn  manner,  to  the  ministers  of  bis  said 
electoral  highness  as  well  as  others,  the  most 
notorious  and  manifest  untruths,  contrary  to 
the  intentions  andinterest  of  her  majestyi  and 
▼aialy  intendine  tberebv  to  deoeire  and  impose 
upon  fiis  said  electoral  highness  and  the  rest  of 
ber  majesty's  |ood  and  faithful  allies  in  matters 
of  the  highest  importance;  and  particularly,  by 
•oiemnly  affirming,  on  or  about  the  l^tb  of 
July,  1712,  to  Monsieur  Buleau,  general  of  the 
Hanofer  forces,  and  tbe  rest  of  the  confederate 
gmerals,  *  that  her  miyesty  had  made  no  truce 

*  with  France ;'  whereas  he  the  said  earl  then 
wdl  knew  the  same  was  made  and  concluded 
several  weeks  before :  did  thereby,  as  well  ar 
by  all  the  before  mentioned  proceedings,  not 
only  prostitute  and  dishonour  the  high  charac- 
ters he  was  then  invested  with,  but,  as  far  as  in 
him  lay,  did  dissolve  the  mutual  confidence  and 
good  understanding  so  necessary  to  be  main- 
tained between  her  said  late  majesty  and  the 
illustrious  house  of  Hanover,  for  tbe  safety  and 
prosperity  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  common 
Mberty  of  Europe. 

Article  III. 

**  Whereas,  in  the  pernicious  negotiations  of 
peace  carried  on  by  him  the  said  earl  and  other 
fvil  counsellors  with  the  ministers  of  France, 
the  FreucL  kins^  had  proposed  to  acknowledge 
ber  majesty^s  title  to  the  crown  of  these  realms, 
and  theproteitant  succession  in  the  illustrious 
bouse  or  Hanover,  when  the.  peace  should  be 
signed  between  Great  Britain  and  France,  and 
not  before:  whereupon  the  House  of  Lords,  by 
an  humble  address  to  ber  majesty,  on  the  15th 
of  February  1711,  begged  leave  to  represent 
their  just  indignation  at  that  dishonourable 
treatment  of  Iter  majestj ;  as  also  their  utraoit 
resentment  at  the  terms  of  peace  oSered  to  her 
majesty  and  her  allies  by  tbe  plenipotentiaries 
ff  France;  for  which  addresses  her  majesty 
was  pleased  to  return  them  her  hearty  thanks, 
lor  the  zeal  they  had  therein  expressed  for  her 
bdnour;  he  the  said  earl  was  not  only  wanting 
in  his  duty  to  her  majesty,  and  zeal  for  the 
protestant  succession,  in  not  advising  her 
majesty  against  treating  with  France  upon  such 
dishonourable  terms;  but  did  himself,  with 
Other  evil  counsellors,  privately,  wic)^edly,  and 
traiterously,  concert  and  agree  wi^h  the  ministers 
of  France,  that  the  said  proposals,  so  deroga- 
tory to  the  dimity  of  her  majesty,  and  danger- 
ous to  these  kingdoms,  should  be  the  conditions 
fpon  which  France  would  agree  to  treat  of  a 
peace  with  Great  Britain.  And  further,  he  the 
said  earl,  in  contempt  and  defiance. of  the 
judgment  of  the  House  of  Peers  which  had  re- 
ffived  bor  iXiVL^tuf^  gmoiovt  fipy rob«tiop>  wd 


actirtg  the  part  of  an  emissary  of  France  instead^ 
of  a  plenipotentiary  of.  Great  Britain,  being 
thereunto  encouraged,  and  foondiog  bis  pre- 
sumption on  a  letter  to  the  then  biabop  of 
Bristol  and  him  the  said  earl,,  firom  Henry  Saint 
John  esquire,  then  principal  secrecaiy  of  state, 
on  the  16th  of  Feoruary  1711,  the  neat  day. 
after  the  said  address  of  the  House  of  Peers  was 
made,  and  informing  them  of  tbe  iodi«i8tion 
expressed  ^  Great  Britain  at  tbe  offers  of 
France,  but  that  by  the  management  of  master 
Thomas  Harley  (then  secretary  of  the  treasury) 
the  House  of  Commons  was  perfectly  and  abso- 
lutely secured  to  the  measures  of  peaoe;  did 
wickedly,  deceitfully,  and  perfidioo^,  concert 
and  agree  with  the  ministers  of  Fraace,  at 
Utrecl^,  that  the  said  French  ministers  abooM. 
write  a  collusive  letter  to  him  the  said  earl  and 
the  tben  said  bishop  of  Bristol,  wherein  her 
majesty  should  be  styled  queen  of  Great  Brrtein ; 
which  letter  was  not  to  be  made  any  use  of  at 
Utrecht,  or  taken  as  an  acknowlec^meot  by 
France  ot  her  majesty's  title  to  the  crowns 
but  was  agreed  to  be  transmitted  to  Greafr 
Britain,  thereby  to  deceive. and  impose  upon 
her  majesty  and  the  parliament,  as  if  .Fraace- 
had  then  actually  acknowledged  the  aame: 
which  said  letter  was  accordingly  written  by 
the  ministers  of  I'rance,  and  transmitted  to 
Great  Britain  by  him  the  said  earl ;  whereby 
her  majesty,  the  parliament,  and  the  whoitt 
nation  were-  most  grossly  and  scandaloesly' 
abused,  and  drawn  in  to  Uie.said  destructive 
measures  of  peace,  to  the  great  dishonour  of 
her  majesty  and  these  kingdoms,  and  to  the 
apparent  danger  of  the  Protestant  Suoeession, 


Articlk  IV. 

*'  That  he  the  said  Thomas  earl  of  Strafford, 
in  defiance  of  the  many  treaties  between  her 
mijesty  and  her  allies,  for  the  recovery  of  tbe> 
monarchy  of  Spain  to  the  house  of  Austria, 
thereby  to  preserve  a  due  balance  of  power  in 
Europe;  and  in  contempt  of  the  advice  and 
opinion  of  parliament,  *  That  no  peace  could 
'  be  safe,  honourable,  or  lasting  so  long  as 

*  Spain  and  the  West  Indieif  continued  in  any 
'  branch  of  the  -House  of  Bourbon  ;*  and  alio 
in  direct  violation  of  her  majesty's  instructions, 
of  the  2dd  of  December,  1711,  in  pursuance 
thereof;  whereby  he  the  said  earl  was  ex*. 
pressly  commanded^  '  To  insist  in  the  conier- 

*  ences  of  peace,  with  the  ministers  of  France, 
'  that  the  secui-ity  and  reasonable  satisiactioo 

*  which  tbe  allies  expected,  and  which  his  most 
'Christian  majesty  had  promised  to  grant, 
'  could  not  be  obtained  if  Spain  and  the  West 

*  Indies  be  allotted  to  any  branch  of  ^at 
'  boose ;'  did  not  only  presume  to  treat  about  tba 
peace  with  the  mimsters  i»f  France,  without 
insisting,  as  be  ou^bt  to  have  done,  that  Spain, 
and  the  West  Indies  should  not  be  allotted  to 
the  said  bouae  of  Bourbon ;  but  also,  when  the 
ministers  of  his  imperial  m^esty  and  of  tbe^ 
king  of  Portugal^  in  conformity  to  themumal 
obligations  and  treaties  between  ber  majesty 

rd  thim  end  witb  eu^  otherj.  demoded  i( 
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Flanders,  to  avoid  engaging  in  any  siege,  or 
hazarding  a  battle,  tiil  fnrtber  orders^  although 
nothing  had  been  then  settled  in  the  said  pri- 
vate negotiations  f6r  the  interest  and  securicj 
of  Great  Britain.  And  further,  be  the  said 
Thomas  earl  of  Strafford,  at  that  time  also  of 
her  Majesty's  privy  council,  did  advise  her  late- 
majesty  that  he  himself  should  be  sent,  and 
accordingly  lie  was  afterwards  sent,  from  Eng- 
land,, to  tlie  army  under  the  duke  of  Ormond 
in  FlaoderSy  with  directions,  in  her  majesty 
name,  to  cause  a  cessation  of  arms  to  bis 
inade  and  proclaimed  between  her  majesty 
and  the  French  army,  and  a  separatiAn  to  be 
made  by  the  troops  of  Grea^  Britain  from  the 
confederate  army ;  which  were  accordingly  per<- 
formed  and  executed,  by  the  advice  and  direc*. 
tion  of  him  the  said  earl,  without  the  consent, 
and  contrary  to  the  earnest  representations  of 
her  majesty  8  confederates,  and  in  open  viola- - 
tion  and  defiance  of  the  many  treaties  then 
subsisting  between  her  majesty  and  her  good 
and  faithful  allies :  by  which  wicked  and  per- 
fidious counsek  and  practices  of  him  the  said 
Thomas  earl  of  Strafford,  the  progress  of  the 
victorious  arms  of  the  confederates  was  stopped, 
and  a  most  favourable  opportunity  lost  for  con- 
quering the  enemy;  all  hopes  of  confidence 
between  her  majesty  and  her  allies  were  en- 
tirely destroyed,  and  the  French  king  mad« 
absolute  master  of  the  negotiations  of  peace. 


France,  'That  Spain  and  the  West  Indies 
*'  should  be  restored  to  the  House  of  Austria;' 
and  requested  him  the  said  earl,  'to  join  with 

*  thefli,  to  strengthen  that  demarnl,'  did  decline 
and  niiae  to  do  the  same :  by  which  perfidious 
aod  unwarrantable  practices  of  him  the  said 
Thomas  eari  of  Strafford,  incurable  jealousi^ 
aad  discords  were  created  between  her  majesty 
and  her  allies;  that  mutual  confidence,  which 
had  so  Jong  and  so  successfully  been  cultivated 
between  tbem,  and  which  was. so  necessary 
for  their  comiaon  safety,  was  absolutely  di^ 
floived,  the  just  balance  of  power  in  J^urope 
was  wickedly  betrayed;  and  appareut  advan- 
tages were  given  to  the  oonuuoo  enemy,  to  im- 
pose what  terms  of  peaee  he  should  think  fit 
MpOa  her  majesty  and  the  whole  confederacy. 

ARTICLE  V. 

**  Whereas  her  late  majesty,  on  the  7th  of 
I>eoeaiber,  1711,  having  earnestly  recom- 
mended finom  the  throne,  ^That  provision  might 

*  be  made  lor  an  early  campaign,  in  order  to 
'  carry  on  the  war  with  vigour,  and  as  the  best 

*  aray  to  render  the  treaty  of  peace  effectual ;' 
and  accordingly  supplies  were  granted,  and  ma- . 

\  provided  at  a  great  ezpence;  and  in  por- 
tbereof,  her  majesty  having  given  early 

ices  to  her  allies  of  her  sincere  intentions, 
and  likewise  expressly  instructed  her  general 
the  duke  of  Oniu>nd,  not  only  to  renew  the 
same  assorances,  and  declare  her  resolution  of 
pushing  oa  the  war  with  the  utmost  vigour, 
hot  to  concert  with  the  generals  of  the  allies  tHe 
proper  measures  for  entering  upon  action; 
which  assorances  were  acconiingly  given  by 
the  said  duke,  and  the  confederate  army  was 
tbereopon  ordered  to  be  assembled,  which  at 
that  time  was  the  strongest  that  had  been 
in  the  senrice  during  the  whole  course  of  the 
war,  and  greatly  superior  to  that  of  the  enemy ; 
notwithstanding  which  premises,  he  the  said 
Tbooaas  earl  of  Strafford,  then  of  her  ma- 
je6ty*»  privy  conocil,  being  informed  of  the 
rdMoaable  prospect,  which,  by  the  blessing  of 
Cod,  the  army  of  the  confederates  then  had,  of 
gaiaiog  new  conquests  over  the  army  of  France ; 
in  order  to  disappoint  the  czpectaiions  of  the 
allies,  and  to  ^ve  success  to  the  secret  and 
wicked  negociations  then  carrying  on  by 
binisclf  and  other  evil  counsellors  with  the 
miaisters  ot*  France;  on  divers  very  Bdse  and 
groeadless  suftgestions  and  allegations,  and  in 
violation  of  the  many  treaties  then  subsisting 
between  her  majesty  and  the  States  General, 
as  well  as  several  other  princes,  at  several 
tioses,  and  particularly  by  his  letter  of  the  SOth 
of  April,  1713,  to  Henry  viscount  Bolingbroke, 
then  Eietiry  St.  John,  esq.  one  of  her  majesty's 
principal  secretaries  of  state,  did  wickedly  and 
tieachercHisIy  suggest  and  advi»e,  (hat  a  cessa-. 
cioo  of  arms  shoyld  be  made  with  France,  by  her 
majesty,  withont  and  even  against  the  consent  of 
kergood  allies  and  confederates :  in  pursuance 
of  which  wicked  cooiisels  and  advices,  direc- 
tioas  were  afterwards  privately  sent,  in  her' 
vsjcsi/s  avne,  to  the  duke  Qi-  Orin^Qdy  in 


Article  VI, 

**  That  he  the  said  Thomas  earl  of  Strafford 
having,  in  concert  with  other  false  and  evil 
counsellors,  wickedly  advised  and  procured 
the  said  fatal  cessation  of  arms,  and  likewisa 
obtained  for  France  the  separation  of  tha 
troops  of  Great  Britain  from  the  coo  federate 
army;  in  furthar  execution  of  his  treacherous 
purposes,  To  advance  and  promote  the  interests 
of  France ;  and  being  determined,  as  far  as 
in  liim  lay,  not  only  to  render  all  future  corres* 
pondence  and  good  harmony  between^  her  ma-* 
jesty  and  the  Slates  General  utterly  impracti* 
cable;  but  designing,  by  all  possible  means, 
to  weaken  and  distress  the  said  States,  in 
order  to  bring  them  under  an  absolute  necessity 
of  complying  and  suWitting  to  the  m^jisures 
of  France;  and  well  knowing  that  taking  pos* 
session  of  Ghent  and  Bruges  ^as  the  reaaiest 
means  of  effecting  the  same;  did  wickedly 
and  treacherously, advise  that  a  party  of  the 
queen's  troops  should  be' sent  to  march  through 
some  of  the  towns  belonging  to  the  States 
General ;  in  hope^,  that  the  commanders  of 
the  said  towns,  incensed  by  such  unjust  and 
unnecessary  provocations,  and  through  the  ap- 
prehensions of  the  ill  consequences  tliat  such 
attempts  and  proceedings  might  subject  thecn 
to,  would  be  induced  to  refuse  them  admits 
tance,  and  thereby  give  a  pretence  for  putting 
in  execution  the  perfidious  designs  and  reso*- 
lutions  which  had  beefi  concerted  by  liim  tho 
said -earl,  and  other  evil  counsellors,  with  the. 
ministers  of  France :  in  pursuance  of  which  wick- 
ed advi(e„  a  pvty  of  her  mijesty's  ttoom  waft 
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*^Tbe  king  haviofc  thought  fit  to  have  tlie 
••rl  of  Straflord'9  |>aper8y  relatioj;  to  his  public 
Bcgoduionsy  Imtd  before  the  cotincily  tlie  lord 
Townsbend  wa8«ciU  to  bis  lordship's  house  to  de- 
mand thcMiuie.  The  earl  having  madesoniedif- 
iciilt^  to  oonply  wiib  that  demiid^  imlesi  be 
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■ocorctingly  sent  with  ofdars  to  aiarch  tbroogh 
aooio  of  the  fortified  towns  belonging  to  the 
States  General ;  aoit  on  pretence  of  tfatir  b«- 
iag  dented  passage  tbroo^h  the  sane,  the  said 
ueacbcfous  and  destructive  design  was  ioHne- 
diateljf  pnt  in  eiecution,  and  Ghent  and  Bruges 
were  scUed  opoe  bjF  the  troop  of  Great  Stn 
tain;  whereby,  aU  means  of  comoMinicatioD 
between  HoluiBd  and  the  considerate  arnj 
beingantifdj  cat  ofl^  or  put  into  the  haads  of 
those  who  had  so  lately  and  shamefnHy  be- 
trayed llie  cofmDoo  cause,  apparent  adiFan- 
tages  and  encouragement  were  gjven  to  the 
French  hMiy,  and  her  majesty's  sood  and 
faithful  allies  ^  were  deterred  from  &ming  er 
prosectttinp  any  designs  against  the  commsfn 
enemy ;  smce  the  same  ooald  not  be  pat  in 
eitcotion  without  their  knowledge  and  aonsent, 
who,  on  many  oocasioiiSi  had  givt a  Ibe  most 
erideat  proofs  of  their  disaffrction  to  the  eoo-^ 
fedemies,  and  of  their  firm  adherence  Co  the 
interests  of  France.  All  wbich  eruHe»  and 
misdemeanors  were  committed  and  done  by 
him  the  said  eiirl,  against  our  late  aaveraien 
lady  tbe  queen,  her  crown  and  dignity,  the 
peace  and  intcrtst  of  this  kingdom,  and  in 
breach  of  the  sereral  cruses  reposed  in  him 
tbe  said  earl;  aodbe  tbesaid  earlofStnifibrd 
was  of  her  late  majesty's  privy  eouncil,  her 
ambassador  extraordinary  to  the  States  Gene- 
ral, and  one  of  ber  plenipotentiaries,  to  treat 
of  a  good  and  general  peace  with  France, 
during  the  time  that  all  and  every  the  crimes 
before-  set  forth  were  done  and  committed. 
And  the  said  knights,  eitizeas,  and  burgesses, 
by  protestation,  saving  to  themselvey  the  liber- 
ty of  exhibitiu^  at  any  time  hereaf^r  any  other 
accusation  or  impeachment  against  the  said 
Thomfks  earl  of  Scra^rd,  atid  also  of  replying 
to  the  Answer  that  the  said  Thomas  earl  of 
^traflbrd  shaU  make  linto  the  said  Articles,  or 
any  of  Obera ;  €ft  of  offering  proof  of  the  pre- 
mises, Of  any  other  impeachments  or  accusa- 
tions ^at  shall  be  exhibited  by  them,  as  the 
case  shall  (accorwHng  to  the  course  of  pnrlia- 
nimmenQ  require;  do  pray,  that  the  said 
Thomas  earl  of  Strafibrd  be  put  to  answer  the 
said  crimes  and  misdemeanors,  and  receive 
•uch  condigO'  punishment  as  the  same  shnU 
dssci-^t ;  and  that  such  proceedings,  eiaroina- 
tions,  trials,  and  judgments,  may  be  upon  every 
one  of  rhem  had  and*  used,  as  are  agreeable  to 
law  and  justice.*' 

Detoe  thwton^  The  above  Articles  having 
been  read. 

The  £arl  oi  Strafford  stood  up,  and  com- 
plained of  the  hardship  that  had  been  put  upon 
aim,  by  seizing  his  papers*,  in  an  unprecedent- 
ed  manner.    ThaC  he  designed  to  have  drawn 


lip  and  printed  aa  aceooiU  of  all  hb 
uations,  whereby,  be  did  not  doubt  be  sbotdd 
have  made  it  appear  to  all  the  world,  tbat 
he  had  done  nothing  but  in  discharge  of  bis 
doty,  and  of  tbe  trast  reposed  in  bim.  Tbat  if 
eitb«r  in  his  leCtemor  discourses,  wbile  be  bad  t^ 
honoor  toreptosenttbecrown  of  Great  Britain, 
he  had  droptany  anguarded  expressions  against 
seme  foreign  ministei^,  be' hoped  tbe  same 
would  not  be  accounted  a  crime  by  a  Britisb 
Houseof  Peers.  Condoding  with  desiring,  thai 
a  competent  time  be  allowed  bim  to  answer  tbe 
Articles  now  brought  against  bim ;  and  tbat  bt 
mieht  b«re  duplicates  of  all  the  papers,  tbat 
either  had  been*  laid  before  tbe  Cemonitee  of 
Secrecy,  or  were  still  in  the  bands  of  ^  go- 
veromeeti  wbicb  might  be  for  bis  juswftci^ 
tion. 

The  Lord  TowtUhend  said,  tbat  his  compliuot 
abooC  the  talnag  his  papers  ^m  him,  was  alto- 
gether groondloBS  and  unjust;  tbat  infinite  i»- 
staaces  of  the  like  proceeding  might  be  pra- 
duced;  tbalTuo  state  could  be  safe  witlKMU  it; 
and,  in  sbort,  that  extraordinnry  caecs  justify 
extraordinary  methods.  That  as  to  tbe  earl  oif 
Strafibrd's-demaad,  to  h«re  dopliiTatesof  all  tbe 
papers  that  had  been'  bud  before  tbe  G^maHMis, 
he  thought  it  unreasonable,  and  made  Witb  no 
other  d«ngn  than  to  gain  time ;  and  moke  tbe 
Commons  lose  tbe  opportunity  of  bringing  him 
ta  bis-  trial :  tbat  those  papers  were  so  TcSomi- 
noes,  consistini  of  13  or  14  volumes  in  folio, 
that  they  could  not  be  copied  out  in  am^ 
weeks' ;  and  as  the  earl  might  have  bad  access 
to  them,  ever  since  they  were  kid  before. the 
Parliament,  so  be  was  still  at  liberty  to  pemse 
them,  and  extract  out  of  them  what  he  toonght 
proper  for  bis  own  defence. 

The  duke  of  Devonshire  and  tbe  lord  Cow- 
per  backed  tbe  lord  Townshend ;  aod^  on  tbe 
contrary,  the  lord  Harcourt,  and  ihe  biskop  of 
Rochester,  spoke  for  tbe  eari  of  Straflbsd: 

Tbe  £arl  of  Hay  represented,  Tbac^  in  all 
civilized  nations,  all  couru  of  judicature,  ex- 
cept the  inquisition,  aliowed  the  persons  ar- 
raigned all  that  wfA  necessary  for  their  justifica- 
tion ;  and  that  the  House  of  Peers  of  Crcat 
Britain  ought  not;  in  this  case,  to  do  any>  thing 
contrary  to  that  honour  and  equity,  for  wlucfa 
they  are  so  justly  renowned  throogb  all  Eu- 
rope. 

Hereupon  it  was  resolved,  that  t^e  earl  of 
Strafford  should  have  c<))>ies  of  all  such  popen 
as  were  in  the  secretary's,  and  other  offices, 
-   -       -  -*       I  - 

had  ail  express  order  from  the  council  in  wrio» 
ing,  hb  lordship  was  jwmmoned  before  tbecouo*- 
cil  on  the  11  :h  of  January ;  and,  after  he  bid 
been  examined,  his  majesty  was  pleased  to  give* 
orders  accordingly  to  lor<)  Townshend  and  Mr. 
Secretary  Stan  hope,  the  two  Secreraries  of  State, 
who  went  immediately  to  the  earl  of  Straffi»rd'a 
house,  and  re«:eived  Irom-  htm  two  trunks,  said, 
by  him,  to  contain  what  ¥ra»  requiredl*  At  tbr 
Slime  time  orders  went  sent  for  sealing  up  bis 
lordship^  papers  that  were  yet  on  sbip«board|- 
oro^tivouAioni-hNMi^^y-eomiog&oni  MoUond. 
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wkicb  he  «hoiiU  tbiok  proper  f^ftr  bb  defieoce ; 
tittt  bb  alKMild  have  free  accesa  to  die  papers 
that  had  been  laid  before  the  CommoDS;  and 
that  a  oiOBfliS  time  be  allowed  him,  to  answer 
tbe  Articles  of  laapeaGbment  against  biou 

TheEabx  op  Oxford's  Answer  to  the  Ar- 
ticles OF  Impeachment  against  hiu«]  Sept. 
5.  The  House  of  Lords  being  informed  tbat  Jo- 
seph Tajlor  attended,  with  the  Answer  of  the  earl 
ofOiford  and  earl  Mortimer,  to  the  Articles  of 
Impeachment  exhibited  t>y  the  House  of  Com- 
mons against  him,  he  was  called  in,  aod  pre- 
sented the  said  Answer  at  the  bar,  seoled  up. 
And,  being  examined  upon  oath,  touching  the 
taooe,  said  be  received  it  from  the  said  earl  of 
Oxford,  as  his  Answer,  this  morning ;  and  had 
directions  from  bis  lordship  to  deliver  it  to  tbis 
House  as  his  Answer.  And  then  be.withdrew ; 
and  the  said  Answer  was  read,  as  follows : 

«Thc  ANSWER  ©f  ROBERT  Earl  of  OX- 
FORD  and  Earl  MORTIMER,  to  the  Ar- 
tides  exhibited  by  the  knights,  citizens,  and 
burgesses,  in  Parharoeut  assembled,  in  the 
name  of  themselves- and  of  all  the  Com- 
mons of  Great  Britain,  in  maintenance  of 
their  Impeachment  against  him  for  High 
Treason,  and  other  High  Crimes  and  Mis* 
demeanors  s^posed  to  have  been  by  him 
committed. 

^  Tbe  Mid  BaH,  tavisg  to  bimeelf  ail  advan- 
fciga  of  «K0eption  to  the  said  Articles,  and  of 
attbeiag  firejediced  by  any  words  Otr  want  of 
Uwm  m  t&M  bit  Answer;  and  also  saving  to 
kiiMelf  aill  nfcbu  aiKl  privileges  belongrog  to 
bim  as  ooe  of  the  peers  of  rbts  realm ;  for  an- 
swer to  tlie  said  Articles,  saith :  he  admits, 
■noy  tol«mn  treaties  and  alliances  have  been 
fomtcrlj  enteved  into,  between  the  crown  of 
Eagbuul  and  otber  pnnces  'and  potentates  of 
Eunspe,  for  their  mutual  security,  and  to  pre- 
vent the  iimnoderate  growth  of  the  power  of 
France  whick  might  prove  dangerous'  to  the 
a»%fjbottring  jwrinces  and  states ;  and  that  ther6> 
fore  it  was  kud  down  as  a  fondamental  prin- 
ciple and  mAxim  of  union  amongst  ihe  aUies, 
'  that  France  and  Spain  should  never  come  and 
'  be  united  under  the  s^me  government;  and 
'  that  one  and  the  same  person  should  not  be 
*  king  of  botb  these  kingdoms  z*  and  he  appre- 
hends, that  the  principal  view  and  aim  of  the 
allies  was,  to  settle  and  maintain  an  equal  ba- 
lance of  power  in  Europe ;  and,  since  the  con- 
jeactioB  of  Spain  to  the  dominions  of  France 
mi^  possibly  en^ne  from  the  duke  of  Anjou's 
bang  possessed  of  that  crown,  llie  dtspossessttig 
bim  was  desired,  as  the  most  likely  means  to 
Iffevent  that  oonjanction;  and,  for  the  same 
fMason,  the  union  of  Spain  withthe  empire  must 
have  heem  equaMy  fatal,  and  the  prerentton  of 
itcqoalljr  the  design  of  the  alliance;  norconld 
dK  oootmoance  of  Spain  in  the  bouse  of-Bour- 
bon  be  in  any  respect  prejudicinl  to  Uie  allies, 
iCte  union  of  that  crown  with  France  cooM  be 
peveoted.  As  new  dangers  of  such  union  have 
'  Men  »pprebeBdedy  new  treaties  and  sdpuk- 


tiMs  bare  been  entered  into  among  tbe  alliet^ 
to  obviate  such  dangers ;  and  particularly  tbe 
Treaty  for  an  intended  Partition  seems  to  bavn 
been  concluded  upon  that  view.  And  though 
be  acknowledges  tbe  wisdom  of  Parliament  in 
condemning  that  treaty,  as  pr^udiciai  and  fatal 
in  its  consequences  to  England  and  the  peace 
of  Europe ;  yet,  he  presumes,  it  was  not  con- 
demned because  part  of  tbe  dominions  of  tbe 
crown  of  Spain  ware  thereby  allotted  to  tbe 
house  of  Bourbon,  bufr  because  each  conkidera* 
ble  partsi  of  those  dominions  as  tbe  kingdoms 
of  Naples  aod  Sicily,  the  province  of  Goiposooa, 
and  other  territories,  were  allotted  to  that 
branch  of  the  boubc  of  Bourbon  to  whom  tbe 
crown  of  France  viras  to  descend,  which  might 
have  been  a  great  and  dangerous  addition  to 
the  then  formidable  strength  of  that  crown  ; 
and  because  it  was  made  against  the  repeated 
remonstrances  of  Charietf  the  second,  then  king 
of  Spain,  who  declared,  by  bis  amhnssader, 

*  that  such  partition  treaty  coukl  have  no  otber 
'  effect,  than  to  force  Spain  to  throw  itself  into^ 
^  tbe  arms  of  France,  to  prev^tthe  dismember^ 
'  ing  of  tbe  Spanish  monarchy ;'  and  that  it  bad 
this  consequence,  appeared  upon  tbe  deatb 
of  that  prince,  who  seems  to  have  been  i»- 
dnoed  by  that  considcratieB  to  baipieath  tht 
entire  monarchy  of  Spain  to  the  duke  of  An* 
jou,  a  younger  brancn  of  the  boose  of  Bonr* 
boo,  who  accordin^y,  upon  tbe  demise  of  the 
said  king  Charles  tbe  second,  took  possession  of 
the  monarchy  of  Spain ;  but  this  accession  of  the 
dnke  of  Anjou  to  tbe  crown  of  Spain  did  net 
prodifoe  tbe  aUiance  in  the  aiticle  mentioned, 
between  Leopold,  then  emperor  of  Germany^ 
his  late  majesty  king  William  3,  of  erer  glorieos 
memory,  and  the  States  Genera],  as  immedi- 
ately necessiiry  at  that  juncture ;  for  khig  Wil- 
liam, as  well  as  tbe  States  General,  acknow- 
ledged the  duke  of  Anjou  as  king  of  Spain ; 
thmby  allowing,  that  the  duke  of  Anjou  s  eo^ 
joyment  of  the  monarchy  of  Spain,  while  he 
was  butn  younger  branch  of  tbe  house  of  Bour- 
bon, was  not  inconsistent  with  tbe  liberties  of 
Europe,  or  the  preservation  of  a  dae  balance 
of  power ;  and  afterwards,  when  tbe  French  * 
king  had  seized  the  Spanish  Netherlands,  king 
William,  by  advioe  of  parliament,  came  in  to* 
the  assistance  of  the  States  as  an  auxiliary 
only,  by  sending  upon  their  request  10,000  men, 
whidi  England  was  obliged  by  treaties  to  ftti^ 
nisb  in  case  the  States  were  attacked ;  after 
which,  many  conferences  passed  at  tbe  Hague 
betwixt  tbe  ministers  of  Eneland  and  the  States 
and  those  of  France,  in  order  to  find  out  some 
bxpedient,  by  which,  open  a  reasonable  division 
of  the  dominiotis  of  Spain,  a  new  nar  might 
be  prevented :  and  the  States,  in  the  course 
of  those   <»nferences,  often  asberted,  '  That  . 

*  thovgh  they  had  acknowledged  Philip,  king 
*ef  Spain,  yet  such  an  acknowledgment  was 

*  not  contrary  to  the  demand  of  a  reasonable 
'  satisfaction  to  be  given  to  the  emperor  for 

*  h^  pretensions  to  the  Spanish  succession  ;* 
which  was  in  effect  to  declare,  ^  That  the  8»- 

*  tisftictioii  demanded  for  theomperar  was  such 
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«  as  would  letTe  king  Philip  in  posseaikm  of 

<  Spain/  But  these  coofereuces  broke  off^ 
aboat  Auj^ust  1701,  witbooc  effect;  and  in 
September  foUowiog,  king  Wiiiiam  entered 
into  the  grand  alliance  with  the  emperor  and 
the  States  General ;  whereby  it  was  agreed, 

•  That  in  the  first  place,  endeavoars  should  be 

<  used,  by  amicable  means,  to  obtain  the  sa- 
'  cisfaction  desired  for  the  emperor;*  who  pro- 
bably at  that  time  woald  have  accepted  a  very 
easy  composition  for  bis  pretensions.  Bot, 
when  the  Wnch  king  acknowledged  the  Pre- 
tender as  king  of  En^and  (which  not  long  after 
bappenert),  his  majesty  king  Wiiiiam  and  the 
parliament  of  England,  justlyf  provoked  by  this 
affront,  resolved  to  enter  into  the  war,  which 
had  been  begun  by  the  emperor  alone  in  Italy 
Uie  year  before;  and  the  late  queen  mentions 
this  indignity  a«  the  chief  motive  of  her  engaging 
in  it,  as  appears  by*  her  declaration  of  war 
against  France  and  Spain,  in  May  1709.    The 

^  said  Earl  admiisi  the  several  treaties  set  forth 
in  the  preamble  to  the  said  articles,  and  that 
such  advice  was  given  by  parliament,  and 
•uch  speeches  were  made  trom  the  throne,  as 
in  the  said  preamble  are  mentioned ;  but,  for 
more  certainty,  begs  leave  to  refer  himself  to 
the  very  treaties,  addresses  of  parliament,  and' 
speeches,  when  they  shall  be  produced ;  and 
he  hamUy  hopes  yoqr  lordships  will  allow  him 
lo  observe,  That  those  treisties  manifestly  shew 
that  the  design  of  tb^  allies,  in  endeavouring 
the  recovery  of  Spain  from  the  house  of  Bour- 
bon, was  to  prevent  the  union  of  those  two  po- 
tent kingdoms  in  one  and  (he  same  person.  In 
the  Krand  alliance  in  1701,  the  avowed  ends 
are,  *■  the  procuringaneqniubleand  reasonable 
^  satisfaction  to  his  imperial  majesty,  for  his 
^  pretensions  to  the  Spanish  succession ;  the  se- 
^  curity  of  the  dominions  of  the  king  of  Great 

*  Britain  and  States  General,with  the  navigation 
^  and  commerce  of  their  subjects  ;  the  prevent- 
'  ing  the  uniou  of  France  and  Spain  under  the 
'  same  government ;'  and  the  territories  and 
provinces  pointed  out  in  the  fifth  article  were 
the  farthest  views  of  that  alliance :  whereby  it 
was  thought  his  imperial  majesty  would  receire 
the  utmost  satisfaction  which  he  could  reason- 
ably demand  for  his  pretension  to  the  Spanish 
succession.  No  mention  is  made  of  the  re- 
covery of  the  whole  monarchy  of  Spain  to  the 
Ilouse  of  Austria,  either  in  the  grand  alliance 
or  in  the  defensive  one,  made  the  same  year, 
between  his  majesty  king  William  and  the 
States  General;  and  when,  in  the  treaty  between 
the  emperor,  the  queen  oi  Great  Britain,  and 
the  States  General  on  the  one  part,  and  the 
king  of  Portugal  on  the  other,  about  May  1703,it 
wa&  concerted  to  piaoe  archduke  Charles,  the 
present  emperor,  upon  the  throne  of  Spain,  he 
was  then  bat  a  younger  branch  of  the  House  of 
Austria ;  and  there  is  great  reason  to  believe 
that  the  queen,  as  well  as  other  princes  of  Eu- 
rope, aoil  in  particular  the  king  of  Portugal, 
did  not  think  a  treaty  to  procure  the  crown  of 
Spain  for  the  arch-duke,  when  a  younger  branch 
•ftbe  House  of  Austria^  did  lay  any  obligation 


ofproeDriog  that  monarchy  *for -him  fvhen  he 
became  first  of  that  House,  and  was  elected 
emperor ;  since  the  imperial  and  hetedifiary 
dominions,  joined  to  the  whole  Spaniab  bo- 
narcby,  would  baye  gtren  socb  excess  of  power 
to  one  prince,  as  would  hare  been  foraiidable 
to  Europe,  and  a  means  to  destroy  that  balance 
of  power  which  her  majesty  in  all  her  treaties 
had  constantly  laboured  to  preserve :  and  it  isa 
known  and  an  allowed  role  by  the  law  of  na- 
tions, in  reference  to  leagues  bletween  princes, 
That  if  there  happens  a  material  chaage  in 
what  was  the  principal  ground  and  cauae  of  the 
treaty,  the  obligation  thereof  ceases.  If,  tbere- 
fore,  in  the  preliminary  articles  in  1709,  and 
afterwards  in  the  conferences  at  Gertroydea- 
berg,  a  cession  of  the  Spanish  monarchy  to 
king  Charles  the  third,  who  was  then  younger 
brother  to  the  emperor,  Was  thought  reasonable 
to  be  insisted  on :  yet  the  said  earl  faombly 
submits  to  your  lordships  great  judgment,  whe- 
ther there  was  equal  reason  tor  msistiog  on 
such  cession,  when  king  Charles  the  third  was 
become  head  of  that  House,  and  had  poaseasioa 
of  that  Empire  and  all  the*  hereditary  coantrisi 
of  Austria,  as  a  condition  without  which  ao 
peace  should  be  made.  The  States  General 
were  so  far  ftom  admitting,  or  yielding,  that 
the  monarchy  of  Spain  should  in  all  events  be 
given  to  the  House  of  Au^ia ;  that  he  the 
said  earl  hath  heard  they  refused  to  admit  it  to 
be  inserted  as  a  condition  of  their  Barrier  Treaty 
when  proposed  by  her  miyesty's  ambassador 
at  the  Hague ;  and  chose  rather  to  put  a  stop 
to  the  proceedings  of  that  treaty,  and  faaiaid 
the  advantages  they  thereby  expected,  diaa 
comply  with  that  proposal.  The  advice  of  par- 
liament is  of  great  weight;  to  which  her  late 
majesty  always  gave,  and  be  the  said  earlalwayi 
paid,  a  just  regutl :  and  he  doobts  not  bat  the 
House  of  Peers  had  proper  inducements,  whea 
they  gave  their  advice  to  the  throne, '  That  no 
'  peace  could  be  safe,  hopoorable,  or  lasting 
'  so  long  as  the  kingdom  of  Spain  and  the  West 
^  Indies  continued  in  the  possession  of  any 
'  branch  of  the  House  of  Bourbon :'  but,  if  he 
may  be  permitted  to  offer  his  humble  ooi^eo- 
tures  of  the  motives  of  that  advice,  he  coa- 
ceiveth  it  might  proceed  from  an  appreheasioa 
of  a  futme  union  of  tlKMe  two  crowns,A8  likely 
to  ensue,  in  C9se  Spain  should  continue  in  the 
possession  of  any  who  might  become  heir  to 
the  crowji  of  France;  and  that  even  the  coo- 
junction  of  the  empire  and  Spain  would  he  less 
dangerous  than  such  an  union  x  but  when  her 
majesty  communicated  to  her  pariiament^  the 
sixth  of  June  1712,  the  terms  upon  which  a 
peade  might  be  made,  and  thereby  informed 
them,  <  That  France  had  been  broosbt  to  ofier, 
that  the  dak«<of  Abjmi  should,  for  himself  and 
his  descendants,  renounce  for  ever  aU-ci«tm  to 
the  crown  of  France ;  and  that,  at  tlie  same 
time  the  succession  of  l3ie  crown  af  France  was 
to  be  declared,  after  the  death  of  the  then  dau- 
phin and  his  sons,  to  he  in  the  dtfke  of  Berry 
and  his  sons,  in  the  duke  of  Orleans  and  his  i 


and  so  on  to  the  raft»^!|balM>a»  af  Boarboa ; 
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ao4  IW  tbe  sacccMion  to  Spbtihaiid  the  West 
bdics,  after  the  doke  of  Aojoa  and'  bis  chil- 
«k8ii,  was  to  descend  to  socb  prince  as  should 
keagreed  upon  at  the  treaty  of  peace,  for  ever 
tsdadiog  ti»  rest  of  thehouse  of  Bourbon  ; " 
both  Houses  of  Parltanent,  by  their  respective 
wMresses  to  her  majesty  in  the  same  month, 
eipwBsed  their  entire-satisfaction  :  And  as  the 
fioose  of  ConuDons  desired  her  majesty  <  to 
*  proceed   in  the  negotiations  tben  depending;, 
<  tor  obtaining  a  speedy  peace ;'  so  ttie  House 
ef  Lorcbassiiffed  her  majesty,  that  they  entirely 
attted  on  her  majesty's  wisdom,  to  finish  that 
ftt  and  good  work.    And,  after  her  majesty 
[  condmled  a  peace  on  those  terms,  both 
lees  of  Parliament  severally  congratulated 
bcr  majesty  on  the  conclusion  of  the  peace  ; 
mod  abo  jmned  in  an  address  of  the  22d  of  April 
If  14»  expressing  their  just  sense  of  her  majes- 
iy*s  goodness  to  her  people,  in  delivering  them 
%y  m  sa£e^  honoorable,  and  advantageous  peace 
with  France  and  Spain,  from  the  heavy  burthen 
•fa  consuming  land  war,  uAe<|ually  carried  ou 
eatf  become    at  last  impracucable.    He  the 
Mid  carl  acknowledges,  that  her  majesty  was 
),  About  August  If  lOy  to  re-admit  him, 
others,  to  a  place  in  her  council,  and 
his  services  in  offices  of  trust :  to*which 
be  sobmitted,  purely  in  obedience  to  her  ma- 
jetty's  conimands,' with  great  reluctance,  from 
fbe  -prospect  of  the  dilficulties  with  which  he 
was  likeiT  te  struggle  :  But,  as  he  never  asked 
any  employment,  nor  used  any  wicked  arts  or 
base  insinuations  to  obtain  the  same  from  her 
■aJBSfy  ;  80,  in  all  employments  witli  which  her 
mqesty   was  pleased   to  honour  him,  he  sin- 
eeielj  endeavoured  to  discharge  his  duty  with 
Ibe  titmosK-  integrity  ;  havings  always  with  the 
(neac  aeal  desir^  and  endeavoured,  as  lar  as 
be  ciMild,  to  promote  the  honour  and  service 
ef  ber  noajesty,  whose  aim  he  knew  to  be  the 
weifive  of  her  kingdoms  in  the  first  place,  and 
(as  fev  as  she  judged  it  consistent  with  that) 
the  ooBHnim^good  of  her  allies.    lu  or  about 
the  iBontb  of  September  1710,    her  majesty 
(whoee  undeubted  prero^ive  it  was)v  thought 
fit  to  dissolve  the  Parliament  thenfin  being,  and 
caM  a  new  one.    In  the  year  1711,  proposi^ 
tioas  were  made  by  France  to  her  majesty,  for 
pnrr,    wiibont  the  contrivance  or  previous 
beewledce  of  the  said  earl :  her  majesty,  out 
of  her  affisctioa  for  her  peeplO)  haviug'  it  much 
at  ber  heart  to  establi^  peace  io  her  own  days, 
eaprcaMed'beroonoern  lor  the  disappointment 
of    £smer    negotiations,    and     her    earnest 
ilteiff  to  pot  a  speedy  end  to  the  war  and  to 
tfae  effivion  of  Christian  blood,  and  to  ease  her 
mtjftu  from  tbe  heavy  burthen  of  their  taxes: 
Tbe    said    eaii  doth    acknowledge,  that  he 
im  peace  was  very  moeh  for  the  interest 
rsittBge  of  Great  Britain ;  and,  in  his 
ojiioion,  tbe  most,  faveorable  juncture 
fm  oblaiimi^  advantageous  terms  of  peace  was 
after  tbe  signal  victories  gained  by 


baranasljy's  arins  in  die  year  1706  ;  for,  after 
tbe  xeowmoa  of  the  dommidiis  of  the  electors 
of  BBPatMsaiid  Cetagpe,  with  other  importaub 

vouvn. 


cdncfttests  in  Germany;  a^rthe  entire  de- 
l^ction  of  three  great  armies  of  Jrance,  in 
Flanders,  Spain,  and  Piedmont  i  af^er  the 
allies  had  recovered  the  Spanish  Nedierlands, 
Milan,  and  other  territories  in  Italy :  it  might 
have  been  hoped,  from  the  ^reat  distress  in 
which  the  enemy  then  was,  a  just  and  reason-' 
able  peace  could  have  been  obtained,  since  so 
much  was  at  that  time  gained  from  the  enemy, 
and  so  much  more  in  all  probability,  would 
have  been  yielded  oy  them,  as  would  have  fully 
answered  the  ends  of  the  grand  alHance.  Peace 
was  at  that  time  soueht  by  the  enemy :  And 
the  said  eari,  who  had  the  honour  to  be  then 
one  of  the  principal  secretaries  of  state,  owns, 
he  then  advised  the  accepting  of  it;  and  he 
humbly  begs  le^ve  to  observe  that  the  war  had 
been  continued  upon  so  unequal  a  foot ;  that 
the  burden  of  it  annually  increased,  and  at  the 
time  when  those  proposals  were  made  by  France 
was  become  almost  insupportable.  It  had  in- 
deed been  stipulated  by  the  grand  alliance, 
'  that  the  allies  should  assist  one  anotlier  with 

*  all  their  forces,  according  to  a  specification,  to 

*  be  agreed  on,  in  a  particular  convention  for 
^  that  purpose;'  but  it  doth  not  appear  any 
such  convention  was  made,  otherwise  than  as 
the  House  of  Commons  were  informed  by  one 
of  the  principal  secretaries  of  state  to^his  late 
majesty  king  William,  *  that,  by  the  propor- 
tions adjust^  with  the  States,  England  was  to 

*  furnish  two  parts  of  five  bv  land,  and,  the 

*  States  the  other  three  ;'  and  England  was  to 
furnish  five  parts  jof  eight  by  sea,  and  the 
States  the  other  tliree ;'  hut  the  States  not 
always  allowing  themselves  to  be  under  an 
obligation  to  furnish  such  proportions,  gave 
occasion  to  England^i  hearing  an  unequal 
part  in  the  war,  witli  respect  to  the  allies* 
The  States  had  that  prudent  regard  to  the 
frugal  ordering  of  their  afiairs,  that  they  fre* 
quently  insist^  they  ought  not  to  be  pressel 
beyond  their  ability,  and  made  themselves 
the  sole  judges  of  what  came  within  the  com* 
pass  of  it ;  and  by  that  means  avoided  the 
supplying  any  quota  or  proportion  which  they 
thought  improper  for  them  to  famish.  In 
the  mean  tune  the  charge  of^  the  war  was 
greatly  increased  upon  the  subjects  ef  Great 
Britain.  In  die  year  1703,  it  was  wider 
4,000,000/ ;  from  thence  it  gradoally  increased 
till  the  year  1706,  the  charge  of  which  year 
amounted  to  above  5,500,000/. ;  and  still  ad* 
vancing  tilhthe  vear  1711,  it  was  then  grown  to 
near  7,000,00o/. ;  and  at  the  same  time  there 
was  a  debt  'contracted,  not  provided  for  by 
parhament,  amounting  to  7  or  8,000,000/.  the 
very  interest  of  which,  atid  other  debts  ^ 
wherein  the  nation  was  involved,  amounted 
to  3,000,000/.  per  annum ;  and  the  revenues  of 
Great  Britain  wa^  under  such  anticipations^ 
that  it  was  fi>Qnd  ^difiicult  to  i^ise  above 
2,500,000/.  for  the  growing  service,  to  be  paid 
within  the  compass  of  the  year ;  so  that, 
when  the  dnties  and  difficulties  upon  trade 
and  the  continuance  of  the  taxes  upon  lend 
(whidb  hftd  lain  so  heavy  above  twenty  years) 
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Aad  the  said  earl  homblj  hopes^  he  shall  wi 
be  thought  to  ha^^  designed  an^  dis-aenr ice  t 
his  country^  if,  in  such  a  condition  of  affain 
he  did  not  ditsusde  her  majesty  from  hearken 
ing  to  the  o? ertures  of  peace  made  to  her  froa 
France ;  /  or  if  during  the  negotiations,  he  endea 
vouredy  by  corresponding,  with  .her  mi^esty' 
knowledge  and  approbation,  in  any  courts  cod 
cerned  therein  to  rectify  any  mistakes,  or  contri 
bute  in  any  measure  towards  tlie  conclns^onof  i 
general  peace ;  Bat  the  said  earl  helieres,  thai 
in  all  the  negotiations  towards  such  peace,  th 
allies  had  siich  knowledge,  and  communicatioi 
of  all  measures  tbereib  taken  by  her  majcaty 
as  the  treaties  Jier^i&ajesty  was  enga^.  in  re 
quired ;  that  the  propositions  tiransmitced  fron 
France,  about  April  1711,  were  immectiaeelj 
communicated  to  the  Pensionary  and  minia 
ters  of  Holland;,  that  her  majesty  did  at  th< 
same  time  assure  them  6f  her  resolution  to  ac 
in  concert  with  them,  in  making  peace  as  ii 
making  war ;  that  when  the  States  had  ex 
pressed  their  desires  to  be  equal  with  those  o 
Oriat  Britain,  for  a  general  and  lasting  peace 
and  had  declared,  *  that  t^ey  were  readj  ti 
'  join  in  proper  measures  to  procure  it,  aad  de 


are  considered,  the  said  earl  belierea  it  could 
not  be  thought  forthepubKc  intoest  to  pro* 
iongthe  war,  without  an  absolate  neces&ity. 
Duriig  this  time,  the  States  had  maoag^ 
with  so  good  (economy,  that  the  said  earl 
hath  not  beard  of  any  additional  duty  laid  by 
th^m  upon  trade,  from  t^ie  year  170S,  to  the 
year  1711 ;  and  what  acqubitions  were  made 
upon  the  continent,  during  the  continuance 
of  the  war,  though  at  the  expence  of  British 
blood  and  treasure,  accrued  to  the  share  of 
the  allies ;  and  (he  Dutch  being  under  no 
prohibition  of  commerce  with  France,  had  a 
further  advantage  of  the  British  mercnahts  in 
respect  to  a  fir^  trade.  Although  the  princes 
of  the  empire  were  engaged  by  previous 
treaties  to  furnish  their  quotas  to  ibe  comnion 
cause;  yet,  when  the^f  were  often  press^  to 
do  it,  they  alledged  in  excuse,  ^  that  those 
^  troops  (which  they  were  obliged  to  fbmisb  at 
*  their  qwn  expence)  were  in  the  pay  of  the 
'  crown  of  Great  Britain  :*  the  emperor  left  it 
to  her  niajesty  to  provide  for  these  troops  which 
by  the  Portugal  treaty  in  the  year  1703,  he  was  to 
furnish ;  the  king  of  Portugal  hot  only  neglected 
the  proportion  of  12,000  foot  and  3,000ltorse, 
which  by  the  said  treaty  he  was  to  provide  at 
bis  own  expence,  but  even  refused  to  permit 
'the  11,000  foot  and  3,000  horse  (for  which  he 
had  subsidy  /rom  her  majesty)  to  be  paid  by 
musters,  according  to  an  article  of  that  treaty ; 
and,  when  pressed  to  furnish  his  full  numMr 
of  troops,  alledged  his  inability  for  want  of  that 
part  of  the  subsidies  which  the  States'  ought  to 
have  paid  him  r  so  Uiat  almost  the  wfuile  charge 
of  the  war  in  Spaia  was  left  upon  fier  majesty ; 
the  States  having  sent  few  or  no  troops  thi- 
ther after  the  bc^e  of  Almanza,  and  all  the 
other  allies  being  likewise  defective  in  their 
proportions.  This  was  the  condition  of  affairs 
with  respect  to  the  charge  of  the  war ;  nor  did 
there  appear,  firom  the  dien  situation  of  affinirs, 
any  more  promising  prospect  with  regard  jto 
the  event;  for  although  it  had  pleased  God  to 
bless  her  majesty's  arm$  with  wonderfol  suc- 
cess. At  which  the  said  eari  most  sincerely  re- 
joiced ;  yet  it  did  not  appear  that,*  after  the 
year  1706',  our  successes  in  other  parts  had 
conntervaded  our  losses  in  Spain ;  for,  after 
two  gr^t  battles  wherein  we  had  been  there 
defeated,  after  our  forces  had  been  twice 
obliged  to  retire  from  Madrid,  and  after  the 
taking  the  British  troops  at  Brihuega,  the  re- 
covery of  Spain  (which  was  the  main  articio 
that  retarded  the  conclusion  of  the  peace  at 
Oertruydenberg)  seemed  almost  desperate; 
especially  since  the  French,  in  the  year  1711, 
by  their  plentiful  vintages  and  harvests  had  well 
nigh  recoveredthe  effects  of  the  lamine  ;  and 
tince  some  of  the  allies,  at  the  same  time,  made 
pressing  instances  for  recalting  part  of  their 
troops,  as  they  ^ad  done  firequent^  during  the. 
course  of  the.  war ;  from  fwbence  it  appears, 
how  just  the  grounds  were,  upon  which  both 
houses  of  parliament  represented  to  her  ma- 
jesty, *  that  the  war  had  been  unequally  carried 
<  6n^  and  was  at  last  becouie  impracticable.' 


'  sired  France  might  explain  itself  more  parti 
'•cularly  upon  the  points  contained  in  thoa^ 
'propositions;'  her-  inajesty  eodeayonred  !« 
obtain  such  explanations,  and  afterwards  com 
municated  them  to  the  States;  And,  if  he 
majesty-thought  it  not  expedient  to  proceed  ii 
the  method  of  a  preliminary  treaty,  which  hai 
proved  so  ineffectual  in  the  years'  1709  am 
1710,  but  thought  it  might  be  suflkient  ^npoi 
articles  signed  by  a  minister  of  France,  by  hi 
sovereign's  command,  to^open  conferences  fo 
a  peafce;  the  said  earl  humbly  hopes,  that  thi 
proceeding  will  appear  -to  be  so  far  from  beinj 
an  unreasonable  deviation  from  the  methods  o 
former  transactions  ia  ^at  kind,  that  it  will  b< 
justified  by  many  preoedenta  of  such  treaties 
The  said  earl  can  affirm,  that  during  the  arhol 
negotiation,  so  for  as  he  was  concerned^  hi 
acted  with  a  sincere  intention  to  obtain  i 
general  peace  for  the  welfore  and  honour  o 
her  majesty  and  her  kingdoms,  and  snch  a 
might  give  reasonable  satisfaction  to  her  alltes 
and  answer  aH  the  obligations  her  majesty  wa 
under*  by  any  treaties,  with  any  of  the  coa 
federates ;  and  is  not  consctous  to  himself  tha 
he, bath  in  any  Vespect  transgressed  that  duty 
which,  as  a  privy  counsellor  or  oflicer  of  statd 
he  did  awe  toner  mi^estyor.to  the  pnUk 
He  is  not  insensible  that  mar.y  of  the  Article 
wherewith  he  stands  cbaiqged  are  complicated 
with  snch  circumstances,  agnavation^  and  in 
ferenc^,  as  inay  rend^  it  difficult  for  bnn  u 
acknowledge  some  foots  all^dged,  without  ae 
knowledging,  or  seeming  at  least  to  adtnow 
ledge,  tl^se  circitmstances  or  inforences  r  Am 
as  he  is  not  conscious  to  himielf  of  being  goilt] 
of  an^ crime  he. stands  charged  with;  so  h^ 
takes  it  to  be  agreeable  to  the  common  conrai 
of  proceedings  of  thb  nature,  and  to  your  lord 
ships'  justice,  that  he  should  not  admit  aaj 
chPcuaMtancfli  which  may  tend  to  the  i 
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propotitioiis  to  the  nuoistov  of  Fraooe)  whereii^ 
the  iDterestt/of  Great  Britain  or  the  comnKm 
ioterett  of  Europe  were  betrayed ;  nor  doth 
the  said  earl  know  thi^t  the  said  Mr.  Prior  had 
anj.  power  to  communicate  prepositioos  to  the 
ministers  of  France,  which  betrajed  either  the 
interest  of  Great  Britain,  or  the  cbmmon  in- 
terest of  Europe.  Therefore  tlie  said  earl  in* 
sistSy  that  there  is  no  ground  to  chaife  him 
with  the  treadierotts  or  pernicious  contri- 
vances in  this  article  mentioned  :  And  if  any 
article  was  inserted  in  any  propositions  to  he 
con^innaicated  bv  the  said  Mr.  Prior,  <  That 
'  the  secret  should  b^  inviolably  kept^  tillal- 
*  lowed  to  be  di? uiged  by  the  mutual  consent 
'  of  both  parties  ;"  yet  the  said  earl  denies 
that  such  article  was  inseiWl  by  his  advice  ; 
^and  if  any  sucli  there  was,  he  cannot,  however* 
behev^  it.w^s  designed  to  exclode  Jjfr  majesty^s 
allies  frdfh  the  just  share  in  the  said  negocia- 
tioos :  And  hopes  ite  may  be  allowed  to  ob- 
serve, that  in  case  any  instructions  were  given 
for  not  difulging  propositions  which  cont:emed 
Great  Britain  in  particular,  the  same  were  iar 
from  manifesting  such  design  as  is  before  men- 
tioned ;  since  it  is  well  £oown  to  be  the  aa« 
doubted  right  of  every  member  of  a  coo- 
federacv,  to  demand  particular  »dvantaj|es  for 
themselves,  not  inconsistent  with  their  alhances^ 
and  which  are  not  to  take  pkoe  but  on  the 
co^cluiion  of  a  general  peace ;  and  it  has  been 
usual  for  those  to  whom  the  first  overtures  of 
peace  are  made,  to  make  demands  for/them<* 
selves  in  the  first  place ;  as  the  States  particu- 
larly did  in  the  negociations  at 'the  nasuein 
the  year  i700y  and  at  Gertruydeaburg  in  the 
year  1710.  And  though  he  •apprehenids  that 
an  agreement  not  to  divulge  the  propositions^ 
without  the  mutoal  consent  of  bo^o  parties, 
cottld  fiot  be  to  the  prgudice  of  the  ^ies ; 
yet  he  believes  that,  in  order  to  prevent  any 
unreasonable  jealousies  among  them,  eves 
those  propositions  which  related  to  Great  Bri-> 
t^n  in  particular  were  communicated  to  them ; 
and  that  it  will  likewise  appear,  that  the  pro- « 
positions  signed  by  Mons.  de^  Torcy,  and 
transmitted  in  the  month  of  April  1711,  in  the 
said  articles  mentioned,  whereby  it  -is  said, 

<  The  French  king  ofiered  to  treat  with  this 
^  plenipotentiaries  of  England   and  Holland 

<  alone,  or  jointly  ^vith  tlM>se  of  the  allies,  at 
'  the  choice  of  Eugland,'  were  proposals  re* 
lating  only  to  the  manner  of  treating  when  the 
con&rentes  should  be  opened  ;  and  that  her 
majesty  was  so  far  from  taking  upon  her  to 
treat  singly  for  the  allies,  that  she  chose  to 
have  all  the  parties  admitted  to  the  Congress, 
where  they  might  have  an  opportunity  of 
treating,  and  adjusting  their  respective  mte- 
rests ;  that  being  in  h^r  opinion  the  faii-est  me- 
thod of  proceed  in|^  most  advantageous  to  tha 
confederates,  and  most  likely  to  prevent  jea- 
lousies^ and  discords,  among  them.  And  the  - 
said  earl  saith,  That^  be  doth  not  know  that 
any  negociation  of  peace  was  contrived  or  set 
on  foot,  by  any  persons  employed  in  her  nui- 
j^'s  senricei  which  was  in  anj  respect  iaoi# 
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I  of  hime^.  He  therefore  begs  leave,  that 
be  en^  be  allowed  to  distinguish  between  the 
•Ota  themselves  and  the  iaforences  drawn  from 
ftbeoB;  and  that,  wherever  he  acknowledges 
Wkj  hOj  he  may  net  be  understood  to  acknow- 
Mgb  •those  consequences  which  a'i>e  in  the  arti* 
des  fieduced  from  it,  unless  it  shall  appear  that 
the  consequence  was  the  aim  and.  design  ef  the 
eaid  earl.  of>  is  the  necessary  result  of  any  act 
^^athdone. 

**  la  Answer  to  the  first  Article ;.  the  said 
•ad  eaith.  That  he  always  had  the  greatest 

,  ngp^  tO'  the  honour  and  safetv  of  her  late 
jaajesty  and  her  kingdoms,  to  all  the  engage* 
jaents  she  was  under  to  the  allies  of  this  na- 
tioo,  mtd  to  theeemmoii  liberties  of  Europe; 
that  be  never  was  deivoted  to  the  interest  or 
eemtie  of  the  French  king;  that  he  is  not 
consdoiie  to  himsdf  of  having  acted,  wluUt 
be  had  the  honour  to  be  her  late  majes- 
ty^ hsah  treasurer,  or  one  of  her  most  ho- 
Boorabiaft  privy  council,  coatiiary  to  his  oath, 

'or  in  violation  of  his  duty  and  trust,  or  with 
^uegmrA  to,  much  less  defiance  of,  any  neaties 
in  the  said  article  mentioned,  the  advices  of 
pariiament,  her  majesty's  declarations  from 
the  throne,  or  imy  mutual  assurances  which 
had  been  made,  or  renewed  (^etween  her  ma- 
jesty ami  the  Stales  to  act  in  perfect  concert 
wita  each  othor,  in  making  peace  as  in  mak- 
ing war :  And  he  utterly  denies  that,  in  or 
aMBt  tW  months  of  July  or  August  1711,  or 
at  any  other  time,  he  did -form  a6y  contrlVance 

*  or  confederacy  to  set  on  foot  a  private,  sepa- 
rate^ dishonourable,  or  destructive, 'negociation 
af  peace,  between  Great  Britain  and  France ; 
nor  doytb'be  know  of  any^nch  contrivance  or 
cnnfcderacy  formed  by  any  -of  her  majesty*s 
privy  council,  or  that  such  negotiation  was  at 
any  time  set  on  foot*  But  the  said  earl  saith, 
he  doth  believe  that,  about  the  month  of  April 
1711,  bfr  hite  majesty  did  receive  from  France 
tome  proposals,  in  order  to  set  od  foot  a  treaty 
for  a  general  peace,  signed  by  M.  d«  Tbrcy, 
secretary  of  sute  to  the  most  Christian  king ; 
whidb,  as  he  believes,  were  immediatelv  com- 
asanicated  by  her  ambanador  in  Holland  to  the 
States-Geneial ;  whereupon,  as  he  has  been  in- 
focBwdy  they  *  thanked   her  majesty  fer  her 

*  confidence  in  them,  declared  themselves  to  be 
'  weary  of  the  war,  and  ready  to  join  in  any 

*  acasoies  her  majesty  should  think  proper  for 

*  obtaining  a  good  peace;  and  that  they  hoped 

*  her  majesty  would  bring  the  French  to  ex- 

*  plans  more  particularly  the  several  points  con- 
'taiaed  in  the  abovementioned  proposals;' 
er  In  that  effect :  And  that,  after  such  request, 
har  maiesty  sent  Matthew  Prior  esquire  to  the 

France,  in  order  to  obtain  as  fiill  and 
i  an  explanation  as  he  could  of  the  first 
1  offers.  Bat  the  said  eari  denies  that  he 
did  advise  her  majeity  to  send  the  said  Mr. 
Poor  to  the  court  of  France,  to  make  propo- 
■tiona  ci  peaoe  without  comraunieatiac  the 
nmeto  her  idlies;  er  that  the  said  Mr.  Prior 
^hj  hiaadnoeorprinritji  oomnBoicate  any 
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'  Q(ivaotageo«8  to  France  than  France'bad  asked, 
Qir  wbipb  bad  tbe  tendency  to  ^ve  tbe  enemy  a 
power  lo  create  nusonderstandings  between  her 
majesty  and  her  alUea,  or  to  destroy  tbe  con- 
fidence between  tbew.  ' 

<<  Id  Answec  to  tbe  Second  Article ;  the  said 

carl  saitb,  That  be  beheves  Mous.  Mesna^r, 

a  subject  of  the  French  king,  did,  some  tune 

in   tbe  year  17 11,  with  her  majesty's  leave, 

come  into  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  and 

bring  with  him  a  it-tter  from  ihe  said  French 

king  to  her  late  roajebty,  acknowledging  her  ma- 
jesty, cjueen   of  Great  Britain,  and   likewise 

cxpressmg^  a    desire    to     re-establish    peace 

with  her ;    and  that  he    was  furnished    with 

full  powers  from   the   said  French    king,  for 

that    purpose.    The  said    earl  further  saitb, 

That  It  hath  been  the  usual  and  allowed  prac* 

tice  in  most  nations,  especially  in  England,  for 

privy  counsellors,  by  verbal  orders  from  the  so- 
vereign, to  confer  within  the  realm  with  minis- 
ters of  foreign  princes  :  and  be  conceives  such 

practice  to  be  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  this 

reahn  ;  and  that  full  powers  are  usually  grant- 
ed to  ministers  who  are  sent  abroad,  for  tbe 

justification  of  the  persons  witb  whom   they 

shall  treat,  rather  than  to  justify  such  ministers 

themselves.    And  the   said  earl  denies  that 

be   did   in  the   month    of  September    1711, 

or  at   Aoy  other  time,    secretly  and  unlaw- 

fullv,  or  without  authority,    confer    or  treat 

witii   the    said  Sieur    Mesnager,  on   the  ne^ 

gociations  of  peace   betweeu    Great  Britain 

and  France,  or  that  be  did  advise  or  promote 

the  making  a  private  and  separate  treaty  or 

agreement  between  the  said  crowns ;  but  he 

hath   been  informed,  and  doth  believe,  that 

there  was   a   paper,  styled,  *  The  •  Answer  of 

^  France  to-  the  prelimuiary  Demands  of  Great 

*  Britain,'  more  particularly  signed  by  M. 
'  Mesnager  only  ;  to  which  was  subjoined  a  de- 
claration of  the  queen's  acceptance  of  those 

preliminary    articles  as  conditions    his    most 

Christian  majesty  consented  to  grant,  which  were 

to  be  reduced  into  the  usual  form  of  treaties, 

And  explained '  after  the  most  clear  and  most 

intelligible  manner  to  the  common  satisfaction 

of  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  this  only  in 

case  of  a  general  peace  ;  and  this  declaration, 

or  some  other  declaration  to  the  like  eflfect,  he 

believes  might  be  signed  by  the  lord  Dart- 
mouth and  Mr.  Secretary  St.  John,  as  in  the 

said  Article  is  set  forth  :  But  the  said  earl  must 

crave  leave  to  submit  it  to  the  judgment  of  your 

lordships,  whether  a  paper  of  that  sort  (if  any 

such  there  was)  coutainme  offers  from  France, 

v^hich  were  not  to  take  effect  but  in  case  of  a 

general  peace,  can  be  called  a  separate  treaty : 

He  believes  tbe  allies  had  early  knowledge  and 

participation  of  the  said  proposals  from  tbe 

ministers  of  Great  Britain  ;  out  denies  that 

tbe  Interests'  of  Great  Britain  were  thereby 

given  up  to  France,  or  the  duke  of  Anjou  ad- 
mitted to  be  king  of  Spain ;  since,  in  the  de- 
claration annexed  to  the  said  proposals,  he 

believes  It  is  expressed,  <  That  her  majesty 


<  might  in  justice  expect  die  secnritaci  and  ad^ 
^  vantages  mentioned  in  those  proposals^  what 
'  prince  soever  he  should  be  to  whom  the  omm 

<  narchy  of  Spain  sboold  be  allotted  :'  Aa4  tfaa 
said  earl,  veooUecting  as  well  as  he  can  wbat 
were  her  majesty's  views  at  that  time,  is  per* 
suaded,that  her  nuyesty  had  then  a  prospeol 
that  the  monarchy  of  Spain  would  fisU  to  tiM 
share  of  another  prince.  Tbe  saio  earl  deniei 
that,  by  his  privity,  consentj  or  advice,  any  pis- 
vate  or  separate  treaty  or  agreement,  whereby 
the  interests  of  Great  Britain  wei«  ^iveniip 
to  France,  ur  the  duke  of  Anjoa  was  admitted 
to  be  king  of  Spain,  was  agreed,  cooeUicledy  Of 
signed,  by  the  said  Sieur  Mesnager  on  the  part 
of  France,  and  by  tbe  lord  Dartmuiitli  and 
Henry  St.  John,  or  either  of  them,  m  baMf 
of  her  late  majesty  ;  much  less  did  tbe  said 
eari  at  any  time  assume  tci(  himself  regal  power^ 
or  take  upon  him  to  meet  and  treat  with 
the  enemy  witliout  authority  fVom  her  ma- 
jesty, or  do  any  thing  to  subvert  tbe  aa* 
tient  and  .  established  constitutiea  4^  tbe 
government  of  these  kingdoms,  or-  intra* 
duce  any  illegal  or  dangerous  m^hods  of  trans- 
acting the  affairs  of  state.  And  tbe  said  eart 
further  saith,  That  be  did  never  aim  at  or  ca* 
deavour,  by  any  separate  treaty,  to  diaadve  of 
cancel  any  of  those  solemn  treaties  in  which 
her  majesty  stood  engaged  to  her  alKes ;  nor 
was  he  privy  to  any  treaty  whereby  tbe  queen 
was  brought  under  a  dilemma,  either  to  submit 
to  the  dictates  of  France  in  tne  progress  of 
such  negotiation^  or  to  lose  tbe  coohdenoe  of 
her  allies. 

<<  In  Answer  to  tbe  Third  Article ;  tba  said 
Eari  denies  that,  to  disguise  or  carry  oa  any 
private,  separate,  or  dangerous  negotiatioes,  he 
did  contrive  or  advise  the  preparing  and  fiorrm* 
ing  tbe  set  of  general  preliminaries  in  tbe  ar* 
tide  mentionedy  intituled,  '  Preliminary  Arti- 
'  cies  on  the  part  of  France,  to  come  to  a  gc- 
'  neral  peace,  or  any  other  set  of  general  pre- 
liminaries of  like  nature,  or  that  tbe  same 
should  be  signed  by  the  Sieur  Mesnager;  or 
that  he  did  advise  hvr  sacred  majesty,  that  tbe 
same  should  be  received  by  her  majesty  s  Bol 
the  said  earl  bath  been  informed,  that  oertaiB 
articles,  called,  <  Preliminary  Articles  on  tbe 
<  part  of  France,  to  come  to  a  general  peace,' 
si^ed  by  die  Sieur  Mesnager  only,  were  re- 
ceived by  her  majesty ;  and  believes  the  sane 
might  be  communicated  to  the  ministers  of  tbe 
allies  then  residing  in  England,  as  e  groaad 
whereon  tbe  conlSerates  might  treat  or  nego- 
tiate concefning  a  general  peace;  but  whether 
the  same  were  communicated  as  the  otdy  trans* 
artions  that  had  been  on  that  sub^jcct  betwesa 
Great  Britain  and  France,  the  said  earl  knows 
not:  But, since  it  is  termed  impioos  advioey 
and  contrary  to  the  duty  and  trust  of  a  miais* 
ter  of  state  of  Great  Britidn,  to  advise  the 
receiving  such  articles,  the  said  earl,  from  his 
concern  for  the  honour  of  her  late  asajasty^ 
administration,  and  the  future  wetf^  of  thfeM 
kingdoms^  doth  sabmit^katbarJt  ia.  cr^siaal 
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forsodtmoislerCoftdTifle  the  leceiying  «rU- 
dttfnn  a  minister  of  a  prince  in  war,  oon« 
laniBg  propoaaU  fil^  i^vidk  reasonable  tatis- 
itetioato  (Ireat  Britain  and  all  ber  allies,  and 
vhtchy  being  signed  by  the  minister  of  that 
poDceonlj,  were  not  intended  to  bind  any 
Mher:  And  tiace  preiiarinary  articles  are  no 
smDtial  step  towards  a  general  iie^otiation, 
tboe  being,  as  be  believes,  but  few  mstanoes 
where  any  aMCters  of  importance  have  been 
settled  b^ne  the  opening  of  general  confe- 
KDOes,  the  said  carl  doth  not  conceife  that,  if 
•oj  minister  of  state  had  advised  ber  majesty 
to  aooepttbe  preliminaries  or  offers  from  France, 
aurf  to  be  signed  by  M.  Mesnager,  the  9,7th 
dij  ef  September  1711,  as  the  foundation  of  a 
trettj,  be  had  thereby  ofiended  against  any 
Iwofmlaw;  since  the  proceedings  upon  such 
praHminanes  could  not  be  more  unsafe  than 
proceeding  without  any  at  all.  The  said  earl 
^eaies  that  any  treaty,  signed  by  the  earl  of 
Dwtmooth  or  Mr.  St.  Johu,  or  either  of  them, 
ea  the  part  of  En^nd,  and  the  Sieur  Mesna- 
ger oa  the  part  of  France  (if  any  such  there 
be),  vas  indostrioosly  concealed  from  the  al- 
lies, her  majesty's  council  or  parliament,  by  his 
idfioe  or  contriirance ;  or  that  he  dissuaded 
ber  majesty  from  laying  any  such  treaty  before 
ber allie^ ber  council,  or  parliament;  or  that 
be  ftdfised  hermajesty  to  receive  the  said  ge- 
neral preliokinaries,  or  to  communicate  the 
ttnie  in  her  name^  or  by  her  authority,  to  the 
States  General,  as  a  sufficient  foundation 
''bereon  to  open  the  conferences  of  peace 
mth  Fraace,  The  said  earl  hath  been  inforoi- 
ed,  and  doth  believe,  that  there  were  certain 
|i>stnictions  prepared  and  signed  by  her  ma- 
jesty, and  delivered  to  the  earl  of  Strafford, 
ber  Biajesty's  ambassador  to  the  States  General, 
wberein  the  said  ambassador  might  be  directed 
to  repraieot  to  the  Pensionary  of  Holland,  and 
Mch  others  as  should  be  appointed  to  confer 
*i(b  bim,  in  such  manner  as  iv  set  forth  in  this 
vticle,  or  to  the  like  effect :  -But  he  denies  that 
tbe  said  instructions  were  prepared,  signed,  or 
delivered,  by  his  advice.  Nevertheless,  the 
»idearl  believes  the  said  instructions  were 
well  warranted  by  the  truth  of  sue!)  facte  as  in 
d»e  said  article  are  set  forth  to  be  contained  in 
t'xkie  instructions;  since  the  said  earl  hath  had 
Credible  mformation^  that,  after  her  majesty 
W  received  an  account  of  the  sense  of  some 
P^WMisin  HoHand,  concerning  the  overtures 
Uttde  by  France  for  the  setting  a  general  nego- 
Uarion  of  peace  on  foot,  very  pressing  instances 
were  made  on  her  majesty's  belialf  with  the 
JJ^ray,  to  eiplain  the  first  offers  made  by 
«•  deXorey  more  particularly^  and  to  form  a 
«•»«  project  of  such  a  peace  as  they  were 
™>g  to  conclude;  and  that  such  instances 
W  efffct,  will  appear  from  the  preliminaries, 
«id  le  be  signed  by  M.  Mesnager,  September 
^^  1711,  wherein  several  explications  are 
■•de,  and  many  particulars  of  moment  are 
•j"t»iaed,  which  were  not  in  the  propositfons 
^y^de  Torcy.  Wherefore  the  said  earl  ap- 
^>Mdi>  lbat«lie  pvopositiona  said  in  this  ar- 


tick^to  be  sent  over  to  France  (if  any  such  were 
sent)  i^ere  not  so  general .  as  the  propositiont 
of  M.  de  Torcy,  n6r  in  any  respect  ensnaring  or 
destructive  to  the  interests  of  Great  Britain  or 
the  allies ;  but  yet  the  said  earl  believes,  that 
ber  majesty,  at  the  same  time  she  did  comma- 
oioate  the  said  preliminaries  to  the  States  Ge* 
neral,  did  likewise  order  her  ambassador  to  ac« 
quaint  them,  '  That  she  judged  those  articles 
'  did  not  contain  such  particular  concessions  as 
*  France  would  he  probably  obliged  to  make  in 
'  the  course  of  the  negotiations ;'  or  to  that  ef- 
fect If  therefore  her  majesty  did,  for  the  good 
and  ease  of  her  people,  endeavour  to  prevail 
with  her  allies  to  enter  into  a  negotiation  of 
peace,  and  did  communicate  the  said  preliiDi- 
naries  to  them  with  that  view ;  the  said  earl 
cannot  be  indnced  to  believe,  that  the  said  ge« 
neral  preliminairies,  communicated  to  the  States 
by  her  majesty  in  manner  aforesaid^were  calcu-* 
lated  to  amuse  and  deceive  tbem ;  nor  doth 
the  said  earl  know,  or  believe,  that  her  ma- 
jesty's instructions  to  her  satd  ambassador, 
either  in  the  particulars  abovesaid  or  in  any 
other,  contained  matters  false,  prevaricating, 
or  evasive :  and  the  said  earl  must  take  the  li- 
berty to  affirm,  that  in  the  late  negotiations  of 
peace,  as  well  as  in  all  other  public  transactions 
of  state,  as  far  as  he  was  concerned,  he  acted 
with  the  highest  regard  to  the  honour  of  her 
majesty,  and  with  the  utmost  seal,  for  tlie  wel- 
fare botli  of  her  and  her  people ;  and  is  not 
conscious  to  himself,  that  he  ever  gave  -any 
counsels  whereby  the  truth  and  sacredness, 
which  ought  to  constitute  and  accompany  the 
instructions  of  public  ambassadors  to  princes 
in  friendship  and  confederacy  against  the  com- 
mon enemy,  were  in  any  wise  prostituted,  o^ 
the  honour  of  her  majesty  and  of  the  imperial 
crown  of  these  realms  in  any  sort  debased  or 
betrayed.  And  he  humbly,  hopes  no  instance 
can  be  given,  whe^in  the  royal  hand  of  her 
late  majesty  was  made  the  instrument  to  ad- 
vance the  interest  of  the  com0K>o  enemy. 

**  In  Answer  to  the  Fourth  Article;  the  said 
Earl  doth  not  remember  what  representations 
were  made  by  Monsieur  Buys  to  her  majesty, 
in  relation  to  the  propositions  in  the  said  article 
mentioned.  But  saith,  that  if  any  representa- 
tions were  made,  the  same  were  not  renilered 
ineffectual  by  any  influence  of  the  said  eart. 
And  the  said  earl  doth  admit,  that,  at  a  com- 
mittee of  council,  there  might  be  made  some 
declaration  in  her  majesty's  name  to  M.  Buys, 
to  the  effect  in  the  said  article  mentioned  ;  but 
doth  not  admit,  that  any  such  declaration 
was  made  by  him  the  said  earl,  or  by  bis  ma- 
nagement or  >contrivance ;  and  the  said  earl 
believes,  that  what  was  so  declared  to  the  said 
M.  Bifys  was  agreeable  to  troth,  and  to  the 
real  sentiments  and  intentions  of  her  majesty  ; 
nor  doth  he  know,  wherein  the  said  article, 
signed  by  M.  Mesnager,  and  accepted  by  the 
lord  Dartmouth  and  Mr.  St.  John  (if  any  suchr 
'  were  then  signed)  were  inconsistent  witn  sudi 

IdeclaraeioD,  or  how  her  mMes^  was  thereby 
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disbonoored,  orl^  alliei  abostd;  or  thatf  mny 
negotiation  ente^i  into  with  France  waseitheir 
dangerous  in  itself  or  fatal  in  its  consequences. 

^  In  Answer  to  the  Fifth  Ardde;  the  sdd 
Earl  admits,  that  her  sacred  mijesty  qneea 
Anne  did,  in  due  form  of  laW|  alnd  uiKder  her 
great  seal,  constitute  the  right  reverend  John 
lord  bishop  of  Bristol  and  the  earl  of  Straf- 
ford; her  |>ienipotentiaries,  with  full  powers,  to 
meet,  treat,/ and  conclude,  with  the  plenipo^ 
tiaries  of  xhe  o^nfederates  and  those  whom 
the  French  king  should  on  his  part  depute  for 
that  purpose,  the  conditions  of  a  good  and 
^general  peace,  that  should  be  safe,  honourable, 
tmdi  as  tar  as  wasi  possible,  agreeable  to  the  rea- 
sonable demands^  of  all  parties ;  and  believes  in- 
BtFuctions  wj^re  prepared  and  delivered  to 
Aem,  wherein  they  were  instructed,  among 
other  things,  to  the  eflfect  in  the  said  article  set 
forth ;  and  is  firmlj  persuaded,  that,  when  the 
said  plenipoXenjjaries  were  so  instructed  to 
insist  tbat.Spainelnd  the  West  Indies  should 
not  be  allotted  to  the  house  of  Bourbon,  no 
treaty  had  been  negotiated  and  agreed,  that 
Spain  and  the  West  Indies  should  remain  in  a 
branch  of  that  house;  and  he  has  reason 
to  bdieve,  (bat'at  the  time  when  the  said  in- 
structions were  given  to  her  majesty's  said 
plenipotentiaries,  there  was*just  ground  to  be- 
lieve that  king. Philip  would  l^  induced  to 
abandon  Spain  and  the  West  Indies,  and 
content  himself  with  the  dominions  of  Savoy 
«nd  the  kingdom  of  Sicily;  and  he  believes  be 
may  so  fyr  depend  on  his  memory  as  to  Say, 

*  That  he  heard  the  late  queen  declare,  she 

<  believed  the  prospect  king  Philip  had  of 
'  succeeding  to  toe  crown  of  France,  would  be 

<  an  inducement  Co  him  to  be  easy  with  that 

*  allotment ;'  and  it  seemed  probable,  that  the 
additibn  of  the  dominions  of  Savoj  to  the 
crown  of  France,  in  case  king  Philip  should 
succeed  to  it,  would  be  esteemed  bv  the 
French  court  as  a  thing  more  to  be  aesired 
by  them,  than  that  Spain  and  the  Indies 
should  remain  in  the  possession  of  a  younger 
prince  of  the  house  of  Bourbon,  under  the 
condition  of  his  renouncing  the  right  he  would 
have  ^^o  the  crown  of  France  if  the  eldest 
branch  should  fail.  These  seem  to  him  to 
have  been  her  majesty's  views  at  the  time 
when  the  said  instructions  were  given  to  the 
bishop  of  Bristol  and  the  earl  of  Strafford  s 
and  he  therefore  beli^vesj  that]  whoever  con- 
trived or  prepared  the  same,  did  prepare  them 
conformable  to  her  majesty's  real  sentiments, 
and  was  far  from  any  thought  or  design  to 
abuse  the  royal  authority,  delude  the  States 
General,  prgudice  his  imperial  majesty  or  any 
of  the  allies,  or  carry  on  the  measures  of 
France.  And  if  king  Philip  afterwards,  upon  in- 
formation that  the  then  Dauphin  was  likelv  to' 
live^  or  at  the  pressing  instances  of  the  Spa- 
niards and  influence  of  Spanish  councils, 
or  upon  any  other  motives,  refused  to  accept 
of  Savoy  and  Sicilv^  and  chose  rather  to  re* 
nounce  the  French  monarchy;  bethinks  no 


person  who  acts  to  the  service  of  tiba  ctowsi 
can  be  safe>  if  it  may  bcxfaar^  on  bios  as  a 
crime,  that  he  advised  intructions,  wbtofa,  bj 
intervening  circumstances,  afterwaitis  bacame 
improper:  .but  be  the  said  eari  doth  not 
admit  that  he  contrived  or  prepared  tfaa 
said  instructions,  or  was  ponsenting  or  adviskif 
to  the 'contriving  or  prepariiy  of  thiim,  or 
prevailed  on  her  majesty  to  sign  them ;  oaudi 
less  that  he  abnsed  the  royal  authority  to  the 
ddusion  of  the  States  General,  or  intended  cbo 
prejoifice  of  his  imperial  majesty  or  aay  of 
the  allies,  o^  was  engaged  to  carry  on  the  mea- 
sures of  France,  or  bad,  when  the  said  in* 
structions  were  prepared,  Mgotiated  or  agreed 
with  the  ministers  of  France,  that  Spain  and 
the  West  Indies  should  remain  in  a  braocb 
of  the  House  of  Bourbon,  or  had  prevailed 
on  her  knajesty  to  be  party  to  any  pnyato* 
treaty  wherein  the  same  is  necessarily  implied^ 
If  the  plenipotentiaries  were  instructed,  *  That 
<  in  c^se  the  enemy  should  object,  that  the 
'second  article  of  the  seven  signed  b^  mem* 
'  sieur  Mesnager  implied  the  (hike  of  Anjoo 

*  should' continue  on  the  throne  of  Spaio,  to 
'insist  that  those  articles    were   binding    to 

*  France,  but  laid  neither  the  queen  nor  bar 
'  allies  under  any  obligation  ;*  the  said  eari 
doth  not  apprehend  bow  an  instruction  to.  her 
majesty's  plenipotentiaries,  to  m^ke  a  jost 
answer  to  a  Mie  inference  that  might  happea 
to  be  drawn  by  the  eneipy  from  tl^  words  of 
such  an  article,  can  be  interpreted  an  entmng 
into  a  confederacy  or  collusion  with  the  minbH 
ters  of  the  enemy  ;  or  that  her  majesty's  coa^ 
sent  to  such  instructions  could  imply  any  desoga 
to  impose  dn  his  imperial  majesty  or  the  alliesi, 
or  to  conceal  any  negooiations  between  Great 
Britain  and  France.  But  the  said  earl  is  cois- 
fident  it  will  not  appear,  by  an?  of  his  actions, 
on  the  strictest  scrutiny,  that  he  ever,  entered 
into  any  confoderacy  or  collusion  with  the 
ministers  of  the  enemy,  or  prevailed  on   the 

Sueen  to  give  her  consent  thmto,  or  bad  any 
esigns  to  impose  upon  his  imperial  miyesty  or 
any  of  the  allies,  or  ever  was  privy  to  any 
secret  negotiations  or  separate  treaty  between 
Great  Britain  and  France,^whereby,eitberio|be 
befere-mentioned  or  in  any .  other  partiadaii, 
any  reproach  could  be. brought  on  the  <^owb 
of  these  realms,  or  any  treaties  wherein  ber 
majesty  was  engaged  to  her  allies  were  Tkn 
lated. 

*'  In  Answer  to  the.  Sixth  Article;  the  said 
Eari  doth  admit,  that  after  the  confiarenoes  of 
peace  between  the  plenipotentiaries  of  tbe 
allies  and  those  of  the  enemy  for  nefptiattag 
a  general  peace  were  opeited,  wherein  hd  is 
persuaded  her  majesty  and  her  ministers  did 
act  in  perfect  confidence  with  the  allies^  ia 
order  to  promote  dieir  coaimon  interest,  and 
to  obtain  Urom  the  enemy  all  just  andreaaao- 
able  satisfaction,  the  progress  of  the  said  nt 
tiation  was  delayed  by  debates  oonoeniing  i 
enemies  refusal  to  ^ve  their  answer  in  wrkMg 
to  tbt  demands  of  the  idii^;  but  ha  dotb  not 
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know  timt  any  of  the  mioisten  of  Great 
BiitaiD  did,  li^  any  enconrasement  or  coo- 
comaoe,  contnlnteihereaoto.  And  if  during 
tbit  time  her  majesty  thoaght  fit  to  authorize 
any  9f  1^  ministers  to  write  or  negotiate 
■poo  any  particular  points  relating  to  the 
peace,  directly  from  England  to  Trance,  in 
•rder  to  facilitate  the  general  negotiation  of 
peace,  which  he  the  said  earl  doth  not  admit 
to  bate  been  done  by  his  privity  :  yet  he  the 
tftid  earl  do(;h  not  apprehend  that,  by  the 
esnstitution  of  the  kingdom  or  any  law  in 
bei(^  the  queen  was  debarred  from  doing  so; 
•r  tnty  by  con»titutine  the  said  plenipoten* 
tiariei,  she  had  s(^i^r  delegated  to  them  her 
rojal  authority, '^s  to  be  di^bledy  without  re-. 
nSdng  their  commiwioni  to  treat  or  negotiate 
any  matters  conducing'  to.  that  end,  In  such 
•tfaer  manner  aa  she  should  think  fit.  The 
nid  eari  saith,  That  he  did  not  advise^  con- 
tiife  ar  promote,  any  private,  separate,  or 
n^oaiifiahle  negotiation  with  France;  nor 
^h  be  know  any  negotiation  relating  to  the 
peace  was  carried  on  without  communication 
tbtreof  to  the  allies.  And  the  said  earl  denies 
ibat  be  ever  assomed  regal  authority ;  or  that 
ke  treated  of  peace  with  France  in  auy 
aanaer  that  could  be  liable  to  such  impu- 
tatioo  ;'pr  did  promote  the  design  of  the  ene- 
my, to  Hhe  destroctipn  of-  the  common  cause 
af  her  mi^esty  .  or  of  her  allies,  contrary  to 
the  liws  or  constitution  of  thb  kipgdom,  oV  in 
TiolatioB-of  an^  of  the  alliances  her  majesty 
AtpdengBi^  m,  or  cf  the  assurances  given 
VjrberjB^esty,  or  of  her  instructions  to  her 
pleoipotentiaries ;  or  that  any  terms  of  peace 
««e  by  bim  at  any  time  ooncertedy  prau- 
didal  to  the  interest  of  her  majesty,  or  her 
longiionis  or  allies,  or  whereby  the  good  effects 
of  tbe  g^eral  negotiation  were  defeated. 

*' In  Answer  to  the  Seyenth  Article  the  said 
SeH  saitb.  That  he  never  advised  betlate  majes- 
ty toaccmt  of  a  treaty  with  France,  on  a  sup- 
ppsitioo  that  the  Spanish  monarchy  should  coo- 
^iMe  in:the  possession  of  a  branch  of  the 
^KMiae  of  Bourbon  ;  nor  did  he  advise  pr  carry 
oaaoy  private  or  separate  negedation  witn 
^  Fcaaos,  on  the  subject  of  a  renunciation  to  be 
«Hideby  the  duke  of  Anjoo  of  the  right  ,he 
BU|bt  have  to  the  kingdom  of  France,  and  t&at 
■>cb  reminciatioB  should  be  the  security 
*Suittt  the  re-union  of  the.twjo  kingdoms;  or 
tbat  by  bis  coonaek  her  majesty  was  prevailed 
•D  to  accept,  andfiaaUy  to  conclude  and  rati^, 
AtNst^  of  peace  with  France,  wherein  thesaid 
*^>Hui^ation  is  taken  as  a  sufficient  expedient 
^  pteveot  the  mischiefii  that  threatened  all 
Jovope,  m  case  the  crowns  of  France  and> 
Spaiaibould  be  united  upon  the  bead  of  one 
ttd  tbe  same  person ;  nor  doth  he  know  that^ 
«pg  tissaid  aegjociation,  any  such  memorial 
^  ^  Mid  article  is  set  foftb,  waa  transmitted 
■J  the  laid  monsieur  d»  Torcy  to  any  of  her 
UJa^t/s  principad  secretaries  of  state  r  but 
«*•  said  earl  dotli  freely  acknowledge;  that, 
Uttbid  been  called  upon  to  give  hb  opinion 


concerning  the  leavinf^  of  Spain  and  the  West 
ladies  in  the  possession  or  a  branch  of  the 
house  of  Bourbon,  and  accepting  tbe  renun- 
ciation of  his  right  to  the  kingdom  of  France 
by  the  dukeof  Anjou;  he  douinot  atnresent 
see  any  reason  why  he  might  not  have  be^  of 
opihion  for  leaving  Spa^n  and  the  West  Indies 
to'  the  present  possessor^  and  acceptioe  the 
renunciation,  rather  than  have  continuea  the 
war,  so  burthensome  to  the  people,  and  im* 
practicable  upon  the  foorbn  whieh  it  then  stood; 
especially  since  all  endeavours  to  remove  him 
by  treaties  or  fosce  had  so  long  proved  inef- 
fectual :  and  in  case  any  such  memorial  as  it 
set  forth  in  the  said  article  was  sent  by  any 
minister  of  France  to  the  secretary  of  the  late 
t)ueen,  he  should  look  upoa  tlie  same  as  % 
proof  of  tbe  earnestness  of^tbe  court  of  France 
to  avoid  such  renunciation,  which  mi^t  more 
effectually  prevent  au  possibility  of  annexing 
the  crown  of  Spain  to  thatx>f  France.  But, 
whatever  inducements  might  be  fqr  sudi  a  me- 
morial  (if  any  such  was  transmitted),  th^  said 
earl  doth  affirm,  that  he  never  gave  any  coun- 
sels, by  which  the  interest  of  the  common  cause 
could  be  betrayed  into  the  bands  of  the  enemy  ; 
nor  doth  he  thmkit  was  possible,  by  any  power 
and  influence,  to  engage  her  majesty  to  become 
party  with  France  in- any  deceit ;  but  whatevef 
credit  he  at  any  time  had  by  her  favour,  he  al- 
ways used  it,  with  the  utmost  sincerity,  fisg 
her  service  and  the  good  of  her  people." 

'<  In  Answer  td  the  Eighth  Article ;  the  said 
Earl  believes  that  her, late  majesty  qaeenr 
Anne  did,  on  the  7th  day  of  December  in  tbe 
year  of  our  Lord  1711,  recommend  it  from  the 
throne,  '^  That  provision  might  be  naade'  for  an 
early  campaign,  in  order  to  carry  on  the  war 
with  vigour,  and  as  the  best  way  to  render  the 
treat^f  of  peace  effectual ;  and  be  doth  believe 
that,  in  order .  thereto,  supplies  were  granted, 
and  magasunes  provided  at  a  great  expence,  for 
an  eifrly  campaign ;  and  that  in  pursnanoe 
thereof,  her  majesty  might ,  send  some  general 
officers  to  explain  ^er  intentions  to  her  allies  ; 
and  likewise  mstructed  her  general  tbe  duke  o£ 
OrmondCD  declare  her  resolutions  of  carrying 
on  the  war,  and  to  concert  virith  tbe  generala 
of  the  allies  the  proper  measures  for  entering 
upon  action :  and  he  doth  believe  that  the  confe-^ 
derate  army  was  provided  with  all  necessaries; 
but  whether  the  said  army  had  approached,  or 
bow  near  they  had  approached,  to  the  enemy  ; 
whether  they  had  any,  or  what  superiority  aa 
to  the  number  of  troops ;  or,  what  likelihood 
there  was  that  they  would  have  been  able,  ei- 
ther by  battle  or  siege,  to  ^have  bettered  the 
affairs  of  the  allies,  or  to  have  fiicilitated  tbe 
negodations  of  peace,  the  said  earl  is  not  able 
to  say  :  but  it  most  be  obvious  to  every  one, 
that  any  miscarriajge  or  disaster  on  the  part  of 
the  4dlies,iit  such  a  juncture,  must  have  been 
fatal  to  them ;  and  though  the  divine  assistance 
had  been  very  remarkable  in  the  many  victories 
her  majesty's  forces  had  obtained,  ^et  her  ma? 
jest/s  piety  was  so  great,  tbat  it  is  not  likely 
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shesfatHilcl^  without  tbr  greatest  necesmcjr,  have 
betB'wiHiiis  to  bave  tempted  that  Prmridence 
wkich  bad  been  so  signal  in  her  favour,  by  ha- 
sarding  the  blood  of  hersubjects,  at  a  tune  wlien 
0he  had  90  near  a  prospect  of  the  cooclusion  of 
a  peace :  and  the  said  earl  beliefes  it  might  be 
owing  to   this  piety  of  the  queeo,    and   her 
knowledge  of  soase  impertmnt  matters  then  de- 
pending, that  directions  were  sent  to  the  duke 
of  Ormond  (if  any  such  were  sent)  to  a^d 
'engaging  in  any  siege,  or  hazarding  any  battle, 
till  further  orders ;    which  he  sopposeth   her 
ini^esty  might  do  upon  any  causes  she  thought 
proper,  as  well  as  the  deputiet  of  the  States  ; 
who  as  the  said  earl  hath  been  informed,  have 
often    refused   to   engage  in  Biege  >or   battle 
upon  such  ground  as  they  alone  thought  fit, 
when  their  own  generals  and  (he  generals  of  the 
other  allies  were  of  opinion  they  had  a  visible 
advantage  of  the  enemy,  and  might  engage  in 
such  siege  or  battle  with  great  probability  of 
success.  But  he  doth  affirm,  that  the  ministers 
of  Fiiance  never  represented  to  him,  or  to  any 
others  ae  far  as  he  knows,  during  any  negoda- 
ttou,  any  apprehensions  they  had  from   the 
bravery  and  good  disposition  of  the  confederate 
4irmy;nor  was  he  ever  informed  of  any  sore  pros- 
pect, which,  it  isalledged  the  army  of  the  confe- 
derates then  had,  of  gaining  new  conquests  over 
the  army  of  France,  or  whereby  they  woulfl 
Imve  been  enabled  to  have  forced  any  better 
terms  of  peace  than  there  was  at  that '  time' 
likelihood  of,  but,  on  the  contrary,  he  has  been 
informed,  that  the  forces  of  France  were  Su- 
perior in  number  to  those  of  the  confederates, 
•specially  in  horse.     However,  the  said  earl 
.  dotii  not  admit  that  he  did  advise  or  consent 
-  that  any  order  should  be  dispatched   in  her 
majesty's  name  to  the  duke  of  Ormond  to  the 
aforementioned  effect ;  nor  had  he  any  view  or 
design  to  dbappoint  the  expectations  of  the 
allieS)  or  to  give  success  to  any  secret  negotia-^ 
tions  with  the  ministers  of  France?  The  said 
earl  likewise  denies  that  he  did  consent  or  ad- 
vise that  orders  should  be  sent  to  the  bishop  of 
Bristol,  one  of  her  majesty's  plenipotentiaries 
tben  at  Utrecht,  to  declare  to  the  Efkitch  minis- 
ters, ^That  her  majesty    looked  on    herself, 

*  from  their  conduct,  to  be  then  under  no  ob- 

*  ligation  whatsoever  to  them.'  He  doth  not 
know  what  alarm  the  allies  might  take,  or  what 
wjn'esentatioas  they  made  to  the  bishop  of 
Bristol  of  their  dissatisfaction  or  consternation ; 
but  doubts  not  the  said  bishop  would  readily 
represent  what  they  desired,  thou^  such  re- 
preMntation  made  by  bis  lordship,  if  any  such 
there  was,  fell  not  under  the  knowledge  of  the 
Mid  earl ;  nor  doth  he  admit  that  any  applica- 
tion of  that  kind  was  made  to  him :  And  in 
case  the  States  General  made  such  address 
directly  to  her  majesty,  by  a  letter  of  the  5th 
day  of  June,  as  in  the  said  article  is  set  forth  ; 
he  the  said  earl,  not  bein^  acquainted  there- 
with, could  neither  4idvise  her  majesty  to 
hearken'  to  the  instances  therein  made,  nor  to 
disregard  or  reject  the  same.  H$  saith,  he 
never  entered  into  measures  for  tht' advance- 


ment of  the  interest  of  tb^  common  enetny  ;  or 
eouBteoanced,  e^onraged,  advised,  or  pn>> 
nkoted,  any  negotiations  %Hib  France,  without 
participation  of  tfie  allies,  or  contrary  to  bei 
majesty's  engagement,  or  to  thc^  rain  of  tbe 
GomuBon  cause ;  nor  is  he  conscious  to  himself 
that  he  ever  gave  any  counsels,  by  which  the 
progress  of  the  victorious  arms  of  the  confeder- 
ates was  stopped,  or  auy  opportunity  lost  for 
conquering  the  enemy,  or  which  had  any  ten- 
dency to  destroy  the  confidence  between  her 
niajesty  and  her  allies,  or  make  the  Freocb 
king  master  of  the  negotiations  of  peace ;  or 
which  could  put  the  a&irs  of  Europe  into  his 
hands. 

^In  Answer  to  tbe  Ninth  Artide;tfae  said  Ead 
denies  he  was  privy  or  consenting  to  any  coo- 
cert  with  tbe  ministers  of  Fraace,  for  the  sr- 
parating  the  troops  in  her  majesty's  pay  fron 
the  rest  of  the  confederate  army  :  and,  not 
being  privy  to  auy  such  concert,  he  hopes  it 
will  not  be  imputed  to  him  as  %nj  want  of 
duty,  that  he  did  not  advise  against  such  a 
proceeding.  He  denies  also  that  ha  ever  en- 
tertained the  least  design  of  imposing  npon  the 
allies  any  necessity  of  submitting  to  tlie  terns 
of  France,  or  of  leaving  the  confederate  army 
to  the  mercy  of  the  enemy  :  or  that  heifid  coo- 
sent,  or  advise  her  majesty,  that  tbe  duke  of 
Ormond  and  the  troops  in  her  majesty's  paj, 
or  such  of  them  as  would  obey  his  orders 
should  separate  themselves  from  the  army 
of  the  confederates.  The  said  earl  hata 
been,  informed,  and  believes  it  to  be  true^ 
that  the  imperial  general  and  some  other 
generals  did  propose  to  the  duke  of  Omood, 
in  June  or  July  in  the  year  1712,  to  decamp 
from  the  ground  where  tiey  lay,  aqdto  proceed 
towards  Landrecy,  in  order  to  form  the  siege  of 
that  place  :  and  that  the  duke  of  Ormood 
thought  it  not  proper  to  consent  thereto,  and 
gave  notice  to  the  said  generals,  *  that,  if  ihey 
'*  decamped,  they  must  not  expect  him  to  fblloir 
'  them.'  And  the  said  earl  believes  insuacet 
may  be  given,  where  generals  of  ot^er  poten- 
tates in  the  alliohte  have  refused  to  comply 
with  what  lias  been  proposed  to  tbem  by  tM^* 
late  majesty's  general.'  The  said  earl  hath 
likewise  heard,  that  notwithstanding  such  no- 
tice from  tfie  duke  of  Ormond,  the  said  ge- 
nerals separated  themselves  and  their  forces 
from  the  said  duke,  and  marched  towards  Iao- 
drecy  witltout  him ;  and  that  the  said  dnke 
continued  for  some  time  in  his  former  caoip 
after  such  separation ;  and  that  the  gei^eraJi  of 
the  auxiliary  troops  paid  by  her  majesty,  al- 
though required  by  the  said  duke  of  Ormood 
•nder  whose  command  they  then  were,  to  con-- 
tinoe  with  him  and  to  obey  his  orders,  refused 
so  to  do.  He  the  said  earl'  supposes  it  mi^ 
proceed  from  her  majesty's  resentment  of  that 
instancie  of  disobedience  in  theaoxiliary  troops 
to  the  commands  of  her  general,  that  she  did 
not  think  fit  immediately  to  pay  the'  arrears  of 
those  forces  which  had  so  obstinately  withdrawn 
themselves  fson   her  geoeral,  and  marched 
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Witbbot  hfm  towards  Landrecy  ;  as  not  appre- 
bending  herself  obliged  by  any  co inventions, 
or  tic  provision  of  any  act  of  parDament,  so  to 
db.  But,  whatever  might  be  the  causes  or  oo 
c»ions  of  her  majestf 's  resentment,  the  said 
earisaith,  tbat  he,  being  in  the  office  of  high 
treasurer  under  her  miyesty,  coold  not  by  the 
duty  of  his  place,  issue  out  any  monies  without 
a  proper  warrant  or  authority  from  her  majes- 
ty :  and  denies  that  he  ever  received  any  war- 
rant or  authority  from  her  majesty  for  issuing 
any  sUm  or  sums  of  mtHiey,  for  or  towards  the 
p^j  or  sobsidies  on  account  of  the  said  foreign 
troops  who  had  so  separated ;  without  which, 
the  issuing  or  directing  any  monies  for  the  pay- 
otAit  of  them  bad  been  a  violation  pf  his  duty. 
Ati^  the  said  earl  denies  that  he  did  at  any 
dme  refuse  or  put  a  stop  to  any  such  pay  or 
nbsidies ;  but,  oo  the  contrary,  when  the 
flfinisters  of  the  princes,  to  whom  those  forces 
belonged,  did  apply  fb|r  the  pavment  of  the  said 
troops,  the  sdd  earl  desired  them  to  make  ap- 
plication to  ber  majesty  for  the  necessary  war- 
rants, in  order  thereunto.  And  as  the  said 
ekri  had  no  n(/ticeof  any  separation  intended 
between  her  majesty's  forces  and  those  of  the 
tOies  before  the  same  was  made ;  so  he  abso- 
lutely denies  that,  by  his  advice  or  counsel;  or 
with  his  privity,  any  such  separsition  whs 
itisde ;  ana  humbly  apprehends,  that  he  ou^ht 
not  in  justice  to  be  cnarged  with  any  conse- 
quences of  it.  He  believes  that  the  forces  of 
some  of  the  allies  were  engaged  in  the  unfor- 
tonatc  action  of  Denain;  and  that  the  siege  of 
Laodrecy  was  raised,  and  the  towns  ofQuesnoy, 
Bbaehain,  and  Doway,'were  some  time  after 
re-taken  by  the  French  army.  But  whether 
those  disasters  might  not  have  been  prevented 
by  a  compliance  with  the  measures  her  majesty 
bad  taken  for  the  common  good,  the  said  earl 
Esbmits  to  your  lordships. 

^  In  Answer  to  the  Tenth  Article  ;  the  said 
Earl  denies  that  he  did  carry  on  or  concert  with 
tb^miniisters  of  France  a  private  or  separate 
negouation  for  a  general  suspension  by  sea  and 
land  between  Great  Britain  and  France;  or 
that  he  did  advise  ber  majesty  to  send  over 
Henry  vistiotmt  Bplingbroke  to  the  court  of 
France,  with  powers  to  settle  sucb  suspension ; 
hot  hath  beeo  informed,  and  believes  it  mav 
be  trpe,  that,  about  the  19th  of  August,  N.  S. 
171S,  a  suspension  of  arms  was.  agreed  on  in 
France,  by  the  said  viscount  Bolingbroke  on 
ber  majesty's  part,  for  four  months  :  but  whe- 
ther such  agreement  was  made  without  the 
knowledge  or  participation  of  her  roajesty^s 
iffiO)  or  how  far  the  terms  of  peace  were  then 
Mttled  with  France,  either  for  fereat  Britain  or 
the  allies,  the  said  earl  is  not  able  to  set  forth ; 
bttt,  from  the  informations  be  hath  received  of 
t&U  aSair,  believes  it  will  appear  that  the  said 
VB^sibn  was  a  continuation  only  of  a  former 
>^Ment  ibr  a  cassation  of  arms,  which  had 
^^  QOt  only  communicated  to  the  allies,  but 
iifc which  they  h«4  been  invited:  and  believes 
^  maiestr  ou^  ^be  indoced  to  dtt ira  such 
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cessation,  as  what  was  usual  amongst  princes 
and  states  in  war,  duriug  negotiations  of  peace, 
by  which  nienns  the  British  merchants  enjoyed 
a  free  trade,  and  had  an  opportunity  of  carry- 
ing the  merchandizes  of  other  countries  to  se- 
veral parts  of  Europe,  as  the  Dutch  had  done 
during  the  war  :  And  therefore  the  said  earl 
doth  not  conceive  that  her  majesty,  by  the  said 
suspension,  did  in  the  least  intend  the  Violation 
of  any  treaties  between  her  and  her  allies,  or 
td  deprive  them  of  any  assistance  to  which  they 
were  entitled,  or  expose  them  to  the  insults  of 
the  common  enemy  ;  ngr  doth  he  discern  how 
these  consequences  could  ensue,  without  the 
default  of  the  allies  themselves ;  much  less  how 
the  ties  of  union  and  friendship  between  her 
majesty  and  them  were  cut  asunder,  or  her 
majesty's  person  or  government,  or  the  safety 
of  her  kingdoms,  or  the  protectant  succession, 
were  exposed  thereby :  but  ^he  said  earl  assures 
himself,  that  he  shall  never  stand  chargeable 
with  any  consequences  of  such  suspension, 
which  he  never  advised;  nor  did  he  the  said 
carl'  ever  entertain  the  knst  thought  or  design 
of  occnsionii^  the  destruction  of  the  common 
cause  of  Europe,  or  hindering  her  majesty  from 
resuming  the  war  against  France  in  conjunc- 
tion with  her  allies,  if  it  had  been  so  thought 
fit  or  of  weakening  the  union  between  her  mib* 
Jesty  and  them. 

"  In  Answer  to  the  Eleventh  Article ;  the  said 
Earl  saith,  he  believes  it  to  be  true,  that,  in 
or  about  the  months  of  September  or  Oct'iber 
1718,  the  States  General  were  in  possession  6f 
the  town  and  fortress  of  Toumay  :  and  that 
her  majesty,  in  her  instructions  oi  December 
23, 1711,  to  ber  plenipoleotianes  at  Utrecht^ 
did  direct  them  to  insist  with  the  plenipotentia- 
ries of  prance,  in  the  general  Congress,  '  That 

*  towards  forming  a  barrier  for  the  States  Ge- 
'  neral,  Toumay  should  remain  to  the  States  f 
and  doth  believe  the  French  king  did  at  one 
time  incline  thereunto  ;  but  doth  not  know 
that  her  majesty,  in  her  speech  in  the  said 
article  mentioned,  did  declare  herself  as  in 
the  said  article  is  set  forth.  The  said  earl  ad- 
mits that,  until  and  after  the  months  of  Sep- 
tember and  October  1711,  there  was  open 
war  between  lier  late  majesty  and  the  French 
king,  and  that  during  such  war  the  French 
king  and  his  subjects  were  enemies  ro  the  late 
queen  :  but  the  said  earl  hath  been,  informed, 
and  believes,  that  full  oowers  were  given  by 
her  majesty  and  the  States  General  of  the 
United  Provinces  to, their  respective  ministers, 
and  by  the  French  king  to  his  ministers,  to 
negotiate  and  treat  of  peace  between  her  ma- 
jesty and  the  States  Generd  and  the  said 
French  king,  upon  which  negotiations  a 
peace  was  afterwards,  concluelfd  between 
them  ;  during  which  negotiations,  he  hath 
heard  that  the  French  king  did  insist  upon  the 
yielding  up  the  town  and  fortress  of  Tournay, 
by  the  States  to  him;  and  the  said  States  , 
General  desired  her  aajesty*s  interposition 
with  the  French  kiog  on  tUeir  J^cholf;  aud 
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that,  at  SQch  request,  her  majesty  interposed 
her  best  offices  on  behalf  of  the  States  Gene- 
ral; and  did  at  last  prevail,  that  the  said 
town  and  fortress  of  Tournay  should  be  (and 
he  believes  the  same  is)  continued  to  theStktes 
General,  as  part  of  their  harrier.  But  the 
said  earl  absolutely  denies  that  he  did  desigu 
to  give  aid  or  succour,  or  to  adhere  to  the 
French  king  ;  or  that  he  did  in  or  about  the 
month  of  October  1712,  or  at  any  otHer  time 
during  the  said  war,  aid,  help,  or  assist,  or 
adhere  to  the  said  French  king ;  or  that  he 
did  ever  counsel  or  advise  the  said  eneroy,  in 
what  manner,  or  by  what  methods  the  said 
town  and  fortress  of  Tournay,  or  either  of 
them,  might  be  gained  from  tne  States  Gene- 
ral to  the  French  king,  in  manner  and  form  as 
in  the  said  article  is  charged:  On  the  con- 
trary, be  the  said  earl  did  use  his  best  offices  to 
preserve  the  said  town  and  fortress  of  Tournay 
to  the  States  General.  But  the  said  earl 
saith,  that,  during  the  negotiations  of  the  late 
peace,  he  had  the  honour  to  be  one  of  her  said 
late  majebty's  privy  council :  ^nd  whatever 
counsel  or  advice  he  gave  relating  to  any  terms 
of  the  said  peace,  he  aptcd  therein  as  a  privy 
counsellor  and  minister  of  state,  and  no  other- 
wise ;  and  doth  insist,  that  for  any  privy  couu- 
Bellor,  or  minister  of  state,  during  the  negotia- 
tions of  peace,  to  advise  or  negotiate  concern- 
ing the  yielding  or  giving  up  any  town,  pro- 
▼ince,  or  dominion,  upon  the  conclusion  of  the 
peace,  as  part  of  the  terms  and  conditions  of 
iuch  peace,  is  not  high  treason  by  any  law  of 
tifts  realm  ;  and  that  such  construction  might 
hereafter  deprive  the  crown  of  the  advice  and 
assistance  of  several  member^  of  the  privy 
council  in  matters  of  rhe  greatest  importance, 
by  deterring  them  from  giving  such  advice  as 
by  their  oaths  and  the  duty  of  their  place  they 
are  obliged  to  do ;  would  overthrow  all  means 
of  restoring  amity*  between  princes,  and  render 
the  law  in  case  of  high  treason  uncertain  (which 
by  reason  of  its  being  the  most  penal,  ought  to 
be  most  plain)  ;  and  would  be  highly  danger- 
ous and  destructive  to  the  lives  and  liberties 
of  the  subject. 

*'  In  Answer  to  the  Twelfth  Article ;  the  said 
Earl,  not  admitting  that  her  late  majesty  queen 
Anne  stood  engaged  by  treaties  in  manner  ns 
in  the  said  article  is  alledged ;  but  referring 
himself  to  the  treaties  when  they  shall  be  pro- 
duced ;  for  answer,  denies  that  he  did  in  any 
of  the  years  ITIO.  1711,  and  1712,  pr  at 
any  other  time,  aia,  help,  assist,  or  adhere 
to,  the  duke  of  Anjou  in  th0  said  article 
naiped;  or  advise  or  counsel  any  of  the 
enemies  of  her  said  late  majesty,  or  concert 
with  any  of  them,  or  promote  the  yielding 
or  giving  up  Spain  and  the  West  Indies, 
or  any  part  thereof,  to  the  said  duk«  of 
Anjou,  in  manner  and  forn^  as  in  the  said 
article  is  alledged.  And  the  said  earl  saith,  as 
ih  his  answer  to  the  eleventh  Article  he  hath 
already  said,  that  during  the  negotiations  of 
ibe  late  peace,  he  had  the  honour  to  be  one  of 


her  said  late  mi^esty's  privy  cooodl; 
whatever  counsel  or  advice  he  gavereladog  to 
any  terms  of  the  said  peace,  he  acted  therein 
as  a  privy  counsellor  and  minister  of  state,  and 
no  otherwise;  and  insist3  as  in  his  answer  to 
the  eleventh  Article  he  bus  insisted. 

"  In  Answer  to  the  Thirteenth  Article;  the 
said  Earl  admits,  that  the  flourishing  conditjon 
of  trade  and  navigation  contributes  mach  to 
the  riches,  power,  and  strength,  of  these  kio^ 
doms ;  and  believes  that  her  late  majesty  had 
a  just  regard  thereto,  and  a  sincere  desire  to 
obtain  some  advantages  therein  for  her  people  ; 
and  Hid  make  the  several  declarations  from  the 
throne,  set  forth  in  this  Article :  and  that  both 
houses  of  parliament  did  from  time  to  time 
express  their  grateful  acknowledgements  to 
her  majesty,  for  the  great  care  and  concern 
for  the  welfare  of  her  people ;  and  believes 
her  majesty  might  think  it  reasonable,  con- 
sidering the  share  and  burden  she  and  her 
people  had  sustained  in  the  war,  that  France 
should  in  the  first  place  adjust  the  interesu  of 
Great  Britain,  which  were  to  be  secured  on 
the  conclusion  of  a  general  peace;  bat  the 
said  earl  doth  not  know,  or  believe,  that,  at 
the  setting  on  foot,  or  in  the  progress  of,  may 
negociation  between  the  ministers  of  Greac 
Britain  and  Franoe,  it  was  laid  down  as'a  princi- 
ple, that  France  should  in  the  first  place  consent 
to  adjust  the  interests  of  Great  Britain,  to  the. 
intent  that  the  ministers  o£ Great  Britain  mi^t 
thereby  be  enabled  to  engage  the  queen  to 
make  the  conclusion  of  the  peace  easj  to 
France;  nor  doth  he  know  that  hny  ooo« 
cessions  were  made  by  the  ministers  of  Greet 
Britain  with  intent  to  proinote  the  interests 
of  France  against  the  allies ;  or  that  any  mee- 
sures  were  entered  into  or  concerted  between 
them,  in  order  to  strengthen  the  hands  of 
the  French,  or  to  enable  them  to  imposs  the 
terms  of  a  general  peace:  and  the  said  eed 
doth  absolutely  deny  that  he  was  engaged  in 
concert  with  France,  in  any  negotiation  de- 
structive to  his  country ;  or  that  be  ever  had 
the  least  imagination/or  thought  tending  that 
way,  or  to  the  sacrificing  the  commerce  of 
Great  Britain  to  the  aggrandizement  of  France; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  he  hath  always  had  the 
most  real  and  smcere  desires  to  secure  and  ad- 
vance the  commerce  of  Great  Britain,  and  to 
preserve  his  country;  in  whone  service  be  hath 
been  always  ready  to  sacrifice  himself  and 
every  private  interest  whatsoever.  And  the 
said  earl  is  not.  conscious  to  himsdf  of  any 
want  of  duty,  either  in  not  insisting  upon,  er 
not  procuring,  the  most  certain  securities  that 
could  be  obtained,  for  the  safety  and  adnu»« 
tage  of  the  commerce  ef  these  kingdoms: 
and  the  said  earl  doth  not  admit,  that  be  did 
advise  her  late  majesty  that  any  propoiittooe 
should  be  sent  by  Mr.  Prior  to  France;  o» 
that  any  private  qr  separate  treaty,  or  the 
preliminary  articles,  which  are  saiid  to  be 
signed  the  37th  day  of  September  1711,  dioohl 
be  signed :   but  the  sai^^earl  hath  beea  im« 
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fonncd  ind  belierefy  that  m  a  paper,  inrirled, 

*  The  Answer  of  France  to  the  demraiUs  of 
'  Oreat  Bnudn  more  particalarlj,'  it  is  said, 
'  Hat  the  entire  restitution  of  Newfoundland 
'and   of  the  Bay  and  Streights  of  Hudson 

*  was  dentanded  for  the  English ;'  and  that 
the  French  king's  answer  was,  '  That  the  dif- 

*  cMsion  of  that  article  should  be  referred  to 
'  the  general  conferences  of  the  peace ;  pro- 
'  Tided  the  liberCj  of  fishing  and  drying  of 
^  codfish  upon  the  Isle  of  Newfoundland  should 

*  be  reserved  to  the  French:'  and  the  said  earl 
conctiyet  that  paper  not  conclusive :  but  was 
to  be  the  sut^ect  of  fiitnre  conforences,  where- 
in the  whole  matter  might  be  entirely  con- 
sdcared;  and  conseqnently,  that  the  entering 
into  conferencte  on  that  paper,  was  not  the 
yielding  to  the  French  liberty- oi  fishing  and 
drying  fisb  on  Newfoundland,  which  they  in« 
sisted  on : '  and  the  said  earl  denies  that  be 
adfised  the  demands  of  Great  Britain,  in 
point  of  commerce,  should  be  made  in  loose, 
geaeral  or  insufficient  terms ;  or  that  he  ad- 
vised the  liberties  insisted  on  by  the  French 
sbonid  be  ci^en  op  to  France,  as  in  the  said 
aftide  is  alledged :  and  he  believes,  that  when 
it  is  cennderea  what  advantages  were  likely  to 
ensae  to  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain,  by 
the  Aaneoto  contract  and  the  liberty  of  trading 
to  the  Spanish  West  Indies,  by  the  cession  of 
Accadia,  the  Bay  and  Scrcights  of  Hudson, 
the  IsUod  of  St.  Christopher,  Newfoundland, 
the  lelaBd  of  St.  Peter,  with  other  adjacent 
islaiidsy  by  the  demolition  uf  Dunkirk,  and  the 
cession  of  Port  Mahone  and  Gibralur,  it  will 
Boi  be  tbongbt  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain 
was  neglected  by  her  majesty  in  the  late 
treatiea  of  peace;  and  as  the  said  earl  doth 
soikoow  that  France  was  at  any  time  master  of 
die  negotiations ;  so  he  denies  that  he  did  engage 
her  majesty  in  any  private  treaties  with  France 
witho«c  secnrity  for  the  commerce  of  Great 
IriiaiQ ;  or  that  he  did  contrive,  with  any  of 
the  ■anisters  of  France,  to  keep  in  suspense 
any  auUUn  that  concerned  the  said  com- 
■Mice;  or  that  he  was  any  ways  instrumental 
CO  die  preventing  any  advantages  6f  the  said 
OMMMTce  &om  (>eing  settled ;  or  that  he  en- 
deafoared  to  elude  any  thing  that  had  been 
amed  on  in  any  negotiations  for  the  benefit 
or  Great  Britain.  And  although  the  said 
earl  doth  not  admit  that  he  advised  the  ninth 
aitide  of  tba  treaty  of  commerce  with  France ; 
yet  be  begs  leave  to  observe,  that  nothing  is 
pocidvdy  stipalated  in  that  article;  hot  the 
whole  it  conditional,  and  left  to  be  deter- 
anaed  by  the  wisdom  of  parliament:  and 
hopes  it  will  never  be  thought  an  act  of 
trei^eryy  to  i^r  any  article  of  any  treaty 
Is  the  jodgmeat  and  consideration  of-  par- 
liwMBt,  wlMtever  judgment  the  parliament  shall 
dank  fit  to  make  thereon.  And  the  said  earl 
denies  that  he  advised  her  majesty  to  agree 
viUi  France,  that  the  subjects  of  France  should 
hwe  the  iiberQr  of  fishing  and  drying  fish  on 
Keefooadlaod;  but  the  said  earl  believes, 
teadnt  ber  ftite  majesty  agreed  with  France 


relating  thereto  will  not  seem  unreasonable, 
if  it  be  considered  that  the  French  long  ago 
clain)ed  a  right  to,  and  were  in  possession  of, 
great  part  of  Newfoundland ;  and  thatf  they  were 
allowed  to  continue  in  possession  thereof  by 
the  crown  of  England,  in  a  treaty  made  at 
Whitehall,  in  the  year  1696,  and  m  another 
treaty  made  at  Rjrswick  in  the  vear  1697 :  and 
the  said  earl  doth  not  know  that  such  agree- 
ment of  ber  majesty  is  contrary  to  the  expreie 
provision  of  any  tict  of  parliament;  since,  lie 
presumes,  the  act  made  m  the  10th  and  11th 
^ears  of  the  reign  of  king  William  the  Third, 
intided,  '  An  Act  to  encourage  the  Trade  of 
'  Newfoundland,'  xrannot  reasonably  be  in- 
tended or  construed  to  extend  to  any  part  of 
the  island,  other  than  what  was  at  the  time  of 
making  that  act  in  the  possession  of  the 
English ;  and  the  said  earl  is  informed,  that  at 
that  time  the  part  of  Newfoundland,  where 
the  subjects  of  France  are,  by  the  treaty 
of  Utrecht,  allowed  the  liberty  of  fishing  and 
drying  fish,  was  not  in  the  possession  of  the 
English.  The  said  earl  denies  that  he  advised 
her  majesty  to  make  a  cession  to  France  of  tha 
Isle  of  Cape  Breton;  or  that  he  advised  her 
majesty  to  consent  that  what  is  agreed  in  the 
treaty  of  -Utrecht  concerning  the  fishery  of 
Newfoundland  or  Cape  Breton  should  be  made 
an  article  in  that  treaty:  however,  the  said 
earl  doth  not  know  that  Cape  Breton  was 
part  of  the  territories  of  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain;  nor  doth  he  apprehend  that  her 
majesty,  who,  in  her  speech  from  the  throne, 
declared,  *  That  France  had  consented  to  make 
'  an  absolute  cession  of  Annapolis,  with  the 
'  rest  of  Nova  Scotia  or  Accadie,'  should 
be  understood  to  speak  of  Cape  Breton,  which 
is  no  part  of  that  continent,  but  an  island 
distinct  from  it.  The  said  earl  further  saith^ 
he  conceives  that  the  only  advantages  in  trade 
stipulated  for  Great  Britain  did  not  denend  on 
conditions  to  be  made  good  by .  act  or  parlia> 
ment;  on  the  contrary,  he  doubts  not  to 
make  it  appear,  that  many  advantages  in  trade 
were  stipulated  for  Great  Britain  in  the  lata 
treaties  of  peace  and  commerce,  which  have 
been  enjoyed  by  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain 
since  the  conclusion  of  the  said  treaties,  not- 
withstanding the  parliament  has  not  thouj^bt 
fit  to  make  any  act  to  enforce  the  ninth  article 
of  the  treaty  of  commerce  with  France ;  and 
the  said  earl  denies  that  by  his  counsel  the 
good  intentions  of  her  sacrecf  majesty  to  have  ob» 
tained  for  herpeople  ad  vantageous  terms  of  com- 
merce were  frustrated,  or  the  trade  or  manufac- 
tures of  Great  Britain  rendered  precarious  or  at 
the  mercy  of  the  enemy,  or  any  beneficial  branch 
of  trade  yielded  up  to  the  Subjects  of  France. 
And  as  the  said  earl  disowns  the  being  con<- 
cerned  in  any  violation  of  treaties,  or  in  carrf- 
ingon  the  measures  of  France,  or  in  any  ne- 
gotiation whicH  could  terminate  in  the  sacrifice  ^ 
of  tha  commerce  of  Great  Britain  to  France; 
so  he  observes  with  great  satisfaction  the 
flourishing  condition  of  ine  trade  and  naviga- 
tion of  these  kiagdomsj,  since  the  conclusioa^ 

■  Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


iS9]     PABL.  HISTORY,  dGsoMB  I.  in^.^'-ne  Sari  <f  O^A  .^bmmt^     {}»$ 


pd  by  means  of  the  late  peaces  in  the  great 
aocrease  of  the  number  and  tonnage  of  shipping, 
of  the  exportation  of  the  wooUen  manufac- 
tures, the  fish,  and  other  produce  of  this  king-' 
dpni;  in  couseauence  whereof,  the  customs 
have  been  ereatly  advanced,  near  three  rail- 
lions  of  gold  and  silver  bath  been  coined,  and 
the  exchange  has  been  all  along  in  favour  of 
England  to  and  from  all  parts  of  Europe. 

<<  In  Answer  to  the  Fourteenth  Article;  the 
said  earl  doth  not  admit  that  he  formed  any 
project  or  design  /or  disposing  the  kingdom  of 
Sicil)  (o  ilie  dale  of  Savoy  from  the  House  of 
Austria ;  or  that  he  did  advise  her  majesty  to 

g'va  any  such  instructions  to  Henry  vibcount 
oiingbroke  as  in  the  said  article  mentioned, 
or  to  consent  to  any  treaty  wherein  ax  cession 
is  made. of  the  said  k'u^om  to  his  royal  high- 
ness, without  any  concurrence  or  participation 
ef  bii  imperial  majesty  s  nor  doth  he  admit 
that  her  majesty  wan  prevailed  on  by  his  advice 
to  assist  his  said  royal  highness  with  her  fleet 
against  the  emperor,  in  order  to  obtain  the  pos- 
session of  that  kingdom ;  but,  in  iustification 
of  her  mtnesty's  proceed mgs  in  relation  to  the 
said  kingdom,  the  said  earl  doth  beg  leave  to 
observe,  that,  by  the  grand  alliance  it  was 
•greed,  among  other  things,  '  That  the  confe- 

*  derates  should  use  their  utmost  endeavours 

*  to  recover  the  kingdom  of  Sicily  out  of  the 
<  hands  of  the  enemy  s'  and  that  the  principal 
•nd^  for  tk9  endeavouring  the  recovery  of 
Sicily  were,  *  That  hb  imperiaT  majesty 
^  might  have  a  reasonable  satisfaction  for  his 

*  pretension  to  the  Spanish  monarchy  :  and  that 

*  the  trade  and  navigation  of  the  subjecu  of 

*  Great  Britain  and  Holland  might  thereby  be 
^  better  secured ;'  since,  therefore,  the  empire 
and  hereditary  countries  of  Atistria  were  now 
fallen  to  Charles  the  third,  who  at  the  time  of 
that  treaty,  was  a  younger  branch  of  that 
House;  since  sevendt  towns  in  the  French 
Flanders,  which  were  not  in  the  possession  of 
king  Charles  the  second  at  the  time  of  bis 
death,  together  with  Spanish  Flanders,  Milan, 
and  Naples,  might  seem  a  reasonable  satisfac- 
tion for  hiSk  imperial  majesty's  pretensions  to 
the  Spanish  succession;  anci  since  the  trade 
and  navigation  of  the  subjects  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Holland  would  be  as  elfectuaily  se- 
cui^  by  the  disposition  of  the  kingdom  of 
Sicily  to  the  duke  of  Savoy,  as  if  the  said  king- 
dom had  fallen  to  the  share  pf  the  emperor; 
and  greater  difficulties  would  be  likely  to  arise 
in  obtaihing  the  disposiHon  thereof  to  the 
house  of  Austria  than  to  that  duke,  inasmuch 
as  king  Philip  might  be  mofe  easily  induced  to 
yield  ic  to  the  duke  of  Savoy  than  to  so  potent 
a  prince  as  the  emperqr;  and  there  were 
grounds  to  believe  that  aU  or  most  of ,  the 
princes  and  states  of  Italy  were  so  apprehen- 
sive of  the  growing  power  of  the  House  of 
Austria  in  Italy,  ttwt  tiiey  would  suffer  any 
extremities,  lather  thnn  submit  that  Sicily, 
together  with  Milan  and  Naples,  should  be  m 
the  baad»  of  the  emperor^  the  said  earl  doth 


9ot  disccita  how  any  prqiect  to  ^Ispoie  tfe 

•aid  kingdom  to  that  doike  could  be  thoii|^ 
tmjust,  dishonourable  or  pemicioue,  or  an  mot 
of  injustice  to  bis  imperial  miyesty,  or  ▼ial»- 
tiott  of  the  grand  alliance ;  nor  doth  the  nmid 
earl  rememl^  in  what  respect  it  ws;b  c<vitja» 
dictory  to  any, declaration  of  her  majesty,  mf 
^the  instruction  she  had  given  her  plenipctMi* 
tiaries :  and  in  case  her  miyesty  thoi^hl  ^ 
afterwards  to  employ  any  part  of  her  feet  tm 
assist  that  duke,  her  good  and  Daithful  ailj,  us 
take  posset^sion  of  that  kingdom  frooa  *  tbm 
enemy,  in  consideration  of  the  said  duke's 
steady  adherence  to  the  confederacy  a«4 
great  sefferings  by  such  adherence,  he  tlie 
said  earl  is  not  able  to  discover  why  madk 
assistance  might  not  be  given  to  the  said  dMhc^ 
as  well  as  to  itny  other  of  her  allies  wfaatae- 
ever :  and  since  it  is  allowed  by  this  Artidfly 
that  the  then  duke  of  Savov  never  imnje 
any  application  in  order  to  obtain  the  wtM 
kingdom  for  himself;  it  seems  an  evidence,  sit 
least,  that  the  person  or  persons  who  advised 
the  late  queen  to  agree  to  snch  aUotment  did 
not  act  upon  any  private  interest;  or  had 
any  other  view  tbaE  the  preservatioo  ef  e 
balance  of  power  in  Eerope,  and  the  secmity 
ef  the  trade  and  navigation  of  the  sulyects  ef 
Great  Britain  and  Holland;  and  canpet  le*- 
sonably  be  thought,  upon  a  fair  and  iT%ndid 
interpretation,  to  have  been  guilty  of  betraji*^ 
the  natidnal  faith  or  honotir  of  the  crowo,  or 
employing  the  naval  power  of  these  Jkiogdom^ 
or  the  supplies  granted  by  parliament,  e^aiatf 
any  ally  of  this  kingdom. 

<<  In  Answer  to  the  Fifteenth  Article  ;  the 
said  Earl  saith,  he  is  and  always  was  of  opioiooy 
that  the  word  of  the  sovereign  is  sacred  :  eod 
that  all  communications  from  the  throne  to  pei^ 
liament  ought  to  be  true ;  and  that  it  becaeaes 
all  ministers  of  9tate,  as  for  as  in  them  lira,  |e 
maintain  the  honour  of  the  crown,  in  such  c«e^ 
with  the  utmost  exactness :  nor  doth  the  sidd 
earl  know  that  he  hath  at  any  time  beea  de- 
fective in  his  duty  in  tliis  particular ;  or  eier 
took  upon  himself  any  arbitrary  or  un^racramt- 
able  authority,  much  less  the  chief  directioe 
and  influence  in  her  majesty's  councils ;  a^r  did 
he  ever  prostitute  the  honour  of  the  creiruy  or 
dignity  of  parliament,  by  roisr^rventiiig  mmj 
part  of  the  late  negodations  of  peace,  to  d» 
ceive  either  her  majesty,  her  allies,  her  padia? 
ment,  or  her  people  :  nor  did  he  eirer  prefMue, 
form,  or  concert,  or  advise  her  majesty  to  naake, 
any  speech  or  declaration  from  the  tbrcmt  te 
her  parliament,  that  was  not  osofoeiBable  te 
truth.  He  believes  her  majesty  might  -nafcx 
keveral  speeches  from  the  throne,  to  her  psulift* 
ment,  at  the  several  times  in  the  said  Aiticfe 
mentioned,  to  which  the  said  earl  refers  ;  «iid 
particularly,  that  her  majesty  did,  on  the  Tib 
day  of  December  17n,declare,  *  That  betaUifl% 
I '  especially  the  States  GisaeraJ,  had,  by  tbeir 
*  ready  compliance  for  opeaia^  a  traafty  fi£  a 
'  general  peace,  expieseed  the^r  confidttce  io 
*hdfj   But  thi said  earl^eotadait 
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were  wadk  i«|iffei4iiliLUoiis  M^nggfatad  ip  this 
grtide,  bfgs  leave^  in  vindtcation  of  tbe  hooor 
of  his  rp^  miscresay  who  fvas  a  princess  of 
strict  pleiiy  Aod  tmtb,  toobsenre,  that  the  States 
6«a6i«l  ftCQt  over  M.  Buys  to  her  majesty,  with 
ktters  fail  of  assurances  of  their  re$p<}ct  for  her 
fcrson,  and  iheir  resolutions  not  to  separate 
diensdves  from  her ;  and  likewise  signined  by 
iuB  to  her  ministers,  their  readiness  to  concur 
widi  her  majesty ;  and  the  said  M.  Bujrs  im-. 
ncdiately  upon  his  arrival  at  London,  delivered 
MHports  for  the  French  ministers  to  come  to 
Unecbt;  and  at  a  meetii^  of  several  lords  of  the 
council,  shewed  his  approbation  of  sending  cir- 
cular leturs  to  invite  the  rest  of  the  allies  to 
the  general  Congress :  and  the  said  M.  Buys  ex- 
hibited fall  powers  for  preparing  and  signing  a 
new  treaty,  whereby  her  majesty  and  the  States 
shaold  he  mataally  engaged  to  each  other  in 
aaaidog  war  and  peace^  to  guaranty  the  peace 
ahea  made,  and  to  invite  the  rest  of  the  allies 
iatosQcb  guaranty.  All  which  matters  and 
iftBsaccions  being  previous  to  the  7tli  of  De- 
cemher  1711,  her  majesty  might  justly  regard 
the  aforesaid  authentic  acts  and  assurances  as 
greater  proofii  of  the  confidence  the  States  had 
ia  her,  and  of  their  readiness  to  concur  with 
her,  tlmn  any  representations  or  reports  before 
that  time ;  and  that  the  said  declaration  of  her 
HMJesty  from  the  throne  was  founded  upon  the 
itnctest  truth.  And  the  said  earl  believes,  that 
everjf  one  who  impartially  considers  the  steps 
l^ken  ia  the  late  negoctations  of  peace,  the 
length  of  the  treaty,  the  several  letters  from 
one  of  her  majesty's  principal  secretaries  of 
state  to  her  plenipotentiary  at  Utrecht,  the  ra- 
tification of  the  engagement  signed  by  htr  mi- 
nisters and  M.  Buys  the  18th  of  December 
iril,and  her  exhorting  the  States  to  ratify  the 
■aoie;  her  nressiog  instances  to  the  princes* 
and  states  of^  the  empire,  and  the  many  other 
acts  ^hich  wer.e  done  by  her  majesty's  orders, 
doring  that  transaction,  for  the  service  and  sa*- 
tis£iotionof  her  allies;* will  readily  acknowledge, 
that  her  majesty  did  her  utmost  to  procure  for 
her  allies,  and  in  particular  for  hi^  imperial  ma- 
iHtj,  ail  reasonable  satisfaction^  and  to  unite 
with  them  in  ibe  strictest  engagements  to  ren- 
der the  peace  secure  and  lasting,  agreeable  to 
her  ipetfcb  of  the  said  7th  day  of  December, 
aodhpr  uMssageof  the  17thof  Jannary  follow- 
ing; IB  this  arude  mentioned :  and  if^  by  any 
eitraordinary  demands  or  groundless  jealousies 
of  any  of  the  allies,  or  other  accidents,  her 
onjflsty  was  net  able  to  obtain  for  them  all  the 
advaotei^es  she  desired,  this  wiU  not  derogate 
^om  the  tmtb  a^d  sincerky  of  her  majesty's 
espressioQa ;  and  it  is  evident  her  majesty  did 
IKocure  them  so  great  satisfaction,  that  the 
aUies  did  all  sign  the  peace  at  the  same  time 
with  her  majeaty,  excepting  only  the  eqaperor  ; 
aid  Ofen  his  interests  were  to  for  aijjusted,  that 
what  lenaioed  in  dispute  was  not  thought  of 
coaseqaeoce  sufficient  to  dday  so  great  ftnd 
pod  a  work  ;  and  it  is  wel)  known  the  em- 
pnn  fd  Germany  have  frequently  declined 
*  I  of  p«afte  at  the 


with  their  aUias :  but  that  her  miyes^  vvas  im» 
dttced  by  any  influence  of  the  said  eail  to  enter 
into  any  negociatipn  with  France,  exclusive  of 
her  alhes,  or  that  the  said  earl  carried  pn  aoj 
sochne^ooiatipn;  or  that  Mie  interest  of  the 
said  allies,  or  i/k  particular  of  the  amperor, 
were,  by  any  practices  of  his»  given  op  to  France, 
he  utterly  denies.  And  ivhen  it  is  considered, 
that  much  British  blood  and  treasure  had  been 
s^ent  to  recover  Spain  aind  the  West  Indies 
from  the  house  of  Bourbon :  that  an  expensive 
war  had  for  many  years  continu^,  which  her 
m^esty  still  snppUed  with  new  recruits  and  re- 
doubled  expence;  that  her  armies,  and  those 
of  tlie  allies,  had  been  beaten  in  8p^ :  that 
prince  Eugene  had  decUred,  <  Thai  40,000  mea 
'  and  A/)OOfiOO  of  crowns  per  annumi  wookl 
'  be  necessary  for  carrying  on  that  war,  and 
^  that  his  master  could  supply  no  more  than  a 
<  fourth  part  of  that  charge ;'  that  it  was  found, 
^y  long  experience  how  averse  the  profit  of 
^ain  in  general  were  to  submit  themselves  to 
the  house  of  Austria ;  that  her  miyesty  discern- 
ed the  charge  of  renewing  the  war  in  Spain 
would  be  a  burthen  too*  great  for  her  subjects, 
and  that  there  was  little  probability  of  its  being 
suc^cessfui :  that  the  hereditary  countries  were 
then,  by  the  death  of  the  emperor  Joseph, 
fallen  to  king  Charles,  who  was  soon  alter 
chosen  emperor  (by  which  event  the  interests 
of  the  pnnces  and  states  of  Emrope  wese 
changed) ;  it  cannot  ha  doubted  but  that  her 
Ute  miyestj  had,  at  the  time  when  she  Inado 
the  aforesaid  declaration,  done  her  tiCmoat  to 
recover  Spain  and  the  West  Indies  by  force  of 
arms  :  and  the'  most  she  could  d^  afterwards 
was  b^  way  of  negociation,  wherein  she  insist- 
ed with  that  earnestness  on  king  Philip's 
quitting  Spain,  that  France  comphed  with  her 
majesty's  proposals :  but  when «  king  Philip 
could  not  be  prevailed  on  to  give 'up  Spain, 
her  miyesty  thought  his  renunciation  of  the 
crown  of  France,  as  circuiastances  then  stood, 
the  most  praoticahlei,  if  not  the  only  method 
left,  to  prevent  the  tmion  of  those  two  mo 
narchies.  But  the  said  earl  doth  not  think  it 
probable,  that  the  leaving  Spain  and  the  West 
Indies  to  the  hous^  of  Bourbon  was  the  fo.und* 
ation  of  the  preliminary  articles  signed  by  M. 
Mesnager,  and  of  the  declaration  annexed, 
which  had  been  signed  by  the  lord  Dartmouth 
and  Mr.  St.  John,  ^ith  her  miyesty's  consent, 
(and  which  the  said  earl  supposes  is  what  ia 
called  the  private  treaty  in  this  article),  since 
he  believes  it  was  then  thought  more  likeljr 
that  the  crown  of  Spain  might  fall  to  some 
other  prince.  And  the  said  earl  doth  not  ob- 
serve how  her  majesty  can  be  charged  with  nt- 
tering  any  falsity  ia  h%r  message  of  the  17tb 
day  of  Jnnoary,  wherein  abe  takeft  notice 
how  groondlfiss  the  reports  were,  that  had 
been  spread,  of  a  separate  peace  b^ug  toaaled ; 
for  whidi  report  there  was  not  then,  nor  ait 
any  other  time,  the  leait  foundation;  since 
only  some  fow  poin^  were  adjusted^  relating 
to  the  particolar  interests  of  her  own  kingdoms, 
and  CTtfi.  these  went  to  hajpa.  no  ei^  hut 
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tipon  tbe  conclusion  of  a  general  p^ace,  and 
iwere  likewise,  before  sucb  conclusion^  com- 
municated to  the  allies.  And  tbe  ^aid  earl 
denies  that  thenceforth,  or  at  any  time, 
there  was  carried  on  by  him.  any  separate 
measures  with  the  ministers  of  France,  nor 
doth  be  conoeiye  that  the  proposal  about 
tbe  renunciation  was  merely  speculative  ;  but 
that  it  was  of  such  a  nature,  as  would  execute 
itself,  and  keep  the  crowns  of  France  and  Spain 
more  e6fectually  divided  tban  ever ;  if  it  be 
cansidered,  that  it  did  not  consist  only  in  a  re- 
RunciatioB  to  be  made  by  Philip,  then  in  pos- 
session of  the  crown  of  Spain,  of  his  contingent 
right  to  that  of  France ;  but  that  there  was  a 
title  to  the  crown  of  France  thereby  given  to 
tbe  duke  of  Orleans,  and  afl^r  hiiu  to  the  rest 
of  the  princes  of  the  house  of  Bourbon,  who 
could  not  be  presumed  to  want  tbe  will,  nor 
would  be  likely  to  want  the  power,  to  take 
possession  of  thacrown  of  France,  by  virtue  of 
iuch  title,  in  opposition  to  a  prince  at  sucn 
a  distance,  and  who  had  solemnly  renounced 
all  his  pretensions  to  it :  nor  can  the  said  earl 
think  the  declaration  of  any  minister  of  France 
ageinst  such  Expedient  (if  any  such  tliere  was 
made)  a  sufficient  ground  for  her  majesty  to  de- 
cline it.  The  said  earl  therefore  must  beg' 
leave  to  repeat,  that  he  is  not  able  to  discover, 
from  any  thing  that  appears  in  those  speeches, 
that,  in  the  particulars  aforementioned,. or  any 
other,  the  essential  points  relating  to  peace  and 
eominerce,  or  which  concerned  tbe  interests 
either  of  her  allies  or  Great  Britain,  were  mis- 
represented by  her  majesty :  nor  doth  he 
know  or  believe,  that  any  instance  can  be  given 
wherein  he  abused  the  favour  of  his  royal  mis- 
' tress,  to  whom  he  did  always  bear  and  pay  the 
most  sincere  veneration  and  duty;  or  wherein 
'  be  did  mislead  her  parliament  into  any  ground- 
less or  fatal  resolution,  or  prevented  -their  ad- 
vice to  her  majesty,  or  obtained  their  appro- 
bation to  any  dangerous  practice ;  or  whereby 
her  majesty  could  he  ever  deprived  or  the  con- 
fidence of  her  allies,  or  exposed  to  contempt. 

"  In  Answer  to  the  Sixteenth  Article  ;  the 
said  Earl  dotb  insist,  that,  by  the  laws  and 
constitution  of  this  realm,  it  is  the  undoubted 
right  and  prerogative  of  the  sovereign,  who  is 
the  fountain  of  honour,  to  create  peers  of  this 
realm,  as  well  in  time  of  parliament,  as  when 
there  is  no  parliament  sitting  or  in- being  ;  and 
that  the  exercise  of  this  branch  of  the  pre- 
rogative is  declared,  in  the  form  or  preamble 
of  all  patents  of  honour,  to  proceeds  *  ex  mero 
motu/  as  an  act  of  mere  grace  and  favour  ;  an|l 
that  such  acts  are  not  done,  as  mgny  other  acts 
of  a  public  nature  axe,  by  and  with  the  advice 
of  the  privy  council ;  or  as  acts  of  pardon 
usually  run,  upon  a  favourable  representation 
of  several  circumstances  ;  or  upon  reports  firom 
the  attorney  general,  or  other  officers,  that  such 
'  acts  are  lawful  or  expedient,  or  for  the  safety 
or  advantage  of  the  crown  ;  but  flows  entirely 
from  the  beneficent  and  gracious  disposition 
#f  tb^sorereign.  ile  farther  saitb;  th^  neither 


the  warrants  for  patents  of  honour,  tbebilb  or 
other  engrossments  of  sucb  patents,  are  at  any 
time  communicated  to  tbecouncil  or  the  trea^ 
sury,  as  several  other  patents  are  ;  and  there- 
fore the  said  earl,  either  as  high  treasurer  or 
privy  counsellor,  could  not  have  any  knowledge 
of  the  same  :  nevertheless,  if  her  late  sacred 
majesty  bad  thought  fit  to  acqt:^int  him  Mritb 
her  most  gracious  intentions  of  creating  bdj 
number  of  peers  of  this  realm,  aod  had  asked 
his  opinion,  wliether  the  persons  whom  pbe 
then  intended  to  create  were  persons  proper  to 
have  been  promoted  to  that  dignity,  he  does 
believe  he  should  have  highly  approved  ber 
majesty's  choice;  and  doth  not  apprehend 
that,  in  so  doing,  he  had  been  guilty  of  aoj 
breach  of  his  duty,  or  violation  of  the  trust  in 
him  reposed,  since  they  were  all  persona  of 
honour  and  distinguished  merit ;  and  tlie  peer- 
ajge  thereby  was  not  greatly  increased^  con* 
sidering  some  of  those  created  would  have  been 
peers  by  descent,  and  that  many  titles  of  peers 
were  then  lately  extinct :  and  the  said  earl  be- 
lieves many  instances  may  be  given,  where  this 
prerogative  hath  been  exercised  by  former 
princes  of  this  realm  in  as  extensive  a  manner, 
and  particularly  in  the  reigns  of  king  Henry 
8,  king  James  1,  and .  his  late  majesty  king 
William.  The  said  earl  be^s  leave  to  add,  that 
in  the  whole  course  of  his  life,  he  hath  always 
loved  the  established  constitution  ;  and  in  fait 
private  capacity,  as  well  as  in  all  public  atatioos 
whenhe  had  the  honour  to  beemployed,  bath 
ever  done  bis  utmost  to  preserve  it,  and  shall 
always  continue  so  to  do. 

In  ANSWER  to  the  further  ARTICLES  of 
IMPEACHMENT  exhibited  against  the 
said  EarL 

^'  As  to  tbe  First  of  those  Articles  he  sai^ 
That  he  believes,  in  or  about  the  month  of  Ja- 
nuary 1710,  an  expedition  was  projected,  for 
making  a  conquest  of  the  city  of  Qaebecky.oa 
the  river  of  St.  Lawrence,  Canada  or  other 
possessions  of  tbe  French  king,  in  North  Ame- 
rica ;  but  denies  be  advised  her  majesty  either 
to  consent  to  the  making  sucb  expeditiOD,  ur 
to  give  orders  for  detac^g  any  battah'ons  of 
the  forces  m  her  majesty's  service  in  Flaadera, 
or  to  send  any  such  battalions  or  any  squadron 
§f  men  of  war  on  the  said  enterprise :  but  hav* 
ing  heard  that  the  said  project,  or  tome  expe- 
dition of  the  like  nature,  had  been  some  time 
before  considered  in  a  committee  of  conncil, 
and  afterwards  laid  aside  for  that  time  ;  and 
not  being  fully  apprised  of  the  whole  profacl, 
nor  so  well  versed  in  tbe  afiairs  of  that  part 
of  the  world  as  others  who  had  more  oppof^ 
touity  of  knowing  them,  and  lest  the  expedi- 
tion might  not  at  that  time  prove  so  feazabJe 
or  advantageous  as  others  of  better  knowledft 
in  those  matters  than  himself  did  expe^  ;  he 
did  all  that  be  apprehends  bis  duty  required  to 
prevent  the  puttings  the  same  into  execniMM), 
and  expressed  liis  concern  at  it  to  soma  per- 
sons about  the  queeo ;  andf  bavinfso  facibcjtf% 
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obedience  to  dio«e  orden»  and  accordiog  t9 
the  ddty  of  bis  place,  countersign  «  warrant  ta 
thepaj-masterof  bermajest/s  forces  for  th« 
payinent  of  the  same,  pursuant  to  which,  ha 
believes,  the  same  was  issued  and  received* 
And  as  to  that  part  of  the  said  article  which 
charges  the  said  earl  with  employing  his  arts  or 
credit  to  keep  the  House  of  Commons  from 
examining  that  afiair :  he.  begs  leaye  to  sa^. 
That  (whatever  suspicions  be  might  entertain  m 
his  own  mind)  he  did  not,  upon  examination, 
fin/i  that  there  was  sufficient  proof  to  justify  tha 
laying  them  before  either  House  of  Parliament  t 
And  although  he  hath  been  informed  that  th# 
papers  relating  to  that  expedition  were  laid  be- 
fore the  last,  and  have  been  all  along  in  tb* 
power  of  the  present,  House  of  Commons ; 
yet  he  hath  not  heard  that  any  frand  hath  been 
made  out  in  that  affair,  notwithstanding  th# 
gentlemen  who  had  them  under  their  inspco->  ' 
lion^  neither  wanted  ability  to  make  the  utmost 
discoveries,  nor  could  be  supposed  to  be  pre» 
vented  therein  by  any  innuence  of  th^  said 
tarl;  and  he  hopes  it  will  not  be  imputed  to 
him  as  a  fault,  if  he  had  used  any  skilPor  cre^ 
dit  to  keep  the  House  of  Commons  from,  exa* 
mining  this  afiair  at  that  juncture,  when  by  aa. 
unseasonable  inquiry,  before  a  proper  proof 
could  be  had,  the  fraud  (if  any  such  ther« 
were)  would  be  likely  for  ever  to  escape  unpn* 
nished ;  But  the  said  earl  denies  that  he  ever 
exercised  or  had  any  arbitrary  power  or  infliH 
ence,  either  in  her  mi^esty's  private  council; 
or  the  great  council  of  the  nation ;  or  enter* 
tained  any  design  to  prevent  the  justice  due  to 
the  queen  or  the  nation  ;  or  that  any  diseover}i 
had  been  made  tohim,  futther  than  what  might 
give  suspicion  to  one  who  was  always  jealoua 
(as  became  him)  of  any  misapplication  of  th» 
public  treasure.  And  the  said  earl  saith,  that 
be  is  not  conscious,  that,  by  any  letter  or  m*^ 
morial  to  her  mi^esty,  be  hath  acted  contianr 
to  his  duty  ;  but  humbly  hopes  he  may  be  -at 
lowed  CO  observe,  that  it  would  be  a  matter  e£ 
particular  hardship^  and  what  seems  to  hia  in« 
consistent  with  the  rule&  of  government,  and 
witliout  precedent*  if  the  most  secret  and  ill* 
thnate  papers  and  letters^  wrote  to  that  most 
renowned  and  pious  princess  her  late.majetty^ 
by  her  own  special  command,  and  for  her  Owiv 
private  perusal,  should  be  imputed  to  any  as  a 
crime :  And  if  any  quotation  ^  from  any  such 
letter  or  paper  could  be  alledged  agpunst  tho 
said  earl,  he  doubu  not  but  there  might  ap-* 
pear,  firom  other  of  her  majestyV  private  pa« 
pers,  what  would  justify  him  in  maby  particu- 
lars wherewith  he  is  charged,  and  would  giy^ 
further  proof  (if  it  were  needful)  how  tender 
and  affectionate  her  mijesty  was  to  all  hei^^ 
subjects. 


hit  opiaioo  of  the  said  dts^n  at  that  tiioe,  be- 
lieves it  would  not  have  been  thought  proper 
lor  him  to  have  appeared  at  the  meetings, 
where  the  methods  only  of  carrying  on  the  ex- 
pedition were  to  be  adjusted  ;  of  which  meet- 
ings there  had  been  but  few  before  a  mis- 
fortune befel  him,  which  condned  him  to  his 
bed.  But  the  said  earl  denies  that  he  knew 
the  said  expedition  was  dangerous  and  de- 
structive ;  nor  did  he  hear  that  it  was  laid  aside 
formeriy,  by  a  committee  of  council,  as  dan- 
gerous or  impracticable,  but  only  as  improper 
u  the  circumstances  of  affairs  at  that  t^roe ; 
nor  doth  the  said  earl  know,  or  believe  the 
said  expedition  was  set  on  foot  with  any  de- 
sign to  promote  the  interest  of  the  French  king 
or  to  weaken  the  confederate  army  in  Flanders, 
or  to  dissipate  the  naval  forces  of  this  kingdom :  ■ 
and  when  others  of  her  majesty's  council,  bet- 
ter acquainted  with  that  affair,  did  judge  it  to 
be  proper,  and  practicable,  he  did  not  think 
it  becan^  him,  upon  the  strengtE*  of  his  own 
single  judgment,  hiither  to  oppose  an  expedi- 
tion, which,  if  it  had  succeeded,  most  certainly 
would  have  given  a  great  and  sensible  blow  to 
the  seulements  and  trade  of  France  in  that 
part  of  the  world.  And  the  said  earl,  with 
good  reason,  is  persuaded  your  lordships  will 
not  think  it  nnfit  that  her  majesty  should  take 
the  opinion^  of 'those  who  better  understood 
affairs  of  that  nature,  or  that  your  lordships 
can  judge  the  said  earl  in  that  respect  to  have 
beea  wanting  in  his  duty  to  her  majesty  ;  but 
hopes  it  will  be  rather  an  evidence  of  his  fide-* 
iity  to  the  queen  and  bis  country,  that  he  ^o 
far  discouraged  what,  in  his  own  judgment,  he 
was  diffident  of :  howe? er,  he  is  satisfied  that 
diqse  of  her  majesty's  couocil  who  ciid  approve 
the  expedition  acted  therein  with  a  sineere  de- 
sire fi>r  the  public  good^  notwithstanding  the  ill 
sncc^w  it  was  -attended  with ;  which  might 
clnefly  be  owing  to  delays  by  contrary  winds, 
and  other  on  foreseen  accidents :  and  he  doth 
not  believe  that  her  majesty's  allies  did  suffer 
«oy  prejodice,  or  the  common  enemy  receive 
mny  advantage,  by  the  detaching  of  forc^  from 
Flanders  to  serve  im  tiiis  enterprize  ;  and  is  in- 
formed, that,  to  prevent  any  such  danger,  her 
majesty's  general  who  commanded  at  that  time 
in  Flanders  had  orders  for  providing  other  forces 
in  their  place^  if  he  judged  it  necessary.  And  the 
said  earl  doth  acknowledge,  that  the  sum  of 
S8,000/.  or  thereabouts,  was  demanded  at  the 
tr«asorj,  about  June  1711,  on  account  of  arms, 
accoutrements,  goods^  and  merchandize,  said  to 
be  sent  on  the  said  expedition  to  Canada :  But 
be  saitb,  that  he  was  so  far  from  advising  her 
1at«  ms^csty  that  the  said  simi  should  be  issued 
and  paid,  that,  on  the  contrary,  he  put  a  stop 
to  the  payment  of  the  same,  until  he  had  done 
all  be  could. at  that  time  to  examine  into  the 
cspenditore  of  the  said  money :  But  being 
then  1^1  treasurer  of  Great  Britain,  and  huV- 
iB%  received  be?  majesty's  orders  to  pay  the 
Mid  sum,  and  not  being  able,  with  his  utmost 
precaution,  then  to  discover  any  just  cause  why 
it^ioddnot  bo  p^ud,  he  did  afterwards,  in 


"  Tn  Answer  to  the  Second  Additional  Arti* 
cle ;  the  said  Earl  doth  admit,  that,  about  Oc- 
tober 171,1,  her  late  mmesty  did  sign  m  warrant 
directed  to  biro,  tlyen  her  treasurer  df  Great 
Britain,  for  the  issuing  and  payment  of  the  sum 
of  13,000/.  to  John  Dnimmpnd.eiq.  liu  th« 
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w«re  struck,  in  Mr.  Dniiiiihbnd^s  name^  wid» 
her  mi^esty's  khowledge,  and  at  the  said  eailV 
Domination;  foid  from  thst time  the^ame  were 
kept  under  libe  said  earl's  direction,  fbr  his  use ; 
and  the  said  earl  was  atfrisedy  Uiat  nothing 
farther  was  requisite  to  be  done,  afler  the  as- 
signment of  the  said  Mr.  Drummond,  fbr  se- 
cunpi  the  said  earl's  interest  in  the  said  tal- 
lies, till  an  acddeot  happened,  Whu^  made  it 
necessary,  for  farther  securitj,  to  have  the 
said  warrant,  as  a  declaration  of  trust ;  Wfeocfa 
was  accordingly  signed  by  her  majesty,  aad  it 
to  the  efiect  following  *  A.  It  WherMis,  io 
'  the  Tear  of  our  Lord  1711,  in  connderalion 
'  of  the  many  cood,  faithful,  and  acceptable 

*  services,  which  before  that  time  had  been 

*  performed  unto  us,  by  our  right  trusty  and 

*  right  well-beloved  cousin  attd  counsellor  Ro- 
'  bert  earl  of  Oxford  (then  and  now  our  high 
^treasurer  of  Greai  Britain),  which  services 

<  have  tended  to  the  quiet,  safety,  and  pros- 

*  perity,  of  us  and  ourreahns,  though  the  same 
'  were  accompanied  with  |peat  difficulties  upon 
'  himself,  and  hazards  to  hnn  and  his  family ; 
'  and  particularly  reflecting  upon  the  impious 

<  attempt  made  upon  his  life ;  we  did  then 
'  fully  resolve,  as  a  particular  mark  of  oor  fa* 
'  vour,  and  of  our  gracious  acceptance  of  the 

*  said  earl's  services,  to  bestow  upon  him  a  sun 
'  in  ready  money :  But  the  said  earl  tepreseot- 
'  ing.to  us,  that  the  arrears  then  due  to  our  ser- 
<vants  and  tradesmen,  chargeable  upon  oor 

*  civil  list,  were  very  great  and  pressing  ;  We 
^  did  therefore  agree  and  determine,  that  the 
'  said  earl  should  have  to  his  own  use  the  le- 

<  veral  sums  amounting  to  18,000/.  comprix^ 
^  in  certain  orders  of  loan,  bearing  da  to  on  or 
'about (he  11th  day  of  Decem^r  1711,  io 
'  your  name,  and  charged  upon  the  register  ia 

*  our  exchequer,  on  the  monies  arising  by  sale 

<  of  our  tin ;  which  orders  are  not  ye(  in  course 
'  of  payment  Now  we  do  hereby  declare  and 
'  make  known,   that  the   said   several  somiL 

<  amounting  to  18,000/.  contained  in  the  aaid 

*  orders,  and  the  interest  thereof  due  and  tabe 
'  due,  are,  and  shall  be  the  proper  monies  of  the 

*  said  earl  of  Oxford ;  and  we  do  hereby  dired 

*  and  authorize  you  to  transfer  and  assign  the  said 
'  orders  and  the  whole  right  and  benefit  tbere- 

*  of  to  the  said  earl  and  his  assigns,  or  to  such  per^ 

*  son  or  persons  as  he  shall  appoint  in  that  bdadf: 
'  and  in  case  any  the  monies  due  or  to^^  bt 

*  due  or  payable,  upon  die  said  orders,  aball 

*  come  to  voir  hands,  in  such  case,  our  plea- 
'  sore  is,  that  you  forthwith  pay  over  tke  slant 
'to  the  said  earl,  his  executors,  administraton, 
'  or  assigns^   to  his  and  their  own    oae  and 

*  behoof,  without  any  accompt  fo  be  thereof 
'  rendered  to  us,  our  beire  or  soecesson  ;  and 
'  this  our  warrant,  or  an  attested  copy^  tbefeo( 
'  shall  be  your  sufficient  warrant  and  discbarge 
'  for  so  domg.    Given  at  our  court  at  Windtft 

<  Castle,  the  14th  day  of  December,  and  the  IStk 

*  yiearofourreign,A.B.  1718.  Toour  bnsryand 

*  wdl  beloved  John  Dnunmond,  esq/  And  the 
said  earl  believes  the'  said  warrant  was  drawn 
by  Mr.  Lowndes,  secretary  to  the  trMtoiy^  and 
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Article  named :  and  thai;,  on  or  a^ot  the  24th 
of  November  following,  in  porsnanoe  of  the 
•aid  wairant  under  her  miyesty's  sign  manual, 
he  the  said  earl  did  sigir  a  warrant  for  the  pay- 
ment of  die  said  ld,<KX)/. ;  but;  for  more  cer- 
tainty, begs  leave  to  refer  tn  the  said  several 
warrants,  when  the  same  shall  be  prk>duoed. 
And  the  said  earl  takes  the  words  [*'  for  spe- 
cial services  of  the  war*']  to  have  been  inserted 
by  mistake  of  the  clerks,  for  he  absolutely  de- 
nies that  he  gave  any  direction  for  those  words, 
or  any  other  of  like  import,  to  be  inserted; 
and  he  believes  all  the  clerks'  of  the  treasury 
know,  that  the  monies  which  arose  fboui  the 
sale  of  tin,  were  the  queen's  proper  money, 
fbr  the  support  of  her  household,  and  such  oc-' 
casions  as  she  should  please  to  direct,  and  not 
appropriated  to  the  services  of  the  war;  al- 
though sometimes  it  hath  been  practised,  that 
loans  have  been  taken  upon  tin  tallies,  for  the 
•ervices  of  the  war,  and  other  public  services, 
and  afterwards  re- paid  to  the  civil  list,  which 
might  possibly  give  occasion  for  such  pistake. 
And  the  said  earl  saith,  that,  having  been  ac- 
quainted with  the  services  ttie  said  Mr.  Drum- 
mond had  performed,  by  order  of  the  late  earl 
of  Godolphin,  in  bofTpwing  money  upon  tin 
at  a  low  interest,  the  said  earl  asked  Mr.  Drum- 
pnood^  consent,  that  a  sum  in  tin  tallies  might 
be  struck  in  his  name ;  ana,  with  such  consent, 
did  direct  that  orders  amounting  to  the  sum  of 
18,000/.  should  be  charged  in  the  register  of 
the  exchequer,  on  the  monies  arising  by  the 
sale  of  tin,  in  the  name  of  the  said  Mr.  Druno- 
mond,  who  afterwards,  before  his  going  to  Hol- 
land, indorsed  the  said  orders  at  the  said  earl's 
i^uest,  and  left  tjbem  in  the  treasury ;  but 
how  long  it  was  before  the  said  orders  were  in- 
dorsed, or  how  long  they  remained  afterwards 
in  the  treasury,  the  sait!  earl  doth  not  particu- 
larly remember ;  but  doth  acknowledge,  that 
the  said  orders  and  tallies  came  afterwards  to 
his  owti  hands,  and  were  disposed  for  his  own 
ose.  But,  in  order  to  lay  the  true  state  of  this 
afiair  before  your  lordships,  the  said  earl  hum- 
bly represents,  that,  upon  his  first  attending  the 
late  qaeen  after  his  being  wounded,  her  ma- 
jesty had  the  goodnjess  to  tell  him,  *  That  she 
*  deeded  him  a  sum  of  money ;'  Upon  which, 
ha  represented  to  her  majesty  the  bad  condi- 
tion of  her  civil  list.  But  several  times  after, 
her  mijesty  asked  him,  *  Why  he  did  not  find 

<  n  way  for  receiving  the  money  she  intended 

<  him,  and  bring  tbeneoessnrt  warrants  for  that 
'  pnrpote?^  He  still  urged  the  same  reason 
against  it ;  and  for  near  six  months  made  no 
step  in  it ;  till  at  last  her  majesty  was  pleased 
to  say,  *  She  was  resolved  to  have  it  done.^ 
And  as  her  iaiqesty  had,  in  matters  of  her 
boupty,  made  use  of  tin  tallies  for  other  per- 
sons, she  was  pleased  to  mention  the  same  her- 
self; and  ordered  prof»er  wwrrant^  to  be  pre- 
pared for  the  sum  which  her  majesty  of  Iter 
royal  bounty  intended  him.  That,  after  her 
msjiesty  had  so  positively  signified  her  royal 
pleasure  to  bestow  sneh  mark  of  her  favour 
upon  the  said  earl,  the  said'  tellies  and  orders 
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bMig  ^mploytd  bj  li»r  ifete  imt>tatj  »t  <i^ 
Coott.-of  FnUMe,  wtwrantB  were  'Si$ned  in  the 
Mual  fofoft,  for  peyeneat  of  several  •qiiib  of 
flooaeyto  ibe said  Mr.  Prior;  which  he  be- 
liercft,  from  the  «7«bK>f  Aiagoit  1719  to  the  lOtb 
of  July  lT14y  might  aiDOUDt  to  the  fum  of 
I8980O/.  as  in  the  said  article  is  set  forth  ;  ftn<| 
be  believes  he  did  paiy,  or  cause  to  be  pojd,  ac 
several  timesy  the  said  sums,  pursuant  to  the 
aothoritjr  be  bad  from  her  late  m<0^ty  for  thai 

I>orpo9e  ;  which,  be  coaceives,  was  not  only 
awlbl,  b«t  a  duty  inoimbeat  on  him.  He  fur- 
Iber  saithyThat  he  doth  not  know  that,  by  any 
law^  there  ought  to  be  ceiiain  appointments  or 
•UowaBoes,  for  the  mftinteoanceand  supj>ort  of 
ambassadors,  envoys,  plenipotentiaries,  and 
other  public  ministers  of^  the  crown  in  foreign 
coorts  :  hot  chat  her  majesty  was  at  liberty  to 
vary  such  nppoiotnients,  and  the  manner  of 
paying  them,  as  she  in  her  wisdom  should  think 
fir,  out  of  anv  fbnds  appropriated  to  the  civil 
list.  He  doth  believe  that  there  are  several  in- 
stances, where  persons  employed  to  negotiatn 
matters  of  importance,  as  ambassadors  or  pleoi- 
tentiaries,  have  been  allowed  1,560/.  for  their 
equipage,  100/.  a  week  for  their  ordinary  en- 
tertainment^ and  1,600/.  for  ektraordinaries  ; 
and  likewise  further  sums  for  services  peifGni!- 
ed  by  special  order :  and  if  the  said  Mr.  Prior 
had  been  paid  upon  Chat  foot,  he  would  Imve 
been  entitled  to  a  greater  sum  from  the  crown, 
for  the  time  wherein  he  was  employed  by  her 
majesty  as  aforesaid,  over  and  above  all  dis- 
bursements for  special  services.  And  the  said 
earl  saith.  That  he  takes  the  said  Matthew 
Prior  to  have  been  sent  by  her  majesty  into 
France  for  her  miyesiy's  service,  and  m  order  to 
carry  on  the  negotiations  of  a  general  peace': 
but  denies  that  he  was  any  creature  of  tne  said 
earl,  or  sent  by  the  said  earl  into  France,  or  that 
he  carried  on  any  negotiations  of  the  saidear), 
or  that  her  majesty  was  prevailed  on  by  his 
counsels  to  send  the  said  Matthew  Prior  as  her 
pletaipotentiary  to  the  French  kin^,  without  thie 
privity  of,  or  any  commnnication  wtth^  tfao* 
allies ;  or  that  the  said  earl  osed  the  least  con- 
trivance for  carrying  on,  or  did  carry  on  or 
promote  any  dangerous  practices  with  the  mi- 
nisters of  France,  or  the  enemies  of  her  majesty 
or  her  kingdoms ;  or  that  he  did  at  any  time 
combine  with  the  said  Matthew  Prior,  to  defraud 
her  nn^ty  of  any  sum  of  money  whatsoever, 
undercolour  of  his  employment;  or  that  the 
said  Matthew  Prior  was  sent  into  France,  with, 
the  character  aforesaid,  without  any  settled  ap- 
pointment or  allowance  for  any  such  end  ;  or 
that  he  the  said  earl  did  (^ive  the  said  Matthew 
Prior  an  unlimited  c>edit,  or  promised  to  pay 
him  any  bills  whajtsoever,  other  than  what  be 
should  betloly  authorized  to  pay;  or  that 
any  bills  of  exebange  m  the  said  article 
mentioned  were  drawn  in  pursuance  of 
any  sncfa  contrivance.  The  said  earl  saith,- 
That,  Thomas  Harley  esquire  having  been 
twice  sent  by  her  late  miyesty  to  the  court  of 
Hanover,  he  the  said  earl,  being  then  hieh  tre*- 
snrer  of  <Sreat  Britaini  paid,  or  oautecT  to  ba 
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%  vbnt  aaaat  tba  aaae  waaonktMl  to  be  to* 
teeedia  Ae'tcieaMn7,  bekoowf  not'.  bnt,apoa 
beanog  there  was  a  discoiune  about  tbat  said 
IVMi  iatin  tallies  be««M»ta  copy  of  ilmmid 
■sfianr  to  the  effioers^ofihe  traaioiy,  witboac 
s^mfyiag  any  desiseta  bav«tbefa»e  eotaved ; 
weU  ksowiag  it  seoeived  its  authority  fram  tbt 
sigaiBaoaal*  which  wanted  no  additional  ibrce 
frcm  any  eittiy  thereof  in  the  'treasury  books. 
And  the  said  aari  saitb,  That  her  miyestywaa 
piiaseriy  of  barnere  goodness  and  bounty,  and 
of  her  9wtk  htti  will,  to  |;ive  bim  the  said  sum 
of  manej,  in  veisard  of  h»  faithful  services,  and 
iirfaMattflbringsinb^  aarvioe;  And  the  said 
ewlsahh,  Tbat  the  said  grant,  aooording  to  the 
discooBC  open  tboee- taUies  at  that  time,  amomit  • 
ed  ca  the  sua  of  10,000/.  or  thereaboots, 
wfavtio  hs  acknowledgetb  the  great  bounty  of 
bsr  asajesty;  aodti&es  notice,  that  grants 
Bwcli  Iflurgar  hare  been  made  from  the  crown 
to  other  oainisttrs  of  state,  while  the  necessities  of 
thecfosm  b«ve  been  equally  pressing.  And  the 
said  earl  fiotb  not  know  that,  in  this,  or  any 
ocbtr  p«it  of  his  administratiou,  be  ever  was 
gdilyof  aaycormptioo,  or  any  breach  of  his 
oadi  or  trust  as  high  treasurer  of  Greet  Britain; 
or  tbat  be  did  in  any  manner  abu*<e  her  ma- 
je^y's  foodnen,  or  make  an  ill  use  of  his  access 
Sir  bcr  majesty,  or  embenle  the  public  treasure ; 
or  did  at  any  time  knowingly  injure  or  oppress 
her  maieoty's  subjects  t  but,  on  the  contrary, 
the  said  earl  saith,  that  he  managed  the  public 
money  in  the  most  frugal  manner,  in  order  to 
leiseo  as  maeb  as  might  be  the  charge  of  the 
war ;  aod  to  ease,  if  be  could,  the  Conmnons  of 
Oreat  Britain  from  all  grievous  taxes.  And, 
in  farther  vindication  of  himself  against  all  the 
impatation  of  avarice  or  corruption  hisinuated 
in  this  artide,  the  said  earl  saith,  That,  in  every 
empioyiisent  to  which  h6  was  called  by  her  ma- 
jesty^ fiivottr,  he  was  always  contented  with 
the  aoonstomed  incomes  and  profits  of  the  said 
■mployinenti,  without  endeavouring  to  increase 
bisfEain  by  anv  unwarrantable  or  extraordinary 
penioisites :  -raat  whilst  ne  was  in  any  office  of 
trastaboat  her  late  majesty,  he  never  abased 
tbat  troot,  in  makuM;  any  manner  of  profit  or 
rtabimself;  either  by  the  disposal  ot* 
t  in  bis  own  gifb,  or  by  ibe  recommenda- 
Msi  otf'pefsoBs  to  her  majesty  for  stfch  as  were 
giaaiaa  immediately  by  herself:  That  neither 
in  or  awt  of  pUu)edid  beaver  receive  any  pen- 
sion from  the  crown :  that,  as  he  came  with 
aleao.  baads  iato  her  majesty's  service,  so 
vpatttaatooly  with  dean,  bat  almost  empty 
hands  not  of  it,  having  spent  therein  most 
Mtft  af  dM  profits  whicfa  aooraed  to  him 
Mntbeplaees' be  enjoyed;  so  that,  at  thb 
timm,  aetwicbstanding  all  the  advantages  be  re- 
aaifod  Ivoai  ibem,  and  tbe  extraordinary  bounty 
afslw  epseeoto  hin^  in  this  artide  mentioned, 
bacaa  with  great  tmth  affirm,  that  his  pri- 
Ibftana  badi  received  very  inconsiderable 
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paid  to  Uifl  Mid  Mr.  Hariey  tb«  sum  of  5,660/. 
er  thoeabottU,  by  auUu>rity  fiom  ber  majesty, 
and  according  to  the  duty  of  bis  offioe,  out  ol 
monies  appropriatod  to  K^e  use  of  (he  civil  list; 
andhe  believes  tbat,  if  Mr.  Barley  had  received 
an  allowaBce  in  proportion  to  what  bath  been 
paid  to  ambassadors^  it  would  have  amounted 
to  a  greater  sum ;  but  denies  that  the  said  sum 
5,560/.  or  any  part  of  it^  was  paid  without  au- 
thority, or  for  promoting  any  wicked  purposes 
of  the  said  earl ;  -or  that  he  <ud  either  illegally 
or  firaoduleoUy  issae  or  direct,  or  advise  the  di- 
rection or  pavmeut  of,  any  sum  or  sums  of 
money,  out  or  her  majesty^s  treasury,  to  any 
person  whatsoever;  or  that  he  ever  entered  into 
any  combination  with  the  persons  abovemen- 
tioned,  or  any  other  person  whatsoever,  to 
defraud  her  majesty  of  any  of  the  public  mooe^ 
which  he  was  entrusted  wuh  the  management  of. 

*^  In  Answer  to  the  Fourth  Additional  Ar- 
ticle; the  said  Earl  denies  that  he  ever  held 
any  correspondence  with  Mary,  the  late  con- 
aort  of  the  late  king  James  tlie  3^d.  either  by 
the  means  of  Mr.  Prior  or  by  any  other  means 
whatsoever  ;  or  that  he  ^er  intended,  or  had 
the  least  desigo,  ,any  way  to  promote  the  in- 
terest of  the  Pretender :  Nor  doth  the  said 
earl  know  or  believe,  that  M,  Gaultier,  in  the 
aoid  Article  named,  was  entrusted  or  employed 
as  an  agent,  between  any  of  the  miuisters  of 
Great  Britain  and  France,  in  transacting  any 
affairs  relating  to  the  Pretender ;  and  denies 
that  he  the  said  earl  had  any  conferences  with 
bim  the  said  M.  Gaultier  on  that  subject ;  nor 
doth  the  said  earl  know,  or  believe,  that  the 
said  M.  Gaultier  was  empowered  to  concert 
with  him  the  said  earl  particularly  the  settling 
any  payment  or  remittance  of  the  annuities 
hereafter  meotioned,  or  auy  other  yearly  sum 
to  be  paid  or  remitted  out  of  her  majesty's 
treasury  jntp  France:  Neither  had  the,  said 
earl  the  least  design  that  any  of  the  fruits  or 
advantages  of  the  peace  shoald.be  made  an' 
offering  to  any  adherent  of  the  Pretender ; 
nor  did  he  agree  or  undertake  to  procure  the 
payment  of  the  yeariy  fJim  of  47,000/.  or  any 
other  yearl;^  sum,  to  the  use  of  the  said  late 
consort  during  h^  life.  But  the  said  earl  doth 
admit,  that  the  lata  king  James  this  2nd,  by 
letters  patents,  under  the  great  seal  of  England, 
bearing  date  on  or  about  the  28th  day  of 
August  in  the  year  1685,  granted  unto  Law- 
rence earl  of  fiochester,  Henry  earl  of  Peter- 
borough, Sidney  lord  Godolplun,  Robert  War^ 
den,  esquire*  and  sir  Edward  Herbert,  knight, 
(who  are  all  since  deceased,)  divers  annuities, 
or  yearly  sums  of  money,  amounting  to 
37,328/.  13s.  7</.  payable  out  of  the  hereditary 
duty  of  excise  and  the  post  office,  and  dtner 
revenues  in  the  said  letters  patents  mentioned, 
.  to  hold,  to  them  and  their  heirs,  during  the  life 
of  the  said  consort,  in  trust  for  her ;  and,  by 
other  letters  patents,  bearing  date  on  or  about 
the  third  day  of  December  in  the  year'  1686,-^ 
also  granted  unto  the  said  consort  a  further 
pensi3n|0r  yeariy  sum^  oi  iOfi(X)l^  to  hold 


dpriag  bcr  naterai  1H«{  whereby  Ibe  aaai  b»- 
venoes  arising  firooi  the  beteditacy  «xoise  mad 
poet  office,  and  other  the  revenues  in  the  aaid 
letiert  paunu  mentioned,  became  obarged 
with,  anid  ware  liable  to,  the  said  aRnuities  or 
yeariy  sums,  as  in  this  article  is  mentioned  : 
And  the  said  tol  doth  admit,  that  the  aaid 
revenues  we»e,  by  several  acta  of  pariiaienr, 
granted  and  settled  during  the  life  of  bis  iaie 
nuhjesty  king  William  the  3rd,  for  the  use 
and  service  of  his  hooseboM  jmd  family,  and, 
for  other  his  necessary  eapoises.  and  occasions : 
and  after  his  demise,  during  the  life  of  her 
late  majesty  queen  Anne^  were  appoiated  ta 
be  for  the  support  of  ber  household,  aod  of 
the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  crown :  fiat 
saitli,  that,  in  the  same  act  of  parliameet 
whereby  the  said  revenues  are  so  apfMiated, 
there  is  a  general  savins  to  ail  and  every  per- 
son and  persons,  of  aU  such  rights,  titles,  es- 
tates, ititeretts,  claims,  and  demands  whsitso- 
ever,  of,  in,  or  to,  or  out  of  the  said  revenncs 
and  hereditaments,  or  any  of  them,  as  they  or 
any  of  them  bad,  or  ought  to  bare  hftd,  before 
the  making  the  said  act,  as  folly  to  all  iatenti 
and  purposes  as  if  the  said  act  bad  nev>ter  been 
made :  And  the  said  earl  doib  ^dosit,  that  an 
act  of  pariiament  was  made  in  the  ISth  year 
of  her  late  majesty's  reign,  whereby  the  sum  of 
600,000/.,  for  the  causes  therein  mentioiicd, 
was  to  be  applied  (in  aid  of  the  reveaoesor 
branches  which  were  appointed  for  the  sup- 
port of  her  majesty's  houselioid^  and  of  tht 
honour  and  dignity  of  the  crawo)  foe  or  to- 
wards the  piling  and  discharging  such  aneaif 
of  salaries,  waees,  diet  money,  and  other  allow- 
ances, and  such  debts,  for  emptidns,  provisioai, 
and  other  causes,  as  should  af^iear  to  be  due  and 
owing  to  her  majesty's  servants,  tradesmen,  aad 
others.  But  the  sa^d  earl  saiih,  he  bath  heard 
that  the  said  late  consort  of  the  late  kin| 
James  the  3nd,  esteeming  herself  to  be  entitled, 
by  the  Uws  of  England,  by  virtue  <^  the  said 
letters  patents,  to  the  several  sums  of  money 
therein  mentioned,  did,  by  letters  of  attoraey, 
empower  and  authorise  the  said  M.  Gaultier  to 
demand  and  receive,  for  her  only  use,  benefit 
and  behoof,  all  sums  of  money,  which,  frcNa 
and  afler  the  feast  of  the  Aanunciatjoo  of  titc 
blessed  Virgin  Mary  1713,  were  become  doc 
and  payable  upon  .  the  said  several  annuitici, 
amounting  to  37,398/.  ISf.  7d. ;  and  the  other 
annuity,  or  yearly  sum,  of  10,000/.;  aiMi  lo 
give  acquittances  and  discharges  for  tht 
monies  he  should  so  receive  to  her  only  aie 
and  behoof  as  aforesaid  ;  and  that  cheieopgo 
he  t|ie  said  M.  Gaultier  applied  himself  te  bcr 
majesty,  for  the  payment  of  the  monies  whk^ 
were  incurred  or  srown  due  on  the  said  untni 
annuities,  lirom  the  said  36th  day  of  Ifarob 
1713 ;  and  that  ber  majestjr  was  pleased  to 
sign  a  wiirrant  directed  to  him,  the  said  eari, 
beina  then  her  majesty!s  high  treasurer,  or  » 
the  'high  treasurer  or  commissioners  of  .t^ 
treasury,  for  the  time  being,  in  the  words,  or  to 
the  effects,  in  the  said  Art&de  set  forth;  hot, 
formore^cerUuflty,  lefart  himself  to  titssaii 
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to  augment :  And  for  tbit  -end,  ber  iim|€ttT» 
about  the  imle  *iD  this  article  mentioned,  did 
sign  -a  wairanty  directing  ibe  payment  of 
1,000/.  sterling  to  Daniel  Arthur,  est].  ii>  the 
same  Article  mentioned,  to  the  intent  it  might 
be  paid  to  the  said  M;  Gaultier,  on  the  ac« 
count  aforesaid  ;  and  the  said  -  earl  believes  the 
said  monies  were  issued  and  paid  accordiogly, 
and  doth  not  appreliend  he  bath  therein  acted 
oontrarj  to  his  duty. 


utarraot,  wken  the  same' 'shall  be  proQaeed  : 
lad  that,  in  cfbedlence  t6  her  majesty's  conl- 
mands  sigiiffied  by  the  said  warrant,  *he  the 
8if(f  earlmd'fKrect  t#o  several  warrants  to  the 
ivdittfr^f -the- receipt  of  the  Bicbeqoer  to  die 
eiect  In  the  said  Artiole  set  forth;  i>ut,  for 
noie  certsdntyj  refers  to  the  said^e^end  war- 
nuits,  wben  the  same  shall  i>e  produced.  But 
he  denies  he  advised  her  matesty  to  sign  the 
nid warrant  of  the  93rd  of  December  17 IS. 
Sat  wben  such  warrant  was  broaght  to  hvm, 
and  be  knew  that  the  jointure  of  the  said  con- 
sort had  been  oonfirmed  by  act  of  parliament, 
and  bad  iieard  that,  by  some  private  Article  or 
igreerocnt  at  the  treaty  at  Ryswick,  provision 
uA  been  made  in  relation  to  it ;  and  the  1e- 
giHty  of  the  demand  not  being  doubted  by  her 
majesftfs  counsel  teamed  in  the  law,  the  said 
earl  tbought  it  his  duty  to  pay  obedience  to  it, 
and  the  sum  of  500,000/.,  intended  to  be  raised 
by  the  said  act  of  the  19th  year  of  her  moje^ 
ty^i  rei^n,  together  with  a  great  additional  som 
in  taDies,  being  dslsigued  for  discharge  of  her 
mideity's  d^bts,  the  said"  earl  thought  himself 
s&fidently  authorised  to  direct,  that  the  said 
flomofmooey  mentioned  in  the  said  warrants, 
vhieh  be  was  advised  was  a  debt  fi'om  her  ma- 
jHtj^  should  be  naid  out  of  the  said  500,000/. ; 
yet  the  ^m  in  tne  aaid  warrants  mentioned,  or 
any  part  thereof,  was  not  pftid  out  of  the  said 
appropriated  sum  of  500,000/.  or  otherwise ; 
bat  the  whole  sum  of  500,000/.  was  applied  to 
<Xhrr  uses,  §6t  which  it  was  appropriated. 
And  the  said  earl  bnmblr  hopes,  that  be  hath 
not  h^eby  betrayed  the  honour  of  her  late  ma- 
jesty, or  the  imperial  crown  of  these  realms,  or 
acted  oootrary  to  his  duty.  And  the  said  earl 
doth  aeknowled^,  that  the  said  M.  Gaultier 
coming  into  England  with  letters  of  credence 
from  the  French  king  to  her  late  majesty,  after 
having  resided  some  time  in  'England ;  her 
jnajesty  #as  pleased,  before  his  departure 
benoe,'  to  direct  a  present  should  be  made  to 
the  said  M.  Gaultier,  as  hath  been  usual 
in  like  cases  to  public  ministers :  and  he ' 
believes  ber  said  majesty  was  the  ratherincKned 
eo  make  such  present  to  the  said  M.  Gaultier, 
beeanse  the  said  eari  bath  heard  and  takes  it 
to  be  titae,  that  the  said  Gaultier  had  been  in* 
tfromental  with  the  French  king  to  obtain  the 
d^fveiy  and  release  of  those  poor  protestants, 
who  bad  snfiered  on  board  the  galKes  on  ac- 
oaoBC  of  their  religbn  ;  whose  rescue  from 
tflatvcry  her  mi^esty,  oat  of  ber  known  zeal  to 
the  pretestant  religion,  and  out  of  her  wonted 
piety  and  compassion  to  thtf  confessors  in  so' 
good  a  cause,  had  mucli  al  lieart,  and  had  pre- 
^afled  thcrdn  beyond  expectation  ;  it  being 
wiMtt  by  his  majesty  king  William  bad  been  at- 
tfeaspced  in  vain,  and  was  thought  by  many 
impoaiihte  ever  to  he  obtained  t  And  the  good 
oftoesof  the  said  Gaultier  in  that  affinir  hav- 
ing been  very  aceeptable  to  het  majesty,  she 
wns  ptessed  to  increase  bis  present  in  respect 
tbnscef ;  and  therefore  ordered  it  to  be  paid 
in  tbemme  manner-  as  had  been  done  to 
whose  preeentt  ber  majesty  thought  fit 


<<  In  Answer  to  the  Fifth  Additional  Article; 
the  said  Earl  doth  admit,  the  sovereign  of  this 
reahn  mav  refuse  to  receive  any  natural-bora 
subiect,  who  hath  committed  and  is  under  the 
guilt  of  high  treason,  as  a  public  minister,  or 
with  any  character  from  any  foreign  prince,  statep 
or  potentate !  and  that  where  such  person  ie 
known  to  be  gtiilty  of  such  crhne,  it  may  in 
most  cases  be  fit  so  to  do  x  But  the  said  earl 
apprehends  that  the  sovereign  is  the  proper 
judge  whom  to  refuse  or  receive  with  such 
character.  Tlie  said  earl  believes,  that  a  per- 
son styling  himself,  or  commonly  known  by 
the  name  of  Dlcot  oy  Lawless;  did,  about  the 
year  1718  or  1713,  come  into  England,  iviih 
letters  of  credence  to  her  majesty,  firom  the 
king  and  the  late  queen  of  Spain,  and  -aotho* 
rity  to  treat  about  carrying  British  merchan- 
dizeeto  the  Spanish  West  Indies;  and  thar 
her  majestv  was  pleased  to'  admit  such  person 
with  such  letters  of  credence ;  and  before  his 
return  to  Spain,  was  pleased  to  order,  for  the 
use  of  such  person,  the  sum  of  1,000/.,  to  be 
paid  out  of  the  monies  apnropriated  to  the 
civil  list;  which  tlie  said  eari.  in  obedience  to 
soch  orders,  caubed  to  be  paid,  and  htmibly  ap- 
prehends it  <ras  bis  duty  so  to  do :  But  the 
said  earl  believes,  that  when  the  said  Liloot  or 
Lawleito  was  so  admitted,  he  was  generally 
thofight  to  be  a  natural  Spaniard ;  and  that, 
from  the  advantages  of  those  licences  which  he 
brought  for  carrying  the  British  merchan- 
dizes to  die  West  Indies  he  expected  a  much 
larger  present :  however,  the  said  earl  denies 
that  he  knew,  or  was  informed,  before  the 
arrival  of  the  said  Lawless  in  England,  any 
thing  of  his  coming  hither ;  nor,  after  his  ar- 
rival, did  he  see  him,  or  know  of~  his  being 
here,  before  he  had  been  introduced  to  her  ma- 
jesty, it  being  usual  for  public  ministers  to  be 
introduced,  by  those  servants  of  her  majesty 
to  whose  office  it  belongs,  as  matter  of  duty 
and  conmion  '  dispatch,  without  consulting 
therein  other  ttiinisters  of  state ;  and,  upon 
the  notice  taken  of  this  afiair,  fon^oeriy  in  the 
House  of  Peers,  it  appeared,  that  tlie  noble 
lord  who  introduced  the  said  Lawless  to  the 
queen,  by  virtue  of  his  office  did  it  as  of  course, 
and  did  not  then  know  he  was  other  than  a 
native  of  Spain.  And  the  said  earl  saith, 
That,  of  a  long  time  after  he  bad  been  so  in- 
troduced, the  said  earl  neither  knew  or  heard 
that  he  was  other  than  a  natural  Spaniavd ; 
but,  when  the  said  person  had  continued  in 
England,  a  considerable  time,  there  was  a  ru-  , 
moor,  and.  the  said  earl  was  afUrwnrde  in^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


199]     PAUL.  HISTOBY>  3  Gbomb  I  niS^Ue  tmi  (f  ik^Mft 


P» 


fom^  he  Waar  a  luitife  of  Ireland^  tmd  de- 
parted  out  of  that  kingdom  in  his  jouth|  and 
£ad  siace  been  in  Uke  Spanish  senrice;  but 
^th  not  know  nor  was  iAfbnned,  that  he  bad 
committed  or4>eeo  guilty  of  high  treason^  or 
that  be  had  serTed  the  late  kin|  Jamea  the  Sd, 
in  the  war  hi  Ireland,  against  lung  WiUiaoi  the 
3d,  or  had  followed  the  said  king  James  the  Sd, 
into  France,  or  be<Mi  in  his  interest  or  serviee, 
or  had  been  in  rebellion  against  king  William, 
or  in  arms  aeainst  the  late  queen.  And  the 
said  earl,  havmg  no  notice  of  the  said  person's 
amW  before  his  being  admitted  toherma- 
jestj,  nor  any  knowledge  of  any  crime  he  was 
guilty  of,  submits,  whether  it  shall  be  imputed 
to  hira  as  any  want  of  doty,  that  he  did  not 
advise  her  raigeHy  against  admiuing  or  re- 
ceiving him  in  the  character  aforesaid,  or  that 
he  iiidp  by  her  majesty's  authority,  meet,  coo- 
ler, or  negociate  with  bim»  concerning  any 
affairs  about  which  he  was  authorised  to  treat 
(in  case  he  bad  so  done,  which  however  the 
said  earl  doth  not  admit) ;  or  that,  by  autho- 
rity from  h^r  majesty  he  paid  the  said  sum  of 
l«000l  to  the  said  Daniel  Arthur,  which  after 
came  to  his  use;  but  the  said  earl  doth  deny 
that  be  advised  her  majesty  to  sign  the  war- 
rant for  payment  of  the  said  1,00Q/.,  or  gave 
any  directioas  for  payment  thereof,  contrary  t<^ 
what  was  intended  by  her  miyetty.  And  the 
said  earl  admits,  that  some  other  sums  of 
money,  which  might  amount  in  the  whole  to 
^16L  or  thereabouts,  were  paid,  ia  satisfaction 
of  monies  advanced  to  the  said  Lawless,  as 
part  of  te  monies  agreed  to  be  advanced  to 
his  catholic  maiesty  by  the  Assitato  contract : 
Bat  denies  that  he  directed  the  payment  of 


i 


any  otb^r  monies  whatsoever,  out  oi 
lesty's  trieasufy>  to  the  said  Dlesli,  alias  Xaw*^ 
less;  or  knows  that  any  other  monies  were 
paid  to  him,  beside  the  aforementioned  sum  of 
1,000^,  and  the  monies  paid  in  satisfoctioB 
of  what  was  advanced  to  him  towards  the  part 
doe  to  hill  catholio  majesty  by  the  said  As- 
siento  contract.  And  the  said  earl  never  as- 
aamed  the  supreme  direction  in  her  majesty's 
cauacils$  neither  was  he  advising  that  the  said 
person  should  be  introduced  to  her  nugesty, 
or  should  be  received  or  treated  by  heft  minis- 
ters, under  the  diiguised  name  of  Don  Carlo 
Moro,  or  should  at  all  be  received  as  a  public 
roiaister  here.  Aad  the  said  earl  doth  ac- 
knowledge, that  the  House  of  Loeds,  with  com- 
aeadable  seal,  made  such  address  and  came 
to  saeh  resolution,/  And  that  her  majesty  asade 
such  answer  aad  issued  such  proclamation,  as 
io  the  said  article  is  mentioned.  And  as  the 
said  earl  had  always  the  highest  regard  to  the 
safoty  of  her  majesty's  penon,  the  security  of 
the  protestant  soccessioa,  and  advice  and  re- 
•orutions  of  the  House  of  Peers ;  so  he  de- 
aieth  that  h^  bad  the  least  knowledge  that  the 
said  Lehsh,  alias  Lawless,  had  ev^  been  mi- 
nisCier  or  agent  of  she  Pretender  at  the  court  of 
Madrid,  or  the  least  suspicion  that  he  was  sent 
into  Eogkuid  to  promote  the  interest  of  the 
Pretoadertn  these  kii^doms.    Norishecoa- 


sciout  to*hiaMelftharhehatfodoa«any  thiif 
to  expose  the  penoB  of  her  moat  aacfedma* 
jes^,  te  enen^Mo  or  render  iaeisctaal  the  ai* 
vice  of  parliament  or  her  mi^esty's  dedsiFfr 
tions,  to  oountenanoe  any  emissary  ef  the  Pi^ 
tender  or  encourage  his  adherents,  to  the  dan- 
ger  of  the  protestant  succession,  as  by  law 
established,  m  the  seKoe  house  of  Hanover  t 
But,  on  the  contrary,  is  persuaded  his  oeiid«a 
in  that  affair  is  so  well  known,  as  not  to  need 
any  .further  justification:  Bu^  if  it  should  at 
any  time  be  thought  necessary,  he  is  able  to 
produce  those  proofs  of  it,  which  are  the  best 
authority  in  the  world,  for  his  vindieatioD. 

<<  In  Answer  to  the  Sixth  Additioaal  Article ; 
the  said  Earl  hath  been  inforaMd,  and  doth 
believe  it  may  be  true,  that,  after  aeveral  a»* 
successful  attempu  by  her  late  majestr,  ia 
conjunction  with  bar  alHes,  to  estahliah  his 
present  imperial  majesty  upon  the  throne  of 
Spain,  instructioM  in  writing  were  givaa  to 
Mitford  Crow,  esquire,  about  the  7th  of  March 
1705;  ukinip  notice^  *Her  mmescy  had  beea 
"     >f  Cataloah 


'  informed,  that  the  people  of 

*  inclined  to  cast  off  the  yoke  imposed  on  them 
'  by  the  French,  and  to  retnra  to  the  obedi- 
'  eace  of  the  house  of  Austria ;  and  that  bar 
'  mi^esty,  desiring  to  laaiatain  and  improve 
'  that  good  dispositioD  in  theos,  and  to  taduee 
'  them  to  put  the  same  speedily  in  eaeoation, 

*  had  made  choice  of  him  to  carry  o#  so  great 

*  a  work,  for  the  advaataga  of  her  sertice,  and 
'  the  good  of  the  coausoa  caase^  as  was  cha 
'  maung  a  traa^  wiMi  the  Catalan^  or  anp 
^  other  people  of  Spain,  for  the  pwpoaes  iifor^ 
'  said;  and  that  the  said  Mittoid  Crow  was 
'  thereby  empowered  to  g^ve  the  Catalam,  or 

*  other  Spaniards,  assurances  of  her  maje«y't 

*  utmost  endeavours  to  procure  the  esta4>lish- 

*  meat  of  aU  such  righu  and  -immaaities  as 
'  they  had  formeriy  ei\joved  under  the  hanse 

*  of  Austria,  and  tk!e  confirmatioa  of  sach  ti^ 
'  as  had  beea  oonfarred  en  any  of  them  by  the 
'  duke  of  Aojoo ;  ami  that,  fer  their  Aittber 
'  satisfaction,  her  m^ty  had  sent  ta  king 
'  Charles  the  3d,  for  powers  for  confirming  tha 
^  same  to  ihem,  and  was  wiUiag^  if  they  in- 
'sisted  on  it,  to  become  goaiantee  Skat  it 
'  should  be  done.'  And  the  said  earl  hath  been 
likewise  infbnaed  that  her  majjesty,  ia  a  can- 
mission,  granted  to  the  said  Mitfeid  Crow^  ex- 
pressed, *  that  she  thoaght  fit  toenter  inftp  a 

*  treaty  wish  the  prinoiaality  of  Catalonia,  or 

*  any  other  province  or  Spahi,  on  oandicioa 
'  they  wouM  ackaowledge  and  leceire  Chariea 
'  the  3d  as  lawfol  king  of  Spain,  aad  uttariy 

*  abdicate  the  house  of  Bourbon,  mid  j^  tbair 
'  foroes  with  her  majesty's;'  and  that  her  Ba»- 
jesty  was  pleased  also  to  sign  and  delivier  to 
the  said  Mitfinrd  Crow  credential  letSeca,  di- 
rected to  the  nobility,  magietracy,  and  atbar 
offioers  ef  Catalonia,  or  any  other  peovinGn  of 
Spain,  desiring  them  to  give  fiiith  to  eeery  tKing 
the  said  Mitford  Cfow  slioakl  tell  tfbam  m  her 
m^esty'a  name;  And  that  lastmeliens  isero 
likewiie  given  to  the  carl  of  Peterbofoo^  and 
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mttndy.or  that  the  said  lord  Lexiiigioo  ever  d«- 
SMted  from  making  tlie  utmost  efforts  he  could 
for  obtiuniog  it;  aud  if,  from  anj  measures  of 
the  CataJana.or  of  his  imperial   najestj,  oc 
from  any  other  cause,  her  majesty's  endeavourf 
had  not  ibeir  full  efft^ct,  the  baid  earl  conceives* 
it  cannot  be  imputed  to  any  neglect  of  her  ma^ 
je^y,or  auy  wane  of  duty  in  him  the  said  earL 
He^  believes  that,  about  v.the  time  in  the  said 
article  mentioned,  his   imperial  mtijcsty  did 
enter  into  a  convention  or  agreement  for   eva- 
cuating Catalonia;  and  that  her  mitjesty,  out 
of  inchnation  to  perform  b«r  best  ofiices  to  the 
emperor,  was  prevailed  ou  to  become  one  of 
the  guarantees  thereof;    but  deoie&  that  his 
imperial   miyesty  was    necessiuted,  by  any 
practicea  of  the  said  earl,  to  make  any  such 
convention;  and  is  ignorant  for  what  causes 
his  imperial  majesty^  whom  it  most  concerned, 
omittCMly  in  such  conveniion,  to  make  express 
and  positive  stipulation  for  the  liberties  of  the 
Catalans :  if  it  proceeded  from  any  dependance 
upon  the  declaration  of  her  maje&ty  to  inter* 
pose  her  best  offices  oo  their  behalf,  and  thft 
promises  of  the  French  king  to  join  his  endear 
voucB  tlierein ;  he  is  confident,  it  will  appear 
her  mi^ty's  best  offices  Were  em  ployed  in  that 
affiiir;  when  it  is  considered  what  repeated 
instances  she  made  byjier  ministers,  and  in 
the  nsost  pathetic  manner,  to  obtain  for  them, 
the  privilegea  they  desired :  aad  that  her  ma- 
jesty, by  Mr  earnest  iBterpositioo,  did  obtain 
a  grant  and  confirmation  to  all  the  inhabitants 
o£  Catalonia,  of  a  perpetual  amnesty  and  ob<- 
livioo  of  ail  that  was  done  in  the  latli  war,  th^ 
fall  possession  of  all  their  estates  and  hoaoun^ 
and  a  farther  grant  of  all  their  privileges,  which 
the  inhabitants  of  both  Castilles,  who  of  all  the 
Spaniards  were  most  dear  to  the  kiog  of  Spain, 
ei\|oyed,  or  might  at  any  time  after  have  Or 
eiyoy :  whereby  the  Catalans,  if  they  obtained  , 
Slot  all  the  ancient  privileges  they  pretended 
to«  received  however,  in  compensation  thereof, 
the  advantage  of  trading  directly  to  the  West 
ladies,  and  other  privileges  to  which  they  were 
never  before  entiiled :  and  .the  House  of  Peers, 
upon  consideratioa  of  several  papers  laid  be<^ 
fore  sfatm  relating  to  this  affair,  in  porsuancf 
of  their  address  to  her  mtyesty  in  that  behalf^ 
express^  their  utmost  ihanldaloeas  aisd  sati»^ 
faotiou,  for  her  mi^esty^s  repeated  and  eamesa 
eodeavoors  for  preserving  to  the  Catalans  the 
full  enjoyment  of  aU  theiv  just  and  ancient  li- 
berties; and  it  is  probable  her  mi^jesty  had 
prevailed,  to  obtain  for  them  the  ancient  prt^ 
viteges  stiid  liberties  in  the  largest  extent,  if 
they  had  ^watted  the  event  of  her  gracious  in- 
terpositions in  their  favour,  and  not  determined 
to  eerry  on  the  war  by  themselves  against  king 
Bhiltp,  after  the  emperor  had  signed  iheoon* 
veotion  for  evacuating  their  country ;  which  in- 
censed the  king  of  Spain  tn  ^  highest  degree, 
andwraa  looked  upon  by  him'  as  themost  ob«> 
stihaie  rebetlieo.  However,  the  said  earl  saich, 
he  never  amased  the  Catalans  with  any  e&«* 


sir  Qaadesly  Shovell^  afaottt*.the  lime,  and  to 
the  eiPQiy  in  the  said  article  mentioned ;  and 
that  a  manifesto,  or  declaratiop,  was  after- 
wards published  by  the  said  earl  of  Peter^ 
bofoiagh,  t»  the  effect  in  the  said  article  set 
forth  s  But  the  said  earl  denies  that,  such  mani- 
icsio  or  declaration  was  prepared  by  his  ad' 
vice  or  privity;  and  the  said  earl  believes  it 
nay  he  true,  that  some  part  of  the  nobility, 
dergy,  and  inbabitauis,  of  the  principality  of 
Camionia  and  idso  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
island  of  Migoroa,  did  afterwards  acknowledge 
king  Charles  the  3d,  now  emperur,  for  their 
kwral  sovereign,  and  did  join  tbeir  arms  with 
tboie  of  her  majesty  and  her  allies,  against  the 
pieslent  kiog  ot  Spain;  bot  by  what  motive 
they  were  induced  thereunto^  the  said  earl 
Wk  not  know«    Aed  the  said  earl  doth  ac- 
koowledge,  that,  for  some  time,  the  arms  of 
bsr  majesty  and  her  allies,  in  Spain,  were  al- 
leaded  with  oonsidemble  suocessesi  in  which 
(he  hmvery  of  the  Catalans  ap^^eared^  and  the 
foioes  of  the  confederates  twice  entered  the 
espital  city  of  that  kingdom;  by  which  sig- 
Bil  eonqaeeia»   and   the  great  supplies  that 
kave  been  panted  by  parliament  for  their  as- 
siitaaee,  the  said  people,  were  under  the  highest 
ohtiyilioas  of  graiitnde  to  her  majesty :  But, 
theJidvantafes  those  soiecesses  had  given  king 
Cbaries  the  9d  beiag  lost»  her  m^iesty  found 
tbe  berthen  ef  that  war  verp  heavy  to  her 
salyset^  the  eanquest  of  Spam  for  the  pre- 
sent emperor  impracticable,  and^  after  th^  ac- 
cewoa  qf  the  empire  aad  descent   of  the 
ksradimry  eeantries  to  him,  esteteed  iaoon- 
siMfBtwtth  the  interests  c^many  of  her  allies, 
aad  theiefore  ihooght  it  necessary)  for  the  good 
of  hsr  people  and  the  traaqailUty  of  Bonipe, 
ta  snier  into  negotiations  for  a  general  peace : 
bot  the  aakl  earl  demes  that  he  entered  into  any 
rsnyiracy  for  suhjectieg  tbeSpanish  monarchy 
tsihe  Hoaee  ef  fionrhoa,  or  even  had  the  least 
dsHga  of  the  raia  or  desOTSctioa  of  ony  of  the 
ngkov  lihrrties^  or  privileges^  of  the  Catalans ; 
or  that  he  ever  formed  any  contrivance  for 
akaadening  them  to  tbe  fary  er  revenge  of  the 
d«ke  of  Anjen  er  his  adherents,  or  for  the  exp 
tirpatian  of  any  of  their  rights,  liberties,  or 
pntispes  ;  or  that  he  advised  her  majea^  to 
five  direcdons  to  the  lord  Lexit^gtoay  to  ae- 
kaowledge  the  duke  of  Anjoo  kiog  of  Spain, 
ksfore  any  negotiatioa  of  peaee  was  set  on 
fi»t,indne  form  of  law,  between  tbe  crowns 
of  Great  Britain  and  Spain:  on  the  oontrary 
Ike  said  enrlsaith.  That,  bv  letters  endpapers 
seathy  eae  ef  her  majesirs  principal  seereta- 
lics  sf  smt«  to  the  lord  Lexington,  it  will  ap- 
pear, diat«  alker  her  mi^ty  had  hearkened  to 
tkepTOfiosals  for  a  general  peaee,  for  the  good 
ofkcrowa  people  and  her  allies,  she  vsed  her 
hett  endenvaars  for  ebtaii^g  the  liberties  of 
d»Camlanaat  the  condasien  of  the  peace; 
sad  dMt  hss  leidship^  Wax  directed  perempto* 
wtyindiheelately  to  iasist  thereon :  nor  doth 
tksisidearl  knew  er  believe,  that  any  orders 
•tit  ever  sent  imm,  or  given  by,  her  .asajesty 
^«^  el  her  hnaistics,  to  recede  from  thatde- 


peotatiens -whatsoever,  nor  in  any  degree  con- 
tribated  to  engage  them  in  aqy  obsunate  de« 
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feoce  apiDst  the  duke  of  Afyoa ;  nor  advised 
luer  majesty  to  conclude  a  peace  with  Spain, 
without  security  for  the  ancient  rights,  liberties, 
and  privileges  of  that  people;  or  to  send  sir 
James  Wishart  with  a  squadron  of  men  of  war 
for  the  purposes  in  the  said  article  mentioned, 
but  l>eIieTes  her  majesty  might  think  herself 
obliged,  by  being  guarantee  to  the  said  con- 
Tention  for  the  evacuating  of  Catalonia,  to  send 
(he  said  sir  James  Wishart  into  the  Mediter- 
ranean, with  a  squadron  of  men  of  war,  al- 
though he  knows  not  the  orders  or  instructions 
E'ven  on  that  occasion  ;  and  humbly  appre> 
*nds,  that  he  cannot  in  justice  be  charged 
with  any  consequences  from  that  unhappy  peo- 
ple's refusal  to  comply  in  iheir  submission  to  the 
aingof'Spain,  upon  the  terms  her  majesty  bath 
stipulated  for  them. 

"  Thus  the  said  Earl  has  laid  his  case  before 
your  lordships;  wherein  he  hopes,  he  hath 
itilly  answered  the  several  Articles  eibibited 
aganist  him.  Yet,  lest  there  should  be  any 
omission  in  his  Answer,  which  may  be  made 
use  of  to  his  prejudice,  he  says;  he  is  not  guilty 
of  all  or  any  the  matters  contained  in  the  said 
Articles,  or  any  of  tkem,  in  manner  and  form 
as  they  are  therein  charged  against  him  :  and 
humbly  hopes  that  your  Iprdships  will  excuse 
any  imperlections  or  defects  in  the  said  Answer 
with  regard  to  expression  or  form,  and  impute 
whatever  of  that  kind  may  appear  to  the  ^at 
weakness  of  body  and  ill  state  of  health  which 
the  said  earl  now  labours  and  hath  for  some 
months  past  laboured  under;  and  that yoar  lord- 
ships will  be  induced  to  make  all  further  due 
allowances  in  his  favour,  from  the  following 
considerations,  which  relate  to  the  nature  of 
the  eharge  in  general,  and  the  d[tfficulties  with 
which  his  defence  of  himself  against  the  par- 
ticulars contained  in  tliat  chaijge  is,  and  must 
be,  attended.  Most  of  tl«e  Articles  with  which 
be  stands  chasged  relate  entirely  to  the  nego- 
tiations of  the  peace  lately  concluded  at  Utreoit. 
He  doubts  not  but  your  lordships  will  conmder 
that  he  must  of  necessity  be  under  great  dif- 
Aculties  in  giving  a  full  and  particular  account 
of  such  a  great  variety  of  facu  as  are  contained 
in  these  Articles;  that  several  of  these  facts 
concern  transactions  with  the  ministers  of  fo- 
seign  states,  who  cannot  be  produced  as  wit- 
nesses in  his  defence,  be  their  testimony  never 
90  material ;  that  many  steps  and  proceedings 
in  an  affair  of  this  nature,  where  the  interest 
of  several  parties,  not  only  separate  from,  but 
some  of  them  also  contrary  to  each  other,  a^e 
to  be  adjusted,  do  require  great  secrecy  and 
address  in  the  management ;  and  that  in  trea- 
ties between  enemies,  such  terms  are  often  pro- 
posed, and  such  arguments  used,  as  carry  a 
different  appearance  from  the  rei^  intentions 
of  those  that  treat;  upon  which  accounts,  it 
must  be  viery  diJBicolt,  to  set  every  thing  t^t 
passed  in  the  late  negotiations,  wjth  regard  to 
the  enemy  and  to  the  allies,  in  a  clear  light, 
and  to-  justify  every  sup  that  was  taken  to- 
wards coiidttaing  them  to  the  end  proposed, 


especially  since  the  accoont  of  thoae  trauiae-^ 
tiens^  and  of  the  reasons  on  which  they  were 
founded,    caanot,    as  he  coQcetves,  be   daly 
cleared,  but  by  inspecting  the  entire  eeriea  of 
letters  and  papers  which  passed  during  the  con- 
tinuanoc  of  those  transactions,  and  byxsoim* 
paring  together  such  passages  in  tbem  as  mij^c 
give  liebt  to  each  other  and  to  tlie  whole;  all 
which  letters  and  papers  are  (as  he  is  infornied> 
now  in  the  possession  of  the  hooonraUe  House' 
of  Commons ;  nor  was  it  thonght  fit,  upon  hia 
bumble  application  to  your  lordships,  thai  he 
should  be  indulged  with  a  copy  of  any  of  theoD  : 
be  hopes  it   may  not    misbecome  him^    on 
this  occasion,  to  observe  to  yoer  lordslNpa, 
that  the  House .  of  Commons,   by  betng  pos- 
sessed of  those  papers,  have'  a  fuller  view  of  the 
whole  pro|p«S8  and  of  all  the  secret  steps  of 
that  negotiation,  than  perhaps  was  ever  in  the 
like  case  imparted  to  any  Hoase  of  Parliameat, 
and  they  have  therefore  all    the   advantage 
possible  towards  ■  forming  the  charge  agaiaac 
him  upon  the  Articles  of  his  Impeacbinent  ; 
whereas  he  the  said   earl,    being  destitute  of 
all   assistance  from   those   papers,   is   oniler 
great    and   particular  disadvantages    towards 
making  his  defence  in  the  points  wbereof  be 
there  stands  accused  ;    and  he  is  therafore 
humblv  assured,  that  as  your  lordships,  on  -the 
one  side,  will  not  expect  firom  him  any  sach 
proofs  of  biir  innocence  as  can  only  be  drawn 
from  a  perusal  of  those  papers ;  so,  en  the  other, 
you  will  not  admit  of  all  er  any  of  those  Ar- 
ticles as  made  |ood  against  him,  unless  the  ac- 
cusations therein  contained  be  supported  by 
the  clearest  and  nK>st  unqoestionalMe  eridetice 
of  which  the  nature  of  the  facts  is  capable.    He 
subesits  it  likewise  to  your  lordships  considara- 
tion,  whether,  in  a  negodation  drawn  out  into 
a  great  length,  where  Uie  advice  of  all  those  in 
high  trust  about  her  ituyesty  was  to  be  taken, 
and  where  several  persons  were  to  be  intrasced 
with  the  management  of  what  was  agreed  upon, 
he  can  with  jany  colour  of  equity  be  msKie 
answerable  for  advising  and  conducting   the 
whole.    He  desires  also  further  to  observe,  that 
every  thing  with  which  he  is  charged  was  dona 
in  the  reign  of  a  gracious  princess  now  deceased, 
who,  by  reason  of  the  perfect  knowledge  she 
had  of  the  ill  state  of  affairs  at  home,  of  the 
advances  made  towards  peace  from  abroad, 
and  of  the  commands  which  she  at  several  times 
laid  on  her  servants,  had  been  the  best,  aad  in* 
deed  could  be  the  only  competent  iudge,  whe- 
ther she  was  fraudolentlv  dealt  with,  led  by  ill 
advioe  into  measures  which  she  did  not  direct 
and  approve,  or  made  an  iBStrumeat  of   sn* 
crificing  the  interest  of  her  kingdoms  to   the 
enemy.    It  is  with  great  grief  that  he  finds  snah 
things  su^iested,  as  seem  to  lay  a  stain  opon 
the  character  of  so  exceUent  a  queen,    whose 
memory,  he  is,  confident,  will  be  for  ever  dear 
to  this  couptry  ;  and  therefore  he  takes  leave 
in  the  most  solemn  manner  to  assure  yotir  lord- 
ships, that  as  far  aa*he  knows  or  can  reaMmber, 
every  thing  relating  to  the  transactioas  of  pcaec 
wa9  commonicated  to  her  lata  miges^>  and  mm^ 
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tnniy  conskiertd  ^  ber  before  any  dung  was 
^kecflmiaed  therrapon  ;  nor  was  an  j  step  taken 
hoL  ia  fonoBDoe  of  such  determioatibn.  As 
4a  tiie  peace  in  general :  be  the  said  earl  thinks 
Jbe  iMS.Tery  good  reason  to  say,  that  the  qoeen 
had  nocfaing  more  at  heart  than  to  proenre  so 
ireata  bles^ng  for  her  people  ;  and  that  when 
It  was  obtained,  she  had  -this  satisfaction  in  her* 
leif  that  the  had  taken  the  roost  proper  measures 
to  instify  ber  conduct,  both  towards  her  allies 
and  towards  her  own  subjects  ;  for  upon  a  re- 
view of  her*  majesty's  whole  proceeding  in  rela- 
tioo  Id  war  and  peace^he  belieresit  will  appear, 
and  hath  in  part  appeared  by  the  Answer  of  the 
said  earl  to  the  said  Articles,  that,  as  her  ma- 
jesty entered  fortber  into  the  war  than  she  was 
obliged  by.  any  treaties  subsisting  at  the  time 
•f  her  accenion  to  the  throne,  so  die  contribut- 
ed more  men  and  money  towards  the  carrying 
it  on  afkwwards  than  she  was  engaged  to  pro- 
fide  by  any  subsequent  treaties;  that,  her 
taraeit  desires  of  peace  being  twice  frustrated, 
wbea  socb  conditions  might  have  been  obtained 
as  woold  have  fully  answered  all  the  ends  for 
which  vrar  was  at  first  declared  ;  that  all  onr 
mocesies  and  victories  endine  in  the  annual  in- 
crease of  the  charge  of  England^  Ivithout  any 
fiutber  assistance  from  our  aUies :  and  ber 
kiogdooM  being  exhausted  to  such  a  dej^e 
(notwitbstandmgthe  great  advantages  obtanied 
by  ber  arms)  that  she  was  not  able  to  continue 
the  war,  upon  the  foot  it  then  stood,  one  year 
loBi^ ;  wtubt  her  allies  refused  to  continue  it 
upon  those  equal  conditions  to  which  they  were 
I7  treaties  obliged  ;  she  was  at  last  constrain- 
ed, in  compassion  to  ber  people,  to  hearken  to 
the  ovectores  of  peace  then  made  her  from 
France,  without  relying  further  on  the  vain 
hopes  of  gaining  more  advantageous  terms  by 
protracting  the  war  a  year  longer  :  she  had 
carried  it  00  for  some  time  under  that  prospect, 
without  reaping  the  benefits  proposed,  even  at 
junotores  that  seemed  most  fa? ourable  to  her 
demands,  and  to  the  pretensions  of  her  allies : 
she  had  indeed,  by -that  means,  raised  the  glory 
of  ber  arms;  but  she  could  not  think  this  a 
saficientrecompenoeforthe  encreasing  miseries 
of  her  people;  and  therefore  resolv^  to  lay 
hold  or  tbe  opportunity  then  offered  to  her,  of 
eodiBg  the  war  by  a  peace,  if  it  might  be  obtain- 
ed opon  lerms  every  way  just,  safe,  and  honour- 
aUe :  and  those  who  were  then  employed  in 
her  m^esty's  councils,  thought  themselves 
obliged  to  second  ber  good  intentions  in  this 
case,  and  to  obey  ber  commands  with  all  readi- 
aesa.  The  said  earl  presumes  on  this  occasion 
to  meotioo  to  yoar  lordships  the  saying  of  as 
wisea  auu),  and  as  great  a  general,  as  the  last 
apeprodnoed,  tbe  duke  of  Pannn:  When  France 
wasia  a  lair  lower  condition  than  now,  being 
doMMt  equally  divided  between  two  contending 
parties,  sund  Spain  was  at  the  height  of  its  glory, 
and  be  biaaelf  at  the  bead  of  a  Spanish  army 
lapBortiag  one  of  those  parties,  after  Paris  itself 
Uid  been  besieged  by  tiie  other,  it  was  his  opi- 
Biia(aiicl  tbe  i^vice  he  gave  to  his  master  the 
kJDgoC  Spaio  '^as  groHbcled  apoa  k),  *  That, 


*  if  France  were  to  be  got  only  by  reducing  it» 
'  towns,  the  world  would  be  sooner  at  au  end 
^-than  such  a  war/  Xhe  queen,  seemed,  at 
this  time,  with  better  reason,  to  frame  the  like 
judgment ;  ai)d  it  was  therefore  her  pleasure^ 
and  a  great  instance  (as  the  said  earl  conceives) 
of  her  wisdom  isnd  goodness,  to  thin^  of  secure 
ing  a  peace,  while  she  appeared  able  to  carry 
on  the  war  ;  her  armies  fcKeing  full  and  numer* 
ous  ;  and  before  the  exhausted  condition  of  her 
kin^oms,  and  the  impossibility  on  her  side  of 
maintaining  so  disproportionate  an  expence, 
was  discovered  by  her  enemies.  At  this  junc- 
ture, the  queen  entered  upon  a  negociation  of 
Eeace,  with  circumstances  of  great  honour  to 
ersejf:  France  applying  to  her  first  on  this 
account,  previously  owning  her  title,  and  ac- 
knowledging the  right  of  the  Protestant  succes- 
sion, two  chief  grounds  upon,  which  the  deola«> 
ratiou  of  the  last  war  was  built.  As  to  the 
allies,  it  was  conducted  in  the  same  manner  as 
all  treaties  of  peace  in  confederacies  have 
ever  been,  and  according  to  the  known  laws 
of  nations  in  such  (^ses  ;  the  fir^t  motion,  and 
the  several  steps,  of  it  as  fast  as  they  ripened 
into  proposals  nt  for  consideration,  being  with- 
out delay  communicated  to  the  States  General. 
By  the  terms  of  this  peace,  as  all  reasonable 
satisfaction  and  security  due  to  any  of  the  allies 
by  treaty  were  obtained  for  them  by  the  queen, 
and  their  just  pretensions  efiectually  supported, 
so  larger  advantages  were  actually  procured  for 
Great  Britain  in  particular,  than  ever  had  been 
demanded  before  in  any  treaty  or  negociation 
between  this  and  any  other  foreign  state.  The^ 
said  earl  craves  leave  on  this  occasion  to  ap- 
peal to  your  lordships,  whether  all  the  ends  for 
which  the  war  was  entered  into  have  not,  b^ 
this  treaty,  been  fully  attained?  Whether  it 
does  not  appear,  by  th(  best  of  proofs,  expert-  ' 
ence,  that  the  kingdoms  of  France  and  Spaia, 
are,  by  the  conventions  of  this  treaty,  most  ef* 
fectually  separated  ?  And  whether  any  other 
expedient  could  have  been^so  successful  to  this 
purpose,  as  that  whereby  it  is  now  happily 
brought  about  f  Whether  the  balance  of  power 
in  Europe  be  not  now  upon  a  better  foot  than 
it  has  been  for  au  hundred  years  past  f  Whe^ 
ther  the  advantages  that  have  accrued  to  Great 
Britain  by  this  treaty  do  not  appear,  and  have 
not  appeared,  in  the  security  of  the  Protestant 
succession,  and  in  his  majesty's  peaceable  ac* 
cession  to  the  throne  with  the  universal  ap* 
plause  of  his  subjects }  In  the  additions  made 
to  our  wealth,  by  the  great  quantities  of  bullion 
lately  coined  at  the  mint,  by  the  vast  increase 
of  shipping  employed  since  the  peace  in  the 
fishery  and  in  merchandize,  and  by  tbe  remark- 
able rise  of  the  customs  upon  import,  and  of 
our  manufacture  and  the  growth  of  our  country 
upon  export?  for  the  proof  of  which  particulars, 
he  refers  himself  to  those  officers  and  books 
wherein  an  authentic  account  of  them  is  con- 
tained. And  as  the  terms, of  the  peace  were, 
in  these  a^  other  respects,  manifestly  profitf> 
able  to  Great  Britain  ;  so  the  said  earl  begs 
leave  huiublj^  to  remind  your  lordiUips,  tbaf 
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tliey  were  commmucated  to  the  pariiamanli  and 
with  their  concurrenoe  agreed  on ;    tiuit  the 
peace,  thus  coochidedy  was  afterwards  bigfalj 
approved  hj  hoth  fl^oses  :  that  soloma  tb»iU 
was  raodered  to  God  fock  in  aU  our  churches, 
as  veil  as  in  tbechoichies  of  the  United  Pro- 
vinces: and  that  her  Mfestjr  i^ceivedoa  this 
subject  the  beartjr  and  onfeigned  coagratuja^ 
tionsof  her  people  from  aU  parts  of  her  dotni* 
oious.     these  being  the  real  effeett,  «ad  this 
.a  troe  represeotation,  of  .her  mi^est^r's  conduot 
in  the  affairs  both  of  war  and  peace  ;  the  said 
earl  sees  not  how  be  or  an^  octiers  then  in  her 
majesty's  senrice  can  be  jtistiy  charged  with 
betrajmgthe  totertstof  tkieir  own  coaatrj  and 
of  the.  allies,  bj  negodating  and  promodag  that 
peace,  whidi  then  was,  and  (as  he  hath  good 
groends  to  believe)  still  oontinwes  to  be,  My 
acceptable  and  adfaatageoos  to  these  king* 
doms :    and  if  Che  peace  itself  be  not  'Can- 
deinned ;  and  if  it  be  not  even  charged  open 
the  caid  earl  as  a  crime,  that  be  advised  her 
ms^sty  to  conclude  that  peace ;  neither  of  which 
appear  to  him  from  the  artides ;   be  bnrobly 
conceives,  it  is  a  particular  and  extraordinary 
hardship    apon    him,    that    vongh   dranghts 
and  essays  towards  a  peace,  with  oSier  prelimt- 
nary  steps  in  a  negotiation,  all  leading  to  an 
end  whicb  he  looks  upon  to  be  jast  and  profit- 
able, and  which  is  not  in  any  of  the  artides  cd- 
ledged  to  be  otherwise,  sboald  be  branched  into 
80  many  distinct  heads  of  accusation  against 
him;  for,  stn^posing  that  in  the  process  of  so 
Bice 'and  difficult  an  affair,  subject  to  divers  un- 
foreseen obstructions  and  eveuts^uiy  improper 
steps  had  been  taken  (which  the  said  earl  doth 
not  admit,  but  altogether  on  his  part  denies^ ; 
yet,  if  things  were  at  ktst  conducted  to  a  right 
issue,  aftd  ended  in  ain  honourable  and  advan- 
tageous peace,  there  c^  be  (as  be  conceives) 
no  jast  groond  to  find  fault  with  the  measures 
made  use  of  to  compass  it,  because  they  seemed 
"before  the  accomplishment  to  hove  a  different 
tendency ;  especially  if  it  be  considered,  that 
scarce  any  peace  liath  been  made  by  a  con- 
federacy, where  less  occasion  was  administered 
for  jealousy  among  the  several  parties,  and  less 
reason  t^iven  to  complain  that  9 very  nicety  re- 
•^ired  by  the  letter  of  socb  an  alliance  was  not 
vtrictly  observed:  and   therefore  he  humbly 
kopes,  that  no  steps  taken  for  obtaining  a  peace 
•pproved  by  the  wtstlom  of  former  Parliaments, 
shall  by  an V  succeeding  Parliament  be  account- 
ed criminal,  unless  it  can  be  made  appear  that 
those  steps  were  taken. contrary  to  the  queen's 
orders,  or  opon  corrupt  views  of  private  advan- 
tage :  but  that  no  charge  of  thi^  nature  can  be 
made  good  against  him,  he  pre«<umes  to  affirm 
with  great  assurance:  nor  dors  he  know  of  any 
other  persons  justly  charge  table  upon  either  of 
tiiese  aocoonta.     And,  as   a  further  proof  that 
those  who  had  the  bonour  to  serve  ho^  majesty 
Ytt  the  negotiations  of  ppar»  acied  with  pprigfat 
^iews  and  intentions,  and  'without  ht\x\^  consci- 
ous to  themselves  Of  any    failure  in  their  duty 
eitlwrio  tlieir  queen  or  tJii  sir  country;  the.  said 
earl  craves  leave  te  ebscr  re  to  your  lordships, 
.3 


Ihat  they  never  attaapied  to  cover  thdr 
from  public  oensmre  by  any  pardan  or 
nity,  though  they  had  imrj  jgood  feaaoa  to 
fieve  that,  had  they  judfsd  or  imagined 


Mves  to  have  wiuited  aechseoarii^,itflu^ 
throogb  the  goadness  ^  the  queen^  have  eaailf 
been  obtain^ ;  nor  een  he  think  it  anobaerv^ 
tioa  wifit  to  be  oiade,  that,  in  fiswof  the  arddes 
which  ooooera  the  nefadations  of  peace^  the 
ohai^  is  foQoded  on  any  biaach  of  the  lasts  af 
Great  Britian ;  hot  it  is  in  most  of  them  Iniit 
dgefly  oa  the  supposed  iniraotion  of  certain 
treaties  and  aUiaaces  with  fceeigu  pciaoes  aad 
states ;  aad  he  ooaceivct,  that  saeh  taimctsQai 
af  puhiic  treatiea,  where  they  do  aol  particakiv 
iy  afibct  the  interasts  of  Great  Bcitaio,  heii^ 
cogn^able  by  the  laws  of  natiens  ealy  and  not 
by  those  of  the  reaha,  are  not  wottt  ta  he  ei- 
amtned  into  here  at  haasi,  and  proaeautsd  aa 
crtmieal ;  bat  upen  the  oompkint  of  eoaie 
prince  or  state  precendiag  by  that  meaas  to  be 
mjured,  and  lodging  socb  compkiBt,  is  eoaie 
reasooaUe  time,  with  the  prince  by  die  advice 
of  whose  ministers  and  servants  each  iojarj  is 
supposed  to  have  been  clone :  bjst  be  kisosra  iial 
that  anv  such  steps  have  been  taken,  anoe  tbo 
peace,  by  anv  of  the  powers  ooncemed ;  4m  tfaa 
contrary,  he  believes,  ch^t  all  <the  alfjiSy  esoepc 
the  emperor  and  empire,  nmde'their  peace  avidi. 
the  enemy  attlie  same  time  the  qneea  did;  and 
that  none  of  Uiem  did  afterwards  compfanD  to 
her  majesty  (who  survived  the  said  peace  a 
^ear  and  almost  foiur  moodis)  of  any  bardslnps 
miposed  open  chem  in  it :  that  the  prinoes  of 
the  empire,  wlm  oootributed  very  little  to  the 
war,  might  have  condaded  their  peace  upon 
reasoaable  terms,  at  the  same  time  the  other 
aUies  did ;  and  would  probably  have  dqoe  it,  if 
the  emperor,  on  hie  part,  Jiad  been  wiUi^  to 
sign  toother  with  tliem ;  which^  be  is  inibf 
at  the  conolusion  of  any  general  peaoe,  bia 
seldom  done;  and  particularly,  at  the 
conclusions  of  the  peace  of  Monomr,  that  of 
Ntmeghen,  and  that  of  Reswick,  was  n«t  prao- 
tised.  And  he  submits  it  to  your  lordships 
consideration,  whether  the  emperor,  haviiig  bad 
all  reasonable  and  equitable  satisfiMrtiMi  aiade 
him  for  his  pvetensions  to  the  sUcoeasion  of  the 
Spanish  monarchy,  according  to  the  terms  af 
the  grand  alliance,  could  have  any  just  wason 
to  compUin  of  the  queen's  ministers,  or  ihoee 
of  her  allies,  for  concluding  a  peace  witboot 
insisting,  on  his  oocount,  upon  imposaible  eo*- 
ditions ;  especially  when  no  provision  waa  aiade, 
or  ofieied  to -he  made,  to  reimburse  to  her  ma- 
jesty any  part -of  those  vast  sums  ehe  had  sri* 
ready  eapendcd  in  support  of  his  preteastoaa ; 
whilst  he  failed  of  supplying  his  quota  almost  in 
every  part  of  the>war,  notwithstanding  hit  aevr 
and  great  acquisitions:  but  wtM^ther  the  esn* 
peror,  or  any  other  of  the  allies,  had  way  J«mt 
ground  of  complaint  or  not,  suU  the  said  Besl 
presumes  to  insist,  that  it  ought  to  have  baasi 
signified  to  the  qae«'n ;  who  upon  each  aeaa 
plaint,  had  she  found  any  of  her  servaaHJeeUj 
Idameable,  as  disobeying  her  orders,  or  miitoaJ 
ingher  by  thtir  adviee  into  nnjiittifiable  amd 
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Spanish  West  ludies ;  one  of  those  advantage* 
wKich  France  had  discovered  its  willingness 
should  be  allowed  previously  and  entirely  to 
England. 

<*  These  few  general  observations  the  said 
earl  has  thought  fit  to  add  in  the  close  of  his 
Answer  to  the  several  Articles  of  his  Impeach- 
ment; not  on  1^  in  his  own  necessary  vindica- 
tion, but  also  m  defence  of  her  late  majesty's 
conductin  the  negociating  and  concluding  a 
peace,  the  perfecting  of  which  she  esteemed  the 
greatest  happiness  of  her  reign. 

"  Upon  the  review  of  the  Two  and  Twenty 
Articles  with  which  he  is  charged  ;  as  he  is  . 
not  oonscioas  of  any  ofieace  Commuted  by  him 
with  respedtto  any  one  of  them,  so  it  is  with 
a  particular  concern  and  surprize  that  he  re- 
flects on  those  >wo  wherein  he  b  accused  of 
high  treason,  for  endeavouring  to  procuro 
Tooraa^  to  France^  and  so  deprive  the  States 
of  that  mtended  part  of  their  barrier ;  and  for  ' 
procuring  Spain  and  thd  West  Indies  to  the 
duke  of  Anjoii  upon  his  renonciatioo  of  the 
crown  of  France  t  referring  himself  to  what 
he  has  ^id  in  his  answer  to  both  these  articles, 
he  here  further  assures  your  lordships^  (and 
thinks  it  sufficiently  known  botli  at  home  and 
abroad)  that  his  opinion  and  endeavour,  as  oc- 
casion offered,  always  were  for  Tournay*s  re- 
maining (as  it  now  does)  to  the  States  General ; 
and  as  to  the  latter,  he  doubts  not  but  th«t 
what  has  lately  happened  in  France,  is  a  con- 
vincing proof  to  your  lordships,  and  to  all  the 
world,  that  the  renunciation  was  the  best  ex- 
pedient that  could  have  been  proposed^  to« 
wards  hindering  the  two  kingdoms  from  being 
united  under  one  and  the  same  monarch ;  tlNU 
that  branch  of  the  treaty  which  relates  to  this 
expedient  has  fully  answered  iu  end,  and  made 
good  the  character  given  of  it  by  the  queen 
**  that  it  would  execute  itself  ;**  and  therefore, 
that  whoever  advised  this  method  of  separating 
the  two  crownsy  was  so  far  from  being  guilty  of 
any  traiterous  design,  that^  he  eminently  pro- 
moted the  welfare  of  Great  firitaio  and  the 
good  of  Christendom. 

<'  The  said  Earl,  with  all  the  assurances  of 
an  innocent  man,  begs  leave  to  repeat^  that, 
as  well  in  this,  as  in  all  other  affairs  of  state^ 
in  which  he  bad  the  honour  to  be  employed  by 
her  late  majesty,  he  ever  acted,  according  \9 
the  bestof  his  skill  and  judgment,  with  sincere 
desires  and  intentions  to  serve  the  public,  and 
without  any  view  to,  bis  own  private  advantage. 
As  be  was  in  several  great  stations  under  her 
majesty,  he  came  into  all  of  them  by  her  own 
special  command,  without  his  seeking  or  desir- 
ing them  ;  and  he  served  her  in  aU  with  the 
utmost  respect,  zeal,  and  faithfulness ;  and 
white  he  continued  in  tliose  stations,  for  many 
years,  it  was  with  great  wonder  and  pleasure 
that  he  observed  how  her  majesty's  whole 
thoughts,  endeavours,  and  time,  were  divided : 
between  her  duty  to  God  and  her.  love  to  her 
people,  whose  good  and  security  she  preferred 
always  to  her  own  ease,  and  often  hazarded 
her  health  and  life  itself  to  prpcoreitj  be 
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^Ishoiraenble  measures,  might  have  punished 
them  forthwith,  as  theh*  ofiences  deserved :  but, 
nMhing  of  this  kind  havmg  been  done,  he  hum- 
bly leavm  it  to  be  considered  by  your  lordships, 
whether  the  kilence  of  the  poweis  concerned 
doth  flot  carry  in  it  a  strong  presumption, 
ddier  'tiiat  they  had  rio  real  and  Ju!(t  ground 
ef  cotnplaiiit  in  relation  to  the  terms  of  the 
feaee  itself,  or  at  Itrast  did  not  look  upon 
the  mitibters  of  the  queen  as  anv  ways 
tiiMe  to  blahfe  on  that  account :  and  therefore 
tie  RHist  again  beg  leave  to  express  to  yoar  lord- 
ebips  his  coik^i^,  that  he  should  be  charged  as 
a  criittitMil,'^y  the  laws  of  this  land,  for  sup- 
powd  breaches  of  treaties  with  foreign  states; 
iviuch  never  were  complained  of  as  such,  by 
tbose  sttttes  tiriemselves,  during  the  life  of  her 
nijeaftj.  He  desires  further  to  observe  to  your 
brd^ps^  that  wherever  he  is  chftrged  with  car- 
lyiog  on  a  piivate  and  separate  negotiation,  it  is 
aU  ^oog  understood  with  regard  only  to  the 
States  of  the  United  Provinces:  no  step  that 
was  communicated  to  them  being  censured  upon 
thh  accovnt ;  whereas  all  the  other  allies  had, 
ij  virtue  of  their  treaties  with  the  queen,  a  like 
iigbtto  a  communication  of  coui^sels:  and  her 
BMJetty  was  ubder  no  stipulations  to  act  more  in 
eoQcert  with  any  ene,  than  with  all  of  them. 
He  doth  indeed  allow  it  to  have  been  must 
Sf^eeable  to  re«K>n,  and  to  the  interests  of  state, 
t&t  the  qoeen  should  act  in  a  closer  conjunc- 
tion widi  Holland  than  with  any  other  of  her 
dlies,  because  that,  next  to  Great  Britain, 
Holhmd  bore  the  greatest  share  in  the  charge  of 
the  war ;  but  theii  he  hopes  it  will  be  allqwed 
also,  that  the  States  being  more  interested  in 
the  success  of  the  war  than  England,  and  that 
Bi^and  having  submitted  to  a  greater  share  of 
the  burthen,  in  order  to  procure,  not  only  a 
Bttieg  security  for  the  States,  but  such  as 
broi^t  ereat  advantages  to  them,  though  no 
heaefit  toEngJand,  it  was  very  reasonable  for 
Ae  queen  to  take  care  of  the  interest  of  her  own 
kingdoms  some  other  way ;  and,  since  the  ad- 
vantages flhe  demanded  from  tfaNe  enemy  were 
sndl  as  she  might  obtain  without  prgudice  to 
Che  States^  it  was  as  laWful  for  her  to  negotiate 
this  matter,  without  commuoicatiiig  it  original- 
ly and  b  the  first  risfe  of  it,  to  them,  as  it  was  for 
ber  adkl  the  Stetes  to  concert  their  mutual  in- 
terests together,  without  the  imme(|iate  and  ex- 
fress  participation  of  the  other  allies,  which, 
fcetns  known  to  be  done  without  a  design  to 
deleat  any  of  the  nain  ends  of  the  alliance, 
was  never  complained  of  by  any  of  the  con- 
federates: and  as  for  the  matters  concerted 
previously  with  France  for  the  particular 
uterest  of  England,  without  the  original 
interventioo  of  Holland,  the  States  were  so 
ftr  from  protesting  against  her  majesty's  raea- 
sarCB,  and  condemning  her  conduct  in  this  res* 
pect^  tbat  their  minister  proffered  several 
liace^  in  their  natn'e,  to  have  led  the  way  in  the 
iMit  difficult  part  of  the  whole  negotiation,  and 
t»  ymt  done  his  utmost  to  facilitate  the  con- 
^lUoe  of  it,  provided  hh  masters  might  have  a 
_  ia  the  Acuento  contract  ^od  trade  to  the 
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IciMHr,  tbftt  the  most  effectual  mij  lor  any  one 
to  recommend  himself  to  her  good  opinion,  was 
to  act  upon  the  some  principles  of  juitice  and 
iovt  to  hb  country  that  she  did  :  and  as  she 
ahhorred  the  thoughu  ofanj  thing  burtheosome 
or  injurious  to  her  people  ;  so  she  often  ex- 
pressed herself  with  the  greatest  satisfaction 
and  delightf  when  she  reflected  en  the  advan- 
tages obtained  by  her  for  her  own  subjects,  and 
the  quiet  and  repose  the  had  gained  for  £u- 
>ope»  by  that  just  and  honourable  peace,  for 
wliich,  as  the  present  age  duth,  so  generations 
to  come  will,  bless  the  memory  of  that  excel- 
lent and  renowned  queen.  Oxford.*' 

Debate  m  the  Comrnmt  on  the  Earl  of  Ox- 
fari*i  Answer  to  the  ArtieUt  of  Impeachment. "l 
September  7.  The  Lords  sent  a  message  fo  ac- 
quaint the  Commons,  that  the  earl  of  Oxford 
and  earl  Mortimer  had  put  in  his  Answer  to 
the  Articles  of  Impeachment;  and  also  to 
deliver  to  the  House  of  Commons  a  true  copy 
tltfreof.  Hereupon  the  Commons  ordered  that 
the  said  Answer  be  read  on  the  Monday  fol- 
lowing, and  the  said  Answer  being  then  read 
accordingly,  there  arose  a  small  debate. 

Mr.  Robert  WalpoU^  among  other  things, 
aaid,  He  had  not  yet  had  time  to  peruse  and 
examine  that  Answer,  but  that  he  now  heard 
it  read  with  a  great  deal  of  attention,  and,  in 
his  opinion,  it  contahied  little  more  than  what 
had  been  suggested  in  vindication  of  the  late 
measures,  in  a  pamphlet  intituled,  ^  The  Con- 
duct of  the  Allies,^  and  repeated  over  and 
over  in  the  papers  called,  ^  The  Examiner.** 
That  the  main  ^rift  of  this  answer  seemed  to 
prove  these  two  assertions,  1.  That  the  earl 
of  Oxford  had  no  share  in  the  adviiing  and 
managing  the  matters  mentiooed  in  the  articles 
against  him,  but  that  the  late  queen  "did  every 
tiling ;  and  S.  That  the  late  queen  was  a  wise, 
good,  and  pious  princess.  That  if  the  second 
proposition  were  not  better  grounded  than 
the  fint,  the  reputation  of  that  excellent 
princess  would  be  very  precarious:  but  as 
tfty  bodymust  own  her  to  have  been  a  good 
and  pious  Tjueen,  so  it  was  notorious  that  the 
eail  of  Oxford,  as  prime  minister,  was  the  chief 
adviser,  promoter  and  manager,  of  the  matters 
charged  upon  him  in  the  articles  t  and  therefore 
his  answer  was  a  false  and  malicious  libel,  laying 
upon  his  royal  mistress  the  blame  ef  all  the 
pernicious  measures  he- had  led  her  into,  against 
her  own  honour  and  the  good  of  bis  country  : 
<hat  he  hoped  the  eari's  endeavouring  to  screen 
himself  behind  the  <|neen's  name,  would  avail 
him  nothing  ;  That  it  b  indeed,  a  fundamental 
ipaxim  of  our  constitution,' That  Rings  can  do 
no  wrong ;  but  that,  at  the  same  time,  'tis  no 
less  certain,  that  ministers  of  state  are  account- 
able for  their  actions  ;  otherwise  a  parliament 
weald  be  but  an  empty  name ;  the  Commons 
would  have  no  business  in  thac  place;  and 
the  gof  emroent  would  b^  absolute  and  arbi- 
trary. That  though  the  earl  had  the  assurance 
to  aver,  that  he  had  oo  share  in  the  manage- 
,vs«fit  of  afiaift  that  wtre  transacted  while  oe 


was  at  the  helm,  yet  he  preteoded  to  jnstily  the 
late  measures :  and  therefore,  in  that  respect, 
his  answer  ought  to  be  looked  upon  as  m  Ubel 
on  the  proceedings  of  the  Commonsy  since  be 
endeavoured  to  clear  those  persons,  who  had 
already  confessed  their  guilt  by  their  flight. 

Mr,  Shippen  could  not  be  altogether  sileot 
on  this  occasion :  He  said,  That  it  would  not 
become  him  to  defend  the  eari's  Answer,  sines^ 
as  a  member  of  that  Jionousable  assembly,  be 
was  become  one  of  his  accusers:  But  clMit  be 
could  not  forbear  wishing,  ^hat  this  prosecotioo 
nii^ht  be  dropt,  and  that  the  House  would  be 
satisfied  with  the  two  late  acts  of  attainder. 
That  this  wish  of  his  was  the  scron|er,  because 
one  of  the  principal  reasons  that  induced  the 
Commons  to  impeach  the  eari  of  Oxford,  sab- 
sbted  no  longer,  the  afiairs  of  Europe  having 
received  a  sudden  turn  fh>m  the  death  of  the 
French  king;  whereby  the  renunciation  of  king 
Philip  began  to  take  place,  in  the  advancemeat 
of  the  duke  of  Orlepins  to  the  absolute  rcfency 
of  France. 

Mr.  AUlaby  answered,  That  he  hoped  it  aas 
to  little  purpose  the  gentleman  who  spoke  las^ 
endeavoured  to  move  the  pity  and  compaanoa 
of  the  House,  and  persuade  then-  to  drop  this 
prosecution.  That  this  was  not  a  proper  tins 
to  examme  and  reply  to  the  earl  of  Oxfonfi 
Answer;  and  j(herefore  he  would  content  him- 
self with  saying,  in  general,  that  it  was  a  coo- 
texture  of  the  shifts,  evasions,  and  false  repre- 
sentations, contained  in  the  three  parts  of 
**  The  History  of  the  White-Staff.**  That  as  to 
what  hati  been  suggested  conc^oing  the  eteot 
which  seemed  to  have  strengthened  the  renon- 
ciation,  be  did  not  deny,  there  might  be  some- 
thing in  it;  which  was  manifest  fiom  the  great 
joy  the  well-affected  to  the  government  bad 
shewn,  on  this  occasion,  and  m>m  the  mortifi- 
cation and  despair  that  appeared  in  the  facet 
of  a  certain  party :  But  that,  after  all,  it  couid 
not  yet  be  ascertained*  that  the  renundatioa 
was  m  force ;  that  there  was  a  vast  diffoeocs 
between  the  regency  and  the  crown ;  that  tiaM 
only  would  decide  that  matter ;  but  that  even 
supposing  thai^  by  the  concurrence  of  unfive- 
seen  erepts,  king  Philip's  renundatioo  should, 
at  last,  uke  place,  yet  the  same  wouU  not 
justify  the  ministers  who  proposed  and  laid  itas 
the  foundation  of  the  late  peace,  since  they  widi 
whom  they  treated,  were  so  firaok  and  so  sin- 
cere as  to  tell  them,  that  it  could  never  bs 
valid,  by  the  fundamental  laws  of  France. 

After  some  other  speeches,  it  was  ordered, 
That  the  Answer  of  Robert  ^ri  of  OxftMd  and 
earl  Mortimer,  be  referted  to  tbe  Committes 
appointed  to  draw  up  Articles  of  Impcacb- 
ment  and  prepare  evidence  against  the  ion 
peached  lords ;  and  that  the  said  Committss 
do  prepare  a  Replication  to  the  said  Answer. 
Accordingly  on  Sept«  16,  Blr.  Robert  Walpo^ 
from  the  dommittee,  reported  the  said  Bcpit- 
cation,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  after* 
wards  delivered  in  at  the  table,  where  tbestfM 
was  read,  agreed  unto,  and  ordered  to  bs  en- 
grossed.   The  Monday  aftv  the  fOfDQflid  Br 
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plicttioo  was  read,  ^nd  it  was  ordered,  that 
loni  Cofliiigsbj  do  carry  the  same  to  the  Lords ; 
which  bis  lordship  did  accordingly. 

Rtplkatum^  ike  Camtmm  to  Ue  Earl  of 
Oxfoi^i  Amwer  to  the  Arikla  iff  Impeach' 
Mdil.]  The  said  Replication  was  as  follows : 

The  COMMONS^  REPLICATION  to  the 
ANSWER  of  ROBERT  Earl  of  OX- 
FORD and  Earl  MORTIMER 

^TheConinons  bav^  coosidefed  the  An- 
swer of  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl  Mor- 
biMr,  10  the  Articles  of  Impeachment  eihibited 
a^siast  him  by  the  knights,  citiiens,  and  bur- 
gnsts^  in  paruament  assembled ;  and  do  with 
M|ffiiisbmf«t  obserfe,  that  the  said  earl,  in- 
Undoforio^a  reasonable  and  pertinent  an- 
iverto  the  jast  and  heavy  charge  broQ|;ht 
sgsinst  him  by  the  Commons  of  Great  Britam. 
has  presamed  n<^t  only  to  deny  bis  advising  and 
being  concerned  in  any  matters  of  state  in  the 
Artidescharged  against  him,  thoo|;h  confessed 
11^  be  done  under  an  administration  wherein 
hs  was  notorioosly  the  first  minister  and  chief 
dbector;  but  bas  also  joined  therewith  a  falsa 
sod  malicious  libd,  Uymg  upon  his  royal  mis- 
I  the  blame  of  every  thing,  which  by  im- 
;opon  her,  be  had  effected  against  her 
rand  the  good  of  his  country, thereby  at- 
tenpting  to  reflect  upon  the  honour  and  justice 
«f  the  Hooae  of  Commons,  and  to  cast  an 
odim  upoB  their  proceedings  against  him, 
ss  tending  to  asperse  the  memory  of  the 
lata  qoeeo.  But  the  Commons  are  of  opi- 
aioa,  that  if  it  were  possible  to  add  to  the 
hesvy  k>ad  of  guilt  m  which  the  treasons 
aadbcber  most  flf^itious  crimes  committed  hj 
tbt  said  earl  have  already  involved  him,  this 
base  and  smyvteful  attempt  to  impute  them  to 
hisvoyal  mistress  anst  bring  such  a  new  weight 
of  ioMiy  upon  him,  and  so  justly  provoke  the 
iodinialioa  of  the  Commons,  that  they  might 
thiaK  themselves  obliged  to  demand  your  lord- 
ships iflMDediate  jostioe,  for  thb  unwarranted 
ancmpt  upon  the  honour  of  the  late  queen  and 
the  prooeeifiogs  of  parliament. 

**  fiat  the  Commons,  being  sensible  that  the 
and  otbe*-  crimes  whereof  the  earl 
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itiads  impeaclicd,  and  the  necessitjr  of  bring- 
ing him  to  speedy  and  exemplary  justice,  re- 
qiwe  that  all  oocasioos  of  delay  should  be 
avoided ;  and  not  doubting  that  your  lordships 
viH,  in  dim  time,  vindicate  the  honour  Of  the 
Iste  qaeen  nad  of  the  Commons  of  Great  Bri- 
taia,  «mI  tka  justice  qi  their  proceedings :  The 
fiinMsani  do  aver  their  charge  against  the  said 
csil  of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer/  for  high 
Iresson^  and  other  high  crimes  and  misdemea- 
aen,  to  betree ;  and  that  the  said  eari  is 
gsiky  of  afi  and  sin^atar  the  articles  and 
chugmtbcreia  respectively  contained,  in  silch 
msaotr  ns  ho  stands  impeached  ;  and  that  the 
i  wriU  be  foady  to  jnove  their  chane 
D,«tsiich  oonvementtimt  OS  sfanll  be 
r  thoi  pnrpmt.'' 


The  Duke  <f  Ormond  and  Lord  Bolinghroke'i 
Names  raxed  out  tf  the  Roll  cf  Peen]  Sept* 
13.  Notice  being  taken  in  the  House  of  Ldrds, 
*<  That  the  names  of  James  Butler,  duke  of 
Ormond,  and  Heury  St.  John,  viscount  Bo - 
lingbroke,  attainted  by  act  of  parliament  of 
high  treason,  unless  tliey  rendered  themselves 
to  justice  by  the  tenth  of  (his  instant  Septem- 
ber, renuun  in  the  Roll  of  Peen«  delivered  Into 
this  House  by  Garter  la:te  King  at  Arms  :**  It 
is  ordered,  1. "  That  this  House  will  tomorrow 
take  this  matter  into  consideration ;  and  that 
the  Lords  be  summoned  to  attend  the  senrice  of 
this  H^use  upon  that  occasion.  3.  That  the 
Lietenant  of  tne  Tower  of  Londan,  or  the  de- 
puty lieutenant  of  the  same,  do  attend  this 
liouse  to-morrow,  to  give  an  account  whether 
Jaines  duke  of  Qrmond  and  Henry  viscount 
Bolingbroke,  or  either  of  them,  have  render* 
ed  him  or  themselves,  accordins  to  the  form 
of  the  ^acts  of  parliament  for  their  attainder 
respecuvely.'' 

Sept.  14.  Mr.  Doyley,  deputy  lieutenant  of 
the  Tower  of  London,  attending  according  to 
order.  He  was  called  in,  and  examined,  at 
the  bar,  whether  James  duke  of  Ormond  and 
Henry  viscount  Bolingbroke,  or  either  of  them» 
have  rendered  him  or  themselves  to  the  lieu- 
tenant of  the  Tower  within  the  time  prescribed 
by  the  acts  for  their  attainder,  respectively. 
Also  the  Usher  of  the  Black  Rod  was  examined 
touching  the  same.  And  they  severally  ac» 
ouainting  the  House,  <<  that  neither  of  them, 
tne  said  duke  of  Ormond  or  viscount  Boling« 
broke  have  rendered  themselves,  according  to 
die  acts  abovementioned  :**  It  is  ordered,  by  tbo 
Lords  spiritual  and  temporal  in  parliament  as* 
sembled.  That  the  Earl  Marshal  of  Eng- 
land do  cause  the  names  of  the  said  Jamet 
duke  of  Ormond  and  Henry  viscount  Bolin^* 
broke  to  be  razed  out  of  the  Roll  of  Peers,  m 
this  House ;  and  likewise  out  of  all  books  an4 
lists  in  the  Herald's  Office,  wherein  their  or 
either  of  tl^  names  are  inserted. 

Sept.  17.  The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted 
the  House,  ^<  That  as  he  came  in,  Mr.  Le  Neve^ 
Norroy  king  at  arms,  delivered  to  his  lordship 
a  warrant  from  the  earl  of  SuflEblk,  deputy 
Earl  Marshal  of  Englantjl,  directing  the  said 
Le  Neve  to  rase  the  names  of  James  duko 
of  Ocmond  and  Heenr  viscount  Boling- 
broke out  of  the  Roll  of  Peers  ponoant  to 
the  order  of  the  House  of  the  14th  instant.'' 

The  said  Le  Neve  w^  thereupon,  by  direo- 
don  of  the  House,  called  in;  and  having,  at 
the  table,  rated  the  names  of  the  said  Jamet 
duke  of  Ormond  and  Heikry  viscount  Boling* 
broke  out  of  the  said  Roll,  lie  withdrew. 

Report  of  the  Committee  ^Secrecy  reMpecting 
Mr.  Frior.l  Sept.  «0.  Mr.  Walpole  reported 
firoffi  the  Committee  appointed  to  draw  up' Ar- 
ticles of  Impeachment,  and  to  prepare  evidence 
against  the  impeached  lords,  to  whom  it  was 
reiferred  to  lav  before  the  House  so  much  as 
tbi^  should  oiink  propisr  of  the  evidence  of 
Mr,  Prior ;   nod  dso  the  state  ond  curcooi* 
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staBces  of  his  coofinement ;  the  report  which 
thej  had  directed  him  to  make  to  the  House ; 
which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  de- 
livered in  at  die  tnble  ;  Where  the  same  was 
read  :  and  is  as  followeth  :  viz. 

•*  That  in  the  perusal  and  examination  of  the 
several  books  and  papers  referred  to  the  Com^ 
mittee  of  Secrecy,  Mr.  Prior  appeared,  through 
the  whole  progress  of  the  separate  and  perni- 
cious negociations  carried  on  between  the  mi- 
nisters of  Great  Britain  aud  France,  to  have 
been  principally  concerned,  as  an  agent  and  in- 
strument of  those  evil  and  traiterous  counsellors, 
some  of  which  are  already  attainted,  and  others 
stand  impe^K^hed,  of  high  treason,  and  other  high 
crim^  and  misdemeanors  :  and  the  Committee 
conceiving  tliere  were  matter&contained  in  the 
first  general  report,  frgm  which  crimes  of  a  very 
h>gh  nature  might  be  justly  charged  and  imput- 
ecT to  the  said  Mr.  Prior,  whenever  the  House 
should  ,  think  proper  to  euter  into  that  consi- 
deration ;  as  likewise,  that  Mr.  Prioc  was  able 
to  give  great  lights  into  all  those  dark  and  se- 
cret transactions,  when  he  should  be  called 
upon  by  the  great  council  of  the  nation,  or 
any  committee  appointed  by  them,  to  give  an 
accoant  of  the  negociations  in  which  be  was 
concerned  as  a  public  minister ;  the  House; 
upon  a  motion  from  the  committee  for  that 
purpose,  was  pleased  to  order,  before  the  re- 
port was  made,  That  Mr.  Prior  should  be 
taken  into  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms,  to 
prevent  his  making  his  esqape  upon  notice  of 
what  was  contained  in  the  report ; 

"That  this  meliiod  of  confining  Mr.  Prior  is 
not  only  agreeable  to  former  precedents  upon 
the  like  occasions,  but  necessary,  and  essen^al 
to  that  great  duty  and  privilege  of  the  House 
of  Commons  of  redressing  grievances,  and 
brhiging  great  offenders  to  justice. 

**That  the  committee  did,  some  time  after, 
pursuant  to  the  po<ver9  given  them  by  the  House, 
proceed  to  examine  Mr.  Prior  concerning  se- 
veral matters,  of  wbith  there  can  be  no  doubt 
bot  he  was  fully  apprised,  and  acquainted  witli, 
in  which  examination,  Mr.  Prior  did  behave 
himself  with  such  contempt  of  the  authority  of 
parliament,  and  prevaricate  in  so  gross  a  man- 
ner, as  most  justly  to  deserve  the  highest  dis- 
pltasure  of  the  House  : 

**  But  finding  at  last,  after  an  examination 
of  seyer.il  hours,  that  it  was  impossible  for  him 
to  disgOiee,  or  conceal,  some  facta  that  were 
before  the  committee,  he  was  induced  to  declare 
upon  oitb,  some  truths,  «which  will  be  very 
material  evidence  upon  the  trials  of  the.im-. 
peached  lords : 

"  And '  the  ^  committee,  having  notice,  that 
Mr.  Prior  had,  during  his  first  confinement, 
met,  and  cpinferred  with,  tb*  eftrl  of  Oxford^ 
and  his  nearest  relations  and  depeudents,. 
which  Mr.  Prior  confessed  to  b^  true,  thought 
it  their  duty  to  move  the  House,  th(|t  Mr.  Prior 
might  be  committed  to  closer  custody.. 

*'  From  this  short  state  of  the  proceedings 
relaiing.to  Mr.  Prior,  the  Committee  submits 
it  to  tho  wimioBi  of  t^  Hpuse^  whether  bit  be^ 


haviourlias  so  far  merited  the  favoor  and  mtrqr 
of  the  House,  as  to  make  that  confinement 
more  easy  to  liim,  which  his  contempt  of  (be 
Commons  of  Great  Britain,  and  his  notorious 
prevarication^  most  justly  brought  biro  into  : 
And  it  seems  worthy  of  oonskleratioo,  how  ht 
it  may  be  thought  advisable  for  the  Hbuse  of 
Comhions  to  set  at  liberty  a  person  in  tbeir 
custody,  and  commkled,  according  to  the  an- 
cient methods  and  practice  of  parliameoty 
who  is  a  material  evidence  against  high  o^ 
fenders,  under  prosecution  of  th«  Commons  of 
Great  Britain ;  and  who,  there  is  great  reason 
to  apprehend,  would  immediately  wit^mv- 
himself,  and  as  far  as  in  him  lay,  defeat  the 
justice  of  the  nation." 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to 
draw  up  Ariides  of  Impeachment,  and  to  pre- 
pare evidence,  against  the  impeached  lords,  be 
impowered  to  sit,  notwithstanding  an  jadjonra* 
inent  of  the  House. 

Sir  W.  Wymdkanh  tir  Jekn  FackingUm^ 
Mr  Ed,  Harvey,  Mr.  Foster^  Mr.  An$tu,tmd 
Mr.  C.  Kyna^on,  ordered  at  the  Kin^U  iv- 
quest,  to  be  apprehended.]  Sept.  SI;  Mr.  Se- 
cretary Stanhope  aoqnaioted  tiie  Coaoason^ 
That  he  was  commanded  by  the  Kiii|  to  com-.' 
mupicate  to  the  House,  That  hisaiyest^  hav- 
ing just  cause  to  suspect,  that  sir  WiUians 
Wyndbam,  sir  John  Packuiftoo,  Mr.  Edwani 
Harvey,  Mr.  Foster,  Mr»  Anstis  and  Mr.  Cee- 
bet  Kynaston,  .are  engaged  in  a  design  Caaop* 
port  the  iotfittded  InvasioA  of  this  kiagdooly 
bath  given  order  for  apprehending  them  ;  and 
his  majesty  desires  the  consent  of.  this  Honae  lo 
his  causing  them  to  be  aunniitted  and  deimined» 
if  he  shali  judge  it  necessary  so  to  do,  in  pio^ 
suanceof  the  late  act  of  parliaoaent  kkim- 
powering  his  majesty  lo  commit  and  detain  snoh 
persons  as  his  nuyesty  shall .  suspect  are  co»* 
spiring  against  his  person  and  govemoseAt. 
Hereupon  it  was  resolved,  nem.  am.  *'  l%at 
an  bumble  Address  be  presented  tohis  m^esty, 
returning  the  thanks  of  this  House  fi>f  hia .  gra- 
cious message  this  day»  and  for  bia  tender  we^ 
gard  to  the  privUegte«f  this  House;  and  to 
desire,  that  he  will  be  pleased  to  give  ordeis 
for  the  eommittiag  and  detaining  the  senreral 
members  named  in  the  said  asesuig^  pomiaal 
to  the  act  of  ibis  sessions  of  paHiaaieBt  for  thai 
purpofe."* 

*  *^  Upon  this,  wanraots  were  issued  im^ht 
apprehending  the  sis  mmnfoers,  tverof  whei% 
Qanrey  and  Anstis^  happening  to  be  ia  sevrBf 
were  immediately  secured,  Mr.  Harvey  ataj^ 
bed  himself  some  fiew  days  after  with  skkjiifaj 
in  two  or  three  places  of  his  bseaat;  bat  the 
wonnds  proved  not  mortal.  Aa  to  the.Msi, 
Mr.  Fotster  stood  out  ia  defiance  of  jaetk^e, 
and  with  two  Romish  lords  raised  a  reheyioa 
in  Northumberland.  Sk  J.oha  PacUagM 
was  breagbt  up  to  Londear^n  hishomMB 
Worcester^ire,  and  being  esamiaed  beforeJb» 
council,  a^d  nothing  appearing  agamst 
was  honourably  disohmfiL    Md 
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Sct^M  MrdiredtoUamicdfor  iktEarlrf 
Of/M**  TriaL]  The  SMiie  day,  the  Lords 
seat  ft  mesMge  to  mcquaijit  the  Commons, 
Thnt  their  iordahips  baTiag  addreised  hb  mao 

nuMle  his  escape ;  aod  colooel  Huske,  a  ca|K 
taia  io  the  foot-guards^  was  sent  dowB  with  a 
metsfepgef  to  apprelieud  sir  William  Wyndham, 
at  his*  koose  in  Soiiier«elsbire»  where  thejr  ar- 
riped  kMBtween  fuur  and  five  io  the  morning. 
Thedopr  heto^  opened,  they  appeawd  to  be  in 
baste  to  see  SIT  William ;  out  the  porter  told 
them,  he  was  in  hed^  and  could  not  yet  be 
spoke  with.  The  colonel  told  him^  he  cane 
eipreesy  and  the  person  with  him  had  a  packet 
of  letters  of  saeh  consequence,  that  his  master 
nmst  needs  be  immediately  infbnned>  of  it. 
This  cofiFiuced  the  man,  and  sir  William  pre- 
Motly  leaped  out  of  bed,  and  came  in  bis  gown 
to  the  colonel,  who.  told  him,  he  was  his  pri* 
soner,  the  messenger,  at  the  same  time,.shew- 
iqg  the  badge  of  bis  oflke.  Sir  William  said, 
be  readily  sobmiued,  but  desired  no  noise 
migbt  he  oaode  to  frighten  his  lady^  who  was 
wiQi  child.  Then,  they  entered  a  chamber^ 
•here  the  colonel  seeing  sir  William's  eoat  and 
waiscoat  lie,  told  hioH  he  had  orders  to  seize 
all  his  papers ;  and  that  he  must  take  leave  to 
search  hie  pockets^  wherein  he  found  a  bundle 
of  papers,  which-  he  secured;  Sir  WiUiam 
woold  have  direrted  hkn,  by  olGering  him  rery 
frankly  the  keys  of  his  escruloire,  to  search ; 
but  die  colonel  happened  to  secure  the  umisi 
impoftaat  pa|>erSy  as  he  had  reason  to  gness, 
by  the  geeac  :disorder  and  confusion  in  «ir  <  Wil<* 
ham's  looks,  when  he  took  thebaodle.otK  of  his 
waistcoat  pocket.  Sir  William  desired  the 
colonel  <U>  stay  till  seveo  o'ctoek,  and  he  would 
order  iii»  ovv'n  coacfa  and  six  horses  to  be  ready, 
wliich  would  cacry  them  all ;  telling  the  colo- 
aely  he  wonid  only  go  in,  and  pat  on  bts  doatbsy 
and  take  leave  of  fau  lady,  and  then  woald  watt 
00  him.  Out  of  deference  to  that  lady's  noU« 
rdatiens,  who,  besides  their  high  rank,  had  de- 
MTfod  .it  by  their  zeal  and  affection  for  the  pre« 
sent  g^ircmiBeot^  the  colonel  had  particuiat  di^ 
rsQtioai  to-ose  him.with deooraro^  aad.readilT 
complied  with  his  request,  looking -en  ifeas  h» 
parole 'to  xetum:  but  he  soon  found  hiaraelf 
lajstnkea  ia  the  person,  whose  honavrhe^had 
tmsiedto;  for,  though  the  colonel  had  oaosed 
two  doors  of  sir  WiBiaa»'s  bedchamber  to  be 
secofed,  yet,  tbece  beiog  a;  tfaiid^  he  made  his 
eaoape  throagh  it.  The  colonel,,  having  dh-ect- 
pd  tba  meeseafer.  to  suy  at  the  hhuse  till  iur- 
tbsr  0idcff9,  retnmed  with  speed  to  London,  to 
aryaiot  tbe*govemment  with  what  had  ppssed4 
^ksMapoa  the  King  in  couoeil  .thooeht  ^  to 
sign  a  ptvchuaation,  witka  reward  o?  1,000^. 
f^  apfireheadiBg  sir  Wiiliaak 

''  Oae:of  the  papers  found  in  sir  William^i 
pocbeftwaa  said^to  be  a  hstof  the  jirineipal 
pcrmns,  who'had  joinM  io  an  assoaation  to 
£»iv>ar  aiklovasion,  aad  to  advance  the  Pre- 
t«M|Br  to  tl)athn»ac;  which  association  ^  was 
trwiiMUid  to  him  by  the  Idsd Laosdown>  Be 
^JtiMikivtli,  ii4foeiliiiB'fi  gveal«any,  no* 


jesty,  hnaibly  to  desire,  that  he  would  he 
pleased  to  cause  direcbions  to  be  given  to  the 
proper  officers  for  preparing  a  scaffold  in 
Westmiofter  Hall,  for  the  trial  of  Robert  earl 

toriuus  Jacobites,  who  by  this  time  bad  got  to* 

?;ether  at  Bath,  in  order  to  head  the  iniencjed 
nsurrection  in  Somersetshire,  were  extremely 
alarmed  at  the  coming  down  of  the  King's  mes-' 
sengers,  and  left  that  place  with  great  preci* 
pitation,  in  a  very  stormy  night.  Sir  William 
Wyndham,  being  pursued  by  the  proclamation, 
bnd  several  messengers,  thought  a  clergyman's 
habit  the  best  disguise,  and  ordered  one  of  his 
servants  to  write  a  letter  to  a  gentleman  inSor* 
rey,  desiring  him  to  give  his  master  refuge  in 
his  house  |  or,  if  he  would  not  ventinre  so  far, 
to  get  him  a  lodging  in  the  minister's  house, 
where  he  would  come  in  a  habit,  that  would 
i>espeak  him  respect  from  a  det^ryman.  Tfait 
letter  being  brought  to  the  gentleman's  house 
while  be  was  abroad,  his  lady^  opened  it ;  and 
being  frightened  with  the  thought  of  die  dan« 
eer,  which  her  hasband  might  incur  in  harbour* 
fng  a  person  cbargMl  with  treason,  she  thought 
fit  to  send  it  to  t£i  earl  of  Aylesford^  who  foiled 
not  idimediately  to  commonioate  it  to  the  go« 
vemment.  Sir  William  rightly  judging,  by  the 
miscarriage  of  the  letter,  that  he  oouid  hardly 
escape^  thotight  it  prudent  to  surrender  hioiself. 
In  order  to  which,  having  crossed  the  Thaoie» 
nearTbistlewortb,  he  went  first  to  Sion-house^ . 
bdongiog  to  the  duke  of  Somerset^  his  fothOrh 
in*law,  and,  coming  firom  thence*  to  London  tha' 
3d  of  October,  be  pat  himteirinto  the  hands  of 
the  earl  of  Hertford^  hos  brotheriin^w,  captaia 
of  one  of  the  troops  of  life-guards;  who  bat^ 
ing  ghren  notice  of  it  to  Mr.  Secretary  Stan- 
h^ie,  a  messeufMr  was  sent  to  take  sir  WilHafa 
into  custody.  Three  days  after,  he  was  eza-  - 
mined  at  the  council  board,  where  be  flatly  de* 
nicd  he  knew  any  tbiog  of  a  plot.  However, 
an  order  was  made  for  his  commitmeut  to  the 
Tower.  It  was  then  strongly  reported^  the  duka  • 
of  Somerset  offered  to  be  his  bail;  which  the 
councils  did  not  think  fit  to  accept.  But  whe- 
ther the  duke  bore  this  denial  impatieatly,  and 
expressed  soaiaeeMinment  upon  it  too  warmly, 
it  IS .  cejtain,  he:  was  removed  from  his  place  of 
Master  of  the  Horse;"    TindaK 

<<  Tbe-follo^viiig  ane^dotev  relattog  to  the  ar* 
rest  of  Bvt  Wittma  Wyndham^  places  lord 
Townsheod'ftifiniBMiB  of  character  ia  a  coa* 
spicoons  poiiit  of  view,  ft  was  tommnnicacad 
to  me  by  his 'grandson  lord  Sydney;  Whenr 
the  intaUlgeiice  that  %n  William  Wtndham  was 
concerned  in  a'pre^tedYiiMn^tn  mour  of  the 
Pretender, ^as  laid  before ' the  eabinery  the- 
duke  of  Sotoetvec^  aniions  that  hfii  sdn(4nf lair^ 
sir  William  Wyndham,  should  not  betakea 
into  custody,  offered  to  be  responsible  for  bim. 
The  ministers  were*indin«d  to  g^e  way^  f&t  fear 
of  offending  a  person'of'the<ltilM»*stO]Meq6eAc6', 
who,  besides  his  situation  of  Master  of  the  Horse^.* 
had  great  influence  with  the  Whigs.*  The  king 
Was  present:  Th^  proofs agaiMt sir  William* 
Wyadham  were  so  ftroag^  thte  lord  TowosbeiMl 
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of  Oxford  and  €«ri  Mortimery  who  now  suoida 
impeached  bj  this  Houte  of  bi^di  treason 
aud  other  high  crimet  aud  misaemeaDors, 
hit  m^esty  had  been  praciooslj  pleaded  to 
say,  '*  He  would  give  directions  to  the  proper 
officers  pursuant  Co  the  said  Address.^ 

The  Spedcer's  Speech  to  the  King,  on  pre- 
UHtUg  the  Money  BilU,]  The  same  daj, 
the  king  went  to  the  House  of  Peers,  and  the 
Commons  /attending,  the  Speaker,  upon  pre- 
senting the  Money  BiUs,  made  the  following 
Speech  to  his  majesty  : 

**  Most  gracious  Sovereign ;  - 

**  Your  majesty's  most  dutlAil  and  loyal  sub* 
jects,  the  knights,  citixens,  and  biiijgesses  in 
parliament  assembled,  have  'now  finished  the 
supplies  granted  to  your  majesty  for  the  ser^ 
yice  of.thu  present  year.  Your  Commons  had 
much  sooner  offered  these  supplies  to  your 
najtesty,  had  not  their  zeal  for  your  nuijesty's 
service,  and  the  duty  they  owe  to  their  coun- 
try, led  them  into  inquiries  which  bate  drawn 
this  session  to  an  unusual  length. 

•«  But  your  Commons  could  not  see,  without 
the  utmost  indignation,  the  glories  of  her  late 
mi^esty's  reigu  tarnished  vj  a  treacherous 
cessation  of  arms ;  the  faith  of  treaties  violated, 
that  fincient  probity,  for  wliich  the  Engtisb 
nation  had  been  justly  renowned  throughout  all 
ages,  exposed  to  scorn  and  contempt ;  and 
t^  trade  of  the  kingdom  given  up  by  insidious 
and  precarious  treaties  of  commerce,  whilst 
the  people,  amused  with  new  worlds  explored, 
ipvere  contented  to  see  the  mo%t  advantageous 
branches  of  their  commerce  in  Europe  lost,  or 
betrayed. 

**  Such  was  the  condition  of  this  kingdom, 
wben  it  pleased  the  divine  Providence  to  call 
your  majesty  to  the  throne  of  your  ancestors, 
under  whose  auspicious  reign  your  Commons 
with  pleasure  bdield  the  glories  of  the  Plan* 
tagenets  (your  majestVs  royal  ancestors)  re- 
vive ;  and  have  an  untxmnded  prospect  of  the 
continuance  of  this  happiness,  even  to  the 
latest  posterity,  in  a  race  of  princes  lineally 
descended  from  your  majesty. 

^*  And  that  nothing  might  be  wanting  on  the 
part  of  your  Commons,  to  establish  your  ma- 
jesty's throne  on  solid  and  lasting  foundations, 
they  have  applied  themselves,  with  unwearied 
dilifeode,to  vindicate  the  honour  of  the  British 
nation,  and  to  restore  a  mutual  confidence  be- 
tween this  kingdom  and  its  ancient  and  faithful 

■  ■        ■      ■  '■  I     ■■      I  ■  ■  '    ■ 

deemed  it  necessary  that  government  should 
BOt  appear  «fraid  to  airctt  such  an  offender,  let 
bis  rank  or  connexions  be  what  tbev  mi|bt, 
an^  moved  aocordingly  to  have  him  takeninto 
custody.  Near  ten  minutes  passed  .in  silence 
before  any  one  ventured  to  ag;re»with  him; 
when  at  last,  two  or  tlirce  rose  at  the  same 
BMunent  to  second  him,  and  the  arrest  was 
decreed.  As  the  king  retired  into  his  closet, 
be  took  hold  of  lord  Towoshend*s  hand,i  and 
said,  *  You  have  done  me  a  freat  tervict  to- 
*49jr'^    Cose'eWalpok* 


allies,  by  detecting  the  autbon  of  these  perni- 
cious counsels,  and  the  actors  in  these  treacher- 
ous designs,  in  order  to  bring  th^m  to  justice, 
by  the  judgment  of  their  peers,  according  to 
the  law  of^be  land,  and  the  usage  of  pvlia- 
ment. 

**  It  was  not  to  be  expected,  but  that  the 
enemies  to  the  nation's  peace,  would  use«beir 
utmost  endeavours  to  obstruct  your  Commons 
in  these  inquiries ;  but  despairmg  of*  any  sue* 
cess  in  the  representative  body  of  the  kingdom, 
they  fomented  tumults  among  the  dregs  of  tbe 
people  at  home,  and  spirited  up  the  Pretendee 
to  an  Invasion  from  abroad.  This  gave  yoor 
faithful  Commoas  fresh  opportunities  of  sbetna^ 
their  affection  to  your  majesty's  person,  and 
their  fidelity  to  your  government,  by  their  on* 
animous  concurrence  in  granting  such  supplies 
as  were  sufficient  to  disappoint  tbe  one,  agud  by 
their  passing  such  laws  as  were  necessary  to 
suppress  the  other ;  and,  in  ever^  respect,  to 
express  their  abhorrence  of  a  popi^  Pretender 
concerning  whom,  nothing  remains  unsuspected 
but  his  bigotry  to  superstition,  and  bis  hatred  to 
our  holy  religion;  for  the  advancemedti  of 
which  your  majesty  has  expressed  your  pious 
care,  by  recommending  to  your  Commons  thm 
providiiig  maintenance  for  the  ministers,  who 
are  to  officiate  in  the  new  churches.  This  your 
Commons  readily  complied  with,  trusting,  ibmt 
the  prayers  there  offered  to  the  Almighty,  will 
bring  down  a  blessing  on  all  your  majesty's  on* 
dertakinp:  and  not  doubting,  but  timt  tbe 
doctrines  there  taught,  will  be  a  means  to  se- 
cure the  quiet  of  your  kingdoms,  and  tbe  obedi* 
ence  of  your  people. 

**  The  revenue  set  ftpmt  for  tbe  oaei  of  the 
civil  government^  yoor  Conmy  us  found  so  mueb 
intangled  with  mortgages  and  anticipatioiiap 
that  what  remaihed,  was  far  firom  beiog  snfl&ci- 
ent  to  support  the  houour  and  dignity  of  th* 
crown  t  this  your  Commons  took  into  aerioya 
consideration,  and  being  truly  sensible,  that  ou 
your  majesty's  greatness  the  happiness  of  yoor 
sub^ecu  entirely  depends,  they  have  pot  thm 
civil  revenues  into  tne  same  state,  inwbichthey 
were  granted  to  your  majesty^  glorious  prede- 
cessor, king  William,  of  immortal  memory  :  sumI 
thereby  enabled  your  majesty  to  make  an  anuplo 
provision  for  tbe  Prince  of  Wales,  wboae  Ae- 
roic  virtues  are  tbe  best  security  of  yoor  ma- 
jesty's throne,  as  his  other  personal  endows 
ments  are.thejoyof  all  vourtaathful  subjects. 

**  1  should  but  ill  disduuije  the  trust  reposed 
in  me  b]r  the  Commons,  did  I  not  lav  belore 
your  m^esty,  with  what  cheerfulness  tbey  re*. 
ceived  your  majesty's  gracioos  intentiona  for 
her  royal  highness  tbe  Princess;  and  with  kow 
much  readiness  and  unanimity  they  cnabied 
your  majesty  to  settle  a  revenue  suitable  to  thm 
dignity  of  a  princess,  whose  piety,  and  stcadj 
adherence  to  the  Protestant  Bekpon,  it  tlse 
glory  of  the  present  age,  and  will  be  the  ednu* 
ration  of  all  tuture  generations. 

<•  May  it  please  your  majesty ;   Tbe  bsHe 


which  the  Commons  bavepEepered  to  coo^eto 
tbtiupplicffiwthiiycar'ticriici^  andfor 
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other  pirposet  I  li«Te  mentioned,  arii  severmlly 
iiitided,->-l.  *  An  Act  to  enable  hb  uiajestj  to 

*  settle  a  BeiFcnne  for  supporting  the  dignity  of 
'berrojal  highness,  &c.— 8.  An  Act  for  en- 

*  Jaiging  the  capiul  stock  and  yearly  fond  of  the 
'South  Sea  Company,  &c. — S.  An  Act  for 
<  Baking  provision  for  the  Ministers  of  the  fifty 
« new  Chorines,  &c.>  Which  the^  with  all  hn- 
aihtynow  present  to  yonr  miyesty  for  your 
royal  assent. 

After  tbis^  his  majesty  gave  the  royal  assent 
to  the  three  BiUs  before  mentioocd,  as  also  to 
six  more  public,  and  to  nine  private  bills. 

neKmgi  Speech  Mt  the  Aifywmment.]  Then 
to  oiajesty  was  pleased  to  declare  from  the 
throve,  that  he  had  ordered  the  ]>>rd  Chancel- 
lor to  deliver  his  majesty's  Speech  to  both 
houses  of  parliament,  in  his  majesty^s  name  and 
words,  which  he  did  accordingly,  as  follows  : 
'<  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen ; 

<<  I  am  persuaded  you  are  all  by  diis  time 
rery  desirous  of  some  recess,  and  that  it  cannot 
he  deferred  longer,  without  great  ioconreoi- 
esce  to  your  private  affairs. 

*'  But  before  I  part  with  you,  I  must  return 
3roo  my  most  sincere  thanks  for  your  having 
finished,  with  so  mudi  wisdom  and  unanimity, 
what  I  recommended  to  your  care ;  and  parti- 
cuUrly  I  must  thank  you,  gentlemen  of  the* 
Hottse  of  Commons,  for  the  provision  you  have 
made,  as  well  for  the  support  of  the  honour  and 
dignity  of  the  crown^  as  mr  the  other  necessary 
obcasions  of  the  public ;  especially  for  your 
having  done  it  by  means  so  httle  burthensome 
to  ay  people  ;  which,  I  assure  you,  recom- 
meods  the  supplies  to  me  above  any  other  dr- 
anastance  whatsoever. 

**  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen  ; 

**  The  open  and  declared  rebellion,  which  is 
BOW  actually  b^im  in  Scotland,  must  convince 
all,  who  do  not  wish  to  see  us  given  up  into  the 
bands  of  a  popish  Pretender,  of  the  dangers  to 
which  we  have  been,  and  are  still  exposed. 

"  I  thought  it  incumbent  upon  me,  to  give 
you  the  earliest  notice  of  the  designs  of  our 
enemies,  and  I  cannot  sufficiently  commend  the 
zeal  and  dispatch  with  which  you  impowered 
Be,at  a  time  when  the  nation  was  in  so  naked 
and  defenceless  a  condition,  to  make  such  pre- 
pjuatMOBa  as  I  should  think  oecetsary for  ourse- 
airity.  Yoo'shaH  have  no  reason  to  repent  of 
the  trust  and  confidence  you  repose  m  me, 
wfaidi  I  dmll  never  use  to  any  other  end  than 
for  the  protection  and  welfare  of  mv  people. 

^Jt  was  scarce  to  be  imagined,  that  any 
of  my  protestant  subjects,  who  have  known 
and  enjoyed  the  benefits  of  our  excellent  con- 
stitation,  and  have  heard  of  the  great  dangers 
they  were  wonderfully  delivered  from  by  the 
happy  Revolution,  should,  by  any  arts  and 
mam^ment,  be  drawn  into  mei^tires  that 
most  ft  ance  destroy  their  religion  and  liber- 
ties, and  sobject  them  to  popery  and  arbitrary 
power;  but  fuch  has  been  our  misfortune,  that 
IM  manv  of  9>y  people  have  been  deluded, 
aad  onute  instrument  to  the  Pretender'li  de- 
agas^'wha  had  o^cr  d^rai)  Jto  U^ok  ,of  in- 


vading us,  or  raising  a  rebellion,  Jiad  ho  not 
been  encouraged  by  the  success  his  emissaries 
and  adherents  have  already  had  in  stirring  up 
riots  and  tinnults,  and  by  the  farther  hopfes  they 
entertain  for  raising  insurrections  in  many  parts 
ofmykiogdoma. 

"  The  endeavouring  to  ^persuade  my  people, 
that  the  church  of  E^land  is  an  danger  under 
my  government,  has  been  the  main  artifica 
empfoyed  in  carrving  on  this  wicked  and  trai- 
tojous  design.  This  insinuation,  after  the  so* 
lemn  assaranoes  I  have  given,  and  my  having 
laid  hold  on  all  opportimities,  to  do  eVery  thing 
that  may  tend  to  the  advantage  of  the  church 
of  England,  is  both  unjust  and  ungrateful :  Nor 
^can  I  believe  so  groundless  and  malicious  a 
calumny  can  make  anv  impression  upo6  tde 
minds  of  m^  faitliful  subjects,  or  that  they  can 
be  so  far  misled  as  to  tbmk  the  church  of"^£ng« 
land  is  to  be  secured  by  setting  a  popish  Pre* 
tender  on  the  throne. 

**  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen ; 

**  The  proofs  this  parliament  has  given  of 
their  unshaken'duty  and  a^ection'  to  me,  and 
of  their  love  and  zeal  for  the  interest  of  their 
country,  will  recommend  you  io  the  good  opi- 
nion and  esteem  of  all  who  have  their  religioa 
and  Hhertj^  .truly  at  heart,  and  has  laid  a  last* 
ing  obligation  upon  me ;  and  I  question  not. 
but  by  your  farther  assistance  in  the  several 
countries  to  which  you '  are  going,  with  the 
blessing  of  Almighty  God,  who  has  so  fire- 
quently  interposed  m  favour  of  this  nation^  I 
shall  be  able  to  disappoint  and  defeat  the  de- 
signs of  our  enemies. 

**  Our  meeting  a|^in  to  do  business  early  in 
the  next  winter  will  be  useful  on  many  ac- 
counts; particularly,  that  the  sitting  of  parlia^- 
ments  may  be  agam  brought  into  that  season 
of  the  year  which  is  roost  convenient,  and  that 
as  little  delay  may  be  given  as  is  possible  to 
your  judicial  proceedings:  And  I  shall,  at  pre- 
sent, give  sncn^orders  to  my  Lord  Chancellor, 
as  may  not  put  it  longiiutof  my  power  to  meet 
you,  on  any  sudden  occasion  .'^ 
'  Then,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  having  received 
directions  firom  his  majesty,  returned  to  his 
place ;  and  said, 

^'  My  lords  and  gentlemen;  It  is  bis  ma^ 
jesty's  royal  wilt  and  pleasure,  that  both  Houses 
should  forthwith  severally  adjourn  themselves 
to  Thursday  the  6th  of  October  next.'' 

October  6.  The  parliament  being  met  at 
Westminster  pursuant  to  their  last  adjourn- 
ment, Mr.  Secretary  Stanhope  acquainted  the 
House,  That  it  Was  the  ling's  pleasure,  that  the 
parliament  should  be  adjourned  for  a  fortnight ; 
and  therefore  desired  that,  the  llouse  would 
adjourn  itself  until  the  SOth  of  October;  which 
the  House  did  accordingly. 

October  SO.  Mr.  Secretary  Stanhope  ac- 
ouainted  the  House  with  his  majesty's  pleasure, 
tnat  the  parliament  be  adjourned  until  the  $^ 
of  November.  Upon  which  the  Commons 
adjourned  themselves  to  thai  day,jaiid  after- 
wards to  November  ^Ist,  and  then  to  Deoeni^ 
her  14»  at  hi*  majesty's  desire. 

Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


«23] 


PARL.  UIST(mY,  SGeowesI.  1116.^1**  tut^i  Speech 


jm 


Dcceoftber  14.  The  Coodidom  ordered,  Tkat 
•ir  Edward  Nordiej  be  «dded  to  Uw  Cooiinii- 
lee  of  Seereoj^,  io  (be  room  of  sir  Ricbard 
Oosioir,  bfttt.  wbo  bad  acoepced  tbe  place 
of  one  of  the  ccUeis  of  hit  mtjoity't  excfaeqaer, 
and  was  not  rechoseo.  1%  was  ofderod  iiko- 
wiae.  Thai  Mr.  Speakerdo  witta  otraolar  let- 
ters io  all  tbe  Sbenfis  of  tbe  kingdon,  (o  siin»- 
Hioa  the  f»ciikbers  in  their  respective  eoanties 
to  attend  tbe  service  of  tbe  Honse  upon  the  9th 
of  JaiMiarjrs  After 'whach  Mr.  Secretary  Stan- 
hope aoouainted  tbe  Hoase,  that  he  bad  a 
mesMfe  mm  his-majestj  to  this  Honse,  signed 
by  liis  Mjesty,  which  he  delivered  to  Mr. 
Speaker,  as  foUowt,  vix. 

"  G.  R. 

''  His  majesty  understanding,  that  many, 
both  of  tlie  House  of  Lords  and  Commons,  are 
detained  in  the  country,  as  well  by  their  pri- 
vate as  the  public  business;  and  the  bolicmjrs 
beiog  now  so  near,  during  which  there  is 
usuilly  a  recess,  it  is  his  majesw's  pleasure, 
that  tlie  parliament  adjourn  to  Monday  the 
9th  day  ot  January  next,  at  which  time  bb  ma- 
jesty intends  the  parliament  shall  sit  to  do 
business.'^ 

Then  the  Honse  accordingly  adjourned  till 
Monday  the  9th  of  January. 

Tkt  King*$  Speech  to  both  Hou$e$  refpecting 
ihe  AtbellUm.]  January  9, 1716.  The  Parlia- 
ment being  met  at  Westminster,  the  king  went 
lo  tbe  House  of  Peers,  and  tbe  Commons  be* 
inc  sent  ibr  up,  and  attending,  the  lord  Chan* 
cellor  read  his  majesty's  Speech  to  both  Houses, 
••  follows  t 

^<  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen ; 

"  The  £eal  and  affectioo  to  ny  government, 
and  tbe  vigilaut  care  for  the  safety  of  the  na- 
tion, which  yon  have  shewn  in  yoer  respective 
counties,  have  not  only  fully  answered  my  ex- 
pcotations,  but  gire  me  assurances  that  yoa 
are  met  together  resolved  to  act  with  a  spirit 
becoming  a  tipie  of  common  danger^  and  with 
such  a  vigour,  as  will  end  in  the  confusion  of 
alt  those  who  havft  openly  engaged  in  this  Re- 
hellioB,  and  in  the  shaaM-aMTreproadi  of  sach 
as  by  secret  and  malicious  insinuations,  have 
fiMMentcd,  or  by  aa  avowed  indifiepence  en- 
couraged this  traiteffetts  eaterprize. 

*'  It  is,  I  doubt  not,- a  great  satislactioa  to 
you  to  have  observed,  that  the  powew  yoa  en- 
trusted me  with  for  the  preservation  of  the 
pablic  safety,  have  been  eoiployed  in  the  most 
proper  and  ^Rsctual  manner,  and  madettrictiv 
subservient  to  those  purposes  only  for  which 
you  intended  them ;  and  you  must  have  bad 
the  pleasure  to  reiSect  with  me^  that  as  the 
measures  taken  for  our  defence,  have  •  been 
just  and  necessary,  so  it  has  pleased  the  Oli- 
vine Providence  to  bless  them  with  a  series  of 
•uiuble  success:  and  I  cannot  hot  take  this 
opportunity  of  doing  justice  to  the  officers  and 
•oldiers  of  the  army,  whose  brave  and  finthfal 
discharge  of  their  dut]F>  has  disappointed  our 
•Mmies,  and  coatnboted  so  much  to  thesa^ 
of  the  nation.'' 


<<  I  did  hope,  that  the  deiecHqg  a«d 
preventing  the  designed  insurrectiuhs  in  ooma 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  defeating  in 
ochen,  those  wbo  bad  ta4en  up  arsas  against  m^^ 
woold  have  pot  an  end  to  tins  rebellion ;  font  h 
is  plain  that  our  caemieSf  animaied  by  som^ 
secret  hopes  of  assistance,  are  eliU  endeavodr^ 
ing  to  sapport  this  desperate  oadertakiog ;  and 
the  Pretender,  as  I  have  reason  to  believe,  is 
now  landed  in  Scotland. 

**  ft  is  however  with  pleasure  I  can>aoqaaint 
you,  that  notwithstanding  these  intestiae  com^ 
motions.  Great  Britain  has,  in  some  measare, 
reoovered  its  influence  and  reputation  abroad, 
llie  treatjT  for  setting  the  barrier  for  the  Ne^- 
tberlands  is  now  fuHy  concluded  between  the 
emperor  and  the  States  General,  under  my 
guaranty :  tbe  king  of  Spain  has  agreed  to  a 
treaty,  by  which  that  valuable  branch  of 
our  commerce  will  be  dditered  fHwn  tbe  new 
impositions  and  hardships,  to  which  it  was  sub- 
jected hv  the  late  treaties;  and  will  stand 
settled,  for  the  future,  on  a  foot  more  advan- 
tageous and  certain  than  it  ever  did  in  the 
most  flourisiiing  time  of  any  of  my  prede- 
cessors ;  and  tbe  treaty  for  renewing  all  former 
alliances  between  the  crown  of  Great  Britnin 
aad  the  States  General  is  brought  Vitrj  near  to 
iu  conclusion. 

**  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons  ; 

"  I  must  rely  on  your  affiection  to  me,  and 
your  care  and  concern  for  the  safety  of  tbe 
nation,  to  grant  me  such  supplies  as  may 
enable  me  to  restore,  and  to  secure,  the  peace 
of  tbe  kingdom ;  and  I  will  order  estimates  of 
tbe  necessary  expenees  to  be  laid  before  you. 

*'  Among  the  many  unavoidable  ill  conse- 
quences of  this  rebellion,  none  aflfects  me  more 
sensibly  than  that  extraordinary  burden,  which 
it  has  and  must  create  to  my  faithful  svthieots : 
to  ease  them  as  far  as  li^  in  my  power,  I  take 
this  tirst  opportunity  of  .declaring.  That  I  will 
freeljf  give  up  all  the  estates  that  shall  beeomo 
forfeited  to  the  crown  by  this  rebeMion,  to  be 
afSplied  towards  defraying  tbe  extraordinwj 
expence  incurred  on  tms  occasion. 
**  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen ; 

<<  It  b  a  matter  of  the  greatest  nneasiiteaa  to 
me,  that  the  first  years  of  my  raigi,  the  whole 
course  of  which  I  wished  to  hutb  transmitted 
to  posterity,  distinguished  bv*the  fair  aMi  ea« 
dearing  marks  of  peace  ana  clemency,  aboald 
be  clouded  and  overcast  with  so  unnatoral  a 
rebellion;  which,  however  inpotent  and  un- 
saccessfol  a  due  care  may  reader  it  in  all 
other  respects^  does  most  sensibly  alBict  me,  bj 
the  calamities  it  has  brought  on  many  of  my 
faithful  subjects,  and  by  those  indimensable  re^ 
turns  of  severity,  which  their  suneriogs,  an^ 
the  public  safety,  do  most  justly  call  for.  Un- 
der this  concern,  my  greatest  comfort  is,  Jibat  ] 
cannot  reproach  myself  with  having  givesi  thi 
least  provocation  to  that  spirit  of  disconteni 
and  odumny  that  has  been  let  loose  againsi 
me;  or  at  least  the  pretence  for  kindling  th 
flame  of  this  Rebellion. 

<<Lpt  thete  whost^ioal  aoinsels  had  Ui 
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Enmdatkm  of  a](  these  miichiefsi  and  those 
y/ihoBt  privatie  discontents  and  disappoint* 
lieots,  disguised  ubder  folse  pretences,  hare 
hetrajed  great  nombers  of  deluded  people  into 
dieir  own  destroction,  answer  for  the  miseries 
is  which  they  hare  inrolred  their  fellow-sub* 
j^cts.  I  question  not,  but  that,  with  the  con- 
oraance  of  God's  blesstog,  who  alone  b  able 
t6  form  good  out  of  evil,  and  with  the  cheer^ 
ftl  assistance  of  my  parliament,  we  shall,  in  a 
short  time,  see  this  rebellion  end,  not  only  in 
rtttoring  the  tranquillity  of  my  goremment,  but 
in  procuring  a  firm  and  lasting  establishment  of 
that  excellent  constitution  in  church  and  state, 
vfuch  it  was  manifestly  designed  to  subvert ; 
aod'that  this  open  and  flagraot  attempt  in 
&TOQr  of  Popery,  wiU  abolish  all  other  distinc- 
ttms  among  us,  but  of  such  as  are  zealous 
SBertorsof^the  liberties  of  their  coantry,the 
pfeseot  establishment,  and  the  Protestant  re-> 
u^on,  and  of  such  as  are  endeavouring  to 
sibject  the  nation  to  the  revenge  and  t^rauny  of 
a  Popish  Pretender/' 

TU  LortU'  Addreu  thtreon.l  The  Lords 
agreed  open  the  following  Addr«M: 

*^  Most  Gracious  Sovereign  \ 

**  W^  yo*^  majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
Bobjects,  the  Lords  spiritual  add  temporal  in 
pamament  assembled,  do  return  our  most  un- 
lagned  thanks  to  vour  majesty,  for  your  most 
gracioua  speech  nt>m  the  throne;  and  do, 
with  great  joy,  lay  hold  of  this  opportunity 
to  oongratolate  your  majesty  on  the  successes 
with  which  it  has  pleased  Almighty  God  to 
bless  your  majesty's  arms  and  counsels,  against 
the  rebels. 

*'  We  are  so  truly  sensible  of  the  Happiness 
which  tbe  nation-  enjoys  under  your  m^esty's 
government,  that  we  should  be  wanting  to 
oor  own  interest,  as  well  as  to  the  duty  we 
owe  to  your  majesty,  did  we  not  exert  our- 
selves with  the  utmost  spirit  and  vigour  in'thi^ 
present  time  of  danger  to  tbe  confusion  of  all 
soch  as  are  either  actors  or  abettors  in  the 
present  wicked  and  unnatural  reliellion,  and  to 
t^  reproach  of  those  who  affect  to  appeal 
lakewarm  or  indilTerent  in  the  cause  of  their 
king  and  country/ 

^<  Our  satisfactioDf  in  observing  the  just  and 
wise  Me  of  that  power  with  which  the  parlia- 
meoi  entmsted  your  maiesty  in  this  great  ron- 
iuoctore,  can  be  equalled  by  aoihing  but  our 
^j  for  those  remarkable  successes  which  hard 
been  the  natural  conseqnencef  of  it.  ' 

**  We  cannot  sufficiently  praise  the  fidelity 
and  brarery  which  your  army  hare  shewn  on 
this  occa^n;  ind  assure  ourselres,  that  all 
yoar  laithfal  subjects,  who  are  inQuenced  by 
the  aaoae  principles  of  honour  and  duty,  will 
be  aik  active,  in  their  sereral  stations,  to  pro- 
mote tbe  service  of  your  majesty,  and  tbe 
safagr  of  die  public. 

*Tte  landing  of  the  Pretender  in  Scotland 
w9l  enlj  serve  to  animate  this  our  zeal  for  your 
wiiertj;  and  vre  doubt  aot  but  il  will  prove  his 


last  efibrt  for-  distarbiog  the  peace  of  year 
majeStVs  reign. 

*<  We  are  highly  sensible  of  tbe  securil^  and 
honourwhichiidoundsto  tbe  nation,  by  the 
treaty  for  seitlitig  the  harrier  in  the  Nether- 
lands under  your  majesty^s  guarranty  ;  and  ot 
the  adrantages  which  will  accrue  to  your  sub* 
ject8,bythe  treaty  of  commerce  with  Spain  | 
and  by  the  negociations  which  are  now  on  fbot^ 
for  the  renewing  of  all  alliances  with  theanci* 
ent  and  Cuthfm  friends  of  (his  kingdom^  tbe ' 
States  GeneraL 

<^  It  is  with  equal  pleasure  and  astooishment^ 
that  we  see  your  flaajcsty  has  been  able,  in  m 
time  of  intestine  troubles^  recover^  in  a  great 
measure,  the  reputation  and  commerce  of  the 
Britbh  nation ;  and  that  you  have  gained  more 
advantageous  terms  of  trade  for  your  subjects, 
than  what  were  procured  by  any  of  your  royal 
predecessors,  who  had  so  much  fairer  opportu- 
nities of  demandii^  them.  . 

"  We  want  wor^  to  express  our  gratitude 
to  your  majesty  for  your  gracious  and  uoparal* 
leled  resolution,  to  give  up  all  the  estates,  that 
shall  become  forfeited  by  the  rebellion,  to  the 
use  of  the  public :  and  promise  ounielves  that 
all  your  faithful  subjects,  will,  with  ereat  cheer* 
fblness,  do  their  part  towards  enabling  you  te 
restore  and  secure  the  peace  of  the  kingdom,  to 
which  your  majesty  contributes  in  so  generous 
a  manner,  out  of  the  profits  inherent  to  joat 
crown  and  royal  dignity. 

**  That  endearing  ^ndeme^  and  demeocyf 
which  your  miyesty  expresses  towards  aJi 
your  'subjects,  very  much  aggravates  the 
guilt  of  those,  who  have  taken  up  arms* 
against  so  good  and  gracious  a  sovereign ;  and 
we  cahnot  think,  without  the  titmost  horror,  of 
those  who  rebel  against  a  prince  of  so  much 
goodness,  or  spread  falshoods  and  calumnies 
against  your  sacred  person,  at  the  same  time 
that  you  are  studying  to  advance  their  welfare 
and  happiness. 

"  We  cannot  desire  a  greater  instance  of  tbia 
yowt  majesty's  affection  to  vour  people^  thaa 
the  sense  which  your  mtj^s^  expresses  of 
those,  whose  evil  counsels  laid  tbe  foundatioa 
of  all  our  mischiefs,  and  whose  self  inlerestfd 
views,  have  deluded  buch  numbers  of  uawarj 
men  into  their  own  destruction*. 

«' We  heartily  pray  Almighty  God,  that  he 
may  grant  your  majesty  a  loog  and  hftppy  reiga 
over  us,  and  bless  your  endeavours  with  suo« 
cess,  for  tbe  proci  -ing  of  a  firm  and  lasting  esta* 
blishmcnt  of  our  excellent  constitution  m 
Church  and  State.  And  as  we  shall  alwava 
oppose  the  attempts  of  such  men,  as  would  sot« 
ject  tlie  nation  to  the  revenge  and  tyranny  of 
a  popish  Pretender  ;  so  we  shall  always  value 
beyond  any  honours  or  titles  we  can  enjoy,  the 
cluU'acter  of  being  faithful  subjects  to  your  ma« 
jeaty,  zealous  assertors  of  the  liberties  of  our 
country,  the  present  establbbment,  and  the 
Protestant  R^ion.^ 

The  IRngU  Answer.]  Janoary  11.  Tbe  Eii^ 
returned  the  foUowiog  Answer  thertte  i 
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^  I.tha|]JE  jou  beaitHj  f6r  this  dutiful  and 
loyal  Address.  I  depend  entirely  apon  the  as- 
Wfancts  you'gife  me  ;  and  .sbell  eVer  steadily 
pnrsae'snch  measares,  as  may  bebt  support  the 
cottstitution  in  church  and  state  ;  and  I  doubt 
noe  but^  by  the  biessinfr  of  Ood,  and  your  tssis- 
tance,  \  shall  defeat  tne  designs  of  our  ene- 


Mr^  LechmertU  Speech  for  an  Impeachnent 
4fihe  Rebel  LordtJ]  The  Commons  being  re- 
turned to  their  House,  and  haring  unanimiHisly 
resolved  on  an  Address  of  Thi^illt  to  Us  majes^, 
sent  to  the  Lords  to  desire  thm  to  continue  sit- 
ting for  some  time.  Thk  Meisage  was  car- 
ried by 

Mr.  Leckmere^  who  bavins  reported  to  the 
House«  that  the  Lords  consentedtbdo  sO,  made 
»  speech  to  the  following  effect : 

^  Tbtt  after  the  general  assurances  the  House 
bad  given  to  hb  nmestyy  one  moment  oosht 
Bot  to  be  lost^  witnaut  taking  some  effec- 
tual step  towards  making  them  good  :  that 
th#  dm  and  great  concei*!^  was,  to  put  an  end 
to  this  reWllion :  hot  only  to  quiet  the  present 
commotiQns,  but  to  extinguish  the  yer?  possibi- 
lity of  their  being  renewed ;  that  for  these  ends 
every  gentlemaiT^buld  agree  to  streogthei^  the 
handsoftlHikihgin  such  a  manner,  as  would 
enable  him  speedtly  and  effectually  to  complete 
this*  work  :  that  the  House  would  do  t)iis  with 
absolute  cheerfulness)  from  the  certain  know* 
ledge  and  experience  they  had  of  the  wisdom 
and  justice  of  his  roiyestv,  who  Would  make  no 
other  use  of  any  conndence  his  parliament 
•heuld  ro|>ose  in  him,  than  to  promote  the  com- 
mon welfare  of  his  people ;  and  that  whatever 
extraordinary  assistance  the  present  J\incture 
of  affairs  shouM  require^  would  be  Contmued  no 
longer  than  the  public  necessity  called  for : 
that  the  next  usefhi  and  necessary  step,  was  th^ 
Jiatii9nal  justice,  which  was  incumbent  on  this 
bouse,  in  duty  to  the  king,  as  well  as  in  justice 
to  the  people  ;  and  as  un^teful  and  disagreea- 
bly a  part  as  this  must  be,  yet,  when  the  de- 
sign of  the  enemy  was  become  so  desperate, 
and  s>  avowed,  as  to  strikfs  at  the  crown  upon 
the  king's  head,  and  to  involve  the  nation  in 
the  eolraities  of  a  civil  war,  the  House  could 
aot  exert  themselves  too  early,  nor  with  too 
much  vigour;  and  that  as  the  Hou^e  acquitted 
itse^on  this  occasion,  hejpromised  himself  the 
•ffeot  would  be  answerable:  that  the  spirit 
whl^fihonld  be  shewn  in  this  Ihstance,  wouM 
animate  the  friends  of  the  government,  both  at 
borne  and  abroad  ;  knd  the  terror  it  must  strike 
OQ.our  enemies,  would  be  equal  at  least,  and 
contribute  as  much  to  the  common  safety,  as 
an^  other  preparation  that  had  or  could  be  made. 
He  wished  he  could  say  or  think,  that  this  re- 
bellion was  the  project  of  those  only,  w1ip  ap- 
peared to  head  it ;  or  that  it  was  the  result  of 
the  weak  or  rash  counsels  of.  thpse  who  public- 
l|L.srowed  it  t  be  wished  he  could  say,  that  it 
was  the  workpf  Papisto  onlii,  or  of  those  protes- 
taats  who  were  wicked  or  weak  exkou^  openly 


to  join  in  it.  He  wished  he  could  kaj,  that  it 
was  a  plot  but  of  yesterday,  and  that  it  had 
taken  no  deeper  root  than  ordinary  appear- 
ances would  lead  to  suspect ;  but  he  thought  it 
plain,  that  it  was  the  effect  of  many  ye^s  W- 
Doiir,  of  the  joint  and  united  labour  of  great 
numbers,  both  protestants  and  papists,  the  plain 
and  necessary  consequence  of  tlie  measorei 
which  had  been  cairyin^  on  for  some  years 
last :  that  to  frame  a  right  jud«nent  of  the  na» 
tore  of  this  rebiellibn,  he  thought  it  necessary  for 
the  House  to  look  back,  and  consider  the  na- 
tural tendency  of  the  public  proceedings  of  late 
ye&ri,  ajid  the  connection  they  bore  with  the 
present  unfortunate  state  of  things :  when  men  in 
saci^  functions  suffered  themselves  to  become 
stateinstrumenis,  and  the  great  merit  of  such  men 
was,  upder  the  pretence  omserting  the  doctrines 
of  the  church  of  England,  te  condemn  the  Revo* 
lution,  he  could  never  understand  any  other  de- 
sign or  tendency  from  those  practices,  than  to 
undermine  the  foundation  of  the  Protestantsuo- 
cession.  He  remembered  it  was  said  upon  a 
very  solemn  occasion,  by  a  very  honourable 
gebtleaian,  *  That  the  condemning  the  late  hap* 

<  py  Revolution,  could  have  no  other  meaning, 

<  than  to  make  way  for  ano^r :'  Thathpwever 
wicked  and  dangerous  these' practices  were, 
they  made  too  creat  an  impressiooy  and  copr 
tributed  a  great  deal  to  the  prcj^ent  calami^ : 
that  as  the  designs  of  the  enepy  grew  more 
avowed,  state-principl^  of  another  kinl  were 
advanced,  which  still  conduced  to  the  same  end : 
that  it  was  well  known  what  industry  was  used 
to  inculcate  tbe  notions  of  hereditary  ri^  to 
the  crown,  in  opposition  to  the  set;tlement  which 
had  been  made  of  it  in  the  house  of  Hanover, 
by  the  authority  of  Parliament,  and  with  no 
other  view,  than  ta  weaken  that  settlement; 
that  every  one  remembered  what  extraordinary 
pains  were  taken  to  poison  the  people  with  thu; 
dangerous  notion ;  and  that  those  who  made 
the  best  court  to  men  in  power,  were  such  who 
espoused  this  opinion  in  the  most  notorious 
manner :  that  he  could  not  forget  with  what 
tenderness  a  certain  drvine  of  the  church  oi 
England  was  treated  below  stairs^  whilst  undec 
prosecution  for  the  most  impudent  libel  [^  The 
"  Hereditary  Rightasserted,''&c.]  that  ever  was 
published  against  any  government,  that  had 
cither  Will  or  power  to  maintain  itself.  H< 
thought  the  punishment  that  was  inflicted  on 
that  gentleman  li|fat  enough,  but  he  could  nol 
avoid  taking  notice  of  a  remarkable  passage 
which  then  ahurmed  evenr  thinking  man,  an^ 
will,  one  time  or  other,  deserve  the  coosklera* 
tibn of  diis  Uens^iris.  thi&Qcd^r from  the  govcnt 
ment,  countersigned  by  a  secretary  of  state,  U 
the  judges  of  the  Queen's  Bench,  iJb«'  the  jodg 
ment  passed,  to  supersede  the  ignomiaioiia  par 
of  the  punishment,  by  reason  of  the  sacred  fooc 
tion  Of  the  criminal;  by  which  themoAoa 
exampledand  dangerous  distinction  was  intrd 
ducea ;  and  which  proceeding  could  bear  iv 
other  construction,  than  as  a  license  and  piotec 
tion,  even  fron^  the  goyermnent,  to  men  m  hok 
ordersi  to  pfopagate^  thi^^dj^ftrasciye  positioi 
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with  anponity ;  aiid  tbe  cbAracter  of  tbe  per- 
son^ whidk  ooght  in  juitioe  co  have  aggravated  j 
liifiulty  and  beiglitened  the  punishment,  be- 
ctme  his  indemni^  aganist  the  reproach  of  it^ 
eves  bj  the  authority  of  the  government  itself. 
He  remembered  in  what  manner  every  thing  of 
that  natore  wal  treated  in  Wesminster-hali ; 
ifhdt  severitiea  were  exercised  against  thoise 
{ersoos  who  had  courage  enoupli  to  assert  the 
mteiest  of  thdr  country^  and  of  the  Protestant 
succession^  at  the  same  time  that  the  patrons 
of  hd«ditary  right  enjoyed  all  indulgences: 
that^be   mentioned  these  things  on  no  un- 
certaifltieSy   having   tieen    an  eye-witness  of 
them  binj^lf,  and  it    having   mllep  to    his 
sbsre  to  bear  soine  part  in  tbem:  that  this 
was  one  of  the  most  successful  partb  of  the 
scheme  of  those  who  bad  fixed  their  eyes  on  tbe 
Pretender:  that  the  House  need  not  be  told 
bow  far  it  had  operated  to  the  pr^udice  of  tbe 
Protestant  succession.     That  he  conld  give 
maoy  other  instances  of  this  kind :  all  which 
promoted  Uie  same  end.    The  gross  oisfeinctiona 
that  were  coined  to  elude  tte  oaths  that  bad 
been  made  for  the  security  of  the  government ; 
the  endeavours  that  were  used  to  possess  tbe 
people  with  fsdse  lears  of  the  danger  ot  tbe 
Chorch ;  and  the  little  care  that  was  taken,  to 
i^y  no  worse  of  it,  to  instil  into  the  youth  of  the 
Utedom,  such  principles  as  were  consistent  witb 
tibitone  interest  either  of  Church  or  State. 
That  he  looked  upon  these  things  which  be  had 
mendonedy  to  be  the  foundation  of  the  scheme 
that  was  now,  by  this  Rebellion,  carrying  on 
into  execution  ;   and  be  owned,  that  in  this  re- 
spect^ the  authors  of  it  were  wise  in  their  i;enerar 
turn;  for  by  these  arts,  the  very  principle  on 
whidi  tbe  Frotestant  succession  is  founded,  was 
shaken;    and  though  tbe  methods  of  doing  it 
irere  base  and  vil^  yet  the  dissatisfaction  and 
ancasiness  that  was  created  by  tbem  in  the 
minds  of  tbe  people,  made  way  for  the  change 
diat  was  desired.    "JTbat  he  craved  leave  of  the 
House,  to  pot  them  in  mind  of  other  parts  of 
this  scheme,  that  was  carrying  on  at  tbe  same 
time.    Tbe  enemies  to  the  present  government 
judging  ari^t  for  their  own  purpose,  by  all  me- 
thods to  attack  the  consciences  €ff  the  people, 
as  to  the  legality  and  justice  of  the  setuement 
ef  the  prown  in  tbe  house  of  Hanover,  they 
thought  it  necessary,  at  the  same  time,  to  dis- 
able, as  fiir  as  they  could,  those  persons  who  bad 
been  most  remarkaUe  for  their  services  in  the 
support  of  it.    That  the  great  e£Eort  was  made 
at  that  great  man,  [ihe  duke  of  Marlborough] 
who  i^'D9t  only  the  honour  and  ornament  of  his' 
ctmaijjt.  but.  thA^fjlbry  of  the  ace  he  lives  in. 
He  aikleH,'  be  woucbt  he  should  not  be  sus- 
pected of  ilatteiy  at  this  time,  nor,asbebeli^v* 
ed,  at  any  time,  with.respect  to  that  great  mapt 
ThafFjmaay  who  then  b^ard  him,  remember^ 
the' part  be  took  in  vindication  of  that  g^eat 
man,  whilst  his  character  was  under  debate  in 
ikk  Hoosd.    That  be  could  not  forget  the  rage 
and  inveteracy  with  which  he  was  pursued; 
Mr  bow  {onch  stress  was  laid  upon  obtaining 
at'draiMlftf'ofFjufiAmeBtttdonhiios  that  the 


aspersions  then  thrown  upon  him,  did  not  host 
that  great  man ;  and  whatever  endeavours  may 
at  any  time  be  used  to  lessen  him,  will  bun  none 
but  those  that  shall  promote  them;  but  yet 
those  vain  endeavours  were  a  ▼erv  usefoj  part, 
of, the  scheme  then -carrying  on.  It  was  a  ne- 
cessary step  for  those  men  to  put  him  out  of  the 
vray,  whose  very  name  and  appearance,  at  that 
time,  would  have  been  suflficient  to  raiaa  armiee 
in  favour  of  the  frotestant  successioa.  and  tbe 
liberties  of  his  country  t  but  he  could  not  but 
•beerye,  that  as  serviceable  as  it  was  for  the 
measures  of  those  men  to  wound  his  character, 
it  was  now  a  reproach  toxbekaogdom,  that  thoee 
groundless  i^persions,  whioh  bad  beeiwcast  u^oq 
him,  should  remain  upon  the  joortials  otthe 
Parliament.  That  another  mat  lerd,  [the 
lord  viscount  Tewnshend]  feu  under  the  vio- 
lence of  those  times,  whose  proeecution  was  a^ 
tended  with  uncommon  fur?.  That  Umself  had 
some  share  in  justifying  that  great  man  in  this 
House,  when  he  was  aroted  aa  enemy  to  hii 
country.  That  he  observed  at  that  tuae,  and 
the  event  has  made  it  evident,  Uiat  the  Barrio 

abut  the  pretence,  and  the|^eeat  sendoes  he 
done  to  the  Protestant  succession,  was  the 
true  proyocatioii  which  drew  that  rage  4tp<Mi 
him.  That  two  other  honourable  geotmeti, 
[Mr.  Secretary  Stanhope  and  Mr.  B.  Waipale 
then  sitting  near  him,]  had  felt  the  severity  of 
those  times  f  they,  had  distinguished  thcmsdvea 
by  tb^r  xmI  and  irmness  to  the  true  interest 
of  their  country,  and  were  too  coniideiabld 
to  escape  the  malice  of  those  who  had  other 
views.  That  those  jproceedings/  how  un- 
certain soever  the  design  of  them  miglK 
appear  v^hile  they  were  transacting,  liave  bvMi 
sufficiently  explained  by  what  has  foUowed* 
That  the  uame  of  that  general,  for  whose  imh 
mediate  service  the  gresit  man  first  mentioned* 
was  blemished,  and  for  whom  there  was  vanity 
enough  to  make  bim  his  rival,  u  sow  become 
the  reproach  of  his  family  ard  ooontryt  fit 
avows  the  service  of  the  Pretender^  and  ere 
loo^  we  may  bear  of  him  at  tbe^iead  of  an  e»* 
pedition  for  establishing  Pepery  and  arbitrtey 
f>ower.  That  theeecretary  of  state,  wbo  ^ 
tiaguifllhed  himself  in  the  pursuit  of  the  other 
great  lord,  has  sufficiently  explaieed  his  d«^ 
signs  to  the  whole  wevld ;  and  the  neit  tidinfi 
t^t  we  may  expect  from  sd>road,  is,  that  m 
has  taken  upon  him  the  character  of  a  mmister 
to  tbe  Pretender.  That  he  looked  upon  the 
disabling  the  great  assertert  of  the  Protestant 
interest,  to  be  a  secondhand  no  small  part  of  the 
soheme  ;  and  while  these  things  were  carrying 
OQ,  their  little  eittines  and .  tools  were  carrying 
on  tbeir  work-in  Westminster-ball.  That  every 
map  who.  favoured  vthe  Hanover  s^iocessioo, 
was  10  be  worried,  and  all  open  aadecandalooB 
asserters  ef  contrary  principles,  were  treated 
with  all  the  care  aod  tenderness  of  firienda. 
Charters  of  oorporatmoa  wens  attacked  in  a 
more  unprecedented  and  dangwous  maenei^ 
than,  in  former  times,  when  practices  of  that 
kii^d  were  most  justly  complamcd  of,  and*  ne 
stent  was  lefl  uotnned  to  a^mthea  tbem- 
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selves  to  that  respect.  That  be  would  not  then 
trouble  tbe  House  any  more  upon  that  head, 
baring  some  thoughts,  ere  lone,  to  present 
them  with  a  small  collection  of  Siings  of  that 
ktndy  for  their  serious  consideration.  That  the 
master- strokes  of  this  grand  scheme,  were  yet 
behind :  That  the  surest  way  to  destroy  the 
government,  hiis  been  always  thought  to  be  by 
its  own  hands,  that  is,  by  the  authority  and 
power  of  parliament.  For  this  purpose  a  con- 
Meracy,  oy  which  the  liberties  of  Europe  had 
been  so  long  sustained  against  the  power  of 
France,  was  oroke  to  pieces  by  rotes  that  were 
obtained  in  tliis  House  in  the  most  extraordi- 
nary manner.  That  the  honoiTr  of  the  nation, 
She  balance  of  power,  end  the  Protestant  In- 
tel est  in  £urop«,  were  effectually  giTen  up  in 
tbe  negociations  and  conclusion  of  the  peace, 
by  whicb  France  was  restored  to  its  ancient 
mnd  formidable  state  f  and  every  body  remem- 
bered how  near  they  were,  by  the  same  in- 
Huences,  to  have  given  np  the  whole  trade  of 
the  nation,  to  tbe  interest  of  the  French  king, 
who,  after  that,  had  no  suitable  return  left  for 
bim  to  make  for  such  services,  but  to  bestow 
ii|M>n  them  a  Pretender,  bred  up  in  bis  own 
^tb,  and  in  his  Own  politics.  That  nothing 
could  have  obstructed  this,  but'  the  many  mi- 
raculous Providences  that  immediately  followed, 
when  his  power  throughout  Europe  was  un- 
'  comestible ;  and,  Yrr  the  measures  that  had 
been  taken,  the  Protestaut  succession  bad 
scarce  a  -friend  left  in  the  world.  That  the 
lung's  accession  to  the  throne^  accompanied  By 
^many  providential  circumstances,  as  it  disap- 
pointed tbe  immediate  execution  of  the  scheme, 
•o  it  quieted  the  spirit  of  those  men  for  some 
time.  That  if  the  House  would  make  a  right 
Judgment  of  the  present  Rebellion,  they  must 
compare  the  steps  that  immediately  preceded 
it,  with  those  that  were  taken  in  the  last  reign, 
when  the  hope  yna  to  have  brought  about  tbe 
tame  end  without  a  stroke.  That  the  same  en- 
deavours soon  apepared  to  propagate  the  same 
principles,  both  in  church  and  state;  and  those 
endeavours,  though  at  first  net  so  open,  wer6 
^t  as  restless  to  create  dissatisfaction  against 
bis  majesty's  government,  as  they  had  been  be- 
fore to  prevent  its  taking  place.  As  tbe  en- 
couragement grew  stronger,  tumults  and  riots 
were  Ainiversally  fomented;"  and  it  was  well 
known  from  what  quarter  they  rose,  and  against 
whom  they  were  levelled ;  but  yet  no  one  in- 
ftance  has  be^n  assigned,  throughout  his  ad- 
ministration, that  could  offend  or  provoke  any 
but  a  Jacobite  spirit.  That  his  majesty  has 
done  more  for  the  honour  of  the  church,  and 
the  true  interest  of  his  kingdom,  than  any  of  his 
predecessors,  in  three  times  the  number  or  years : 
That  his  personal  virtues,  and  the  wisdom  and 
•teadiness  of  his  government  have  retrieved 
tbe  honour  and  reputation  of  his  kingdoms, 
which  had  been  so  shamefully  lost  t  That  his 
weight  and  influence  abr9ad,  and  the  credit  be 
has  obtained  in  all  the  known  parts  of  tbe  world 
}>ave  already  procured  tbe  settlement  of  tbe 
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powers  of  Europe,  from  whom  alone  we  caa 
expect  assistance  in  times  of  danger.  Ibat 
no  single  instance  can  be  astJEoed  of  baidship 
or  oppression  to  any  one  of  his  subjects*  or 
that  can  give  a  just  reason  of  dissatisfaction; 
but  on  the  contrary,  those  who  have  shewn  the 
greatest  aversion  to  his  government,  have  re^ 
ceived  the  kindest  invitations,  and  enjoyed  t&e 
highest  indulgences  from  him  ;  that  if  any  er- 
rors may  have  been  conunitted  in  any  parts  of 
the  administration,  during  the  present  diMe- 
orders,  every  honest  man  ought  to  judge  €i 
them  by  this  one  rule,  that  is,  the  plain  design 
for  which  all  measures  are  calculated,  which 
every  body  must  admit  to  be  the  preservatioo 
of  the  Protestant  succession:  That  all  incidenti 
of  such  an  administration  ought  to  be  covered 
oi*  justified  by  the  interest  that  shall  appear  to 
be  carried  on  throughout  the  whole  s  That  by 
the  same  rule  of  justice,  when  the  destnictioa 
of  the  comiUon  interest  was  the  pUin  intention 
of  the  late  administration,  the  greatest  weight 
ought  to  be  laid  on  every  little  circumstance 
that  attended,  in  order  to  obtain  a  public  satis- 
faction. That  by  taking  mall  these  conside- 
rations, be  thought  tbe  Bouse  would  make  a 
full  and  right  judgment  of  tbe  natuire  of  this 
Rebellion ;  from  whence  it  took  its  rise,  how 
deep  it  had  taken  root,  to  what  influences  it 
was  owing,  and  how  far  it  extended  ;  That  tbe 
part  the  lord  Derwentwater  and  otliers,  bad 
taken  in  it,  were  to  be  considered  as  tbe  fint 
symptoms  of  that  general  disordery  for  which 
so  much  foundation  was  laid ;  for  wbicb  rea- 
son, be  thought  that  the  House  could  not 
consider  this  otherwise,  than  as  tbe  cease  of 
the  nation,  in  the  strongest  manner,  Th&t 
in  jostice  to  tbe  king,  as  well  as  to  the  people, 
they  ought  to  take  this  into  their  own  bauds, 
and  not  to  entrust  tbe  prosecution  ofit  with 
any  body  but  themselves.  That  every  body 
knew  to  what  hazards  prosecutions  in  tbe  or* 
dioary  course  of  justice,  were  liable,  though 
they  were  never  so  well  concerted  by  those 
whose  business  it  was  to  carry  them  on :'  but 
how  sure  soever  this  success  might  be,  in  a  case 
so  notorious  as  this,  yet  it  was  obvious  to  every 
body  of  what  different  weight  and  influence  tli^ 
prosecutions  of  parliament  were,  from  those  iq 
the  ordinary  forms.  That  he  owned  be  was 
surprised  that  any  measures  had  been  taken  of 
that  kind,  against  the  Peers  who  bad  been  taken 
in  open  reMlion,  a  parliamoit  sitting,  which 
had  shewed  so  much  zeal,  and  had  contributed 
so  much  to  the  preservation  of  tbe  goverttment» 
especially  at  a  time  when  tbe^crown  op  the 
kingS  head  was  fighting  fbr.  fhat  he  vety  wel( 
knew,  that  tboi^  tbe  Hofle  of  Commons 
right  of  impeaching  crimiiials  was  unliauted^ 
yet  thejr  would  exercise  that  power  by  tbe 
rules  of'^wisdom  and  discretioui  and  not  ei^^o 
in  trivial  matters,  but  in  suth  only,  wberelhe 
o£Renders  wero  not  within  tbe  reach  of  t^  or- 
dinary justice,  or  the  nature  of  their  crinet 
such  as  were  not  fit  to  be  meddled  witb  by  tb^ 
ordinary  jurisdictions.  That  the  case  of  tb^  lo|d% 
taken  io  rebellion,  w«|  kd^4  MM'TiQV^m 
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sd  wbadi  tbe  proof  would  b«  tatjr ;  but  thongb 
.iMt  from  tbe  difflottl^  of  tbe  prosecution,  yet 
6om  tbev weight  aud  coosequepee  of  it,  he 
tboidikt  h9  seed  say  Uttle  mote  to  convince 
tbe  Uoute^  to  nud^e  it  tbeir  own  prosecution, 
bj  which  tbej  eogaged  everj  commoner  in 
Gf^  Britain^  as  an  immediate  party  a^nst 
those  wi»Q  had  carried  a  waKinto  the  bowels  of 
the  kingdom.  That  no  instance  ever  had 
lisen  in  the  English  history,  where  their  an- 
ceMors  had  permitted  a  prosecution  of  this 
kind,  against  tha  chief  actors,  to  be  carried 
aa;  where  but  in  fuU  Parliament  That  tbe 
fife  Popish  lords  were  pursued  by  the  loud 
voice  and  weight  of  the  .Commons  of  Eo^and ; 
and  though  at  that  time  the  nation  was  in 
peace,  they  would  not  permit  the  fata  of  those 
piosectttjoos  to  depend  on  the  care  or  skill  of 
those  who  are  versed  in  the  ordinary  forms  of 

C'oe;  and  tbeir  success  was  answerable, 
t  he  owned  his  desire,  upon  all  occasions 
to  raise  the  honour  and  authority  of  parlia* 
meats,  which  he  thought  tbe  greatest  support  of 
the  honour  and  the  prerogatives  of  the  crown ; 
fi>r  which  reason,  he  took  this  occasion  to  speak 
more  fully  to  the  natoi^  of  impeaohmento,  and 
tfaerather>  becsmee  he  apprehended  soAie  gen- 
tlemen had  mistaken  notions  concerning  them : 
that  the  power  of  impeachments  was  the  most 
vahiahle  and  useful  privilege  that  belonged  to 
die  hody  of  the  Commons,  at  least  equal  to 
that  of  flvxog  money,  which  belangs  solely  to 
them.-  Tliatgentlanen  need  not  be  appreheo* 
sneof  any  intricacies  in  those  proceedings,  es- 
pecially at  a  time,  and  upon  an  occasion,  when 
there  was  no  doutttof  the  cbpcurrence  of  both 
Hooscs.  That  the  Impeaohmems  were  in 
theanelvea  more  plain,  regular,  and  disentang- 
led, than  any  other  forms  of  justice.  That 
they  were  particularly  excepted  out  of  the  late 
statute  of  treasons,  which  had  very  much  fet- 
tered the  ordinary  course  of  proceedings.  That 
IxopeaduDcots  were  never  made  diffioUt,  but 
whim  they  were  carried  on  against  the  inclina- 
tioo  of  the  crown,  or  at  a  time  when  there  was 
BO  good  uuderstanding  between  the  two 
Houses;  wh^o  little  occasions  mi£ht  be  sought 
^  raise  disputes,  and  interrupt  them ;  or  «se 
when  they  are  imdertaken,  before  they  are 
well  considered ;  ^hich  could  not  be  the  pre- 
ieatcase.  That^yi^^  ^^  another  reason, 
which  upon  this  oc&sion  should  determine  gen- 
tleoieamto  this  ^Stbod;  which  wastheeon- 
se<}aeooeofth«jlid|menc  that  should  be  ob- 


tamed  against 
his  clear  t>pipCon^ 
coeld  flMkinfain, 
CreatSeal  ceuki 
upon  the  Impeachml 
this  opinion  bad  1 
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Lords;  he  asserted  it  as 
which  be  thought  he 
^t  no  pardon  under  the 
je  a  judgment  obtained 
_^of  tile  Commons :  that 
sl^nuonsly  asserted  in 
reficns ;  and  he  thought 


It  uoi^seakened  byjhe  de\chiration  in  the  Act 
of  Settiem^t  of  th^rowuVvpon  the  House  of 
Haaover.  That  hel^ad  hew  of  a  rery  new 
dJuiactioD  that  hadiieen  coii\ed  without  doors, 
iomit  liiis  opiniA  vi2.    <  Vhat  the  pardon 


*  and  to  prevent  the  Commons  from  eiaroining 

*  into  the  offsnce;  •  but  that  it  was  pleadable 

*  after  judgmeat,  and  in  bar  of  execution/ 
That  whenever  that  question  should  come  pro- 
periy  before  them,  he  undertook  to  shew  the 
idleness  and  absurdity  of  that  distinction ;  that 
if  that  distinction  was  framed  to  make  court  to 
the  prerogative,  he  thoocbt  it  the  most  fhlse 
and  destructive  piece  of  flattery  of  the  kind, 
that  ever  had  been  raised.  That  it  was  the 
greatest  ease,  security,  and  support  of  the  cro,wu 
m  his  opinion,  instead  of  any  diminution  of  it, 
that  no  such  power  should  be  lodged  there,  to 
be  exerdsed  on  any  occasion,  to  prevent  the 
possibility  of  the  crown's  being  wrought  upon 
by  any  influences  to  defeat  the  judgment  given 
in  full  parliament,  with  the  concurrence  of  both 
Houses,  against  tbe  hiehest  offenders;  which 
must  inevitablv  create  toe  greatest  jealousy,  and 
cause  the  highest  dissatis^ctions  between  the , 
crown  and  the  people:  for  this  reason,  he  took  it " 
to  he  the  greatest  advantage  to  the  crown,  that  . 
the  oonstitutiou  of  tbe  kingdom  had  not,  ae  he  - 
thought,  invested  it  with  an  v  such  power ;  and 
OB  the  other  side  it  would  dearly  appear,  that 
such  a  power  was  utteriy  inconsistent  with  th6 
fundamental  rights  of  parliament  That  he 
owned  he  was  surprised  to  hear,  that  any  such 
distinction  should  be  started  at  this  time:  but 

if  tbe  law  was  as  he  apprehended  it  to  he,  it 
was  tbe  strongest  reason  for  the  Commons  to 
interpose  in  this  prosecution,  to  defend  tbe 
crown  frmn  the  many  importunities  to  which  it 
would  he  subject  in  the  ordinary  course  ofjos- 
tice;  and  that  tbe  weight  of  the  prosecntioOy 
and  the  consequences  of  it,  should  be  borne  by 
the  Commons,  as  il  ousht  tube  in  a  case  so  n** 
tional  as  this.  That  if  gentlemen  wanted  any 
other  motives  to  induce  them  to  make  this  pro- 
secution their  own,  he  had  a  paper  in  his  hand 
which  would  fire  the  thougnts  of  every  sea* 
tleman'  there,  [meaning  the  Pretouler's  De- 
claration.*]   That  nobMy  cobld  read,  without     * 


*  The  Pretender's  Declasatzoh  was  in  the 
following  terms  s 
«  J.  JR. 

**  James  8,  by  the  grace  of  God,  of  Scot-t 
land,  Endand,  France,'  and  Ireland,  king,  de^ 
fender  of  the  faitb,  &c.  to  all  our  loving  sub*, 
jects  of  what  degree  er  quality  soever,  greeting. 
As  we  are  firmly  resolved  never  to  omit  any 
opportunity  of  assertine  our  undoubted  title  ta 
the  imperial  crown  of  Uiese  realms,  .and  of  aa- 
deavouring  to  put  ourself  into  the  ponessioA. 
of  that  right,  which  is  devolved  upon  u& 
by  tbe  laws  of  God  and  man ;  so  most  we,  in 
justice  to  the  sentiments  of  our  own  heart,  de* 
dare^  that  nothing  in  this  world  can  give  us  sa 
great  satisfaction,  as  to  owe  to  the  endeavodrs 
of  our  loyal  subjects,  both  our  and  their  re^ 
storation  to  that  happy  settledient,  which  can 
alone  deliver  this  cburcb  and  nation  ftom  the 
calamities  whidi  they  lie  at  present  under, 
and  froin  those  future  miseries,  which  must  be 
tbe  consequences  of  the  present  usurpation. 
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the  fttmost  iadigmtioo,  the  penonel  hidi^itieft 
that  were  therein  cast  upon  the  bestof  prinoes^ 
whose  titlit  to  the  crown/ they  were  boand  hj 
all  the  tics  of  duty,  affection,  and  interest^  to 
maintais.    That  the  Hoose  tould  do  no  lest 
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than  to  resent  diis  so  far,  as  to  nalSe  ihem- 
etlves  the  ittoeeciitors  of  chose  who  atoW^  th& 
ciuseof  tM  Pjretender,  and  set  tln&9dv^  ^ 
the  bead  of  tfrani^  in  the  heiut  of  tfae.l^*k 
dommions.    That  in  this  paper,  die  itooab 

many  of  those,  who  prottoted  the  preadtat  un- 
jast  and  illegal  tettlement  never  intended. 

**  Weohsenre^  with  the  ntmost  satisfbctioiip 
that  tbi  generality  of  oarsobjedte  ar#  iMriken* 
«d  wifch  a  just  sense  of  liheir  danger ;  and  that 
they  shew  themsdres  disposed  to  takie  inch 
measares,  as  may  eflbctuatly  it¥sae  tbem  from 
that  bonda^  ;  which  has,  I^t  the  artificfe  of  a 
few  designiag  men,  and  by  tM  oooton^noe  of 
many  unhappy  causes,  beeh  brOii^t  apon 
them. 

*«  We  adore  the  wisdom  of  the  IKvind  Pro- 
vidence^'which  has  opened  a  way  to  our  reftora- 
don,  by  the  success  of  those  very  measure^  that 
were  laid  tb  disap|>oint  us  for  ever.  Add  we 
most  earnestly  conjure  all  dur  loving  stibjecCi, 
not  to  suflfer  that  spirit  to  faint  or  die  Bwur, 
which  hat  been  se  miractdobsiy  raiaed  in  lUl 
parts  of  the  kingdom:  btit  to  pursue,  with  aK 
tbevi^r  and  hopes  of  suctess^  whiw  so  just 
and  righteous  a  oanse  ought  to  in^pir^,  thtee 
methods,  which  the  ^Offit  of  Ood  seemt  to 
point  out  to  them. 

^  We  are  (Some  to  take  dor  paH  Id  aU  the 
dangers  aad  difficulties^  to  which  any  of  our 
subjects,  from  the  greats  down  to  tht  mean- 
est, may  be  etpdsed  on  this  important  ecca- 
sion,  to  relieve  oor  subjects  of  Sootlaiid  froai 
the  bardshipt  they  groan  under  on  aeooirtit  of 
the  late  ttuhap|>y  uSion,  aimf  lo  restore  the  \isi^ 
dom  to  its  ancient,  free,  and  independent  state. 

^  We  have  befiire  our  eyes  the  ezanKple  of 
onr  royal  grandfather,  who  fell  a  sacribce  to 
rebelHou  ;  and  of  onr  royal  uncle,  who,  bv  a 
train  of  miracle;  edcat>ed  the  rage  of  the  baiba- 
roQS  and  blood-thirsty  rebefs,  and  lived  to  ei- 
ercise  his  demeikcy  towards  those^  who  had 
waced  war  against  bisfother  atod  himself;  who 
had  driven  hidi  to  seek  shelter  in  foreign  fauidsj 
and  who  had  even  set  a  price  upon  his  head. 

*'  We  see  the  same  instances  of  cruelty^  re- 
newed against  us  by  men  of  the  same  piioGi- 
pies,  withcMt  i^  odier  i  -^  tb^  the  con- 
sdonsness  of  their  own  g  ^^   ' — * — 

ble  malice  of  their  ow 
account  of  such  men,  it| 
be  bom  their  king.  B 
should  tread  in  these  sjjP 
a  lawful  prince  and  an 


memory,  the  happiness  which  onr  people  en- 
joyed, softened  in  some  degree  the  harcMiip  of 
oar  own  fhte  :  and  we  must  further  confess^ 
that  whea  we  reflected  on  the  gooioess  of  her. 
aatore,  and  her  inclinations  to  justice,  we 
could  not  bat  persuade  ourself,  that  she  in- 
tended to  estiiblish  and  perpetnate  the  peace, 
which  she  had  given  to  these  kingdoms,  by 
destroyina  forever  all  competitioii  to  the  suo- 
eessien  of  the  crown,  and  by  securing  to  us  at 
last  the  emoymentof  tbtt  inheritance^  out  of 
#Ueh  we  bad  been  so  long  kept,  which  her 
ebasciance  must  inform  her  was  our  doe,  and 
which  her  priodj^les  must  lead  her  to  desire) 
that  wemight  obtam. 

f'Bo^Aince  d.L  ;lme  when  itpleaied  Al- 
mif  hty  Cod  to  put  a  period  to  her  hfe,  and  not 
to  RufTer  us  to  thfow  ourself  as  we  then  fully 
proposed  to  hav^  done,  npon  oar  people^  we 
lutvc  not  been  able  to  look  oa  the  preeeat  con- 
flitioQ  of  cur  kitigdoma^  er  to  oonader  their  fa* 
tore  prospect,  without  all  die  honor  and  in^* 
digpiaUoo^  %vhich  ought  to  fill  the  breast  of 
#rery  Scotsnian* 

^  We  have  behehi  a  foreign  fSuDoily,  aliens  to 
•ar  coantry,  distant  in  blood,  and  strangers 
•ven  to  our  kagaage,  aseend  the  throne. 

^  We  have  seen  the  reins  of  govemmeat  |mt 
into  the  hands  of  a  faction ;  ana  that  aothontv, 
wUcb  war  designed  for  the  protection  of  aft, 
aaereised  bj  a  few  of  the  worst,  to-  the  op^ 
prassion  of  the  best  and  greatest  niui4)er  of  our 
•abjeols.  Our  sister  has  not  been  lef^  at  rest 
in  her  irava;  her  name  has  been  scurrilouslf 
abased;  her  glory,  as  far  as  in  these  people 
lay^  inseloBdy  de&oed,  and  her  ftdthfal  ser- 
^vanu  inhumanly  persecuted.  A  purliament 
has  been  procured  bv  the  most  unwarrantable 
influences,  aad  by  the  grossest  corruption,  to 
serve  the  vilest  ends.  And  they,  who  otight  to 
be  the  guardians  of  the  liberties  of  the  people, 
are  become  the  instruments  of  tyranny.  Whilst 
the  principal  powers  engaged  in  the  late  wars 
enjoy  the  bkttings  of  peace,  and  are  attetadve 
to  discfaai^  their  debu,  and  ease  their 
people ;  Great  Bntain,  in  the  midst  of  peace, 
Aels  all  the  load  of  a  war.  New  debts  are 
contracted ;  new  armies  are  raised  at  home  ; 
Dutch  forces  are  brought  into  these  kingdoms ; 
and  by  taking  possession  of  the  duchy  of  Bre- 
men, in  violaUon  of  the*  pnbli^  faith,  a  door  is 
opened  by  the  usurper  to  let  m  an  inundation 
Off  foreigners  from  abroad,  atid  to  reduce  these 
nations  to  the  state  of  a  province,  to  on^  of  the 
most  inconsiderable  provmces  of  the  empire. 

**  These  are  some  fbw  of  the  many  real  evils, 
into  which  these  kingdoms  have  been  betrayed, 
under  pretence  of  being  rescued  aild  secured 


preceno 
dangers 


from  dangers  purely  imaginary.  And  '  these 
are  the  consequences  of  abandoniog  the  old 
«eiiaiittt(ion|  a»  we  ptiMada  ourselt^  t^ 
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:  die  cause  of 

*ple  should  be 

and  trranny, 

ins.    Weshaif 

lentioaed,  aadf 

r  royal  ances- 

jotfUCfy,  if  sa^' 

our  blood.    Bat 

.5  hope,  wi^h  the 

4nd  those  of  thpT 

J,  once  uiortB  set- 

Seots  paritiment» 

To  soch  a  'par- 

immedialdy  odi) 
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i^iil4  Ktthofw,  ^ify  were  treatad  thenaalvtv : 
that  tb^  were  'represented  as  the  mcut  illegal 
'  and  infiuDOQs  assemblj  of  meii  that  ever  met  to- 
|eU^,  That  these  ooaaideratioQs^  ought  in 
j^sliqe  t0  animate  and  in?igorate  their  pro- 
opedinp  in  ef erj  rcapect,  oolil  the  inveteracy 
andiaioleDce  of  the  entny  were  entireiy  sob- 
dned:  that  hedid  not  think  that  the  praceed- 
i^Bi  of  this  House  ou^t,  in.anj  cMe^  to  he  go- 
ypnutd  bj.  vindictive  ounaideraiionBy  hot  by 
spch  drcoffistanoes  only,  as  from  their  real 
vr^lbt  apd  consequence  ci^ied  foe  the  interpo- 
saion  of  the  Commons;  that  he  was  sensible 
tt^  the  Commons  had  a  great,  work  upon  their 
haadi»  upon  other  Impeachments,  wbcb  they 


4ail  vff  eiitirel J  refer  both  our  and  their  in* 
tfvQA^  being  sensibU^  that  these  intesests, 
rj^h^jr  ni^erstnpd^  arq  always  the  same.  Let 
ths  civil  as  weU  a^  relig^ns  ri^its  of  all, 
oar  suljects  reoeive  their'  coafinsatioaL  in  such 
aparfaimeot.  Let  conscieaoea  tru^  tender  be 
iadoif^  Let  property  of  every  kind  be  bet* 
tqr  than  ever  secnred.  Let  an  act  of  general 
giaoe  and  amnesty  extinguisb  the  fears  even 
^  the  moat  guilty.  If  possible,  let  the  very 
maembrpnoe  of  aU,  which,  have  pceoeded  this 
lB{ypy  moment,  be  utterly  blotted  ou^  that  onr 
nhfectamay  bie  muM  to  as,  and  to  each  other, 
ia  tke.stvic^st  bpi^.of  afiSsction  at  well  aa 
ioterest. 

^  And  that  nothing  may/  be  omitif  d>  i^ioh 
itia  oar.  power  to  contribute  to  this  dMrable* 
cad,  we  do^  by  these  presents,  absolutely  iand 
cfisetaatly,  mr  u%  our  heirs  and  suire^ssom, 
asrdoQy  repsir,  and  diachane^  a(i  cnmea  of 
mA  treaeop,  misprisioa  of  treason,  and  all 
Otter  cfimea  and  ofeiices  whatsbever,  done  or 
nwmnirt^t  a^ainat  us,  oc  ooc  royal  Mmt^  of 
Ucsied  menory,  by  any  of  our  suhyeota,  of 
wbat  deg^M  or.  quality  soever,  who  snalj,  at  or 
after  our  latiding,  and  before-  they  engage  ia. 
aay  actioo  against  oe,  or  our  forces,  faom  that 
ti^,  lay  hold  of  mercy,  and  return  to.  that 
duly  sad  allegiance,  which  they  owe  to  us,  their 
eaiy  tightfol  and  huvful  sovereign. 

^  By  the  joint  endeavours  jgtf  us  and  oar 
psRhameaty  urged  by  these  motives,  and  di- 
nctedby  these  views,  we  etfay  hope  to  see  the 
peace  and  flooiialMngestet&  of  thtakingdoin  in 
a shgrt  time reatored;  and  we  shall  be eqnally 
^onvardto  concert  with  oar  parliament  sqcb 
faitbermeaauies,  as  may  be  thought  necessary 
for  leaving  the  same  to  future  generatioas« 

"And  we  hereby  require  all  sherifi.  of 
neas,  ate#aits  of  atewarbes,  or  their  dlaMties, 
•ad  BMMstratai  of  boighs,  to       ' "  " 


^^ciaraaion,  iaunediat^^afker  it  shall  come  to 
wr  hands,  in  the  usnal  places  and  manner, 
•ader  pain  of  being  proceeded  against  for 
ndoze  thereof  and  foHeiting  the  beneit  of 
<^geaerai  pardon. 

'  Given  under  our  sign  manual  aqd  privy  si^ 
>w»  at  oar  Couijt  ofCommercy,  the  «5th  day 
<^  October,  and  ia  the  l«tli  year  of  our 


had  thonght  fit  to  enter  opon,  aad  which  were 
still  depending:  that  he  knew  also  what  aitua* 
tion  these  Impeachments  were  in ;  and  hoped 
they  woold  be  resumed  and  Carried  on  in  due 
season,  with  the  same  vigour  with  which  they 
were  undertaken :  that  helikewise  believed,  that 
the  nation  expected  that  their  inquiries  upon 
that  head  should  be  extended,  and  appear  to 
be  impartial,  it  not  being  possible  that  a  greater 
disbpnour  couid  be  broi^t,  or  an  heavier  im- 
putation cast  upon,  theprooeediny  o(that 
House,  than  that  of  partiality,  which  could 
not  fail  to  sink  their  credit,  and  to  prevent  all 
the  good  effiscts  that  were  hoped  and  expected 
from  tbcsn ;  however  he  concluded,  that  every, 
gentleman  wjowld. agree  with  him»  that  the  pre* 
seat,  situation  and  conjuncture  of. afiiifs  made 
it  necessary  to  give  the.prefbcenoe  to  tboseLoeda. 
who  had  beeiK  taken  in  open  lebeUionx  and) 
thereupon  he  impeached  Janea  earl  of  Derv. 
weotypaterofSLigii.  Treasoa;  whieh^lmpeacb- 
nsent  Jie  undertook,  to  make  good. 

The  Common^  rttohe  to  impeach  the  X/\rd§ 
Derwentwater^  Widdringtqn^  Nithisdak,  Win^ 
t&un^  CanitDathy  KenmurtB  and  Nuirn  ^  High 
Tre<uon,\  Upon  this,  the  House  resotved  to 
impeach  tliesaid  earl  of  lA\gh  Trcasnm;  m^ 
they  did  likewise,  upon  the  motions  severally 
mad^  by  Mr.  W^  Pulteney,  Mr.  Ba^c^wen, 
Mr.  Hampden,  lord  Fmcb,  tbe  earl  of  liar t« 
ford,  and  Mr.  Wortley;  to  impeach  of  the  same 
crime,  WilHamlord^Widdrington,  WiUiamearl 
of Nithisdale,  George  earl  ofWintouiu  Robert 
earl  of  CamwathtWillisim  viscount  Kenmure^ 
and  William  lord  T^airn.  Then  Mr.  Lechmera 
and  the  other  six  members,  in  pursuance  of  the . 
commands  of  th<; .  House,  carried  up  an  Im» 
peachmentto  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Lords, 
u  the  words  following,  viz* 
"Myl^rds; 

'<  The  Commons  of  Great  Britein  in  Par' 
liament  assembM;  having  received  information 
of  divers  Treasons  committed  by  a  great  Peer 
of  this  House,.  James  earl  of  Derwentwater, 
have  commanded  me  to  impeach  the  said  Jami^ 
earl  ofDerwentw^t^r  of  High  Treason  :  ana  I- 
dq  here,  in  their  names,  and  in  the  names  of  all 
the  Como^ons  of  Great  Britain,  impeach  the  said 
James  earl  of  Derwentwater  of  High  Treason. 
And  I  am  farther  commanded  by  the  House  of 
Commons,  to  acquaint  your  lordships  that  they 
vrill,  witti  all  cojivenient  speed,  exhibit  Artidei 
t  J  make  good  the,  charge  against  him.'' 

The  other  six  In^peaqhrnents  were  all  in  the 
samefoniu 

AsrrfcLta  cm  iMPiJcCBiiBiiT  a9a(vst  thb 
IUbls  op  Dfi&ivairYWATSR,  NiTRisnaLs, 
CibavwATH,  ASP.  WivTov  ;  VisoooMT  K«nf« 

MUBB,    AND   TBbLoKINI   WlDDai^OTOM    AND 

Naieb.]  The  said  saveo^  members  being  re* 
turned  to  theHouse)  and  having  reportpd  what 
th^  had  done^  a  Committc*  was  appcanted,  of 
which  Mr.  Lechmere  was  chairman,  and  order- 
ed to  draw  pp  Articles  of  Irapeacbment against 
the  B^en  impeached  Lords,  which  being  drawn 
np^^accordbgly,  and  agasKi  to  by^  the  Hous% 
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highett  tnitlB  aad  employroan^,  contrary  to 
the  andenl  ondoobtcd  and  esublitbed  laws  ol 
these  kiDgdoos;  Jesuitical  and  scandalous  dis- 
tioctioiis  were  ioTeoted,«nd  pablicly  ioculcated, 
to  enenrate  the  force  and  obligation  of  those 
oathsy  which  bad  been  ooni rived  in  the  plaine«t 
and  strongest  terms^  by  the  wisdom  of  parlia* 
menty  for  the  secority  of  the  said  esUblisbdienty 
and,  to  conceal  their  dewgns,  thereby  tbe 
better  to  enable  them  to  carry  on  tbe  saoae, 
great  numbers  of  the  said  conspirators,  of  all 
ranks  and  conditions,  pretending  a  seal  for  the 
Protestant  soccession^  openly  and  volunUuily 
took  the  said  oaths;  gtoondless  fews  of  the 
danger  of  the  church  of  England  were  toaeutcd 
throughout  these  kingdoms^  to  disorder  tb« 
minds  of  well  disposed  Protestants.  Bf  all 
which  and  many  other  sqd^  ongodly  pnuxices 
of  tbe  said  conspirators, .  the  most  eaaselecB 
and  dangerous  jealousies  and  dissatisfActioils 
were  created  in  the  minds  of  tbe  good  people 
of  this  kingdom,  and  great  num^rs  of  well 
meaning  bat  deluded  Protestants  were  much 
disqoieM;  bat  nevertheless,  these  dfsbonesc 
mjtftbods  were  pursned  by  the  said  oonspiraior* 
with  indefatigable  industry,  ns  the  only  meaiu 
to  weaken  the  fouodadoos  of  the  said  happy 
establishment. 

**  And  whereas  tbe  dissolution  of  the  late 
tloribos  confederacy  against  France,  and  tlie 
loss  Of  the  balance  qf  power  in  Europe^  were 
further  steps  neoeoary  to  complete  the  deeigos 
of  the  said  conepirttors,  and  the  same  being  ef-^ 
fected  ^by  the  late  ignominions  peace  with 
France,  the  French  king  was  rendered  formkia- 
ble,  and  tbe  Protestant  socceMion  was  theieb^ 
brought  into  tbe  moK  imminent  danger ;  and, 
by  t&se  and  other  pernidoos  measnree,  the 
destruction  so  long  inteodc|d  by  tbe  said  oon* 
spirators  for  these  poor  nations  seemed  neer 
at  hand ;  at  which  time,  and  under  which  mosC 
deplorable  drcamstanoes,  it  pleased  Almiabcy 
God  in  his  infinite  wisdom  to  call  to  bimselr  the 
late  queen  Anne,  and,  by  a  cooourrenoe  dT 
many  most  wonderful  providenoes^  to  give  a 
quiet  and  peaceable  aocesaioa  to  his  present 
moat  gmcious  mi^esty  to  the  throne,  of  hie  an- 
cestors, to  which  be  was  reodved  with  oae  fiilif 
voice  aimf  consent  of  tongue  and  heart,  eml'  tbe 
united  joy  of  every  good  subject  and  good  Pro« 
testanc,  as  their  only  lawful  and  rightfbl  liege 
lord ;  and  althoegb,  nom-the  moment  hu  ma- 
iesty  ascended  the  throne  tathts  day,  his  reiga 
has  been  one  series  of  wisdom.  Justice,  suui 
demenqr,  his  laboors  constant,  imwearied*.  smd 
sootesslnl,  to  retrivethe  honour  and  lepnlatton 
of  these  nations,  to  re-estabhsh  the  Irade  and 
recover  the  wealth  of  his  kingdoms;  and  nl-* 
though  all  imaginable  encouiageuient  has  beea 
given  to  the  church  of  England,  and  all  tendher- 
ness  shewn  even  to  his  Popish  subjects,  and  hie 
constant  care  has  been  to  procure  the  eniTersal 
good  of  his  people  i  nevertheless  the  said  oon« 


were  carried  to  the  Lords  by  Mr.  Lechmere. 
They^are  as  follows : 

ARTICLES  OF -IMPEACHMENT  of  High 
Treason  exhibited  against  JAMES  Earl 
of  DERWENTWATER,  WILLIAM 
Xord  WIDDRINGTON,  WILLIAM  Eari 
of  NITHISDALE,  GEORGE  Eari  of 
WINTON,  ROBERT  Earl  of  CARN- 
WATH,  WILLLAM  Viscount  KEN- 
MURE,  and  WUJJAM  Lord  NAIRN. 

**  Whereas  for  many  years  last,  a  most  wicked 
desifpi  and  contrivance  has  been  fonned  and 
earned  on,  to  subvert  the  ancient  and  established 
government  and  the  good  laws  of  these  king- 
doms, to  extirpate  the  true  Protestant  religion 
therein  established,  and  to  destroy  its  professors, 
and,  instead  thereof,  to  introduce  and  settle 
Popery  and  arbitrary  power;  in  which  unna- 
tural and  horrid  conspiracy,  great  numbers  of 
persoua  of  cTl^Ttrt^nt  degrees  and  qualities  have 
concerned  CheinseUts  and  acted ;  and  many 
Protestants  pieteudiug  an  uncommon  zeal  for 
the  church  of  EugtaTid,  have  joined  themselves 
with  professed  Papists,  uniting  their  endeavours 
to  AccotDpllah  anij  ^^ecute  the  aforesaid  wicked 
«uid  trajLemuA  ilGsigtiii. 

*^  Aiid  whereuj  k  pleased  Almighty  God,  in 
his  good  Proridi^jicc,  and  in  his  great  meroy 
and  goodness  t**  these  nations,  to  crown  the 
unvreriripd  c T^fer^vr^rsrs  of  his  late  majesty  king 
William  theSd,  of  ever  gloriousmeinory,by  mak- 
in|(  him  tbe  instrument  to  procure  the  Settlement 
oTthe  Crown  of  these  realms  in  the  illustrious 
bouse  of  Hanover,  as  the  only  means,  under 
God,  to  preserve  our  religion,  Itfws^  and  liberties, 
and  to  secure  the  Protestant  interest  of  Europe^ 
since  which  happy  est&blishroent,  the  said  con- 

3pirators  have  been  indefatigable  in  their  en- 
eavours  to  destrov  tbe  same,  and  to  make 
w^y  for  the  vain  and  groundless  hopes  of  a  spu- 
rious impostor  and  Popbh  Pretender  to  tha 
imperial  crown  of  these  roalms ;  and,  to  ac- 
complish these  end^  tbe  most  immoral,  irre- 
ligious, and  unchristian-like  methods,  bave. 
been  taken  ;  but  more  particularly  in'  the  last 
years  of  the  reign  of  the  late  queen  Anne,  dur^ 
mg  which  time  i^U  imaginable  endeavours  were 
used  by  the  said  conspirators  to  prejudice  tbe 
minds  of  the  subjects  of  this  realm  against  the 
legality  and  justice  of  the  said  settlement  of  the 
crown  :  and,  for  that  purpose,  th«  holy  Scrip- 
tures were^wrested,  and  the  most  wholesome 
doctrines  of  the  churcb  of  Ensland  perverted 
and  abused^  by  men  in  holy  orders,  in  the  moat 
public  and  scandalous  osanner,  in  order  to  con- 
den>n  the  justioe  of  tbe  late  happy  Revolution, 
and  itiereby  to  sap  and  undermine  tbe  founda- 
tion of  the  said  happy  eetablisbment ;  and  tbe 
mostaotqiious  instruments  of  these  wicked  pur- 
poses were  countenaiiced  by  partiodlar  marks 
of  public  favour  and  distinction;  false  and 
doDgeroos  notions  of  a  soln  liereditaiy  right  to 
the  imoerial  crown  of  tboe  realms  were  pro* 
pugatfld  and  ta^ottnifcd  by  peifgos  in  th« 


spiralors  have,  by  ibe  moat  vile  imd  mmioi 

B  thro 


methods,  renewed  their  endeavoui^  to 

these  kingdoflss  into  the  utmost  confosiaB^  and 

to  eptaii  eodleis  misenes  on  iit  and  our  p«ai» 
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I  tut  tboB^  teds,  anui J  of  the  above- 
mcotweed  most  WKkei  and  dangeroQs  i^rac* 
ciceiikave  beea  itepeafed|  with  the  almost  in- 
dMijr  and- inveteracy^  tedeldde,  disorder,  and 
aonrnpn,  the  mindf .  or  hit  an^esty's  good  sab- 
kcts;  tfte  most  gromidtfiss  jeoloosies  have 
bM  foarented  against  hb  wise  and  happy  ad- 
MnBtradon  ;  and,  &  many  parts  of  bis  ^king- 
doiu^  tiieiiioat  amiataral  nnexampled  riots  and 
maaksy  by  the  secret  and  malicious  endeavoors 
of  thaaaidcotM^iralofi^  hatls  been  procoTed, 
alisici  Bpi  mmd  eacoviragad  against  his  peaces 
aUs  Protestant  sobJeetSy.'uad^  iidUe  pretences 
ofstailbr  the  dnuob  of  Bngtend,  and  thereby 
Bore  efcrmally  to  dehide  his  »N>d  subjects, 
lod  seiooa  theta  from  their  ulegiance,  aad 
pispaw  them  fbran  open  rebeUioo. 

^  And  Ikesaid  coaspin^ftarSy  having  at  length 
i«iolved  to  deprive  these  nations  of  the  inva- 
kafale  blessing;!!  which  they  now  enjoy  onder 
ths  wise  soiil  gimtle  rogn  of  his  present' most 
gpacMsmigesef  king  worge,  and  of  the  cer* 
tttts  prospect  of  h^pinesa  which  they  have  for 
tbdr  posterity  in  a  soccesMon  of  princes  d»- 
Hied  horn  himself,  did  contrive,  confederate, 
laijesiiife,  to  put  their  most  malicionsy  wick- 
td  sad  iMiteseas  designs^  into  immediate  execu- 
tion; for  er  bach  pmrpese,  Janws  earl  of  Derwent- 
waler^WiliisMi^lord  Widdrmgton,  WiUiam  earl 
«f  NitUsdakt,  Geern^earl  of  Winton,  Robert 
ewi  at  CamwMh^  WiUiam  visoonnt  Kenmnre 
asd  WiBtan  ionl  Naitn,  together  with  Thomas 
Umm  j(mi«  kMPd  Charles  Muiray,  Edward 
Medaidy  Thmn—  Errtngten,  John  Clavsrine,. 
sir  Fraaois  Andertouy  Ealph 
MHIiairi  Towttley,  Thomas^  fiatler, 
Watomi^  Gabriel  Hesket^  Aichard 
Oesmigjnn^  and  <livcM  other  persons^  as  fobs 
tHeis  ttt  his  fifeseat  most  sacred  majesty 
kiag  Cem§B|  the  only  lawful  and  uadoabted 
of  thnse  kingdoms,  having  withdrawn 
aadsMial  kyve,  and  true  and 
which  theg^  as  |ood  and  foithfol 
o  ins  said  mmesty,  did  ia  or 
the  montha-of  JBepmrnber,  October,  or 
tri5,  most  wickedly,  malicioiMly, 
and"  traiterously,  ima^oe  and  compass 
tta  4mdi  of  his  said  most  sacred  majesty. 

*Aai,  for  the  acoomplishing  and  ezecutins 
^dr  wm^  traimfons  purpose,  they  the  said 
Juam  call  off  Derwentwater,  William  lord 
Widdihi|Uin,WaBameari  of  Nithisdale,  Geoiye 
wd  of  IHntoo,  Robert  earl  of  Carnwath, 
VSbmvisooootKenmare, and. William  lord 
Hsim^  Sdf  in  about  the  ssod  months  or  some 
sf  Iheniy  anid  at.divers  other  times,  and  in  di*> 
Miiftnn  widun  tins  kingdom,  wickedly  and 
tamtmAj  agree,  confedmte,  opnspire,  and 
Wim^  togjeihei;  inth  many  other  evil  disposed 
•Ojrats^  rej^cits.  and  levy,  within  the 
^f'lMijuihWylNorthttmberiand,  Curo- 
'  th#  county  palatine  of  Lancaster, 

m  .within  tbis  kingdom,  a  most 

omllllMly,  sod  destructive  war  against  bis 
MJgH^  in  osder  to  depose  and  murder,  his 
ftmum§etttf,  and  to  deprive  him  of  bit  royal 


^<  And  the  said  James  earl  bf  Defwentwaterf 
WiUiam  k>rd  Widdrington,  Willian(earl  ofNi* 
thisdale,  George  earl  of  Winton,  Robert  earl 
Carnwath,  William  viscount  Keaibure,  William 
lord  Nairn,  their  accomplices  and  Confederates, 
in  or  about  the  months  aforesaid,  in  the  coun- 
ties aforesaid,  or  some  of  them,  did  eather  toge* 
ther  great  numbers  of  his  majesty's  subjects, 
and  with  them  did  assemble  in  a  warlike  and 
traiterous  manner,  in  order  to  raise  tumult- 
and  rebellion  within  this  kingdom ;  and,  hav- 
ing procured  freat  qoaniities  of  arms,  ammuni* 
tion  and  warlike  instrumenrs,  at  the  times  and 
places  aforesaid,  or  some  of  them,  did  form 
and  compose,  or  did  assist  in  the  forming  and 
coroposineftd  army  of  men,  consisting  of  his 
majesty's  liege  subjects,  in  order  to  wage  war 
against  bis  said  majesty,  for  and  in  behalf  and 
in  favour  of  the  smd  Fretender  to  the  crown 
of  these  realms ;  and  the  said  last  mentioned  . 
consptratorsy  their  accomplices  and  confede- 
rates, at  the  time  and  times  and  places  afore- 
said, and  la  divers  other  times  and  places  with^ 
in  this  kingdom,  did  maliciously  and  traiterously 
make,  levy  and  raise  war  and  rebellion  against 
his  most  sacred  majesty ;  and  in  a  warlike  and 
hostile  manner,  did  tnarch  through  and  invade 
several  parts  of  this  kingdom,  and  did  unlaw. 
fully  taae  and  seize  the  horses  and  other  the 
goods  and  chattels  of  many  of  the  peaceable 
and  good  subjects  of  his  majesty ;  and  in  othef 
places  did  take  and  seike  from  his  mmesty 's 
faithfol  subjects  guns  and  other  warlike  mstru^ 
struments,  for  the  carrying  on  their  traiterooa 
purposes;  and  the  said  last  mentioned  c6nspi-» 
rators,  their  complices  and  confederates,  dur* 
iog  their  march  and  invasiori  aforesaid,  in  opeo 
dSanceof  his  most  sacred  maiesty*s  just  and 
undoubted  title  to  the  imperial  crown  of  these 
realms,  did  wickedly  and  traiterously  cause 
and  prt>cure  the  said  Pretender  to  be  proclaim* 
ed  in  the  most  public  and  solemn  manner,  as 
king  of  these  realms;  and,  in  several  places  ia 
the  counties  aforesaid,  or  some  of  them,  did 
unlawfuUv  take  and  seize,  from  his  majesT^s 
officers  of  the  revenue,  the  public  money,  for 
the  use  and  service  of  the  said  Pretender ;  and 
though  many  of  the  conspirators  are  iivowed 
professors  of  the  Popish  reli^ion^  ^et,  the  more 
efiectuallv  to  cover  and  disguise  their  most 
moat  wicked  and  traiterous  designs,  and  to  de* 
lude  her  m^esty^s  subjects,  they  did  prevail 
on  and  procure  several  men  in  holv  orders, 
ministere  ofthechufcb' of  England,  and  who  bad 
before  that  time  abjured  the  said  Pretender,  to 
aoeoropQny,coantenanceand  abi^  the  said  mwtf 
traiterous  en|erprisa  ;  and  in  several  places  i^' 
the  counties  aforesaid,  where  the  saia  ooaspi* 
rators  their  complices  and  confederates  then 
were,  to  pray  for  the  said  Pretender,  in  tho< 
public  churches^  as  king  of  these  realms. 

**  That  the  said  tost  mentioned  conspi- 
rators, their  accomplices  and  confederates, 
did,  in  or  about  the  9th,  10th,  11th,  lSth,or 
13th  of  November  aforesaid,  traiterously  seize 
and  possess  themselves  of  the  town  of  Preston 
in  the  County  Palatine  of  Lancailer^  ag^osc 

*  Digitized  by  Google 


t«l 


iMtmaJMty;  nddid  tlmMMlclicrey  ioft  war- 
fikc  add  iMwk  ■uumcr,  leyj  war,  oppose,  en- 
can,vidfigbt  acaiast,  hit  majestj's  forces; 
So3  dul  tbea  and  there  caoie  and  prortre  a 
mberahle  and  horrid  slanghter  and  murder  of 
man  J  of  hit  rotjetty't^thfiiltahiei^ 

*•  All  which  treatoot  aad  crimet  above  men- 
tioned were  contrived,  committed,  perpetrated, 
•cted  and  done,  bj  the  said  Jamet  earl  of  Der- 
wentwtter,Wiiyam  lord  Widdrincton,  WiUiam 
earl  of  Nithisdale,  Georee  eari  of  Winlon,  Ro- 
bert  eari  of  Camwath,  William  viscoonc  Ken- 
mure,  William  lord  Nairn,  and  other  the  conspi- 
ratoft  aforesaid,  asainttoor  sovereign  lord  the 
kiof,  hit  crown  and  dignity,  and  coa^arj  to  the 
da^of  their  allepaoce,  and  againtt  the  laws  and 
statutes  of  thb  kingdom.  ^ 

^  Of  all  which  treatons  and  crimes,  the  knights, 
citizens  and  burgesses,  in  parliament  assembled, 
do,  in  the  name  of  themselves  and  of  all  the 
Commons  of  Great  Britain,  impeach  the  said 
James  earl  of  Derw^ntwater,  William  lord 
Widdrington,  William  earl  ofNithisdale,  George 
earl  of  Winton,  Robert  earl  of  Camwath,  Wil- 
fiam  viscount  Keomure,  William  lord  Nairn, 
and  ererr  of  them. 

«*  And  the  said  Commons  bj  protestation, 
saving  to  themselves  the  liberty  of  exhibiting 
at  any  time  hereafter  any  other  Accusations  or 
ImpeachmeiAs  against  the  said  James  eari  of 
Derwentwater,  WiUiam  lord  Widdrington,  Wil- 
Kam  earl  ofNithisdale,  George  earl  of  Winton, 
Robert  earl  of  Camwath,  William  viscount 
Kenmiire,  and  William  lord  Nairn,  or  any  of 
them  ;  and  also  of  replying  to  the  Answers 
which  the  said  James  eari  of  Derwentwater, 
William  lord  Widdrington,  William  earl  of 
Nithisdale,  George  earl  of  Winton,  Robert 
eart  of  Camwath,  WiUiam  viscount  Kenmure, 
and  WUliam  lord  Nairn,  or  any  of  them,  shaU 
make  to  the  premises,  or  any  of  them,  or  to 
any  impeachment  or  accusation  that  shaU  be 
by  them  eihibited,  according  to  the  course  and 
proceedings  of  parliament :  and  do  pray  that 
the  said  James  eari  of  Derwentwater,  William 
lord  Widdrington,  WUiam  earl  of  Nithisdale, 
George  earl  of  Winton,Robert  earl  of  Camwath, 
William  viscount  Kenmure,  and  William  lord 
Nairn,  be  put  to  answer  aU  and  every  the 
premises :  and  that  such  proceedings,  examina- 
tions, trials,  and  judtments,  may  be  upon 
them,  and  every  of  them,  had  and  »used,  as 
•haU  be  agreeable  to  law  mid  justice.*' 

Which  Articles  being  read  i—Th6  lord  vis- 
count Townshend  acquainted  the  Home,  <* That 
the  said  several  lords  impeached  are  ahneady 
onder  cooimitmeot  in  his  majesty's  Tower  of 
London.'* 

Then  the  following  Order  was  made:— 
^  Whereas  the  Commons  assembled  in  parlia- 
ment, having  this  day  exhibited  to  this  House 
Articles  of  Impeachment  of  High  Treason, 
against  James  eari|of  Derwentwater,  WiUiam 
lord  Widdrington,  WilKam  earl  of  Nithbdale, 
George  earl  of  Winton,  Robert  eari  of  Cam- 
wath, WiUiam  viscount  Kenmure;  and  WiUiAm 


locdNaira:  Ittsotdcrad^fajteLoeda  niriiMi 
and  temporal  in  pafftiament  asasflsbled,  Tbat  tba 
said  eari  of  DerweotwatCT,  locd  WMtwpxm, 
eari  of  Nithisdale,  eni  of  Wintoo,  eari  of  Gam- 
waUs  viscount  Keoasore,  and  kiird  Natrn,  b« 
broogbt  to  the  bar  of  this  House  to-morrow,  at 
one  o'clock  in  the  aflerooon,  to  bear  die  said 
Articles  read,  and  to  abide  such  fnrtber  order 


as  thb  House  shaU  think  fit  to  make  conotfing 
them." 

January  10.  The  Order  beia|  reod,  for 
bcbg^  the  said  k>rds  to  die  bar^  tine  HoMe, 
to  hear  the  Articles  of  ImpeachoMnt  of  high 
treason,  exhibited  yesterday bythe  Hmm  of 
Commoiis,  read  unto  them.  Th^  vpere  m> 
oordingly  broogbt  to  the  bar,*by  the  eenUeasaa 
Usher  of  the  BUu^  Rod ;  where  they  aU  kiieded» 
ontil  die  Lord  ChanoeUor  directed  them  to  rise. 

Then  the  said  Articles  of  Impeadnem 
were  read  onto  them :  after  which,  llse  Lord 
Chancellor  asked  them  severallT» ««  Whirt  tfa^ 
had  to  say  theieimto?  and,  if  they  hmd  ao^ 
diing  to  request  of  die  Hoase,  this  waa  tlwr 
proper  time."  { 

Theieupon  die  eari  of  Darwentwttier  ae- 
quainted  die  Hoose^  «  He  was  unprepared, 
and  very  ignorant  of  the  forms  of  their 
kmlships  judicature:  and  desired  lie  mi^ 
have  a  copy  of  the  said  Artidct,  and  sack 
time  to  answer  as  the  Hoote  shoohl  thiak  fit; 
and  diat  counsel  migbt  be  assigped  to  aaast  hiai.*' 
And  the  other  lords  sevendly  making  die  same 
requests:  they  were  directed  to  witlKliaw. 
And  being  accordingly  vrididrawB;  tbe  Hoase 
took  their  reqoeeu  iaio  oonsideratioii.  And 
die  entry  in  the  Joamal  of  the  9di  of  Apri 
1679,  in  the  case  of  die  Five  Popish  Lowds  as- 
peached  being  read ;  the  Hoase  ordered,  Thtf 
die  several  Lords  ttow  impeached  aboald  be 
'  allowed  copies  of  the  said  Arddas  of  Im- 
peadiment,  aad  time  till  Satarday  acsUa  pal 
in  their  Answers  diefaoBto;  aad  that  coaasd 


should  be  assigned  tbeos,  in  order  to 
them  in  preparing  their  Answem,  aad  lil 
in  their  defence  in  matters  of  lasr. 

The  Commcm^  Addrem  to  the  King  rtatd' 
ing  the  RebellUm.'i  January  10.  The  Com- 
mons  agreed  upon  the  following  Address  to  Us 

<' Most  Gracious  Sovereici ; 

**  We  your  majesty*s  most  dudlnl  aad  loyal 
subjects,  the  Comidons  of  Great  Britain  i^ 
parlMunent  assembled  return  your  m^estyl 
our  unfeigned  thanks  for  your  most  grMiom 
Speech  from  the  throne. 

**  We  beg  leave  most  hesirtily  to  oongrata* 
late  your  majesty  up^n  the  success  that  h» 
attended  your  arms ;  and  it  ia^with  the  greaMtf| 
satbfaction  we  obsierve,  that  the  officeAaad 
soldiers  of  the  army  have,  by  a  brave  and 
faithful  discharge  of  their  dutv,  deserved  yew 
majesty's  approbation ;  and  thjt  thejastw 
necessary  measures,  taken  ftnr  tkra^fi^aH 
your  majesty's  hands,  have  had  >o  food  an 
eflfect  in  preventing  iosorreotiaas  ^  - 
p^ts  of  the  kingiiom. 
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^  tbe  wisd  and  seasonabla  proTinon,  which 
Yoiir  majesty  hat  mMde,  bpth  at  home,  and 
fi-om  abroad,  for  the  safeiT  of  the  nation : 
joor  eoodness  in  giTin|(  all  such  estates  as 
shall  be  forfeited  bj  this  rebdlion  in  ease  of 
joor  people;  and  tha  tender  regard  and  con* 
ceni  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  eipress 
iur  their  sumrings :  call  for  all  the  returns  of 
duty,  zealy  and  aroctioo,  which  faithful  and 
I^yal  subjects  can  owe,  or  pay,  to  the  best  of 

*<11iis  Rebellion,  for  which  not  the  least' 
ooloor  of  profocation  haa-  been  given,  as  it 
oo^lit  very  justly  to  be  the  object  of  your 
mycs^^  contempt;  so^  it  niises  in  your  truly 
loyal  6omi|ions  the  h^^est  resentment  i|hd 
in^pation  against  tbdse  ungratefol,  desperate 
r^ieis,  whose  pernicious  principles,  private 
ifisooBtents  and  disappointments,  hav«  en- 
gaged them  to  involve  their  country  in  blood 
and  oonfosion. 

*  We  look  with  pity  upon  those  unhappy 
ddaded  people,  who,  by  false  pretences,  and 
nafidoos  insinuations,  have  been  betrayed 
into  their  own  destruction:  but  we  detest,  and 
will  do  oor  utmost  to  confound,  the  devices  of 
those,  who  professing  an  unlimited  obedience, 
have  sdrred  np  a  rcMliion  against  your  majes- 
ty; and  under  the  disguise  of  the  danger  of  the 
church  are  endeavounng  to  introduce  popery : 
and  when .  we  reflect,  that  nothing  less  than 
oor  holy  religion,  your  majesty's  crown,  and 
the  liberties  of  our  country,  are  concerned  in 
tbe  event  of  this  wicked  undertaking,  we 
cnmot  but  with  astonishment  observe  the  in- 
difiereoce  of  some  in  this  great  and  important 
JQBCtnre. 

^  But  vour  fidthfol  Commons,  with  hearts 
611  of  a  doe  sense  of  the  invahiluable  blessings , 
which  thej  enjoy  under  your  majes^'s  most 
tospiciou^  government,  offer  their  lives  and 
fbrtanes  m  deAoce  of  yoar  undoubted  title  to 
the  crowtiy  in  support  of  the  protestant  reli- 
pon,  and  in  maintenance  of  the  liberty  and 
property  of  die  subject ;  which^  as  they  were 
wooderfttUy  preserved  to  na  by  your  mfyesty's 
happy  accession  to  the  throne,  caa  only  be 
secured  to  posterity  by  the  eye  of  Heaven 
watching  over,  and  guarding^  your  sacred 
person,  and  your  royal  mmily. 

^  And,  that  this  aatioo  may  long  continue  to 
beapretestantaad  fret  people,  your  most  dutiful 
and  loyal  Conunoos  ao  roost  readily  promise 
to  graat  such  aarly  and  efiectuai  supplies,  as 
Biay  enable  vour  majesty  to  put  an  aid  to  this 
nnnafrd  ■rebellien ;  to  confound  and  extin- 
guish ftr  ever  aU  hopes  of  the  Pretender,  his 
and  secret   abettors;   and  secure   the 


Mare  pence  and  tranquillity  of  your  king- 
doms; being  well  asfurad,  that  your  go^ 
people  will  think  no  burden  grievous,  that  is 
ifffiasaii  for  tbe  preservation  of  all  that  is 
^  and  wahwble  to  them. 

'*  Bot  -jom  mt^iettft  care  and  concern  iu 
te  pabiic  welfiire  has  not  been  confined 
^  your  own  kingdoms;  and  however  your 
themselves,      that 


these  intestine  commotions  would  lessen  tl>e 
influence  of  Great  Britain  in  foreiga  part^  . 
your  Commons  with  admiration  see,  hna  with 
gratitude  ackoowledee,  the  effect  of  ynur 
wisdom,  which  has  been  able  to  surmount 
these  difficulties,  in  settling  the  barrier  trenty 
for  the  Netherlands  between  tbe  emperor  aiib 
the  States  General  under  your  majesty's  gua- 
ranty; in  having  made  so  great  a  progress 
towards  renewing  all  former  idliances  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  Sutes  General';  and 
particularly  in  delivering  that  valuable  branch 
of  our  commerce  with .  Spain  '  from  those 
^evous  impositions  ancUhardships,  to  which 
It  was  subjected  by  the  n^acLei^  of  the  late 
mal-adminjstration. 

**  And  as  the  same  fatal  and  pernicious 
counsels  have  been  the  cause  and  source  of 
all  the  mischiefs^  and  calamities  that  must 
attend  this  unnatural  rebellion ;  and  u  your 
faithful  Commons,  desirous  to  testify  their 
zeal  and  du^  to  your  m^esty,  and  their  abhor- 
rence of  this  treasonaole  enterprise,  have  , 
already  exerted  themselves  in  endeavouring 
to  bring  to  speedy  and  exemplary  justice  the 
open  and  declared  instruments  of  this  re- 
beljion;  they'  think  themselves  obliged,  in 
justice  to  their  injured  country,  to  continue  in 
the  most  Vigorot^s  and  impartial  manner,  to 
-prosecute  the  authors  of  those  ^vil  and  de- 
structive counsels,  which  have  drawn  down 
these  miseries  on  the  nation.*' 

:^JI^tiliif«er.1  Tathe  said  Addresi 
his  Mi^esty  returned  this  Answer : 

"  Gentlemen  ;;^ 
^^I  return  you  my  hearty  thanks  for  the 
kind  and  warm  assurances  of  loyalty  contained 
in  this  Address,  from  which  I  promise  mvself 
the  most  happv  consequences ;  since  nothing 
can  so  efiectuallY  restdre  the  peace  and  tran- 
quillity of  the  kingdom  as  the  commendable 
seal  you  have  expressed  upon  this  occasion.'' 

The  Eahl  of  Stkaffoed's  Akswer  to  Tfl£ 

AbTICLES    of    iMPEAdHMBlIT    AGAINST    BIM.] 

January  17.  The  Lords  sent  a  Message  to  the 
Commons  to  acquaint  them,  that  the  Earl  of 
Strafford  htid  put  in  his  Answer  to  the.  Articles 
of  Impeachment  exhibited  against  him,  (see 

{>.  144.)  and  commanded  their  Messengers  to 
eave  a  oopy  thereof  with  them.  The  SMd 
Answer  is  as  follows: 

The  ANSWER  of  THOMAS  Earl  of  STRAF^ 
FORD,  to  tbe^  Artide^  exhibited  by  the 
Knights,  Citizens,  and  Burgesses,  in  Par- 
liament assembled,  in  the  name  of  them* 
selves  aod  of  all  the  Commons  of  Great 
Britain,  in  Maintenance  of  the  Impeach- 
ment against  him  for  High  Crimes  and 
Misdemeanors  supposed  to  have  been 
by  him  committed. 

**  The  said  Earl,  saving  to  hias^f  aU  advan- 
tages of  exception  to  the  said  Anicles^  fof  tbe 
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uncertainty  ahd  insoSoicncj  thereof,  und  of 
not  beioK  prejudiced  by  any  words  or  want  of 
form  in  thU  bis  Answer ;  and  also  saving  to  him- 
self all  rights  and  privileges  belonging  to  him 
as  one  of  tbc  peers  of  this  realm  ;  in  answer  to 
the  said  Articles^  admits  that  divers  treaties  and 
alliances  were  entered  into,  by  the  crown 
of  Great  Britain,  with  the  several  potentates' 
mentioned  in  the  preamble  to  the  said  Articles ; 
bat,  fur  more  certainty  as  to  the  contents 
thereof,  the  said  earl  refers  to  the  said  treaties 
themselves  ;  and,  with  tha  utmost  deference  to 
the  memoiy  of  his  Jate  royal  master  king  Wil- 
liam the  Thirds  doth  acanowledge  the  great 
wisdom  of  that  glorious  prin«;e,  who,  by  jthe 
era  lid  alliance,  formed  a  noble  design  of  set- 
tJiug  a  due  balance  of  power  in  Europe;  but 
■huuibiy  begs  leave  to  observe,  that  the  affront 
oiicrcd  b)  France,  in  acknowledging  the  Pre- 
tcudcr  king  of  Great  Britain,  though  justly 
uicdti'ineil  by  her  late  majesty  queen  Anne,  of 
ever  .blessed  memory,  as  one  cause  of  the  war 
\vhicb,  iii  May  1702,  was  by  her  declared 
against  France  Und  Spain,  could  not  be  any 
inducement  to  the  forming  the  grand  dUiance, 
as  is  sqggestrd  in  the  preamble  to  the  said 
Articles,  being  subsequent  to  it,  as  ihost  evi- 
dently appears ;  inasmuch  as  that  alliance  was 
not  only  formed,  but  concluded  and  signed,  at 
the  Hague,  during  the  Jife  time  of  th^  late 
king  James- $l)f  Second,  i^nd  the  said  earl  ad- 
mits, that  the  emperor  and  the  States  Gene- 
ral did  also  aboiit  May  170S,  declare  wai* 
against-  France  and  Spain^  and  that  other 
kmgs,  princes,  and  states  of  Europe,  soon 
after  became  parties  to  the  ^id  conlederate 
yrar  ;  which  havij^  been  carried  on  for  many 
vears  at  a  vast  expence  of  blood  and  treasure, 
ler  said  late  majesty,  out  of  her  tender  regard 
for  the  Kood  of  her  people,  and  from  a  sincere 
and  real  design  to  prevent  the  further  eflfusion 
of  blood,,  and  to  ease  her  subjects  fr9m  the 
hfi^vy  burden  of  taxes  which  they  bad  so  long 
aodured,  did  hearken  to  overtures  of  peace 
fitimPranoe,  after  foraaer  aegotiations  bad  been 
reodered  fVaitless ;  and  give  instructions  to  the 
Ihen  lord  privy  seal,  now  bishop  of  London, 
and  him  the  said  earl,  to  treat  thereof  at 
Utrecht,  io  conjunctibn  with  the  ministers  of 
tier  allies,  in  order  to  bring  the  same  to  an 
l)appy  conclusion  ;  aj^d  among  such  instfuo> 
iious  several,  claotts  were  interspersed,  to  the 
.effect  in  tlie  said  preamble  eet  fbrdi  |  but,  for 
inore  certainty,  refers  to  his  original  instmc- 
tions;.  which,  ^iogether  with  lOl  hie  other 
papers  relating  to  bis  negotiation^  in  the  Low 
Countvies^  were  taken  firooi  him  in  the  begin- 
jiing  of  January  last,  and  he  supposes  may 
continue  in  the  hands  of  one  of  his  m^jesty^ 
principal  secretaries  of  state;  ^t  the  said 
earl  is  totally  ^orant  of  any  tieacheroiis  cor- 
TespoQdence  with  the  emissaiieii  of  Fraope^  or 
of  any  private  or  destructive  negotiatioa  of 
peace,  set  on  foot  with  intent  to  weaken  or 
dissolve  the  conftdeRMy  between  h»  said  late 
miyesty  and  her  allies. 
^  And  for  particular  amwer  to  the  levcral 


matters  wbei:ewith  he  stands  chvi^ia  the 
First  Article ;  the  said  earl  saith,  T&t  ^Tiog 
been  employed  by  his.  late  majesty  kiag  Wil« 
Uam  in   the  army  during  his  whole,  reaga,  and 
likewise  in  his  court  for  several  years  next  be- 
fore his  death  ;  and  having  also  had  the  hodoor 
to  be  sent  as  his  majesty.'s  minister  to  the  king 
of  Prussia;  be  was  so  happy  as  to  reconcile 
some  differences  which  ha4  lately  arisen  be- 
tween those  two  princes,  and  upon  his  rettira 
received  his  royal  master's  approbation.  .Her 
late  majesty  queen  Anoe,  soon  after  her  no- 
cession  to  the  throne,  was  pleased  to  command 
him  to  leave  his  post  in  the  army,  and  to  go 
again  to  the  said  court  of  Prussiiif  in  ti»e  jear 
1702,  where  he  had  the  character  of  her  am- 
bassador extraordinairy,  and  continued  in  tbat 
quality  till   April  1711,   at  which  time  her 
majesty  thought  fit  to  appoint  him  her  ambas- 
sador extraoi^inary  and  plenipotentiary  ta  the 
States  General ;   and  in  June  following  ber 
majeslY  was  pleased  to  honour  him  with  the 
title  of  one  ot  her  privy  council ;  and   about 
December  in  the  same  year  to  appoint  him  one 
of  her  plenipotentiaries  to  treat  at  Utrech^ 
with  the  ministers    of  France,  of  a  geoetal 
peace.  And  the  said  earl  thought  it  his  duty  noc 
to  scruple  any  danger  or  pains  for  her  wetjice, 
believing  his  zeal  therein  was  the  best  eridence 
he  could  give  of  his  hearty  affectkm  to  hit 
country ;  and  he  constantly  did,  with  tbe  ut- 
most sincerity,   endeavour,  according   to  bis 
abilities,  to  pursue  the  true  ends  of  bn  CBasH 
mission  and  powers,  to  promote  the  honour  aiMl 
safety  of  her  miyesty  and  her  kingdoma,  to 
answer  the  engagements  she  was  under  to   ber 
allies,  and  to  secure  the   common  Hbertiea  oC 
Europe  :  But  he  must  with  the  utmost  detes- 
tation and  abhorrence,  deny  that  he  wea  in 
the  least  devoted  to  the  interest  or  senrioe  ol 
the  French  kina  :  or  that  he  ever  acted  in  de-* 
fiance  of  an^  of  the  said  treaties  or  of  the  ad- 
vice of  parliament,  or  of  any  dedarationa  .  oi 
her  m^esty  from  the  throne,  or  of  ber  siean- 
ranees  to  the  States  General  to  aot  in  coaoeH 
with  theqi,  in  making  peace  as  in  making  itar| 
qrofher  instructions  to  him  under  ber   nigp 
manual.    The  said  earl  aidmits^   that,  na   Im 
was  a  privy  counsellor,  it  was  his  duty  ti^y  to 
have  advised  her  m^esty  in  all  huuten  treiitetj 
of  in  conncil  whibt  be  was  present ;  and^  baici 
any  thing  so  treated  of  appeared  to  him  to  baT4 
been  to  the  dishonour  of  her  m^esty,  or  to  tlM 
prejudice  of  her  people,  the  said  earl  wooUl 
not  l^ve  beenwaqtipg  to  adviae.  againat^.  an^ 
with  all  humility  to  oppose  the  same;  b^t»  m 
he  was  her  majest/a  ambassador  and  pieaipci 
tentiary,  he  looked. upon  himself  at  %  oiiimtei 
rial  officer,   whose  ou^it  watto.pucni^aud 
instructions  as  he  should  firom  time  to  tiaie  re 
ceive:andsinoe  he  could. not  doabt  bat    ^Ha 
aU  oraers  sent  him  by  her  m^esty^s  diractios^ 
had  been  first  maturely  w^eigM  vid  .diapeetecj 
1^  humbly  i^ppreh^tU  yonr  lordships  wilT^Tj 
it^had  been  too  great  a  presumption  in  lum  « 
advise  against  or  oppose  sucn  orders^  ^hiq 
cacriedAotinthemseWfs  jmj  apparent  U|^^ 
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lUy*  wfctD  b#  knew  not  cbe  spring»  or  reasoni 
oftbem;  aiui  which  tbertforeit  hecamehiia 
Co  heJiefa  well  warrantedy  and  to  have  pro- 
ceeded from  jo8t  and  proper  grounds  and 
mothres.  And  the  said  earl  saitb,  he  was  so 
Bu  from  teivishig  or  exhorting  that  aoj  prirate, 
separate,  diihononrahle,  or  destructive  nego- 
tiatioa  of  peace,  should  be  continued  and  car- 
ried OD  between  the  ministers  of  Great  Britain 
and  France,  without  communication  thereof 
to  her  majestjr's  allies  accordine  to  their  trea» 
ties,  or  fromJbeing  instrumental  in  promoting 
aay  such  negotiation  as  in  the  said  Article  is 
charged,  that  he  did  not  know,  or  believe,  that 
any  tooh  negotiation  was  entered  into.  And, 
for  a  plain  relation  of  the  said  earl's  proceed- 
ing tn  this  affiur,  be  saith,  that,  aboot  May 
Vtll,  being  then  her  majesty's  ambassador 
and  plenipotentiary  to  the  States  General,  he 
leceired,  from  one  of  her  principal  secretaries 
of  state,  a  paper,  supposed  to  be  signed  by  M. 
deTorcy,  containing  some  proposals  for  setting 
en  foot  a  negptiation  of  peace,  with  orders  to 
eomiDonieate  the  same  to  the  Pensionary  of 
Holland,  that  his  seutiments  might  be  known 
thetenpoo :  and  to  assure  that  minister,  and 
•tbdra  of  that  rapnblic,  '  That  the  (joeen  was 

*  resolvedy  in  making  peace  as  in  making  wtff,  to 

*  actio  concert  with  the  States ;'  In  porsuance 
tf  wliicb  orders^  he  the  said  earl  did  imn^i- 
ately  commnoiciite  the  said  proposals  to  the 
Pfnaiooary>  and  onto  two  others  of  the  States 
Gtatral,  who  had  ibrmeriy  been  employed  in 
die  negotiations  at  Oertroydenberg,  and  whom 
the  Pensionaxy  thought  the  most  proper  to  be 
cptnisted  with  that  matter:  Andthey,  having 
coondoried  the  said  proposals,  did  pra^  the 
said  earl  to  return  her  majesty  thankSi  m  the 
same  of  the  States,  for  her  confidence  in 
then ;  declared  themselves  weary  of  the  war, 
and  lOttdijr  to  join  in  any  measores  her  majesty 
Aaoki  thank  proper  for  obtaining  a  good  peace, 
and  that  they  hoped  her  mi^ty  would  bring 
tba  French  to  explain  more  particulariy  the 
sotwal  points  contained  in  the  abovemention- 
ed  propQeals.  Of  this,  the  said  earl  sept  an 
aceoont  to  her  majestv^s  secretary  of  state, 
•ad  sooa  after  reoeived  her  commands  to  repair 
•0  Bn^aiid;  and  on  his  arrival  here  acouainted 
her  m^esty  #ith  bis  proo^ings  at  the  Hagne : 
But  beu^  hf  her  f;racions  permission,  allowed 
to  follow  sonke  private  afiaifs  ef  Ins  own,  he 
waa  ofroo  in  the  coontrv,  and  so  much  engaged 
thai  he  «lid  not  know  of  any  of  the  transactious 
with  if»  Misna^,  or  what  was  done  in  rehi- 
lioB  lo  tbe  explications  the  States  had  desired 

m9§eu^  to  procvre  from  France^  upon  the 
itiof  M.  Torcy*s  proposal ;  till  in  October 
_  Jie  reoeived  instractions,  dated  the 
irst  of  that  month,  wherd^  he  was  requited 
la  reiwrti  to  BisUalid,  and  to  oonunmneate  to 
the  States  aomt  prcAositiens,  which  had  been 
lipied  lij  theai|id  M.  Mesaagprthe  S7th  da)r  of 
September  hefoie,  as  a  foandatioa  for  opening 
the  conlhreBcse  of  p«oce  with  France  i  which 
heaappoaes  to  be  the  instructions  intended  by 
lin  tht  pfMtthk  to  tbe  Articki 


as  datnd  theSlst  day  of  October,  none  of  that 
date  apjpeariag  amongst  tbe  copies  of  his  own 
papers  he  has  been  permitted  to  take :  But  the 
said  earl  never  saw  M.  Mesnager,  till  he  met 
him  at  Utrecht  in  January  1711-13 ;  nor  during  - 
all  the  time  of  tbe  said  ministers  stay  in  England 
was  in  the  least  prit y  to,  or  made  acquaioted 
with,  any  transaction  between  him  and  any 
of  the  queen's  minister's.  I'he  said  earl  hav* 
ing  received  his  said  instructions,  took  hia 
journey  for  Holland ;  and,  on  his  arriTal 
therein  pursuance  thereof,  imparted  to  the 
States  General  the  said  propositions,  and  what 
had  been  communicated  to  him  concerning' 
any  transactions  between  Great  Britain  and 
France,  and  at  the  same  time,  iu  further  nnsf 
snance  of  his  said  instructions,  declarea  to 
them,  *  That  if  tbey  did  not  think  those  propo* 

*  sitions  a  sufficient  ground  to  open  the  confo* 

*  rencesy  but  were  desirous  to  carry  on  the  war^ 

*  her  miyesty  was  willing  to  concur  with  tbem| 

*  but  could  no  lonier  bear  that  disproporuona>* 

*  ble  burthen  which  had  been  ;fe4rly  increised 

*  on  bar  subjects,  nor  that  deficiency  bar  alliei 

*  had  been  guilty  of  in  every  part  of  tbe  war; 

*  and  that  therefore  it  was  ioctimhent  on  thea^ 

*  if  the  war  cootiouedy  to  furnish  such  qootaa 

*  of  ships  and  forces  for  the  futnre,  as  they  had 

*  to  that  tihie  been  wantug  in  t   That  thie  wan 

*  what  her  mijesty  thought  she  might  jmtly  in* 

<  sistonr  Thatthey  should compU  witik  her,  ia 

*  war  or  in  peace :  sinoa,  in  tbe  former,  she  r»> 

*  quired  nothing  but  what  bekMiged  to  them  to 

*  perform^  and  what' was  necessary  to  the  sno» 
'  cess  of  their  arms ;  and  since,  in  the  hitter^ 

*  die  had  done,  ted  would  continue  to  do^  whal 

*  was  in  her  power  towards  obtaining  inch  a 

*  peace  as  might  be  to  the  satisfaction  of  her 

<  allies.'  Soon  af^er  this,  the  Stated  General 
sent  M.  Buys  to  Engjanc^  as  their  plenipoten* 
tiary,  to  confer  with  her  late  osajesty's  mini* 
ters,  and  inform  himself  of  the  circumstancaa 
of  affiuri,  and  make  report  thcteof  to  his  mas* 
tcfs;  who  having  continned  falere  some  time, 
and  transmitted  to  Holland  an  account  of  the 
posture  of  aflfaira,  the  States  General  consented 
Xo  open  the  confimnces  for  peace,  and  to  in- 
vite the  other  allies  to  tend  their  asinisters  to 
Utrecht^  the  place  agreed  on  for  that  purpose; 
and^  in  Order  thcteauto^  granted  hessports  for 
the  French  ministeffs  to  repair  thither :  And 
the  said  earl  is  infSMmed,  that  amongst  other 
transactions  by  the  said  M.  .Buys  whilst  in 
England,  be  signed  a  treaty  with  her  late  na^ 
jea^s  ministers  who  were  empowered  for  that 
pvrpose,  dated,  the  18th  day  of  December 
If  lly  O.  S.  for  the  carrying  on  the  war  and 
the  negotiations  of  peace,  according  to  the 
motnal  engagements  of  former  treaties  becw«eti 
England  and  H<^nd:  #hich  treaty  was  ratifM 
by  her  saidlat^  majes^  theday  after  itwn^ 
sigoedi  and  was  sent  to  Holland  by  tiie  theft 
lord  pnvy  seal;  but  the  States  General,  thoi^ 
dieir  ministeffs  were  often  called  upon,  never 
ratified  the  same.  And  tbe  said  eari  admit% 
that  the  said  lord  privy  seal  and  Umself  wi 
appointed  to  be  ber  aB|eit)^^8  djeiupoteatinf; 
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•t  the  said  Congress  at  Utrecht ;  and  be  can 
with  ereat  truth  affirm,  that  he  acted,  on  all 
occasions^  with  the  highest  and  most  disinte- 
rested zeal,  for  procaring  a  general  peace,  for 
the  matual  advantage  of  her  majettj's  sul^ects 
and  allies,  in  pursnanoe  of  the.  powers  and  in- 
structions received  for  that  purpose;  and  is 
firmlj  persuaded  his  colleague  did  the  same. 
The  said  earl  saith,  that  every  one  of  the  con- 
federates bad  their  ministers  at  Utrecht  who 
all  agreed  in  the  method  and  manner  of  pro- 
ceeding in  the  said  negotiation ;  and  had  fre- 
quent meetings  and  conferences  to  that  end 
among  themselves,  in  order  to  lay  down  a  gene-» 
rat  sdieme  for  their  conduct ;  and,  for  the 
better  concerting  these  roeasares,  it  was 
thought  fit  to  have  two  conferences  a  week 
with  all  the  allies ;  two  with  the  Dutch  apart, 
and  two  of  all  the  allies  with  the  French ;  and 
in  those  with  the  Dutch  and  the  otfier  allies, 
what  was  to  be  propused,  on  the  part  of  the 
allies,  to  the  French,  was  always  previoushr 
settled.  In  the  first  general  conference  with 
the  French  ministers,  they  bfiered  either  to 
proceed  to  the  explanation  of  the  general 
points  signed  by  M.  Mesnager  (which  they 
acknowledged  were  binding  only-  to  France, 
and  not  to  the  allies),  or  that  each  of  the 
allies  should  make  their  demands.  On  de* 
liberation,  it  was  insisted  by  thf  allies.  That 
the  Frc  nch  should  first  give  in  a  specific  phm 
of  the  offers  of  the  king  their  master  to  all  and 
aach  of  the  allies;  and  the  French  complied  to 
ghre  in  such  specific  plan,  in  case  the  allies 
vrottld  premise  to  return  an  answer  thereunto 
containmg  their  several  demands :  and  accord- 
ingly the  French  ministers  did  give  in  such 
plan,  in  writing ;  and  the  allies,  in  answer,  de- 
Itveied  in  their  demands  also,  in  writing.  The 
French  having  thus  given  in  their  concessions  in 
writing,  and  received  the  demands  of  the  allies  in 
like  manner^hooght  fit  to  propose  the  entering 
into  Rebate  opjn  the  several  propositions  mu- 
tually delivered  m  agreeably  to  the  course  of  pro- 
eeedmg  in  former  treaties :  But  though  some 
of  the  allies  thought  there  was  no  necessity  of 
insisting  very  much  on  an?  further  written  an- 
swer, yet  others  pressed  ft  more  vehementlv ; 
to  which  the  French  replied,  '  That,  both  sicies 

*  having  already  explained  themselves  in  writ- 

<  ing,  it  was  agreeable  to  the  meth9d  of  all  ne- 

*  gonations,  to  proceed  to  debate  matters ;  and, 

<  in  such  debates,  specific  answers  to  each  de- 

<  mand  of  the  alKes  would  occur.'  And  all  ^^J^ 
allies  agreed  in  this  principle,  <  That  the  me- 
'  Umd  most  ezneditiotis  and  safe,  whether  bv 
« writing  or  otnerwise,  was  fittest  to  be  fb^> 
Mowed.' 

^  Tbas  having  given  your  lordships  a  short 
lucrative  of  the  proceedmgs  which  might  ren- 
4»t  his  Answer  to  the  several  particulars  charged 
in  this  Article  more  intelligible  i  As  to  that 
part  which  mentions  his^freqnentlv  concerting 
private  and  separate  measures  with  the  minis- 
ters of  France ;  the  said  eari  doth  acknowledge, 
that,  when  the  settling  an^  particular  interest  of 
fimt  Bcitm  m^X  raqairt  it,  bt  and  bis  col- 


league mi^t  omfer  wkh  the  ministers  ofFranoe, 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  ministers  of  eacb 
of  the  allies  conferred  separately  whh  those  of 
France,  touching  their  respective  particular  in« 
terests:  And  tbs  said  earl  apprehends  they 
were  justified  therein,  by  their  express  orders 
from£n|^and  for  that  purpose.  And  some* 
times  the  said  bishop  and  earl  had  sepvata 
conferences  with  the  ministers  of  France  at 
the  request,  and  on  the  behalf,  of  one  or  other 
of  the  allies,  whose  regard  to  her  majestv  made 
them  often  desire  the  interpositioa  ef  her  mi* 
nisters,  to  support  their  several  pretensions ; 
wherein  the  zeal  and  sincere  endeavomv  of  the 
said  bishop  and  earl  for  the  interest  of  the  al- 
lies always  appeared,  to  the  satisfaction  of 
those  on  whose  behalf  they  acted :  fiut  he  de- 
nies that  he  did  concert  any  private  or  separate 
measures  with  the  ministers  of  France,  in  order 
to  impose  upon  or  deceive  her  majesty's  sub- 
jects or  allies,  or  tending  to  their  prcjudibe  or 
detriment.  And  as  to  that  part  which  charges 
him  with  commending  the. prudence  of  the 
French  ministers,  in  refusing  to  answer  in  vrrifi- 
ing;  the  said  «arl  saith,  that  after  the  written 
propositions  and  demands  on 'each  side  had 
been  delivered  in,  he  took  it  to*  be  a  matter  in 
its  o#n  nature  indifferent,  whether  there  ahonld 
be  any  further  transaction  thereupon  io  writ- 
ing, or  not ;  and  whether  it  were  better  to  pro- 
ceed by  way  of  writing,  or  by  conference,  to 
adjust  and  settle  the  terms  of  peace,  upon  tfat 
respective  o£Rnrs  and  demands  which  bad  been 
sa  given  in.  There  was  variety  of  opinioos : 
Many  of  the  ministers  of  the  allies  declared  it 
to  be  the  most  usual  and  expeditious  method 
to  proceed  by  way  of  conference,  which,  they 
thought  gave-better  opportunities  of  consider- 
ing and  explaining  matters ;  thm  being  nsuslly 
seen  a  greater  stiffiaess  and  obstinatf  in  main- 
taining what  is  once  put  down  in  writing  which 
oftentimes  renders  ne^tiatioil  tedions,  and 
sometimes  clogs  Uiem  with  inioperable  difficol* 
ties;  anfl  there  seemed  to  be  just  groands  kt 
suspiden,  that  some,  who  were  most  presnng 
fi)r  the  method  of  writing,  might  have  those 
ends  in  their  view,  which  it  bMame  ber  ma- 
jesty's fdenipotentiaries^  as  far  as  they  conld,  to 
obviate  and  prevent.  If  therefore,  tiie  ssid 
earl  inclined  in  his  private  opinmn,  to  the  ten- 
ttments  of  Uidse  who  thought  the  way  of  coa* 
ference  more  expeditious  and  equally  sale  (ad* 
mitting  he  had  been  mistaken  therein),  he  hopes 
it  will  not  be  imputed  to  him  as  a  crime  i  Mecb 
less  can  he  apprehend  your  lordships  will  e^ 
teem  it  any  e^idenoe  of  his  cocoaraging  the 
enemy  in  any  fidlacteus  or  unjustifiablaaaanner 
of  proceedings,  if,  in  a  letter  from  the  Hague 
to  a  minister  of  the  queen,  before  this  matter 
had  been  fully  considered,  he  inthaated  the 
thoughto  he  tfcien  entertained  of  it ;  since  he 
takes  it  to  be  very  pn^>er  fiur  a  pabUc  mioistar 
abroad,  in  his  correspondence  with  the  mora 
immediate  servants  of  the  crown  at  home^  ta 


I  give  minute  and  particular  accpnnts  of  all  oc- 
currences and  discourses,  to  ky  open  1^ 
thoughts,  to  suggest  the  firat  motioas  and  lot- 
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were  rtndered  useless ;  or  the  ftflbirs  of  En* 
rope  (iven  up  into  the  haads  of  France. 


picioQStbft^  arise  in  bis  annd,  and  to  descant 
upon  tilings  without  reserve,  in  order  to  re* 
oeJ?e  more  plain,  full,  and  express  infonnations 
and  directions  foc^is  better  proceeding :  And 
the  said  earl  believes  it  will  appear,  that,  if,  in 
aov  letter  he  intimated  bis  tboujg^bts  upon  that 
suQect,  he  did  not  give  any  positive  judgment^ 
but  suspended  bis  opinion  therein  till  be  should 
haie  opportunity  of  further  convd^ring  it : 
And  he  vaith,  that,  wk^  afterwards  the  matter 
came  to  be  more  maturely  debated  among  the 
minisieis  of  ^  the  aUies,  upon  bis  return  to 
Utrecht,  be  did  join  iu  pressmg  the  ministers  of 
France  to  give  a  further  answer  in  writing. 
And  as  to  tlmt  part  which  chaiseth  the  said 
earl  with  su^estlng  methods  for  France  to 
make  use  of,  to  create  disseotions  among  the 
allieSy  and  procure  separate  negotiations  be- 
tween each  of  the  allies  and  France;  he  saith, 
that  it  was  generally  thought  most  proper,  that 
the  respective  demands  of  the  allies;  which 
were  sometimes  clashing  and  contradictory  to 
each  other,  should  be  considered  apart,  and 
not  at  general  conferences  with  the  French; 
which  seemed  toe  more  requisite,  since  no 
prii^  or  state  had  undertaken  the  part  of  a 
mediator  to  reconcile  the  differences  which 
might  happen  to  arise  among  them,  as  has  been 
nsnal  in  fonper  treaties.  If,  therefore,  in  a 
letter  to  a  minister  of  the  queen,  from  the  con- 
sideratioD  of  the  possibility  that  some  might  be 
£or  the  contrary  method,  he  intimated  that  the 
inconvenience  of  such  a  method  would  best 
appear  hy  banning  in  the  congress,  to  ar^ue 
on  some  demand  of  one  of  the  allies,  ^wluch 
woold  probably  induce  such  ally  to  propose  the 
debating  separately ;  he  hopes  this  can  never 
be  oonatroed  *  the  suggesung  a  method  for 
'  France  to  make  use  o^to  eremite  dissentions 
<  among  the  allies,'  or  which  could  have  any 
tendency  to  dissolve  the  confederacy ;  it  seem- 
ing rather,  to  him,  a  likely  means  to  prevent 
any  soch  unhappy  cooseauence  :  Sure  he  b, 
that  he  sincerely  laboured  to  prevent  it ;  and, 
for  that  end,  employed  his  utmost  endeavours 
to  obviate  and  discourage  any  fallacious  or  im- 
josdfiahle  manner  of  transacting  the  negotiation 
of  peace.  And  he  denies  that  he  did  at  any 
tnnesuggest  any  method  whatsoever,  for  France 
to  make  use  6^  t6  create  dissentions  among 
the  allies  or  separate  negotiations  between  any 
ef  the  allies  and  France,  thereby  to  dissohre 
die  coofcderacf ;  and  as  he  constantly  opposed 
what  he  apprebended  or  suspected  to  have  any 
such  tendency,  so  he  never  tailed  to  support,  in 
the  best  manner  he  could,  her  majesty's  allies 
hi  their  demands  against  France;  and  denies 
that,  m  the  course  of  the  negotiation,  he  was 
gmlty  of  any  treacherous  proceeding,  or  of  any 
mctices  whatsoever,  whereby  he  could  pros- 
tkitte  the  honour  of  the  queen  or  the  imperial 
crown  of  these  realms :  or  whereby  he  did  vio- 
late bb  powers  or  instructions,  the  treaties  her 
■njesty  stood  engaged  in  to  her  allies,  or  any 
a^Rirances  he  had  given  them  by  her  order,  or 
ialMr  name;  or  whereby  thft  design  of  the 
^BSsdemcy,  or  tho  support  ttpocted  from  i^ 


5<  In  answer  to  the  Second  Article ;  the  said 
earl  saith,  l^e  always  thought  an  union  and  good 
correspondence  between  her  late  muesty  and 
the  illustrious  house  of  Hanover  of  the  utmost 
importance,  and  therefore  used  bis  best  endea« 
vburs  to  continue  and  improve  it;  and  never 
had  the  least  design  to  create  or  widen  any  dif*. 
ferences  or  misunderstandings  between  them. 
He  acknowledges,  that  the  Parliament,  with 
great  wisdom,  provided  laws  for  preserving  the 
Protestant  relieioo,  est&blishiog  the  Protestant 
succession,  ana  laying  the  obligation  of  an  oath 
on  the  suMects  of  these  realms  to  maintain  the 
same;  aftinthe  said  earl  humbly  hopes,  that  he,  in 
his  station,  hath  never  been  wanting  in  his  faith- 
ful endeavours  for  the  security  thereof:  aud,  to 
bis  great  honour,he  hath  frequently  receivedfrom 
her  late  electoral  highness  the  princess  Sophia, 
and  from  his  present  majesty,  their  approbation 
of  his  zeal  for  their  service :  and  he  does  with 
great  pleasure  and  satisfaction  reflect  on  th^ 
happy  success  of  his  endeavours  in  the  late 
treaty  6f  peace  at  Utrecht,  by  which  France 
and  Spain  were  brought  to  acknowledge  our 
present  sovereign's  ri^t  of  succession  to  the 
imperial  crown  of  these  realms,  and  to  engage 
never  to  oppose  or  disturb  the  same  directly  ot 
indirectly ;  whereby  his  majesty  bad  a  peace- 
able accession  to  the  throne,  aud  the  benefit  of 
the  several  laws  made  in  support  of.  the  baid 
succession  will  more  securely  be  transmitted  to 
posterity.  The  said  earl  denies  that  h^,  by  false 
representations,  or  by  any  reflections  upon  his 
majesty,  when  elector  of  Hanover,  in  any  letter 
to  the  late  queen's  ministers  or  otherwise,  did 
endeavour  to  alienate  her  majesty's  affections 
from  his  electoral  highness :  and  saith,  that  to 
such  a  general  charge  it  is  ifnpossible  to  make 
any  particular  answer  or  defente ;  but  the  said 
earl  IS  firmly  persuaded,  there  is  not  any  ex- 
pression, in  any  letter  by  him  wrote,  that  car- 
ries the  appearance  of  auy  such  false  represenr. 
tatibn  or  reflection ;  such  expressions  being  as 
remote  from  his  heart  and '  intentions,  asuey 
are  inconsistent  with  that  respect  to  the  illustnr 
ous  house  of  Hanover,  which,  by  the  whoLa 
tenor  of  his  actions,  he  hath  endeavoured  to  de- 
monstrate. And  therefore  the  said  earl  blath 
that  assurance  of  your  lordship's  justice,  as  tOi 
beheve  that  no  doubtful  words  or  passages  con- 
tained in  any  of  his  letters,  no  accoimts  or  cen- 
sure^ (if  any  such  th^re  be)  of  what  was  said  or 
done  by  any  minister  or  servant  of  his  electoral 
highness,  inconsistent,  as  be  anprehepded,  with 
that  deference  which  ought  to  have  been  paid  to  • 
her  late  majesty,  will  be  taken  by  your  lord- 
ships as  an  evidence  of  any  design  to  alier 
nate  her  late  majesty's  a£^tions  from  his 
then  electoral  highness,  or  to  create  or 
widen  any  differences  or  misunderstandings  be^ 
tween  them,  with  which  the  said  earl  is  charged 
in  the  said  Article.  And  as  to  the  particular 
reflection  supposed  to  have  been  made  by  the 
said  earl,  in  Lis  letter  of  ths  17th  day  of  Ja^ 
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If  19(,  on  his  tbcn  eteetoral  higboen;  the  said 
carl  baably  hopes  that  jroor  lordships  will  not 
mterpret  apj  expression  in  that  letter  to  have 
been  meant  of  \m  electoral  highness,  who  is  not 
to  moch  as  once  nan»ed  tfaroughoat  the  same,' 
And  whom  the  said  earl  hath  never  mentioned, 
in  any  letter  whatsoever,  without  the  highest 
respect  and  veneration ;  bat  that  jotlr  lordwips 
will  rather  nnderstand  it,  as  it  was  meant,  wmi 
respect  to  the  general  of  the  Hanover  troops, 
whose  conduct,  the  said  earl  owns,  he  hath  ex- 

'  pressed  himself,  as  well  in  that  as  in  some  pre> 
oediflg  dispatches,  not  to  have  been  indrel^ 
satisfied  with :  how  far  he  was  right  in  his  opi- 
nion, he  sttbmitH  to  your  lordships  wise  deter- 
mination ;  but  humbly  hopes,  that  no  represen- 
tation thereof  by  him  made,  however  he  may  be 
thought  to  have  been  mistaken  therein,  pro- 
ceeding only  from  a  sincere  seal  for  the  honour 
of  his  royal  mistress  and  the  interest  of  his 
country,  can  be  judged  criminal.  And  the  said 
earl  saidi,  that  the  Tate  queen  was  so  for  from 
being  prevailed  on,  by  his  advice,  to  make  a 
cessation  of  arms  with  France,  without  concert 
with  his  electoral  highness,  or  aj^inst  the  con- 
sent or  representations  of  any  of  the  allies,  that 
be  can  and  doth  with  troth  affirm,  that  her  ma- 
jesty's resolotions,  coacerning  the  said  cessa- 
tion, were  not  taken  upon  bis  advice,  or  with 
bis  privity.  The  said  earl  doth  admit,  that, 
about  June  or  July  17  IS,  he  was  sent  to  the 
army,  by  her  majes^'s  command,  with  particu- 
lar instructions  touchrac  the  said  cessation ;  and 
chat,  in  pursuance  x>f  his  said  instructions,  he 
discoui^d  several  of  the  generals  of  the  allies, 
particularly  Mondear  Buleau;  and  that  he 
might,  in  such  discourse,  on  the  Idth  day  of 
July  irtS,  affirm,  as  he  then  thous^t,  *  that  her 
''majesty  had  made  no  truce  with  France  f  and 
the  said  earl  was  then  of  that  opinion ;  the  ar- 
ticles demanded  by  her  majestjr  for  a  cessation 
of  arm^  as  the  conditions  without  which  no 
ceMation  was  to  be  made,  not  having  at  that 
tioM,  to  his  knowledge  or  belief,  been  perfiAm^ 
«#  by  France.  And  the  said  earl  can  assureoly 
MjTy  dnt  he  doth  not  remember  he  hath,  at  any 
tittle,  knowini^y,  affirmed  to  the  ministers  of  his 
aaid  electoral  highness,  or  any  other  of  the  allies, 
any  untrmbs,  or  any  tiling  oontraiy  to  the  in- 
tentions or  interest  of  the  late  queen,  thereby 
to  deceive  or  impose  upon  his  dectoral  high- 
nMs,  or  any  of  her  majesty*tf  allies :  and  appre- 
hends tliat  he- hath  not,  in  any  of  his  ncgotia- 
tipns  or  proceedings,  prostituCed  or  dishonoured 
the  character  he  was  invested  with;  or  done 
any  thing  tending  to  dissolve  the  mutual  confi- 
dence and  good  understanding  between  her  late 

ata§esty«and  the  illustrious  house  of  Hanover. 

*<  Ip  ant^rer  to  the Thh'd  Article;  the  said 
earl  denies  any  pcrnidonane^tiations  of  peace 
to  have  been  carriM  on  by  bim  with  the  minis- 
ters of  France ;  and  saithi^  that,  in  the  paper 
mentioned  in  his  mstmctioos  to  be  signed  by 
M.  Mestta^,  and  delivered  to  him,  together 
with  his  said  instructions^  on  or  about  the  1st 
di^  of  October  ini»  it  is  taid,  <  tfat  Stecb 


[V6 

*  king  win  acknowledge  ibeqoeeB  of  Great  Bt»> 

*  tain  in  that  quality,  as  also  the  snooessiua  to 

*  that  crown  according  to  the  present  estaMiih» 

*  ment;'  and  in  the  specific  explanation  of  the 
offers  of  France,  delivered  the  11th  oTFdiraaiy 
fbllowiog,  it  is  said,  *  the  king  wiU  acknowledge, 

*  at  the  signin|  of  the  t>«ioe»  the  ooeen  of 

*  Great  Britain  m  that  qnaficy,  as  well  as  Ibt 
^  succession  to  the  aown  acdndtng  to  the  pre^ 
'sent  establishment,  and  in  a  manner  mon 

*  afrreeable  to  her  Britannic  majesty :'  but  the 
said  earl  denies  he  ever  heard  tut  th^  Fteocb 
kine  proposed  soch  acknowledgment  shonM  not 
be  before  the  signing  of  the  pence;  nordotkba 
conceM  how  the  proposal  (before  the  enterisg 
into  the  negotiations  of  peace)  indefinitely  to 
acknowledge  the  queen  and  the  sohsequest 
concession  to  do  so  at  the  signing  of  the  pesce 
in  what  manner  Mr  Britannic  majesty  sJioald 
please,  doth  necessarily  infef  that  be  would  not 
do  it  sooner ;  nor  are  there,  in  any  of  the  pro- 
positions from  the  French  king,  any  ncgatife 
words^  that  he  would  not  do  it  sooner,  as  is- 
thnated  in  this  Article :  and  the  aaid  earl  ap- 
prehend!!, that,  in  (act,  he  did  it  sooner:  for, 
when  the  Sieur  Mesnaser  came  into  Endaodi 
the  said  earl  is  informed,  he  brought  with  bim 
a  credential  letter  firom  the  French  king,  where- 
in her  majesty  was  styled  and  acknowledted 
queen  of  (>reat  Britain:  and,  in  the  venr  first 
offers  and  general  conferences  at  Uirecfat,  the 
French  ministers  named  her    Britannic  majestj 
in  such  direct  manner,  that  the  ministers  of  the 
allies  took  it  for  a  plain  and  sufficient  agnitioB; 
and  the  French  mmisters  onderstood  it  in  the 
same  manner,  who  continued  to  name  her  ma- 
jesty as  queen,  without  re^rve,  in  their  dii- 
course  and  letters  to  her  majesty's  plenipoteii- 
tiaries :  and  although  the  said  specific  explana- 
tion may,  in  some  part  of  it,  seem  to  refer  to  s 
future  action,  to  prevent  the  impmil  and 
other  nunisters  of  the  allies  from  insisting  like- 
wise on  a  present  acknowledgfment  of  the  titles 
of  t^eir  masters,  which  might  probably  hare 
put  a  stop  to  the  negotiation;  yet,  the  sud  esri 
conceives,  the  aguition  of  the  qoeen  was  not 
therebv  the  less  manifest;  and  is  humbly  of  opi- 
nion, that  her  muesty  was  treated  with  diitio- 
^isbing  marks  of  respect,  inasmuch  as  those 
titles  were  given  ^her,  throngbout  the  nhole 
course  of  the  nq^tiation|  which  had  not  been 
allowed  on  the  like  occasions  to  other  princes 
4ill  the  conclusion  of  peace.    It  is  well  knows, 
the  title  of  his  late  majesty  king  William  was 
not  acknowledged  at  Ryswick,  till  that  peace 
was  signed ;  nor  was  the  emperor's  or  the  kin; 
of  Prussia's  owned,  during  the  late  negotiatiooiy 
till  the  concluding  their  remctive  treaties  of 
peace.  ^  When,  therefore,  the  said  earl  bad  oo 
instructions  to  iusbt  upou  a  more  fimaal  ac- 
jLuowledgement ;  he  hopethe  cannot  be  chaff- 
ed with  any  want  of  duty  to  her  majestj,  or  want 
of  seal  for  the  Protestant* succession,  in  not  ad- 
vising her  msyesty  against  treating  with  France^ 
upon  the  terms  on  which  she  entered  iqto 
the  negotiation  at  Utrecht.    The  said  ead  be- , 
liaves  ttw  House  of  IjordycQPCttTOgtbctFkwh 
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coD<}e8C«csion  tbereio^  aad  did  express  their  re* 
llnnce  oo  her  wisdom  to  finish  tbat  great  and 
good  work  ;  as  the  Hoase  of  Commons  also  did^ 
by  their  address  to  her  majesty,  about  the  same 
time.  And^the  said  earl  is  well  assured,  he  was 
not  wanting  in  his  zeal  and  regard  for  the  seen* 
rity  of  the  Protestant  succession ;  on  which 
head  the  British  plenipotentiaries,  at  the 
very  first  general  conference  with  the  French 
niinisters  at  Utrecht,  pressed  their  explana* 
don ;  and  they  agreed  thereunto :    and^  when 


kiagiuid  proposed  to  acknowledge  her  majesty's 
title  to  these  realms  no  sooner  thiib  when  the 
peaee  sfaonld  be  signed,  did,  by  their  address  Of 
tfte  15th  day  of  February  1711,  with  a'com- 
ibQidable  zeal,  represent  to  her  late  majesty 
Aeir  jost  indignation  at  sttch  dishonourable 
titatikient,  and  expires*  their  resentment  at  such 
cMmd  of  peace  ofierad  to  her  majesty  and  her 
dies  by  tbe  plenipotentiaries  of  France;  and 
it  was  agreeable  to  the  doty  and  affection  that 
ttgiist  asseinbly  always  «iemonstrated  towai*ds 
cbat  excellent  prineesb>  to  be  toncbed  with  the 
least  appearance  or  apprehension  of  disrespect 
tb  her  racred  person :  and  her  maiesty,  being 
seos%lethat  tlm*  address  proceeded  from  those 
jftodves,  was  pleased  to  return  them  her  hearty 
liianksy'fbr  the  zeal  they  expressed  for  her  ho- 
fioor.  And  tbe  said  earl  admits,  that,  in  a  let- 
tier  iiroin  tbe  secretary  of  state  to  the  then  lord 
j^f^  seal  and  himself^  mention  was  made  of 
the  said  address ;  and  thereupon  they  care  an 
accooiit  of  the  steps  by  them  taken  on  this  sub- 
ject, to  the  fDllowin|  effect :  that,  the  day  after 
the  receipt  of  th^t  Tetter,  the  French  plenipo- 
ientian<8  were  told,  'that,  the  deferring  to 
Vsake  a  fbmud  agnition  .of  the  queen  at  first 
laying  bad  all  the  effect  intended,  it  would  ^e 
'proper  then  to  do  it  more  formally, Tor  reasons 

*  vim  which  it  was  needless  to  acquaint  them ; 
'aiherwise  it  would  be  necessary  to  insert  it  in 
*Ue  Britiah  demands:'  that  they  made  no 
ether  Afficnltj  in  it  but  this, '  that,  having  re- 
'  ported  to  their  court  how  that  matter  had 
'  passed^,  they  ought,  in  decency,  to  give  an  ac- 
^coQttt  of  what  was  then  desired;'  and  said, 
*tiiey  doabted  liot  in  ten  or  twelve  days  to  give 
*imire  satisfaction  therein  i*  but,  being  pressed 
l»  do  something  immediately,  thejr   agreed, 

*  fbikj  tf  her  ms^esty*s  plenipotentiaries  would 
'  write  to  them,  they  would  give  an  answer, 
'whereby  the  queen  should  be  directly  acknow- 
*M^r  whith  was  accordingly  cbne;  and 
the  add  eari  believes,  that  a  copy  thereof  might 
be  tfaottliitted  to  England,  but  not  the  original : 
aaddeaiet  that,  to  Ut  knowledge,  it  was  a  col- 
have  letter;  or  that  there  was  any  agreement 
betweeu  the  British  and  French  ministers,  not 
to  ludte  use  6f  it  at  Utrecht,  or  not  to  have  it 
takes  ns  aii  acknowledgement  by  France  of  the 
^•^fl^s  title  to  the  ctbwn ;  or  that  the  cop^of 
itwsa  transnritted  with  design  to  deceive  or  im- 
pose i^a  the  queen  or  parliament ;  nor  doth 
m  kriow,  or  believe,  it  was  made  use  of  for  any 
sach  paj'pose  ;  but  he  takes  it  to  have  been  an 
ami  atknowMgment  of  the  queen's  tide  b^ 
fnmce^  and  a  further  evidence  that  such  agni- 
tiotfwa?  act  deferred  till  the  signing  of  the 
Jiea^'tfaoogb  it  was  intended  to  be  then  made 
is  a- more  solemn  manner.  And  tbe  said  c;arl 
heBeitJ  the  honporable  House  of  Peers,  for 
wteejndgment  he  ever'had  the  highest  venera- 
tioi  md  Regard,  were  satisfied  in  this  point ; 
imee,hfftxit  address  of  die  10th  of  Jane  fo^ 
inA|;  after  tber  had  been' acquainted,  by  hef 
liltjiij'a  speech  firoor  the  throne,  with  the 
ttwim  wbich  a  general  peace  might  be  had, 
ife^^ttmhtfit  ce  thank  her  maj^ty  for  her 


the  alUes  delivered  their  respective  demardsi 
the  <}oeen'8  ministers^  on  their  part,  in^ 
sisted  m  such  manner  on  what  related  to  the 
seconty  of  diat  succession,  that  the  princess 
Sophia  was  pleased  to'  honour  them  with  a  let- 
ter of  thanks,  and  to  acknowledge  their  oare  of 
the  interest  of  Ifer  family:  nor  were  they  less 
careful,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty,  to  setde 
that  important  point  with  the  utmost  exactness* 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  queen,  the  court  of 
Hanover,  and  both  houses  of  parliament ;  an^ 
the  articles  for  that  purpose  were  not  only  con* 
ceived  in  stronger  terms  than  had  been  mad^ 
use  of  at  Ryswitk,  for  acknowledging  the  then 
settlemcQt  of  the  crown;  but,  before  they  were 
inserted  in  the  treaty^  were  communicated  to 
the  minister  of  the  elector,  and  had  his  appro*' 
bation ;  and  the  manner  of  that  transactioa 
seems  sufficiently  justified,  from  the  happy  ef« 
fects.  The  said  earl  absolutely  denies,  that  he 
did  ever  concert  or  agree  with  the  ministers  of 
France,  that  any  proposals  mentioned  in  the 
said  Article^  or  any  other  proposals  whatsoever^ 
should  be  the  conditions  whereon  France 
should  treat  of  peace  with  Great  Britain  :  nor 
doth  he  know  that  the  queen,  the  parliament, 
or  the  nation,  were  in  any  respect  abused,  or 
drawn  into  destructive  measures :  or  that  any* 
step  was  taken,  ou  this  occasion,  whereby  disho* 
nonr  could  accrue  to,  her  majesty  or  these  king<» 
doms,  or  any  danger  to  the  Protestant  succession. 

^In  answer  .to  Uie  Fourth  Article  ^  the  said 
earl  saith.  That  the  bishop  of  Bristol  and  him^^ 
self^  being  appointed  her  majesty's  plenipoten« 
tiaries,  did,  soon  after  their  arrival  at  Utrecht| 
pursuant  to  their  instructions,  begin  by*  coo<* 
certing  with  the  ministers  of  the  aUies,  in  what 
manner  it  was  most  proper  to  open  the  con- 
ferences, and  what  method  was  to  be  observed 
in  the  progress  of  tbe  treaty;  and  if  it  had  been 
thought  proper  to  begin  with  the  disposition  of 
the  Spanish  monarchy,  the  said  earl  was  r^ady 
to  have  insisted  as  the  said  instructions  directea 
him  to  do  in  that  case ;  but,  upon  such  con^^ 
cert,  it  was  thought  most  advis^ahle^  and  so 
agreed  by  all  the  ministers  of  the  allies,  that 
each  of  them  should,  by  a  separate  instrument 
make  their  respective  demands,  vvith  a  general 
clause  te  support  each  other's  just  and  reason- 
able pretensions ;  and  this  was  looked  upon  as 
the  most  proper  method,  and  necessary  to 
avoid  that  confusion  which  would  otherwise 
ensue  from  the  contrariety  of  the  demands  of 
the  several  allies ; '  it  being  then  knowa  that 
many  of  them  did  and  would  i^t  to  have  the 
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•fyMtbiaf  for  thonseifety  in  oppotkioo  to 
€»ch  other.  The  Imperial  ministart,  m  well  as 
the  rest,  acquiesced  m  that  method ;  ^and  at  a 
followinf  coq^rence,  it  was  farther  desired,  that 
there  should  be  added  to  tiich  general  daiue 
the  words  in  *  oooformitj  to  tMir  alliaaces,' 
with  which  the  said  bishop  and  earl,  ap  well  as 
the  res^  most  readily  complied  s  Imd  these 
words  were  accordingly  added  to  the  general, 
clause  io  each  of  the  allies  demands^  which* 
seemed  to  give  a  yeoeral  satisfiuitioa ;  and  there 
was  nothing  further  at  that  time,  insisted  on. 
Inconsequence  of  this  agreesent^  it  was  the 
general  expectation,  that  the  demand  rebtiog 
2)  Spain  and  the  West  Indies  should  be  par- 
ticularly inserted  only  in  the  instrument  to  be 
K'  ren  in  by  the  Imperial  ministers  s  but  there 
ving  been  a  day  long  before  fijMd  for  de* 
lifering  io  to  the  French  all  the  deoumds  of  the 
allies ;  the  Iqiperialists,  the  very  night  preceding 
at  a  conference,  proposed, '  Inat  all  the  allies 

*  should  mention  Spain  and  the  West  Indies 

*  likewise  in  their  several  demands.'  This 
caused  a  general  surprise,  and  none  but  the 
ministers  of  Portugal  concoroed  with  them ; 
those  of  the  States  m  particular  declared,  *  The 

*  said  dominions  ought  to  be  demanded  by  them 
'  whom  it  did  immediately  concern ;  and  that 
'  the  method  things  had  lieen  put  into,  could 
^  not  suffer  it  to  be  otherwise  f  jbot  the  next 
■mrmuji,  to  give  content  to  the  Imperialists, 
they  yielded  to  make  a  verbal  declaration 
among  the  aliies^  *  That  thej  iim  resolved  to 
'  make  good  all  their  treaties  on  occasion  of 

<  this  war,  as  well  these  that  related  to  Spain 
'  as  those  made  with  Portugal,  Prussiai  Savoy, 
'and others.'  The  Britin  plenipotentianes, 
Co  give  the  like  satisfoction,  declared  publiply 
at  the  conferences  tbr  tame  dav,  'Thacasher 

*  m«esty  insisted  for  a  jasiaod  reasonable  sa* 
'  ttstactioa  for  all  her  allies^  in  ctoformtty  to 
'all  her  alfiances,  those  that  might  concern 

*  Spain  and  the  Indies  were  understood  there- 
'  by,  as  well  as  others  that  concerned  the  in- 

<  terest  of  tfie  rest  of  the  allies  ;^  wherewith 
the  Austrian  and  Portugal  ministers  seemed 
satbfied;    nor  did   they    reqnest   any  thing 

'  further  from  the  said  bishop  and  earl  on  that 
head.  And  therefore  be  humbly  appre- 
hends, that,  in  the  negodatioii,  he  neither  de- 
clined to  insist  (bat  Spain  and  the  West  ludies 
should  not  beallotted  to  the  House  of  Bourbon 

'  as  for  at  hit  mstructiens  directine  him  to  act 
in  concert  vrith  the  rest  of  the  aUies,  required, 
nor  refosed  to  join  with  the  Imperial  and  Por- 
tugal ministers,  or  either  of  them,  to  strengthen 
that  demantf  in  socb  manner  as  was  proper, 
but  in  this;  and  all  other  matters,  he  purbued 
with  constancy  the  orders  he  from  time  to  time 
received  firom  her  mijesty,  as  the  nature  and 
eircumstances  of  things  would  give  leave ;  and 


in  case  her  late  arajesty  found  it  impvaciicabje 
to  persist  in  her  fon  designs  of  gainiog  Spain 
and  the  West  Indiea  from  the  Hous^  of  Bour- 
bon, and  thought  othw  expedients  for  prevent- 
ing the  union  of  the  two  monarchiesr  of  Spain 
•Dd  France^  B^ght  at  well  answer  the  ends  of 


her  teveial  aHiaaccSy  and  did  thereupon  enter 
into  aseasnret  for  obtaining  a  gendral  penes 
in  which  her  allies  ooncunid;    the  said  eail 
hopes,  that  his  conforming  himself  to  the  man- 
sores  not  only  prescribed  by  her  majesty,  whose 
minister  he  was,  and  whom  it  was  his  doty  lo 
obMT,  but  abo  approved  by  both  Houses  of 
Pailiament,  will  not  be  esteemed  an  acting  ia 
defiance  of  the  treades  between  her  majes^ 
and  her  allies,  in  contempt  of  the  advice  or 
opinion  of  parliament,  or  in  viobtion  of  his  in- 
structions :  and  he  cannot  entertain  such  diffi- 
dence of  your  lordships  justice  and  goodneaa 
as  to  suspect  that  his  actions,  which  proceeded 
from  a  pnociple  of  obedience  to  bis  sovereign^ 
and  seal  for  the  public  ierviee,  should  be  con- 
demned as  perfidious  or  unwarrhntable.    And- 
tha  said  earl  denies  that,  by  any  of  his  practicea 
any  jealoosiet  or  discords  were  created  betweeo 
her  m^esty  and  her  allies,  the  mutual  con- 
fidence between  them  was  dissolved,  the' j oar 
balance  of  power  in  Europe  betrayed,  or  any 
advantage  given  to  the  common  enemy  to  im- 
pose what  terms  of  peace  he  should  chink  £t 
upon  her  majesqr  or  any  of  the  confoderatea» 

^  In  Answer  to  the  Fifth  Article;  the  said 
earl  doth  acknowledge,  that  her  lata  majeaty,. 
in  her  speech  from  the  throne,  on  the  seveoih 
day  of  December  1711,  having  acquainted  bor 
Parliament,  *  That  both  tiine  and  place  wev» 

*  appointed  for  opening  a  treaty  of  peace/  did 
at  toe  same  time  remind  them,  <  That  the  best 

*  wav  to  make  the  treety  efiectual  would  be  to 
'  msJie  early  provision  for  the  campaign ;'  and 
believes  supplies  were  granted,  and  magazines 
Movided,  for  that  end :  but  the  said  earl  aadtlv 
That,  at  tho  time  in  the  said  Article  for  tfant 
purpose  mentioned,  he  was  not  infovfied  oC 
any  reatonable  prospect  the  confederatea  tbecs. 
had  of  gaining  new  conquests  m^t  the  acmj  of 
France;  not  doth  he  believe  that  the  cod- 
foderatearmy  at  that  time  was  the  strong^c 
tfiat  had  been  in  the  service  during  the  whole 
course  of  tb^  war ;  but  upon  the  informatioQs 
he  receiveo  at  the  Hague,  about  the  Sd-30th 
of  ^pril  1712,  he  understood,  that  the  Preach 
were  better  posted  than  the  confederates^  and 
their  army  stronger ;  and  that  the  confederate 
forces  could  not  march  to  surprise  the  Freoch 
in  dieir  lines  til)  they  had  green  forage,  which 
would  not  be  upin  the  three  weeks  at  soonest  i 
and  that  the  Freoch  had  all  their  troopa,  aod 
the  confederates  wanted  great  part  or  4heim, 
especially  the  Imperialists,  who  it  was  thought 
could  not,,  and  in  fuct  did  nol^  join  the  so^m  j 
till  about  a  month  after;  and  tliesaidead  coo^ 
oeivine  the  treaty  of  peace  in  so  great  forwardi 
ness,  that,  by  a  constant  application  of  the  plenW 
potentiarin,  it  might  probably  he  brought  to 
a  conclusion  in  »  month's  time;  he  did,  upoq 
these  considerations,  apprehend  it  would  no^ 
have.been  any  disservice  to  the  common  csuia^ 
if  a  cessation  efarms  for  a  month  had  becfl 
then  agreed  on,  during  which  time  tho  nevbi 
tiation  might  have  been  ended  one  way  2 
other;  and  he  behevet  thaty  n^poidiog  to  \m 
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Autj»  be  migbt  about  tbat  time,  in  a  letter  to 
bcr  majealty*s  secretary  oi  state,  send  ao  accooot 
oftfae  poMore  and  condition  of  tbe  two  armies ; 
bit  denies  tbat  be  took  upon  bim  to  counsel  or 
sdrise  oa  tbat  sotgect,  bot  only  proposed  tbe 
Batter  for  fiirtber  deliberation  ia  England,  if 
spun  ibose  or  other  accoonts  socb  a  abort  ces- 
latim  sboiild  be  tboagbt  necessary ;  mocb  less 
did  be  theDy  or  at  aay  otber  time,  suggest  or 
sdrise  aoy  cessation  of  arms  to  be  made  wicb 
Fnoeey  without  or  a|aiiist  tbe  consent  of  the 
sfiies^  or  with  design  to  disappdnt  aoy  just  ex- 
pectation they  might  have,  pr  to  give  success 
to  any  secret  or  wicked  negotiations  whatsoever; 
sod  he  is  not  yet  sensible  that  a  cessation  for 
s  moQtbyat  that  time,  could  have  been  any  bin- 
^crance  or  prgudice  to  tbe  cause  of  tbe  alHes, 
or  hare  given  the  least  advantage  to  the 
eaemy :  however,  in  fact,  no  cessation  was 
onde  opoo  bis  said  letter.  The  said  earl'saith 
Wdoth  not  know,  or  believe,  that,  in  pursuance 
of  any  coaosel  or  advice  given  by  bim,  any  di- 
ractiofls  were  sent  <o  her  majesty's  general  in 
fbaders,  to  avoid  engaging  in  any  sieg^,  or 
buaidiog  a  battle ;  nor  was  be  privy  to  the 
Kaifiag  aDjT  toch  directiens ;  and  be  denies 
cbHbeadnsed  her  late  majesty  to  send  any 
pcnoo,  moGb  less  himself,  from  England,  to 
die  amy  in  Flanders,  to  causa  a  cessation  of 
sms  to  ba  made  or  proclaimed,  between 
Wmajestj  and  tbe  French  army;  bot  ac- 
ksowlei^ea  that^  be  beina  her  maiest/s  am- 
fasasador,  she  was  pleased  to  givb  him  orders 
aid  instractioos,  under  her  sign  manual,  dated 
tbe  91st  day.  of  June  1719,  whereby  he  was 
aieasaoded  *  to  make  all  possible  dispatch  to 

*  the  army  in  tbe  Low  Countries ;  and,  upon 
'  fais  arrtral  there,  to  inform  her  ftnml  and 
'ooaaBSEMlcrin  cbiefof  tbe res9lotioos taken m 
'dK  then  important  coojvocture  of  aliiuv, 
'  and  also  to  mdaie  to  the  generals  and  com- 
'siaadefi  in  chief  of  the  foreign  troops  in  her 
'  Majesty's  pay,  and  in  tbe  joint  pay  of  her  ma- 
'jesty  and  the  States  Oencraly  with  bow  much 
'  apprise  her  majesty  beard  there  was  tbe  least 
'  doabt  of  tbair  obeying  such  osders  as  they 
'iboald  receive  from  her  said  general;  and 
'fikewise  comoiandiBg  tbe  said  earl  tocon- 
'tiaaewkb  tbe  said  amiy,  till  tbe  afikiroftbe 

*  ^ineasion  of  arms  and  Am  swrender  of  Dun- 
'  m  were  determined  one  way  orother ;'  and 
tetlereiipon  be  resoited  to  tbe  Ha|^e,  and 
then,  in  ooojoactiofl  with  biseolleague  the  then 
laid  U^p  of  Bristol,  aequamted  tbe  Sutes 
GsBcral  mtb  ber  majest/s  intentiotts  for  a 
Asrt  cessation  of  arms  between  the  armies  in 
^  Hethff  Hands,  upon  certain  conditions  to  be 
ptduiaisd  by  Frapce^  one  of  which  was,  the 

ofDual&kfaNo  ber  majesty's  pos- 
/invictog  tbe  States  to  join  with  her 
ntjaiy  iberein.  After  this,  tbe  said  earl  pro- 
cteied  to  Ibe  army,  and  acted  oonformably  to 
^Maad  instmotioos ;  and  hopes,  tbat  what 
Wilbe  perfermanoe  of  his  doty,  win  not  be 
M  bim  as  a  crime :  but  the  said  earl 


^tm  that  any  cesia^^  or  separation  of  tbe 
^^  vafcxtacfttider  perfomcd  bybiaad- 


vice ;  nor  was  be  otherwise  oancemed  tberatn 
than  in  iigni^^g  tbe  orden  be  bad  in  command 
from  her  may dsty  to  ber  general ;  and  be  be- 
lieres,  from  the  best  judgment  be  can  make 
upon  the  then  situation  of  aflbirs,  tbat,  if 
the  cessation  that  was  made  by  ber  majesqr 
had  been  generally  complied  with  by  tbe  rest 
of  tbe  army,  it  woidd  have  increaseci  tbe  oon« 
fidence  between  ber  mi^escy  and  ber  allies,  and 
have  obliged  tbe  Frenob  •king  more  speedily  to 
comply  with  their  demands  in  the  negotiations 
of  peace;  sikI  that  the<roost  prooiising  es* 
pectations  from  tbe  operations  of  tbe  campaign 
during  those  two  months  for  which -tbe  cessation 
was  to  cootiotie,  could  nor  equal  tbe  advantage 
accruing  to  tbe  coofoderatei  by  tbe  surrender 
of  tbe  important  fortress  of  Dunkirk,  which 
was  put  into  ber  miuesty's  bands  as  one  ef  tha 
conditions  of  it. 

^  In  Answer  to  tbe  Sixth  Article ;  tbe  said 
•arl,  not  admitting  tbat  be  did  advise  or  procure 
n  cessation  ofarms,  or  obtain  fyr  France  any 
separation  of  tbe  troops  of  Great  Britain  from 
the  confederate  army,  or  was  otherwise  con« 
cemed  therein  than  as  in  his  Answer  to  the  pre* 
cediiig  Article  is  set  forth,  denies,  Vith  a  just  ab- 
horrence, tbat  he  ever  had  any  treacherous 
poruoses  to  adranoe  or  promote  the  interests 
of  Prance,  or  to  render  any  future  oorrespon-  ^ 
denoe  or  harmony  betweea  her  late  majesty 
and  tbe  States  ueneral  impracticable,  or  to 
weaken  or  distress  the  said  Stales,  or  bring 
them  under  any  necessity  of  complying  with,  or 
submitting  to,  the  measures  of  France ;  nor  did 
or  doth  be  know,  or  believe,  tbat  the  taking  pos* 
session  of  Ghent  and 'Bruges  by  ihe  Britbh 
troops  was  likely  to  produce  any  such  conse* 
qnence ;  on  the  contrary,  he  coaoeivcs,  tbat  it 
was  veiT  much  for  the  advantage  of  the  alties, 
espedaOy  the  States  General,  tbat  tbe'  En^ish 
took  possessioh  of  those  towns,  which  would 
otherwise,  in  all  probability,  have  fallen  into  the 
hands  ofthe  French :  tbe  said  earl  doth  ac- 
knowledge^ that,  when  the  British  troops  were 
leA  by  the  other  forces  who  separated  from  them 
and  were  under  a  neceesity  of  retiiing  to  some 
place  of  secnrity,  and  it  was  reported  tbat  the 
Dotob  bad  given  orders  to  all  tlie  commanders 
of  the  toWns,  in  their  possession  to  refuse  them 
admittance  or  passage,  be  did  not  think  tbe  re- 
solution idiproper,  whicb  was  taken  by  ber  ma- 
jesty's general,  to  send  a  party  of  tlie  nueen's 
tioops  to  march  through  some  part  of  those 
towns,  to  make  experiment  whether  tbey  wookl 
refose  them  nassage ;  for,  if  passage  should  not 
berefosed  tbem,  tbe  Doten  would  be  vindi- 
.caled  from  tbe  report  wbicb  bad  been  given 
out,  so  h^hly  reflecting  on  their  honour,  and  so 
repugnant  to  tbe  repeated  ^professions  and  as- 
Sttffaociesoftbatgood-williand  friendship  they 
bad  so  eonstantty  declared  for  Great  Britain  ; 
and  if  such  passage  should  be  refosed,  it  would 
demonstrate  tbe  necessity  the  English  troops 
were  under  of  resorting  to*  Ghent  and.  'Bruges  s 
however,  the  said  earl  doth  f  not  admit  that  be 
did  advise  thcrltin;  nufcfa  Idss  had  he  any  such 
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bopes  or  treabherous  designs  as  in  the  said  arti* 
de  are  mentioDcd ;  nor  did  be  seek  any  pre- 
tence to  put  in  execution  any  design  or  resolu* 
tion  concerted  with  the  ministers  of  France ; 
nor  Was  any  sach  design  or  resolution,  to  bis 
knowledge  or  belief,  concerted  :  the  saiii  earl 
dotb  believe,  that  a  party  of  the  queen's  troops, 
being  sent  with  inteiitions  to  obtain  admittance 
into  some  of  the  towns  in  Flanders,  where  some 
of  the  English  magazines  and  hospitals  were, 
or  at  least  to  obtain  a  passage  tbroagb  them 
to  some  other  places  of  sacunty,  were  refused 
by  the  Dutch  commanders,  although  those 
towns  bad  been  conquered  chiefly  by  Britisb 
blood  and  treasure  :  but  the  Statea  General 
disavowed  their  aving  any  orders  for  that  pur- 
pose ;  and  thereby  rescued  themselves  from  the 
reproach  of  an  usage,  that  might  have  been 
thought  inhuman  to  confederate  troops,  who 
bad  spent  their  blood- for  their  service,  and  had 
done  no  act  of  bostility,  nor  given  any  iust  rca^ 
sou  to  the  States  to  apprebend  any  ill  conse- 
quences from  such  paasage  or  admittance.  The 
said  earl  doth  aCknowle^e,  that,  alter  this  re^ 
^alofthe  Dutch  commanders  to  receive  any 
of  the  queen's  troops  into,  or  permit  them  to 
pass  through  Ibe  towns  In  their  possession,  they 
xetired  into  Ghent  and  Bruges;  the  former 
baving  been  their  usual  quarters»  and  the  cita- 
del thereof  having  been  garrisoned  by  them 
£rom  the  beginning  of  that  campaign :  but  the 
said  earl  does  not  know,  or  believe  there  was 
any  treacherous  or  destructive  des^n  in  the 
marchine  of  those  troops  into^or  taking  posses- 
sion of,  wose  towns  :  nor  doth  he  know,  or  be- 
lieves it  was  done  in  concert  with  any  of  the 
ministers  of  France,  who,  he  is  confident,  were 
not  privy  to,  or  knew  any  thing  of  it,  till  after 
it  wasexecuted  ;  nor  doth  the  said  earl  discern 
bow  it  contributed  to  the  prejudice  of  the  con- 
federates^ or  advantage  ot  tbe  French,  army  : 
but,  on  the  contrary^  the  said  earl  is  very  well 
assured,  that  it  proved  greatlv  to  the  advantage 
and  security  Of  the  former,  whose  convoys  were 
thereby  protected^  ^and  the  communication  be- 
tween Holland  and  the  confederate  army 
kept  open  ;  and  the  advantages  thereby  to  the 
oomm«on  cause  were  so  notorious  and  visible, 
that  the  allies  freouemly  expressed  their  satis- 
faction that  those  important  places  had,  |>een  so 
well  secured,  by  which  means  the  allies  had  all 
the  advantages  of  those  towns,  without  being  at 
the  expence  of^rrtsons^  the  furnishing  of  which 
would  have  obliged  them  to  make  such  detach- 
ments from  their  a^my  as  would  have  rendered 
it  difficult  for  theintolHivtf  kept  the  field;  and, 
on  the  other  bond,  the  French  ministers  fre- 
quently oomplaincNd  of  the  great  disadvantages 
occasioned  toereby  to  the  arms  of  tbeir  master, 
whom  they  thought  not  well  treated  by  her  ma- 

1'esty  on  that  account :  and  thesaid  earl  appre- 
leodsi  that  the  British  troops  had  equal  right 
wiih  those  of  the  States^  to  enter  into  Ghent 
and  Bruges;  or  any  other  plaee  of  tliis  Low 
Countries,  which  by  agreeoRtent  were  uader.ibe 
joint  government  of  the  queen  and  the  States 
General;  and  this  bappcmd  at  that  time  to  be 
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of  the  greater  importance,  sanoe  theqaasa^ 
troops  were  thereby  enabled  to  maintain  a  com* 
municatioo  with  Dunkirk  and  England ;  and 
was  afterwards  found  likewise  very  useful,  to- 
wards obtaining  the  removal  ofthe  unjustifiable 
impositions  laid  by  the  Dutch  upon  tbA  Britisb 
merchandize  in  tKe  new  conquests  in  the  Ne- 
therlands, which  they  theinselves  had  maay 
months  owned  to  be  a  i^riavance,  but  bad  not 
before  thought  fit  to  redress. 

*'  The  said  Earl  humbly  hopes,  he  has  ftoMy 
answered  the  several  Articles  exhibited  agfuost 
him ;  and  he  doubts  not  but  your  lordships  wiU, 
in  your  great  wisdom,  maturely  weigh  the  ma- 
ture of  the-obarge,  which  is  chiefly  founded  on 
his  transactions  abroad  with  the  ministers  of 
foreign  priooes  and  states,  whose  testimoaf, 
though  never  so  material  towards  clearing  bis 
innocence,  it  will  be  impossible  for  him  to^pro* 
duoe:  he  assures  himself,  your  lordships  will 
have  a  due  regard  tq  the  wide  extent,  the  graaa 
leugtli  and  intricacy^  ofthe  negodations  wt 
he  was  engaged  by  his  late  sovereign's  < 
commands  ;  to  which  he  did  the  more  < 
fuUy  submi:,  being  joined  in  the  most 
dera'ble  parts  thereof  \\ith  a  revereqd  prelate^ 
whose  long  residence  abroad,  and  experieoca  m 
the  methods  of  treating  with  foreign  priaoea  and 
states,  had  abundantly  qualified  £m  for  tbe  dis- 
charge of  so  important  a  trust.  However  tba 
said  earl  on  his  part  may  in  any  respect,  hava 
beea  unequal  to  the  province  assigned  biai;  jei 
sure  he  is,  that  he  always  endeavoured  to  aoqwift 
himself  therein  with  the  utmost  integrity  ;  and 
cannot  but  express  a  just  detestation  of  the  aafaay. 
evil  intcntiyns  wherewith  he  is  loaded  by  the 
said  Articles  ,  and,  as  he  humbly  apprcbeads 
the  several  facts  mentioped  m  the  Articles  (if 
they  could  be  proved^  will  not  appear  rriminal 
abstracted  from  the  iU  motives  and  desi^w  frosa 
which  they  are  supposed  to  proceed ;  so,  be  is 
fully  persuaded,  your  lordships  will  distinguish 
between  the  actions  themselves  and  the  isitea- 
tioas  wherewith  they  are  charged  to  be  doae; 
and  he  assures  himself,  that  your  lordships  wiU 
judge  of  the  sincerity  of  his  intentioos  by  the 
tenor  of  all  his  k^ters  and  papers,  and  Dot  by 
any  particular  passages  selected  firam  tbero; 
and  is  secure  in  your  lordships  justice,  that  no 
strained  construction  of  any  sach  passages  will 
be  made  by  your  lordships  to  his  pr^udsca.  Be 
cannot' but  think  himself  extremely  unfortunate, 
in  fulling  under  the  displeasure  ofthe  baaoor- 
able  House  of  Cowmoas;  nor  could  he  reoetva  j 
the  firsi  intimation  of  it  without  the  greatest 
surpriie^  not  being  conseious  to.him>elf  that  he 
had  transgressed  any  kaown  law.  He  wasaot 
without  hopes,  haviog  spent  tne  bt:s.t  and  grea^ 
est  part  of  bis  life  abroad  in  tite  army  and 
in  several  embassies,  afways  endeavoMrinis  to 
promote  the  welfare  of  his  country,  that  be  niigbt 
at  liis  return  baVe  met  with  its  approbatioa,  as 
a  recompence  for  his  long  aiMl  faithful  seiwiees ; 
howevar,  hecorofortshimaclfwiiU  this-reicctiea 
that  every  step  of  his^proceedingB  ia  tba  lata 
ne^ciation  m9»  laidbefort  btr  mt^j^  aai 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIG 


MS]  VAXL  mSTOKY,  2  Gb«mb  L  it  l».r^ia<fJBgrt^l»ffW»!<Wii  's^Amrer.  I9f$ 


nemmAktr  rojFal appolNiikHi  t  nor  inUit»  h« 
cMceifea^  be  ju4iged  improper^  if  be  obienres  to 
TOOT  lordshipti  tbtt  tbeSlatet  GeoenU,  in  their 
iptter  10  ber  majeetj,  a  little  before  tbe  sigmiic 
tbc  ptaoe,  acknowledfed  tb«jf  oomUI  aot  enougb 
coamefid  ber  pleDipotcotiaries,  for  tbe  astif- 
ttoce  tbey  bad  gtvea  tbem  id  tbeir  treatjf  with 
Franee  ;  aod  tbat  all  the  AUies  gaTC  frequent 
marboftbeiretteem  ibr  the  said  earl  ami  his 
coUeegMe,  oo  accoftnt  of  tbe  mao^  gerricea  they 
btd  received  from  tbem.  The  said  earl  is  con- 
fident, it  will  appear  to  your  lordships,  that  al- 
tfaeogh  be  did,  with  tbe  utmost  application, 
ponoe  tbe  good  of  bis  own  country  preferably 
to  tbat«f  any  other  nation  whataoeiTcr,yet  be  was 
■erer  itaotiiig  to  promote  tbe  advantage  of  tbe 
AUies,  pafticolariy  of  the  States  Oeaer^  where 
it  did  not  ioteriere  with  tbe  intereet  of 
Great  Britais.  A  separate  treaty  of  peace 
was  so  far  from  bb  thoughts,  that,  on 
tbecoatrary,  he  was  truly  xcalous  W  make  it 
ftaeral ;  and  he  bad  the  happiness  to  tooceed 
ibeiein,io  as  %tml  a  degree  as  was  ever  known> 
vkaa  so  naany  confederates  were  concerned ; 
aorwastbeseid  earl  less  xealoos  in  supporting, 
lo  tbe  utmost  nf  bss  abilities,  the*  honour  and  re- 
putation of  bis  late  royal  mistiess,  which  was  so 
kr  horn  being  prostituted,  or  suflering  anv  di- 
snaatioR,  by  ius  aef^otialious^  tbat  her  majesty 
did  through  the  whole  ooufse  of  these  negotia- 
i)o&s,and  to  the  very  boar  cif-ber  death,  main- 
tain as  great  a^  glorious  a  character  as  any  of 
ht  mpii  predecessorsy  or  as  she  herself  had 
dsae  in  any  ferraer  part  of  bev  reign, 

^And  as  to  all  ether  matters  and  things  in 
the  laid  Articles  contained,  end  net  herein  be- 
fon  pvticolaply  answered;  tbe  said  earl  saitb, 
he  is  Not  Geilly  of  tbem,  or  any  ol  ibem,  in  tbe 
laaanerand  feraiasthesaroeare  cbaigMlupoii 
bias  ia  and  by  the  said  Articles;  add  humbly 
nbinitsbiflBsetfioyour  lordships  jodpnent. 

"  ^ftAFVOEA.'' 

The  ImDcaehidLordi  brought  to  tkeBar  if  the 
Htauc  tflArdi.l  January  19.  Tbe  order  of  the 
day  being  read,  tor  bnogieg  James  earl  of  Der- 
^twater,  WilUam  lord  Widdringtea,  \Vil- 
ham  ead  of  Nilfaisdale,  Oeorse  ear)  of  vhnton, 
Robert  earl  of  Camwatb,  William  viscount 
Kfiuaare,  and  Wlluam  lerdNah'b,  to  tbe  House 
of  L)fd»  in  order  to  tMeir  petting  in  their  seve* 
nil  Answers  to  the  Articles  of  Impeaclmieot  of 
H^  Treason,  exhibited  against  them  by  the 
Hotoe  of  Commons: 

TbkE^IOV   I)CEW«ITWATKa*S   AirswiR 

to  THE  AnriCLBs  of  iMeiMJUtEvr.]  The 
^eail  of  Dorwentwnteit  was  brought  up  to 
^  ber,  by  the  geatleaan  Usher  of  tW  Bbck 
ood^  where  he  kneeled  until  tbe  lord  chao- 
crllof  diteeted  him  tarise.  And  bis  lordship 
vifaainted  him  with  the  above  mentioned 
«der;  and  demanded  of  bim^  « If  he  was 
i«ady  topntin  his  Answer^  which  be  said, 
>eas.'  Andds^Bvennitbesametlbebar; 
MtssmAai^Miopvi 


"Th^  AJ^SWER  of  JAMES,  Earl  of  DEIU 
WKNTWATER,  to  tbe  Articles  of  Im- 
peachment  of  High  Tretison  exhibited 
against  him  by  the  honourable  tbe  Knighu^ 
Citizens,  and  Burgesses,,  of  Great  Britaiui 
in  Parliament  assembled* 

"  To  a  charge  of  so  high  and  beinousa  natun^ 
the  said  earl  cannot  answer  without  the  dsMSf^f 
est  concern  and  affliction;  which ,  beoomei 
more  weighty  from  the  share  the  honourable 
House  of  Commons  have  been  pleased  to  take 
in  tbe  accusatioor  He  assures  himself,  bow-t 
ever,  that  great  aisen^ily  doth  not  engage  in  the 
prosecution  of  an  offenoe,  so  open  to  conviction 
m  the  ordinary  course  of  law,  with  desiEn  to  in 
tercept  tbat  mercy,  which  the  ear|»  from  the 
reportof  his  majesty's  natural  goodness^  bad  resi* 
son  to  expea :  it  would  he  a  thought  unworthy 
any  member  of  that  angjAst  body,  to  imagine  he 
could  have  ^  least  desire  of  siiiUing  theMood 
of  eny  of  bis  feUow  sobjectsy  whom  his  miuesn 
ty'sfreat  wisdom  should  think  a  fit  ol^eot  i£ 
luB  mercy.  The  said  earL  therefere  hopes  tbalt 
bis  prosecution  is  taken  oot  of  tbe  conM^oia 
course  of  justice,  with  inteniions,  that  if,  hi  hie 
particular  case  there  bhalji  appear  any.  Giramaii 
stanoes.  inducing  favour  or  osmpasiien^  beth 
your  lordships  and  tbe  Commons  may  heietei^ 
cessors  with  his  m^esty  for  gnice  towards,  him; 
whereby  the  exercise  of  the  royal  mercy,  upois 
which  the  earl  depended  (which  amongst  all 
the  .virtues  of  theorown,  moot  endears,  a  nuK 
aaseb  to  the  love  and  affection  o£  his  people), 
may  be  eateoded  in  such  manneiv  aaniay  de-» 
moastrate  that  clemency  fer  which  bis  ini^esl^i 
is  so  greatly  senowned^  and  not  encourace  aojt 
tx>  ofiad  upon,  tbe  presumption  of  it  fer  tbo 
fbttire.  The  said  earl  acknowledges,  with  m 
real  sonow,  that,  at  she  time  in  ibeAriacfee 
mentioned^  be.was  in  aon^  and  witbotbevs  did 
march- threngbjaad  invade  several  pans,  of  thw 
kioedom.;  and  confesses  he  is  tberel^  V^^i 
of  Uie>  offence  wberesnth  he  is  charged  in  tbe» 
said) Articles.  But,  if  aoT/one  ofibooe  of  thab 
kind  was  ever  attended,  wslh  ciccumstancee 
which  might  move  compassion^  the  said.  ear& 
h^pes  he  asay  be  eaiitled  to  it;  He^hegs  Isavft 
to  inform  your  lordships,  thpit  his  temper  aad 
inclination  disposed  him  toiise  peaceably  undii 
his  majesty's  government,  and  be  never  had  tbe 
least  prejudice  on  malice  against  bis  nesson  ; 
not  ems  he  ever  berelofeie.  eoncemed  in,  ot 
^wrj  to,  any  design  er  contriianoe  to  subvert  - 
or  disturb  tbeesUbKsbed  goeeinmenV  ibelawe 
ot  religion  of  this,  bingdom  ;  and,  if  anvt  me^ 
thods  wave  taken  by  others  to  aooempUsh  any 
of  tboseeods,  be  was  absolutely  a  straneer  tcs 
them;  nor  did  be  aow  engage  in  tblanahappyk 
undescnkinf  upon  any  j)f««ioaa  oonoest  or  ooon. 
trivance  for  any  such  purpose;  but  being  young 
teid  Bnea|peiieDoed>  be  rasblv,  and  witbeut  any 
dehberalien,  enpgad  himself  to  nmet  as  Flaieea 
fiek^  in  Nertbembesleed^  en  aasntantfei  tbae 
mnnj  ef  hie  lelntiens  vA  aoyiaj^tenot  w^ 
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•pp«^  there.    Thai  bis  BiidarUkini  f»«i  sud- 
den, appears  that  be  engaged  io  it  without  anj 
previous  preparatibn  of  meD,  horses,  arms,  or 
other  warlike  accootrements.    And  as  the  said 
earl  cannot  be  jostljr  reproached  with  any  cruel, 
•eve're,  or  harsh  action,  dnripg  the  continuance 
in  arms  ;  so  he  took  the  first  opportunity  that 
offered  of  submitting  to  the  king's  mercy.  After 
the  sodden  skirmishes  at  Preston,  the  said  earl, 
with  others,  was  solicitous  to  prevent  any  fur- 
ther destruction  of  the  lives  of  his  majesty's 
■objects,  and  instrumental  to  induce  all  in  anqs 
to  submit  themselves  to  the  king,  provided  they 
might  be  secured  of  their  lives :  one  of  his  ma- 
jesty^s  officers,  sent  from  the  genera],  gave  them 
enoonragement  to  believe,  Uiatthe  surrender 
of  themselves  would  be  the  ready  way  to  obtain 
the  king's  mercy ;  in  confidence  whereof,  when 
a  cessation  was  agreed  on,  the  said  earl  oflered 
himself  to  become  one  of  the  hostafj^  for  the^i 
till  the  next  morning ;  in  which  time  he  re- 
ceived further  assurances    from  the   o$cers, 
^  That  the  kin|  was  a  prince  of  known  cle- 
mency ;  that  this  was  a  distinguishing  part  of 
bis  diaracter ;  and  that  the  free  surrender  to 
aiercjr  would  be  the  most  proper  means  to  ob- 
tain it.*^    The  said  earl  believes  his  majesty's 
officers  were  very  sensibly  and  will  bo  so  just 
as  to  acknowle<%e,  that  it  had  not  been  im- 
practicable for  many  of  those  at  Preston  to 
■lake  their  way  through  his  majesty's  forces  ; 
but  this  attempt  must  hive  oocasiooed  the  loss 
ofmanyhves,  and  might  been  prodnctivQ  of 
91  consequences  to  the  government,  which  the 
said  earl  was  desiroas  to  prevtot ;  and,  when . 
the  time  agreed  on  for  the  cessation  was  near 
expired,  and  general  Wills  seemed  oneasy  in 
not  having  received  any  message  from  those  in 
the  town,  the  said  .earl  writ  a  letter,  to  exhort 
them  to  surrender  to  the  king's  mercy  ;  and,  at 
She  same  time,  declared  to  the  said  general  and 
other  officers,  ^  That  whatever  happened,  he 
was  determined  to  continue  with  them,  and 
rely  entirely  on  his  majest/s  deinency,  and 
goodness,  which  he  had  encouragement  to  ex- 
pect.'^    And,  in  such  circumstances,  the  said 
earl  cannot  distrust  your  lordships  or  the  Com- 
mons^ readiness  to  use  their   mediation    lor 
mercy  on  his  behalf;  which  will  lay  him  under 
te  highest  obligations  of  doty  and  affection  to 
his  miyesty,  and  perpetual  gratitude  to  both 
Hooses  of  Parliament.     Dsrwbiitwatbr/' 


The  material  words  of  which  Answer  appear- 
ing not  to  be  stttBciently  express  ami  dear ; 
the  Lord  Chancellor  asked  the  said  eari»  <«  If 
he  oeaBt,  hv  the  said  Answer^  to  plead  Guilty 
to  die  said  Articles  of  Impeachment  T  He  says 
''Hedoesr  and  submits  to  the  king's  enercy; 
and  humbly  desires  their  lordships  intercession 
to  his  majoty  f  and  his  said  Answer  and  Plea 
is  recorded  acoordjngfy.    And  be  withdrew. 

LoED  WiddAihotoh^s  AyswBft.]  Then  the 
Lord  Widdrington  was  brought  to  tbe  bar ;  and, 
having  there  also  kneeled,*was  acquainted  by  the 
LordChancdlor  with  the«&iniiilAtioiMd  Ordei^ 


and  asked  the  same  question  as  the  earl  of  Der^ 
wentirater.  He  likewise  delivered  in  his  An- 
swer ;  which  was  read  as  foibws : 

The  ANSWER  of  WILLIAM  Lord  WID- 
DRINGTON,  to  the  Articles  of  Impeach- 
ment of  High  Treason  exhibited  against 
him,  by  the  Honourable  the  Knights,  Ci- 
tisens,  and  Bui^gesses,  of  Great  Britain,  in 
Parliament  assembled. 

**  It  is  with  inexpressible  concern  and  al^ 
ffiction  the  said  lord  appears  before  this  august 
assembly,  charged  with  crimes  of  tiML  most 
heinous  nature :  and  though  it  is  natoral  to 
mankind  to  endeavour  to  conceal  their  goilr, 
and  make  use  of  all  manner  of  defence,  espe- 
dally  in  the  case  of  life;  yet,  as  he  sarrendrnd 
himself  at  Preston,  entirely  relying  on  his  m»^ 
jesty^s  mercy  :  so  he  b  now  resolved  not  to  take 
any  measures  which  may  argue  tbe  least  dif- 
fidence of  diat  mercy,  or  of  your  lordships  good^ 
ness  ;  and  therefore,  the  said  lord  confesses,  he 
i^Guilty  of  the  Treason  wherewith  he  is  chained 
in  the  said  Artides.  And,  after  heving  thus 
fredy  acknowled|ed  his  ofience,  be  begs  leave 
to  lav  his  case  berore  yonr  lordships ;  and  humH 
biy  hopes,  when  the  particular  circumstances 
are  considered,  it  wiU  not  be  thought  to  merit 
the  most  rigorous  punishment ;  but  that  both] 
your  lordships  and  the  honourable  House  of 
Commons  wUl  look  noon  him  as  a  oroper  ob^ 
ject  of  his  majesty's  cleniency  :  Ana  he  hum- 
bly  hopes,  he  may  be  thought  the  less  nnworUiy 
of  favor,  in  that  he  never  befisre  offende^^  nor 
was  at  any  time  privy  to,  or  acquainted  with^ 
any  design,  or  contrivance,  to  destroy,  or  das- 
turb,  the  established  government,  the  lawsy  or 
relipon,  of  thnking4om :  hot  came  naiawares 
into  this  sodden  i(nd  UBpremeditated  action ; 
for,  althoogh  he  hath  met  with  public  riMaionr& 
and  reports  of  intended  invasions  from  abroad, 
and  insurrectiont  at  home  ;  yet  he  nev«  knew, 
or  any  other  way  heard,  of  any  formed  dengn 
a^ainsti  the  government,  till  he  was  told,  the 
night  before,  of  a  meeting  intended  at  PImoo- 
field,  in  Northomberland,  on  the  6th  of  October 
last ;  and  bein^  soon  after  informed,  that  al- 
most alt  his  neighbours  and  acquaintaaoo  hadj 
met  therein  arms,  he  took  a  hasty  and  incon* 
siderate  resolution  of  ioioing  them :  Nor  was 
be  in  any  sort  prepared  for  such  an  uudertaking, 
having  only  some  of  bis  own  family  with  hio^ 
no  armf  but  his  common  fowling  pieces  and 
wearing  swords,  and  fewer  horses  than  he  bad 
constantly  kept  for  several  years  before;  mod 
nothing- bot  the  report  of  so  m^ny  of  his  firiendsJ 
being  engaged  conld  have  horned  him  on  to  an 
enterprize,so  unaceountablvrash  and  u»justifi%H 
ble.  And  he  is  willinc  to  nope,  your  lordabipa 
will  esteem  it  sooie  alleviation  of  his  crisne, 
that,  in  a  oomnM>tion  of  that -nature,  there  "^vn^ 
so  little  violation  of  the  fights  and  properties  of] 
those  who  qipesedjthem  ;  for,  he  believes,  lew 
instances  can  bo  found,  where  sneh  n  multkoda^ 
contiooed  to  long  in  aaan 
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ireaf^r  acty  of  violence  and  injustice.     The 
said  lord  cannot  cbaiige  t^mself^with  any  in- 
jarioss  acts  to  the  property  of  his  fellow  sub- 
jectj,  and  endeavoored  to  prevent  them  in 
otben;  and  hopes  it  was  thence  owing,  in  some 
Beasure,  that  there  was  shown  all  along  greater 
Barks  of  moderation  and  humanity  Uian  is 
oomoioo  in  snch  a  warlike  and  hostile  proceed- 
ing.  The  suddenness  of  the  attack  at  Preston, 
vithoot  any  previous  summons,  admitted  no 
tioe  for  meditating  a  submission  before  the 
kssoftbat  blood  which  Vas  there  Unfortunately 
ifdlt ;  hot,  after  the  heat  and  surprize  of  the 
fint  action  was  over,  a  cessatiun  of  arms  was 
d^itd  I  and,  upon  the  mutual  messages  which 
tben  pasted,  the  oflker  sent  from  the  general 
fBoooraged  them  to  believe  the  surrendering 
tbemselres  would  be  the  ready  way  to  obtain 
tke  king's  mercy  ;  and  gave  them  repeated  as- 
soraaoes,  *  That  they  submitted  to  it  prince  of 
*  the  gmteat  clemency  in  the  world/     Upon 
tlteie  oc^pes  and  assnrances,  they  made  a  ge- 
neral surrender  of  themselves  to  the  king.  And 
tbe  said  lord  may  justly  uke  notice  to  vour 
lordships,  that,  as  he  was  the  last  who  took  up 
anns,  so  bt  was  the  first  who  procured  ameeting 
of  the  chief  persons  among  tnem  in  order  to  lav 
tkemdown  ;  and  cannot  doubt  but  your  lont 
ikips  and  the  honourable  House  of  Commous 
wiU  think  it  equitable  to  make  some  distinction 
between  an  obstinate  resbtance  and  an  early 
aad  humble  submisdon,  whereby  the  peace  and 
tiaoqeiUity  of  this  part  of  hb  miyesty's  domi- 
siomwas  entirely  restored.    Nature  most  have 
started  at  yielding  themselves  up  to  a  certain 
and  icAommions  death ;    when  it  must  be  ao- 
kiMmiMlged,  that  it  was  not  impracticable  for 
maxsf  oF  them  to  have  escaped  :    and  it  was 
powble  so  great  a  number,  grown  desperate, 
nigbt  have  obtained  farther  success,  and  there- 
by prevented  the  so  speedv  suppressing  that  in- 
sorrecdon  :  But  the  said  lord  and  the  rest  hav- 
ing, with  the  utmost  confidence,  relied  on  the 
assurances  of  his  majesty's  great  clemency,  and 
the  hopes  of  mercy  which  had  been  given  them 
from  the  officers  who  commanded  the  royal 
fimes ;  he  is  encouraged,  with  great  eajrnest- 
am,  to  implore  the  intercession  of  yonr  lord- 
ships and  the  honourable  House  of  Commons 
arith  bis  majesty,  for  that  mercy  on  whidi  they 
vhoMy  depencM  :   and  as  he  doth  not  know 
abere  mercy  was  refused  to  those  who  so  early 
and  with  so  much  resignation  submitted  to  it ; 
10,  he  hombly  hopes,  Tour  lordships  may  be  in^ 
dboed  to  think  that  the  exercise  of  this  divine 
mtae,  by  his  majesty,  towards  those  who  cast 
tbemsdiea  at  his  royal  feet  upon  the  sole  pros- 
|iect  and  espectation  of  it,  will  appear  no  less 
gbrioas  to  his  majesty,  and  pvove  no  less  ad- 
rantageooa  to  the  fotnre  quiet  sumI  tranquillity 
i^  hisgoveniment,  than  any  examples  of  jus- 
tice, ia  such  a  case,  can  be  Kkely  to  do  :   and 
^batfvcr  oasffks  of  eoodness  and  fiavor  bis  ma- 
iesty  shall  ▼oucfasafe.to  the  said  lord  will  not 
fi^to  engitte  him,  by  the  strongest  ^ies  of  gra- 
titude^ to  msmonstrate,  in  the  mture  course  of 
his  fill,  tht  most  orastaat  and  inyiolable  doty 


to  his  mi^ty,  and  the  most  real  esteem  and 
veneration  for  your  lordships  and  the  honoura- 
ble House  of  Commons.       Widdrikoton.'' 

And  the  said  lord  Widdrington  beioe  asked, 
•*  If  he  had  any  thing  further  to  say?"  He 
beped  '<  to  be  excused  all  hnperfections  in  his 
said  Answer  f  says,  <<  he  has  been  indisposed 
with  the  gout  in  his  stomach,  and  was  not  able 
to  employ  himself  in  preparing  his  Answer  till 
last  night,  and  filiished  it  but  this  morning;  and 
humbly  implores  their  lordships  intercession  to 
bis  majesty,  for  favour  and  mercv  ;*'  and  his 
Answer  and  Plea  is  recorded  accordingly.  And 
he  withdrew. 

^Thb  Eakl  of  Nit9I8I>alb*8  Ahswxb.] 
Then  the  earl  of  Nithisdale  was  brought  to  the 
Bar.  And  having  there  likewise  kneeled,  >aa 
acquainted  with  the  foremehtioned  Older,  and 
askl^d  the-  same  question  as  the  earl  of  Der- 
wentwater.  And  he  also  delivered  in  hit  An- 
which  was  read  as  fo^owi : 


The  ANSWER  of  WILLIAM  Earl  of  NI- 
THISDALE, to  the  Articles  of  Impeach- 
peachment  of  High  Treason,  exhibited 
against  him  by  the  honourable  the  Knights, 
Citizens,  and  Burgesses,  of  Great  Britain 
20  Parliament  assembled. 

^  It  is  with  the  utmost  confusion  the  said 
earl  appears  at  your  lordships  bar,  under  th« 
weight  of  an  Impeachment  by  the  Commons  of 
Great  Britain,  for  High  Treason.^  He  humbly 
begs  leave,  in  extenuation  of  his  crime,  to  as- 
sure your  lordships  that  he  was  always  a  zea- 
lous asserter  of  the  liberties  of  his  country,  and 
never  engaged  in  forming  or  carrvingon  any  de- 
sign to  subvert  the  ancient  established  govern- 
ment, and  the  good  laws  of  this  kingdom :  bul 
bein^  summoned  by  those  entrusted  with  the 
administration  of  the  government. in  Scotland, 
to  appear  at  Edinburgh  ;  and  being  assured,  if 
be  went  thither,  he  should  be  made  close  pri- 
soner ;  he  did  not  obey  the  summons  ;  but  in 
all  bumble  mannd',  applied  for  their  io* 
dnlgence,in  dispensing  with  his  being  committed 
to  gaol ;  offering  to  give  any  bail  for  his  P^Me- 
able  and  quiet  behaviour  s  which  being  refused  t 
and  being  at  that  time  in  so  ill  a  state  of  health, 
that  a  confinement  in  Edinburgh  castle  woohi 
have  endangered  his  life;  he  was  forced  to  ab« 
scond  and  keep  private,  till  several  of  the  per* 
sons  mentioned  in  the  said  Impeachment,  with 
many  others  of  his  neighbours,  appeared  in 
arms,  very  near  the  place  where  the  said  earl 
lay  concealed;  and  then  he  inconsiderately 
and  unfbrtunatdy  (with  four  of  his  domestics 
and  no  other  person  whatsoever)  joined  tbem^ 
and  proceeded  in  their  company  to  the  placea 
in  the  sftid  Articles  of  Impeachment  mentiobed; 
but  he  knew  nothmg  of  the  intended  insurrec- 
tion till  they  were  actually  in  arms.  The  said 
earl  is  deeply  sensible  of  his  great  ofence ;  and, 
not  affecting  delay,  nor  being  willing  to  give 
your  lordshipu^nhe  honotiraUc  Hdase  of  Com* 
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monu  any  umiecessary  trouble ;  he  idoes,  with  a 
Sdrrofw  eqoal  to  liis  crime,  confess  that  he  is 
Guilty  oFthe  Treason  in  the  said  Articles  of  Im- 
peachment contained  ;  anH  thr6ws  liitnself  at 
ik  majest/s  feet,  imploring  his  royal  mercy : 
Andy  to  incline  bis  majesty  thereto,  and  induce 
your  lordships  to  recommend  him  as  an  objecl 
thareof,  he  begs  leaTe  to  inform  your  lordships, 
that,  when  be  and  the  rest  that  were  with  him 
at  Preston  had  engaeed  in  a  battle,  a  cessation 
of  arms  bein^  agreed  to,  they  bad  intimations 
lirom  his  majesty's  officers,  *  That  if  they  sub- 
*  mitted.  they  might  eipect  the  king's  mercy  ;' 
and  history  aboundipg  with  instances  of  con* 
ditions,  stipulated  by  generals,  even  with  Vebels, 
and  af^Wards.  agratd  to  and  confirmed  by 
^r  soTereJKDs,  they  were  prevailed  on  by 
Mcb  ^anconra^einent,  together  with  the  consi* 
daratioa  of  his  majesty's  known  clemeocy,.to 
Borrendar  theaisehres  prisoners  ;  whereby  the 
lives  of  ,grcat  numbers  of  hit  majesty's  good 
Bubjects  were  saved,  which,  by  an  obstinate 
yesisunce*  would  inevitably  have  been  destroy- 
ed: And  therefore,  he  most  himbly  b^yoar 
lordships  will  bo  pleased  to  represent  his.  case 
to  his  majesty  in  tne  most  favourable  mauner ; 
not  doubting  but,  by  your  lordships  powerful 
intercession,  he  shall  ^nd,  that  as  he  perform- 
ed the  doty  of  a  good  Christian  in  ooncirt'ring, 
to  prevent  the  ef^fsion  of  blood,  so  he  acted 
]the  part  of  a  wise  man  in  relying  upon  a  inercy 
•oeitensive  as  that  of  his  majesty.  AnB  he 
presumes^  when  the  honourable  House  of  Com- 
mons are  apprised  of  the  nature  of  his  case, 
fhey  will  not  interpose,  to  prevent  him  from 
httiviag  a  share  in  the  benefit  of  that  mercy. 

NlTHISDALE," 

And  the  said  earl  of  Nithisdale  being  asked, 
V  If  he  had  any  thing  furtlter  to  say  T'  He 
aays,  "  He  has  nothina,  but  to  implore  the 
KiBg's  mercy."  And  us  Answer  and  Plea  is 
recorded  accordingly.    And  he  withdrew. 

7%e  Earl  qf  WinttmU  Petition,  for  other 
Countel;  andjttrther  time  allowed  him  to  an- 
iwer,]  Then  the  earl  of  Wiaton  was  brought  to 
the  bar.  And,  having  there  likewise  kneeled, 
was  acquainted  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  with  the 
Ibrememioned  Orders  and  asked  the  same  qnes* 
libn  as  die  earl  of  Defwentwater.  He  said, 
^'He  had  a  Petition  to  present  to  the  House; 
be  was  au  entire  stranger  to  the  nature  of  their 
^Drdships  proceedings :  and  desired  his  Petition 
lh%ht  be  read.*^  And  the  same  was  Tead,  as 
Iblfows : 

-^  To  the  right  honoorable  the  Xords  Spiritual 
and  Temporal  in  Parliament  assembled. 
The  hQmble  PsnTioy  of  Qboegs  Earl  of 

WiMTOUH  ; 

<<  HaAibly  Bfaeweth ; 
.  **  That,  on  Thurtday  last,  I  hating  applied 
%>  your  lordships,  Teprcaentbg  tmw  I  had 
icaused  i^plicatiDD  to  De.nade  to  two  lawyers, 
'to  act  as  counsel  for  roc,  in  thelmpeachment 
^Khibited%ffore  yowrtoriiliips  agaiatt  mefey 


t^  honoorable  House  6f  Commons;  «ad  tSiat 
they  both  declined  to  meddle,  for  reasons  then 
given ;  your  lordships  were  pleased  to  allow  me 
some  more  time  for  iiominating  of  coonsei  and 
solicitors,  and  this  day  for  giving  in  my  An« 
swers ;  bat,  by  reason  of  my  dose  confinement, 
and  that  your  lordships  orcMrfor  aHowingaoBv 
persons  to  have  access  to  me  expired  on  Friday 
las^  at  eleven  forenoon;  I  have  had  no  oppor* 
tnnity  of  namiQa  other  counsel  and  solicitors ; 
nor  can  I  have  the  assistance  of  any,  till  diey 
^  appointed  by  your  lordships,  and  tbej  al« 
lowed  access  to  me.— That  your  petitioner  bss 
several  specialities  and  matters  of  great  mo« 
ment,  which  he  conceives  necessary  to  be  a  part 
uf  his  Answers,  and  wliidi  cannot  be  drawn  into 
form  witboQt  the  assistance  of  his  coonsei  and 
soKcitOcB. — Forasmuch,  therefore,  as  this  affair 
is  to  me  of  the  preatest  importance;  may  it 
please  yoar  lordships,  to  assign  sir  Cooatandne 
Phipps  and  Mr.  Peer  Williams  to  be  coonsd, 
and  Charles  Menzies  and  Mr.  James  Lessfie  to 
be  my  solicitors,  and  to  order  that  they  may 
have  access  to  me  from  time  to  time,  doring 
my  trial;  as  also  that  your  lordships  woold  be 
pleased  to  allow  Mr.  George  Hereot,  a  minister 
of  the  church  of  England,  to  have  access  to  me 
from  time  to  time,  seeiag  I  am  confined  la  a 
room  alone.  And  your  petitioner  aluidl  ever 
pray,  &c*  WurrotnT." 

The  said  earl  of  Wintoan  was  direotcd  to 
withdraw.  And  being  withdrawn  aooordingly; 
The  Order  made  on  Thursday  last,  upon  his  Pe- 
tition, was  read :  as  also  the  several  orders  made 
on  Monday  last. 

Ordered,  That  the  counsel  meetioned  in  the 
said  Petition  be  assigned  him,  and  that  ettber 
of  the  said  solicitors  be  likewise  assigned ;  aad 
that  he  have  time  to  put  in  his  Answer  to  the 
said  Articles  till  Monday  next ;  and  that  the 
clergyman  mentioned  in  his  petition,  being  hit 
relation,  may  have  access  to  him,  provided  he 
will  stay  in  custody  with  him  during  his  coa-  ! 
finement. 

Then  he  was  a^n  called  in.  And  the  lord 
Chancellor  acquainted  him,  **  That  the  Hove 
had  considered  bis  Petition ;  aad  assigned  him 
the  counsel  he  desired,  and  would  assign  hiai 
either  of  the  two  solicitors  he  should  choose; 
and  that  the  clergyman  abovementioaed  might 
come  to  him,  upon  the  condition  before  ex* 
pressed." — ^Then  the  said  earl  of  Wiptooananv* 
mg  Mjr.  Menxies,  the  House  accordinclj  assign- 
ed him  for  his  solicitor ;  and  ordered  that  Die 
Sttid  couQsel  and  solicitor  may  have  ecoess  to 
him  from  time  to  time,  at  all  seasonable  bouo. 
And  he  withdrew. 

The  EtiTl  ofCammathpUadi  OtdHy.']  Then 
the  earl  of  Cafnwath  was  brongbt  to  the  bar. 
And,  having  there  likewise  kn^ed,  was  ac- 
qoainted  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  with  the  foft< 
mentioned  Order,  and  asked  the  same  qti^oti 
as  the  earl  of  Derwentwater<  He  says,  ^  He 
has  no  Answer  in  writing ;  but  desires  to  throw 
himself  on  the  kind's  mercy,  and  bimUy  ian 
piorei  tfatir  lordisbips  iBttrornkm  to  biawi' 
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jemj^  on  liis  btUf ;  »«4  HMures  the  House*  if 
dlw  saoie  were  gnuited,  be  shall  thiok  himself 
ebli|ed  to  live  under  the  fttrictest  ties  of  loj^ty 
te  hu  aajestj.  And  as  ta  the  said  Articles ; 
besaysy  be  is  Guilty  of  the  I^igb  Treason  con- 
taned  in  (be  eaid  Articles  of  Iinpeachmetit 
tg^inst  biin."  And  tbe  said  Plea  is  recorded 
•ccorrfingly.    And  he  withdrew.    ' 

VUeomii  Kenmure  pleads  Guilty,]  Then 
the  viscount  Kenmure  was  brought  to  tbe  bar. 
3nd,  having  there  kneeled  also,  was  acquainted 
by  t)ie  lord  Chancellor  with  the  fbrementioned 
^fder,  and  asked  the  same  question  as  the  earl 
of  Derwentwater.  He  says,  "  He  has  no  An- 
swer in  writing;  bot  is  Ouiltr  of  the  charee  of 
High  Treason  contained  in  the  Articles  of  Im- 
peachment against  him;  and  begs  tbe  House 
wrH  intercede  with  his  majeiity  for  mercy." 
And  bis  Pfeais  riecorded  accordingly.  And  be 
withdrew. 

Lord  Nairn  pleads  Gtutly,"]  Then  tbe  lord 
Nairn  was  brought  to  tbe  bar.  And,  having 
there  also  kneded,  was  acquainted  by  the  lord 
Chancellor  with  tbe  fbreroendoned  Order,  and 
asikcd  tbe  same  question  as  the  earl  of  Der- 
wentwater. He  says,  ''He  throws  hhnself 
ilpOD  tbe  ki^'e  mercy ;  and  begs  tbe  interces- 
noQ  of  ibis  House  to  bis  majesty.  And  as  to 
the  Articles  ef  Impeachment  exhibited  against 
■  hiip ;  be  says,  be  is  Guilt;f  of  the  High  Treason 
CMKaiBed  ia  the  saiid  AjMimJ*  And  hie  Plea 
is  recorded  aeooirdiqgly. 

Theo  be  delivered  in  a  Petition,  at  the  bar; 
tod  the  some  was  read,  as  follows : 

**  To  tbe  right  bonovrable  tbe  Lords-  fjMMltidl 
and  tempond  to  pai^ivmeiit  tisettbled, 
the  homble  Petition  of  WiiLrAif  Lord 

''Sbevelh, 
''That  jKHir  petitieAer  wm  educated,  and 
huh  i^waji  eontiBaed,  a  P^tettant,  aooord* 
iag  10  the  diseip^  of  tke  cbureb  of  Eaglaad ; 
sad  though,  fagr  reMon  of  some  nuslaken  prin- 
eipltt  be  uawarilj  imbibed  in  bis  tender  years, 
ht  did  aol  in  aU  respects  conform  te  the  late 
KevolotiDa,  lying  wader  the  leae  oeceeeity,  for 
dat  he  had  narned  ao  heiresf,  in  «bom  all  tbe 
right  ef  vour  pelitioQer's  eetate  is  ievested ;  and 
<^oagh  be  never  ifx>k  tbe  oaihe,  yet  be  always 
peaceably  submitted  to,  and  lived  quietly  under^ 
die  sovemment  as  by  Xsm  estaUtefaad^  until  ihe 
Weaktag  out  of  thk  vebeUion,  in  wbieh  your 
f^tilMner  was  inadvertently  iuvelved ;  but  not 
mietbe  told  Mar  and  bia  adberenu  bad  for 
•  coaaiderabk  tioie,  made  th«Diselvet  masters 
^P^  ani  Donkeld,  asd  llMpe^y  eerrounded 
jniar  pelitknMf^  vbeleeaiMf ,  ttidoame  toyour 
HMsei'abiBie  \i^  in  tbo  middle  be^weea 
Tieiii|incn_ 

^nom  petitioner  beartily  aepenif  of  tbie 
J^Mdeimking,  nd  sotoduily  dedaret,  be 
■ewaethiey  of  any  previoee  conmkatioDfl^  or 
«tnipbiiiiHiaie  ftaRooe  of  tb» PretcDdeny  '  " 
^  »ctaidb  4pp«MDdhm*  umi^  aof  ' 
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thingabout  crossing  ibe  Forth,  until  the  morning 
he  was  sent  over  under  MTt>toch*s  command ; 
and  then  was  so  far  from  approving  of  that  ex- 
pedition, that  though,  to  avoid  tlie  imputation 
of  cowardice,  lie  would  hazard  his  own  person 
therein;  your  petiTioner  ordered  back  all  his 
dependants,  and  was  only  attended  by  his  son 
and  four  serrants,  who  would  not  leave  him  in 
a  time  of  danger,  though  often  desired :  Nor 
was  youf  petitioner  privy  to  any  designs  of 
marching  into  England;  for,  having  been  bred 
a  seaman,  he  bad  no  pretensions  to  knewiedge 
in  tbe  land  service. 

'*  Your  petitioner,  being  now  sensible  of  his 
errors,  bath  pleaded  Guilty  to  the  Articles  of 
ImpeachmentofHiYjiTii^^w.i],,.  .iMMjit^i  ti^.i'.f^i 
him  by  the  honourable  House  of  Conimon*, 
and  thrown  himself  at  tils  majesty's  feet ;  Imm- 
bly  beseeching  your  luFdiliips^  in  commietrft^' 
tion  of  the  dcplonihle  circurastnucea  of  yaur 
petitioner  and  his'  iweke  children,  to  reconn 
mend  him  to  his  majesty  for  that  mercy,  which^ 
at  the  time  of  his  surr^^nder,  he  waa  made  to 
believe  he  might  reasonably  expect, 

"  This  will  lay  your  petiiiooef  and  his  poftte- 
nty  under  the  grentest  obligarions  of  duij  and 
gratitude  to  his  niiijesty,  ami  bind  tjiem  far 
ever  to  bless  your  lordships,  its  ihc  merciful  in- 
struments of  j^rocnrifig  stich  a  Eracioiis  <)eliver- 
ance.    ikud  your  pen u oner  &hall  ever  pray,  j^g. 

"  NAiftsra.**    , 

And  beiac  asked,  ^^  If  be  bad  any  thing  fuiv 
&er  to  say  r"  He  said,  '<  be  bad  not.'^  And 
withdrew. 

Then  the  House  was  informed,  '^  That  on 
(he  day  tbe  said  several  lords  wer»  bcoqgbt 
before  to  this  House,  no  withstanding  their 
lordships  order,  That  no  person  should  have 
admittance  to  them  without  the  special  leave 
of  the  House,  it  was  reported,  and  believed^, 
that,  oq  their  return  to.  the  Tower,  they  were 
allowed  to  dine  at  a  tavern,  and  suffered  to 
continue  there  for  sOme  time.*^ 

Tbereupoe  the  Lieutenant  of  the  Toaer  was 
called  in»  and  examined  touching  tbe  same  i 
and  acknowledged,  <*  That  tbe  said  lords,  cooi^ 
plaining  they  were  faint,  at  the'ur  request,  were 
permitted  to  go  into  tbe  Fountain  tavern  ift 
tbe  Strand,  and  stayed  about  half  an  hour,  dur- 
ing which  time  they  were  strictly  guarded.^ 
And  then  he  withdrew. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  several  lords  be  car- 
ried directly  to  tbe  Tower  when  they  go  fcpm 
hence ;  and  if  they  desire  any  refreshment  tbej 
take  it  here.  And  tbe  said  Lieutenant  was 
called  ins  «od  acquainted  with  tbe^said  Orde»» 

Then  a  message  was  sent  to  the  Houae  of 
Commons  1i>y  Mr.  Holford  and  Mr.  Lovibond : 
To  acquaint  them,  tW  James  earl  of  Derr 
wentwater,  William  lord  Widdrincton,  Wil* 
liam  eari  of  Nitbisdale,  Robert  earl  of  Cam- 
m^  William  Tisconnt  Kenmure,  and  William 
lord  NaiiTie,  have  sererallygpleaded  Guilty,  al 
tk#  bar  pf  tbie  House,  to  tbe  Articles  of  Im* 
p«acbaent  of  Kigb  Tieasoa  exhibited  againejt 
thtmboplbeCwMMaH  vUdi  |taft  tkiftSoiaii 
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liath  recorded:  And,  upon  the  petition  of 
George,  earl  of  Winton,  their  lordships  haTe 
allowed  him  time  till  Monday  next^  to  pat  in' 
his  answer  to  the  said  Articles. 

The  Impeached  Lords  sent  back  to  the  Tower.] 
Ordered,  That  the  several  lords  impeached  be 
conveyed  back  to  his  majesty's  Tower  of  Lon- 
don, by  tho' Lieutenant  thereof,  to  be  there 
kept  in  safe  custody ;.  And  that  the  said  Lieu- 
tenant do  bring  George  earl  of  Wioton  to  this 
Hou^e,  on  Monday  next,  at  IS  o'clock,  in  order 
to  his  putting  in  his  Answer  to  the  Articles  of 
Impeachment  of  High  Treason,  exhibited  against 
him  by  the  House  of  Commons. 

Debate  on  a  Clause  proposed  to  be  added  to 
the  Bill  for  suspending  the  Habeas  Corpus 
Act.l  January  SI.  The  Lords,  in  a  committee 
of  the  whole  House,  took  into  consideration 
the  Bill  from  the  Commons  *'  For  continuing 
the  Act  to  impower  his  M^esty.  to  secure  aod 
detain  suspected  persons,  Sec.*'  and  lord  Har- 
court  proposed  a  clause,  ''For  assigning  the 
reason  of  the  commitment ;  and  for  punishing 
Informers  in  case  they  accuse  innocent  per- 
Bons ;  as  also  for  excepting  Peers  out  of  this 
Act."  He  was  backed  by  lord  Trevor,  the  duke 
of  Buckinghauif  and  the  earl  of,  Abingdon^ 
l>ut  the  question  being  pdt  thereupon,  it  was 
carried  in  the  negative  by .  64  voices  against 
14 :  afler  which  the  Bill  was  read  the  third 
tkne^  and  passed  without  amendment. 

Protest  on  rejecting  the  said  Clause.l    Here- 
upon the  following  Protest  was  entered : 
"  Dissentient' 

"  1.  Bocause  some  provisions,  which,  in  for- 
mer bills  of  this  nature,  were  thought  ne- 
cessary 10  prevent  unjust  imprisonment,  are 
omitted  in  this. 

**  3.  Because    the    manner   of    continuing 
the   suspension,  by   reference  only,   deprived 
this  Huuse  of  the  opportunity  freely  to  debate 
.  the  s«  veral  pnrts  of  tne  act  so  continued. 

**  3.  BecftUbe  by  this  bill  the  liberty  of  the 
subject  is  in  greater  danger,  than  if  the  act 
suspenHed  were  totally  r  peided. 

"  4.  B'^ause  no  p^^vi^i(»^)  is  made  in  this  act 
for  restraining  the  extravagant  execnrion  of  the 
power  tiven  to  ministers,  who  are,  like  other 
men,  suhject  to  passiun  and  revettge,  at  whose 
•will  and  pk".\surc  tl»e  most  dutiful  and  loyal  sub^ 
jects  mny  be  deprived  of  their  liherty,  and  all 
coDversaiioii  triili  their" hest  friends  and  dearest 
telations ;  which  may  tend  to  alienate  from  his 
majesty  their  affections,  the  best  security 
,  against  invasions  from  abroad  or  rebellion  at 
borne. 

"  5.  Because,  though  it  may  be  necessary,  in 
this  time  of  danger,  to  contmue  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  said  act,  with  proper  provisions, 
yet  not  for  so  lon^  a  time  as  is  propoied  by 
this  bill,  while  the  parliament  is  like  to  con- 
tinue sitting. 

"   "  6.  Because  the  antient  rights  and^privileges 
6f  parliainent,  particularly  for  preventing  the 
iopritoameRtof  mMabertof  both  Uonfies^  u^ 
9  — 


not  by  this  act  tnfflck^Iy  provided  for,  whM^ 
may  intimidate  the  memlMnv  from  using  free- 
dom of  speech  in  parliament,  so  necessary  for 
advising  his  majesty  and  for  restraining  tba 
exorbitant  pow^r  of  evil  ministers. 

"  Abixgdov.*' 

Debate  in  the  Commons  concerning  the  Bill 
for  suspending  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act]  The 
said  Bill  had  been  strenuously  opposed  in  the 
Commons ; 

Mr.  Shippen  made  a  speech  against  it,  ia 
which  he  insisted,  <<  That  it  invaded  the  most 
valuable /right  of  English  subjects^  encoaraged 
malicious  infonnatioos,  aod  gave  a  handle  to 
those  in  power  to  oppress  innocent  persons; 
he  therefore  moved  to  have  a  clause  inserted 
in  it,  to  prevent  illegal  imprisonments,  aod 
for  the  better  securing  the  liberty  of  the  sub- 
ject in  cases  not  withm  the  purport  of  the  said 
act."    He  was  answered  by 

Mr.  Secretary  Stanhope,  who  endeavoured  to 
shew  the  necessity  of  the  said  act,  at  a  time  of 
open  rebellion;  and  appealed  to  ^be  whole 
House,  whether  the  Wing  or  his  ministers  had 
made  an  ill  or  a  wanton  use  of  the  power 
with  which  the  parliament  had  thought  fit  to 
intrust  his  majesty. — And  the  quesuon  being 
put  upon  Mr.  Shippen's  motion,  it  (passed  in 
the  negative. 

The  Kinf^s  Speech  relating  to  the  Preiemkr^e 
heading  the  Rebellion  in  Scotland.]  The  King 
having  given  the  roval  assent  to  the  said  Bill, 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  by  his  mc\)esty's  com^ 
mand,  read  the .  following  Speech  to  both 
Houses: 

**  Mr  Lords  and  Gentlemen ; 

**  I  had  reason  to  believe,  when  I  spoke  last 
to  you,  that  the  Pretender  was  landed  in  Scot- 
land ;  the  accounts  I  Imve  recei^'ed  since  do 
put  it  beyond  all  doubt,  that  lie  is  bfuding  the 
rebellion  there,  and  does  assume  tbe  stile  and 
title  of  king  of  these  realms ;  his  adherents  <k 
likewise  confidently  aAirni,  that  assuraocee  ai^ 
given  ahem  of  support  from  abroad.  This  par^ 
liament  hath,  on  all  oceosions,  expressed  SQ 
much  duty  to  me,  and  so  true  a  regard  for  cbd 
religious  and  civil  rights  of  my  peo^,  that  ] 
am  pf  rsuA'tcd  tliis  daring  presumption  of  oui 
enemifs  will  heighten  your  jost  indignation 
against  them,  and  beget  such  farther  resolit^ 
tions  as,  with  the  blesf^ing  of  God,  will  enabl^ 
me  to  defeat  their  attempts. 

''Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons  ; 

^  The  most  eflfectual  way  to  put  a  speedi 
end  to  these  troubles  will  be  to  make  suoh  a  pn3 
vision  as  may  discourageany  foreign  power>m>M 
assisting  the  rebels ;  I  do  th^efore  hope,'ibiu 
evety  sincere  Prote^ant  and  true  Briioir.wij 
look  upon  the  extraordinary  expence,  which  i 
timely  preparation  may  require,  to  be  the  be^ 
husbandry,  since  it  iinll,  in  all  human  probai 
briitv,  prevent  that  desolatbn  and  thcwe  em 
lamiiiesy  which  would  unavoidably  ensoe,  if  tJth 
Teheitioii  should  be  soffered  to  spread^  «id  b^ 
«iipported  by  Popish  forces  from  dmuid. 
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«  Itfj  Lords  and  Geotltroeo; 
•'llie  world  must  be  conviaced^  by  all  you 
naTe  already  done,  that  you  have  nothing  but 
the  boooar  and  interest  of  your  couniry  of 
heart;  aod  for  my  own  parti  reJy  entirely  upoa 
w,  and  doubt  not  but  you  will  t^ke  such  reso- 
lotions  at  thb  juncture,  as  will  be  most  for  the 
prewAt  safety,  and  future  ease  of  nay  people." 

Tke  Lords'  Address  Iheredn,]  The  King  being 
retired,  the  Lords  ordered.  That  an  humble 
Address  be  presented  to  bis  majesty,  on  this 
occasion  ;  and  a  committee  being  appointed, 
tiie  Address  was  the  same  day  reported,  read, 
■od  aereed  to ;  and,  on  the  SSd  the  House 
waked  on  his  majesty  with  the  said  Address^  as 

•*  Most  Graeinus  Sovereign ; 
« W«  yonV  majesty's  most  datiful  and 
J^  subjects  the  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal 
m  padiament  assembled,  beg  leavie  to  assure 
TOOT  mnjesty,  that  the  landing  of  the  Pretender 
m  this  kingdom,  hath  increased  our  indignation 
>gaisst  hhoQ  and  his  adherents;  and  that  we 
are  fWlj  convinced  that  it  is  not  only  requisite 
for  the  security,  but  also  for  the  future  ease  and 
mterest  of  your  majesty's  subjects,  to  exert 
Ibemselves  on  this  occasion  in  a  more  than 
crdinary  nianner,  to  pot  a  speedy  end  to  these 
^esoit  disorders,  and  to  prevent  those  ca- 
Aasides  which  must  attend  a  lingering  rebellion 
vitfato  the  kingdom,  and  to  discourage  its  being 
Mpported  by  any  assistance  from  abroad  :  and 
iMC  we  will,  to  the  utmost  of  our  power,  assist 
jfmr  majes^,  not  only  in  subduing  the  present 
wWBon,  bat  in  destroying  the  seeds  and 
•wnet  of  k,  that  the  like  disturbance  may 
neveriise  again  to  impair  the  blessings  of  your 
sa^f3Teiffi» 

^  ^Ki»^s  Answer.]    To  this  his  majesty 

vaturoed  the  following  Answer : 

«  My  Lords; 

"  TUi  Address  is  a  fresh  instance  of  your 

*^and   afbetion   to    my  pecsou  and  go- 

WMtai^aod  of  tour  just  and  tender  concern 

far  the  aa^Blj  of  my  pe<^.     The    vigour 

yon  cxf^ass  on  this  occasiori 


[2T» 


«,  i  Jbopc,  contribute  very  msch  to  the  put- 
fm  «  ■pMdj  and  effectual  end  to  thb  re- 


Tks  Common^  Address,]    January  24.    The 
^UBons  presented  an  Address  to  the  king  as 

"  Most  Gracious  Sovereign ; 
"We  yoar  m^esty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
a^Oi^  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in 
fmaent  assembled,  do,  with  all. humility, 
l(m  our  unfeii^oed  thanks  for  your  majesty's 
Mgiadaos  speech  from  the  throne^  and  for 

C^eat,  goodness  in  comaunicating  to  us 
important  advices  which  so  higblv  con- 
^At  Jmmediate  safety  of  your  kin^^doms. 
^Wie  can  never  sumdently  express  our 
Mid  sense  of  your  iniyesty»s  constant  care 
WejMone^ibr  your  people  on  every  occa- 
••^  Ace  jj?Mf  ac^asioft  to  the  throiie  of  your 


ancestors;  but  it  is  with  the  utmost  satisac* 
tion  of  heart,  that  we  now  experience  the 
happy  effects  of  that  just  confidence  which 
your  loyal  and  affecfiohate  Commons  havs 
already  reposed  in  your  great  wisdom,  for 
luakiog  such  aufcmentation  of  troops  as  your 
majesiy  shuuhl  find  necessary  for  our  common 
safety :  and  though  the  growth  of  the  rebellion 
has  already  necesMtated  an  increase  of  forces  ; 
yet  we  must  ever  acknowledge  your  wise  and' 
lender  concern  for  your  people,  in  having 
made  provision  for  our  defence  in  such  a 
manner  at  this  time  of  common  danger,  as 
mast  convince  the  world,  that  it  is  with  the 
utmost  reluctancy  to  your  majesty,  that  any 
farther  burthens  are  brought  on  your  subjects; 
and  that  your  majesty  has  nothing  at  heart, 
but  the  security  and  welfare  of  our  people. 

^*  Your  dutiful  Commons  do  likewi&e  ac- 
knowledge, with  the  highest  eratitude  to  your 
majesty,  that  by  the  prudent  disposition  of  your 
forces,  not  only  the  designs  of  our  enemies  to 
have^raised  insurrections  in  many  parts  of  the 
kmgdom  have  been  entirely  frustrated,  and  the 
peace  and  tranquillity  ofihese  nations  thereby 
m  a  great  measure,  preserVcd  ;  but  to  that  we 
owe,  under  God,  those  signal  successes  which 
have  checked  theprogress  of  the  Rebellion,  and 
which  have  ^ven  us,  your   faithful  Commons, 
so  early  and  just  an  occasion  to  exert  ourselves 
in  the  most  vigorous  and  effectual  manner,  for 
bringing  some  of  the  chief  actors  to  condiga 
punishment.     We  are  astonished  at  the  daring 
presumption  of  the  Pretender  and  his  adherents, 
and  do  most  sincerely  and  heartily  assure  your 
majesty,  tjiat  our  indignation  is  hereby  height- 
ened agamst  them  ;  and  that  we  cannot  so  far 
forget  our  duty  and  affection  to  your  majesty, 
and  our  concern  for  our  religion  and  liberties, 
as  not  to   take  at  this  critical  juncture,  such 
farther  resolutions,  as  will  enable  your  majesty, 
with  the  blei»iingof  God,  to  defeat  their  de- 
signs.   Your  faithful  Commons  being  therefore 
firmly  and   unalterably  resolved  to  spare  no 
expeiice,    and  to  decline  no  hazard   for   the 
support  of  your  majesty's  title  and  government, 
whereon  all  that  is  dear  and  valuable  to  uf 
and  our  posterities,  under  God,  entirely  de- 
pends ;  and  being  most  earnestly  desirous  to 
give  ail  imaginable  proofs  of  our  constant  and 
unshaken  zeal  and  affection  fyr  your  sacrmi 
person,  and    being  thoroughly  convinced  that 
we  cannot  more  effectually  consult  our  own 
security,  than  by  testifying  our  entire  coni- 
dence  m  your  majesty's  known  justice,  wisdom , 
and  goodness,  do  most  huinhiy  beseech  your 
niajesty,  that  you  will  be  graciously  pleased  to 
give  directions,  from  time  to  time,  for  such 
farther  augmentation  of  troops  as  the  exigency 
of  affairs  shall  render  necessary. 

"  And  we  farther  assure  your  majestv,  that 
we  will  grant  such  supplies  as  shall  be  suflBcient 
not  only  to  maintain  such  additional  forces^ 
and  to  defeat  all  attempts  of  your  enemies, 
both  at  home  and  abroad,  and  to  prevent  ' 
those  calamities  \thich  must  ensue,  if  this  u»* 
natural  RebeUion  be  so&red  to  spread ;  b«c 
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also  to  enable  your  roajeatyy  with  the  blestiog 
of  God,  effectuallj  to  shew  your  resentment 
gainst  any  foreign  power,  that  shall  presume 
directly  or  indirectly,  to  abet  or  support  the 
Pretender  or  his  adherentt.    i 

The  King's  Answer.]    To  this  Address  the 
King  answered : 
*'  Gentlemen  : 

*'  I  thank  you  heartily  for  this  Address.  Ifany 
thing  could  add  to  the  good  opinion  this  House 
of  (Jommons  Reserves  from  me,  it  would  be 
the  zeal  and  unanimity  you  have  shewn  upon 
this  occasioD.  You  may  depend  upon  my  con- 
tinuing always  as  I  have  hitherto  donie^  to 
make  use  of  the  cooBdence  and  powers  you 
put  in  me  only  for  restoring  and  securing  the 
peace  and  quiet  of  my  people.^ 

Judgment  demanded  against  the  Rebel  Lords.] 
Jan.  23.  The  House  of  Lords  being  informed, 
That  the  Commons,  with  their  Speaker,  were 
at  the  door ;  They  were  called  in  ;  and  Mr. 
Speaker  said, 

<*  My  Lords:  By  command  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  I  do,  in  the  name  of  themselves  and 
cif  all  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  demand 
judgment  against  James  earl  of  Oerwentwater, 
WiUiam  lord  WiddringtoD,  William  earl  of 
Nilhisdale,  Robert  earl  of  Carnwath,  Wil- 
liam viscount  Kenmure,  and  William  lord 
Nairn,  in^peached  by  the  Commons  of  Iligl^ 
Treason,  of  which  they  have  confessed  them- 
selves Guilty.^    And  then  they  withdrew. 

Orderjed,  that,  to  morrow  morning,  this 
House  shall  be  put  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House,  to  consider  of  the  forms  and  me- 
thods of  proceeding  to  judgment,  in  a  case  of 
sttch  nature  as  that  of  the  six  lords  who  have 
pleaded  Guilty  to  the  Impeachment  of  the 
House  of  Commons  ,  and  that  the  Judges  do 
then  attend. 

TnEEARLOP  Wintoun's  Answer  to  the 
Articles  of  Impeachment.!  The  Earl  of 
\Vintoun  delivered  in,  at  tbelar,  his  Answer 
in  writing.    Which  was  read  as  follows ; 

««The  ANSWER  of  GEORGE  Earl  of 
WINTOUN,  to  the  Articles  of  Impeach- 
ment exhibited  against  him  by  the  honour- 
able House  of  Commons,  for  High  Trea- 
son and  other  High  Crimes  and  Misde* 
meanors. 

^  The  said  earl,  saving  to  himself  all  benefit 
of  exception  to  the  incertainties  and  insuffi- 
ciencies in  the  said  Articles  of  Impeachment 
contained,  and  also  all  advautajges  and  privi- 
le^  belonging  to  liim  as  a  peer  of  Great  Bri- 
tam,  for  answer  to  the  said  Articles,  says,  that 
be  cannot  but  esteem  it  the  greatest  addition 
10  his  afflictions,  to  fall  under  the  displeasure 
of  the  honourable  House  of  Commons  t  yet,  as 
bis  innocence  under  these  misfortunes  is  his 
.  support,  so  he  hopes  it  will  be  his  security. 
He,  being  taken  with  persons  that  were  in 
arms  against  thegOT^nment,  might  reasonably 
be  l^reAomtd  to  b^  equally  goiky,  and  %o  be 


justly  joined  with  tbera  in  tlie  flame  Impeach- 
n^nt ;  but  when  it  shall  appear  how  much  the 
circumstances  of  his  case  differ  from  others,  he  . 
does  not  doubt  but  your  lordships  great  justice 
will  distinguish    bira  in  judgment :  and  (hat 
it  will  be  as  plenstng  to  that  honourable  body 
who  are  his  accusers,  to  have  an  -inaooent  man 
acquitted,  as  one   that  is- guilty  condenocdr 
He  bess  leave  to  take  notice,  that  he  ia  des- 
cended   from  a  very  ancient,  noble  fiUnily,  io 
whose  blood  the  streams  of  loyalty  were  always 
pure,  never  corrupted  or  polluted  with  treason 
OS  sedition :  and  he  never  degenerated  somoch 
from  his  loyal  ancestors,  as  to  form  or  carry 
on  any  design  to  subvert  or  alter  the  constitutkui 
of  these  kingdoms ;  but,  for  4he  preservatioo 
of  i^  was  upon»all  occasions  ready  to  sactifice 
his  fortune,  and  even  bis  life.    He  was  so  can- 
tiooB  to  avoid  giving  occasion  to  be  suspected 
by  the  government,  that  about  eight  years  ago 
upon  h^  return  from  bis  travels,  he  withdrew 
from  all  conversation,  and  confined  himself  to 
his  hpose ;  never  corre^nded  by  tetter  with 
any  person  whatsoever  :  Yet,  to  his  great  nil- 
fortune,  he  could  not  be  quiet  or  safe  in  l» 
closet  retirement :  for  many  persons,  both  pf" 
ficers  and  others  of  the  militia  of  th«  shire  of 
Lothian,  under,  the  specious  pretence  of  serving 
the  government,  but  in  reality  actuated  by 
private  pique  and  revenge, ,  several  tinaes,  coo- 
trary  to  law,  forcibly  entered  by  nii^tinto  his* 
dwelling-house  called  Seaton  Palaee,  rifled  it, 
turned  his  servants  out  of  doors^  and  carried 
away  the  provisions  of  his  family  :  The  bumI 
slu:red  places  did  not  escape  their  fury  and  re- 
s^tment ;  they  broke  into  bu  chapel,  defoosd 
the  monuments  of  his  ancestors^  took  up  the 
stones  of  their  sepulchres,  thrust  iroaa  throng 
their  bodies,  and  treated  them  in  a  most  bar- 
barous, inhuman,  and  ^nchristianlike  manner 
cannon^nd  mortars  were  bronght  to  demoliili 
his  house ;    and  several  trodps  of   dramas 
having  got  the  possession  thereof  sooae  of  dim 
kept  guMrd  there ;  and  when  the)f  left  -it,  miiiy 
of  the  milida    entered,  and  kept  possMwiun 
thereof  till  thev  were  driven  fromtlieDce  by  te 
Highlanders ;  by  whom  be  was^  tikewise'vefy 
ill  treated,  he  being  the  only  person  titait  was 
plundered  «y  them.    By  these  and  mMiy«ther 
severities,  the  said  earl  was  forced  to  lemn^  bb 
house,  and  seek  for  shelter  «mong*hi»  tcnantt 
and  neighbours,  where  be  was  pursued  firon 
house  to  house:  and  at  last  very  unfortunately 
driven  into  the  company  of  some  of  tbe  gentle- 
men named  in  the  Impeachment.     il«*  pre- 
sumes to  affirm  to  your  lordships,  tbat  be  did 
not  join  them  with  a  traiterous  or  cebeOiow 
design ;  but  only  with  an  intention  to  preserve 
himself  from  Wing  insulted  and  assasemated ; 
for  he  had  beeh  once  before  taken  iip  witboat 
'any  warrant  or  anthority,  and  having  got  Bnm 
the  persons  in  whose  custody  he  was,  tbey 
threatened,  if  thev  could  tetakebim,  tommder 
him  :  and  bad  bemre  imbrued  tlwir  hmni^  in 
the  blood  of  the  son  of  a  nei^ibonriag  fjentle- 
man.    He  never  intended  to  have  left 'fats  own 
oountry;  and  wbea  some  genttoacn  ■aoptiafctd 
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which  they  were  all  broaj^bt  to^he  bar  of  the 
court,  erected  in  V'estnvmster^haM,  and  Imd 
sentence,  as  in  case  ofhightt^ason,  pronoonced 
against  them  by  the  lord  cbanoeljor  Cawper, 
lord  biffh  steward  on  that  occasion.  Great 
8olicit«:tionstrere  made  with  the  ei^urt  and  with 
the  members  of  both  houses  of  parliament, 
in  their  behalf,  particularly  in  favouY  of  the 
carl  of  Derwentwater.  On  the  ISth  of  Fe- 
bruary, the  cotmtess  of  Nitbbdale  and  the  lord 
Nairn's  lady,  watching  an  opportunity  whea 
the  king  went  through  the  apartments  of  the 
palace,  at  St.  James's,  behind  a  window  curtain, 
without  bein^  presented  by  the  lord  of  the 
bed  chamber  m  waiting,  as  usual,  on  a  sudden 
threw  themselves  at  the  king's  feet,  beggine 
mercj  for  their  husbands.  This  abrupt  and 
irregular  application  could  not  but  surpnze  the 
king,  and  those  aBout  him,  and  therefore  proved 
as  ineffectual  as  those,  which  had  be^  made 
in  a  more  becoming  and  artfvl  manner.  For 
a  few  days  after  k  resolution  was  taken  ia 
council,  to  cause  the  sentence  passed  on  these 
lords  to  be  executed  ;  for  which  purpose  the 
necessary  warrants  and  orders  were,  on  the 
18thofrebruary,sent,  both  to  the  lieutenant 
of  the  Tower,  and  to  the  sherifis  of  the  city  of 
London  and  Middlesex.  The  next  momin|^ 
the  countess  of  Derwentwater,  attended  by 
her  sister,  and  accompanied  by  the  dutchesses 
of  Cleveland  and  Bohon,  and  •ereral  other 
ladies  of  the  first  rank,  was,  by  the  dukes  of 
Richmond  and  St.  Albans,  introduced  into  tbe 
king's  bed-chamber,  where  she  humbly  im- 
plored his  clemency  for  her  unfertunate  con- 
sort :  and  then  wfthdrew. 

^  It  is  very  probable,  the  countess  of  Der- 
wentwater received  no  favourable  answer  from 
the  court ;  for,  on  the  31st  of  Febraary,  she^ 
with  the  ladies  of  some  other  condenSned  lords, 
and  about  30  more  of  distinction,  went  to  the 
lobby  of  the  House  of  Peers  to  beg  their  in- 
tercession :  but  the  Lords  did  not  then  think 
fit  to  take  notice  of  their  petitions.  The 
next  morning,  the  ladi^  in  distress,  with  a  stifl 
greater  attendance  than  the  day  before,  weut 
to  Westminster  to  petition  both  Houses  of  Par- 
liament, where  by  this  time,  not  a  ttw  mem- 
bers appeared  inchned  to  mercy.  .Sir  Richard 
Steele,  among  the  rest,  offered  one  ef  these  pe- 
titions, and  made  a  long  speech  on  that  sub- 
ject, and  was  seconded  bv  Mr.  f  arrer,  Mr. 
Bhippen,  and  some  others ;  out  ihey  were  op- 
posed by  all  the  leading  members  of  tbe  pre- 
vailing side  ;  and,  thou^  a  great  many  whp 
used  to  vote  with  them,  went  over  on  this  oc- 
casion to  the  other  party,  yet  a  motion  being 
made,  and  tbe  question  put  for  adjourning  to 
the  1st  of  March,  the  adjournment  was  car-i. 
ried  .by  amojorit?  of  seven  voices  only,  163 
tolSS. 

*'  The  ladies  of  tiie  cosdenraed  lords  were 
more  successful  with  the  Peers  than  with  the 
Commons.  The  duke  of  Richmond,  a  near  re- 
lation of  the  earl  of  Derwentwater,  and.  one  of 
dbe  lords  allowed  by  the  House  to  assist  him, 
could  not  refuse  pr^otiog  a  petitios  in  his 
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comioimtD  England,  he  opposed  it.  He  was 
iar  &oai  assisting  or  encouraging  them  in  their 
seaeti,  nor  informed  of  their  designs  ;  and 
was  so  much  a  stranger  to  their  proceedings, 
tbtt,  when  they  marched  towards  Northum- 
beritod,  be  was  told,  *  They  were  going  alouK 
'the  skirts  of  the  hills  in  Scotland,  to  avoid 
'  g^aeral  Carpenter ;'  but  afterwards  discovered 
llK^wera  in  England,  when  it  was  too  late; 
and  to  return  alone  into  Scotland  was  too  ha- 
zirdoQt ;  which  he  did  not  attempt,  because 
be  had  reasqn  to  belicTe  they  would  soon  go 
backtoScodand. 

"  Aitboogh  he  was  constrained  to  keep  the 

Qtber  lords  and  gentlemen   company,  yet  he 

Mw  joined  with  them  in  any  act  of  hostility, 

nviaiisted  in  takmg  any  of  the  public  money, 

or  io  seiung  any  guns  or  warlike  instruments, 

creosalenanoed  or  abetted  them  therein.    He 

<iid  not,  at  Preston  or  elsewhere,  fire  a  pistol, 

oSer  riolence  to  any  person  whatsoever,  or  in 

iij  other  manner  fight  against  or  resist  his  ma- 

jesij's forces;  but  with  the  rest  surrendered 

luaielf  to  general  Wills.    The  honour  of   a 

peer  is  more  valuable   than  life  itself ;  and 

therefore  be  ought  to  be  so  much' the  more 

cuUoQs  that  it  be  not  stained  with  tbe  least 

iapQtation  of  guilt.    The  said  earl  knows  his 

ittocepGe;  and  hopes  your  lordships  will  ex- 

cee  him,  if,  in  justice  to  himself,  and  for  the 

pnxnratioB  of  his  honour,  he  does  not  take 

^  bim  tbe  guilt  of  crimes,  the  very  thoughts 

flf  which  were  always  strangers  to  hb  breast : 

>i^  therefore,  in  answer  to  the  Impeachment, 

^8ijfi,Thathe  isNotUuilty  of  the  Treason 

ndodierthe  crimes  and   misdemeanors  men- 

fioaedmtbe  said  Articles,  or  any  of  them,  in 

■aw  and  form  as  is  therein  auedged;  and, 

f  this  trial,  puts  himself  on  your  lordships,  who 

^  his  peers ;  and  begs  your  lordships  tq  be- 

^  thst  this  answer  proceeds  from  the  sense 

^bMofthe  truth  of  it,  and  not  firom  obsti- 

**C!i  or  my  inclination  to  gi?e  your  lordships 

**^  the  honourable  House  of  Commons  any  nn- 

^^Wiiy  tioubW,  or  frt>m  the  least  doubt  or 

I  ■8'nBt  of  his   majesty's  clemency;  but  if, 

I  «poa  this  thai,  it  shall-  appear  that  he  hath 

f«n«ittedany  act,  which,  in  the  rigour  of  the 

I  ^  Bty  be  construed  to  amount  to  the  crime 

Jf^h  treason,  he  hopes  the  innocence  of  his 

wet,  aad  his  ignorance  of  the  law,  will,  by 

^power  of  your  lordships  intercession,  ren- 

■*M»  an  object   of  his  majesty's  mercy, 

•we  and  the  rest,  at  tbe  time  of  surrender- 

j^uemsdves,  were  eocouraged  by  his  ma^ 

J«j*s  oficers  to  depend  upon. 

"Tb  laid  earl  sobnits  bis  case,  thus  dr- 
^^tttced,  to  your  lordships  great  wisdom 
yja^mut ;  wo4  hum^lj  pi^js  jour  lord- 
■y^fcyeeraMe  interpretation  thereof;  not 
*^Wgbatto  make  his  innocenoe  appear  lo 
JMrlndihipssatis&ctiob.       «Wi«touii.'» 

Jj^me^cKedL)rdtcondemnedA  «Tlieim- 
Jjgi  lords  havhig  thus  pleaded  gtiil^," 
^lindal,  **  the  9th  .of  February  was  ap- 
^•W  fcr  their  receifinggeateQcei-   Upon 
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iavoor^butat  the  same  tiaae  be  declared  he 
would  be  »goiiist  ic  The  earl  of  Derby,  out 
of  pity  for  the  naaieroas  family  of  the  lord 
Njiim,  charged  hiiuself  with  a  petitiou  in  hia 
behalf,  as  other  lords  did,  upon  the  like  or  dif- 
ferent motives,  with  other  petitions.  The  ques- 
tion being  put,  whether  these  petitions  should 
be  received  and  read,  tl>ere  arose  a  great  de- 
bate, in  which  tbelocd  Townsheitd,  and  several 
other  lords,  who  upon  all  occasions  had  given 
undoabted  prooft  of  their  afi^ctton  to  the  pre- 
sent seitleineuty  were  agaiust  it,  but  the  earl  of 
Nottioehain,  to  their  great  surprise,  declatiug 
for  it|  his  weig^bt,  as  president  of  the  council 
drew  to  that  sifle several  Peers;  so  the  ques* 
tion  was  carried  b^  9  or  10  voices.  Afcer  the 
reading  of  the  petitions,  the  nest  question  was, 
whether,  in  the  case  of  an  impeachment,  the 
king  has  any  power  to  reprieve  ?  This  being 
also  carried  in  the  affirmative,  the  same  was  fol- 
lowed by  a  motion  for  an  Address,  to  desire  the 
liingtogrant  a  reprieve  to  the  lords,  who  lay 
ifoder  sentence  of  death.  This  was  opposed  by 
the  firmest  friends  of  the  government ;  and  even 
an  earl,  who  was  for  the  two  first  questions,  re- 
presented, *  That  though  clemency  was  one 
'  of  the  brightest  virtues,  that  adorn  and  sup- 

*  port  a  crown ;  jjet,  in  his  opinion,  the  same 

*  should  be  exercised  with  discretion,  and  only 
'  on  proper  objects :'  and  therefore  moved '  That 
<  they  should  address  the  kiag    to '  reprieve 

*  such  of  the  condemned  lords  as  should  de- 

*  serve  his  mercy.'  This,  after  some  further  de- 
bate, was  carried.  Then  the  earl  of  Stamp  ford 
.moved,  that  tlie  time  of  respite  be  left  to  the 
king,  which  was  readily  agreed  to;  and  then 
the  jaddress  with  these  amendments  was  carried 
by  a  majority  of  5  voices  only.  To  this  Address 
the  king  answered,  <  That  on  this,  and  all 

*  other  occasions,  he  would  do  what  he  thought 

*  most  consistent  with  the  dignity  of  his  crown, 
*-  aud  the  safety  of  his  people.'    - 

**  This  wise  and  resolute  answer  proved,  the 
next  day,  a  great  mortification  to  the  Jacobite 
and  drscou tented  party,  who  were  extremely 
elated  by  the  inclinations  to  mercy,  wiijch  q|)- 
peajed  inl^th  Houses,  and  which  occasiened 
various  reflections.  Whatever  was  the  secret 
spring  of  these  inclinations,  it  is  certain,  that  ia 
the  council,  held  the  same  evening,  about  the 
^execution  of  the  condemned  lords,  there  wa^ 
a  contest  between  the  earl  of  Noitinghani  and 
some  other  lords,  and  four  days  aner^  that 
earl  was  removed  from  being  president  of  the 
council,  the  earl  of  Aylesfurd,  bi^  brother,  from 
being  chancellor  of  the  duchy  of  Lancaster ;  the 
lord  Finch,  son  to  the  earl  of  Nottingham, 
from  being  ont*, of  the  lords  of  the  treasury; 
and  the  lord  Guernsey,  his  cousin  german,  froiu 
being  master  of  the  jewel  office.  This  change, 
however  sudden,  was  not  unforeseen  by  men 
of  observation ;  and  it  ^stified  Mr.  Hamp- 
den's reflection,  not  many  days  before,  in  the 
mixed  House  of  Commons,  en  a  motley  or 
ministry. 

**  Pursuant  to  the  iresolution  taken  in  the 
couocD;  orders  were  dispatched  for  executing 


the  next  morning  the  carls  of  Derwentwater 
and  Nithisdale,  and  the  lord  Kenmurc  ;  and 
for  respiting  the  lord  VViddrington,  the  earl  of 
Carnwath,  ar.d  the  lord  Nairn,  till  the  7  th  uf 
March.  The  same  e>'ening  the  earl  uf  Nithis- 
dale found  means  to  make  his  escape  out  of 
the  Tower,  in  a  woman's  upparel  bruught  to  him 
by  his  mother^  v%ho  came  to  visit  with  some 
relations.  The  next  morning  early,  three  de- 
tachments of  the  guards  took  their  several 
posts  round  the  scaflfold  erected  on  Tower  Hill, 
and,  a  liirle  before  ten  o'clock,  the  earl  of 
Derwentwater  and  the  lord  Kenmure  were 
carried  in  a  hackney  coach  tjrom  the  Tower  to 
the  Transport  Office,  on  Tower  Hill,  where 
there  was  a  room' hung  with  black  for  their  re- 
ception. From  this  room  to  the  scaffold  (which 
was  all  covered  with  black)  there  was  a  passage 
or  gallery  railed  in.  The  carlof  Derwentwaier 
was  first  led  to  the  scaG'old  ;  and  it  was  ob- 
served, that  in  his  going  thither,  and  ascending 
the  steps,  his  countenance  turned  very  pale. 
But»  after  he  had  been  a  few  minutes  on  the 
scaffold,  his  behaviour  appeared  resolute  and 
sedate.  Having  spent  some  time  in  prayer 
with  aback,  he  then  addressed  himself  to  iLe 
sheriff,  and  desired,  he  might  have  liberty  to 
rend  a  paper  which  he  had  drawn  up.  This  re- 
quest being  readily  granted,  he  went  to  the 
rails  of  the  scaffold  and  read  what  follows. 
'  Being  in  a  few  minutes  to  appear   before^ 

*  the  tribunal  of  God,  where,  though  roost  un- 
'  worthy,  I  hope  to  find  mercy,  which  I  have  no^ 

*  found  from  men  now  in  power;  I  have  endea- 
'  voured  to  make  my  f.*eace  with  his  divine  tnajes- 

*  t^,  by  most  humbly  begging  pardon  for* all  the 
'  snis  of  my  life  :  and  I  doubt  not  of  a  merciful 
'  forgiveness  through  the  merits  of  the  passion 

*  and  death  of  my  Saviour  Jesus  Christ ;  fur 
<  which  end  I  earnestly  desire  the  prayers  of  all 
'  good  christians.  Afler  this  I  am  to  ask  pardon 
'  of  those,  whom  I  might  hav^  scandalized  by 

*  pleading  Guilty  at  my  trial.  Such,  as  were 
'  permitted  to  come  to  me,  told  me,  that,  bav- 

*  mg  been  undeniably  in  arms,  pleading  Guilty 

*  was  hut  the  consequence  of  having  submit tetl 
'  to  merey  ;  and  many  arguments  were  used 
'  to  prove  there  was  nothing  of  moment  in  so 

*  domg  ;  among  others,  the  universal  practice 
'  of  signing  leases,  whereof  the  preambles  run  in 
^  the  name  of  the  person  in  jK>ssessiou.  But 
'  I  am  9ensible,  that  in  this  I  have  made  bold 
'  with  loyalty,  having  never  any  other  hut  king 
'  James  the  Sd  for  my  rightful  and  lawful  sove- 
^  reign.  Him  I  had  an  indinatiou  to  serve 
'  firom  my  infiincy,  and  was  moved  thereta  by 
'  a  natural  love  I  had  to  his  person,  knowing 

*  him  to  be  capable  of  making  his  jpeofAe  hap- 
'  py.  And,  though  be  bad  b^n  ot  a  different 
'  religion  from  mine,  I '  should  have* done  fof 

*  bim  all  that  lay  in  my  power,  as  my    «n^ 

*  oestors  have  done  for  his  predecessors,  being 

*  thereimto  bound  by  the  laws  of  God  and  man, 

*  Wherefore^  if  in  this  affair  I  have  acted  rashly 
'  it  ouf  btnot  to  affect  the  innocent.  I  intend- 
'  ed  to  wrong  nobody,  but  to  serve  my  king  and 

*  country^  and  that  without  self  interest;  hoping^ 
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*  by  Ae  example  I  gave,  to  have  induced  others 

*  to  tiwir  dtity;  and  God,  who  sees  the  secrets  of 

*  jDj  heart,  kfiows  I  speak  troth.  Some  means 
« bare  been  proposed  to  me  for  saving  my  life, 
<wfaich  I  looked  upon,  as  inconsistent  with 
'  faonoar  and  conscience,  and  therefore  I  re- 
*je€^  them;  for  ^ith  God's  assistance,  I 
'  shall  prefer  any  <teath  to  the  doing  a  base  un> 

*  worthy  action.  I  only  wish  now,  that  the  lay- 
'  iog  down  my  life  might  contribute  to  tbe  ser- 
« vice  of  my  king  and  country,  and  the  re-esta- 
'blishment   of  the  antient  *  and  , fundamental 

*  coostitotion  of  these  kingdoms;  without  which 

*  DO  lasting  peace  or  true  happiness  can  attend 
'  them.  Th/en  I  should  indeed  part  with  my 
'  life,  even  with  pleasure.    As  it  is,  I  can  only 

*  pray,  that  these  blessings  may  be  bestowed 

*  opoii  my  dear  country ;  and,  since  I  can  do 

*  no  more^  I  beseech  God  to   accept  of  my  life 

*  as  a  small  sacrifice  towards  it. — ['die  a  Ro^ 
'  nan  Catholic.     I  am  in  perfect  charity  with 

*  all  the  world,  I  thank  God   for  it,  even  with 

*  those  of  the  present  government,  who  are 
'most  instrumental  in  my  death.  I  freely  for- 
'give   such,    as   ungenerously  reported  Talse 

*  Slings  of  me;  and  I  liope  to  be  forgiven  the  tres- 
' passes  of  my  youth,  by  the  Father  of  infinite 
'mercy^  into  whose  hands  I  commend  my  soul. 

Ja.  Dekwevtwater. 
P.  S.    '  If  that  prince^  who  now  governs, 
'  had  given  me  my  life,  I  should  have  thought 
'  myself. obliged  never  more  to  have  taken  up 
'  arms  against  bim/ 

**  After  the  reading  of  this  paper,  he  deliver- 
ed it  to  the  sheriff,  telling  him,  he  might  do  with 
it  as  he  pleased ;  and  that  he  had  given  a  copy 
of  it  to  a  friend.  Then  turning  to  the  block,  iie 
viewed  it  close^  and  finding  in  it  a  rough  place, 
that  might  ofifend  bis  neck,  be  bid  t^e  execu- 
tioner cut  it  off;  which  uncommon  presence  of 
mind  was  observed,  with  admiration  by  some 
of  the  scolders  by.  Having  prepared  himself 
ibr  the  blow«  by  taking  off  bis  coat  and  wnist- 
coat,  he  lay  down  to  dt  his  head  to  the  block, 
tdliqgthe  executioner,  that- the  sign  he*~8hould 
gire  him  was,  '  Lord  Jesus  receive  my  soul  ;' 
aod,  at  the  ibird  time  repeating  it,  he  was  to  do 
his  olBce;  which  he  diji  at  ^oue  blow.  It  was 
reported,  that  the  night  before,  the  earl  of  Dcr- 
»entw*iet  having  seni  for  Mr.  Stephen  Roonie^ 
an  undertaker  for  funerals,  and  discoursins;  with 
him  about  bis  own,  he  toici  him,  he  would  have 
a  silver  plate  on  his  coffin,  with  an  inscription 
ioiportiagy  'That. he  died  a  sacrifice  lor  his 
lawful  sovereign  ;'  but>  Mr.  Hoome  scrupling, 
to  comply  with  it,  he  was  dismissed.  This  was 
the  reason,  no  hearse  was  provided  for  him  af , 
his  execution  ;  so  thai  his  head  was  only  taken 
«p  b^ooe  of  his  servants  and  put  into  a  clean 
nndkcrcbief,  and,  the  bedy  being  wrapped  op 
ia  black  cdoth,  they  were  both  together  carried 
to  the  Tower. 

"  Socm  after  the  lord  Kenmnre  was  brought 
tatlke  scaffold  in  tbe  same  manner,  accompa* 
tati  by  his  son,  and  some  frieinds,  and  attended 
^t«)s  d^rgynien  of  thccbuccb  of  £n|^8i>d. 


He  shewed  a  great  resolutioh  and  firmness  ih 
his  gait  and  countenance,  though  some  nice  ob« 
servers  pretended  he  was  not  so  calm  within 
as  the  earl  of  Derwentwater ;  which  however 
was  contradicted  by  others.  On  the  scaffold 
he  said,  *  he  had  so  little  thoughts  of  dying  so 

*  soon,  that  he  had  not  provided  a  black  suit^ 

*  that  be  might  have  died  with  the  more  decen- 
'cy  ;  for  which  be  was  sorry.'  He  appeared  very 
sincere  and  fervent  in  bis  devotions,  often  lift- 
ing up  his  hands  and  eyes  to  heaven ;  but  (con- 
trary to  what  he  bad  declared  in  his  speech  to 
the  lords,  when  judgment  was  pronounced 
against  him)  he  prayed  for  the  Pretender,  and 
repented  of  his  having  pleaded  guilty.  He  em- 
braced and  kissed  very  tenderly  mo^  of  the 
officers  aud  gentlemen  on  the  scaffold^  and  his 
sun  and  some  friends  twice  or  thrice.  He  ha4 
with  him  Mr.  Roome  the  undertaker,  who  was 
to  take  care  of  his  body,  and  a  «ui^eoD,  who 
was  to  direct  tbe  executioner  in  doing  his  office. 
Having  prepared  fur  tbe  block,  he  laid  dowo 
his  bead  upon  it,  then  raised  it  up  again,  stiU 
continuing  oi\  his  knees ;  gave  the  executioner 
some  money,  and  told  him,  <  He  should  givf 

*  him  no  sign,  bat,  when  he  laid  his  head  down 

*  again  he  might  do  his  work  as  he  saw  good.' 
Then,  having  lifted  up  his  hands  in  prayer  a 
short  time  longer,  he  laid  down  his  head  again, 
which  tbe  executioner  severed  at  two  blows. 
Both  tl>e  head  and  body  were  put  into  a  coffin, 
and  conveyed  in  a  hearse  to  Mr.  Roome's^ 
where  they  were  embahned,  in  order  to  be  sent 
into  Scotland,  and  buried  with  his  ancestors. 
He  neither  made  nor  delivered  any  speecli  on 
the  scaffold ;  but  in  a  letter  found  after  his- 
execution,  which  he  wrote  to  the  Pretendetf* 
(by  the  sriJe  of  king  James,)  he  declared,  'That 

*  he  died  for  his  faithful  services  to  his  majesty, 

*  but  hoped,  the  cause  he  d:ed  for  would  thrive 

*  and  flourish  after  his  death  ;  and  as  he  suf* 
'  fered  for  his  servjce)  he  hoped  his  majesty 

*  would  provide  fcir  his  w  ife  and  children,  who 
'  were  in  a  miserable  condition.'  ' 

**  On  the  15th  of  March,  the  earl  of  Win- 
toun's  trial  came  on.*  The  loiig  trouble  and 
delay,  he  had  occasioned  by  petitions  for  time,  , 
upon  the  pretence  of  witnesses  being  on  ^he 
road,  made  people  expect^  tliat  a  considerable 
defence  could  be  made,  and  something  very 
particular  be  urged  in  his  behalf,  eitl>er  by 
himself  or  his  council  ;  but  they  were  surpriz- 
edf  that  when  he  came  to  the  bar,  and  the  ma- 
nagers of  the  House  of  Commons  bad  spent  two 
days  in  opening  and  inforcing  the  Articles 
against  him,  and  replying  to  what  was  o6fered, 
his  answers  were  so  weak,  and  what  tils  coun- 
cil had  to  offer  so  trifling,  that  it  could  not  be 
caUed  adeft^nce.  This  ga\e  some  confirmation  ' 
to  whaJt  had  been  suggested,  that  lie  ]Rcas  a 
lunatic.  However  the  lord^  were  unaniaoas 
in  their  judgment^  and  brought  him  io  Guilty; 
and,  on  the  19th  of  March,  judgment  was  pro- 

♦  For  the  Proceedings  at  large  upon  the  Trial 
of  the  impeadied  Lofdsy  se^  CoDbett's  State 
Trials,  A,  n.  irie. 
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nounced  against  him  by  the  lord  Cbancelior 
Cowper,  lord  High  Steward  upon  this'oc- 
casion.'' 

Debute  caneendng  ihe  Lund  Tss  Bill.] 
Febraarj  1.  Tbe  Lords  having  read  a  second 
time  tbe  Land  Tas  Bill,  and  referred  it  to  a 
committee  of  the  whole  House;  some  Peers 
were  offended  at  the  Preamble :  And  the  earl 
of  Abingdon  tberenpun  moved,  That  all  the 
Peers  in  town  might  be  summoned  to  attend 
that  committee,  %hioh  was  done  accordingly. 
The  said  Preamble  was  as  fbllews :  **  We  your 
majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
Oranmons  of  Great  Britain  m  paiiiament  as- 
sembled, having  hearts  filled  with  the  otmost 
gratitude  to  your  majesty,  for  the  tender  con- 
cern yoar  majesty  on  all  occasions,  expresses 
for  the  extraordinary  burthen  this  unnatnral 
Tebellion  makes  necessary  to  be  laid  on  your 
iaichfel  subjects,  fir  preserving  all  their  rights, 
l>eth  sacred  and  civil ;  and  for  ^onr  minesty's 
unprecedented  goodness,  in  g^vmg  op  aU  sncb 
estates  for  the  use  of  the  pnblie^aMd  m  etese  of 
four  people,  as  shall  be  forfeited  by  this  rebel>- 
bon;  the  niBing,  or  Uie  drendfUl  consequences 
whereof  cannot,  by  the  tnost  imptaeable  of 
your  roa|esty's  enemies,  be  ascribed  to  any^me 
oict  done  by  yoor  majesty,  since  yoor  happy 
accession  to  the  throne  of  your  ancestors ;  but 
even  they  wtH  aUow,  ^at  all  the  mischiefs, 
burthens,  and  •eaiamities  which  shall  attend 
Chts  horrid  rebeilion,  are,  in  troth,  owing  to 
ihe  fatal  and  pernicious  councils  given  by  some 
persons  In  the  Ute  male-administration^  when, 
under  pretence  of  procuring  peace  abroad,  the 
pfesent  destructive  war  was  projected  to  bo 
liroaght  into  the  very  bowels  of  our  native 
country  at  home^  when  a  popish  army,  (part  of 
which  'God  has  delivered  mto  yoor  hands)  was 
designed  to  be  tlie  protecter  of  our  holy  reli- 
sion ;  and  when  under  the  false  cofoor  of  pay- 
uig  the  public  debts,  though  their  true  design 
was  to  deliver  os  bound  into  the  power  of  the 
ancient  enemy  of  these  kingdoms ;  the  same 
evil  counsellors  contrived  unnecessarily  to  in- 
ciHfibery  for  a  long  time  to  forae,  (if  not  for 
ever)  several  considerable  branches  of  the  pub- 
lic revennes,  which,  for  many  years  past,  had,* 
from  time  to  time,  been  nsefoi  to  support  the 
pvblic  expence ;  which  revenues  in  former  ad- 
ministrations, had  been  carefotly  reserved  for 
that  parpose  to  the  ertd,  that  upon  the  condu^ 
sion  of  aii  happy  peace,  whidi  wo  had  then 
r«ison  to  expec^  the  subjects  of  these  realms 
might  have  reaped  the  fruits  of  a  successfol, 
Ohough  expensive  war.  And  we  your  m^es- 
tfs  said  otttiful  and  loyal  subjects  being  uiHy 
reeolved^to  maiataiB  yonr  majesty's  just  title 
to  the  imperial  crown  of  these  realms^  against 
all  enemies  and  traitors  whatsoever ;  and  fbr 
tlml  end  purpose  to  raise  such  suppUes  as  are 
nee^ssai^  to  defray  vour  majesty^s  public  et- 
ponces,  ^ave  cfaeaiAuly  and  Onanlmonsly  ^ven 
imd  granted,  &c*^ 

Right  qf  ih€  lordi  to  aU^r  r  Mm^'Mt^ 


February  13.  The  lord  Harcourt  went  eady 
to  the  House  of  Peers,  and  caused  the  JouiQak 
to  be  searched  for  precedents  of  Amendmeius, 
made  by  the  Lords  to  a  Money- :6iU :  But  fen, 
if  any  could  be  found,  at  lea^  since  the  Kestd- 
ration  in  1660,  ffom  which  time  the  Commom 
would  never  snder  the  Lords  to  make  altera- 
tions in  bilb  of  that  nature.  When  the  gnud 
Committee  was  sot,  several  fords  spoke  ag^iinit 
the  preamble  in  question,  as  prejudging  mat- 
ters of  a  very  high  and  im^tant  nature,  the 
cognizance  and  determination  of  which  pro- 
peHy  belonged  to  the  House 'of  Peers.  The 
courtiers  were  sensible  that  this  objeciion  «m 
well  grounded;  but  being  unwiUiog,  on  die 
other  hand,  to  put  a  stop  to  the  bill  at  this 
critical  juncture,  an  expedient  was  pruposcd, 
and^admitted,  viz.  That  they  sboula  enter  ia 
their  Journal  a  kind  of  Protest  ot  a  De<?lara> 
tion^  importing  in  substanci^  **  That,  althoo^ 
the  Preamble  to  the  said  bill  contains  several 
assertions  of  facts  different  from  the  matter  of 
the  said  bill,  and  which  may  possibly  hereafter 
fall  nnder  the  coosidewion  of  this  House  it 
their  judicial  capacity;  yet  ne?ertheUss  their 
lordships,  being  extremely  sepwible  of  the  very 
great  and  public  inconvenience  which  would 
ensue^  if  the  necessarjf  supply  of  monfy,  foe 
which  the  said  bill  provides,  should  be  delayed, 
have  therefore,  out  of  zeal  for  his  ^  msjesty'i 
service  and  the  public  good  thoo^  ^t  |o  in- 
struct^ and  do  hereby  order,  That  it  be  an  in" 
struction  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Boost, 
to  tfgree  to  the  said  preamble,  without  aoj 
amendment.*' 

And  then  the  folfowing  Dedaration  *  wal 
agreed  to  by  the  House  : 

**  But,  to  prevent  any  ill  epnseqnences  frot^ 
such  a  precedent  for  the  future,  they  hatij 
thought  fit  to  declare  solemnly,  and  to  enter^ 
upon  their  books  for  a  record  to  all  posterity,  I 
lliat  they  will  not  hereafter  admit,  upon  ant 
occasion  ^jatsoever,  of  a  procoedme  so  con- 
trary to  the  rules  andnsethods  of  parliament; 
and  as  to  the  said  assertions  in  the  preamble 
to  the  said  biU,  their  lordships  do  further  de- 
clare. That  they  will  not  in  hnj  manner  hold 
themselves  conduded  by  any  of^he  said  asser> 
tions,  in  any  judicml  [}roceedins  or  debate 
whatsoever ;  and  are  of  opinion,  Uiat  no  ain- 
ment  drawn  from  any  such  assertion  amy, 
wtthoot  due  proof,  ought  to  bo  of  any  force 
or  validity  upon  any  occasion  befbre-meo* 
tioned." 

Ordered^  That  snch  Lords  as  think  fit  msy 
sign  Ihe  said  Declaration  in  the  Journal  at  wf 
iinie  during  this  session  of  paiiiament. 

The  Kim't.  ^p^  reUdmg  to  tk$  Pr^ 
t4mder^$  Ftighi  out  qf  Seotlamd,}  Eeb.  iU 
The  king  went  to  the  House  oiPeen^  wad  fMt 
the  rcyal  assent  to  siM^h  bills  as  wmm  im^ 
After  which,  the  Lord  Chancellor^  by  liis  ma* 
jestv^s  commoodi  road  tho  foUowf  SpMdi  t» 
both  Houses; 

"  Mf  LoMte  and  Goiitlaiim# 

« I  trite thii<>|igiiri«^ at aflffiMdinj  pm 
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that  my  forces  have  obliged  the  Pretender  to 
flj  out  of  Scotftnd  ;  and  he  is  since,  as  I  am 
iDformed,  landed  near  Gfavelnies,  but  Idoirt 
yet  know,  whether  any  country  in  amitv  with 
us,  irill  give  him  prutectiou,  after  having  so 
pabtidy  iiiTaded  our  kini^dom. 

"  Tbe  dangers  toi  which  the  nation  was  ex- 
posed, made  me  determine,  that  neither  the 
atraordinarj  rigour  of  the  season,  nor  any 
fallacious  proposal  of  the  rebels,  should  divert 
me  from  nsing  ail  (Possible  endeavours  towards 
putting  a  speedy  and  effectual  ^nd  to  this  uq- 
uatural  rebellion. 

"  Geatlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
'<  I  most  return  you  my  thanks  for  ttie  great 
progress  you  have  made  in  the  supplies.  The 
Dccessaiy  dispositions  are  made  for  raising  ad- 
ditional forces:  But  as  I  shalf  always  consult 
die  ease  of  my  people,  as  far  as  it  is  consistent 
with  their  own  security,  so  I  shall  not  make  use 
of  the  confidence  you  have  placed  in  me,  unless 
(he  restless  malice  of  our  enemies  should  make 
it  necessary  to  go  on  with  those  levies. 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
"  I  promise  myself^  from  the  zeal  and  wis- 
dom of  this  parliament,  that  the  future  happi- 
ness and  tranquillity  of  my  subjects,  will  be 
established  on  a  solid  foundation ;  and  such 
measures  taken,  as  may  deprive  our  eaemies  at 
home  of  the  power,  since  that  alone  can  de- 
prive them  of  the  inclination,  again  to  attempt 
the  disturbance  of  my  government.  This, 
tlierefoTe,  is  what  I  think  myself  obliged  to  re- 
(ummend  to  yoo  as  a  deliberation  of  the  ut- 
most importance  to  tbe  future  safety,  ease,  and 
inwperity  of  my  people." 

Th  Lord**  Address  thereon,']  Feb .  90.  Tbt 
^rds  waited  od  the  King  with  the  following 
Address: 

"  Most  Gracipns  Sovereign ; 

"  We,  your  majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
tthjects,  the  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal  in 
iftrliameDC  assembled,  beg  leave  to  return  your 
"ajeaiy  the  thanks  of  this  House,  for  your  most 
pciQiii  speech  from  the  throne ;  and  to  con- 
httolate  your  majesty  upon  the  success  your 
irces  have  had,  in  obliging  the  Pretender  to 
y  out  of  Scotland :  And,  as  we  do  not  doubt 
«t  year  majesty  will  use  the  roost  effectual 
icaas  towards  preventing  the  said  Pretender's 
adiag  refuge  or  protection  in  any  country  in 
•ftiiy  with  your  majesty ;  so  we  do  assure  your 
»tjesly  of  our  utmost  support  and  assistance, 
»iheiring  your  just  resentment  against  airy 
Race  or  state  that  shall  give  him  protection, 
i^d  ire  take  this  opportuaity  to.  express  the 
ue  sense  this  House  has  of  your  majesty's 
'Ht  wisdom  and  care  of  your  people,  in  havr 
%  resoired,  not  only  to  pot  a  speedy,  but  an 
nctoal,  end  to  tli^s  Rebellion,  without  having 
Nritened  to  any  fieillacions  prdpiosals  of  tbe 
^Is;  which  could  oniy  have  tended  fo  leave 
^  seeds  of  fiture  rebellions  and  distractioiDS 
>thb  kingdom:  And  we  do  farther  humbly 
nnk  your  majesty  for  your  sratioos  intentions 
^^^m  your  peopU  of  any  tmrtfaeo;  ai  for  at 

VoIm  VII. 


is  consistent  with  the  public  safety ;  not  doubt- 
ing but,  if  your  majesty  judges  it  necessary,  you 
will  make  use  of  the  power  already  granted 
you.  And  we  do  humbly  a^sare  your  majesty, 
thac  nothing  shall  be  wanting  on  our  part,  to- 
wards eecurinjt,  upon  the  most  solid  and  lasting 
foundations,  your  majesty's  government,  upon 
which  the  future  happiness  and  tranquillity  of 
these  kingdoms  does  entirely  depend.'' 

The  King's  Ansofer,']  The  King  returned 
this  Answer  : 

**  My  Lords,  '  / 

'<  I  thank  you  heartily  for  this  dutiful  and 
loyal  Address :  I  will  immediately  order  the 
most  pressing  instances  to  be  made  to  all 
princes  and  states  in  amity  with  me,  in  relation 
to  the  Pretender ;  and  shall,  in  every  thing, 
always  consult  the  security  and  happiness  of 
my  people." 

The  Commons'  Address,']  The  Commons* 
Address  was  as  follows : 

"  Most  Gracious  Sovereign ; 

"  We  your  majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loynl 
subjects,  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in  p^r* 
liament  assembled,  do,  with  hearts  full  of  grati- 
tude, return  your  majesty  our  unfeigned  thanks 
for  your  most  gracious  speech  from  \be  throne ; 
and  do  beg  leave  most  heartily  to' congratulate^ 
with  your  majesty  upon  tbe  success  with  which 
it  has  pleasecf  Almighty  God  so  far  to  bless you> 
ardis.  as  to  force  the  Pretender  out  of  your  ma* 
jesty  s  dominions.  * 

"  \Ve  are  willing  to  hope,  that  no  prince  or 
state  in  amity  with  your  majesty  will  give  re- 
fuf|;e,  countenance*  or  protection,  to  a  person 
who,  in  so  notorious  a  manner,  has  disturbed 
tbe  peace  of  your  kingdoms :  But  the  dangers 
to  which  your  majesty's  sacred  person,  and  go- 
vernment, the  religion,  laws,  and  liberties  of 
our  country,  have  oeen  once  exposed,  by  this 
vile  attempt,  would  leave  your  Commons  with- 
out excuse  to  those  they  represent,  if  they 
should  see,  with  patience,  the  nation  exposed 
to  the  like  hazard  for  the  future,  by  the  Pre- 
tender to  yrour  majesty's  crown  being  sheltered 
in  your  neighbourhood  :  We  do  therefore  make 
it  bur  humble  request  to  your  majesty,  Thac 
you  will  use  the  most  earnest  and  pressing  in- 
stances with  allpriuces  and  states  in  amity  with 
your  majesty,  That  he  may  not  be  harboured' 
in  their  territories :  And  we  beg  leave  to  give 
your  majesty  the  strongest  assurances,  Ihat 
we  will,  to  the  utmost  of  our  power,  contribute 
whatever  shall,  by  your  majesty,  be  judged  n^ 
cessary  to  render  those  instances  effectual. 

**  The  tender  regard  which  your  majesty  ex- 
presses for  the  ease  of  your  people,  in  decliniog 
to  put  the  nation  to  any  farther  expence,  ait 
present,  for  additional  forces,  does,  if  possible^ 
neighten  that  confidence  which  we  so  justly  had 
reposed  in  you  :  But  we  beseech  your  majesty, 
that,  in  settling  the  proportion  of  fiirces  to  be 
maintained  this  year  by  sem  and  land,  your  ma- 
jesty will  have  such  a  regard  to  the  dispositioa 
and  preparations  of  our  neighbours,  from  tiroo 
to  thae,  ai  to  provide  effe«tuajly  for4^  itcunty 
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of  jour  kingdoms  agaiost  any  power  Ihat  sbf^l 
presume  to  countenance  or  abet  the  Pretender. 

**  Yoor  Commons  cannot  sufficiently  express 
thejust  stnse  they  bave.of  your  majesty's  con- 
summate wisdom,  and  firm  resolution,  not  to  be 
diverted  or  amused  by  any  difficulties  of  the 
season,  or  any  specious  artifices,  from  pursuing 
tbe  Rebels  in  Scotland  to  their  several  retreats ; 
since  that  method  alone  could  restore,  fwd  se- 
cure f^hh  honour,  peace  and  tranquillity  to  that 
part  of  your  dominions. 

"  It  is  with  the  utmost  concern  we  observe, 
that  the- malice  and  inveteracy  of. our  enemies 
at  home  is  so  great,  that  they  want  not  the  in- 
eUoation  to  disturb  your  majesty's  government; 
but  your  fnithful  Commons,  in  duty  to  your 
loajeity,  and  love  for  their  country,  will  endea- 
vour to  deprive  them  of  the  power,  by  taking 
60ch  pnident  and  necessary  measures,  as  may 
most  ^ectually  secure  the  future  safety,  ease, 
and  prosperity,  of  your  people." 


The  King^s  Amw^r,]    To  which  his  majesty 
xeturned  iliis  Answer : 
**  Gentlemen  ; 

'^  I  thank  you  for  this  dutifal  and  affectionate 
Address:  I  will  endeavour,  by  all  proper 
means,  to  prevent  the  Pretender's  being  suffered 
to  give  perpetual  jealousies,  by  continuing  in 
«ur  neighbourhood;  and  will,  if  the  advices  I 
sball  receive  from  abroad  do  render  it  neces- 
Miry,  not  lose  any  thne  in  making  such  an  aug- 
ineiitati^n  of  forces,  by  sen  and  land,  as  may, 
with  tiie  blessing  of  God,  eflfectua|ly  answer 
y^r  wishes  to  see  the  nation  secured  from  any 
foreign  or  intestine  attempt  whatsoever." 

Tfie  Comtnons  adjourn  to  prtcent  any  appUr 
tatioH  to  than  in  favour  rf the  impeached  Lords,] 
February  22.  .  Several  Petitions*  were  deliver- 
ed to  the  House  of  Commons  in  behalf  of  the 
•arl  of  Derwentwater,  lord  Widdrington,  carl 
of  Nithisdale,  earl  of  Carnwath,  lord  viscount 

♦  "  With  a  view  to  prevent  the  House  being 
troubled  with  any  further  Petitions,  which  it 
was  determined  to  reject,  Walpole  himself  pro- 
posed an  adjournment  to  the  1st  of  March,  as 
It  was  known  that  their  execution  was  to  take 
place  before  that  time :  rhe  motion  met  with  so 
strong  an  opposition,  that  it  was  carried  r.nly 
hy  a  majority  of  seven  voices.  But  Walpole 
proved  bis  indignation  to  originate  in  virtuous 
and  disinterested  motives,  when  he  stated  to 
the  House,  that  be  bad  been  offered  60,000/.  to 
save  tlielift^  of  one  single  person  (the  earl  of 
DerwentwaterV  He  also  spoke,  as  one  of  the 
managers  for  the  Commons,  in  the  prosecution 
of  the  earl  of  Wintown,  another  of  the  rebel 
lords ;  abd  he  seems  in  every  instance  to  haie 
urged  the  necessity  of  adopting  severe  mea- 
sures in  the  present  alarming  crisis  ;  a  mode 
of  conduct  80  opposite  to  the  natural  bias  of  bis 
temper,  which  always  leaned  to  the  siae  of  hu- 

\  manity,  as  proved  his  full  conviction,  that  too 
much  lenity  shewn  to  persons  taken  in  ikgrant 
rebellion,  would  at  this  period  have  proved 

^  daiigierous  to  th«  state/'       Coxe's  WaI{)ole» 


KenoHire,  aad  lord  Nairn,  a(ttr  »en(«iiGe  of 
death  had  been  past  oo  them;  nevevtbeless^ 
though  many  members  were  inclined  to  mercy» 
yet  upon  a  motion  made  by  Ihose  of  tbe  con- 
trary opinion,  who  were  for  having  tbe  law  exe-; 
cuted  in  it?  full  rigour,  and  therefore  wene  desir- 
ous to  be  rid  of  any  farther  importanitiei  on 
this  account,  the  question  was  put,^  that  the 
House  should  adjourn  to  the  1st  of  March,  which 
was  cai'ricd  in  the  affirmative,  by  a  rniyo- 
rity  of  seven  voices  only. 

Mr.Leehmere*sMotionfor  a  Bill  to  strengthen 
the  Proteiia^t  Interest,']  March  1.  The  Par- 
liament met  according;  to  their  adjournment  t 
The  next  day  Mr.  Lechmere  made  a  speech  oa 
the  mal-admioisiratioQ  of  the  ministry  during 
the  last  years  of  the  late  queen,  particularly 
with  relation!  to  the  hardships  then  put  on  the 
Dissenters,  who,  he  added  were  firm  friends  to 
the  Protestant  succession ;  and  thevisible  con- 
nivance and  f^ivour  shewn  to  the  Roman  Ca- 
tl>olics,  the  open  and  declared  enemies  of  it, 
and  of  tlie  illustrious  house  of  Hanover  :  and 
concluded  with  a  motion  for  bringing  in  *A 
<  Bill  to  strengthen  the  Protestant  interest  ia 
^  Great  Britain,  by  inforcing  the  laws  now  ia 
'being  against  Papists.'  He  was  seconded  by 
the  lord  Coningsby  :  and  no  member  opposing 
the  motion,  the  Bill  was  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  accordingly. 

Delifite  on  the  Septennial  Bilf^  being prxn^ed 
in  the  Hojue  of'  Lords,}    April  10.  The  Duke 

N  *  *'  The  rebellion  was  now  quelled,  and  tbe 
strength  of  tbe  rebels  iiitirely  broken,  but  tbe 
disaffection  of  the  people  was  not  yet  ooa- 
naered.  Tkt  parliament  was  the  bulwark  of 
Ue  crown ;  tbe  vigot^-  and  UBaoimity  of  the 
king's  friends,  and  theur  superiority  sa  the 
House,  was  the  support  of  tbe  whole  affair. 
But  the  parliament  being  only  of  three  years 
continuance,  by  virtue  of  the  Triennial  Act, 
made  in  the  |&th  year  of  king  WiUiaai  and 
queeo  Mary ;  all  tile  hopes  of  tbe  other  party 
seemed  to  be  centered  in  this,,  that  the  fwrlia- 
ment  would  expiry;  and  that  tbey  sboold  be 
able,  by  their  influence  in  tbe  QOinitry,  to  chose 
a  majority  of  their  party  atth^  next  eleciieo ;  I 
or  raise  such  a  ferment  at  that  junctwe,  ^ 
might  make  way  for  a  successful  InvasioD  htm 
abroad.  This  the  persons  at  tbe  helm  •bserved 
with  concern ;  and  therefore  k^solved  to  baffle  | 
these  hopes  of  tlie  enemies  of  the  govfrnneot, 
by  prulongui^  the  sitting  of  the  pveseot  pai^ 
liament.  It  is  said^  it- was  first  proposed ^oniy 
to  suspend  the  triennial  act  for  once,  ^whereby 
this  parliament  would  have  oontinued  tbice 
years  beyond  the  time,  at  which  it  w«s  Id  de- 
termine :  but  it  was  afterwards  thought^  tbit  • 
bill  for  ioiarging  the  time  of  cpotiniiwine  of 
parliaments  in  general,  would  be  leas  lieUe  ts 
exceptions.  The  next  thing  that  fell  ipdcr 
consideratioo  was,  whether  tins  intended  1^  i 
should  be  set  on  foot  in  the  House  of  Lord^  er 
in.  the  House  of  Commons  ?  Tbe  fictt  was 
judged  the  prop^rcr  U^^tgftnl  feyneB% 
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«f  I>«0Mi$ir«  j»«d«  afffeeck  hi  tbft  Houte  of 
lAids,  repfeaeiitM  the  inoon? eoieiioes  that  a(- 
leatf  ^e  trieaBiai  elcctwns  of  mem  ben  of  par- 
lijuneot ;  particalaf  Ir,  ibat  tbey  9erre  ooly  to 
ktep  up  panj  ilhriaio'os,  aad  to  rai&e  and  foment 
^d«aiHi  aouDQsUies  in  private  families;  That 

^ularljfy  because  the  court  being  more  sure  of  a ' 
inajoFit^  ia  the  UonAe  of  Commons^  if  the  bili 
raiscarried  with  theLordS)  the  odium  of  thia 
project,  which  carried  a  &ce  of  unpopularity, 
ifould  not  rest  upon  the  Commons,  nor  conse- 
quently prejudice  future  elections.^    Tindal. 

**  Though  the  rebellion  was  extinguished,  the 
^ame  of  national  disaffection  still  continued  to 
rage;  The  severities  exercised  against  the  re- 
heb  increased  the  general  disooneeiit :  For  now 
tbe  danger  was  blown  over  their  huorane  pas- 
sions began  to  prevaiL  Theceurage  and  for- 
titude wiSi  wbieh  the  condemned  persons  en- 
countered the  pains  of  death  in  its  most  dread- 
ful fomi,  prepossessed  many  spectators  io  favour 
of  tbe  cause  by  which  those  unhappy  Tictims 
were  animated.  In  a  tvord,  persecution,  as 
Qsual,  extended  tbe  heresy.  Tbe  niinbtry,  per- 
ceiving tbis  universal  diasatisfnction,  and  dread- 
ih;  the  revolution  of  a  new  parliament,  which 
might  wrest  the  power  from  their  faction,  and 
retort  opoii  them  the  violence  of  their  own  mea- 
lares,  formed  a  resolution  equally  odious  and 
effectual  to  establish  their  administration.  This 
was  no  other  than  i^  scheme  to  repeal  the  Trien- 
nial Act,  and  by  a  new  law  to  extend  the  term 
of  parliaments  to  seven  years.**    Suiollett. 

'*  The  ministry  uerceiving,  and  probably  re- 
sming  tlie  fenerai  discontent  an<i  disaffection 
of  the  people  lo  a  government,  which  willingly 
cooQcaled^ven  from  itself  the  desire  of  ven- 
geance by  whicfai  it  was  actuated,  under  tbe 
veil  of  loyalty  and  patriotism,  now  found  or  ima- 
gined the  neoessity  of  adopting  a  measure  lor 
the  preservation  of  the  public  safety,  which  has 
l^eea  ever  considered  as  the  higliest  and  roost 
aofioastttimimal  exertion  of  parliamentary  au- 
thority Attonpced  since  the  era  of  th^  revolu- 
tion ;  and,  if  we  except  the  act  of  Henry  8, 
deckriag  the  prodamatioss  of  the  csown  equhl 
ia  validity  to  acts  of  parliament,  and  ihe  pci^ 
peuaty  act  of  Charks  1,  it  may  not  be  too 
raach  to  affirm,  aiBce  the  first  existence  of  par- 
liaMeots*  This  was  no  other  than  the  intfo- 
dactiop  of  the  famons  Septennial  Bill,  in  the 
•cnionof  1716,  by  which  the  parliament  not 
otAy  awMped  a  power  of  prolonging  the  dur** 
tieo of  firtme pa^Nunencs, ' but  even  its  own; 
add  being  deoted  by  the  nation  for  three  yearsi 
th^  tested  thdmarim  foe  four  years  more/' 


IMmg  thislmenril^  the  Septennial  Bill  f«as 
1^  iBCo  patiiaalent.  AUfaongh  Walpole  was 
noe-Mt  10  sn)>tiort  tbis  measore  in  tbe  House 
of  GoinBoiis»yet,asithadbeen  previously  aD> 
OBfod  with  ms  concurrence,  and  as  he  also 
oaoaiantlv  opposed  tbe  repeal,  it  has  always 
beaajuitnr  considered  an  act  of  his  admims* 
This  memombl^  bill,  which  irto  be 
at  thr  M«^  ^  9itt  cifii  aad  #t- 


besides,  ibey  occasion  ruinous  expires, .and. 
give  a  handle  to  the  cabals  and  intrigues  of  fo- 
reign princes :  That  therefore  it  was  becoming' 
of  the  wisdom  of  that  august  assembly,  to  apply 
a  proper  reiaedy  to  an  evil  which  might  be  at-* 
tended  with  the  most  dangerous  consequences, 

ligioMS  liberties,  because  it  effectually  supported 
tiiC  House  of  Brunswick  on  the  throne ;  was 
uodoubteHly  one  of  the  most  daring  uses,  or^ 
according  to  the  representations  of  its  oppo* 
nents,. abases  jof   parliamentary  power   that 
ever  was  committed  since  the  revolution ;  for, 
it  not  only  lengthened  the  duration  of  future 
parliaments,  but  the  members  who  had  been 
elected  only  for   three  years,  prolonged,  of 
their  own  authority,  tbe  term  of  their  continu- 
ance for  four  years  more.    The  great  body  of 
tbe  Whigs,  influenced  by  these  considerations^ 
west,  at  the  first  proposition,|averse  to  |^e  mea- 
sure, and  did  not  agree  to  support  it,  till  ma*/ 
ture  deliberation  l^d  conTinced  them  of  its 
necessity.  During  the  debates  which  Cook  place 
on  this  occasion,  tW  arguments  of  opposition 
and  defence,  were  not  unequal  to  the  iinpor- 
tance  and  dignity  of  tbe  subjeet.    We,  who 
live  at  this  distance  of  time,  without  being 
heated  by  the  wantth  of  party,  vnthout  8u$« 
oiently  considering  the  temper  and  state  of 
tbe  nation,  and  without  weighing  the  peculiar 
eircamstances  which  occasioned  its  introduo* 
tion,most  confess,  that  in  iheory,  tbe  argu-* 
meets  of  those  who  opposed  it,  are  theroott 
specioas and  convincing;    but  if  we  recur  to 
the  events  of  the  times,  and  the  state  of  the 
<9>antry,  we  must  applaud  the  wisdom  of  those 
#ho  sacrificed  speculation  to  practice.    That 
the  necesfflty  mast  have  been  great  and  evident, 
appears  from  tbe  consideration,  that  it  was 
supported  by  men  of  the  first  rank,  indepen- 
dence, and  probity  in  the  kingdom;    that  in 
the  House  of  Lords,  where  it  was  proposed  br 
the  duke  of  Devonsiure,  there  were  only  So 
voices  against  it,  and  that,«on  being  sent  to  the 
House  of  Commons,  there  was  a  majority  of 
264  against  121,    But  whatever  opinion  might 
be  formed  of  the  justice  of  the  right  exercised 
[^parliament,  in  repealing  the  triemiial  act 
and  substituting  septennial  parliaments,  yet  i€ 
can^  scarcely  be  contested,  that  it  has  in  eSect 
been  highly  advantageous  to  the  well-being  of 
tbe  legislature,  and  to  the  real  interest  of  the 
nation.    The  Speaker  Onslow,  who  \vas  no  ill 
judge  of  parliamentary  proceedings,  was  fre- 
quently heard  to  declare,  that  thepassing  of  the 
Septennial  Bill  formed  the  era  or  the  emaocif 
pation  of  the  British  House  of  Commons  from 
Its  former  dependence  on  the  crown  and  tha 
House  of  Lords.      From  that  period  it  lias 
risen  in  consequence  and  strength.*'    Coxe'a 
Walpole. 

<*  This  has  been  thoasht  by  many  an  uncon- 
stittttionai  exertion  of  their  authority;  and  tbe 
reason  given  is,  that  those  who  had  a  power 
delegated  to  them  for  three  years  only,  could 
liave  no  right  to  extend  that  term  to  seven 
years.    But  thii  hds  always  app<»i:^  to  otf  to 
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•spedftUj  in  the  present  temper  of  the  nation, 
A>r  tbough  the  rebellion  was  happily  soppresied, 
jet  the  spirit  of  it  remained  unconquered,  and 
teeoted  only  to  wait  for  an  opportunity  tosbeir 
itself  with  more  violence  :  that  the  election  of 
a  new  parliament,  which  by  the  trie|inial  act 
was  not  far  o£F,  being  the  most  favourable  junc^ 
tore  which  the  disefiected  could  eipect,  he 
theaght  it  absolutely  necessary  to  deprive  them 
of  it:  For  which  purpose,  he  had  n  Bill*  to 
effer  to  the  House,  for  enlarging  the  continuance 
of  parUaments ;  and  at  the  same  time  be  moved 
it  might  be  read. 

He  was  seconded  by  the  earl  of  Rockingham, 
and  backed  by  the  duke  of  Argyle,  the  earl  or 
Dorset,  and  lord  Townshend. 

The  duke  of  Buckingham,  the  lord  Trevor,  the 
earls  of  Nottingham  and  Aylesford,  and  several 
other  Peers,  though  they  did  not  directly  op- 
pose the  bill,  yet'  were  for  putting  off  the  read- 
ing of  it  to  another  time :  they  did  not  deny, 
but  that  every  member  of  that  House  had  the 
privilege  of  eflfering  wjiat  bill  he  thought  fit ; 
btft  that  the  House  was  likewise  at  liberty 

•4  «i       i  I  ■  I  »      ■  li  I  < 

be  a  fallacious  mode  of  considering  the  subject. 
Before  the  triennial  act,  6  W.  and  M«  the  du- 
Mtion  of  parliament  was  only  limited  by  the 
pleasure  or  death  of  the  king :  and  it  never 
can  be  supposed  that  the  next,  or  any  suc- 
ceeding parliament,  had  not  the  power  of  re- 
pealing the  trienniltl  act ;  add  if  that  had  been 
done,  then,  as  before,  they  might  have  sat 
seventeen  or  seventy  years.  It  is  certainly 
trae,  that  the  simple  repml  of  a  former  statute 
would  have  extended  their  continuance  much 
beyond  what  was  done  by  the  Septennial  act.'' 
Biackstooe's  Commentaries,  vol.  3.  p.  189^ 
Christian's  editjon. 

*  After  reciting  the  act,  6th  William  and 
Mary,for  making  parliaments  Triennial^  the  pre- 
amble of  the  bill  goes  on  thus,  **  And  whereas, 
H  hath  been  found  by  experience,  that  tbe  sai4 
clause  bath  proved  very  grievous  and  burthen- 
some,  by  occasionib^  much  greater  and  more 
continued  expences,  in  order  to  elections  tyf 
members  to  serve  in  parUameot,  and  more  vio- 
lent and  lasting  heats  and  juiimosities  among 
the  subjects  of  this  realm,  than  were  ever 
known,  before  the  said  clause  was  enacted ;  and 
the  said  provision,  if  it  should  continue,  may 

?robably  at  this  juncture,  when  a  restless  and 
opish  faction  are  designing  and  eodeavourinc 
to  renew  the  rebellion  withm  this  kingdom,  and 
an  invasion  from  abroad,  be  destruc&-e  to  the 
peace  and  security  of  the  government :  Be  it 
enacted,  that  this  present  paHiament,  and  all 
parliaments  that  shall  at  any  time  hereafter  be 
called,  assembled  or  held,  shall  and  may  re- 
ipeorively  !iave  continuance  for  ■  ;  years, 
and  no  longer,  to  be  accounted  from  the  day  on 
which,  by  the,  writ  of  summons,  tl.i:)  present 
parliament  hstb  been,  or  any  future  parliaments 
shall  be  appointed  to  meet,  unkss  this  present, 
or  aoy  such  parliament  hereafter  to  be  sum- 
mon^, shall  be  sooner  dicsoUred  by  hif  ma- 
jesty^ hift  heirs  or  successors*" 


either  to  read  it  or  not,  as  they  thought  ooa-* 
venient ;  and  that  the  matter  proposed,  was  of 
so  high  a  nature,  that  it  well  deserved  to  be 
mati^y,  weighed  and  considered,  before  there 
were 'any  debates  upon  it;  and  therefore  they 
moved  that  the  Bill  might  lie  some  days  upon 
tbe  table,  before  the  first  reading. 

The  lords  who  were  for  reading  it  presendy 
answered  them.  That  it  was  far  firom  their 
thoughts  to  offiprat  the  carrying  any  thing  by 
surprise :  that  by  the  ordinary  qiethod  of  pro- 
ceeding, every  member  had  a  sufficient  time  to 
weigh  and  consider  what  was  offered  to  the 
House.  Then  the  earl  of  Dorset  proposed. 
That  after  the  Bill  had  been  once  read,  the 
second  reading  should  be  put  off  to  the  Satur- 
day following;  to  which  tbe  House  agreed  * 

April  14.  This  Bill  being,  according  to  order, 
read  a  second  time,  the  lord  Cowper  put  the 
question.  Whether  it  should  be  committed? 
Upon  which,  there  arose  a  warm  debate. 

The  Earl  of  Abingdon  who  spoke  first  against 
the  Bill,  said  '*  That  it  was  of  a  very  extraor- 
dinary nature,  since  it  repealed  the  Triennial 
Act,  which  the  people  justly  looked  upon  as 
the  great  security  of  their  rights  and  liberties ; 
and  that  if  it  passed  this  House,  and  the  Com- 
mons agreed  to  it,  it  would,  on  their  part,  be  a 
breach  of  that  trust  which  was  repos^  in  them 
by  thqse  whom  thev  represented." 

The  latter  part  of  this  assertion  was  denied  by 

TheDukeofXtTi^sfon,  who  urged  '*  That  the 
business  of  the  legislature  was  to  rectify  old 
laws,  as  weW  as  to  make  new  ones." 

.  The  Earl  Foulet  spoke  next  against  the  Bill 
and  declared,  "  That  be  would  have  been  for  it 
if  he  thought  it  for  the  kingfs  service  and  inter 
est;  but  that  before  they  went  any  furth^i] 
SQ  implortant  an  afi^yur,  some  method  should  h< 
used  to  know  the  sehtiments  uf  the  nation.  Hi 
lordship  urged.  That  this  Bill  shewed  a  distroi 
of  the  affections  of  the  people,  without  whicl 
no  king  can  be  either  safe  or  ea^ :  thnt  kin 
William  gained  the  hearts  of  his  subjects  fa 
the  Triennial  Act ;  aud  it  would  look  eonM 
what  strange,  that  the  most  popular  of  our  lav 
should  be  repealed  a  year  after  the  Protestai 
Succession  took  place.  After  this,  he  eiidei 
voured  to  answer  what  was  sagflested  io  sit] 
port  of  this  bill,  viz.  1st,  That  nrequent  ele 
tions  occasion  ruinous,  expences ;  2dly,  Xtu 
they  raise  a  great  ferment,  and  foment  anina 
silies  which  are  of  the  most  dangerous  cons 
queuce,  after  the  late  rebellion ;  and  Sdly,  tfa 
they  obstruct  foreign  alliances.  He  said,  Xh 
no  stress  ought  to  be  laid  on  the  first  ^Ftho 


*  '<  Whitehall,  April  10, 1716.  The Sepce 
nial  Bill  was  this  day  brought  into  the  lfo« 
of  Lords  by  the  duke  of  Devonshire,  secrond 
by  lord  Rockingham,  and  there  appeared  | 
little  spirit  or  power  to  Appose  it.  Whets  c 
is  passed,  we  may  perhaps  be  able  to  spea.li 
a  more  peremptory  ma^er  to  France^  tl 
we  have  done  ye't."  Lord  Townshend  to  f 
race  Walpole.  Ckixe's  Walpole. 
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objt^CiMs,  expeooes  at  electioos  being  volua- 
tmry :  that  as  to  ttie  second,  be  was  Sorry  tbere 
bad  beep  a  rebelHoOy  but  that  jdow  iC  was  hap- 
pii/  soppresaed :  and  as  to  the  third  sugf^estion, 
Tim  tbnt  was  of  no  weight  with  him,  it  being 
Iiis  opinion,  that  in  a  matter  which  so  nearly 
coBcems  our  constitutioO)  we  ought  to  have 
regard  to  ourselves  only,  and  not  to  foreign- 
ert;  upon  all  which  considerations,  he  was 
■gainst  the  commiutog  of  this  Bill." 

tbe  Earl  of  Dorset  said,  **  That  tbey  wbo  now 
^oke  against  this  Bill,  woald  be  for  it,  if  it 
served  their  turn :  thQt  the  Triennial  Act  was  a 
new  law,  «nd  ^n  alteration  of  the  old  constita- 
ttou :  that  the  experience  of  twenty  years  having 
shewn  a  thousand  inconveniencies  that  attend 
that  law,  they  ought  to  apply  a  remedy  to  it : 
that  Che  said  law  sowed  the  seeds  of  corniption, 
it  being  notorious,  that  ^reat  numbers  of  per- 
sons  bad  no  other  livehhood,^  than  by  being 
employed  in  bribins  corporations :  that  we  had 
lately  made  a  sad  experience  of  it,  since,  by 
those  methods,  a  parliament  was  procured  by 
the  last  ministry,  which  gave  sanction  to  most 
of  their  ill  measures,  and  went  near  to  give  up 
the  trade  and  liberties  of  the  nation :  that  Tri* 
eonial  elections  destroy  all  family  interest,  t^ad 
subject  our  excellent  constitution  to  the  ca- 

?rice  of  the  multitude;  and,  in  short,  that  by 
nennial  elections,  we  have  but  a  Triennial 
government,  which  is  little  better  than  no  go^ 
vemment,  at  all :  for  which  reasons  be  was  for 
tbisbiU." 

Tbe  Lord  Trevor  declared,  "  That  he  bad 
no  manner  of  prejudice  to  those  who  bropght 
in  the  bill :  that,  on  the  contrary,  be  had  all 
tiie  honour  and  respect  fur  that  noble  peer  who 
ofiered  it  to  the  House;  being  satisfied,  that  he 
thought  it  to  be  for  the  interest  of  his  king 
and  coontry :  that  as  for  Iiis  own  part,  all  be 
«imed  a^  was  the  preservation  of  our  excellent 
constitution,  and  tiiat  tbe  crown  might  sit  easy 
on  the  king's  head,  and  be  for  ever  secured  to 
bis  royal  familyi  for  whom  be  professed  the 
flincerest  aEections  that  the  question  now 
lying  before  them  wa^  whether  the  law  they 
wen  going  to  make,  tended  to  the  eood  or 
pf ^udioe  of  the  constitution  f  That  be  him- 
•cftf  looked  upon  the  Triennial  Act  as  an  essen- 
tial part  of  our  ancient  constitution,  according 
tc  which,  frequent  and  even  annual  parlia- 
xncnts  we^  to  be  held :  that  lie  could  easily 
prove,  that  long  parliaments  were  always  per- 
■icioos:  that  when  king.  Charles  1,  had  given 
np  bis  prerogative  of  dissolving  parliaments,  in 
1040,  he  g9ve  himself  up  into  the.  hands  of 
traicofs,  and  bad  nothing  but  destruction  to 
expect  from  them :  that  &er  tbe  Restoration, 
^ang  Cfairles  S  foond  tbe  inconveniences  of  a 
loog  {MiaouDt:  that  as  soon  as  the  nation 
had  opportunity,  by  the  Revolution,  to  assert 
tbair  just  rights  and  liberties,  tbe  Triennial 
Act  was  insisted  on,  and  gained,  at  last,  with  a 
p»^  dealof  iopposition :  that  tbere  were  very 
|PiM&  vmI  Cflgent  reasons  for  making  this  law,  vis. 
T««i^port  the  coostitotkm;  tctprerent  encroach- 


•  menu,  either  of  parliaments  on  tbe  orown,  or 
of  the  crovrn  on  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the 

*  people;  and  to  correct  abuses  and  exorbi-' 
tanees  computted  through  the  ambition  and 
avarice  of  mitiisters:  that  he  would  not  be 
thought  to  reflect  on  tbe  present  adn^inistra^ 
tion ;  but  that  in  his  opinion,  frequent  elec- 
tions ^ere  a  necessary  right  of  the  subject  to 
remedy  abuses :  that,  for  his  o^n  part,  he  had 
ever  beeh  against  the  bill  for  limiting  the  num- 
ber of  oibcers  in  tbe  House  of  Commons;  but 
if  the  Triennial  Act  were  repealed,  he  thought 
that  bill  would  become  aery  necessary,  because 
the  long  Sitting  of  parliaments  would  give  the 
crown  both  an  opportunity  and  temptation  to 
multiply  the  numbe^  of  officers:  that  some 
reflections  had  been  cast  on  tbe  last  parlia- 
ment ;  but  that,  in  his  opinion,  that  parliament 
was  chosen  by  the  same  meth9d  as  the  pre» 
sent  was,  vias^  by  great  expences ;  that  hm 
owned  this  to  be  a  great  abiise ;  but  that  lawa 
might  be  made  to  rectify  tbe  same :  that  if 
this  bill  passed,  bow  could  any  member  oi  tbe 
other  House  expect  to  preserve  his  interest 
with  those  who  chose  him,  when  this  bill  would 
certainly  be  interpreted  both  a  violation  of 
their  right,  and  a  breach  of  the  trust  reposed 
in  him?  That  if  this  House  of  Commons 
continued  themselves  beyond  the  time  for 
which  they  were  chosen,  they  were  no  mbre 
the  representatives  of  the  people,  but  a  House 
of  their  own  making :  that  be  was  sorry  there 
were  discontents  iii  the  country ;  but  that  be 
apprehended  this  Bill  would  rather  increase 
than  abate  them.  He  owned,  that  tbe  majo- 
rity of  this  House  of  Commons  were  honest 
gentlemen,  who  bad  the  interest  of  their  king 
and  country  at  heart;  but  that,  ip  his  opinion^ 
those  who  went  before  them,  did  not  come 
short  of  them  in  point  of  4^ty  and  afiection  to 
bis  majesty ;  for  it  was  tbey  who  established 
the  king  on  his  throne,  and  settled  his  revenue 
with  ail  the  cheerfulness  imaginable.  Con- 
cluding, that  wliat  be  had  suggested  flowed 
from  the  dread  of  the  ill  consequences  of  thia 
Bill,  which  might  rise  to  such  a  height,  as  to 
render  the  crown  nneasy  to  his  majesty ;  and 
that  be  owed  so  much  to  tbe  protesunt  suc- 
cession, that  if  he  could  believe  this  bill  to  be 
of  any  service  to  the  kipp  and  his  royal  family, 
be  would  be  entirely  for  it ;  but  that' as  he  waa 
of  a  quite  contrary  opinion ;  he  would  not 
have  a  bill,  obtained  in  the  best  of  reigns,  re- 
pealed in  the  first  year  of  tiiis  protestant  reign  ^ 
add  therefore  he  should  give  bis  opinion  against 
committing  it. 

The  Lord  Carteret  spo)ce  next,  and  owned, 
''That  firequent  parliaments  are  a  greet  se^ 
curity  to  the  people's  rights  and  liberties; 
but  then  be  observed,  that  this  bill  was  not 
against  frequent  sessions,  but  only  against 
fi^uent  elections;  that  they  ought  ma- 
turely to  weigh  and  consider  what  was  sng- 
gested  in  the  preamble  to  this  bill,  vis.  That 
I  there  is  a  restless  popish  faction  designing  and 
endeavouring  to  renew  the  rebellion  within 
this  kingdom,.  To  thif  pvpose  his  lordifaip 
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ohsenedf  That  of  all  rebellions  ibis  lait  was  tl»e 
most  rooDStrous  and  unnatural ;  for  all  other 
rebellions  were  carried  on  under  pretences 
of  Ubercy»  whereas  this  last  was  a  rebeUion 
tot  siavery:  that  as  to  her  .  allies  abroad, 
thoaph  he  could  not  saj,  that  they  expected 
this  billy  yet  it  was  reasonable  to  sappoie  that 
%hey  would  be  glad  to  see  it  pass  into  a  law ; 
far  hating  found|  by  sad  ezpenence^  that  great 
(Ganges  may  be  made  in  the  best  cpncerted 
measures,  by  different  parUaroents,  influenced 
by  different  ministries;  se  if  they  had  not 
tome  stcurity  for  the'  treaties  bis  au^esty  was 
BOW  entering  into  with  them^  a  strong  tide 
might  come,  upon  a  new  election,  that  aiigbt 
overtura  all :  tbaf,  in  short,  this  bill  would 
fix  the  king,  and  the  present  bappy  settle- 
ment, on  a  lasting  foundation ;  and  therefore 
be  wa&  for  oommittiog  it,** 

'  The  Bake  of  Buckinghtun  stood  op,  and 
declared,  **  That  be  woald  not  b6  against  this 
fiill,  if  he  thought  it  for  the  king^s  interest  and 
eertice;  but  that  he  wUS  afraid  the  crown 
wouM  be  the  worse  for  it :  .that  the  Triennial 
Act,  mighlji  indeed  be  subject  to  some  incon- 
veniences ;  btit  that  the  best  things  are  not 
^empt  from  diem;  that  means  shouM  be 
fbmnd  out  and  ptirsaed,  to  remedy  those  in- 
conveniencies,  bat  instep  of  that,  tbey  now 
were  going  to  repeal  a  good  law^  and  alter  the 
constitution,  *  Pray,  my  LoHs.*  said  his  Orace, 

*  consider  what  you  are  doing:  WMiy,  to  pre- 
*vent  robbing  on  the  high-way,  you  forbid 

*  travelling/  If  k  tnan  breaks  his  leg,  shall  a 
surgeon  tell  him  he  mast  be  ffaxed,  and  altet 
bis  cortstitntion  ?  He  oitned.  That  there  was 
a  great  ferment  in  the  aation,  and  he  was 
vert  sotry  for  it:  but  that  he  thooeht  this 
BiU  a  very  improper  remedy  for  it.  And  he 
remembered  it  had  been  said  in  their  House, 
That  it  would  fleter  be  ifrell  in  England,  till 
there  were  annual  parliaments;  that  king 
William;  who  was  a  wise  prince,  made  himself 
and  his  people  easy  by  the  Triennial  act :  and 
be  was  afrmd  the  bill  now  in  question,  would 
bavd  a  quite  contrary  effect ;  and  therefore, 
he  was  agaidst  it  at  this  time,  whaterer  he 
ibil^ht  be  at  (mother  junctore:  that,  in  his 
opinion  the  late  rebellion  was  n<5t  a  sufficient 
reason  fbt  repealing  the  Triennial  act;  that 
the  rebds  were  rash,  inconsiderate  men,  who 
fither  had,  of  were  to  pay  dear  for  their 
ra^nete  and  folly ;  but  that  both  they  and  their 
iKends  were  inconsiderable  i  that  tliey,  per- 
haps, might  whisper  discontent  and  treason  in 
comers;  bat  that,,  he  hoped,  it  was  not,  nOr 
•ver  would  be  iu  their  pow^r  to  do  hanh  ^  So 
that  upon  the  whole  matter,  he  was  against 
the  Bill. 

The  Earl  of  Ckoimoudeky  said,  <<  That  be  did 
not  design  to  compliment  any  one  in  power, 
ti\ktT  new  or  in  suae  to  cou^  bat  that  he 
iroukl  freely  speak  his  sentimenu,  according  t» 
ttie  dkialel  ef  his  reason  and  es—aiencet  that 
be  taade  m»  deubt,  but  thai  the  ki^sbtore  m 
WiUi«  «ipra»e  fower  to  r^jt^y  any  ilH 


coBVeoiendies  to  which  any  former  law  may,  by. 
experience,  be  found  to  be  subject ;  and  th» 
being  the  Case  of  tlie  Triennial  Act,tb^oughtto 
remedy  the  same :  that  what  bad  been  sntgest- 
ed  in  relation  to  the  long  parliamtfit  inking 
Charles  the  lid's  reign,  was,  in  his  opinion, 
rather  an  ai]^am«flt  for,  than  agaiost  this  bill : 
for  thoughf  10^  that  pariiaroeot,  the  king  bad 
many  pei^ners,  who,  at  first,  complimented 
him  with  moQey,  yet,  at  laat,  whea  the  interest 
of  the  nation  came  to  be  at  stake,  they  ?oted 
for  a  war  with  France,  and  prosecuted  tke 
I^opisb  Flot  with  the  utmost  vigour:  that  diey 
bad  lately  seen  what  a  corrupt  Parlianoent  may 
do,  and  by  what  means  such  A  Parliament  oaiiy 
be  got :  and  every  one  might  euess  bow  there 
came  to  be  a  debt  of  500»OOo7.  upon  the  civil 
list :  that  he  did  not  mention  this  to  irritate 
against  persons,  but  against  things :  that,  in  his 
opinitm,  there  Was  no  better  remedy  against 
corruption,  than  the  suppressing  frequent  elK- 
dons ;  which,  on  the  other  hand,  occasion  list- 
ing feuds  and  animosities  in  families :  that  be 
thought  this  bill  the  more  necessary,  becaose 
our  allies  will  thereby  have  a  security,  that  tbey 
shall  not  again  be  left  in  the  lurch:  and,  that 
in  consideration  of  the  great  benefits  that  will 
accrue  from  it,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  be 
was  for  committing  it.^ 

He  was  answered  by 

Lord  Ferrers,  who  principally  enkiged  on 
the  excellency  of  our  constitutioa ;  be  took 
notice,  that  the  dififerent  branches  of  the  legi^ 
latiire  are  a  check  to  one  another,  which  pre- 
vents exorbitAnce  in  the .  administration,  and 
dragooning,  as  in  Turkey,  and  other  arbitrary 
governments ;  and  suggested,  that  thepenskwa- 
ry  parliaoient  itiad^  king  Charles  2  uneasy,  bj 
makin^m  neglect  the  auctions  of  his  people ; 
and  concluded,  he  was  afraid  that  the  repealing 
th^  Triennial  Act  would  have  the  same  effect) 
and  therefore  he  was  against  it. 

To  this 

The  Duke  of  Nemcastle  answered,  thatitbad 
already  been  rightly  observed,  that  though  the 
long  parliament  of  king  Charles  2  at  first  cooi- 
plimentad  that  prince,  yet  they  afterwards 
vigorously  opposed  deatractive  measures,  aad 
iusisted  on  a  war  with  Franoe.  Then  pMang 
over  leas  matenai  objeetioas,  he  urged,  that  the 
preatnt  haopy  settlement  covld  not  be  maio- 
tained,  witnout  taking  away  thA  ateda  af  cor* 
nipfeioffr  t  that,  no  cause  ever  nrisoarmd  in  se 
naaajr  instancea  as  that  of  the  reibtb  ;  but  thsl 
notwithstanding  their  defeat  at  Praatoa  and 
Daablain ;  their  beiag  driven  out  ai  Soat- 
laad^  with  tbeur  kiag  at  their  hea4 ;  ^aeirdisa^ 
potntmeats  k  other  parts;  and  the  aaeoutiea 
of  some  of  their  leaders;  tbeiAcafaaMtwaeas 
inaolaot  at  ew  s  that  this  was  tbit  reaaoa  why, 
in  a  kte  debate  hi  Ibis  Uousd,  hA  wi|a  Agpnast 
lenity ;  alid  the  rather,  bcmast  ao  priaoe  aai 
ever  aaora  naturally  inclined  to  aierej,  than  hit 
presAnt  tmjetitj ;  for  no  priaoe  evar  had  se 
many  rehds  in  bis  power^aad  aetAr  wmtm  few 


puhiibAd«    My  l(Hda,  mi  H  Z*b  —»»■#. 
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slreii}^tnyoorsehre9y  anj  disafni  yoor  enemies, 
it  is  oot  to  be  doubted,  but  the  late  uniititural 
And  monstrous  rebellion  was  raised  and  foment*" 
ed  by  large  contributions  of  a  restless  Popinh 
faction  :  the  same  means,  my  lords,  mM  be  used 
to  renew  the  rebellion,  a»  soon  as  a  proper 
opportunity  o&rs.  Their  emissaries  are  basy 
everywhere  to  keep  up  the  spirits  of  the  people 
for  a  yetfr  longer,  and  then  they  hope  to  retrieve 
all  by  a  new  election.  He  concluded,  that 
thoogb  the  allies  would  not  make  any  thing  done 
aooDg  us  an  Article  of  their  treaties,  yethavirt^ 
the  sad  experience  of  being  left  in  the  lurch, 
tliey  would  certainly  enter  into  alliances  with  us 
with  more  confidence,  if  theyvsaw  that  oar  go- 
renmient  was  not  precarious :  upon  all  which 
considerations,  he  declared  himself  in  favour  of 
the  bill. 

The  Earl  ofAyksford  standing  op  next,  pro* 
fessed,  in  the  first  place,  that  he  did  not  enter- 
tain the  least  pr^udice  avainsi  this  bill  on  ac- 
coDDt  of  those  who  brought  it  in ;  for  when  mat- 
tars  of  so  great  importance  came  under  delibe- 
ration, lie  had  no  manner  of  regard  to  any  de- 
Dooiination  of  parties ;  that  he  had  so  great 
in  aflection  for  his  majesty,  that  if  he  thought  it 
to  be  anywise  for  his  majesty's  service,  he  would 
readily  be  lor  it ;  bot  that,  in  his  opinion,  this 
bill  was  not  for  the  service  either  of  the  king  or 
country,  whose  interests  he  looked  upon  as  ih- 
fqmrable.  He  urged^  a«riong  other  tntn^,  that 
it  was  objected  against  the  Triennial  Act^  that 
frequent  electros  occasion  ruinoos  expences, 
and  create  feuds  and  animosiiies:  but  that 
these  objections  were  not  of  snfiicieBt  weight 
with  him,  to  induce  him  to  give  his  vote  for  re- 
pealing so  good  a  law ;  that  it  could  not  be  de- 
nied, that  a  great  deal  of  money  is  expended 
in  elsctiooSy  Imt  tbe  candidates  may  chose  whe- 
ther they^  will  spend  any  or  no  ;  that  it  may 
likewise  be  granted,  that  those  expences  lay 
the  foundation  of  corruption,  and  that  those 
«4io  Bwke  tbem,  are  in  hopes  to  get  either 
places  or  pensions;  but  that^  by  the  Trien- 
nial Act,  tbe  country  has  an  opportunity 
to  remedy  any  abuses  that  may  be  com- 
twitted  by  any  of  their  representatives,  v»ho, 
to  make  good  their  expences  at  elections, 
ihcNild  yield  to  the  temptation  of  a  place  or 
ptisaoo,  to  sacrifioe  their  votes  in  parliament ; 
vboeas,  on  the  contrary,  this  bill  willeatablish 
agnevaMce  and  take  away  a  remedy ;  that  as 
the  Trienikial  Act  gained  tlie  affections  of  the 
people,  it  was  to  be  feared  that  the  repealing 
of  it  woold  hare  a  contrary  efiect :  that  what 
kad  been  suggested  about  foreign  allies;  was,  hi 
bis  opimoD,  no  proper  argument  for  this  bill, 
ov  oooslktttieny  which  ou|^  to  be  altogether 
iBdc^Madent  on  foreigners,  being  solely  to  be 
caiwdeped  in  this  debate :  as  to  what  bad  been 
atiedged  concerning  the  disaffection  of  many  of 
kis  maiest/s  sabjects;  he  said,  he  mttf&onj  to 
kttrt£e  Mart  parliament  onjvttly  reflected  up6n, 
lisce  BO  Uoose  of  Commons  could  be  more 
%«ard  thafli  tbey,  in  shewing  tfaetr  affectiorr  to 
ios majesty;  and  they  not  only  readily  settled 
,  \m  <fl>oic4l  a  veward  of  100,009/. 
9 


for  the  apprehending  of  the  Pretender  to  hit' 
orown;  that  when  his  majesty  came  to  take' 
possession  of  his  throns)  he  was 'received  with 
the  general  acclamations  of  the  people :  that  he 
would  not  pretend  to  enter  into  the  reasons  of 
the  present  disaffection,  but  yet  he  uould  ven* 
ture  to  say^  that  it  had  been  easy  for  the 
king,  upon  coming  over,  to  have  united 
the  whole  kingdom;  that  he  wished  thert 
had  been  no  mistake  in  those  ywho  would  ap- 
pear to  be  tbe  king's  best  iheods.  Be  that 
as  it  would,  it  was  his  opinion  that  this  bill 
would  not  procure  that  good  agreement  be- 
tween king  and  country^  which  thev  who* 
brought  it  in  seemed  to  have  in  view  ;  bu^  on 
the  contrary,  might  end  in  the  destruction  oC 
tho^e  who  advised  it^  and  prore  miscbievou^t 
both  to  the  king  and  his  people,  as  tendifig  to. 
create  disunion  between  theo* :  that  be  hoped 
the  ferment  was  not  so  grea(  as  i(  was  reprer 
sented ;  and  besides,  no  man  coi;iI4  say^  ihiOt 
two  years  hence  the  people  woUld  h9  m  tbw. 
same  Hi  humour,  as  tiiey  were  said  to  boat  - 
present :  upon  all  wbidi  reasoa  he  wof  ^gmsl- 
this  bill. 

This  sptecb  was  answered  by 

Tbe  Edrl  of  Ilay,  who  begged  Isavo  to  offtr^ 
some  few  thoughts  of  his  own  upon  tbe  im^' 
portant  matter  that  was  und<;r  conside^on  s 
then  pursuing  the  chief  reasons  on  wlueb  thit 
bill  was  grounded,  he  urgi^,  iimoog  other 
things,  that  it  is  certain  frequent  elections  aoca*> 
sion  ruinous  expences;  and  it  is  no  Ifss  true, 
that  ruinous  expences  beget,  of  course,  corrup- 
tion ;  for  when  gentlemen  hove  laid  out  their 
estates  in  elections,  they  mi^st  exert  their  in- 
dustry to  find  out  some  means  to  make  them- 
selves amends ;  that  besides  this  evil,  frequent 
elections  are  agreat  occasion  of  vice,  debauch- 
trjf  and  decay  of  trade :  that  notwithstanding 
whatever  had  been  suggested  against  l6ng  par- 
liaments, it  was  undeniable,  tlmt  tbe  constitu- 
tion was  safe  under  a  parliament  of  17  years 
continuance,  in  king  Charles  Sd*s  reign ;  that, 
on  the  contrarjT,  it  was  certain,  that  firequent 
elections  occasion  great  heats,  and  even  impla- 
cable feuds  and  divisions  between  father  and 
son,  husband  and  wife,  brother  and  sister :  that, 
on  these  occasions,  when  pi^rty-healths  go 
round,  the  naming  of  one  general  before  ano- 
ther, oflen  produces  a  bloody  quarrel;  and, 
which  is  far  worse,  th^  sacred  nafne  of  the 
church  is  impiously  prophaned  in  tbe  streets, 
aad  commonly  joined  with*treason.  After  this 
he  made  some  remarks  on  our  antient  constitu- 
tion, in  relation  to  parliaments ;  and,  in  par- 
ticular, took  notice  of  tbe  great  change  which, 
in  process  of  time,  has  happened  in  the  qualifi- 
cation of  the  electors,  by  t£e  increase  and  pl^ty 
of  silver  and  gold  species  in  Earope;  for  forty 
sliillings  a  yenr  in  freehold,  which  Qualifies  a 
man  to  rote  in  elections,  was  formerly  as  good 
as  forty  pounds  is  at  present :  so  that  formerlj 
the  electors  were  cither  gentlemen  or  men  of 
fubstance,  whereas  the  msuority  of  theai  are  of 
the  dregs  of  the  people,  and  therefore  more  sub-' 
ject  to  corruption.    TVom  all  which  he  i  n  fcrred. 
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that  freqaent  el«ctioQ8  render  our  Koreminent. 
dependent  on.  the  caprice  of  the  multitude,  and 
very  precarious.  He  also  tooic  notice,  that  if 
the  heats  were  increased  since  the  king's  acces- 
sion to  the  crown,  it  was  chiefly  because  some 
persons,  who  had  a  great  opinion  of  their  own 
merit,  were  not  in  office ;  which  gave  him  an 
opportunity  to  vindicate  his  majesty  as  to  the 
distribution  of  his  favours,  and  the  rewarding 
tjiose  who,  in  the  worst  of  times,  had  shewn 
their  zeal  for  his  succession,  and,  during  the  late 
rebellion,  ventured  their  lives  for  his  majesty's 
s^vice.  Upon  the  whole  matter  his  lordship 
was  for  committing  the  bill. 


The  Earl  of  Peterborough  spole  next,  and 
said.  That  whether  he  was  in  employment  or 
Ao,  he  had  still  an  entire  affection  for  the  king, 
and  wished  he  could  give  his  vote  for  this  bill ; 
but  that  he  would  not  be  for  a  remedy  that 
might  cause  a  greater  evil.  As  to  what  had 
been  suggested  in  favour  of  those  who  ventured 
their  lives  to  serve  the  eovemment,  he  observed, 
that  men  who  cannot  nght  for  a  cause,  cannot 
die  for  it.  He  afterwards  said,  That  if  this  pre- 
sent parliament  continued  bevond  the  time  for 
which  they  w^re  chosen,  he  knew  not  how  to 
express  the  manner  of  their  existence,  unless, 
begging4eave  of  that  venerable  bench,  [turning 
to  the  bishops]  they  had  recourse  to  the  distinc- 
tion used  in  the  Athanastan  creed,  for  they 
would  neither  be  made  nor  created,  but  pro> 
ceediog,  &c. 

The  Earl  of  ^o^ri^Aom  spoke  next  on  the 
same  side,  and  said.  That  he  was  against  thb 
bill,  because  he  thouglit  it  would  rather  exas- 
perate, than  quiet  the  minds  of  the  people. 
That  this  bill  snewed  a  distrust  of  the  adectiont 
of  the  people,  and  an  intention  of  governing  by 
fear,  whicb,  in  his  opinion,  was  the  worst^way 
of  government :  And  God  forbid  bis  majesty 
should  have  no  prospect  of  eaining  the  affec- 
tions of  his  subjects.  That  tne  king  came  in 
universally  beloved,  and  was  received  with  the 
seoeral  i^xlamations  of  his  people  s  and  though 
be  could  not  assign  the  true  cause  of  the  present 
dissatis&ctionjt'yet  some  secret  cause  must  have 
beea  given  for  it :  That  he  hoped  the  people's 
dissdtisfaction  was  not  so  great  as  it  was  repre- 
sented :  That  the  rebellidn  was  enUrely  sup- 
pressed and  at  ai\  end ;  but  if  any  ferment  jret 
remained,  this  bill  was  a  very  improper  way  to 
allaj  it,  and  would  rather  rivet  the  disaffected 
in  their  prejudices  against  the  government, 
than  make  them  change  their  opinion ;  That 
one  of  the  ailments  urged  for  this  bill,  was, 
That  it  would  encourage  foreign  princes  and 
states  to  enter  into  alliances  with  us  ;  but  that, 
in  his  opinion,  the  same  might  have  a  contrary 
effect^  for  foreign  potentates  i;nay  be  deterred 
Irom  entering  into  measures  with  us,  when  thev 
shall  be  informed,  by  the  preamble  of  this  bill, 
that  the  Popish  faction  is  so  dangerous,  as 
that  it  may  be  destructive  to  tbe  peace  and  se- 
curity of  the  government :  and  may  apprehend 
from  this  Eill  that  tbe  government  is  so  weak, 
M»  to  want  10  extraordmary  a  prorisioo  for  its 


safety  ;  which  seems  tor  imply  that  the  gentle*  - 
men  of  Britain  are  not  to  he  truUed  in  a  new 
election  ;  and  that  the  good  affections  of  the 
people  are  restrained  to  so  small  a  number  as 
that  of  which  the  present  House  of  Commona 
consists.  Be  urgell.  That  frequenr  and  new 
parliaments  are  required  by  the  fimdamencal 
ooostittttien  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  that  the 
practice  thereof  for  many  ages  was  suibctent 
evidence  of  this  constitution.  That  this  bill 
was  so  far  from  preventing  oormption,  tbat  it 
would  rather  increase  it ;  for  the  longer  a  par- 
liament  is  to  last,  the  more  valuable  to  be  pur- 
chased is  a  seat  in  it,  and  the  greater  also  i^  tbe 
danger  of  corrupting  the  members  of  it ;  Tbat 
whatever  reasons  there  may  be  to  cuntiutie  this 
parliament  for  seven  y^ars..  will  be  at  least  as 
strong,  and,  by  the  conduct  of  the  ministry, 
may  be  made  much  stronj^er,  before  tbe  end  of 
seven  years,  for  continuuig  it  still  long.er,  aod 
even  to  perpeittate  it,  which  would  be  an  ab» 
solute  subversion  of  the  third  estate  of  the  realm. 
He  then  huited  at  the  danger  of  enlarging  tbe 
prerogative,  and  instanced  in  the  premdent  of 
king  Henry  the  8th  who  persuaded  his  parlia* 
meat  to  give  bim  the  Abbey  lands,  under  pre-  • 
tence  that  they  would  bear  part  of  his  expenccs, 
which  would  ease  them  of  taxes,  and  imptx>Te  - 
trade  ;  but  that  soon  after  he  demanded  and 
obtained  great  subbidies,  and  made  use  of  those 
lands,  which  be  had  so  ubtaioed,  to  enslave  the 
nation. 

To  this 

The  Duke  ofArgyle  said,  That  he  could,  bj 
no  means,  agree  with  the  noble  lord  that  spoke 
last,  either  as  to  the  beginning  or  end  of  the  re- 
bellion :  That  it  had  been  suggested,  that  the 
king  had  been  received  with  the  general  ac^ 
clamations  of  his  people  ;  bat  that  it  was  cer- 
tain, and  has  since  manifestly  appeared,  tbat 
whatever  arts  were  used  by  the  last  ministry  to 
bhnd  and  deceive  the  people,  designs  had  been 
laid  to  bring  in  the  Pretender  long  before  the 
king's  happy  accession  to  the  throne :  That  tbe 
disappointment  of  these  designs  was  entirely 
owing  to  Providence,  for  had  the  conspirators 
thrown  off  the  mask  sooner,  and  intproved  tbe 
ferment  tlieir  emissaries  had  raised  in  the  nation 
at  ^theelectioii  of  the  last  partiameni,  'tis  very 
probable  their  wicked  schemes,  for  setting  aside 
the  Protestant  succession,  bad  taken  place. 
That  he  wondered  therefore  that  any  lord  could 
be  piizsled  to  find  out  the  cause  of  the  present 
disaffection  ;  for  it  was  plain  it  proceeded  from 
the  false  representations  of  things  and  persons 
that  were  inilustriously  spread  abroad,  both  be« 
fore  and  since  his  majesty's  coming  in.  As 
to  what  had  been  suggested,  that  tlie  rebeliioa 
was  at  an  end,  he  o>)served.  That  the  Uebels 
had  only  shifted  their  head-quariers  from  Perth 
to  Paris  or  St.  Germains,  but  that  their  emisr 
saries  wesa  still.as  busy  and  insolent  as  ever  i» 
Great  Britain,  and  wanted  only  an  opportunity 
to  renew  the  Rebellion,  and  favour  an  invasion. 
As  to  what  had  been  hinted,  that  this  bili 
would  rivet  the  Jacobites  in  their  opinions,  he 
said^  That  was  no  good  ar^guuieot  against  it^  . 

Digitized  by  VjOOQI^ 


aosi 


PARL.  HISTORY,  2  GEORCi  I.  1715.— »i  the  House  o/L^^. 


13()G 


for  he  bad  seen  some  persons  oflen  shift  sides, 
and  dvEioge  their  opimonS|  aud  be  very  zealoos 
for  both. 

The  Earl  of  KotHngham  taking  this  reflec- 
tion to  bimaelf,  readily  owned',  That  he  was  for 
tome  tioM  agaiflbC  the  abjuration  oath,  because 
he  chooght  a  multiplicity  of  oaths  would  make 
(btMtKHi  uoyWe,  bat  that  as  so^  at  be  was 
coatinced  of  the  necessity  of  that  oath^  he  re»* 
dily  came  into  ir.    Hereupon 


The  Duke  of  ArgyU  said,  He  wis  sorry  that 
dint  noble  lord  took  to  himself  what  he  said 
oolyio  the  general. 

The  Duke  of  Shrewsbury  and  Lord  Parker 
who  spoke  next,  declared  themselves,  the  first 
of  thein  fhr,  the  other  a^nst  the  bill :  And 
then 

The  Lord  Comper  recapituhued  the  aigo- 
fflsots  that  had  been  urged  on  either  side ;  save 

roiiie  aocoont  of  the  triennial  act,  ana.  by 
mmoBJt  WAS  obtained;  and  vindicated 
the  king  and  government  as  (o  the  present  dis« 
stdsfaction ;  appealing  to  the  Lords  and  Com- 
monly wbeljber  the  leM  provooation  had  been 
^ren,  either  by  his  majesty  or  his  ministers ; 
«ad  asscrdngi  that  if  there  was  any  fault  pn  the 
king's  side,  i(  was  too  much  lenity  ;  and  that 
the  only  crime  that  oould  be  chal^  on  >  his 
ministers,  was  their  zeal  and  vigiknce  in  de- 
fencpof  hi»  majesty's  perspn  and  ggvenupent. 
Then  theEariofAyl^rd  havhiganaMred 
part  of  the  lordCowper's  speech : 

TlieBishoppf  l^Wonjsaid,  Tl»it  when  he 
came  to  the  House,'  he  kiiew  not  which  way 
he  should  give  his  vote,  and  hoped  to  be  guided 
and  determmed  bj  what  sjiould  be  offered  on 
bothsides  on  this  impqrtfint  subject :.  but  now 
be  owned  he  was  confounded  betwc^en  dai^gfers 
sod  inconveniencies  on  one  side,  and  destmo- 
tbn  on  ihe  other, 

ThrBari  ofAngle$ea  spokife  neit  with  agreat 
dm  of'vehedieoce  agiunst  the  bill;  and 

The  Duke  of  Buckingkamf  who  had  spoke  be- 
fore, closed  the  debate  with  saying,  **  That  he 
WIS  for  the  Bill)  hot  did  not  think  it  seasonable.^ 

At  length,  after  a  debtte  tfabt  had  lasted  iive 
booTii  the  question  that  the  bill  be  committed, 
bongpor,  it  was  carried  in  the  afinnative  bjT 
^  votes  ns  follows:  Content  7 r, '  Proxies 
19,— 90.Not*content43,Ptogues  18,-61. 

Prtdat  agoinsiike  Septennial  Bili.!  And 
M  the  Bill  was  coounitteid  to  a  Coroquttee  of 
tbe  whole  House,  for  Monday  the  16th ;  where- 
upon several  lords  entered  the  following  Pro- 
tot. 

**  Dissentient  i 
^  I.  liecai^  we  copceive  that  frequent  and 
^^  parliaments 'are  required  by  the  fnnda- 
"^cotil  constitution  of  the  kingdom,  and  the 
S^^^  thereof,  lor  many  ages,  (which  mani- 
^^Khrappears  by  our  records)  is  a  sufficient 
*^|fBe^()  proof  of  this  con^titutioji. 
Jk  BeoMse  it  is  ngre^,  that  the  House  of 


Commons  must  he  chosen  by  the  people,  and 
when  so  chosen,  tbey  are  truly  the  represch* 
tatives  of  the  people,  ^^hich  they  cannot  be  so 
properly  said  to  ba,  whfn  continued  for  a  longer 
time  than  that  for  which  they  were  chosen  ; 
for  after  that  time  they  are  chosen  by  the  par* 
liament,  and  not  by  thepeople,  who  are  there* 
by  deprived  of  the  only  remedy  which  they 
have  against  those  who  either  do  not  understand 
or  through  corruption  do  wilfuUy  betray  the 
trust  reposed  in  them;  which  remedy  is  to 
chuse  better  men  in  their  places. 

**  3.  Because  the  reasons  given  for  this  bill,  we 
conceive, /4vere  not  sufficient  to  induce  us  to 
pass  it,  in  subversion  of  so  essential  a  part  of 
our  constitution.    1«  For  as  to  the  amment 
that  this  will  encourage  the  princes  ana  states 
of  Europe  to  enter  into  alliance  with  uer,  we 
have  not  heard  any  one  minister  assert,  that 
anjr  one  prince  or  state  has  asked,  or  so  much 
as  insinuated,  that  they  wished  such  an  altera- 
tion.   Nor  is  it  reasonable  to  imagine  it :  (or  it 
cannot  be  expected  that  any  prince  or  state  can 
rely  upon  a  people  to  defend  their  liberties  and 
interests,  who  shall  be  thought  to  have  given  up 
so  great'  a  pait of  their  own ;  nor  can  it  b« 
prudent  for  them  to  wish  such  an  experiment 
to  be  made,  afier  the  experience  that  Europe 
has  bad  of  the  great  things  this  nation  has  doqn 
for  them,  under  the  constitution  which  is  to  be 
altered  by  this  bill.    But  on  the  other  band^ 
they  may  be  deterred  from  entering  into  mea- 
sures with  us,  when  they  shall  be  mformed  bf 
the  preamble  of  this  bill,  that  the  popishiactioa 
is  so  dangerous,  as  that  i^  "may  be  destructive 
to  the  peace  and  security  of  the  government;, 
and  may  apprehend  from  this  bill,  that  the  go-, 
vernment  is  so  weak,'  as  to  want  so  extraordi- 
nary a  provision  for  its  safetv;  which  seems  td 
imply,  that  the  gentleroeri  of  Britain  are  not  to 
be  trusted  or  relied  upon ;  and  that  the  good. 
a6fections  of  the  people  are  restr^ed  to  ^so 
small  a  number,  as  that  of  which  the  present 
House  of  Commons  consists.    3.  We  conceive 
that  this  bill  is  so  far  from  preventing  expences 
and  corruptions,   that  it  will  rather  increase, 
them  ;  for  the  longer  a  parliament  is  to  last 
the  more  valuable  to, be  purchased  isast«itioa 
in  it,  and  the  greater  also  is  the  d^ger  of  cot^ 
ruptingthe  members  of  it :  J^or  ii  ever  there 
should  be  a  ministry,  who  shall  want  a  parlia-^ 
ment  to  screen  them  from  the  just  resentment  - 
of  the  people,  or  from'  a  dbcovery  of  their  ill 
praaicesto  the  king,  who  cannot  otherwise^' 
or  so  truly  be  informed  of  them,  a|»  by  a  free 
parliament,  it  is  so  much  the  interest  of  such  a 
ipinistry  to  influence  the  elections,  (which^  by  - 
their  authority,  and  the  disposal  of  the  public ' 
mofiey,  they,  of  all  others,  have  the  best  means 
of  doing)  that  it  is  to  be  feared  they  will  be 
tempted,  and  not  foil  to  make  use  of  them ; 
and  even  when  the  members  are  chosen,  they 
have  a   greater  opportunity  of  inducing '  veiy 
many  to  comply  with  them  than  they  could  have 
if  not  only  the  sessions  of  parliament  but  par- 
liament itself,  were  -reduced  to  the  ancient ' 
and    primitive  constitution  <  and  prpctioe  ef 
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frequent  and  new  parliaments:  for  as  a  good 
ministry  will  neither  practise  nor  need  corrup- 
tion, so  it  cannot  t>e  any  lord's  intention  to 
provide  f  »r  the  security  of  a  i»ad  one. 

"  4.  We  conceive  tliat  whatever  reasons  may 
induce  the  Lords  to  pass  tl^s  bill  to  continue 
this  parliament  for  seven  years,  will  at  least 
be  as  strung,  and  may,  by  die  conduct  of  the 
ministry,  be  made  much  strong'er  before  the 
end  of  s^ven  years,  for  continuing  it  still  longer, 
and  even  to  perpetuate' it,  which  would  be  an 
express  and  absolute  subversion  of  the  third  es- 
tate of  the  realm.  (Sifrned.)  Somerset,  Shrews- 
btfrv,.  Anglesey,  Osborne,  Compton,  Bristol, 
Tadcaster,  Nottingham,  Abingdon,  Guilford, 
Aylesford,  Foley,  Ashbuniham,Mansel,Gower, 
Bathurst,  Weslon,  Bruce,  Willoughby  de  Broke, 
Powlet,  Dartmouth,  Bindley,  Strafford,  Trevor, 
Monrjoy,  Northampton,  Pr.  Roffen,  P.  Hereford, 
Fr.  Ce^triens.  Salisbury.** 

The  Septennial  Bill  posset  the  Lords."]  April 
16.  The  Iluuse  of  Lords  in  a  committee  of  the 
whole  House,  corfsidered  of  the  said  bill,  and 
most  of  the  Peers  who  had  spoken  before,  made 
speeclies  for  or  against  it. 

The  Bitliop  of  Rochester,  who  had  not  yet 
•pokenon  this  subject,  said,  **  That  if  this  bill 
were  never  so  good  in  itself,  it  was  very  unsea- 
soiMible,  because  very  unpopular,  and  altogether 
useless^  the  rebellion  being  crushed,  and  the 
power  of  France  not  be  feared ;  now  especially, 
when  we  hove  a  glorious  standing  army,  and  a 
ministrv  that  knows  bow  effectually  to  engage 
the'  aroctiont  of  the  4»eople.'' 

The  Committee  having  gone  through  the 
bill,  and  ordered  the  blank  before  the  word 
'years* to  be  filled  up  with  the  word  Seven,  the 
<]^uetftion  was  put,  whether  the  same  should  be 
reported,  in  order  to  be  engrossed,  which  was 
carried  in  the  affirmative  by  74  voices  against 

April  17.  The  bill  was  reported,  and,  without 

dividing,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  ;    and  being 

read  the  third  time  on  the  18th  of  April,  there 

arose  a  debate  « that  lasted  about  two  hours.. 

'Near  one  half  of  that  time  was  taken  up  by 

The  Earl  of  Nottingham,  who,  among  other 
Mnp,  demonstrated,  "^  That  counsels  for  en« 
laigrog  the  prerogative;  had  ever  been  pernici- 
one  to  the  crown."    To  this 

The  Duke  of  Argyle  said, "  That  not  being  so 
well  read  in  history  as  that  noble  lord,  he  would 
confine  himself  to  what  had  happened  in  bis 
civntime;  £tnd  [ii:a  he  had  observed  that  his 
Jorffsbip  bad  by  turn^  opposed  all  that  had  been 
ofli?red,  eithtr  Ibr  ti.e  mterest  of  the  crown, 
or  the  liberties  uf  the  people,  of  which  be 
jnjglit  easily  prudoct^  severiil  instances  ;  adding, 
jj«  did  not  ^voTider  there  appeared  already  so 
miicli  Joy  among  a  certah)  party,  over  a  repeni- 
iQgSianer**' 

Upon  the  whale  matter,  the  question  being 
puf,Wbeeb«r  tliid  tiili  shaU  pass?  it  woe  car- 
fi«d  in  tb«  af^^rmautfiy    by  a  majority  of  69 


voices  a|^8t  36 1  but  24  Lords  .protested 
against  it,  viz.  Somerset,  Aylesford,  Trevor, 
Mansel,  Gower,  Willoughby  de  Broke,  Bruce, 
Tadcaster,  Beiksliire,  Nottingham,  Noribamp- 
ton,  Fr.  Cebtriens.  Ashburnbam,  Dartnaootn, 
Powlet,  Foley,  Anglesey,  Strafford,  Bingly,  Fr. 
Roffeo.  Guilford,  Abingdon,  Shreirsbury,  Car- 
digan. 

TheSeptennialBiUsentdatBnto  ^AeCemmonf.] 
April  19.  The  Lords  baring  sent  Mr.  Justice 
Tracy  and  Mr,  Juspce  Dormer  to  acqnatot  the 
Commons,  that  they  had  passed  a  bill  intitoM, 
'  An  Act  for  enlarging  the  time  of  continuance 
'  of  Parliaments,  appointed  by  an  Act  made  in 
'  the  6th  year  of  king  William  and  queen  Mary,* 
to  which  they  desired  their  concnrrenoe  : 

The  Lord  Guernsey  immediately  roored,  to 
reject  the  bill,  without  reading  it :  but  because 
that  would  have  been  an  unprecedented  method 
of  proceeding,  the  House  would  not  agree  to  it, 
but  read  the  bill  the  first  time. 

Upon  the  question  for  a  second  reading, 
there  arose  a  debate,  of  v^hich  the'  most  re- 
markable passage  was,  that  an  eminent  mem- 
ber, who  had  b^n,  in  the  most  difficult  tiroes, 
very  zealoua  for  the  protestant  succession,  spoke 
agmst  the  bill,  and,  among  other  things  sug- 
gested, '*  That  it  was  an  imposition  of  the  Lords 
to  take  upon  them  to  direct  the  Commons  in  a 
matter,  which  solely  concerns  them,  as  guardian 
of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people."  He 
was  seponded  by  Mr.  Sbippen ;  bot  the  lord 
Conisfiby  made  them,  senstbte,  '*  That  their  ob- 
jection wts  altogether  groaodless^  and  the  resnlt 
of  their  want,  either  of  experience  or  memory ; 
for,  had  tfaey,  like  himself,  been  members  of 
that  House,  when  the  triennial  act  was  made, 
they  might  have  remembered,  that  the*  same 
was  begun  in  the  House  of  Lords,*  who  as 
part  of  thelesislature,  are  no  less  guardians  of 
the  liberties  of  the  subject,  than  the  Commons 
themselves."  Mr.  Fuller  and  the  lord  Guernsey 
spoke  afterwards  against  the  bill,  but  vpere  an- 
swered b?  the  lord  Stanhope,  eldest  son  to  the 
earl  of  Chesterfield ;  and  a  second  reading  was 
at  last  carried  by  a  majority  of  2T6  against  156. 

Six  PetitioM  against  the  Septennial  Bill.] 
April  S4.  The  foUowing  Petitions  against  the 
Septennial  Billf  were  presented  and  ordered 
to  lie  upon  the  table. 

*  See  ^ol.  5,  p.  754. 

t  '*  Since  your  brother's  happy  recovery  firom 
his  late  violent  illness,  the  whole  discourse  of 
the  town  and  even  the  country  too,  turns  upon 
the  repealing  the  Triennial  and  enacting  a  Sep- 
tennial bill  in  its  stead.  No  motion  was  at  first 
treated  with  more  coldness,  the  politicians  of  the 
Grecian  and  the  neighbouring  coffee-houses, 
fired  with  uncommon  warmth,  bdlowed  aloud 
against  it,  but  time  and  good  arguments  make 
them  espouse  the  quite  contrary  opinion  ;  you 
may  depend  on  it,  this  bill,  in  spite  ofaH  the 
drunken  mercenary  borough's  letters,  petitions, 
and  remonstrances  willl>e  carried  through  the 
House  of  Commons  by  a  cansidetmUe  iiiij<»« 
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1.  A  Petition  from  the  borough  nnd  town 
ofMtHborough,  in  Wilts,  setting  forth,  «*  That 
trherefs,  bj  our  ancient  congtitution,  it  hai 
been  esteemed  onr  greatest  security  to  preserve 
oor  Nberttes  to  have  frequent  and  short  parlia- 
ments ;  and  at  we  hear  there  is  a.  Bill  now  de- 
peading  in  tfib  House  to  prolong  this  parlia- 
ment :  and  prajing,  That  it  may  not  pass ;  hut 
that  the  Trienaial  act  maj  be  pi-eaerved  intire  in 
til  its  parts  witbout  anj  alteration  ;  that  being 
oftbegreatest  oopaequence  to  secure  our  liber- 
(iei,  properties^  and  holy  religion,  to  us,  and  to 
oor  poiterit^.'', 

9.  A  Petition  from  the  ancient  borough  of 
Mitflwrft,  setting  forth,  **  That  whereas,  by  our 
aocient  OMstitution,  it  bath  been  esteemed 
oor  greatMt  teen  rity  to  preserve  our  liberties  to 
have  fireqoept  and  short  parhamenta ;  and,  as 
we  hear,  there  is  a  bill  how  depending  in  this 
HoQse  to  prolong  this  parliament :  and  praying, 
That  it  may  not  pass  ;  but  that  the  Triennial 
act  may  be  preserved  intire  in  all  its  parts, 
witboot  any  idteration  ;  that  being  the  greatest 
bnlirark  to  secure  our  liberties,  properties, 
aod  holy  religion,  to  as,  and  to  our  posterity .'^ 

3.  A  Petition  from  the  town  and  port  of 
Halting,  setting  forth,  "That,  by  .the  laws 
aod  constitaUoD  of  this  kingdom,  no  parlia- 
ment is  to  continue  longer  tban  three  years; 
aad.  under  the  protection  of  that  law,  which 
we  look  upon  as  one  of  our  greatest  and  most 
vabable  privileges,  Vve  elected  our  last  mem- 
ben  of  parliament,  and'  thought  proper  to  en- 
trust tbem,  for  tHuee  years,  asx>ur  repres^ta- 
lives,  if  his  majesty  thought  proper  to  continue 
tbem  so  long :  that  bearing  a  bill  is  prepared, 
and  now  depending  before  the  House  of  reers, 
for  sharing  the  laws  now  in  being  relating  to 
parliaments;  and  for  continuing  this  present 
pariiaaent  for  a  longer  time ;  aod  praying  to 
take  the  same  into  consideration,  and  prevent 
the  said  Bill  passing  into  a  law ;  for  we  cannot 
bat  look  npon  ir  as  overturning  our  present 
coBstttution,  and  an  infringement  of  our  li- 
berties by  making  representatives  for  us  for  a 
longer  tiose  than  we  entmsted  tbem.'* 

4.  A  Petition  from  the  corporation  of  Cam- 
bfUge,  setting  forth,  "  That,  by  the  ancient 
cottstitation  of  this  kingdom,  the  frequent 
calliog  of  new  parliaments  has  always  been 
used,  and  esteemed  a  security  to  the  crown, 
aad  also  to  the  liberties  of  the  people  of  this 
realm :  that,  by  several  statdles,  and  particu- 
larly by  one,  made  in  ,the  c^ign  of  our  late 
soveitign  king  William  the  Third,  it  is  pro^ 
Tided,  That  no  pailiftment  shall  continue 
k>iicer  than  three  years ;  and  hearing  that  a 
biiiis  coming  from  the  House  of  Lords  to  con- 
tinue this  parliament  for  a  longer  time  than  is 


rity.  Lecbmere,  who  always  damns  every  thing 
that  does  not  originally  come  from  himself,  will 
batda  it  against  the  court  to  the  last ;  next 
Toeiday  the  grand  debate  will  be,  at  which  time 
I  derign  to  1^  present,  to  enable  me  the  better 
togtveyoa  an  acconut  of  it."  Mr.  Moyleto 
Hotact  Wslpole.  Coia^i  WiOpole. 


allowed  by  the  said  laws;  find  praying,  thai 
the  said  kws  now  in  being  may  be  cootinu«d| 
that  the  petitioners  may  have  frequent  oppor- 
tunities of  shewing  their  duty  and  iiffection  to 
his  majesty  king  George,  and  the  huppy  ^tab- 
lishment  in  church  and  state,  by  tUeir  cOustant 
electing  of  members  so  inclined." 

5.  A  Petition  from  the  borough  of  AKin^ 
don,  setting  forth,  <<  That  the  most  valuable 
privilege  we  enjoy  is,  that  of  being  repiesented 
in  parliament ;  so  we  cannot  but  be  very  much 
alarmed  when  any  infringement  is  like  lo  be 
m^de  on  that  privilege:  we  are  now  so  happy 
as  to  find  a  gentleman  who  truly  represents  us  as 
we  would  be  represented  ;  but,  as  we  cannal  be 
sure  that  this  will  always  be  the  case,  and  if 
we  should  ever  be  so  unfortunate  as  to  mistake 
in  our  choice,  being  allowed  but  one  I'epreseo- 
tative,  nothing  could  make  that  misfortune 
tolerable  to  us,  but  the  comfort  that  lie  could 
not  abuse  the  trust  we  reposed  in  him  for 
longer  than  three  years*  and  praying,  That 
this  House  will  not  be  wanting  in  their  en- 
deavours to  preserve,  as  well  to  us  as  our 
fellow-subjects,  that  liberty,  which  alone  can 
preserve  the  freedom  of  parliaments,  and  give  ' 
them  the  opportunity  of  laying  the  true  sense 
of  the  kingdom  before  his  majesty,  and  of 
callit)^  evil  ministers  to  accoimt ;  and  which 
will  |ive  us  the  more  frequent  occasions  of 
exercing  our  zeal  for  the  security  of  the  pre- 
rogative of  the  crown,  and  the  libertits  of  the 
subject." 

6.  A  Petition  from  the  borough  of  New- 
castle under  Line,  iu  the  county  of  Stafford, 
setting  forth,  "  That  whereas,  by  the  constitu- 
tion of  this  kingdom,  no  parliament  is  to  con- 
tinue longer  than  three  years;  under  the  pro- 
tection of  which  law  we  have  cho&en  our  re- 
presentatives whom  we  thought  fit  to  entrust 
for  three  years,  if  his  majesty  should  think  fit 
to  continue  this  parlianieni  so  long :  and 
having  heard,  that  a  bill  is  prepared  to  con- 

•tinue  this  parliament  for  a  longer  time;  we 
humbly  hope,  that  no  such  till  may  pass; 
which  we  cannot  hut  look  upon  as  overturning 
our  present  constitution,  and  an  infringement 
of  oor  liherties:  and  praying,  that  their  lilier- 
ties  and  privileges  may  be  preserved  and  iCoa«« 
tinned  to  them." 

Debate  on  the  Septennial  Bill  in  the  Com' 
mont.]  The»  the  Bill  was  read  the  second  time; 
and  a  motion  being  made,  and  the  qnestion 
put,  That  it  be  committed,  there  arose  a  waim 
debate,  that  lasted  from  two  in  the  afternoon 
untill  near  eleven  at  night.  The  speakers  for 
the  bill  were,  Mr.  Lvddal,  Mr.  Trevanian,  Mr. 
Molineaux,  Sir  John  Brownlow,  IVIr.  Hamp- 
den, Mr.  Molesviorth,  Mr.  John  Smith,  Lord 
Stanhope,  Mr.  Toun^,  Mr.  CraigKS,  Lord  Con- 
ingsby,  Mr.  Giles  £rle,  Sir  Richard  Steele, 
Mr.  Nerile,  Sir  Charles  Turner,  Sir  William 
Thomson,  Sir  Joseph  Jekyll,  Mr.  Secre- 
tary Stanhope,  Mr.  Aislabie.  The  speakers 
asainst  the  bill  were,  Mr.  Robert  Heysbam, 
Mr.  dneUi  Mr.  Shippeny   Lord  Paget,  Mr. 
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first  db^uiet  the  ounds  of  tbe  i^eop&et  tipc- 
cially  ^when  tliej  are  ex^RperMed  ^  aU  tbt 
endeavoors  of  men  averse  and  disaffected  lo 
the  goTemmeot.  However,  a  little  tine  nil! 
shew,  that  it  will  entirely  break  our  parti«t  and 
divisions,  and  by  that  means  lay  a  firm  aid 
solid  foundation  for  the  future  tranqfuuUity  tad 
happiness  of  this  kingdoB.  Besides,  if  this 
opportunity  be  bst,  you  may  possibly  Deter 
have  another,  at  least  so  good  a  one,  aot  only 
Co  coi^quer  but  even  to  enulicaie  that  spirit  k 
Jacobitism,  which  has  long  dwelt  among  m^ 
and  has  more  than  once  brought  this  natiao  to 
the  very  brink  of  ruin  aod  destractioa.  Sioct 
therefore,  witti  much  danger  and  4i$cuky,  we 
have  at  last  secured  our  religion^  laws,  and 
liberties,  when  all  was  at  stak%  from  dM 
treachery  of  the  late  ministry,  the  unaccoaat- 
able  proceedings  of  the  last  triennial  parlia* 
ment,  why  should  you  run  the  risk  of  haviags 
new  one  so  soon,  first  chosen  by  Frsrai 
money,  and  then  voting  by  French  <breotioai? 
Since  the  king  and  his  parliament  exert  their 
united  power  fur  the  good,  of  the  public,  sad 
to  retrieve  the  honour  of  the  natioq,  wkj 
should  they  not  continue  longer  together,  that 
they  may  nnish  what  they  have  so  unskoimoeslj 
and  so  happily  begun  ?  Upon  the  whole,  Sir, 
the  elisctors  and  people  of  all  the  boroughs  i& 
England  having  been,  for  several  years  pstt, 
bow  bribed  and  preached  into  the  Pre- 
tender's interest,  and  a  dislike  of  the  Protes- 
tant succession,  it  becomes  rather  necessity 
than  choice  to  apply  an  extraordinary  lemedj 
to  an  extraordinary  disease ;  therefore  I  sbaU 
give  you  no  farther  trouble,  but  make  you  i 
very  short  motion,  which  is,  That  this  hill  be 
committed. 

Mr.  Shippen*  spoke  against  th^  bill  as  ibl* 
lows  : 

Mr.  Speaker ;  I  know  my  duty  tp  this 
House,  and  tb^  consequence  of  any  uugjiarded 

*  «  J  love  to  pour  out  all  myself,  as  plain 
*'  As  downright  Shippen,  or  M&old  Monti^fie.* 

I5of£. 

The  noblest  testimony  to  the  dhisracter 
of  Shippen  was  given  by  sir  Bobert  Wal* 
pole^  when  be  declared^  which  he  reptatedlj 
did,  '<  That  he  would  nut  say  vio  m$ 
corrupted;  but  he  would  say  who  was  aot 
corruptible ;  that  man  was  Shippen."  Cose's 
Memoirs  of  sir  Robert  Walpole. 

"  He  was  consistent  in  conduct,  open  9ui 
frank  in  his  opposition  to  the  existiog  gorerih 
ment,  and  of  mflexible  honesty  and^ntijgri^; 
but  he  was  k  no  w  o  to  be  disa&cted  to  t^e  proto* 
^nt  succession,  aad  indeed  never  besitaicd  id 
•vow  his  sentiments.  This  may  account  for 
Pope's.panegyric,  but  it  ihakes  sir  Robert  Wsl- 
pole's  testimony  |to  his  character  more  maofy-' 
Pope's  Worksy  voL  4,  p.  80.  Bowles's  edit* 
1806.  ' 

A  more  particular  account  of  him  km 
Coxe's  Memoirs  may  not  be  unacceptable ; 
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Wykes,  Mr.'  Hutchinson, ,  Mr.  JeffmeSy  Sir 
Tliomas  Cross,  Sir  William  'Whitlock,  Mr. 
William  Bromley,  Mr.  Archer,  Lord  Guernsey, 
Sir  Xhomas  Hanmer,  General  Hoss,  Sir  Robert 
Raymond,  Mr.  Hungerford,  Mr.  Ward,  Mr. 
Waller  Chetwynd,  Mr.  Lechmere. 

Mr.  Lyddal,  who  opened  the  debate,  spoke 
fts  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker ;  You  have  now  under  your 
consideration  a  matter  of  as  great  weig^hc  and 
importance,  as,  I  believe,  ever  came  before 
any  parliament;  for  where  the  rights  nnd  li- 
berties of  the  subject  appear  to  be  concerned, 
then  certainly  it  is  fit  to  proceed  with  the 
utmost  caution  and  rejgard.  The  Trieunial 
act  was,  no  doubt,  originally  intended  as  a 
barrier  and  defence  of  those  rights  and  liber- 
ties, against  any  oppressive  or  arbitrary  inva- 
sions of  the  crown:  and  though  we  are  so 
happy  as  to  have  a  £ood  prince  now  upon  the 
throne,  who  is  likely  to  be  succeeded  by  one 
equally  so,  yet  such  great  blessings  were  never 
entailed  upon  a  people.  Nobody  can  be  more 
for  suppurtins  the  just  prerogative,  than  I  am, 
because  I  always  take  it  to  be  a  -  power  of 
doing-  good :  and  therefore,  if  upon  the 
stiictest  examination  I  could  6nd,  that  what 
is  at  prei»ent  proposed,  would  throw,  the  ba- 
lance of  power  tcfo  much  on  the  side  of  the 
crown,  I  should  then  think  it  not  only  hurtful 
and  dangerous  to  the  public,  but  fatal  aod 
destructive  to  the  constitution.  In  order  to 
enter  farther  into  this  subject,  ii  is  proper  to 
look  back  from  whence  a  bill  of  this  kind  first 
took  its  rise.  In  the  year  1640  a  bill  for 
Triennial  parliaments*,  or  that  which  was  very 
like  it,  was  passed;  but  with  a  clause  in  it^of 
a  hard  and  compulsory  nature,  derogatory  to 
the  crown,  and,  indeed,  unreasonable  in  itself, 
with  many  other  disagreeable  circumstances. 
It  is  well  known  what  was  the  consequence  of 
those  unhappy  differences,  between  the  king 
and  his  people.  After  the  Restoration,  in  the 
Idth  of^  king  Charles  the  Second,  this  act, 
which  immediately  preceded' a  long  and  bloody 
Civil  war,  was  repealed  by  another  act,  the 
preamble  of  which  is  very  remarkable  ;t  and 
thus  things  remained  untill  some  time  after  t^e 
Revolution,  when  king  William  was  prevailed 
upon  to  pass  this  now,  I  hope,  dying  law. 
J- am  sure  nothing  could  prevail  with  me 
either  to  enlarge  or  alter  this  act,  were  I  not 
convinced  by  comparing  the  arguments  on 
both  sides,  that  the  not  doing  of  it  is  liabl^  to 
more  ^uconvenience  and  danger.  If  you  do 
it,  you  effectuallv  strengthen  the  hands  of  the 
kingj  settle  and  maintain  the  Protestant  8uc< 
cession  by  destroying  the  vain  hopes  of  all  its 
enemies,  b  >th  at  home  and  abroad.  You  en- 
couraf^e  your  allies  to  join  with  you,  nay,  and 
to  dfpend  that  what  shall  hereafter  be  stipu- 
lare*}  .n»l  aureed  upon,  will  be  punctually  per- 
(ormetl       fliis   experiment  may,  perhaps, '  at 


*  :^*.e  Tol.  8,  p.  702, 
t  Scd  vol.  4|  page  S 
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exfiMinoM  better  ihan  totey,  tkmt  by  eay  biMs 
we  bite  elready  pessed,  we  btve  made  »a  wide 
agtp  in  tbe  coostiiauon,  diac  the  force  of 
tbe  kw  18  in  a  raemier  destroyed  ;  or  that, 
liy  My  thing  «»e  have  done,  we  have  pared  the 
way  to  a  &pocic  and  military  govenunent, 
the  greateft  calamity  that  can  hefal  a  free- 
bora  people.  Sach  reflectioDf  may  come  iirom 
permns  without  doors,  who,  rhough  they  may 


viihioMce  complain  when  their  libertiea  are 
isfaded^  yec  canliot  always  enter  into  the 
depth  and  wisdom  of  out-  oeunsds,  and  are 
too  apt  to  ceosttre  what  they  do  not  understand. 
No  member  can  regularly  arraign  any  bills  the 
tame  session  they  bare  obtained  the  force  and 
aaactioa  of  laws.  Bat  this  bill,  tboogh  it 
bath  already  got  throogh  the  most  difficult 
pift  of  iu  passage,  and  tboogh  it  will  in  all 
prsbabilky  be  the  oeit  law  that  shall  be  made, 
e  yet  vepassed,  is  yet  before  us  for  oar  cod- 
sidamtioB,  and  we  have  a  right  to  treat  it  wkh 
fftedam  ;  Freedom  of  speech,  I  presmne,  will 
Vfon  only  be  aUowed,  but  is  eipeeted   oa  this 

Stockport  school.  He  was  first  elected  mem- 
ber of  parliament  in  1707  for  Bramber  in 
Sussex;  and  in  1714  be  was  elected  for  New- 
ton in  I^mcashire,  which  plaoe  he  represented 
tin  his  death,  tiis  patettial  esute  was  not 
more  than  400/.  per  annnm ;  bat  he  obtained 
s  krge  fortune,  70,000/.  by  his  wife,  daogbier 
•ad  oo-heireeo  of  sir  Bichard  Stote,  knight,  of 
Northumberland,  by  whom  he  left  no  chiMken : 
his  mode  ef  living  was  simple  and  frugal.  He 
kept  up  a  constant  oorrespondeoce  with  Atter- 
bmy,  doriBg  bis  exile  ;  and  William  Morrice 
meniioos  him  in  one  of  his  letters,  as  a  person 
who  continued  fixed  to  his  principles,  or,  as  be 
expresses  himself,  as  honest  as  ever.  He 
Mems  to  have  had  no  covniry  residence,  except 
a  hired  house  on  Ricbmond*hill,  but  made  ex- 
onnions  in  summer  to  his  wife*s  rdations  in 
Noithumbetlaad.  Hit  osoal  place  of  abode 
WM  London ;  in  the  ktier  period  of  his 
lifi^  io  Norfolk  s^rMt,  and:  hit  honse  was 
the  rendexvoos  for  persons  of  rank,  teaming, 
and  abilities  ;  his  manqer  was  pleasing  and 
<li^nified,  and  bis  conversation  was  replete 
with  vivacity  and  wit. 

**  Shippen  and  sir  Robert  Walpole  had  al- 
^y»a  personal  regaed  for  each  other.  He 
wasfiequently  heardto  say,  Robin  and  I  are 
two  honest  men.  ^e  is  for  king  George  and  I 
for  king  James:  but  those  men  with  long  era- 
▼^(maaninfl  SaiK^  sir  John  Roshout,  Oib- 
boa,  and  o£ers)  only  desire  places,  either 
iXHier  king  George  or  king  Janei. 

'^  By  tl]«  aceoonts  of  those  who  bad  beard  him 
|Q  the  House  of  Commons,  his  manner  was 
kigUy  energetic  and  spirited^  as  to  sentiment 
^  expressioa :  bat  he  generally  spoke  in  a 
Jowtoneofyoioe^  witbtoofltreat  rapidity,  and 
^  his  glove  before  his  mouth.  His  speeches 
^■"Mlly  contained  some  pointed  period,  which 
PJI^wily  apptwd  to  the  sal^t  in  debate,  and 
^^  be  ottored  wkh  great  aoiflMtion.'' 
^^•Hemoir8of|irR,Walpole,ToL9,p.  906. 


occasion.  I  hope  therefiire,  as  the  business  of 
this  day  hath  raised  an  universal  expectation 
throogbout  the  kingdom,  bo  ^enllemeA  who  are 
more  able,(ooue  is  more  willing  than  myself) 
will  appear  with  resolution  and  spirit  in  this 
impo  rtant  debate ;  in  this,  perhaps,  our  last 
struggle  for  the  liberties  of  thoac  we  represent. 

I  think,  then,  ail  the  arguments  which  have 
been  us  ed  for  this  bill,  are  grounded  on  mere 
surmises  and  imaginations  only ;  are  either 
trifting  in  themselves,  or  dangerous  in  their 
consequence.  One  main  reason  urged,  both 
in  the  preamble  of  the  bill,  and  in  the 
debates  of  the  gentlemen  who  are  for  it, 
is  this :  That  the  disaflTections  of  the  people 
are  so  great,  and  the  enemies  of  the  govern- 
ment both  at  home  and  abroad  so  watchfol, 
that  new  dections  will  occasion  new  riot^ 
rekindle  the  rebelhon,  and  be  destructive  to 
the  peace  and  security  of  the  government, 
which  will  all  be  prevented  by  continuing  this 
good  parliament,  and  making  the  time  of  its 
dissolution  nnoertain. 

If  this  argument  be  applied  to  the  mroistry, 
I  can  only  answer,  that  it  is  no  concern  of oors 
whether  they  have  rendered  themselves  odious 
to  the  people,  or  not.  They  are  more  pro-  ' 
perly  the  object  of  our  jealousy,  than  of  our 
care.  They  may  he  destroyed,  and  the  go- 
vernment subsist.  But  if  it  be  applied  to 
his  majesty,  as  it  must  be  to  make  it  any  in- 
ducement to  pass  this  bill,  I  will  rentore  to 
sa^,  that  none  of  those,  who  are  called  ene- 
mies to  the  government,  a^d  abettors  of  the 
rebell^,  could  have  offered  an  argument  so 
injoriout  to  his  mipesty*s  honour.  For  vrith 
what  face  cin  any  good  subject  insinuate,  that 
in  the  iafonoy  of  his  reign  he  hath  deprived 
himself  of  the  love  and  affection  of  a  people, 
who  so  lately  received  him  with  the  atmost  ex- 
pressions ofjoy  ?  What  an  unjust  idea  must 
this  give  of  his  most  mild  and  gracious  govern- 
ment? But  the  assertion  istheniore  injurious, 
because  it  b  entirely  groundless.  For  when 
these  pretended  disattections  were  at  the  high- 
est, it  appeared  how  impotent  they  were,  bow 
far  from  being  universal,  by  the  easy  and  sod- 
den suppression  of  the  rebelHoD  :  and  by  con- 
sequence how  absohitely  bis  majesty  reigned  in 
the  hearts  of  his  subjecu.  Now  the  rebellion 
is-suppressed,  if  there  should  be  anv  remains  of 
those  who  are  ill  disposed,  the  rate  of  their 
firiends,  wbihcthe.terror  ofit  is  fresh  in  theii 
minds,  will  restrain,  tbem  fh>m  any  future  at- 
tempt. Besides,  the  haeds  of  Uie  government 
are  strengthened;  The  Habeas  Corpus  act  is 
not  only  now,  bat  n^y  be  again  suspended: 
You  have  a  numerous  stahding  army  distributed 
throogh  the  kingdom,  to  cootroul  and  awe  an- 
ruly  spirits.  But  Suppose  the  disaflections  of ' 
thepeople  to  bcr  as  great,  suppose -tne  faction, 
spoke  of'  in  the  preamble,' to  be  as  restless  and ' 
dengning,  as  is  affirmed  ;  is  this  the  way  to 
extinguish  anraiosities,  to  heal  divisions,  and ' 
to  reconcile  parties  ?  No,  Sir,  It  will  rather 
create  dis<^ateotB,  where  there  are  none  aU 
ready :  It  will  rathtr  pm  bccttion  to  thom 
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that  are  disaffected,  to  rail  at  jour  proceedioEs ; 

to    tay,    that  your   actioos     are    such    that 

you  dare  not  venture  on   new  elections :  and 

who  knowi  what  such  suggestions  may  pro- 
duce ?    It   is  possible  when-  the    three  years 

for  which  yoo  are  now  chosen,  shall  ex- 
pire, they  niay  insist,  thjit  they  are  unrepre^ 

seated   iu   parliament;    and    this    will  he  a 

better  handle,    a   more  plausible, fouiidution 

for  the  faction  to  work  upon,  than  they  could 

have  at  the  time  of  a  regulor  election.    Now, 

if  the  continuaooe  of  this  parliament  be  in- 
tended only  to   calm  men's  miuds,  and  that 

it  is  hoped  this  storm  may  by  degrees  subside, 

gentlemen  will  be  pleased  to  consider,   that 

we  are  hot  a  little  above  a  jrear  old,  though  we 

have  done  so  many  great  and  glorious  things,  and 

that  there   will  be  no  necessity,  as  ti)e  law 

stands,  of  a  dissolution  this  year  andhalf  e  and 

that  nobody  can  imagine  discontents   will  last 

so  long  under  so  wise,  so   unerring,  so  pacific 

an  administration,  tfs  we  now  enjoy. 

Another  reason  insisted   on  is.  That  as  the 

continuance  of  this  parliament  nuiy  prevent 

commotions  at  home,  so  it  may  hinder  any  in- 
vasion from  abroad,  by  encouraging  our  an- 
cient allies  to  enter  into  new  treaties  with  us, 

which  they  will  aot  otherwise  do.    This  is  a 

secret  which,  in  my  humble  opinion,  ought  not 

to  have  been  revealed ;  this  is  an  argument  highly 

improper  to  be  urged  in  a  British  parliament, 

for  it  supposes,  that  our  allies  prescribe  to  our 

counsels,  and  that  they  expect  we  should  alter 

the  present  frame  of  our  constitution,  before  they 

%vill  favour  us  with  their  friendships ;  which  is  a 

thought  not  to  be  endyred  in  this  place,  where 

80  many  millions  have  been  raised  for  their 

service,  and  must  move  the  indignation  of  every 

Englishman,  Especially  if  it  comes  from  any 

state  that  first  received  its  being,  and  after- 
wards its  protection,  from  England.    I  hope 

sever  to  see  this  nation  brought  so  low,  that 

the  crown  shall  be  directed,  as  was  once  at- 
tempted, when  to  remove  or  keep  its  ministers, 

when  to  dissolve  or  continue  its  parliaments. 
'Sir,  his  majesty,  as  king  of  Great  Britain,  is  the 

arbiter  of  Europe^,  and  majr  dictate  to  other 

nations.    They  will,  for  their  own  bakes,  court 

his  friendship ;  they  have  always  found  their 

account  in  being  allies  to  the  crown  he  wefirs. 

The  British  treasure  and  the  British  armies, 

have  made  them  triumph  over  their  enemies, 

and  establish  the  balance  they  wanted.  It  is 
'  farther  said,  that  by  this  bill  you  will  restore  the 

prerogative  to  part  of  its  power,  which  is  cramped 

by  the  Triennial  Act.    Now,  if  this  bill  is  to 

be  understood  to  relate  to  alliances,  it  weak- 
ens and  not  strengthens  the  prerogative.    For 

it  is  an  insinuation,  that  the  people  have  some- 
thing to  do  in  making  treaties,  which  must  ever 

be  denied  b^  the  friends  of  .the  crown,  where 

the  sole  undisputed  right  is  lodged  by  the  con- 
stitution of  this  kingdoms.    Besides,  if  that  was 

any  consideration  here,  this  argvment  is  also 

a  reflection  on  the  preMut  ministry,  who  are  to 

have  the  honour  to  advise  his  majesty  in  any 

aUiRDceshe  shall  thiftjp  fit  to  make ;  for  it  hath 


an  appeorsDce,  as  if  they  durst  not  look  a  i 
pariiament  iu  the  (kce ;  or,  as  if  by  some  <le* 
merit  or  other,  thev  .should  not  continue  m 
their  posts,  without  the  help  of  this  bill,  long 
enoi^h  to  aitsist  in  supporting  those  alliances 
when  made.  It  is  true,  we  ha^e  had  of  la&e  a 
sort  of  Triennial  ministers,  as  well  as  poirlia* 
ments.  But  we  are  to  hopey  that  tlie  preaeac 
set  of  ministers,  who  so  far  sarpfssed  all  tXtmr 
predecessors  in  wisdom  and  virtue,  wilt  behave 
so  well,  as  to  deserve  the  contiiiuaoce  of  liu 
majes^'s  favour,  and  the  kingdom's  mpfn/bti* 
tion.  Their  friends  ought  thcr^oremtber  to  re^ 
ject,  than  to  inforce  this  ai^gumeot,  asrefieoting 
on  them,  and  groundless  m  itself. 

There  is  another  reasoi,  drawn  (com  the 
great  and  continued  expcnces  occasioned  by 
frequent  elections,  which  is  so  weak,  that  it 
scarce  deserves  to  be  taken  nodce  of.  For 
every  gentleman  is  a  judge  ef  his  own  cireoni^ 
stances,  whether  he  will  or  can  be  at  the  ne- 
cessary expeooes  of  an  election  s  corrupt  oaea 
are  not  to  be  supposed,  especinUyinthis  Uonee, 
which,  all  the  world  knows,  was  choeen  wit  boot 
the  least  corruption,  without  the  least  violeDoe, 
witlioot  the  least  improper  ioflneooe  what- 
soever. 

As  to  what  is  said.  That  firequeot  parhameats 
are  the  cause  of  obstructing  justice,  and  hioder 
candidates  from  being  impartial  in  the  distri* 
butioD  of  it;  it  is  eqttall!|r  trifling  with  the  xea- 
son  last  mentioned ;  and,  if  any,  is  an  amimenc 
only  for  making  pariiaments  perpetatJ.  For 
he  who  will  bea  great  deal  biassed  by  his  hopes 
of  securing  his  seat  in  a  Triennial  Parltameot 
will,  by  the  same  principle,  be  a  little  warped 
by  his  expectation  of  sittiat  in  a  Septennial 
one ;  and  he  ought  in  neiUier  case  to  be  a 
member  of  this  House ;  for  nothing  can  efiee* 
tually  cure  sach  a  disposition ;  it  mil  aever  be 
able  to  resist  greater  temptatioas,  and  comt- 
prefennents. 

These  are  the  chief  arguments  for  pasnng 
this  bill ;  and  I  humbly  conceive  they  now  ap« 
pear  to  be  of  no  great  weigbt :  but  the  rea- 
sons for  letting  tM  law  sttwd  as  it  does,  ace 
such  as,  in  ray  opinion,  canoot  receiti?  aa  an- 
swer.- 

First,  If  there  were  not  abaadanoe  of  other 
aigaments  agunst  this  bill,  the  maoaer  of  its 
coming  hither,  is  a  soflkient  olgection  to  it.  ' 
It  is  sent  from  the  Lords,  and  as  it  cbiefly  re- 
lates to  ourselves,  I  shall  apprebeod  it  incon- 
sistent with  our  honour  to  receive  it.  We 
ought  to  imitate  the  spirit  which  our  predeces- 
sors ever  shewed  in  resastiag  all  attempts  of 
this  kind,  all  appearances  of  iunovatioA  by  th^ 
Lords.  Oor  predecessors  were  so  very  jealous 
of  their  privileges,  that  they  never  failed  to 
exert  themselves,  er^n  ob  the  smallest  alMl 
most  minote  oocasiops,  SfaaU  we  then  !  shall 
this  glorious  House  of  Comoioos  be  so  fur  from 
doing  that,  as  humbly  to  take  a  aew  aode4  of 
our  constitution  from  them  ?  Sardy  we  shai 
not  sil  tame,  and  acquiesce- meanly,  whan  tfaej 
think  ^^  to  auike  at  <ht  fonwIatioBS  of  thia 
Honsfk 
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Dtttif  aojr  here  could  be  iaclinable  to  receive 
the  (dictates,  of  the  Lords,  or  to  speak  out,  the 
dicutes  of  the  ministry,  I  humbly  apprehend 
ic  is  ooC  in  our  power  to  consent  to  this  bill. 
For  I  cannot  conceive,  by  any  rule  of  reason 
or  lair,  that  we,  who  are  only  representatives, 
can  enlarge  to  our  own  advantage  the  authority 
delepted  to  us;  or  that  by  virtue  of  that  au- 
thority, we  can  destroy  the  fundamental  rights 
of  our  constituents.  I  know  indeed,  that  the 
notion  of  the  radical  power  of  the  people  hath 
been  extended  to  a  degree  of  extravagance  and 
absurdity,  which  I  would  never  be  supposed  to 
contend  for.  But  it  is  self-evident,  that  this 
power  with  relation  to  the  part  we  bear  in  the 
fqpslature,  is  absolutely,  is  solely  in  the  elec- 
tors. You  have  no  legislative  capacity,  but 
wbat  you  derive  from  them.  You  were  chosen 
Moder  the  Triennial  Act,  and  could  ohiy  be 
chosen  for  three  years,  uuless  they  could  con- 
vey more  to  others,  than  they  bad  in  them- 
selres;  unless  they  comW  give  us  a  longer  term 
to  represent  them,  than  they  could  claim  at 
the  time  of  their  choice  to  be  represented. 
Our  trust  therefore  is  a  Triennial  trust;  and 
if  we  endeavour  to  continue  it  beyond  its  legal 
duration,  from  that  instant  we  cease  to  be  the 
trustees  of  the  people,  and  are  our  own  dec- 
ton;  from  that  instant  we  act  by  an  assumed 
power,  and  erect  a  new  constitution,  if  we 
could  dissolve  or  alter  the  form  of  any  one  part 
of  the  legislature,  why  not  of  the  whole  ?  And 
that  is  a  doctrine  I  presume  will  not  he  ad- 
vanced here ;  I  am  sure  it  will  never  be  allowed 
in  any  other  place.  But-  I  know  it  is  a  very 
nuacceptabte  way  of  speakings  to  dispute  the 
power  of  those  to  whom  one  speaks ;  and  it 
may  be  thought  a  presumption  if  1  should  affirm 
in  this  present  parliament,  which  hath  given 
iomany  proo&of  its  omnipotence,  that  even 
the  whole  legislature  cannot  do  every  thing.  I 
must  however  always  be  of  opinion,  that  though 
it  b  a  received  maxim  in  civil  science,  that  the 
supreme  legislature  cannot  be  bound  ;  yet  an 
implied  exception  must  be  understood,  viz. 
that  it  is  restrained  from  subverting  the  found- 
ations on  which  it  stands ;  and  that  it  ought 
not,  on  any  pretence  whatsoever,  to  touch  or 
dter  those  laws,  which  are  so  far  admitted  into 
the  constitution,  as  to  become  essential  parts  of 
it.  I  am  also  of  opinion,  that  we  cannot  pass 
thb  bill,  because  it  would  be  an  infraction  of 
the  act  of  uniop,  which  I  hear  almost  every 
day  m  this  place  called  ao  irrepeabble  and  fun- 
dttneotal  law.  But  since  -the  representatives 
of  North  Britun  are  satisfied  in  that  [K>int, 
it  would  te  highly  impertinent  in  me  to  insist 
upon  it. 

Bat  if  nothing  stood  in  your  •  way,  if  it  was 
nofer  so  much  in  your  power,  I  think  you 
ought  not  to  repeal  the  Triennial  Aot,  except  in 
the  last  extremity,  and  in  the  most  imminent 
daufrerof  the  State.  This  law  was  one  of  the 
fruits  of  the  Revolution:  This  law  restored 
the  freedom  and  frequency  of  parliaments,  so 
hr  as  was  consietenr  with  the  nrcunstances  of 
ihn^reigOf  which  was  involved  inawar^  and 


bad  occasion  for  constant  and  heavy  taxes : 
This  law  was  a  concession  made  to  the  people 
by  king  William,  in  the  midst  of  his  difficulties, 
and  I  own  the  policy  of  those  ministers^  who 
shall  advise  his  majesty  to  give  his  royal  assent 
to  the  repealing  of  it,  is  of  too  refined  and  de- 
licate a  nature  for  my  understanding.  For  since 
his  majesty  ha^  been  pleased   to  propose  that 

Erince  as  a  pattern  to  himself,  and  is  pursuing 
is  steps  with  so  much  glory,  it  will  be  a  matter 
of  astonishment  to  those  who  are  not  in  the 
secret  of  affairs,  to  see,  that  in  the  reign  of  tlie 
one  king  every  thing  should  be  done  to  enlarge 
the  liberties  of  the  people,  and  to  restrain  bit 
successors  from  being  capable  of  relapsing  into 
the  errors  and  abuses  of  former  prinpes ;  and 
that  in  the  reign  of  the  other,  there  should  be 
the  least  appearance  of  doing  any  thing  which 
might  hut  seem  to  stretch  the  prerogative,  to 
invade,  and  shock  the  riehts  and  privileges  of 
the  subject,  when  both  shall  be  found  to  rule 
by  the  same  principles  of  liberty,  and  by  the 
same  maxims  of  government. 

The  Triennial  Act  is  grounded  on  the  ancient 
usage  and  constitution  of  parliaments ;  as  it  is 
intended  to  oblige  the  crown  to  call  them  fre« 
quently.  For  that,  parliaments  were  held 
frequently,  half  yearly,  or  anuually  at  least, 
appears  not  only  from  the  best  accounts  we 
have  of  the  first  mstitution  of  them,  and  by  the 
two  acts  of  Edward  3,  but  by  the  writs  of  sum- 
mons still  extant,  and  several  authentic  instru- 
ments and,  records.  However  satisfactory  i^ 
might  be  on  any  other  occasion,  I  am  sensible 
that  a  deduction  of  the  history  of  ancient  part 
liaments,  as  they  were  successively  called,  w6ul4 
he  very  tedious  and  unentertainmg  in  this  de« 
bate ;  and  I  will  therefore  only  mention  twa 
records.  One  is  that  famous  instrument  of 
Edn^ard  1,  concerning  the  Annuus  Census,  then 
claimed  by  the  popes  from  the  crown  of  Eng- 
land :  wherein  he  takes  notice,  that  some  a^ 
rears,  incurred  on  that  head',  had  not  beei| 
raised,  as  they  ought  to  have  been  '  id  Parha- 

*  mento,  quod  circa  Octavas  Resurrectionis  Do* 
'  rainicse  celebrari  in  Anglia  consuevit :'  But  he 
promises  that  he  would  recommenttbe  payment 
of  the  money  due,  ^  in  alio  Parliamento  nostro^ 

<  quod  ad  finem  Sancti  Michaelb  proximo  futun. 

<  intendimas,  dante  Domino,  celebrare.'  The  . 
other  record  is  a  representation  from  the  par- 
liament to  Richard  2;  soine  passages  of  which 
are  those—'  Quod  ex*  antique  Statute  babent, 

*  et  CensuiMudine  laudabili  et  approbata,  cujus 
'  contrarietati  dici  non  volebit.'  That  the  king 
is  to  call  *  Dominos  et  Proceres  Regni  aCqutt 

<  Communes  semel  in  Anno  ad  Parliamentum 

*  suum,  tanouam  ad  summam  Curiam  totius  Reg- 

*  ni/lliat  it  the  king — 'aParliamento  suo  se  alio-' 
'  naverit  sua  sponte,  non  aliqua  infirmitate  aut 

*  aliqua  alia  de  causa  necessitatis^  sed  perim- 

*  moderatam  volootatem  proterve  se  subtraxerit 
'  per  absentiam  temporis  Quadragiota  Dierum» 

<  tanquam  de  vexation e  Populi  sui  et  gravibus 
^  expensis  eorum  non  curans,  e^  tunc  licitum 

*  omnibus  et  singulis  eorum  absque  Domigenia 

<  £Legis  redire  ad  propria,  tt  u^icuiquc  eorum 
'  in  Patriam  suata  rcmeare**  C^r^r^ciio 
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From  the  former  of  these  records,  it  is  ob- 
▼ions  to  observe,  that  Edward  the  1st  who  was 
one  of  our  best  princes,  and  so  great  a  preserver 
of  the  laws  of  his  kii^doni,  that  he  is  justly 
called  by  the  bistoriaos  the  English  Justinian, 
chose,  rather  ihan  to  prolong  the  sitting  of  his 
parliament  beyond  their  usual  time,  to  dissolve 
one,  thou^  it  had  not  finished  its  necessary 
business,  and  to  summon  another  within  the 
space  of  a  few  months.  From  the  other  it  is 
very  remarkable,  that  Richard  2,  who  is  said  to 
be  one  of  the  worst  kings  tbat  ever  sat  on  the 
throne  of  England,  bydisenting  himself  from 
the  business  of  parliaments,  and  by  that  means 
continuing  their  sessions  beyond  their  proper 
and  accustomed  time,  drew  upon  himself  a 
.  afaarp  remdnstraace  firom  both  Houses,  and 
was  at  last,  for  such  practices,  amongst  other 
thints,  deposed. 

Many  reigns  after  this,  Henry  8  accomplish- 
ed what  Ricmard  2  only  attempted,  and  he  con- 
tinued liis  last  parliament  ad  Ubitum  witliout 
reproof.  But  it  is  well  known  what  exorbitant 
powers  they  vested  faim  with  ;  and  God  forbid 
we  should  have  any  resemblance  of  those 
times;  for  that  parliament  acted  like  slaves, 
and  tliat  king  acted  like  a  tyrant. 

But  if  the  Triennial  law  had  not  been 
grounded  on  the  reasons  of  antiquity,  and  the 
original  usage  of  parliaments,  it  was  no  more  than 
a  reasonable  indulgente  from  the  throne  to  the 
people,  who  had  struggled  for  a  revolution, 
on  account  of  the  abuses  of  parliaments,  and 
the  endeavours  to  render  them  insignificant. 
It  is  true,  that  prince  once  denied  his  royal 
assent  to  it;  but  afterwards  he  considered, 
that  it  could  he  no  diminution  of  his  preroga- 
tive, no  blemish  to  his  regal  powers,  to 
retrieve  the  honour  and  dignity  of  par- 
liaments, as  they  were  his  support,  as  they 
were  the  essendai  part  of  that  constitution  he 
came  to  save  :  and  thi^  he  found  he  could  only 
do  by  the  ftequent  calling  of  them. 

Besides,  this  laW  was  not  only  a  reasonable 
indulgence  to  the  people,  as  hath  been  said,  in 
that  it  gave  them  frequent  opportunities  of 
changing  their  members,  when  they  did  not 
Improve  their  behaviour,  and  was  of  advantage 
to  tjhe  publie,  in  making  them  act  with'thot^ 
than  ordinary  caution  and  circumspection;  but 
it  proved  of  great  service  to  the  crown :  ^orby 
mquent  parliaineats  the'  crown  could  onlv* 
know  the  immediate  sense  of  the  nation,  which' 
is  absolutely  Viecessary  for  a  prince  to  know  on 
aH  emergencies.  However  inconvenient  this 
law  may  now  be  tfaou^  to  the  crown,  and 
however  opposite  to  some  projects  and  schemes 
an  active  ministry  vasj  have  m  view,  I  appeal 
to  experienced  members  whether  they  think, 
or  can  imagine,  that  the  crown  could  bate  got 
half  the  money  it  hath  been  supplied  with 
thice  the  revolation,  but  by  new  and  fresh' 
elections.  Such  goeVoos  and  perpetUa!  tales 
would  never  have  beenertdured  frbm  a  st^le 
and  continued  parliament.  Ihere^s  no  injury 
or  dishonour  therefore  to  the  croWn;  to  be 
obliged  by  « law,  to  tfo  what,  in  justice  ta  thfc 


subject,  and  convenience  to  itself,  it  ought  to 
do  without  a  law. 

But  if  you  had  a  power  to  repeal  this  law, 
and  exercise  that  power,  the  people  would  be 
in  a  much  worse  condition,  than  if  it  had  never 
been  granted  to  them.  They  would  be  bound 
up  for  ever  in  a  legislative  way,  the  only  way 
ettectualiy  and  irrecoverably  to  lose  their  liber- 
ties. They  would  by  us,  their  representatives, 
condemn  short  and  frequent  parliaments,  and 
establish  long  and  pensioned  ones,  which  is  a 
new  doctriue,  and  such  as  was  never  before  ad- 
vanced by  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain. 

Surely  tliere  must  be  some  secret  caose« 
some  latent  reason  for  hurrying  on  this  bill  in  so 
precipitate  a  manner.  The  true  reason,  I  be- 
lieve, is  not  declared ;  and  fof  my  part,  I  can- 
not but  suspect,  tbat  the  ministry  have  some- 
thing to  do  which*  they  apprehend  will  not  be 
acceptable  to  a  new  parliament,  and  which  wil| 
not  stand  the  test  of  the  nation.  I  say,  it  most 
be  something  they  have  to  do  ;  for  I  km  con- 
fident they  do  not  self-condemn  themselves, 
for  what  they  have  already  done.  They  have 
no  remorse  of  consdeoce  for  apprebendioe  s^ 
many  hundred  gentlemen,  and  confining  Aens 
in  prison  so  many  months  without  examina- 
tion. For  such  confinements  were  not  only 
necessary  to  suppress  the  rebellion,  but  we 
have  been  told  were  intended  as  a  favour  apd 
kindness  to  the  persons. who  were  so  confined. 
It  must  therefore  be  some  new  work  tliey  have 
upon  their  hands ;  what  that  work  is  I  will 
not  presume  to  guess..  But  I  will  presume  to 
say,  what  it  cannot  be.  It  cannot  be  a  design  to 
abolish  the  limitations  of  the  Act  of  Settlement, 
with  relation  toforeieoers  ;  because  that  is  no 
less  than  an  open  violation  of  our  new  Magna 
Charta,  and  an  entire  infraction  of  our  original 
contract,  as  the  government  now  stands. 

I  fear  I  have  quite  wearied  your  patience, 
but  the  importance  of  the  subject  will  in  some 
measure  excuse  me,  and  I  have  but  a  very  few 
words  now  to  add.  1  hope  you  will  r^ect  and  not 
commit  this  bill.  For  there  is  nothing  more  cer-. 
tain,  than  that  it  will  be  to  your  dishonour  and 
disservice  to  pass  it,  if  we  may  reason  of  what 
will  be,  by  what  hath  been.  Long  jparliaments 
then  will  naturally  grow  either  formidable  or 
contemptible. 

We  have  an  instance  of  the  one,in  tbeloag 
parliament  of  king  Charles  1,  which  to  its 
eternal  infamy  overturned  the  best  constitutioil' 
in  the  world,  the  church  and  monarchy  of  thb 
^nation.  We  have  a  proof  of  the  other  lA  the 
long  parliament  of  king  Charles  the  2d.  I  ask 
pardon  if  I  am  heard  by  any  that  were  member^ 
of  it,  but  I  only  repeat  what  others  have  said. 
There  was  a  famous  simile  applied  by  (Juhan) 
Johnson  to  that  parliament,  which  I  the  rather 
mention,  because  it  was  much  applauded  by 
the  patrons  of  liberty  and  lovers  of  parlia* 
nvetlts' ;  and  because  I  know  th^  author  is  es- 
teemed above  his  deserts  by  some  gentlemen, 
who  are  now  debating  for  lon^  parliaments : 
it  is  this,  <  That  a  standing  pi^rliament  will  al- 
ways stagnate,  and  be  u^e  a  ooontry  pood^ 
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which  is  OTtrgfown  with  ducks  meat'  I  make 
DO  application  ;  no  man  will,  or  can,  with  anj 
colour  of  truth  or  reason,  appljr  it  to  tbispar- 
Ijament.  This  parliament  js  so  far  froni  being 
a  stagoatiug  poof,  that  it  might  rather  be  com- 
pared  to  a  rapid  stream^  or  an  irresistible  tor- 
reoi,  which,  if  continaed,  will  bear  down  alt 
before  it. 

Mr.  Hampden  replied  as  follbws  : 

Mr.  Speaker ;  The  House  is  now  entered  on 
the  exercise  of  a  power,  which,  of  right,  and 
tgreeable  to  the  constitution,  belongs  to  them; 
I  mean  that  branch  of  power  which  they,  as  a 
part  of  the  legislature,  bare  of  repealing  laws  or 
extending  and  limiting  tbem,  in  such  manner  as 
ikall  appear  to  them  most  conducing  to' the 
service  of  their  country.  As  this  right  of  altering 
the  laws  does  uDdouhtedlv  belong  to  the  legis- 
lature^ it  ought  to.be  used  with  the  utmost  re- 
gard :  since  it  is  equally  a  crime  to  enervate 
uiws  that  are  found  to  be  a  support  to  our 
goremment,  as  to  omit  the  abolishing  or  sus- 
pending such  as  ha? e  not  answered  their  end 
when  made,  or  which  it  worse,  at  have  proved 
detrioieDtal. 

It  is  a  commendable  ^eal,  when  gentlemen 
in  their  debates  express  a  tenderness  for  the 
existing  constitution  of  their  country,  aad  their 
appre^sions  of  the  least  ionovation  in  the 
name  of  the  government ;  and  I  am  not  sur- 
prised that  it  IS  oljjected,  in  so  popular  a  man- 
ner, that  the  pcusmg  of  this  bill  for  suspending 
the  law  for  the  elecuon  of  triennial  parliaments, 
is  to  sap  the  foundation  of  our  English  liberties, 
ftit  if,  upon  an  impiU'tial  enquiry,  it  shall  ap- 
pear, that  this  bill,  which  was  made  for  the 
benefit  of  the  nation,  has,  in  no  respect,  an- 
swered the  purposes  for  which  it  wa^  calculated, 
when  made  into  a  law,  I  presume  it  ma^  be 
allowed,  that  the  danger  in  suspending  4t  is 
iBore  hnaginary  than  r^.  And  9ioct  it  is  as 
nnjastifiable  to  be  tenacious  of  a  matter  that 
bai  no  argument  to  support*  it,  as  not  to  give 
way  to  what  e^f^ence  has  demonstrated,  if 
this  bin  sbpold,  iii  its  consequences^  be  void  of 
proof  of  its  answering  the  ends  for  which  it  was 
made,  I  hope  it  will  not  6e  so  great  a  crime  to 
supend  it,  as  it  has,  with  iniuistry,  been  re- 
presented without  doors. 

A  principal  argument  for  continuing  the 
triennial  bill  is,  tluit  it  is  agreeable  to  the  an- 
dest  kwf  of  this  nation,  that  there  should  be 
frequent  parliaments.  I  find  by  the  laws  I 
have  k)oked  over,  that  parliaments  ought  to  be 
fiqoeatly  held ;  but  I  find  it  no  where  laid 
<lowQ  as  a  fundamental  position  of  the  nature 
pf  thisconstitutioiK  that  there  should  be  fre- 
quent elections.  If  gentlemen  will  look  to  the 
beginning  of  parliaments,  they  will  find,  in  the 
4th,  6th,  and  36th  of  Edward  3,  that,  <  For 
*  rednesf  of  divers  mischiefs  and  grievances 
'  which  dail/- happen,  a  parliament  shall  be 
|bolden  every  year  or  oftener,  if  need  be.'  I^et 
It  then  be  ooniidered  in  what  manner  those 
pvliaments  were  held:  When  a  king  met  his 
pvgament^hej  ateckto  lit  ten  or  twent;r4ays, 


and  then  were  prorogued  or  dissolved;  and 
there  were  frequent  intermissions  of  parliaments, 
none  being  called  for  several  years.  By  look- 
ing over  the  Journals,  we  find  the  prorogations 
and  dissolutions  of  parliaments. 

To  come  down  to  the  time  of  Henry  8th,  (e^ 
of  his  parliaments  sat  more  than  twenty  d»>5, 
though  there  was  not  a  parliament  met  every 
year ;  and  from  the  7th  to  the  25ih  of,  Ueiiry 
8th,  there  are  no  Journals,  and,  consequently, 
we  cannot  tell  in  what  manner  parliaments 
were  htlcj.  "  Afterwards  there  were  severaj  par- 
liaments, but  not  every  year,  to  the  end  of  his 
reign. 

A  parliament  was  called  the  first  year  of 
Edward  6,  and  in  five  years  sat  but  four 
months.  In  Philip  and  Mary  there  were  four 
parliaments,  but  the  sessions  extremely  short. 
From  the  Sd  to  the  5th,  and  from  the  7ih  t6  the 
13th  of  queen  Elizabeth,  no  parliament  met, 
and  from  the  14th  to  the  S5th  of  queen  Eliza- 
bethi  the  parliament  sat  only  from  the  8th  of 
May  to  the  30th  of  June;  and  foor  years  after, 
from  the  8th  of  February  to  the  8th  of  March 
foUowiiig;  and  in  eight  years  after,  never  Sa( 
to  do  business,  but  were  then  dissolved.  There 
were  six  other  parliaments  called  in  queen 
Elizabeth's  time ;  but  never  sat  long  unless 
that  in  the  39th  of  her  reign,  which  sat  four 
months. 

Theparliaroent  ii;  the  first  of  James  1,  sat 
about  fouc  months,  and  in  three  years  after,  sat 
about  eight  days.  That  parliament  was  not 
dissolved  till  the  Dth  of  James,  but  sat  twice 
or  thrice  only.  There  were  three  other  parlia- 
ments in  his  reign,  but  they  met  very  seldom. 

The  sessions  m  king  Charles  1,  were  much 
shorter  than  of  late  days,  with  very  frequent 
prorogations ;  and  in  the  16th  of  hif  reign  an 
act  wito  passed.   'For  preventing  Incoiiveni- 

*  ences  by  long  mtermission  of  parliaments,'  by 
which  it  was  provided,  that  a  parliament  shoiild 
meet  every  three  years ;  whicn  law  we  find  re- 
pealed in  the  16th  of  Charles  2,  by  reason  that 
the  provisions  in  the  former  law  were  looked 
upon  as  a  derogation  to  his  majesty's  just  and 
undoubted  prerogative  for  callmg  and  assem« 
hling  parliaments,  and  might  be  an  occasion  of 
manifold  mischiefs,  and  might  endanger  the 
peace  of  his  people.  The  said  act  is  Aepealed, 
and  a  provision  made  therein,  that  '  Because 
<  by  the  ancient  laws  of  this  realm,  in  the  reign 
'  Oi  Edward  3,  parliaments  are  to  be  held  very 

*  ofleu ;  the  sitting  and  holding  of  parliaments 
'  shall  not  be  intennitted  above  three  years.' 
In  this  king's  reign  the  long  parliament  was 
held ;  and  whatever  corruptions  they  were 
tainted  w^th,  they  could  never  be  accbsed  Of 
favouring  the  cause  of  France,  or  attempting  to 
enslave  tnehr  own  country. 

In  the  reign  of  king  Jumes  8,  that  unfortu- 
nate prince,  a  parliament  was  held  in  May 
1685,  and  sat  above  two  months,  and  was,  at 
several  times,  prorogued  to  November  1687. 
Then  the  happy  revoiotjon  took  place;  and  in 
the  Bill  of  Rightt,  1  Guliel.  et  Marie,  it  is  dfe- 
clared  and  ena^te^i '  That  all  t|ie  righu  and  U^ 

i  Digitized,  by  VjOOQIC 


823]     ,  PAUL.  HISTORY,  2X;xoe«b  I.  Ml6.^Deb(Ueon  ike  SepUimd  BUU      [924 


'  bertiet  asserted  and  claimed  iri  the  said,  De- 

*  claration,  are  the  true,  ancient,  and  undubi- 

*  table  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people  of 
^this  kingdom,   and  ought  to  be  firmly  and 

*  sthctljr  h(»ldea  and  observed.*  •  And  in  the 
tame  bill,  amoog  that  long  catalogue  of  griev- 
ances, which  precedes  the  iaid  declaration, 
tbeoejs  not  the  least  mention  made  of  want  of 
frequent  elections,  but  only  that  parliaments 
ought  lb  be  free.  In  the  6th  of  king  VVilliam, 
this  now  favoured  bill  for  triennial  parliaments 
was  passed  ;  and  upon  this  occasion  I  cannot 
help  observing,  that  it  is  some  satisfaction,  that 
the  people  abroad  who  look  upon  the  reign  of 
that  prince  as  a  usurpation^  should  be  fond  of 
any  one  act  that  passed  in  that  time;  and  I 
hope  from  hence,  they  may  in  time  be  more 
reconciled  to  the  Protestant  succebsion,  which 
is  in  consequence  of  that  Revolution. 

If  gentlemen  will  look  over  the  wriu  of  sum- 
mons, and  the  returns  of  those  writs,  they  will 
find  no  mention  how  long  anj  parliament  is  to 
last;  but  the  return  makes  mention  of  the  per- 
sons who  are  to  serve  in  the  parliament  that  is 
to  meet,  and  be  held  at  such  a  time  at  WeU- 
minster.  It  must  be  allowed,  that  the  parlia- 
ment is  subject  to  the  triennial  act  while  it 
tubsist^;  and  therefore  the  advantages  or  in- 
conveniences of  that  law  ought  chiefly  to  be 
considered  in  the  matter  now  before  us:  And 
in  case  an  act  be  found  prejudicial,  if  such  a 
Teneration  is  to  be  paid  to  a  law,  as  not  to 
alter  it,  from  any  conviction  of  its  being  insuf- 
ficient, or  attended  with  ill  consequences,  I 
think  the  legislature  wil\  become,  in  a  manner, 
useless.  I  take  the  principal  matter  to  be,  to 
eiamine  what  benefit  has  accrued  to  the  na- 
tion by  virtue  of  this  bill,  and  if  the  •  inconve- 
niences do  not  outweigh  all  the  advantages? 

It  is  pretended,  that  by  the  Triennial  elec- 
tions, the  people  have  an  opportunity  of  laying 
aside  those  persons  with  whose  behaviour  in 
parliament  they  are  dissatisfied  or  such  whom 
they  apprehend  to  be  under  court- influences  : 
I  desire  it  may  be  considered  how  very  few  ex- 
amples there  are,  of  persons,  who  having  ac- 
cepted places,  have  not  been  re-elected.  The 
reason  is  very  obvious:  Because  the  people, 
who  luveexpences,  judge  that  a  man  who  has  a 
place  of  profit,  is  much  more  capable  of  mak- 
ing an  expence,  than  he  that  has  none.  But 
supposing  any  gentleman  so  wickedly  disposed, 
as  to  sacrifice  his  opinion  to  the  lucre  of  a 
place,  does  not  such  a  person,  who  has  spent 
fiv^  or  six  hundred  ponnds  at  his  election,  and 
his  circumstances  not  very  able  to  bear  it, 
come  more  prepared  forconrt-temptation,  than 
if  he  had  enjoyed  his  seat  in  parliament,  and 
been  free  from  the  trouble  and  expence  of  fre- 
quent elections  ?  I  appeal  to  gentlemen,  if  ex- 
pences  are  not  increased  ?  And  if  any  instance 
can  be  produced  where  they  are  abated,  many 
more  may  be  where  they  are  increased;  so 
that  the  end  of  the  bill,  in  this  respect,  is  no 
ways  answered. 
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It  is  said,  that  expencts  being  voluntary,  it  is 
the  fault  only  of  those  who  make  them  ;  but 
when  we  observe  the  contagion  of  expences  to 
be  universally  spread  in  the  kingdom  at  the  time 
of  elections,  and  a  dissolution  of  manners  occa- 
sioned by  snch  expences,  it  b  time  for  the  le- 
gislature to  interpose,  and  prevent  the  danger- 
ous  consequences  of  such  an  evil.  Do  gen- 
tlemen consider  the  distractions  occasioned  by 
election,  and  the  impossibility,  considering  the 
small  interval  of  elections,  to  heal  op  those 
wounds  which  the  animosities  of  parties  have 
occasioned ,  so  that  it  is  little  better  tlmn  living 
in  a  continual  state  of  warfare.  This  is  a  no 
less  fatal  than  undeniable  consequence  of  this 
bill,  which  was  calculated  for  the  ease  of  the 
subject. 

It  is  said,  the  reason  of  this  expedient,  as  it  is 
called,  is  because  the  majority  of  this  parlia- 
ment are  Whigs  :  and  though  Jt  is  allowed  tbst 
this  parliament  has  acted  fdr  the  service  of  his 
majesty  and  the  nation,  the  proceedings  of  the 
last  parliament  are  said  to  be  as  meritori- 
ous of  the  king's  good  opinion,  and  the  naticn*Sy 
as  what  this  parliament  has  done: 

It  is  much  insisted  on,  that  the  Tories  gave 
the  Civil  List :  that  is  true  ;  but  bad  tbey  not 
given  it,  I  believe  the  king  would  uot  have  been 
deprived  of  it.  It  is  said  the  king  was  received 
here  with  the  universal  joy  of  his  people  :  why 
did  that  satisfaction  cease  so  soon  ?  Has  the 
king  done  any  thing  to  lose  the  affection  of  so 
man^  of  bis  people  ?  or  have  his  ministers } 
If  his  ministers,  wliy  has  the  spirit  of  patri- 
otism been  so  much  wanting  tn  gentle- 
men, as  not  to  represent  to  the  king  or  in 
this  House, '  the  crimes  of  those  he  eiuplojps 
in  his  service  ?  But  if  no  real  handle  for  these 
discontents  has  been  given  by  king  or  ministers^ 
then  those  who  pretended  such  a  zeal  for  the 
king  and  his  •service,  at  his  arrival  here,  acted 
a  hypocritical  part,  and  meant  nothing  less  than 
what  they  now  make  professions  of.  Let  os 
consider  the  present  situation  of  the  minds  of 
the  people,  how  exasperated  one  set  of  them 
are  at  the  necessary  prosecutions  of  those,  who 
so  fatally  concerted  the  ruin  of  their  countrv; 
and  to  what  degree  that  restless  spirit  inflo- 
inced  the  people  in  the  late  rebellion ;  and  how 
industriously  a  false  and  mistaken  cause  of  the 
church  has  been  of  late  propagated  in  tbii 
nation. 

From  these  and  many  other  circomstances  of 
affairs,  and  other  symptoms  of  the  ill  teniper  of 
the  nation,  I  think  the  disposition  of  the  peo- 
ples minds  far  firom  being  suitable  to  the  busi- 
ness of  an  election,  but  mther  for  a  restoration 
of  that  person,  who  the  delnded  people  have 
b^n  taught  has  alone  a  right  to  the  crown,  sad 
is  to  come  to  free  you  from  tbe  oppressioasyoo 
now  lie  under. 

So  much  has  been  said  conceroiog  the  prt- 
parations  which  the  Resent  is  makiR£,  b^  ex- 
torting vast  sams  from  the  subjects  of  France; 
and  so  much  has  been  spoken  concerning  our 
alliances,  and  the  necessity  of  applying  ourselvci 
to  fiad  ooc  effectual  methods  for  disclwiijiog  tk 
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public  debts,  that  after  so  long  a  debate,  I 
shall  net  trouble  jroo  with  my  thoughts  upon 
those  subjects. 

It  must  be  sd)owed,  that  the  uatioo  has  obli- 
fition  to  those  patriot^  who  framed  this  law, 
with  a  view  and  expectation  it  would  prove  a 
secure  provision  for  the  liberty  and  ease  of  the 
subject :  but  could  those  great  and  honest  men 
have  foreseen  iqto  what  a  degenerate  state  this 
nation  would  fall,  they  would  have  been  con- 
vinced how  sufficient  and  cobweb  a  remedy  such 
abiil ffliut  prove,aad  they  would  scarce  have  been 
cootent  with  leaving  to  posterity  a  legacy,  which 
expecienoe  has  shewn  to  be  destructive,  instead  of 
any  real  advantage  to  them.  I  humbly  appre- 
beQd>tbat  when  laws  do  not  answer  their  end,  or 
prove  prejudicial  in  their  consequences,  it  is  the 
duQf  of  the  legislature  to  interpose  :  and  that 
the  suspension  of  this  bill  is  so  far  from  being  a 
violation  of  our  constitution,  that  it  is  the  heal- 
ing a  breach  made  in  the  constitution  by  those 
who  obtained  this  law. 

The  reasons  why  I  am  now  for  the  bill  are. 
To  dispose  the  people  to  follow  their  callings 
and  to  be  industrious,  by  takia^  from  them, 
for  a  time,  the  opportunity  of  distracting  oae 
another  by  elections :  to  prevent  such  who  have 
tbe  will,m)m  thepower  of  giving  any  new  dis- 
turbance to  the  government :  to  prevent  ano- 
ther rebellion,  there  beiog  just  as  much  reason 
to  expert  one  this  year,  as  there  was  the  last ; 
to  check  that  evil  spirit  in  those  who  have  sworn 
to  the  king,  and  rose  in  arms  against  him,  or 
abetted  such  who  have :  to  discountenance  that 
spirit  which  lately  did  so  far  prevail  in  tliis  na- 
tion as  to  approve  of  a  most  ignominious  con- 
dusioD  of  a  successful  war,  by  a  ruinous  peace : 
to  render  fruitless  any  concerted  project  of  the 
Begeot,or  auy  other  foreign  princes,  to  disturb 
this  nation  at  a  time  when  elections,  or  the  ap- 
proach of  them,  have  raised  a  ferment  in  the  mind 
of  the  people :  and  to  procure  to  tbe  clergy  an 
interval  from  being  politicians,  that  they  may  be 
tbe  better  able  to  take  care  oftbeirflocks,  in  the 
manner  the  Scri*pture  has  prescribed. —  For 
these  and  many  other  reasons,  too  lon^  to  enii- 
nterate  at  this  time,  I  am  for  the  commitment  of 
thisbilL 

Sir  ^ehard  Steele  spoke  next  for  the  bill,  as 
foUows;  • 

Mr.  Speaker,  It  is  evident  that  new  chosen 
annual  parliaments  were  never  the  custom  or 
right  of  this  kingdom :  it  remains  therefore  only 
to  consider,  now  that  there  is  a  law,  which  nudces 
parliaments  meet,  as  of  course,  at  such  a  stated 
time,  whether  the  period  of  three  years  answered 
tbe  purposes  intended  by  il  ?  The  preamble  to 
t^  Triennial  act  expresses,  that  it  was  intro- 
fhiced  into  the  constitution  for  the  better  *~  union 
and  agreement  of  the  king  and  hb  people ;'  but 
khasbada  quite  contrary  effect,  and  experience 
Itts  verified,  what  a  great  man  [meaniufr  the 
^  earl  ofSonderland]  said  of  it,  when  it  was 
«oacted,  'That  it  bad  made  a  triennial  king,  a 
'triennial  mtuistry,  a  triennial  alliance.'  We 
Kplthiiin  aU  occunewesof  state  ;  and  they  who 


look  upon  us  from  abroad,  behold  the  struegle 
in  which  we  are  necessarily  engaged  from  time 
to  time  under  this  law.    Ever  since  it  has  been 
enacted,  the  nation  has  been  in  a  series  of  con- 
tention :  the  first  year  of  a  Triennial  pariMiment 
has  been  spent  in  vindictive  decisions  and  animo- 
sities about  the  late  elections ;  the  second  session 
has  entered  into  business,  but  rather  with  a  spirit 
of  contradiction  to  what  the  prevailing  set  of  men 
in  former  parliaments  had  brought  to  pass,  than 
of  a  disinterested,  zeal  for  the  conunon  good :  tha 
third  session  languished  in  the  pursuit  of  what  lit- 
tle was  intended  to  be  done  in  tbe  second  ;  and 
tbe  approach  of  an  ensuing  election  terrified 
the  members  into  a  servile  management,  accord- 
ding  as  their  respective  principals  were  disposed 
towards  the  question  before  them  in  the  House. 
Thus  the  state  of  England  has  been  like  that  of 
a  vessel  in  distress  at  sea  :  the  pilot  and  mari- 
ners have  been  wholly  employed  in  keeping  tbe 
ship  from  sinking ;  the  art  of  navigation  was 
useless,  and  they  never  pretended  to  make  sail. 
It  is  objected,  '  That  the  alteration  proposed  is 
a  breach  of  trust :'    The  trust,  Sir,  reposed  in 
us,  is  that  of  the  public  good  :  the  King,  Lords 
and  Commons,  are  the  parties  who  exercise  this 
trust ;  and  when  the  King,  Lords,  and  Commons 
exercise  this  trust  by  the  measure  of  the  com- 
mon good,  they  discharge  tbemselves,  as  well 
in  the  altering  and  rep^ng  as  in  the  making 
or  confirming  laws.    The  period  of  time,  in  tliis 
case,  is  a  subordinate  consideration  ;  and  those 
,  j;entlemen  who  are  against  the  alteration,  speak 
in  too  pompous  a  stile,  when  they  tell  us^  '  we 
'  are  breaking  into  the  constitution.*    It  has 
been  farther  objected,  *  That  all  this  is  onljr 
*  giving  great  power  to  the  ministers,  who  may 
'make  an  arbitrary  use  of  it :'   the  ministers 
are  indeed  like  other  men,  from  the  infirmity  of 
human  nature  liable  to  be  made  worse  by  power 
>and  authority  ;  but  this  act  gives  no  addition  ta 
that  authority  itself ;    though  it  may  possibly 
prolong  the  exercise  of  it  in  them.    They  are 
nevertheless  responsible  for  their  actions  to  a 
parliament;    and  the  mode  of  enjoying  their 
offices  is  exactly  the  same.    Now,  when  the 
thing  is  thus,  and  that  the  period  of  three  years 
is  found,  from  infallible  experience  itself,  a  pe- 
riod that  can  afford  us  oo  good,  where  shall  we 
lest  ?  The  ills  that  are  to  be  doue  against  single 
persons  or  communities  are  done  by  surprize,- 
and  Qu  a  sudden ;  but  good  things  tire  slow  in 
their  progress,  and  must  wait  occasion.    De- 
strucdon  is  done  with  a  blow :  but  reformation  / 
is  brought  about  by  leisurely  advanees.  All  the 
mischiaft  which  can  be  wrought  under  the  Sep- 
tennial act,  can  be  perpetrated  under  the  Trien* 
nial ;  bitt  all  the  food  which  may  be  compassed 
under  tbeSeptential,  cannot  be  hoped  for  under 
the  Triennial.    We  may  fear'  that  the  ministers 
may  do  us  harm,  but  that  is  no  reason  why  we 
should   continue  tliem  under  a  disability  of 
doing  us  good.     For  these  considerations^  I 
am  unreservedly  for  the  Bill,  thus ; 

Mr.  5ne// spoke  aeaiost  tbe  bill. 

Mr.  Speaker  j,— We  are  told  tbere  issa  abse^ 
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.  l(^e  tiecestitj  for  tke  biU  which  is  now  before 
YOU,  ahd  that  those  who  oppose  it,  are  no 
better  than  friends  tb  a  Popisn  Pretender,  ^t 
as  I  wish  as  well  to  his  present  majesty's  per- 
son and  governtnent,  as  the  most  zealous  for  his 
senrice,  I  shall  never  resigti  my  opinion  to 
words  only,  and  betray  ray  trust  to  serve  the 
ptirposesof  a  ministry.— I  cannot  hot  think  this 
Dill,  if  it  pass  into  a  law,  will  highW  infringe  the 
liberties  of  the  people  ;  and  as  I  caii  by  no 
means  assent  to  the  reasons  that  are  ofieped  to 
prove  it  necessary,  so  I  shall  heartily  give  my 
negative  to  it.< — I  do  not  wunder  to  hear  aneces^ 
sity  urged  for  altering  the  constitution  of  oor 
parliaments,  by  those  who  have  given  up  their 
own. 

[This  last  expression,  which  was  supposed  to 
be  owing  to  Mr.  Uaddon's,  a  Scots  member, 
having  declared  for  the  bill,  was  resented  bv 
Mr.  Thomas  Smith,  who  said,  Tlmt  Mr.  Sneu 
would  iiot  be  so  bold  as  to  speak  those  worth 
any  where  else.  He  was  seconded  by  lord  Co- 
ningsby  ;  and  the  dispute  being  like  to  grow 
warm,  Mr  Speaker  interposed,  and  said.  That 
idl  the  members  having  the  privilege  of  explain- 
ing themselves,  Mr.  Snell  ought  to  have  the  li- 
berty of  so  doing.  Hereupon  Mr.  Snell  said. 
That  he  meant  no  personnlreflection  on  that 
worthy  member,  for  that  he  spoke  only  of  the 
Sots  nation  in  general.  To  which  sir  David 
Dalrymple  replied,  That  Mr.  Snell's  explana- 
tion hicreased  the  offi^nce,  instead  of  lessening 
it,  and  that  he  demanded  satisfaction. — Some 
other  members  also  calling  out  *  To  the  Bar,  To 
« the  Bar,'  Mr.  Snell  excused  himself,  by 
begging  pardon  for  any  unguarded  expression 
that  m^ht  have  escaped  mm  :  Upon  which 
the  a£^tr  dropped,  and  he  went  on  as  follows  :] 
Sir ;— The  chief  arguments  made  use  of  for 
the  biU,  as  it  repeals  the  Triennial  act.  nnd 
continues  the  present  parliament,  are,  To  ap- 
pease the-  groundless  anhnosities  of  the  peo- 
ple :  To  avoid  expences,  which  frequent  elec- 
tions occasion,  to  the  impoverishing  of  many 
^tlemen*s  families;  To  obviate  tumultuous 
riots  and  assemblies,  which  might  give  a  handle 
to  a  second  rebellion  :  and,  l^ily,  To  forther 

'  Our  alliances  abroad. — How  we  can  possibly 
expect  to  Quiet  the  ^undless  animosities  of 
the  people  by  this  bill,  I  must  own,  I  am  at  a 
loss  to  imagine,  unless  stripping  them  of  tlieir 
most  valuable  privileges,  which  they  and  theii" 
ancestors  have  for  many  ages  past  exercised 
and  enjoyed,  may  be  thought  a  proper  expedient 
to  reconcile  their  affections^  and  endear  the 
present  administration  to  them. 

The  expences  at  elections  are  merely  volun- 
tary, and  if  any  one  suffers  by  them  he  has 
none  to  blame  but  himself;  and  I  scarce  believe 
gentlemen  to  be  serious  in  this  particular  ;  for 
let  us  look  but  a  little  backwan^  and  trace  this 
mischievous  evil,  this  growing  corruption,  tliat 
needs  such  an  extraordinary  remedy,  to  its  ori- 
ginal, and  we  shall  find  it  has  its  rise  from  tite 
same  place  whence  the  remedy  proposed  had 
its  beginning ;  and  that  former  ill  ministries, 
the  bettar  to  forward  their  sinister  views,  have. 


by  sending  their  agents  throogli  the  kiil|gdoiii, 
at  an  .approaching  election,  debavcfaM  the  peo- 
ple with  the  public  money  ;  to  Chat  pitob  of 
corruption  we  are  now  arrived.  It  b  otherwise 
impossible  to  give  an  aeooimt  how  so  many  gen- 
tlemen are  chosen  to  serve  in  pariiameDt^  in 
counties  and  places  where  they  fiave  no  Ymble 
estates  or  interest ;  nay,  some  perhaps  wtiose 
names  were  never  heard  of  in  die  cottoty  a 
month  before  the  election. 

The  Rebellion  b  happily  now  at  an  end,  and 
the  government  so  much  better  secured  agahm 
riots  and  tumultuotis  assemblies,  by  the  whole- 
some laws  provided  by  the  wisdom  of  thb  patw 
liament,  that  little  or  no  danger  can  be  reason- 
ably apprehended  from  thence ;  especialiy,  if 
we  consider  the  ntimber  of  forces  pradently 
quartered  throughout  the  kingdom,  sttmdent  to 
suppress  the  most  daring  commotions  that 
shall  be  attempted. 

The  last  reason  made  use  of  to  prove  the  ne- 
cessity of  thib  bill,  is,  that  it  will  enable  the  go- 
vernment the  better  to  treat  and  negoaiate  fo- 
reign alliances.  But  sorely  those  who  nakt 
use  of  this  as  an  argument,  are  straneerS  to  the 
constitution  of  England  ;  for  by  the  known 
and  standing  law  of  the  land,  the  rsht  of  mak- 
ing peace  and  war.  treaties  and  aTliaaces,  are 
ondeni&bly  tlie  kin^  s  prerogative ;  and  the  king 
may  exercise  that  right,  as  to  him  seems  best, 
and  most  for  the  good  and*  bene^t  of  his  people, 
without  application  to  parliament,  either  to  ap- 
prove or  confirm.  But  admitting  that  of  late 
years  parliaments  have  thought  Uiemsel^es  m- 
titled  to  interpose  their  advice  in  treatS^  and 
alliances,  though  I  deny  it  to  be  their  right,  this 
is  an  argument  singly  sufficient  with  me  to  sop* 
port  the  Triennial  Bill.  For  supposing  a  mi- 
nistry shall  at  any  time  negociate  an  alliance 
prejudicial  to  the  interest  of  En^and,  and  by 
their  artifice  impose  upon  a  pariiament  to  ap> 
prove  and  confirm  it ;  is  it  not  a  peculiar  hap- 
piness, that  such  a  parliament  will  quickly  have 
an  end ;  and  that  the  people  have  it  in  their 
own  power,  by  another,  wnich  must  soon  he 
callra,  to  correct  th^  misdeeds  of  such  a  mi- 
nistry, and  prevent  the  farther  ill  consequences 
of  such  a  treaty  to  the  nation. 

But  allowing  the  arguments  that  are  made 
use  of  sufhbient  to  prove  the  necessity  of  re- 
pealing the  TrienniaJ  Bill  at  present,  I  would 
oeg  leave  to  Oonsider,  whether  it  be  in  our 
oower  or  no,  to  continoe  the  present  partfautent 
beyond  the  time  for  which  the  people  cfaose  osf 
And  as  for  my  own  .part,  1  freely  declare  it 
as  my  opinion,  though  I  shall  alwavs'acquiesce 
in  the  judement  of  the  majority,  that  the  pur- 
port ot  this  bin,  so  fhr  as  it  relates  to  the  con- 
tinuance pf  this  present  parliament,  is  not  with- 
in the  compass  of  the  trust  reposed  in  us  by  the 
people.  And  to  satisfy  gentlemen  thatlsdk 
not  singular  in  this  opinion,  I  would  beg^teir 
patience  to  read  to  them  a  passage  or  two  from 
Mr.  Locke's  Treatise  of  Oovemnbent.  *  the 
>  power  of  the  legblativ^,says  he,  being  deiived , 
*  from  l!he  people  by  a  positive  rohtOtary  gtant 
'  and  institQtioniCaa  m^o  othatban  what  dMt 
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*  powute  grant  conveytd  ;  which  being  only  to 

*  imike  law»  and  not  legitUitora,  th«  legislntive  can 

*  ban  00  powerof  tramfetting  their  aathority  of 

*  atidng  laws,  and  placing  it  in  other  hands. 
Aeain,  he  la/9  it  down  atarole,  *  Thai  when  the 

*  tociett  has  placed  the  legislative  irt  any  as- 
<  sonbly  of  men,  to  continue  in  them  and  their 
« successors,  the  legislative  can  never  revert  to 
/  the  people  wbibt  that  government  lasts ;  be* 
<caase,  having  proviH^    a    legislature   with 

*  power  to  continue  for  e%'er,  they  have  given. 

*  up  their  political  power  to  tlje  legislative  and 

*  cannot  resume  it;  but  if  they  have  set  limits 

*  to  the  duration  of  their  legislative,  and  make 

*  dus  supreme  power  in  any  person  or  assembly 

*  only  temporary ;  at  the  determination  of  the 

*  time  set,  it  reverts  to  the  society,  and  the 

*  people  htive  a  right  to  place  it  in  new  hands/ 
I  beg  pardon  for  the  length  of  tlie  quotation  ; 
but  as  the  author,  in  his  life  time,  was  always 
esteemed  a  man  of  great  learning  and  candour, 
atid  no  ways  suspected  as  disafected  to  the 
accession  in  the  house  of  Hanover,  I  could 
not  omit  taking  notice  of  the  sentiments  of  so 
great  a  man,  so  conduci\'e  to  a  right  under- 
standing of  the  point  now  in  question.  And  if 
these  positions  are  true,  the  inferences  are  ^-ery 
obvious ;  the  people  of  England  have  n  futi* 
damental  indisputable  right  to  appoint  their 
reprttentatives  in  parliament ;  and  by  a  law 
still  in  being,  for  three  years  and  no  longer, 
subject  to  the  king's  power  of  dissolution,  have 
chosen  us  their  representatives,  in  pursuance 
of  that  law;  and  therefore,  whenever  thSit  Tri- 
canial  term  shall  expire^  have  a  right  to  chuse 
new  ones. 

It  may  be  objected^  That  when  the  people 
hate  once  constituted  the  legislative,  that  the 
legislature  is  thereby  rested  with  the  whole 
poiter  of  their  electors :  and  it  cannot  be  de« 
Died,  but,  geoeral^^  speaking,  it  will  hold  true. 
Aod  the  people  of  England,  hating  chosen  us 
to  represent  them,  we  are  thereby  impowered 
not  only  to  in^ke  laws,  but  to  alter  or  repeal 
an^  law  in  being,  as  we  shall  think  £t,  for  their 
benefit  and  security ;  and  they  will  andbubt* 
edit  be  bound  tbureby.  But  then  this  is  to  be 
understood,  where  the  subject-matter  of  the 
taws  we  make  is  within  compass  of  the  trust 
which  the  people  have  or  may  at  least  be  sup- 
\tf*ie4  to  delegate  to  us ;  and  it  is  in  an  ill  way 
of  reasoning  to  assert,  that  we  have  a  power  to 
do  what  we  cannot  do  without  prejudice  to 
those  we  represent. 

The  ri|ht  of  electing  representatives  in  par- 
Bament,  is  inseparably  inherent  in  the  people 
of  Orent  Britain,  and  can  never  be  thought  to 
be  delMted  to  the  representatives,  unless  you 
win  m&e  the  elected  to  he  the  elector ;  and, 
kt  ihe  same  time,  suppose  it  the  will  of  the  peo- 
ple, that  their  represeoytatives  should  have  it 
in  their  power  to  destroy  those  that  made  them, 
^ditnever  a  ministry  shall  think  it  necessary 
to  s<fteeo  themselves  from  their  just  vesent- 
iMots :  this  would  bt  to  destroy  the  fence  to  all 
^r  freedom ;  for  if  we  have  a  rieht  to  con- 
Kim^vnelTeiooe  yeu*,  onemon^ior  day, 


beyond  our  Triennial  term,  it  will  nnavoidablje 
follow,  we  have  it  in  our  power  to  make  our- 
selves perpetual ;  and  whatever  necessity  we 
ma^r  be  reduced  to  her^i^r,  matters  are  not 
yet  in  that  apparent  bad  ct)ndition,  to  convince, 
the  people  that  there  is  a  present  occasion  for 
this  dangerous  innovation  in  their  oonstitmion. 

To  say  that  the  passing  this  Bill  is  not  to 
grasp  t<i  ourselves  the  right  of  election,  but 
only  to  enlarge  the  time  for  calling  new  piar- 
iaments,  is  a  manifest  fallacy ;"  for  wheneveal 
our  three  yean  are  expired,  we  can  no  longer 
be  said  to  subsist  by  the  choice  of  the  people 
but  by  our  own  appointment ;  and  it  b  a  jest 
to  tell  roe,  I  hate  e  right  to  that  whkh  another 
has  a  right  to  take  from  me. 

Whoever  will  consider  well  the  frame  and 
nafure  of  our  constitution,  will  find  it  caU 
colated  for  every  circumstance  needful  for  the 
security  of  a  free  people.  We  are  guarded 
by  our  representatives  in  parliament,  against 
any  arbitrary  encroachments  of  the  supreme 
executive  power?  and  by  frequent  and  new* 
parliaments,  against  the  weakness,  folly,  and 
corruption  of  our  representatives  i  and  though 
many  instances  may  be  given  of  long  intermis* 
sions  of  parliaments,  yet  that  does  by  no  means 
prove  frequent  and  new  parliaments  not  to 
be  partof  our  constitution ;  nod  it  is  obvious  to 
every  impartial  person,  that  without  them  our 
constitution  is  defective.  For  these  reasons 
I  cannot  approve  of  this  bill :  I  think  it  an  open 
violation  of  the  people's  hberties,  or,  to  speak 
most  mikfly  of  it,  a  breach  of  ouf  trust  in  that . 
part  which  will  most  sensibly  a£fect  them ;  and 
of  that  ill  tendency  in  its  consequence,  that  as 
nothing  but  the  security  of  the  ministry  can 
make  it  at  this  time  needful,  so  nothing  but  a 
standing  force  can  make  it  Idsting.  ' 

Bfr.  BfitMTiZsy  *  spoke  next  against  tKe  BiH : 
Mr.  Speaker ;  I  may  venture  to  affirm,  that 
the  bill  now  before  you  is  of  higher  concern  to 
the  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  than  any  that 
ever  vet  was  before  you :  it  taJces  away  the 
peopfe^s  right  of  appointing  their  representatives^ 
It  deprives  themor  their  share  mtbe  l^islature, 
and,  in  my  opinion,  wounds  the  oonatitation  of 
parliaments  very  deep. 

No  gentleman  is  ignorant,  that  the  frame  of 
our  government  is  made  up  of  the  Ring,  the 
Lords,  and  the  Commons.  These,  with  re- 
spect to  each  other,  have  ever  been  esteemed 
separate,  although,  vrhen  put  together,  they 
make  but  one  entire  government.  The  dura* 
tion  <9f  this  form  of  government  in  En^land^ 
longer  than  in  our  neighbouring  countries,  is 
manifestly  owing  to  the  care  Men  by  those 
that  went  before  us,  in  keeping  these  three  Con- 
stituent parts  of  the  political  body  op  to  the 
rules  of^their  first  institution,  by  restraining 
eadi  to  its  proper  bounds,  and  in  not  suffering 
one  to  be  over-bom, or  swallowed  up  by  the 

other  two :   however  these  three  great  parts 

' —  --..--       ■      _      .  .  .  . .   .  , ^,  — 

*  For  a  short  account  of  him,  See  vol.  6,  p. 
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may  in  other  r€spect8  be  coosidered,  yet  with 
wgard  to  the  legislatite  they  must  act  in  con- 
junction. The  assent  of  each  to  the  making  of 
laws  is  essentially  necessary,  but  the  manner 
of  giving  this  assent  is  different  in  the  people, 
from  what  it  is  in  the  king,  and  in  the  lords. 
The  people,  by  reason  of  their  number,  can* 
pot  be  personally  present  at  the  passing  of  laws, 
their  assent  pan  no  otherwise  be  signified,  than 
by  their  representatives.  -The  disadvantage  the 
Commons  are,  in  this  respect  under,  is  in  some 
sort  made  up  to  theiQ  by  tlie  care  taken  in  the 
framing  of  our  government,  that  they  snould 
be  truly  and  fairly  represented. 

That  elecrioDs  shall  be  free,  is  often  declared 
in  our  written  laws.  It  is  in  effect  saying,  that 
■either  the  power  of  the  crown,  nor  the  power 
of  the  lords  should  interpose  in  them.  The 
resolution  of  this  Housq,  renewed  every  session, 
viz. '  That  for  a  lord  lo  concern  himself  in  the 

*  election  of  members  to  serve  for  the  Commons 

*  in  parliament,  is  a  high  in^ugement  of  the 
/  liberties  aud  privileges  of  the  Commons  of 

^  Great  Britain/  sufficiently  shews  the  jealousy 
the  Commons  ever  had  of  the  Lords  inter- 
meddling in  the  elections  of  their  represeuta- 
tives. 

The  attempts  made  on  the  king's  part,  to- 
wards influencing  elections,  have  been  princi- 
pally by  officers  under  the  nomination  of  the 
crown.  As  this  mischief  from  time  to  time  ap- 
peared, laws  were  introduced  providing  against 
It.  The  statute  7  Hen.  4,  c.  15,  recites  that 
law  to  be  made  *  At  the  grievous  complaint  of 
'  the  Commons  of  the  undue  elections  for  par- 
^  liament,'  and  directs,  among,  other  things, 
'  that  sheriffs  should  proceed  to^elections  freely 
<  and  indifferently,,  notwithstanding  any  com- 

*  maud  to  the  contrary.'  Many  subsequent 
laws  were  made  for  preserving  to  the  people 
this  privilege,  on  which  all  other  depend,  of 
being  faithmlly  represented  in  parliament.  No 
less  than  seven  acts  were  made  in  king  Wil- 
liam's time  for  that  perpose:  so  greatly  did  the 
endeavours  of  officers  to  influence  elections  at 
that  time  abound.  The  statute  of  3  Will,  and 
Mar.  c.  1,  takes  notice,  SThalthe  officers  of 
'  the  excise,  by  reason  of  the  greatness  of  the 

*  duty,  and  the  extraordinary  powers  giveii  to 

*  them,  had  frequently,  by  threats  or  promises, 

*  so  far  prevailed  on  electors,  that  they  had 
*■  been  absolutely  debarred  of  the  freedom  of 

*  giving  their  votes ;  which,  according  to  the 

*  known  constitution  of  this  kingdom,  every  per- 

*  son  ought  to  have  and  enjoy.'  It  then  enacts, 
'  that  any  such  officer  who  persuades  or  dis- 
'  soades  any  elector  from  giving  his  vote,  shall 
'  forfeit  100/.  and  be  incapable  of  executing  any 

*  office  relating  to  the  excise.'  Another  law  of 
(he  like  nature  was  latdy  made  in  relation  to 
the  officers  concerned  in  collecting  the  post-of- 
fice duty.  These  laws  are  now  all  to  be  laid 
asleep^  Provisions  made  for  protecting  the 
people's  right  of  election  must  become  insig- 
nificant, if  elections  themselves  are  no  longer  to 
be  allowed. 

The  care  taken  by  the  founders  of  our  go- 


vernment to  preserve  this  right,  did  not  stop 
here;  it  was  not  si^fficient  to  that  purpose,  that 
elections  should  be  free ;  it  was  likewise  neces- 
sary that  they  should  be  frequent.  The  people's 
right  to  frequent  elections  was  founded  on  Mib- 
itantial  reasons  :  for  since  they,  who  could  act 
no  otherwise  than  by  .representatives,  were  ca- 
pable of  being  mistaken  in  their  choice,  and  the 
person  chosen  liable  to  be  tempted  over  to  a 
dependence  on  the  crown,  or  on  the  Lords,  aod 
thereby  receive  an  undue  influence,  it  became 
necessary  that  frequent  opportunities  shoold  be 
given  to  the  Commons  to  correct  their  choice, 
and  thereby  prevent  the  danger  which  the  un- 
faithfulness of  their  representatives  might  other- 
wise bring  upon  them. 

Thai  the  people  had  a  right  to  frequent  elec- 
tions, is  made  unquestionable  by  the  best  of 
evidence,  perpetual  usage.  From  the  first  foot- 
steps of  parliaments,  down  to  the  time  of  Hen- 
ry 8,  not  only  from  records,  hut.  firom  the 
printed  statutes,  the  frequency  of  elections  does 
appear.  The  most  repeated  instances,  within 
that  period  of  time,  are  of  parliaments  deter- 
mining within  the  compass  of  a  year;  no  in- 
stance where  they  continued  longer  than  three. 

King  Charles  1,  that  unfortunate  prince,  was 
put  upon  governing  without  parliaments ;  but 
the  necessity  ofa&irs  forcing  him  to  change 
his  purpose,  a  parliament  was  called  in  the  16th 
year  of  his  reign,  in  which  a  law  of  an  extra- 
ordinary nature  was  passed,  viz. '  That  in  case 
'  the  king  did  not  call  a  parliament  within  three 
'  years  after  the  determination  of  the  preceding 
'  parliament,  then  the  lord  chancellur,  &c. 
'  should  issue  writs  for  that  purpose ;'  with 
many  other  extraordinary  provbions.  That 
parliament  soon  after  perpetuated  themselves, 
so  far  as  it  was  capable  of  being  done ,  aod  by 
an  act  made  the  same  year,  *  tbev'were  not  to 
'  be  dissolved  but  by  act  of  parliament.' 
To  the  long  continuance  of  which  parliament 
were  alUhe  calamities  of  the  civil  war  to  be 
imputed. 

This  sUtute  of  the  16th  of  Charles  1  was  re- 
pealed l\y  the  statute.of  the.  16th  of  Charles  8, 
c.  1.  But  notwithstanding  the  fond  humour 
the  nation  was  then  in,  even  by  the  same  Act 
it  was  declared, '  That  by  the  laws  of  this  realm, 
'  parliaments  are  to  be  held  very  often,'  and  to 
the  end  there  misht  be  a  frequent  caUing,  as- 
sembling, and  holding  parhamentd  once  in  three 
years  at  least,  it  was  declared  and  enacted, 
<  that  parliaments  should  not  be  intermitted 
'  above  three  years  at  the  most.' 

In  king  Charles  Sd's  time  another  turn  of 
policy  was  taken,  which  was  to  bring  the  House 
of  CoTTfmons  lo  the  bent  of  the  ministry,  by  the 
secret  application  of  pensions  to  the  memb^s. 
Such  was  the  modesty  eveu  of  ^that  age,  as  not 
openly  and  avowedly  to  bias  with  offices,  those 
who  ought  at  least  ^>  be  the  faithful  represen- 
tatives of  the  people.  For  the  efiecting  of  th0 
pernicious  purpose  of  corrupting  the  Commoiiii, 
it  was  necessAr)'  that  the  piirliameot  should  be 
prolonged;  winch  it  was  f>r  eighteen  years; 
assurance  of  which  beiag  privately  given  to 
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many  of  the  members,  and  there  being  time 
sufficieot  to  i^ain  upon  others,  not  so  far  intrust- 
ed with  the  secret,  the  design  was  effected. 
And  Mich  was  the  behaviour  of  that  parliament, 
that  It  acquired  the  infamous  name  of  the  Pen* 
sioner-Par  hamen  t. 

The  attack  thus  made  on  the  constitution 
of  parliaments^,  by  depriving  the  people  of  their 
rifjht  of  frequent  elections,  ^ave  birth  to  the 
jealousy  the  uaiion  entertained,  of  the  inten- 
tion that  prince  had  of  assuming  to  himself  a 
despotic  power.  How  uneasy  the  later  part  of 
his  reign  became  on  that  account,  is  well  known; 
and  this  ndtion  has  felt  the  effects  of  the  fervent 
and  divisions  which  then  arose ;  and  by  the  ar- 
tifice of  ill-designing  ministers,  have  been  ever 
siace  contiiiued.  The  people  being  warned  by 
the' narrow  escape  their  liberties  met  with  from 
thatparliaraeot,  tiid,  after  much  struggle,  ob- 
tain this  law  of  Triennial  Parliaments,  the  only 
remedy  left  for  preserving  their  .ancient  consti- 
tutiuo.  And  now,  after  above  an  hundred  mil- 
lions given  by  the  people,  in  order  to  preserve 
their  old  form  of  government,  here  is  a  bill  sent 
as  by  the  Lords,  which  if  it  passes,  must  expose 
us  again  to  the  greatest  of  dangers,  which  bthat 
of  a  long  parliament. 

In  the  time  of  that  Pensioner-Parliament, 
which  began  in  1609,  the  means  of  temptation 
in  the  minister's  hands,  were  not  so  great  as 
they  now  are  :  the  Civil  List  is  well  nigh  dou- 
ble to  what  it  then  was  :  the  dependence  on 
the  crown  is  greatly  enlarged,  by  reason  of  the 
increase  of  officers  for  mauaging  the  public 
revenue  and  funds.  What  influence  these  may 
have  upon  an  exhausted  nation,  under  the  ter- 
ror which  40,000  regolar  troops  carry  With  them, 
is  easily  foreseen. 

No  wonder  the  Lords,  who  are  ever  fond 
of  power,  have  sent  us  a  bill  which  admits 
of  their  having  a  share  io  the  nomination  of  the 
Hoose  of  Commons  :  but  I  cannot  gues^  what 
should  induce  them  to  expect  our  concurrence. 
Sarely  they  cannot  think  so  meanly  of  us,  that 
for  the  sake  of  continuing  our  seats  here,  we 
should  give  into  what  so  greatly  aflfects  the 
rights  of  those  that  sent  us.  Can  we  be  thought 
•0  ungrateful,  as  to  join  in  the  destruction  of 
the  power  that  raised  us  ?  Can  the^  think  us 
80  unfaithful,  as  to  betray  our  trust  m  this  gross 
manner,  by  renouncing  our  relation  to  the  peo- 
ple, and  accepting  from  the  crown,  and  nt>m 
themselves  a  renewal  of  our  right  to  sit  here? 
should  they  imagine  us  no  longer  to  be  influ- 
eoced  by  the  rules  of  justice  and  morality;  yet 
Bethinks  they  should  allow  us  to  have  some 
*cn9e  of  shame  remaining,  which  must  give  us 
pain  when  we  return  into  our  countries,  and 
wok  those  in  the  fiice  wb6m  we  have  so  matly 
injured. 

I  woul^  take  notice  of  a  matter  that  was 
menduned  in  the  debate,viz.<  That  supposing 
'  this  bill  should  undergo  the  forms  used  in  the 
*1^«g  of  bills,  whether  it  would  carry  with  it 
the  obligation  of  a  law  ?^  Of  this  I  own  my- 
self much  in  doubt.  The  powers  we  are  in- 
^'i^Hed  mitk,  tt  repreteoutiTtt  of  the  people. 


appear  in  the  form  of  a  writ  for  summoning  the 
parliament.  And  in  the  indentures  annexed  to 
the  return,  the  writ  recites,  *  Whereas  we  have 

*  thought  fit  to  call  a  parliament,  touching  dj- 

*  vers  urgent  affairs,  eoncemins  us,  the  »tate,  and 

*  defence  of  our  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,'  it 
then   requires,    '  That  the  sheriff  do  cause  two 

*  to  be  elected  knights,  &c.  to  act  in,  and  con- 
'  sent  to  what  shall  be  ordained  by  the  com- 
'  mon  council  of  Great  Britain, '  super  negotiis 
'  antedictis.'  The  indenture  annexed  to  the 
return,  answers  tlte  writ,  vix.  *  That  they  havis 

*  elected  such  and  such  to  attend  according  to 

*  the  tenor  of  the  writ,  and  given  them   full 

*  power  to  act  in,  and  consent  to,  all  things  in 
'  the  said  parliament,  which  shall  be  by  com- 
'  mon  council  and  consent  ordained,  touching 
'  the  state  and  defence  of  his  majesty's  king- 

*  dom  of  Great  Britain.'  The  question  then 
is.  Whether  the  authority  thus  given  us  to  act, 
touching  the  defence  of-  the  guvernment,  does 
enable  us  to  lay  aside  one  of  the  three  great 

•estates,  the  people,  by  denying  them  their  right 
of  acting  by  their  representatives  in  parliament 
and  consequently  their  share  in  the  legislature  f 
does  the  power  put  into  our  hands  by  the  peo* 
pl^Justifyour  turning  the  dagger  into  the  bowels 
of  the  constitution  ?  This  doubt  is  increased, 
by  the  notion  that  prevailed  touching  the  in 
validitv  of  the  statute  of  the  16th  Car.  1,  c.  7, 
wherebythat  parliament  was  not  to  be  dissolved 
but  by  an  act  of  parliament.  NTn  act  of  parliament 
was  ever  made  for  that  ptirpose;  which  would 
certainly  have  been  done,  had  the  subsequent 
parliament  thought  that  a  law  made  in  diminn* 
tioD  of  the  people's  interest  in  the  legislature  had 
been  valid,  (it  is  to  be  observed*,  that  by  an  Act 
of  the  Convention  that  met  in  April  1660,  the 
Long  Parliament  that  met  in  1640  was  declared 
to  be  dissolved :  but  that  act  was  not  confirmed 
by  parliament,  as  most  of  the  other  acts  of  that 
Convention  were  by  the  statute  of  the  ISth 
Car.  2,  c.  7.) 

*'  I  should  be  very  willing  to  hear  answered 
what  a  worthy  member  who  just  now  spoke 
for  committing  the  bill,  and  owned  hbtenti- 
roents  altered  touching  the  Triennial  Act,  has 
told  the  world  in  an  excellent  Treatise  of  this  • 
[Meaning  Mr.  Moleswortb,''  in  liis  Preface  to 
bis  Account  of  Denmarkl  *  That  no  people  can 
^ive^way  the  freedom  or  themselves  and  their 
'  posterity :    that  such  a  donation  ought  to  be 

*  esteemed  of  no  greater  validity  than  the  ph 
'  of  a  child,  or  of  a  nuuiman :  that  people  cm 
*■  no  more  part  with  tlieir  legal  liberties,  tbaa 
I  kingis  can  alienate  their  crowns.'  Every  body 
is  sensible  tbatthe  public  occasions  will  requhre 
large  supplies ;  and  should  so  much  as  a  doubt 
arise  in  men's  minds  touching  the  legality  of  the 
taxes,  it  will  tend  to  increase  the  general  dis- 
satisfaction, so  oflen  mentioned  in  this  debate, 
and  subject  us  to  hazard  there  is  no  occasion  to 
run,  did  we  content  oorsdves  with  proceeding 
in  the  common  methods,  which  the  usage  of 
many  ages  does  j^ustify.  For  these  reasons  I  am 
against  committmg  the  bill. 
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Sir  Robert  EayimoHd*  spolce  Ukewise  against 
the  bill  as  follows  : 

Mr.  Speaker ;  I  am  very  sensible  under 
Tvhat  disadvaniage  I  must  speak  after  so  long 
a  debate :  I  will  therefore  endeavour  to  con^ 
tract  what  occurs  to  me  on  this  subiect,  aod  to 
avoid  repeating  what  has  been  said  before  by 
other  gentlemen.  And  in  what  I  have  to  ufier 
I  shall  observe  this  method;  I  will  first  consi« 
der  the  arguments  that  have  been  used  for  this 
billy  and  then  give  my  reasons  why  I  am 
against  it. 

The  arguments  for  the  bill  are,  I  think,  chiefly 
these :  the  expences  in  elections.  Tbe  auimo* 
sities  and  divisions  made  and  continued  hy 
triennial  elections;  the  advantages  our  enemies 
may  take  of  these  animosities  and  divisions  ; 
and  the  encouragement,  I  think  no  gentlemen 
has  spoke  plainer,  that  this  bill  will  give  to  our 
allies  to  treat  with  us,  and  to  enter  into  proper 
alliances,  for  our  mutual  benefit  and  advantage. 

As  to  the  expences  in  elections,  it  must  be 
acknowledged  that  they  are  arown  vary  scan- 
dalous as  well  as  grievous  and  burtbensome  to 
the  gentlemen  of  England.  They  have  increased 
upon  them,  not  from  the  contests  of  neighbour- 
ing gentlemen  with  one  another,  but  from  stran- 
gers, by  what  influence  or  direction  I  cannot 
tell,  aoming  to  their  boroughs,  who  have  no 
natural  interest  to  recommend  them,  notliing 
bot  bribery  and  corruption,  which  has  put 
gentlemen  under  the  necessity  of  areat  expences 
Co  preserve  their  interests,  and  serve  their 
country.  And  yen  must  give  me  leave  to  add, 
that  another  causa  has  been,  the  im|>ttnity  that 
bribery  and  corruption  have  met  with  in  this 
House,  when  they  have  been  vary,  notorious, 
and  very  fully  detected.  But^  I  fear^  this  bill 
can  be  no  cure  to  that  evil,  it  will  ratbec  in- 
crease it;  for  as  the  term  of  the  continuance 
of  a  parliament  is  prolonged,  so  the  expences 
will  increase  with  it.  An  annuity  for  seven 
years  deserves  a  better  consideration,  than  for 
three ;  and  those  that  will  give  money  to  get  into 
parliament,  will  give  more  for  seven  £an  for 
three  years.  Nothing  will  so  eSectoally  pre« 
vent  expences,  aa  annual  parliaments:  That 
was  our  ancient  constitution,  and  every  depart*- 
ing  from  it,  la  usually  atteodad  with  great  in- 
conveniences. 

As  for  our  aninuiaitiaf  and  divisions,  I  am 
•orry  there  are  any,  but  cannot  believe  this  bill 
will  be  a  remedy  for  than.  The  animosities 
and  divisions  raised  by  elections  are  of  a  private 
jiatur^,  and  little  afiect  the  public  :  those  that 
do,  are  otherwise  to  be  accounted  for,  which 
might  have  been  extinguished  ;  bat  the  oppor- 
tunities have  been  neglected,  and  I  wish  some 

*<<  One  of  those  many  emmeat  men  who 
have  risen  to  the  peerage  firom  the  nrofiession 
of  the  law.  He  was  Solicitor  General  to  qnean 
Anne,  Attorney  General  to  Geoi^ge  the  1st,  by 
whom  he  was  appointed  one  of  Sie  Commia- 
aioaersof  tbe  Great  Seal  and  Chief  Jpstice  of 
tbe  Kingfs'  Bench  ;  to  which  station  he  died  in 
17SS.''    Lord  Orford's  Noble  Authors. 


persons  have  not  studied  rather  to  contioae 
and  increiise  them,  than  to  extinguish  them.  I 
will  speak  plainly  on  this  occasion,  I  think 
the  greatest  animosities  and  divisions^  the 
greatest  discontents  and  uneasinesses  now 
among  us,  have  b'een  owing  to  tlie  unreasona- 
ble resentments,  avarice,  and  ambition  of  some, 
and  to  the  unaccountable  folly  and  madness  of 
others. 

,  That  our  enemies  will  take  advantage  of  our 
divisions,  is  not  to  be  doubted,  if  it  is  iu  their 
power;  but  1  must  observe,  that  since  tbe 
Triennial  act  passed,  there  have  been  ten  se- 
veral parliaments  called,  most  of  them  when 
you  were  actually  in  war,  your  animosities  and 
divisions  great,  and  your  enemies  vigilant ;  yet 
no  inconvenieocies  followed,  nor  were  any,  as  I 
have  heard  of,  so  much  as  attempted  at  the 
times  of  those  elections. 

The  last  of  the  arguments  I  have  recited,  i» 
the  encouragement  this  will  give  to  your  allies  to 
enter  into  treaties  with  you.  No  one  says  they 
want  this  encouragement ;  no  one  says  tbey 
ask  it ;  so  that  I  mav  conclude  this  is  only  a 

{»retence.  I  should  be  sorry  we  had  such  al- 
ies  as  vvould  not  treat  with  hb  majesty  without 
our  giving  up  our  constitution.  Should  the 
like  be  asked  of  them,  they  would  certainly 
entertain  such  a  proposition  with  the  contempt 
and  indignation  it  deserved.  But  what  yon  are 
nowgomgto  do,  instead  ofstren^themng  tbe 
kina's  hands,  will,  I  am  persuaded,  lessen  bim 
in  toe  opinion  of  his  allies :  for  this  is  proclaim- 
ing to  the  world,  that  he  dares  not  call  a  ntiw 
parliament :  that  he  dares  not  trust  the  people 
in  a  new  choice.  Besides,  not  daring  to  oJla 
new  parliament,  carries  along  with  it  a  suppo- 
sition to  the  dishonour  of  this  House :  lor  it 
supposes  that  another  House  of  Commons 
would  act  differently  from  the  present :  which 
is  to  Qonfess  that  tins  House  does  not  truly  re- 
present the  people ;  that  they  aod  their  repre- 
sentatives are  of  different  minds ;  and  that 
if  they  were  to  chuse  again,  they  would 
chuse  men  of  other  priucipl^  of  other  senti- 
ments. 

I  will  not  trouble  you  farther  with  answers 
to  the  argaments  for  this  bill ;  those  a|pin*t  it, 
that  weigh  most  with  me,  are  these :  That  fre- 
quent new  parliaments  are  our  constitution  ; 
that  a  long  parliament  b  plainly  destructive  of 
the  subjects  just  riaht,  and  many  ways  incon- 
sistent with  the  good  of  the  nation.  Is  it  ra^ 
sonabla  any  particular  men  should  for  a  loi^ 
time  engross  so  great  a  trusty  exclusive  of 
others;  can  it  be  of  advantage  to  the  public, 
that  the  counties,  cities,  boroughs,  should  be 
long  confined  to  those  tbey  have  once  chosen, 
their  mteresu  admitting  of  great  variation  in 
length  of  time  ? 

Frequent  new  parliaments  are  o«r  o^ostito- 
tiop,  and  the  caUiog  and  holding  of  them  «as 
for  many  a^es  the  practice.  Before  the  coa- 
qoest,  parliaments  were  held  three  times  every 

J  ear,  at  Chrbtraas,  £a8ter,  and  Whitsuntide, 
n   Edward  the  Sd's   time    it  was  enacted, 
'  That  parliaraeots  should  be  hoiden  e?«ry  year 
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once,  or  oftener  If  need  be/  This  must  be  un- 
dentoodof  new  parltameotSy  for  prorogations 
and  long  adjournments  were  not  then  known  ; 
thej  were  never  heard  of  till  later  years.  Thej 
began  in  Henrj  the  8th*s  time,  that  prince  and 
his  ministers  ,  knowing  long  parliaments  were 
best  fitted  to  make  great  changes.  They  were 
therefore  ioTentions  when  extraordinary  things 
were  to  be  done,  when  what  was  then  the 
diardb  was  to  be  altered,  and  the  church  lands 
to  be  taken  away.^  There  is  nothing  of  this 
sort  now,  I  hope,  intended.  From  that  time 
4)ur  histories  tell  ns,  that  whenever  the  same 
parliaments  were  long  continued,  or  the  meet- 
ings of  parliament  long  discontinued,  they  gave 
great  uneasiness.  In  the  unfortunate  reign  of 
king  Charles  1,  there  had  been  an  intermission 
of  parliaments  13  jearsy  which  produced  an  act 
IB  the  16th  year  of  that  king. '  For  the  prevent- 
'  ingthe  inconveniences  happening  by  long  inter- 
'  mission  of  parliaments.'  That  act,  in  the  pream- 
ble recites  the  law  made  in  the  reign  of  Ed- 
ward 3,  <  That  parliaments  ought  ta  be  held 
'  every  year  once ;  but  that  the  appointment 
^  of  time  and  place  belonged  to  his  miyesty  and 
'  his  royal  progenitors  :  And  that  it  bad  been 
'found  by  experience,    great  inconveniences 

*  aad  mischiefs  bad  happened  to  the  king,  and 
'  to  the  comm'onwealtb,  by  not  holding  parlia- 
'  meats  accordingly.'  And  for  the  prevention 
of  the  like  for  the  future,  it  enacts*  <That  the 
'  said  laws  shall  be  strictly  observecf ;  and  that 
'  in  case  there  be  an  intermission  of  the  sitting 
'  of  parliament  for  three  years  together,  if  there 
'is  a  parliament  in  being,  that  parliament 
'shall  be  dissolved,*  and  very  extravagant 
powers  were  given  for  the  calling  and  assiembling 
of  another :  ^  And  every  sucli  parliament  was 
'  not  to  be  dissolved  of  50  da^s,  without  their 
'own  consent.'  This  extraordinary  step  was 
soon  followed  by  an  act  intiiled,  *  That  the 
'  parliament  should  not  t>e  dissolved,  prorogued 

*  or  adjourned,  but  bv  act  of  parliament ;  nor 

*  the  Houses  of  Parlfament  adjourned  but  by 
'themselves  respectively.'  I  need  not  be  par- 
ticular in  recounting  the  colisequences  of  this 
act  of  parliament ;  for  every  one  knows,  that 
Ktof  men,  when  they  had  thus  continued 
JcDuelvea,  never  stopped  till  they  bad  mur- 
^^^  the  best  of  princes,  and  endrely  ^ubvert- 
^  our  constitution  both  in  church  and  state. 

Soon  after  the  Restoration  of  king  Charles 
4|  the  act  for  the  preventing  the  inconve- 
oiences  happening  by  the  long  intermission  of 
pwliaments  was  repealed,  b^ube  derogatory 
to  the  prerogative,  and  because  it  might  be  an 
^'ccauoo  of  many  mischiefs  and  inconveniences, 
''^^^J^nger  the  public  peace  and  safety ;  but 
fV  same  time  it  is  declared  and  enacted, 
^  i-hat  because,  by  the  ancient  laws  and  sta- 
^totetpparliamenuareto  be  held  very  often. 
^  the  sitting  and  holding  of  parliaments  shall 
^Botbe  intermitted' above  three  years  at  the 

Bwst.'  This  law  not  having  been  so  well  ob- 
^^f  •«  it  ought  to  have  been  at  the  Revolu- 
^  in  the  Convention  Parliament,  .when  it 
^thottfht  neocwary  to  declare  the  rights  and 


liberties  of  the  subject,  aflef  many  breached 
had  been  made  upon  them,  it  was,  among  other 
things  declared,  'That  parliaments  ought  to 
'  be  held  frequently.'  And  what  follows  in  that 
act  is  very  strong,  for  it  declares  and  enacts, 

*  That  an  and  singular  the  rights  and  liberties 
^  asserted  and  claimed  iii  the  said  declaration^ 
'  are  the  indubitable  rights  and  liberties  of  the 

*  people  of  this  kingdom,  and  so  shall  be  es- 

*  teemed,  allowed,  adjudged,  and  taken  to  be ; 
'  and  all  the  particulars  thereof  shall  be  firmly 

*  and  strictly  nolden  and  observed,  as  they  are 
'  expressed  m  the  said  declaration.'  The  right 
claimed  and  asserted,  is,  *  That   parliaments 

*  ought  to  be  held  frequently  ;'  And  soon  after 
a  new  parliament  was  called,  which  sate  an- 
nually: But  this  was  not  looked  upon  to  be  a 
complying  with  the  right  claimed,  and  there- 
fore, after  that  parliament  had  SHt  three  times, 
in  the  fuurth  session  it  was  thought  necessary 
to  come  to  a  farther  explication,  and  a 
passed  both  Houses,  but  was  rejected  by  the 
throne,  <  For  the  frequent  meeting  p.nd  calling 

*  of  Parliaments.'  Others  were  attempted  in 
the  next  session,  and  it  is  well  known  how  they 
came  to  miscarry  in  this  House  ;  but  in  the 
succeeding  session,  a  Bill  passed  both  Houses, 
and  had  the  royal  assent.  That  is  the  act  tbit 
bill  is  to  alter  T  But  before  it  is  altered,  I  hope 
it  will  be  shewn,  that,  what  is  asserted  in  the 
preamble,  is  mistaken,  and  has  proved  other- 
wise.  In  the  preamble  two  things  are  asserted, 
'  That  by  the  ancient  laws  and  statutes  of  the 
'  kingdom,  frequent  parliaments  odght  to  be 

*  held;  and  that  frequent  new  parliaments  tend 

*  very,  much  to  the  happv  union  and  good  agree- 
'  ment  of  the  king  ana  bis  people.'  The  first 
proposition  is  incontestable ;  and  the  latter,  I 
thins,  will  not  be  denied;  for  frequent  and  new 
parliaments  create  a  confidence  between  the 
king  and  his  people,  a  very  necessary  step  to- 
waHs  an  union  and  good  agreement,  if  the 
king  would  be  acquainted  with  his  people,  and 
have  more  the  hearts  of  them,  this  is  tne  surest 
way;  and  I  am  persuaded  this  House  will  never 
consent  to  any  thing  that  may  prevent  the  one, 
and  intercept  the  other. 

1  cannot  entertain  so  unworthy  a  thought  of 
this  House,  that  any  gentleman  in  it  wottld  at 
this  time,  in  direct  teems,  be  for  perpetuating 
themselves;  yet  if  they  consent  to  this  bill,  I 
shall  reckon  they  are  doing  it ;  for  though  it 
only  prolongs  this  parliament  for  seven  years^ 
I  ^nnot  doubt  but  hereafter  tliere  will  be  ano- 
ther for  continuing  it  longer ;  because,  before 
the  end  of  this  term,  tbe  reasons  vvill  probably 
be  stronger  for  it,  than  they  are  now ;  Neither 
can  I  imagine  that  f;entlemen '  are  afraid  to 
trust  the  people's  clioice  again :  Do  they  think 
that  the  great  and  memorable  things  this  pnr- 
liament  has  done  for  the  service  and  bene&t  of 
their  country,  will  make  them  less  acceptable 
to  the  people  ?  No  one  will  saV  so;  and  then  I 
see  no  reason  why  they  should  be  for  making 
thi»  alteration  in  our  laws  and  constitutio% 
which  will  certainly  have  a  very  ill  effect  upoa 
the  minds  of  the  peoples   Fw/tbcy  wUl  b* 
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read^  to  stfy,  and  with  reason,  that  after  the 
expiration  of  the  three  ^ears,  you  are  no  longer 
their  representatives,  because  they  chose  you 
to  serve  them  no  longer.  With  great  submis- 
sion I  speak  it,  in  my  poor  opinion,  King,  Lords, 
and  Commons  can  no  more  continue  a  parlia- 
ment beyond  its  natural  duration,  than  they 
can  make  a  parliament.  I  know  at  extraor- 
dinary junctures,  conventions  have  been  turned 
into  parliaments :  butit  has  been  thought  ad- 
visable soon  to  determine  them,  and  to  pass 
acts  in  the  subsequent  legal  parliaments,  to  con- 
firm what  they  have  done.  And  I  make  no 
doubt,  but  if  this  bill  passes  into  a  law,  and 
this  parliament  is  continued  more  than  three 
^ears,  there  will  be  an  act  in  the  succeeding 
parliament  to  confirm  whatever  shall  be  done 
after  the  three  years.    There  is  an  instance  in 

/Tour  statute-book,  where  all  the  acts  of  a  par- 
liament were  declared  void,  and  repealed,  be- 
cause the  parliament  was  unlawfully  summon- 
ed, and  th^  members  not  duly  chosen. 

I  need  not  urge  farther,  that  the  wisest  go- 
vernments tiiat  have  preserved  a  face  of  liberty, 
have  never  continued  those  long,  with  whom 
they  have  hitrusted  the  supreme  power.  That 
by  this  bill,  you  have  ail  the  mischief  of  a  long 
]parliament,  without  any  of  the  good  of  a  short 

-  one.  That  a  standing  parliament  and  a  stand- 
ing army  are  convertible,  and  only  necessary 
to  support  one  another.  And  that  there  can 
be  no  occasion  for  this  bill  at  this  time,  because 
this  parliament  may  have  two  more  sessions, 
if  the  king  pleases.  But  as  I  have  already 
taken  up  so  much  of  your  time,  I  shall  only  add, 
that  for  the  reasens  1  have  given,  I  am  against 
eommitting  this  bill. 

Mr.  Archibald  Hutcheson,^  spoke  against 
the  BiH  thus.  ^ 

Mr.  Speaker ;  I  cannot  content  myself  in 
the  great  question  now  before  you,  to  deliver 
my  opinion  barely  by  voting  in  it ;  for  I  think 
it  of  that  importance  to  the  nation,  to  deserve 
and  need  the  poost  thoroug|^  examination.  I 
)ieartily  wish  it  might  have  had  a  much  longer 
time  of  consideration^^  than  I  perceive  gentle- 
. men  are  disposed  to  give  it;  but  since  we  are 
entered  on  the  debate  of  it,  I  shall  endeavour 
to  express  my  thoughts  about  it  with  great 
plainness  and  freedom. 

My  present  opinion.  Sir,  according  to  the  best 
judgment  I  am  able  to  form,  is,  that  if  we  should 
give  our  consent  to  the  passing  of  the  bill  be- 
■  fore  us  into  a  law,  we  should  be  guilty  of  the 
roost  notorious  breach  of  the  trust  reposed  in 
us,  by  those  who  sent  us  hither,  and  should 
make  a  ver^  dangerous  step  towards  the  un- 
\jermining  of  that  constitution,  which  our  an- 
cestors have  been' so  careful  to  preserve,  and 
thought  no  ex  pence,  either  of  blood  or  trea- 
sure, too  much  for  that  purpose,  and  under 
which  we  do  yet  enjoy  those  privileges  and  ad- 


*  Member  for  Hastings.  See  the  Petition 
from  that  town  and  pott,  against  the  Bill,  at 
p.  909. 


vantages,  which  no  other  nation  in  the  world 
can  at  this  day  boi^t  of. 

This  is  the  light  in  which  the  bill  vet  ap- 
pears to  me;  and  therefore  if  I  did  believe 
what  some  gentlemen  do,  That  it  would  be 
conducive  to  several  good  ends,  yet  tliat  would 
not  be  sufficient  to  gain  my  consent  thereto ; 
for  I  cannot  think  those  ends,  however  desira- 
ble, equivalent  to  such  a  price,  as  that  of 
giving  up,  or  even  making  a  dangerous  advance 
towards  the  giving  up  entirely,  the  British  Con- 
stitution. Much  tess  would  I  give  my  consent 
to  such  a  law,  when  I  am  of  opinion,  Xli^t  it 
would  be  so  far  from  contributing  to  the  endf 
pretended  to  be  aimed  at  thereby,  that  it 
would  have  the  direct  contrary  effect :  and  if 
we  are  not  to  do  evil  that  good  may  come  of 
it,  surely  we  must  not  do  evil,  only  to  bring 
mischief  upon  ourselves. 

These  are  my  reasons  against  the  bill. 
That  our  consent  to  it  would  be  a  breach  of 
trust,  and  a  dangerous  breach  upon  onr  Con* 
stitution  ;  and  that,  if  it  were  not  liable  to 
this  objection.  That  yet  it  would  serve  to.  pur- 
poses directly  contrary  to  those  pretended  to 
be  aimed  at,  by  gentlemen  who  are  for  the 
bill;  I  shall  endeavour  to  explain  jnyself  in 
these  points. 

Give  me  leave  therefore  to  Qiention,  what 
appears  to  me  to  have  been  the  ancient  consti- 
tution of  parliament,  and  also  bow  the  same 
has  been  and  stands  changed  at  this  time,  tvith 
relation  to  the  matter  which  is  now  the  subject 
of  our  debate.  I  believe  it  will,  nay,  it  must 
be  agreed,  That  before  tlie  reign  of  Henry 
8,  there  was  no  single  instance  of  a  pro- 
rogation of  parliament :  That  parliaments  bad 
only  one  sessions,  and  those  generally  very 
short  ones,  none  of  which  ever  lasted  a  year : 
That  to  prevent  the  mischief  of  long  intervals 
of  parliament,  it  was  enacted  in  the  4th 
year  of  Edwaurd  3,  That  parliaments  should 
be  holden  annually,  and  this  was  con- 
firmed by  subsequent  acts  of  parliament :  and 
therefore  I  may  venture  to  affirm,  that  by  the 
ancient  constitution,  parliaments  were  to  be 
holden  frequently,  and  to  be  of  the  oontino* 
ance  only  of  one  sessions,  and  that  there  was 
no  right  or  power  in  the  crown  to  prorogue  the 
same :  I  say,  this  I  can  affirm,  on  the  sama 
foundation,  and  with  as  strong  reason,  as  I 
can  affirm,  That  the  eldest  son,  after  the 
death  of  his  fietther,  shall  inherit,  as  heir  at  law, 
the  lands  in  fee-shnpfe ;  or  that  the  youngest 
son  shall  inherit,  where  the  custom  of 
Boroogh-English  prevails ;  or  that  all  the  sons 
shall  equally  inherit  the  lands  of  Gavel-kind; 
or,  indeed,  as  I  can  affirm  of  any  part  of  the 
common  law,  or  tho  particular  usages  of  the 
kingdom;  for  these  are  supported  only  by 
constant  practice  and  prescription  immemo- 
rial; and  they  neither  need  nor  can  have  a 
stronger  support  than  this ;  for  surely  of  all 
laws,  those  must  be  allowed  to  carry  with  them 
the  strongest  evidence  of  justice,  which -have 
been  always  spbmitted  to,  without  any  change 
or  alteratioo. 
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The  application  is  obvious  to  the  point  in 
debate,  I  uieao  as  far  as  the  reign  of  Henry 
8;  aod  if  at  that  time  this  was  the  consti- 
tution, of  parliament,  it  will  not  be  easj  to 
sJiew  how  the  same  has  been  since  legally 
cbao^ ;  bat  I  shall  speak  to  this  more  fuUjr, 
aAer  I  have  answered  an  objection  which  has 
been  made.     It  lias  been  said,  '  That  it  is  no 

<  proof  that  the  crown  had  no  power  to  pro- 
'  rogue  parliaments  and  to  continue  the  same 

<  parliament  for  several  sessions,  although  there 
'  were  no  instances  thereof  until  the  reign 
'of  Henrj  Q*  If  this  objection  have 
any  weight  it  will  equaUj  hold  agaj^t  any 
other  part  of  the  common  law,  vthich  hath 
hitherto  remained  uncontested:  for  roajr  not 
the  younger  sons,  in  this  way  of  reasoning, 
say,  That*  although  there  be  no  instance,  that 
toy  of  them  have  hitherto  claimed  to  inherit, 
qually  with  the  eldest,  the  lands  in  fee-simple, 
that  yet  is  no  |)roof  against  their  right  of 
making  such  a  claim,  and  having  it  determined 
hi  them.  Aod  if  such  a  case  should  be 
brought  into  Westminster  Hall,  it  is  evident, 
that  there  is  no  act  of  parliament  which  settles 
the  point,  nor  any  preceding -resolution,  be- 
cause the  matter  was  never  in  question  before; 
and  yet  surely  no  gentleman  will  affirm,  that 
the  judges  would  be  at  liberty  to  determine 
this  as  a  new  case,  whatever  equity  they  might 
conceive  in  the  pretensions  of  the  younger 
sons,  but  would  be  strictly  tied  to  adjudge 
according  to  the  constant  and  uninterrupted 
usage.  And  bad  the  Lords  and  Commons, 
wh6n  the  first  attempt  of  proroguing  was 
made  upon  them,  insisted,  that  the  crown  -had 
no  such  power,  and  the  opinion  of  the  judees 
had  been  required  therein,  it  was  impossible 
that  they  could  have  determined  otherwise, 
than  according  to  the  constant  usage,  or  that 
tbey  would  have  adjudged  such  an  original 
power  in  the  crown,  which  had  never  been 
exerted,  from  tiie  earliest  mention  which  our 
records,  or  history,  make  of  parliaments,  to 
that  very  day :  or  that  they  could  have  con- 
ceived it  possible,  that  the  crown  could  have 
had  such  a  ppwer,  and  vet  never  asserted  it  in 
one  single  instance,  in  the  course  of  so  many 
handred  years. 

If  the  facts  I  have  mentioned  are,  as  they 
ippear  to  me  to  be  undeniably  true,  the  in- 
ference I  thence  make  is  next  to  a  demon- 
ttration;  and  I  may  venture  to  add.  That 
there  is  no  part  of  our  laws  built  on  a  more" 
solid  foundation,  find  supported  with  stronger 
reasons:  reasons  which  must  eternally  have 
the  greatest  weight,  and  make  the  (ieepest  im- 
presfioo  on  the  minds  of  a  people,  who  have 
any  sense  of  liberty  ;  and,  thanks  be  to  God  ! 
we  are  yet  a  free  nation.    For  without  the  fre- 

n7  of  parliaments,  the  oppor^Vnity  of  re- 
ng  those  grievances  would  be  lost,'  which 
n¥>re  or  less  have  happened  in  ail  reigns,  from 
the  influence  and  administration  of  evil  coun- 
^ors,and  wicked  ministers,who  will  always  pre- 
fer their  own  private  interests  and  sinister  views, 
lithtboiuwr  of  their  priDct^and  welfiire  of  their 


country:  and  it  is  to  the  dread  nhich  such 
impious  monsters  have  always  had,  1  hope,  will 
ever  have,  of  the  just  vengeance  of  a  parlia- 
ment, that  we  hitherto  owe  the  preservation  of 
our  liberties;  for,  had  the  times  of  being 
called  to  an  account  in  parliament  been  ai  uuy. 
considerable  dihtanre,  the  attempts  of  bold 
and  daring  meti  would  have  had;i(>  cuib;  aud 
indeed  it  is  but  one  step  mure,  and  that  not 
difficult,  from  a  long  to  the  iiitire  disuse  of 
parliaments,  and  reviving  the  govern ment 
into  an  absolute  monarchy;  but  I  will  urge 
this  point  no  farther,  because  I  believe  it  wilt 
be  generally  allowc-d;  and  that,  whatev^ 
might  be  the  private  opinion  of  any  particular 
person,  no  Briton  will  be  yet  so  hardy,  as  to 
declare  himself  agamst  the  necessity  of  frequeut 
parliaments.  • 

I  wish,  gentlemen  would  as  generally 
concur,  that  the  other  part  which  I  have  men- 
tioned, and  I  think  have  made  appear,  to  have 
been  our  ancient  constitution,  were  as  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  the  preservation  of  our 
liberties ;  I  mean  parliaments  of  one  session, ' 
not  only  frequent,  but  frequent  new  parlia- 
ments. The  thing  indeed  appears  very  evi- 
dent to  me ;  €o  evident,  that  in  my  poor  opi- 
nion, our  liberties  would  not  be  more,  may 
not  so  precarious  under  an  absolute  monarch, 
as  with  a  House  of  Commons  who  had  right 
to  sit  either  for  many  years  together,  or  without 
any  limitation  of  time ;  for  it  is  certain,  that  a 
pnnce,  who  had  stood  only  on  the  bottom  of 
bis  own  absolute  authority,  assisted  with  a  few 
ministers  and  some  troops,  would  still  think 
himself  pretty  much  upon  his  ^ood  behavioor 
towards  the  united  body  of  his  people;  and 
would  (probably)  be  cautious  of  exerting  his 
power  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  give  a  just  pro- 
vocation to  a  general  revolt,  an<l  setting  up 
another  in  his  stead ;  but  a  prince  with  a  par- 
liament at  his  devocion,  would  be  infinitely 
more  terrible,  and  with  much  greater  security, 
might  give  a  loose  to  every  extravagancy  of 
power;  for  when  the  representatives  of  the, 
people,  who  are  chosen  by  them  to  be  the 
guardians  of  their  liberties,  can  be  prevailed 
on,  for  little  advantages  to  themselves,  to 
betray  their  trust,  and  come  into  ai  ihe  mea- 
sures of  a  designing  nuiirstry,  il  is  tlien,  in- 
deed, that  the  libenies  of  a  pf-ople  are  in  the 
most,  imminent  duii^rr;  and  surely,  there  is  * 
great  reason  to  apprehend,  that  a  Ho(.se  of 
Commons  might  tn}Of\  tiecome  very  ohstqumus 
to  a  ministry,  if  they  were  to .  bit  for  a  long 
period,  or  witiiuut  limitation,  and  that  there 
were  no  near  day  in  view  of  a  new  election, 
when  the  conduct  of  gentlemen  in  this  place 
would .  be  enquired  into  in  their  respective 
countries. 

I  believe  it  will  not  be  denied.  That  it  it 
very  possible  for  a  mmistry^  by  pensions  and 
emploVinents  to  some,  and  by  the  expecta- 
tions raised  in  others,  tmd  by  the  corruptioa 
ofelector^,  aod  returning  otticers,to  ot*taiu  a 
very  sreat  majority,  eniirely  and  blindly  at 
their  devotion,  even  at  the  very  tot  meetmg  of 
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a  parluuseDt,  and  timt  hy  a  commitree  of 
elections  and  other  proper  helps,  their  partj 
majT  daily  increase;  and  that  such  a  parlia- 
ment may  be  so  far  from  protecting  the  liber- 
VtA  of  their  country,  or  from  being  a  terror  to 
eril  ministers,  as  to  become  themselves  the 
tools  of  oppression  in  the  hand  of  such  a' mi- 
nistry, and  by  their  authority,  to  consecrate 
the  worst  of  actions,  to  declaA-e  every  honest 
patriot,  who  has  the  courage  to  attempt  to  stem 
the  tide  of  wickedness,  and  to  stand  up  for  the 
liberties  of  his  country,  to  be  its  greatest 
enemy ;  and  those  who  are  ready  to  give  it  up, 
to  be  the  only  true  friends  of  our  constitution  ; 
and  if  this  should  ever  happen  to  be  our  case,  I 
beg  gentlemen  to  consider,  Whether  a  greater 
curse  could  fall  on  any  peoole  than  to  have 
i!uch  a  parliament  as  this  entailed  upon  them. 

I  remeinber  very  well,  what  an  outcry  was 
raised  against  the  last  parliament,  on  a  suspicion 
only,  that  a  repeal  of  the  Triennial  Act  was  in- 
tended, and  the  arguments  against  it  without 
doors,  were  then  the  ver^  same  witli  those  which 
are  now  urged  against  it  within :  What  an  in- 
consistency must  it  then  appear,  to  see  those 
very  gentlemen,  who  wer^  then  the  most  zeap 
lous  opposers  ot  such  an  attempt,  become  now 
the  most  violent  advocates  for  it  ?  And  will 
it  not  also  in  some  measure  affect  their  in- 
tegrity, publicjy  to  own,  that  the  arguments 
they  pretended  to  be  then  influenced  by,  had 
not  the  least  weight  with  ihem  ;  and  that  the 
thing  in  itself  was  very  desirable,  when  there 
should  be  a  good  ministry  and  parliament  in 
being,  and  pernicious  only  in  tho  then  si- 
tuation of  affairs  ?  It  was  not  certainly  from 
this  consideration,  that  the  late  ministry  and 
parliament  were  diverted  from  the  attempt: 
They,  doubtless,  had  a  very  good  opinion  of 
themselves,  and  were  confirmed  therein  by  the 
voice  of  a  great  majority  of  the  people,  and 
which,  by  a  most  strange  and  unaccountable 
witchcraft,  still  continues  in  their  favour,  if  I 
may  depend  upon  what  several  who  have  ar- 
gued for  the  bill  seem  to  have  agreed  to. 

I  must  beg  gentlemen  to  consider,  that  the 
mischief  I  have  mentioned,  will  be  no  ways 
prevented  by  the  present  posture  of  our  affairs; 
for  thou^  we  may  have  now  a  good  ministry 
and  parliament,  their  continuance,  notwith- 
etauding  the  intended  Uw,  will  still  depend  qn 
the  pleasure  of  the  prince ;  for  I  do  not  per- 
ceive that  any  gentleman  will  move  for  a  clause 
to  continue  the  ministry  for  life;  or  that 
the  parliament  shall  not  be  dissolved  without 
their  own  consents ;  and  if,  by  ill  advice  to  his 
majesty,  a  change  should  happen,  may  it  not 
so  tall  out,  that  a  long  conun6ance  of  a  new 
ministry  and  parliament,  niay  be  of  infinite  pre- 
judice to  the  nation  :  Surely,  therefore,  it  will 
be  wisdom,  id  the  making  of  this,  or  any  otner 
law,  not  to  consider  some  little  present  con- 
veniency,  but  the  general  and  obvious  tendency 
of  the  same.  I  therefore  think  that  I  am  yet 
warranted  to  say,  and  shall  say  it,  till  I  am 
convinced  that  I  have  mistaken  the  matter, 
That  frecjqcat  n^rr  purliam^nt?  ww  the  anoint 


constitution;  that  until  the  reign  of  Henry  8^ 
there  was  no  stronger  evidence  for  anj  part  of 
the  common  law,  than  tliere  was  for  tha  part  of 
our  constitution;  and  that  the  same  wasbuik, 
and  stands  upon  as  solid  a  foundation  as  anylmw 
ever  did,  or  can  do,  being  absolutely  necessary 
and  essential  to  the  liberties  of  a  firee  people. 

It  is  true,  Henry  the  8th,  in  tlie  Slst  year  of 
his  reign,  prorogued  the  parliament,  which  was 
the  first  instance  of  this  kind,  and  socoeediDg 
princes  have,  more  or  less,  continued  the  saoie 
practice ;  but  I  can  in  no  wise  agree,  to  what. 
some  gentlemen  would  thence  infer.  That  tbe 
crown  had  always  a  right  to  do  so ;  for  I  think 
I  have  ipade  the  contrary  very  ^idently  ap- 
pear; and  that  until  the  21st  of  Henry  the  8tb, 
no  ukn  of  our  common  law  was  better  esta- 
blished than  this  ancient 'English  constitotioo 
of  frequent  new  parliaments;  bat  it  is  remark- 
able, that  this  having  been  the  first  instance  of 
a  prorogation,  it  was  thought  convenient  to 
strengthen  the  further  continuance  of  that  par- 
liament by  adjournment  also  :  If  the  crown, 
before  the  time  I  have  mentioned,  hpul  not  the 
power  of  continuing  the  same  parliament  by 
prorogations ;  it  will  not  be  easy  to  shew,  bow 
they  have  come  legally  by  it  since :  Sure  I  am, 
that  there  is  no  act  of  parliament  which  vests 
any  such  power  in  the  crown,  and  prescription 
immemorial  is  not  so  much  as  pretended  to. 
Tlie  short  of  the  matter  seems  to  me  then  no 
more  than  this.*  A  very  arbitrary  prince,  tbe 
better  to  serve  tbe  ends  he  had  then  in  view, 
boldly  invades  the  liberties  of  his  people,  and 
usurps  a  new  prerogative,  unheard  of  before  ; 
That  parliament  umely  submits  thereto,  either 
out  or  fear,  or  for  baser  reasons ;  perhaps  tbey 
were  pleased  with  a  longer  continuance,  and 
the  agreeable  prospect  of  sharing  in  the  advan- 
tages of  laws,  which  they  were  afterwards  to 
mSke,  I  mean,  the  dissolution  of  abbies:  and 
although  thereby  the  foundation  of  our  happy 
Reformation  was  laid,  yet  that  is  intinely  owing 
to  another  cause,  and  in  no  wise  to  the  pious 
intentions,  either  of  that  prince,  or  of  that  par- 
liament. This  new  prerogative  was  at  fi  rit 
used  with  much  caution,  and  thereby  the  fatal 
tendency  thereof  was  not  so  soon  discovered  ; 
and  when  the  possession  of  this  power  became 
strengthened  in  the  crown  by  a  continuance  of 
time,  ai)d  the  acquiescence  of  the  nation,  it 
was  much  more  difficult  to  get  rid  of  the  in* 
novation,  tlian  it  was  at  first  to  have  prevented 
the  same ;  and  it  has  been,  I  presume,  thought 
more  prudent  to  continue  oar  acquiescence, 
whilst  the  inconveniences  were  io  any  mea- 
sure supportable,  rather  than  to  endeavour  to 
retrieve  this  most  valuable  part  of  our  ancient 
constitution  by  force  of  arms;  althoueh  this 
remedy  hath  been  resorted  to  frequency,  and 
on  much  slighter  occasions  in  my  opinion. 

But  I  cannot  see,  that  frpnj  a  jpower  so  as- 
sumed, and  so  continued,  it  will  follow,  either 
that  the  ancient  constitution  was  so,  or  that  it 
ought  to  be  so  at  this  day;  and  I  must  say, 
that  whatever  arguments  can  be  brought  to 
supp9rt  that  d{>cuine,  will  equally  ju^^T  ^P 
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exercise  of  any  ojtber  pai^t  of  arbitrary  power  ; 
for  o|K)D  the  starting  op  of  any  new  preroga- 
ti?ey  It  is  but  saying,  That  the  crown  had  al- 
ways a  ri^ht  to  it,  althoilgb  i^  was  never  claimed 
or  exercised  before ;  and  there  may  be  parlia- 
ments complaisant  enough  to  acquiesce  therein, 
tvbicb  perhaps  might  be  ashamed,  by  a  oew 
express  law,  barefaced  and  unn^asked,  to  give 
up  the  Kberties  of  their  country ;  and  I  do  not 
see,  but  that  this  would  be  as  good  a  com- 
m^cement  for  any  new  prerogative,  as  the 
power  of  proroguing  at  first  bad.  Let  gentle- 
men consider,  what  tlte  ancient  laws  of  Eng« 
laud  were,  in  the  matter  of  imprisonments,  and 
what  the  practice  was  for  some  time  before  the 
act  ef  Habeas  Corpus.  I  hope  there  is  no 
Briton  so  abandoned  to  the  notions  of  slayery, 
as  to  a$rm,  that  it  ever  was  by  the  laws  of 
England,  in  the  power  of  tlie  prince  to  im- 
prisoD  any  of  his  subjects  during  his  will^  and 
plei^re,  and  without  any  reasons  assigned : 
They  were  to  be  imprisoned,  only,  when  legally 
charged  with  crimes,  an'd  were  either  to  be 
tried  for  the  same,  or  released  from  their  im- 
prisonmnent, in  a  reasonable  time ;  anfl  as  to 
ibis,  the  act  of  Habeas  Corpus  was  not  intrp- 
doaive  of  a  new  law,  but  declarative  oqly  of 
tke  old ;  this  is  so  essential  to  the  being  of  a 
free  people,  that  it  must  be  agreed,  that  our 
law  was  always  thus:  I  am  sure,  without  it, 
our  condition  would  differ  little  from  the  slayery 
of  Turkey ;  for  the  bow-string  itself,  a  speedy 
death,  is  niercy,  when  compared  to  a  lingering 
coDfinement*  And  yet  it  is  certain,  that  be- 
fore the  act  of  Habeas  Corpus,  the  good  sub- 
jects of  Ensland  were  sometimes  thus  ar- 
bitrarily and  ul^gaUy  inipriaoned,  to  gratify  the 

avarice,  ambition,  malice,  or  revenge  of  evil 

counsellors  and  wicked  ministers ;  and  the  ad- 
vocates for  prero^tive  did  as  strictly  insist  on 

the  legality  of  this  power,  as  they  did  on  afiy 

other  whicb  was  claimed  oy  the  crown.    I 

caDDot  indeed  tell  how  long  this  power  of  ar- 
bitrary imprisoning  had  been  exercised,  but  I 

<ttn  apt  to   believe  it  may  vie  for  antiquity, 

irith  tbe.pow^r  of  proroguing  parliamei^ts. 
I  must  also  put  gentlemeii  in  .  mind  of  the 

prerogatives  claimed  and  exercised  by  king 

Jam^  the  Sd,  to  dispense  with  the  laws,  to 

command  our  bishops  an^  clergy  to  ir^ad  in 

their  churches  his  illegal,  proclamation?,  and  to 

sospeod  and  imprison  them  for  disobeying,  witii 

iliauy  others  of  the  like  kind,  wfiich  are  recited 

by  t^  Claim  of  Eights ;  and  it  is  certain,  that^ 

had  we  not  been  rescued  by  the  Revolution,  ail. 

^I^ese  and  many  more^  had  been  good  preroga-. 

tives at  this  day^  and  n^ight  have  been  aliof 

th^  supported  with  as  good  arguments,  as 

toy  can  be  used  for  the  power  of  proroguing  in 
^  the  reigo'of  Hetiry  the  8th  ;  and  some  of  them 

with  as  good,  nay,  with  the  very  same  argu- 
ments as  are  used  ibr  the  legality  of  the  power 

<)t  this  very  time.    I  hope  therefore  we  shall 

he  very  cautious  of  admitting  such  arguments, 

v  tend  nat9rally  to  support  ail  extravagjiincies 

of  power  whatsoever,  ^d.  to  let  in  upon  us  an 

^ttftda^on  of,oppre^ous. 


In  the  late  reigns,  and  in  ^afticiilar  by  (he 
long  Pensionary  Parliament^,  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  the  2d,  tii^  nation  became  very  sensi- 
ble  of  the  mischievous  con;^queoces,  which  had 
already  happened,  and  the  metre  fatal  ^hich 
might  still  result,  from  the  dangerous  breach 
which  had  been  made  in  our  ancient  constitu- 
tion :  It  was  now  evident  to  the  meanest 
capacity,  That  a  designing  prince,  who,  with 
the  assistance  of  a  wicked  ministry,  should  be^ 
^ble,  afler  several  triab,  at  last  to  procure  s^ 
parliament  to  his  purpose,  would  have  the  li- 
berties of  his  people  entirely  in  his  power,  mic( 
might  govern  them  at  pleasure;  from  whicb 
state  of  slayery  it  w%s  evident,  that  nothing 
less  than  a  revolution  could  rescue  them;  a^d 
if  they  fuled  in  that  experii^nt,  that  then  their, 
chains  would  be  riveted  for  ever.  Undef  thii^ 
melancboly  prospect  of  afiairs  the  natioa 
groaned^  and  complaints  were  beafd  ii^  every 
corner  of  our  streets ;  and  even  the  very  pen^ 
sinners  in  that  parliament,  virere  not  arrivecf  tq 
such  a  pitch  df  impiety,  as  to  take  pleasure .it^ 
the  drudgery  they  had  engaged  iu,  but  acte4 
with  reluptancy  and  remorse,  and  as  we  hyive 
been  very  lately  told  in  this  place,  b^trayecl 
the  cause  they  had  so  wickedly  espou^d,  an4 
frequently  gave  notice  to  the  friei^ds  of  vEnc; 
laud,  of  the  attempts  which  were  to  be  mao^ 
on  the  liherties  of  tbejr  country.  This  P^tv* 
siouary  Parliament  was  at  last  qiss^lve^  bnl; 
on  what  views^  and  lyr  what  advice,  I  will  no( 
pretend  to  say.  Certfiin  it  i^  that  tMt  ppqea 
i)ever  had  it  aft«(rwards  in  his  power,  in  a  parr 
li^mentary  wf^,  to  destroy  tb^  Uberties  of  tb<t 
peo|)le.  The  resumption  of  chi^rters  was  tb«i» 
put  in  prac^ce,  with  mi^i\y  oth^r  ei^pedients^ 
towards  the  establishment  of  an  absolute  ^^ 
narchy,  which  had  been  Ipng  in  yUv^;  But  ltj( 
the  death  of  tb^t  prince  ai)q  the  ppskilful  cpnn 
duct  qf  his  qei^t  4uc9essor,  an  end  was  put  C«i 
those  designs  for  Umt  time,  the  people  bjayins 
unanimously  applied  the  only  remedy  in  sucli 
cases,  and  this  bropght  about  tbe  late  hafi^ 
Ee  volution.  -  , 

I  have  beep  o^n  surpri^  i^bm)  I  i«fll^fiKiA 
how  wanting  ^e  wetj?  to  ourselyes  upon  (bj^ 
turn,  in  not  retrieving  v^.  securiog  m  nim$ 
by  theCli^ifn  of  I^gbts^  QucancientooDstitMtiaQ 
of  freqMent  new  parliameAts,  wbiob,  in  my  poos 
^pion,  was  i^iicb  mqre  yoluabLe  than  a(l  thftt 
we  claimed  besides;  bat  we  obt^ned  this  i« 
part,  l}y  the  act  passed  io  the  6(b  year  of  the 
reign  pf  l^ioft  William,  and  whicb  toe  bill  b«ET 
fore  us  is  intended  to  repeal ;  for  by  that  ap^ 
j{e  ve  to,  have  new  parliaments,  at  least  oihm 
in  three  years ;  .iyad  eyen  this  is  such  aseciuitf 
to  the  British  liberties,  that  all  the  objectioiM 
against  triennial  elections  are  but  very  trilbsi^ 
when  compared  with  that:  Therefore  I  ^m 
not  a  little  s^rpTised,  when  I  bear  geotlemeo 
say,  That  the  Triennial  A«t.is  a  new  <?onst)tU!- 
tion,  and  that  the  repeal  in^nded  thereof^  wil) 
be  but  restoring  the  king. in  part  to  his  prerpgar 
tives,  and  seuiog  the  constitution  a  little  nearer 
to  what'  it  anciently  was;  surely  there  ie 
nothing'  farther  firom  the  tratb  of  the  fafit^ 
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The  ancient  constitution  jn^,  at  least,  annual 
new  parliaments,  and  this  was  broke  in  upon, 
and  that  breach  afterwards  continued  in  the 
manner  which  I  have  already  set  fortli :  and 
by  this  act  we  have  no/iew  privilege  granted, 
'  but  only  restored  in  part  to  those  which  we  al- 
ways had  a  right  to.  But  were  it  in  reality  a 
new  grant :  Shall  we  give  it  up  only  to  enlarge 
the  prerogatives  of  the  crown?  May  we  not, 
in  the  same  way  of  reasoning,  give  up  the  Ha- 
beas Corpus  act,,and  all  the  other  privileges 
and  immunities,  which  have  been  obtained  to 
the  people  from  the  crown,  from  the  date  of 
Magna  Charta  to  this  very  day  ?  This  surely 
lias  not  been  the  good  old  wa)r  of  reasoning  in 
this  place,  and  I  presume,  it  will  meet  with  due 
discouragement  at  this  time.  I  hope  we  shall, 
on  this  and  all  other  occasions,  acquit  our- 
selves like  Britons,  and  not  give  up,  in  com- 
plaisance to  any  ministry,  the  smallest,  much 
less  the  greatest  and  must  valuable  privilege  of 
those  we  represent;  and  that  we  shall  have 
the  utmost  caution  in  making  any  step,  that 
may  have  the  least  tendency  towards  that 
slavery,  from  which,  at  the  risk  of  a  revolu- 
tion, and  the  immense  expcnp^  of  blood  and 
treasure,  we  have  so  lately  rescued  ourselves. 
I  hope  yet  to  live  to  see  the  day,  when  our 
.  present  gracious  sovereign  king  George  the  1st, 
will  have  the  glory  to  complete  the  entire  re- 
storing of  our  ancient  constitution,  to  which 
his  predecessor  kine  William  the  3d,  hath 
made  such  a  considerable^  advance ;  and  that 
instead  of  triennial,  we  shall  have  annual  new 
parliaments.  Then  indeed  the  British  liberties 
will  be  founded  on  a  rock,  which  the  machina- 
tions of  the  worst  ministries  will  never  be  able 
to  prevail  against ;  and  the  crown  will  be  fre- 
quently 'and  faithfully  informed  of  the  senti- 
ments of  the  people,  and  be  thereby  enabled  to 
preser\'e  with  them  that  confidence  and  good 
Correspondence,  so  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  happiness  of  both :  To  this  I  may  add, 
that  the  inconveniencies  from  trjenqial  elec- 
tions, will  thereby  be  much  more  effectually 
redrcMted  and  cured  than  ever  they  will  be,  by 
pacing  the  bill '  before  us  into  a  law.  Upon 
the  whole  therefore,  I  shall  take  leave  to  affirm, 
That  we  have  at  present  an  undisputable  right 
to  triennial  new  parliaments,  and  a  yeryjust 
cliiim,for  I  know  of  no  law  that  has  deprived 
\«s  thereof,  to  annual  elections. 

But  I  have  something  to  nrge,  as  to  the 
(preach  of  our  trust  in  the  passing  of  tiiis  law ; 
it  is  Agreed  on  all  tides,  that  whatever  the  an- 
cient constitution  might  be,  yet  we  were  chosen 
whea  the  law  for  Triennial  Parliaments  was, 
aa  it  .is  still,  in  force ;  and  that  we  were,  and 
could  be  chosen  only  for  the  term  of  three  years, 
if  his  majesty  should  think  fit  to  continue  us  so 
long;  therefore  to  continue  ourselves  for  a 
longer  term,  would  be  a  manifest  deceiving  of 
those  who  chose  us,  who  expected,  and  could 
not  hot  expect,  at  the  end  pf  three  years  to  have 
the  opportunity  of  a  new  choice,  and  to  alter 
where  they  found  themselves  mistaken.  It 
Yoold  alio  b«  a  very  great  injasticc  to  many 


thousands  of  othecs,  who  have  a  right  to  offer 
their  service  to  their  country^  and  who,  for  the 
honor  of  the  nation,  I  am  willing  to  fiope,  are 
in  all  respects  equally  qualified  for  the  service 
i^ith  us,  who  have  at  present  the  honor  to  ^11 
those  seats. 

If  this  bill  w^re  to  enlarge  only  the  contina- 
ance  of  future  pariiaments,  I  should  %ive  my 
negative  to  it  for  the  reasons  I  have  already 
mentioned,  ^and  yet  in  that  case  the  electors 
would  have  a  fair  warniag  for  what  time  they 
were  to  chu-e,  and  those  elected,  would  be  tru- 
ly and  properly  the  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple; which  I  conceive  cannot  be  said  with 
truth  of  the  present  Parliament,  if  they  should 
be  continued  beyond  the  three  years :  this,  to 
me,  is  an  insuperable  objection  against  this  part 
of  the  bill ;  for  if  we  may  add  four  years  to  our 
present  term,  may  we  not  add  forty,  may  we 
not  make  ourselves  perpetual :  or  even  extin- 
guish parliament^  themselves  ?  Nay,  what  is  it 
which  we  may  not  do',  or,  after  this  step,  what 
is  it  which  the  people  of  Great  Britain  may  not 
apprehend  that  we  will  do?  Can  we  do  any 
thing  much  worse,  than  to  subvert  one  of  tlic 
three  estates  of  the  realm,  and  to  substitute  a 
new  one  in  the  place  thereof,  and  instead  of  a 
House  of  Commons  by  the  choice  of  the  people, 
as  it  always  has  been,  and  evpr  ooght  to  be,  to 
establish  a  new  kind  of  House  of  Commons,  and 
till  now  unheard  of,  by  act  of  Pariiament  ? 

The  great  partiality  which  all  parties  in  their 
turns  have  shewn  in  the  determination  of  elec- 
tions, has  been  too  long  the  general  complaint, 
and  one  of  the  greatest  blemishes  on  the  justice 
and  conduct  of  the  House  of  Commons ;  and  it 
is  certainly  a  crying  wickedness,  and  a  most 
dangerous  practice ;  therefore  I  am  willing  to 
Jiope  tliat  we  shall  not,  by  giving  our  consent 
unto  the  bill  before  us,  out-do  all  that  ever  was 
done  of  this  kind  by  former  pariiaments.  They 
.have  chosen  only  30  or  40  members  for  some 
particular  places,  which  is  a  trifling  peccadillo 
to  what  is  now  attempted,  I  mean  the  chusiog 
of  558  at  once,  for  tbe  whole  oation. 

It  has  been  said  by  some  who  have  spoke  in 
the  debate,  *  That  we  are  chosen  with  full 

*  power  to  consent  to  such  laws  as  we  shall 

<  judge  for  the  benefit  of  the  nation ;  that  there 
'  are  no  restrictions  or  Ihnitations  in  our  pow- 

*  ers ;  and  that  therefore  we  may  pass  such  new 
■*^laws,  or  repeal  such  old -ones,  and  the  Trien- 

<  nial  Act,  as  well  as  any  other,  as  we  shall 

*  think  expedient;  and  that  by  a  repeal  of  the 

*  Triennial  Act,  we  shall,  after  the  three  years, 

*  still  continue  to  be  the  representatives  of  the 
•'  people  by  virtue  of  their  former  choice,  with- 
'  olit  any  new  election  for  that  purpose.'  This 
appears  to  nie  to  be  a  plain  begging  of  the  ques- 
tion, and  a  very  fallacious  way  of  reasoning.  I 
constitute  a  person  my  attorney,  with  very  larj^e 
and  general  powers  for  the  term  of  three  years, 
and,  no  doubt,  what  he  shall  do  pursuant  to 
those  powers,  during  that  term,  shall  bind  me, 
but  what  he  shall  aUerwards  do  is  void  ;  and  it 
cannot  be  said,  that  by  the  general  words  of 
doing  all  Act  and  acts  in  my  name,  that  b«  is 
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enabled  to  add  four  years  more  to  cbe  continu- 
ance of  bis  power.  I  know  there  are  great  dis- 
parities between  such  powers,  and  those  given 
oy  the  people  to  their  reprebeutatives  in  par- 
liament: b\it  yet  I  think,  that  to  th)9  purpose  I 
intend  it;  the  parallel  will  hold.  I  will  readily 
a»ree,  that  the  powers  given  by  the  people  to 
their  representatives  are  very  large,  but  1  can 
b;  no  means  go  the  length  of  some  gentlemen, 
to  think  them  absolutely  unlimited,  or  that  such 
ill  use  may  not  be  made  of  this  power,  as  to 
amodnt  to  a  forfeiture  thereof. 

Our  histories  are  full  of  instances,  and  Ave 
have  a  very  late  one,  that  Jtings  themselves  may 
be  guilty  of  such  an  abuse  of  their  power,  as  to 
forfeit  the  same,  and  givie  the  people  a  right  to 
a  new  choice,  and  it  will  not,  it  caunfot  be  said, 
that  the  immediate  creatures  of  the  people,  who 
bare  no  pretence  to  power,  but  by  delegation 
from  them,  are  more  absolutely  their  masters, 
or  more  independent  than  the  crown  itsdf : 
pray  consider,  whether  we  can  be  guilty  of  a 
greater  provocation  to  those  we  represent,  than 
to  deprive  them  for  any  time  of  being  repre- 
leoted  by  their  own  choice,  and  to  change  the 
ancient  third  estate  of  the  nation,  into  a  new 
invented  one,  unknown  to  former  ages;  and 
whether  they  will  think  a  little  sophistry,  and  a 
few  finesses  of  arguments,  a  sufficient  reparation 
for  an  injury  of  so  high  a  nature. 

But  1  have  a  much  stronger  objection  against 
this  part  uC  the  bill,  and  cannot  help  being  yet 
of  opinion,  that  if  it  should  go  through  all  the 
forms  of  an  act  of  parliament,  pass  both  Houses, 
and  have  the  royal  assent,  that  it  will  still  re- 
main a  dead  letter,  and  not  obtain  the  force  of 
a  law ;  for  I  am  warranted  by  one  of  our  great- 
est lawyers  to  aHirm, '  that  an  act  of  parliament 

*  may  be  void  in  itself;'  and  if  there  are  any 
cases  out  of  the  reach  of  the  legislature,  this 
now  before  us  must  be  admitted  to  be  one;  for 
what  can  be  cnofe  against  common  sense  and 
reason  than  to  be  sifelo  de  se',  to  destroy  that 
constitution,  or  any  essential  part  thereof,  upon 
which  our  existence  in  our  political  capacity 
depends.  I  am  also  supported  in  this  by  the 
authority  of  learned  divmes ;  I  shall  mention 
but  one,  and  I  speak  it  for  his  honour,  the  pre- 
sent bishop  of  Bangor,  who  has  unanswerably 
made  it  evident, '  tlmt  all  people  tave  natural 

*  rights,  and  that  a  free  people  have  legal  ones, 

*  which  they  may  justly  maintain,. and  which  no 

*  legislative  authority  whatsoever  can  deprive 

*  them  of.'  And  can  a  free  people  have  k  more 
valuable  right,  than  that  of  being  fairly  and  fre- 
quently represented  in  parliament,  by  persons 
of  their  qwn  chusing  ?  This  surely  is  a  right  as 
valuable  as  liberty  itself,  being  absolutely  ne- 
cessary to  the  subsistance  .and  continuance 
thereof. 

For  the  sake  of  those  gentlemen  who  seem  so 
▼ery  fond  of  the  unlimited  power  of  parliaments, 
(and  by  which  only  they  can  support  the  validity 
of  such  a  law,  as  the  bill  before  us  is  intended^ 
to  introduced  I  shall  mention  some  cases,  to 
which  they  themselves  will  agree,  that  this  un- 
Jinited  power  doth  not,  cannot  extend.    As  for 


instance,  suppose,  instead  of  the  bill  before  us, 
we  should  pass  a  law,  as  was  done  in  the  reign 
of  Rich«ird  the  dnd  (the  worst  prince  that  ever 
sat  upon  the  English  throne)  that  the  power  of 
both  Houses  should  be  vested  in  twelve  great 
lords!  or,  as  was  done  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
the  8th  (the  first  proroguer  of  parliaments)  that 
the  king's  procjamation,  with  the  consent  oT the 
privy  council,  should  have  the  force  of  law  :  Or, 
as  in  1641,  that  the  parliament  should  not  be 
dissolved  or  prorogued  without  their  own  con- 
^nts :  such  laws  as  these,  through  oppression 
and  violence,  have  been  for  some  time  submit- 
ted to ;  bnt  surely  no  gentleman  will  say,  that 
they  ever  were,  or  should  they  be  now  re- 
enacted,  that  they  would  be  legally  in  force; 
for  if  so,  the  parliament  of  1641  is  still  in  being 
for  I  never  heard  that  they  gave  their  consents 
to  their  own  dissoluu'on. 

I  will  suppose  one  case  more,  which  has  never 
happened,  and  God  foibid  it  ever  should  !  that 
an  act  of  parliament  should  pass  to  vest  the 
whole  legislative  authority  in  the  8ing^e  person 
of  the  prince,  to  cloath  him  with  an  absoHite 
dictatorial  power,  to  extinguish  fpr  the  future 
both  Houses  of  Parliament,  and  all  other  rights 
and  privileges  of  the  people,  and  to  put  all 
things  hereafter  intirely  into  the  power,  and  to 
be  disposed  of  at  the  will  and  pleasure  of  the 
prince.  I  am  sure  no  true  Briton  will  ever  say, 
that  such  an  act  of  parliament  as  this  would 
ha^e  the  least  validity  or  force,  or  be  any  wise 
binding  on  the  people ;  I  am  sure  it  would  not, 
but  instead  thereof  would,  in  due  time,  expose 
the  authors  of  it  to  the  vengeance  of  an  injured 
nation  ;  which  I  think  is  a  full  proof  of  what, ' 
I  have  affirmed,  That  the  powers  given  by  the 
people  to  their  representatives,  are  not  ab- 
solutely unlimited  ;  nor  the  power  of  the  par- 
liament itself  so  omnipotent,  as  some  are 
willing  to  suppose  it :  I  therefore  hope  no  one 
will  endeavour  to  support  this  bill  by  such  ar- 
guments as  will  equally  support  the  cases  I  have 
mentioned,  and  lead  us  into  the  most  dangerous 
and  unwarranted  paths ;  and  on  this  occasion 
I  shall  take  leave  to  put  gentlemen  in  mind, 
that  France,  Denmark,  and  Sweden  were ,  for- 
merly free  nations ;  and  what  their  present 
situation  is,  and  how  they  have  been  reduced 
thereto,  is  to«j  well  known  to  need  to  be  repented. 
« I  have  been  often  much  siirprised  at  the  bold- 
ness of  the  Roman  clergy,  in  introducing  the 
doctrine  of  Transubstantiation ;  how  they  could 
have  hoped  to  prevail  with  their  good  subjects 
the  laity,  te  believe  so  monstrous  an  absurdity, 
and  did  not  rather  dread  that  it  would  stagger 
their  obedience,  and  occasion  a  general  revolt. 
But  our  histories  inform  us,''That  this  was  done 
in  an  age  of  the  grossest  ignorance,  and  of  the 
greatest  corruption  of  manners  :  A  proper  sea- 
son for  such  an  undertaking  !  Accordingly  the 
Popish  clergy  laid  hold  thereof,  well  knowing, 
that  if  they  succeeded  in  this,  their  empire  was 
secured,  and  implicit  faith,  without  reserve, 
would  be  thereby  for  ever  established  ;  it  be- 
ing evident,  That  if  this  prodigious  camel  was 
once  swallowed  down,  it  was  impossible  after- 
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tvards  that  Any  thing  could  stick.  I  cannot  sup- 
pose, naj,  it  were  iidonstrous  to  suppose,  that 
our  present  virtuous  nnd  uncorrupt  ministry, 
tan,  iiy  the  passing  of  thin  bill,  have  any  design 
in  view  parallel  to  that  of  the  Roinish  clergy, 
to  plain  thereby  the  way  to  some  uther  laws, 
which  may  be  thought  necessary  to  the  full  es- 
cablishment  of  their  power.  No  certainly ; 
they  are  ton  xveW  satisfied  of  the  uprightness  o'f 
their  conduct,  to  stand  in  need  of  any  indirect 
supports,  and  too  penetrating,  to  think  they 
could  obtain  them  in  a  parliament,  where  the 
majoiity  are  so  entirely  independent  nf  them, 
^nd^ifho,  in  the  present  and  former  parliaments, 
have  approved  themselves  champions  for  the 
liberties  of  their  country  :  Besides,  the  present 
is  tb  far  from  being  an  age  of  the  grossest  ig- 
norance, that  never  was  learning  at  so  high  a 
pitch,  nor  men  arrived  to  so  noble  a  way  of 
free-diii^king,  that  our  motto  may  justly  be, 
^  Nolumus  jurare  in  verba  magistri  :*  We  scorn 
the  musty  sayiues  of  antiquity,  and  will  in  no> 
thihg  be<pinned  down  by  the  dictates  of  the 
.  learned,  of  this  or  of  any  other  age  ;  therefore 
It  is  impossible  to  suppose  any  such  design  in 
the  bill  oefore  us,  and  yet  I  am*  very  sorry  it 
hath  been  attempted,  and  hope'  it  will  never 
pass,  for  th9  reasons  1  have  already  mentioned ; 
tind  also  lest  it  should  give  too  great  a  handle 
to  people  without  dodrs,  to  entertain  untoward 
jealousies,  and  surmises,  who  may  he  apt  to  say^ 
That  those  who  can  compliment  a  ministry 
with  such  a  law,  can  never  afterwards  refuse 
them  any  thing. 

I  shall,  on  this  occasion,  put  gentlemen  in 
mind  of  the  great  debt  with  which  the  nation 
is  incumbered;  a  burthen  which  is  almost  be- 
come insuppof  table,  and  ready  to  crush  us  into 
ruin  ;  and  yet,  to  our  great  inisfortune,  instead 
of  diminishing  it  is  daily  increasing.  I  have 
long  observed  the  fatal  methods  by  which  this 
mischief  was  brought  upon  us  :  I  was  indeed 
in  great  houes^  tlmt  the  putting  an  eternal  stop 
to  the  fartiier  iucrea&ii  of  our  debt,  and  the 
settlmg  the  most  proper  measares  for  the  les- 
sening thereof,  iu  such  proportions  as  in  a  rea- 


son ubte  lime  mfght  entire])^  discbam  the  same, 
would  have  been  the  very  first  work  of  the  pre- 
seiat  parliament,  as  it  was  the  most  valuable  for 
the  iiueresc  of  the  tmtion  ;  but  I  am  sorry  to 
see  it  has  hitherto  given  way  to  so  many  oth<^ 
confide  rati  qns  J  which,  how  important  soever, 
I  hey  may  be  thoo^ihCt  1  will  be  bold  to  say, 
when  cam  pared  to  tbi^^  are  but  like  the  ty  thins 
of  mint  and  cummin,  to  ttie  weightier  things  o7 
the  law.  Surely  somt^ thing  must,  and  very  soon 
too^  be  done  in  this  matter ;  for  I  am  persuaded 
no  mail  can  be  «o  wicked,  as  to  entertain  a 
thought  of  dectaring  the  nation  bankrupt,  and 
paying 06*  this  debt  with  aspungeto  the  utter 
mill  of  thoiisnudi  of  families  ;  and  as  little  can 
I  t9uppO!ie  any  maii  so  stupid  as  to  sleep  securely, 
whdst  the  tiberties  of  his  country,  and  thereby 
hia  o\f  n,  and  the  jiroperty  of  every  single  per- 
son in  the  nation,  is  in  the  most  precarious  si- 
tuatioit  ;  for,  ihoutd  we,  loaded  as  we  are,  be 
eng4g€-d  b  a  new  war  nithany  powerful  enemyi 


must  we  not  either  submit  to  all  the  unreasona- 
ble impositions  of  such  an  enemy,  or  find  some 
extraordinary  means  to  support  such  an  ex- 
pensive war  ?  Will  it  not  therefore  be  our  wis- 
dom to  put  our  affairs,  as  soon  as  possible,  on 
such  a  foot  as  to  make  the  second  part  of  the 
dilemma  practicable,  without  referring  to  so 
black  an  injustice  as  that  I  have  hinted  at, 
either  of  sponging  out  all  our  past  debts,  or  at 
least  of  borrowing  the  funds  /or  the  use  of  the 
public,  during  the  continuance  of  such  a  war  ? 
This  surely  is  a  subject  of  such  importance, 
that  it  %vill  justify  the  speaking  of  it,  either  sea- 
sonably or  not ;  nay^  I  think  it  never  ought  to 
be  out  of  our  minds,  till  something  very  effectual 
be  done  therein  ;  but  I  mention  it  chiefly  at 
this  time,  to  divert  gentlemen  '  from  passing  the 
bill  before  us,  and  continuing  the  present  par- 
Uament  beyond  the  term  of  three  years  ;  lest 
what  shall  be  afterwirds  done  in  so  ^reat  and  so 
good  a  work  by  this  parliandent,  if  continued, 
mtfy  be  liable  to  objection,  from  the  doubts 
which  the  nation  may  have  of  the  legality  of 
such  a  parliument ;  and  for  the  same  purpose 
I  shall  observe,  thiit  we  seem  pinioned  down 
for  a  long  tract  of  years,  and  indeed  for  exer, 
in  the  methods  we  proceed  in,  to  a  Land  Tax  of 
two  shillings  in  the  pound,  and  to  the  Mal^  to 
support  such  a  fleet,  find  such  guards  and  gar- 
risons, as  in  the  profoundest  peace,  I  presume, 
will  be  always  esteemed  necessary.  The  an- 
cient revenues  of  the  crown,  applicable  to  these 
purposes,  have  long  since  been  mortgaged  and 
sold  away,  and  if  our  present  unhappy  divisions^ 
should  ior^me  time  require  a  greatei'  force, 
for  the  quiet  find  security  of  the  nation,  even 
in  times  of  peace,  it  is  easy  to  compute  hoir 
nduch  higher  the  aforesaid  taxes  will  rise. 

Let  gentlemen  seriously  consider,  whether  it 
will  not  greatly  increase  the  uneasiness  of  the 
people,  under  such  heavy  burthens,  if  tliey 
think  they  are  laid  upon  them  by  represen- 
tatives whom  they  never  chose.  For  my  own 
part,  I  dread  the  consequence  of  such  a  law,  as 
that  which  we  are  now  about,  and  doubt  it  can- 
not be  long  supported  in  any  other  manner, 
than  those  extraordinai^  laws  were  for  some 
time,  which  I  have  already  mentioned ;  and  I 
am  persuaded,  it  is  far  from  the  design  of  any 
iii  thisHouse^  that  this  law,  if  it  pass,  should  be 
supported  in  that  way;  and  to  inakea  standing 
army  necessary  only  to  support  a  standing  parr 
liainent ;  for  to  nie  they  seem  to  be  sister  twins, 
which  can  only  live,  and  must  die  together. 

I  have  now  ^iven  my  several  reasons  agains^ 
this  bill,  which  appear  to  me  so  strong,  as 
would  engage  my  ne«;ative  to  it,  were  it  even  in 
some  measure  conducive  to  the  ends  which  are 
pretended :  but  much  more  ^hen  I  am  tho- 
roughly convinced,  that  it  i^  so  far  from  pro- 
moting those  ends,  that  if  ever  it  pass  into  a 
law,  it  will  have  a  tendency  directly  contrary. 

It   has  been  said,  *  That  three  years  is  too 
'  short  a  time  to  effect  any  thing  of  great  iiio- 
^  ment  for  the  service  and  benefit  of  the  na-^ 
'  tion  :  That  the  first  sessions  is  generally  spent  - 
*  and  wasted  away  io^the  determinatum  oT 
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I  will  agree,  that  much  time  b  spent,  not 
mil  J  in  the  £rst  but  in  the  second  yeary  in  the 
determination  of  elections;  but  if  diese  were 
all,  without  distinction,  lefl  to  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed for  that,  it  would  not  make  so  great  a 
1>art  of  the  business  of  the  House,  as  it  has  of 
ate  jears  done :  And  if  the  right  of  election  for 
the  several  cities  and  boroughs  were  onalterabl? 
fixed,  and  not  chanpd  from  time  to  time,  with 
respect  to  the  petitioners  and  sitting  members, 
the  work,  even  of  the  (Committee,  would  be 
greatJy  lessened :  And  I  must  saj,  That  when- 
ever genderoen  are  in  earnest  disposed  to  cure 
ihis'evil,  it  maj  be  done  to  the  honour  and  r^ 
putation  of  future  parliaments,  and  to  the  sav- 
ing nine  parts  in  ten  of  that  time,  which  has  of 
late  years  been  consumed  in  the  business  of 
elections ;  and  therefore,  surely  this  incon- 
venience can  be  no  objection  against  Triennial 
parliaments,  which  is  not  owing  to  that,  but  to 
very  different  causes ;  and  which  cannot  possi- 
bly be  cured  by  the  repeal  of  the  Triennial  Act; 
but  may  be  done,  if  not  entirely,  yet  in  a  great 
measore,  by  |>roper  provisions  for  that  purpo#. 

As  to  the  inconvenienciea  suggested  to  the 
third  sessions  of  parliament,  from  the  near  ap- 
proach of  a  new  choice :  It  will  be  much  the 
same  against  the  second  sessions,  in  which  some- 
thing of  business  is  admitted  m>  be  done ;  for  I 
tee  but  little  difference  bel;^^e!l  the  influence 
which  the  prospect  of  a  new  choice  will  have  at 
the  end  of  obe,  or  at  the  end  of  two  years. 
The  objection  therefore,  hs  to  this  purpose,  if 
altogether  trifling ;  but  1  will  a^ree,  that  it  bal 
its  weight,  if  it  be  urged  fur  the  long  conti- 
nuance ;  and  greater  still,  if  it  be  urged  for  the 
perpetuating  the  present  parliament ;  for  then 
indeed,  ecotl^men  would  be  freed  from  all 
anniety  about  a  future  election,  and  would  be 
under  no  restraints,  nor  have  any  bias  ou  their 
minds  from  the  sentiments  of  those  who  chose 
them  ;  but  surely  it  ought  not  to  be  thus,  nor  is 
this  a  compliment  fit  to  be  made  to  the  electors 
of  Great  Britain,  and  is  kr  from  being  a  suiter 
ble  return  for  the  honour  they  have  dt>ne  us  i 
and  it  is  monstrous  to  suppose,  that  we  shoultl 
render  ourselves  disagreeable  to  the  people,  bj 
a  faithful  discharge  of  our  duty,  and  doing  that  - 
which  is  best  for  the  rotercst  of  the  nation. 

Surely  we  ourselves,  in  the  first  part  of  this 
o«r  first,  sessions,  notwithstanding  all  the  time 
spent  in  the  determination  of  ekctions,  have 
been  able  to  find  time  to  dve  all  the  necessary 
supplies  for  the  service  of  the  nation ;  but  per- 
haps we  have  made  some  discoveries  in  this  age 
unknown  to  former  ones,  we  have  a  glhnpse  of 
some  light  ondescribed  before,  yet  it  will  still 
be  true,  that  this  light  has  sprung  np  but  very 
lately  among  us.  And  altbouzh  this  considera- 
tion cannot  weaken  the  re^  strength' of  the 


ia  the  seooed  aomethinncis  tione ; 
{  bet  tbet  tbe  last  stssions  b  usually  as  much 

*  last  as  the  first,  gentlemen's  minds  maninff  so 

*  «adi  cm  the  ensoing  decttoa,  as  to  think  of 

*  aotbiog  else ;  and  tbe  fear  also  of  disobliging 

*  fhmt  eleccon,  on  so  near  a  view  of  a  new 

*  cbeioe,  becomes  a  very  areat  bias  to  their 

*  eeodnct  in,  parliament,  to  the  prejudice  of  the 

*  pehlic  senrice  ;  so  that  in  this  short  term  of 
^  thiee  yean,  there  is  little  more  than  the  work 
'  of  one  year  ilone.' 

I  am  not  a  little  surprised,  that  sach  asser- 
tions as  thpse  shoold  be  made  use  of  as  argu- 
■Mats  against  Triennial  Parliaments ;  because 
it  seeaia  to  roe  to  be  protettatio  contra  factum, 
m  was  said  by  a  very  great  man  of  Dr.  Sache- 
vereTs  speeoh.    It  is  evident,  that  the  business 
•f  the  pubtic  was  carried  on  for  some  hundreds 
of  years  by  annoal  Parliaments  only,  and  our 
UsCories  for  that  time  do  not  acquamt  us  with 
any  oooaplainis  made  of  the  shortness  o(  their 
daratioo  :  And  is  it  not  most  notorious,  that 
there  aever  were  such  great  things  done  by  any 
parbament,  as  by  those  which  have  been  hoiden 
stoce  the  Triennial  Act  ?  Was  ever  a  war  so 
long  and  so  saccessfolly  carried  on  before,  and 
ia  which  this  nation  bore  so  great  a  proportion 
ef  expeoce?  Were  ever  sums  so  amazingly 
Beat,  given  by  any  parliament  or  parliaments 
idbre,  in  the  like  compass  of  time,  as  has  been 
doae  by  these  Triennial  Parliaments  ?  I  aflirm, 
there  has  been  more  given  by  them  for  the  sup- 
ply of  a  single  >ear,  than  was  given  in  the  whole 
rciin  of  any  of  the  predecessors  of  the  late  king 
WiUiaai  the  third,  and  tlmt  the  ex  pence  of  the 
pabttcaenrice,  since  the  Revolution,  bus  amountp 
cd  to  note  than  it  did  from  the  first  foundation 
sf  the  English  monarchy  down  to  that  time  ; 
sed  I  arili  venture  to  add,  that  tUej  were  ^uch 
»lie«,  as  could  have  been  rMised  only  hy  par- 
I  of  a  short  oontinnauce  ;  for  it  is  not 
■aaposablo,  that  the  nation  would  have  remain- 
si  qoiet  uiider  sach  heavy  Uxes,  had  the  same 
haea  imposed  by  a  long  Pensionary  Parliament, 
tadi  as  that  of  king  Charles  the  second  ;  but, 
ate  tbey  were  convinced  of  the  abseliite  ne 
canty  or  aoch  sapplies,  from  the  concurring 
seaiimenta  of  jfrequent  new  parliaments,  they 
ears  by  tliia,  ftod,  by  this  method  only,  could 
kasebeea  disposed  to  the  cheerful  payment  of 
the  same;  when  this  is  seriously  considered,  I 
SSI  peraaaded  that  no  sei»tlemao  will  say.  That 
Tiwairial   Pasliaments  are  incapable  of  doing 
veat  things,  when  it  is  true  beyond  the  possi- 
my  of  coatracfiction,  that  they  have  actually 
fae  BDMich  greater  things  than  were  ever  done 

iparbameats  before  t  Let  as  but  compiiie 
It  was  done  by  the  long  Pensionary  Pariia* 
Mac  of  kiiif;  Charlea.the  second,  and  whaC  has 
\tm  doae  in  a  like  namber  of  years  by  Trien- 
liil  Parliafnents,  and  then  the  preference  will 
he  eaniy  determined  t  And  surely  arguments 
fmm  nsattcia  of  fiset,  and  long  eiperienoe, 
i^lo  be  of  BMich  greater  weight  than  those, 
muk  depend  only  on  conjectural  and  ill- 
]ed  tarauscsi  Md  a  fiuidfiil  way  of  rea> 
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argument,  yet  it  lays  it  under  tbe  imputation  of 
novelty,  and  will  be  a  full  justification  of  thf 
inusnty,  if  not  of  the  sagacity,  of  those  who 
shall  persevere  in  their  opposition  to  the  bill. 

As  to  the  failure  in  tbe  Triennial  Act,  of  an- 
swering the  axpectatioas  of  the  nation,  it  baa 
been  only  asitrttd  in|iDeral/t^mS|  and  I  ean* 
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not  eaulj  guess  at  what  it  particnlariy  meaiit ; 
for  it  has  certainly  answerea  aJl  the  eads  which, 
from  the  preamble  of  the  act.  we  can  appre- 
hend to  have  been  expected  by  the  makers 
shereoff  or  which  indeed,  in  the  nature  of  the 
thine,  couhl  have  been  expected  from  it ;  for 
surely  the  grievance  which  had  been  felt,  of  a 
very  long  parliament,  is  thereby  redressed,  and 
the  constitution  of  frequent  new  Parliaments,  in 
part,  retrieved,  and  brought  nearer  to  what  it 
andently  and  originaUy  was. 

As  to  the  increase  of  bribery  and  corruption  in 
flections,  since  the  Triennial  Act,  it  is  impossi- 
ble it  can  be  owing  to  that  law,  or  that  it  would 
beany  wise  diminished  by  a  repeal  thereof; 
and  in  £sct,  the  increase  of  bribery  and  e<lr- 
roption  in  elections  may  have  happened  since 
that  law,  and  yet  be  no  wise  a  consequence 
thereof;  it  is  contrary  to  common  sense  to 
imagine,  that  those  who  would  piirchase  their 
seats  in  parliament,  would  give  more  for  a  tri- 
ennial than  for  a  septennial  one,  or  for  a  conti- 
nuance during  life  ?  or  that  such  electors,  who 
will  sell  their  voices,  have  not  arithmetic  enough 
to  proportion  their  prices,  to  the  times  they  chuse 
their  representatives  for  ;  therefore  this  objec- 
tion against  the  Triennial  Act  is  certainly  very 
frivolous,  unless  something  much  farther  be  in- 
tended, than  I  believe  any  Briton  has  yet  the 
courage  to  speak  out,  I  mean,  unless  it  be  in- 
tended, before  the  expiration  of  the  seven  years, 
to  add  a  farther  term  by  another  act,  and  so 
on  :  then  indeed  there  is  an  effectual  stop  put 
to  all  future  bribery  and  corruption  in  elections, 
and  the  last  election  which  the  people  bad|  was 
to  be  the  last  they  ever  were  to  have. 

This  brings  to  my  mind  a  very  scandalous 
pamphlet,  which  came  out  a  little  before  tlie 
election  of  the  present  parliament.  I  think  the 
title  of  it  is  "  English  Advice  to  the  Freeholders 
of  England.  *'  This  aathor  takes  great  pains 
to  divert  the  people  of  England  from  chusmg  a 
certain  part?  of  men,  whom  he  unjustly  paints 
in  ver^  black  colours ;  and,  ai&ong^t  others, 
there  is  an  expression  to  this  effect :  *  Do  not 

*  give  your  vote  for  one  of  these  people,  what- 

*  ever  tbej  roay  ofitr  you,  for  depend  upon  it,  if 
'  there  should  be  a  majonLy  of  them  in  parlia- 
'  merit,  ii  h  ihe  last  vote  you  will  ever  have  the 

*  opportunity  to  give/  I  am  persuaded,  it  is 
far  Jrom  the  liiteiubTii^  of  tiny  gentleman  heie, 
10  contribute  Co  the  credit  and  reputation  oif 
that  author,  by  givirig  even  u  colour  of  proba- 
bility t  a  the  truth  oi uny of  liis  predictions;  and 
this  T  tiope  wilt  niso  Lat^e  hume  weight  to  pre- 
vent a  repeal  of  the  Trieiinial  act ;  since  that 
will  have  the  »ir  of  tJie  firkt  bold  step  towards 
the  ruliiUingof  this  wicked  prophecy;  and  the 
UpuLnj^  uie ''f  tf.e  ar_^umcnt  I  have  been  en- 
fleavouring  to  explode,  will  not  a  little  heighten 
the  sospicion  :  it  being  evidently  of  no  force,  in 
any  other  view,  but  that  of  carrying  the  matter 
to  the  length  which  this  author  has  foretold. 

•  But  surely  gentlemen  need  not  thus  hunt  about 
either  for  the  cause  or  the  core  of  bribery  and 
corruption  in  elections. 
Ob  the  late  h|ppj  JteiklMVt  ^  «^b  oor 


religion  and  liberties  were  preserved,  we  were 
unavoidably  eugaged  in  a  very  expensive  war; 
and  had  it  been  carried  on  by  supplies  within 
the  year,  as  it  is  evident  it  might  have  been,  oor 
war  and  our  taxes  would  have  ended  togetlier  ; 
and  we  should  have  been  then  as  able,  when 
justly  provoked  thereto,^  to  bei;in  the  second 
war,  as  we  were  to  undertake  a  first.    But,  aa- 
happily  for  England,  this  method  was  not  par- 
sued,  but  instead  thereof  the  nation  waa  by 
piece-meal  exposed  to  sale ;    and  execcaUe 
surely  will  then*  names  be  to  latest  posterity, 
who  at  first  began,  or  have  been  since,  the  chi^ 
supporters  of  this  accursed  practice,  by  which 
one  third  part  at  least  of  the  great  sums  given, 
have  been  lost  to  the  service  of  the  nation^ 
which  now  remains  loaded  with  a  debt  of  fifty 
millions ;  besides,  at  least  the  sum  of  seven^ 
millioos,  which  has  been  actually  raised  and 
paid.     From  hence  it  followed,  that  b^  the 
great  burthens  on  oor  trade,  a  new  spnng  of 
commerce  more  secure  and  beneficial  having 
arisen,  I  mean  the  public  funds,  almost  the 
whole  numerous  body  of  our  wealthy  Eoclisb 
merchants,  who  were  formerly  the  glory  of  our 
own,  and  the  envy  of  other  nations,  have  thrown 
all  their  money  into  this  new  channel,  and  have 
left   the  ancient  trade,  from  which  only  the 
wealth  of  the  nation  can  arise,  to  be  carried  on 
by  men  of  small  fortunes,  who,  trading  only 
>  upon  credit,  are  little  more  than  factors  for  the 
manufacturers  of  England,  who  by  this  mma- 
tpral  transmigration,  are  now  become  the  mer* 
chants  of  the  kingdom;  and  under  these  dis- 
advantages a  preat  part  of  our  trade,  which  was 
formerly  carried  on  with  vigour  by  oor  own,  is 
now  fallen  into  the  hands  of  foreign  wealthy 
merchants,  and  I  am  afraid  irreparablv  lost  t^ 
us  ;  the  inevitable  consequence  of  which  bath 
beear4Ei|in  to  thousands  and  thoosands  of  Bri- 
tish families.     And  it  is  as  evident,  that  by  the 
long  continuance  of  the  land  and  malt  taxes, 
ana  the  high  prices  of  all  things,  by  the  addi- 
tion of  new  excises,  the  greater  part  of  the  mid- 
dling gentry  of  the  kingdom  are  half  midooe , 
and  even  our  greatest  commoners,  and  the  do- 
bility  themselves,  have  very  sensibly  folt  these 
pressures  upon  the  public ;  and  if  the  distress 
more  or  less,  has  become  almost  universal,  ae 
wonder  if  it  has  plained  the  way  to  bribery  and 
corruption,  and  disposed  those  who  had  the  op- 
portunities of  doing  it,  to  partake  of  the  geoenl 
plunder,  and  to  repair  their  own  atthe  ezpenot 
of  the  public  losses. 

The  funds,  as  I  aii\  informed,  produce  above  < 
three  millions  yearly,  towards  the  interest,  and 
sinking  of  some  part  di  the  principal  of  our  debts 
this  great  addiuonal  revenue,  though  the  pro- 
perty of  private  persons)  is  entirely  under  the 
management  of  the  officers  oi  the  crowe,  and 
thereby  a  dependence  vastly  greater,  on*  a  mi- 
nistry, has  been  created,  than  ever  was  bc^brc^ 
or  could  other^be  have  been ;  and  what  influ- 
ence this  had  on  our  elections  throogboat  the 
whole  kingdom,  the  acts  of  parliament  whidi 
have  been  made  to  prevent  the  same,  sufficif 
ently  proclaim:  WehaTeiiowaiianD7.of€ii& 
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tlSan,  u  dftdgeront  as  any  military  force,  en- 
^rety  at  the  devotiou  of  a  ministry  ;  and  al- 
tbrn^h  ^^  majr  run  no  risane  from  this,  in  tbe 
hamtt  where  his  majesty  has  now  placed  the 
administrationy  yet  we  have  formerly  been,  and 
fliay  again  be  in  peril  from  this  adventitioat 
power,  of  the  total  loss  of  oar  constitution. 

The  short  of  the  case  seems  to  me  to  be,  That 
sone  ministers  have  by  their  conduct ,  gone  a 
great  way  to  bragar  the  nation  ;  and  others 
hafteormptecl  those  who  have  been  so  undone, 
aod  in  this  htmpy  situation  of  men  and  tilings, 
tbepoUic  ox>nd^  has  been  employed  to  corrupt 
electors,  and  relwning  officers,  and  thereby  have 
filled  some  oarliaments  with  the  creatures  of  a 
ninistry,  ana  many  have  likewise  expended  vast 
ioms  of  their  own,  when  they  saw  it  necessary, 
togetorsecorea  place;  and  bv  this  Aieans 
tboe  parliaments  ha?e  been  filled  with  great 
onmbers  of  mercenary  troops,  whose  names 
were  scarce  known  in  the  counties  where  they 
were  chosen,  and  without  any  family  interests 
of  their  own,  or  the  assistance  of  those  who 
bad;  and  if  there  has  been  any  bribery  on  the 
parts  of  those  who  hare  opposed  such  men,  as 
perhaps  there  may,  it  has  oeen  occasioned  by 
the  Tue  arts  which  have  been  put  in  practice 

r'  St  them :  So  I  think  I  may  truly  affirm, 
bribery  and  oomiption,  in  elections,  have 
not  followed  as  any  consequence  of  the  Trien- 
nial act,  but  from  causes  widely  different ;  and 
thst  the  foundation  thereof  was  at  first  laid, 
and  has  been  since  improved  and  carried  on  by 
wicked  and  designing  ministers,  ^s  to  the  cure 
of  this  evil,  I  am  afraid  it  cannot  be  thoroughly 
effected  whilst  the  nation  labours  under  the 
present  heavy  load  of  debt;  and  for  this,  and 
away  other  reasons,  it  does  not  a  little  concern 
OS,  to  make  all  the  progress  we  possibly  can  in 
10  great  and  so  good  a  work^  as  is  the  dis- 
chvge  thereof. 

As  to  the  beats  and  animosities  which  are 
fikewise  cbanoed  to  the  account  of  the  Trien- 
nial Act,  and  the  burthen  and  Erievance  of 
frsqoent  expensive  elections,  I  shall  readily 
agree,  That  the  frequency  of  elections,  is  di- 
itctly  intended  and  designed  by  the  Triennial 
Act,  to  prevent  the  mischievous  consequence 
of  long  continued  parliamenu:  but  surely  no 
ooe  wUl  say.  That  this,  simply  and  abstract- 
edly, is  a  burthen  or  grievance :  and  as  to  the 
great  .eipence  in  elections,  and  the  violent 
beats  and  animosities  about  them,  they  are 
not  in  the  least  owing  to  the  Triennial  Act,  as 
I  have  already  shewn:  and  I  presume  no 
gemleman  would  desire  to  extinguish  the 
sndent  £oglish  hospitality,  for  which  the 
aatkm  has  been  so  long  famed ;  nor  can  any  man 
iiDagine  it  more  possible  to  cure  all  heats  and 
soioiosities  in  elections,  than  to  prevent  con- 
tentkMis  about  them,  whidi  the  laudable  ambi- 
tioQ  of  serving  the  nation  hath  formerly  kept 

S,  and  I  hope  it  will  do  so  again,  without 
i  help  of  any  other  motives ;  bnt  besides,  I 
au  penned^,  that  contentions  arising  from  so 
^ormy  a  principle,  and  the  old  £n|^h  hos- 
9>t>Ut|i  win  do  no^lnniu    It  ift  itnofB  that 


any  one  gentlemataican  fancy,  that  the  passing 
th^  bill  before  us  into  a  law,  Would  cool  our 
beau,  and  settle  us  all  in  tranquillity ;  it  seems 
tp  me  to  be  calculated  for  the  direct  contrary 
purposes,  to  blow  up  the  flame,  aiid  to  fill  up 
the  measure  of  the  nation's  discontents;  for  ft 
is  impossible  to  conceive,  that  the  electors  oT 
Great  Britain,  of  whatever  party  or  denomi- 
nation they  may  be,  will  not  be  highly  incensed 
by  sucli  a  law  as  this ;  and  if  they  snould  uiii- 
vers^y  torn  their  resentments  against  those, 
who  vnthout  their  choice  hare  made  themsdvet 
the  representatives  of  the  people;  I  leava 
gentlemen  tojudge,  whether  this  would  not  be  an 
enimositv  of  a  much  more  dangerous  conse* 
quence  than  that  which  we  are  pretending  to 
extinguish  by  this  bill. 

It  is  also  urged.  That  these  frequent  eleo- 
tions  are  a  great  encouragement  to  the  idle- 
ness and  debauchery  of  the  meanest  and  lowest 
of  the  people;  opportunities  only  to  gratify,, 
the  drunkenness  and  lewdness  of  the  mob. 
1  am  Sony  that  there  are  any  excesses,  to  give 
foundation  for  this  complaint ;  but  surely  th# 
evil  proceeds  from  the  same  cause,  and  mast 
be  cured  in  the  same  way  with  those  others 
which  I  have  already  taken  notice  of,  to  Ymwrn 
been  objected  to  the  Triennial  act.  And  I 
mention  this  now,  only  to  observe,  what  pretty 
epithets  are  given  to  the  electors  of  QrtBt 
Britain.  It  was  with  concern  that  I  heard 
them  lately  treated  in  this  manner  in  another 
place,  but  could  never  have  believed  it  possiblo 
to  have  heard  any  thing  like  it  hintea  within 
these  walls.  How  low  and  mean  soever  they 
may  be,  tliey  are  still  the  people  of  Great 
Britain,  and  we  are  one  of  the  three  estates  of 
the  realm,  by  a  power  derived  and  delegated 
from  them.  And  are  we  then  only  the  represen- 
tatives of  a  lewd,  drunken,  debauched  mob  f 
To  paint  out  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain, 
in  SQch  contemptible  colours,  is  surely  doin|p 
great  dishonour  to  ourselves,  and  is  equally  nn- 
gratefol  and  unjust  to  them.  I  think  we  repre- 
sent all  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  and 
surely  amongst  them  there  are  many  thousands 
every  way  as  well  qualified  to  fill  ^ese  seats, 
as  we  who  have  now  the  honour  to  do  it :  and 
even  as  to  those  of  an  inferior  rank,  it  most 
be  owned  that  they  are  a  brave  and  a  gallant 
people ;  and  when  we  compare  them  with  those 
of  other  countries,  we  have  reason  to  be  in 
raptures  with  our  0¥m>  happy  constitution, 
which  has  made  such  «  difference  between 
them  and  other  men :  they  are  bred  up  from 
their  cradles  with  deep  impressions  of  liberty, 
and  have  their  properties  fenced  in  and  secured 
by  law ;  and  by  tneir  representatives  in  par- 
liament, they  have  the  honour  to  shares  even 
in  the  legiidative  authority ;  and  it  is  this  gives 
our  people  the  spirit  aod  resolution  of  the  andeot 
Romans,  by  which  our  nation  has  obtained 
and  preserved  its  great  character  in  the  world. 

Is  is  thus  we  ought  to  describe  the  people  of 
Great  Britain,  and  we  shall  then  only  do  them 
the  justice  th^  deserve:  but  if,  on  the  con- 
tiaiy,  iu  show  an  indiiiaiion-lo  depieciatn 
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ihmr  value,  ftpd  leem  to  be  ashamed  of  tiMMe 
we  repreieot,  wili  it  not,  espedally  if  we  past 
the  bill  Qow  before  !»,  give  the  stroi^sest 
|ealoa$j,  chat  we  intend  to  represent  them 
no  more,  but  to  set  up  for  the  future  a  third 
estate  entirely   independent  of  them.     And 

£  is  jealousy  will  be  still  encreased,  bjwhat 
«  been  with  toi»  great  freedom  discoursed  of 
without  doors,  That  people  must  be  governed 
hj  their  fears,  and  surely  so  they  must,  if  thb 
bill  pass ;  for  I  think  it  will  be  scarce  possible 
afterwards  to  ao^erii  them  by  love.  Unhappy 
Briiaiit !  to  have  brought  forth  children  so 
Bunaiural,  as  to  treat  thee  thus:  for  whatever 
may  have  been  put  in  practice  ifi  former  times, 
the  doortne  ot  slavery  was  never  so  openly 
avovired  before:  what,  govern  a  free  people  by 
Iheir  fears?  monstrous  expression  !  and  certainly 
formed  fjesign  corresponding  thereto,  is  an  act 
of  treachery,  as  foul  and  black  at  a  Briton 
can  be  guilty  of:  an  hieh  crime  and  misde- 
meanor It  certainly  is,  I  will  not  call  it  high 
treason,  because  I  know  no  law  of  the  land 
which  has  yet  declared  it  so. 

The  argument  which  I  shall  next  take  nodce 
of,  is  that  which  seems  ta  me  to  be  tnentioned 
as  the  chief  inducement  in  the  preamble  of 
the  bill,  and  which  has  been  chiefly  insisted 
upon  bv  the  gentlemen  who  have  spoken  for 
it;  '*  Because  of  the  danger  firom  the  general 
ciisoootents,  and  great  disaffection  of  the 
|)eople,  which  some  gentlemen  are  apprehen- 
aive,  were  a  parliament  now  to  becalM,  would 
produce  a  majoritv  of  very  different  senti- 
ments from  those  who  now  compose  it :  others, 
who  think  better  of  the  inclmationt  of  the 
people,  belieTC  that  this  wicked  work  could 
not  be  accomplished  without  the  help  of  foreign 
money,  to  bribe  and  corrupt  the  electors  of 
Great  Britain;  but  upon  the  whole,  are  of 
opinion,  that  the  thing  would  be  effected,  and 
that  instead  of  the  present' excellent  House  of 
Commons,  so  devoted  to  the  true  interest  of  their 
country,  and  to  the  support  of  his  miyetty  and 
the  protestant  snccession,  we  should  greatly 
risque  the  having  such  a  parliament  as  would 
be  ready  to  call  in  the  Pretender,  and  to 
deliver  up  their  country  to  Popery  and  ar- 
bitrary power ;  and  therefore  those  who  are 
against  the  bill,  are  chargetl  with  contributini; 
to  this  design,  although  they  are  charitably 
believed  no  wise  to  intend  the  thinti;.'*  And 
this  I  think  is  the  full  import  of  what  has  been 
said  by  gentlemeu.ou  tlus  head  of  argument. 

As  to  the  danger  which  some  gentlemen 
imagine  of  an  ill  parliament,  were  it  now  to 
be  chosen,  from  the  lielp  of  French  money,  it 
is,  in  my  opinion,  a  reproach  to  the  present 
ministry,  to  fancy  that  they  would  be  outdone, 
or  outwitted  by  France  in  this,  or  in  any  other 
way;  and  I  think  that  the  defeating  of  suoh 
an  attempt,  is  the  only  case  in  which  a  minis- 
try might  unbUmeaUy  apply  the  public  money, 
in  the  business  of  elections ;  I  viish  it  never 
1^4  been,  or  may  be  done  on  any  other  ocoa- 
•ion.  But  why  do  gentlemen  believe  that  the 
|«^Dt  #f  France   will  ^noddle  io  4Mir  ^ko- 


tkmt  t  aortly  not  long  sinot,  bt  bad  a  foUiili 
better  opportunity  to  have  distiaaeed  iis»  had 
he  been  so  dispoeed.  On  otber  occasi«ii%  we 
bear,  1  mean  wiiboot  doors  of  ihe  good  «•- 
derstanding  between  bis  majesty  i^  tbad 
prince;  ami  that  the  Pretender  will  very  aooa 
be  obliged  to  travel  beyond  the  Alpa:  Mid 
this  ceruinly  is  highly  probable,  if  the  Refeot 
have  any  expectations  of  being  biaMelf  one 
day  kingof  rraoce.  I  aliall  say  im  oom  mi 
this,  and  believe,  tluMe  who  made  tlw  #l»icQ- 
tion,  scarce  expected  that  any  one  would  kavt 
takeu  so  much  notioe  of  it. 

As  to  the  danger  of  an  ill  parliament,  fiiom 
the  great  disa&ction  of  the  pe<^; 
confess,  is  a  moat  extraordinary  and  sm 
argument,  and  such  as  I  never  thpugbt  ii 
have  heard  in  this  place ;  For  it  is  an  opuft  4o- 
clarationf  and  acknowledgment,  that  the  pa^ 
pie  of  Great  Biitaia  are  not  truly  rqimcntad 
at  this  time  ;  that  the  present  li»nse  of  Com- 
mons are  the*  supporters  of  the  liberties  nod 
trae  interesu  of  the  people,  which  the  pneple 
themselves  are  endeavouring  to  destroy,  mid 
would  effectually  do  so  by  a  new  choice  :  nod 
therefore  they  are  to  be  treated  likia  iodiacmet 
children,  and  not  to  have  their  frowardnees 
humoured  at  the  price  of  their  oodoing.  Xlus 
ipdeed  is  telling  the  people^  of  Great  Brkain, 
in  the  plainest  terms,  that  as  they  jire  not  at 
present  truly  represented  by  those  whom  tbey 
did  chuse,  so  for  the  future^  they  shall  b«  r^ 
presented  without  any  choice  at  all.  If  this 
be  the  way  to  ingratiate  with  the  people,  wliat 
is  it  which  can  give  them  a  disgust  I  No,  ceiw 
tainly  this  mast  make  it  absolutely  necemary  te 
govern  them  by  their  fears,  and  to  take  anch 
measures  as  are  proper  for  that  patpose ;  n  de- 
sign so  black,  that  I  cannot  suppose  it  bna  yet 
entered  into  xhe  heart  of  any  Briion.    . 

It  is  ainasing  to  hear  this  very  snnettiaiviu 
my  opinion  far  distant  from  the  truth,  not  mdy 
on  the  present,  but  on  other  occaaooa,  so  Ire- 
made  use  of  as  an  argument ;  for  were 


it  really  true,  can  it  beany  serrioe  to  the  pub- 
lic to  be  making  dailjr  aodhourly  ] 


thereof?  For  can  this  be  a  proper  and  likely 
means  to  strengthen  the  hands  of  Ida  mi^esiy 
and  his  feithful  subjects,  or  to  weaken  those  of 
the  Pretender,  and  his  foreign  nod  domestic 
friends,  to  publish  to  all  the  world  (for  what 
is  said  in  this  place  can  be  a  secret  no  where) 
that  the  disaffectiim  to  his  majee^  is  very  ge- 
neral, and  the  party  of  the  Pretender  so-oonsi- 
derable  in  ihe  nation^  as  to  risqoe  another  r^ 
hellion  in  his  favour,  if  they  had  the  bpportn- 
ttity  of  assembling  together  in  ntmiben  on  a 
new  election,  or  any  other  oppertonity  eqoaify 
propitious  to  their  porpoeei  and  if  this 
did  not  happen,  that  still  there  would  be  dan- 
cer, that  the  majoritv  on  a  new  ele€tion,-wenld 
be  in  the  interest  of  the  Fretender ;  and  that 
this  would  not  he  less,  perhaps  miaht  he  mem 
fatal,  even  than  a  rebellion.  A^  biir4bnaded  on 
such  surmises  as  these^  and  supported  with 
such  arfumenta,  ie  highly  dangerous^  and-  if  it 
passes  mtanlaw,  im>titl»onght'tobe^  <A|i 
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coMkMlftlHit  the  J  ihiOBMlvct  nooklbMMn^ 
nppiuiiit  to  1m  oiMetty  for  tibtitj  to  vetirg 
from  tbe  bortben  m  tbtir  tnn^  and  to  repote 
tlie  tamo  in  taob  hmofth  m  might  pat  an  cad«* 
tbe  disafibetioofl  which  are  now  complained  of. 
And  I  am  the  more  confinned  in  this  opinioOy 
becnose  I  mjielf  have  heard  some  of  the  great- 
est men  now  in  power,  before  tbej  were  so, 
eipress  themselves  in  such  a  manner,  as  left  me 
no  room  to  doubt  of  the  sincerity  of  such  a 
disposition. 

There  is  yti  one  part  of  the  objection  which 
I  have  not  touched  vpoo,  tbe  danger  which  is 
epprehtnded  of  an  invasion  from  abroad,  and 
the  insurreotioo  at  home,  should  a  new  parlia- 
ment  be  called  at  this  time,  and  this,  I  tbinir, 
is  the  only  thing  which  I  have  heard  mentioned 
which  has  the  colour  of  aa  argument  for  a 
longer  continuance  of  the  present  parliament ; 
bot  I  believe  when  it  is  a  Httle  examined,  it 
will  appear  to  have  tbe  colour  only,  and  to  be 
*  vox  &  prsBterea  nihil/  I  thiok  I  have  already 
made  it  evident  that  there  is  no  such  disaffec- 
tion to  his  majesty,  or  his  royal  family,  as  is 
suggested,  and  if  there  be  not,  iben  thedanget 
of  any  invasion  or  insurrection  on  that  suppo* 
sition,  falls  entirely  to  the  ground.  Bot  even 
admitting  the  disaffection  to  be  aa  it  b  sn|<- 
jested,  it  is  still  aereed,  that  tbe  whole  nation 
IS  not  disaffected,  but  only  some  part  thereof; 
and  that  therefore  the  meeting  together,  on  tba 
occasion  of  e)ecliat>s  (which  are  not  made  all 
on  tbe  same  day  )  would  consist  of  mixt  multi- 
tudes of  well  and  of  'ill-affected  persons,  sb 
that  tbe  former  might  balance  the  latter. 

But  admitting  that  not  only  the  disaffection 
is,  but  that  the  calling  of  a  new  parliament  at 
this  time,  would  be,  as  the  same  nave  been  re- 
presented, yet  this  will  not  prove  that  there  is 
any  ntoessity  at  this  time  for  the  passing 
tfte  bill,  which  is  the  subject  of  our  present  de- 
bate. I  do  mo9t  readily  agree,  that  if  this  per- 
liaroent  were  to  expire  in  a  very  short  time,  and 
that  the  public  meeting  of  the  people  would 
really  be  of  such  a  dangerous  consequence  in 
the  present  juncture,  as  has  l>een  mentioned  : 
that  then  absolute  necessity,  whicb  always  has 
been,  and  ever  vrill  be,  a  justification  of  ex^ 
traordinary  steps,  would  equally  justify  tbe 
prolongation  for  a  time  of  the  present  parlia- 
ment, in  the  manner  now  proposed ;  and  no 
doubt  but  thai  the  neit  succeedmg  parliament, 
convened  in  the  usual  legal  manner,  would 
approve  and  confirm  what  should  be  done  in 
this,  on  so  pressint;  an  ocasion.  But  surely  it 
will  nowise  follow,  because  this  might  be 
done  in  a  case  of  absolute  n^ce&sfty,  that  there- 
fore  itmay  or  ought  to  be  done,  when  there  is  no 
necessity  at  all.  And  it  is  evident,  that  there 
IB  no  immediate  necessity  for  the  passing  of 
this  law,  since,  notwithstanding  tbe  length  of 
the  first,  his  majesty  may  still  £ftve  two  sessioai 
more  of  this  Tcry  parliament ;  and  will  it  not 
be  time  enough  to  pa»s  such  a  law  in  the  last 
sessions,  if  it  £ould  then  appear  as  nece^ry  as 
it  is  now  pretended  to  be  ?  And  therefore  ad- 


Jutki  tha  saosb  efsotaai  eMomfiment  of 
ibe  fttceader  and  his  allies,  to  invade  this 
Mnarinw  ;*  in  m  canicienea  I  believe  it  so, 
andsoit  wUl  be  foaad  if  thi»  bill  should  pam 
iaioalaw.  . 

I  baliave  it  will  ha  admitted,  that  from  the 
astabhshflMataf  the  sacoassioa,  until  it  happily 
lookplaae,  a  vastmajority  of  tbe  people  azprasa- 
cd  tbo  graafeestxeal  for  it,  and  satisfaotioa  m  it ; 
ifast  from  the  death  of  the  (|ueen  to  tbe  arrival 
of  his  nu^asty,  tbe  nation  was  never  knpwn  to 
hs  in  agraatac  calm*  That  (he  parliament  then 
io  being,  unattimooaly  ^ectled  tbe  civil  list  for 
tfaesopport  of  the  dignity  of  the  crown,  and 
completed  what  was  wanting  for  the  sopulies  of 
the  year ;  and  whatever  foults  they  mignt  have 
heea  guilty  of  before,  there  was  uothmg  now 
wanting  ia  the  expressing  of  their  duty ;  and  it 
hMbemi  stinnised,  that  aome  persons  whose 
seal  foe  bis  majesty  cannat  be  suspected,  were 
aetahttla  appretonsiva,  that  that  parliament 
and  the  party  of  which  their  majority  was  com- 
pssad,  would  to  snake  amends  for  their  past 
adaot,  go  too  great  lengths  in  their  coa^lai- 
Bce  m  tha  crown;  and  ihat  for  this  very  reason 
was  dangerous  for  the  nation  that  his  majesty 
sbo«y  ever  aaeet  them  ;  but  whatever  the  rea- 
mas  were,  certain  it  is  that  his  majesty  saw 
dmn  not    Tha  ioy  on  his  majesty's  arrival  was 
asgrsat  and  onWaiial,  as  isas  ever  kno#n  in 
Brttain  ;  and  from  hence  I  think  I  may  fturly 
csadude,  that  if  them  be  aoch  a  disaffection  as 
SI  is  suggested,  stace  it  was  |K>t  before,  it  mu<it 
have  happeoad  since  hie  mmeety^s  arrival :  and 
if  diis  can  ba  imagined  possible,  it  must  be  then 
agreed,  that  sach  a  geaaral disaffection  is  an  efu 
teteojOoaaidarabletoba|m>docedwithout  any, 
arby  a  very  sligbt  cause ;  his  majesty  surely  can 
ba  ao  wise  thaoaaseofso  siirprising  a  change,  as 
issannised,  in  the  inclinatiun  of  bis  people; 
therefore,  if  chare  be  sach  a  disaffection,  it  can 
beofilftothe  ministers,  and  prodaced  from 
*Haaihing  really  ill,  or  which  i^  apprehended 
to  ba  so,  in  their  conduct.  I  am  persuaded,  that 
tbty  themselvaa  have  too  much  modesty,  not  to 
agree,  that  it  is  much  more  reasonable  to  sup- 
pose a  disaffection  ta  them,  than  to  the  person 
of  the  king ;  and  I  doobt  not  but  this  House 
will  always  distinguish,  as  they  have  hitherto 
done,  between  the  sovereign  and  tbe  ministers 
of  state. 

Bat,.in  justioa  to  tbe  present  ministry,  we 
timteoocbide,  that  tbe  disaflfection  to  them 
i>  ocoaskmed  only  by  imaginary,  and  not  by 
aay  rsal  evils  dona  bv  them ;  and  we  have  great 
veema  to  hope,  that  bv  their  wise  and  prudent 
■aaagement,  they  will  be  able  in  a  very  little 
tioM^  to  BodeceiVe  a  mistaken  and  deluded 
peopia,  and  thereby  regain  those  affections, 
which,  for  the  present,  they  apprehend  to  be 
^  ta  theuL  And  if  they  should  fail  in  this, 
I  Ml  persuaded,  fooas  their  great  zeal  for  the 

C  of  the  king,  and  welfare  of  their  country, 
their  ka<iwn  disinterestedness,  their  gene- 
teoi  contempt  of  advantages  to  themselves, 
*^  kma  that  ancient  heroic  Roman  virtue, 
'^'liaviMhly  appears  in  every  ^ari-of  their 


pretended 
mitttngev^  thing  vrhieh  baa /been  ^aUedged. 
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there  is  obc  th^  colour  of  a  nacessitj  for  lodi  a 
law  at  present  i  and  thb  gives  me  strong  sus- 
picion, that  there  is  a  snake  in  the  gress,  and 
that  we  have  not  yet  been  acquamted  with  the 
true  reason  of  so  unprecedented  an  attempt. 
Certainly  no  gentleman  can  be  afraid  of  what 
every  gentleman  must  wish,  that  before  the  end 
of  another  year,  our  ferment  will  subside,  and 
the  nation  be  restored  to  a  perfect  calm,  which 
would  entirely  take  away  all  pretences  \>f 
doing  what  is  now  endeavoured  :  Or,  that  the 
unanimous  voice  of  the  electors  of  Great  Bri- 
tain agamst  such  a  law,  would,  before  another 
se85i9n,  be  found  too  strong  to  be  resisted  by 
their  representatives,  and  that  gentlemen,  upon 
.  a  more  mature  consideration^  might  come  lo 
think  very  differently  of  this  matter  from  what 
they  at  present  may  ;  and  that  therefore  this 
great  master-piece  must  be  struck  off  at  one 
\  beat,  and  that  now  or  never  must  be  the  word : 
Or  may  not  others  without  doors  he  apt  to  sus- 
pect, that  this  hiw  is  really  intended  to  encoo- 
^nge  the  Pretender  to  invade,  and  his  secret 
friends  to  shew  themselves  in  public,  by  sooth- 
ing them  up  in  the '  hopes  and  belief  of  the 
greatness  of  their  numbers;  and  by  leading 
them  into  that  snare,  have  an  opportunity  of 
discovering  and  crushing  them  as  thoroughly  in 
England,  as  we  have  lately  done  in  Scotland  : 
and  thereby  secure  for  ever  the  peace  and 
tranquillity  of  the  whole  kingdom  ?  For  it  is 
impossible  to  imagine,  that,  such  encourage- 
ment would  be  given  to  the  Pretender  or  his 
friends,  as  seems  to  be  done  by  the  preamble 
of  this  biU,«nd  the  debate  of  this  day,  if  those 
-who  were  for  the  bill  were  not  entirely  satisfied 
that  a  new  rebellion,  if  it  should  happen,  would 
be  attended  only  with  the  consequences  I  have 
just  now  mentioned.  How  right  a  design  of 
this  kind  may  be  in  politics,  I  will  not  pretend 
to  determine,  but  will  venture  to  affirm,  that 
it  is  entirely  inconsistent  with  the  christian  re- 
l^ioo,  and  tlie  principles  of  baroanity,  common 
to  all  mankind. 

But  besides,  I  think  an  experiment  of  this 
kind  much  too  dangerous  to  be  uied  :  for 
when  the  fire  is  once  kindled,  no  human  wisdom 
can  tell  how  much  it  may  consume.  And  al- 
though we  have  happily  suppressed  the  late 
iinhLituT.il  itLiLluCr.^,  yet,  I  am  persuaded,  no 
wis&  nmn  c^a  wj^h,  to  serve  any  end  whatever, 
to  «e«  the  niLtion  exposed  asain  to  the  risque 
J  of  such  another  auempt,  althoogh  it  should  be 
as  ill  conc^^rted  at  tiome,  and  as  little  support- 
•d  from  abroad,  as  the  last  seems  to  have  been. 
Such  nloiLvt^  as  these,  therefore,  can  surely 
|)revail  with  no  bot^y,  and  yet  I  am  notable  to 
giicK  at  tbo^e  which  should:  And  where  no 
visible  roasan  do{<»  appear,  for  so  violent  and 
needless  »  prectptiation,  there  must,  and  will 
be  great  variety  of  conjectures  at  those  whidi 
are  not  seen. 

Another  argument  seems  to  have  sreat 
weight  with  gentlemen  for  the  passing  of  this 
bill ;  '^  That  it  will  encourage  foreign  princes 
and  states  to  tfnter  into  alliances  wiu  us,  when 
Aej  tee  %  ctnaia  faed  adnunisuatiout  on 


which  they  may  deptftd ;  for  that  at  present 
they  looked  upon  us  to  be  in  the  nature  of  a 
triennial  government,  a  new  parliament  being 
usually  attended  with  a  new  ministry,  and  a 
new  ministry  with  new  measures.''  I  believe 
that  this  is  the  first,  and  I  hope  it  will 
be  the  last  time  that  ever  an  ai^gametit  of 
such  a  nature  was  advanced,  or  would 
have  been  endured  in  any  English  or  Bsitish 
parliament.  We  have  hitherto  been  able  ta 
form  great  alliances,  and  to  do  great  things, 
on  the  foot  of  our  ancient  cons&ntion  ;  nd 
are  we  now  sunk  to  a  condition  so  despicably 
low,  as  to  be  obliged  to  model  it  to  the  genius 
or  humour  of  any  of  our  neighbours  ?  Can  a 
Briton  hear  this  with  patience  ?  Absolute  mo- 
narchy, and  despotic  power,  liaf  e  no  doubt,  in 
some  conjunctures,  the  advantage  of  our  form 
of  government;  but  shall  we,  fi^r  the  sake 
thereof,  give  up  the  most  valuable  constitution 
upon  earth,  so  adapted  to  the  spirit  of  our  peo- 
ple, and  so  well  suited,  in  the  general  drann- 
stanoes  of  life,  for  the  welfare  and  happiness 
of  a  fr^  nation,  and  by  which  we  have  hitherto 
shone  forth  with  a  distinguishing  lustre,  from 
ail  other  countries  in  the  worid?  But  as  to  the 
ar^ment  itself,  why  do  gentlemen  imagine,  that 
Triennial  Pariiaments  necessarily  infer  a  Trien- 
nial Government?  Surely  the  eiecutive  powtr 
is  intirely  in  the  prince,  there  the  laws  of  the 
land  have  placed  it,  .and  there  I  hope  it  will  for 
ever  remain ;  The  power  of  peace,  war,  and 
alliances,  are  the  undoubted  prerogatives  of 
tlie  crown,  and  no  parliament,  I  hope,  will  ever 
pretend  to  dispute  the  same.  The  stability 
therefore  of  our  govefnment,  as  it  relates  to 
foreign  nations,  depends  intirely  on  the  prince ; 
and  I  believe  our  ancient  allies  never  had,  nor 
had  reasons  to  have,  a  greater  reliance  on  any 
British  monarch,  than  on  his  present  majesty, 
who  so  worthily  fills  the  throne;  and  I  hope 
that  reliance  will  never  be  •  transferred  fivnn 
him  to  any  ministry,  supported  by  any  parlia- 
ment whatever ;  which,  I  think,  would  be  of 
the  most  dangerous  consequence  to  the  royal 
dignity,  the  liberties  of  the  people,  and  to  the 
true  interests  of  all  our  sincere  foreign  firiends. 
But  I  am  also  at  a  loss  to  find  out  any  ne- 
cessary connexion  between  a  new  parliament 
and  a  new  ministry,  were  there  any  weight  in 
that  objection ;  for  are  not  the  public  emplov- 
ments  m  the  disposal  of  the  king,  and  whilst 
they  afe  executed  to  his  satisfaction,  will  be 
continued  in  the  same  hands?  And  when  thej 
are  not,  it  is  unfit  they  should.  An^  whatever 
changes  his  majesty  may  at  anv  time  happen  to 
make,  Pam  persuaded  they  will  be  alwavs  such 
as  will  be  roost  fi>r  his  own  service,  and  Uie  wel- 
fare of  the  kingdom,  and  I  must  declare  the 
same  opinion  as  to  employments,  as  I  have 
done  with  relation  to  seats  in  pariianient; 
That  there  are  great  numbers  in  Briuin,  every 
way  as  well  qualified  for  them  as'  the  present 
possessors ;  and  how  grest  soever  my  esteem 
may  be  for  the  present  ministry,  I  cannot  carry 
my  compliment  so  fisr  as  to  think,  that  the  nadon 
would  be-  undone  if  ttof  were  laid  midc  Bat 
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if  by  tbft  fHiwing  of  tbit  law  the  present  nuDiftry 
should  be  effiectaallj  establisbeay  which  is  more 
than  any  man  ced  pretend  to  prophesy,  what 
tocooragement  ooiild  this  in  reality  gi?e.to  the 
fynaiof  of  forei|D  fdliances ;  when  by  the  same 
law  it  IS  folly  insinuated,  and  plainly  admitted 
IB  the  present  debate,  that  the  affections  of  a 
very  great  part  of  the  people  are  lost  to  this 
▼ery  ministrr;  for  my  own  part,  I  think  it  is 
doing  them  the  greatest  wrong*  and  furnishing 
foreign  princes  and  states  with  the  strongest 
argOBsents  against  entering  into  any  alliance 
with  OS.  For  it  is  not  their  being  supported  by 
a  majority  of  this  Uouse  that  will  be  any  sub- 
itaotud  encouragement,  if  it  is  believed  that  a 
m^ority  of  tlie  nation  are  in  very  different 
leotiments. 

Fire  hundred  and  fiftr  eight  gentlemen  of  Bri- 
tato,  abstractly  considered,  were  they  all  nna- 
nimoos,  bear  but  a  small  proportion  to  the 
Dombers  in  the  nation;  but  when  they  sit 
within  these  walls,  doathed  with  the,  authority 
ofthepeoploy  and  are  thought  to  speak  their 
lense,  it  is  then  indeed  that  the?  will  have  the 
full  weljght  of  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain. 
It  tt  evident,  that  the  present  ministry  and  par- 
liasMnt  were  in  being  when  the  late  rebellion 
broke  out,  and  that  notwithstanding  all  other 
proper  measures,  six  thousand  Dutch  troops 
were  thought  necessary  towards  the  suppress- 
ing thereof;  they  £ad  not  certainly  been  otber- 
wiie  sent  for,  nor  would  any  Briton  have  dared 
to  have  given  each  advice ;  what  iodgment 
then  must  that,  and  other  states  and  princes 
ferm  from '  hence,  of  the  situation  of  our  af- 
fiun,  especially  when  by  this  law  we  proclaim 
aiood  Sat  our  heats  and  animosities  do  still 
cootiooe,  and  that  there  are  still  very  danger- 
ous dispositions  towards  a  new  rebellion ;  and 
if  this  be  an  encouragement  to  enter  into,  and 
depend  upon  €>or  alliances,  I  know  not  what 
tan  be  a  proper  discouragement. 

I  am  therefore  in  hopes  that  this  bill  will 
lot  pass;  instead  of  such  eitraordinary  and 
vonataral  projects  as  these,  there  are  others 
that  deserve  our  attention.  I  think  it  would 
be  a  design  worthy  of  a  British  parliament,  to 
concert  ud  execute  the  most  proper  measures 
for  the  healing  up  of  eur  breaches,  and  oniting 
ofr  minds  for  the  common  interest  and  safety 
of  the  nation.  The  first  step  absolutely  neces- 
aiy  towards  thb  great  work,  seems  to  me  to 
be,  the  forgetting  all  past  party  quah-els,  and 
eitiogoishint  for  the  tutnre  those  odious  names 
of  distinction,  which  have  been  so  long,  and  so 
anhappily  kept  np.  And  I  will  venture  to  say 
tbatthis  expedient  towards  unanimity,  is  much 
0^  Christian^  less  dangerous,  and^  though 
difficult,  yet  much  more  practicable,  than  the 
extirpation  or  total  suppression  of  either  of  the 
contending  parties,  which  the  unthinking  fu- 
noso'sof  both  seem  to  be  too  fond  of. 
^  I  would  not  have  gentlemen  discouraged, 
a  endeavourine  what  I  recommend,  from  any 
acuities  whidi  they  may  conceire  therein ; 
^If^ly  there  was  a  time,  and  not  long  since^ 
•b«i  tlui  blsMed  work  coold  not  baTt  mis-  \ 


caified^;  I  hope  it  is  still  practicable^  or  elsa . 
the  nation  will  be  soon  undone ;  for  we  &• 
snr^,  that  a  kingdom  divided  against  itself  wrill 
be  brought  to  doolatioo.  But  as  to  the  pos* 
sibility  of  the  thing,  let  me  put  genthmien  ia 
mind  of  the  great  beats  and  animosities,  which  . 
were  raised  and  continued,  by  the  unexampled 
violences  and  cruelties  of  a  long  and  bloody 
civil  war ;  yet  these  were  all  appeased  in  the 
^err  beginning  of  the  reign  of  kin^  Charles  the 
Sni),  after  his  Restoration ;  the  history  of  that  ^ 
time  being  sufficiently  known,  I  need  not  repeat 
the  measures  which  were  then  taken :  certain 
it  isy  the  nation  enjoyed  a  calm  for  many  years» 
our  trade  flourished,  our  wealth  encreased,  and 
we  were  both,  in  the  literal  and  allegorical 
sense,  a  land  flowioe  with  milk  and  honey  x 
and  this  I  hope  will  be  again  our  case.  ^ 
would  also  recommend  the  payment  of  our 
publio  debts,  or  at  least  of  putting  them  in  a 
way  of  being  discharged  in  some  reasonabla 
time;  for  till  this  is  mne,  we  are,  in  my  opi- 
mon,  in  a  state  of  the  greatest  insecurity;  for 
what  foreign  prince  or  state,  will  either  court 
the  friendship,  or  dread  the  enmity  of  a  bank- . 
mpt  people:  For  though  particular  persona 
are  really  rich,  the  nation,  whilst  loaded  with  a 
debt  of  ftfty  millions,  is  undoubtedly  very  poor  ; 
and  is  it  not  a  melancholy  consideration,  thas 
when  the  individuals  are .  very  wealthy,  thiat 
yet  the  nation  should  be  very  weak ;  this  is  in- 
deed a  paradox ;  but  greater  still,  that  men 
can  be  so  infatuated,  as  to  sleep  secure  under  a 
government,  which  can  scarce  be  said  to  be  ia 
a  condition  of  giving  them  protection,  and  that ' 
too  when  it  is  in  their  own  power  to  redresa 
the  evil. 

Before  I  sit  down,  I  mast  observe,  that  thta 
bill  is  brought  in  by  no  order  of  this  House,  nor 
has'  arose  on  any  motion  in  it,  but  is  a  present 
sent  us  "by  the  House  of  Peers.  I  do  not  say, 
that  their  lordships  have  not  a  right  to  sen^  us 
this  or  any  other  bill  they  please,  a  money  bill 
excepted ;  but  since  it  chiefly,  if  not  wholly,  re« 
lates  to  our  own,  and  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  those  we  represent,  it  would  more  natnraUy, 
in  my  opinion,  hnve  had  its  commencement 
here;  aiid  this  cot^ri^K  ;auon  Jncliuti  ui«  hr  be- 
lieve, that  it  had  not  be^n  eojj  to  have  found 
one  among  us,  who  would  hare  been  willing  to 
have  made  himself  riimsvrkftble,  by  being  the 
first  movcrof  soextrfiordbnry  a  law,  so  ijkdy 
to  disgust  a  vtfst  m^jorjiy  of  the  people.  But 
there  are  other  rea»oris  aligned,  and  pr^uj 
fi'eely  talked  of  without  doon,  fotbegimmg 
this  bill  in  the  House  of  Lords,  thnt  thereby 
time  would  be  got,  and  proper  ari^umenu  ap- 
plied, to  convince  genlJemen  of  the  Tiece&sity 
of  this  law,  who,  when  it  was  UrU  spoke  o^ 
seemed  to  be  very  much  prejuiliced  against  it ; 
and  it  is  said,  that  there  his  been  great  pains 
taken  for  that  purpose,  and  not  without  sac* 
cess.  But  it  IS  said,  that  the  main  reason 
a^inst  beginning  it  here,  was  to  take  off  that 
bias,  which  was  apprehended  might  be  npoo 
the  minds  of  gentlemen,  from  the  doubtfulness 
^ils  hilt  ia  another  place;  for  thoogib.thic. 
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lmt4§  iMvt,  we  li«re  not  an  idbtntuKte  in  o«r 
9Mi9y  but  depend  far  a  oondnaaoce  of  (ben 
ufc  future  parliaments,  on  the  good  dpuien  of 
tke  deotors  of  Great  Brttaio ;  and  to  deprive 
tlMiD  of  the  right  qf  frequent  electiooi,  which 
thej  are  entitled  to  by  Uw,  cannot  be  sappoted 
a  proper  recoautteodation  tb  their  favour;  and 
it  was  therefore  oebvenient  to  remove  thitiium- 
Uinc>*bloek  out  of  the  way»  that  the  advocates  for 
the  bill  might  argue  and  vote  with  greater  aasu- 
raoice.  Bat  I  hope  tlie  resolotions  of  this  day  will 
foHv  make  appeari  how  false  and  groundless  these 
and  saah  like  sa£geetioi)«  are,  and  that  we  oan- 
aot  b9  deterred  hom  a  ftitbful  discharge  of  the 
trust  reposed  in  us,  or  influenced  against  it^  by 
ahy  motives  or  coittidefations  whatsoever ;  and 
that  those  gentlemen  particularly,  who  have 
i4t  long  in  parliament,  and  on  all  occasions 
have  so  wortfaity  distinguished  themselres,  by 
being  the  greatest  advocates  for  the  rights  and 
UbentBS  of  the  people,  will  at  this  time  shew 
the  world,  that  they  conttnne  fixed  and  steady 
to  the  principles  they  have  always  professed.  1 
therefore  hope,  that'a  law  which  even  the  worst 
ministry,  in  the  worst  of  parliaments,  never  had 
the  widtedneN  to  attempt,  will  not  actually  be 
esublished  under  the  best  admmistration,  and 
io  the  best  parliament  with  which  this  nation 
Was  ever  blessed. 

These  were  the  chief  arguments  that  were 
urged  on  either  side,  for  and  against  the  Bill ; 
l^ld  upon  the  whole  matter  it  was  resolved,  by 
u  minority  of  984  against  169,  that  the  Bill  be 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House. 

A  LIST  df  the  MBMBBRS  who  voted  for  the 
BILL  for  Repealing  the  TRIENNIAL 
ACT,  and  making  Parliaments   Septen 
nial,  April  94,  1716. 
N.B.  Those  with  a  •  voted  a.  d.  1734,  for 
Repealing  the  Septennial   Act,  and  restoring 
Parliaments  to  a  contioaanoe  of  three  years  only. 
Those   with  a  f  voted  a.  d.  1794^  against 
the  Repeal  of  the  Septennial  Aa. 
Aherorombiey  Alexan-    Astley»  sir  J.  kt.  com< 


der,  captahi  of  foot 
Addison,  Joe.  a  oom* 

missioncr  of  trade 
Aislaby,  John,  tireaaor- 

er  of  the  navy 
Aland,Jobtt  Fortescue, 

his  majesty's  sohei* 

lor  general 
Alhmson,  C.  olerk  of 

4lie  bankrupts  under 

•the  lord  chancellor 

Autrother,  nr  J.  bt. 

f  Anstratheis    Philip^ 

eoL  in  the  foot|uards 
Ashbumham,    stf  W« 

bt.  ohamberkin  of 

the  exchequer 
t  Ashe,  Edward,  dtik 

of  the  ordnaace 
iwbe,  vv« 
A^unt,  flit  H«  fat. 
4 


niissioner  of  trade 

Aylroer,  Matthew,  ad- 
miral and  governor 
of  Ortoowidi  hoe* 
pital 

t  BaouQ,  Waller 

Bailie,  George,  a  coa^ 
missiouer  of  the  ud- 
aiiralty 

Baird,  J.  jun.  commit* 
siooer  of  the  ofui- 

.    valent 

Banks,  Joseph 

Barlow,  John 

Bateman,iirJames»kt 
•ob-flovemor  of  the 
Soutb-sea  Coospuiiy 

Bell,  Ralph 

Bellamy,  W.  auditor 
totheduldijrofLuii- 


Beufloo^  W. 

Beroi  Thomas,  ooni^ 
mkssioner  of  the 
victualling,  office 

*  Bigg,  John 

lirc^ioha,  serjeaot 
at  law,  and  a  cons- 
missiooer  of  the  for- 
feited estates 

Bisse,  Stephen,  com* 
missiouer  of  the  equi- 
valent 

Blackiflton,  ooL  Na« 
tiianiel 

Blundell,sir  Montague^ 
bt. 

Bond,  Dennis,  letter 
carrier  to  the  go  vem-> 
mcnt,  and  a  com- 
missioner of  the  for- 
feited esutes 

Bescai^eo,  rt.  hoa. 
Hugh,  comptroller  of 
the  hottshtfld,  and 
warden  of  the  stan- 
naries 

Boteler,  John,  one  of 
the  commisaoners 
of  the  equivalent 

Brace,  John  Tburloe 

Braddyl,  Doddiogton, 

f  Bradsbaigh,  sir  R.bt. 

Bray,  W.  captain  of 
horse 

f  Bridges,  Oeorae 

f  Bridgman^sirOrlan. 
bt«  clerk  of  ^reen- 
cloth  to  the  pnnce 

f  Bristow,  R.  a  oom- 
missioner  for  stating 
the  debts  due  to  the 
army 

Britiffii^  Robert 

Brodenck,  Thomas 


BrQugbioii,   mr  Biiat 

•^Brudeoel,  boo.  J. 
maaero(the  jewel 
office 

Brownlow,sir  Joln^  bt 

Burridi^e,  John 

Bjof,  sir  Gco»e»  eoi»> 
mtssioner  of  the  ad* 
miralty 

f  Campbel,  J.  groeai 
of  the  bed-chamber 
tq  the  prinooy  and 
captain  of  the  foo^ 
guards 

f  Campbell,  sir  Jaiiie% 
bt.  governor  of  Stir- 
ling Castle 

Campbell,  hon.  Jcrfio, 
surveyorof  the  king*s 
works  in  ScoUaud 

fCampbell,  Daniel 

Carherry,  lord 

Carew,  sir  Nicholas 
hart. 

Carpenter,  General, 
colonel  of  horee 

Carter,  Lanrenoe*  soli- 
citor general  to  the 
l^rince 

Cartwri^t,  H.  made  a 
commtssiooer  of  ths 
victualling  office 

CateivJobn 

*  Cavendish,  lord  J. 
Chandler,  Richard 

*  Chetwynd,  Joho,  oot 

ers  of  trade 

*  Chetwynd,  W.  langer 

ofSt.  James's  Park 
Chetwynd,  W» 
ChUd,«ir  R.  bt.* 
Chulmley,  Hugl^  sur- 
veyor general 


*  Created  viscount  Cattlemain,  and  baron  of 
Newtewn,  April  17, 1718.  <*  My  lord  Townskeud 
and  Mr.  Methuen  are  extremely  ceacemed  at 
what  you  write  about  the  probability  of  sir  Ri- 
chard Child's  immediate  promotion  to  the  pear- 
age.  They  apprehend  thatsuch  a  mack  of  his  nia> 
jot/s  favour  to  that  gentlemmi,  who  is  a  Tory, 
may  have  a  very  ill  effect  at  this  junctnre,aBd  thai 
it  will  at  least  revive  many  pretenskms  amnong 
the  Whigs,  which  are  in  every  respect  bettte 
founded,  so  that  it  will  be  of  great  dasServioe  to 
hisma|esty  to  do  it  at  present;  for  which  reaaoa 
they  desire  you  would  use  your  utmost  endea- 
vours at  least  |o  get  it  deferred  till  after  the 
uoKt  session,  by  which  means  his  mi^esty  will 
have  the  service  of  sir  R.  ChiM  in  the  House 
of  Commons  for  one  session  longer ;  jmd-  they 
make  no  doubt  butthe  evident  reasonableoess  crt 
this  dekjr  will  reooneile  sir  R.  ChiU  to  aeqai* 
esce  in  it,  if  he  can  have  his  miyesty's  assoraooe 
ofita  being  done  at  that  thae.'*  Stephe&Pisyata 
to  SeaecufyStaiihope.   Coxe^sWilpsIt^ 
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tCfaardiill,  Charlesf 
oobnel  of  dragoons 

ChoreliiUyW.  stationer 
to  his  majesty 

+  Gierke,  sir  T.  kt. 

J  CJtyton,  W. 

*  CockbuTD,  Joho,  ODe 
of  the  onnxioissioii- 
ers  of  trade 

*  Cbeksy  Jatiies 

Colepepper,  sir  T.  bt. 

ComptoD,  bon.  Spen- 
cer, Speaker,  trea- 
surer to  the  prince 

Cobiogsby,  lord  fis- 
count 

Cook,  sir  Charles,  kt. 
alderman  of  Lon- 
don,  and  commia> 
sioner  of  trade 

Corbet,  sir  Robert,  bt. 

Corbet,  Andrew 

Cora  wall,  Charles 

Cof  entry,  W. 

Cowper,  Spencer,  at« 
tomcjT  general  to 
the  prince 

CrsgiEs,  James,  Jnn. 
cofferer  to  the  prince 

CimAinghain,  sir  J.  bt. 

Cooningbani,  Henry, 
commissioner  gene- 
ral of  the  musters  in 
Scotland,  and  com- 
missioner of  tbe  for- 
feited estates 

IKAetb,  Tbo<nas 

Dalrymple,  sir  Dayid, 
bt.  lord  ^drocate  for 
Scotland 

Daines,  sir  Vf,  kt. 

t  Darcy,  Conyers,  one 
of  tbe  commissioners 
for  executing  tbe  of- 
fice otmaster  of  tbe 
iiorse  and  avener 

Daaele,  John 

Ddaval,  Francis 

Debvat,  George,  rear- 
admiral  : 

Denton,  Alexander,  his 
majesty's  counsel  at 
law,-  and  attorney* 
general  of  tbe  dotcby 
ofLaooMter 

Dteboverie,  Jacob 

Diston,  Jofliab 

t  Docmini^oe,  Paul^ 
a  oommissiooer  of 
Mde 

Doddbfptooy  Oeom,  a 
ctamnssioner  of  the 
admiralty 

Dowdeswell,  W. 

PoQglass,  W.  captain 
of  ibot 

PooRlass,  bon.  col  G. 


t  Drake,  sir  F.  H.  bt 

Dncane,  Richard 

Duncb,  £dmund,  mas- 
ter of  the  king's  hous- 
hold 

f  Edgcumbe,  Richard, 
a  commissioner  of 
the  treasury 

Egerton,  hon.  W.  col. 
offbot 

Brie,  rt.  hon.  Thomas, 
lieutenant  general  of 
the  ordnance,  and 
governor  of  Ports- 
mouth 

f  Erie,  Giles,  captain 
ofhorse 

Ernie,  sir  Edward,  bt. 

Evelyn,  George 

Eyles,  Francis,  direct- 

.  or  of  the  South  Sea 
company 

f  Eyles,  sir  John,  bt. 

a  director    of    tbe 

Bank,  and  comfociis- 

sioner  of  the  forfeit- 

'  ed  estates 

Eyre,  Giles 

Farrer,  W.  master  of 

,  St  Catherine's  iir 
tbe  Tower 

Farrington,  sir  R.  bt, 

Ferguson,  Alexander 

Ferrers,  brigadier  T. 
col.  offbot 

Fielding,hon.  W.  clerk 
of  the  ereen  cloth 

Fitz-WiUiams,  h  lord 
viscount 

Forbes,  John 

Forrester,  VV. 

Fowler,  sir  R.  bt 

f  Frankland,  Tboouis 

Fumese,sir  Robert,  bt 

♦  Gibbon,  Philip,  com- 
roissidner  of  the  re- 
venue of  Ireland 

Gordon,  sir  W. bt.com- 
missioner  for  stating 
the  debts  due  to  the 
army 

Gough,  sir  Richard,  bt. 

,  Br  director  of  tbe 
East-India  company 

Gottid,  Nathaniel,  a 
director  of  the  bank 

Graham,  col.  James 

Grantfaami  Richard,  a 
commissioner  for  tbe 
forfeited  estates 

Grant,  Alexander,  col. 
of  foot,  and  governor 
ofSbeerness 

Greenville,  Richard 

fOregoryjG.  one  of  the 
commissioners  for  the 
forleited  estates 


t  Griffith,  John,  of 
Lynn 

f  Grimstone,  William 

Grove,  Grey  James 

Guidoit,  William 

Haldane,  Patrick,  one 
of  the  commissioners 
of  the  forfeited  es- 
tates 

Haldane,  Mungo 

f  Hales,  sir  Thomas, 
bt.  6i)e  of  the  com- 
missioners for  for- 
feited estates 

Hampden,      Richard, 
one  of  the  tellers  of 
.  the  exchequer 

Hamage,  Richard 

Harvey,  Daniel,  gen. 
col.  ofhorse,  and  go* 
vernor  of  Guernsey 

f  lieathcote,  John,one 

.  ofthe  directors  ot  the 

East-India  company 

Headicote,  sir  Gi^berf, 
knt.  one  of  the  di- 
rectors of  the  bank 

Henley,  John 

Hill,  Trevor 

Hill,  sir  Roger 

Hiilersden,  William 

Hinchin  brook,  lord, 
col.  in  the  guards 

Hitch,  Robert 

Hobart,  sir  John,  bt. 

Hopkins,  John 

Hopkins,  Edward,  one 
ofthe  commissioners 
ofthe  revenue  in  Ire- 
land 

f  Hothara,  sir  Charles, 
bt  col.  of  foot 

f  Hoghtou,  sir  Henry, 
be  one  of  the  com- 
missioners of  tbe  for- 
feited estates   . 

f  Hucks,  William,  his 
majesty's  brewer 

Humphreys,  sir  Wil- 
liam, bt 

Jekyll,  sir  Joseph,  knt 
c  bief j  ustlce  of  Ches- 
ter 

Jenkins,  Tobias 

f  Jennings,  sir  John, 
knt.  one  ofthe  com- 
missioners of  the  ad- 
miralty 

Jennings,  Philip 

t  Jessop,  Wm.  Welch 


Johnson,  sir  Themas, 

knt. 
Janssen,  sir  Theodore,, 

bt 
Ingram,  Arthur 
Ker,  hon.  William|Col. 

3B 


of    dragoons,    and 
groom  of  the  bed- 
cbamber      to     the 
prince 
Knigbt,  Joba 
Lade,  John 
Leigh,  John 
Lennard,  sir  Samnef, 
bt.  one  of  the  grooms 
ofthe  bed-chamber 
to  tbe  urince,  and 
lieut.  ot  the  second 
troop  of  guards 
Littleton,  Tho.   capt. 

of  foot    • 
Lockhart,  James,  one 
ofthe  commissionevd 
of  the  equivalent 
London,  John 
Long,  col.  Charles 
Lowndes,  William,  se- 
cretary to  the  Trea- 
sury 
Lumley,  hon.  Henry, 

col.  ofhorse 
Lvddal,  Thomas 
Maisters,  William 
Marsham,  sir  Rt  bt. 
Mason,  Charles 
Maynard,  Tho.   com- 
missary-general    of 
Minorca 
Mead,  sir  Nathaniel, 
knt    his    majesty's 
steward  of  Rumford 
Medlicot,  James,  mas- 
ter in  chancery 
Methuen,  hon.   Paul, 
one  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  trea- 
sury 
Meyrick,  Owert 
Micklethwaite,    Tho« 

mas 
*  Middleton,     Johdi 
lieut.  col.    of  foot, 
and  deputy^ovemor 
of'Tinmoutn 
Minshull,  Edward 
Molesworth,  Robert 
Moline^x,  Samuel,  on# 
of  the  secretaries  to 
the  prince 
Monro,  Robert,  govef< 
nor  of  Inverness,  a 
captain  of  foot,  and 
one  of  tbe  commis* 
sionersfor  forfeited 
estates 
Monson,  sir  W.  bt 
Montague,  James 
Montgomery,     John, 
one  of  the  grooms 
of  the  bed-chamber 
to  tbe  prince,  and  a 
captain  ofthe  fiiol 
guards 
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MoretOD,  col. Matthew 
Ducy 

^lofgah,  Anthony,  de- 
puty governor  of  tlie 
Isle  of  "Wight. 

Morgan,  John 

Morrice,  Humphrey, 
one  of  tlie  directors 
of  the  bank 

Murray,  lord  James, 
col.  in  the  foot 
guards 

Murray,  Alexander 

Murray,  Alexander 

Naylor,  Georte 

NeviIle,hon.  Grey,  one 
of  the  commissioners . 
fur  stating  the  debts 
due  to  the  army 

Newport,  lord  viscount 

Newport,  hon.  Tho- 
ta)as,oneof<))econi- 
mi^ioners     of    the 

■   Treasury 

Noel,  hort.  John 

Norris,  £dwdrd 

Norj'is,  sir  J6hn,  knt 
admiral  of  the  blue 

Norlhev,  sir  l'.d«v&rd, 
knt.  nismAjtwy*sat- 
toi-i/ey  general 

Northey,  William 

•  Offley,  trew 

Dliphant,  Chas.  M.  D. 

Onslow,  Denzil,  one  of 
the  commissioners  of 
the  victualting-oftice 

Onslow,  Thomas,  out- 
ranger  of  Wiadsor 
Forest 

*pughton,  sir  Adol- 
phus,  bt.  major  of 
the  guards,  and  One 
of  the  grooms  of  the 
1i>cd-chathber  to  the 
prince 

Owen,  sir  Arthur^  bt.  • 

Oxenden,  sirHenry,bt. 

Page,  sir  Gregory,  bt. 
one  of 'the  directors 
of  the  East  India 
company 

Palmer,sir  Thomas,  bt*. 
one'  of  the  commis* 
sioners  for  stating 
the  debts  due  to  the 
army 

t*ai)illoh,  Philip 

*  rarker,  sir  Philip,bt. 
Paiwlct,  lord  William, 

^  one  of  the  tellers  of 
the  exchequer 
Paulelt,  Norton 

*  Paulett,  lord  Harry, 
ci^jbtain  of  dragoons' 

*  PeIham,Thomas,one 

ef  (be  commissioners 


for  stating  the  debu 
due  to  the  army 

*  Pelham,  lion.  Henrf 
Pepper,  brigadier,  col. 

of  dragoons 

*  P5ggot,  Robert 
PittjT'homas,  seniof 
Pitt,  Thomas,  juniot* 

*  Plumtree,  John,  one 
of  the  commissioners 
for  stating  the  debu 
due  to  the  army 

PoHocfe,  sir  Robert,  bt. 
governor  of  For  t  W  il- 
nam 

Porter,  Aubrie 

Pridcaux,sir  Edmd.  bt. 

t  Pulteney,  William, 
secretary  at  ivar 

Ptnsent,9irWilliam,bt. 

*llead,  sir  Thomas,bt. 

Et>bow,  sir  Isaac,  knt. 

"^  Rich,  sir  Robert,  bt. 
col.  of  dragoons 

Robarts,  hon.  Francis, 
one  Of  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  reve- 
nue in  Ireland 

Robinson,Tiir  W.  bt. 

Samuel,  Sir  Thotnas,bt. 

Sand  ford,  sir  Rich^, 
bt.  warden  of  the 
Mint 

Scaweo,  sir  Thomas, 
one  of  the  directors 
of  the  bank 

Scot,  James,  major  in 
the  foot  guards 

♦Sdwyn,  col.  John, 
one  of  the  cherks  of 
the  green  cloth  to 
the  prince 

6hute,  John  Bardng- 
ton 

*  Sloper,  WHliara,  se- 
cretary to  the  pay- 
master general 

*  Smelt,  Leonard,  one 
of  the  commissioners 
for  stating  the  debts 
due  to  the  army 

Smith,  James 

Smith,  John,  one  of  the 
tellers  of  the  exche- 
<!juer 

Sondes,  Edward,  lord 
viscount 

Stanhope,  gen.  James, 
one  of  uje  secreta- 
ries of  state 

Stanhope,  hon.    Wil- 

'  Ham,  col.  of  dra- 
goons 

Stanhope^  Philip,  lord, 
one  of  the  gentlemen 
of  the  bedchamber 
to  the  prinCe 


Stanwiz,  Thomas,  coL 
of  dragoons^  and  g()* 
vemor  of  Chelsea 
hospital 

Stanvan,  Abraham 

Steel,  sir  Richard,  mas*> 
teroftheplay-faonse, 
and  one  of  the  com- 
missi oner^  for  the 
forfeited  estates 

Stewart,  brigadier  J. 
Ihrat.  6ol.  to  the  Stxi 
regiment  of  guards 

*  Stewart,  William,  one 

of  the  secretaries  to 
the  prince,  and  re- 
membrancer of  the 
ext^heq.  in  Scotland 

St.  Quiattn,  sir  W. 
bt.  one  of  the  com^ 
missioners  of  the 
treasury 

Strickland,  WllKaiii, 
i)ne  bf  the  cMAmis-^ 
Sioners  of  th«  neve- 
noe  ift  Irehmd 

Tench,  sir  Prshir,  bt. 
one  of  tlie  South-sea 
directors 

*  Thompson,  William 
Thompson,    %ir    Wil- 
liam, knt.  recorder 
of  London 

Tirwhit,  sir  John,  bt. 

♦Townshend,hon.  Ho- 
ratio, one  of  t^  di^ 
rectors  tjf  the  South- 
sea  company 

Travers,  3amuel,  audi- 
tor to  the  prince, 
and  one  ofthe  clerks 
of  the  king's  works 

•T^eby,  George,  one 
ofthe  comhiissioners 
for  the  forf^ted  es- 
tates 

Trefosis,  Samtrd 

Trelawiw,  sir  John,  bt. 
one  ofthe  gentlemen 
of  the1)eckcfaamber 
to  the  prince 

*  Trenchard,  George 
Trevanian,  John 


A  LIST  of  the  MEMBERS  who  vtsUfi  fl^arost 
the  Bill  for  Repealing  the  TRt£NNIAt 
ACT. 

N.  B.  Those  with  a*  voted  against  r^psaling 
the  Sc|i«eBBial  Act|  JU  o.  1734. 

Tliose  with  a  f  voted  fbr  repe«lifig  the  said 
Act,  and  restoring  Parliaments  to  a  i:t>ntitnnnce  I 
of  three  years  only. 

Archer,  Andrew  f  Barrymore,  eail  of 

Bakei;,  George  f  Bathurst,  BeniamiQ 

Bampfield,  sirC.W.  U.    f  Beaumoat,  sir  G.  be 
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♦  Tttflbd,  SftdittCt 

♦  Tutner,  Chohnley 
•TtfHier,  sir  Gbanesi 

knt.oneoftlie«»tB- 
flfiibsiooen  ofthe  mi- 
miralty 
Vane,  Patrick 
Vemtm,  Th^ans 
Vincent,  i^ory,  jin. 
one  of  th^  cooums- 
sinners  of  the  tio- 
tuaUmg^flice 

♦  Wade,  gen.  col.  of 
foot 

♦  Wager,  sir  Charles> 
knt.  rcfar  adnsiral  of 
the  red,  add  eomp* 
troller  of  ilht  naty 

Wallop,  Joniii    • 
Walpole,     ^rffridUi, 

treasoretr  of  Green* 

wich  heispilal 

♦  Waher,  Peter 
Ward,  sir  JohA,  knt 

alderman    of  Loa* 

don,  and  one  ^  the 

directorsoTtbe  ^lank 
Warretider,  w  O4  K 
"Weavef ,  JtnM 
Wentwdrth,  Hmk  joa. 
West,  hoA.  John,  igat* 

doln  In"  tiM  gttsmls, 

irifd  a  ctetk  at  the 

council 
Wheat,  Mr  TfaofnM,hi. 
White,  Thomas 
Winchester,    Chanes, 
'  marquis  of,  mie  of 
^  tbegentlftneoeftbe 

bed-cbantber  to  the 

prmce 
WitteWTong,  air  Jehfi, 

bt.  col.  of  fool 
Wilktoaob,  Tbanas 
Williams,  sir  B.  %t« 
Wilffier,Williain 
»WUsoir,  DiuM 
Wortley,  hen.  6ida^ 

Montagtihe 

♦  Wynn,  TboWAS)  one 
of'^ttve  e^uemes  to 
thfe  printe 

♦  Yonge,  Wittiam 
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B^rMttt  Mmiriet 
B«rU0y  Quu-ief 
Bertie,  lion.  Jumes 
BertiCj  koa,  Henry 
Bettt,  WUliiim 
Ql«d(et,$irW.  bt, 
B)tod^  sir  Joba,  bt 
fioocb^  hQn,  lAngbain 
Bracebridgf^t  Samuel 
-)-  Bramstone,  Thomas 
Bromley,  William    .. 
Bromley,  Job^ 
Bmere,  George 
BoabQry,9irH.bt. 
*  Batier,  J^meg 
Qaimuih  Shil&toQ 
Calcbor^,  EeynoUb 
Calven^  Felix 
t  Corew,  sir  W.  U. 
{  Cariwngb(,  TboaiM 
UaTe,  sir  Tbomas,  bt, 
Cecil,  bon.  Cbarles 
Chvnperooon,  Artbur 
Cbaplio,$ir  Robert,  bt.  « 
Chetwynd,  Walc«r 
Cbi«wel«  Ricbtrd 
Oarf^ly  Hobert 
Codring^n,  Joba 
t  CoffiD,.Eicbarcl 
Coiemorey  VViHiaia 
CAD/^rfy  Joba 
Coqyers,  Tbowas 
Cope,  air  Jun.  kt.  bt. 
Corrance,  C)emeot 
tCottoa,air  J.H.  bt 
tCoui!mey,8irW. 
Cox,Cbax1e8 
CoiyJobo 

Crow,  sir  Tboonas,  bt. 
Coiioa»  tir  Jobn^  bt. 
DavfFl,  sir  Robert,  b(. 
Delan^^f  William 
Downe,  lord  viscoiuK 
Drake,  M,  G«rnurd 

Eden,  air  John,  bt. 
ElfMdvJoQAtbaa 
ttwea,  m  Harvey,  ht 
EoglaiMi,  George 
Ettnkia,  WiUiam 
PaQ»,boiB^  Jobn 
Fiocb,  Daniel,  lord 
Fleetwood.  Jubn 
in«imiiK,Ricbard 
i^,  Tboroas* 
FoW^,  Richard 
Fowads,  JohD,  iun. 
Freman,  Ralph 
Fuller,  S^Partiger 
Oodfirey,  Peter 
Orey,  Tliomaa  de 
(^«enmy,Heiieagtld. 
Haoaer,  sir  T.  bt. 
Hardrets,  JobQ 
tHiriey,  Edward 
Skt?^,  WilHam 
«eAUi,  Thomas 


Ued^vorth,  John 
Herbert,  James 
Heme,  Joseph 
Heron,  Henry 
Heysham,  Robert 
Heysham,  William 
Hill,  Samuel 

golmes,  Henry 
op(oi),  Ricl)nrd 
j-  Horaer,  Thomaa 
How,  sir  Richard,  bt. 
HuQgerford,  John 
Hutcbesoo,  Archibald 
Hyde,  Robert 
Jeffreys,  Edward 
JeokiofOD,  sir  R.  bt. 
Jeuoings,  James 
Jeopin^s.John 
Jog,  William 
Ingram,  bon.  Arthur 
Johnson,  sir  Henry,  kt, 
Johnson,  William 
Isham,sir  Justinian  bt. 
Kaje,  sir  Arthur,  bt. 
Ko  vmi»,  sirCharles,  bt. 
King,  Thproas 
Kyaaston,  Corbet 
X^imbert,  Edivard 
Lawson,  Oilfrid 
Lachmere,  Anthony 
Lechmere,  NM;hola9 
t  Lefi,  sir  Thomas,  bt. 
Leeres,  Robert 
I^^icester,  sif  F.  bt. 
f  Lejgb,  hon.  Charles 

LLevni?^  William 
'wen,»irWilliafn,kt. 

♦  Lewis,  Thoqaas 
I^etvis,  Thomas 
Long,  sir  James,  bt. 

♦  Loogyeville,  Charles 
Lowtlier,  James 

t  Liuwyche,  Thomas 
f  Master,  Thomas 
Mews,  sir  Peter,  kt. 
Morgan,  sir  T.  bt. 
Morrioe,  air  N.  bt. 
f  Mostyo,  sir  R.  bt. 
f  Newland,  William 
Nicholas,  Edward 
North,  Dudley 
Northmore,  W.  jun. 
Northleigh,  Ste|>hen 
Pucker,  Robert 
Packington,  su*  J.  bt. 
Paget,  Henry,  lord 
f  Palmer,  Thomas 
Palmer,  sir  Jaoffry,Jbt. 
Parker,  Charles 
Paike,  Thomas 
Peytoe,  William- 
Pitt,  George 
Pit^  George,  jun. 
Pole,  sir  William,  bt^ 
Randyi,  Morgan 
Raymond,  sir  Robert 
Reynel}  Ricbaid 


Trenchard,  Henry 
Trevor,  John  Morley 
Trotmon,  Samuel 
Turner^  sir  £dw.  kt. 
Vaughan,  Richard 
Vernon,  Thomas 
Urquhart,  Alexander 
Walco^,  Humphrey 
Walter,  sir  Jonn,  be 
Warburton,  sir  G.  bt'. 
Ward,  John 
Ward,  William 
Ward,  Joshua 
Wentworth,  hon.  T. 
Westerne,  Thomas 
Whicelocke,sir  W.  kt. 
Willoughby,  hon.  F. 
Windsor,  bon.  Dixie 
Wiastanley,  Jame^ 
Worseley,  sir  R.  bt. 
WrigbUon,  William 
Wykes,  William 
Wynne,  Richard 


Rogers,  sir  John,  bc. 
Ross,  general  Charles 
f  Rowney,  Thomas 
t  Rudgc,  John,  a  di- 
rector of  the  Bank, 
f  RushoutaSirJ.  bt. 
Saw  bridge,  Jacob 
f  Seabrigbt,  sir  Tho- 
mas Saunders,  bt.     , 
Shepheard,  Samuel 
+  Sbippen,  William 
f  Shuttleworth,  R. 
Smith,  Thomas 
Sroithson,  If  ugh 
Snell,  John 
Stephens,  Thomas 
Stephens,  William 
Stonehouse,  sir  J.  bt. 
Stradling,  sir  Edw.  bt. 
Sirangewavs,  Thomas 
♦  Sutton,  Richard,  bri- 
gadier geneiiil 
Swanton,  Fnio^is 
f  Talbot,  John  Ivory 


Fetitions  against  the  Sfptennial  fii7/.]  April 
25.  Two  Petitions  aeaiust  the  said  bill,  one 
from  the  borough  of  Horsham,  ti:e  other  from 
Westbury,  were  presented  to  the  H9use  aud 
read  :  The  last  of  tbem  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table  ;  but  the  House  taking  offence  at  an 
eypre^pn  in  that  from  Horsham,  viz.  "  That 
they  looked  upon  it  as  an  overturning  of  the 
constitution,  aod  as  an  infringement  of  their 
liberti^,"  rejected  their  petition. 

DebtiU  cwceming  a  Clame  for  prenemtimg 
Peniioneri  from  ntting  in  TarUflwmU.]  After 
this  Mr.  Lechmere  moved,  and  tbe  question 
was  proposed,  That  it  be  an  instraction  lo  l^e 
committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  mkom  the 
kairl  bill  was  committed^  that  they  k^ie  letfe 
to  reeeiw  a  clause,  to  disable  persons  Irom  be* 
ing  chose  membeis  of  either  Houses  of  Parlia- 
mcHt,  who  iMve  pensions  dnring  pleasune,  or 
any  muaber  of  years  t  but  general  Scaobope 
having  represented,  that  such  a  clause  woold 
but  dog  the  biH,  and  endanger  its  roiscania§p, 
part  of  it  being  derogatory  to  the  privileges  of 
the  House  of  Londs  ;  and  that  if  any  jealousy 
wereontertained  of  the  members  of  iim  House 
of  Commona  having  pensions  fram  the  crown, 
a  bill  might  be  brought  in  to  exdiide  .tbem ; 
tbe  previ«Kis  question  being  put,  that  tbe  ques- 
tion be  now  put,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Then  the  House  in  a  grand  committee,  of 
which  Mr.  Hampden  was  chairman,  went 
through  the  bill,  and  directed  it  to  be  reported 
without  any  amendment ;  ^hich  being  done, 
the  House  ordered  it  to  be  read  tbe  third  time 
tbe  next  di^.  After  this  general  Stanhope 
moved,  and  it  was  ordered  accordingly.  That 
leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  disable  any 
person  from  being  chose  a  member  of,  or  sitting 
and  voting  in,  th^  Hotise  of  Commons,  who  has 
any  pension  during  pl^ai^ure,  or  for  any  number 
of  years, from  the  crown;    and  that  general 
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Stanhope,  Mr.  Craggs,  4nd  Mr.  BQScawen,  do 
prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  third  reading^ 
rfthe  Septennial  Bi//.]  April  26.  Two  Petitions 
against  the  said  bill,  one  firoui  the  borough  of 
Cnerdiffe,  the  other  from  Petersfield,  being  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  and  read,  were  oraered 
to  lie  upon  the  table.  After  ^iiich,  the  bill  was 
rend  a  third  time,  aiid  upon  Mr.  Hampden's 
motion,  tlie  question  was  put,  That  the  bill  do 
pass,  which  occubioned  a  debate  that  lasted 
about  two  hour^.  *      I'ho&e  who  spoke  against 

*  **  In  my  lust  I  could  only  give  you  an  ac- 
count that  the  Septennial  Bill  was  committed 
by  a  great  majority  ;  now  I  can  acquaint  you 
that  yesterday  it  past  the  House  of  Commons 
by  a  majority  of  above  two  lo  one.  The  chief 
cirguments  used  on  the  Whig  side,*  were  the 
present  situation  of  our  affairs,  an  enemy  at 
home  in  open  rebellion,  not  yet  quite  subdued, 
and  a  faction  at  home  tiiat  encouraged  riots  and 
tumults,  and  would  undoubtedly  lay  hold  of  the 
opportunity  that  a  new  election  offered  them 
to  stir  up  the  people  to  not  only  riots  but  even 
B  fresh  Kebellion,  that  the  Triennial  Act  never 
Answered  the  ends  at  firbt  proposed  by  it :  that 
jt  served  for  no  other  end,  but  to  keep  alive  our 
animosities  which  by  the  short  intervals  be- 
tween, elections  had  not  time  to  cool;  and  that 
it  debauched  tbe  common  people's  morals  and 
principles,  and  made  them  capable  of  the  worst 
impressions,  and  ruined  the  gentry,  who  by  the 
frequent  returns  of  elections  were  put  to  great 
cxpences,  and  become  slaves  to  tbe  populace  ; 
that  it  hindered  tbe  due  admin istratioi^  of  jus- 
tice, because  the  magistrates  durst  not  punish 
many  and  great  crimes,  if  committed  by  a  voter, 
Of  for  fear  of  disobliging  one,  and  that  at  the 
present  juncture  when  our  foreign  enefbies 
only  wanted  a  fit  opportunity  to  inv^ieas  anew, 
and  put  tlie  Pretender  again  upon  us,  we  ought 
to  be  upon  our  goard,  and  afford .  him  no  oc- 
casion. The  Tories  in  their  turn  harangued 
oit  tbe  topics  of  liberty,  and  said  that  frequent 
elections  were  the  safety  of  the  kingdom,  by 
placing  proper  checks  on  the  crown,  minister, 
and  even  the  House  of  Ckmimons  itself  {  that 
to  repeal  this  bill  was  in  effect  to  own  the  king 
.  could  not  trust.bis  people ;  besides  they  ar^gued  it 
y^BS  uniust  to  continue  themselves  for  anyfionger 
time  than  the  people  chose  them  for,  they 
must  then  be  esteemed  not  the  people's  but 
their  own  representatives,  and  what  laws  should 
be  made  by  them  after  the  time  expired  for 
which  they  were  elected,  must  be  null  and 
Told  :  this  doughty  argument  was  insisted  on 
by  almost  every  one,  but  particularly  by  sir 
lliomas  Hanmer  and  Lecbmere,  but  this  was 
,  both  laughed  at  and  refuted.  For  should  that 
argum<?nt  bold,  then  we  were  a  people  that 
bad  not  a  supreme  power,  and  so  could  neither 
nlake  or  repeal  any  laws  at  all,  besides  it  took 
from  OS  the  natural  laws  of  Klf  defence  and 
preservation  in  times  of  extreme  danger  :  for 
the  jame  power  that  made  that  law  must  lorel j 


tbe  bill  were  Mr.  Freeman,  Mr.  Httnga'ford,- 
Mr.  Wykes,  and  lord  Finch,  who  were  severally 
answered  by  sir  Richard  Steele,  Mr.  Boscawen, 
sir  William  Thompson,  Mr.  £rle,  Mr.  TufoeU, 
and  sir  John  Browniow.  Mr.  Freeman  and 
Mr.  Hungerl'ord  having,  among  other  things,  ia^ 
sisted,  that  no  satisfactory  answer  had  yet  been 
made,.eith^r  as  to  the  trust  reposed  in  the  Com- 
mons by  their  principals,  or  as  to  the  repeahog 
the  Triennial  act.    Now 

Mr.  TVfie//,  made  thereupon  the  foltowing 
speech  : 

Mr.  Speaker  ;-^I  think  the  only  question  be- 
fore us  is.  Whether  the  Triennial  act,  as  it  now 
stands,  or  as  it  is  proposed  to  be  altered  by  tto 
bill,  is  likely  to  conduce  most  to  the  benefit  of 
the  public  }  However,  since  in  this  debate  there 
has  been  a  good  deal  said  of  the  constitution 
of  parliaments,  I  roust  beg  leave  to  mention  a 
a  word  or  two  on   that  subject.     That  par- 
liaments were  anciently  to  be  held  annual}y,ap« 
pears  by  two  acts  made,  the  one  in  the  4tfa, 
the  other  in  the  Sdth  of  Edward  3.     Bnt  though 
the^  were  to  be  held  annually  oroftener  if  oc- 
casion should  be,  in  order  to  remedy  the  griev- 
ances of  the  people,  yet  I  cannot  find  that 
there  ever  was  any  time  limited  for  elections : 
But  as  the  crown  had  always  tbe  power  of  dis- 
solving, so  likewise  of  calling  a  parliament 
whenever  they  thought  fit.      There  was  indeed 
a  Triennial  act  roaide  in  the  16th  of  Obarlcs 
1,  *  To  prevent  the  inconveniences  whi<^  may 
<  arise  by  the  long  intermission  of  Parliaments  ; 
and  therefore  it  provided,  *  That  there  abonld 
'  be  a  session  once  in  three  years ;'  bot  by  no 
means  limited  any  time  for  the  duration  ofpar- 
liaments.    This  act  was  repealed  in  the  Idcb  of 
Charles  S,  because  there  were  some  provisions 
made  in  it,  which  were  looked  upon  as  a  dero- 
gation to  the  rights  of  the  crown.    I  believe  I 
may  venture  to  say,  the  first  restriction  which 


have  an  equal  power  of  repealing  it.  This  is 
the  sum  of  both  arguments,  but  in  the  debates 
on  this  subject,  a  good  deal  of  warmtb  was 
sbotvii  by  tbe  Tories,  and  Snell  so  affronted  the 
whole  Scotch  nation,  in  saying  that  no  woodei 
those  gentlemen  were  for  giving  up  our  Ubertiesj 
who  h^  given  up  those  of  their  own  toationj 
that  he  was  forced  to  explain  himself  and  ask 
pardon.  Lord  Finch  abused  both  parliamenl 
and  ministers,  that  this  bill  was  caleuhiteci  tc 
serve  the  avarice  of  a  few  persons ;  and  hetsmv 
ed  the  House  of  Commons  a  lick-spittle-p«r< 
liament  for  coming  into  it.  It  most  be  ownei 
the  Whigs  when  it  was  fir^  proposed,  did  'xio 
relish  it  at  all,  but  these  ailments  and  iH 
necessity  of  the  times  converted  them.  JL^ki 
it  is  now  evident  that  they  should  like  wha 
they  have  done  tbe  better,  because  there  ia  x»c 
a  Jacobite  who  does  not  rail  aloud  againsc  ii 
which  confesses  a  disappointment,  and  that  w 
have  broke  their  schemes.  Thus  I  have  ^ve 
you  as  full  aa  account  of  tbb  matter  as  I  ooo] 
m  a  letter."  Mr.  Moylc  to  Horace  WaJpol^ 
Coxe'eWalpole,  ^ 
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everlhe  orovni  lay  under,  as  to  theoeutuiimDce 
of  parliameiitSy  was  in  the  6th  of*  WiUiam  and 
Maiy.  Then  sprai^  op  the  TrieDoial  Uw^ 
whidi  1%  the  subject  of  our  present  debate ; 
and  which,  however  well  designed^  was  certainly 
ao  innovation,  until  then  anlieard  of.  So  that 
what  is  now  offered  in  this  bill,  is  only,  in  some 
meuore,  to  reinstate  the  crown  in  that  power 
Khicb  it  had  always  enjoyed.  And  I  cannot 
but  be  surprised,  that  those  gentlemen  who  have 
hitherto  boasted  themselves  to  be  the  zealous 
assertorsof  the  prerogative  oftbe  crown » should 
of  a  sudden  be  so  fond  of  a  law  which  undoubt* 
edly  is  a  very  great  dimmution  of  it.  I  hope  I 
shall  not  be  misunderstood,  ns  if  this  were  the 
mtty  reason  which  induces  me  to  approve  of 
the-present  bill.  No,  though  I  shall  always  have 
a  due' regard  to  the  prerogative,  yet  if  i  could 
imagine  that  thb  bill  would  prove  the  least  de- 
triment to  the  public,  the  least  imfringement 
of  the  liberties  of  my  fellow  subjects,  my  vote 
thoold  never  flatter  any  crown,  so  far,  as  to  re- 
me  such  a  prerogative. 

The  design  of  this  bill  is  only  to  enlarge  the 
time  for  the  continuance  of  parliaments,  by 
making  thcn^  Septennial  in»tead  of  Triennial. 
Of  the  law,  as  it  now  stands,^  we  have  already 
bad  the  eiperience  about  22  years;  and  what 
sdnmtage  have  we    gained^     Has    it    ever 
answer ed   one  single. end   for  which  it    was 
intended  f ,    On  the  contrary,  has  it  not  pro- 
duced the  noost  mischievoos  e£fects?    What 
endless  divisions  has  it  created  among  neigh- 
bours, friends,  nay,    the    nearest    relatione? 
How  has  it  ruined  gentlemen's  estates,  made 
them  not  only  beggars,  but  slaves  to  the  very 
meanest  of  the  people  ?    What  a  scene  of 
cnrraption.  has  it    every  where    introduced? 
How  has  it  debandied    the   morals    of   the 
nadon  I    Even  the  administration  of  provin- 
cial justice,  whidi  has  always  been  esteemed 
the  glory  of  our  constitution,   has  been  in- 
fected:   and  I  wish  the  infection  may  have 
reached  no  farther.    These  are  some  of  the 
foul  conse^qoences   we    have    already   expe- 
rienced by   this  Triennial    Law :    and    those 
alone,  in  my  humble  opinion,  would  be  suffi- 
cieot  reasons  for  the  alteration  of  it.    How- 
ever, let  us  consider  the  present  circumstances 
of  onr  affairs.    In  order  to  it,  let  us  a  little  look 
back  to  the  original  of  our  misfortunes:  and  are 
they  not  owing  to  that  unreasonable  cry  of 
the  danger  of  the  church,  under  the  specious 
pretence  of  supporting  the  church  of  Enc^latid, 
though  manifestly  in  fiivoor  of  that  of  Rome  ? 
That  unhappy  delusion,  which  has  been  so  in- 
duitrioosly,    so   maliciously    spread,    and    so 
fatally  indulged !     Let  us  consider  that  unna- 
ttiral,  unprovoked  rebellion,  which  has  so  lately 
ra^  among  us ;  and   that  Sullen,  groundless 
spirit  of  discimtent  which  still  lies  murmuring 
in  BO  many  traitorous  breasts.   'And  notwith- 
standing that  indiffnrence,  nay  contempt,  with 
which  I  hear  the  argument  of  our  alliances 
treated  by  some  gentlemen,  I  must  -own  I 
cannot  bm  think  there  ought  to- be  a  good  deal 
of  stress  laid  upon  it :  for  how  can  we  imagine^ 


that  any  forei^  powers  will  readily  enter  into 
any  treaties  with  us,'for  our  advantage,  without 
some  security  that  they  shall  be  made  effectual^ 
as  long  as  our  government  is  subject  to  such  a 
flnctuation,  and  as  it  were  Triennial  ?  Espe^ 
cially  if  it  be;  considered  in  how  shameful  and 
how  infamous  a  manner  the  grand  alliance  was 
broken ;'  the  faith  i}i  treaties  violated  ;  the 
credit  of  this  nation  sunk ;  its  interests  be- 
trayed  ;  our. ancient  and  best  allies  abandoned 
and  ill  treated;  new  ones  sought  for,  imd 
caressed,  with  no  other  design,  but  to  meJ^e  as 
a  more  easy  prey  to  the  Pretender?  Nay, have 
we  not  too  just  ground  to  suspect  that  this 
cause  has  all  along  been  underhand  supported  by 
these  very  allies,  the  old  inveterate  enemi^ 
of  our  constitution,  who  are  always  envious 
of  our  prosperity  and  only  wait  a  fair  oppor- 
tunity to  give^  us  fresh  disturbances?  And 
could  their  vigilance,  their  artful  management, 
and  their  treasure,  joined  with  the  unwearied 
endeavours  of  a  restless  laction  at  home, 
procure  an  election  in  their  favour,  what 
would  be  the  consequence,  but  to  unloose  the 
doors  of  your  prisons,  to  set  traitors  once 
more  at  the  head  of  your  affairs,  to  give  them 
an  opportunity  of  re-acting  their  former  un-  . 
finished  scenes  of  treachery,  to  make  yoo  a 
tributary  province  to  France,  and  for  ever 
complete  the  ruin  of  these  kingdoms?  To 
see  the  British  honour  thus  prostituted,  the 
Once  arbitress  of  Europe  thus  insulted;  these 
things,  I  say,  ought  to  raise  in  every  British 
breast  a  jost  resentment  of  the  injurit'S  of  his 
country  After  all,  1  am  sensible  there  have 
been  several  objections  made  against  this  bill, 
which  carry  an  air  of  popularity  with  them ; 
yet  which,  upon  examination,  must  appear  to 
be  of  no  real  weight.  I  shall  take  notice  ■  of 
hot  one  or  two  of  the  most  considerable,  lest 
I  should  trespass  too  fas  on  your  indulgence.  It 
is  said,  our  electors  chose  us  their  representatives 
but  lor  three  years,  and  that  we  cannot  prolong 
the  term  without  betirayiog  that  trust  which  they 
have  reposed  m.us.  In  .answer  to  which  I 
must  desire  gentlemen  to  consider  the  nature4>f 
the  writs  of  sumnaohs,  and  the  returns  to  them  t 
is  it  not  to  consult  '  de  rebus  arduis  regniK 
-and  that  they  should  have   <  plenam  et  suffi- 

*  cientem  potestatem  pro  se  et  comnuinitate 

<  comitatus  prmdicti,  et  prsBdictorum  civiuoi 

<  et  burgorum,  divisim  ab  ipsis,  ad  faciendum 

*  quod  de  communi  consilio  ordiuari  contigerit 

<  in  praemissis  :|Ita  quod  pro  defectu  hujusmodi 
'  potestatis  negotia  praedicta  infecta  non  re- 
'  maneant  ?*  Nay,  may  not  the  same  objection 
be  made  against  repealing  or  altering  any  law 
in  force  at  the  time  of  aa  election,  and  cooh 
sequently  defeat  the  very  end  for  which  a  par- 
liament is  chosen?  And  I  should  be  glad  to 
know  what  particular  authority  they  were  in- 
vested with,  who  made  the  Triennial  Law, 
which  was  certainly  a  great  alteration  of  the 
constitution  ?  There  is  another  thing  which  I 
find  is  very  much  insisted  on,  and  that  is,  sup- 
posing this  bill  were  reasonable,  yet  why  now  ? 
Mcaose^  it  is  now  there  is  the  most  occasion 
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casef  qf .  High  Tre«9oay  vere  to  liepomiucd  to 
spenk  to  loattera  of  fao(  M  w«ii  ««  poioU  of 
law. 

!%«  Jc/ /pr  ret^rotfiiiijf  **«  Kins  from  gtrin^ 
out  qf  the  Eiingdom,  repeated.']  Tne  kingliav- 
iog  resolved  to  visit  his  German  dominions ; 
and  l^y  the  Act  of  Settlement  his  majesty  being 
restrained  from  going  oat  of  the  kingdom,  with- 
ont  consent  of  partiament,  a  motion  was  made 
by  sir  5ohn  Cope,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Hamp- 
den, for  bringing  in  a  Bill  to  repeal  that  ciaose 
of  the  said  Act ;  which  bill  was  accord'mgly 
brought  in  nem,  con.  and  past  Into  a  law.  * 

Proceedings  respecting  the  unusual  Liberty 
allowed  to  Persons  committed  to  the  Cwiodif  rf 
the  Serjeant  at  Arms.]  May  31.  Mr.  CbolmUy 
reported  f|'om  the  committee,  who  were  ap-> 
pointed  by  the  House  of  Commons  lo  inquire 
mto  the  causes  of  the  unusual  lib^^  ibat  has. 
been  allowed  of  late  to  Portions  cooamdtted  to 
the  Custody  of  the  Serjeant  Ht  Anns  ;  whereby 
they  ha?e  had  upportunity  to  make  ^leir  ^ 
capes,  the  matter,  as  it  appeared  to  the  Com- 
mittee ;  which  he  read  in  bis  place,  and  after- 
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.  for  it.  Are  we  not  every  day  tbre^ened  with 
new  insurrections,  new  iavniions?  And  is  it 
npt  the  prospect  of  success  at  the  neit  elec- 
tion, however  ill-grounded,  which  still  keeps 
adive  the  spirit  of  Jacobitbm? 

No  wonder  then  there  are  such  cJamours 
raised  without  dours  against  this  bill,  by  the 
enemies  to  our  government,  ^as  well  knowing 
that  this  must  prove  its  .best  security ;  that 
it  effectually  defeat,  their  measures ;  that  it 
must  strike  at  the  very  foundation  of  all  their 
jpraiterous  designs;  and  for  ever  blast  the  Pre> 
tender^s  hopes  of  rekindling  the  flames  of  re- 
bNellioD.  In  short  I  am  so  entirely  convincefl 
not  only  of  the  teasonableness,  but.  of  the 
aluolute  necessity  of  this  bill,  in  order  to  put 
nn  end  to  our  unliappy  divisions,  to  stop  that 
raging  deluge  of  corruption  which  is  so  uniyer^ 
sijly  spread  throughout  the  whole  nation,  to 
make  the  crown  sit  easy  on  his  mtyesty's  head, 
«nd  perpetuate  the  protestaot  succession  in  his 
royal  family ;  and  at  the  same  time,  that  it  is 
no  wa^s  prejudicial  to  the  rights  and  liberties 
of  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain ;  that  bow  ill 
soever  a  recommendation  it  may  be  to  any 
filture  election,  if  I  can  have  but  the  pleasure 
to  see  my  country  secured,  to  seo  these  blessings 
fixed  upon  a  solid  and  lasting  foundation,  and  if 
I  can  have  bu:t  the  honour  to  contribute  the 
l4%st  share  towards  so  glorious  a  work,  mv 
aoabition  will  be  sufficiently  rewarded,  though 
I  should,  by  this  day's  vote,  for  ever  after  be 
.excluded  a  place  in  thi^  House. 

Lord  Guerrni^  hayin|  in  the  course  of  this 
debate,  asseited^  That  if  a  man  did  not  fiiU 
ioto  all  the  measures  of  the  ministry,  and  lap 
with  them  like  the  men  of  Gideon,  he  was  im- 
mediately brow-beaten. 

Mr.  Boscmoen  answered^  That  that  ho- 
nourable member  was  of  another  opinion  not 
many  weeks  before;  so  that  what  be  now  said 
must  proceed  either  from  resentment  or  disap- 
pointment. 

sat  John  Brpomlaw  said,  That  for  his.  own 
.  part,  he  neither  expected  nor  looked  for  a 
mace:  that  he  would  not  have  beta  for  this 
nil!  during  the  last  ministry,  beeause  he  was 
flbm  ikey  would  have  made  an  ill  use  of  it> 
bat  that  he  was  for  it  now,  beeause  ht  w«s  sa« 
lisfied  the  present  ministers  would  not  abuse  it. 

Upon  the  whole  matter  the  question  being 
pet,  That  the  bill  do  pass,  it  was  carried  in  the 
affirmative  by  364  votes  against  131 ;  and  Mr. 
Hampden  was  ordered  to  catry  the  bill  back  to 
Che  Lords. 


Bill  relating  to  High  Treason  throtim  out  by 
the  CammonsA  May  3.  The  Lords  having  sent 
down  to  the  Commons  a  bill,  iotitled,  '  An  act 
for  allowiog  of  counsel  to  all  persons  who  shall 
be  ^proceeded  against  in  parliament  for  any 
crimes  of  Treason,  or  Misprisioo  of  Treason  ;' 
to  which  they  ^esired  the  concurrence  of  the 
Commons,  the  said  Bill  was  read  the  first  time; 
and  after  some  debate^  the  question  bein^  put, 
that  it  be  read  a  second  time,  it  passed  m  the 
pegotive.    By  this  bill  counatl  for  pri»OAfni»  in 


**' Before  the  king  went  abroad,  he  naiie 
the  following  creations  and  promotions  :  Tbo- 
mas«  lord  Coningsby,  of  the  kingdom  of  Ire- 
lang,  baron  Coningsby,  of  Coningsby,  in  the 
county  of  Lincbln;  Sir  Sichard  Onslow,  boron 
Onslow,  of  Onslow,  ia  the  county  of  Salop ; 
Thomas  Newport,  baron  of  Torrington,  in 
the  county  of  Devon ;  William  Cadogon,  baron 
of  Reading,  in  the  couuty  of  Berks;  and  sir 
Robert  Marshom,  baron  of  Romoey,  in  the 
county  of  Rent ;  viscount  Castleton  in  Ireland, 
viscount  Castleton  in  England;  sir  Henry  St. 
John,  viscount  St.  John ;  Geoife,  lord  New* 
bunt,  ^^  Ireland,  lord  New  burg,  of  Anglesey, 
in  Wales ;  Mr.  Edgecombe  was  made  one  of 
the  lords  of  the  treasury;  Mr.  Methuen,  one 
of  his  majesty's  principal  secretaries  of  state ; 
and  Mr.  Hampden,  one  of  the  tellers  of  the 
exchequer.  Mr.  baron  Bury  was  declared 
lord  chief-baron  of  the  exchequer,  in  the  room 
of  sir  Samuel  Dodd."    Tindal. 

"  When  the  motion  was  made  by  sir  John 
Cope,  to  repeal  the  restricting  clause,  and  se- 
conded by  Hampden,  it  passed  unanimously, 
not  a  sin|;le  member,  amongst  many  who  were 
dissatisfi^  with  the  succession  of  the  lloaover 
line,  venturing  to  make  the  slightest  opposition 
to  the  repeal  of  a  clause,  whicn,  however  con- 
formable to  the  hopes  of  the  nation,  could  not 
but  be  considered  as  invidious  aiid  disgroceliil 
to  the  new  sovereign.  The  ministers  were 
often  obliged  to  make  tha  most  pressing  remon- 
strances, as  well  to  prevent  the  absence  oTthe 
king,  as  to  hasten  his  return ;  tliese  remon- 
stRioces  were  often  ineffectaal,  but  always  of- 
fensive ;  and  Wolpole,  duriug  the  course  of  his, 
administration,  lamented  on  evil  which  he  bad 
in  vain  attempted  to  remedy,  and  which  no- 
thing but  the  continuance  of  the  restraining 
clause,  or  an  ahMsolute  cession  of  th^  electoraOD 
could  have  prevoit;^''    Coxe's  Wolpok, 
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>-sfe»^dsdeKvertd  in  at  tl*elet>k't  tkhkt  Wbett 
b«  sfiRie  Wot  tHud  ;  and  istiftfuMows ;  viz. 

1*lMt  the  Commitiee  have  Examined  fterenU 
^i€«%«99eB  \  m^  iMi  tbe  fact  ae  foUowk;  m. 

**  Mf.  NicMm  Ryal  Baid,That  «ooo  after  the 
(-cv^uCion,  1688,  ba  «tM  a  4apiitf  to  Mr. 
rophaui,  thett  Serjeant  at  Anus  of  the  Boose 
»r  Omnmons ;  amt  so  oomiooed'tiU  tlie  time  of 
fcV3  ^eath ;  and  that  be  took  several  persons 
n^j^ca^fifdfAwki^  that  time:  that  Mr.  Top- 
lam  was  a  fioasekeeper  in  Bartlett's  buildings ; 
vf  lete  be  ke|>t  four  or  five  prisoners  m  *  atutody 
tt.  a  time;  nAd  in^hen  be h«d  not  cooife  wt  bosie, 
ie  used  tt)  »end  tbem  to  one  of  his  messeagefB 
:>ot]se9,  add  not  otberfHse ;  and  that  the  pri* 
ionersneVef' went  abroad  withoQtleu«  of  the 
10 use ,  exoept  in  the  case  of  two  maltmen, 
«^  lio  were  ^reet  dealers,  and  commiued  upon 
Lt»e  complaint  of  sir  WDKatoWhitlock^a  mem- 
ber of  tnis  house ;  and  then  the  Speaker,  upon 
tbeir  a^^plication  to  him,  gave  them  leave  to  go 
oat  aboat  their  business ;  hot  Rjal  ^Iwa^rs  went 
^i^-itfa  them,  and  tbey  returned  the  same  night  in 
oustodjr : 

^  Mr.  Rrrifeftbefsaid^ThatBirMin  Parsons, 

^•dermaaStort,  and  Mr.  Fane,  commissioners 

of  the  victualling,  being  ordered  into  custody  ; 

\ipon  their  petition  to  the  House  of  Commons^ 

l«ave  was  given  them  to  be  confined  at  their 

own  bouses,  which  were  within  the  hounds  of 

the  Vietualling-i^lce;  and  that  Rjal  lay  at'oae 

of  their  housed  eve>7  night,  imd,  everf  monHn|, 

reported  to  the  Serjeant,  "That  he  had  seen  bis 

prisoners :  and,  except  in  tbe  kistsnoes  above^ 

fneotioned,  he  knew  of  no  other  eniargesaent 

-to  the  confinement  of  any  Other  persons  in 

castody. 

"  Jbaniel  Kingham  said.  He  was  a  nessen* 
1^  in  the  Codvehtion  Parliament,  under  Mr. 
Topham;  who  Icept  his  prisoners  at  heme, 
wtd  never  bt  then  go  abroad  vtitbovt  «  mes- 
senger. 

■■  J6hn  HcUngihead  said^  That  he  was  a  me»- 
aeng^r  tinder  Mr.  Serjeant  Topbimi,  about  Sf 
years  a^,  wHetf  he  Hved  in  Bartlen's  Buildings : 
that  Mr.  Topham  used  to  ordfcr  Ins  prisoners 
ton  messeng^'s  house  ;  bat  does  not  know  he 
ever  gave  liberty  for  any  to  go  abroad  without 
a  messenger  to  attend  them  ;  and  cannot  re-- 
metiber,  that  Mr.  Topham  ever  Icept  any  pH« 
Sonets  at  bis  own  house,  in  liis  time,  excej^ 
Mr.  Grahme  and  Burton. 

^  3oh%  Coi  said,  He  was  a  Messenger  under 
t!«  late  Serjeant  Powel ;  and  that  Mr.  Mason, 
now  a  member  of  this  House,  was  committed 
to  his  custody ;  \voit  that  he  never  went  abroad 
witfiout  Cox  to  attend  htm."    ' 

That  Mr.  Seijeaat  Wiburgh,  being  examined 
by  the  said  Committee,  touching  the  .mauers 
■fawaaid,  gave  the  faikiwing  Answer;  vi&. 

*  «*'That  Mr.  tfm.  Waflor  was,  by  this  Hoiise, 
ordered  into  his  cifttody,  on  the  94th  of  May 
1714,  Tor  a  t)npac^  of  prifilege,  coonnht^d 
against  Edward  Vaughan,  esq.  and  the  said 
Waller  standin]^  out  in  Contempt  of  the  House, 
open  fresh  application;  he  wna  ordered  mco 


OHSlodj  the  two  soeeetding  sessions  of  parlia- 
ment; upoathv  Ustof  which  orders  he  suit- 
rendered  himself,  and  has  ever  since  been  in 
town  ready  to  appear  when  aent  ior ;  thoii^ 
h^  never  was  coooned  to  close  custody  1 

"That  Mr.  Walter  Price,  an  attoraey;  gave 
tbeSeijeanthisword  for  thesaid  WalieA  foiih- 
ooiftkig;  which  was  all  the  security  the  Se^eant 
had  ;  who  sent  three  several  times  iato  Walee 
to  take  him,  and  received,  for  oharges  and 
fees,  about  60/.  by  way  of  tonposition ;  of 
which  Ue  might  (jet  about  9QL  dear,  above 
charges,  as  he  believes : 

«*  That  Mr.  Robert  Parker  was,  uppn  the 
4th  of  April  1715,  ordered  into  custody  for 
a  breach  of  tbe  privilege,  against.Mr.  Cholmley; 
and  he  surrendered  inmself  into  custody  of 
Tho«  Gregory,  one  of  tbe  messengers;. who, 
bein^  a  poor  man,  and  no  housekeeper,  put 
him  mto  a  friend's  house  of  bis^  whose  namns 
the  Serjeant  never  knew ;  the  said  Gregory 
telling  bim.  That  his  prisoner  shook!  be  forth- 
coming  at  any  time,  upon  demand,  as  the 
housekeeper,  the  said  Gregory's  friend,  had 
promised  him  :  that  the  serjeant  received  hts 
caption  fee  of  3/.  61.  8</. ;  and  was  promised 
that  It  should  be  made  up  a  greater  sum,  when 
the  matter  was  over:  and  that  this  was  all 
the  security  he  had  firom  Parker;  who  isrpn 
away. 

"That  on  the  84th  of  May  1715,  Joseph 
Cakon  mayor  of  Hertford,  was  ordered  into 
custody  for  a  breach  c^pnvMege ;  but  the  Ser- 
jeant did  noc  send  for  hisn,  by  reason  that  Mr. 
CsBsar^  and  Mr  Gulston  promised,  that  he 
should  surrender  himself;  which  ho  accordingly 
did  in  two  or  three  days ;  and  that  he  never 
kept  him  in  custody ;  but  HolUngshead  tbe 
messenger  had  the  care  of  him  ;  though,  by 
the  Serjeant's  approbation,  Calton  was  not 
kept  in  custody  at  HoUingshead^s  house;  nor 
does*  he  know  where  he  was  kept  for  ten 
months  after  his  commitment;  but  that  Moikt 
one  of  his  messengers,  has  now  the  care  of  him; 
but-  knows  not  where  he  is  kept :  and  the  Ser- 
jeant said,  he  received  S^  guineas  upon  Cid- 
ton's  acoount;  and  believes  Holingstiead  hud 
10  guineas  ;  and  believes  that  the  money  was 
'Mr.  Cssar's;  but  gave  a  receipt  inCalton's 
name* 

"  Robert  Mofiet,  being  examined,  said,  he 
never  bad  Mr.  Calton  in  his  custody.  That 
the  Seijeant  being  asked,  what  was  become  of 
one  Bemngton,  a  printer,  ordered  into  ^oostody, 
the  IHof  July  1715;  he  said,  thatBerri^g- 
ton  surrendered  himself  soeti  after  liie  order, 
and  was  committed  to  the  care  of  Mofiet  the 
me^nger ;  bet  upon  Mr.  Gawen  Mason^s 
promising,  that  he  should  foe  forthcoming,  he 
gave*  him  bis  liberty;  and  does  not  know 
where  he  now  is :  That  he  received  HO  guineas 
of  Beiringtoa  ;  hwt  returned  two  guineas  back 
a^ain  by  reason  of  his  poverty :  M^fet  said,  the 
Serjeant  gave  Benrington  leave  to  go  borne :  and 
the  ^eiyeant  further  said,  That  he  was  no  house- 
keeper, end  never  kept  in  close  ooafmement 
any  p<««oiis  eommtCted- to hi» custody;^. 
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And  A  motien  Mngmadey  aod  the  qiieftkm 
Mng  proposed^  <<  That  Tho.  Wvberg,  Serjeant 
ttt  Arms,  attending  this  House,  haFing  by  tm- 
wanrant^ble  and  corrupt  pnctioeSy  pemuued 
divers  persons,  oonunitted  to  his  custody  for 
notorioos  contanpu  of  the  Prinleges  of  this 
H<Mse,  and  other  ^at  offences,  to  have  thcfir 
liberty,  and  dischui^ey  without  any  order  of  the 
Honse  for  such  discharge,  or  any  leaTo  from  the 
Speaker  for  sodi  liberty,'  hath  thereby  render- 
ed ineffiectual  the  just  censures  of  this  House, 
and  has  been  guilty  of  a  great  breach  of  trust  io 
the  eiecution  of  his  office.'* 
.  And  the  previous  question  being  put,  That 
Chat  question  be  now  put ;  it  was  resolved  in 
(heamrmative.  Then  the  main  question  being 
put ;  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of 
'  the  said  Report  be  adjourned  until  Tuesday,  the 
5th  of  June. . 

June  5.  The  House  proceeded  to  take  into 
further  consideration  the  Report  from  the  said 
committee.  ' 

A  Petition  of  Tbo.  Wiberg,  Sergeant  at  arms, 
was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read  ;  setting 
forth,  <*  That  the  Petitioner  is  most  heartily 
sorry  for  having  incurred  the  censure  of  this 
House,  for  having  unwarrantably  discharged 
some  prisoners,  committed  to  his  custody ;  and 
permitted  others  to  have  their  liberty,  without 
•ny  authority  for  that  purpose :  which  censure 
the  petitioner  doth  most  humbly  acknowledge 
to  M  just,  in  the  manner  your  honours  have 
been  pleased  to  pass  the  same;  and  in  mitigfi- 
tion  of  his  said  o£Eence,  humbly  begs  leave  to 
offer  to  your  honours,  That,  the  lenity,  which 
he  was  informed,  his  predecessors  had  used  to 
persons  ordered  into  their  custody,  led  him  into 
these  fatal  errors;  but  the  petitioner  humbly 
assures  your  honours,  that  tne  just  sense  lie 
now  hath  of  his  said  misbehaviour,  hath  wrought 
in  him  a  most  sincere  resolution  to  behave  him- 
self as  heougfit  for  the  future:  and  praying, 
That,  in  compassion  to  the  petitioner's  circum- 
stances, your  honours  will  forbear  any  further 
resentment  ag^nst  him :  and  humbly  begpns 
pardon ;  and  throws  himself  on  .the  mercy  and 
goodness  of  this  honourable  House**' — Ordered, 
That  the  said  Petitipn  do  he  upon  the  Uble* 

Ordered,  1.  <'  That  Mr. William  Waller,  who 
vras  committed  to  the  custody  of  theSeirjeant  at 
Arms  for  a  breach  of  the  priviieceof  this  House, 
committed  against  Edward  Vauf(han,  esq.  a 
member  of  this  House,  and  who  was  unduly 
discharged  out  of  custody  by  the  said  Serjeant, 
he  committed  a  prisoner  to  the  Gatehouse. 
%» Th4t  Joseph  Calton,  mayor  of  Hertford,  who 
.  Wat  committed  to  the  oustodjf  of  the  Serjeant  at 
Arms,  for  a  breach  of  the  privilege  of  this  Honse, 
in  making  an  undue  return  of  buiigesfesto  serve 
in  this  present  parliament  for  the  borough  of 
Hertford,  and  who  was  unduly  discharged  out 
of  custody  by  the  said  Serjeant,  be  committed 
a  prisoner  to  the  Oateh^se.  3.  ThafE.  Ber- 
riogton,  a  Popish  printer,  who  was  committed 
to  the  custody  of  the  Serjeant  at  Arms,  for 
printing  a  fafte^  tcandidoosi  and  tnuterons 


libel,  intitaled,  'Tba  Evening  Fsst^  Um 
Tuesdav,.  June  S8th,  toThondPf  JuoeSOtb) 
1715,'  highly  reflectiag  on  his  mi^y,  snd 
both  .Uouset  of  ParlMroent,  imd  who  wu 
unduly  discharged  out  of  custody  by  ihe 
said  Serjeant,  l^  committed  a  prisoner  to  tbt 
Gatehouse.  4.  That  Robtrt  Parker,  who  ws9 
committed  to  the  custody  of  the  Serjeant  at 
Arms,  for  a  breach  of  the  privilege  of  tbis 
House,  committed  against  Hi4hChohaly,fiq. 
a  member  of  this  House,  aod  wha  hasescsp^ 
out  of  custody,  be  committed  a  prisoner  to  the 
Gratehouse.  5.  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  issoe  his 
warrants  for  the  commitmentB  of  the  said  Wil- 
liam Waller,  Joseph  Calton,  £.  Berringtoo, 
and  Robert  Parker,  accordingly."* 

The  Commons*  Replication  ^to  the  Earl  of 
Strafford's  Aniwer."]  June  14.  A  message  was 
sent  from  the  Commons  to  the  Lords,  by  Mr. 
Aislabie  and  others :  with  a  Replication  to  the 
earl  of  Strafford's  Answer,  pat  in  to  the  Articles 
of  Impeachment  exhibited  against  him.  (Sec  p. 
346  ;)  w  hich  was  read  as  follows : 

"  The  Commons  have  coneidered  the  An- 
swer of  Thomas  earl  of  Strafford,  lo  the  Ar- 
ticles of  Impeachment  exhibited  against  hko 
by  the  knights,  ciuzens,  and  burgesses,  io  par- 
liament assembled  ;  and  do  aver  their  Cbar|e 
p^nit  the  said  TbomAS  earl  of  Strafibrd,  for 
high  crimes  and  misdemeanors,  to  be  true ; 
and  that  the  said  earl  is  guilty  of  all  and  sin- 
gular the  Articles  and  Charges  thereii>  respec- 
tively, contained,  in  such  manner  as  he  standi] 
impeached;  and  that  the  Commons  will  be 
ready  to  prove  their  charge  against  him,  atsocb 
convenient  time  as  shall  be  appointed  for  that 
purpose." 

After  Mr.  Aislabie  was  withdrawn,  his 
Lordship  complained  of  the  dilatorinees  of 
the  Commons  in  bringing  their  Impeachment 
to  an  issue ;  as  also  that  some  of  hi^  accusefi 
were  to  become  his'  judges  (meaniqg  the  lord 
Coningsby  and  sir  Richard  Oublow,  two  of  the 
Committee  of  Secrecy,  whose  patents  for  a 
peerage  were  at  that  time  passing}-  notwith- 
standing which,  he  said^  he  did  not  doubt  but 
to  make  his  innocency  appear. 

'  Protest  agakut  the  BUI  relating  to  the  For- 
feited Estates.]  June  39.  A  bill  from  the  Com- 
mons, intitled,  <<  An  act  for  appointing  Com- 
missioners to  enquire  of  the  Estates  of  cer- 
tain Traitors  and  of  Popish  Recusants,  and  of 
estates,  given  to  superstitious  uses,  in  order 
to  raise  money  out  of  them  severally  for  the  use 
of  the  public,'^  was  read  the  third  time  ;  and 
the  question  being  put.  That  the  Bill  do  pass,  it 
was  resolved  in  the  afl^rmative  by  44  voices 
against  19.  Whereupon  the  following  Lord^ 
entered  their  Protest. 


*  ''As  for  the  Serjeant  nt  Arms,  out  of  com^ 
passion  to  his  circumstances,  no  other  puni^h^ 
roent  was  passed^upon  him,tban  a  private  mtima^ 
tion  of  disposing  of  liis  place,  on  the  purchas^ 
of  which  he  hid  laid  ou(  most  of  bis  fbrtiui«.1 
Politi<^  IJUiten 
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1.  "  We  cocicel?*  there  js  no  neoeitiiy  of  this 
Jl,  becsuM^the  ordioary  foroit  of  4aw  wiH 
lag  an  Ahe  forfeuuree  of  |>eriQii8  aOauited 
to  thm  rxcbequer  much  toooer,  and  with 
»  expenoe  to  the  pobUc,  than  sriii  be  by  thb 

2.  **  This  BiU  tokes.  away  the  ettatee  of  per- 
05  though  ianocenr^  and  tubje^  them  to  te- 
re  peoalties  not  to  he  avoided  by  any  method 
^e»ble  to  reason  and  justice. 

5.  *«  It  Tests  aU  leases  for  yeari,  of  persons 
Uuiuedy  in  the  crown^  from  the  34th  of  June, 
[IS;  wheretts  by  law  such  leases  are  not  for- 
ited  hot  from  the  time  of  conviction ;  and 
lis  iiMij  overthrew  (he  estates  of  innocent  por^ 
lasers  or  mor(|(agees  of  ^ch  chattel  leases, 
ho  a»ay  liavs  bought  and  Jent  their  money 
ider  the  safe  protection  of  the  law. 
4.  **  Because,  by  tliis  bill,  all  debtors  are 
bilged  to  discover  the  debts  they  owe  to  any 
enoo,  to  the  commissioners,  by  the  24th  of 
[ovennber,  1716,  under  the  penalty  of  forfeii- 
i|r  double  the  debt,  in  case  the  creditor  happen 
>  be  sutaioted  at  any  time  befone  the  24th  ol 
une,  1718y  althoufih  before  the  24th  of  No- 
euibtf  1716,  he  be  neither  accused  nor  so 
inch  as  suspected ;  and,  we  conceive,  no  con- 
truction  can  be  made  of  that  clause,  ttom  any 
eemiog  inconsistency  in  it,  to  exempt  it  from 
be  absurdity  and  iqjustioe  enacted  by  it. 

5.  **  Because  any  argumenU  drawn  from 
iny  part  of  that  dapse,  to  make  the  rest  of  it 
ipod  sense,  were  they  just,  yet  we  cannot  agree 
o  enact  yjch  a  clause,  which  must  either  be 
lot  good  sense  or  unjust. 

6.  **  Because  every  person  who  has  any 
daim  to,  or  interest  in  any  other  man's  estate, 
nast  make  his  claim  before  the  commissioners, 
by  June  17 17,  or  else,  if  the  person  whose 
Mate  is  snbjea  to  such  claim,  happens  to  be 
stuined  bf  June,  1718,  -though  till  then  he 
be  nerer  aconsed  nor  suspected,  they  are  for 
srer  bamed ;  and  no  construction  was  endea- 
voured to  be  made  of  this  clause  to  excuse  it 
from  the,  absurdity  and  injustice  apparent  in  it. 

7.  **  The  ace  for  Irish  forfoicures,  being  u»ed 
u  a  precedent  for  this  biil«  we  conceive  if  that 
act  were  liable  to  the  objections  which  this 
hill  is,  by  having  in  it  the  like  clauses,  yet  that 
ttaoipcd  reason  for  the  passing  this;  for  if  that 
psrliament  did  a  wronf  and  injustice,  it  is  no 
sigttiiieat  for  this  parliament  to  do  the  same, 
^  in  process  of  time  repeated  precedents 
of  this  kmd  tnay  become  too  hard  for  reason 
asdjustjce. 

8.  "Because  the  general  words  in  this  bill 
"^3  pre  occasion  to  the  commissioners  to 
iT*^'  A|><1  tbe  judges  to  construe,  that  they 
bare  power  to  summon  peen,  eiamine  them 
opoa  oath,  and  commit  them  to  the  common 
po^  which  we  conceive,  was  contrary  to.  the 
^^  of  the  Uoose,  and  for  fiom  their  iaten- 
^wotoapteto. 

i  ^  because  this  bill  takes  awaf  the  power 
'jwo  bis  oMJestjr  of  doing  the  least  act  of 
^<7  to  a  starving  wife  and  childif  a  nut  of 
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the  forfiBSBd  estates,  escept  a  pmiiioD  for^ 
wives  snd  daughters  of  the  late  duke  of  Or. 
moode,  the  late  lord  Mar,  and  the  late  lord 
fioliogbroke. 

"(5gB«d)  Abingdon,  MoBgoy,Hay,  Tre- 
vor,  Comptoo,  Gower,  Strafford,  Mansell, 
Berkeley  of  Stratton,  Aytesford^  Joley, 
Bathurst,  Bruce."  . 

The  KingU  Speech  at  the  Cloi&  of  iU 
Swsicwi.]  Juue  26.  ITie  Kmg  went  to  the 
llouse  of  Peers,  and  the  Commons  attending, 
his  mi^esty  gave  the  royal  assent  to  severd 
public  and  private  BiHs;  after  wliich  the  Lord 
Chancellor  read  the  folio tviog  Speech  deli- 
vered into  his  hands  by  his  majesty  from  the 
throne; 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen; 
'*  I  cannot  put  an  end  to  this  session,  wirb^ 
out  expressing  to  you  my  satisfaction  in  the 
proceedings  of  this  parliament.    The  whole- 
some and  necessary  laws    vrhich  have  beeft 
passed   witti  so  much   steadiness,  resolution, 
and  unanimity,  will,  I  trust  in   God,  answer  ■ 
those  good   ends  which,    it  is  evident,  ytfa 
have  had  in  view,  \y<j  defeating  tlie  design^ 
and  reducing  the  spirit  of  our  enemies,  by 
encouraging    our  friends,     and    raising   tb4 
credit  and  reputation  of  the  nation  abroad 
to    such    a     degree,   as  that    I  may   rea^ 
sonably  expect  the  fruiti  of  a  settled  govern- 
ment; especially  being  supported  by  a  par^ 
liament  zealous  for  the    prosperity  of  their 
country,  and  the  protestant  interest  of  Europe 
'*  I  am  con6dent  my  conduct  bithertd,  in 
suppressing  the  rebellion  and  punishing  thos4 
concerned  in  it,  has  been  such  as  demonstrates^ 
that  I  desire  rather  to  lessen 'their  numbers  by 
redaimiog  them,  than  by  midLing  examples; 
but  I  am  sorry  to  find  that  the  numerous  in- 
stances of  mercy  which  I  have  sh^wn,  hive 
had  no  other  effect  than  to  encourage  the 
faction    of   the  Pretender,    to  renew    their 
insults  upon  my  authority,  and  the   laws  of 
the  kingdom,   and  even  to  a^Rect,  with   the 
greatest  insolence,  to  distinguish  themselves 
from  mv  good  and  foithful  subjects,  acting  with 
such  folly  and  madness,  as  if  they  intended  to 
convince  the  world  that  they  are  not  to  be 
reduced  to  quiet  and  submission  to  my  gsvero- 
ment,  by  such  gentle  methods  as  are  most 
agreeable  to  my  own  inclinations. 

'<  Gentlemen  of  the  Houle  of  Commons; 
*^  I  return  you,  in  particular,  my  thanks  for 
the  supplies  you  have  given ;  which,  although 
tbey  fall  short  of  the  sums  jou  found  necessary, 
and  have  voted  for  the  service  of  the  whole 
year;   jet,  by  the  encouragement  you  have  ^ 
given  to  make  them  effectual,  may,  I  hope,  be 
so  managed  as  to  carry  on  the  c^urrent  servics 
till  another  session  of  parliament. 
^'  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen ; 
.    '^  I  am  very  sensible  there  are  matten  of 
great  conseouence siill  depending  before  you; 
but  as  they  nave  hitherto  been  postponed,  oqt 
of  absolute  necessity,  by  ioteirvening  affairs  of 
amoreprsaMngnatarsaadnf  thtBioil  imsM- 
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iMte  €«n«ern  40  «ke  fwnoe  Md^  sM^M^r  of  ^ 
imdott,  1  «li<M«hc  ilie  teMMi  of  the  yetr  re^ 
«uireil  I*  slMHili ^fipr  jpoijfHaitlier  proceeding 
till  the  next  session,  rather  than  ^ou  thonkl  be 
lletmined  o^t  of  yuUr  fiMpectivie  cotratriet 
ioBger  «liao  eo«W  be  «cdnftiB(eDC  witli  jear  piJr- 
i^e  wiiceros*       *     « 

•<  I  cannot  doubt  but  that,  diinog  iUsl^cew, 
|0|i  wi)l  aU.  Vfte  f^i^  l^  eodeavonrs  u>  pre- 
actrte  xhe  peace  of  the  kin^otty  and  to  di»- 
coui^gp^dfluppresa  ati  numnirof  diaorderay 
jiua^  .as  .  tkti  mi  scenf  of  jt^  .^^^^  Rebf Jlion 
was  opifiied  %pd.  juijbered  in  by  tumiilu  and 
rioftf  so  you mair  he  ««sured,  upon.wfaat  pre- 
lei^oe  soever  thi^jf  hub  raise^i,  they  can  have  no 
other  tendency,  but  to  support  the  spirit  of.^a 
factiou,  restle^  and  uoyveaned  in  tb^Bir  endea- 
jroiprsto  ren^w  the  RebelUaO| /ind  to  subvert 
ibe  tdision,  Uws»and  Ji^^^iesof  thrircpiintry* 

**  I  Q4^n  to  make,  use  of  t^  Approaching 
^eeesy  to  visit  my  dominions  in  Gfrmany^  and 
to  provide  for  the  peace  and.  seourity  of  the 
^4ngdom^  dnring  my  absence,  by  cooatitutiiig 
ff^y  beloved  «oq,  the  priucs  pf  Wa]^s,guardianof 
Abe  fe»Im«  fmd  my  Ueu^fiai)t  iritfayu^  the  same." 

Then  the  Lord  Chanjcellor,  fxy  his  raweaty'* 
iCommandf  prorjogued  the  parliament  to  the  7  th 
day  of  4ng«)^»  >^^''  ^^^  ^  *!^  farther 
IMorogued  to  the  dO^  of  Febsuary,  1717.*   . 


^  <*  A  rising  of  pariiamlent  being  a  kind  of 
^cessation  fiaum  politic^  the  Free-bolder  cannot 
let  his  paper  drop  at  a  mone  proper  juncture. 
I  would  not  be  accessary  to  the  cootiituing 
/of  our  political  ferment^  when  occasions 
of  dispute  are  not  administered  ^0  us  by 
natters  depeodinc  before  the  legislature;  an^ 
whco  de^tes  wiuiout  doors  naturally  fall  with 
those  in  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament.  At 
ihe  sa«i^  time  a  B^tish  Freeholder  would 
very  ill  discharge  bis  pa^  if  he  did  not  fu:- 
Jcnawledge,  with  becoming  duty  and  grntitudc, 
the  evcellency  aiid  seasooableoeas  of  those 
law8|  hf  which  the  representatives  of  men  iu 
his  rank,  h^v^t  recovered  their  country  in  a 
great  measure  out  of  its  confusioni^  aiul  pro- 
vided for  its  future  peace  aad  haf^ness  under 
Jtbe  present  est^bUshmeot.  Their  unanimous 
i^d  regular  proceeding,  juader  the  conduct  of 
that  honpuraMa  person  mho  fills  their  chair, 
with  tlie'most  consummate  i^hilUies  mad  hath 
justly  gained  the  esteem  of  all  tides  by  the 
Impvtialitv  of  his  behnvioar;  the  absaj^ate 
necessity  of  some  Acts  which  Chey  have  passed, 
and  their  dis-inclioation  tu  extend  tliem  any 
longer  than  that  necessity  required;  their 
mauifest  aversion  to  enter  upon  schemes  which 
•  the  enemies'  of  our  peace  had  insinuated  to 
have  been  their  desi^rn ;  together  with  that 
tamper  so  suitahle  to  -die  dignity  Of  'such  an 
assembly,  at'  a  joncture  when  it  might  ha^e 
.been  expected  ttnrt  •very  imusual  Uetds  would 
%ave  arisen  in  a  Ho^se  of 'Commnns^  s6  zeafous 
;f>rt»ieir  krng  and  cottntry ;  will  be  Sufficient 
,'*to' qtyiet  those  grdund less  jealousies  and  sus- 
picions, wlrich  liave  been'  indostriouslv  propa- 
~|9tlim  fay  tteettlrwisimi  to  fmt  •onstitotion.^ 

Addiion'a  Freohokier 


PftiKctPAL  OccuamEKCES  puftf«o  T«c  Ri- 

dian  cf  the  BMfm^The  JTtfijr  g&n  eftrsed-^ 
Froeeedingt  in  tke-Km^t  Ahtenu    Sedition 
PajttriiP^  SUmh^CktMei  in  Ike  Minktry^ 
Tki  Kmg*€   refwm-^lDk    SmaOitk  JCakM 
leafd— Baron  GoriM   secMred.1     '« The  kio| 
haA  battooJoBt'cauta  ta<compmin  of  the  fresh 
intuks  of  Che  disaftoted,  ooiwitlistaAdtng  Ibe 
many  inslaaaes  of  hie  demenet.    For  on  the 
«9th  of  May  (king  Charles's  resto^atiod)  the 
JacolHte  and  Toryfisctieos  bad  distinguished 
themselves  liy  wearing  oaken  bobghs,  and  oa 
the  10t4i  ef  Jane,  tberretendeHiibmb  day^  bv 
wearing  white  rOser.    But  the  spirit  of  disaF* 
feetlon  tbewed  itself  no  where  mora  openly 
than  atK^xibrd.    On  tha  98th  of  May,  the 
kiog^  birth  day,  all  the  windows  that  were  il^^ 
luminated  there,  were  broken  to  pieces,  as  were 
all  th^  windowa  that  were  not  •iUominaced  die 
neiK  day,  being  the-  anniversary  of  the  restore* 
tibn.    To  preveat  the  ill  effects  of  this  dtsaf' 
fitotion,  ^idiiftrs  were  qttartered  there,  who,  as 
ehey  were  cheerfatiy  and  peaceably  ceiebratiag 
ifae  priiice  of  Wales^  hirth  day,  were  insoHed 
by  hoth  the  scholars  and  townsmen.    6tonca 
were  thrown^into  the  windows  of  the  Star- Inn, 
wfaer^  the  officers  and  some  loyal  gentlemeif 
were  met,  who  were  attacked  by  iha  disadftcted 
pflcrty,  when  they  came  oat  to  drink  tha  hing^ 
and  the  noyal  family's  health  at  the  bonfire. 
Provoked  hy  these  afroota,  the  soldiers  hrc4e 
the  windows  of  the  disaffected,  and  committed 
some  other  disorders.    When  the  Ytce-chan- 
eellor  and  the  mayor  sent  op  theh>  deposiciooi 
to  court,  they  took  no  notice  of  the  ioaohi  the 
offieen  and  ^diers  had  met  with,  hut  only  of 
what  the  soldiers  had  done  by  way  of  reprisals. 
As  this  affiiir  came  before  Ae  parKaraeat,  it 
will  he  mendaned -more  largely  hereafter. 

**  The.  king,  before  his  departure,  ajujolfited 
the  pdnceof  Wales  Cuardian  of  the  ftealm*  and 


**  *  The  eagerntiis  whidi  the  prinea  ex* 
pressed  to  ohtaki  the  tide  and  <'ffice  of  regent, 
augmeatied  the  disgust  of  the  king.  Cmisciof^ 
that  the  priiice%as  instigated  in  most  of  hifl 
proceedings  hy  the  tluke  of  Atgyle,  his  groom  oj 
the  st<»le,wh'(ise  fascinating  manners  and  apecioud 
address  had  gained  a  great  ascend sncy  over  rhj 
priaoe,  he  inaistad  00  Sie  dismission  oftliadake 
linger  these  itopressbna,  the  king  wastmwift 
iag  so  aatroat  bim  with  tlie  goverameot,  vrkh 
oat  joining  other  pertoiis  in  tlie  oomwnssioa 
aadwttlieatlimlthighik'mivkofjty  by  the  tnotf 
rigorous  restrictions.  •  With  a  view  nffqmniam  i 
regeaey  imd^  febbse  condhkms,  be  stsbrnkte^ 
his  witdMsythreajgh Vbe chaim^ of  Berfiailorf,  t^ 
the '  oauiioil«  Their  ^answer  60 '  this  subbed 
declared,  that,  '*  e«  a  tarefol  pemsU  of  precd 

<  d^nts,  finding  #» -instance  of  persons  h^'td 
^jointKl'in  oomttMiOn  wkh  the*uiincfc  of  tValej 
*  'and^few,  tf  any  reMrictsons,  -tfiey  were  *»f  opf| 

<  nion,  that  the  constant  tenuf  of  anaitrffn  pra<j 
^ticecOuJdliotconvehiMiily  b^  rete<ied  from 
Alttfou^  he  'reluotamly  sabmitled'  i^  eonaid 
to  Ihtf  p^hinetke*  fletathre^twn  of  idtaira^  j4 
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^  rfiike  ef  ¥«rl^  «i#  ifNMHf,  «Mt  «w^  ^f 
Iw^t,   WIBHI  K^l ClI  lb  pf4lMMI  Ern^BC^  "bhilioi)  €tf 

^tfMricty  ^«ifllD  made  MglM«)f -AietRrWA 
^  ^Nifctf  ef  D«¥oiishire  wtt»  iMiiidrpr»ich»at  tff 
^  oa^ncnly  aiuf  his  plac«  of  lbt&  ftewardof  tll^ 
w4i9l<l  w«B  ifhren  to  th6  <^li^  •f  K«M«.  Tte 
Ht  of  P<mkMtf  ^st'iHtfdeittttyqdii  of  TkbteM 
Hi    tkike  of  PofrtlMiMK   '  the«  iMPOtiMMfiom 

lki«  «r  Ar^l«,  ffrt<>  hi»  bro^^tt*  thir  ettl  6f  Iky, 
isnft*  T^tttov^t&  Pkyttl  aN  tllteii*  MAployiACMtS.^ 
bey  iMd  iMKb  dMi^^MM  thMMKw  b^ 
i^  ft»d  ttfid  ie^vieef  for  tte  goteraili^t ; 
MlUto'  Mfi|  bf(d  in  Boitti^  iscMiirte  pMbll 
tmm  kiCo  tMr  iMadtt-,  bj^^ilitedtg  dtem  av^the 
tfad  ofRffs  «nftfi#9'itt'  SieodwAd.  Th^oylmd  alt 
kfti^  ^rt>€M^ito  rti«  Houd^  ^f  LoHfer  dd*  tb«  tiomt 
ide  5  #n4  thVfAfioflv  th^f  ■  KnMVNl  wW  A* 
NjreAnmge.  'Wbtfev«r  migbtlkf  tb*  (^ate^ 
teir  poMrw«lredls]M>Md  of,  to  ikHew  th»i»twti0 
lO*  i^Mn' ^cy ^cifp€Ci!  uWiv  beifijg  rtsMfM*  Owtf* 
bI  Ct/fptm^r  WM  made  oomteadder  in  ^i^ 
ft^lbn5e%ki'9aonaiid,afid  t^ov^mor  ^  Mi' 
MiMa  tmtl  Pbit  Hahoii,  and' Che  diibe  of  Mock 
ft»«fr  wit^tti^metf-lord  clM  r«j|^ter  of  SeiM^ 
nd)  ib*  tke  roHHn  of  the  eaH  of  Itiy, 

<'  Ob' tRe  fthef  Jttlyi  the  fehstf  se« ovt*  fiDfl 
k,  Jwieir^  eook  #fliref  «t  i!be  To#ev  «i^  ai** 
it^y  abbttt  «#o  to  tbe  afteroodn  Mt  GiH¥eg^iid| 
ftto^  iMfr  ^MMit  mi  board  tlie  CttmiiM  ^dit. 
Ae  fM(i*AME!nd(!d^by  Mh*.  SfXfttut¥f  Scratbop^, 
llf.  Oi>tteKi*eu,  MMptlrolter  ^  the  bcittshotdj 
(b^Qfid(!k%'of  ^  ireefi  elotb^  Mid  oMst  of  bit 


€letfRia»  atinMteity  wb*  •vUdied^  ifr  'oCber 
5Mb». '  Imtita^tst'mtiA  they  met  91  *^&^ 
foniof  iMo'of  way,  coiauawibd  by  adminil 
^yhMtf^  aad'tbeyaM'^tMd^tbe.oom  of.Iiob> 
lantr  tbe  ^^tb  or  Jtilj  in*  tbc  tsmnnog,  A  boat 
ibei>  in  cbe  afterttooD,  ibe'iing  went  asbore,- 
Md*  y>a^ved  through  BMIIMM^  bteoghiro ;  hiy  al 
Vobm,  tbe  ewl  of  AWtHiWW'kV  seac^  am»  ai«> 
#ived  tte  HAo«^ertbe  15i!b  df  Jul^;'  omf  on 
fb«5KKh^  aec   out  for  P]^iii\Mit  tjcydtink  tb4 

^'TbekiiigwcA  abMMt  iat  montXjs,  dbHng 
iHlksb  vfae  lAtaatioil  w  aflbbi^iti  Great  Briuidtai'i, 
i^Maiiief^  moob  tbe '  tooM,  and  all  wai  at  last 
ae^ii^  arif  be  bad^  bharself  beeifprewnA 
Tbe  prince  (dbubdeM  b^^  lb  «rd^)  set  seteral 
pmoiiers  atlibetvyyand  repiiered  otbers;  Tb6 
passage  (rttm  Dbver  to  Calais  was  opeiietf,  end 
iHttspoftv  A(>^longet*  ^doii'ed  to  g|o  from  Eng^ 
HM&  to  J^rtfm^e.  Thtf  •  king^  eitettie«  ikffi^eted 
to  believe  a^d  give  oot^  tbat  lAetepreceedhig^ 
were  all  owing  to  tbepritfot^s  good  dispositioSi 
of'Wftieb  be  WotiM  Hwte^  shewn  tanaf  more 
pMMiftybad  iv  be^in  Hi^  power.  Thi^  wai 
diu'^ied  sd'far/tbat  Addi^«9se»  wera  prepaHn^sH 
Ottferd'smtf  GlmiocM^r^  ail#clcbbr  ptaoei^iso  btf 
pMseiitedt&t}iei>rUc«»t<)  extol  bis  wisdom  ijl 
tMradmiflistrition  of  afikin^,  add,  ill  bartiei^ 

^alf  p^ 


bi»  ilfRibitity  aad'gMcibtisDessio* 
withi>dt  distioetioii'  ef  partiesi^  ft  was 
perceived^  tbati^isiM^ttbted*a  reifeietioii  apoik 
tbe  kbig  and^bis'mimftti^,  and  tbereforeit  waV 
deela¥ed;  tbe  prittce  woold  receive^im  -Addresae^ 
i!btft^werc»  deC  directl;f  mad«  C6  (be  tbmde  * 


iofiea^efrfaw  title  of  icgtcic,  be  ttppMnted*  him 
OiiMdhtu  of  die  Reaha  andlieatCD&in^  an  o$- 

fonrttobiawti  in  £inglbiid>  smcvip.wsia  cMyei^  ^ , 

byEdWMMt  4»Uaok  prioce^    Coaefs  Wtih    wbicb  tbey  bear  at«  aH^Mdy' ^ent  de#i),  and 


polct. 

t^  ic»littofibed«keVpott<fliid«mpieyDaetttS! 

waiflMNle  pttMioCD  tfi»eflfetc>  G<l»«mor  and> 

temnander  in«bief,  of  all  bit  mejen/s  ibi«e« 

VaSDedoiwi  ;  t»ri»al  o$  tfaektaifs^miiei^;  lofd> 

KasMMMit  o¥^eb«  sbtre  of  I>amliaitofl ;   lord 

KeattaiM'of  die  comavy  4if  ^mt^*;  prt^y  eoviii- 

tdto»f  cutmiil  *«f  the  loyal  blue  negimem  of 

kirsir^  go^eradroFtbd  island  of  MklM«a^  jaf^ 

vemor  of  Poit-Maboo.  in  tbe  saidrklaad;  Sm 

fliiiftiiUli  eg  sbeHbHMJiambei,  ami  -gi^om*  of 

HM.st»l#ib'  ttm  priiioeef  Wnlee,-^  ddd  buigbt 

<Jf  tbe  gnner.    Wbether  be  wus  guverubr  of 

BMhiifbcasie  al  die  time  ofM  being  rbnv 

isdiilMd/iS  mdbidit;  btit  t»  fltt^beiets  to  be 

UdedtfpmMlmi  of  4000/.  fNtrmmwft^  gnmied' 

tnuiMl^  UA  ttytlie  kibg.    Bis  broUier  wsif 

HkMsif^Mefltfrd  ef  di»  jiistiieiai«^,  aat)  loitT 

«MHre|iS8»  ill  SeotlMKl.    tile  bereditary  gt)** 

nibiMntfi^  sbaiWMuiJiii,  te^  wbidi  tk«  duke 

Mtmid  pessm^ni^  SesidM^  tbey  ceold^  not 

^diM|vtd«elt(  tteldMr^xmMfdM  ekri  be  re^ 

•wt4  fiom  bir  pleee  in  die  jitftiol^ry  wbleb 

^'M'lbeM^fbe'jiidgiH'  M«ni>  uglbitd^ 

*JiMdins»  benM  ftfssmnt/  or  i%tbei$  for 

(^  9f  dMM^vreftnweMs^  po^h'  «"^  tc^&u 

tbdoktsiat  dispossemml'tfr  9ac$i*\  WHnMk  <  ^ 


*  **  Astodomesth:  siAdrs,  tbey  IXMMimdd 
Air  to*  aeqoa^Dt  you,  tbar  tbey  aft^  well  mfbrnied 
tbe  w4iole  bod  V  6f  tb«  Tori(%'  are  promotbi  g  A^d^* 
dressesfr^m'  all  partsto  tbe  iViflte,  die  beadir  of 


itMM  tbe  geDcrid  t<fifnovi^di  tb^d'  ff^ibe  to*  oovih 

E'ment  tbe  Prinee^dpon  biS'Begeney  dMd'upoiI 
sbewidff  bimself  di^p^sed  4^*  be  a  eemmotf 
ftther  roiiH%ie  people,  ib  spi^oftb*  aidfieef 
and  iD^mieiioB  of  sndb'as  migbt  in' war  ^ 
UeedDbed';  by  whiiib'i^is'  irftHided'  to  reffleetf 
on  bis  nUaj^sty^i  coodtiot^  and>st!igni«thie  satb  of 
bis  s^lrvdnts  bs  were  most  addve  in  oanjfiog  onf 
tbe  lat^  Wiir  a^sinst  Frabcie^  «iM  id  persuing 
tbe  meMsiif«fr  ibnnd  neeesMi^  9»  suppressing 
die  RebeUioo.  Tbey  dre  aissui^  dIdC  Sif  Mibf 
Paek«n(;|ton>bas  undiefrtibken  to  pfoctfref  sotb  aW 
Address  from  Woreceterdure,  and'  Mf.  Brem^ 
ley  another  from  WdrWick^bbib,  iddd^  tbat  dMT 
same  are  carrying  on  id  nest  of  the  ^eefetiff 
dMntfies ;  tbey  likewise  IMf  tbftt  s^ime  off  tb# 
disiceilt<fftttetf  Wbigsdi«e  ^ntercjit  id«d-  d^^n**' 
}«Cf,  eecodt^ed  by  tb<^  mt^  tff  Af^yAS  Mr; 
JLecbmere^dd  Mr.  Hampden,  and  tboagb  tbey 
make  no  di[mbtbnttba;ti4)<irmsrin  btody  of  thcf 
Wbigs  will  now  be  upon  tbeir  guard  and  oppdS# 
it  ifesign  of  snbb  pernitfi<]tos'  tendency,  yetf  tbey 
idd'Hlat  some'w^eU-^Heimidg  people  bav^*  beci^ 
abieddjr  idrd«^n<in  to  pMnfed^  dongtiftelatdif  ■d'* 
dresses  to  ti«e  pfinde.  My  Idtd  TifWdsMbif 
antf  Mr.  Me^nen  are  of  opin^if  tbaTtfass  is  tbd  • 
wMfrMef  die  Jaieobiicft'bBTt/^iiiAo/  iiM^ 
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Jacobkei ;  Bor  wen  thefdetciTtd  fiRMi<kclM«> 
lag  tbemtelves;  Sediti4>Uf  mnamm  wcrt  pretcfa^ 
ed,  and  libels  tttuiitt  the  goretaneat  «trt 
published.    Bj  tbete  mtaaa  a  9fmt  uiwmf 


f<  Tb<  piapws  and  tpetcbes  *of  tama  oftba 
rebelt  that  were  executed^  partioalarlj  of  Mr. 
BaJlaad  Mr.  Paal^aMde  great  impicfeioo  oo 
mw%  peaple.     1  heir  eMcmioci,    inetead  of 


It  laaoiTe^tljr  tendi  to  set  up  tlie  son  against  the 
jfatbcpr»  and  to  lajr  a  lasting  foandation  of  naea- 
joatn  and  distraction  among  those  who  artf  best 
aAheted  to  the  rojalftmiWs  however  they  think 
tbeoiseives  obliged  to  do.  his  rojal;  highness  the 
jostice  to  declare,  that  they  neither  hear,  nor 
can  perceiTe  by  any  observations  they  have  yet 
lean  able  to  make^  that  he  has  given  the  smal- 
Ijctt  eacottragemeot  to  these  Addresses.  Tha 
aolf  remadi  tbey  caD  foresee  for  this  and  other 
gfowiag  evitt  isy  what  I  had  thehononr  to  men- 
tion to  yon  in  my  last^  that  his  miyeav  should 
talKe  the  lesolution  of  coming  over  to  hold  the 
parliament^  and  that  it  should  be  known  im^ 
mediately  he  has  such  an  intention.*^  Coxe^s 
Walpole.  Correspondenoe  t  Stephen  Toyota 
to  Secxeterv  Stanhope. 

.  **  ^Bce  X  Otiybled  you  last,  you  had  an.  ac- 
count by  at>other  hand  of  the  ap^hensioos 
we  had  of  Addresses,  that  were  set  on  foot  in 
several  parts  o^the  kingdom,  which  vie  heard 
no  mor^  of  till  yesterday,  that  Giles  Erie  (the 
dfukeof  Aiigrle'sErli)  that  sold  t'other  day, 
brought  an  Addre^  to  Mr.  Methwyn  from 
Olouoestershire.  Tbl|  Address  isr  to  the  prince, 
and  contains^  nothingin  it  that  is  very  iiable  to 
0bieotion ;  but  MrJjErle  haviag  no  concern  in 
that  country,  Mr.  Methwyn  told  him,  if  any 
|entleman  that  was  thought  proper  to  deliver 
It,  should  desire  it  of  him,  he  would  not  refuse 
to  intfoduoe  him,  which  was  all  he  could  do. 
Mr.  Erie  then  left  the  Address  with  him,  but 
apon  second  thoughts  came  for  it  again  in  the 
aftentoon^and  said  he  woald -deliver  it  liimself. 
It  is  observable  though  there  is  nothing  very  ma^ 

'  terial  in  this  Address,  it  comes  from  the  county 
where  an  Address  of  another  spiric  was  refused ; 
and  it  seems,  since  they  could  not  have  such  a 
one  as  they  wished,  they  would  rather  have 
such  a  one  as  the  Whigs  would  siga,  and  could 
not  be  oljecled  to,  than  have  none  at  aU,  and 
Ihis,  is  certainly  meant  ns  a  forerunner  toothers 
that  are  ready  prepared,,  and  will  be  of  that 
stile  which  yon  yrere  before  acquainted  with. 
We  have  reason  to  believe  there  ;|re  some  more 
in  other  counties  ready  to  be  sent  up,  which 
may  be  in  themselves  not  very  significant,  but 
onl^  ii>  introduce  the  humour  of  addressing, 
which  when  begi^,  if  it  meets  with  encourago- 
l^ent,  you  may  difpend  upon  it,  will  be  followed 
in  such  a  manner,  as  to  compliment  the  prince 
at  the  expence  of  the  king  and  his  servants,  for 
this  waa  most  oertainly  the  first  design,  and  can 
be  of  no  other  use.  The  Tories  are  waiting  for 
the  event,  and  flatter  themselves  with  aa  small 
advantage  from  it.'' 

**  Sinoe  I  wrote  the  first  partxif  Uus»  the 
Glovcestershire  Address  has  been  delivered, 
which  his  highnesB  was  prevailed  upon  to  re» 
•eive  in  the  best  manner  that  could  be  wished. 

« He  told  Mr.  Erie  that  presented  if,  he  was 
aUifMl  ifa  the  ftntlemenior  their  jeal  and  at« 


and  rebellion  was  kept  op  among  the  dimrdirij 
rabble.  So  great  was  the  disinfection-  lo  thi 
govemBMnt  a|  Oxford,  that  soldiers  wem  jests' 
tered  there,  to  keep  the  scholars  and  iovbibwi 
within  bounds.  Nor  w«re  these  notoui  pn» 
ceedingp  confined  to  Enafand ;  Av  the  PreteBd- 
er'a  friends  at  Ediabuig^iiadljke  to  bavefiiii 
a  great  number  of  lorde  and  gentlemen  japd- 
soned  thare^  qn  account  o#  the  rebellion. 

^A  considerable  change  began  no#  tube 
made  in  the  ministry.  The  earl  of  Suadedsnd, 
who  had  gone  bevond  sea,  under  prelcaos  sf 
cravelliiwjor  his  health,  had  taken  tbeofipoo 
tanitjr  ofwaiting  upon  the  kiitf  at  UanovcM*' 
by  bis  intrigues  with  the  Uerman  Bunistcn 
there,  particularly  the  beroas  Bolbmar  wi 
Bernodorff^  and-  Monsieur  de  Robetboa,  ift» 
fused  a  jeakmsy  into  him  of  the  lord  Toa» 
shend  %nd  Mr.  Walpole;  so  that  onthe  llib 
of  December,  an  express  arrived  in  finglsml 
from  Hanover*  and  the  next  day  it  was  psh- 
Ucly  known,  that  lord  Tewnsheod  was  repovsd 
from  his  place  of  Secretary  of  State  Thitwsi 
however  softened  with  an  accouat^that  hit 
lordship  was  to  .be  advanced  to  the  jpost  of 
lord  lientenaat  of  Ireland;  the  duke  of  Gfaf> 
ton^  first  lord-justice  of  that  kingdom,  beisf 
appointed  eoionel  of  the  royal  regiment  m 
horse-guards,  lately  commanded  by  the  duke  si 
Ariyle;  and  the  earl  j(if  Galwuy,  the  odier 
lord«justice  of  Ireland,  being  to  enjoy  aa  ho- 
nourable pension  during  life.  Two  di^s  after, 
the  duke  oC  Roxburgh  was  made  secretary  sf 
state,  and  keeper  of  the  king's  signet  in  Scec* 
Uad.  .The  lord  Polewerth  was  appoialed  iord 
clerk  register  in  the  room  of  the  duke  of  Mon- 
trose^ who  was  made  keeper  of  the  (^eat  essf 
of  Sootkind.  The  duke  of  Kingston  was  ap- 
pointed keeper  of  tlie  privy  seal^  and  the  em 
of  Sunderland  sole  trassnrer  of  leehrndfof  IiIch 
In  this  disposition  things  remaitted  till:iha4iio9'« 
return ;  and  the  lord  Townsbend*s  removal  al^ 
footed  no  more  for  the  present  than  himwif  J 
ihougb  the  diviskms  in  the  miaistfy  mmwii  m 
reconcileable. 

«<  The  kiag,  having  finisbed  ^  hia  affiur^ 
abroad,  set  out  Iroai  Hanover  the  19tb  of  it* 


teatiQn,bntdesiredhe  wouU  let  them  knew 
that  it  was  more  agreeable  to  him  to  haveall 
thingn  of  this  nature  addressed  to  the  h^  II 
cost  'jonie  pains  to  bring  his  highnes|to  thi^ 
temper,  ai^d  will  be  a  great  diaappointaient  t^ 
the  managers  of  this  albir.  It  it  worthjsatiti 
that  Mr.  Lechmerewas.thepeamevfifthis  Adi 
dress,  v  Lord  Ibwasheod  gjw es  yoa  an  acoau^ 
of  this  in  his  public  dispatch^  aaSd  bege  .yoawi^ 
give  such  ji  turn  to  it  in  your  answer,,  as  maj 
please  and/encoarafsthepriaoainthiaiMtaaci 
of  hi^  duty  and  ftjud  to  the  kuif ."^  .  Caxr 
Walpole.  Correspondence  i  Robera  Walpd 
to  Seoralgry  Stanhofie* 
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r^  Hi  $.  lad  ill  teii4ajr»  baded  u  Hftr|BMe> 

«rbeiioeheprdGC«dedio  Londom 

Jc  was   eipteted  the  parliftment  woold 

I  ym— diateijr  laet^  but  tlieir  meeting  wm 

rat  off  lor  some  time,  on  account  of  a  snr- 

Kixifif -evefit.    On  the  99th  of  JuuMiryy  Mr. 

(Mrrsury  Stanho^  ooronunicated  to  the  privy* 

3MmcU,  the  iofonnationt  tbe  king  bed  received 

if  «  camfkucy,  wbieh  bad  for  tome  tine  been 

sarrMd  on  to  eicite  a  new  rebellion^  and  to  fo- 

umr  u  fbrtiinif  invasion.  iTbe  tame  night,  niiyor 

SaiUv  an  Irish  ot&cer,  who  wat  no  longer  in 

th«  service,  fuid  who,  that  very  eveauig,  had 

beea^  pteyingat  basset,  at  the  apanmenu  in  St. 

James's,  wasaetsed  at  bis  ledg^ogsi  and,  about 

twelve  o'clock,  lieuienant  colonel  Blakeneyi 

irith  m  detaduaent  of  the  loot-guards,  secored 

tbeiiQuse  of  eoont  Gylleoburg,  the- Swedish 

itsiderti.    Not  loog  after-major-general  Wade, 

attended  by  the  colonel,  went  and  knocked  at 

the  door  of  the  Si^cdisb  minister,  and  being 

admktedl,   found    him  making  up  some  dis- 

fiatcbes.    Having,  in  a  few  wonds,  made  him-  a 

cempHmeet,  and  acquaialed  bimwidi  bb  com- 

mismoA  tapttt  a  guard  opoo  his  person,  and  to 

secmf«  bis  papers,  he  kid  hold  on  such  as  were 

en  tim  taMe>  and  demanded  those  thatirere  in 

bisecratoire.  CountGyllenbttr|^s  surprise  raised 

in  bim  ao  ekCcaerdioary  •eoaetien,  which  made 

him  aspoetuUte  with  some  warmth  about  the 

kw  of  aattoBs  being  violated  in  has  person ; 

but,  havtoft  somewhat  recovered  his  temper, 

be  desired  leave  to  send  for  the  marquis  de 

MoDieleone,  the  Spanish  ambassador,  that  he 

might  ooomU  with  bim.  how  to  act  on  such  an 

occasion.  .  But  general  Wade,  having  positive 

orders  not  to  let  him  speak  with  any  person, 

could  not  grant  his  request.    On  the  other 

haad>  the  count's  lady  having  sefused  the  keys 

^f  the  acrutoire  upon  pretence  there  was  no 

thing  in  it  but  liiien  and  plate,  the  general 

caused  it  to  be  broke  open ;  and,  having  found 

iaita  Mat  many  pap^v,  he  sealed  them  all  up, 

and  left  a  itrong  guard  upon  the  resident.   Tbe 

saoie  morning  Ciiarles  Cesar,  formerly  treasurer 

4tf  the  narv,  and  member  of  parliament  for  the 

borough  of  Hertford ;  and  sir  Jacob  fiaacks, 

formeriy  member  of  parliament  for  Minehead, 

were  apprehended,  upon  suspicion  of  being  in 

^Qofoderacy  with  count  Oyllenburg. 

*^  There  were  several  conjectures  as  to  the 
msans  of  this  important  discovery.  Some  af- 
firmed, the  king  had  long  before  notice  of  the 
MgH  Irom  France ;  others,  that  the  discovery 
wss  owing  te  an  intercepted  letter  from  count 
GylleAbufg  to  the  lord  Uuffus,  prisoner  in  the 
Tower:  And  othei^  asserted,  the  lord  Dotfus 
soeidentally  revealed  the  conspiracy  to  an  £n|^« 
liih  lord,  iMLfollow  prisoner,  who  mscovered  it 
to  the  government,  and  thereby  merited  bis 
]Mrdon.  Be  this  as  it  will,  it  is  certain^  that 
the  kkt  and  his  ministers  bad  long  before  en- 
tsitaked  suspicions  of  the  connt's  clandestine 
ptadlMs;  vAatib  were  not  a  little  increased* 
upon  the  poblicalidtt  of  a  libel  about  Septem- 
ber in0|  aatitkd,  <  An  Eisglisb  If ercliant's 
*.ftimavkf  1900  aseandalott*  JacoUle  f^ptr 


'*  published  in  the  Post-Bov,  under  tbe.nanke 
*  of,  A  Memorial  presentee!  to  the  Chancery  of 
« Sweden^  by  the  resident  of  Great  Bri^a.^ 
Of  wbioh  libel  count  Gyllenburg  was  sosp«jted 
to  be  tbe  author,  as  afUrwards  appeared  1^  hii 
letters. 

''The  securing  the  person  and  papers  of 
a  public  minister,  being  an  afiairof  an  eatraor- 
dtnary  nature^  and  some  foreign  ministers  hav^ 
ing  eapressed  their  resentments  of  it  at  cour^ 
they  were  given  to  understand,  that  in  a  day  or 
two  they  should  be  acquainted  with  the  reasons 
for  proosedihg  against  the  Swedish  minister  ia 
such  a  manner.  .  Accordingly,  the  secretaries 
of  state,  Mr.  Smnhope  and  Mr.  Metliuen^ 
wrote  a  circular  letter  to  the  foreign  ministers 
of  their  respective  districts,  who  were  pret^ 
well  reconcded  to  the  proceedings  of  the  court ; 
onlV'the  marquis  de  Monteleoae^  tbe  Spanish 
ambassador,  said  in  his  answer  to  Mr.  Stan- 
hope :  *  That  he  was  sorry  no  other  way  couUI 
he  found  out,  for  preserving  the  peace  of  bb 
majesty's  dominions,  without  arresting  tbe  per* 
son  of  a  public  minister,  and  seizing  all  his 
papers,  wtucb  are  the  sacred  repositories  of 
tbe  secrets  of  bis  master;  and,  m  whatever 
manner  these  ^o  focts  may  seem  to  be  under* 
stood,  they  seem  very  sensibly  to  wotmd  the 
law  of  nations.' 

<'  Not  many  days  after  the  seizing  of  count 
Gyllenburg,  baron  Gorts,  minister  and  fo- 
vonrite  of  tbe  king  of  Sweden,  was  likewise 
secured  in  Gudderlandy  in  the  following  man* 
nep  Mr.  Leatbes,  tbe  Britbb  resident  at  tbe 
Hague,  received  the  king's  orders  to  desire  the 
regents  of  that  state  to  consent  to  the  seizing  of 
baron  Gortz,  with  his  two  secretaries,  Mf. 
Stambke  and  M.  Gustavns  Gyllenburg,  the 
baron  having  for  some  time  been  concern^  ia 
carrying  on  a  correspondence,  and  concerting 
measures  with  the  British  rebels  in  France,  and 
with  several  persons  in  England,  by  means  of 
count  Gyllenburg,  for  raising  a  rebellion  in 
England,  to  be  supported  by  a  foreign  forc^. 
Mr.  Leatbes  went  munediately  to  Amsterdam, 
anddbposedthe  magis^ntes  of  that  place  to 
consent  to  the  securing  of  baron  Gortz,  in  case 
be  should  come  thither  from  France :  and  re- 
turned back  to  the 'Hague.  Tbe  same  night 
baron  Gorts  arrived  there,  having  heard  at 
Calais,  of  count  Gyllenburg's  being  put  linder 
arrest,  which  prevented  his  going  over  to  Eng- 
land, as  he  intended.  He  mid,  on  the  18th  of 
February,  a  conference  with  the  imperial  mi* 
ster,  wherein  he  eitolled  the  incGnation  of  the 
king  of  Sweden  to  peace,  and  insisted  on  a  re- 
solution about  bis  last  propositions;  but,  the 
next  day^  be  set  out,  a  little  before  noon,  in  a 
pbst  chaise,  accompanied  by  seneral  Ponia* 
toweski,  having,  as  it  is  believed,  bad  some  no^ 
tice,  Chat  orders^  were  given  to  secure  him^ 
which  indeed  he  narrowly  escaped.  For,  upon 
Mr.  Leatbes  application,  the  council  of  the 
States  of  Holland  met,  and  passed  a  resolution 
for  seizing  the  baron  and  his  secretaries ;  but, 
before  it  could  be  executed,  the  baroo  and  M. 
'  Stambke  wert  gone  that  merniog  for  Amste^ 
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idtov;  Ar  fMf  of  hoftc  wur  ioiierttsvelV 
IMC  aftef  ilii  otker  fiw,  «nrf  Mr.  tomAlm  M- 
Io9h4  ibeil  ttf  ibMMirrfanft  Mid,  IWMiaiiig  wfact« 
l*«l»ti  Qnm  #MilMlKt^  berw«iitv  Mcomptflkid 
wiih  Che  proper  officers,  to  the  house  of  M. 
^eintav  a  S#tdiib^  ntatlbkit^  Mif  Mancfaechit ; 
btt*  Ch»  tarMi  ImnI' loft  k  tome  hoar«  bofbre. 
liowofof,  «  bos  ate  ftnmriy  in  «rhiob  were 
$mhe  hfgef  uJUm  ot  lettti*;  «imI,  MtforiMK 
timM  boing  ti««tf  wbidi  fragF  thv  bimm  luul 
lalM^  MMo  jwriOM  wofvditfeMhwIaf^  Mitf, 
«rb9Miiid bnn«ii# Mr.  SimbMlo  «9  ilEMil«elm> 
liy  tofv  of  tlte  aiaiiitcivtt*'  of  iImw  ^ote,  •• 
ikiy  won  iaUnff  ooiu^Ik  cm  go  oa  §mm  llionoe. 
Mr.  iiotlMi^  •  leutg  rttomod  to  tiw  Hugtiv, 
woitffi  oir  tho  doputkf  of  tlM  mvinw^  of 
OocMerititd,  fHM  ibougkc  it  lb  wmo  o  iotitr 
•o:ilw  BMtnMiof  Amhoiu^  ordlrriiic  tholtt 
t»  0OU8O  tbe^  baiOB'  mmI  M.  ScMilibo  «o  M^  lept 
ift  fffe  mmwtf!.  Our  this  otcHiiooy  nil  cImmk 
«|f  ehe  J^ity^  who  wero  tpplved^  M^  tntoreil 
nmlilf  iiiliii*ierooiimHbleiio»of  tlio  kkigVdo'' 
MooMI^  omI  gare  oH  the  ooriiciinoe  md  dispottols 

lta;«NI»00IM8llfHC  «idllbo   kDOMi^  fofM*  of 

fnwwuWuym  tbrn  coomiy  It  iv  obtortablV^ 
ftaot|  wbon^orod  Omqs  imm*  leiOM^  be'  owwitf 
fciiigilf  oop^btfte  ttofw  iber  i^joowr  of  Umt  nii> 
tended  Invasion  of  Great  Britain^  by*  tho  hing'of 
fcpiJiHy  ami  liMtt  bv  bod  aoiMll^  pravided  ten 
libiiMiid  onoi^oiid  otbor  noeossariei'  fbr  cbis 
fMi^kp«rV«iolngfbidiiolf  tef^oiooll  ufon  what 
kolnd^  dbov  MS  tbiB«  aflbb^  w  ibkikiiig  it  •«& 
Mdu<oty  (byfhoi  imowwii  of^bir  iMMte^  &i«)  « 
■lUooad  gtonoooeMH^fNTMr.''  ^ 


iSSCDNIT  ^EBStOK  or  tk*  FtPTB  t^A&» 
LUM£NT  ORORSibX  BRITAIN'^ 

Ifkr  t^fif^i  Svndi  cm  opening  the  JSissm&nJ] 
JM^rottfy  SO;  1717-  Thir  day  the  Kmg  came 
tb  tfte  mmfte  of  Peeis^  and  the  Cbdunons  being 
•ent^fbr  and  aitendingy  thr£.onl  Chancellor 
read  hirmidlBftt/s.  ftpecch  ao  fbUows : 
^  Iffy  Loitl»  and*  Oendeoien ; 

'^1  mm  m  hoper  that  Che  siiccesir  which  it 
geaiedA>d*ta  gite  as,  in  defeating  the  late 
Rebeiiionf,  might  haft  secured  to  the  natSoq, 
pewcfc,  ptentn  and  trmiitiillity. 

*^'Wj  eotfeavDurv  have  not  b^n  #atttSng; 
dbriog  your  rctesr,  to  itnprdte  the  bappf  pros^ 
pkcrvrfiicbwarin  view,  t>y  emering  into  such 
negotiations  m  f  jpd^  most  condtibive  to 
tlmie]^Dod'endr;'  and'it  is  «thU  pteasare  I  can 
stcnuainryou;  that  many  dd^cts  lO*  the*  Treaty 
of  ulrechr,  Which  ver;  neatly  aHWcted  chetmdli 
kad  even  the  security  of  thes^  kirMoms,  have 
Been  remedied  by  subse<pient  Convvntions; 
Chr  happy  consequences'  of  which  haver  dr^tdy 
tety.  sensibly  cppeafod  by  the  ■omisbing  con- 
dition of  otfr  thid^  and  ctetfft. 

*«  By  the  AtKanto  tateiy  etrndttded  witS 
IVanco  am)  the  States  OenerBt,  wfe  me  soon  to 
he  eased  of  all  future  abprebetisions  fh>m 
Xfcnkirk  and  KKutlykr ;   the  Pretender i»  toy 

■    *■'■■    aiaiMi— i^J^a^— ■■   ■  iiir  Mil 

'       «-TiiiM».      . 


tiMljf  mofod  kiifiiid  Iho  Al^f  hir 
are  depriaoA  of  all  h«p«»  of  sopffdVt  i 
tMmm»  feNi»>  thnmce^;  and  Cfvt*  tho*  smsiatiakc 
offhtftetanmartfiipiiMtodtoarM'eamr  mttH^ 
gemsy. 

^  If  seemed  i«aiolMbl«' luriBkpotx,' «lMt  »A 
»  tfkiwiiow  of  ■aifciw  at  h>im#andaUrtja^  JhwiM 
bate  recovered)  from  ebeir  ddiMoof  Aomslvdf 
our  sobfecm  as  bad  ontaippiiy  boMs ; 
bv  the  crk(k  and  wicktdoess  of  dm^oraw  i 
ili-desigaiog  nM«(  and  thereby  hmw 
me  (beopporsutitoy  whidi^I  desired^  9&fi 
inftbe  rtaMva^bentof  my  ifoolilwiioiiy  to  imxiiy; 
by  o^eniofE  this  sesstoii  wHb^  ah  Aor  of  Grvoe  j 
him  such  is  the  obetiaate  aadimmtOMKe.nRSiftot 
0tm  ftic«bi»  amongst  a^  that  it  baub  «gttf 
promptsd  them  t»  animat^mn*  sik'  «|>  teiigv 
powers^  to  disttvb  ctttf  p^aoe  of  tbc^  iuhM 
cmmrry:  tbi^vnll'cbooso  laiiter  tm  oMriM  ^n* 
laio  a  scene  of  blood  and  coafMoo,  sus#  w 
foaMro  mred  tiiopauiiig  thiakiagiiofli  — dera 
fbtvigw  yok«^  ilMt»  gkeeiver  tholrdMillf  *» 
ilga>  of  impofeiag  »  FapMi  FMeadwt 

**  I  have  orde««d  fo  ba  laid  betaa  yam  oo« 
pietfoliLmMn^wbiclitbmropimmt  biiwaewatiw 
iwvdiili  mkiisiera  on  chitf  oeuwioPi  wtUiM  om* 
ma  a»eefmito  aoootmc  olar  prd}oeted'fcmamuat 
imilf  pMMNieoagyMlfi  Horn'  ywir  iifiurtmitwi 
WHimn4  aibtuea  tomy  pwirandgowiPUMOUi^ 
chat  tov  wit  taaie  t»  mdk  iTiMadmnraywii 
omiino  mev  Vf  <^  Mmaiag  o^  Oodjiw  dalM 
all>tlmdesign»ofoarmietfiiiif  ■phmim: 

*  Oentlcnx^n  of  th«rHotise  of  CottTUMilil  t* 

^<  I  did' hope  ttre  puttinr  an  etid  to  tflrBue 
RIsbeHibn  woold'  haveao  far  seKHired^tto  petted 
and  tnmfiuiUity  of  the  nation,  that  Vmiflbt,  two* 
sistentl^  with  the  safety  of  my  oeopte;  hmve 
mad)!  a  coiiMdembte  r^uctimi  ot  the'fon;«s; 
hat  the  preparatioair  wbteh'  ane  makiti^^fhottr 
abroad'to  in^diefus,  obKge  me  to  asfc-  sm^Siip* 
pKeSy  ab  you  shall  Ind  absolotdy  necessmy  wf 
Che  dfef^ce  of  the  kins^m. 

<*  You  are  all  sen&ible  of  thefnsuppdrtMff 
weight  of  the  Iffational  DebtS}  whiclf  me  pnbfi^ 
became  engaged' for  from  the  necessity  oftto 
dmeft;  the  pressores  of  a  long  and  esfpemdvtf 
war,  add  the  languisliing  state  of pobRt:  credit: 
but  the  scene  beinu;  trow  su  hnppily  change«^  if 
no  tfew  distUfbaOces  shall  pbnge  us  ag^  int0 
streiglits  and  diflBcolHes,  thd  general  expetrtaw* 
tion  seems  to  reqaittr  of  you,  that  yMt  should 
turn  your  thoisghtfc  towatil^  some  metnbd  of 
ettriciiingyourselves,  byrtdttcing^by  dcgre«i; 
the  Debts  of  the  Nation; ' 

^  My  Lwrds  and  Oeoilemeo  '^ 

'^  Tkave  an  entire  confidence  in  yob,  andlmtli. 
therefore  nothing  to  ask,  but  that  you  would 
take  such  measures  a>  will  best  secure  your 
Roiigion  and  Lil>ertieB:  while  vou  preserve 
thutte  inestimable  blessing)^  t  sbtilf  sk  easy  and 
safe  oti  my  tbroaOi  haviug  no  other  view  bof 
the  happiness  and  pfosp^rity  of  my  peopte.*^ 

MownmsSweimm]*  The  Hiog  bang  wiili* 
dtmnvami  chat  (DAmamns  laMlwed'  tdrtbai^ 
Vhi9Kt$f  *JMv  ^poabofi-  iipmawk  bit  nm^itfy^ 
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^itethf  after  Mndh  'Mr.  Secretmry  Stanliope 
:qaamted  rfae  Hotne,  That  his  majestpr  had  i 
>iDfnmo<led  hiifi  to  lav  before  the  Hoti»e,  { 
Copies  of  liettert  which  patted  between  count 
Gvjleribarg,  the  baruns  Gortz,  Sparr,  and 
t>tfa<m9  re! aOQg  to  tlie  desi^  of  rabiite  a  Re- 
beliioM  in  his  majetty's  domrniont,  to  be  rap- 
ported  bj  a  force  from  Sweden ;"  which  he 
reaeatcd  to  the  Home  accordingljr,  mod  the 
ud  copies  were  read.  Tbej  are  too  volQmi7 
ons  lo  i)«  inserted  at  full  length  in  this  work ; 
re  shall  cherefiire  present  the  reader  with  the 
ytfowmg  ikfthful  Abstract  of  the  said  Letters ; 

The  Srst  Letter  is  from  baron  9parre,  to 
ount  6^Beubur|,  dated  at  Paris,  Seirtember 
15,  lT16;'iii  which  the  Baron  acquaints  the 
Amatf  **  That  three  days  before,  he  was  in - 
Srrned  that  he  [coOnt  Gyllenburgl  had  entered 
rpon  btisraesa  with  some  lords  en  the  chief  of 
he  Pretender's  party :  that,,  they  took  it  for 
*/9fd9/k,  he  was  authorised  W  do  so,  by  the 
m%  of  Swaden ;  and'»  m  a  word^  that  be  «fM 
Aclinedto  beliere.  That  his  Swedish  wiyeBty 
f  auld  fg^pofisa  tjbe  inieretts  of  that  prince,  in 
(he  fiiBt  o(a«p»''  adds  the  baran*  *'  I  wUl  leil  you 
that  I  aMl  be. charmed  wifth  it;  nud  thenf 
that  it  is  not  fipia  a  motive  ^curiosity,  tbat  X 
•sk,  wbetAi^  mk»t  I  have  beafd  be Uue;  but» 
that  I  nay  Qo^operMn  wiUi  you,  tktm^  ia- 
dirsctly.  |iU  I  Wvt?  ppMFers  lik^  jKWVs*  with 
which,  you  know»  m0fitip$  Mt^  U  proceed 
Tery  cautiously.  Do  roe  the  friendship  to  iei 
Aie  knowy  what  there  is  in  this  matter,  as  soon 
IS  possibte.  I  -flatter  myself  you  will  find  your 
account  in  it*.** 

The  next  is  a  letter  from  count  Oyllenburgh 
to  baron  GoitZy  dated  London,  $cpt:  t9, 0.  S, 

Oct.  9,  N.S.  ITltJi  which,  being  very  ma- 
tmal,  deeenres  to  be  inserted  at  lensth.    '<  In 

answer  to  your  excellence's  letter,*  says  the 

eouut,  **  of  the  Sid  past,  I  now  do  myself  the 

honour  to  acquaint  you,  that  etery  hoiy  here  is 

of  ophivm,   that  eithrr  France  is  extremely 

weak,  or  else,  that  the  regent  aimsAt  the  throne, 

and  is  denroos  to  purchase  it  of  King  Gpor^e, 

St  any  rate  ;  for  otherwise,  it  is  thooi^ht  impos- 

nblf,  tbat  France  could  condescend  to  make 

•0  ^nomiiiioos  a  sa^fice,  as  she  does,  of  a 

wofk  ^Mardykel  ^hich  cost  her  so  much,  and 

for  whicnthe  late  king  would  have  uadei^one 

%ten  jears  war.    People  go  so  ^r  here,  as  to 

hj  wagers,  that  the  young  king  of  Frahce  will 

he disoatched, k»efore  a  certain  time,  to  make 

room  mh\%  uncle.    But,  if  the  report,  which  is 

current  at  present,  proves  true,  that  the  young 

king  is  fallen  ill  of  the  small  pox,  it  is  very  pos- 

^hle«  that  Providence  may  confound  his  vast 

projects,  which  among  other  thingi,  tend  to  set 

^  the  court  of  Hanover  to  serve  France,  in  our 

Read,  as  a  balance  ac^ainsC  the  power  of  the  era- 

^cror:  and  it  w&swith  tliisview,  that  France  al- 
^^y  offered)  last  spring,  to  consent  to  guaranty 
•"  the  Hanoverians  the  possession  of  the  duchy 
of  Bremen.  If  the  emperor  considers  well  the 
^me,  at  which  France  takes  these  steps,  and 
«D^tid  Is  so  forward  to  answer  them,be  will  find 
^hitU|t»ikaDtiig#  orer  thi  Turks  hi»  begot 


a  Jealousv  hi  those  two  powers,  and  has  made 
them  bethink  themselves,  in  go^d  time,  of  se- 
curing one  another, mutually,  against  his  power, 
I  know  not  w^th  what  design  it  is  done  but 
the  ministry  at  present,  give  out,  that  the  peaca 
of  the  noitb  is  actually  in  agitation,  and  th4t  it 
will  be  concluded  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  king 
•f  Sweden.  My  friends  would  persuade  roe, 
that  this  is  done,  in  order  to  quiet  a  httle  the 
minds  of  those,  whose  eyes  my  paper  (Remarks 
of  an  English  Merdiant,  &c.)  has  opened.  Be 
that  as  it  wiN,  1  6an  assure  your  excellency, 
that  never  any  paper  met  with  a  more  general 
approbation;  and,  if  I  might  venture  to  give  my 
opmion,  I  should  think  it  would  not  be  ipapro- 
p^  to  cause  it  to  be  printed  in  French,  in. 
Dutch,  and  even  in  English,  at  the  H^iie; 
Tour  excellency  may  be  assured,  that  if  these 
gentlemen  here  make  any  gnsWer  to  it,  I  shall 
be  read^  to  baffle  them  mtirelj  tuid  th»J  tlu^re 
is  nothing  in  the  worid  I  should  ^o  tnucb  wish 
for.  Whether  they  do  this,  or  not,  1  intettd 
to 'have  several  pieces  ready  against  the  meet- 
ing of  the  parliament,  and  to  pub[i»h  them  bj 
auitle  at  a  time,  the  impatienct^  of  the  peuple 
li^e  not  suffering  them  to  read  Long  d«:ductiaiii ; 
And,  if  I  had  wherewithal  to  deimy  the  ei^ 
pence,  I  would  cause  some  of  them  to  be 
printed  immediately,  and  the  pnpert  to  be  con-* 
Veyed  into  such  places,  that  it  should  not  be  m 
the  power  of  this  court  to  huiHer  the  impres- 
sion. The  intimations,  which  Uiive  bv^n  made 
me,  terminate  in  bringing  in  the  Pretender  ; 
but,  as  I  cannot  enter  upon  thai  affair,  with- 
out an  express  order  from  the  hin;;,  my  mEi^t^rp 
I  have  avoided  coming  to  the  particulars.-— 
Ten  thousand  men  transported  hither  irom  , 
Sweden,  would  do  the  business :  and;  I  be- 
lieve, we  shall  not  be  at  a  loss  ft>r  money. — I 
send  you,  inclosed,  the  translation  of  the  Pa- 
per, "which  has  bef  n  published  here.**' 

BsLtdn  Gortz,  in  his  Answer,  dat^d  ^t  tha 
Hague,  Oct.  5-16, 1716,  is  of  opinion/^  That 
hitherto,  they  need  not  be  much  disturbed 
about  the  treaty  between  France  and  Great 
Britain ;"  and  adds,  '*  That  the  count's  printed 
piece  deserves  the  approbation*  it  meets  with : 
chat  hf  has  sent  it  to  the  king,  and  will  take' 
care  to  get  translations  of  it  into  other  lan- 
guages printed.  Ue  desires  to  know  the  ex-' 
pence  of  printio|g  the  other  pieces  of  the  coout'b 
composing :  cautions  him,  not  to  make  any 
mention,  in  his  letters  to  the  king,  nor  to  Ins 
correspondents  in  Sweden^  of  what  has  been 
insinuated  to  him  about  the  Pretender; 
but  that  in  the  mean  timc^  he  will  run  no 
risque,  in  acquainting  him  wlib  all  the 
particulars  on  that  head;  and  tlmt,  nbove  alt,  h 
will  be  necessary  to  make  him  clearly  uiider- 
sund,  how  ten  thousand  men  might  do  the 
business  ;  that  is  to  say,  what  seheine  has  been 
contrived,  and  what  motive  they  propose  to 
ofier,  to  induce  the  king  of  Sweden  to  enter  into 
this  affair.'' 

Count  GyHenhurg,  in.  his  Answer,  dated  at 
I/>ndon,  Oct.  19-33, 1716,  tells  baroii  Gorti, 
'<I  sayootbiiigtotha  aUianoa  lately  made  by 
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Fmnce.  Last  ^priag,  France  offcrtd  the  Han- 
overians their  guaranty  of  the  possession  of 
Bremen,  aiul  I  doubt  not,  but  they  hare  now 
done  it.  How  do  we  know,  but  this,  ma/  pro- 
duce good  dispositions  at  Vienna  towards  os? 
It  wos  in  jest  only,  that  count  Volkra  totd  M. 
Petkum,  ttiat  bis  master  would,  enter  into  that 
alliance.  I  am  very  gM,  that  my  pamphlet 
meets  with  your  excellency's  approbation.  I 
assure  yon,  that  to  print  the  pieces,  that  will  be 
necessary,  will  cost  me,  at  least,  sixty  pounds. '' 
Printers  must  be  bribed  to  it,  for  they  run 
great risques  in  printing  any  thing  tbat.dis* 
]rfeases  thegoYernment:  but  I  will  keep  an 
«xact  account  of  every  penny.  I  would  begin 
with  our  Treaty,  and  make  short  remarks  upon 
it.  Afterwards,  I  will  print  extracts  from  the 
custom  house,  to  showtne  little  necessity  there 
it  of  the  trade  to  Petersburgb  and  Rtg^,  es- 
peciiJly  this  year.  Then  I>  will  come  to  the 
Hanover  declaration  df  war,  and  will  examine 
it,  if  it  be  necessary.  After  that  I  will  nroceed 
to  every  one  of  our  eoemiesT  and  I  doubt  not, 
but  to  undeceive  the  nation.'* 

To  this  letter  count  Gyllenbuig  subjoins  this 
remarkable  postscript :  *'  Your  excellency  will 
bave  seen  by  my  last  to  M.  de  Mullern,  what 
Ihave  written  upon  the  subject  iq  question. 
Tou  will  be  pleased  to  send,  or  keep  hack  that 
letter,jast  as  you  shall  judge  convenient.  Bow- 
ever,  i  beg  you  would  be  pleased  to  inform  roe 
vrhidi  yon  do.  There  is  no  medium  t  either 
Bremen,  or  the  I^noverians,  must  be  sacri- 
ficed. The  latter  is  not  so  difficult,  considering 
the  .general  discontent.  Ten  thousand  men 
would  bie  sufficient.  The  male-contenu  require 
but  1^  body  of  regular  troops  to  which  they  may 
join  themselves.  That  body,  being  transported 
in  the  month  of  March,  when  the  easterly 
winds  reign,  and  when  it  will  not  in  the  least  be 
dreamt  on^  will  cause  a  general  revolt.  We 
must  also  have  arms  for  between  15  and 
S0,000  men;  and  as  many  accoutrements  as 
oan  be  eot ;  for,  as  to  horses,  we  shall  have  them 
here.  Your  excellency  may  easily  judge  of 
what  advanta^  this  will  be  to  the  king ;  and  in 
my  poor  opinion,  we  have  no  other  course  to 
tgke,  unless  we  are  willing  to  give  up  every 
tiling.  My  friends  are  not  in  town,  but  I  shall 
neak.  with  them  some  day  next  week :  and 
uen  your  excellency  may  expect  their  scheme : 
in  the  mean  time,  I  should  be  of  opinion,  that 
if  the  business  could  be  done,  without  making 
use  of  a  |reat  many  English,  there  would  be 
the  less  nsque  run  ;  for  I  do  not  know,  whether 
I  ought  to  touch  upon  what  the  king  must 
'  have  further :  for  although  they  will  endeavour 
to  do  everylthing  that  I  ask,  yet,  as  it  must  be 
by  a  contributioo  raised  amongst  a  great  many, 
it  may  happen,  that  there  may  be  a  Iklse  bro- 
ther. Our  men  once  landed,  I  aiiswer  for  the 
rest.  In  the  meantime,!  beg^you  would  remember 
what  1  had  the  honoar  to  write  to  you,  last 
•ummer,  concerning  one  N  .  Nobody 

knows  t^  sea  and  the  coasts  better  than  he, 
and  he  is  a  brave  and  honest  man.  In  short 
i(  will  be  a  gbrious  en(erpri«e|  which  will  put 


fen  end  to  all  our  mi^foitnnefl^  bf  ruhnng  thoM 
who  are  tlie  authors  of  them.  As  to  what  I 
have  to  say  of  the  time,  the  so6ner  the  better, 
after  the  trade  of  Gottenburg  is  ended,  or  be* 
fore  it  begins.** 

The  next  Letter  is  from  count  GyUenborg, 
to  his  brother  Gu^tavus  Gylleoburg,  see^etaiy 
to  baron  de  Gortz,  dated  af  London,  October' 
16-87,  1716 ;  in  which  the  postscript  to  baroa 
Gortz,  b  only  material,  which  is  as  foUowi : 
"  I  have  since  spoken  with  two  of  the  princi- 
pals, who  have  assured  me,  that  there  shaU  be 
60,000/.  sterling,  ready,  as  soon  as  I  shall  sbew 
them  a  line  from  the  king,  with  assurances 
under  his  own  hand,  that  he  will  assist  thSm. 
As  for  the  scheme,  I  shall  have  it  vritbin  a  few 
days.  Oi\e  of  them,  who  is  the  chief  promoter 
ofthisaffiiir,  assured  me,  that  we  bad  nothing 
to  apprehend  from  the  Regent  on  this  occa- 
sion.^ 

By  a  Letter  dated  at  tlie  Hague,  Novembers, 
1716,  M.  Gustavus  Gyllenbmf  acquaints  bis 
brother  the  count,  that  he  has  given  baron 
Gortt his  letter  of  the  16-97th  ofOctober,to 
read,  as  well  as  the  note  therein  inclosed ;  to 
which  he  made  him  the  fellowiog  answer :  ^  It 
is  my  repeated  advice,  to  forbear  speaking  any 
at  all  of  money  ;  but  to  hear  people  only,  so  as 
to  learn  cleariy  what  they  are  able  and  dif« 
posed  to  do,  and  to  acquaint  me  with  it,  with- 
out opening  yourself  to  them.*' 

The  next  Letter  is  from  count  Gyllenburg  to 
baron  Gortx,  dated  at  London^  November  4, 
17 16, as  follows;  ^*  In  answer  to  what  yoor 
your  excellency  has  done  me  the  honour  to  write 
to  me  io  the  postscript  to  your  letter  of  tbe 
16- 27th  past,  I  grant  there  will  be  no  harm  in 
hearing  tne  insinuations  of  this  court,  if  they 
were  made  not  only  without  mv  promiaiog  to 
make  report. of  them  to  his  majesty,  but  also 
my  giving  tliem  ho^es  of  his  majesty's  being  re* 
solved  to  be  reconciled  to  the  Hanoverians,  am^ 
to  sacrifice  firemen  to  them  for  somcTequiva^ 
lent  on  tbe  part  of  the  czar.  But  as,  without 
that,  they  t%ill  make  no  overtures,  for  fear  we 
should  make  use  of  them  to  incr^se  still  morf 
the  diftirust,  which  is  between  the  northern  at 
lies,  nhd  so  make  an  advantage  of  thena  ;  it  ii 
not  in  my  power,  to  get  any  thing  jparticuU^ 
out  of  them  ;  nor  am  I  able  to  say  ofwbat  ser^ 
vice  to  us  their  assistance  .against  the  cxar  wouki 
be  ;  but  if  I  were  to  guess  by  their  disooursei 
who  have  been  talking  with  me  about  it,  ai 
from  thf^mselves,  though  I  easily  perceived  ij 
A  a§  by  order  of  the  ininisters,  I  should  bet 
lieve,  that,  if  tbe  preliminary  concerning  Bre' 
men  was  settled,  tlie  English  ministers  Mould  b< 
very  well  pleased  to  retrieve  the  Talsestcp  thej 
have  made,  by  talking  loudly  of  the  dete«i8iv< 
treaty  between  us,  and  by  penuading  the  nf^ 
tiou  to  give  us  the  succours  thereii)  stipulatec^ 
either  in  money  or  ships.  I  should  tancy  «1m 
that  we  might  come  to  an  agreement  iu  tela 
tion  to  «»h4t  they  ought  to  help  us  to  take  fioq 
tbe  czar,  by  way  ofreprizal  for  our  loases  ii 
Germany,    Qa  the  other  hand,  mod  if  «e  d] 
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which  is  18  foUovft :  <<  Od  Toetdaj  last  armed 
here  a  letter  from  baroD  Sparre,  imporciog^ 
that  h^  had  hopes  of  succeeding  in  his  solicita- 
tion^ to  have  Mr.  Leiich  seot  to  the  king.  In 
his  letter  was  inclosed  one  from  the  duke  of 
Ormond  to  baron  Gortz^in  which  tW  duke  say  v 
that  the  king  bis  master  had  ordered  him  to  let 
him  {Gortz]  know,  tibac  he  expects  sliorti/  » 
supply  of  money ;  that  lie  will  then  remit  sutj 
thousand  pounds  sterlinjf  to  his  Swedish  majes^ 
tjy  leaving  the  disposal  of  it  to  him;  and  that  he 
b^  him  to  look  «pon  this  as  an  earnest  of  hit 
good  will  to  him.  The  bearer  of  thiis letter  added, 
that: the  remittances  might  be  made  either 
to  — ,  or  to  — .  M.  Sparre  has  since  'told  the 
baron,  in  confidence,  of  the  men  of  war  that 
we  have  brought  in  France,  ivhich  will  be  readjr 
and  deliver^.  And  that  we  are  soliciting  tht 
court  of  France  to  send  a  person  to  the  cxar,  to 
make  advantage  of  the  pacific  disposition  he  it 
now^  in.  But  a^  this  solicitation  meeu  with 
man  J  obstacles,  and  that,  besides,  France  does 
not  appear H>ver  forward  to  do  any  thing  for 
us,  unless  it  be  in  concert  with  England.  M. 
Sparre  takes  notice^that  my  lord  Mar  has» 
couain-german,  named  Erskine,  with  the  csar, 
who  is  physician  and  privy-counsel)or  to  that 
prince;  which favoufite  has  wrote  letters  to  my 
lord  Mar,  ^viog  a  very  particular  account ^<n 
the  cxac,  viz.  Tluit  the  czar  will  not  attempt 
any  thing  more  against  the  king  of  Sweden  ; 
that  he  has  fallen  out  with  his  allies; 
that  he  can  never  be  friends  with  kmg 
George;  that  he  hates. him  mortally;  that 
he  is  S6|isible  of  the  just  cause  of  the  Pretender  ; 
that  he  wishes  for  nothing  more  than  a  con* 
juncture,  in  which  he  may  be  able  to  restore 
him  to  bis  dombions ;  that  the  csar,  having  the 
advantage  wholly  on  his  side,  cannot  make  the 
first  step  ;  .but,  if  the  kiog  would  make,  the' 
least  advance,  there  would  be  very  soon  an  ao* 
commodation  between  them.  The  Pretender 
has  sent  to  desirejMifon  Sparre  to  procure  him 
leave  to  retire  to  Stockholm.  M.  Sparre  hat 
returned. answer,  that,  as  this  would  be  the 
same  thing  as  declaring  war.  by  soui^id  oJT 
trumpet,  it  would  absoUiuly  spoil  the  butinea* 
io  hand." 


jiotsobqul  to  then,  your  excellency  may  be 
assiMd,  that,  as  well  to  justify  their  past  ao- 
tioos,as  to  force  us  to  a  compliance^  they  will 
jprefsil  apoo  the  mercenary  parliament,  which 
they  have  at  present,  to  lake  vigorous  resolu- 
tions, and  even  to  declare  war  against  us.  Tliis 
ii  what  we  must  expect.  The  English  minis- 
(f js^do  not  mince  the  matter;  and  they  have 
already  made  it  appear,  that  they  will  stick  at 
oothipg.  They  are  all  furious  jpersons.  Sun- 
deriaadtwho  is^  in  a  manner,  at  the  head  ol  af- 
&rs,  and  who  has  got  all  the  interest  he  has 
»ith  the  king  of  England,  by  having  consented 
tswkat  has  bran  done  against  us  (being  besides 
our  enemy)  is  at  present  at  Hanof  er,  to  take  his 
iostnictiqos  from  the  Germans,  and  your  exce^ 
les^may  depend  upon  it,  he  will  execute  them 
with  all  the  boldness  [Effi-onteriel  imaginable. 
Yasr  eicellency  will  therefore  And,  we  ought 
u>  iDske  use  of  this  opportunity  to  ^ter  into 
measures  against  pepple,  who  certainly  will  not 
do  things  by  halves.  We  must  either  ruin  them, 
or  be  undone  oorselves,  that  is,  if  it  be  in  tbeir 
poirer  to  bring  it  to  pass. 

"Postscript.  My  friends  are  now  in  town. 
Ad  express,  which  came  to  them  yesterday 
ftotti  the  pretender,  wijl  put  them  ia  a  better 
coDditiou  for  forming  a  plan.  To  day  they  are 
gotog  about  it.  There  are  only  five  or  six  of 
the  most  considerable  persons  consulted.  They 
woold  know,  in  case  we  agree,  whether  the 
mooey  must  be  paid  here  or  elsewhere,  or  if  it 
most  be  sent  over  to  Sweden.  Ttiey  have  also 
isked  me,~if  we  had  any  occasion  for  sea- 
oicers,  for  then  they  could  furnish  us  with 
loodones," 

In  another  Letter,  at  London,  November  IS, 
171d,couDr  Gyllenbur|  made  good  his  promise 
tobarOB  Gort2,  about  giving  bira  his  sentiments 
about  the  business  contained  io  the  baron'syost 
pwtscript.  "  The  sum  thereof  says  the  co^nt 
"  is  what  I  have  already  hinted,  that  we  must  de- 
termiDeone  wa/  or  other,  and  that  very  speedily. 
Wehave  not,,in  my  hiimble  opioion,  any  tiine  to 
W  in  consaltations.  If  we  do  nottake  advan- 
tafe  of  their  present  animosity,  it  will  cool ;  for 
tbecourtjhat  is  to  say,  the  prince's  party,  does 
aflthat  is  possible  to  gain  them.  With  the 
Q05t  considerable,  it  would  perhaps  be  necesary 
to  p  on  roundly.  They  run  the  hazard  of  their 
^  sod  fortunes  in  declaring  themselves,  so 
that  they  will  not  speak  but  upon  good  security. 
Aod  ss^  the  people  of  the  seoond  rank,  be- 
adei  that  it  would  perhaps  be  dangerous  so 
■acfa  as  to  hearken  to  their,  proposals,  these 
proposals  of  tben^  are  of  so  little  consequence^ 
ttd  so  confused,  that  we  sbould  not  be  able 
^  them  to  form  any  idea  of  thre  affah*.  I 
AoaldCkewise  be  of  opinion,  that,  till  I  receive 
Ml  orders  ^om  vour  excellvncjr,  the  safest 
^«il  be  to  avoid  all  conversatioms  of  that 
Si- 
lk^ lestl  Letter  is  from  M.  GustavQs  Gyl- 
Miiffco  the  cdttbt  his  brother,  dated  at  the 
MwMfoiwiiiher  XU  1716.  tht  substance  of 

VMrvn. 


In  this  Letter,  M.  Gustavus  Gyllenbuvg  its* 
closed  the  copy  of  another  Letter,  from  baro« 
Gortz  to  baron  Sparre,  dati^  November  13^ 
1716,  as  fi)llows  :  ^  I  still  look  upon  the 
sending  Mr.  Lencb  as  very  uncertain,  because, 
I  am  persuaded,  that  France  will  not  t^ke  any 
step,  that  may  give  the  least  suspkion,  or  by 
which  they  may  disgust  England^  before  they 
have  finished  the  treaty  of  alliance,  that  is  now 
depending.  Yet  methiaks  they  might  venture 
to  intimate  to  the  court  of  England,  that  they 
have  a  mind  to  send  a^person  to  the  king,  to 
sound  his  majestjf's  iatentions  more  thoroughly 
touching  a  reconciliation,  and  in  order  to  qua- 
lify themselves  the  better  ta  do  good  offices^ 
As  to  the  a6Ssir  of  £ii^laii.d  and  the  duke  of 
Ormond 's  Letter  to  me,  of  which  you  have 
sent  me  a  copy,  I  caanQt  forbear  uUing  yon 
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franklj,  Sir,  tet,  if  my  ichMne  upon  it  be 
not  approved  aiid  complied  with,  I  caooot 
^nter  at  all  into  that  affair.  It  is  upon  the 
fbundiition  of  my  scheme,  that  I  hare  actually 
opened  the  matter  b>  the  king  ;  and  it  woold 
ht  dirtctly  to  spoil  aU  to  make  me  depart  fh>m 
h.  Any  reasonable  man  will  easily  compre- 
hend the  impossibility,  in  thb  ctte,  of  settling 
*  treaty  in  form.  Doubtless  it  would  be  ronning 
too  great  a  hasard  on  both  sides,  to  depend 
hpon  its  being  kept  secret.  The  bes^  way  is, 
to  prepare  on  each  side  the  materials  necessary 
for  the  work  before  us.  When  all  b  ready  for 
ciectttion,  it  will  then  be  time  epough  to  make 
treaties,  if  it  be  judged  reouisite.  I  do  not 
know,  eren  whether  it  would  be  right  to  do 
what  b  desired  under  the  natbe  of  lendinc  as- 
sistance ;  and  I  am  very  much  incKned  to  think, 
that  ft  would  be  better  to  avow  openly  our 
tmn  interest,  and  the  concern  we  have  fiir 
taamtaining  the  English  hberties.  Tour  friends 
tnnst  place  so  much  confidence  in  us,  as  to 
Ihmtsh  OS  with  what  we  want,  to  put  ourselves 
into  a  condition  of  becoming  osefol  to  them. 
Thk  sum  required  is  not  ciorbieant «  800,000 
crowns  may  satisfy  us  at  present,  for  we  want 
nothing  but  to  augment  our  naval  force  at 
C^ttenburg.  I  do  not  see  what  hazards  your 
friends  can  run  in  thb.  I  will  give  them  suffi- 
tient  security ;  and,  from  the  humour  all  the 
brorld  knows  flie  king  to  be  of,  they  may  very 
•afehrcondttde,  tliat  if  hb  majesty  should  not 
be  able  to  satisQr  this  loan  by  a  real  assbtance, 
he  Vo«ild  do  «n  he  poieibiT  could  to  reimburse 
out  friends ;  the  rather,  because  bis  majesty 
>rould  ndt  hate  it  knows,  that  lie  bad  touched 
tiny  Tubdey  for  Inch  a  purpose  as  this  b  lent. 
These  gentlemen  might,  however,  the  more  to 
engage  the  king^H  affection,  give  their  offer  tlie 
Jurn  ezprl»sH  in  my  scheUie  :  thdugh,  for  my 
triirt,  I  will  not  accept  it,  on  ilny  conditions, 
mt  mav  dbdnguish  it  from  a  c6maaon  loan. 
But  alldepctods  upon  thtir  determining  speedily, 
%nd  beginning  foithwith,  by  fhinisbio^  the 
,800,e00crbwos  firthe  men  «f  war,  without 
which  they  must  not  flatter  themselves,  diat 
luiy  thing  can  be  done*  I  am  dpon  the  scent 
•f  getting  a  fourth  hundred  thousand  even  in 
England.  France  cannot  r^ptoach  us  with  this 
ugreement,  while  no  treaty  or  convention  can 
%«  produced  to  prove  it.  What  I  said  above, 
of  the  caurioos  behaviour  of  the  court  of  France 
towards  En^and,  is  no  doubt  applicable  like^ 
^te  to  the  negotiating  of  an  accommodation 
with  thectar.  It  b  probable,  the  court  of 
jpltince  wfuld  not  proceed  in  a  negotiation  of 
that  kind,  but  by  concert  with  England  ;  and 
yop  ^in  grant  me,  that  this  woold  not  by  any 
tneans  suit  our  interest.  Thb  reflection  lea  Js 
'  ttie  into  an  opinion,  that  the  canal  of  France  is 
inot  at  present  the  most  commodious  for  us. 
It  may  suffice  therefore  to  have  ofiered  to  make 
use  of  that  canal  without  pressing  the  matter 
lather.  Nor  can  M.  Lench  be  the  manager 
of  this  negotiation.  For  goini;  to,  and  coming 
Irom  Sweden,  at  the  season  of  the  year  we  are 
lUiir  iifj  requires  time ;  and^  if  we  oome  to  any 


agreamei^  with  the  czar,  wt  ought  to  copdrie 
H  within  three  months  at  the  rtty  ftrtbeat.  Tkt 
canal  of  mt  lord  Mar  seemsto  bealfte  bioos- 
venient  tM  impracticable,  because  of  the  length 
of  tilne,  which  that  circulation  of  cormpoMl- 
ence  would  unavoidably  take  up.  Tet  I  i^biwi 
but  think,  that,  by  the  canal  of  the  -&voorite 
physician,  the  good  dbpositioiis  of  the  caar 
might  be  improved,  if  they  ape  indeed  ftuch  as 
have  been  represented.  If  the  csar  comes 
hither,  and  one  can  get  a  private  convaiaaiioa 
with  the  favourite,-  ^e  might  certainly  cmrrj 
things  on  far,  supposing,  as  I  said,  that  wfaatdbe 
favourite  has  written  m  well  founded,  is  the 
mean  while  I  am  contriving  some  other  way. 
If  we  fix  upon  a  |iroject,  that  b  in  any  toierabit 
degree  prombing,.  I  shall  not  be  withheld  by  the 
difficuhies  and  hardships  of  the  Toyage  Bnm 
being  the  bearer  of  it  myself.  If  in  the  acan 
time  your  friends  would  enter  into  my  acheme, 
I  should  be  the  more  sure  of  bringing  the  kb^ 
to  a  thorough  good  liking  of  their  buaniesi. 
But  I  will  not  venture  to  contey  any  thoig  of 
thb  to  hb  majesty,  otherwise  than  by  word  of 
mouth.  It  is  satisfaction  enough  to  me  to  know 
originally,  that  1  am  m  no  danger  of  giving  of. 
fence  to  Sweden  by  the  part  I  take  upon  me  to 
act  in  this  affair.  The  fanc;^  of  the  Pretender^s 
retiring  to  Stockholm  surprises  me  :  It  would 
be  blazing  abroad  our  secret  intelligenoe  by 
sound  of  trumpet.'' 

On  the  14-98  of  November,  iri6,  baron 
Gortz  wrote  from  the  Hague  the  following 
Letter  to  count  Gyllenburg :  ^  I  told  you  in 
my  letter  of  Friday,  that  I  deferred  anewermg 
yours  of  the  13th/ which  I  am  now  going  to  do. 
You  say,  Sir,  that  as  to  the  afiair  you  are  preased 
about,  it  would  be  necessary  to  go  roundly  to 
work  with  the  principals.  I  am  intirely  of  the 
same  opinioo.  The  busineu  then  is  to  apeak 
plainly.  I  believe.  Sir,  it  will  be  thougltt  %  soA 
ficient  proof  of  our  franknesS|  to'  declare  aa  yoa 
may  do,  that  nothing  is  more  natural,  nor  more 
sweet,  than  to  revenge  an  a£Bront  one  has  le- 
ceived  ;  but  that  in  point  of  prudence,  h  ougbl 
to  be  maturely  considered,  whether  the  passKKi 
of  revenge  can  produce  the  desired  effipct.  If 
your  people  do  but  make  the  least  reflectioo 
upon  thb  role,  th^  will  undoubtedly  perceive^ 
that  it  b  intirely  their  business  to  make  the 
success  of  the  enterprize,  which  they  desire^ 
appear  probable  to  us.  After  that,  it  will  be 
likewise  proper,  that  they  should  help  m  in 
settling  the  necessary  points,  that  is,  that  they 
should  assist  us  ^  with  mooev.  As  I  ms  no 
risque  with  you^  Sir,  I  make  no  scruple  of 
telUng  you  in  confidence,  thst  the  husiaeas  ia 
hand  has  for  some  time  been  part  of  my  cor- 
respondence with  ambassador  Sparre:  Ihe 
principal  members  of  the  present  coort  of 
Avignon,  offer  on  the  part  of  their  master 
60,000(  sterling,  to  engage  the  king's  ailiratkm, 
I  remonstrated  thereupon,  that  the  delicacy  of 
the  conjuncture  ouf^t  to  caution  «a  agaiast 
dosing  ^00  hastily  with  thb  ofler,  but  thM  1 
proposed  to  treat  updn^ie  fe«6  of  •  4 
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with  tkm  kiiig't  loU  power  ca  negotiate  moMjr 
fior  hit  Buu€8ty*s  tervioei,  I  miickc  a^x^pt  it, 
gifinf  tbem  astoranoef  on  tbe  kiag's  R>^^  ^<>f 
fepaflfveat ;  that,  if  at  the  same  tiine  they 
would  coammiucate  to  me  a  plai|  of  tbe  priu- 
cipal  a£Gur,  I  would  not  fiul  to  tend  it  to  the 
Uag  I  and  that,  in  case  bis  mi^estjr  tboold  be 
aowiAing  to  tnttr  into  tbe  design  in  qoettioo, 
be  would  at  ieatt  pic^ua  biniself  upon  taking 
caMi  that  the  tuai,  which  I  should  have  borrow* 
ad  in  his  oame,  should  be  punctuallj  dischaned; 
so  ^lat  the  lenders  would  run  no  nsque  of  l£eir 
mooey^  butthaty  on  the  contrary,  they  would 
have  pot  it  out  to  a  good  ad? antage,  and  tliat, 
in  short,  ^  ofier  being  made  upon  the  foot 
belbremeotioned,  without  stipulating  any  othef 
caaditioM  than  baioff  reimbursed,  the  king 
jpigbt  .  ha  more  emctualiy  wrought  upon 
by  that  mfo^  of  their  good  will,  than  by 
directly  soliciting  tbe  suQCoors  they  desire.  1 
added  to  all  these  intimetions,  that,  in  case 
the  kiag  relished  the  prefect  of  a  Revolution 
to  be  brought  about  in  England,  it  ought 
perfaapa  do  better  to  gi?a  this  enterprise  tbe 
turn  of  its  being  intended  to  revenge  the  uo* 
worthy  proceedings  of  the  kings  of  Engbnd, 
and  to  oiaiotain  tlie  English  liberties.  You 
have  herewith,  Sir,  the  copy  of  a  pecuniary 
coBtraot,  which  I  have  just  now  settled  with 
some  private  persons  in  this  country.  You 
will  find  by  it,  that  there  is  n  considerable 
advantage  to  be  made,  which  it  was  necessary 
10  allow  to  strangers,  isiace  nobody  in  Sweden 
had  courage  enough  for  it.  If  your  people  bad 
a  miad  to  eogsge  ia  it,  abstractedly  from  the 
graad  albir,  1  would  admit  them  forthwith  as 
Niras  the  sum  of  SOO/XM)  crowns.  The  king^s 
printed  patent,  whereof yoa  have  herewith  a, 
copy,  sumciently  secures  every  individual  per- 
foo  (com  all  frauds  with  regard  to  the  States 
boads,  open  which  the  money  i$  advanced.  But 
they  mua  determine  speedily,  or  li^  aside  all 
hopes,  as  I  have  just  now  observed  to.am- 
besRador  Sparre,  in  a  postscript,  which  I  oom- 
manicate  to  you.  If  the  tbinji  be  taken  upon 
the  foot  beforementionad,  it  m^  go  oo  ;  hot 
otherwiie  nothing  can  be  done.  In  a  word, 
we  must  have  money,  and,  after  that,  we  must 
knew  what  thev  are  in  a  condition  to  do  in 
Eagbwid,  and  what  part  they  expect  tbe  king 
sbMld  take,  to  put  this  design  into  motion, 
and  to  sopport  it.'' 

Ja  Answer  to  baroo  Oorti,  count  Gyllen- 
burg  wrote  to  him  tbe  following  very  remark- 
able JLstter,  dated  at  London,  Dec.  4,  1710: 
^  As  toon  as  I  had  laoetved  your  eiceUeoey's 
ktlor  of  the  SSnl  past,  1  went  to  one  of  the 
•riaeipals  at  his  owe  bouse,  with  whom  I  have 
aad  a  long  and  iotimata  friendship.  I  shewed 
him  yow  ^tcelleocy's  letter,  which  I  iaforced 
Iba  best  I  aoald.  Wbereupoii  be  asked  me, 
whKhsf  I  ^ad  spoke  of  it  to  aav  one  of  his  par- 
tji  Aad,  I  telling  him  I  h»d  not,  hedanrad 
me,for  die  lore  of  God,  not  to  do  it.  Wewere 
i  10  bdisM  irmn  AwlOM)  iftid  ba^  Ibm  all 
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fuent  on  carrantly^  that  baroo  Oerts  bad  ao» 
copied  our  offei^  aad  had  given  positive  a^ 
suraooee  on  tbe  part  of  the  king  of  Swedeo,  of 
bis  assistance.    We  have  been  pressed  on  tba 
affair  of  the  money,  aad  to  form  a  scheme ; 
and  we  have  actually  applied  ourselves  to  batb 
the  WM  and  the  other,    in  the  asidst  of  all  this, 
here  are  three  posts  arrived  from  Avignon,  aad 
no  farther  signs  are  shewn  of  so  nmoh  baste. 
Thia  change  has  very  much  perpleaed  ua,  we 
not  koowin|  to  whet  to  impute  it,  unless  td  the 
pt inoe's  iadispositieB,    But  all  is  now  beoome 
dear.    They  were  too  sure  of  their  point  at 
Arignon;  they  recVeoed  iomiediateiy  on  tbe 
assistance  of  the  kiorg  of  Sweden;  and  now  they 
are  afraid,  oo  oae  hand,  of  damping  our  cou- 
rage, bv  owning  frankly,  that  they  had  deceived 
.tbeittselves  ;  and,  on  the  other,  they  dare  not, 
upon  an  uncerminty,  engage  to  supply  them 
with  OKKiey,  beiog  sensibw^  it  is  the  last  that 
we  shaU  give  them,  if  we  should  find  it  employ- 
ed to  any  other  purpose  than  we  designed;  and 
withoot  direct  assoranoes  first  given  of  our  halv- 
ing the  succours  we  need.    You  see,  tberefoM 
ootttinuad  ha,  of  what  consequence  it  is,  if  you 
wisbtu  well,  tliat  you  do  not  make  known,  ^ 
any  penoa,  what  I  see  our  court  of  Avignon 
coQoeals  wtih  sa  much  care.    If  ytm.  act  otbev- 
wise,  you  will  destroy  tbe  credit  of  the  cheva* 
liar  de  St.  George  here,  which  perl»aps  will  be 
of  necessary  use  to  too,  and  you  will  make  bis 
adhereats  your  impmcaUe  enemies;  for,  if  their 
design  fail,  they  will  be  regardless,  whether 
Sweden  perishes  or  not;  aad  yet  you  know, 
that  it  is  they,  who  havehitheito  defended  your 
eaase,  as  %vell  in  tbe  country,  a«  in  the  parlia- 
maat  of  England,  aad  adio  have  obliged  your 
enemies  to  act  with  nsore  caution  and  rcaerve, 
than  they  would  otherwise  have  done^    You 
will  still  have  oceasioo  for  their  assistanoaki 
the  next  sessioo  of  the  parliament  of  Enghmd, 
which  your  enemies  are  prepariag  toiiooeaee 
terribly  against  you,  as  well  by  pamphlets,  which 
are  already  actually  in  the  press,  as  by  pedtioas 
of  the  merchants,  who  have  lost  their  ships, 
and  wh6  now  meet  twice  a  week  to  eoasalt. 
Now,  (saki  be)  to  return  to  baron  Goctz's  let- 
ter, give  me  leave  to  tell  you  freely,  that,  if  the 
qoesttofi  vras  explicitly  and  simply,  whether  we 
tboidd  assist  the. king  of  Sweden,  and  wo  eon- 
sented,  it  might  then  be  worth  while  to  ask, 
what  security  we  required,  and  what  gain  we 
ibsisted  on  ?  But  that  is  not  the  case  at  pse- 
seDt,  tior  ever  will  be.    For  I  must  own  to  you 
ingenuously,  that  theee  are  Tory  few  amoo|^ 
us,  who  have  any  concern  for  the  interests  of 
foreign  princes,  aay  longer  than  while  they  a^ 
foot  our  own,  and  that  even  very  palpably : 
'  Manus  nostra  ocidatse  sunt ;  creduat  quod 
'  vident :  Our  eyes  are  ip  our  bands ;  what  tbey 
<  ise  are  believe.'    So  that  for  you  to  flatter 
yoorselves,  that,  out  of  respect  or  friendship, 
we  should  aait  with  our  moae^  to  any  wbatae* 
ever,  would  be  to  know  aotfaiag  of  us.    You 
can  never  aker  oor  minds  on  that  article ;  so 
yoo  must  just  take  aa  as  we  are,    Ab  fee  gaii^ 
canwebo^  for  gysaUr  ^k  any  cawHry,  ( ' 
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what  we  have  at  home,  witboat  riiqoini^  bor 
mone/?  Do  not  we  rnakeaeven  or  eif^ot  per 
cent,  by  the  public  faiids ;  and  this  upon  the 
«ecuritj  of  the  parliamenc  ofEnxlaiid.  and  are 
|>akl  punctually  evtry  quarter?  That,  this  ques- 
tion being  utterly  unseasonable,  it  is  necessary 
^oibrm  another;  and  lee  that  be,  whether  we 
•re  willing,  by  a  pecuniary  subsidy,  to  merit 
the  assistance  of  the  king  of  Sweden  f  To  that 
I  answer  roundly,  let  us  but  be  assured  on  the 
part  of  his  majesty,  upon  whose  bare  promise 
we  will  rely,  more  than  on  aU  tlie  securities  and 
•ngagements  of  others :  I  say,  let  us  only  be 
assurer  1,  that  by  our  money  we  shall  merit  bfo 
help,  and  actually  hare  it.  After  this,  let  us 
but  know  what  you  would  have  us  to  do,  and 
we  will  make  such  efforts,  that  his  m^esty  shall 
n6t  repent  of  giving  his  royal  word  to  assist^us.. 
But,  Sir,  (add^  he)  What  must  we  think,  when, 
«fcer  a  negotiation  of  three  months  or  more,  we 
-are  yet  in  tkncertaintly  upon  what  ought  to  be 
the  chief  spring  of  all  our  undertakings,  and  are 
to  merit  by  our  money,  trot  the  help  we  ask,  but 
barely  an  answer,  whether  we  shall  obtain* it  or 
not?  How  can  we  run  into  expence,  expose 
our  friends,  and,  in  short,  endanger  our  ibrtones 
and  lives,  when  perhaps  his  majesty's  refusal 
may  stop  us  short ;  subject,  among  other  things, 
to  the  fear  <)f  being  betrayed  by  those,  who, 
seeing  the  ill  success  of  our  projects,  and  that 
there  is  nothing  to  be  hoped  for  more  on  our 
side,  may  end^vour  to  make  their  fortune,  by 
striking  in  with  our  enemies,  and  sacrificing  us. 
-—Let  us  examine  all  this,  and  yourself  will  ac- 
knowledge, we  should  hazard  too  much  in  fol- 
lowing those,  who  leave  ns  in  such  uncertainty; 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  what  does  the  king  of 
fiweden  risque  ?  Is  not  our  govemnkent  hit  ene- 
mies in  every  respect;  and  will  it  not  aasist. 
them  more  this  ensuing  year?  What  can  be 
•aid  against  hioi,  if,  alUr  the  example  of  Scipio, 
he  carries  the  war  into  their  country,  who  have 
been  desiroas,  and  are  still  so,  to  carry  it  into 
his  ?  Tiiis  diversion  will  be  so  nuich  the  greater, 
as  it  will  he  unexpected  ;  and  there  is  the  more 
reason  to  hope  for  soccess,  because  the  wliole 
country  is  diba£Fected«  It  is  also  pivibable,  that 
half  the  army  will  be  disbanded  by  the  partia- 
ment  ui' England ;-  a*id  it  is  certam  great  part 
of  that- army  will  desert  on  the  iapproacfa  of  a 
sufficient  body  of  troops.^-But  suppose  this  ea- 
terprixe  should  not  succeed,  would  this  govem- 
•  laent  be  more  bent  upon  tlie  intireruin  of  the 
king  of  Sweden  than  it  was  before  ?  And,  when 
king  George's  desire  to  have  the  country  of 
Bretneo  u  satisfied,  will  our  government  be  less 
solicitous  by  what  means  to  pr.eveot  the  csar's 
aggrsndizMg  himself?  Let  me  beg  you  (said  he) 
to  represent  all  this  to  baron  Gortz ;  and  I  am 
sure  ha  will  change  bis  opinion :  and  that  be 
.  wil^  not  let  slip,  by  chaffering,  an  opportunity 
so  beneficial  for  tha  king  of  Sweden,  and  so 
glorious  for  himself.  TmI  him  likewise,  if  you 
please,  that  there  is  nothing  more  proper  than 
•rhat  he  demands  as  to  a  scheme;  and  the 
means  of.  supporting  the  afsir.  Bat  he  must 
p9^  US  thsL^Rconn^eiiient  to  see,  (hat  w^  are 


Hot  labouring  ia  vain,  and  running  all  hanids 
witboat  any  fisir  prospect  One  positive  assu* 
ranoe  given  at  Avignon  will  put  all  in  motkm; 
but  without  that,  all  will  flag.  As  to  the  co- 
lour, which  the  king  of  Sweden  may  put  upon 
his  enterprise,  I  shall  always  have  that  opinion 
(said  he)  which  baron  Gorts  himself  vrould  have 
me  entertain  of  his  scheme,  namely;  that  the 
king  of  Sweden  intends  sincerely  to  restore  the 
Chevalier.  But  I  am  much  afraid,  that  the  rest 
of  my  party  will  take  this  affair  in  quite  another 
li^ht ;  that  is  to  say,  that  they  will  ioMgiae 
his  Swedish  majesty,  having  not  given  any  pro- 
mise to  our  Chevalier,  nor  declared  for  him,  win 
make  no  other  use  of  this  enterprize,  than  only 
to  compass  bis  own  designs,  exclusive  of  the 
ChevaliH',  and  to  oblige  king  George  to  come 
to  better  terms.  Bot  in  this  he  will  find  him* 
self  deceived ;  for,  the  greatest  part  of  the  na- 
tion being  at  present  inflamed  with  JacobitiBai, 
and  set  a  longing  for  the  return  of  him,  whom 
they  believe  their  lawful  sovereign,  they  wiH 
not  join  any  person,  who  does  not  declare  open- 
ly for  him  :  on  the  contrary,  perceiving  tt  is 
only  a  foreign  quarrel,  whicndraws  the  king  of 
Sweden  hither,  vexed  to  see  their  expectations 
frustrated,  and  not  knowing  how  far  his  majes- 
ty's resentments  may  go,  and  who  will  be 
exposed  to  his  vengeance,  or  who  be  exempt 
from  it,  they  will  mil  into  the  common  homoar 
of  the  nation,  which  is  to  ui)ite  all,  notwith- 
standing their  ^ast  foods,  against'  a  foreiga 
power. — ^This  is  so  true  (continued  he,)  that, 
if  the  chevalier  de  St.  George  had  not  an 
English  fother,  and  beeil  born  in  Engjland,  aH 
his  pretensions  would,  avail  him  nothing  with 
the  common  people ;  who,  when  the  contest 
shall  be  onlf  bet weea  foreigner  and  foreiitner, 
wilt  certainly  declare  ibr  him  in  possession, 
without  much  iregard  to  the  justice  of  the 
cause. — For  what  remains  (addend  he)  T  inticely 
agree,'^^that  the  maintaining  of  the  church  of 
^gland  ought  to  be  one  topic  in  the  king  of 
Sweden's  manifesto.  This  is  the  more  neces- 
sary, because  it  would  serve  to  settle  the  anads 
of  such  as  are  disturbed  about  tlie  Chevalier's 
religion,  ^is  majesty  likewise  would  act  in 
his  known  character,  which  is  to4ie,  on  all  oo 
casions,  solicitous  for  the  welfare  of  the  Pro- 
testant religion. — ^Tfais,6ir,  is  what ''was  most 
material  in  my  conversation  with  my  friend, 
who^  I  .assure  your  excellency,  is  a  man  of  so- 
lid juf^metit,  and  so  well  informed  oC  what 
passes  at  Avigoon,  that  he  told  me  a  long  time 
ago  what  was  negotiated  there  on  our  part, 
though  J  took  no  notice  of  it,  while  I  saw  no- 
thing particular  about  it,  either  ia  your  excel- 
lency's letters,  or  in  those  of  Monsieur  8parre. 
He  even  teki  me,  that  a  certain  relation  of  my 
lord  Mar's  was  confident  of  doing  us  verjTgood 
oflkes  with  the  czar;  and  that  it  bad  befo  in- 
timated to  baron  Sparre.  Bat,  being  tender  of , 
intruding  into  the  provinces  of  othors,  I  reck- 
oned your  excellency  would  be  better  ioformed 
of  this  the  direct  way." 

InaqswertotiusLetteriharoo  Gprt*  wroCt 
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tbefcloirnig  Lrtter,  stated  tt  the  Hag:iie,  De- 
cember 11,  1716,  to  coant  G^yllenborg :  '*  f 
have  fcceiTed  jroar  agreeable  letter  of  tbe  4th 
iiMlaiit  I  shiiU  hftve  the  boBour  to  answer  the 
contents  of  H ;  that  the  stronger  the  reasons 
iieywfaicfa  arealledged  tomake  us  enter  into 
tbe  affiur  jtm  know  of,  the  more  should  people 
bepersoaded  of  the  true  desire,  that  w«  hate 
tooodertake  the  thing.  It  is  superfluous  to 
loggestmocires  to  os,  and  we  have  uo  need  of  a 
spur.  As  I  ruo  no  risque  wiih  you.  Sir,  1  «vrH 
fftetytell  jfou,  that,  even  before  inj  departure 
fans  Sweden,  «*e  were  already,  oa  our  side, 
di^osed  to  this  expedition.  It  is  easy  to  be- 
lieve, that  those  dtsposilions  are  since  increas- 
ed ia  piY^rtion  as  tbe  anhnosity  of  tbe  court, 
vheie  you  are,  hath  continued  increasing. 
There  is  therefore  now  no  other  question,  but 
of  the  means  to  satisfy  our  jobt  desire  of 
rweage.  We  have  in  Sweden  troops  more 
tlMn  eooegh  for  that  purpose ;  but  what  sus- 
pends oar  entering  upon  action  is ;  that.  First, 
we  have  not  the  ships  necessary  as  well  for 
tiusporting  tbe  troops,  as  for  the  convoy  itself. 
Secondly,  we  do  i^ot  know  how  it  is  proposed 
to  niaiotain  the  troops  when  4  hey  shall  h^  ar- 
lived  at  tbe  place  intended.  Thirdly,  horses 
wot  forthwith  be  Kiond  to  mount  tbe  cavalry. 
It  is  well  known,  that  when  one  enters  into  an 
open  comitrf  ^  the  first  impression  roost  be  made 
by  die  cavalry.  Foorthhr,  we  must  know  the"^ 
■tnherof  tmops,  thai  is  thought  requisite  for 
tlus  expedilioo,  in  order  to  regulate  thereby 
the  snaameru  of  the  ships. — It  is  t^e.  Sir, 
tbi^  for  several  months  la^t  past,  we  have  had 
Moie  preKmioary  negotiation  upon  these  mat- 
tcfswitfa  tbe  eoart  of  AvignOh.  They  hare 
Mated  themselves  very  well  satisfied  with  the 
■soaer,  in  which  we  have  spoken  to  tliem,  and 
bnepToaHsed>  not  only  to  give  the  necessary 
ciplttalions  npon  the  advances  of  money  pro- 
posed, but  siuo  to  furnish  instautljr  where- 
vidttl  to  prepare  on  our  side,  daring  this  winter, 
every  tkiag,  that  concerns  the  first  step ;  being 
jbeiBselves  of  opinion,  that,  if  any  thing  be 
nteoded  to  be  done,  it  must  be  entered  upon 
Uediateij  after  the  obstacles,  which  a  hard 
*incer  might  bring  to  navigftdon,  are  removed  ; 
bytfaiiheno  all  this  has  ended  only  in  vain 
^les.  However,  I  have  not,  on  my  parr,  lost 
^  tiaie  for  thia  enterprise.  I  have  bestirred 
■yself  to  find  out  men  of  war :  I  have  ao- 
tssAy  found  out  some,  and  have  even  made 
bttf^BS  for  purchasing  six  of  between  sixty 
ssdseventy^gun8>%ll  armed  and  rigged;  and 
tbejareto  be  (kiivered  at'Gmtenburg  in  tlte 
Hsttahg  of  tbe  month  of  March.  I'he  ad- 
vBice  ef  money,  which  I  asked  from  the  court 
of  Avi|iioo,  was  only  designed  for  the  purchase 
^  those  ships;  aod  the  sum  did  not  exceed 
fOfiOOL  If  I  have  proposed  the  expedient 
sf  finishing  us  with  this  money  upon  the  foot 
^  aoomBson  loan,  it  was  only  done.  Sir,  with  a 
^,  the  better  to  secure  those,  that  were  cob- 
^''Sid  on  both  sides,  from  the  danger  of  a  dis- 
^^J^i  and  those,  that  should  sive  the  money, 
^pioKtbf^acoideDts,  in  case  anv  such  should 


be,  that  might  reader  tbe  deti|n  irapracticabUr^ 
It  is  also  tbe  feareiUier  of  some  treachery  or 
Ylisappoiniment,  which  cannot  be  foreseen,  that 
will  hmder  us  from  declaring  before  we  cone 
to  tbe  place, where  we  are.  to  shew  ourselvef. 
Our  friends  will  have  nothing  to  object  against 
this  precaution,  rf  they  will  but  consider,  tbat» 
if  we  throw  off  the  mask  too  soon,  and  should 
afterwards  miss  our  blow,  we  should  give  tbe 
English  ministers  a  very  good  argument  to 
carry  the  Nation  into  a  war  against  us,  into 
which  they  would  not  have  a  great  deal  of 
trouble  to  draw  HoUand  also.  This  is  a  risque 
of  the  last  conseouence ;  and  would  they  have  ut 
run  into  it.  Sir,  ror  a  tniBe  ?  I  do  not  know  how 
else  to  stile  the  money-business  in  question.-*-* 
The  naval  armament  at  Grottenborgh  cannot  ha 
useful  to  us,  unless  for  tbe  design,  which  they 
propose  to  us ;  and  the  money  we  ask  will  not 
be  sufficient  even  for  that  arma^ient. — As  to 
the  rest,  however  just  and  solid  I  >allow  yoor 
friend's  reasoning  in  other  matters,  ^et  I  cannot 
reconcile  the  opinion,  which  your  friend  seeine 
to  have  of  the  eood  faith  of  tbe  king,  and  bk 
interest,  with  the  fear,  which  is  neverthelesa 
shewn,  that  we  have  no  other  end  than,  to  pro- 
cure  for  ourselves  tbe  restitution  of  the  duchy 
of  Bremen .^i-Pray,  Sir,  which  way  can  the  king 
of  Sweden  better  secure  himself  the  recovery 
and  possession  of  his  said  dachy,  than  by  re* 
ducing  king  George  to  be  nothing  more  than  an 
elector  of  the  empire  ?  By  which  means  the 
king  of  Sweden  will  make  hinastflf  be  courted 
by  the  house  of  loinenburg,  as  in  former  times. 
Can  good  faith  and  a  man's  word  be  pot  in  the 
scale  against  so  solid  aod  so  evident  a  reason, 
after  we  have  experienced  how  little  account 
ought  to  be  made  of  a  security  founded  in  words 
or  in  treaties?  To  be  short.  Sir,  tbe  ques- 
tion is  with  us  an  a£bir  already  dedded ;  no» 
thing  remains  but  to  consider  the  raeai^s.-^As 
I  understand  the  matter,  those  that  shall 
furnish  the  money,  will  be  in  no  danger  ;  they 
may  give  it  under  the  name  of  Dutch  mer- 
chants, and  under  pretext  of  the  great  gain 
that  is  to  be  made  m  dealing  with  me.  -The 
better  to  colour  tbe  thing,  they  may  even  give 
commission  to  some  English  merchants,  to 
make  an  agreement  with  me  upon  the  foot  of 
the  contract,  which  I  have  had  the  honour  to 
communicate  to  you.  After  this  there  would  re* 
main  no  other  risque  than  that  of  losing  the 
money,  ill  case  thedesign  should  not  be  execuf* 
ed :  but,  if  they  had  the  least  confidence  in  the 
word  of  the  king,  this  scruple  would  vanish  inw 
mediately.  His  majesty  piques  himself  too. 
much  upon  performing  bis  engagements,  to 
leave  any  room  to  mistrust  him.  We  have  ^sb 
proofii  of  this,  notwithstanding  the  vast  ex^ 
pence  that  we  are  obliged*  to  bear ;  his  majesty 
would  have  tbe  pretensions  of  Mr,  Cook,  and 
the  other  merchants  in  Franoe,  touching  the 
money  advanced  to  him  in  Toikey,  s^ti^ed, 
and  I  have  actually  fsii -those  creditors.-^To 
conclude,  I  most  tell  }[oa  again,  Sir,  that  they 
must  come  to  a  resolution  speedily,  or  think  no 
more  of  the  aftur  for  all  the  next  yea^.— It 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


4U}      PARL  msrrOEy,  2  Gkomb  I.  I7U^i^p<nrfdM«  lo  4*  «MMlei     f«|| 


.wooM  tUo  bt  Mcevftiy,  that  t^om^  who  bmmi 
4IS  weUi  ftbopld  labour  to  g«t  half  the  troops 
jMt  are  DOW  on  foot  in  £nglaod|  broken,  and 
to  binder  any  naval  armament  till  the  month  of 
Maif.'^— It  coocern»  us  also  to  know,  for  our  di- 
rectioDi  what  number  of  r^ular  troops  will  re- 
main, after  tbej  shall  have  got  onehalf  of  them 
«li)»baoded.  •!  reckon,  that  we  might  employ 
from  ten  to  twelve  thousand  Swedes  in  this  ex<^ 
|)editioo;  amongst  whom  there  should  be 
4,000/.  horse. — When  thiof^s  shall  be  put  upon 
jtbe  foot  abovementioncd,  I  intend  to  go  into 
Sweden  myself^  to  posh  on  the  execution ;  f^r 
I  do  not  like  to  rely  on  the  care  of  others  in 
auch  a  particular-  I  had  also  rather  concert 
this  affair  directly,  and  with  you,  than  by  the 
other  way,  which  1  think  too  Ions.  My  lord's 
miction  bath  indeed  sent  word,  that  the  czar 
Jias  some  dispositions  to  peace>  which  we  will 
not  ^1  to  make  advantagie  of,  that  we  may  be 
in  a  condition  the  better  to  push  oo  the  afiair 
in  question.  The  cur  is  to  be  here  very  speedily. 
If  It  could  be  ordered,  that  the  said  nslation  of 
jnjr  lord  Maf  should  speak  to  me,  I  should 
Quickly  perceive  what  might  be  done  tlkere. 
You.wiU. easily  judge,  Sir,  that  an  agreement 
tvith  the  czar  would  give  great  weight  to  the 
other  affair.** 

In  answer  to  this  Letter,  coont  Gyllenbttrg, 
on  the  18th  of  December,  N.  S.  1716,  wrote 
.the  following  to  baron  Gortz :  **  I  bad  received, 
.two  days  ago,  the  letter  your  excellency  did 
me  the  lavour  to  write  me  of  the  1 1th,  and  I 
jbave  not  deferred  the  execution  of  your  orders 
.one  moment.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  give  you 
an  account  of  them  by  the  next  mail.  In  the 
inean  time,  I  shall  have  the  honour  |o  answer 
to  your  excellency's  postscript,  that  1  shall  not 
iail  to  govern  myself  as  you  there  direct.  If  I 
bare  hitherto  done  otherwise,  it  has  been,  that 
J  might  not  be  accused  of  not  representing 
matters  as  they  were  on  one  side  and  the 
other,  laaving  it  afterwards  to  our  ministers  to 
make  choice  of  tha^  which  they  thought  most 
praper.  Your  exc^ency,  according  to  your 
wonted  goodness,  will  forgive  me,  however,  for 
•ayingi  that  in  my  opinion,  wltatever  reso- 
iation  we  take,  it  would,  notwithstanding,  be 
well  to  keep  the  people  here  in  ^ood  humour  ; 
that  is,  that  we  should  seem  not  intirely  to  re- 
ject tbeir  proposals,  or  otherwise  they  will  be 
prying  into  tlie  motives*  which  render  us  so  in- 
tractMle,  and  will  perhaps  discover  the  true 
one,  in  which  case  they  will  cause  it  to  mis- 
can7.  Besides,  a  little  hopes  would  make 
tbem  pot  off  longer,  the  pushing  the  aiEur  in 
pailianent ;  and  I  think  that  is  what  your  ex- 
cellency seems  to  desire,  Rethinks,  to  this 
end,  itwonld  be  necessary  that  your  excel- 
lency should  write  Petkum  an  answer,  who  com- 
plains of  bavifig  received  none  to  his  letters, 
to  shew  your  acknowledgment  of  the  pains  he 
has  taken,  aod  to  desim  bim  to  go  on,  in  order  to 
keep  the  ministers  in  the  same  good  way,  till 
your  excellency  has  received  an  answer  to  the 
Accoant^nbifib  you  bavt  given  bi«  as^iestj  of 


the  whole  aftirj  aad  than  we  nmf  act  wjdb 
more  vigour.  A»  FetlMHB  gaoerally  abew»  all 
his  letters  to  Townsbend  and  BothMr,  I  hmty 
they  will  thereby  be  easily  penoaded  to.beliisve 
what  tltey  wish.  If  thia  letter  pOKom  bdbia 
the  arrival  of  kin^  Geor^  it  will  oerimpa  pre- 
vent the  impression,  wmch  the  G«m«iia  mai 
Sunderland  will  be  apt  to  ma|^  with  ^hVirwat 
violence  at  tl.eir  firyt  coining  over/' 

The  two  nex^  Letters  relate  principollj  ta 
bills  of  exchange,  shippingi  com,  aalt,  Slc-  fisr 
Sweden;  but  in  one  from  count  GyUeabufK  to 
baron  Goru,  dated  at  London,  l>ecaai^or  99, 
1716»  he  writes  as  follows :  "  I  am  oaoe  mace 
obliged  to  defer  the  departure  of  mj  exarass 
till  Friday,  one  of  the  priuoi|Md  of  oar  £ii«Mb 
being  not  yet  returned  to  Loodon;  bot  ha  w^ 
he  here  to-morrow.  I  have  the  lottera  ready 
for  the  physician,  but  dare  not  venture  timm  by 
tlie  post.  While  I  am  waiting  for  the  princspal 
of  my  friends,  I  sliall  dispatch  to-morrow  amb- 
tlemaa  to  the  czar,  to  endeavour  to  pnsiisiliim 
with  pacific  thoughts.  I  have  given  him  lettm 
for  my  brother,,  that  he  may  introduce  hina  fie 
your  excellenoy,  ivho  will  give  him  such  iosimc^ 
tions,  as  you  shall  judge  necessary*  Ha  as  « 
Muscovite,  by  birth,  and  having  been  a  loi^ 
time  known  to  my  (neodf  and  perhapa  evca 
employed  oo  the  hke  messagea,  ha  assurea  ose, 
that  we  may  put  in  tire  confidence  ia  huoa.  I 
have  intimated  to  him,  that  he  may  alladgc»  hr 
the  pretext  of  his  voyage,  his  nataral  iadJiaa- 
tion  to  serve  the  czar,  by  whicli  he  waa  iadoced 
to  discover  to  him,  that  king  Geoi;ge  ia  oakiag 
all  the  offers  imaginable  to  acquire  Bremee  o^ 
the  king  of  Sweden,  at  the  txfwe  of  tbo  caeir, 
who  is  to  be  the  sacrifice  of  that  ac^iskioa. 
Your  ej^lency  will  add  what  oth^  hiata  joe 
judge  convement.  I  should  thioK*  however^  it 
might  be  proper,  that  this  man  should  be  kept 
ignorant  of  the  canal  of  the  pbyf  iciaa*  I  liave 
another  letter  for  him,  which  may  iotrodocs  aay 
brother  to  bis  acquaintance;  and  then  be  mi^ 
convey  messages  between  your  exceUcnc^  and 
the  physician,  till  your  exc^ncy. shall  thmk  fit 
to  have  an  interview  with  him.  We  are  aa- 
sured  here,  that  king  Geoiga  will  have  noae 
with  the  csar;  and  tMy  seem  to  be  very  littfe 
satisfied  with  that  prince. — Your  esceUaac? 
will  have  the  goodnais  to  rameniber  what  I  kid 
the  honour  to  write  to  yoo  in  my  b»t,  aboota^ 
lord  Sunderland.  I  have  learnt  since,  that  that 
lord  does  all  he  can  to  make  those  ojf  bit  pai^ 
fond  of  king  Geoi^e*s  project,  to  open  a  port  at 
Harboui||;  asserting,  that  JBngland  wiU  gam 
more  by  it,  than  even  by  its  Wastpladia  ttadf. 
One  se^  very  well  wbitber  all  this  teoda.  I  wb 
workin||  asainst  it.  A  member  of  parliwaisat 
has  desired  me  to  inform  him  of  the  t^^tiir 
and  nature  of  that  port.'' 

On  the  1st  of  January,  oaaat  Gyllanbaiig 
writes  tlius  to  baron  Gortz,  after  aioi^eQoaeet 
of  private  business,  blriog  of  shijp%  fce.  '*  Smm 
anting  what  goes  befi^re,  my  irieod  hm  imm 
wi£b  me,  and  has  told  me^  tba^  tbe  j^api^  ai 
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&r  ts  V^CDt jT  tbonMlMl  pounds,  was  retdy,  if  I 
would  bttt  gyro  m  j  Acquittance^  that  I  had  re- 
ctivod  k  ^,  tbo  use  of  the  king  mf  master ;  and 
dw  oolj»  tfaar  he  might  hate  sooietking  to  show 
to  those,  who  made  this  collection,  supposing, 
that  hereafter  the^r  should  ask  for  h«  I  an- 
swered him)  That  I  could  not  «? e  any  such 
aotjolttance,  without  your  excellencY*s  order, 
which  I  would  write  for  this  post.  He  told  me 
likewise,  That  they  had  already,  by  order  of 
the  court  of  Atignon,  remitted  8,000/.  to  baron 
Sparre. — Since  writing  these  lines,  the  Dutch 
niail  of  the  S5th  is  just  come  in,  l:^  which  my 
lirother  advises  me^  thnt  your  excellency  was 
setting  out  upon  your  journey.  It  wiU  there- 
fore M  unnecessary  to  send  the  express,  espe- 
cially  siBce  the  two  letters  intended  are  now  be- 
eome  useless.  I  will,  however,  send  a  dupli- 
cate of  this  next  Monday,  by  the  French  post^ 
together'  with  the  pieces  abotementioned. — 
Yoar  excellency  will  receive,  this  day,  the  copy 
of  a  letter,  which  M.  Petkum  writ  yesterday  to 
baroa  Sparre,  the  contents  of  which  connrm 
cbeill  imedtioDs  of  those  warm  men,  into  whose 
hands  the  roaoageroenc  of  afiairs  is  going  to  be 
pat ;  particularly  if  it  be  true,  as  M.  Petkum 
has  oaenred  me,  that  my  lord  Townsliend,  to 
whom  he -read  the  said  letter,  owned,  that  what 
be  had  writ,  in  relation  to  our  affairs,  was  true. 
All  that  we  have  to  flatter  ourselves  with  is^, 
that  the  misunderstanding,  which  there  is  among 
these  gentlemen,  may  perhaps  be  of  service  to 
vs.  Tbos  much,  at  least,  is  certain,  that,  if 
we  -set  oorselves  in  earnest  about  the  great 
work,  the  success  cannot  possibly  fail." 

The  next  is  a  Letter  from  count  Oyllenburg, 
to  baron  Gortz,  then  at  Paris,  dated  at  London, 
January  7, 1716-17,  as  follows :  "  Yesterday  I 
received  the  Letters  your  excellency  did  me  the 
favour  to  write  me  of  the  39th  past.  That  con- 
cerning tbe  conduct  of  this  court  came  very 
seastjnabfy.  I  gave  it  to  read  to  one  of  the 
principal  Whigs,  with  whom  I  have  found 
ineans  of  contracting  a  friendship.  As  I  am  to 
dine  with  him  to-morrow,  I  shall  know  what  ef- 
fect ic  has  had.  He  is  already  in  a  good  way, 
and  I  question  not  but  may  be  carried  yet  fur- 
ther by  such  just  reason inj^. — M.  Petkum  is 
charmed  with  your  excellency's  Letter  to  him. 
He  evclliims  publicly  against  the  Hanoverians 
for  the  gross  fhlsehood  they  have  told  of  him. 
I  believe  him  innocent  as  to  this  fact.  He  has 
told  me,  be  will  write  himself  to  your  excellency 
by  this  DOst.  Mr.  Walpole's  reply  is  remarka* 
ble.  My  friend,  who  is  one  of  the  companioof 
of  the  Wbigs,  has  told  me  the  same  thmg.  lif 
it  be  not  tl^  effect  of  the  present  discontent, 
aod  the  court  does  not  iina  expedients  to  re* 
gain  those  people,  J  do  net  know  whether  the 
covrt  will  ever  venture  to  bring  that  matter 
upon  the  stage;  but  I  shall  not  be  satisfied 
wih  Hmt'^I  am  trying  to  get  it  brought  into 
■iailiimnl  "my  own  way.  My  friend  is  labour- 
ing  that  point  wHh  me,  and,  to  that  end,  is  en- 
demretvinir  tft  inibrm  himself  thoroughly  bf  the 
Nholi.  '-It^hnkft  him^  that  I  demamled  die 


other  day  of  your  excellency  the  patticolars  Hi 
Harbourg ;  and  it  is  likewise  upon  his  request, 
that  I  beg  your  excellency  will  send  me,  as  soon 
as  omy  be,  all  that  you  shall  be  able  to  pick 
up  in  relation  to  the  treaty  concluded  between 
Hanever  and  our  enemies;  particularly  if  yon 
can  procure  the  agreement,  by  which  the  ak^ 
shtance  of  an  Ehglish  force  is  stipulated  to 
them.  Your  excellency  sees  hereby  what  I  am 
now  doing  on  one  side  and  the  other ;  that  is  t6 
say,  with  regard  to  onr  friends.  I  can  do  no^ 
thing  before  I  have  received  your  excellency's 
orders  upon  my  last." 

The  following  Letter  from  baron  Gortz,  to 
count  Gyilenbnrg,  is  dated  from  Paris,  Ja* 
nuary  8, 1717:  **  I  could  not  acquamt  you  be* 
fore  this  day,  that  I  am  now  authorised  to 
enter  into  tlie  affair,  which  you  knoW  of;  and 
that  I  am  allowed  the  liberty  to  do  in  it  what- 
ever I  shall  think  convenient.  You  will  be  able 
to  judge  of  this  yourself  by  the  indbsed  copy  of 
the  full  power,  that  has  beien  sent  to  me. 
Which  way  soever  I  turn  this  aflbir,  I  do  not 
see,  that  we  can  engage  in  it  upon  any  other 
foot,  than  that,  which  I  proposed  to  you  at 
first.  As  interest  is  the  most  certain  security 
of  treaties,  and  what  we  are  solicited  to  undei^ 
take,  is  of  so  great  importance  to  us,  aiid  tha 
most  expeditious  means  to  re-establish  our  af* 
fairs,  that  can  be  devised ;  no  man  can  doubt, 
that  we  shall  apply  ourselves  to  it  heartily  ancjl 
earnestly ;  and  that  we  could  wish  for  nothing 
better,  than  to  do  it  Without  tho  concurrent  as^ 
sistance  of  others,  if  the  juncture  of  dme  would 
suffer  us  to  dispense'with  tha^  assistance. — The 
only  thing  I  see  wanting  for  our  purpose,  art 
men  of  war  and  transports.  Of  the  first  I  can 
have  two  in  Holland,  and  six  in  France,  all  rig- 
ged and  armed ;  and  those,  who  have  the  d»». 
posalof  them,  oblige  themselves  to  deliver  them 
in  that  condition  at  Gottenburg  in  the  month 
of  March.  The  last  we  shall  not  want,  but  we 
must  immediately  put  our  bands  to  the  woriu 
which  requires  money.  M.  Sparre  has  aasurea 
me,  that  I  should  find  an  hundred  tbot»saod 
crowns  ready  here ;  but  I  learnt  at  my  arrival 
that  onr  friends^  far  from  doing  what  they  had  , 
promised,  ara  now  grown  cool;  so  that  I  thoughl 
best.  Sir,  to  desire  you  to  press  your  frienda  te 
a  speedy  resolution,  wheuier  on  the  foot  pro» 
posfd  they  will  forthwith  supply  uswitbmeney^ 
which  we  must  have  to  purcj^ase  those  men  of 
war,  or  not.  In  case  th^  wJi\t  it  is  necessary 
they  should  order  it  to  be  paid  to  me  here  aa 
soon  a^  DOisible,  Umt  I  may  put^these^  who  aie 
to  fomidi  me  with  tbe  ships,  upon  getting  them 
ready.  If  they  will  not,  this  WMiness  ought  t» 
be  broken  off  intirely^  without  thinking  any  fhr# 
tber  of  it.  To  lota  foor  weeks  more  woeid  be 
losing  all,  for  thisjear  at  least ;  and  afterwanh 
the  drcumstano^es  of  affairs  will  to  chai^ai^ 
that  there  can  be  no  thinking  of  it  eoy  lenger; 
—For  the  rest,  our  intenrion  was  totranspprt 
12  thousand  men ;  eij^bt  thousand  of  them  iny 
fantry,  and  four  thousand  cavalry,  of  whicl) 
fire  hnndivd  mounted.    We  #cre  to  carry  witi 
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jpp  a  sufl^cieDt  train  of  artillery,  arms  for  ten  or 
twelve  tboosanU  men  more,  with  requisite  sconrs 
of  ammaniiioo.  We  were  to  land  at  the  places, 
whether  we  should  be  directed  ;  so  that  wa 
'  should  have  carried  with  us  all  that  is  neces- 
sary, excepting  horses,  which  we  expected  to 
find  in  the  country;  and  all  might  have'been 
executed  without  the  least  umbrsge  being 
taken ;  provided,  that  on  the  other  side  the  se- 
cret was  kept.  M.  Sparre  tells  me,  that  the 
reason  of  the  coolness  of  these  gentlemen  in 
(hu  country,  is  the  treaty  between  this  court 
ftnd  England,  and  the  ensning  departure  of  the 
Pretender  out  of  this  country.  For  my  part,  I 
take  this  reason  to  be  a  very  weak  one ;  for  as 
this  treaty,  and  the  departure  of  the  Pretender 
out*  of  this  country,  must  make  the  court  of 
England  think  themselves  in  perfect  safety,  and 
deprive  them  of  the  pretext  of  keepid^  up  Uieir 
troops,  our  enterprize  is  become  more  easy,  and 
more  sure.  And  to  imagine,  ttiat  this  court, 
at  the  bottom  of  their  heart,  would  not  be  bet- 
ter pleased  to  have  the  Pretender  on  the  throne 
of  England,  than  the  elector  of  Hanover ;  espe- 
cially if  the  first  continued  to  carry  himself 
well  towards  this  court,  is  to  have  a  wrong  no- 
tion of  its  interest,  and  of  the  private  senti- 
ments of  the  duke  regent. — M.  Sparre  tells  me 
further,  ^hat  our  friends  here  thinK  we  shall  not 
have  occasion  for  any  more  men  of  war  than 
those  eight,  which  we  have  at  Gotteoburg ;  but 
they  are  to  know,  that  those  ships  are  but  of 
forty  guns  each ;  so  that  it  would  be  hazarding 
too  much,  and  exposing  a  body  of  chosen 
troops  (for  tuch  we  should  take  on  tliis  expe- 
dition) for  three  or  four  large  ships  would  be 
sufficient  to  give  them  chace,  and  to  take  them 
Jill.  But,  when  we  shall  have  the  eight  ships, 
which  carry  from  sixty  to  seventy  guns,  nothing 
Jess  than  a  squadron  could  oppose^  them,  and, 
before  they  coukt  be  fitted  out,  the  blow  would 
bcstrpck. 

*'  To  conclude.  Sir,  I  wait  here  for  a  speedy 
yta  or  no ;  and  I  continue  to  advise  you  not  to 
send  any  account  of  this  matter  to  the  court; 
for  our  ministers  themselves  are  ignorant  of  it, 
and  know  not  for  what  iutent  they  have  been 
obliged  to  give  the  turn  they  have  to  the  full 
power  which  they  dispatched.    '  Aut  nunc  aut 

*  iiQDqoam :  Now  or  never ;'  as  well  for  our 
friends  as  our  enemies. — When  you  have  fixed 
this  aflbir,  at  least  for  what  rehites  to  the  men 
of  war  here,  I  am  very  desirous  ^ou  should 
come  over  to  meet  me  in  Holland,  under  pre- 
text of  being  ordered  thither ;  and  that  you 
•boald  put  the  court  in  hopes  of  returning  with 
some  acceptable  offer,  to  the  end  we  mi^ht 
ooaoert  together  all  that  remains  for  our  enter- 
pme;  after  which  I  would  set  out  myself  for 
Sweden,  to  order  every  thing  for  making  sure  of 
Ibe  execution.    I  communicate  to  you  the  siib- 

\  co|^  of  the  Full  Power,  which  his  majes- 
^  has  been  graciously  pleased  to  give  me : 

'  We  Charles,  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of 

*  Sweden,  Goths  and  Vandals,  great  prince  of 
t  Finland^  duke  of  Scboneoi  Estonia,  Livoma, 


*  Carelia,  Bcemien,  Verdep,  StetiiL  Pmaeraiiii, 
'  CasAubia,  and  Vaudaiia,  prince  of  Rugeo,  \o(iy 
'  3f  Ingria  and  Wjsniar,  palatine  of  the  Rhiae, 
'  duke  n(  BavQria,  Juliers,  Cleves,  and  Bergues, 

*  Slc.  do  hereby  make  known,  and  attest,  that 
'  whereas  we  have  committed  to  the  fidelity 
'  and   dexterity  of  the   most  illustrious   and 

*  noble,  our  intirely4)eloved  baron  Gortz,  privj- 

*  counsellor  of  themosc  serene  duke  of  Holttetn, 
'  and  chief  marshal  of  his  coun,  various  afiain 
'  for  our  service,  to  be  transacted  in  thoic 
'  places,  where  be  shall  reside  :  And  whereas 
'  the  present  circumstances  of  the  times  and  af* 
'  fairs  do  not  easily  permit,  that  we  should  bt 

*  able  to  furnish  him  with  particular  credential 

*  letters  (commonly  called  a  Full  Power)  A>i 
'  every  several  transaction :  To  prevent  there- 
'  fore  all  delay,  whicli  might  thence  arise,  we 

*  have  judged  it  necessary  to  constitute  by  these 
'  presents,  him,  the  said  baron  Gortz,  oar  mi- 
'  oiiter  plenipotentAry,  and  to  grant  him  fiitl 
'  power,  as  by  virtue  of  these  presents,  we  do 
'  grant  him  full  power,  to  treat  and  condodc, 

*  an  our  name,  with  all  and  singular  persooi  of 

*  what  condition  soever,  all  matters  which  maj 

<  relate  to  our  service,  and  be  for  our  interest; 
'  promising  on  our  royal  word,  that  we  will  ap- 
«  prove  and  ratify,  and  put  iuticely  in  execution, 

<  whatever  the  said  banm  Gortz  shall  so  trans- 
(  act  and  conclude.    In  sure  testimony  where- 

<  of,  we  have  caused  our  seal  to  be  afiixed  to 
( these  presents,  and  sif^ned  the  same  with  our 

<  own  band.  Given  at  Lund,  in  Schonen,  the 
i  ^3d  day  of  October,  1716.  Carolus.  (L.a) 
<U.  G.deMuUern.' 

On  the  13lh  of  January,  N.  S,  1717,  baron 
Gortz  wrote  from  Paris  the  following  letter 
to  count  Gyllenburg:  *<  I  am  to  acquaint  yoa, 
that  our  friends  here  are  charmed  with  my 
scheme.  '  They  have  caused  one  hundred  thou- 
sand livres  to  be  paid  me  down,  and  have  pre- 
mised to  get  the  rest  paid  to  me  in  H^Uand,  to 
the  sum  of  one  million  of  guilders.  I  vrill  go 
therefore,  and  give  orders  for  working  with  all 
possible  dispaich  on  the  men  of  war,  and  foi 

froviding  and  bringing  together  all  necessaries, 
shall  also  go  back  with  uU  expedition  to  Hol- 
land :  whence  you  will  have  further  advice 
from  me.  I  shall  wait  there  with  impatience 
the  coming  of  your  express,  and  of  l{ie  person 
who  is  to  speak  to  the  physician." 

At  the  same  time  M.  Gustavus  G^llenbtnr( 
wrote  the  count  his  brother  the  following  Note 
**  After  the' baron  had  signed  his  letter  to  yo« 
he  ordered  me  to  ttli  you  in  his  name,  that  i 
is  absolutely  necessary  onr  firiends  should  dd 
termine  speedily,  and  cause  the  mon^  to  b 
remitted,  and  paid  to  us,  without  any  delay 
for  otherwise  we  cannot  have  the  men  of  wa 
from  this  country  time  enough.'' 

Upon  the  receipt  of  baron  Gorts's  X«tter  c 
the  8th  of  January,  with  the  king  of  Swedea^ 
full  power,  count  GyUeuburg  wrote  an  Ansaa 
to  the  baron  at  Paris,  dated  at  London,  Jul 
1$,  X717|  wherein  he  begji  \mvi  ^  Jkn^ 
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the  fiitore,  tM  the  title  of  pleuipotaotiafj  t0 
the^recUoo  of  bit  ietter%  As  to  our  affair 
(oootifliies  he)  I  wont  unmoiliatoly  to  the  bouse 
of  Qoe  of  the  priocipai  of  my  fiieocU^  and  wi^h- 
oot  takioA  notice  ot  anj  ooldoeit  of  the  gentle- 
■len  in  I^ance^  I  told  him,  in  order  to  eogafle 
bim  to  speak,  that  I  had  jiut  received  jrour  ex- 
eelleo^  8  orders  to  gJTe  Kuch  an  acqnittaDce, 
M  k«d  been  demanded  of  me.  Ue  aeemed 
vary  weU  pleated,  and  told  me  in  aofwer  that 
bf,  who  bad  the  direction  of  the  whole  afiair, 
beiaf  ^ne  agnin'inte  the  ooontrj,  and  being 
not  to  retern  before  Saturday  ntxt,  nothing 
eoold  be  done  till  Monday ;  but  that  then  be 
niestioned  not  bot  I  should  be  satisfied.  We 
mil  see  what  that  gentleman  will  say  at  his 
retani;  and  unless  Sie  gentlemen  in  France 
lave  made  my  friends  here  alter  their  opinions, 
(which  1 4I0  ^ot  yet  find  they  have)  J  hope  all 
will  go  as  we  would  have  it ;  and  in  case  that 
shoeld  ndt  happen  so,  I  am  very  much  of  your 
cxoeU^acy's  opinion,  that- we  sh^ll  leave  all 
those  gentlemen  to  tbeir  ill  destiny,  and  go 
another  way  ta  work.*^My  Whig  friend  was 
eharmed  wiui,  year  excellency's  kiter,  which 
lie  read  over  and  over.  Many  others  of  the 
iMie  party  begin  to  diange  their  language  in 
our  ftnronr.  I  send  my  bvother  a  Uttb  piece, 
which  is  jnst  published  ^^ny  chapge,  and  writ 
in  apretty  moderate  stile.  There  is  something 
10  i^  of  oqr  own.  What  is  said  in  the  post-. 
BCfipt,  ia  praisie  of  the  prince,  is  in  order  to  gain 
the  pfince*s  party,  vhiofa  is  already  well  in- 
clined towards  us. — If  your  excelleiH:y  thinks  it 
proper  to  erder  me  to  Holland,  I  sb^ld  be  bf 
epioieo,  that  yon  should  send  the  like  orders  to 
aonsieur  Petkum,  00  pretence,  that  yoo  would 
receive  infonnation  from  us  both  together, 
coaceraing  the  postnro  of  affairs  bere  with  re- 
gard to  ear  comasoQ  snterests.  That  would 
Mt  give  any  umbrage,  vod  oqe  might  easily 
fiid  ont  wi^s  of  amusing  M.  Petbnm.'' . 

Mkc  this  lett^  reached  baron  dorts,  he 
^t  another  to  oenot  GyBenborg,  dated  at 
Psris,  Jannary  i6, 1717,  N.  S.  as  ^ws :  <'  I 
basejostnow  jnceived  here,  your  letters  of  the 
Ut,  dd^  4th,.  «nd  7th.  You  may  depend  <Bpon 
it.  Sir,  and  assnm  yoor  ^ends,  that  the  expedi- 
tion le  Eni^aiid  does.at  present  take  up  all  our . 
thoughts  and  attention.  It  will  depend  bot 
open-  swo  things ;  one  is,  the  procuring  four 
t>r€ve  ships  of  war;  nsid  the  other  is  monev. 
I  know  wlieio  jto  gee  .the^.former,  but  I  can  00 
•ethiog  without  ihe  ether*  I  cannot  siitn  the 
eoatmcis  that  am  ofiered  me.  Your  friends 
most  take  care  tp  semove  that  obstacle,  and  to 
proeade  fn  the  odiec  souadroo.  There  is  not 
a  mement  to  lose :  Tne  time  is  very  short : 
.Oar  friends  on  due  side  have  assuned  me,  tbat 
the  money  shenki  be  ready  forthwith.  By 
year  lettets  I  am  to  believr,  there,  nre  80,000/. 
«mhr.  I  hesewith  send  yon  the  aopiittance, 
vbx^  I  hmre  given  here,  that  yon  may  draw 
years  conformably  to  -hi  which  yon  will'  ex-.> 
<his^  bemaief  hr  mine,  wlndi  I  will  send 
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yon,  a^r  you  have  let  me  know  the,  names  oC 
the  creditors,  and  that  you  have  received  the 
money.  We  are  here  agreed  upon  the  plan  of 
our  enterprize ;  and  I  am  promised  a  man  to' 
be  sent  to  IfoUand,  who  will  bring  me  wh«t 
farther  informations  may  be  wanting.  You  may 
likewise  assure  your  friends,  that  oer  prince 
win  certainly  be  of  the  party;  but  J  conjure 
you  to  give  nothing  in  writing  about  this  nego- 
ciation,  except  what  relates  to  tlie  acquittances 
upon  the  foot  abovemen(ioned. — I  do  not  ex- 
pect to  hear  from  you  any  more  here,  but  at 
Holland ;  and,  if  your  man  should  have  been 
got  thither  in  my  ebsence,  he  would  have  found 
Stambkf  fully  instructed.— I  herewith  send  yon 
back  the  contracts  signed,  according  to  your 
desire.  The  positive  promise  of  letting  them 
have  iron,  puts  me  under  soipe  difficulty,  be- 
cause I  had  no  thoughts  of  preparing  for  so 
great  a  quantity.  As  to  your  money,  you  may 
keep  an  account  of  what  yoo  shall  receive 
4,0QQ  crowns.  I  have  not  yet  proposed  to  the 
king  that  augaaentation ;  but  I  am  in  hopes  of 
obtaining  it  for  you.-^In  the  mean  time,  ero^ 
ploy  all  your  skill,  in  order  to  give  the  court  all 
the  trouble  that  is  possible,  in  the  next  session, 
in  relation  to  their  condt/ct  io  the  a^airs  of  the 
North;  and  tell  me  from  whence  nroceede 
the  good  disposition  wherein  Walpoie  seco^ 
to  be." 

Th^  form  of  the  Acquittance  mentioned  and 
inclosed  in  this  Letter  of  baron  Gortz  to  count 
Gyllenburg,  is  as  follows :  *  I,  the  underwritten 
'  plenipoteQtiary  of  his  majesty  the  king  c^ 
'Sweden,  acknowledge  to  have  received  of 
'  for  the  service  of  his  Swedish  ma- 

« iesty,  the  smn  of  which  the  said 

*  has  found  means  of  lending  to  ^is  said  ma* 
'  jesty ;  which  sum  of  I  promise,  on  thn 

*  part  (7f  his  majesty,  in  virtue  or  the  full  power; 
'  which  I  have  from  his  said  majesty,  and  whidk 

*  I  have  produced  in  due  form,  to  cause  to  be 
'  repaid  to  the  said  or  his  order,  in 
'  the  space  of  two  years,  to  commence  from 

*  th^  date  of  thb  acquittance;  so  that  every 
'  fbur  months  there  slmll  be  paid  a  sixth  part 

*  of  the  priujcipal,  together  wltn  interest  at  the 
'  rate  of  one  half  per  cent,  by  the  month,  and 
'  so  on,  to  the  full  payment  oft  the  total  sum. 

5  In  virtue  and  token  whereof  I  have  signed  * 
'  these  presents,  the  11th  of  Jan.  1717. 

*  The  bumn  dc  GoRxa.' 

.  The  next  Letter  is  from  count  GyUenburg,  to 
baron  Gorts,  dated  »t  JLondon,  Jannary  IflL 
1717,  N.S.  as  follows: 

«<My  firiend,  that  directs  the  whole  af&ir^ 
ceme  back  Crqm  the  country  last  Saturday  night, 
as  I  had  the  honour  |o  acquaint  your  excellency 
that  he  would,  in  my  Ifist*  He  hath  this  df^ 
let  me  know,  that  upon  a  letter,  wbicb  he  re- 
ceived from  mv  lord  Mar,  to  remit  forthwith 
20,000/.  into  France,  to  the  queen  dowager  of 
Eoeland,  Who  was  to  pay  it  to  us,  he  biKl  ob^ 
tuflJiy  remitted  that  money,  whicb  he  bope4 
was  aheady  paid  to  your  excellency.  ^Qe 
asked  my  |MrdoiLfor  ant  bavmccprnmimitnted 
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tbi»  19  me  tooner,  having  been  obliged  to*  go 
into  the  country  the  moment  the  tmin  was 
<ti»|Mitclied.  He  ad^ed,  that  he  bad  desired 
further  orders  from  my  lord  Mar,  with  respect 
to  the  ulace,  where  the  r^t  oftbe  money  should 
be  paid.  I  doubt  niit  but  that  baron  Sparre  has 
already  had  advice  of  all  this,  and  that  be  has 
acquamted  tour  excellency  With  it;  which, 
however,  I  beg  yoa  wonld  /forthwith  let  me 
know,  that  I  may  quiet  (he  minds  of  my  fViends 
here,  who  imagine,  that  the  said  baron  doth  not 
Act  in  concert  with  your  excellency  in  an  affiedr, 
whereia  the  feait  misunderstaoding  might  do 
a  great  deal  of  mischief.  I  have  told  them, 
that  your  eicetl^ncy  designed,  tliat  I  should 
come  to  yon  in  Holland,  to  concert  every  thini; 
with  you;  witli  which  they  were  very  well 
satisfied.  But  I  have  told  them,  that  I  will 
not  go'  thither  with  empty  hands,  and  that  they 
ought  at  least «to  get  10,000^.  ready  for  me  to 
cany  with  me.  L  hare  also  desired  them  to 
get  me  a  letter  from  the  brother  of  the  czar's 
pbvsician',  which  might  serve  to  introduce  me 
to  him,  if  your  excellency  thinks  fit  Co  employ 
me  to  Bp^k  to  him.  I  cannot  express  to  your 
excellency  my  concern,  that  the  affair  above- 
mentioned  sfckCnld  have  taken  a  turn,  which  I 
did  not  expect ;  and  which,  for  ought  I  know, 
may  not  be  pleasing  to  yonr  excellency.  Even 
m^  friends  are  dissatisfied  at^  it,  every  thing 
beii^  done  unknown  to  them.  But,  as  they 
are  obliged  to  have  great  regard  for  the  di- 
rector of  the  a£Bur,  who  is  a  persoa  of  very  great 
cons^equence,  they  must  seem  to  be  satisfied. 
If  yonr  excellency,  after  this,  thinks  it  neces- 
'  tarf  far  me  to  come  to  Holland,  I  beg  your 
orciers  therein  as  soon  as  possible,  that  I  may 
take  my  measures. — After  I  had  written  these 
lines,  I  received  the  favour  of  your  excellency's 
of  the  13th,  from  whence  I  perceive,  with  a 
great  deal  of  pleasure,  that  our  affair  is  begun. 
X  read  it  to  one  of  my  friends,  who  told  me, 
that  that  wai  the  sum,  of  which  he  had  spoken 
to  me  some  days  ago,  and  wliich  I  mentioned 
in  one  of  mv  former :  that  he  then  believed  it 
to  be  8,000/.  but  that  it  was  but  6,600/.  which 
exactly  answers  that  which  has  been  paid  to 
your  excellency,  and  which  makes  part  of  the 
S0,000/.  that  U^s  been  remitted.  He  has  pro* 
mijted  mc  to  hasten  the  rest,  but  I  should  think, 
that  it  would  be  necessary  that  our  friends  in 
France^  from  whom  tiiey  expect  the  orders, 
should  pray  them  to  dispatch  it  with  all  hai>te. 
Me  has  given  me  hopes,  that  I  shall  have  a 
good  sum  with  me^  when  1  go  to  Holland.'' 

Tlie  next  Letter  is  of  connt  Qyllenburg,  to 
baron  Gortz,  dated  at  London,  January  93, 
1717,  in  which  he  writes  thus : — «  The  day 
before  yesterday,'!  received  the  favour  of  your 
excellency*s  of  ^  li§tb.  The  inclosed  tripli- 
cate of  that  which  I  had  the  honour  to  write 
your  exoeliency  by  the  last  post,  will  shew  you 
the  train,  that  oar  affairs  are  in.  in  the 
me^n  time  I  have  told  oar  friends,  that  your 
•xcellency  thought  my  voyage  to  Holland  abso- 
lalf  ^  neonsary,  in  order  to  conoert  with  me 
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the  necessary  measures  for  the  enterprize ;  but, 
that  your  excelleiicy  would  by  no  means  bat% 
me  sti)r  firom  thence,  withoi^t  canymg  with  me 
what  money  should  be  necessary.  That  it  there- 
fore lay  upon  them  now  to  rtake  the  best  use 
of  the  time,  which  was  so  orecious  to  us,  and 
to  put  me  in  a  condition  of^  going  with  the  6rst 
opportunity. — lliey  promts^  me  to  do  their 
best,  that  my  voyage  might  not  be  deferred  longer 
than  the  end  of  the  next  week.    In  case  I  can 
by  that  means  bring  them  to  hasten  their  dis- 
bursement, it  will  anerwards  depend  u|K)a  your 
excellency's  pleasure,  whether  I  shall  go  to' pay 
my  respects  to  yon  or  not.— Your  excellency 
may  be  assured,  chat  I  do  aQ  in  my  power  to 
traverse  the  ill  designs  of  our  enemies.    The 
printed  piece  indos^,  wherein  I  have  spoken 
entirely  as  an  Englishman,  is  a  small  spedoien 
of  what  is  to  foHow.    I  do  not  know  whether 
Mr.  Walpole's  expressions  were  the  effect  of 
his  first  rage,  on  account  of  his  brother-in-law, 
my  lord  Tot^shend's  being  removed,  or  whether 
they  came  from  his  heart.    We  shall  be  beuer 
able  to  judge  of  those  gentlemen  after  the 
kingfs  arrival,  when  4t  shall  appear,  if  they 
have  reason  to  be  satisfied;   for  it  is  from 
thence,  that  they  will  form  their  scheme  of 
politics.— It  is   strongly  reported  hare,  that 
your  excellency  has  made  a  daclaiacion,  that 
the  king,  having  wavbd  all  preKminarj   de- 
mands, has  accepted  the  emperoi^s  mediation, 
and  agreed  to  send  his  plenipoteDtiarics  to 
Brunswick,  I  most  humbly  bee  your  escetteacy 
will  let  me  know  what  truth  tfaa:e  is  io  k." 


at  Gyllenburg,  dated  at  Paris,  Janaary  S7, 
7,  N.  S.  wherein  he  says :   **  Yoors  of  the 


,     The  next  Letter  b  from  baroo  6orti  ta 
count  G 
1717, 

18th,  with  the  duplicate,  i  come  safe  to  my 
hands.  Your  friends  are  m  the  wrong,  ta 
imagine,  that  M.  Sparre  and  I  do  not  act  in 
concert  in  this  affair.  He  has  comrnanl- 
cated.  every  thing  to  me  with  the  greatest 
exactness,  and  not  being  authorized  himaelf  to 
enter  upon  this  affisir,  nor  to  receive  the 
money,  he  has  left  all  to  my  diapoaaL  I 
have  even  put  into  his  heads  adiQittaneeiy 
where  the  sum  is  left  in  blanks,  that  h«  maj 
make  use  of  them  in  my  absence,  as  aoon  a^ 
the  money  is  come.  The  firiends,  which  are  in 
France,  shall  be  writ  to,  to  press  thoae  in 
Engtkod,  to  .furnish,  as  soon  as  possibte,  tb4 
million  of  Dutch  guilders,  whick  we  bav« 
agreed  on;  and  I  must  needs  tell  yoa,  that] 
c&nnot  take  the  least  step  in  relation  to  th^ 
ships,  which  are  absolutely  necessary  to  ua  fin 
carrying  on  this  enterprise^  before  I  am  h 
possession  of  that  whole  sum ;  for,  if  I  sIkhiU 
begin,  and  the  money  afterwards  not  oooio  ia 
die  sum  employed  upon  this  occasion  would  bt 
iust ;  not  to  speak  of  the  disgrace  it  would  hi 
Tor  me,  to  have  entered  up6n  an  affiur  wttbool 
being  able  to  go  through  with  it. — ^As  for  yoifi 
voyage  into  Holland,  that  hliewiae  depends  oi 
the  payaeat  of  this  money.  .  WiasD  you  baw 
secured  that  point,  you  will  do  me  a  pl^siaufi 
in  coming  over  to  mcjij^f amiihad » widi  all  th 
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rafoffiMtiDiis  UndMg  to  the  execotion  of.  oar  i 
dedgn,  w)u€h  mt^j  itiU  be  wftntiog.    I  will  j 
write  neit  poet  to  Petkuia,  to  a>oio  along 
wkli  yoo." 

The  Lords'  Address  of  Itanks.]  After  the 
Kiriff 8  Speech  had  been  read  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  the  duke  of  Newcastle  moved  for  an 
Address  of  Thanks^  which  was  agreed  to  nem. 
ton,  Neit  day,  his  grace  reported  the  said 
Address,  which  occasioned  a  debate  :  lord 
Coningsby  having  enforced  what  was  suggested 
therein,  viz.  Tjiat  the  late  peace  was  treacher- 
ous and  dishonourable  ;  the  bishop  of  London 
thought  it  incumbent  upon  him  to  defend  it, 
and  said,  ^  That  he  drew  up  himself  the  in- 
struments of  that  Treaty;  and  that,  in  his 
opinion,  it  was  as  good  a  peace  as  had  been 
concluded  for  these  forty  years  pasu"  Here- 
u|>on  lord  Coniugsby  replied,  **  That  he  did 
not  intend  any  personal  reflection,  but  that, the 
venerable '  prelate  who  spoke  last,  might  re- 
member, that  about  two  years  ago,  when  the 
ministers,  who  made  the  late  peace,  were  im- 
peached, bis  lordship  declared,  that  he  was 
kept  in  the  dark,  and  scarce  knew  any  thing 
of  what  was  doing  at  Utrecht.^' 

Feb.  33.  The  Lords  waited  upon  the  king 
with  their  Address ;  which  was  as  follows  : 
**  Most  Gracious  Sovereign; 

"  Wo  ^our  majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  the  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal  in 
parliament  assembled,  beg  leave  to  return 
your  majesty  our  most  humble  and  hearty 
thanks  for  your  majesty's  most  gracious  Speech 
from  the  throne ;  and  to  congratulate  your 
majesty  on  your  safe  and  happy  return  to  tJiese 
your  dominions ;  and  on  the  prudent  admi- 
nistration of  his  royal  highness  the  prince  of 
Wales,  under  your  majesty,  and  the  great  cal^ 
he  took  of  the  peace  and  security  of  the  king- 
dom, during  your  majesty's  absence. 

**  We  are  sensible  that  the  gross  defects  and 
pernieiotts  consequeaces  of  the  late  Treaty  of 
Utrecht  could  not  have  been  remedieil  but  by 
your  majesty's  unwearied  application^  for  the 
gJMxl  of  your  subjects ;  and  by  that  just  re- 
^d  which  it  paid  by  foreign  potentates  to 
your  knowB  wisdom  aiid  integrity.  It  is  with 
uaspeakaibU  satisfactioii  that  we  see  your 
majesty's  endeavours  suooessfal  in  such  cuo- 
ventioos,  as  have  already  given  new  life  to  oar 
trade  and  credit;  aiMJ  particularly,  in  the 
treaty  lately  ooncladed  with'  France  and  the 
States  Geueral.  As  jrour  majesty  has,  by  this 
Treaty,  Teco^ered  to  as,  in  so  great  a  measure, 
those  advantages  which  might  have  been  ex- 
pected from  a  glorious  and  successful  war,  and 
were  g^ren  up  by  a  treacherous  and  diJhonoar- 
able  peace;  we  beg  leave  to  congratulate  yoUr 
VMij^y  apoD  an  alliance  which  opens  to  us  so 
fair  a  prospect  of  an  nudistarbed  succession,  an 
e^ual  balance  of  power^  and  a  floorishiog 
commert^e. 

**  We  return  your  miyesty  oar  most  humble 
thaaks,  for  your  miyesty's  gracioas  oondescen^ 
«ioa,  in  having  leu  btfora  jonr  parlkunent 


the  discoyt nes  concerning  ibe  intciiisd  f  nr n^ 
sion;  and  cannot  but  re^ffd  with  the  utmost 
li'irrbr'  and  indignation,  the  malice  flad  mh 
gratitude  of  those  who  have  encouraged  such' 
an  attempt  against  their  king  and  country. 

«  Wc  are  sotiy  to  find  that  your  majesty's 
lenity  has  been  ioeffsctual  towards  the  reclaim* 
ing  a  fSsction,  who  have  rendered  themselves 
so  obnoxious  to  your  justice:  and  we  do  assot* 
your  majesty,  that  wte  will,  to  the  utmost  of  our 
power,  support  your  majesty  against  the  de> 
signed  Invasion,  and  all  your  enemies,  both  at 
home  and  abroad^  in  such  a  manner,  that,  by 
the  blessing  of  Almighty  God,  neither  the 
rashness  of  the  one  nor  the  wickedness  of  the 
other,  shall  be  ever  able  to  fttvwai.'' 

The  King*s  Answer."]  The  King*8  Answer  was 
as  follows : 

•'  My  Lords ; 

"  I  thank  you  for  this  Address,  which  is  so  • 
full  of  expressions  of  duty  to  me,  and  seal  for 
your  country ;  and  I  make  no  doubt  but  that 
with  your  support  and  assistance,  under  God, 
we  shall  get  the  better  of  all  our  enemies^  both 
at  home  and  abroad.^ 

The  Commoni  Address  of  Thanks,}  After 
the  Papers  relating  to  an  Invasion  from  Sweden 
was  read  in  the  House  of  Commons,  Mr. 
Thomas  Onslow  moved  for  «n  Address  of 
Thanks  to  his  mijesty*  He  was  seconded  by 
sir  John  Brownlow,  who  said,  That  we  had  no 
need  of  the  king  of  Sweden  to  nudntain  the 
English  liberties  and  support  the  church  of 
England.  This,  in  count  Gyilenboiig's  and 
baron  Grortz's  letters,  was  hinted  to  be  the 
pretenc«e  of  the  intended  Invasion.  Mr.  Hun* 
gerford  took  this  occasion  to  say,  That  he  was 
sorry  to  find  that  a  member,  he  ba^  in  his  eye, 
(meaning  Mr.  Robert  Walpole),  was  mentioned 
in  tljose  letters ;  but  that  he  bed  the  hononr  to 
defend  him  formerly,  and  would  be  ready  to  do 
the  like  for  the  future. 

February  21.  Mr.  Thomas  Onslow  reported 
the  Address  to  his  majesty,  which  was  read 
and  agreed  to  by  the  House ;  after  wbich,  they 
ordered,  nem.  con.  That  a  bill  should  h% 
brought  in  to  authorize  his  majesty  to  prohibit 
commerce  with  Sweden,  during  such  time  as 
his  majesty  should  think  it  necessary  for  th« 
safety  and  peace  of  this  kingdom.  A  member 
having  moved  for  declaring  War  against  Swe- 
den, scneral  Stanhope  said.  That  it  was  timn 
enough  to  do  that,  if  the  king  of  Sweden  re« 
fused  to  disown  the  practices  of  his  ministers. 

.  February  33.    The  House  presented  the  fol- 
lowing Address  to  the  kingi 

"  Most  Gracious  Sovereign ; 
*'  Your  majesty's  dutiful  aiM  loyal  subjects, 
the  Commons  of  Great  Bntain  in  parliament 
assembled,  return  yonr  majesty  their  humblest 
thanks  for  your  most  gracious  speech  from  the 
throne. 

'<  Your  miyesty^  safe  and  happy  return  into 
yoor  kingdoms  gave  an  tmivenal.  joy  to  all 
your  people ;  aid  as  the  prodent  adminiilnip 
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tioo  tiTM  goveiTMtieac  by  bit  rojml  highBefit 
th»  prsBce  of  Wales,  uoder  your  iMJ^tty,  did 
in  flome  degree  make  tbt  want  of  your  royal 
presence  iBore  easy  to  us,  we  beg  Jea^te  to 
congratulate  year  majesty  apon  tbe  peace  and 
seeuhty  chat,  during  your  majesty's  absence, 
was,  by  the  great  care. of  bis  royal  bigbness, 
preserved  in  tbe  kingdom,  to  tbe  g^ieral  satis* 
faction  of  all  your  subjects. 

**  We  can  never  sufficiently  acknowledge 
tbe  repeated  instances  of  your  mijetty^  good- 
ness^ and  an  wearied  concern  for  tbe  welfare 
of  yoar  kingdom;  vre  see  witfa  admiration 
many  of  tbe  fbtol  deiecu  of  tbe  Treaty  of 
Utrecbt,  and  tbe  great  disadvantages  that 
were  imposed^  «pon  tbb  nation,  at  tbe  bead 
of  a  victorious  army  and  powerful  confederacy, 
bappily  remedied  by  your  majesty,  even  in  this 
midst  of  intestine  dangers  and  troubles. 
Your  consummate  wisdom  bas  renewed  tbps^ 
alliances  that  were  basely  betrayed  and  dis< 
solved,  and  poncluded  such  new  treaties  as 
may  render  the  peace  safe  and  lasting;  and 
v/t  are  at  a  loss  to  determine,  whether  in 
future  ages  tbe  suffering  the  demolition  of  tbe 
port  of  Dunkirk  to  be  scandalously  evaded, 
will  lit  a  greater  reproach,  or  tbe  procuring  tbe 
destmction  of  tbe  sluices  of  Mardyke  a  greater 
honour  to  tbe  British  nation. 
,  ^  We  cannot  at  tbe  same  time,  bat  with  tbe 
highest  resentment  and  indignation,  look  upon 
the  obstinate- and  inveterate  rancour  of  ibose 
who  are  again*  eodeavoaring  to  embroil  their 
native  country  in  blood  and  coufosion.  It  is 
astonishing  lo  6nd,  tbait  any,  who  call  them- 
selves Protestants,  can  be  so  inflexiblip  and 
restless  in  their  endeavoun,  to  impose  upon  us 
a  Popish  Pretender;  and  rather  venture  to 
subject  tbe  kingdom  to  a  foreign  yoke,  than 
depart  from  their  darling  and  avowed  design  of 
altering  and  subverting  tbe  present  happy  es- 
tablishment in  the  protestant  succession. 

*<  We  adore  the  watchful  eye  of  heaven,  that 
bos  so  wonderfully  guarded  and  protected  vour 
•acred  person,  and  pannot  too  much  extol  the 
wisdom  and  vigilance  that  have  been  used  in  so 
early  and  seasonably  discovering  this  desper- 
ate attempt.  And  in  order  most  effectually  to 
defeat  it,  your  faithful  Commons,  with  hearts 
sincerely  zealous  iu  the  cause  of  their  king  and 
country,  assure  your  majesty^  that  they  will  to 
the  utmost  stand  by  and  support  your  mHJesty 
IL^ainst  all  your  enemies  at  home  and  abr(»ad, 
tpat  shall  in  any  manner  presume  to  aid  or  abet 
the  PreCf nder  to  your  crown,  and  will  most 
cheerfully  grant  to  your  majesty  such  Supplies 
as  shall  beLfound  necessary  torthesafery  ofyour 
royal  person,  and  the  defence  of  the  kingdom. 

**  We  are  all  but  too  Sensible  of  the  uusiip- 
portable  weight  of  tbe  National  Debts,  and 
therefore  will  not  neglecr  to  apply  onrselves 
witl^  all  possible  diligence  and  attention,  to  the 
grtat  and  neoeasary  work  of  reducing  and  les- 
^•ening,  by  degrees,  this  heavy  bu  rthen,  which 
may  prove  the  most  efiectmu  means  of  pre- 
•ervrng  to  ^bf  wfiAk  fcndi  «  r^  nod  certain 
If^MTity.' 


The  'Kim^i  Amtrnt.}     T»   ibi 
his  majesty  gav«  the  foUowiog  Ansn 
<*  Gentlemen  : 

*<  The  duty  and  teal  which  you 
tliis  loyal  Address^  to  my  peraon  and* gov 
ment,  your  aft^tionate  concern  ibr  tM  weW 
fare  ofyottr  country,  your  promises  of  an  efi^ 
tual  support  against  all  our  enemies  at  hooM 
and  abroad,  and  your  resohition  of  applying 
yourselves  to  eas^  my  people,  bv  reducing 
gradually  the  heavy  load  of  the  public  debts, 
deserve  my  hearty  thanks.  You  sbaU  never 
have  cause  to  repent  of  the  confidence  yon  re- 
pose in  me :  the  honour,  welfare,  and  pros* 
perity  of  the  nation  being  what  I  have  chieij 
at  heart." 

JMbeton  r^kting  to  the  Ltmd  Jbrces.]  Morels 
4.  In  a  grand  conunittea  on  the  Supply,  it  was 
moved  to  take  into  consideration  the  cstimatef 
relating  to  tha  land  forces :  upon  whicl^sir  Rob. 
Davers,  Mr  Freeman,  and  Mr.  Hoogeribrd  en* 
deovoured  to  get  that  a^air  put  off  to  anotWr 
day,  by  moving  that  Mir.'Farrer,  the  chairman, 
should  leave  the  chair.  They  alledged,  *^t1wt 
tbe  late  Rebellion  being  bappily  sappresaed,niKl 
tbe  Swedish  Conspimcy  seasonably  discovened, 
there  was  reason  to  hope,  that  the  counties  of 
England  wpuld  soon  be  eased  of  tbe  grievom 
burthen  of  quartering  soldiers ;  but  if  it  ap- 
peared, that  the  king  of  Sweden  j^rsiated  m 
his  design  to  invade  Great  Britain,  thmj 
would  all  readily  give  their  votes  for  keeping 
tbe  present  forces  on  foot.  Mr.  R.  Walpole, 
general  Stanhope,  Mr,  John  Smith,  Mr.  W. 
Pukeney,  general  Lumley,  and  several  other 
courtiers,  on  the  contrary,  urged  the  necessity 
of  taking  speedy  and  vigorous  resolutions  in 
relation  to  the  army  ;  and  after  a  debate  that 
lasted  near  two  hours,  the  question  beiuj^  put. 
That  tbe  chairman  leave  the  chair,  it  was 
carried  in  the  negative,  by  a  minority  of  fiS% 
voices  against  57. 

Debate  on  Mr,  R.  Walpoi^s  Motmn  far  hor^ 
rtncine  600,000/  ft/t  tktpmb^c  Servkt  mt  4/.  per 
ceaf.]  i>!larch5.  Mr.Farrer  reporud  the  Reaolfr- 
tions  taken  the  day  belbi^,  in  the  grand -cov}* 
mittee  on  the  supply ;  #hich  %etog  agjreed  co^ 

Mr.  'R.  WalpoU  tnoved,  and  it  was  r«^ 
solved,  nemr  con.  **  That  whosoeter  aliall  ad- 
vance or  lend  any  iom,  not  exceedinf  eM,^OOC 
for  the  service  of  tbe  public  by  sea  or  hnkd, 
tAiall  be  repuid'tbe  stme  with  inverosti  at  4l. 
per  cent  out  of  tbe  irst  Aid  to  be  granted  thh 
session  of  parliament  **Tbe  putting  tbe  inter- 
est of  this  inta)d«d  loan  so  low  as  4(  per  cent 
gave  reason  to  surmise.  That  thoate,  who  bad  tbe 
management  of  bit  majjesty's  treasnry,  d|e«gDed 
to  put  on  rtie  same  Ibot  the  intereara  of  dl  pub- 
lic Funds  :  Whereupon, 

Mr.  Lsehmere  Mok  notice,  **  That  sewral 
icfiem'^s  and  proposs^ls  for  reducing  tbe'Natioti* 
al  Debts  had  bc-en  pnated  ^d  dkper!Kd» 
which  gave  the  per^oxib  concerned  in  the  pub- 
lic securities  tbe  greater  nntsasniess;  in  that 
ther^  was  reason  fo  apprtbend,  that  those 
scbet^et  oankO  %\ftptA  mm  tfie  ftintf  eM 
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cottMtfMtotofmeainerMt  places  :  Thlit  the 
generml  ^limn  which  thShaii  occttiooed  among 
tbe  flMiiied   nen,  mighc  very  sensibly  affect 

SmMie  cvedit^  and  h^,  at  thii  jvocture,  of  very 
aagereos  cousequenca  t  To  prerent  which, 
be  thought  it  tiecessary^  to  move.  That  the 
HMae  woaid  come  to  a  resolatbn,  eifectQally, 
to  make  g9od  all  parliamentary  eagagemcDt^. 
Totbk 

Mr.  Hafttrf  WalpoU  hmnediately  aiuwered, 
ThM  ilk  majesty  batiug,  with  great  teodemess, 
recomojemled  to  them  firom  tbe  throng,  the 
redttcingyby  degrees,  the  De)?ts  of  the  Nation ; 
aad  tho  CxmiiiioDS  having  afterwards  in  their 
Atidress  to  bis  majesty,  promised  to  apply 
ibemaelvesy  with  all  possible  diltgeni^  and  at- 
tentioo,  to  that  great  and  necessary  work,  they 
oQgbt  to  exerttbemselves^to  make  good  that  pro- 
mise, and  appoint  a  day  to  take  tl)at  important 
matter  into  consideration:  And  he  did  not  donbt 
bat  theCommons  would  then  shew  all  possible  re- 
gard to  justice  and  public  faith.  He  owned 
there  had  been,  indeed,  sevend  Schemes^  pnb- 
lisfaedy  relating  to  the  Reduction  of  the  National 
Debts,  but  that  they  were  made  by  private  per- 
sons, and,  he  did  assure  the  Hoose,  without  the 
participation  of  any  of  his  mi^esty*s  ministers, 
and  therefore  they  were  not  to  lie  regnrded ; 
but  that  in  a  short  time,  such  proposals  would 
be  laid  before  tbie  House,  as,  he  hoped,  Would 
give  them  satisfaction,  and  meet  with  their  ap- 
probation ;  therefore  he  moved,^  That  Mr. 
Lechmere^s  motion  might  be  thus  altered,  viz. 
**  That  this  House  will  effectually  make  good 
the  deficiencies  isf  all  parliamentary  enga^re- 
meots/*  This,  after  a  short  debate,  tvas  earned 
in  ibe  affirmative,  nenu  em.  But  mentbn  being 
made  of  the  great  services  done  by  the  Bank 
of  England,  and  those,  wbo  by  their  money 
had  supported  the  <5ourt  interest  and  tbe  pre- 
sent establishment. 

Mr.  Anlahk  took  notice  of  the  management 
of  some  Directors  of  the  Bank,  who,  upon  the 
alhiriDg  prospect  of  gain,  were  as  ready  to  sup- 
pOTt  the  late  ministry.  On- the  other  hand,  a 
coorder  having  deBed  any  body  to  charge  any 
breach  of  public  faith,  or  of  the  laws,  on  the 
administratioD,  since  bis  majesty's  Kappy  ac- 
cession, to  the  throne, 

Mr.  Hungefford  sard.  That  this  put  him  in 
mind  of  a  Corouation,  when  the  king*s  cham- 
pion coming  into  Westminster  Hall,  throws 
down  one  of  his  gloves  to  make  the  Challenge, 
but  that  lie  never  sftw  any  body  so  bold  as  to 
take  it  op. 

March  8.  While  the  House  was  in  a  Com- 
mittee on  the  Supply, 

Mr.  Leehmere  told  them.  That  he  was 
sen7  he  found  himself  obliged  to  take  notice, 
that  their  late  vote  for  a  loan,  at  4/.  per  cent 
interest,  was  like  to  prove  inetfectual,  there  not 
being  in  three  days  time  above  45,000/.  sob- 
frribed  to  the  h>an  of  (500,000/.  on  the  Land- 
tax.  And  therefore  since  the  present  exigency 
required  a  speedy  Supply,  he  thought  it  ne- 
cesearj,  and  therefore  moved,  H^at  a  day  be 
iippoiat94 10  oonsidor  farther  of  that  matter. 


Mr.  IMeri  Walpok  seconded  this  motion, 
and  said.  That  there  was  the  greater  necessity 
for  it,  because  be  was  informed,  that  some 
Stock  Jobbers,  m  order  tt^deter  the  parliament 
from  pursuing  the  design  of  reducing  the  public 
pebts,  had  formed  a  combination  to  distress 
the  government,  and  ruin  puhUc  credit,  which 
was  the  occasion  t6at  the  late  Vote  for  borrow* 
ing  600,000/.  afri/.  per  cent,  had  not  had  the 
desired  effect.     To  this 

Mr.  Leehmere  answered.  That  as  none  but , 
the  most  wicked  of  men  could  enter  into  such  h 
combination  against  tbe  good  of  their  country, ' 
so  tbe  honourable  member  that  spoke  last, 
wodd  do  well  to  name  them,  that  the  House 
might  shew  the  utmost  resentment  and  indig* 
don  against  them.  But  that  in  his  opinion, 
the  ill  success  of  tbe  loan  was  rather  mainly  oc- 
casioned by  some  r^ections  on  the  monied 
men  and  Stock  Jobber9,and  by  certain  maxims 
lately  advanced,  vi2.  ,That  the  parliament  may 
exert  their  aothorit^  to  extricate  themselves, 
by  reducing  the  National  Debts;  that  such  max- ' 
ims  could  nf)t  but  alarm  the  persons  Concernod 
in  tbe  ptrMtc  bounties;  and  the  more, when  they 
saw  that  a  shir  bad  been  put  upon  the  motion  , 
made  three  dnys  before,  **  That  all  Marlia- 
mentary  engagements  should  effectually  b* 
made  good.'^  That  be  still  thought  such  • 
Vote  absolutely  necessary  both  to  remove  peo* 
pie's  fears  and  jealousies,  and  to  vindicate  the 
nonour  and  justice  of  the  nation ;  and  that  the 
same  was  entirely  agreeable  to  his  majesn't 
sentiments,  who  in  his  first  Speech  to  tnis 
parliament,  had  been  pleased  to  recommend 
to  the  Commons,  in  a  particular  manner^ 
tbe  strict  observance  of  all  parliamentary 
engai^ments,  than  which  nothing  could  more 
contribute  to  the  support  of  the  credit  of  the  na- 
tion ;  with  which  opinion  of  his  majesty  the 
Commons  did  entirely  concur;  and  that  be 
could  not  believe,  that  any  of  his  majesty's  mi- 
nisters could  be  so  regardless  of  his  honour  and 
known  equity,  or  put  so  hard  a  thing  upon  him 
us  to  make  him  in  the  least  contradict  what 
l)e  had  in  so  solemn  a  manner  declared 
from  the  throne.  He  addedf  Tbnt  theCom- 
mons having  already  appointed  a  day  to  con- 
sider of  the  State  of  the  Nation,  witb  rela- 
tion to  tbe  Public  Debts,  he  would  not  anticipate 
that  important  affidr :  but  he  could  not  for- 
bear dedmring  on  this  occasion  his  private  opi- 
nion, that  it  w'ooM  be  the  greatest  ingratitude, 
as  well  as  injustice,  iu  tbe  least  to  wrong  those 
who  had  supported  the  government  iu  the  most 
pressing  exigencies  and  perilous  junctures,  and, 
on  all  occasions,  shewn  thehr  ze{u  and  affection 
for  the  Protesunt  succession.  That  he  had 
nothing  to  say,  as  to  soch  public  securities  as 
were  redeemable  by  parliament;  but  as  to  An- 
nuities granted  for  terms  of  jeara,  he  would  be 
positive,  that  they  coeld  not  be  meddled  with, 
without  breakmg  in  upon  parliameotarv  en- 
gagements, and  violating  the  public  faith ; 
since  those  annuities  were  not  to  be  looked 
upon  as  debts,  but  as  a  st^le  of  Annual  rents  for 
avalaableeoi»idcration,ofwlusb  contract  tbe 
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parliatuent  had  proposed  and  made  the  terms 
and  conditions,  and  the  rentees  became  pur- 
chasers upon  the  parliamentary  faith  and  secu- 
rity, ^nd  that,  besides  the  injustice  of  break- 
ing through  a  national  contract,  these  annuities 
could  not  be  touched,  without  occasioning  great 
confusion  andi  disputes  in  private  families,  by 
reatoQ  that  most  of  (he  said  annuities  had  been 
settled  fur  portions,  jointures  and  the  like/ 

Mr.  Walpole  in  ans^wer  to  this,  declared. 
That  there  never  had  been  a  design  to  use  anj 
compulsion  with  relation  to  Annuities ;  that,  in- 
deed, an  alternative  might  he  offered  to  the  pro- 
prietors of  them,  but  that  it  should  be  in  their 
choice  either  to  accept  or  refuse  it :  and  as  for 
such  funds  as  were  redeemable,  that  nothing 
should  be  proposed  that  did  not  entirely  con- 
sist with  justice  and  public  faith. 

Mr.  AUlabie  took  also  that  occasion  to  ex- 
plain some  expressions  he  used,  in  the  debate 
of  the  5th  instant,  io  relation  to  the  Bank  of 
England,  which  had  been  ainstrued  amiss; 
owning  that  they  had  supported  the  govern- 
ment m  the  most  difficult  exigencies  :  and 
th^t  in  his  opinion,  if  any  thing  ought  to  re- 
main untouched,  it  should  be  tM  Bank. 

After  a  debate  of  about  two  hours,  it  was 
resolved  to  consider  farther  of  the  Supply,  in  a 
grand  committee,  on  the  13th  of  March. 

March,  9.  The  House  agreed  to  the  resoln- 
tions  of  the  committee  on  the  Supply,  so  that 
the  money  already  voted  amounted  to  above 
,  two  millions. 

"Bjutdutiont  nspecting  the  Public  Deiiis.'] 
March  Sd.  Mr.  Farrer  reported,  from  the 
committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  whom  it  was 
referred  to  consider  of  the  State  of  the  Nation, 
in  relation  to  the  National  Den't,  the  Resolu- 
tions which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to 
the  House ;  which  were  read,  and  agreed  to  as 
follow ; 

1.  <'  Resolved,  That  all  the  public  funds,  re- 
deemable by  law,  that  do  not  exceed  five  pounds 
per  cent,  per  annum,  be  redeemed  according 
to  the  respective  provisoes,  or  clauses  of  re- 
demption, contained  in  the  acts  of  parliament 
for  that  purpose ;  or  with  c6nsent  of  the 
proprietors,  be  converted  into  an  interest 
or  annuity  not  exceeding  five  pounds  per  cent, 
per  annum,  redeemable  by  parliament. 

3.  **  That  his  majesty  be  enabled  to  borrow 
of  any  person  or  persons,  bodies  politic  or 
corporate,such  sum  or  sums  of  money  as  shall  be 
reqMisite  to  redeem  the  said  redeemable  funds  at 
any  rate,  not  exceeding  five  pounds  p^r  cent, 
per  annum  ;  and  to  secure  the  same  upon  the 
funds  so  to  be  redeemed. 

3.  **  That'the  annuity  of  106,501/.  ISf.  5rf. 
per  annum,  payable  to  the  Governor  and  Com- 
pany of  the  Bank  of  England,  out  of  House- 
Money,  by  virtue  of  several  acts  of  parliament 
ip  that  behalf,  for  the  principal  sum  of 
1^775,027/.  175. 10  Ji.  by  them  advanced,  be  re- 
deemed ;  or,  by  consent  of  the  said  governor  and 
company  converted  ioto  an  interest  or  annuity. 


not  to  exceed  5/.  per  cent  per  aoaum,  re- 
deemable by  parliament. 

4.  *'  That  so  much  of  the  fund,  commonly 
called  the  aggregate  fund,  settled  by  an  act  of 
parliament  in  the  first  year  of  ihe  reign  of  hi>     I 
present  majesty,  as  is  applicable  to  the  interest,     { 
circulation,  exchanging,  or  .cancelling,  the  pre- 
sent exchequer  bili^  be  also  redeemed.      '  j 

5.  **  That  his  majesty  l^e  enabled  to  autho-  I 
rize  the  high  treasurer,  or  the.  commissioners  of 
the  treasury,  i'or  the  time  being,  to  treat  and 
agree  with  any  person  or  persons,  bodies  poli- 
tic or  corporate,  for  circulating  such  a  number 
of  exchequer-bills,  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  four 
pounds  ten  shillings  per  cent,  per  annum,  for 
interest,  exchanging,  and  circulation,  as,  may  ,he 
charged  and  secured  upon  that  part  of  the  said 
aggregate  fund  so  to  be  redeemed. 

6.  <*  That  the  aimuities  of  600,000/.  and 
8,000/.   per  annum,  payable  to  the  Governor  - 
and  Company  of  Merchants  of  Great  Britain 
trading  to  the  Soutb-Seas,  be  also  redeemed. 

7.  "  That  the  annuities  payable  by  an  aaof 
parliament,  of  tlie  13th  year  of  the  reign  of  kii^ 
William,  to  certain  patentees  therein  nameo, 
their  heirs  and  assigns,  out  of  the  weekly 
sum  of  3,700/.  charged- on  t))e  Excise,  bealsa 
redeemed. 

8.  "  That  the  several  terms  of  years  remain- 
ing in  the  duties  appropriated  by  the  two  lot- 
tery acts,  made  and  passed  in  the  ninth  year  of 
the  reign  of  her  late  majesty  queen  Anne,  of 
blessed  memory,  and  by  two  lottery  acts  made 
and  passed  in  the  tenth  year  of  her  said  late 
majesty's  reign,  be  made  perpetual. 

9.  '*  That  the  said  duties  comprehended  in 
the  said  four  lottery  acts,  be  made  one  general 
fund  for  the  fhture. 

10.  '*  That  tlie  proprietors  of  the  orders, 
grounded  on  the  saici  lottery  acts,  do,  within  a 
limited  time,  make  their  elections,  either  to  ao»* 
cept  annuities  after  the  rate  of  ive  per  cent, 
per  ann.  redeemable  by  parliament  out  of 
such  general  fund  ;  or  be  paid  so  much  as  re- 
mains due  to  them  on  their  orders  respec- 
tively. 

11.  '^  That,  in  all  cfises  where  the  propric* 
tors  shall  choose  to  have  their  principal,  the  five 
per  cent,  per  annum,  saired  thereby,  be  made, 
another  fund,  towardis  answering  such  sums  of 
money  as  shall  be  advanced,  towsirds  discharging 
the  said  principal,  by  loans,  or  other  securities, 
as  shall  be  thought  proper. 

12.  ''  That  his  majesty  be  enabled  to  sive 
power  for  receiring  voluntary  subscriptions  fron& 
any  person  or  persons,  intitled  to  an;  of  the  an-  | 
nulties  ibsuing  out  of  the  public  funds,  for  the 
residue  of  the  respective  terms  of  99  years,  96 
years,  89  years,  or  32  years,  formerly  purchased 
therein,  not  being  subject  to  redemption,  who 
bhall  be  willing  to  accept,  in  lieu  tliereof,  per- 
petual annuities,  redeemable  by  parliament ; - 
and  to  allow,  for  the  remaining  terms  in  the 
said  annuities,  which  were  purchased  for  99 
years,  96  years,  or  89  years,  at  the  electioa  of 
the  respective  subscribers,  either  so  much  aa 
the  same  annuities  shall  amount  to  at  19  Jjeacil 
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this  kloidom  be  in  peaoe;  whicb/^e  tbinii^ 
muftt  iiievitably  tub?  ert  tbe  ancieDt  bonstitotioA 
of  this  realnri^  'aod  fobject  tbe  tatjecti  to  ar^ 
bitniry  power.\ 

9.  "  Becmise,  by  this  Bill,  the  tddiera  are 
eiempted  from  being  arrested  by  process  of  law^ 
at  the  suit  of  any  person  for  recorering  a  jusc 
debtyor-upon  any  action  ivhatsoever;  which 
is  a  great  injostice  to  thesabjects,  taking  from 
them  the  benefit  of  the  law  for  recovering  their 
jost  demands,  and  for  obtaining  satisfaction  for 
any  injary  done  them  by  a  soldier,  either  by 
wounding  or  maiming,  or  wrongfoliy  taking 
away  his  goods :  and,  we  conceive,  this  wil 
be  to  far  from  preserving  good  order  and  dii- 
cipline  in  the  army,  that,  on  the  contrarv,  it^ 
will  be  a  great  encouragement  to  the  soldiers^ 
to  live  in  their  quarters  m  all  manner  of  licexv* 
tiousness ;  and  to  insult  tbeir  fellow  subjects^ 
both  in  their  persons  and  estates,  when  they 
knowy  that  by  this  law  they  are  disabled  firom 
obuining  any  effectual  satisfaction  from  tbem^ 
by  the  course  of  justice,  for  any  soch  violence 
or  injury ;  and  the  only  reason  offered  to  justify 
.this  exemption  from  arrests,  being  to  prevent 
the  taking  soldiers  out  of  his  majesty's  service 
by  collusive  arrests,  we  think  the  preventing 
such  an  imaginary  mischief  can  be  no  rensoft 
to  discharge  the  persons  of  soldiers  from  being 
taken  upon  any  avil  process,  where  the  cause 
of  action  is  real,  which  is  a  privilege  only  bt» 
longing  to  a  peer  of  the  realm. 

3.  **  Because  this  Bill  doth  establish  martial 
law,  extending  to  the  life  of  the  offenders,  ia 
time  of  peace,  which,  we  conceive,  is  con^ary 
to  the  aneient  laws  of  this  kingdom :  and  tbe 
soldiers  are  obliged  to  obey  the  military  orders 


purchase,  to  be  made  good  by  new  aonui- 
tiesy  of  four  pounds  per  cent*  per  annum, 
redeentable  by  parliament,  or  17  years  pui^ 
cbase  and  an  half,  to  be  made  good  by  new 
aoouities  of  6ve  pounds  per  cent,  per  annum,  to* 
be  redeemable  in  like  manner  ;  and  to  allow, 
for  tbe  reraainine  terms  in  the  said  annuities, 
which  were  purchased  for  83  years,  at  the  elec- 
^n  of  the  respective  subscribers,  either  so 
nucb  as  the  same  annuities  shall  amount  to  a^ 
14|,  Co  be  made  good  by  new  annuities  of  four 
pounds  per  cent*  per  annum,  redeemable  by 
parliament,  or  IS  years  purchase  and  an  half 
to  be  made  good  by  annuities  of  five  pounds 
per  cent,  per  annuiti,  redeemable  m  like 
sumner ;  and  that  the  said  new  annuities  shall 
be  settled  and  secured  accordingly. 

13.  ^  That  all  savings,  that  shall  arise  upon 
toy  of  the  present  foods  by  the  proposed  re> 
demptioiis,  or  reductions,  be  reserved,  and  ap- 
pfied^  Bksr  all  deficiencies,  that  may  happen 
upon  any  of  the  said  funds,  are  made  good,  to* 
wards  discbargMig  and  rcNducing  the  national 
debt. 

14.  **  Tbat  all  the  said  duties  now  in  being, 
sr  to  be  continued,  shall  immediately  cease  ai^ 
detemiiie  afte  the  said  National  Debt,  and 
aa  interest  due  thereupon,  is  discharged,  and 
ptki  off." 

DOutc  an  the  Mutiny  BiUA  March  S3. 
Upon  tbe  motion  for  a  second  reading  of  a 
BJl  sent  up  from  the  Commons,  for  punishing 
Mudoy  and  Desertion,  the  duke  of  Buckine- 
bun  moved  to  put  it  off  till  the  Thursday  fd- 
Wiag  ;  bat  some  Lords  having  observed,  that 
ssch  a  delay  might  be  of  very  dangerous  con- 
Kqoence  to  the  government,  because  the  last 
Act  against  Mutiny  determining  the  next  Mon- 
day, many  soldiers  mi^ht  take  Uiat  opportunity 
to  desert  widi  impumty;  the  second  reading 
was  put  off  only  till  the  next  day. — On  the  25th 
tl«  lords  read  the  said  Bill  a  third  time,  when 
fim  lord  North  and  Grey  excepted  against 
a  dttse,  whereby  copmon  soldiers  are  ex- 
empted firom  arrests  for  debt,  which  his  lordship 
aig^  encourages  idleness  and  vice  among 
ttadesmen  and  artificers,  and  occasions '  fre- 
%KOt  bankruptcies.  Several  other  objeo- 
tioas  were  raised  against  the  bill  by  the  dnke 
of  Bocyngham,  the  earls  of  Abingdon  and 
Aflglesea,  the  lords  Harcourt  and  Trevor, 
who  were  answered  by  the  Idrd  Cowper,  the 
daket  of  Devonshire  and  Newcastle,  and  t)i^ 
tad  of  Stfoderland ;  and  the  question  being 
fat.  That  the  bill  do  pass,  the  same  was  carried 
m  the  affinnative  by  33  voices  gainst  9. 

PMetf  ^aimt  patting  the  iaid  BiU.!    But 
opoD  tbis    oceasion  six    lords  entered  their 
Protest  t  as  follows: 
'Dissentient'; 

L  **  Because  no  particular  reason  or  occa* 
■sa  is  so  moch  as  sug^ted  in  this  Bill,  for 
kiaping  on  foot  a  standmg  army,  consisting  of 
9U0O  men,  in  this  kingdom,  in  time  of  peace ; 
fmnSket^ore  this  Act  will  be  a  precedent  for 
Uqibs  ibe  mm  army  at  idl  times, 


of  their  superior  officers,  under  the  penalty  of 
being  sentenced  bv  a  court-martial  to  suffer 
death  for  their  disobedience ;  and  that  without  ' 
any    limitation  or  restriction,    whether   such 
orders  are  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  the  realm,  t 
or  not;  when,  by  the  fundamental  laws  there- 
of, the  commands  and  orders  of  tbe  crown  (the 
supreme  authority)  are  bouad  and  restrained 
within  the  compass  of  the  law,  and  no  person 
is  obliged  to  obey  ao^  such  order  or  command 
if  it  be  illegal ;  and  is  punishable  by  law  if  be   ' 
does,  notwitlistanding  any  soch  order  or  com* 
mand,  though  from  the  king.    (Signed)  Trevor, 
Berkeley   of  Strattqo,    Abingdon,  Batburst, 
Northampton,  Dartmouth.'' 

Addnufor  Faptrt  coneermng  the  Riots  mi 
Oxfitrd.']  During  the  above  debate,  a  pder 
oooiplained  of  the  disorders  committed  by  the 
foldiery  in  several  Jplaoc>>  particularly  at  Ozi*- 
ford,  and  moved.  That  before  they  passed  a  * 
Bill  In  their  favour,  they  should  mquire  into 
the  Biot,  that  happened  in  that  city  on  the 
prince  of  Wales's  birth-day.  The  coortieia 
insisted  on  the  necessity  of  passing  the  Bill  be* 
Son  them  without  delav ;  but  consented  that 
the  Oxford  Riot  should  be  enquired  into; 
whereupon  some  lords  of  the  other  sid^  endea* 
voured  to  wave  it  by  proposing  a  general  in* 
qniry  into  the  conduct  of  the  anpy.    This  was 
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nff«t«l  by  the  codrtMn ,  who  attcdetd.  That 
my  oofht  not  to •mign  abody  of  nao,  anmtt 
mti9m  there  wnt  oo  lefil  comolaint :  and  that 
tuch  a  proceeding  could  oot  but  bf  disagree- 
•Ue,  and  even  iofarious  to  the  kine,  who,  by 
yategatgre,  baa  the  coromaad  of  the  army ; 
and  if  any  dUordert  nne  eoro mined  by  the  sol- 
diers, the  oomniamts  ought  first  to  be  laid  be- 
iMre  his  raaj^ty ;  but  that  since  it  had  been 
mowed  to  enquire  into  the  Oxford  Riots,  which 
iuui  Blade  a  great  noise  and  had  been  examined 
i«  his  majesty's  oooacii,  they  ooght  to  ad- 
ikesi  the  kinc,  that  he  would  b«  pleased  to 
caaae  all  tkw  Papers  relating  to  that  afiiir  to  be 
laid  before  the  Hoase. 

This  Address  being  resolved  upon ;  pursu- 
ant thereto,  on  the  29th  of  March,  several 
Papers  relating  to  the  Riots  at  Oxford,  on  bis 
royal  highness^  birth  day^  were  laid  before  the 
Hoyse. 

BehMte  tAensoa.]  i^f)rii  3.  The  House  being 
«n  a  grand  Committee,  all  the  Papers  rehiting 
to  im  said  Riot  were  read :  aAer  which  there 
•neoed  a  great  debate ;  the  bishop  of  Bristol, 
tiM  aichbishop  of  York,  the  bishop  of  Rochester 
and  Che  bishop  of  Chester,  endeavoared  to  jos- 
tify  the  University,  alleflging,  **  Thkt  for  40 
3Fears  past  they  had  not  paid  any  regaid  to 
the  bifC^day  of  any  prince  of  Wales,  or  even 
of  tbepriocesittiog  en  thethroae,  by  public 
rejoicings.  That  the  University  had  a  method 
«r  enressin^  their  loyalty,  more  consistent 
arith  the  dignity  of  their  founders,  and  the  43fa»- 
racter  of  their  penoas,  than  by  illaminatioDs 
smd  bonfires.  That  as  for  the  mayor  and  ma- 
fistratesof  the  citv  of  Oitford,  they  were  igno- 
rant that  It  was  the  prince's  birth-day.  That 
the  several  Afidaivits  and  InfornNitions  upoh 
avhich  theeaid  mayor  and  magistrates  grounded 
their  coasplainta,  having  been  sent  np  to  court, 
aopits  of  the  saoM  were  retamed  to  the  officers 
Mf  the  regiment,  cpmtered  at  Oxford,  to  give 
them  an  opportuoity  tojosttfy  their  proceed- 
ings, which  prodnoad  aaof  ht^r  aet  of  affidavits 
and  depositions  in  behalf  af  the  said  officers. 
That  the  magistrates  had  no  ofpoitanity  to 
asake  any  replioation  in  their  awn  liefoooe,  Und 
therefore  k  was  moved,  thnt  the  House  wooM 
oaoie  to  ne  Besolutjon  apon  the  foot  of  the  two 
peisofaffidaviia,  hot  that  fhey  weald  adjoom 
the  further  proceediogs,  and  appoipt  a  day, 
.  when  they  would  hear  the  persons  concerned 
in  Ihoee  infofnsatkms 'Vloa  eece:  they  insist- 
ad  upon  dus  method,  hecaose  nothing  ooold 
•at  thil^tBatiar  m  a  truer  light  than  thecrosa-exa- 
mking  gnd  oonlvontiii|  the  evidencet  on  each 
side  ;  tiigiag,  That  th«  method  was  the  oon- 
alaat  pvaotice  of  the  coorta  below,  and  even  of 
all  the  hearings  at  the  bar  ol  their  k>rdships 
House,  and  that  their  lordships  had  never 
yet  refused  fee  admit  of  a  replication.  That 
M  to  the  disrespect  loathe  Prince  Regent 
charged  opqn  the  University,  for  their  neglect 
of  rmfipg  die  bells,  on  bis  ro}^  highaesa'sbirth- 
^,  of  the  sixteen  eoUeget  in  the  Univefaity» 
•nlythfea  hftd  any  belb.ta  ting  s  aod  thttit 


appearedl  phiinljhy  theiUMavi^,  iak«iht(m 
the  mavor  and  magistrates,  that  the  notosi 
proceedings  on  the  eoronation  d;»y,  and  tk 
birth  4lay  of  his  royal  highness,  were  oocaaioasd 
by  the  insoleace  of  the  soldiers,  eaooaraged  hj 
several  raembersof  the  University,  callaoctbaB- 
sdvca  the  Coastitutioa-Cluh,  and  by  the  nsf* 
lect  of  the  commanding  officers  of  the  rvgimesi, 
in  not  issuing  pK>p«r  orders  to  supprien  the 
distarbance.'^  The  dake  of  Bockifl^^ara,  tk 
earl  of  Abingdon,  the  lords  Haocourt,  Trevsr, 
and  North  and  Grey,  spoke  also  in  lavotor  of 
the  Uoiversi^  and  magistrate!  of  Ovfiwd. 

The  Lord  C4ming$by  hereii^^on  said,  Thit 
he  knew  the  usage  of  the  University  tp.  hast 
been  otherways  than  had  been  repreamtadl, 
and  gave  a  short  aoflount  of  their  hehavinw  ii 
the  reigne  of  king  Charles  9,  and  James  9,  sod 
distinguished  between  their  past  a%d  psirretf 
loyaky.  His  kMvlship  owaad.  That  in  ikm 
two  reigat  they  had  es^ressed  their  loysJity  ia  a 
moat  extraordinary  majuier,and  had  mwlr  tutji 
great  advances  to  «eu«tenance  a»  nrljiitarf 
power  in  the  prince,  that  if  Providence  had  aqi 
Quraculously  interposed,  they  had  at  for  at  ia 
them  lay,  dMtroved  the  hherties  of  their  coanr 
try,  which  woalq  have  hvolted  theU«iv«nity  ii 
certain  mia. 

She  lord  Cowper,  the  duke  of  Kingitan^  tl^ 
of  Sunderland,  the  lords  Parker,  Tovm- 
hend,  and  Cadoj^n  ebservecf,  **  That  the  dtt 
respect  to  the  prince  regent,  chai^ged  upon  the 
Univerity  and  city  of  Oxford,  was  manifest,  he^ 
cause  the  ma^or  of  the  regiment  did«  about  tea 
in  the  morninr,  so  to  the  mayor,  and  eomplna- 
ed.  That  be  had  shewn  no  r^^d  to  his  royal 
highness's  birth  day,  by  ringing  the  belb ;  to 
which  the  mayor  returned  a  shuiBioe  aasaer, 
pretending  he  did  not  know  it  to  be  nie  prince 
regent's  birth -day.  Upon  this  the  major  told 
him,  he  woe  Id  draw  out  his  regiment  to  celebrate 
the  said  day  wi(h  proper  rejoicings,  which  he 
did  accordingly ;  but  tnat  the  mayor,  instead  of 
Joining  the  said  t'ejojcings,  filled  up  the  public 
street  with  a  vast  roob  hfter  him,  and  some  of 
his  attendants  insulted  the  soldiers  on  timr 
march,  ancfsave  them  qpprobrioua  lannm^ 
crying  out,  'Dawn  with  the  Roundheads.  Thit 
they  proceeded  so  far  in  their  insults,  as  to 
throw  dirt  and  atones  at  the'  soldiers,  and  even 
attempted  to  disarm  some  of  them.  That  the 
house  wherein  the  officers  of  the  regiment  and 
some  of  the  collegians  met,  to  celebrate  the  fos- 
tival,  was,  in  an  insolent  manner,  assaidted, 
and  the  windotvs  broke  by  ^one$  thrown  fVom 
the  opposite  bouse  of  one  nurs^'ah  ifonmooger, 
upon  which  the  soldiers,  to  i^venge  the  affVont; 
bd|pi  likewise  to  break  wiadoivs,  of  which  ^ 
major  was  no  sooner  informed  J>ut  he  immrdiatr 
W  went  out  and  bid  them  desist.  That  it  w«a  ise* 
deed  affirmed  in  some  of  thenffidavits  prodnoed 
in  behalf  of  the  Unlveisity  and  nagiatraies, 
That  a certaincollegiait west  iwimd  thehooirt^ 
and  encouraged. the  soldiers  to  break  the  win* 
dows  of  the  said  Hurst,  and  all  that  wer#  not 
ilhiminatod  t  but  that  the  same  was  coDCradict^ 
ad  by  nolMi  ihM  fif9 or  u  pMMnv  »h»»  ^^[^ 
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«fttliy  dciBltnd,  That  tlie  f  aid  collegian  wat 
from  teven  till  teo  that  eveoiog  in  tl^ir  con- 
pan/,  and  had  noc  stirted  from  the  bouse  all 
(bat  time.  That  upon  the  major's  applying  to 
the  major  of  the  regtmeot,  the  latter  gave  un- 
mediate  orders  for  patroles  to  go  through  the 
city  and  send  home  to  their  qnarters  all  the  sol- 
dim  tliey  should  find  in  the  streets;  and  that 
the  patrol^  being  Insulted  by  some  of  the 
mjiyor's  attendanu,  tvfo  or  three  soldiers  fired, 
but  with  powder  only,  pursuant  to  the  orders 
giTeo  them." 

Resolutumt  relating  to  the  Oj^ord  Riots.l  In 
the  middle  of  this  debate,  the  earl  of  Abingdon 
i^ffered  a  Petition  from  the  rice-chahcelior  and 
die  mayor  and  magistrates  of  the  dty  of  Ox- 
ibrdy  and  insisted,  that  it  should  be  read  ;  but 
it  was  urged  on  the  other  side.  That  tlie  House 
being  in  a  Grand  Committee,  the  receiving  any 
petitions  was  irregnlar.  Hereupon  it  was  moved, 
that  the  chairman  shoold  leave  the  chair, 
whi^  %eing  carried  in  the  negative  without 
dividing  ,*  the  main  question  was  again  debate 
ontil  about  six  in  the  evening,  when  the  fol- 
towiDg  Resolutions  were  agreed  to  by  65  voices 
tgainst  33. 

•*  1.  That  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of 
Council;  to  whom  the  papers  relating  to  the 
Kiot  at  Oxford  were  referred,  had  suflScient 
grounds  to  come  to  the  Resolution,  reported  to 
bis  royal  highness  the  prince,  viz.    *  That  the 

*  beads  of  the  University  and   mayor  of  the 

*  city  neglected  to  make  any  public,  rejoicing 
'on   the  prince's  birth-day  ;    but   some   of 

*  the  coUegiates,  with  the  officers,  being  met 
'  to   celebrate  the  said  day,  the  house  where 

*  they  were,  was  assaulted,  and  the  windows 
'  werd^  broken  by  th^  rabble,  which  was  the  be; 
^gfonine  and  occasion  of  the  Riots  tiiat  ensued^ 
'  as  well  from  the  soldiers  as  the  scholars  and 

*  townsmen,  and  that  tht  conduct  of  the  major 
'  seems  well  justified  by  the  affidavits  produced 
'  on  his  pan. 

*'  9,  That  the  printing  and  publishing  the  De- 

*  positions,  upon  which  the  comolaints  relating 
'  to  the  Riots  at  Oxford  wepe  founded,  while 

*  that  matter  was  under  the  examination  of  the 

*  lords  of  the  Committee  of  Council,  and  be- 
'  fore  they  lihd  time  to  come  to  any  resolution 

*  toucbing  the  same,  was  irregular,  disrespectful 

*  to  his  royal  highness  the  prince^  and  tending 

*  to  seditbn.' 

Pr0tut  thereon.']  The  House  being  resumed, 
tbase  two  Resolotions  were  immediately  report- 
ed, and  a  motion  being  made  to  agree  wit£|  the 
Committee  in  the  said  Resolotions,  it  was  car- 
ried lo  the  affirmative  by  58  voices  against  39. 
Wbcretmon  the  following  Protest  was  entered. 
^  Diasentienty 

<*  1.  Because,  by  ibis  Resolution,  the  beads 
of  all  the  Collies  and  Halls  within  the  Uni- 
▼etsity  of  Oxford  stand  censored,  as  we  ap- 
{nebend,  for  disrespect  and  want  of  duty  to  his 
loyal  highneu  the  prince,  in  neglecting  to  make 
public  reioicingii  on  his  birth-day  ;  whereas  it 
I^AiientlV  appeared  to  us,  that  UQ  xejoicings 


Vou 
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had  erec  been  made  before  that  time,  within 
the  said  University,  on  the  birth-day  of  an  heif 
apparent  to  the  crown,  or  even  of  thU  sovereign, 
except  only  on  tha  29Hi  of  May,  set  apart  by 
act  of  parliament,  perpetually  to  be  observed 
as  a  day  of  public  thanksgiving.  And  there 
seems  the  kss  rea&^n,  iu  pur  opinion,  for  laying 
so  heavy  a  charge  on  the  heads  of  those  learn- 
ed societies,  inasmuch  as  they  have  not  been 
allowed  any  opportunity  of  being  heard  thereto^ 
nor  even  knew  themselves  to  be  any  ways  ac- 
cused in  that  particular. 

"  3.  Because  the  proceedio|[s  of  the  miyor, 
as  we  conceive,  are  not  to  l>e  justified  by  law, 
if  the  affidavits  which  were  sent  to  make  good 
the  complaint  against  the  major  and  soldiers 
be  considered,  as  well  as  those  affidavits  which 
were  produced  on  the  major's  part,  there  being 
several  enonnities,  charged,  as  well  on  the  ma* 
jor,  as  on  the  soldiers  mider  his  command,  by 
the*  former  affidavits  no  way  answered  by  the 
latter,  or  so  much  as  denied  by  the  major  hini* 
self  in  any  of  his  own  affidavits  or  letters. 

**  3.  Because,  we  conceive,  the  matter  efface 
relating  to  the  breaking  the  windows  of  th« 
room  wherein  tlie  niajur  a  tut  oibtrs  wefe,  nhh 
some  stones  from  HurtSthe  iroiimonger**  home, 
has  not  been  sufficiently  examincfl  into,  for 
want  of  giving  an  oppartuniiy  to  the  corn-  ^ 
plainants  of  replying  to  :he  afflidiivits  relfltirtg  * 
to  that  matter  ;  and  syppos*  the  tntlh  of  tbnt 
fact  had  actually  appe.ir^d  wpon  a  full  eii ami- 
nation,  yet  it  cannot  bt-  preteiidcd  to  be  g  Icf  ttl 
justification  of  the  roajui,  Jbr  induipg  or  sitw- 
ing  the  soldiers  under  bis  command,  to  gor 
through  the  city  insulting  the  magistrates,  and 
breaking  the  windows  of  many  citizens,  \rhti 
are  not  pretended  to  have  given  the  least  offence 
to  them. 

''4.  Because  the. officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
army  may  take  occasion,  from  this  Resolution, 
to  think  themselves  exempt  from  the  civil  power 
in  criminal  cases,  and  be  induced  thereby  to 
contemn  and  resist  the  authority  of  the  civil 
magistrates,  to  which  they  are,  m  buch  cases, 
as  Mable  as  any  other  of  his  majesty's  subjects. 

'*  5.  Because  the  civil  officers  and  magis- 
trates may  probably  be  discouraged,  by  this 
Resolution,  from  doing  their  duty  on  such  oo* 
casions,  and  bis  majcsty^s  subjects  be  deterred 
from  making  their  just  complaints,  in  an  hum- 
ble and  dutiful  manner,  of  any  oppressions, 
which  they  have  suffered,  or  may  sufl'er,  froia 
any  officers  or  soldiers  in  the  army.  (Signed.) 
VV.  £bor',  Fr.  Roffen',  Geo.  Bristol,  Bruce,  P. 
Hereford,  Buckingham,  Say  and  Sole,  Boyle, 
Job.  London,  North  and  Grey,  Northampton, 
Litcl)6eld,  Guilford,  Harcourt,Bristol,  Berkeley 
of  Strat.,  Weston,  Trevor,  Willoug.  de  Broke, 
Fran.  Cestriens',  Comnton,  Ashbumham, 
Foley,  Dartmouth^  Montjoy,  Abingdon,  Man* 
sell."  \ 

Motion  relating  to  the  Bishop  of  MunUer^e 
and  the  Duke  of  Sore- Gothams  Troops.]  March 
36.  The  Commons  resolved  to  address  bis 
majesty.  That  Ute  Treaties  made  with  the 
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bishop  of  Monster  and  the  iiAsB  of  Saie- 
Gotba,  for  putting  six  battaHons  of  tb^r  troops 
into  bis  ntQesifn  sert lee,  might  he  latid  before 
the  House.  Acoording  to  which  Address,  ge- 
neral 8tanb#pey  two  Sbjb  after,  presented  to 
the  Hoose  the  said  Treatite,  with  tramiations 
•f  the  same.  It  was  generallj  sapposed,  that 
these  IVeeties  were  catted  for  with  a  des^  to 
fiod  fadt  with  them,  and  to  bring  a  ceiisore 
miftm  sodte  Gennan  ministers,  who  had  been 
•mplojed  in-'tbese  transactions  -^  but  a  motion 
being  made  the  next  day,  and  the  (|oesdOn  pot, 
That  ad  Addr^  be  prekanted  to  his  niit}esty, 
that  be  will  be  pleased  to  gif«  dii^ections,  that 
the  Instnsctiotts  given  to  his  mdjest/s  mi- 
nisters, who  tr^nbacted  the  Treaties  ^r  talihig 
foor  battalions  of  the  bishop  of  Mimst^s 
Ih-oobt,  and  two  battalions  of  the  dnke  of  Saxe* 
Gotna's  troops  into  his  majesty's  pay,  to  sup- 
ply the  place  of  snch  as,  during  the  late  rebel- 
lion, ahoold  be  drawn  from  the  garrisont  of  the 
States  Oenend  of  the  United  Provhices  to 
assist  his  majesty,  may  be  laid  before  this 
Uoase,  it  pwed  in  tlie  ftcigattre  by  ii(5  votes 
against  38. 

The  KingU  iieutgfifor  o  Supph/  against 
Swden.}  April  3.  Mr.  Secreti^ry  Str^nhope 
delivered  to  the  Bouse,  the  following  Message 
fromtbfP  Kings 

,  J*  His  mtyes^  being  desirous,  abpve  all 
things,  not  onW  to  secure  bis  kingdoms  against 
the  present  danger,  with  w)iich  they  are 
threatened  from  Sw^eu,  but  likewise  to  pre- 
▼ent,  as  far  as  is  possible^the  like  apprehensions 
for  the  future,  thinks  it  necessary  that  such 
aieasores  shoukl  be  early  concerted  with  other 
princes  and  states,  as  may  conduce  most  effec- 
tually to  this  end.  \Aad  as  tliis  may  re^oire 
some  expence,  his  majesty  liopes  (hat  his  Com- 
tnons  will,  by  their  assistance  at  this  juncture, 
enable  him  to  make  good  such  engagements, 
linay  ease  his  people  of  all  future  charge  and 

Srenensions  upon  this  acooupt/' 
"he  consideration  of  this  Message  was  put 
off  to  the  next  day. 

Debate  on  the  Supfpfy^  April  4.  Mr.  Se- 
cittary  Stanhope  moved,  That  a  Supply  be 
granted  to  enable  his  majesty  to  concert  such 
sneasnres  with  foreign  princes  and  states,  as 
m^y  prevent  any  charge  or  appreheilsions  from 
the  designs  of  Sweden  for  the  future.  He 
ift^ged  the  advantage  and  security  that  would 
fedound  to  the  nation,  by  enabling  his  majesty 
to  k'e'duce  the  king  of  Sweden  ;  and  what  con- 
£d^nce  they  ought  to  repose  in  the  king's  ho- 
nour, wisdom,  and  oeconomy  in  the  managp- 
ment  of  what  money  should  be  thought  neces- 
•ary  for  that  service.    Hereupon 

Mr.  Shippen  said,  That  it  was  a  great  mis- 
fortune, that  hO  wise  and  so  excellent  a  prince 
as  his  m^esty,  was  as  linle  acquainted  with 
the  usage  and  forms  of  parliamentary  proceed- 
ings, as  with  the  lan^^UEige  of  our  country  : 
that  if  he  had  known  either,  he  would  not  have 
tent  snch  a  Message,  which,  he  %as  store,  was 
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appret 
The 


nnparliamentary  and    ttftptfecedMMi;  iMl 
therefore  it  was  his  ef»itflon,4hiit  it  waspeaiiel 
by  some  foreign  miotster,  and  then  translilted 
into  Elfish :  Chat  sineb  the  khig's  acoessiOA  to 
the  throne,  there  hlid  been  m^ny  ittieeliMs 
east,  in  that  House,  opon  tbe  late  ministry,  as 
if  they  had  beirHfed  the   inteilMt  of  their 
covmtry :  that,  on  the  contrary,  they  had  oftea 
been  told,  that  his  majesty  ^bad  refrie^ed  riit 
honour  and  repntation  of  the  nation ;  tbe  e^ 
hfitM  of  whieh  had  already  appeared  iii  (he 
flourishing  condition  of  onr  trade  *.   Ibat  after 
aU  this,  be  could  not  bnt  he  very  a^uch  sur- 
prised to  find  a, motion  made  for  a  Supply  of 
money,  to  enable  his  mi^es^^y  to  enter  into 
new  measures,  to  iiecnre  bis  kingdom  agtiin^ 
any  future  i4)prehensaons  from  the  j^w^des: 
that  the  necessity  that  was  uiged  for  tbis^ 
feemed  to  be  inconsistent  with  the  accounts  of 
those  glorious  advantages  his  m^esty  had  ob- 
tained fur  :us :   and  be  could  not  help  being  of 
opinion,  that  if  the  new  alliances  and  measures 
to  be  conjcerted,  were  suqh  as  to  be  obtained 
purely  by  the  force  of  our  money,  that  ever  the 
happmess  or  the  secori^  of  the  nation  could 
be  the  coAseqnence  of  such   conns^^   for, 
whenever  foreigners  ^ome  to  taste-the  sweet- 
ness of  English  money,  we  might  depend  upon 
it,  diat  their  adlierence  to  our  interest  would 
last^  no  longer  than  we  continued  to  supply 
tlieir  ne^ssities. 

Mr.  niMger/brd,  who  seconded  Mr.  Ship- 
pen,  said,  T>iat  far  his  port,  he  covid  not  un- 
derstand what  occasion  there  was  ibr  new  al- 
liances, much  less  that  thej  thoolU  be  pur- 
chased with  money :  t|iat  it  matt  needs  be 
Very  surprising  to  the  wbote  wnrld,  that  a  mn 
tioB,  not  leng  ago  the  ttmm  of  Trance  aad 
Spain,  should  now  seem  to  foar  se  ioconaidera* 
ble  an  enemy  as  tbe  kiag  tif  Sweden ;  especi^ 
ally  when  w^  had  so  feed  a  fleet  at  sea,  and 
so  great  an  ahuy  on  land. — Some  other 
speeches  were  made  on  the  same  aide,  which 
gave 

Mr.  Secretary  Stanhope  occasion  to  say. 
That  he  was  sorrv  to  find  gentlemen  grow  so 
wsrm  upon  a  subject  of  this  nature :  that  tht 
king  was  a  prihce  of  that  integrity  and  honour, 
and  bad  already  given  such  convincing  proofs 
of  liis  tender  care  for  the  true  interest  of  tht 
nation,  that  they  might  entirely  depend  npofl 
his  wisdom  in  this  matter ;  and  th««lbf«  kt 
was  of  opinion,  that  none  would  refuse  com* 
pliance  with  this  Message,  but  ftodi  aa  «ithei 
werc^  not  the  king's  friends,  or  who  iMatiNistei 
tbe  honesty  of  his  ministers. 

This  ^ave  offence  to  Several  nfemllM^  ;  4Knl 

Mr.  Lawton  replied  thereupon.  That  be  wi^ 
very  much  surprised  to  find  sudi  onscrarde^ 
expressions  fall  from  that  worthy  and  Sonour* 
able  gentleman,  for  whom,  he,  was  aore,  t)» 
whole ''House  had  a  very  great  regard;  biii 
since  he  had  thought  'fit  to  speak  so  optenly,  hi 
hoped  he  might  be  well  justified  ih  saykM 
that  if  every  member  of  this  House,  tkat  usd 
freedom  of  speech  on  any  subject  of  debate 
must  be  accoanted  «q  enemy  to  the  km( 
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iwfafi  hi-  bfppeaa  oot  to  hW  in  with  bit  mU 
Btfter^  he  l(ii«fr  bo  4ervic«  tbey  were  capable 
ot'  doing  for  their  country  in  that  Uoute;  and 
therefore  it  was  bis  opinion,  that  they  had  n'a- 
tJiiflg  else  10  do,  but  to  retire  to  their  country- 
ie4ts,  and  kuve  Ue  kiog  and  his  ministers  to 
taie  vvhiti  t)«ey  pleased. 

Mr.  Boscaweu,  sir  Gilbert  Ileathoote,  Mr. 
UoraUP'Walpoie»  and  some  other  Keutlemen, 
backed  Mr.  Secretary  Stanhope's  mouon; 
but  Sir.  GtinMtoAe,  ftiid  sotoe  other  courtiers, 
spoke  on  this  occasion  on  the  contrary  side. 
iWerer,  it  was  moved,  and  resolved,  Ttiat 
the  ^cMl5e  would,  upoa  the  Monday  morning 
aeiLt,  resolve  ilse^f  into  a  committee  of  the 
ishfiie  jy^ouw,  to  consider  of  the  motion  for  a 
Supply.  After  thif  it  wa$  also  resolved,  To 
&dihres$  his  majesty,  that  tite  Treaty  mauie  be* 
^een  the  late  kiag  William  and  the  present 
king  of  Sweden,  be  laid  be(bre  the  House. 

AprH  6.  Pursuant  to  the  above  Address,  Mr. 
Secretary  Stanhope  laid  before  the  House  a 
copy  of  the  said  Treaty. 

ApriA  $..  The  Commons  jvent  into  a  com- 
aiittee  of  the  whole  Houae,  to  consider  of  the 
Botbn  far  a  Supply  to  be  granted  to  his  ma- 
jesty, gaio«c  the  denigos  of  Svedea  for  the 
6i|ure;  for  ibe  necessity  of  whkb,  general 
Sias^pe  alledged  leveral  reasons,  and  was 
seeonded  by  Mr.  Craggs,  jua.  Mr.  Boacawen^ 
Mc  Ai^bie»  and  several,  others.  On  the 
ofiber  sidky  Hr.  Sb^pen,  Mr.  Uungerford,  Mr. 
Umeketomf  the  lood  Goems^,  Mr.  Heme, 
n^nber  for  Dartmouth,  Mr.  Ward,  and  soma 
^(hflrt,  Wj^ad,  Xbat  it  was  ul^>arliamentary  to 
giant  a  So^pliy  Mare  the  occasion  was  known, 
aad  an  EeHaiale  of  this  expance  vas  ^»^  be- 
fata  tb« HfiMW:  that tke  king's  Matsage abont 
das  mattar,  was  aa  anpcacedanted,  that  his 
aa^aatjl'a  ■liiiiilfii  seeaBad  to  be  divided  about 
it ;  nail  chut  it  wm  a  gi«at  misfortune  sncb  di« 
visaOM  abonld  happen  among  the  ministry,  Ibr 
tkan  a  parUamant  cannot  have  a  tme  informa* 
tkn  of  things :  that  tba^f  conld  not  aaaily  ap- 
ft^ni  arimi  oocaaion  tibare  was  to  make  new 
Alianiirti,  woe  wa  had  a  standing  army  in 
GaMt  Britniiy  and  a  coaskkarahle  iect  at  sea, 
■4bttb  aofficiaatiy  aecuiad  bis  m^esty^  kin^ 
4mm  againat  any  danger  from  Sfwadan:  that  if 
aadatignad  to  nudta  an  c^fensiva  war  against 
that  aowq,  whr  did  wa  not  send  part  of  onr 
la^oiiOK  board  oar  fleet?  EepaciaHy,  lioce  wt 
iiaae  now  saoure  at  home,hoth  by  the  soppres* 
lion  of  tha  hita  Beballion^  and  by  tha  condo- 
•ttn  of  tha  Triple  Alhanca,  which  the  regaot  of 
IraAoa  had  began  ISuthfally  to  parfbrin,  by 
ceaoag  the  Pretaadar  to  pase  tha  Alps.  How« 
Mr»  if  tha  court  inssud  on  tha  neoassitT  of 
fnttring  iaCD  new  angageasaots  agaiastSwedaa, 
{biy  ^honght  it  proper  to  address  hit  OMJasty, 
ta  ao%naiut  dia  Hoose  with  the  natura  of  thoaa 
aigmifimrnin,  and  the  som  that  was  facpiiiita 
laj^nhjie  tfaeiagood. 

Hr.  Sacraiary  3tmnktfe  apawaradT,  That  the 
Aeavery  of  the  late, Conspiracy,  canifd  on  by 
Iht  Siiydia^  wiaittyi^hi  aoDJnoietioii  iriA  the 


diMontenled  party  at  koine,9ufiaently  evinced 
tbe  necessity  of  a  standing  anny  in  Great  Bri- 
tain :  thac  the  Treaty  of  Triple  Alliance  seemed« 
indeed,  to  secure  us  agaiust  any  danger  oti  the 
part  d  France;  but  that  jt  was  Co  be  ob- 
serve<l,  that  the  said  Treaty  had  met  with  so 
gre«t  ypposUion  at  the  French  court,  tkat  had 
nut  the  regent  suckled  strenuou^y  for  it,  ic 
would  have  infallibly  miscarried )  and  though 
hitherto  we  had  all  the  reason  ioMMiiaabie  ta 
commend  tbe  hoofesty  and  candour  of  thai 
prince ;  yet,  in  good  policy,  we  ought  pot  to 
depend  on  that  treaty  any  lo^er  tWn  it  shall 
be  the  interest  of  France  to  observe  it.  An4 
as  to  the  molion  for  the  Addreas,  be  addad^ 
That  it  would  be  injurious  to  (he  king's  prenn 
gaiive  of  entering  into  such  alliances  as  hia 
lu^esty  thinks  necessary  for  the  good  and  te* 
curity  of  his  dominion^,  without  commanicafrr 
ing  the  same  to  his  parliament :  which  praro* 
^atjva  was  grounded  c^n  very  good  reasona ;  ki9 
if  the  crown  was  obliged  Qo  impart  the  secrca 
of  affairs  to  so  great  a  number  of  persons,  Ih^ 
most  important  negptiatipna  nuia^  tharahy  mm* 
can^. 

Sir  Gilbert  IJeathcote,  an  alderman  of  Lon* 
don,  mentioned  the  great  losses  and  damagaa 
which  tbe  British  subject  bad  soitained  bjr 
their  ships  being  made  prizes,  and  confiscated 
in  Sweden ;  and  observed,  That  the  king  of 
Sweden  having  several  times  refiisad  to  makf 
satisfaction ;  and,  on  the  contrary,  bis  minis* 
ters  haying  endeavoured  to  raise  a  new  ra^ 
hellion  in  his  majesty's  dominions,  there  waf 
ground  to  declare  war  against  him. 

Mr.  Crould^  member  for  Shoreham,  replied. 
That  tha  Dutch  having  sustained  as  great  losses 

Sr  tbe  Swedes,  they  had  an  equal  concern  with 
rent  Britain  to  dadare  war  against  them; 
and  therefore  it  would  be  proper,  before  tha 
fiU>tise  proceeded  fbfCfaar,  to  engage  Hoi* 
land,  in  the  first  place,  to  prohibit  dl  conw^ 
meroe  with  Swaden,  as  wa  had- done. 

Mr.  Secretary  SUmhope  said,  That  he  made 
no  donbt  bat  that  the  States  Oeneral  would 
readily  eotoe  iato  any  measures  that  should 
appear  necessary  for  tbe  good  aad  interest 
of  both  netians  in  general,  and  to  obtain 
satisiaotion  for  the  late  depredations  of,  tha 
Swedes  in  naitictdar  t  that  their  High  Migbti« 
natses  bad  lately  given  signal  instances  of  their 
firm  adherence  tothaarewnof  Great  Britain,  in 
causing  the  Stredtsh  ministers  to  be  seized  iii 
their  dominions,  uf^on  his  majesty's  desire ; 
but  thai  tbe  form  and  constitution  of  their 
government,  and  tbe  good  of  their  subject*^ 
who  mostly  subsist  by  trade,  did  not  permit 
them  to  take  sodi  vigorous  and  speedy  reso-  ^ 
kitiona  ai  coald  be  wished ;  and  therefore  it 
wouM  not  be  foir  to  exact  the  same  from  them. 
Mr.  €m^t,  jun.  proeecd  tbe  necessity  of 
making  nelT  alliances  against  Sweden,  nrom 
tha  late  doubtful  conduct  of  a  northern  poten* 
tata,  ([meanfaoig  the  Czar  of  Moscovv)  who,  by  his 
iottctrvity  against  Sweden,  and  tbe  post  soma 
of  hia  troops  imdtakfo^  gatre  mgt  i^mbraga 
tothatopUfi 
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Mr.  R.  Walpole,  sir  Edward  Northe^F,  and 
lord  Mulesworthy  spoke  also  on  the  same  side 

Sir  WUUam  Thompionf  in  partrcolar,  urged, 
What  would  the  world  think  of  this  parlia- 
xnea^  if  they  should  refuse  to  supply  the  king 
at  thu  exigency  ? 

On  the  other  hand,  Mr.  Compton  (the 
Speaker)  and  Mr.  Smith  said,  That  they  were 
not  against  the  Supply,  but  against  the  de- 
manding  and  granting  of  it  in,  such  an  un- 
parliamentary manner;  and  Mr.  Speaker  pro^ 
posed,  That  part  of  the  army  should  be  dis- 
Mind«d,  and  the  in«ney,  thereby  saved,  ap- 
plied towards  the  making  good  such  new  en- 
gagements as  were  thought  necessary  to  be 
entered  into;  but  lieutenant  general  Mor- 
dannt,  and  some  others  urged  how  nnsafe  and 
impolitic  it  would  be,  at  tbb  juncture,  to  dis- 
band any  of  the  troops. 

Mr«  George  C«fvei/,  a  goldsmith,  closed  the 
debate  bv  a  sbert  smart  speech  which  was 
much  applauded  He  said.  That  for  his  own 
part  he  would  rather  pay  others  for  fighting 
than  fight  himself:  that  he  thought  it  more 
Advantageous  for  Great  Britain  to  cairr^  on*the 
war  abroad,  and  enjoy  peace  at  home,  m  order 
to  improve  our  trade,  and  reduce  our  public 
debts;  and  that,  as  the  employing  foreigners 
against  Sweden,  would  be  a  far  less  expence 
than  national  troops,  be  therefore  was  for  com- 
plying with  his  majesty's  message. 

At  last,  about  five  in  the  afternoon,   the 

guestiou  being  put,  upon   the  motion   for  a 
upply,  the  same  was  carried  in  the  affirma- 
tive, by  164  against  149. 

April  9.  Mr.  Farrer  reported  the  said  Re- 
•oluiion  to  the  House,  upon  which  there  arose 
a  fresh,  but  short  debate :  Mr.  Shippen,  Mr. 
Hungerford,  Mr.  Hutcheson,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr. 
llemi^,  and  others,  iusisted  again  on  the  un- 
parliamentarioess  of  asking  and  granting  Sup- 
plies without  an  estimate  of  the  exuence;  and 
uroposed,  either  to  present  an  address  to  the 
ling  to  assure  him.  That  the  House  would 
effectually  make  good  all  the  engagements  his 
majesty  should  tliink  proper  to  ^nter  into ;  or 
that  his  majesty  be  desired  to  diaband  part  of 
the  army,  and  apply  the  savings  towards  (he 
new  alliances.  Bmh  tliese  expedients  were 
opposed  by  general  Sunbope,  Mr.  R.  Walpole, 
Mr.  Hor.  Walpole,  Mr.  Bailie,  and  Mr.  Hamp- 
den ;  the  last  of  ivhom  in  particular,  in  answer 
to  what  was  suggested.  That  this  manner  of 
asking  and  granting  Supplies,  was  unparlia- 
mentary, and  unprecedented,  said.  That  he  re- 
membered about  ten  (»r  eleven  years  before,  a 
great  man  in  that  House  (roeaning^Mr.  Comp- 
ton the  Speaker),  made  a  motion  for  allowing 
and  providing  for  about  900,000/.  which  the 
gover(>ment  bad  expended  without  laying  any 
estimate  before  the  Commons.  To  this  Mr. 
Speaker  said.  He  wondered  that  gentleman 
would  bring  in  as  a  precedent,  a  business  that 
was  transacted  so  many  years  ago,  and  which 
was  not  parallel  to  the  present  case.  Where- 
upon Mr,  Hampden  repUcd|  Tim  he  did  not 


thereby  intend  to  reflect  upon  Mr.  Speriter, 
since  be  had  the  beuour  to  vete  with  him  upon 
that.occasion. 

A  Supply  granted  only  Iw  a  Mwnty  ff 
Four  Votes.]  After  this,  the  RcsoTotioQ  iin 
granting  a  Supply  to  his  majesty,  to  concert 
such  measures  with  foreign  princes  and  states, 
as  may  prevent  any  charge  or  apprebensioas 
from  the  desicns  of  Sweden  for  the  future,  was 
agreed  to,  though  by  a  iDajoriry  only  of  153 
against  149.* 


*  '<  The  good  understanding  between  the 
diflferent  members  of  administration,  did  not 
long  continue.  It  soon  appeared,  that  the 
king's  promises  of  favour,  made  by  Bemsdorf 
to  Townebend  and  Walpole,  were  not  fulfilled; 
and  that  he  placed  his  chief  confidence  in 
Sunderland  and  Stanhope.  New  divisons 
took  place;  Townshend  and  Walpole  eon* 
tinued  to  defend  the  measures  of  government, 
but  their  support  was  cold  and  formal,  and  so 
different  from  their  former  zeal,  as  plainly 
shewed  extreme  disatisfaction.  Sunderland 
had  now  considerably  increased  his  psirtj,  and 
thought  himself  sufficiendy  strong  to  c»ffj  <hi 
the  public  business,  and  defy  tho  opf^sition. 
In  this  situation,  an  open  rupture  in  the 
cabinet  was  unavoidable.  The  first  public 
symptoms  of  this  difierence  appeared  m  the 
House  of  Commons.  On  a-  motioii  that  a 
Supply  be  granted  to  enable  tbe  king  to  eonoert 
such  measures  with  foreign  princes  and  states, 
as  may  prevent  any  apprehensions  from  the 
the  designs  of  Sweden  for  the  fature  t  Wal- 
pole, who,  on  all  such  occasions  used  to  give  a 
great  bias  to  the  House,  maintained  a  profound 
silence,  and  the  Resolution  was  carried  by  a 
majority  of  only  four  voices. 

**  As  it  was  evident  that  this  mode  of  iniflii- 
cal  proceeding  originated  from  the  party  of 
which  Townshend  was  leader,  he  received,  on 
the  same  evening,  a  letter  from  Stanhope  an- 
nouncing his  dismission. 

^<  The  king  himself  so  highly  appreciated  the 
services  and  talents  of  Walpole,  that  he  dreaded 
his  resignation,  and  was  persuaded  to  remove 
Townsbend,  under  the  belief  that  be  would 
still  remain  at  the  head  of  the  treasury.  Whea 
Walpole,  therefore,  on  the  following  morning, 
requested  an  audience,  and  gave  up  the  seals, 
the  king  was  extremely  surprised.  He  refused 
to  accept  his  resipaation,  expressed  a  'high 
sense  of  his  services,  in  the  kindest  and 
strongest  terms;  declared  that  be  bad  no 
ihou^ts  of  parting  with  to  faithful  a  coun- 
sellor; intreated  him  not  to  retire,  and  replaced 
the  seals  in  his  hat.  To  this  Walpofe  replied, 
with  no  less  concern  than  fiimness,  that  however 
well  inclined  lie  miglit  be  to  obey  his  majesty^ 
commauda,  yet  it  would  be  impomble  to  serve 
him  fiuthfully  with  those  mini&ta^^  to  whom  he 
had  lately  given  his  favour.  *  They  will  propose 
'  to  me,'  he  said,  *  both  as  chamoellor  of  the 
*  exchequer,  and  in  parliament,  such  ^ings^ 
1  that  it  I  agree  to  soppoii  liita,  mj  credit 
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Mr,  Wtdptle  brings  in  the  RedemptioH  Bill^ 
mnd  acqtainti  the  House  wkh  hi$  Rmgnation,] 
April  10.  Mr.  Robert  Walpole  presented  to 
the  House,  according  ta  order,  a  Bill  *  for  re- 

<  deemiog  the  Duties  on  Ilooses,  and  charging 

*  the  tame  with  a  le^ier  mcodibranoe ;  and  for 

*  redeeming  so  much  of  the  Fond  commonlj 

*  called  the  Aggregate  Fond,  as  relates  to  the 

<  present  Exchequer- Bills;  and  for  circalating 

<  kzcheqoer- Bills  at  a  lees  charge  to  the  public, 
'  pursuant  to  several  powers  of  Redemption, 

*  contained  in  former  acts  of  parliament ;  and 

*  for  continuing  several  animal  and  other  pay- 
'  ments  out  of  the  residue  of  the  said  Aggregate 

*  Fund  :'  Upon  the  bringing  in  of  this  bill^  Mr. 
Walpole*  gave  the  House  a  hint  of  his  having 


' and  reputation  will  be  lest;  and  if  I  disap- 
'  prove  or  oppose  tbetn,  I  ^  roust  forfeit  jour 

*  majesty's  fovour.      For   J,    in    my  station, 

*  though  not  the  anthor,  must  be  answerable 
'  to  my  king  and  to  my  country  for  all  the 
'  roeasurce  which  may  be  adopted  by  adminis- 
'  tratiofl/  At  the  conclusion  of  these  words, 
he  again  laid  the  seals  upon  the  table;  the 
kiag  retamed  them  not  less  than  ten  times, 
and  when  the  minister  as  often  replaced  them 
on  the  Cable,  be  gave  up  the  struggle,  and 
rehictantly  accepted  his  resignation,  expressing 
great  concern  and  much  resentment  at  his 
determined  perseverance.  At  the  conclusion 
of  this  alfeetmg  scene,  Walpole  came  into  the 
adjoining  i^artment,  and  those  who  were  pre- 
sent, witnessed  the  anguish  of  his  countenance, 
and  observed  that  his  eyes  were  suffused  with 
tears.  Those  who  immediately  entered  into 
the  closet,  found  the  king  no  less  dbturbed  and 
agitated. 

**  These  removals  were  soon  foUowed  by  an 
almost  total  change  in  the  administration. 
Devoftthire,  Orfbrd,  and  Methuen,  and  Pul- 
teney  resigned  ;  Stanhope  was  appointed  first 
lord  of  tte  treasury,  and  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer;  Sunderlsind  and  Addison  secre- 
taries of  state;  the  duke  of  Bolton  lord  lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland ;  and  the  duke  of  Newcastle 
lord  chamberlain;  die  earl  of  Berkley  first 
lord  of  the  admiral^,  and  the  duke  of  King- 
ston retained  the  office  of  privy  seal,  to  whidi 
he  had  been  nominated  in  the  preceding  year, 
on  tKe  resignation  of  Sundeirlaod,  who  was 
made  treasurer  of  Ireland /or  life.'' 

Coxe's  Walpole. 

*  **  The  resignation  of  Walpole  haupened  at 
a  timo  when  he  was  exerting  his  aoiUticM  for 
finance,  in  the  arrangement  of  a  scheme  highly 
advantageous  to  the  ceuntrv.  When  he  was 
first  plsM^ed  at  the  bead  ot  the  treasofy,  the 
National  Debt  amounted  to  ^0 .  mUlions,  and 
althoogb  the  common  interest  of  money  had 
been  reduced  in  the  late  reign  to  5  per  cent 
yet  tbe  interest  of  some  of  the  debts  was  as  high 
at  8,  atMhoone  lower  than  6 ;  so  that  tbe  average 
was  7  per  eent.  The  difference  between  this 
rate  of  interest,  and  that  on  private  mortgages, 
pcciaDted  a  raid  land  for  kessesing  the  public 
4ebc 


places,  by  saying,  <  That  he  now  pre* 
seated  that  Bill  as-  a  country  gentleman,  but  ha 
hoped  it  would  not  fare  the  worse  for  having 


''  This  debt  was  considered  under  two  heads ; 
redeemable,  and  irredeemable.  The  redeem- 
able, or  sqch  debts  as  had  been  provided  for 
by  parliament,  with  a  redeemable  interest  of  so 
much  per  cent,  tbe  public  had  a  right  and  power 
-to  disdiarge  whenever  they  were  able,  either  by 
providing  money  for  such  proprietors  as  insisted 
upon  money,  or  by  offering  new  terms,  in  dis- 
ctiarge  of  sJl  former  conditions,  which,  ifac- 
cepted  by  the  proprietors,  was  to  be  deemed  aa 
actual  redemption  of  tbe  first  debt,  as  if  it  had 
been  paid  off  in  ready  money.  As  for  the  irre- 
deenuible  debts,  or  long  and  short  annuities, 
nothing  could  be  effected  without  the  absolute 
consent  of  the  proprietors.  The  only  method, 
therefore,  to  treat  with  them,  was  to  offer  such 
conditions  as  they  should  deem  advantageous. 

<<  Upon  these  principles  Walpole  gave  the 
first  hint  of  this  great  scheme,  by  proposing  to  - 
borrow  600,000i.  bearing  interest  onlv  4  per 
cent,  and  to  appljr  all  savings,  arising  Uom  the 
intended  redemptions,  for  the  purpose  of  redno- 
ing.  and  discharging  the  National  Debt,  which 
was  the  first  resolution,  ever  taken  in  parlia- 
inent  in  order  to  raise  or  establish  a  general 
sinking  fund.  When  he  brought  his  scheme 
into  the  House,  the  project  appeared  so  nell  di- 
gested and  advantageous,  tha^  the  opposition  ^ 
which  had  been  intended  was  converted  into 
approbation,  and  every  article  was  agreed  to. 

'<  Unfortunately  for  the  completion  of  this 
great  arrangement,  the  able  projector  was  no 
longer  in  office.  On  bringiog  in  the  bill,  Wal- 
pole gave  a  hint  that  he  liad  resigned  his  places, 
by  saying, '  that  he  now  presented  it  ats  a  coun- 
try gentleman,^  but  hoped  that  it  would  not 
fare  the  worse  for  having  two  fathers,  and  that 
his  successor  would  take  care  to  bring  it  to  per* 
fection.'  The  difficulties  which  he  had  to  en- 
counter in  this  scheme,  will  appear  from  tbe 
consideration,  that  no  reduction  of  interest 
could  be  made  without  tbe  consent  of  the  pub- 
lic creditors  themselves.  It  was  solely  by  hit 
address  and  management,  that  the  companiea 
of  the  Bank  and  South-sea,  agreed  not  only  to 
redttee  their  own  interest,  but  to  furnish  large 
sums  for  the  discharge  of  such  proprietors  of  the 
redeemables  as  should  refuse  to  comply  with  an 
equal  reduction ;  a  striking  proof  of  the  general 
esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by  the  proprietors 
of  the  national  debts ;  of  their  regard  for  his 
judgment,  and  oonfidence  in  his  equity. 

'*  The  resignation  of  Walpole  caused  a  great 
sensation  in  the  House  of  Commons,  where  re- 
gret for  the  want  of  his  talents  for  finanoep 
seemed  to. prevail^  and  he  was  as  much  inveigh- 
ed against  for  resigning,  as  he  was  afterwards 
reviled  for  remaining  in  power.  His  withdraw- 
ing firom  government  at  this  crbis,  was  called  • 
defection;  a  criminal  conspiracy,  with  a  view 
to  embarrass  the  king,  and  to  force  him  to 
comply  with  his  onwanantable  demands.'*--* 
Coxe'iWflpole. 
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two  fotkerfl :  and  tW  liia  tnccotto  m^M  takt 
'  eire  to  bring  it  to  peiftctioa. 

JVirf  Aer  Dehaie  on  the  Suppfy."]  April  Id. 
The  Commofls  went  into  m  cotmnittee  of  the 
whole  House,  to  consider  of  the  Suppljr  granted 
to  his  inaj«stj ;  aod  Mr.  Seeretarjr  Stanhope 
havmg  made  a  motion  for  granting  to  h\9  oui« 
)eflty  the  fum  of  950,000/.  to  enable  him  to 
eoDccrt  meusurcs  against  Sweden;  there  wm 
fer  a  miuttte  or  two  a  great  siienoe  ia  the 
-  House. 

Mr.  PuUenryy  who  broke  it  first,  expressed 
bis  sorprize  at  it ;  and  added,  That  as  for  his 
parr,  he  bad  not  .yet  »aid  any  thing  to  this  mat- 
ter; becatttie  he  tiiought  it  indonsistent  wiih  &t- 
cency  to  oppose  a  motion  that  came  from  the 
court,  while  he  h^d  the  honour  to  be  bis  majes- 
ty's immediate  servant ;  but  that  haringresigned 
MS  place,  that  he  might  act  with  the  freedom  be- 
coming an  Englishman,  he  could  not  forbear  de- 
cUring  against  the  granting  a  Supply,  in  a  man- 
ner altogether  unparliamentary  and  unprece- 
dented :  tJiat  he  could  not  persuade  himself,  that 
•ny  Englishoian  advised  his  majesty  to  send  such 
a  Message ;  but  he  doubted  not,  but  the  resolu- 
tions of  a  British  parli^iment  would  make  s  Ger- 
man ininistry  tremble.  He  was  seconded  by 
the 

Lord  jFVncA,  who  even  found  fault  with  some 
steps  that  had  been  taken  in  relation  Co  the  af- 
fairs of  the  Northern  Alliance ;  and  said.  That 
it  appeared  by  the  Memorial  presented  by  the 
Russian  minister,  and  bj  the  Answer  returned, 
that  SQch  measures  bad  been  pursued  as  were 
like  to  engage  us  in  a  quarrel  with  tbt  Gear. 
Upon  this 

Mr.  Secretary  Stanhope  speke  in  Tindication 
of  tbe  king  and  his  ministers^  in  relation  both  to 
tha  Ciar  and  th6  king  of  Sweden.  With  res- 
pect to  the  Brsty  he  said,  That  he  had  hitherto 
been  obliged  to  be  ailent;  but  that  he  was  now 
at  liberty  to  set  this  matter  in  a  dear  ligbt,  and 
to  acquaint  the  Hoase,  that  the  eoldnese  which 
appeared  of  late  betw«m  tbe  kmg  and  «be  €aar, 
jHTOceeded  from  his  mi^es^^  refueipg  to  be- 
come guarantee  of  his  cianrii  majeety's  con- 
qoeats;  and  from  hit  majesCy^  solioitinc  tbe 
eaar  to  withdraw  his  troops  from  the  dueiiy  of 
Meekleabuiig:  tlMit  as  to  the  £rat  ef  those 
matters,  his  mn$eflty's  condaet  deterred  the  ap- 
plause and  tbe  tfaMdts  of  a  British  paHiamenc^ 
aince  it  appeared  thereby^  that  his  smyesty  was 
lenHer  not  to  ei^gage  the  nation  in  foreign  quar- 
relt:  diat  iUs,  indeed^  had  been  his  majesty's 
principal  bar^,  since  his  happy  aocessien  to  the 
Ihroae ;  and  he  might  assuM  them^  that  Great 
Britain  waeentirely  free  from  any  ^ngagemeBts, 
lusd  ait  liberty  to  follow  such  measures  as  best 
auh  with  her  interest :  that  aa  4br  tlie  inetances 
which  his  mtffeasj  has  caused  to  be  made  wl^ 
the  csar,  and  the  measures  be  may  have  oon- 
«ertedy  to  get  the  Buseian  tpoeps  out  of  tbe 
duchy  of  Mecldenburgy  his  msjesTy  has  acted  in 
aU  this  as  eleotor  and  pnnoe  of  theompiret 
that  be  was  persuaded,  an  the  geotlemeo  ther^ 
would  agree  with  him,  tba(  (he  kvif't  dignityi 


at  kiog  of  Gieiit  BtitaiOf  was  neierundemaod 
to  tio  up  his  baudt  with  respect  to  bis  interest 
in  Germany,  nod  a  phnce  of  the  empire :  but 
betides,  he  nuist  detire  gsntlemeu  to  consider, 
that  loiME  before  hi«  jpia^(y*s  aocessioo  to  tb 
Cfowuy  Oftat  BritaMi  waadn  strict  onion  wUb 
the  emperor  umkI  ea»pite ;  so  thai  if,  by  ¥irt«s 
of  ancient  alliaaees^  the  amperur  shouUl  re« 
quire  Great  Britain  to  use  tbo»e  iHstanoes  wtcb 
the  csar,  which  tbe  king  has  made  only  as  elec- 
tor of  Hasover^  Great  Britain  coukl  no(  aroid 
complying  with  his  request :  that  in  reUtioo  u> 
Sweden,  &e  king's  ponduct  was  not  only  Uame« 
less  and  unspotted,  but  worthy  of  the  highsM 
commenchitioos ;  that  in  the  late -queen's  tiiue^ 
Great  Britain  iaterpo6«^d  to  procure  a  neu- 
trality in  the  North,  whereby  the  king  of  Swe* 
den  might  have  preserved  his  possessions  ia  tke 
empire  :  That  the  regency  at  Stockholm  agreed 
to  this  overture;  but  that  tbe  kingofSvsdtfa 
rejected  it  with  haughtiness  and  the  utmost 
scorn,  dectariag,  he  would  use  those  as  his  ene- 
mies,^ who  should  pretend  to  impoae  such  a 
neotrality  upon  hiin :  That  during  the  whole 
coarse  of  that  nei^otiation,  the  kin|^  tbeo  eledur 
of  Hanover,  used  all  friendly  offices  in  £ivo« 
of  Sweden:  That  all  this  having  proved  iae^ 
fectual,thp6tigh  the  king  of  Sweden's  obstinacy 
and  the  king  of  Denmark  having,  bj  the  fof^ 
tune  of  war.  re>eonqttered  the  dutchies  of  Bre* 
men  and  Verden,  his  majesty,  as  eleoter  of 
Hanover,  bos  purchased  the  same  witi&  bis  owe 
money,  for  a  valuable  contiderati^ic  That  al- 
though it  never  was  in  his  mi^esty'sthbiights  is 
engage  Great  Britain  in  a  war  to  sopfort  that 
acqui^tioi^  yet,  if  gentlemen  would  give  then* 
selves  the  trouble  to  cost  their  «yes  upon  ifas 
map,  to  see  where  Bremen  and  Verden  lie,  hi 
hoped  they  would  not  be  indiffsceot  aa  to  (be 
possessor  of  these  two  dotefaies^  but  would 
agree  with  him,  that  their  beiag  ia  the  kiog*^ 
hands  suits  Am*  better  with  the  interett  of  Grtst 
Britain,  than  if  tb^y  were  in  the  hands  either 
of  tbe  cxar,  who  gives  already  but  too  mocb 
jealousv  to  the  empire ;  or  of  the  king  of  Swc- 
den,  who  endeavoured  te  raise  a  new  rehdhoa 
in  Great  Britain,  and  karboure  our  iugititt 


Mr.  Jobm  Ani<&«pswered  Mr.  Secretarf  Staa- 
hepe,  and  said.  That  he  had  already  dMlarvl  bii 
reasooa  for  opposing  the  granting  this  Sopply  is 
such  an  extraordinai^  aaanner ;  and  that  aomt 
expressions  that  had  escaped  a  gentleman  in  tbe 
raiaistry,  instead  of  making  him  aker  hitopiakn 
rather  confirmed  him  in  its  Hiat  as,  on  tbt 
one  hand,  he  never  afieetod  popularity  ;  a«,oa 
the  other  hand,  when  the  good  of  his  ormntjy 
came  under  considcrataon,  he  always  spoke  kn 
thou^ns  with  the  liberty  that  becomes  mm  E^ 
Ushman,  without  any  regatd  to  the  mJaiateit; 
That  hedidnoit  pretend  to  be  tbocon|^y  m- 

riatedwith  attun abroad;  but  haviag  bad 
honour  to  sit  so  long  in  that  House^  wfatM 
to  great  a  vane^  of  business,  both  fecmfuand 
doHsastiCyJiad  often  been  debated,  be'mi|fat 
pvetofna  to  have  some  knovdedga  af  thma; 
Thai^  howarer  he  would  not  say  an/  ihisg  ta 
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•hat  bad  bMB*  advwioed  by  tfat  h«»>iinri>le 
member  who  spoke  last;  but  if  aa  estimate  of 
ibe  condoct  of  the  ministry,  io  relaoon  to  af- 
fairs abroad,  was  to  bo  made  by  a  compariaoD 
of  their  cotidaot  at  home,  be  was  sura  they 
would  not  appear  altogetberio  faultloBs  as  they 
wvre  represented.  Was  it  not  a  mistake, 
added  be,  not  to  preserve  the  peace  at  home, 
after  the  king  was  come  to  the  throne^  with 
ih^  onivenml  applause  and  joyful  acclamations 
of  all*  his  sul^ects?  Was  it  not  a  mistake^  upon 
the  breaking  oat  of  the  Rebellion,  not  to  issue 
eut  a  Proclamation,  to  offer  pardon  to  micb  as 
^oukl  retarn  home  peaceably,  as  had  erer 
been  proctiaed  before  upon  such  occasions  f 
Was  it  not  a. mistake,  after  the  suppression  of 
the  Rebellion,  and  the  (tial  and  execution  of 
the  principal  authors  of  it,  to  keep  up  animo- 
sitiei,  and  drive  people  to  despair  by  not  passing 
SB  act  of  indemnity  and  graee^  by  keeping  so 
many  persons  uader  bavd  and  tedious  confine- 
ment, and  by  granting  pardons  to  some,  with- 
out leaving  tliem  any  means  to  subsist  ?  Is  it 
■ot  a  mistake,  not  to  trust  to  a  vote  of  par- 
huneat,  for  making  good  such  Engagementis  as 
his  majesty  shall  tmnk  proper  to  enter  into; 
and  instead  of  that,  to  insist  on  the  grantiug  of 
tfaisSuppIy  in  such  an  extraordinary  manner? 
Is  it  not  a  mistake,  to  take  this  opportunity  to 
create  divisions,  and  render  some  of  the  king's 
best  friends  suspected  and  obnoxious  f  Is  it  not 
t  mistake,  in  short,  to  form  parties  and  cabals, 
m  order  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal  the  act 
igsinst  occasional  Conformity  ? 

Mr.  Secretaiy  Stanhope  replied,  That  be  had 
bad  the  honour  to  serve  his  majesty,  since  hit 
bsppy  accession  to  the  throne,  bat  as  th^re 
were  other  persons,  some  of  them  in,  and 
others  oat  of  place,  who  had  a  greater  share 
than  himself  in  the  admioistration  of  affairs, 
be  left  it  to  them  to  justify  themselves:  That 
bowcFer,  he  would  clear  a  principal  pointy  by 
^oriog  the  committee,  that  be  had,  some  time 
^P,  the  king's  orders  to  draw  up  an  Act  of  In- 
demnity. 

Mr.  Barringtim  Skute,  member  forBci^iok, 
*ud,  That  the  king  wns  indeed  come  to  the 
tbrooe  with  the  joyful  acclamations  of  most  of 
bisaibjects;  but  that  tbe  disaffection  that  ap- 
f^^re^  soon  after,  did  nbt  proceed  from  tbe  ill 
coodact  of  his  ministers,  but  solely  from  tbe 
JJjmoval  of  some  persons  in  great  employments ; 
That  nevertheless,  in  the  changes  that  were 
*«»'madc,  his  majesty  bad  folbwed  the  rules 
w  pradence,  justice  and  gratitude,  since  he  ad- 
'^"^ed  those,  who,  in  t^e  worst  ♦of  times,  had 
P»en  undoubted  proofs  of  their  affection  and 
•tt^meuttohis  interest,  in  the  room  of  those 
^  bad  been  preferred  in  tbe  last  reign,  as 
^  attest  instruments  to  destroy  the  Protes- 
^  accession  even  before  it  took  place,  and 
J**  b^d  since  been  in  open  rebellion  against 
^majesty.  That  as  for  the  other  mistakes 
J™^  upon  the  administration,  they  might  be 
•^oed  tu  diese  two}  viz.  'Die  not  passing  the 
^of  Indemnity,  and  the  design  to  repeal  the 
^^^**«^tlMls  That  as  to  Ae  hst,  there  were 


VM9DW  Dpiaions  about  it;  and  o6nmdering  tbe 
raatlcss  spirit  of  the  disconttnted  party,  it  was 
hard  to  determine,  whether  an  Indemnity  was 
a  proper  way  to  reduce  them  ;  since  it  was  no- 
torious, that  the  repeated  instances  of  clemency 
which  his  majesty  has  given  since  his  accession, 
have  been  abused  and  despised :  That  as  to  th« 
repeal  of  the  acts  against  the  diasenters,  no- 
thing, in  his  opinion,  was  either  more  just  or 
reasonable ;  and  he  could  not  but  wonder,  that 
a  gentleman  (meaning  Mr.  John  Smith)  who 
had  been  turned  out  of  his  employment  in  the 
last  reign,  and  restored  since  the  king's  coming 
to  the  crown,  should  account  it  a  mistake,  on 
the  one  hand,  not  to  grant  an  Indemnity  to  his 
majesty's  declared  enemies ;  and  a  mistake  on 
the  other  hami,  to  makehis  majesty^  undoubt- 
ed friends  easy. 

Mr.  SniUhf  afber  an  eapknatian,  demanded 
an  d  giirea  about  bis  being  tunied  out  of  place  and 
restored,  replied  to  the  last  part  of  Mr.Sbute^a 
speech,  That  be  ever  was  for  all6whig  liberty 
of  conaoence  to  tbe  dissentersi  and  had  even 
voted  a^inst  the  Ocoaaional  Bill ,  but  that  the 
same  being  passed  into  a  kw,  it  was  bis  opi- 
nion, that  it  could  not  be  repealed  without  As- 
quieting  tbe  whole  nation. 

Mr.  Yonge,  member  for  Honiton,  spoke 
next,  and  said,  That  some  days  before,  fa^  had 
been  aeainst  the  motion,  for  granting  a  Sopplr 
upon  tbe  ktngS  noeesage,  because  be  tbou|^t  it 
unparliamentary ;  and  it  was  tbeq  his  opim'on 
to  address  the  king,  to  enter  into  seob  eagage- 
oteutsas  bis  majesty  shall  ibiak  proper,  and 
that  f lie  Commons  wooldmake  good  the  same ; 
hut  that,  since  the  minority  of  the  House  lied 
deterttnaed  to  grant  a  Sapply,  the^  bad 
brought  themselves  to  this  dilemma,  either  te 
grant  what  was  asked  as  neoeMary  for  tbe  aer^ 
vtoe,  or  to  tell  the  king,  that  that  service  mesv 
remain  unperformed,  which  they  had  in  a  man- 
ner determined  to  be  necessary  by  gmnting  & 
Supply.    This  speech  was  backed  by 

Mr.  Goafd,  who  owned,  That  we  could  not 
carry  oil  our  trade  lo  the  Baltic,  without 
bringing  the  king  of  Sweden  to  reason,  and 
therefore  he  wea  for  granting  this  Supply.' 

Mr.  iRehert  TTa ^oZ;,wbo  brought  up  the  r^ar^ 
said,.  That  having  already  spoken  for  the 
iupptv,  be  would  not  refuse  tbe  court  his  vote, 
and  tne  sam  being  named,  be  was  for  granting  it. 

Hereupon,  it  was  carried  without  dividing:, 
''  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  350,000/.  be  grant- 
ed, to  enable  his  majesty  to  Concert  such 
measures  witli  foreign  princes  and  states,  as 
may  prevent  any  charge  or  apjprebensions  from 
the  designs  of  Sweden  for  tbe  future." 

April  13.  Mr.  Farrer  having  reported  this 
Resolution  to  the  House,  some  of  the  members 
endeavoured  to  render  it  ineffectual,  by  moving 
that  it  should  be  re-committed.  To  debate 
this  motion  with  more  freedom,  Mr.  Bromley, 
taking  notice  that  several  peers,  and  others, 
were  got  into  the  House,  movied,  that  the  House 
be  cl«ircd  of  all  strangers ;  which  being  done 
accordingly,  Mr.  Shippen  insisted  on  the  re- 
committing of  the  Kesolution  in  question.    He 
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wasseooDded  by  Mr.  HongeHbnL  sir  TbomM 
Uanmer,  Mr.  Uerae,  and  Mr.  Lawion ;  *bnt 
the  other  paitj  called  for  the  queftion ;  aod  the 
•aid  Resolution  being  read  a  second  time,  was 
•greed  to  by  a  majority  of  153  against  132.* 

April  16.  Mr.  Boscawen  having  acquainted 
the  House  with  Ills  majesty's  desire,  that  they 
would  adjourn  till  the  6th  of  May,  the  liouse 
accordingly  adjrfurned  to  that  day. 

The  Kin^t  Speech  respecting  a  Reduction  of 
the  Land  Forees^  an  Act  of  Grace^  ^S  <*•]  May  6. 
The  King  went  to  the  House  of  Lords,  and  the 
Commons  attending,  his  majesty  commanded 
the  Lord  Chancellor  to  read  ihc  following 
Speech  to  both  Houses : 

*'  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen  ; 

*'  It  is  with  great  satisfaction  that,  after 
tbii  short  recess,  I  can  acquaint  you  with  the 
certain  advice  I  have  received,  that  my  fleet  is 

*  <<  By  this  time  there  was  almost,  a  total 
change  in  the  ministry.  The  earl  of  Sunderland 
was  appointed  secretary  of  state,  as  was  also 
Mr.  Joseph  Addison :  Mr.  Stanliope  was  made 
£rst  commissioner  ofthe*treasory,  anB  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchecjuer:  lord  Torringtoo,  Mr. 
Wallop,  Mr.  BaiUie  of  Jerwiswood,  and  Mr. 
Micklethwaite  were  the  other  commissioners 
of  the  treasury ;  sir  William  St.  Quintin,  Mr. 
Methuen,  and  Mr.  Edgecombe,  being  removed, 
Mr.  Craggs  was  declared  secretary  at  war; 
Mr.  Charles  Stanhope,  coadjutdr  to  Mr. 
Lowndes,  secretary  to  the  treasury ;  and  Mr. 
Joseph  Micklethwaite,  secretary  to  Mr.  Stan-' 
hope,  as  chancellor  and  under  treasurer  of  the 
exchequer.  The  earl  of  Orfbrd  resigaed  his 
place  of  first  eommissioner  of  the  admiralty, 
which  was  given  to  the  earl  of  Berkley.  The 
rest  of  the  cnoimmissioners  of  the  admiralty 
were,Mr.  Aylmer,  sir  George  Byng,  Mr.  Cock- 
burne,  and  Mr.  Cbetwynd.  The  duke  of 
Bolton  was  appointed  lord  lieutenant  of  Irehind, 
and  his  placeof  lord  chamberlain  of  the  house- 
hold, was  bestowed  on  the  duke  of  Newcastle. 
The  duke  of  Devonshire  resif^ned  Ins  place  of 
president  of  the  council.''    TmdaL 

<'  It  was  remarked  by  observers  at  that  time 
that  in  the  comparison  the  gentlemen  who  left 
their  places  were  not  succe^ed  by  gentlemen 
as  wfil  qualified  for  them.  Mr.  Addibon  was 
allowed  to  be  an  excellent  writer  and  poet ; 
but  no  body  thought  he  was  so  well  acquainted 
with  affairs  of  state  as  Paul  Mcthuen,  esq. 
who  had  from  hi^  youth  been  accustomed  lo 
foch  transactions  :  neither  did  any  one  think 
tha\  sir  Thomas  Micklethwaite,  was  as  fit  for 
the  treasury  board  as  Wilham  St.  Quintin  :  or 
John  Cockburn,esq.  for  that  of  the  admiralty, 
as  George  Dodington,  esq.  but  the  comparison 
was  much  more  unequal  still  between  general 
Stanhope  -and  R.  Walpole,  esq.  as  first  lord 
commissioner  of  the  treasury,  aod  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  t  As  to  James  Craggs,  .esq. 
who  was  made  secretary  at  war  in  the  room  of 
William  Pultenev,  esq.  those  that  made  com- 
parisons had  nothiqg  to  say.''  Oldmixou, 


safely  armed  in  the  Sooad^  wkicfa^  by  dia 
bleatiog  of  Almighty  God,  will  aecare  tliese 
kingdoms  against  any  immediale  danger  of  an 
Invasion. 

"  I  have,  by  these  means,  au  opportnnitj, 
which  is  very  acceptable  to  me,  of  making  a 
considerable  reduction  in  our  Laod-Forces, 
having  established*  it  as  a  rule  with  royself,  to 
consult  the  ease  of  my  people  in  every  thing, 
so  far  as  is  consistent  with  their  sJifety.  Aue, 
for  my  own  p«ut,  as  I  shall  always  ^lace  my 
greatness  in  the  prosperity  of  my  subjects,  se  I 
shall  always  oesire  that  my  power  may  be 
founded  in  their  affections.  It  is  upon  these 
considerations,  that  I  have  given  orders  for  the 
immediate  reducing  of  10,000  men. 

*'  That  nothing  may  be  wanting  in  me  to 
quiet  the  roiiids  of  all  aiy  subjects,  I  have  like- 
wise given  direcvions  to  prepare  au  Act  ol 
Grace ;  and  however  it  may  be  recei^'ad  by 
those  who  are  obstinately  bent  on  the  rain  ot 
their  country,  I  promise  myself,  that  it  will 
raise  a  due  sense  of  gratitude  in  all  such  as  have 
been  artfully  misled  into  treasonable  practices, 
against  my  p-srson  and  govemmeut,  and  pre- 
serve them  irom  standing  in  need  of  the  iike 
mercy  for  the  future,  when  such  on  iusrance  of 
clemency  may  noc  be  so  eipedieiit  for  the  pub* 
lie  welfare,  as  it  would  be  agreeable  to  my  owo 
inclinations. 

**  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons, 

"  1  thank  you  for  yoor  readiness  to  support 
me  in  the  present  juncture  of  atiairs,  and  for  the 
Supplies  which  you  have  given  ;  and  do  pcoauie 
you,  that  they  shall  be  employed  for  the  uses  to 
whicii  you  designed  them. 

<'  I  shall  order  such  faithful  accounts  to  be 
laid  before  you  the  next  session,  as  will  make 
it  appear,  there  ^'as  no  other  view  iu  asking 
any  particular  Supply,  than  to  prevent  a  much 
greater  expence,  whidi  the  nation  must  hare 
unavoidably  incurred  without  iu 

"  I  must  recommend  to  you,  as  I  did  at  the 
beginning  of  the  session,  to  take  all  proper 
methods  for  reducing  the  public  debts,  with  a 
just  regard  to  parliamentarv  credit. 
**  My  Lords  and.  Gentlemen; 

'*  The  year  being  so  far  advanced,  I  liope 
you  will  go  through  the  public  busmen  «iih 
all  possible  dispatch  ond  onania>ity,  it  beuig 
my  intention  to  meet  you  early  the  next  winifr, 
that  the  silting  of  parliameut  may  be  brougM 
into  the  more  usual  and  convenient  season.*' 

The  Lords*  Address  of  ThaHktS\  'J'he  king 
being  withdrawn,  the  Lords  voted  an  Address 
of  Thanks,  which  was  presented  next  clay,  as 
follows: 

•*  Most  Gracious  Sovereign  ; 

"  We  your  majesty's  roost  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  the  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal  ia 
parliament  assembled,  beg  leave  to  return  your 
mtijesty'our  most  humble  thanks  for  your  ma- 
jesty's most  gracious  Speech  from  the  throne, 
and  for  your  majesty's  having  taken  eSeccatk 
care  to  prevent  ail  immediate  danger  of  an  In- 
vasion upon  these  your  kingdoms,  by  sending 
your  fleet  to  aarly  into  tha  Soood;  aod  w* 
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caMiot\Hit  apkno«rk%e,  with  th«  greatest  ts- 
tisfiictioD,  TOur  majestj's  moit  teoder  regard  to 
the  ease  ox  your  people,  in  giving  orderSi  as 
loon  as  it  was  consistent  with  toe  public  safety, 
for  redodog  so  considerable  a  number  of  the 
laod  forces. 

'*  We  also  give  your  mijesty  our  most  hum- 
ble thinks,  fi>r  your  h^v^og  pommuoicated  to 
your  fMirlian^enty  your  intention  to  pass  an  Act 
of  Grace,  which  we  hope  will  have  all  the  good 
eflfects  your  majesty  so  reasonably  and  justly 
expects  from  it. 

**  And  we  take  this  occasion  to  assure  your 
majesty,  that  we  will,  with  the  utmost  zeal  and 
duty,  defend  and  support  your  majesty's  sacred 
person  and  government,  against  all  your  ene- 
mies both  at  home  and  abroad. 

7%e  £iii^f  ilPMver.J   His  miyesty*8  Answer' 
thereto,  w:as  as  follows : 
«  >ly  Lords, 

''  I  thank  you  kindly  for  this  very  dutiful 
Address ;  your  zeal  and  affection  to  my  person 
and  government,  is  what,  under  God^  I  shall 
always  principally,  rely  on.'' 

Jk£r.  hukmtrt  mctoet  for  as  Addre$g,  and 
nJUcts  cm  Mir,  R,  WolpoU  and  others  Jor  re 
signiHg  their  Fluce$,]  The  Commons  being 
returned  to  their  HousCy  Mr.  Lechmere  moved 
for  an  Address  to  his  majesty,  which  not  being 
opposed,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  draw 
one  up. 

Mr.  LeckmerCj  in  his  speech  for  this  Ad- 
dress, animadverted  upon  such  of  the  mem- 
bers as  had  lately^  resigned  their  places,  as  if 
diey  iotended  co  distress  the  king's  affairs. 

Mr.  Walpole  tbougllt  fit,  in  bis  own  vindicar 
tion,  to  say.  That  persons  who  had  accepted 
places  in  the  government^  had  often  been  re- 
flected on  for  carrying  oa  designs,  and  acting 
contrary  to  the  interest  of  their  cimntj^ ;  but 
that  be  had  never  heard  a  man  found  fault 
with,  for  laying  down  one  of  the  most  profitable 
places  in  the  kingdom :  that,-  for  his  own  part, 
if  be  would  have  complied  with  some  measures, 
k  had  not  been  in  the  power  of  any  of  the 
present  mini»tcr8  xo  remove  him  ;  but  that  he 
nad  reasons  for  resigning  his  employments, 
with  which  he  had  acquainted  his  majesty,  and 
aught  perbapa,  in  a  proper  time,  declare  them 
to  the  House.  In  the  mean  while  the  tenoor 
•f  his  conduct  should  shew,  that  he  never  in- 
vaded 10  make  the  king  uneasy,  or  to  embar- 
rass his  affairs :  and  concluded  with  moving, 
That  the  bill,  '  For  redeeming  the  Doty  on 
'  HooMs,'  &c.  might  be  read  a  second  time, 
l/poo  this 

Mr.  Secretary  Sta/nhopt  represented,  That 
ieveral  tliinas  in  that  bill  wanted  to  be 
asieaded  andrccti&ed,  and  therefore  be  moved, 
Uuit  the  eeoond  reading  of  it  might  be  put  off 
to  tha-next  day  se'naighc ;  which  was  ordered 
atcofdmgly.  He  likewise  made  use  of  that 
•fpoftonity  to  take  notice  to  the  House,  That 
M  bndeisteod  it  had  been  the  common  prao* 
tica  ef  those  concerned  in  the  administration 
^  the  treasory,  to  make  bargains  for  the  pub* 
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lie,  ifitb  the  governors  and  directors  of  com- 
panies, by  which  sonde  private  afivaniage» 
were  generally  made :  but  that,  in  his  opioioo^ 
such  bargains  ought  to  be  made  at  the  bar  of" 
the  House,  by  the  ropresentalivet  of  all  the 
Commons  of  Great  Britain ;  and  if  aay  ad- 
vantages could  be  made,  the  public  ought  to 
have  Qie  benefit  of  tbenu 

The  Common^  Address  of  Thanks.]  May  7. 
Mr.  Lechmere  reported  the  Address  to  hW 
majesty,  as  follows ; 

*<  Most  Gfaoioos  Sovereign; 

^  We  yonr  majesty^  most  dutiful,  and  loyal 
sttlnects,  the  Commons  of  Great >  Britain  in 
parliament  assembled,  crave  leave  to  approach 
your  sacred  person,  with  hearts  full  of  grati- 
tude to  your  majesty  ^r  the  many  giScieaa 
declarations  you  have  been  pleased  to  mak^ 
to  OS  from  the  throne. 

^*  Ourduty  to  your  majesty,  and  our  coneem 
for  the  security  of  your  kii^^ms,  at  d  time 
when  the  nation  was  threatened  with  a  despe- 
rate Invasion,  obliged  ns  to  make  provision  fop 
keeping  up  such  a  body  of  Land  Forces^  at 
might  ^hew  that  we  were  in  a  posture  of  de- 
fence: but  your  miyesQr  having  grounds  to 
hope,  en  the  arrival  of  your  Fleet  m  the  Sonni^ 
that,  by  the  blessing  pf  God,  a  check  will  hm 

{>ut  to  that  design,  we  most  for  ever  afiknow- 
edge,  that  the  early  directions  you  have  been 
pissed  to  give  fqr  reducing  such  a  body  4f 
those  Land  Forces,  is  the  most  acceptable 
pledge  you  could  give  your  people  of  ^our  leiw 
derness  for  them  ;  and  that  yonr  miyesty  baa 
nothing  so  much  at  heart  as  their  present  and 
future  welfare,  and  is  such  an  instance  of  your 
great  wisdom  and  goodness,  aa  must  for  ever 
endear  your  majesty  to  all  your  subjects. 

<*  We  are  bound  to  express  oor  jnst  saiitfo^ 
tion  in  your  gracious  intentions  of  mercy,  aa 
being  bi£bly  conducive  to  the  tcancpiilhty  of 
the  kingdom,  and  a  convincing  proof  of  your 
majestjps  desire  to  reign  in  the  affections  of  all 
your  subjects. 

'*  We  have  so  often  experienced  the  hnopf 
eflfeoti  of  the  confideoce  we  have  reposed  in 
your  maiesty,  that  we  can  never  entertain  any 
doubt  ef  the  due  application  of  any  Suppliea 
granted  by  us ;  and  do  receive,  in  the  most  .du- 
tiful and  affectionate  manner,  your  majesty't 
promise  to  lay  the  Accounts  of  such  application 
before  us,  as  a  great  instance  of  your  justice  to . 
the  nation. 

**  We  are  truly  sensible  how  much  the  ease 
^d  prosperity  of  your  subjects  depends  on  the 
accomplishing  that  great  and  necessary  work, 
of  reducing  this  public  Debts,  and  are  revived 
to  carry  it  on  in  the  most  effectual  manner^ 
with  just  regard  to  parliamentary  credit. 

"  We  are  likeiisise  resolved,  by  the  dispatch 
and  unanimity  of  our  proceedings,  to  convince 
the  world,  that  we  are  inviolably  engaged  in 
duty  and  affection  to  your  moK  sacred  person 
and  government,  on  tat  support  of  which  the 
welfare  and  happiness  of  tltflsekiofdomSi  under 
God,  entirely  depen4.'^  ^ ^^^J^ 
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Mr.  SMppen  move$  for  re'Ccmmkting  the 
AMreuJ]  After  the  reading  the  mboye  Ad- 
dressy 

Mr.  Shippen  moved  to  bave  it  re-committed ; 
imd  that  an  Amendment  might  be  made  to 
that  part  of  it  which  relates  to  the  Army, 
which, he  proposed  to  be  as  follows,  Vis.  *  And 

*  your  loyal  Uommons  have  no  doubt  but  your 
'  majesty  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  make  a 
'  further  reduction  of  the  Army^  and  to  conti- 
'  noe  only  such  a  number  of  forces  as  hath 
'  l>een  usually  thoufhty  in  a  time  of  peace,  to 

*  be  sufficient  for  the  security  of  this  kingdom.' 
To  support  his  motion,  he  represented  the 
danger  of  a  sundin^  army ;  oi^og,  That  in 
Cromwell's  time,  a  force  much  less  than  what 
will  remaia  i«  Great  Britain  after  the  reduc- 
tion proposed,  had  overturned  the  monarchy, 
abolished  episcopacy,  put  down  the  House  of 
Peers,  and  driven  the  Commons  from  their 


He  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Bromley,  and 
backed  by  Mr.  Heme  and  genital  Ross ;  but 
they  were  opposed  by  Mr.  Secretary  Stanhope, 
Mr.  Robert  WaJpole,  and  also  by 

Mr.  Piift^ney,  who  declared,  That  before 
the  discovery  of  the  late  Swedish  Conspiracy, 
while  he  had  the  honour  to  serve  his  majesty 
as  Secretary  at  War,  he  had  received  such  di- 
rectionto  as  shewed  bis  majesty'^  intentions,  at 
that  time,  to  reduce  still  a  greater  number  of 
forces,  then  was  now  proposed ;  and  therefore, 
he  did  not  doubt  but  his  majesty  would  do  it 
•s  soon  as  the  safety  of  his  kingdoms  wonld  ad- 
mit of  it.  He  added.  That,  in  his  opinion,  the 
nation  had  no  reason  to  fear  any  thing  from  an 
army,  who,  for  near  thirty  years  past,  had 
given  signal  proofs  of  their  firm  adherence  to 
the  Protestant  interest,  and  of  their  zeal  to 
maintain  the  liberties  of  their  country ;  and 
that  if  there  was  any  danger  at  present,  it  was 
only  from  fore^n  connsels. 

At  length  the  (question  beins  put  upon  Mr. 
Shippen's  motion,  it  was  carried  in  the  negative 
by  a  majority  of  168  against  80. 

Papers  relating  to  the  6,000  Dutch  Troopi 
in  Sootland.'lJSLhj  8.  Mr.  Pulteney  acquainted 
the  House,  That  he  was  apprehensive  of  some 
Mismanagements  and  Imbezzleroents  of  the 
public  money,  in  relation  to  the  6,000  Dutch 
troops,  and  flie  service  in  North  Britain. 
Upon  this<  it  was  resolved  to  present  two  Ad- 
dresses to  his  majesty  ;  one  for  an  Account  of 
the  money  given  for  the  payment  of  the  6,000 
Dutch  troops,  taken  into  hb  majesty's  service 
during  the  late  Rebellion,  with  the  charge  of 
the  transporution  of  the  said  troops  forwards 
and  backwards,  distinguishing  each  particular 
under  its  respective  hc^ ;  the  other  lor  an^  Ac- 
count of  the  distribution  of  the  extraordinaries 
and  contingencies  issued  out  for  the  service 

Crformed  m  North  Britain  during  the  late  Re- 
11  ion. 

The  King*$  Answer  totheAddreu(^Thank$,\ 
May  9.  The  House  presented  their  Address  of 


Thanks  to  the  king  for  hit  Speech,  who  reCnrnei 
the  following  Answer: 
"  Gentlemen ; 
'*  It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I  find  tht 
directions  I  have  given,  to  make  aRedactioo  io 
the  Army,  and  my  intentions  to  grant  an  Act 
of  Grace,  are  so  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  roj 
fiiithfol  Commons.  I  thank  you  for  the  heuty 
assurances  vpu  give  me  of  your  affections  to  my 
person  and  government;  and  shall  always 
make  such  an  use  of  the  con^dence  yon  repose 
in  me,  as  may  be  most  for  the  advantage  of  my 
people.'' 

Debate  on  Sir  W.  Wyndham's  Motion  fir 
Dr,  Snape  to  preach  before  the  HouseJ]  May 
13.  A  warm  debate  arose  on  a  very  singular 
occasion. 

Sir  Wm,  Wyndham  having  moved.  That  Dr^ 
Snape  be  desired  to  preach  before  the  House 
at  St.  Marsaret's,  Westminster,  upon  the  t9d) 
of  May ;  he  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Shippeo, 
and  backed  by  all  the  Qiembers  who  had  lately 
resifrned  tiieir  employments. 

Mr.  Horatio  Walpole,  who  spoke  first  after 
Mr.  ^iiippe'n,  said.  That  it  was  unusual,  on 
such  occasions,  to  put  the  negative  on  any 
man,  whom  a  member  of  that  Ifouse  had 
thought  fit  to  name ;  and  that  Dr.  Snape  was 
not  only  a  person  of  merit  and  great  leamjng, 
but  had  likewise  the  honour  to  be  one  of  hu 
majesty's  chaplains. 

Mr.  Robert  Walpole  said.  That  he  knew  Dr. 
Snape  to  be  a  very  learned,  and  a  very  honest 
man  :  that  be  had  not  only  entrasted  hiin  with 
the  education  of  his  own  children,  bot  also 
recommended,  the  sons  of  the  duke  of  De- 
vonshire and  lord  Townshend  to  his  care ;  and 
therefore  he  could  not  but  think,  that  he  miriit 
be  trusted  with  preaching  a  Sermon  beforethat 
assembly. 

Mr.  XecAmcre  opposed  them,  and  said.  That 
he  could  not  but  wonder,  that  a  member  wba 
had  been  one  of  the  managers  againa  Dc; 
Sacheverel,  should  now  speak  in  behalf  of  a 
divine  who  had  asserted  the  same  notions  of 
passive  obedience  and  non-resistance,  for  which 
the  other  had  been  prosecuted ;  and  who  had 
lately  attacked  a  strenuous  and  worthy  chaa- 
pion  of  the  Revolution  and  Protestant  soccer 
sion. 

Mr.  Aitlabie  answered.  That  he  gave  has  vote 
to  Dr.  Snape  because  he  looked  upon  him  as  a 
learned  and  honest  man :  And  as  for  having  writ* 
ten  against  the  bishop  of  Bangor^s  [Dr.  Headley} 
Sermon,  he  did  not  think  it  a  sufficient  reae 
to  put  upon  him  a  negative,  which  woald  bit 
prejudging  of  a  controversy  that  did  not  pro- 
perly Mong  to  their  cognizance. 

Lord  Guernsey  also  spoke  in  behalf  of  Dr« 
Snape. 

Mr.  Hungegford  8tad,  That  if  the  cooithai 
not  interposed,  the  doctor  might  have  shewn  th« 
bishop. fine  sport;  but  that  the  king  having 
ordered  his  ministers  to  disband  part  of  thi 
army,they  had,  by  mistake,  diabaoded  ^  eo*> 
vocation.  ^  , 
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Sir  WiUwm  Wjndbam's  motion  being  thus 
«trongly  topportedy  aod  Mr.  Lechmere  being 
l»acked  00I7  by  sir  Joseph  Jekjll,  Mr.  Boscaweo; 
Mr.  Trebjy  and  a  few  more,  the  question  was 
pot  and  carried  iu  tlie  affirmative,  hj  141 
voices  against  131 :  and  sir  Wiiliam  Wyndham 
and  Mr.  Shippen  were  ordered  to  acquaint  Dr. 
Snape  with  the  desire  of  the  Hoase.  * 

*  '^  As  the  change  in  the  ministrjr  had  caosed 
a  division  among  ih^  Whigs,  some  adheriog  to 
those  that  were  in,  and  others  to  those  that 
were  out  of  place,  an  opposition  was  formed  by 
those  lost  iq  conjanction  with  the  Tories,  on  se- 
veral occasions.  This  evidently  appeared  when 
sir  William  Wvndham  (who  haa  been  dis- 
diai|^)  moved^  that  Dr.  Snspe  should  be 
appoiatM  to  preach  on  the  Restoration  of  king 
Chari^  Tne  doctor  was  one  of  the  king's 
chaplains,  and  master  of  Eaton-school,  hot  was 
of  Ingb-church  principles,  and  had  lately  at- 
tacked the  bishop  of  Bangor.  The  cootrorersy' 
mentioned  in  this  debate  between  the  bishop  of 
Bangor  aod  Dr.  Snape,  was  occasioned  in  this 
manner :  Dr.  Benjamin  Hoadley,  famous  for 
his  steady  adherence  at  all  tim'es  to  the'  prin- 
ciples of  the  Ret olution,  (for  vvhich  be  had  been 
recommended  to  the  throne  by  the  House  of 
CommonSy  and  advanced  to  the  see  of  Bangor) 
had  lately  published,  *  A  Preservative  against 
'  the  Principles  and  Practices  of  the  Nonjurors;* 
and  soon  sifter  preached  a  sermon  before  the 
kin^  wbicb  was  printed  under  the  title  of, 
'The  Nature  of  the  Kingdom  of  Christ.'  To 
this  sermon  Dr.  Snape  published  an  Answer  ; . 
and,  presently  after,  the  lower  hdu^  of  Con- 
vocation (os  they  had  before  done  with  regard 
to  Dr.  Samnel  Clarke's  Scripture-Doctrine) 
entered  qpon  the  subject,  both  of  the  bishop 
of  Bangor's  Sermon,  and  of  his  Preservative. 
They  appointed  a  committee  of  six  of  their 
members,  to  examine  them,  and  made  their  re- 
poit  to  the  House.  The  Committee  sat  and 
drew  op  a  Representation,  in  which  both  th€ 
Preservative  and  Sermon  were  censured,  as 
tending,  *  1.  To  subvert  all  government  and 
*  diaci|3ioe  in  the  church  of  Christ,  and  to  re- 
'  dace  bis  kingdom  to  a  state  of  anarchy  and 
'  confusion.  ,And  2.  To  impugn  and  impeact 
'  the  repd.  supremacy  in  causes  ecclesiastical, 
'  and  the  authority  of  the  legislature,  to  in  force 
'  obedteooe  in  matters  of  religion  by  civil  sauc- 
'Cions.'  This  charge  was  supported  by  passages 
tdkea  oat  of  the  rreservative  and  Sermon,  and 
the  wbole  drawn  up  in  the  form  of  a  Report, 
I0  be  laid  before  the  Convocation.  But  the  go- 
venuneot,  out  of  regard  to  the  interest  of  the 
constitution,  in  churdi  and  state,  thought  pro- 
par  to  put  a  stop  to  these  proceedings,  by  a  pro- 
nwation  to  the  21d  of  November.  As  this  was 
ianutriously  represented  to  be  the  effect  of  the 
Wiop's  solicitation,  and  an  argnment  of  his 
Iv,  be  publicly  declared  before  the  world,,  that 
4e  prorogation  was  ordered,  not  only  without 
111  seeking,  but  without  so  much  as  nis  know- 
klge  or  even  suspicion  of  any  such  deskn,  till 
^vasresolved.    It  mint  be  obttrvod,  thatthe 


Propomltcf4he  South  Sea  Company  o^d  qf 
the  Bank  qf  England^  for  the  Reduction  ^  the 
NatumalJJebtt^  May  90.  The  Commons  hav- 
ing resolved  themselves  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  ^ouse,  to  consider  fiirther  of  ways 
and  means  for  raising  the  Supply,  granted  to 
his  majesty,  Mr.  Secreuu-y  Stanhope  laid 
before  them  the  respective  Proposals  of  the 
South  Sea  Company,  and  of  the  Bank  of 
England,  which  were  read,  as  follows : 

To  the  Honourable  the  Commons  of  Great 
Britain  in  Parliament  assembled :  The  Go- 
vernor and  Company  of  Merchants  of 
Great  Britain,  trading  to  the  South  Seas, 
and  other  parts  of  America,  and  for  eo- 
coucaeing  the  Fishery,  having  under  their 
consideration,  how  they  fnay  be  most  ser- 
viceable to  his  Majesty  and  bis  Govern- 
ment, and  to  shew  their  zeal  and  readiness  , 
to  concur  in  the  great  and  honourable  de- 
sign of  reducing  the  National  Debts,  in  such 
manner  as  may  be  consistent  witli,  and 
for  the  support  of,  Parliamentary  credit,  do 
hambly  propose, 

^'  1.  That  they  will  be  content,  and  do 
submit,  that  their  present  capital  stock  of 
10,000,000/.  be  increased  to  the  sum  of 
13,000,000/.  either  by  subscription  or  other- 
wise, as  by  their  general  court  shall  be  thought 
most  expedient. 

'<  3.  That  the  3,000,000/.  so  to  be  advanced, 
shall  be  paid  into  his  majesty's  exchequer,  by 
four  equal  payments,  the  last  whereof  to  bo 
on  or  before  the  34th  of  December  next,  and 
shall  be  employed  towards  redeeming  the  prin- 
cipal and  interest  charged  on  the  four  Lottery 
Acts  of  1711  and  1713,  and  the  Annuities  of 
3/.  per  cent,  payable  for  the  Bankers  debt, 
contracted  in  the  reign  of  king  Charfes  3,  and 
not  otherwise. 

'<3.  Tliat  the  present  annual  sums  of 
600,000/.  and  8,000/.  pavable  to  the  company, 
be  continued  to  them,  fur  and  in  respect  of 
their  said  10,000,)MX)/.,  until  the  34th  day  of 
June  17 18  t  and  that  for  the  3,000,000/.  to  be 
advanced  as  aforesaid,  there  shall  be  allowed 
to  the  company  an  annuity  after  the  rate  of 
5/.  per  cent,  per  annum,  ffom  the  respective 
times  of  payment  thereof  into  the  exchequer, 
until  the  said  34th  of  June  1718. 


representation  Was  never  approved  of  hy  the 
lower-house,  so  as  to  be  made  the  act  of  it : 
Though  many  have  been  led  to  think  it  was, 
by  the  artifice  made  use  of  in  the  title-f>age  to 
the  printed  copy  of  it.  The  prorogation  of  the 
Convocation  did  not  put  an  end  to  the  contro- 
versy. For  several  of  the  members,  since  they 
could  not  attack  the  bishop,  as  a  public  assem- 
bly, resolved  to  take  up  the  cause  in  a  private 
capacity.  Dr.  Sherlock,  who  was  one  of  the 
committee  who  drew  up  the  report,  seconded 
Dn  Snape,  and  these  two  were  followed  \iy 
many  otners,  insomuch  that  the  tracu  published 
on  this  occasion,  on  both  sidesi  are  said  to  bo 
about  seventy.*^  Tindal* 
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^*4.  That  from  and  after  die  said  34th  of 
June  1T18,  there  be  payable  to  the  company, 
bj  weekly  payments^  as  the  fands  shall  pro* 
duce,  an  annual  som  of  600,000/.  beiiig  aftler 
the  rate  of  6/.  per  cent,  per  aiknum,  for  the 
whole  18,000,000/1  together  with  their  pre- 
sent allowance  of  8,000/.  per  annum,  to  con- 
tinue ontil  redeemed  by  parliamtnit,  as  herein- 
after is  mentioned. 

'<  5.  That  the  present  duties  and  revenuet 
chargeable  with  the  pavment  of  the  present 
annual  sum  of  600,000/.  and  8,000/.  together 
with  such  duties  and  revenues  as  shall  be  re- 
deemed hj  the  said  ^,000,000/.  to  be  advanced 
as  aforesaid,  shall  be  continued  and  made  the 
land  for,  and  chargeable  with^  the  payment 
of  the  several  annuities  which,  pursuant  to 
this  proposition,  shall  become  due  or  payable 
to  the  company,  and  with  all  arrears  thereof, 
incurred  and  to  be  incurred  ;  and  that  the 
•urplus  of  all  the  said  duties  and  reveuuesi 
after  such  payment  to  the  company  as  afore* 
•aid,  shall  be  applied  and  appropriated  for  and 
towards  pajfing  and  disdiarging  some  other  of 
the  present  national  debts. 

^  6.  That  the  sums  unpaid,  charged  on  the 
general  mortgage,  1710,  which  is  part  of  the 
company*s  present  funds,  be  paid  out  of  the  Ag- 
gregate Fundi  to  arise  out  of  the  savings  of  the 
several  ftmds  which  shall  be  redeemed  or  re- 
duced this  session. 
.  ^''  7.  That  all  transfers  of  the  company's  pre^ 
•ent  and  iivcreased  capital  stock,  shall  he  free 
and  exempt  from  any  further  duties,  than  the 
transfers  are  at  present  subject  to  by  parlia- 
ment ;  and  that  their  present  and  mcreased 
capital  and  stock  in  trade,  be  exempt  from  all 
taxes  and  impositions  whatsoever. 

**  8.  Tlie  company  do  submit,  that  the  said  an- 
nual sum  of  600,000/.  for  the  said  1S,000,000/. 
and  the  said  annual  sum  of  8,000/.  may  be  re- 
deemable by  parliament,  upon  a  yearns  notice 
to  he  given  oy  authority  of  parliament,  on  any 
of  the  four  usual  quarterly  feast  days,  in  the 
year,  after  the  24th  of  June  1735 :  and  upon, 
.payment  to  the  said  governor  and  company 
of  the  said  capital  sum  of  12,000,000/.  and  all 
arrears  of  the  said  annual  sums  of  600,000/. 
and  8,000/. 

**  By  order  of  the  general  court  of  the  afore- 
said Governor  and  Company,  May  the  10th, 
irir,    JoHM  Uav,  Secretory.?' 

To  tlie  Honourable  the  Commons  of  Great 
Bri#ain  in  Parliament  assembled  :  The 
Governor  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of 
England,  being  willing  to  contribute  their 
.  assistance,  in  the  proposed  design  of  easing 
the  National  Debts,  in  such  manner  as  may 
be  consistent  with  the  support  of  Parlia* 
jnentary  credit, 

"  Humbly  propose ; 

^'  That  the  original  fund  of  100,000/  per  an- 

fUim,  paVable  to  the  Batik  in  consideration  of 

160,000/.  advanced  for  the  service  of  Che  go- 

re^ment,  remain  sttmred  to  them  to  tb6  M  day 


of  August  17411,  and  a  yeaKi  notice,  u  ik  s£ikihds 
confirmed  to  them  by  several  acts  of  p«riia«' 
ment. 

'<  That  they  are  Content  to  accept  an  anfivky 
of  88,175/.  7«.  tO\d.  beihg  after  the  rate  of 
5/.  per  cent,  per  annum,  on  the  principal  som 
of  1,775,027/.  17s.  10c/.  |,  in  lieu  of  die  present 
annuity  of  106,2tOl/.  ISt.  Sd,  payabfe  to  tbe 
said  governor  and  company  out  of  the  duties 
on  houses,  to  commence  from  the  25tb  day  of 
March  1718,  subject  to  redemption  by  pailiap 
ment,  on  twelvemonths  notice,  after  the  ifotli 
day  of  March  1723,  and  repayment  of  thepria^ 
cipal  and  all  arrears  of  the  said  annuity. 

«  As  to  the  Exchequer-bills,  issued  by  virtue 
of  several  acts  of  parliament,  and  now  standing 
out  for  456,125/.  principal  ivoney,  or  there- 
abouts. 

**  The  said  governor  and  company  are  con- 
tent to  accept  an  annuity,  after  the  rate  of  SL 
per  cent  per  annum,  for  the  sum  of  2,000^0OOf. 
part  thereof  to  commence  from  the29(h  day  of 
September  1717,  subject  to  redemption  by 
parliament,  on  twelve  months  notice,  after  the 
29th  day  of  September  1720,  and  repayment  of 
the  said  2,000,000/.  and  all  arrears  of  the  an« 
noity  attending  the  same. 

**  And  to  continue  the  circulating,  and  ex- 
changing for  money,  at  demand,  the  remaioder 
of  the  said  hills,  at  the  present  allowance  of 
3/.  per  cent,  per  aonum.^  And  are  also  «:ob- 
tent,  that  tlie  interest  now  payable  on  such 
bills,  may  be  reduced  to  Id,  per  cent,  per  dies, 
from  and  after  the  29th  day  of  September 
1717 ;  and  that  the  said  interest  may  cease  on 
any  of  the  Said  bills,  during  the  time  that  auch 
bills  may  lie  in  the  exchequer,  or  in  tbe  hsuids 
of  any  public  officers,  *  provided  that  the  ex- 
chequer-bills hereby  proposed  to  be  circalated 
and  exchanged  for  money,  or  any  of  tbem, 
be  not  jedeemable,  but  upon  12  monttis  notice 
after  the  29th  day  of  September  1724,  an^j  re. 
payment  of  the  principal  and  interest,  and  alt 
arrears  of  the  said  allowance  of  5/.  per  <:ent. 
f  er  annum ;  and  tbkt  the  allowances  of  45,000/. 
per  annum,  and  8,000/.  per  annum,  payable  to 
the  said  governor  and  company,  by  several 
%cts  of  parliament,  for  .making  exchequer- bills 
specie,  until  the  same  should  be  reduced  to 
1,900,000/.  be  continued  to  them  until  the  S5th 
day  of  March  1718, 

**  That  no  more  exche^uer-bilb,  or  billa  of 
like  nature,  be  issued  without  consent  of  the 
bank,  until  such  redemption  be  made. 

*'  The  said  governor  and  company  are  willing 
to  advance  the  suit  of  2,500,000/.  to  the  pub- 
lic, or  such  part  thereof  as  may  be  wanted,  in 
order  to  redeem  the  public  funds,  at  such  time 
and  times,  before  the  25th  of  March  1718, 
and  in  such  proportions  as  shall  be  found  ne- 
cessary at  an  interest  of  5/.  per  cent,  per  an- 
num, redeemable  by  parliament. 

"Provided  tEat  the  five  sevenths  excise, 
house  money,  and  duties  of  the  aggregate 
/und,  be  settled  to  answer  all  these  pt^yoients^ 
with  preference  to  all  Others,  and  that  the  cor* 
ponraon  of  the  bonk  do  coatiflQe  Wth  ^li  ics 
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capiKtei^  piiftte|M,  and  Mlnuirtige9y  till  «ll 
these  redemptions  are  made. 

^  And  that  all  saeb  privileges  and  clauses 
aiskdl  be  thought  nooetsary  and  reasonable, 
to  enable  the  bank  to  |>erforcQ  the  respective 
.  lenrioeB  nropeeed,  be  inserted  in  the  bill  co 
pns  OD  this  occasion,  and  that  no  fkrther  du- 
ties or  taxes  may  be  laid  on  their  present  or  in- 
eretsed  stock,  nor  on  anj  transfer  of  the  tatBe, 
nor  OD  «Bj  bonds  or  bills  to  be  issaed  bj  the 
bank  for  the  support  of  tlieir  credit. 

**  Signed  by  the  order  of  the  governor  fmd 
company  of  jhe  bank  of  England.  Jo.  Ince, 
Secretary.'' 

Dehate  on  the  $aid  Prt^pinaU,]  After  the 
reading  of  these  Proposals, 

Mr.  Roheri  Witlpole  raised  objections  against 
them,  particularly  against  that  of  the  South-Sea 
Company.     U6  was  seconded  by 

Mr.  Hutcketon,  who  endeavoured  to  shew, 
Tliat  the  nation  would  scarce  gain  this  year 
100,000/;  b)r  that  bargain  ;  and  therefore  he 
was  for  pdtting  off  this  afBtir  till  the  next  ses- 
sion to  give  the  communities  time  to  make 
more  reasonable  proposals.  He  was  answer- 
ed by 

Mr.  Lotmdesy  member  for  St.  Maw's,  and  se- 
cretary to  the  treasury,  who  said,  He  had  much 
ado  to  find  out  the  meaning  of  the  member 
who  spoke  last ;  that  in  the  same  speech  he 
had  advanced,  That  the  nation  would  gain  no- 
tUog  this  year,  and  then  owned  that  the  nation 
would  gain  100,000/.  That  supposing  the  gain 
to  be  no  more  than  the  kst  mentioned  sum, 
yet  the  Proposal  of  the  South-Sea  Company 
was  not  to  be  rejected,  since  it  would  enable 
the  nation  to  begin  to  reduce  the  public  debts. 
That  in  case  the  proposals  of  the  communities 
were  not  thought  reasonable,  nothing,  tn  his 
opinion,  could  be  more  eflefctual  to  bring  the 
ooonnunities  to  reason  than  a  vote  of  that 
House;  and  therefore  the  Commons  needed 
hat  dechire  their  intentions,  and  he  did  not 
doubt  but  the  communities  would  comply  there- 
widi. 

After  Mr.  Hutcheson  had  replied  something 
by  way  of  explanation, 

Mr.  Hungerford  said.  That  for  his  own  part, 
he  ever  was  ofopinion,,  that  the  parliamentary 
faith  ooght  to  be  preserved  untouched  and  in- 
violable; that  by  keeping  up  the  national 
credit,  England  was  glutted  with  money,  and 
was  become  the  eeneral  bank  of  Europe,  while 
most  of  the  neighbouring  states  were  reduced  to 
streights,  and  wanted  specie.  That  France  had 
lost  her  credit,  or  rather  never  had  any ;  and  if 
there  was  any  n»oney  in  that  kingdom,  it  was  in 
the  hands  of  the  regent;  for  what  purpose  he  could 
eot  tell.  That  tlKm^h  the  parliamentai*y  fairh 
ought  to  reroahi  inviolate,  yet  he  did  not  doubt 
but  tlie  wisdom  of  the  representatives  of  the 
nab'on  could  find  legal  ways  to  reduce  the  in- 
terest of  public  securities,  since  the  parlia- 
mentary fkith  consisted  only  in  the  securing  the 
payment  of  the  capital  sums  advanced  by  pri- 
▼tte  persons  for  the  use  of  the  public.  That 
^didnot  mMJOTitand  wbjrtbe  pablicihould 


pay  «  higber  toterest  than  a  private  aMm. 
That  he  knew  by  eaperieooey  and  in  tkm  couna 
of  his  boaoess,  that  money  may  be  had  ac  4/. 
per,  cent,  on  good  securities  $  that  there  was  om 
the  floor  a  member  of  the  House  wh^  had  leat 
htm  00,0001.  at  that  rate ;  aad  thOTefort  it  was 
to  be  hoped,  that  the  communities,  duly  weighs 
ing  all  this,  w.ould  offer  to  the  {louse  more  rea« 
sonable  proposals. 

Mr.  Jgkn  SmUk  backed  Mr.  Hoagerfimf, 
aad  said,  That  one  would  have  expected,  that 
the  eomronaities  aod  monied  men,  who,  to 
make  themselves  popular,  boast  of  their  zeal 
for  the  present  governoEient,  should  on  this  oc* 
casion,  have  given  convincing  proo&  of  it,  by 
COD tribn ting  more  thaii  they  offered  to  do,  to« 
wards  reducing  the  public  debts,  and  easine  the 
hmded  men,  who  for  so  many  years  have  bom 
the^  greatest  part  of  the  national  hardens* 
That,  in  his  opinion,  it  wms^ef  dangerous  con- 
sequence to  botrow  money  of  the  communities 
upon  the  foot  of  their  proposals,  since  by  the 
granting  them  a  term  of  years,  the  parliament 
debarred  themselves  of  the  liberty  of  taxing 
public  funds,  which  they  had  a  right  to  do,  io 
case  of  extreme  necessity,  without  violating  the 
parliamentary  faith.  That,  for  his  own  part,  he 
thought  the  communities  ought  to  be  satisfied 
with  one  year's  notice ;  but  the  season  being  so 
far  advanced,  that  there  could  not  be  above 
five  months  before  the  next  session,  he  was  for 
putting  off  this  busin^eso  till  then  :  and,  in  the 
mean  time^  the  cdmmui^es  might  maturely 
consider  of  it.    Hereupon, 

Mr.  Hopkins,*  a  person  extremely  weU  Con- 


'*  This  was  the>  Mr.  Hopkins  alluded  to  bj 
Pope,  in  his  Epistle  to  lord  Bathurst,  on  the 
Use  of  Riches : 

<^  P.  What  Riches  give  us  let  us  then  enquire : 
"  Meat,  fire,  aod  clothes.    B.  What  more  ?  P» 

Meat,  Clothes,  and  Fire. 
^  Is  this  too  little?  would  you  more  than  live? 
"  Alas !   'tis  more  than'  Turner  finds  they  give. 
<<  Alas !  'ti9  more  than  (all  his  visions  past), 
**  Unhappy  Wharton,  waking  found  at  last! 

**  What  can  they  give?  to  dying  Hopkins,  heirs? 

•    ••a"'  ••••♦•♦• 

«  When  Hopkins  dies,  a  thousand  lights  attend' 
*'  The  wretch,  who  living  sav'd  a  candle's  end : 
**  Should*ring  God's  altar,  a  vile  image  standi  < 
**  Belies  his  features,  oay  extends  his  haiuls. 
'*  That  live-long  wig  which  Gorgon's  self  might 
**  Eternal  buckle  takes  in  Parian  stone,  [own 
**  Behold  what  blessings  wealth  to  hfe  can  lend  1 
*''  And  see,  what  comtort  it  affords  our  end ! 

**  Qe  was  a  citizen,  whose  rapacity  obtained 
Jiim  the  name  of  Vulture  Hopkins.  He  Irved 
worthless,  but  died  worth  800,000/.  which  he 
would  give  to  no  person  living,  but  left  it  so  at 
not  to  be  inherited  till  after  the  second  genera- 
t^n;  His  counsel  representing  to  him  how  many 
years  it  must  be  before  this  could  take  effect, 
and  that  his  money  could  only  lie  at  interest  all 
that  time,  he  expressed  ^reatji^ -ihereaty  •ntf' 
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backed  bj  sir  Fiibar  Tend^  OMoiber  Aw  Soath- 
wark.    On  the  other  bandy 

Mr.  Pulten^  said.  He  did  not  know  what 
private  advantage  some  persons  adgbt  have  io 
accepting  the  Proposal  of  the  South  Sea  Com- 
pany ;  but  tbaty  in  his  opinion^  no  term  oi 
jears  ought  to  be  granted,  or,  at  most,  net  above 
three  years. 

Mr.  Secretary  Stanhope,  being  sensible  thai 
the  opposition  made  against  the  Propesals  of 
the  Coromunitiesy  and  the  reflection  of  privata 
advantage,  were  chiefly  levelled  against  him, 
thought  fit  to  vindicate  himself:  **  He  iogeau- 
ously  owned  his  incapacity  for  the  affairs  of  the 
Treasurjf,  ivhach  were  so  remote  from  las  studiea 
and  ioclination,  that  therefore  he  would  fsua 
have  kept  the  employment  be  had  before,  which 
was  both  more  easy,  and  more  profitable  to 
him  ;  but  that  he  thought  it  hb  duty  to  obey 
the  king's  commands.  That,  however,  be 
would  endeavour  to  mai^e  up,  by  applicatioo, 
honesty,  and  disinterestedness,  what  be  wanted 
in  abilities  and  experience.  That  he  wonld 
content  himself  with  the  salary  and  lawful  per- 
quisites of  his  office ;  and  though  he  had  quitted 
a  better  place,  he  would  not  quarter  himself 
upon  any  body  to  make  it  up :  that  he  bad  no 
brothers,  nor  other  relations,  to  provide  for: 
and  that,  upon  his  first  entering  into  the  Trem* 
sury,  he  had  made  a  standing  order  aggiost 
the  late  practice  of  granting  Reversions  of 
Places." 

Mr.  Robert  WalpoU,  who  thought  himsdf  re- 
flected on  in  what  Mr.  Secretary  Stanhope  had 
said,  replied  with  greak  wannth,  complaining  of 
breach  of  friendship,  and  betraying  private 
conversation.  He  frankly  owned,  That  while 
he  was  in  employment,  he  had  endeavoured  te 
serve  bis  friends  and  relations  ;  than  which,  in 
his  opinion,  nothing  was  more  reasonable,  or 
more  just :  That  as  to  the  granting  reversions, 
he  was  willing  to  acquaint  the  house  with  the 
meaning  of  it :  That  he  had  no  objections  against 
the  German  ministers,  whom  his  mi^esty 
brought  with  him  from  Hanover,  and  who,  as 
far  as  he  had  observed,  had  all  along  behaved 
themselves  like  men  of  honour ;  but  that  there 
was  a  mean  fellow,*  of  what  nation  he  could 
not  tell,  who  took  upon  him  to  dispose  of  em- 
ployments ;  that  this  man  having  obtained  the 
grant  of  a  Reversion,  designed  for  his  son,  Mr. 
Walpole  thought  it  too  good  for  him,  and 
therefore  kept  it  for  his  own  son.  That  there- 
upon that  foreigner  was  so  saucy  as  to  denaaod 
or  him  the  sum  of  8,600/.  under  pretence,  that 
he  had  been  offered  so  much  for  the  said  Re- 
version ;  but  that  he  was  wiser  than  to  com- 
ply with  his  demand.  And  that  one  of  the 
chief  reasons  that  made  him  res^  bis  places, 
was,  because  be  would  not  connive  at  seme 
things  that  were  carrying  on. 


versed  in  monsy-matters,  and  much  concerned 
in  the  public  funds,  spoke  in  behalf  of  the  com- 
munities, aad  said*  in  substance.  That  he  had 
as  great  ti  regard  to  the  landed,  as  to  the  mo- 
eied  interest;  not  only  because  be  had,  God 
he  thanked,  some  land  of  his  own,  but  also  be- 
cause he  was  satisfied  that  the  landed  and  mo- 
nied  interests  are  entirely  the  same,  since  the 
▼aloe  of  land  rises  or  fails  in  proportion  to 
the  plenty  or  scarcity  of  money.  Tnat  in  the 
coarse  of  business,  it  is  usual  for  those  who 
borrow,  to  propose  some  advantage  to  the 
'  lenders ;  but  that  on  this  occasion,  the  Com- 
munities were  so  far  from  getting  any  thing  by 
advancing  money  to  the  government,  that  on 
the  contrary,  they  sacrificed  their  own  interest 
to  that  of  the  public.  That  if  the  thing  was 
irighdy  considered,  it  would  be  found,  that  the 
persons  concerned  in  the  South  Sea  Stock,  hv 
contenting  themselves  with  an  interest  of  5/. 
jMr  cent,  instead  of  sit,  to  which  they  are  in- 
tituled by  an  act  of  parliament,  did,  in  reality, 
lose  SO/,  in  every  190/.  so  that  the  company,  by 
accepting  the  same  annuity  for  twelve  millions 
whtcn  they  had  before  for  ten,  did  in  effect  pre- 
sent the  government  with  two  millions,  which 
being  applied  to  the  paying  off  the  Lotteries  and 
other  reaeemable  Funds,  great  advantages  might 
tiiereby  accrue  to  the  public.  That  hd  could 
sot  forbear  taking  notice  of  what  had  been  sug- 
gested by  some  people  without.  That  the  interest 
of  the  public  funds  might  be  reduced  at  once 
by  an  act  of  parliament ;  but  that  he  hoped  no 
such  thing  was  ever  intended  by  any  that  sat  in 
that  House ;  for,  in  his  opinion,  it  could  not  be 
done  without  violating  the  parliamentary  foith, 
and  giving  a  dangerous  wound  to  public  credit. 
This  speech  was  answered  by 

Mr.  Aitlabie,  who  took  notice,  **  That  of  late 
years  the  Companies  of  roonied  men  were  grown 
so  proud,  as  not  only  to  treat  familiarly  with 
the  parliament,  but  even  to  pretend  to  dictate . 
to  them ;  that  therefore  it  was  high  time  to  give 
them  a  check,  and  let  them  know,  that  the  landed 
men,  and  their  representatives,  were  masters 
of  the  main  spring  and  stock  of  the  wealth  and 
•itrength  of  tne  kmgdom  :  and  concluded,  for 
nutting  off  this  business  until  the  next  session .'^ 
Hereupon, 

Colonel  Martin  Bladen*^  Comptroller  of 
the  Mint,  shewed  how  dangerous  it  was  to  delay 
an  .affair  of  so  ^reat  importance,  and  he  was 


said,  ^  They  would  be  as  long  in  spending, 
as  he  had  been  in  getting  it.**  But  the  Chan- 
eery  afterwards  set  aside  the  will  and  gave  it  to 
the  heir  at  law.^  Pope's  Works,  vol.  3,  p.  284, 
Bowles's  Edit.  1806. 

*  <<  Colonel  Martin  Bladen  was  a  roan  of 
some  literature,  and  translated  CsBsar's  C6m- 
mentaries.  He  was  uncle  to  mj  dear  and  la- 
mented friend,  Mr.  Wiltiam  Colhns  the  poet,  to 
whom  he  left  an  estate,  which  he  did  not  get 
possession  of  till  his  fiiculties  were  deranged 
and  he  could  not  enjoy  it.  I  remember  Cowns 
told  me  that  Bladen  had  given  to  Voltaire  all  that 
•cooant  of  C^amoens  iascited  in  hb  Essay  on 


the  Epic  Poets  of  all  Nations ;  and  that  Voltaire 
seemed  before  intirely  ignorant  of  the  name 
and   character    of   Camoens.''     Dr.  Joseph 
Warton.  .  Note  to  Dunciad,  h.  4.  L-560. 
*  AUadiog  to  Robethon, 
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Sir.  Secretary  Stanhope  answered.  Mr. 
Walpole  replied ;  and  some  hard  expres- 
iMNifl  having  esec^ped  them  in  the  heat  of  the 
dispate, 

Mr.  Htngerfhrd  endeavonred  to  pat  a  stop 
10  it.  I  an  sorry,  said  he,  to  see  these  two 
l(reat  men  fall  fouJ  on  one  another ;  however, 
in  my  opinion,  we  most  ttili  look  upon  them  as 
IMtriotSy  and  fathers  of  their  country ;  and 
since  they  have,  by  mischance,  discovered  their 
nakedness,  we  ought,  according  to  ihe  custom 
of  the  East,  as  the  Scripture  tells  us,  cover  it  by 
toming  our  back  upon  them.  He  added,  that 
this  onlocky  accident  had,  however,  produced 
some  good,  in  tliat  it  had  revealed  a  piece  of 
secret  history,  vii,  the  scandalous  practice  nf 
selling  places  and  reversions  ;  and  therefore  be 
moved.  That  the  honourable  member  vrbo  made 
the  discovery,  might  be  called  upon  to  name 
the  person.  Nobody  seconding  this  motion. 

Sir  Jo$epk  Jekyll  brought  back  the  attention 
of  the  assembly  to  the  business  under  consider- 
ation, and  shewed  the  danger  of  putting  off  till 
the  next  winter,  the  conclusion  of  an  aAur  of 
so  great  consequence.    He  was  backed  by 

Mr.  AiilutnCf  who>said,  That  as  he  never  de- 
signed, so  he  would  not  be  thought  to  oppose 
any  tbiog  that  earned  the  face  of  public  good  ; 
and  therefore  he  was  for  granting  to  the  South 
Sea  Company  the  term  of  years  that  had  been 
mentioned,  vis.  six  years,  and  a  year's  notice. 

The  question  being  put  thereupon,  it  was 
carried  without  dividing.  The  Speaker  having 
resumed  the  chair,  Mr.  Boscawen  acted  the 
partofa  common  friend,  between  Mr.  Secretary 
Stanhope  and  Mr.  Walpole,  saying,  That  it  was 
melancholy  to  see  that  any  difference  should 
happen  between'  those  two  worthy  members, 
unbecoming  th«ir  own  characters,  and  the  dig- 
nity of  that  assembly  ;  but  that  it  would  still  be 
a  greater  misfortune,  if  they  should  go  oat  with 
any  resentment;  and  therefore  he  moved, That 
the  House  would  lay  their  commands  upon  them 
that  n6  farther  notice  be  taken  of  what  had 
passed.  Mr.  Methaen  seconded  Mr,  fioscawen, 
whose  motion  being  unanimously  agreed  to,  the 
Speaker  put  it  immediately  in  execution. 

The  Earl  of  OxfarcTs  Petition  to  be  tried.] 
May  32.  The  earl  of  Oxford  presented  a  Pe- 
tition to  the  House  of  Lords,  setting  forth : 
^  That  Articles  of  Impeachment  were  brought 
op  by  the  House  of  Commons^against  him,  the 
9th  of  July  1715,  at  which  time  be  was  com- 
mitted ;  and  on  the  2nd  of  August  additional 
Articles  were  brought  up ;  and  Uie  Srd  of  Sept 
the  petitioner's  Answer  was  delivered  j^  and  on 
the  l#th  of  Sept.  the  Commons  joined  issacyby 
Replication :  and,  afUr  several  adjonmments, 
the  parliament  reirassembled  on  the  9th  of  Jan. 
17 16,  and  continued  sitting  until  the  26Ui  of 
Jime  1716 ;  upon  which  day  his  majesty  was 
pleased  to  pot  hn  end  to  that  session  of  parlia- 
ment, by  a  prorogation ;  and  on  the  tOth  of 
February  last  his  majestjr  opened  this  present 
session ;  and  the  Petitioner  hu  remained  a  pri- 
.MMT  sinct  the  laid  9th  of  July  tn$f  and 


praying,  «<That  this  Hense  wiU  take  the 
circumstances  of  his  case  into  their  considera- 
tion ;  being  assured  that  their  lordships  will  de- 
teimine  thereupon  according  to  the  rules  of 
justice  and  course  of  parliament,  and  that  it 
was  not  their  intention  that  his  confinement 
should  be  indeinite.'' 

Debute  whet^  the  EarPs  Impeachment  wom 
tupeneded  by  a  Prorogation,]  The  lord  Tre- 
vor, who  presented  the  above  Petition;  spoke 
in  the  earPs  behalf,  and  was  seconded  by  the 
duke  of  Buckingham,  lord  Harcourt,  the  earls 
of  Nottingham  and  Abingdon,  and  lord  Nordi 
and  Grey.  It  was  suggested.  That  the  Im- 
peachment was  determined  by  the  intervening 
Prorogation  of  the  parliament;  which  being  op- 
posed by  lord  Coningsby,  a  Committeewas  ap- 
pointed to  search  precedents. 

May  25th,  lord  Trevor  made  bis  Report  from 
the  said  "Committee,  upon  which  the  question 
*  was  put,  Whether  the  earl  of  Oxford's  Impeach- 
ment was  determined  by  the  intervening  Pro- 
rogation ?  The  dukes  of  Buckingham  and  Ar- 
gyle,  the  earlsof  Nottingham,  Abingdon,  Ayles- 
ford,  and  Hay,  lord  North  and  Grey,  were  fot 
the  affirmative :  but  the  earl  of  Sunderland  and 
lord  Coningsby  maintained  the  negative  ;  and 
the  lords  Harcourt  and  Trevor  being  of  this  las(. 
opinion,  the  question  was  carried  in  the  nega#^ 
tive  by  87  voices  against  45. 

Protest  on  that  eccofton.]  Thereojpon  th 
following  Protest  was  entered. 

"  Dissentient*. 

1.  **  Because  there  seems  to  be'no  difference 
in  law  between  a  Prorogation  and  a  Dissolo- 
tion  of  a  parliament,  which,  in  constant  prac- 
tice, have  iiad  the  same  effect  as  to  determina- 
tion, both  of  judicial  and  legislative  proceed- 
ings; and  consequently  this  Vote  may  tend  to 
weaken  the  Resolution  of  this  House,  May  8!^ 
1685*,  which  was  founded  upon  the  law  and 
practice  of  parliament  in  all  ages,  without  one 
precedent  to  the  contrary,  except  in  cases 
which  happened  after  the  Order  made  the  19th 
of  March,  1678,  which  was  reversed  and  an- 
nulled in  1685 ;  and  in  pursuance  hereof,  the 
earl  of  Salisbury  was  discharged  in  1690. 

S.  '^  Because  this  can  never  be  extended  te 
any  but  peers,  for  by  the  statute  4  Edward  S, 
no  Commoner  can  be  impeached  for  any  capi- 
tal crime ;  and  it  is  hard  to.  conceive,  why  tne 
peers  should  be  distinguished  and  deprived  of 
the  benefit  of  all  the  laws  of  libertj^,  to  whi<^ 
the  meanest  commoner  in  Britain  is  intitled ; 
and  this  seems  the  more  extraordinary,  because 
it  is  done  unasked  of  the  Conmions|  who,  as  it 
conceived,  never  can  ask  it  with  any  colour  of 
law^  precedetit,  reason  or  Justice.  (Signed) 
Nottingham,  F.  Refien',  North  and  Grey, 
Bathurst,  Abingdon,  ManseU,  Hay,  GmUbrd, 
Dartmouth,  Foley,  Bruce.** 

.After this,  the  duke  of  Bodmgham  moved 
for  fixing  a  day  for  the  Trial  of  the  said  eari; 
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•pOD  which  A  Committae  was  appointed  to 
search  the  Jonrnsib  of  the  House  for  precedeDU 
•f  the  Lenk  proceedings  iu  the  like  oases. 


IMott  §m  9  Motion  forfixin^a  Ay  for  the 
Trial  qfihe  Em-lofOxfordA  May  27.  The 
lord  Treror,  Irom  the  Lords  ComniitteeSy  made 
a  Report,  contnining  several  Precedents  from 
the  irear  1666  to  )tl6,  of  the  Lords  appointing 
^  day  o(  Trial  upon  Impeacbments  of  the 
HouM*  ef  CommoRS.  The  cFerk  haTing  read  the 
taid  Aeport  a  second  time, 

The  Dake  of  Buckingham  made  a  speech, 
wherein,  among  other  things,  his  grace  repre- 
sented, That  it  concerned  the  whole  peerage 
•f  ^reat  Britain,  to  put  a  speedy  end  to  this 
affair,  hecause  the  peers  are  chiefly  liable  to 
prosecutions  of  this  nature.  That  he  would  not 
aoter  either  into  the  merits  of  the  cause,  or  into 
the  reasons  which  the  Commons  had  for  not 
prosecuting  their  Impeachment ;  but  that  it  was 
certain,  that  the  peer  who  occasioned  this  de- 
bate, had  been  confined  about  two  years;  that 
unless  this  House  interposed,  his  imprisonment 
mjght  become  perpetual  ^  and  therefore,  sinc^ 
It  appeared  by  so  ^reat  a  number  of  precedents 
as  had  been  hud  before  them,  that  the  peei^s 
have  an  uncontested  right  to  appoint  the  clay  of 
Trial,  they  ought,  in  his  opinion,  to  make  use  of 
that  right  on  this  occasion.  That  he  doubted 
not  but  all  the  members  of  that  assembly  would 
raadily  agree  witb  him  as  to  the  thing  itself; 
and  if  tMre  were-«ay  difierenoe  of  opinions 
amont St  them,  it  would  be  as  to  the  day.  That 
considering  the  advance  season  of  Uie  year, 
and  the  approach  of  summer,  which  renaered 
the  being  m  town  very  disagreeable  and  incom- 
modious, he  thought  not  only  both  houses  of 
parliament,  but  the  king  himself*  would  be  glad 
of  a  recess^  to  enjoy  the  country  airl  and  there- 
Com  he  was  for  appointing  a  short  day,  and 
named  this  6th  of  June  following. 

The  LordFerren  seconded  tM  duke  of  Buck- 
ingham; but 

The  Earl  of  Sunderland  answered.  That  no 
man  had  a  greater  regard  to  tlie  privileges  of 
the  peerage,  or  woulddo more  to  maintain  them 
than  hlm^f :  that  be  had  a  hearty  concern  for 
ttf»  sufferings  of  those  who  have  the  mistortune 
to  iie  under  Impeachments :  that  he  had  al- 
reaidy  complained,  in  the  case  of  the  ear!  of 
StraSard,  of  the  delays  of  the  Commons  in  these 
proeecutions,  because  he  thought  the  whole 
fe^^e  concerned  therein ;  but  wa\  there  might 
be  just  reasons  for  these  delays ;  and  therefore^ 
fco  preserve  a  good  correspondence  between  the 
tw^  Uousev  he  was  either  for  sending  a  Mes- 
a^ge  to  4he  Cenunons,  to  know  whether  they 
were  ready  for  the  Trial  of  |he  earl  of  Oxford, 
or  to^fix  the  tSth  of  June  for  the  said  TriaL 

The  Lord  Townshend  said,  That  the  Satur- 
day before,  when  another  question  relating  to 
this  affair,  was  under  debate,'the  House  seemed 
indhied  to  appoint  a  short  day ;  that  a  noble 
iQTillmd  made  a  motion  for  it;  and  so  he  was 
fir  tho  6th  of  Jane. 

The  Doke  of  Buthmghm  said,  That  noble 


peer  ought  not  to  i>rni|^  in  a  mocidn  anaide  be- 
fore, as  an  instance  of  ibe  sense  and  inclination 
of  the  House ;  afgiiig.  That  a  motion  is  aothiog 
of  itself,  unless  it  be  seconded,  and^terwards 
confirmed  by  a  rote ;  bat  tbat  any  member  of 
that  assembly,  Was  at  liberty  to  name  wluit  day 
he  pleased.    After  this 

The  Lord  Ceningiby  made  a  speech,  knp«f^> 
ing,  That  it  appeared,  iud^ed,  by  the  Report 
of  the  Committee,  tbat,  in  oases  of  Impeiu^ 
ments,  the  Lords  have  the  rigfat  toappomt  the 
day  of  Trial;  but  that  it  appeared,  at  tbe  sane 
time,  that  their  had  seldom  exercised  that  ngbc, 
till  after  they  had  been  acquamted  by  the  Com- 
mons, that  they  were  ready  for  theTrtal.  Tbet 
if  the  peers  acted  otherwise  on  this  occasion,  it 
might  create  a  misanderstaading  between  both 
Houses,  which  might  be  attended  wilb  daagerons 
consequences,  ^at  the  instance  of  tlie  four 
peers  who  were  impeached  towards  the  end  of 
the  late  king  Willtam's  reign,  whldi  wah  mvch 
.insisted  on,  was  an  odious  precedent,  and  aaeh 
as,  he  hoped,  would  not  be  followed  at  this 
thne.  That  therefore,  before  they  praeeeded 
farther  they  should  send  a  Message  to  the  Coaik 
mons,  to  give  ithem  notice  to  prepare  for  the 
Trial  of  the  earl  of  Oxford ;  and  then,  upon 
their  Answer,  the  peers  might  desermine' what 
they  should  think  proper.  Urging,  that  this 
method  appeared  the  move  reasonable,  bceanse 
sef«ral  accidents  had  iaterrenod,  whicfi  Imd  i^ 
terrupted  the  proceedings  of  the  Commons^  and 
in  particular,  the  proro^tion  of  the  parlia- 
ment. That  he  would  charge  no  bocf  j  with 
such  a  design ;  but  that  he  could  not  forbear 
saying,  that  the  said  prorogation  seemed  to 
have  no  other  -view,  than  to  screen  great  of- 
fenders from  the  justice  of  the  nation ;  and  that 
this  was  the  more  apparent,  from  the  great 
struggle  there  was  in  that  House^  the  Saturday 
before,  to  procure  a  vote.  That  the  Impeacb- 
memts,  were  superseded  by  the  prorogation. 
That  this,  however,  was  certain,  that  the  C<im- 
-mons  had  tliereby  lost  the  living  evidence  they 
had  in  their  hands;  one  Prior, one Harley,&c. 
having  been  set  at  liberty  by  tSe  proroi'^tion. 

Several  peers  seemed  offended  at  his  lord- 
ship's naming  persons  in  that  manner ;  and 

The  Lord  North  and  Grey  said  thereupon. 
That  that  noble  lord  had  been  so  long  among 
the  Comtfions,  that  he  appeared  to  be  very  weM 
acquainted  with,  and  much  concerned  for  tbeir 
privileges ;  but  that  he  must  give  leave  to  tbosa 
who  were  bom  peers,  to  take  care  of  their  own. 
That  the  greatest  preiwgBtivo  of  the  poera  waa 
to  be  the  supreme  court  of  jaditfature;  and  as 
•hey  ware  the  dernier  resort  of  jnttio^  ao  ht 
doubted  not  bu^  they  would  erar  make  jnsticn 
4be  standard  of  theor  prooeadings.  That  tba 
whole  peerage  was  concerned  in  tim  earl  of  0» 
ford's  xase;  and  therefore  he  was^for  anpotnt- 
ing  the  sborttlay  that  had  been  named  iar  bsn 
Trial. 

Thn  Dok»nf  Bmckmgham,  wbo-baekaA  tlua 
•paech,  animadterted  upon  what  lord  Cooing^- 
bv  liad  insianated  aboa|  the  prarogaiion^fnjnB^ 
That  m^  na  insiwiatimi  wtrnjuw^iofi  di^ 
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oytl  juynig^ve  of  proroguing  ^pd  diaBolvi^g 
)uliaiiepLSy  when^Yer  the  crpwn  thinks  it  omr 
reniepi,  or  the  klng*6  priyj;  council,  who  might 
\dvise  the  exercise  qf  .^  spid  prerogative. 
Tiif  Lord  HvcQurt  jiaf  ing  shewed  the  ne* 
eassitj  pf  pitting  an  ead  to  this  affiAir^  said,^ 
leyiNilbCyinhbouinioo,  to  gtfe  the  Com^ 
lOQs  a  looger  daj[  than  had  yet  beeaproposed ; 
uuofl  this  occasioOy  they  ought  to  prqceed  ac- 
mdiflg to  the  rules  of  equity  aud  justice,  and 
reo  of  die  inferior  courts,  vwho,  the  louder  n 
uise  had  been  suspended,  by  unforeseen  inter- 
iptions,.  allowed  the  moce  tune  to  the  counsel 
>  prepare  for  trial.  That  it  was  his  opinion, 
ttt  the  longer  day,  provided  it  were  peren^p- 
\Tjy  was  il^  shortest;  way  to  make  an  end  of 
U5  busioeis ;  for  if  they  appointed  a  short 
i}t  the  lame  might  occasion  dbpif  tes  between 
le  two  Houses,  which  would  take  up  %  great 
nl  of  time :  Tliat  it  was  to  be  hoped,  that  if 
le  peers  flowed  a  reasonable  time  for  the 
ml,  the  same  would  not  be  prevented  by  a 
nrogatioa;  especially  considering,  ho|w  long 
lepeer  who  lay  under  an  Impeachment,  had 
(ca  coii6ued. 

The  Doke  of  Buckimgham  said  thereupon, 
bt  he  did  not  understand  the  paradox  that 
Mjust  now  advanced,  viz.  Thattha  longest  day 
M  the  slurtest  way  to  come  to  a  determination 
f  this  affair :  that  let  the  peers  appoint  what 
>J  they  think  fit,  yet  the  Commons  have  still 
right  to  demand  more  time,  nor  can  the 
'ords,  in  justice,  deny  it,  if  the  Commons 
^  just  reasons  for  their  demand.  And  as 
>r  the  prorogation,  which  it  was  apprehended 
light  prevent  the  Trial,  the  same  entirely  de- 
eded on  the  royal  prerogative ;  and  if  such  a 
^  ihoold  happen,  nobody  could  say  any 
ttigto  it;  coDoludin«;,  that  whatever  he  had 
lidofi  this  occasion,  was  merely  out  of  rmrd 
^public  justice,  and  to  the  prerogatives  of  the 
^sget  for,  be  hoped,  no  body  would  suspect 
^  of  partiality  to  the  lord  who  occasioned 
lu»  debate. 

TU^Zthqf  June  appointed  farihe  Trial  of 
^  Earl  of  Oxford.']  Then  the  question  being 
^  Thtt  the  6th  of  June  be  appointed  for  the 
-rial  of  the  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer ; 
^  WM  carried  in  the  negative  by  85  votes 
^ntl44.'  Then  it  was  resolved,  without  di- 
^&that  the  13th  of  June  be  appointed; 
Ada  message  was  immediately  sent  to  the 
^Ofnmonsto  acquaint  them  therewith. 

MaySp.  The  Commons  having  taken  the 
^  Message  iftto  consideration,  appointed  a 
^ovMBittee  to  consider  of  the  State  of  the  Im- 
■^•chmeot  agmost  the  said  earl.  Several  mem- 
*^  of  the  Secret  Committee,  who  first  pushed 
I*  diat  proeecutioo,  being  called  up  to  the 
^oose  of  Peers,  as  sir  Richard  Onslow,  the 
^  Coningsby,  and  air  Robert  Afarsbam; 
''^(Bt  absent,  and  otheirs  grown  remiss  and  in* 
^^Saeoi  in  the  matter,  it  was  thought  proper 
^^pply  those  defects,  by  adding  to  the  re* 
^}i«>QC  n^mbfirs  of  the  said  Secret  Com- 
^ttse,  Mr.  Carter,  air  William  Thompion, 
VouVU. 


4ei>  Bifch,  seij.  Pengelly,  serj.  RevpoMs,  and 
Ifir.  Guidott^  And  it  was  ordered,  Thaj  the 
said  Committee. hav^  power  to  send  for  pe^ 
^os,  papers,  and  records,  and  to  adjourn 
to  such  times  and  places  as  they  should  think  fit. 

Dr.  Snape  hat  ike  Thankt  of  the  Homte  for 
his  Sermon.]  The  same  day,  sir  William  Wynd-* 
ham  moved.  That  the  Thanks  of  the  House  be 
given  to  Dr.  Snape,  for  the  Sermon  by  •  him 
preached  before  this  House  the  day  before,  ttc, 
St.  Margaret's  Westminster,  and  that  he  be  de- 
sired to  print  the  same.  He  wiis  seconded  by 
Mr.  Sbippen,  and  opposed  by  the  same  patty 
who  had  opposed  the  doctor  s  preachings  bat 
the  question  being  pot,  was  earned  in  the  affir- 
mative by  86  voices  against  70.v 

Juhe  3'.  The  SecretCommittee  met  for  the  first 
time,  and  chose  Mr.  Carter  for  their  Chairman, 
in  the  room  of  Mr.  Walpole,  who  absented 
himself;  and  general  Stanhope  happening  at 
this  time  to  be  indisposed,  the  Committee  m^ 
several  times  withotit  being  able  tOdOany  busi- 
ness. This  was  the  reason  wh}r  foor  other  'per- 
sons were  added  to  the  rest,  viz.  Mr.  Addison, 
Mr.  Craggs,  Jan.  sir  Nathaniel  Mead  and  Mr* 
Jessop. 

Debate  on  the  Affair  of  the  6,000  Dutch 
^(Voopf .]  June  4.  The  House,  according  to 
order,  was  to  resolve  itself  ;nto  a  Committer 
of  the  whole  House,  to  take  into  consideration 
the  several  papers  relating  to  the  Charge  of 
Transportation  of  tlie  Dutch  Troops,  to  and 
from  Great  Britain  ;  and  hkewise  the  Papen 
relating  to  the  contii^nciesand  extraordioariet 
for  services  perfprmed  in  North  Britain  dur- 
ing the  Rebellion  *:  but  the  coartjers  observing, 
that  the  Tpry-party,  now  stroosly  remforoed 
by  the  discontented  Whigs,  had  the  m^ority,  a 
motion  was  made,  That  the  iogrosscd  Malt* 
Bill  be  read  a  third  time. .  This  motion  heinc 
contrary  to  order,  was  opposed,  not  only  hy  aB 
the  Tories,  but  also  by  many  of  the  court^party, 
who  were  not  in  the  secret  of  it ;  so  that  after 
a  debate  of  about  an  hour  the  question  being 
pat  was  carried  in  the  ncigatiye  bv  a  vast  map 
jority.  This  preliminary  skirmish  had,  hoiv- 
ever,  the  effect  the  court- party  expected,  which 
wa»  only  to  give  time  to  their  absent  friends  te 
come  to  the  House.  In  the  mefin  while,  the 
court-party  having*  proposed  Mr..  Farrer  ta  be 


*  "  In  order  to  pass  a  censure  on  lord  Cad9- 
gao,  Mr.  Puheney  acquainted  the  Commons* 
that  he  was  apprehensive  of  some  misma- 
nagements and  embezzlement  of  public  monies 
in  relation  to  the  six  thr^usand  Dutch  troop% 
and  the  service  in  North  Britain.  Upon  this 
it  was  resolved^  to  address  for  an  account  of 
the  money  given  for  the  pay  and  traniponation 
of  these  forces,  and  of  the  distribution  of  thf 
extraordinaries  and  contingencies  for  scrvjpe 
perf.^rmed  in  Scotland,  during  the  RebeUioo. 
But,  after  all  theinquirv  into  the  affair  by  Mr. 
Pultener,  Mr.  Walpole,  and  others,  noihitf| 
material  was  found  against  the  lord  Cadogto* 
Tindal.  ^  . 
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chainnan  bf  tbegrand  oommitteey  Mr.  Walpole 

pat  op  Mr.  Edgcombe  in  opposition  to  bim ;  and 

cbe  toroier  doubting   tbeir    ttrength|   cbose 

rather  toyield,  than  tu  mn  the  hazard  of  a  dis- 
appointment; to  that  ^Mr.  Edgcombe  was  ac- 
cording placed  in  the  chair.     This  done,  the 

Clerk  proceeded  to  the  reading  of  tlw  Papers, 

that  1^  been  laid  before  the  House,  relating  to 

the  transportation  of  the  Datch  Axces,  aAcr 

the  reading  of  which, 

Mr.  Piuteney  made  a  speech,  wherein  he 

•hewed,  That  there  had  been  great  sums  of 
iSMoej  embezaled  in  this  Expedition;    that 

he  CQMd  not  fix  the  fraud  upon  anj  body ;  but 

that  it  plainly  appeared,  that  the  »uro  of  up- 
wards of  3,000«.  was   twice  chaiged  ibr  the 

same  service,  viz.  for  transporting  the  Dutch 

Forces  inlo  Great  Britain.    This  was  answer- 

edby  . 

.    Mr.  Craggt,  who,  in  particular  shewed  fhe 

reason,  why  the  respective  sums  of  S,045/.  and 

S,Odl/.  were  charged  for  Transports.    On  the 

other  hand,  Ueutenant  general    Macartney, 

who  had  assisted  the  lord  Cadogan  in  taking 

«axie  of  the  marching  and  ^barkation  of  the 

Dutch  Troops,  being  eiamii>ed  at  the  bar, 

Touched  several  particulars  relating  to  the  pro- 

▼bions  and  transports.    But  nevertheless,  Mr. 

Bobert  Walpole,  Mr.  Sbippen,  and  Mr.  Smith, 

maintained  Mr.  Puitene/s  assertion,  with  a 
gr^t  deal  of  warmth,  and  made  severe  re- 
nections  on  tbe  •persons  employed  in  bringing 
over  the  Dutch  Troops.  On  the  contrary,  Mr. 
XiBcfamere,  gen.  Stanhope,  Mr.  Hampden, 
•ir  William  Thompson,  and  Mr.  Aislabie,  spoke 
in  vindication  of  the  lord  Cadoean. 

Mr.  Robert  Walpole  supported  Mr.  Polte- 
fley's  char|(e  with  much  vehemence,  and  at  two 
different  times,  spoke  near  the  space  of  two 
hours,  and  strained  his  voice  to  that  degree, 
that  hft  was  taken  with  a  violent  bleeding  at 
the  nose,  whhrh  obliged  him  to  go  out  or  the 
House ;  but  came  back  before  the  question  was. 
put.  The  rosin  stress  of  his  reasoning  was, 
That  by  the  papers  that  had  been  read,  there 
was  an  apparent  fraud ;  though  he  eould  not 
•a^,  hot  that  it  might  afterwards  appear  other- 
wise ;  and  he  coaTd  not  tell,  bat  that  the  lord 
Cadogan  might  produee  other  evidence  to  prove 
his  innocence. 

Sir  Joeeph  JekyU  took  notice  of  the  inconsis- 
tency of  Mr.  ¥^pole's  argument;  for  iithe 
firand  was  apparent,  it  was  consequently  real ; 
and  if  such,  it  was  impossible  to  appear  othei> 
wise,  and  cousec[uently  for  the  person  on  whom 
the  ^ud  was  laid,  to  prove  himself  innocent; 
but  that,  in  bis  opinion,  neither  was  there  any 
apparent  fraud,  nor,  if  there  jvere,  could  it, 
with  any  /ustice  or  equity,  be  charged  on  the 
lord  Cado^n,  who,  in  all  this  afiair,  acted  only 
as  a  Boblic  minister,  and  not  either  as  a  com- 
mpno^r,  or  an  agent;  eondadinf;  with  sope 
praises  on  his  lordship,  who  in  nfiintary  affisirs,^ 
liM  the  seoondrank,  next  to  that  Great  Man 
to  wluMn  ev^Tj  bodyaltowed  the  first. 

Mr.  Lechmere  likewise  distinguished  himself 
an  tliis  occasion;  and  aiiged|  Tbat  this  enquiry 
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was  altogether  frivolons  and  potmdless:  that 
as  it  was  the  result  of  party  pique  and  malice, 
so  it  had  no  other  view  than  tp  blacken  and 
asperse  a  person  whose  greatest  crime  was, 
that  he  had  real  bright  qualities,  that  drowned 
the  tinsel  merit  of  others.  That  this  enquiry 
was  of  the  same  nature  with  those  that  bad 
formerly  been  set  on  fi)ot  against  the  duke  of 
Marlborough,  the  lord  Townshend,  and  an  bo- 
ndurable  member  of  that  House;  and  he 
hoped,  would  have  the  same  end.  Thait  it 
looked  very  strange,  that  the  persons  who  now 
appeared  the  hottest  in  this  enquiry,  sbooM 
have  been  silent  about  these  pretended  frsuids 
while  they  were  in  place :  but  that  it  was  still 
more  surprising  to  hear  them  exclaim,  witb  so 
much  rancour  and  bitterness,  against  a  aoUe 
lord,  of  whom  they  had  been  heard  to  siy, 
That  the  speedy  suppressing  of  the  RebeUion 
in  Scotland,  was,  under  God,  owing  to  hta  ac- 
tivity and  indeiatigableness ;  and  (hat  if  an(^ 
ther  general  had  had  the  management  of  that 
affair,  he  would  have  made  it  a  ten  years'  war. 

Mn  Hungerfifrd  spoke  in  fiivour  of  the  lord 
Cadogan,  and  said,  Hq  wondered  tbiere  was  so 
much  noise  made  about  a  Dutch  reckoning ; 
that  by  all  that  had  been  laid  before  tbeo!,  the 
lord  Uadoean  appeared  very  innocent;  and 
therefore  he  thought  he  deserved  rather  the 
praise,  than  the  censure  of  the  House. 

After  both  parties  had  maintained  the  coi^ 
flict  till  near  eight  in  the  evening,  Mr.  Secre- 
tary Stanhope,  in  order  to  let  thebusinesa  drop, 
moved.  That  the  chairman  leave  the  chair: 
Which,  upon  the  question  being  pat,  was  car- 
ried  in  the  affirmative  by  904  against  IM.* 

Farthtr  Propotal  from  the  Bank  of  Mmg^ 
/dm/.]  June  5.  Mr.  Farrer  reported  Irona  tbi 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  fin*  raiaing  a 
Supply,  That  the  Bank  of  England  had  .md 
before  them  another  Proposal,  as  follows  : 

'^  To  the  honourable  the  Commons  of  Gs«al 
Britain  in  Parliament  assembled. 

''  The  governor  and  companv  '^of  the  Bank 
of  England,  having  understood  the  Resolutioni 
of  this  honourable  House,  in  a  Committee  ol 
Ways  and  Means,  on  the  3$od  and  24th  of  thii 
instant  May ;  and  having  observed  the  sererai 
particulars  wherein  the  said  ResolatiQiis  dc 


*  *^  This  was  looked  upon  as  a  great  victovi 
on  the  court  /Bide;  for,  had  the  Toriea  anc 
their  '  new  allies/  as  Mr.  Sbippen  callec 
them,  gained  their  point,  it  was  apprehended 
that  they  designed,  not  only  to  have  passed  i 
censure  on  lord  Cadogan,  but  also  to  ]aaT< 
carried  the  inquky*further,  that  they  mM« 
have  an  opportunity  of  returning  thanks  to  m 
duke  of  Arevle,  his  rival  in  the  bprniess  o 
Scotland.  Most  of  the  Soots  members  vote* 
for  lord  Cadogan ;  but,  though  Mr.  Hon^erfor^ 
spdce  in  bis  mvour^  yet  he  voted  with  has  enc 
mies;  aad  the  lord  Finch  and  sir  Tboom 
Hanmer  were  abtoit  from  thlBouit  th%g  dav ' 
Tindai.  ^ 
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firon  the  PropoMd  kid  before  thb  ho- 
nourable House  bj  the  said  gpvernor  and  com- 
waoj,  on  the  17th  of  this  month ;  du  coascnt  to 
ihetereralAlteratioDs;  except, 

'^  Tbmtf  iu  considenitioD  of  their  past^ser- 
vices  ;  the  man^  difficulties  thc^  have  stroKgied 
withy  iQ  supporting  public  credit ;  their  chear- 
liil  coeoirrence  in  redeeming  their  own  funds; 
and  their  assistance  in  discharging  otiier  debts 
ef  the  nation; 

^  Hu^  do  hombl  J  insist,  That  they  may 
have  as  long  a  term  of  time  allow)ed  them  for 
the  fiiture  redemption  of  their  funds,  as  shall 
be  gnuited  to  $ny  other  corporation  this  ses* 
nofi  of  parliament : 

^  And  that  the  Annnities,  to  be  established 
fer  pajiog  off  the  Lotteries,  and  other  redeem- 
able ronw,  may  be  made  transferable,  and 
payable,  io  the  Bank ;  which  service  the  said 
governor  and  company  are  willing  to  under- 
uke^  without  anv  charge  to  the  pubU<^  other 
than  salary  for  clerks,  ind  fees  in  passmg  the 
aocoants:  and  that  all  such  privileges  and 
dan>€<»,  as  shall  be  thought  necessary  and  rea- 
sonable, to  enable  the  Bank  to  perform  the  re* 
mcure  services  proposed,  be  mserted  in  the 
Bill  to  (wss  on  this  occasion ;  and  that  no  fur- 
ther duties  or  taxes  may  be  laid  on  their  pre- 
sent or  increased  stock ;  ^or  on  any  transfer  of 
the  same  ;  nor  on  any  bonds  or  bills  to  be  is- 
sued by  the  Bank  for  support  of  their  credit. 

^  S^ed,  bv  order  of  the  governor  and  com- 
pany of  the  Bank  of  England, 

Jo.  IvcE,  Secretary.^ 

'  To  the  kononraUe  the  Commons  of  Great 
Britain  in  Parliament  assembled. 

^  Whereas  the  governor  and  company  ofthe 
Bank  of  England  did,  by  a  Proposal  delivered 
to  this  boooiirable  House,  in  a  Committee  on 
Ways  and  Means,  theSlstof  May  last,  amongst 
other  things,  insist  to  have  ai  long  a  term  of 
time  allowed  them  for  the  future  redemption 
ef  their  foods,  as  should  be  cranted  to  any 
other  corporation  this  session  of  parliament : 

''The  said  governor  and  company,  having 
tskra  the  said  paragraph  in  their  said  Proposu 
into  further  consideration,  do  submit  themselves, 
in  that  particular,  to  the  Resolutions  of  the 
hoQoorable  Committee,  of  the  S4th  of  Afay  Ust : 
hot  they  humbly  insist, 

**  That  the  Annnities,  to  be  established  for 
I  paying  o£P  the  Lotteries,  and  other  redeemable 
I  nmds,  nnay  be  made  transferable^  and  payable, 
in  the  Bank ;  which  service  the  said  governor 
end  company  are  willing  to  undertake,  without 
any  charge  to  the  public,  other  than  salary  for 
dnsy  and  fees  in  passing  the  accounts  : 

*  And  that  all  such  privileges  and  clauses, 
m  shall  be  thought  necessary  and  reasonable 
(o  enable  the  jBank  to  perform  the  respective 
lonces  proposed^  be  inserted  in  the  Bill  to 
Ian  oa  this  occasion ;  and  that  no  further  dn- 
tm  or  tiaes  may  be  laid  on  their  present  or 
<WPfated  stock ;  nor  on  any  transfer  of  the 
■fee;  nor  on  any  bonds  or  bills  to  be  issued 
I9  tht  Bank,  (or  npport  of  their  credit. 


''Bly  order  of  the  governor  and  company  of 
the  Bank  of  England,       Jo.  Ivce,  Secretary.^ 

Raolutiani  rapeeting  the  Fropctak  &f  the 
South  Sea  Company  and  the  Banit  rfEngUnd.] 
June  6.  Mr.  Farrer  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole^iouse  on  the  Supply,  tha 
Resolutions  of  the  said  Committee,  which  wera 
as  folk>w : 


^  1.  That  the  present  annud  sums  of 
600,000/.  and  8,0001.  payable  to  the  South  Sea 
Company,  be  continued  to  them,  for  and  in  re- 
spect or  their  capital  stock  of  ten  millions, 
until  the  34th  day  of  June,  17^8,  inclusive. 

^  3.  That,  from  and  after  the  said  S4th  day 
of  June,  1718,  there  he  payable  to  the  said 
company,  by  weekly  payments,  an  annual  sum  ^ 
of  d00,000i.;  bemg  after  the  rate  of  five 
pounds  per  cent,  per  annum,  for  the  said  ten 
millions ;  together  with  their  present  allowance 
of  BfiOOL  per  annum,  to  be  continued  until 
redeemed  by  pariiament 

**  9.  That  the  oresent  duties  and«  revenues, 
chai^ieable  with  the  payment  of  the  present 
finnual  sums  of  600,000/.  and  8,000/.  shall  be 
continued,  and  made  the  fund  for,  and  charge- 
able with  the  payment  of,  the  said  annuities  of 
500,000/.  and  8,000/.  as  the  same  Jball  become 
due  and  payable  to  the  company ;  and  with 
all  arrears  thereof  incurred,  and  to  he  in- 
curred ;  add  that  the  surplus  of  all  the  duSies 
and  revenues,  after  such  payment  to  the  com- 
pany, as  aforesaid,  shall  attend  the  further  dis- 
position of  parliament, 

<<  4.  That  the  said  annual  sums  of  500,000/. 
and  8,000/.  be  made  redeemable  by  pariia«- 
ment,  upon  a  year's  notice  to  be  given  by  an* 
thority  of  parlmment,  on  any  of  the  four  usual 
feast  days  in  the  year  after  the  S4th  day  of 
June,  1733 ;  and  upon  payment  to  the  said 
company  of  the  said  sum  of  ten  millions,  and 
all  arrears  of  the  said  annual  sum  of  500,000/. 
and  8,000/. 

^<5.  That  all  transfers  of  the  said  Company's 
stcck  «lisll  be  free  and  exempt  firom  any  further 
duties  than  the  transfers  are  at  present  subject 
to  by  parliament ;  and  that  their  capital,  and 
stock  in  trade,  be  exempt  from  all  taxes  and 
impositions  whatsoever. 

'<  6.  That  the  said  Company  be  obliged  to 
advance  such  further  sums,  not  exceeding  two 
millions,  as  the  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury 
shall  call  for,  at  any  time  or  times  before  the 
34th  of  December,  1717,  at  an  interest  not 
exceeding  5/.  per  cent,  per  anaom,  redeemable 
by  parliament ;  and  that  the  monies  so  called 
for,  if  any,  be  applied  for  or  towards  redemp- 
tion of  the  prinapal  and  interest  charged  on 
the  four  Lottery-Acts  of  1711  and  1713;  and 
of  the  annuities  of  3/.  per  cent,  per  annum, 
charged  on  the  hereditary  exciie ;  and  that 
the  said  rate  of  5/.  per  cent,  per  annum,  to  be 
paid  to  the  said  Company  for  the  filrther  sums 
so  to  be  advanced,  be  secured  as  well  upon  the 
sorphis  of  the  said  duties  and  revenues  to 
arise  over  and  above  the  said  annuities,  paya- 
ble fur  the  said  titt  miiyons ;  Maboupoal^ 
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dati«s  and  revenues  to  be  redeemed  wltb  th^ 
said  sums,  not  exceeding  two  millions^  to  be 
iimher  advanced,  as  aforesaid. 

<<^7.Tbat  tht  aimualfundpri06,50l/.  ISi.Sd. 
per  annum,  payable  to  the  governor  and  com- 
pany of  the  JBank  of  England,  out  of  the  duties 
on  Houses,  shall  be  continued  to  them  to  the 
S4thof  June  1718. 

<«  8.  That  an  annuity  of  88,751/.  7«.  lOJrf. 
being  after  the  rate  i)f  sh  per  cent,  per  annum. 
on  the  principal  sum  of  1,775,02T/.  17*.  lOJrf. 
due  to  the  governor  and  company  of  thp  Bank 
of  England,  in  lieu  of  their  present  annuity  of 
106,501/.  13«.  Sd,  per  annum,  out  of  the  duties 
On  houses,  be  secured  to  the  said  company^ 
from  the  S4th  of  June  1718 ;  redeemable  by 
parliament,  on  19  months  notice  after  the  said 
fi4thof  June  1718. 

'*  9.  That  the  present  allowances  to  (he  said 
governor  and  company  of  the  Bank  o€  England, 
payable  to  them  for  circulating,  and  exchang- 
ing for  ready  money,  the  principal  suna  of 
4  561,025/.  be  continued  to  them  qntil  the 
$5(h  of  December  1717*. 

"  10.  That  an  annuity  of  lOOjOOQ/.  being  after 
the  rate  of  SL  percent,  per  annum  on  the  sum 
of  200,000/.  be  secured  to  the  said  governor 
and  company  of  the  Bank  of  England,  in  con- 
sideration of  their  undertaking  to  delhrer  up  as 
m^ny  of  the  present  Exchequer  BilU  as  shall 
amount  to  the  sum  of  2,000,000/.  to  be  cancelled; 
and  th^t  the  same  annuity  of  100,000/.  do 
commence  from  the  25th  of  December  1717, 
redeemable  by  parliament,  on  12  months  notice, 
uner  the  said  25th  of  December  1717,  and  re- 
payment of  the  said  2,000,000/.  and  all  arrears 
of  the  said  annuity  attending  the  same. 

"  11.  That  for  undertaking  to  circulate,  and 
exchange  for  ready  money,  at  demand,  the  re- 
mainder, computed  to  amount  to  2,561,625/1 
or  thereabouts,  of  the  said  present  Exchequer 
Bills,  the  allowance  of  31.  per  cent,  per  annum 
be  continued  and  secured,  to  the  said  governor 
and  company  of  the  Bank  of  England ;  and 
that  the  mterest,  now  payable  .on  th6  said  re- 
maining bills,  be  reduced  to  one  penny  per 
cent,  per  diem,  from  and  after  the  25th  of  De- 
cember 1717  ;  and  that  such  interest,  running 
on  any  of  the  same  bills,  during  the  time  they 
shall  lie  in  the  exchequer,  or  m  the  hands  of 
any  public  officers,  be  saved  to  the  public: 
aod  that  the  said  exchequer  bills,  to  to  be  cir- 
culated and  exchanged,  be  redeemable,  upon 
a  year's  notice,  after  the  29th  of  September 
1717. 

•  **  12.  That  no  njpre  exchequer  bills,  or  bills 
9f  the  like  nature,  be  issued,  without  consent 
of  the  Bank,  until  spch  redeniption  be  made. 

"  13.  That  the  $aid  governor  and  company 
0f  the  Bank  of  En^^Iand  be  obliged  to  advance 
to  tbe  pubhc  such  further  sums,  not  exceeding 
S,500,0d0/.  as  the  commissioners  of  the  trea- 
ki,irv,  or  high  treasurer,  for  the  time  being,  shall 
ctiU  for,  at  any  time  or  times,  before  tho  25tb 
of  March  1718,  at  an  iqyCerest  of  5/,  per  cent, 
per  anfium,  redeemable  by  parliament. 

^14^  ThftttheHoOie  iii6'fiey,add  dutidof 


the  Amegate  Fand,  be  'settled  to  answer  all 
tbesaid  payments  to  the  said  eotemorand 
company  of  the  Bank  of  England,  with  pre- 
ference to  all  others. 

<<  15.  That  the  Annuities  to  be  estabtished 
for  paying  off  the  four  Lotteries  of  1711  and 
1712,  and  the  Bankers  Debt,  be  made  trans- 
ferrable,  and  payable  at  the  Bank. 

«  16.  That  the  doty  of  6d  on  40  dhof 
British  linen  exported  be  taken  off. 

**  17.  That  the  duties  upon  Linieed  im* 
porteif  into  this  kingdom  betaken  off,* 

The  first  six  of  the  said  Resolutions,  rdaOM 
to  the  South  Sea  company,  were  poBtponeo, 
^  and  the  rest  of  the  said  Resolutions  were  agreed 
unto  by  the  House.  After  which  it  wat  or- 
dered, That  it  be  an  instruction  to  \hc  gentle- 
men who  are  ordered  to  bring  in  a  BiH  or 
Bills  upon  the  Resolutions  reported  irom  the 
committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  whom  it  was 
referred  to  consider  of  the  State  of  the  Natioti, 
in  relation  to  the  National  Debt,  wbicli  were 
agreed  to  by  the  House  on  the  23d  of  Marcii 
last,  that  they  dp  bring  m  a  Bill  or  Bills  pur- 
suant to  the  Resolutions  this  day  reported  from 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and 
agreed  unto  by  the  Hoose;  lind  that  Mr.  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  Mr.  Wallop,  Mr.  BnHy, 
Mr.  Micklethwaite,  and  Mr  Lechmere '  be 
added  to  the  gentlemen  appointed  to  bring  ia 
the  said  bill  or  bills.— Then  a  motion  hmog 
made,  and  the  question  being  put,  tbat  tba 
further  consideration  of  the  said  postponed 
Resolutions  be  adjourned,  it  passed  in  the  ne- 
gative :  And  thereupon  the  House  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  postponed  Resolatioas, 
and  they  were  agreed  unto  by  the  Honae. 
After  this  it  was  ordered,  That  it  be  an  instruop 
tion  to  the  gentlemen  who  were  ordered  to 
bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  up«n  the  said  Resolntiotts 
of  the  23d  of  March,  and  the  Resolutions  re^ 
ported  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
and  (as  before  mentioned)  agreed  unto  bj  the 
House  this  day,  that  they  do  bring  in  a  bill 
upon  the  said  six  Resolutions,  relating  to-tlie 
South  Sea  company,  which  were  postponed, 
and  are  since  agreed  (into.  Also  ordered.  That 
it  be  an  instruction  to  the  sentlemcn  who  ere  to 
bring  in  the  said  ^ill,  that  they  do  therein  pro- 
vide, that  after  the  24th  of  June,  1733,  the 
principal  money  due  to  the  South  Sea  company 
shall  be  redeemable  by  payments  of  hot  leas 
than  1,000,000/.  at  a  time.* 

*  "  The  Proposals  of  the  Bank  and  South 
Sea  being  agreed  to,  three  Bilfs  were  brtittg^i 
in,  upon  the  Resolutions  that  had  been  made, 
in  relation  to  the  Public  Debts,  and  411  thre% 
passed  into  laws ;  namely,  the  General  Fund 
Act  .the  Bank  Act«  and  the  South  Sea  Act. 

**  The  General  Fund  Act  recited  the  aeveral 
acts  of  parliament  for  establishing  the  fonr  Lot- 
teries of  the  9th  VLtid  lOth  years  off  qucfen  Anne, 
the  terms  of  years  for  which  those  revetfioea 
were  granted,  and  states  the  annual  jpi^ace  ol 
the  several  Tunis  :  bamely,  135,000^  186^01. 
tWfiOSL  ieS,008/.  %Whi  to^tMr  #ith   tli^ 
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June  7.  The  Lcnrds  took  into  oottndentioifi 
he  pethioii  of  the  earl  of  Oxford,  priBflented 
he  day  tiefore,  prtyiog,  «  Thiu  the  coonsel 
brmerly  allowed  him  by  their  lordships,  might 


lankcr^  debt,  39,865/.  15$.  Id.  l-5ih,  and 
mother  small  sam  of  about  37,317/.  lli/Sd. 
moofittng  in  all  to  724,849/.  6i.  lOtf.  l-5th, 
vhicb  is  the  General  Fund,  the  deficiency 
vhereofis  to  be  made  good  annually,  out  of 
be  first  fuds  granted  by  parliament.  And  to 
he  end  that  a  sure  and  sufficient  security  mav 
^  settled  for  the  regular  payment  of  all  slich 
mnintiesy  as  shall  be  payable  by  this  act ;  all 
he  duties  and  the  ret enues,  mentioned  therein, 
ifaall  continue  for  erer.  With  a  proviso,  that 
.'he  rerenfi^s,  by  this  act  made  perpetual^  shall 
be  subject  to  redemption.  Proprietors,  who 
sre  willing  to  accept  5/.  per  cept.  redeemable 
snouities,  in  lien  of  their  Lottery  orders,  shall 
lignify  their  option  by  subscribing.  Aod  such, 
IS  are  willing  to  receive  their  principal  and  in* 
terest  in  ready  money,  shall  likewise  declare 
their  option  in  writing. 

<<  As  for  the  Bank  Act,  it  most  be  obserted, 
the  Bank,  at  that  time,  as  proprietors  of  re- 
deemable dehto,  were  intitled  to  an  annuity  of 
106,501/.  13s.  Sd.  per  annum,  in  lieu  of  fix- 
chequer  Bills  formerly  cancelled,  amounting  to 
l,775,Ot7/.  17«.  \0d\.  And  the  Exchequer  bills 
standing  out,  on  the  SSd  of  March  1716,  are 
stated  at  -1,561,095/.  over  and  above  the  charge 
of  drcolation  which  was  then  due  to  the  Bank. 
The  Bank,  by  virtue  of  their  contracts  for 
circnlatiug  and  exchanging  these  bills  for  read? 
money,  were  intitled  to  "S/.  per  cent,  for  all 
these  bilk,  and  the  bills  carried  an  interest  of 
Si/,  a  day,  which  together  made  6/.  per  cent, 
or  the  whole  sum  of  4,561,025/.  of  Exchequer 
bilb.    There  was  also  granted,  on  the  change 
of  queen  Anne's  ministry,  the  sums  of  45,000/. 
and    8,000/.    a  year,   which   make '  together 
7/.  41.  Od.  %  per  cent,  upon  all  the  Exchequer 
bills.   The  aanuity  payable  to  the  Bank  for  the 
cancelled  Exchequer  bills,  together  with  the 
whole  charge  to  the  public  for  circulating  the 
Exchequer  bills  then  stat^ding,  amounted  to 
aboye  435,000/.  a  year.  In  the»e  circunistaiices, 
the  Bank  Act  says,  Tiie  governor  and  company 
of  the  Bank  are  wijlinj;  to  accept  one  annuitt  of 
88,751/.  7#.  lOd.  {,  heing  after  the  rate  of  5/. 
per   cent,  per    annum,  or    the   principal    of 
1,775/W7/.  17s.- lOi/.  {,  in  lieu  of  the  present 
annuity  or  sum  of  106,501/.  1S«.  5</.  peraon. 
In  the  same  manner  the  act  goes  on,  and  de- 
clares the  Bank  willing  to  discharge,  and  de- 
liver op  to  be  cancelled,  as  many  Exchequer 
bills  as  amount  to  two  millions,  and  to  accept 
of  an  annuity  of '100,000/.  being  after  the  rate 
of  6/.  per  cent,  redeemable  after  *one  year's 
notice,  to  circulate  the  remaining  Exchequer 
biOi  at  3/.  per  cent,  aod  \d,  a  da^,  the  former 
tttoaakices  to  be  continued  to  Christmas  1717; 
tad,  aB«r  that,  the  Bank  to  have,  for  circulating 
the  2,561,0^5*.   remaining  Exchequer  bills,  an 
sanoJtjr  of  76,830/.  15«.  at  the  rate  of  3/  per 
^t.  till  redMned,  owr  am)  above  the  Id,  per 


be  oontiMied  to  him;  aad  that  sir  Robert 
fUvmond,  knight,  and  Mr.  Reeves  might  be 
added  to  them."  Bot  several  lords  having 
xepreiented,  that  this  last  deosami  was  ine* 

day  for  interest.    The  Bank  is  theo  required  to  . 
adva'noe  a  sum  not  exceeding  2,500,000/.  to* 
wards  discharging  the  national  debts,  if  ffanted^ 
and  to  have  5/»  per  cent,  for  as  much  as  they 
advance,  redeemable  by  parliament. 

<<  As  for  the  South  Sea  Act,  the  original  stock 
of  the  South  Sea  was  9,471,325/.  but,  as  tha 
funds  granted  were  sufficient  to  answer  the  in* 
terest  of  10,00a000/.  at  6/.  per  cent,  in  the 
year  171d,  the  South  Sea  Company  advanced 
to  t^e  government  528^675/.  which  completes 
the  sum  of  10,000,000/.  for  which  they  received 
an  interest  or  annuity  of  600,000/.  and  likewise 
8,000/.  a  year  for  management.  Now  by  thie 
act  the  governor  and  company  declare,  they  are 
willing  to  aecepcan  annaity  of  500,000/.  in  lied 
of  the  600,000/,  with  8,000/.  a  year  for  manage- 
ment. The  company  are  to  continee  a  cor* 
poration  till  their  annuity  is  redeemed,  towardt 
which  no  less  than  a  million  is  to  be  paid  at  a 
time.  The  company  is  also  required  to  advance 
a  sum  not  exceeding  two  millions,  towards  dis- 
charging the  prinapal  and  interest  due  on  the 
four  Lottery  funds,  of  the  9th  and  10th  years  of 
qneeq  Anne. 

^  Pocsnant  to  these  acts,  the  Bank,  which 
was  in  possession  of  receipts  out  of  the  Ex* 
chequer,  amounting  to  435,063/.  16i.  Od,  \  pet 
annum  accept  voluntarily  of  three  annuines, 
amounting  to  about  304,531/.  If.  Sd.  {,  whereby 
the  saving  to  the  public  was  130,538/.  14t.  ld,\ 
per  year.  ' 

*•  The  proprietors  of  the  Lottery  Orders, 
amounting  to  above  nine  millions,  siibscribed 
their  orders  at  the  Bank,  and  accepted  baok 
annuities  in  lieu  of  the  same. 

*'>Thu8  though  the  Bank  and  South  Sea  had 
agreed  to  advance. 4,500,000/.  towards  the  pay- 
ment of  those  that  should  demand  ready  money, 
not  one  farthing  was  ever  demanded  in  money, 
except  very  small  sums,  amounting  in  the  whole 
to  471/.  4jf.  All  the  annuities,  that  were  settled 
by  virtue  of  these  three  acts,  were  Redeemable 
Perpetuitiet, granted  at  the  rate  of 5/.  percent, 
per  ann.  upon  a  principal  of  about  S5,86d,247/. 
the  amount  of  the  national  Debt  at  that  time 
redeemed  or  reduced. 

"  In  I  he  General  Fund  Act  is  the  clause  that 
establishes  the  Sinking  Fund,  as  the  reduction 
oi  the  interest  to  5/.  per  cent,  would  make  a 
surplus  or  excess  upon  the  appropriated  funds, 
I  he  act  declares,  '  That  all  the  monies  arising 
from  time  to  time,  as  well  for  ^e  surplus  by 
virtue  of  the  acts  for  redeeming  the  fdnds  of 
the  Bank  and  of  the  South  Sea  company,  as 
also  for  the  surplus  of  the  duties  and  revenue! 
by  this  act  appropriated  to  make  j^ood  the  Ge- 
neral Fund,  and  the  overplus  monies  of  the  Ge- 
neral Fund,  shall  be  appropriated  and  employed 
for  the  dischaiging  the  principal  and  interest  of 
such  national  debts  as  were  incurred  before  the 
35tb  of  De<^mber^  17 1$,  itt  spcti  eiaBner  at 
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plat,  the  same  was  tfjectad.*  The  duke  of 
fiackingham  said,  bowtver,  on  this  oocasiooy 
'^  That  as  the  whole  peerage  was  conoeroed  in 
«  prosecotioD  of  this  oatorey  he  would  readily 
give  ha  voce  for  granting  the  earl  of  Oxford's 
seqoest,  if  he  thought  it  of  any  ose  to  him ; 
bot  diat,  in  his  opinion,  all  those  who  liad  im- 
peached him  of  high-treason  were,  by  this 
time  ashamed  of  it;  except,  perhaps,  one 
single  person,  who  toold  be  ashamed  of  no- 
thing.'' 

About  this  time,  the  Lords  addressed  his 
majest?,  that  he  wonid  be  pleased  to  appoint 
a  High  Steward  fo^  the  Trial  of  the  earl  of 
Oxford ;  in  compliance  to  which  addr^s  his 
majesty  was  pleased  to  appoint  the  Lord  Ouw- 
per,  lord  high-chancellor. 

Debate  on  a  Motion  for  denting  the  Lord$ 
to  delay  the  Trial  of  the  Earl  of  Oxford,] 
June  li.  Mr.  Carter  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  consider  the  state  of  the 
Impeachmeat  against  Robert  earl  of  Oxford 
mna  earl  Mortimer,  '<  That  Vbe  Committee  had 
,  met  several  times,  and  tnade  some  progress  in 
the  matters  to  them  referred;   but  that  the 

shall  be  directed  or  appointed  by  any  future 
met  of  parliament,  to  be  discharged  out  of  the 
same,  and  for  none  other  use,  intent,  or  purpose 
whatsoever.'  This  clause  constitutes  the  Sinking 
Fund,  and  shews  of  what  it  consists,  and  to 
what  uses  it  is  appropriated.  Though  there 
had  been  Sinking  Funds  beff  re  this  time  for 
the  payment  of  particular  debts,  yet  a  Sinking 
Fund,  for  dichargii>g  the  National  Debt  in  ge- 
neral was  first  projected  and  formed  in  the  year 
1716,  and  till  that  time  unheard  of."  Tindal. 
*  '<  You  will  see  by  the  public  prints  that 
Monday  next,  come  se*n  night,  is  appointed  for 
the  Trial  of  my  lord  Oxford,  and  that  no  less  than 
tix-and-tweoty  doughty  members  are  appointed 
to  manage  it.  The  Lords  have  likewise  settled 
the  whole  forms  of  proceedings.  My  lord  has 
asked,  that  two  lawyers  more  might  be  added 
to  his  counsel :  yet  is  all  this  but  a  farce ;  for 
there  is  not  a  creature  living  who  thinks  he 
will  ever  be  tried';  for  they  publicly  own,  tliat 
they  neither  have,  nor  ever  had,  any  evidence, 
and  laugh  at  Impeachments, '  and  Attainders 
and  party  gambols ;  aud  say,  that  all  people 
deserve  to  be  so  punished,  who  presume  te 
dispossess  the  Whigs  of  their  indefeasible  right 
to  the  administration.  But  since  he  is  not  to 
be  tried,  the  next  question  is,  in  what  manner 
he, is  to  be  brought  off,  so  as  to  save  the 
honour  of  his  prosecutors  f  I  think  it  will  be  by 
«n  Act  of  Grace.  Others  say,  it  will  be  by  the 
Commons  asking  more  time,  and  the  Lords,  of 
^eir  party  agreeing  to  refuse  it.  But  as  we 
are  wboUv  ignorant  of  thei^  intentions,  it  is 
possible  that  neither  of  these  guesses  may 
be  riight,  and  that  thf;y  may  keep  him  yet 
another  year  in  prison ;  which  my  lord  Marl- 
borough seems  passionately  to  desire."  Eras- 
mus Lewis  to  Dr.  Swift.  Swift's  Works,  vol. 
10,p.  166,  £d.  1805. 


prosecution  of  the  said  ImpeachmeDt 
been  interrupted  for  so  many  months  by  the  n^ 
terveotion  of  .many  weigh^end  urgent  afi^irs. 
which  more  nearly  and  immediately  coaoemed 
the  welfare,  defence,  and  security  of  the  king- 
dom ;  it  was  become  absolutely  necessary  for 
those  who  should  be  appointed  to  manage  tbe 
said  Impeachment,  to  review,  and  carefully 
peruse  all  the  treaties,  ycords,  letters,  and 
other  papers,  prober  and  necessary  for  support- 
ing this  prosecution ;  which  being  very  vofuou- 
nous,  it  would  be  impossible  within  tbe  time 
appointed  for  the  Trial,  to  adjust  and  apply 
the  proper  evidence  to  the  sereral  Articles. 

Hereupon,  it  was  moved,  That  a  message  be 
sent  to  the  Lords,  acquainting  them  with  the 
reasons  why  this  House  could  not  proceed  ^09 
the  Trial  of  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl 
Mortimer,  at  the  time  appointed;  and'  to  de- 
sire that  the  same  might  be  put  ojflTto  a  further 
day.  Upon  this  there  was,  for  two  or  thr^ 
minutes,  a  silence  in  the  House,  the  members 
looking  one  upon  anocher,  waiting  who  should 
speak  first.    At  last, 

Mr.  Hungerford  rose  up,  and  took  notice  of 
the  great  hardships  which  the  earl  of  Oxford 
had  undergone.  '  Then 

Mr.  Boecawen  expressed  his  concern.  That 
a  prosecution  which  the  Commons  had  begun 
in  so  solemn  a  manner,  and  which  was  thought 
so  necessary  to  vindicate  r  the  honour  and 
justice  of  the  nation,  should,  at  last^ .  be 
dropped;  which,  he  was  sure,  would  be  a  re- 
flecuon  on  that  House.  Here  again  was  a 
deep  silence;  and  Mr.  Speaker  rising,  10  order 
to  put  the  question, 

|ilr.  Tujfnel  took  that  opportunity  to  speak. 
as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker;  I  have  not  yet  troubled  tbe 
House  upon  any  of  the  Impeachments :  how- 
ever, since  I  haye  given  my  assent  to  everr 
article  exhibited  against  the  noble  lord,  I  think 
it,  in  some  measure,  incumbent  upon  ^e,  to 
declare  the  reasons  why  I  did  so.  I  am  sure 
there  is  no  gentleman  in  this  House,  tbat  at 
any  time'  more  unwillingly  comes  into  any 
thing  that  has  the  least  appearance  of  severity 
towards  his  fcllow*subjects,  than  myself.  And 
I  can,  with  a  sreat  deal  of  sincerity  affirm, 
tbat  no  personal  pique,  prejudice,  or  fescfbc* 
ment,  ever  did,  and  I  hope  never  will,  in* 
fiuence  my  vote ;  especially  when  either  the 
life,  the-  fortune,  or  tbe  reputation  of  any  man 
is  concerned.  What  I  did,  1  did  out  of  a  dis- 
ioferested  zeal ;  out  of  an  indbpensible  Iotq 
and  duty  to  my  country:  and  whatever  may  b« 
the  fate  of  this  prosecution,  I  then  thought  and 
still  am  of  opinion,  that  the  measures  which 
this  noble  lord  entered  into,  as  prime  minister, 
have,  if  I  may  be  excused  the  impropriety  of 
the  expression,  laid  a  foundatioii  K>r  the  ruin 
of  his  country.  I  have  already  declared,  tbat 
I  have,  in  every  part  of  the  accusation,  voted 
against  tbb  noble  lord.  As  to  the  articles  of 
high  crimes  and  misdemeanbrs',  I  believe  ibert 
is  nobody  but  thinks  there  was  sufficient  ground 
for  them :  as  to  the  High  Treason,  where  lay 
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the  ooljr  difficcdty,  I  most'freelj  own,  bad  I 
consolted  onlj  mj  private  opinion,  I  codd 
scarce  have  tbooghtit  included  in  the  25tb  of 
EdwArd  3.  But  when  an  honourable  gentle- 
man, who  was  then  Cbairmon  of  the  Secret 
Committee,  undertook,  in  a  fact  Which  the 
House  bad  aJreadjr  argudged'to  be  High 
Treason,  to  bring  that  matter  as  home  to  the 
carl  of  Oxford,  as  the  Report  had  done  to  the 
then  lord  Bolinebroke ;  when  he  gave  us  all 
the  assurances  imaginable,  that  thev  had  living 
and  legal  evidence  to  supjfK>rt  the  charge ;  such 
as  it  was  almost  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the 
Committee,  might  be  given  In  Westminster 
Hall;  and  he  hoped  that  since  the  House  had 
thought  fit  to  repose  a  confidence  in  them,  it 
would  not  be  expected  the  evidence  should  be 
discovered,  lest  it  might  give  them  an  opportu- 
flit/  of  being  seduced;  this,  I  say,  and  this 
alone,  swajred  my  opinion.  I  then*  considered 
myself  acting,  not  as  a  judge,  but  as  a  prosecu- 
tor. And  when  that  very  ingenious  gentleman, 
whom  I  always  hear  with  the  greatest  plea- 
sore,  and  to  whose  judgment  I  always  pay 
the  greatest  deference,  I  say,  when  his  nonour, 
his  understanding,  his  veracky,  his  every  thing 
was  so  far  engaged,  the  only  question  with  me 
was,  whether  it  was  reasonable  to  undertake 
die  prosecution,  or  not?  And  opon  these 
considerations  I  cannot  but  think  I  should 
have  been  extremely  wanting  in  that  duty 
which  I  owe  to  my  country,  if  I  should  have 
declined  giving  my  vote  to  brin^  an  offender  to 
pablic  justice ;  when,  at  the  same  time,  I  was 
toUy  convinced  that  he  had  betrayed  the 
honour  and  interest  of  this  nation. 

Mr.  Bromley  taking  notice  that  the  dint  of 
this  speech  was  principally  levelled  at  Mr. 
Robert  Walpole,  endeavoured  to  vindicate^ 
him  by  saying,  That  though  he  was  chairman 
of  the  SecretConmittee,  yet  if  ray  ttesg  w«s 
done  amiss  amon^  them,  it  were  hard  to  lay 
all  the  blame  at  his  door,  since  the  whole  com- 
mittee were  equally  concerned  in  the  Impeach- 
meats.  As  to  the  matter  now  under  conside- 
ration, Mr.  Bromley  added.  That  they  had 
been  told  above  a  year  and  a  half  ago,  that 
the  evidence  was  retidy ;  but  that  they  ought 
not  to  give  the  Lords  the  trouble  of  fpuig 
through  the  whole  Impeachment,  since, 
in  his  opinion,  twenty  or  the  articles  were 
altogether  vain  and  needless.  Some  members 
resentipg  this  assertion,  Mr.  Bromley  imme- 
diately explained  himself,  saying,  Tlmt  if  the 
two  articles  that  wire  for  High  Treason,  could 
be  made  good,  the  other  twenty  would  be 
needless  and  insignificant 

Mr.  Shippen^  who  spoke  on  the  same  side, 
said,  among  other  things.  That  this  Impeach- 
ment had  ^en  depending  so  long,  that  every 
body  expected  it  wooM  be  dropt ;  andrindeed, 
nnlos  the  two  Articles  «f  High-Treason  could 
he  made  good,  he  thought  it  unreasonable  to 
f^  the  two  Houses  an  unnecessary  trooible 
eboift  the  other  Articles^  by  keeping  them  sit- 
ting in  the  hottest  part  of  the  summer:  That, 
aAar  all,  thotd*  who  bad  first  begun  tbt  Im- 


peachments, ought  to  be  satisfied  with  having 
got  the  places  of  those  that  were  impeached; 
which,  indeed,  seemed  to  be  what  they  had 
principally  in  view:  that  the  trutli  of  this  ap- 
peared evidently  from  the  behaviour  of  the 
gentleman  who  was  the  most  forward  and 
active  in  the  Impeachments,  (Mr.  Robert  Wal- 
pole) whose  warmth  was  very  much  Abated 
since  he  was  out  of  place*.  That  he  did  not 
mention  thb  as  a  reflection  on  that  gentleman, 
for  whom  he  ever  had  a  great  respect;  but  iha( 
he  was  afraid  this  woiud  lessen  him  in  the 
esteem  of  others :  That  for  his  own  part,  h« 
was  not  in  the  least  surprised  at  this  conduct t 
of  which  he  ImuI,  of  late,  observed  many  iuN 
stances :  but  that  he  ever  disapproved  it :  that 
if  he  would  have  been  a  time-server,  he  mijgh^ 
as  well  as  other  people,  have  got  some  good 
employment ;  but  that  be  rather  chose  to  bt 
contented  witli  a  small  private  fortune,  than 
betray  bis  sentiments:  And  as  an  instance,  h# 
added,  he  could  never  be  guilty  of  so  much 
adulation,  as  to  compliment  a  certain  person 
with  the  rank  of  second  general  (meaning  the 
lord  Cadogan)  to  the  prejudice  of  an  honour" 
able  and  worthy  member  of  that  House,  (mean* 
ing  general  Webb)  whose  glorious  actions  bad 
gained  him  an  immortal  name. 

Mr.  Hungerford  then  said.  That  kit  his  owa 
part,  he  ever  was  against  Impeacfainents,  be- 
cause he  had  observed  that  tb^y  generally  come 
to  nothing;  and  at  for  the  reflection  made  by 
the  worthy  gentleman  who  spoke  last,  he  sup- 
posed it  was  meant  for  somebody  else;  [look-  , 
mg,  as  he  spoke  this,  towards  sir  Joseph 
Jekyll,  who  sat  near  him,  and  who  had  spoken 
in  behalf  of  the  lord  Cadogan.] 

Sir  Jottph  Jirty// justified  hunself,  both  as  to 
this,  and  as  So  the  share  he  had  in  the  Impeach- 
ment of  the  earl  of  Oxford;  liavieg,  firom  the 
beginning,  been  against  the  Articles  for  High 
Treason.    After  this, 

Mr.  Walpole  made  a  faint  apology  for  him- 
self, saying  among  other  things,  That  he  had 
of  late  looked  over  some  of  the  most  material 
papers  relating  to  this  Impeachment,  apd  he 
was  still  convinced  in  his  conscience,  that  the 

*  '<  We  find  him,  who  had  spoken  with 
such  heat  and  force  of  argument  against  the 
makers  of  the  peace  of  Utrecht,  who  had  been 
the  indefotigable  chairman  of  the  secret  com- 
mittee, and  had  drawn  up  that  able  report, 
which  brought  such  heavy  accusations  ag^unst 
Oxford,  now  grown  languid  and  lukewarm  in 
the  prosecution,  absenting  himself  fipom  the 
committee  so  of^n,  that  another  chainMm 
was  chosen  in  his  place,  and  ijronically  com- 
plimented, by  Sbippen,  that  he  who  was  the 
most  forward  and  active  in  the  impcnchment, 
had  abated  in  his  warmth  since  be  was  out  of  • 
place.  At  length,  by  his  dontrivance,  a  feigned 
quarrel  as  to  the  ^mode  of  proceeding  took 
place  between  the  two  Houses,  and  no  prose- 
cutors appearing  on  the  day  fixed  for  the  coA- 
tinuance  of  tlte  Trial,  Oifbrd  was  unaniitiout(y 
acqtiitted.*^    Coxe*s  Walpole. 
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late  miostrj  bad  given  theifiselvei  up  entirely, 
and  were  readjr  to  deliver  up  the  nation  to 
France.  But  having  let  drop  an  insinuation, 
as  if  manv  who  followed  his  opinion  in  the 
business  of  the  Impeachments,  did  it  rather  out 
of  compiinieot  to  bis  power,  than  to  his  person, 

Mr,  Tuffnel  resenting  c  bis  innuendo,  imme- 
diately repelled  the  dint  of  it,  by  appealing  to 
that  honourable  member.  Whether  he  ever 
made  his  court  to  him  ?  And  whether  he  bad 
oot  paid  bim  mote  respect  since  he  was  out, 
then  when  be  was  in  place?  On  the  other  hand, 

Mr.  Lechmere  strongly  supported  the  motion 
for  the  Message,  and;  among  other  things,  said, 
It  was  no  wonder  that  a  certain  set  of  men, 
who  had,  at  fir&t,  opposed  the  Impeachments, 
tbonid  u6vr  be  for  lettiog  them  drop :  and  that 
this  was  yet  the  less  surprising,  in  that  the 
same  gentlemen  bad  ^astantly  opposed  all 
tb«t  had  been  proposed  for  the  supjport  of  the 
present  happy  settlement:  but  that  for  his  own 
part,  be  was  of  the  same  opinion  he  ever  bad 
been  of,  viz.  that  the  nation  could  not  prosper, 
liU  they  bad  brouj|bt  those  to  justice,  who  be- 
trayed its  allies  la  so  scandalous  a  miMiiier, 
aqd  broiight  it  to  the  very  brink  of  min ;  and 
ibat  be  would  ventore  bis  life  in  this  prosecution. 

After  this,  it  was  c^ried,  without  diyidinf, 
That  a  Message  be  sent  to  the  Lords,  h  hid) 
was  done  the  same  day. 

The  Trial  of  the  Earl  cJOstfordput  <^iiU 
the  ^th  of  June.]  The  Lords  having  received 
the  said  message,  took  it  immediate!)  into  con- 
aideration.  The  earl  of  Sundefland,  moved  to 
allow  the  Commons  a  fortnight  longer,  but  the 
duke  of  Deronsliire  said,  19  dajs  were  suf- 
ficient, and  so  moved,  '*  That  the  Trial  be 
farther  adjourned  co  Monday  tlie  34th  of  June.'' 
The  Lords  Trevor,  Harcourt,  North  and  Grey, 
and  some  others,  insisted,  That  the  Lords  hav- 
ing fixed  a  peremptory  day  for  the  Trial,  they 
ought  not  to  grant  any  farther  time  :  but  the 
question  being  put  upon  the  duke  of  Devon- 
shire's motion,  the  same  was  carried  in  the  af- 
firmative by  a  majority  of  76  voices  against  57. 

June  13.  The  Lords  sent  a  message  to  the 
Commons,  to  acquaint  them  with  the  said  Re- 
eolation  ;  which  the  Commons-  having  on  the 
14th  taken  into  consideration,  it  was  ordered, 
1.  That  Managers  be  appointied  to.  make  good 
tbe  Articles  of  Impeadimebt  against  Jbiobert 
earl  of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer.  3.  That 
tbe  Committee  who  were  appointed  to  consider 
of  tlie  state  of  tbe  said  Impeachment,  be  the 
•aid  managers^  S.  Tiiat  tbe  said  Committee 
have  power  to  seed  for  such  persons,  j>apers, 
and  records,  as  shall  be  thought  necessary  to 
be  of^  at  the  trial  of  the  sajid  earl;  and  that 
they  have  power  to  ^it  de  die  in  diem,  and  to 
adioom  to  suq|i  time  and  place  as  they  tbink 
^ ;  and  they  are  to  prepare  evidence,  and  to 
.pcQceed  in  tbe  most  speedy  and  secret  way 
tbey  can,  for  the  advantage  of  the  prosecution. 
And  4.  That  Mr.  Anthony  Cratchrode  be  ap- 
pointed Solicitor  to  attend  tbe  Managers,  in 
prosecutingibe  Artidoof  Impeacbmiot  iKainst 
ibesaid^.''  ^^ 


PROCEEO^KOS    AT    TKE  Tu^L  QF  TKE  Eilft 

OF  Oxford]  On  tbe  24tb  of  June,  beii^  the 
day  appoiiited  l>v  the  House  for  tbe  Trial  of 
tbe  earl  of  Oxford,  i\\e  Lords  having  acyouroed 
themselves  to  the  new  erected  Court,  in  West- 
minster-ball;  and  the  Managers,  and  other 
members  of  the  House  of  Cqmmooa  haviag 
taken  their  respective  olaces,  tlte  ctirl  of  Ox- 
ford was  brought  to  the  bar :  then  tbe  Articles 
of  Impeachment,  tbe  Earl's  Adswer,  and  tbe 
Commons'  Eeplication  being  read. 

The  Lord  High  Steward  opened  ^be  Trial, 
with  the  following  speech : 

''  Robert  Earl  of  Oxibrd  and  EorlMortaoei; 

"  It  bas  been  usual,  before  tbe  t^ommeBs 
proceed,  to  say  something  from  this- place  io 
persons  in  your  lordship's  present  condition; 
partly  by  way  of  exhortation  to  a  foaaonabk 
confidence  in  the  greatlionour,  justice,  wisdom, 
integrity,  and  candour  of  their  jud|^  tbeir 
peers,  the  House  of  Lords  io  |>arliament  as- 
sembled, and  partly  by  way  of  dire<?tioo,  to  as- 
sise them  in  tlietr  behaviour  and  conduct  dutiag 
tbe  course  of  their  Trial. — But,  considering  tbe 
many  great  offices  your  lordship  baa  borne  in 
tbe  smte,  your  lon^  experience  nod  known 
teaming  in  all  parliamentary  proceedingm  I 
cannot  but  think  it  would  seem  improper  for 
me  to  be  speaking  to  your  lordsbip  m  that 
manner.r- Wherefore  I  proceed  barely  to  ac- 
quaint your  lordship,  and  others  wbom  it  aa^y 
concern,  wit)]  such  orders  as  the.  Lords  have 
made,  which  it  is  6t  shoald  be  taben  notice  ef 
thus  early  in  this  Trial.  1.  Your  kwdship  and 
all  other  persuons  who  have  occasion  to  speak 
to  this  Court,  must  addtess  their  speech  to  tbe 
Lords  in  general,  and  not  to  any  lord  in.  parti- 
cular. 2.  Your  lordihip\c9unselnMiy  be  pre- 
sent at  tbe  bar  in  order  to  be  heard  to  any  point 
or  matter  of  law,  if  such  shall  arise  on  either 
of  the  Articles  for  High^Treason :  and  tb«t  yoo 
may  make  your  full  defence  by  counsel,  if  yoa 
think  fit,  on  the  Articles  for  high  crimes  and 
misdemeanours,  as  well  on  matters  of  fact  as 
of  law.  3.  That  yoar  Witnesses  are  to  be  exa- 
mined on  o%th,  as  well  to  tbe  Articles  for 
High-Treason,  as  those  for  high  crimes  and  mis- 
demeanours.'' 

Then  the  Lord  High  Steward,  witl?  the  Lordi 
leave,  went  down,  apd  having  seated  biouelf  hj 
the  table^  told  the  gentlemen  of  tbe  House  of 
Commons^  that  they  might  now  proceed :  here- 
upon 

Mr.  Stanho^  said  :  * 

**■  My  Lords ;  The  distance  of  the  Lord  H^ 
8teward  from  this  pjace  may  have  been  the  oc- 
casion that  we  have  nvistakeo  somethii^  that  fefl 
/rom  thence;  we  do  therefore  desire,  to  avoid  aU 
miatakes  (and  I  believe  we.might  be  asistakei^ 
for  we  understood  by  my  Lord  High  Steward 

*  Made  Principal  Secretary  of  State,  Sept 
'S4, 1714,  in  tbe  room  of  William  Bromley,  oq. 
first  Commissioner  of  the  Treasury,  and  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  April  IS,  1717,  in  the 
room  of  Robert  Walpole,  esq.  and  created  ai 
earl  of  Great  Britain,  April  7, 171Sb 
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1^*  TiM  particular  ArticleB  exhibited  by  the 
ConitDoii9|  to  fHiich  liroperevideaoe  will  be  ap« 


*  THa^cotfosd  ghoold  Ix  allowed  the  prisoser 
at  the  bar,  at  well  to  the  Defen<;e  of  the  high 
treason,  as  to  tlitD  high  criuiet  and  mitdemeaii- 
ours  :*  it  is  po^ible,  we  misapprehend  his  lord- 
ship, but  we  hope  bis  lord»hip  will  be  pleased 
to  explain  it  to  us.    Hereupon 

The  Lirrd  Sigh^  Stetntrd  sard,  To  present 
inisukes,  I  repeat  what  I  said.  That  coansel 
ibr  tli^  lord  the  prisoner  at  the  bar,  may  be 
present  at  the  bar,  in  order  x/o  be  heitrd  to  any 
lAatCer  or  point  ofl^^w(ifany  sach  shall  arise) 
relating  to  the  high- treason,  and  Kkewise  to 
liiake  that  Idtd's  Ddence  on  the  Articles  of 
impeacbment  of  higfa-crmies  and  misdemean- 
oors  «9  weR  in  inattenf  of  fact,  as  matters  -  c^f 
kw.— Then  ' 

Mf .  Hampden,  one  of  the  Managers  for  the 
Commons,  made  the  following  speech : 
**  My  liords ; 

**  The  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in  darlia- 
mcnt  assembled,  out  o^  indispensible  dnty  to 
(heir  coontry,  and  zeal  for  the  preservation  of 
the  commpn  liberties  of  Europe,  have  brougjlK 
to  your  lordships  bar,  Robert  earl  of  Oxford 
aodeairl  Mortimer,  late  Hif^  Treasurer*  and 
phYy  counsellor  of  this  kingdom,  charged  with 
the  highest  crimes  and  misdemeanours  by  him 
committed  and  done  agaidsc  the  person,  crown 
and  dignity  of  hit  soireicigo,  tlie  peace  and  in- 
terest of  this  kingdom,  and  in  breach  of  the 
lereral  trusts  repc^sed  in  him. 

**  The  Commons  in  tbeir  Charge  set  forth  the 
many  solemn  Tretltiel  and' Alliances  which  had 
been  entered  into  between  the  crown  of  £og<^ 
land,  and  either  princes  and  potentates  of  Europe 
for  tbeir  mutunl  safety,  from  the  consideration 
of  the  eommon  danger  whieh  then  threatened 
aM  Christendom,  from  thti  immoderate  growth  of 
the  power  of  France. 

"  They  likewise  take  notice  to  your  lordships 
of  the  prosperous  and  flourishing  Condition 
which  tbie  liberties  of  Europe  were  in,  when, 
under  these  Treaties  afHl  Alliances,  it  pleased 
Almiglity  God,  to  bless  the  confederate  arms, 
ender  the  command  of  tbeir  great  and  victorious 
general  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  with  such 
a  series  of  soecesses  as  far  exceeded  their  own 
expectations,  and  by  the  wisdom  and  unanicnity 
of  tbeir  ouoncils,  many  signal  advantages,  both 
by  &ea  and  land,  were  obtained  against  the 
oomoMMi  enemy,  whereby  the  gkury  of  the  con- 
federate arms,  and  the  reputtftion  of  Great 
Britain  in  piirticuhn-,  was  raised  to  a  higher 
yitch  tblin  in  any  former  age. 

^  That  in  this  prosperous  condition  of  affairs^ 
the  Prisoner  at  the  bar,  with  other  evil-minded 
persons^  enemies  to  the  true  interest  of  their 
o^iiiry,  as  well  as  to  thecotmnon  libertiesaod 
welfsre  of  Europe^  did,  by  many  wicked  arts 
|Hid  insinuations,  obtain  access  to  her  late  ma- 
jesty Doeen  Anne,  got  into  her  councils,  and 
into  phiees  of  the  highest  trnst,  tomake  way  for 
his  and  their  pernicious  enterprises,  formed  a 
tieacheroos  correspomience  with  the  emissaries 
of  Fftace,  and  geve  false  and  pernieioos  couii 
ciis  to  her  mRjestr. 
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plied,  contain  a  charge, 

*'  That  this  great  person  at  the  bar,  having 
no  regard  to  the  honour  or  safety  of  his  sove- 
reign, or  these  kingdoms^  wherewith  be  was  in- 
trusted,  or  to  the  many. solemn  edgagemento 
with  the  old  and  faithful  allies  of  this  nation, 
but  being  devoted  to  th^  interest  and  serfioe 
of  the  oommon  enemy,  did,  hs  fmvate  and  se* 
cret  negotiations,  in  breach  of  all  public  faith, 
maliciously  and  wickedly  cultivate  and  improve 
the  demands  of  the  enemies  of  his  country, 
more  to  their  advantage  than  they  themselves 
could  have  ever  hoped  for. 

<<  That  by  clandestine  and  secret  negotiattODs 
with  the  enemies  orEngbnld,  he  gave  up  the 
particular  ihterest  of  his  own  country;  that 
he  assumed  to  himself  regal  power,-  and  in  a 
time  of  o|>en  war,  took  upon  himself,  to  meet 
and  treat  with  the  enemy,  without  any  autb(»- 
rity  or  power  from  his  sovereign,  and  did  what 
in  him  la^  to  subvert  the  ancient  andettablished 
oonstituuon  of  this  kingdom. 

"  That  be  concealed  the  advice  and  pernl* 
oious  influeiKie,  whereby  he  had  engaged  Ub 
Sovereign,  and  prdstituted  her  honour,  which 
had  been  raised  to  the  highest  pitch  of  glonr 
abroad,  and  been  justly  held  in  veneration  with 
her  allies;  and  the  royal  hand  was,  by  the 
wicked  arts  of  the  prisoner  at  the  brtr,  mad# 
tlie  instrmnent  to  advance  the  interest  of  the 
oommon  enemy* 

<'  That  bydeceitfolly  amusing  the  eUies  of 
the  crown  onGreat  Britatn,'and  by  private, 'se^ 
parate  and  unjustifiable  negotiations,  enteral 
into  and  carried  on  by  the  prisoner  at  the  bar, 
a  lasting  reproach  was  brought  upon  cfiis  nati9n| 
and  the  public  faith  of  ntHiny  titties,  wherein 
England  was  engnged  in  tlie  most  sacred  and 
solemn  manner,  was  notoriously  violated,  and 
the  faithful  allies  of  the  crown  amused  and  de* 
ceived. 

'<  That  the  Prisoner  at  the  bar  did,  ra  the 
most  fatal  manner,  impose  upon  and  delude  bit 
sovereign,  in  accepting  a  pretended  expedient 
from  the  enemy,  which  the  enemy  at  the  samtf 
time  declared  to  be  null  and  void*  That  the 
most  unjustifiable  and  destructive  nieflsuree 
were  taken  by  him  to  dissolve  the  whole  confer 
deracy,  without  an^  regard  to  religion,  liberty, 
or  the  faith  of  treaties;  andxin  consideration ^ol 
his  wicked  >advice,  great  numbers  of  the  confe« 
derate  troops,  who  bad,  on  many  occasioned 
fignatixed  themselves  in  the  defimce  of  this 
cause  of  Europe,  were  given  up  as  a  sacrifice  td 
the  fury  and  revenge  of  the  enemy. 
*' My  Lords; 

^'  The  Commons  in  their  Charge  set  forth  the 
particular  measures  concerted  and  taken  by  the 
prisoner  at  the  bar,  to  obmplete  the  destruc* 
tion  of  the  comnon.came  of  Europe,  abd  the 
Protestant  succe&^on  to  the  crown  of  tbeie 
realms.    Ahd  they  charge, 

«  That  the  Prisoner  now  before  your  lord- 
ships, did  traiteroasly  fud,  assist,  and  adhere  to 
,  the  enemies  of  his  queen  and  country,  and  ad* 
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med  and  promoted  the  giving  up  to  those  ene- 
jnes  tbe  imporunt  town  and  fortreH  of  Tour- 
ftaj,  togetfa^  with  Spain  and  the  West-Indiet. 

**  That  he  sacrificed  the  Trade  and  Com* 
flserce  of  Great  Britain  to  its  oomroon  enerojr, 
wttbout  tbe  least  shadow  of  advantage  procured 
lo  these  kinf^doms ;  and  betrayed  the  national 
Ibitb  and  honour  of  tbe  crown,  emplojring 
against  bis  imperial  majeitj  (the  great  and  itutb-. 
m  allj  of  thia  kingdom)  the  na?al  power  \>f 
Ihe  crown,  and  tbe  Supplies  granted  by  parlia- 
aent,  in  direct  violation  of  the  Grand  Alliance ; 
and  contrary  to  her  majesty's  repeated  declara- 
tions  from  the  throne,  and  her  plain  and  full 
Instroctions  to  her  plenipotentiaries  at  Utrecht. 

**  That  he  took  upon  himself  to  eiercise  the 
most  arbitrary  and  unwarrantable  authority ; 
assuming  to  himself  the  chief  direction  and  in- 
fluence in  her  late  majesty's  councils,  and  most 
wickediy  prostituted  the  honour  of  the  crown, 
and  the  cngnity  of  parliament ;  totally  depriv- 
ing her  maiesty  of  the  wbolesomeand  necessary 
ac^ice  of  her  parliament,  and  misrepresenting 
the  most  essential  parts  of  the  negotiations  of 
peace,  to  obtain  the  Santtion  of  parliament  to 
bis  wicked  and  pernicious  proceedings,  thereby 
frtally  deceiving  her  majesty,  her  allies,  her 
parliament,  and  her  people,  by  severri  false 
speeches  and  declarations,  doncerted  and  ad- 
vised by  him,  to  be  made  by  her  majesty  from 
Che  throne  to  her  parliament,  on  the  subject  of 
the  said  negotiations  of  peace;  and  by  such 
vricked  and  nnezampled  evil  council,  be  did 
most  ungratefully  abuse  the  favour  of  his  roval 
mistress,  and  b3r  means  of  her  authority  misted 
ker  parliament  into  groundless  and  prpjndicial 
Resolutions;  and  thereby  not  only  prevented 
tbe  just  advice  of  tbe  parliament  to  her  majes- 
ty,  m  that  critical  juncture,  but  obtained  the 
.approbation  of  parliament  to  his  mysterious 
and  dangerous  practices ;  ^and  did  not  only  de* 
pmt  her  majesty  of  the  confidence  and  affec- 
tion of  her  allies,  but  expose  her  majesty  and 
bar  people  to  the  contempt  of  tbe  enemy. 

**  That  be  bad  used  his  utmost  endeavours  to 
subvert  tbe  ancient  constitution  of  parliamenr, 
the  great  and  only  security  of  the  prerogative  of 
the  crown,  and  of  the  rights,  liberties,  and  pro- 
perties of  tbe  people,  and  most  wickedly  at- 
tempted to  destroy  she  freedom  and  inde^n* 
dency  of  this  noble  UoMe,  tbe  great  ornament 
and  nearest  support  of  the  crown ;  disguising 
bis  mischievous  intentions  under  pretence  of 
superior  aeai  for  .the  prerogative  of  the  crown ; 
but  by  his  false  advice  her  majesty  was  deprived 
of  tlie  seasonable  and  wholesome  councib  of 
ber  parliament,  and  tbe  prerogative  perverted 
to  the  dishonour  of  tbo  crown,  and  the  irre- 
'parable  mischief  to  the  constitution  of  parlia- 
ment. 

<<  My  Lords; 

"The  Conraions  have  farther  charged  tbe 
ftoble  lord  with  Corniptions^  in  illegally  misap- 
plying mone;jrs  appropriated  by  parliament,  ^nd 
with  preventing  any  parliamentary  inquiry  into 
fkit  same;  to  die  reproach  aad  scandal  oif  par- 
linaMBts,  in  breach  of  bit  trast,  tbe  bigbini 


abuse  of  the  genets  of  his  sovereign,  atid  the 
greatest  injusuce  and  oppression  of  her  sab- 
jects;  and  that  be  defrauded  her  late  majesty 
of  tbe  public  money  with  which  he  was  entrust- 
ed, for  the  support  of  the  honour  and  dignity  of 
the  crown. 

"  That  this  great  person  did  assume  to  him- 
self the  supreme  direction  in  ber  late  mtyestj*! 
councils,  and  did  introduce  to  ber  majesty,  for  a 
pretended  public  minister,  a  traitor  in  disgnitt, 
named  in  tbe  Articles;  and  gave  such  traimr 
several  considerable  sums  out  of  her  nu^jesty's 
treasure,  in  a  fictitious  and  scanddoos  man- 
ner; such  person  being  sent  into  this  kingdom, 
under  false  pretences,  secretly  to  promote  tbe 
interest  of  tM  Pretender,  whereby  th«  prisoner 
at  the  bar  did  ungratefully  expose  the  persoa 
of  her  majesty,  and  notoriously  encourage  tbe 
adherents  of  the  Pretender,  to  the  apparent 
danger  of  the  Protestant  succession  to  the  iuH 
perial  crown  of  these  realms.    And 

"  Lastly,  That  this  great  person  at  the  bar, 
did,  by  tl(e  most  false  and  wicked  councils  an4 
practices,  betray  and  give  up  as  a  sacrifice  to 
the  implacable  resentments  of  their  enraged  and 
powemil  enemy,  a  free  and  generous  people, 
tbe  faithful  and  useful  allies  of  this  kingdom, 
the  brave  Cat^ans,  who,  by  the  evil  measarss 
concerted  and  taken  b^  the  prisoner  at  the 
bar,  were  betrayed  into  irrecoverable  slavery; 
and  the  honour  of  the  British  nation,  always 
renowned  for  tbe  love  of  liberty,  and  for  givipg 
protection  te  the  distressed  assertors  of  it,  ther^ 
in  most  basely  prostituted  by  tbe  pemicinui 
and  detestable  council  of  tbe  prisoner  at  tbe 
bar. 

''  Thus  vour  lordships  have  a  vievr  of  tbe 
guilt  in  which  the  Treasons  and  other  Crimes 
committed  by  the  Prisoner  at  tbe  bar  have  in- 
volved  him  :  and  it  it  with  astonisbmeBt  tbt 
Commons  observe,  That  bis  Defence  is  an  at> 
tempt  to  asperse  the  memory  of  his  royal  mis- 
tress with  the  blame  of  what  was  transacted 
during  hb  a'dministration,  which,  by  imposing 
upon  her,  he  had,  effected  against  ber  bpooor, 
and  tbe  good  of  his  couutry,  thereby  attempting 
to  reflect  upon  the  justice  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  to  cast  an  odiumr  upon  their 
proceedings  against  him.  But  we  doubt  not 
your  lordships  vindication  of  the  honour  of  bet 
late  majesty,  and  tbe  proceediags  of  iIm  Com- 
mons in  this  prosecutiou. 

*<  Tbe  Commons  think  is  their  thsty  60  expresi 
the  utmost  abhorrence  of  tbe  traKeroua  and 
wicked  proceedings  of  the  Prisoner  at  tbe  bar, 
and  to  shew  their  resentment  against  bim,  as 
the  author  and  promoter  of  them. 

«  They  have  found  him  abusing  and  betray- 
ing tbe  honour  of  bis  royal  mistress,  into  wbosa 
favour  be  had  insinuated  himself|  for  the  most 
destructive  and  wicked  purposes.  They  bavc 
found  him  insidiously  dividing  and  w^kanii^ 
us  and  our  aHies,  betraying  our  councils,  trai- 
teroosly  giving  np  our  stroag  holds,  fortreasei 
and  defences  of  Europe,  and  her  most  wealthy 
and  flourishing  coontriesto  the  commoa  enemy 
in  time  of  open  witr;  aodcoatrivingaadcflecv 
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iog  tiik  dissolotioD  of  the  greatest  and  most 
noble  Confederacy,  that  e?er  was  formed  and 
Doited  in  defiance  of  the  Protestant  interest,  and  ' 
the  glorioas  liberties  of  Europe. 

<'  They  have  found  bim  attempting  to  deprive 
these  kingdoms  of  the  only  blessing  led  to  their 
hopes,  and  which,  by  the  Providence  of  God 
6Qjy,  they  now  enjoy,  the  roost  auspicious  go- 
▼ernment  of  hb  present  majesty,  the  greatest 
and  best  of  princes,  whose  magnanimity,  wi». 
dora,  piety,  and  other  princely  virtues  have  filled 
the  imperial  throne  of  Great  Briuin,  with  a 
lustre  unknown  to  any  former  age.  In  this  at* 
tempt,  the  noble  lord  at  the  bar,  wickedly  en- 
deavoored  to  defeat  us  of^ur  happy  prospect  of 
lasting  felicities^  in  a  long  succession  of  protes- 
taitt  princes  in  the  royal  line  of  his  most  excel- 
lent majesty,  the  most  illustrious  prince  and 
princess  ofWales^  and  their  issQe,  eminently 
endowed  with  all  graces  and  accomplishments 
for  making  a  generous  and  free  people  happy ; 
00  the  amtinuance  of  which  succession,  ne&t 
under  God,  all  that  b  dear  and  valuable  to  us, 
entirely  depends. 
«  My  Lords ; 

"The  Commons  justly  resent  and  detest  the 
reproach  brought  upon  the  faith  and.  honour  of 
their  country,  by  the  great  evil  minister  at  the 
bar ;  but  they  promise  themselves  your  lordships 
will  ever  l»e  a  terror  to  all  evil  minbters,  how 
ereat  soever  i  and  that  your  lordships  can  never 
rail  to  do  justice  to  vour  injured  country,  upon 
all  perfidious  counsellors,  who  lie  in  wait  to  de- 
stroy our  religion,  laws,  atnl  liberties." 

Bir.  Hampden  having  done  speaking, 

Sir  Jouph  Jeh/U  BtooA  up,  in  order  to  make 
good  the  first  Article  of  the  Impeachment ;  but 
was  interrupted,  apon  a  motion  made  by  the 
lord  Uarcourt,  vb.  That  before  the  Managers 
proceeded  further,. he  had  a  motion  to  make, 
whereupon  tbeir  Lordships  adjourned  to  their 
ewQ  House. 

Debate  in  ike  jfouie  qfLordi  about  the  3fe- 
tk»d  of  the  Managers  proceeding  to  make  good 
the  Articles.]    The  Lords  being  come  thither. 

The  Lord  Hareourt  represented.  That  tbe 
gobg  through  all  the  Articles  oflmpeachmeat, 
would  take  up  a  great  deal  of  time  to  little 
purpose  ;  for  if  tl^  Commona  could  make  good 
the  two  Articles  of  High  Treason,  the  earl  of 
Oxford  would  forfeit  both  life  and  estate,  and 
diere  would  be  an  end  of  the  matter  s  whereas 
the  proceeding  in  the  method  the  ^  Commons 
proposed,  would  draw  the  Trial  into  prodi|;ioas 
length  ;  urging,  that  it  would  be  a  great  bard- 
ship  upon  a  peer^  who  bad  already  undergone 
so  long  a  confinement,  to  appear  every  day  at 
their  bar  like  a  traitor,  and  be,  at  last,  foond 
gnilty  only  of  high  crimes  and  miademeanon ; 
and  therefore  he  moved,  **  That  the  Commons 
be  not  admitted  to  proceed,  in  order  to  make 
good  the  Articles  against  Robert  earl  of  Oxford 
and  ^rl  Mortimer  Tot  High  Crimes  and  Misde- 
neaaors,  till  Judgment  be  first  given  npon  the 
Anidesfor  High-treasmL" 

The  lord  Hareourt  was  leoonded  by  lord 


Trevor,  and  the  earU  9f  Anglewi  asd  N4»ttii9« 
hams  but 

Lord  Parker  answered  them^  That  In  att 
courts  of  judicature,  it  is  the  usual  and  constant 
method  to  go  through  .all  the  E^ridence  before 
Judtsment  be  given  upon  any  part  of  the  actu- 
sation  :  that  though  the  House  uf  Peers  be  the 
supreme  court  of  the  kingdom,  yet  it  has  ever  a 
regard  to  the  rules  of  equi^r,  and  even  to  the 
forms  observed  in  the  courts  below :  and  as  for 
the  prisoner's  appearing  in  the  at[)ecluconditioa 
of  a  traitor,  it  was  but  apiece  of  formality  which 
did  him  no  manner  of  hurt,  and  to  which  pep^ 
sons  of  the  highest  rank  had  ever  submitted^  in 
order  to  clear  their  innocence. 

The  earl  of  Sunderland,  lord  Conmgsby,  and 
lord  Cadogan  spoke  en  the  same  side ;  but  the 
dukes  of  Buckingham  tind  Argyie,  the  eaid  of 
Hay,  the  bi^op  of  Eodiester,  lord  North  and 
Grey,  and  lord  Townsbend,  havro^  strenuously 
supported  the  lord  Harcourt's  motion,  the  same 
was  carried  in  the  affirmative  by  88  Toioet 
against  $p^ 

The  Lords  restdve  that  the  Commons  proceed 
first  to  make  good  the  Articles  of  High  IVeoson.] 
The  Lords  being  gone  down  agaiu  to  Wjestmin- 
ster-hall,  sent  a  Message  to  the  Commons  to 
acquaint  them  therewith ;  upon  which  the  Com- 
mons, in  a  Committee  of  the  whole  fionse,  re- 
turned also  to  Westminster-hall^  where  the  Lord 
High-Steward  acquainted  the  Managers  with 
.their  lordships*  Resolution.  Hereupon  sir  Wil- 
liam Thompson^  one  of  tlie  Managers  for  the 
Commons,  acquainted  their  lordships,  that  they 
conceived  ittobeso  much  the  undoubted  ri^ 
ofthe  Commons  to  proceed  in  their  own  method 
in  maintenattce  of  the  Articles  exhibited  by 
them,  and  did  apprehend  that  this  resolution  of 
their  lordships  might  be  of  s6  fatal  consequence 
to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  all  the  Commona 
of  Great  Britain,  rfaatthey  could  not  takenpou 
them  to  proceed  any  farther,  without  resorting 
to  the  House  of  Commons  for  their  direction 
therein. — Upon  this  the  Lords  and  Comokont 
went  up  to  their  respective  Houses. 

The  Earl  rf  Oxford's  Trial  put  off  to  the  9Sth 
ofJuneJX  ,  June  S5.  The  Lords  sent  a  Messa^ 
to  the  Commons,  to  acquaint  them.  That  their 
Lordships  had  ordered  Robert  earl  of  Oxford 
and  earl  Mortimer  to  be  brought  to  the  bar  of 
their  House  in  Westminster-hall,  that  day  at 
eleven  in  the  forenoon.  Hereupon,  the  Com* 
mens  resolved,  nem,  eon,  '*  That  a  Message 
be  sent  to  the  Lords,  acquainting  their  lordships, 
that  the  Commons  have  taken  mto  their  consi- 
deration their  Lordships'  Resolution,  communi- 
cated, to  their  Managers,  relating  to  Uie  pro- 
ceedings on  the  Trial  of  Ilobert'earl  of  Oxford 
and  earl  Mortimer  ;  and  being  desirous  to  pre- 
serve a  good  correspondence  between  the  two 
Houses,  have  appointed  a  committee  to 
search  Precedents  apon  a  matter  of  thb 
great  importance,  and  desire  that  their  lord* 
ships  will  not  proceed  at  the  time  appointed.** 
Mr.  Carter,  who  was  ordered  to  carry  this  Mes- 
sage^ being  returned,  reported,  J^TlMtt  ihaLorda 
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having  taken  the  same  iato  oontideratiom  agreed 
not  to  ppocetd  on  the  Trial  of  the  said  £aH  at 
the  time  appointed,  but  to  proceed  farther  on 
the  saiil  Tnal  on  the98fh  at  eleven  io  the  fore- 
noon." 

•June  47.  The  lord  Morpeth  was  aent  fh>m 
the  Commons  le  desire  a  Conference  with'the 
Lords,  which  their  Lordships  having  agreed  to, 
and  appointed  the  8anieprei»eiitiy  in  the  painted 
chamber,  the  Managers  of  the  Commons  went 
Ihithcr  and  delivered  to  the  Lords^  the  Com- 
mons' Reasons  against  their  Lordships'  Reso- 
lutions. 

'  'Fh^  Conu^om*  Mcasons  (igaimi  ^he  Lords*  R«- 
4otution  communicated  at  a  Cwiference,]  The 
same  dajr,  the  4uke  a|f  Kingston,  Lorcf  Pri^y 
Seal,  reported  to  the  Uoase  of  Lords,  that  Uiey 
ha.d  been  at  the  conference,  »ud  met  Mr.  dM"- 
ter  and  other  Managers  for  t|ie  Commons, 
who  delivered  to  \he^  X^v^ffnf*  a  Paf^r,  m 
follows : 

^  The  Commons  having  taken  into  their  con- 
•ideration  your  lordships*  Resolution  communi- 
c^tpd  to  their  M^ag^re  i^llbkting  to.  t^e  pi^- 
ceedings  on  the Triaiof  Robert  earl  of  Oxtbid 
smd  earl  Mo/timer,  nud  Ibeiog  d^irous,  ^  far  as 
i^  them  lies^  to  rpain^^n  a  £Qod  corpespoodenp^ 
wjth  your  lordsbipSy  have  desired  this  Confer- 
ence: aiic)  have  cotqipfinded  vis  to  |lcquai^t 
j9uf  lordship Sy  |;hat  they  conceive  it  to  be  the 
ap^oqbted  right  of  the  QoounAiis,  toioipeach 
a^  peer,  either  for  High  Treason,  or  for  high 
comes  and  misdemeanprs^  or,  if  they  see  occa- 
sipn,  to  u^ix  both  ti^p  one  f^^  the  other  in  the 
same  accusation. 

*<  The  Impeachment  preferred  against  Ro- 
bert  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer  is  one 
continued  acct^tivo,  consisting  of  high  crimes 
and  misdemeanors,  and  al^  of  charges  oif  high 
treason.  The  faction  which  the  Articles  pre- 
ceding those  of  higb  tressQ^  are  grounded, 
n^e  laid  together  in  in  order  of  time,  and 
follow  one  another  succes»ively,  ia  the  manner 
they  were  committed. 

'*  As  the  Commons  thought  this  the  most  na- 
tural method  for  exhibiting  the  several  Articles 
against  the  said  earl,  they  were  of  opinion,  that 
they  should  proceed  in  the  proof  of  these  several 
facts,  after  the  same  method;  sinte  it  is  manifest 
that  in  laying  op^n  the  course  of  such  a  wicked 
administration,  thepreceding  parts  of  it  give  lie;ht 
to  those  which  follow  ;  and  that  the  proof  of 
the  several  Articles  of  high  crimes  and  mis- 
demeanors, would  naturally  lead  to  the  proof  of 
those  of  hiflh  treason. 

•  **  Your  Ttirdships  received  th^e  several  Ar- 
ticles of  Impeachment,  without  making  any 
exwptJon  ilgainst  the  form  in  which  they  were 
exhibited.  The  said  earl  made  his  Answer  to 
cbem  in  the  same  order,  and  has  no  where  in- 
'iiited  Co  be  tried  in  any  other  method  ;  so  that 
the  Commons  are  surplrised  to  find  a  sto^>  pat  to 
Ibeir  prost  cution  by  an  objection,  which  ha« 
never  been  started  b^  the  said  earl,  and  which 
your  lordships  had  given  them  $o  little  reason 
$9  exj^pctf 


'*  To  this  must  be  added,  that  as  the  Com- 
inons  only  are  masters  of  (he  evidence,  and  m 
ppon  that  account  theV  (ire  best  able  to  deter- 
mine, what  to  charge  nrst,  and  what  next  ;  so 
they  are  most  proper  to  determine,  in  what  me- 
thod to  proceed  for  the  advantage  of  the  pro- 
secution, in  theeven^  of  which  all  the  ComiDOns 
of  Great  Britain  are  so  highly  concerned. 

<*Towhicb  they  further  add,  That  iliey  see 
no  reason  but  that  your  lordshij)9  may  as  well 
invert  the  whole  order  of  the  Articles,  as  pre- 
scribe to  the  Commons  those  particular  Ar- 
ticles on  which  they  are  first  to  proceed,  which 
will  necessarily  produce  such  a  confusion,  both 
in  the  facts  ana  evidence,  as  is  by  no  means 
consistent  with  that  clearness  and  perspicuity, 
in  which  the  Commons  think  this  affair  ought 
to  appear. 

'^The  Commons,  upqn  examining  Prece- 
dents, do  find  divers  precedents  of  Impeacb- 
ments  for  high  treason,  and  other  high  crinM» 
^nd  misdemeanors,  in  the  same  accusation ; 
and  do  not  find  that  the  Lords  ever  objected  lo 
such  proceedin^c,  or  ever  gave  judgmeut  ^poa 
eny  particular  Article  of  Impeachment,  be|>re 
the  Commons  ha(l  gone  through,  aud  condnM 
their  evidence  upon  all  the  Articles,  or  so  n^nj 
ef  them  as  they  thought  fit;  and  the  Commoitt 
are  at  as  great  a  loss  to  conceive  what  ar]gii- 
ments,  or  precedents,  can  be  brouEht  to  anp* 
port  the  Resolution  of  your  iordship^  to  ^f 
judgment  upoi^  one  part  of  the  ^me  accusation, 
reserving  the  oth^r  part  for  a  subsequent  trial* 
as  they  are  to  know  what  yoi^  lordships  mean, 
by  admitting  tiiQ  Commons  to  proceed  upon  the 
Articles  of  high  crimes  and  misdemeanor>y  after 
the  judgment  is  given  upon  ttie  articles  tai 
high  treason,  supposing  the  judgment  proper 
ibr  high  treason  should  be  giyrp  against  ih^t 
said  earl. 

**  For  these  reasons,  the  Commons  assert  it 
as  their  undoubted  right,  to  proceed  on  th^ 
Trial  of  Robert  earl  ofOnford  and  earl  Morti- 
mer, after  the  method  in  which  their  i 


were  proceeding,  when  interrupted  by  yoor 
k)rdships'  Resolution.'' 

The  Lords  resohe  to  adhere  to  their  Jvrmar 
Resoluiion.]  The  Lords  having,  the  same  a^ 
ternoon,  taken  into  consideration  what  was 
offered  to  thetn  by  the  Commons  at  the  said 
Conference,  it  was  moved,  and  the  questioa 

**  That  their  lordships  do  adhere  to  their 
ftesolution,  not  to  admit  the  Commons  to 
proceed  to  make  good  the  Articles  for  high 
crimes  and  misdemeanors,  till  judgment  be  first 
given  upon  the  Articles  fi>r  high  treti(son  ;**  which 
\f  as  carried  in  the  affirmative.  Then  another 
motion  was  made,  and  the  question  pot, 
<<  That  the  Lords  do  give  to  the  Commons  the 
y^asons  Jbr  their  lordships  adhering  ,  to  their 
former  Resolution  ;*'  This  was  also  carried  in 
the  affirmative  i  and  a  Committee  of  lords  was 
appointed  to  draw  up  the  said  Reasons;  not- 
withstanding the  opposition  made  thereto  bj 
f^  lord  tl^rcouity  and  other  pcpri ;  Wba 
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timcB  to  90BI99  ?b.  Tht  tf>ing  a  peer  on  At* 
ticles  £Qf  higd  aiwM  tad  wikdemmwrnn  with* 
out  the  bar,  the  detaining  in  cmtotlj  a  peer  to 
accused,  aod  repeated  omnnitmeDtft  of  hiiD  to 
Ihe  Tower,  durmj(  tb^  time  of  sucb  mal,aiid 
subjecting  a  peer  to  as  igUQuunious  ciroum- 
stances  do  his  trial  on  articles  fojr  otisdemeaiipuva 
as  if  b^  was  tben  eo  bis  tria(  on  ar|id#i 
for  higb  treason;  wbereas  a  p«er  on  bts 
triaf,  on  articles  for  misdem«aiMHir9  onljr, 
ougt^  not  to  be  deprived  of  bis  iibefty» 
nor  sequestered  from  parliament,  and  is  in* 
titled  to  the' privilege  of  sitting  11  it  bin  tbe  bar 
during  the  whole  timie  of  bis  trial ;  in  all  wbich 
particulars  tbe  known  rule  of  proceedings  in 
such  cases  maj  be  evaded,  sliould  a  pner  bo 
brought  to  his  trial  on  several  articles  eibibit«i 
against  him  for  high  crimes  and  misdeoMaaoairf 
and  for  high  treason  milled  together,  and  tlie 
Commons  be  admitted  to  prriceed  to  mabt 
guod  the  Articles  for  high  crimes  and  cni»dn« 
meanours,  bffpre  judgment  be  gii^ea  upon  thn 
articles  for  bigh  treason.  Their  lordbbips  bal« 
full^  considered  tbe  matters  oDOered  to  tfaero  hf^ 
the  House  of  Commons  at  the  last  confereqom  - 
relating  to  tbe  proceedings  against  Robert  ea|i 
of  Qxfurd  and  earl  Morti«iier ;  and  their  lorcU 
ships  are  fully  satisfied,  that  the  Fefoluii^n  fchnf* 
haK  ^akeu  and  Ci>mmun)cat6d  to  tbeCoromonn 
on  tbp  sub  ir^sUDt,  is  just  nod  veasontble  s 
and  that  the  House  of  Commous  are  not  fMi> 
under  any  rei^l  inconvenience  thereby*  in  car*) 
rying  on  their  present  prosecution.  Tbsir  lord^  * 
ships  have  ooaunapded  us  to  (ft  yoti  know^ 
that  they  do  insist  on  their  said  Resolution,  vix. 
That  the  Commons  be  not  nAioitted  4o  pfoceesi 
in  order  to  make  good  tbe  Articlet  agnintt- 
Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer,  far 
higb  crimes  and  misdemeanoufs,  till  jndgnktnt. 
be  first  given  upon  the  Articles  for  liigb  tr«ason.*^ 

A  Tru  Conference  therenjHm  ^ired  hy  tJke^ 
Ci>mnKmi^  Ifui  refu$ed  by  the  Xords.^  Mr.  Car- 
ter having  reported  the  abov^  AeMOAn  lo  th^ 
Hoi^  ot  Commons,  ibey  rnsoivnd  in  take 
Ihem  immediatety  into  cousidamtion.  Tbtn  a 
Message  was  sent  firom  tbe  Lords,  to  acquaiat 
tbe  Coromons,  That  they  bad  ordered  the  eafl 
of  Oxford  to  be  t)rought  to  tbe  bwr  of  their 
House  ?n  Westminster- Hall,  at  eleven  tbe  next 
momioE,  in  order  to  proceed  farther  oo  tbn 
Trial  of  tbe  said  ear].  Tbe  Commons  tbecer 
upon  sent  Mr.' Vonge  to  tb^  liOrds  to  desirn 
that  their  lordships  would  continue  sitting  foi 
some  time,  which  the  X^rds  having  readily 
agreed  to,  ^he  Comndoois  took  tbeir  lordsbips* 
lUasons  into  consideration,  and  tbea  resolved, 
*  That  a  Free  Conference  be  desired  with  tb^ 
Lords  upon  tbe  subject  matter  ^f  tb^  ^^  Coo* 
feieacf.* 

Juoe  99.  TfaeLordi  toob  ibndcMrc  of  the 
Commons,  of  a  Fsee  Couitevoce,  into  oonsnfe* 
ration ;  and,  alter  n  long  debate,  it  was  re* 
solved,  '<  That  m  the  aa^feol  matter  of  tbe 
last  CottliMrenoe»  eooeerned  apeint  of  jedica* 
ture  deiemiined  by  their  lordaMpt  nf&r  the 
trial  begnn,  tiboir  locdMbipe  Mwxt  tbinkfit  t» 
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urged,  ^'Tbntfnch  n  condescension  was  dero- 
gatory td  the  prerogatives  of  the  peerage.'' 

7%tf  Lords'  Kenams  for  imitting  thdt  the 
Qmmiotts  ehnU  not  prmteed  <m  the  other  Articlet 
tiUJudgmefft  i$  given  on  tkme  for  Treaion,'\ 
June  98.  Tbe  Lords  sent  a  Message  to  the 
Conunons,  desiring  them  to  oontinne  sitting 
for  some  time ;  with  whioh  tbe  Commons 
having  ceadily  coa^)lied,  anopber  MessaEe 
was,  sooo  aAer*  Mut  to  tbem  irom  tbe  Lords, 
to  desire  a  pteeeot  Conference  In  tbe  Feinted 
Chamber,  upon  tbe  subject  loatterofcbe  last 
Confecenoe.  Tbe  Cooamoas  agreed  also  to  this 
Conference,  wherein  the  Lords  delivered  their 
Reasons  for  adhering  to  their  Resolution,  to  tbe 
m^oageft  of  the  Qprnmons  ;**  vi?. 

**  Tbeir  Lordabips,  in  order  to  preserve  a 
good  oerrespeadcpoe  with  tbe  House  of  Com- 
mons, (which  tbey  shall  always  endeavour  to 
da  as€sr  as-lieain  their  |>ewer)  hav*  desked 
this  Coaftrenoe  apon  tb^  iub^eot  matter  of  the 
bnt  Coaference  :  and  have  directed  as  to 
ae^int  yoe^  <het  their  lordships  ^odge  it  a 
right  iabnireat  ia  every  court  of  jtntioe,  to  order 
and  dirett  each  methods  of  prneeedin|,  as 
sach  eoort  ehaU  think  iit  to  he  observed  m  all 
csmes  deapeoding  bdore  tbeov,  wbinli  can 
bsTe  no  innuenc^  to  tbe  prejudice  ufjustice ;  and 
where  su^b  naetlieds  t^  proceeding  are  not 
otherwise  settled  by  any  poMtive  rule.  Tbe 
power  of  judicature  on  ^U  Jiiipeacboients, 
being  a  right  un(|uesti0i>ablj|[  iuh^ri^ut  iu  their 
b;(biiips,  aud  Jt  not  bemg  determined  by  any 
positive  rule,  v^ bet  her  the  House  of  Gomcnons 
may  proceed  tp.  mal^e  good  the  ysveral  ^rtides 
exhibited  for  mi»deipi>anours,  in.soicb  order  as 
they  |h41  think  fit,  belibre  tiKy  pri^reed  to 
make  good  tbe  Articn^eshihited  fur  high  tre^* 
son  ;  and  there  being  no  pseced^U  where  ti)^ 
Commons,  upon  tbe  trial  of  auy  such  impeach- 
ment, attempted  to  proceed  in  i^ie  first  place, 
to  make  good  any  of  tlie  Articles  contained  in 
such  impeachment  for  higb  crimes  and  misde- 
meauors ;  their  lordships,  considering  tbe  na- 
ture of  tbe  impeachment  now  depending  before 
tbem,  and  ihe  met.liod  wherein  the  managers 
for  the  House  pf  Commooa  were  beginning  to 
proceed  upou  tbe  trial,  to  make  good  tbe  first 
'Article  thereof,  wliicb  is  a  charge  for  high 
crimes  and  mi&d;: meanours  only;  and  also 
considering  the  very  different  methods  of  pro- 
ceeding qn  an  Impeach^n^njt  of  n  peer  {br  high 
treason,  as  well  t>efQre  as  upon  thetriaj  tlierfof, 
aod  the  circumstances  attending  such  a  trial, 
thought  themselves  obliged  to  come  to  th«ir  re- 
solation  conununicnted  to  tbe  Commons  on 
the  ^tb  instanr^  as  well  fur  doiog  justice  in 
the  case  depending  before  theo^  as  for  tbe 
presenting  a  new  precedent  to  be  made  on  this 
trial;  in  consequeuce  whereof  a  new  and 
UQJtistjfiable  form  of  proceeding  against;  ^  peer 
opon  an  impeachment  tot  high  treason  and 
high  crimes,  might  be  introdoced  at  bis  trial 
0^  iboio  Articles  in  which  he  it  cbaiged  6>r 
high  crimes  end  roisdenieanoors  only;  to  the 
pgndifi^nf  tbrpMfi^^  Gie^t  Bntwin  all 
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then  on  such  occasions^  which  at  this  time,  is 
of  the  highest  importancey  hecaoseainisuDder- 
standing  on  tJiis  accoout  would  tend  co  deiett 
the  Trial  of  the  Impeachment  of  the  Commons: 
That  the  Commons  concehre  clearij,  that  tbe 
subject  matter  of  the  ^aat  Conference  is  not  a 
point  of  judicature,  hut  a  point  relatioc  onlj 
to  the  prosecution  of  the  Commons,  it  nanog 
arisen  oeforeany  matter  of  judgn^nthad  come 
hefore  }our  lordahips  upon  the  Trial ;  for  which 
Reasons  the  Commons  concetve,  that  ?our 
lordships  ought  not  to  have  denied  thea>B  Free 
Conference  upon  the  subject  matter  of  the 
last  Conference." 

Which  the  Lords  insist  upon  refusing."}  Then 
aMessage  was  sent  to  the  Commons  from  tbe 
Lords,  That  their  lordships  desired  tbe  Com- 
mons  to  continue  silting  for  some  time ;  which 
being  readily  granted,  another  Messafi  was 
sent  soon  after  from  the  Lords,  to  desire  a.  pre- 
sent Conference  with  the  Commons  in  tbe 
Painted  Chamber,  opon  the  .subject  matter  of 
the  last  Conference.  Acoordingliy  the  Mana- 
gers of  t^e  Commons  came  to  Sm  Lords  com* 
mittees,  who  informed  them,  **  That  tbe  Lords 
did  insist  opon  denying  a  Free  Conference." 

Dthatt  thereon  in  the  Commons,]  July  1.  Mr. 
Carter  reported,  That  the  Lords  rosisted  opon 
denying  a  free  Conference.  This  put  the  House 
into  a  flame ;  and  it  being  thereupon  ordered. 
That  the  said  Report  be  now  taken  into  con- 
sideration, several  warm  Speeches  were  made 
on  that  occasion,  by  Mr.  Secretary  Stanhope 
and  Mr.  Craggs,  immediately  after  whom 

Mr.  Tuffnell rose  up,  and  spoke  as  follows: 
*<  Mr.  Speaker ;  I  cannot  but  think  the  pro- 
ceeding of  the  Lords  very  extraordinary  opon 
this  occasion,  that,  after  baring  receired  tbe 
Articles  as  delivered  in  by  this  House,  thej 
should  now  coine  to  a  resolution,   '  That  the 

*  Commons  be  not  admitted  to  proceed  upon 
'  the  high  crimes  and  misdemeanours,  till  jodg- 
'  ment  be  first  given  upon  the  Articles  for  high 

*  treason/  And  here,  though  unwillingly,  I 
must  observe,  that  the  expression  made  use  of 
in  their  lordships'  Messa^  to  the  Commons, 
to  me  seems  very  unsuitable  to  that  candour 
which  they  have  so  remarkably  shewn  upon  all 
occasions,  and  from  whence  this  House  migbt 
reasonably  expect  a  more  becoming  treatment. 
There  is  another  thing  which  I  cannot  hot 
take  notice  of,  which  is,  that  after  having  bsd 
Copferences  with  the  Commona  on  this  sub- 
ject, they  should  now  refuse  a  Free  Confer- 
ence, which  I  should  have  thought,  must  bate 
been  the  natural  result  of  the  fonnet,  as  being 
the  most  probable  way  to  accommodate  mat- 
ters in  cases  of  difficulty.  The  reason  they 
give  foV  this  then:  adhering  to  their  Resolution 
18,  That  this  is  a  point  uf  judicature  which 
solely  belong9  to  their  lordsliips ;  whereas  tbe 
Copnmons  say,  It  is  only  a  matte>  of  proseco- 
tion.  And  yet,  if  this  objection  were  good, 
why  was  it  nut  equally  so  against  their  agree* 
ing  to  the  first  Conference  } 

<<  Notwithstanding  thfsecomidenitionitU  I 


give  a  free  Conference  on  the  ftub^ect  matter 
of  the  said  Conferenee,  as  was  desired  by  the 
House  of  Commons." 

The  Lords  would  have  tent  that  evening  a 
Metta^etothe  Commons,  to  acquaint  them 
with  this  Resolution  ;  but  the  Commons  hav- 
ing timely  notice  of  it,  immediately  adjourned 
tfirthe  Ist  of  July.  The  Lords  having  on  that 
day  sent  a  message  to  the  Commons,  to  ac- 
quaint them  with  the  said  Resolution,  and 
withal,  That  their  lordships  had  ordered  Ro- 
bert earl  of  Oxford  and  eArl  Mortimer,  to  be 
brought  to  the  bar  of  their  House  in  Westmin- 
ster-hall that  very  Monday  at  eleven  in  the 
forenoon,  in  order  to  proceed  farther  on  the 
Trial  of  the  said  earl ;  the  Commons  there- 
upon ordered  the  Serjeant  at  Arms  to  summon 
their  members,  whicti  done,  it  was  resolved, 
nm,  con.  That  a  Conference  be  desired  witli 
the  Lords  opon  the  subject  matter  of  their 
lordships'  message,  relating  to  the  Free  Con- 
ference desired  bv  this  House;  and  it  was  or- 
dered that  the  Managers  immediately  to  draw 
op  Reasons  to  be  offered  to  the  Lords  at  the 
said  Conference.  At  the  same  time  a  Mes> 
sage  was  sent  from  the  Commons  to  the  Lords, 
by  Mr.  Gibbon,  to  desire  their  lordships  to 
defer  their  going  into  Westminster- hall  for 
sometime;  and  Mr.  Carter  having,  from  the 
managers,  reported  the  Reasons  by  them 
drawn  up,  the  same  were  agreed  to,  and  Mr. 
CraKs  was  sent  to  the  Lords  to  desire  the 
said  Conference.  Some  time  after  Mr.  Gib- 
boh  reported,  That  the  L«irds  would  defer  going 
into  Westminster^hall  for  a  while,  as  was  de- 
sired by  the  Commons  ;  and  Mr.  Craggs  re- 
ported also,  That  their  lordships  agreed  to  a 
Conference,  and  had  appointed  the  same  pre- 
sently in  the  Painted  Chamber. 

7^  CommoM^  Reasons  for  desiring  a  Free 
Conference,]  Hereupon  the  Managers  of  the 
Commons  went  to  the  said  Conference,  and 
b«ng  returned,  Mr#  Carter  reported,  that  they 
had  delivered  tbe  Reasons  directed  by  the 
House  to  the  Lords,  as  follows : 

^  The  Commons  having  takei)  into  consider 
ration  your  lordships*  Message,  viz.  That  your 
lordships  did  not  think  fit  to  give  a  Free  Con- 
ference on  tbe  subject  matter  of  the  last  Con- 
ference, as  was  desired  by  the  Commons  ;  and 
they  being  still  desirous,  to  the  utmost  of  their 
power,  to  preserve  a  good  correspondence  with 
ybur  lordships,  have  asked  this  Conference; 
and  have  commanded  us  to  acquaint  your 
lordships,  that  they  are  very  much  surpri^  to 
find  your  lordships  deny  a  Free  Conference, 
after  your  lordships  have  already  agreed  to  a 
Conference  desired  by  the  Commons  on  the 
,  same  subject  matter ;  and  after  your  lordships 
have  on  your  parts  also  desired  a  Conference 
upon  the  same  subject!  That  Free  Confe- 
rences are  the  most  antientand  establish^  me- 
thods/ for  adjusting  the  differences  that  have  at 
any  time  arisen  between  the  two  Houses,  and 
as  the  Commons  oonceive,  is  the  only  method 
tOL  preserre  a  good  correspondence*  between 
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cott\d  be  of  opioioo  with  thott  gentleoieD  who 
think,  either  that  the  honour  of  this  House  is 
so  much  concerned,  or  that  it  is  so  essential  to 
the  rights  of  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  I 
thoold  be  as  unwilling  as  any  one  here,  to  con- 
tribute the  least  towards  the  hetrajiog  of 
tbem.  Btttsioce  I  do  not  hear  it  is  pretended 
that  diere  are  any  precedents  on  either  side; 
and  I  can,  bj  no  means,  think  it  of  that  conse- 
quence whidi  some  gentleme9  seem  to  ima- 
gine, especially  if  there  be  a  *  saying  to  the 
*  ri^ts  and  privileges  of  this  House ;'  I  should 
be  inclined  to  be  of  opinion,  that  it  would  be 
better  to  acquiesce  in  the  method  proposed  by 
the  Lords,  than  to  let  a  prosecution  entirely  ' 
drop,  which -lias  so  unirersally  raited  the  ev- 
pe^ttont  of  mankind.  Then  we  should  see, 
what  that  living  and  legal  evidence  is,  which 
we  have  been  so  often  promised  from  tiiose,  in 
whom  ;he  House  reposed  the  greatest  confi- 
dcnce ;  fend  if  there  ehould  be  any  feilure  in 
the  proof  of  the  high  treason,  the  blame  might 
lie  in  its  proper  place. 

^  Sir,  I  am  sony  to  find  there  should  be 
such  remissness  in  ft  prosecution,  which  was 
formeriy  c«rried  on  with  so  much  warmth  and 
vigour.  And  I  could  wish  to  see  that  spirit  of 
patriotttm,  which  has  hitherto  anianated  thii 
House;  that  just  resentment  for  our  injured 
country,  once  more  revived.  Where  is  now 
that  public-sprrited,  disinterested  zeal,  which 
then  warmed  the  patriot's  breast  ?  are  all  those 
iM^ous  thoughu  and  heroic  sentiments  quite 
evaporated  ?  now  comes  it  that  those  who  then 
felt,  and  made  others  to  feel,  such  an  intense- 
nessof  heat,  such  a  lively  emotion  of  spirit, 
are  now  vo  calm  and  undisturl»ed  ?  that  tnose 
who  Were  then  so  full  of  heat  and  flame,  are 
now  so  cold  and  lifeless?  is  the  nature  of 
things  so  far  altered,  that  'what,  was  then  the 
most  flagrant  high  treason,  is  now  nothing 
tt  all? 

^  Mr.  Speaker ;  mjr  concern  is  for  the  ho- 
ftour  of  this  House,  which  has  been  so  far  en* 
gaged  by  assurances  of  Evidence  to  support 
the  Charfe.  I  must  therefore  take  the  liberty 
to  call  upon  those  gentlemen  who  gave  them, 
to  ettricate  as  from  our  present  difficulties : 
•nd,  I  am  sore,  we  shall  not  want  their  assist- 
ance in  an  affair  where  their  honour  is  so 
ttearly  concerned.  I  osll  upon  them  the  rather, 
because  it  is  a  justice  which  they  owe  to  them- 
selves, it  is  a  justice  which  they  owe  to  this 
Bouse  of  Commons,  it  is  a  justice  which  they 
owe  their  country,  their  poor,  uohappv  coun- 
try, which  they  hiaVe  so  often  described,  as  in- 
volved in  the  greatest  difficulties,  as  labouring 
under  the  roost  ruinous  circumstances,  occa- 
iioned  by  ll»  jM  conduct,  the  pernicious  ceun- 
seb,  imI  tnutorous  practices  of  the  noble  per- 
mmmoiw  nader  your  prosecution.^ 

la  tbe  middle  of  this  debate,  another  Mes- 
•ige  was  brought  from  the  Lords,  to  desire 
that  theCommoos  woqld  continue  sitting  some 
time,  which  the  House  agreed  te.  After  this, 
¥r.  Lrrhtnert  ipade  a  speech,  wherein  having 


lamented  the  unhappy  dilemma,  as  he  called 
it,  to  which  tbey  were  broueht,  either  to  see  so 
great  an  offender  as  the  earl  of  Oxford  escape 
unpunished,  or  to  acquiesce  in  proceeding  on 
his  Trial  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the 
Lords,  he  said.  That  he  thoueht  the  latter  the 
more  eligible  of  the  two,  with  a  saving,  to  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  the  Commons;  and 
therefore  made  a  motion  for  it.  He  was  se- 
conded and  backed  by  Mr.  Hampden :  but  the 
question  being  put  thereupon,  it  was  carried  in 
the  negative. 

Jlfo^ton  for  a  Bill  (f  Attainder  against  the 
EmrL]  Then  a  Message  was  brought  from  the 
Lords,  to  acquaint  the  Commons,  That  their 
lordships  intended  presently  to  proceed  farther 
on  the  Trial  of  the  earl  of  Oxford  in  West- 
minster-hall, of  which  the  Commons  took  no 
notice  ;  but  being  sensible  that  the  Lords 
would  discharge  the  prisoner,  snr  William 
Strickland  moved,  That  leave  be  given  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  to  inflict  such  Pains  and  penid- 
ties  upon  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl  Mor* 
timer,  as  bis  traitorous  practices  and  other 
ikigh  crimes  and  misderoeanoors  da  deserve^ 
and  as  shaU  be  thought  reasonable.  Here- 
upon Mr.  Tuffnell  rose  up  again,  and  said, 
That  he  could  by  no  means  come  into  that  mo- 
tion ;  for  that  how  necessary  and  reasonable 
soever  such  a  Bill  might  be  at  another  junc- 
ture, he  could  not  Lut  think  it  unreasonabU^ 
now ;  when,  as  yet,  it  was  uncertain  what  tbe 
Lords  would  do.  But  that,  however,  he  would 
freely  declare  his  mind  on  this  occasion,  vis# 
That  notwithstanding  he  was  convinced,  th» 
earl  of  Oxford  was  guilty  of  tbe  crimes  where- 
with he  was  charged,  and  that  no  man  had  ever 
contributed  morr  to  the  ruin  of  his  country 
than  he  had  done:  yet,  since  there  was  a  legal 
prosecution  begun ;  since  that  noble  lord  had 
submitted  himself  to  public  justice;  and  con-^ 
siderinc  that  it  is  the  peculiar  glory  and  happi* 
ness  of  a  free-bom  people  to  he  governed  bj 
known  laws  ;  he  Would  never  give  his  consent 
to  a  Bill,  which,  in  his  opinion,  must  make  tbe 
lives,  tbe  fortunes,4ind  liberties  of  the  subjects 
of  Orea^Bri(lun,  stand  upon  so  unsettled  and 
precarious  a  foundation.— Upon  which  the  de- 
bate was  adjourned  to  the  3rd  of  July. 

The  Lords  proceed  upon  the  Earl  of  Oj> 
ford^s  Trial,  and  the  Commons  not  appearinf, 
he  is  acquitted  unanimously.l  About  seven  m 
the  evening,  the  Lords  went  down  to  West- 
minster-ball, where  three  several  prodamationa 
were  made  for  the  accusers  of  the  earl  of  Ox* 
ford  to  appear^  and  make  good  the  Articles  ol 
Impeachment  against  him.  The  Commons 
not  appearing,  their  Lordships  went  back  ta 
their  own  House,  wher^  the  Lord  High  Steward 
said, 

**  My  lords ;  I  shall  now  state  th^  question^ 
upon  which  your  lordships  are  to  give  your 
votes  ;  it  is  this,  '  That  Robert  earl  of  Oxford 
'  and  enrl  Mortimer  be  acquitted  of  the  Arti- 
'  des  of'  Impeachment,  exmbited  against  him 
*  by  the  House  of  Commons,  for  High  Treason^ 
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<  fttid  otfier  Hiefk  Crim^  aod  Misdemeanours, 

*  and  of  aU  things  therein  contained,  and  that 
'  the  laid  Impeachtnent  be  dismissed/  **  And 
then  the  Lord  High  Steward  ^ut  the  quesrion 
to  the  lords  present,  be^innlttg  at  the  youngest 
baron,  in  manner  following^ 

*  Mj  lord,  your  lordship  has  heard  the  Ques- 

*  tion  stated,  what  says  your  lordship,  is  your 

*  lordship  Content,  or  Not  Content  ?' 
The  Lords  present  were  all  Content. 

Then  the  Lord  High-Steward  said,  "  My 
Lords,  upon  the  question  stated,  I  am  concent. 
Hj  Lordsi  Robert  earl  of  Oainrd  sod  earl 
MortJaser  if  Acquitted  of  High-Treason  and 
*  oiber  high  crimes  aod  misdemeaaopn  where* 
with  be  staodt  charged,  by  the  unaniiBoaa  vote 
of  yonr  lordships  here  present*^ 
.  And  the  Barl  being  called  %o  the.  bar,  the 
Lord  Higb-Steward  told  him,  <•  Robert  earl  of 
Oxford  and  earl  BCortinaer,  I  aon  to  acquaint 
yeor  bfdsliip,  that  your  lordship  is*  acqeitted  ef 
the  Articles  of  Impeecbment  eihibited  a^itinst 
you  for  Higb^TreaiotH  and  other  high  crieiiH 
mmI  mtsdemeanoera,  b^  the  Hf^mt  ef  Com*' 
QMBs,  and  aU  things  therein)  contained;  aod 
thereopon  £  oni  to  pronoeifce  thii  Jodgmem, 
whioh  I  pronottnce  aoaordingly :"  *  it  is  eon* 
^  stdered,  ordered,  and  adjvdged  by  the  Lords 

*  SpiritMkI  and  Tennporal  in  Parkieeieiit  assem^ 

<  bled,  that  Kocbeit  earl  ef  Oxfbrd  and  earl 
<>  Mortimer,  shall  be,  and  is  hereby  acquitted 

<  of  the  Articles  of  Impeaebmeot  eifiibtted 
^aeainsc  him  by  the  Hoete  of  Commrone 'for 
f^gh  TreoBOH  and  other  High  Crimes    and 

*  Misdemeanours,  andofaU  things  therein  con^ 
^  faioed,  and  thai  the  said  Impeaohment  shall 
^  be«  and  ie  berebf  ,  dismissed.' 

Then  the  LonI  High^Steward  ooimaiided 
die  Lieutenent  of  tl^  Ibwer  of  London  to 
discharge  hia  prisoner;  and  said,  **  My  Lordty 
Unats  oU  that  remains  to  he  done  by  virtue  of 
hie  majesty's oommtssioti^  I  do  therefore  dedafre 
tbe  tenie  to  he  dissolred.'^  Upon  \%iii6b  the 
Iiord  High*Stew«rd  foro^De  bis  scaff.* 


*  '<J!biu.  ended  this  affair  1  and  it  is  plain, 
the  earl  owed  his  discham  not  only  to  the  dis- 
pmet  between  the  two  iMasesy  bet  aleo  to  the 
late  chani^BiB  in  the  nlnistry ;  without  wbioh 
the.  earl  of  Nottio^am,  the  duke  of  Argyle, 
the  earl  of  Day,  the  duke  of  Devonshire,  and 
the  lord  l*ownshend,  would  certainly  not  have 
been  in  the  number  of  his  friends.  However 
the  C6:ntnons  did  not  rest  here.  For  though 
sh>  William  Strickland's  bill  for  inflicting  pains 
and  penalties  on  the  earl  was  not  seconded, 
jr«t,  to  shew  their  resentment  at  this  proceed- 
ing, they  resolved  that  the  king  should  he  ad- 
dressed, Id  except  him  out  of  the  Act  of  Orace, 
which  was  intenddd  to  be  brought  into  the 
House.  The  king  had  likewise,  two  days  he- 
fore,  upon  information  that  the  earl  of  Oxford 
designed  to  come  to  court,  thought  fit  to  forbid 
him?    Tindal. 

«  I  have  the  pleaifore  to  inform  you,  that 
Idrd  Otfonfs  Impeachment  was  discharged 
lest  night,  by  the  unammous  conient  of  aU  the 


I  The  Motion  for  a  Bill  of  AHainder  agnml 
j  the  Earl  of  Oxford  renewed.]  July  3.  Tie 
;  Commons  resumed  the  adjourned  debate,  npos 
!  the  motion  made  two  days  before,  by  nr  VVm. 
'  Strickland,  who  again  insisting  on  tbatmoUoo, 
had  the  mortification  of  seeing;,  that  not  out 
member  would  second  him :  On  the  coatrary 
Mr.  Hungerfurd  said  upon  that  matter,  That 
for  his  own  part,  be  had  ever  been  against 
violent  proceedings ;  that,  in  his  opinion,  where 
the  life,  fortune^  or  reputation  of  an/  mto  it 
concerned,  the  parliament  ought  to  go  upos 
evidence  as  strong  and  as  full  &s  w  required  is 
Wesiminstet-hall:  and  that  he  h^  ohserreci, 
that  all  Bilb  of  Attainder  proceeded  (ruan 
party-piques.  Sir  William  Strickland  heing 
oflfeaded  at  this  speech,'  made  some  severe  re- 
flections upon  it :  aod  added,  That  for  bis  ow9 
part  he  had  no  personal  pique  ngainst  the  earl  of 
Oxford  t  but  looked  upon  him  as  an  enemy  to 
his  country;  and  since  the  Commoos  coul4 
not  bring  him  to  justice  id  the  ordinary  wayi 
they  ought,  in  his  opinion,  to  have  recourse  to 
an  extraordmar^  m^tt.od  ;  for  which,  however, 
they  did  not  want  prt'cedents.  Mr.  Huuger- 
ford  tunied  the  reflections  mode  upon  hiOi  into 
raittery ;  and  after  some  other  spe^heSp. 

The  Camnuna'  Addf-m  to  this  "King  to  ercept 
tkeEmrl  of  Oxford  out  of  the  Act  of  Grace.] 

Lords  present :  and,  as  nearly  as  I  could  couttt, 
their  number  was  106,  the  duke  of  Marl- 
borough, my  lord  Cadogan,  lord  Coningshji 
and  a  few  others  of  the  most  violent,  having 
withdrawn  themselves  befoi¥  the  Lords  came 
into  Westminster-h&fl«  The  acclamations  were 
as  great  as  upon  any  occasion :  and  our  fricfnd, 
who  seems  more  formed  for  adve.*sity  than 
prosperity,  has,  at  present,  many  more  friends 
than  ever  he  had  before  in  any  paft  of  his.  life. 
I  believe  he  will  not  have  the  fewer,  from  a 
message  he  neoeived  this  itooming  frOm  the 
King,  by  my  lofd  cbsmbeflain,  to  foi^id  hini' 
the  cottrL  You  knovT  the  proseaition  wa^ 
at  first  the  resentment  of  a  paity ;  bbr  tt  be-* 
caase  at  last  a  ridiculous  bnainess,  w^eakly  caf^ 
ried  oir  by^he  impetentrage  of  a  vroiniin,(I> 
mean  of  my  lady  Marlborough)  wfho  irahnoaNd 
distracted  that  she  could  not  obtain  her  re^ 
veage.'*  Erasmuf  Lewis  to  Dr.  Smft,  S«rift*^ 
Worts,  vol.  le,  p.  169,  edrt.  180S. 

«  It  is  a»  arvecdote,  now  generally  believed'^ 
That  tfiough  this  dispute  between  th«  tw^ 
Houses,  (which  Anicles  shuidd  He  fitan  pro^ 
ceeded  on)  was  the  ostensible  cause  for  dts« 
missinf^  tbe  Impeechiiteiit  against  lord  Oitf  ird ; 
the  real  cause  was^  a  letter  or  paper,  MB^nert  by 
the  deke  of  Marlborough  jose  before  ^oeeh 
Aime*s  deathf,  wMeh  sliewied  his  codrt^etion, 
at  that  time,  with  the  abdicated-  fftn^ly;  and 
whioh  letter  lord  Oxford  had  in  hi<rpu&sessi«». 
In  the  notes  to  the  article  Churcliiil,  in  the 
new  Biographia  Britannica,  vol.  3,  p^  !f6S,  this 
[anecdote  is  very  well  authenticated  froai  th« 
late  James  West,  esq.'' .  HatseU's  Preccdentei 
vd.  4,  p.  ^^B,  edft»  17J9Q.   '      1 
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The  lord  Castlecomer  moved, "  That  an  horn- 
Idt  Address  be  presc^oted  to  his  majesty,  set- 
ting forth  the  many  great  cnm%9  of  wl^ch  Ro* 
bert  earl  of  Oxford  and  eari  Mortimer  has  been 
hnpeacbed  by  this  House;  as  likewise,  the  en- 
deavours ihat  have  been  used  by  the  Commons 
to  brhfig  the  said  earl  to  justice;  in  which  pro- 
ceedings, the  unhappy  did*erences  that  have 
tnsen  hetween  ^be  twoHouse»  have  disappoint- 
ed their  just  expectations ;  and  likewise,  humbly 
to  pray  his  majesty,  that  he  will  except  the  said 
earl  oat  of  the  Act  of  Grace,  wiiich  his  majesty 
luis  been  gradously  pleased  to  promise  from  the 
tfirone;  to  the  end  the  Commons  may  be  at 
liberty  to  proceed  against  the  said  earl  in  a 
parliamentary  way." — ^The  lord  Castlecomer 
bein|:  seconded  by  Mr.  Yonge,  and  t)ie  question 
pi|t  upon  hi)  motion,  it  was  carried  in  the  af- 
armacive,  and  a  Co«nmittee  appointed  to  draw 
up  the^id  Address.  Another  Committee  was 
tbe  same  day  appointed  to  inspect  the  Lords' 
Journals,  in  relation  to  their  proceedings  on  the 
Trial  of  the  eari  of  Oxford,  and  to  report  what 
they  find  therein,  to  the  House. 

July  4.  The  lord  Castlecomer,  qhairm^  of 
the  committee,  appointed  tO  draw  up  the  Ad- 
dress against  the  earl  of  Oxford,  reported  fhe 
same,  which  being  agreed  to,  it  was  resolved  that 
the  said  Address  be  presented  by  tbe  whole 
House. 

July  5.  The  Commons,  with  their  Speaker, 
presented  the  said  Address  to  his  majesty, 
which  is  as  follows : 

**  Mo^t  gracious  Sovereign, 
**  We  your  majesty's  most  faithful  subjects, 
Ae  Commons  of  Grei\t  Britain  in  parliament 
assembled,  da  most  humbly  represent  to  your 
majesty.  That  in  our  Iiupeachment  cxhil.-ited 
against  Robert  Ear)  of  Oxford  and  Earl  Moiv 
timer,  we  did  set  forth,  That  he  the  said  earl 
did  traiterously  adhere  to,  aid,  and  abet  the 
late  French  king,  then  an  enemy  to  ber  late 
majesty,  and  did  begin  And  carry  on  a  clandes- 
tine and  separate  correspondence  and  negotia- 
tion with  t^ie  ministers  of  the  said  French  king; 
in  consequence  of  which  it  is  evident,  that  great 
part  of  the  Forceps,  maintained  at  tlie  expence  of 
io  much  Britibh  treasure,  in  order  to  reduce  the 
Bower  of  France ;  as  likewise  great  part  of  the 
Subsidies  granted  by  parliament  to  foreign 
princes  for  >he  same  end,  were,  in  reality,  made 
subservient  and  instrumental  to  awe  the  good 
allies  of  her  majesty  into  a  compliance  with  the 
hard  terms  dictated  by  France. 

'*  The  unhappy  Catalans  were  abandoned ; 
the  emperor,  empire,  and  king  of  Portugal,  were 
left  to  treat  for  tiiemftelves;  the  kingdom  of 
Sicily  was  given  to  the  duke  of  3avoy,  as  an 
inducement  and  rev^ard  to  him  for  quitting  the 
comm<m  cause,  in  drrect  defiance  and  violation 
of  the  grand  alliance,  and  of  the  declared  sense 
of  mo>t  of  ber  eood  allies,  and  especially  of  the 
Dutch,  wh  I,  to  this  day,  have  never  assented  to 
^Ihat  condition  of  the  Treaty  ofUlrechr.  A 
sbamefal  and  dishonourable  treaty  of  peace  was 
at  last  concluded,  by  wbtch  impracticable  terms 


of  trade  were  imposed  on  Great  Britain ;  thd 
dem  jliiion  of  Dunkirk,  which  had  been  ad- 
dressed for  by  parliament,  was  eluded  by  a 
treacherous  connivance,  at  the  making  of  a  new 
canal  at  Mardyke;  and  the  security  which  was 
proposed  by  removing  the  Pretender  out  of 
France,  was,  in  the  like  manner,  evaded  by  a 
treacherous  connivaoce  at  his  residing  in  Lor^ 
rain.  ^ 

"It  is  owing  to  your  majesty's  unwearied 
endeavours  for  the  good  of  your  subjects,  and 
that  just  regard  which  is  paid  to  your  maj^^sty 
by  foreign  prinoes  and  states,  that  we  See  otir- 
selves  delivered,  in  a  great  degree,  from  the  ef^ 
fects  of  those  pernicious  measures,  which  might 
otberwifte  liave  proved  fatal  to  your  kingdoms  s' 
but  as.  we  reflect  with  equal  gratitude  and  ad* 
miration  on  your  majesty's  bemg  able  to  re- 
trieve iuch  mitearriages,  especittUy  io  a  time 
which  has  been  disturbed  by  public  tnmultsand 
rebellions :  we  think  rt  is  a  great  aggravHtion 
of  gudt  in  those  who  gave  up  so  many  nati(>nal 
advantages,  at  a  time  when  ihey  laboured  undet 
no  such  dithculties  at  home,Jiud  when  the  con* 
tinned  successes  of  a  long  and  glorious  war  bad- 
put  them  into  a  condition  of  gaining  tbe  most 
beneficial  terms  fironi  tbe  enemy. 

**  Your  faitbtiil  Commons  did  likewise  exhibit  - 
several  other  Charges  a^inst  die  said  earl,  re* 
presenting  him  in  many  notorious  instances,  at 
a  person  who  hdd  abused  tbe  trust  and  confi* 
dence,  vvhicb  her  late  majesty  had  reposed  in 
him,  and  sacrificed  the  honour  of  his  sovereign 
aud  the  good  of  her  people,  to  private  views  of 
interest  and  ambition. 

'<  Your  faithful  Commons  have  not  been 
wanting  in  their  endeavours  to  bring  the  said 
earl  to  justice;  but  by  reason  of  the  unhappy 
differences  that  have,'in  this  proceeding,  arisea 
between  the  two  Houses,  we  have  found  our* 
stives  disappointed  of  our  just  expectation,  and 
reduced  to  the  necessity  ekher  of  giving  up. 
rights/ and  privileges  of  the  hijihest  importance 
to  all  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  or  seeinf 
this  great  offender  escape  with  imj/tinity  for  the 
present.    • 

•*  For  these  reasons,  we  do  most  hombly  be- 
seech your  majesty,  that  your  majesty  will  be 
pleased  to  except  Robert  earl  of  Oxlord  and 
earl  Mortimer  out  of  the  Act  of  Grace,  which 
your  mf^esty  has  been  graciously  pleased  to 
promise  from  the  throne;  to  the  end  the 
Commons  may  be  at  liberty  to  proceed  against 
the  said  earl  in  a  parliamentary  way," 

The  King*t  ^nim^r.]  To  this  Address,  bit 
majesty  was  pleased  to  retarn  the  following 
Answer ; 

"  Gentlemen,  ' 

<*  I  will  give  directions  in  rdation  to  the 
earl  of  Oxford,  as  yon  desire ;  and  it  is  witb 
pleasure  I  observe  the  sense,  expressed  in  your 
Addre»,  of  my  endeavours  for  the  security,  bQ« 
nour,  and  advantage  of  the&e  kingdoms." 

Tke  King's  Speech  at  the  Close  qf  ihe^ 
Session,']  Jfily  15.  The  King  came  to  th# 
House  of  Peen,  and  a  Meuage  was  broitght  to: 

2K      .  Digitized  by  Google 


my 


PARU  6I8TOBY,  4 GEo»aE.L  ^17.— Hf  Mi^i  8p^  (M 


the  Commons  by  tbfi  Usher  of  the  BUck  Bod, 
Gommandinf  them  to  attend  hb  mc^esty  imme* 
diately,  which  they  did  accordioafy.  and  iMr. 
Speaker  presented  the  Money  Bills  to  his 
majesty;  which  done,  the  Lprd  Chanoellor 
lead  a  Speech  delivered  into  his  hands  by  the 
King,  from  the  throne,  as  follows : 

<<  My  Lords  and  Q»iiiwin  y 
**  I  cannot  put  an  end  to  ibis  session,  witl^ 
<Bit  expressitti^  my  thauka  to  youy  for  thfr  dis- 
patch you.  have  given  t^thepuMic  bosinass, 
and  dtclarmg.tbe  satiifaclkm  I  pramist  iBjstlf 
IB  meeting  yo«  again  eaiiy  tbe  neit  wioter, 
with  the  same  good  dispoeidaM  for  theserviee 
of  yoot  country.  The  measures  we  htLve  taken 
in  this  parliament,  havew  by  the  blessing  of 
Abugb^  God,  efiecCttally  defoated  all  the 
atlempu  of  omr  enemies,  both  a(  home  and 
Inroad;  and,  as  tha pfincipla  on  wbiab  tfaoat 
measures  are  founded,  are  aqnaUy  oooducive  t» 
^  supporting;  the  just  righm  of  the  crown 
dnd  the  liberties  of  tbe  pec^le>  i  shail  always 
persevere  in  ihem  myself,  and  distspfniib  tiiose 
who  adheve  to  them  with  staadineis  and  resdn- 

tiOD. 

**  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons ; 

**l  thank  YOU,  in  the  most  affiectionate  maiv 
^ner,  for  the  Supplies  yon  have  granted  me,  and 
for  that  constant:y  nnd  zeal  which  you  have 
Aown  in  reducing  our  National  Debts,  not- 
withstancfing  the  man^  incidents  and  obstruo- 
tbns  you  have  met  with  in  the  canning  on  of 
^t  great  work.  As  you  have  fomished  me 
with  the  means  of  disappointrag  an^  designs  of 
a  foreign  enemy  against  these  my  kingdoms,  so 
I  cannot  but  ascribe,  in  a  great  measure,  the 
bapby  prosirect  of  our .  a£fkirs  abroad  to  that 
public  spirit  which  has  appeared  in  your  pro- 
l^eediogs,  and  has  convinced  the  world,  that 
00  insinuations  or  artifices  can  divert  you  from 
your  duty  to  your  sovereign  and  a  disinterested 
regard  to  your  foUow-subjects. 
**  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen  ; 

**  It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I  see  the 


foUowioff  Speeeh  into  tbt  hwk^  oC  ibeLvt 
Chancellor,  who  read  the  same  to  both  Boaieu 

'*  My  Lords  and  Genilemen; 
'^  I  am  very  glad  I  have  been  able  to  briog 
the  sittins  of  parliament  into  a  more  proper 
and  usual  season  of  the  year :  I  hope  such  aa 
early  meeting  will  not  only  be  a  benefit  to  tki 
publiC)  bat  a  convenience  to  your  pmau 
affairs.^ 


tlk-anquiltity  of  the  nation  so  well  established,  as    which  he  immediatelf  submitted  i  soon  aftea 


to  admit  of  an  Act  of  Grace,  which  I  have 
long  desired  a  fit  opportunity  to  grant.  I  hope 
that  such  as  shall,  by  this  means,  be  restored 
to  the  enjoyment  of  security,  and  the  protec- 
^on  of  those  laws,  against  which  they  have 
offended,  wiU  have  a  due  sense  of  this  my 
indulgence,  and  give  me  the  nu>st  acceptable 
return  they  can  possibly  make  me,^  that  of 
becoming  friends,  instead  of  enemies  to  their 
•ountry.'* 

Then  the  Lord  Chancellor  prorogued  the 
parliament  to  the  IStli  of  August.  They  were 
afterwards  further  prorogued,  by  several  pro- 
iogations>  l»  the  81st  of  November. 


THIRD  SESSION  of  the  FIFTH   PAR. 
LIAMENT  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  Kiag\  Speech  on  Opening  theSe$sifm.\ 
Nov.  91.  The  parliament  beiug  mer,  the  King 
came  to  the  House  of  Lords  and  delivered  i,Ue 


*  About  this  time  a  teripoa  difiertnoa  tank 
rdace  between  tb^  king  and  the  puace  «| 
Wales.  '<  Oa  the  ^d  of  November,''  ssji 
Tindal,  <<  the  princess  of  Waies^  wa3  df  Usecei 
of  a  prince,  at  St»  JamesV,  and  the  king  twe 
days  after  paid  her  a  visit,  and  ceftasBed  t$ 
Qampton-Cfouri.  The  young  prince  was  bap* 
tized  the  28th  of  the  same  month,  and  dic4 
not  bng  after.  Thifi  baptism  occaeioted  ift 
unhappy  difiEereoyce  between  the  kia^andUi^ 
prince.  It  see^nsr  the  prince  had  designed  tke 
duke  of  York,  bishop  of  Osnabuvg,  t£s  kiag^i 
brother,  to  be  one  oif  the  ^fotbei%  and  hi4 
reason  to  believe  the  king  was  satisfied  with 
his  choice.  But,  when  the  oeremony  came  to 
be  performed,  the  duke  of  NewcMtle  stood 
godmdwr  with  the  king,  not  at  a  proty  for| 
or  representing  the  duke  of  York,  but  for  hxaif 
self,  and  in  his  own  name  and  person),  lti$ 
the  prince  took  ill  of  the  duke,  not  u  be 
acted  in  obedience  to  bis  majestjr's  compand, 
but  ka  if  the  dube  had  done,  or  at  lesil 
seemed  o£^cious  to  do,  something  which  ke 
was  not  commanded.  This  pcocecdaog 
sensibly  touched  the  prince,  and  raised  bis 
indignation  to  that  degree,  that  be  could 
not  help  showing  it ;  but,  as  soon  as  the-  cere* 
mony  was  over,  spoke  soma  warn  words  le 
the  duke,  eapressin^  his  nesentmeut  at  wba| 
lie  had  done.  Upon  report  of  theee  words  ta 
the  king,  his  mf^ty  thought  fit  to  give  a  sudi* 
den  mark  ot  his  displeasure,  bv  aeudiog  bi| 
cpmmands  to  the  prince  to  keep  nis  own  apaUf* 
meut,  till  his  pleasure  was  fonher  knowa ;  ta 


\ 


this  his  majesty's  farther  pleasure  was  signified 
to  the  prince,  that  he  bhould  leave  St.  James's; 
accordingly  be  quitted  the  palace  (the  princen 
going  aloug  with  him,)  and  retired  u>  the  houce 
of  the  earl  of  Grantham,  in  Albemarle^atreei^ 
but  the  children,  by  the  king's  order,  remaina4 
at  St,  James's,  Soon  after  this  his  majesty's  plea^ 
sure  was  signified  to  all  the  peers  and  pferesi4| 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  to  •U  ptivj* 
counsellors  and  their  wives,  that  all  persons, 
who  should  CO  to  see  the  prince  and  princess  o( 
Wales,  should  forbear  coming  into  bis  mi^s^'s 
presence.  Besides,  such  as-  had  eniployments 
under  the  king  and  4;riuce  hotli,  were  oUhead 
to  quit  the  service  of  one  of  (hem.  Soon  aAise 
this  diflferetice,  there  was  printed  in  tlie  Amr* 
slerdaai  Gazette,  a  letter  in  French,  Mid  ta  be 
written  by  one  of  the  serrecajri*  s  of  state  te 
the  ffM-ei^n  minister^  dated  at  Whitehall,  D«* 
cember  34|  1717,  giving  an  acconnt  of  thu 
whole  afi^,  of  which  ib«  author  of  tb«Cii|i% 
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m]         W[RLMiST(mr,  4  Oiom  I.  niT.--^  charing  ^  Bestum. 

**  AmI  have'  ahrays  bad  at  beairt  the  seconty 
%ii4  Mse  t>f  mj  fvenpie,  so  I  never  kept  up  any 
troops  but  for  their  pretectiony  a^d  haire  taken 
erery  opportunity  to  disband  as  many  as  I 
tboogbt  consistent  with  thpir  safety.  I  have 
reduced  the  Arm?  to  very  oear  one  half,  since 
the  beginning  of  the  last  session  of  parliament^ 
and  lessened  tbe^  to  such  a  number  as  wiQ 
neitber  bt  a  burthen  to  my  good  subjects,  nor 


(a  weekly  paper)  published  a  translation.    The 
Letter  tvas  as  follows: 

'<  6ir ;  Hts  majesty  bavtiag  been  informed  that 
•everal  repdrts,  for  the  nfost  part  flfgrounded, 
afe  spr^  abroad  t^mcet^tnt  what  has  lately 
passed  in  the  royal  family,  be  has  ordered  me 
to  sead  yOu  the  kidosed  acconntof  it.— As  soon 
as  the  young  prince  'was  bom,  the  king  caused 
bimself  to  b^  inibrmed  of  wtiat  was  wont  to 
be  observed  in  i^  Uke  cases,  m  tins  kingdom, 
in  regard  to  the  ceremony  of  baptism;  and 
bating  fbu^  by  the  records,  that,  when  n 
ivas  nboy^  and  die  "king  was -godfather,  it  wa5 
Ike  custom  for  bim  to  nommate  for  second 
godfather,  one  of  the  principal  lords  of  bis 
oookt,  who  for  cbe  moSt  pBtrt  was  the  lord 
^adkberlain ;  he  named  for  tbm  fonction,  the 
duke  of  Newcastle,  who  now  bears  tbat^diarge ; 
namiiig  at  Ae  Mme  time  for  godmother  the 
dmcbessof  St.  AH>aa's,  first  ladyofhonour  to  tbe 
pitacesi.  Nevertheless,  bis  roya!  higbnes^  the 
fhmoe  mf  Wales  conceived  such  a  disKke  at 
this,  that  on  Thunday  last,  after  tbe  solemnity 
of  the  baptism  was  over,  finding  himself  no 
loager  master  of  his  temper,  be  mrew  near  to 
the  dtfke  of  KTewcastle,  and  gave  bim  very 
re|»toaebful  words,  upon  supposition  that  he 
kaid  solicited  that  honour  in  spite  of  bim.  The 
king  was  -still  in  tbe  chamber,  but  not  near 
enc«|fh  to  liear  what  the  i>rince  said  to  die 
doke.  Tbis  last  thinking  himself  obli^  to 
infbrm  tbe  king  nf  it,  and  tbe  prince  having 
confessed  tbe  matter  to  tbednkes  of  Kingston, 
Ileat,  and  Roxbur|^  (whom  his  miyesty  sent  to 
him  the  next  day  upon  this  occasion)  his  ma- 
jetty  nrd^ted  bim  by  a  second  message,  not  to 
go  aut  of  bis  «wn  afrartmeut  till  forther  order : 
oa  Saturday  tbe  firince  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
king,  and  the  next  day,  (Simday)  another: 
but,  bis  majesty  not  finding  them  satisfactory, 
and  having  besides  other  reasons  of  discontent 
at  several  steps  the  prince  had  taken,  he 
caosed  him  to  be  toSd  yesterday  in  the  after- 
noon, by  bis  vice-cbftmberlain,  Mr.  Cook,  that 
he  sbottid  be  gone  from  the  palace  of  St. 
Jame^ ;  and  to  the  princess,  that  she  might 
Continue  in  the  palace  as  long  as  she  tbougln 
tonveni^ot;  bm  that  as  f6r  the  princesses,  her 
Saogfaters,  and  the  young  prince,  the  kmg  would 
batis  them  remain  with  bim  in  the  palace,  and 
Qiat  dn  princess  should  be  permitted  to  see 
diem  as  oflen  as  she  desired  it.  However, 
^  prmoess,  i>eing  nnwilTing  to  leave  the 
pnoce,  ber  bmAmnd,  went  widi  him  to  die 
noaaaof  the  ead  of  Grantham  ber  lord-cham- 
bHain,  i^k&t  tb6ir  Toyal  bigboesses  lay  last 


tsot 

■n  encouragement  to  our  enemies  to  insult 
tbem. 

**  Ton  cannot  but  be  sensible  of  tbe  many 
ifttempts  which  have  been  set  on  foot  to 
distorb  tbe  peace  of  Europe,  and  d(  these 
kingdoms  :  they  only  pretend  not  to  se«^  who 
are  not  afraid  of  them.  But  as  no  application 
has  bee^  wantiivg  on  my  part  to  preserve  the 
public  tranquillity,  I  have  the  pleasore  to  find 
ray  good  offices  have  nut  been  altogether  un- 
successful, and  have  reason  to  hope  they  wiU, 
in  tbe  end,  have  their  full  and  desired  efiect. 
"  Gentlemen  of  die  House  of  Commons  ; 

"  I  miestion  not  but  you  are  very  well  pleas* 
ed  to  and  that  your  endeavours  for  lessening 
the  National  Debts,  have  at  the  same  time 
raised  the  public '  credit ;  and  that  whatever 
was  proposed  for  that  end  is  actually  and  com- 
pletely effected.  Tbis  success  must  chiefly  be 
attributed  to  that  iaat  and  prudeat  regard  you 
have  shewn  lo  parliameotary  engageoMuu. 

'^^It  was  with  tbe  view  of  procuring  and  set* 
tHng  a  lasting  tranquillity,  that  I  demanded  die 
eatraordioary  Supply  which  vou'  gmnted  aie 
lastaessioa.  Tbe  credit,  which  this  confidence 
reposed  in  flBe,,badi  fiven  as  abroad,  has  al- 
ready been  so  for  efl^eual,  thi^t  I  can  acquaint 
you  we  have  a  mi|ch  better  prospect  than  w» 
bad.  I  have  ordered  an  Aoeouiit  to  be  laid 
before  you  of  Che  vefy  small  part  ef  that  ^|w 
fdy  w^icb  a^  yet  has  been  eapeMted  ;  any  faf- 
tber  issues  chat  may  be  made  of  it,  sbaU  be 
also  laid  before  you  t  Aad  you  may  be  assured, 
Ibat  every  ^art  of  it  shall  either  be  employed 
for  your  service,  er  saved  to  the  pobiic. 

**  I  bsTe  ordered  lo  be  laid  before  y>ou  a  state 
of  tbe  Defioieaoies  ef  tbe  present  year,  and  tbe 
several  Estinukies  for  tbe  service  of  tbe  next; 
which  you  wiU  find  considerably  diminished. 
I  nh  upon  your makiog  the  aeoessai^  provision 
for  them;  not  doubting  of  tbe  continuance  erf 
ibat  leal  for  the  j^d  of  your  country,  i^hicb 
b0th  been  so  easiaently  conspicdous  in  every 
eessioo  of  tbis  ^arliameat. 

'<I  cannot  miu^tice  avoid  putting  yon  in 
oiiod,  that  several  Arrears  of  Pay  and  Subsidy, 
inoorved  before  my  accession  to  the  crown,  are 
claimed  by  foreign  princes  and  states :  I  shall 
order  diem  tt>  be  laid  before  you,  to  the  end 
you  may  put  them  in  a  method  of  being  exa- 
mined and  stated ;  which  will  very  much  tent 
o  die  honour  and  credit  of  tbe  nation. 
^*  My  Lords  and  Geodemen  • 

**  I  could  heartily  wish,  ibat  at  a  time  when 
the  common  enemies  of  our  Religion  are,  by 
all  manner  of  artifices,  endeavouring  to  under- 
mine and^  weaken  it,  both  at  home  and  abroad^ 
all  those  who  are  friends  to  our  pitsent  bappj 
estkblwbment,  might  unanimously  concur  in 
some  proper  method  for  the  greater  strengthen- 
ing the  Protestan\  Interest :  of  which,  as  thft  \ 
iChurch  of  England  is  nnqueedonably  the  main 
support  and  Iwlwark,  so  will  she  reap  the  prin- 
cipal benefit  of  every  advantage  accruing  by 
the  union  and  mutual  charity  of  all  Protestants. 

**  As  none  can  recommend  themselves  more 
effectually  to  my  fovour  and  comteDancCj  dum 
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by  a  doc^  zeal  for  the  just  rights  of  the  crown 
and  the  libertieffof  the  people;  so  I  am  dete^- 
mined  to  encourage  all  those  who  act  agreea- 
bly to  the  constitution  of  these  mj  kiiigdomsy 
and  consequently  to  the  principles  on  which 
toy  goyernoif  nt  is  ftiunded. 

'<  The  eyes  of  ail  Europe  are  upon  you  at  this 
critical  iuncture.  It  is  your  interest,  for  which 
reason  1  think  it  mine,  that  my  endeavours  for 
procurine;  the  peace  and  (^uiet  of  Christendom, 
should  take  effect.  Nothiiig  can  so  much  con«> 
tribute  t<i  this  desirable  end,  t\8  tfie  unanimity, 
dispatch^  and  vigour  of  your  resolutions  for  the 
•upport  of  my  giivernmeut." 

The  Lords*  AJdress  of  Thanh,]    His  ma- 
jesty being  retired,  the  Lords  voted  an  Address 
of  ^Thanks,  and  the  next  d«y  waited  on  the 
,  King  with  tlie  san^e  as  follows : 
•*  Most  Gracious  Sovereign ; 

*<  We  your  mBJesty*s  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
•ubjectSy  the  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal  in 
parlian-eiit  assembled,  do  return  your  majesty 
our  humble  Thanks  for  your  most  gracious 
Speech  from  the  throne,  and  for  your  regard  to 
the  conveniency  of  your  subjects,  in  meeting 
them  so  early  in  parliament ;  and  beg  leave  to 
express  to  your  majesty  the  just  sense  we  have 
of  your  ereat  concern  for  the  ease  of  your  peo- 
ple, in  disbanding  soconsiderable  a  number  of 
your  Forces,  and  of  ^our  care,  at  tbe  same 
time,  in  consulting  their  safety.  We  return 
your  majesty  our  most  humble  thanks  for  ^our 
unwearied  endeavours  and  application  towards 

fireserving  and  settling  the4>eace  and  tranquil- 
ity of  Europe,  and  of  tlitse  your  kingdoms, 
against  the  many  attempts  of  ail  kinds  to  dis- 
turb them  ;  and  cannot  sufficiently  express  our 
satisfaction!,  that  there  is  a  prospect  of  success; 
and  do  assure  your  majesty,  that,  as  you  have 
been  pleased,  m  so  gracious  a  manner,  to  de- 
clare your  interests  and  those  of  your  people 
inseparable ;  so  nothing  shall  be  wantmg  on 
our  pnris,  at  tiiis  critical  juncture,  towards  sup- 
porting your  majesty  wih  the  utmost  zeal  and 
vigour,  till  yo\n  majesty's  endeavours  for  the 
quift  of  Christendom  and  the  good  of  your 
*  people  have  had  their  full  and  desired  effect. 
"  We  have  a  grateful  sense  of  your  majesty**) 
concern  for  the  Protectant  Religion,  and  the 
Church  of  England  as  by  law  established; 
ivhich,  as  it  has  always  been  the  chief  |Of  the 
Protestant  churches,  so  it  can  never  be  so  well 
supported  as  by  strengthening  and  uniting  (as 
far  as  may  be)  the  Protestant  Interest/' 

The  Kinf:*s  Answer,]   To  which  Address  his 
majesty  r^urned  this  Answer : 
"  My  Lords ; 

*'  I  thank  you  for  this  dutiful  and  loyal  Ad- 
dress :  the  zeal  you  express,  for-  the  support  of 
my  i;overninent,  cannot  tjut  have  the  best  ef- 
fect upon  our  afil^irs  both  at  home  and  abroad." 

Thf  Commons*  Address  of  Thanks,]  Nov. 
'£3.  Thf  Coromons  agreed  upon  ti.e  folloi^ing 
Address,  and  presented  it  this  day  to  his  ma- 
jesty ; 


**  Most  GrtudooB  Sovereign ; 
**  We  your  majesty's  most  dutiful  and  layal 
sul^ts,  the  Commons  of  Great  Britfun  iapar* 
liament  assembled,  crave  leave  to  eapr^sa  our 
gratitude  to  your  majesty,  for  your  moat  gra- 
cious Speech  from  the  throne. 

*<  Our  minds  are  filled  with  the  most  lively 
sense  of  your  majesty *s  regard  to  your  people 
in  bringing  the  sitting  of  parliament  into  a  more 
proper  und  usual  season  of  the  year.  And  as 
your  majesty  has  been  graciously  pleased  to 
consider  the  convenience  of  our  private  affain, 
10  this  early  meeting,  we  shall  endeavour  to 
answer  your  majesty's  gracious  intentions,  by 
improving  it,  as  much  as  we  are  able,  to  the 
benefit  of  the  public. 

**  We  are  highly  sensible  of  the  ooncem 
your  majesty  has  shewn  for  the  welfare  of  your 
people,  by  the  reductions  you  have  been  pleased 
to  make  from  time  to  time,  of  tbe  Land  Forces^ 
so  soon  as  the  posture  of  a£Fiairs  rendered  it 
safe  to  these  your  kingdoms.  It  is  our  pe- 
culiar happiness  to  see  ourselves  governed  by 
*a  sovereign,  who  is  not  iofiueoced  by  anv 
notions  of  greatness  that  are  inconsistesit  wko 
the  prosperity  of  his  subjects  ;  and  wbo  pro- 
poses to  himself  Uie  ease  of  bis  people,  as  tbe 
chief  glory  of  his  reign. 

<«  We  acknowledge,  with  hearts  fair  of  duty 
and  gratitude,  your  majesty's  unwearied  endea- 
irours  to  prevent  the  many  attempts  whicb  have 
been  set  on  foot  to  disturb  the  peace  of  Europe^ 
and  the  quiet  of  these  kingdoms ;  »od  have 
the^  more  reason  to  apprehend  tbe  ill  conse- 
quences of  such  attempts,  since  there  are  tbuse 
«  ho,  as  they  would  be  thought  to  see  no  danger 
in  them,  give  us  reason  to  believe  that  they 
would  not  be  troubled  at  their  success.  We 
•are  therefore  firmly  resolved,  in  tbe  most  ef> 
fectual  manner,  to  support  your  majesty  in  suck 
measures  as  your  majesty,  inyoor  iHseat  wisdofo, 
shall  judge  necessary  to  procure  tbe  establish- 
ment of  the  tranquillity  of  Europe. 

*<  We  receive,  with  the  greatest  satisfiu^taon, 
your  majesty's  gracious  expressions  and  assu- 
rances touching  the  extraordinary  Supply  grant- 
ed last  year :  and  will  cheerfully  grant  yoor 
majesty  such^Supplies  as  shall  eroctually  pro- 
vide for  the  public  service. 

**  It  is  with  unspeakable  sorrow  of  heart, 
that  we  observe  the  many  artifices  wbicb  art 
mad^  use  of  by  the  common  enemies  of  oar 
religion,  to  undermine  and  weaken  it,  both  at 
home  and  abroad ;  and  as  we  have  tbe  most 
gratrful  sense  of  the  tender  concern  which  your 
majesty  has  been  pleased  €o  express  for  the 
Protestant  Religion,  and  esneaolly  for  the 
main  support  of  it,  the  Church  of  £n^aiid  as 
by  law  established  ;  so  we  are  resolved,  on  ot^r 
part,  to  consider  of  the  most  effectual  metbocU 
for  strengthening  the  Protestant  interest  of  these 
kingdoms. 

**  It  is  a  pleasure  to  us,  that  tbe  eyes  of  all 
Europe  are  turned  upon  us  at  this  critical  junc- 
ture, since  we  have  thereby  an  opportunity  of 
shewing  the  world  the  just  confid^ce  we  re- 
pose ip  your  iDiye8ty,>aiid  our  aasbdtea  nu^ 
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tioof  to  support  jour.  governiDeDt  in  such 
iii»iiuer«  as  shall  enable  your  majesty  to  settle 
the  peace  of  Ciirbteudom.^ 

The  JTin^'j  A nmer  ]    To  which  the  King  re- 
tonied  the  follontn^  Answer: 
"  Gentiemeii  ; 

**  I  thank  you  for  the  repeated  assurances 
yon  have  i^iveii  me,  in  this  dutifut  and  lo^ul 
Address,  of  your  nflftpctionate  support  and  as- 
sistance in  the  present  juncture  of  nCfairs.  I 
expected  no  le»s  from  a  Huu^e  of  Connnons,  so 
affectionate  to  my  person^  and  so  tealous  fur 
the  public  welfare.** 

Great  Debate  in  the  Commons  concerning  the 
Number  of  the  Land  Forces,]  Decenrber  4. 
A  motion  whs  made  for  a  Supply  for  maintain- 
ing the  Guards  and  Garrisiui>,  in  Great  Britain, 
fi>r  the  year  1718,  according  to  the  Estimate 
laid  befora  the  House.  This  motion  was  op- 
posed by  Mr.  Sbippen,  sir  William  Wyndbam 
and 

Mr.  Robert  Waipole^  which  last  made  a 
speech,  wherein,  besides  the  common  topic  of 
(he  danger  of  a  Standinij  Army  in  a  fret  nation, 
he  iasiued  on  four  principal  points,  viz.  1. 
That  whereas  they  were  given  to  understand, 
that  the  Army  was  reduced  to  16,000  and  odd 
men,  it  still  consisted  of  above  18,000,  which 
was  one  third  part  more  than  the  number  of 
Land  Forces  m  Great  Britain  amounted  to 
formerly  in  time  of  peace.  2.  That  there  was 
no  doe  proportion  observed,  either  between  the 
number  of  horse,  dragoons,  and  foot,  or  be- 
tween the  number  of  tbe  officers  and  soldiers 
that  were  kept  standing ;  insomuch,  that  of 
about  11,000/.  which  the  pay  of  a  reduced  re- 
giment of  foot  aaiounis  to,  near  7,000/.  goes 
towards  tbe  pay  of  tbe  officers,  and  4000iL  only 
to  the  private  soldiers.  3.  That  tlie  keeping  up 
so  great  a  number-  of  officers,  was,  in  e&ct, 
tbe  maintaining  of  an  army  almost  double  of 
what  was  intended,  since  the  soldiers  that  were 
wanting  to  c*>mplete  the  companies  and  regi« 
ments,  might  be  raised  with  a  drum  in  twice 
four  and  twenty  hours.  4.  That  the  pay  of  ge- 
neral officers,  which  amounted  to  above  90,000/. 
was  an  expence  altogether  needless,  and  un- 
precedented in  time  of  peace.  All  these  par- 
ticttlars  Mr.  Walpole  enlarged  upon,  and  made 
gpod  hit  assertions  by  proper  vouchers. 


Mr. 


secretary    at  war,  answered 


Mr.  W^pol^  He  said,  Thtit  in  til  wise  go- 
vernments, the  security  of  tbe  state  is  the  rule 
chiefly  to  be  regarded ;  and  that  his  majesty, 
both  m  the  augmentation  and  the  reduction  of 
his  forces,  had  not  only  consulted  the  safety, 
bat  likewise  the  ease  of  his  people.  That 
though,  as  was  suggested,  the  nation  paid  9% 
present  near  18,000  men,  yet  there  were  only 
16,347  who  could  give  any  jealousy,  unless  some 
people  should  think  our  liberties  in  danger, 
irom  the  chaplains,  surgeons,  widows  of  officers, 
and  such  harmless,  inoffensive  persons,  who 
were  iocluded  m  ihe  first  number  :  That  there- 
fom  there  are  not  much  above  4,000  men  more 
^  IB  Great  Bcitaio  than  there  were  kept  up 
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after  tbe  Peace  of  Ryswick,  *  which  number 
m^st  be  thought  vecy  moderate  by  all  who  wi^h 
well  to  the  present  happy  Settlement,  cou*- 
sideriiig  that  tlie  embers  of  an  unnatural  He-' 
hellion, lately  extinguished,  weie  still  warm,  and 
the  discontents  industrioubly  fomented  by  tha 
enemies  of  tbe  gotemment;  That  the  purlia* 
ment  had  ever  contented  themH<^lves  with  fixing 
the  number  of  the  Forces  that  were  th^u^ht 
necessary  to  be  maintained,  but  hud  left  to  the 
cronn  the  manner  of  ceducing  aiid  modelling 
that  number ;  and  therefore,  if  they  should 
jiow  do  otherwise,  it  would  he  but  an  indif- 
ferent return  to  that  gracious  and  tender  regai^ 
which,  on  all  occasions,  his  majesty  has  siie^a 
to  the  security  and  ease  of  his  subjects.  Ihat 
after  all,  it  is  no  less  a  piece  of  justice  than 
matter  of  prudence,  to  keep  up  as  great  a  aum<^ 
ber  of  officers  as  po»sible ;  for,  besides  the  oc- 
casion which  the  nation  may  ha%e  for  them 
for  the  future,  it  is  but  reasonable  to  acknow« 
ledge  the  past  eminent  services  of  gentlemen, 
who  having  been  brought  up  to  no*  other  trada 
hut  war,  had  no  other  fray  lo  subsist  and  pro* 
vide  for  themselves  and  families. 

Mr.  Craggs  was  hacked  by  Mr.  Aislabie, 
Mr.  Hampden,  Mr.  John  Smith,  Mr.  Coventry, 
member  for  Bridport,  col.  Bladen,  Mr.  Bai^ 
rington  Shute,  and  sir  Joseph  Jekyll,  «iho  chieflj 
insisted  on  the  necessity  of  keeping  up  16,000- 
men  at  least,  one  year  longer. 

Sir  David  Dalrymple  was  of  the  sama  ppi* 
nion,  and  to  that  purpose  urged,  That  the  dit*  , 
contents  run  still  as  high  in  Scotland  as  l>efore 
the  late  Rebellion ;  for  which  he  all^dged  se- 
veral reasons.  ^ 

Mr.  Walpole,  Mr.  Bromley,  Mr.  Freeman^ 
general  Erie,  and  some  other  gentlemen,  were 
of  opinion.  That  12,000  men  y^ere  sufficient  j 
and  the  debate  having  fasted  till  a  quarter  past 
six,  the  question  was  going  to  be  put  whether 
the   number  should    16  or   12,000  ?    When, 

Mr.  S/itp/ien  made  the  follownig  speech  : 

"  Mr.  Speaker  ;  1  congratulate  the  honour- 
able  person  below  (general  Lumley)  on  his  ba- 
iog  restored  to  the  good  opinion  ot  the  learned 
gentleman  who  spoke  last :  (sir  Joseph  Jekyll) 
for  it  is  not  long  since  he  (see  p.  467)  compli* 
mented,  I  will  not  say  flattered,  another  at  tha 
expence  of  that  honourable  person,  and  most 
of  the  genera)  officers  in  this  kingdom. 

*<  But  as  to  the  question  before  us,  it  is  my 
misfortune  to  difTer  from  that  learned  gentle* 
man  in  all  he  Imth  advanced,  whicli,  when 
stripped  of  some  excursions,  may  be  reduced  ta 
these  two  propositions :  *  1.  That  the  only 
<  danger  of  continuing  the  At  my  is  the  Expenca 

*  of  it.  2.  That  we  ought  to  comply  with  tha 
'  number  of  Forces  proposed,  because  it  is  de« 

*  uianded  by  the  king,  who  is  the  best  judge , of 

*  our  neceS!»ities.' 

*<  I  do  not  object  to  the  first  reason,  that  tha 

tbrase  i»  ambiguous,  and  that  it  is  difficult  t<> 
now  what  he  means  by  the  D'tuger  of  tht  £x* 
peuce ;  but,  if  I  understand  him,  the  answer 
IS  obvious.  For  though  the  Expeuce  is  duubw 
lets  a  matter  highly  deserving  the  coniideration 
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•f  Ums  Hoate,  wliote  basiocssand  duty  It  b  to 
ditpoM  of  the  poblic  money  with  the  ntoott 
frugnliry  ;  yet  it  is  by  no  mauit  the  chiefs  or 
enly  argument  funinst  keeping  up  an  Aitny  in 
time  of  peace.  The  chief  aigmnen  t,  with  great 
•ubmission,  is,  That  the  diril  and  military 
poWer  cannot  long  Mibsist  together  ;  tliat  a 
SCaoding  Army  in  time  of  peace  will  oecet- 
tarily  impede  the  fl-ee  eieoutmn  of  the  Uws  of 
the  land.  A  iid  it  isthenefore  very  extraordinary 
that  the  expence  should  be  thoBfrht  tlie  only 
danger,  to  use  his  own  lermty  of  a  Standing 
Army,  by  a  person  wliose  profession  and  pre- 
sent station  oblige  him  to  make  those  laws  his 
first  care  ;  and  that  it  shoufd  be  ui^ed  as  soch 
in  this  place,  where  so  many  millions  have 
been  cheerfully  granted  for    the  defence  of 


^*  The  second  reason  is  no  more  conclusive 
tliaftths  Gist;  as  I  hope  to  make  appear  in  tbe 
•eqoel  of  what  I  have  to  offer'.  ' 

**  Gentlemen  have  insisted  much  on  the  great 
grace  and  favoor  shewn  in  fedncing  the  Army 
«nce  the  beginning  of  the  last  sessi^tai ;  and  I 
presume  not  to  bay,  that  we  were  deoeired  into 
the  Vote  then  giren  for  maintaining  38,000  men, 
Jhecause  we  alwajrs  proceed  with  the  utmost 
caatioo  and  cirounMoectioOy  and  because  the 
il^  designs  of  the  Swedish  Piot,  which  occa* 
fioAed  such  teorible  appreheneious  amongst  us 
bave  since  been  folly  discovered  to  the  world. 

^«  Bat  ho«rever  wisely  it  was  then  done,Ihope 
flwver  again  to  see,  either  the  same  number, 
«ir  near  the  same  corps,  after  soqie  artful  re- 
dactions^ continued  in  this  nation  m  time  of 
peace,  on  any  pretence,  on  any  apprehensions 
whatsoever. 

**  i  wiMaottroubleyoo,  Sir,  with  my  remarks 
•a  the  fallacy  of  those  reductions.  They  have 
been  suffideiitlj  exposed  by  a  gentleman  (Mr; 
R.  Walpole)  who  is  better  informed  of  the 
•eoTfet  of  that  affair,  and  who,  I  am  glad  to  dniHf 
when  he  is  contending  for  the  service  -of  his 
aounrry,  is  no  more  afraid  than  mjsdf,  of  being 
called  a  Jacobite,  by  those,  who  want  other  ar* 
laments  to  sopport  their  debates. 

**  Our  present  consideration  is,  whether  there 
sure  any  reasons  to  induce  us,  as  oar  circum* 
Stanch  now  stand,  to  keep  up  above  16,0Q0 
faeo,  with  officers  for  almost  double  tJiat  nam- 
ber :  and  whether,  if  we  should  consent  to  keep 
them  up,  we  ibould  act,  as  bis  majesty  desires 
m€  should,  agreeably  to  the  constitution  of  these 
kingdoms,  and  consequently  to  the  principles 
#n  which  his  government  is  founded.  ' 
■  **  Now  in  virtue  of  thai  freedom  of  spvecjh 
ere  are  a^  intitled  to,  I  beg  leave  to  declare 
ny  opinion,  That  the  keeping  up  the  number 
proposed,  is  so  far  from  being  aeeessary  fo  our 
protection,  that  it  wiH  be  inconsistent  with  our 
safety,  and  an  excessive  burthen  to  his  ma- 
jesty s  good  suljecls.  Nor  do  I  think  it  pos- 
sible any  arguments  can  be  invented,  none  lam 
sure  have  been  yet  offered,  to  inciine  a  House 
af  Commons  at  this  time,  when  we  are  in  a 
BTOfoiMKf  tranquillity,  some  domestic  foods  ex- 
•if  ted,  to  submit  id  that|  whibhairary 


every  lover  of  hbeity  oNst  own,  MistMciedly 
oonsideredi  ta  be  a  grieVaaoe,  and  soeb  a  one 
as  ought  never  to  be  submitted  to,  bat  m  thai 
most  desperate  and  deplorable  arcttmstance^ 
where  it  is  to  be  chosen  as  the  less  evil.. 

*'  I  know  these  assertions  interfore  with  what 
is  laid  down  in  theseceod  paragraph  of  bisma» 
jesty's  Speech.  But  we  are  to  coosiderthat 
Speech  as  the  composition  and  advice  of  his 
ministry,  and  are  therefore  at  liberty  to  debate 
every  proportion  in  it ;  e^teeialfy  tkotc  which 
seem  rather  cakulalejjbr  the  mendioM  cfGer* 
many,  than  qf  Great  Britain, 

**It  is  the  only  infelicity  of  his  wme$ty*s  reign^ 
That  he  isunacfHainttd  mith  ear  langmageiid 
cmuHtution  ;  and  it  is  tberefore  the  more  in* 
oamhent  on  his  British  ministers  to  inform  him^ 
That  our  goverameiit  does  not  stand  on  the 
saase  foaodatton  with  his  Oerman  donuaioas^ 
which,  by  reason  of  their  situatton,  and  the 
nature  of  their  conititation,  are  obligedto  4teep 
up  armies  in  time  of  peace.  Nor  b  it  in  the 
least  to  be  wondered  at,  that  bis  mi^esty,  who 
hath  spent  the  earlier  part  of  his  lifo  in  those 
dominioos,  should  chink  sixteeay  er^ven  89,000 
men;  ihi|fat  be  continued  in  ao  rioh  and  fowiv^ 
ful  a  notXMi  as  this  is,  without  being  a  bmthes 
to  it.  But  wbeA  be  shall  oome  to  understand, 
that  the  smaller  number.  In  tima  of  peaceywonhl 
be  destructive  to  that  security  and  ease  of  hii 
people,  for  whic4i  lie  expresses  so  fender  a  re^ 
gardy  he  will  doubtless  be  eonvinoed>  that  those 
act  must  conformably  to  their  doty  and  bis  in* 
terest,  who,  as  true  subjects  ef  Oreat  Bntde, 
are  against  continuing  more  troops^  tban  hive 
been  usually  thought  and  found  sufficient,  ia 
the  same  situation  of  affairs,  for  ibe  support 
of  the  crown  and  the  safoty  of  the  kin^om. 

**  I  am  theiitfore  at  a  loss  ,to  oanoeive  how 
gentlemen  aan  persuade  themselves,  thai^'  thi 
complying  witd  this  extraordinary  deownd, 
would  promote  his  majesty's  servioe.  For  it 
supposes  not  only  a  distrust,  but  a  weakness  ia 
the  government :  as  if  neither  the  aSeotiofltsof 
the  people  at  home,  nor  the  Treaties  of  eer 
aUJes  abroad,  were  to  be  depended  on :  which 
is  a  thooglit  so  injnriofis,  so  oontradiotoiy  to 
some  solemn  assurances  from  the  throne,  that 
no  one  will  presume  to  advance  it  openly  in 
the  Uoose  or  elsea^iere ;  and  yet  it  is  ^,  in 
my  humble  apprehension,  indaded  in  this  mo* 
tion.  Nothing,  indeed,  can  alienate  the  hearts 
of  the  people  from  his  insjesty  ;  bat  such  at- 
tempu  have  formerly  proved  fetal  to  princes 
of  lem  oonsammate  wisdom  and  virtue.  Net 
ai«  we  to  imagine,  that  the  same  grievanoi  ii 
not  equally  mischievous  in  the  reign  ef  a  good 
prince  as  of  a  bad  one.  it  is  aomwiimes  more 
so,  because  less  expeotcd,  and  less  goaidsd 
against. 

<<  Sorely  his  majesty  will  have  no  jast  cause 
to  doubt  the  continuance  of  that  imd  fortka 
good  of  our  country,  wbkh,  he  is  pleased  to 
say  hath  been  so  eminently  oonspicnaus  in  every 
session  of  this  parliament^  if  wa  make  the  fMt 
of  other  natious  a  doeameat  to  omeelw*-^ 
tUiOppasions  ifMifaittk^^lMttiiokeepiftivp 
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99ca$9gjy  too  ^Uogetous  hd  ciperiaMnt  to  be 
•fttorepMted. 

<<  Ltt  fffitleMtn  look  fomm!  Europe^  mi4 
Ihej  will  find,  TKat  sooke  of  the  fireeti  and 
bnscst  people  in  it,  have  by  this  verj  method 
Uttbttr  Itbectiet.  They  wiU  it^  that  (be 
ffhril  power  was  irom  ti«e  to  tioBe  drawn  in 
by  pretended  extf^eQeicay  to  aUoiw  and  roaiAlaiD 
iaariaed  force  in  peace;  which*  aa  they  at 
fim  thought,  and  were  instrueted  t»  believe^ 
was  intended  to  add  strength  to  their  authority, 
to  secare  tbero  in  the  pofssessioa  of  their  religi- 
MS  aad  poKtioal  rights  j  to  watpb  the  ainbi* 
tiMadestena  of  their  neigttbear  natKHia;  and  to 
prtienre  the  balance  of  power.  Glorious  inten- 
tions, if  ihe^  had  proved  real !  Bat  though  they 
aaed  all  possible  precaations ;  though  ther  made^ 
it  thevoaditien  of  their  establiahnienty  that  the 
fbfcea  should  bechabaod^,  when  the  extraordl- 
aary  eccaston  Ibn  which  they  were  raised  ceas^ ; 
j9i  they  perceived  loo  hue  that  their  condition' 
was  not  binding ;  that  they  bad  ertcted  a  power 
laptrtor  to  thenaeWes ;  that  the  80ldiefy,when 
tbey  had  tasted  the  sweets  of  aotbority,  would 
aat  part  vhA.  k^  tmd,  that  jsveo  their  prineesy 
aftsf  thsse  lenporary  concessions  made  to  thea^ 
begpa  to  Uiinlcy  that  ruling  by  an  army  was  a 
HMteeasy,  a  more  compeodiotts  wt^  ofg^ 
ivnment,  than  acting  ntMr  the  restraints  and 
liavtationaof  the  laws  of  their  countiy.  And  now 
thtj  wear  the  chains^ which  they  put  round  tkmt 
eva  neeks,  aad  lament  ihe  loss  of  that  freedom, 
which  they  uobappily  conaeofeed  to  destroy^  and 
which  coiilil  aever  hate  been  destroyed  without 
their  oooseaC 

*  But  there  is  no  need  of  fetching  argu- 
asnts  on  tlas  sul^t  from  fereign  nations, 
Our  own  is  coo  well  acquainted  with  the  effects 
af  oomiouiag  an  arased  force  in  paacei|  not  to 
apptehend  every  thing  from  i^  be  the  pretence 
nerer  so  specious. 

**  k  wodkl  be  misspending  your  time,  to  re- 
•ount  the  aaiscbiefs  which  have  from  hence 
happened  t0  this  nation :  and.  I  will  not  run 
hack  to  former  reigns*  But  I  caooot  forbear 
obserriag  what  [Mr.  Snell]  roy  very  good  Iriead 
aear  me  hath  alteady  hinted,  that  it  wos  the 
|reat  prievance  complained  of  iu  the  Bill  of 
Aights,*  and  was  that  from  which  the  Revdltt«> 
lion  was  v>  deliver  us.  King  WilUan  himself 
afier  the  Peace  of  Ryswick,  cmild  aot  obtain 
shove  10.000  nra,  though  he  had  then  a  more 
calarprisiu||  and  a  more  powerful  prinse  to 
deal  with,  than  any  now  in  this  part  of  the 
world.  Aad  the  proccedinf(  of  that  House  of 
ConnioQs  must  be  ever  ju8ti6ed  hgr  those,  who 
have  the  least  concern  for  our  oonstitatieo^  noU- 
wMnstandtng  some  ottgrouneed  mMneat^ons, 
that  it  iovolved  us  in  a  long  and  eapeasive  war. 
Besides,  it  is  every  year  decUsad  ui  the  Act.of 
Muttuy  and  Desertion,  That  the  keeping  up  a 
itaadifi|[  Aiiay  m  time  of  peace  is  against  Uw ; 
sad  as  the  freeiag  os  from  it  was  one  of  ihe 
tads  of  the  Hevakition,  so  no  douba  the  pc^ 
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serving  us  fbv  eves  from  an  attempt  of  the  like 
Batace,  was  one  of  those  innumtt-ahle  glorious 
advantages  proposed  by  the  Act  of  Successioa. 

'*  But  it  hath  been  urged,  That  the  eonseat 
of  parliameat  reconciles  all ;  and  that  fi|roes, 
so  continued,  are  not  to  be  accounted  a  stand* 
lag  arm;r»  because  they  are  inteaded  to  keep  out 
a  staadiog  army ;  which  with  the  noble  lord^t 
leave,  [lord  Moleswerth]  who  niakes  the  dts^ 
tinctiou^  is  a  notion  too  nne,  too  chimerical  t« 
be  maintained. 

"  I  know  indeed  it  is  explained  both  ia  th» 
Bill  ofRighU,  and  in  the  Act  of  Mutiny  and 
Oeseitiop^  that  the  keeping  up  a  sUndiof 
armor  in  time  of  peace  is  illegal  only  if  doni^ 
without  consent  of  parjiameiit :  now,  this  iano 
sort  weakens  the  argument,  aa  to  the  inconvenU 
ence  and  oppression  of  which  I  asa  speakmg* 
For  though  the  parJiameot,  in  these  declaratory 
laws,  seems  to  put  in  its  claim  only  against  the 
iucvoachaieiUs  of  the  crewo,  from  whence  it 
supposed  such  oppressions  were  more  likfly  to 
come,  than  from  the  representatives  of  the 
people ;  yet  tlie  consent  of  parliament  cannot 
alter  the  aature  of  thia|!^,  caanot  hinder  the 
same  causes  frompioduangthesame  efFects.  An. 
army,  though  kept  up  by  the  ooasent  of  parlia- 
meot>  wiU^  like  other  armies^  soon  hnow  its  owa 
strength^  will  in  pi*obability  pursue  the  dictates- 
of  self  preservatiooy  and  rather  choose  to  dss** 
solve  that  authority  with  which  it  is  incompiv^ 
tible,  than  tamely  submit  to  its  owndissolation. 
An  armyy  though  kept  up  by  consent  of  par* 
Uaooent,  if  it  Kadthno  enemies  abroad,  will  be 
apt  to  make  depredations  at  home ;  and  I  wish 
there  hath  not  been  something  of  that  kind 
done  this  last  yeatf  s  I  wish  we  have  no  com- 
plaints froin  some  of  our  own  most  considerable 
parliamentary  corpoi^tioaa,  of  soldiers  demand* 
ing  free  qu^ter,  and  insulting  the  chief  magis- 
tfates  for  exerting  the  power  we  have  lodged 
with  them,  and  endeayoaring  to  redress  the 
erievai^ces  of  the  poor  inn-keepers  and  inha* 
bitants.  Nay^  thecensent  bf  parliament  is  so 
far  from  altering  the  nature  and  genius  of  ar« 
miea^  that  a  parbament  army,  couaisting  of  about 
the  number  now  deoionded,  onee  commit- 
ted  KPeater  outrages,  and  gave  a  deeper  wound 
to  the  constitudoD,  than  all  the  armies  o^tbe  ' 
crowR  have  ever  done;  and  that  army  was  the 
creature  of  a  pariiament  which  had  estahUsbed 
itself.  But  it  we  were  to  admit  for  argument's 
sake,  that  the  consent  of  parliament  cwild 
make  armies  more  tame  and  ductile  than  they 
would  otherwise  be,  i  think,  however,  it  would 
not  be  advisable  fur  a  parliament,  that  in- 
tenuis  to  act  rationally  and  agreeahlv  either  ta 
the  principles,  od  which  his  majesty's  lovern* 
ment,  or  its  own  povrer  is  founded,  to  nMoilia^ 
rtxe  alnilitnry  forae  to  this  free  nation.  For  ' 
the  very  name  and  terror  of  it  would,  without 
oppressiaa,  awe  aad  subdue  the  spirits  of  tfia 
people,  extinguish  their  love  of  libei^,  aad 
bc^  a  aean-aiidal^ectf  acquiescence  in  slavery, 

**  Sir,  we  have  already  suspended  some  laws 
aad  repealed  Qtl)ers>  to  compW  with  the  ae- 
ceatitiea  of  the  admiaistratioi^r  hot  pray  let  ua 
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not  go  fariber,  let  us  not  go  on  to  ^iootinoe 
the  army,  or  the  greatest  part  of  it :  for  so  long 
•s  it  is  continued,  so  long  is  the  whol^  constitu- 
tion suspended)  or,  at  least  in  the  mercy  of 
tbos^whom  we  nrm  against  it.'' 


Mr  Siiippen  committed  to  the  Towee 
for  reflecting  tipan  the  Kvtg's  Person  and  Go^ 
verntitent.']  The  Expressions  in  the  abuve 
Speech,  which  are  disCtnguished  by  being 
printed  in  Italic  characters,  gave  o6fcnce  to  seve* 
ml  members,  and  in  particular  to  Mr.  Lech- 
liiere,  who  having  taken  (hem  down  in  writing, 
urged,  **  That  those  Words  were  a  scandalous 
Invective  against  the  King's  Person  and  Go- 
vernment, of  which  tlie  House  ought  to  shew 
ibe  highest  resentment,  and  therefore  moved, 
That  the  member  who  spoke  those  offensive 
Words  should  be  sent  to  the  Tower."  Mr. 
Lechmere  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Spencer  Cow- 
per,  and  backed  by  sir  Joseph  Jekylt,  and  some 
others :  Upon  which  Mr.  Robert  Walpole  said, 
**  Tiiat  if  the  Words  in  question  were  spoken 
bytbe  member,  on  whom  they  were  charged, 
the  Tower  was  too  light  a  punishment  for  his 
rashness  >»bQt  as  what  he  had  said  in  the  heat  of 
ihis  debate  might  have  been  misunderstood,  he 
was  for  allowing  him  the  liberty  of  explaining 
himself.''  Mr.  Snell,  Mr.  Hutcheson,  and  some 
•tbers,  spoke  also  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Shippen,  in- 
Modin^  chiefly  to  give  him  an  opporiunitv  of 
retracting  or  excusing  what  he  had  said,  which 
Mr.  Shippen  not  thinking  proper  to  do,  a  great 
dispute  arose,  upon  the  question,  Whether  (he 
Words  taken  down  in  writing  were  the  same  as 
bad  been  spoken?  A  memlier  having  suggested, 
Tbat  there  vi^as  ho  precedent  of  a  Censure 
passed  on  a  member  of  the  Aouse.  for  Words 
spoken  in  a  Committee,  sir  Charles  Hotham 
produced  instances  of  the  contrary ;  and,  on . 
the  other  hand,  Mr.  Shippen  having  maintained 
what  he  had  advauced,  it  was,  at.  last,  resohred, 
by  196  voices  against  100,  "  That  the  Words 
taken  down  in  writing  were  spoken  by  Mr. 
Siiippen."  It  was  then  about  nine  in  the  even- 
ing, and  it  being  moved  and  carried,  '*  Tlmt 
the  Chairman  do  leave  th^  chair;"  Mr. Speaker 
resumed  his  place,  and  Mr.  Farrer  reported 
from  the  said  Committee, 

**  That  £xceptions  having  been  taken  to 
**  some  Words  spoken  in  the  Committee,  by 
**  William  Shippen,  csf);  a  Member  of  the 
<'  House,  the  Committee  had  directed  liim  to 
"  report  the  Words  t»>  the  House." 

Ordered,  That  the  Report  be  now  read.    ' 

Mr.  Farrer  reported  tne  Words  accordingly,' 
and  they  are  as  follow :  viz.  That  William 
$bippen|  esq.  speaking  of  the  King*«  Speech, 
said  these  Words ; 

**  That  the  second  paragraph  of  die  King's 
**  Speech  seemed  rather  to  he  calculated  for 
''  the  Meridian  of  Germany  than  Great 
«<  Britain." 

.  **  That  the  King  is  a  stranger  to  our  language 
"  and  constitution." 

Then  Mr.  Shippen  was  heard  in  his  place, 
Aod  withdrew*    After  vrhicli|  a  motioil  being 


made,  and  the  question  put,  H  Hiatthe  Words 
spoken  by  William  Shippen,  esq.  A  roemb^r  of 
this  Hou^e,  are  ligMy  dishonourable  to,  and 
unjustly  reflecting  on,  Lis  Mtijesty's  Person  and 
Government,"  the  House  divided:  Ayes  175 f 
Noes  81.  So  it  was  resolved  in  the  Affirma- 
tive; and  thereupon  it  was  order^^d,  "  ri*t  WiU 
ham  Shippen^  esq.  be  for  his  said  T>fieoce,  conn 
mittefd  prisoner  to  hi^  majesty's  Tower  of  Lon. 
don ;  and  that  Mr.  Speaker  do  issue  bis  war- 
rants accordingly."* 

Further  Debate  in  the  Commons  concerning 
the  Numhfr'ff  the  Land  ¥orcesJ\  December  5. 
The  Commons  went,  again  into  a  grand  Com- 
mittee, to  consider  farther  of  the  Supply,  and  a 
Debate  arising,  concerning  the  number  of  men 
for  Guards  and  Garrisons  in  Great  Britain,  tod 
Jersey  and  Guernsey  only,  without  inchiding 
the  forces  abroad,  viz.  the  Plantations  in  Ame*. 
rica,  the  Garrisons  in  Minorca,  Gibraltar,  Pla- 
centia  and  Annapolis,  and  of  the  islands  Baha- 
ma and  Providence, 

Mr.  Jtjferies,  member  for  Droitwicb,  niadt 
the  following  speech ; 

<*  Mr.  Speaker ;  I  shall  not  waste  the  time 
of  the  Committee  in  making  an  apdlogy  for 
meddling  in  this  question ;  since  I  apprehend 
whatever  I  can  yet  call  my  own  to  be  at  stake 
in  the  event  of  it.  Whether  the  Army  shall  be 
disbanded  or  continued  in  time  of  peace?  Whe- 
ther we^hall  be  governed  by  the  magistrate,  or 
the  soldier  ?  Or,  whether  we  shaU  be  bond  or 
free }  are,  in  my  opinion,  questions  of  the  saine 
import.  I  think  myself  justifled  in  saying  this, 
from  the  examples  of  inost  countries  in  Eorope. 
They  were  once  free ;  but  if  it  be  inquired, 
bow,  from  the  state  of  freedrmi,  they  swik  intu 
slavery,  it  wil^  appear,  that  their  common  rain  , 
has  proceeded  from  the  continuance  of  regolar 
I'roops  in  pay,  after  the  occasion  for  which 
they  were  raised  was  over. 

'  **  That  this  island  has  retained  its  freedom 
longer  than  the  countries  on  the  contioeot,  hal  , 
been  imputed  to  its  situation,  vbich  not  bein^ 
so  much  exposed  to  the  incursions  of  its  neigh* 
hours,  there  was  not  the  like  preteuce  lor  keep- 
ing up  regular  troops.  But  the  preservation  of 
our  liberties  to  this  time,  is,  iir  my  opinion, 
rather  to  be  ascribed  to  the  due  sense  our  fort- 
fathers  had  of  the  danger  the  public  anderweot 
from  intrusting  princes  with  a  Standing  Force 
\n  time  of  peace ;  and  also  lo  the  measure  oh* 
served  by  the  House  of  Commons,  in  giving 
such  Supplies  only,  as  enabled  tlie  prince  to 
live  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  his  prerogative, 
without  putting  it  into  his  power  to  aflfecc  the 
hberties  of  the  subject. 

*  For  a  sliort  Account  of  Mr.  Shippen  see 
p.  319  of  the  present  Volume.  Hedid  not  pe- 
tition ihe  House  to  be  disclmrged.  but  remained 
in  the  Tower  till  the  9Ut  of  Mareh  in  the  IbP 
lowing  year,  on  which  day  the  partiameDt  waf 
prorogued.  He  attended  ibe  House  on « the 
firH  day  of  the  following  session^  and  ton^ra 
part  in  the  debate  upon  Uw  Kinc's  Speech. 
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^  FhMn  the  int  crvdible  account  of  thinp 
iu  tbifl  kingcioin^  d^wn  to  king  Charles  2od*8 
tioiCy  I  can  find  bo  in«Uncey  where  the  crowti 
ke^  up  regular  troops  iu  time  of  peace,  that  of 
Eichara  8  exoepted.  He  li«ed  in  a  tempeitu- 
om  age ;  be  bad  wars  aUroad,  sind  commotions 
at  hooM.  The  first  Eebeilioo,  headed  b/  Wat 
Tf  ler,  was  conwosed  without  shedding  the  blood 
of  any  ooe  of  um  rebels,  save  Tyier^  himself; 
tbe  kmggave  them  good  words ;  they  laid  down 
their  arms,  went  honae,  and  were  ajj  pardoned. 
Another  rebellion  of  the  men  of  Kent  and  Es- 
sex broke  out,  which  occasioned  the  king's  rais- 
ing an  armjf  of  fortjr  thousand  men.  The  re- 
h&»  applied  by  petition  to  have  their  hberties 
and  franchises  allowed  them.  But  the  king 
spoke  to  these  in  a  di^erent  st^le ;  and  told 
tbem,  sUves  they  were,  and  slaves  they  should 
be.  Five  hundred  o^hem  were  cut  to  pieces  in 
tbe  field,  and  fifteen  hundred  of  tiiem  were  af- 
tarwards  executed  in  cold  blood.  This  severi- 
ty awed  the  nation  for  a  while.  But,  the  dis- 
content of  the  people  afterwards  increasing, 
about  the  SQth  year  of  his  rei^n,  a  Parliament 
was  called,  and  to  ase  the  historian's  words, 
leit  I  should  offend  any  tender  ear,  *  all  endea- 

*  voars  ware  used  to  procore  soch  a  parliament, 
'  as  would  concur  with  the  king's  designs.'  Be- 
fore  they  met,  (brces  were  raised  *  to  attend 
'  and  guard  the  parliament ;  which  might  at  the 
'same  time  be  an  awe  upon  any  refractorv 

*  membersV  Touching  the  numbers  of  which 
this  army  ooosisted,  history  is  silent:  this  only 


*  "  Riclwrd  had  taken  all  necessary  mea* 
tares  to  have  a  parliament  at  his  devotion. 
Some  time  siqce,  he  had  changed  all  the  she- 
ri&  of  the  kingdom,  and  suffer^  none,  but  what 
had  promised  to  be  si^bservient  to  his  designs. 
Us  had  taken  the  same  precautions,  with  re- 
spect to  all  officers  that  had  credit  and  power 
10  the  boroughs  and  counties.      So  by  means 
of  the  magistrates,  and  persons  in  public  posts, 
he  had  caused  such  representatives  to  be  chosen 
as  be  bad  secured  beforehand.    If  any  were 
^ted  not  agreeable  to  him,  the  sheriff  were 
ordfted  not  to  return  them',  but  to  cause  others 
to  be  ohosea  in  their  room.    Besides,  as  tbe 
Hdtse  of  Commons  were  the  sole  judges  in  the 
iffiur  of  elections,'  he  vas  well  assured  that  such 
t  parliament  would  confirm  or  reject  jvhom  he 
pleased.    It  must  not  be  thought  very  difficult 
for  a  king  of  England  to  execute  such  a  pro- 
ject. Expenenca  has  since  confirmed,  on  num- 
berless occasions,  that  by  tba  like  ways,  it  is 
verj  possible,  to  cause  repccaentatives  to  be 
mien  devoted  to  tbe  oourt.    However,  bisto- 
naas  remark,  that  it  was  in  this  parliament,  that 
ncfa  practkes  were  first  used.    But  it  must 
likewise  be  added,  that  it  wai  cne  of  the  prin- 
cipal causes  of  Richard's  destruaion,  as  will  be 
*ita  hereafter..  And  indead  it  is  impossible 
Ibat  a  aatioa  camsee  their  liberties  in  the  hands 
•f  aiao,  whoflfr  they  have  not  themselves  frcdy 
^boiea,  withoat  desiring  to  be.  delivered  from 
■Bciian  oppraMwi,''^Bapi»,  vol.  4>  p*  ^i 9fQ. 
Wit.  wr. 
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we  are  given  to  know,  that  four  thousand  of 
iliem  were  archers,  and^tbat  many  of  tbem  were 
Cheshire'  men.  It  is  not  to  the  present  pur- 
pose to  go  over  the  exuavagaacies  of  that  par- 
liajnent. 

"  Into  what  a  state  things  were  brought  by 
that  king.%  conduct,  appears  fivMn  an  observa- 
tion made  hj  the  same  historian,  who  says^  * 
'  That  the  king  having  thus  establielicd  his 
'  power,  and  put  himsejf  beyond  all  oppo&ition, 
'  thought liimself  secure,  and  an  absolute  prince. 

*  But  It  being  laid  upon  such  a  foundation,  as 
'  b^gat  many  discontents  among  the  people,  all 

*  the  fabric  proved  weak,  and  was  soon  fol- 

*  lowed  with  lamentable  ruin.'  Wlien  that 
king's  affiEurs  grew  desperate,  an  oath  was  re-' 
quired  from  the  duke  of  Laiicaster,. (afterwards 
Henry  4)  that  he  should  cause  the  king  to  send 
home  tbe-Chesbire  guards  which  was  aocordingr 
ly  done. 

<<  I  observe  in  the  debate,  it  has  been  taken 
for  granted.  That  the  crown  of  England  has  a 
right  to  a  number  of  regular  troops,  under  the 
denomination  of  guards.  This  is  a  notion  I  cm 
by  no  meaas  give  into.  It  was  not  sa  ab  An- 
tiquo, 

**  The  first  guards  we  hear  of,  the  Yeomen 
of  tbe  Guard,  which  ijrere  constituted  by  Hen* 
ry  7,  being  of  another  kind,  were  in  Charlet 
2nd*s  time.  That  prince  immediately  after  hiy 
Restoration,  got  togetlter  a  small  number  of 
Guards,  which  at  first  seen|ed  to  be  meant  only 
to  add  to  tbe  equipage  and  splendonr  of  tm 
court.  But  it  soon  apjpieared,  that  he  liad  other 
«iews:  the  guards,  by  adding  men  to  troopi 
and  companies,  and  troops  aud  companies  to 
regiments,  were  insensibly  increased ;  so  thflit 
in  the  year  1677,  they  were  got  up  to  5890 
men.  Few  sessions  passed,  j[)ut  they  weee  . 
taken  notice  of  in  the  House  of  CommaiMS  an4 
though  money  was  not  asked  of  parliament  for 
their  support,  yet  they  occasioned  a  general 
uneasiness. 

"  About  that  time  there  was  a  prospect  of 
war  with  France,  on  which  pretence  an  army 
was  raised.  But  the  war  not  proceeding,  an 
Act  passed,  which  gave  the  king  619,38tt<.  for 
disbanding  the  army.  When  the  parliament 
met  again,  they  were  told  from  the  throne^ 

*  That  the  Forces  were  still  kept  on  foot/or  the 
^  preservation  of  our  neighbours,  who  otherwise 
'  had  absolutely  despaired,  and  fotr  preaerxiog 

<  what  was  left  in  Flanders ;  and  that  the  king 
'  was  confident  no  body  would  repine  at  the 
^  employiuK  that  Money,  which  was  raised  for 
'  the  disbanding  of  the  army,  for  the  oontino- 
^  ance  of  it. 

'*  This  did  not  satisfy  the  House,  aad  they 
came  to  a  Resolatioo,  *  That  it  was  necess^y, 
^  for  the  safety  of  his  majesty*s  person,  and 

*  preserving  the  peace  of  the  government,  that 

*  aU  Farces,  raised  since  the  29th  of  September 

<  1677,  shoold  be  disbanded*.*  Whereupon 
that  parliament,  which  went  under  the  name  of 
tbe  PenaionerwPariianient,  was  dissolved. 


2L 


•  See  vol.  4,  p.  10i»» 
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"  The  new  Parliament  which  met  on  the  6th 
#»f  March  following,  ha'd  the  tame  apprelien- 
sions  of  regular  Troops.  Money  was  given  to 
disband  them,  and  the  Act  directed,  that  it 
should  be  paid  into  the  Chamber  of  London ; 
and  commissioners  of  their  own  were  appoint- 
ed to  see  it  applied  to  that  use.  Whaterrer 
diffidence  of  the  king  this  might  imply,  I  do  not 
find  that  any  meml^r  lost  his  liberty  for  free- 
dom of  speech  on  that  occasion.  The  opinion 
that  parliament  had  of  a  standing  army,  ap- 
pears in  the  Resolution  they  came  to,  *  That 

*  the  continuance  of  standing  forces  in  this  na-' 

*  tion,  other  thnn  the  Militia,  was  illegal,  and 

*  a  great  grievance  and  vexation  to  the  people.' 

••  I  shall  now  take  leave  to  consider  the  ar- 
gniinents  advanced  for  continuing  16,347  men 
for  the  ensuinp  year.  It  is  said.  That  there  is 
a  disaHRected  party  in  the  kingdom,  which  makes 
an  army  necessary.  If  this  argument  will  pre- 
'  vail,  it  is  strange  it  i  has  not  prevailed  for 
600  years  past,  since  no  period  within  that 
time  can  be  assigned,  wherein  this  argument 
was  not  us  strong  as  in  the  present.  During 
the  long  controversy  between  the  Houses  of 
York  and  Lancaster,  touching  the  Right  of  Suc- 
cession, in  which  each  side  had  its  turn  of  be- 
ing uppermost,  rne  would  think  it  should  have 
been  natural  for  the  prevailing  party,  in  order 
Co  their  security,  to  have  insisted  on  the  ^conti- 
nliance  of  their  regular  troops,  at  least  for  a 
time.  There  was  a  Pretender  to  the  crown, 
who  had  a  strong  party  in  the  nation,  and  the 

government  was  insecure  till  the  spirit  of  Re- 
ellioR  was  suppressed.  It  might  then  with  an 
appearance  of  reason  have  been  insisted  on, 
That  Uie  taxes  on  the  disaflfected  should  be  in- 
creased, that  those,  who  ocpasioned  the  ex- 
pet^ce,  sho\]ld  bear  the  burden  till  the  danger 
^Nis  over.  Why  this  sort  of  reasoning  did  not 
then  prevail  is  obvious.  They  saw  it  was  un- 
ease to  trust  any  prince,  even  one  of  tlieir  own 
setting  up,  with  such  a  power,  which,  if  ill  ap- 
plied, might  enslave  them.  ^ 

"  Another  period  of  time  I  shall  take  notice 
of  is,  that  of  queen  Elizabeth's  reign.  The 
<lisaflrecti<m  tu  her  in  the  beginning  of  it  was 
great,  occasioned  by  the  Reformation  in  Reli- 
gion, and  the  application  of  Ecclesiastical  Re- 
venues to  secular  uses.  Many  plots  there  were 
against  her  life.  Spain,  one  of  the  greatest 
powers  in  Europe  at  that  time,  attempted  an 
invasion,  and  a  more  properjuncture  could  not 
have  happened,  wherein  to  have  asked  for  an 
cirmy.  But  instead  of  that,  the  greatest  par^  of 
the  forces  then  got'together  to  oppose  the  in- 
vasion consisted  of  militia,  and  as  soon  as  th^ 
Annado  was  scattered,  the  army  was  disband- 
ed. That  queen  being  sensible,  that  the  true, 
the  only  support  of  the  crown,  wa«  the  good- 
will and  actions  of  the  people. 

^  Another  argument  brought  for  the  cobti- 
nuance  of  the  army  is,  *  That  the  denying  it 
'  does  insinuate  a  distrust  of  his  majesty.'  Bow 
disingenuous  and  unparliamentary  a  way  of  ar- 
guing this  is,  let  gentlemen  judge  :  for 'to  draw 
llMt  iacrcd  name  into  a  debate,  roust  put  every 


body  to  pain,  who  takes  the  other  side  of  tfie 
questioh,  in  regard  it  may  be  construed,  that 
the  stronger  the  argument  is,  the  greater  is  the 
distrust.  But  this  reasoning,  iu  my  opinion^ 
turns  quite  another  way,  and  instead  of  imply- 
ing a  distrust,  argues  the  greatest  regard  to  the 
safely  of  his  majesty's  person  and  government. 
Who  can  answer  for  the  caprice  of  an  Army, 
when  once  established.^  Although  no  man 
living  has  a  greater  esteem  than  myself  for 
those  honourable  gentlemen,  who  have  with  so 
much  bravery  served  their  country  in  a  military 
way,  nor  shall  any  man  go  farther  in  rewarding 
their  services ;  yet  the  common  experience  of 
mankind  demonstrates,  That  it  is  not  reasonft- 
ble  to  expect  an  ar,my  should  be  always  in  the 
same  humour.  Augustus  CsBsar  lived  in  great 
peace  and  security  with  the  Praetorian  bands, 
which  had  put  an  end  to  tlie  Eloman  liberties: 
but  the  case  was  different  wiih  his  successors ; 
for  of  36  emperors,  no  less  than  16  were  pulled 
to  pieces  by  ilieir  own  soldiers.  Did  not  the 
army  here  in  England,  in  the  times  o(  ilsurpa- 
lion,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  name  them,  in  a 
short  space  change  the  government  into  ten 
several  forms  ?  What  treatment  did  the  par- 
liament, who  had  raised  aqd  supported  thetn, 
meet  with  from  them?  They  beset  the  House, 
repulsed  many  members  who  would  have  come 
in,  others  they  dragged  out  even  by  the  legs, 
and  at  length  they  were  all  turned  out,  and  the 
doors  shut  up.  I  say  this  with  the  more  as- 
surance, having  had  the  account  from  an-ho- 
nourable  person,  lately  dead,  who  was  an  eye- 
witness of  it.  This  army,  it  is  true,  which 
consisted  of  about  17,000  men,  aiterwards 
brought  in  king  Charles  the  second.  But  that 
prince  soon  disbanded  them,  being  well  aware 
that  the  same  army  which  brought  him  in, 
should  their  minds  change,  might*  again  turn 
him  out. 

"  This  objection,  drawn  from  a  distrust  of 
his  majesty,  deserves  another  name.  It  is  an 
honest,  it  is  a  reasonable  jealousy  of  the  grow- 
ing power  of  the  crot^n,  which  those  that  went 
before  us  always  avowed.  May  it  not  with 
parity  of  reason  be  said,  that  because  I  will  not 
consent,  that  th^  king  shall  by  bis  proclama- 
tion raise  money  without  parliament,  that  this 
is  a  distrust  of  his  roaJMty  ?  Because  I  will 
not  consent  to  give  up  Magna  Charta,  and  ac- 
cept of  a  new  patent  at  pleasure,  may  not 
this  likewise  be  called  a  distrust  of  his  majesty? 
But  suppose  from  an  opiniou  of  the  virtue  of 
the  troops  ;  from  an  opinion,  that  men  in 
power  will  not  make  an  ill  use  of  it ;  that  those 
who  may  be  piasrers,  will  chuse  to  continue 
servants;  that  men  -under  the  same  circum- 
stances will  not  do  the  same  things  ;  aiid  that 
we  should  consent  for  ourselves,  to  deposit  our 
liberties  in  their  hands  for  a  while ;  wiO  any 
one  say  that  we  have  an  autho|ity  also  to  con- 
sent on  the  behalf  of  those  we  represent  ?  A 
sura  oT  money,  a  jewel,  or  other  valuable  thing 
is  coipraitted  to  my  care  ;'  I  without  the  own- 
er's consent  leave  it  in  the  possession  of  another, 
although  the  person  with  whoai|I  left  it,  doeft 
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notBCtaaU^  embeczle  the  money,  or  detain  the 
jewel)  yet  do  I  break  ipy  trust  by  puiting  it 
into  hjs  power  90  to  do. 

'*  It  is  fieif  erident  that,  by  keeping  up  such 
a  number  ofioroes,  wbo  roay»  when  tbey  are 
disposed,  controul  the  power  of  the  civd  ma- 
gistrate, the  strength  and  security  ■  of  our  cun- 
sticQ^ion  is  at  -an  end,  and  that  we  have  no 
othfr  rule  of  guvemment  left,  than  will  and 
pleasure.  The  notion  1  have  of  slavery  is,  the 
oeiiig  subjected  10  the  will  of  another;  and 
notwithstanding  the  rod  be  not  always  on  na; 
baek,  or  the  dragoon  in  my  house  ;  yet,  if  it 
is  not  in  my  power  to  prevent  its  being  so,  I 
am  no  longer  free.  Alter  Augustus  bad  es- 
tablished his  8,000  regular  troops,  the  Roman 
GOBStitotiun  was  as  much  at  an  end,  as  it  was 
iQ  Nero's  time.  Although  the  tj^ranny  was  not, 
bj  Augustus^  exercised  with  the  like  severity  it 
was  by  his  successors ;  yet,  from  the  time  his 
power  became  irresistible,  the  Romans  were 
slates. 

**  Another  argument  used  for  this  number  of 
troops  is,  that  there  are  no  thoughts  of  estab- 
lishing them  ;  but  only  continuing  them  for  a 
year.  If  the  notion  be  true,  which  no  gentle- 
man in  the  debate  has  denied^  that  the  number 
of  disciplined  men  novi^  contended  for,  are  suf- 
ficient to  dictate  to  the  greatest  number  of  un- 
disciplined ;  I  desire  to  know  who  shall  dare 
to  bid  them  go  home  ?  It  is  said,  indeed,  the 
parliament  will  not  provide  for  them :  Why 
maj  not  they  then,  as  others  in  their  circum- 
stances have  done,  provide  for  themselves  ?  Is 
it  reasonable  to  think,  that  men  will  starve 
with  swords  in  their  l^ands? 

<'  I  am  sensible,  that  I  have  too  much  tres- 
passed on  gentlemen's  patience.  I  shall  say 
no  more ;  but  that  bodies  political  as  well  as 
natural,  have  their  periods  :  governments  must 
die  as  well  as  men ;  ours  is  grown  old  und 
crazy  ;  and  though  she  hath  survived  her  neigh- 
bour, yet  I  f«ar  her  day  approaches.*' 

Dec.  6.  In  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Hbuse, 
on  the  Supply,  the  Commons  came  to  several 
Resolutions  ;  which,  together  with  those  of  the 
day  before,  were  reported  on  the  7th  as/ollows: 

**  l.'That  the  number  of  effective  men  to 
be  provided  for,  for  guards  and  garrisons  in 
Great  Britain,  and  for  Jersey  and  Guernsey, 
for  the  year  1718,  be  16,347,  commissioned 
and  non-  commissioned  officers  included, 
f.  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  681,618/.  be 
grapted  to  his  majesty,  for  defraying  the 
charge  of  the  said  16,347  effective  men  for 
Koards  and  garrisons,  and  other  his  majesty's' 
land  forces  in  Great  Britain,  Jersey  and  Guern- 
sey, for  the  year  1718.  3.  That  the  sum^of 
95,766/.  5$,  be  granted  to  his  majesty,  for  main- 
taining his  majesty's  forces  anfl  garrisons  in  the 
plantations  in  America,  for  the  year  17^18. 
4.  That  the  sum  of  57,613/.  Uf.  7d.  be  granted 
to  his  majesty,  fur  maintaining  tbe  forces  and 
nrrisuns  in  Minorca,  for  the  year  1718.  5. 
That  the  sum  of  39,382/.  14s.  9^.  i  be  granted 
to  bis  nA|esty  for  mainuiuing  tbe  forces  and 


garrison  in  Gibraltar,  for  the  year  1718. 
6.  That  the^um  of  13551/.  9s.  5d.  be  granted  to 
his  migesty,  for  provisions  for  the  garrison  of 
Gibraltar,  for  the  year  1718.  7.  That  th« 
sum  of  1,558/.  17s.  Id,  be  granted  to  hit 
majesty,  for  provisions  for  the  garrisons  at 
Piacenlia  and  Annapolb,  for  the  year  1718« 
8.  That  the  sum  of  3,658/.  13s.  iOd.  be  granted 
for  ordnance,  stores,  and  provisions,  fur  the  in- 
dependent company  in  the  islands  of  Bahama 
and  Providence,  for  the  year  17 18.  9.'  That 
a  sum  not  exceeding  130^61/.  5s.  5i.  be  granted 
to  his  majesty,  for  the  cm^fge  of  half-pay  to  tb^ 
reduced  officers  of  his  majesty's  lapd  forces  and 
marines,  for  the  year  1718*.  10.  That  a  sum 
not  exceeding  73,327/.  12s.  lid,  be  granted  to 
his  majesty,  for  the  charge  of  the  office  of  ord* 
nance  for  tlieland  service,  for  the  year   1718, 

11.  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  ;29,645/.  8s.  9d*i 
be  granted  to  his  majesty,  to  enable  the  trea* 
surer  of  the  navy  to  make  good  the  payments, 
which  at  or  belore  the  24th  of  June,  1718, 
may  be  demanded  of  him,  pursuant^io  an  act  o( 
parliament  for  completiivgthe  funds  of  608,000/. 
per  annum,  payable  to  the  South  Sea  company. 

12.  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  581,196/.  8s.  be 
granied  to  his  majesty,  to  make  good  the  de* 
ficiency  of  the  grants  for  the  year  1717." 

The  first  of  these  Resolutions  being  read  a 
second  time,  a  motion  was  made  that  the  same 
be  recommitted ;  upon  which  there  arose  a  warm 
debate,  and  most  of  tbe  members  who  spoke 
in  the  debate  of  the  5tb,  made  speeches  either 
for  or  against  the  said  motion.    Among  others. 

Sir  Thomas  Hanmer  spoke  as  follows  : 

'*  Mr.  Speaker;  I  cannot  forbear  troubling 
you  with  a  few  words  upon  this  subject,  though 
I  can  neither  flatter  myself  with  tbe  hopes  of 
convinping  any  one,  nor  pretend  to  be  able  to 
offer  any  thing  to  your  consideration,  which 
has  not  in  a  better  manner  been  urged  already. 
But  I  am  truly  concerned  for  the  mischiefo 
which,  I  tliink,  we  are  giving  way  to  ;  and  if  I 
canhot  prevent  them,  it  will  be  a  satbfaccioi> 
to  me  at  leasjt  to  protest  against  them. 

<<  All  gentlemen  who  have  spoke  in  thiff 
debate,  have,  for  their  different  opinions,  agreed 
in  one  thing,  to  press  very  much  the  argument 
of  danger;  and  tbe  only  quesiion  is,  on  which 
side  the  danger  lies;  w^rether  to  the  government, 
without  a  military  foi-ce  to  support  it ;  or 
to  the  constitution  'and  Uberties  of  Great 
Britain,  from  that  military  force,  if  it  b« 
allowed  to  continue  in  it. 

'*  As  to  the  dangers  which  threaten  the  go* 
vernment,  1  think  I  am  iiot  willing  to  overlook 
them.  But  I  hope  we  may  be  excused,  i£ 
we  cannot  be  convinced  of  dangers,  which  no 
man,  that  I  bear,  pretends  to  explain  to  us. 
Abroad  tlie  state  and  circumstances  of  Eurc^e 
happen  to  be  such,  that  I  think  it  is  hard  to 
suppose  a  time  possible,  when  tliere  sball  be 
less  appearance  or  apprehension  bf  any  imme- 
diate disturbance  to  this  kingdom.  The  thre« 
great  powers,  those  which  are  most  consider- 
able in  themselves  and  of  nearest  concern  to 
MS,  I  mean  the  Empire,  France  tod  Holland, 
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tkm ;  ami  if  we  could  ewer  be  ^w  H^^  •*  to 

see  it  riKhtljr  pursued,  a  good  agreement  be* 
twixt  the  kiDg  aud  people,  unitifig  and  acting 
toKether  in  one  national  mceresc,  woald  be  toco 
a  protection  as  none  of  our  eneiines  would  etet 
hope  to  break  throogh. 

**h  is  k  melatKHioljr  thing  to  me  to  bear  aa| 
other  nock>D8  of  gorernuietit  advanced  her^ 
and  that  hb  majestjr  either  Iixmb  la  private  or 
his  genemi  council,  shonld  ever  upon  thii 
sutjecc  have  any  thing  inculcated  to  him,  bat 
this  great  truth,  *  Thai  the  true  and  only  Mfh 
*  port  of  an  English  prince  does  and  ought  M 
'  consist  in  the  affections  of  his  people.'  It  is 
that  should  strengthen  bis  bands;  it  is  that 
shouki  give  him  credit  afid  authoritv  in  tie 
eyes  of  other  nations ;  and  to  think  of  doing  it, 
by  keeping  qp  a*  number  of  land  forces  hers 
at  home,  such  a  number  as  can  have  any  awe 
or  influence  over  the  great  powers  on  die 
continent,  is^  I  think,  one  of  the  wildest  mt^ 
ginations  that  ever  entered  into  the  heart  of 
man.  The  only  stren^h  of  this  nation  must 
always  consist  in  the  nches  of  it ;  riches  mast 
be  the  fruits  of  pubNc  liberty ;  and  the  people 
can  neither  acquire  riches,  nor  the  king  have 
the  use  of  them,  but  by  a  jovemoieBt  foaaded 
in  their  inclinationsiand  amctiotts. 

^  If  this  be  true,  then  of  consequence  it 
follows,  that  whoever  advises  his  majestr  to 
aim  at  any  additbnal  security  lo  bimself,  from 
a  Standrne  Array,  instead  of  increasing  hit 
streoffth,  does  really  diminish  it,  and  oniler* 
mine  bis  trao  support,  by  robbing  bim  of  tirt 
liearts  of  his  subjects.  For  this  I  take  for 
granted,  that  as  there  are  but  two  vrays  of 
governing :  the  one  by  force,  and  the  other  by 
the  afiections  of  the  people  governed,  it  is  im* 
possible  for  any  prmce  to  have  tbem  both. 
He  must  chuse  which  of  the  two  he  will  stick 
to,  for  he  can  have  bat  one.  If  he  is  master 
of  their  affections,  he  stands  in  no  need  of 
force ;  and  if  he  will  make  use  of  force^  it  is 
ia  vain  for  him  to  expect  their  affections.    For 


me  so  far  from  being  at  any  eitmHy  with  US| 
that  they  are  aU  of  them  our  fast  Fnends  and 
aMies,  at  least  we  ate  told  so,  and  hear  venr 
ol^en  a  great  de&l  of  boasting  upon  that  sub- 
ject, whenever  the  administration  of  the  go-, 
vernment  is  to' he  extolled,  and  the  merits  of  it 
are  to  be  set  fbrch  to>  Os.*  Upon  these  occa- 
sions we  hear  of  noth'mg  but  the  wise  and 
useful  treaties  which  have  been  made,  the 
great  influence  which  we  have  acquired  in 
foreign  courts  and  councils,  and  the  solid 
foundations  which  are  laid  for  our  security. 
But  when,  in  consequence  of  these  great 
things,  we  come  to  talk  of  reducing  fdrces, 
then  [  observe  the  language  is  quite  turned  the 
other  way,  then  we  are  in  the  weakest  and 
most  insecure  condition  imaginable,  there  is 
no  dependence  upon  any  thing,  a|id  we  must 
even  ^  thought  disafiected  to  the  government, 
if  we  will  not  believe  that  we  are  surrounded 
on  all  sides  with  the  greatest  dangers. 

*^  But  in  the  midst  of  these  contrarieties  and 
contradictions,  I  think  we  need  not  be  at  any 
loss  what  our  conduct  ought  to  be;  if  we  will 
but  have  regard  to  those  plain  rules  and  maxims 
which  have  always  been  .observed  in  the  like 
cases  with  that  which  is  now  befctre  us.  It 
would  certainly  be  an  endless  thing,  for  an 
House  of  Commons  to  enter  intb  the  secrets 
of  state,  and  to  debate  upon  the  different  views, 
and  interests,  and  intrigues  of  foreign  cotnrCs ; 
what  jeafousies  are  among  them,  and  what 
treaties  are  on  foot  to  reconcile  them.  If  we 
take  such  things  into  our  considerations,  to 
guide  us  in  questions  concerning  our  own 
gunrds  and  garrisons  here  at  home,  we  shall  be 
in  a  lubjrinth  indeed ;  and  most  be  compelled 
at  last  to  put  an  absolute  trnst  in  the  govern- 
ment, because  they  only  know  the  truth  of 
such  matters,  and  from  them  we  must  be 
content  to  receive  whatsoever  account  they 
ttiink  fit  to  give  us  of  thera.  But  the  only 
thing  proper  for  us  to  look  to  is,  what  is  plain 
and  obvious  to  the  sense  of  all  nmnkind,  I 
mean,  When  are  the  timet  of  present  peace  ? 
There  heed  no  refinements  of  politics  to  know 
that,  and  I  will  venture  to  say,,  that  during 
such  times  of  peace,  no  remote  fears,  no  argu- 
ments drawn  from  contigencies  of  what  may 
be  liereafler,  have  ever  vet  brought  this  nation 
into  a  concession  so  fatal  to  fihercy,  as  the 
keeping  up  of  standing  forces,  when  there  is 
fio  other  empk>yment  tor  them,  but  to  insult 
and  oppress  their  fellow- subjects.  I  say  there 
bus  hitheno  been  no  precedent  of  that  kind, 
and  the  misfortune  of^tbis  case  is,  there  will 
need  but  one  precedent  in  it ;  one  wrong  step 
taken,  in  this  particular,  may  put  an  end  to 
all  your  claims  of  rights  and  privileges. 

'*'  And  on  the  other  hand  I  bee  it  may  not  be 
t^en  for  granted,  that  if  we  dismiss  oursoldiers, 
we  shall  thierefore  eave  ourselves  aaked,and  void 
of  all  protection  against  any  sodden  danger 
that  may  ari&e.  No,  Sir,  ProrideDce  has  given 
us  the  best  protection,  if  .we  do  not  fboltsh^ 
throw  awaV  the  benefit  of  it.  Our  situation  is 
attr  natural  protection ;  our  fieet  is  our  protec- 


pay  a  considerable  part  of  their  estates  to 
maintain  an  army,  wnich  insuHs  them  im  thf 
possession  of  the  rest^  and  can  turn  than  out 
of  the  whole  whenever  they  please. 

"  With  submiSBion  tberemre,  t^  ai^gomeat 
is  taken  by  the  wrong  end,  when  it  is  s«id^ 
There  are  great  annnosities  in  fbe  kingdomi 
the  people  are  disaffected,  tmd  upon  thai 
aecoOnt  there  is  a  Jiecessity  of  keeping  op  tm 
army.  It  concludes  much  rightor  tbe  oiber 
way ;  that  is,  dismiss  your  army,  and  give  ao 
other  cabse  of  suspicion  that  any  part  of  tht 
constitution  is  to  be  invaded,  and  the  ipeeplt 
win  be  well-nffected.  Upon  any  other  fbttt  tM 
this,  what  minister  wilt  ever  care,  wfaedier  fat 
does  right  or  wrong  ?it  is  not  his  concern  vrbether 
the  people  are  easy  or  uneasy ;  his  army  is  his 
dependance :  nay,  and  the  more  by  his  wicked 
councils  he  eiasperates  and  encages  4hm  peo^ 
pfoi  tbe  Itronget  he  m$kt$  fan  -pretc^ct  -^ 
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therefore,  whatever  opinions  we  have  of  lus  ms* 
jest/s  goodness,  and  how  much  soever  he  de* 
serves  them,  we  shodd  still  consider,  that  in 
this  place  we  are  onder  a  distinct  duty  to  our 
ceuotry,  and  by  that  duty  we  should  be  as  inca* 
pable  of  ^ving  tip  such  an  unwarrantable  trust, 
as  his  majesty,  I  am  persuaded,  would  be  in- 
capable of  abming  it,  if  he  had  it  in  bis  hands. 
Those  we  represent  will  expect,  and  they  onghl 
to  expect  from  bs,  that  they  should  not  only 
'continue  to  enjoy  what  belongs  to  them,  aa 
Englishmen;  but  that  thejr  should  hold  it  stiQ 
by  the  same  tenure.  Their  estates,  dieir  lives, 
andthehr  liberties,  they  have  hitherto  possessed 


maiaiiiiiii^  and  nereating  that  army  which 
tapponsbim. 

**  What  I  have  said,  I  confess,  goes  opon  a 
ioppo^itien,  tbat  the  numbers  contained  in  the 
fiMimate,  and  in  the  qneatioa  before  yon,  do 
make  an  army  formidable  enough,'  and  able  to 
eashive  this  nation  :  of  which  indeed  the^e  re^ 
mains  no  dniiht  with  me.  In  the  manner  these 
forces  «re  eonsdtiited,  1  think,  a  prince  who 
woald  -wish  ti»  be  arbitnu^,  could  desire  no 
more :  and  if  he  had  aH  the  power  in  his  hands, 
I  think,  for  his  own  take  be  would  keep  no 
more. 

«  Of  what  nature  the  reductions  have  been, 
other  gentlemen  have  so  fully  explained,  and  I 
Mieve  it  so  generally  nnderstood,  that  it  will 
he  needless  forr  me  to  dweH  upon  it.  But  the 
ibort  of  the  case  is  this,  That  out  of  39,000 
men,  10  regiments  oidy  have  been  disbnoded, 
which  do  not  amount  to  more  than  5  or  6,000^ 
besides  a  few  invalids,  which  were  taken  from 
the  eskabli^Mnent  of  the  army  and  put  upon 
the  establishment  of  the  hospital.  So  that 
there  are  the  corps  now  subsisting  of  more 
than  $5,000  men,  which  corps  may  1^  filled  up 
to  their  entire  complement  whensoever  the  go- 
vernaient  pleases,  and  that  even  without  any 
noise  or  nntice  taken.  For  the  case  is  very 
(hflRerent  in  that  refoect,  where  the  raiments 
ire  few,  and  those  kept  complete :  There  if 
the  numbers  aNowed  by  act  of  parHameot  are 
exceeded,  it  mnst  be  by  raising  new  regiments, 
»htch  is  emsilv  teen  and  known.  But  where 
the  corps  art  kept  u|>  with  only  a  few  men  in 
them,  and  some  recruits  will  ahirays  be  neces* 
lurj  for  them,  there  if  the  government  is  wit- 
Hflg  to  be  at  the  charge,  they  may  keep  the 
oamhers  np  to  what  tbey^  please,  and  it  b  im- 
possible tn  know  when  the  parliamentary 
standard  is  exceeded  and  when  not.  Thus 
tlierefore  stands  our  account:  In  the  first 
place,  the  pahHc  is  to  pay  18,000  men ;  in  the 
next  place,  the  number  of  effective  men  is  to 
be  16,34T  :  and  if  those  are  not  saffident  to 
exercise  dominion  over  us,  yet,  in  tbe. manner 
chey  are  kept  together,  they  are  equivalent  to 
95,000 }  the  change  is  hiconsiderably  less,  and 
the  terror,  which  is  the  main  thing,  is  not  at  aH 
ihated. 

'^  For  the  takine  this  dangerous  step,  the 
Milj  justification  I  hear  genuemen  oflKer  for 
ihemeelves,  the  onl^  shelter  they  fiy  to,  b  the 
(reat  cunfidence  which  b  to  be  reposed  in  his 
(najesty'sjtist  and  graicions  intentions;  of  those 
I  wilt  entertain  no  doubt :  I  believe  hb  ma- 
jesty b  loo  good  to  be  suspected  of  any  ar- 
bicnrr  desigjas.  Bot  yet  there  is  a  general 
ttS|»doa,  WEich  I  wiH  never  be  ashamed  or 
mid  to  own;  becaose  it  b  a  suspicion  inter- 
vvoven  in  our  constitutnMi ;  it  b  a  suspicion 
upon  which  our  ^ws,  our  parliament^  andevery 
port  of  onr  government  b  founded;  which  is. 
That  too  much  power  lodged  in  the  crown,  ah- 
itrtcting  from  the  person  that  wears  it,  will  at 
iome  time  or  other  be  abused  in  the  exercise 
»f  it,  ami  can  never  long  consist  with  the  na- 
ttaal  ri^ttr  .antl  liberties  of  mankind.    And^ 


as  their  rights ;  and  it  wotdd  be  a  very  great 
and  sad  chantey  and  such  as  shaH  never  rmva 
my  consent  along  with  it»  to  make  tiiem  only 
tenants  at  will  for  them.*^ 

1*he  question  being  then  put  on  the  motion 
for  recomnutting  the  first  Resolution,  it  was  . 
carried  in  the  negative,  by  a  majority  of  175 
voices  hgainst  195 ;  and  then  the  first  Resolu- 
tion was  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  ieoond  Resolution  being  afterwards 
read  a  second  time,  a  motion  was  mad^  thai 
the  same  be  feoommittccV  w)ucb  oocaaioaed  a 
fresh  deHata* 

.  Mr^BobiBrt  WalpoUf  who  made  t^  most  rai* 
markaUe  speech,  lu^,  Tbat  by  tbe  method 
that  had  been  followed  in  tb#  reduction  of  the 
Army,  the  nation  was  put  ta  an  extraordinary 
aad  neediest  Qhar^a.  Which  be  emIeavDwed 
to  prove,  by  entering  intp  tbe  particulars  of 
the  nigiments  thai  were  kapi  standing;  shew*  ^ 
ing  the  disproportion  between  the  foot,  and  iha 
horse  and  dragoons  which  last  ware  moH 
griermis  and  appressive  to  the  conntry;  aa<l 
snggiftted,  Tbat  bv  reducing  the  avmjf  w  ano* 
iber  manner,  the  foil  nomber  of  land  wmB  al- 
ready voted  might  be  kept  ap,  and  yet  naac 
lOO^OOOi.  saved  to  tbe  nation^  besides  the  pa* 
of  general  Of&cms,  which  be  doubted  not,  all 
genueman  would  readily  acknowledge,  witk 
him,  to  be  an  unnecessary  expence.  Thb 
overture  was.  listened  to  with  great  attention, 
and  particularly  by  sir  Joseph  Jekyll,  who  being 
desirous  to  know  what  Mr.  Walpole  had  to 
propose,  to  save  so  considerable  a  sum  to  the 
nation,  declared  hb  opinion  for  recommitting 
the  second  Resohidon  above-mentioned,  which 
was  carried  without  dividing.  It  was  aho  re- 
solved. That  the  last  of  the  tnree  above-recited 
Resohitions  be  recommitted. 

Dec.  9.  The  House  resolved  itself  into  ai 
grand  committee,  to  take  into  consideration  the 
second  Resohition,  viz.  for  gran  tine  to  hb  ma^ 
jesty  the  sum  of  681,018/.  which  had  been  re^ 
committed. 

Mr.  Craggt,  who  ^poke  fimt,  said,  That  hHv-* 
ing  already  agreed  to  the  number  of  troops,  h 
was  but  natural  and  reasonable  to  grant  tbe 
sum  necessary  ^o  maintain  those  troops :  that 
the  Commons  had  never  entered  into  the 
particulars  of  the  regiments,  whether  horse, 
dragoons,  or  fcTot ;  but  contenting  themselvei 
with  fixing  the  Whale  oomber,  ^had  yfMW  left 
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the  regulating'  of  that  matter  to  the  crown ; 
aud  therefore  he  hoped  (hey  would  not  shew 
less  regaid  to  his  niajeflt^>  or  repose  less  coo- 
fideoce  in  bis  wisdom,  o(  which  they  had  seen 
so  many  iostances,  particularly  both  in  aug- 
menting and  reducing  of  the  arm  v  Mr.  Craggt 
was  seconded  by  Mr.  Aislabie,  Ivir.  Lechmere, 
Mr.  Treby,  Mr.  Yonge,  sir  Richard  Steele, 
gen.  Carpenter,  gen.  Wade,  gen.  Stanwix,  and 
others :  out  on  the  other  ^and, 

Mr.  R,  Walpole  represented,  That  the  best 
way  lor  the  Conunons  of  Great  Britain  to  ac- 
knuwledge  bis  majesty's  most  gracious  inten- 
tions, for  ^be  good  of  his  subjecu,  was  to  point 
out  to  biqi  the  meant  of  rendering  those  good 
intentions  effiectual ;  that  this  might  be  done  by 
disbandin|  or  dismoonting  eight  or  nice  regi- 
ments of  dragoons,  whereby  the  country  would 
be  eased  of  a  great  burden  and  oppression  ;  and 
that  by  thb,  and  some  other  reductions,  of 
which  he  made  mention,  a  considerable  sum  of 
money  might  be  saved  to  the  nation ;  as  well 
ashy  taking  off  the  pay  of  the  general  officers, 
and  other  useless  contingencies. 

Mr.  Wal^le  was  backed  by  sir  Joseph  Jekyll, 
]|ir  Thomas  ^anroer,  sir  William  Wyndham, 
Mr.  John  Smith,  and  sir  Thomas  Cross ;  and, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  courtiers  endeavoured 
to  shew,  either  that  the  Reductions  proposed 
were  impracticable,  or  would  not  answer  the 
end  intended  thereb? .  But  some  general  offi- 
cers liaviog  said.  That  for  their  own  parts,  if 
their  having  no  pay  could  any  way  contribate 
to  make  the  nation  easy,  thev  readily  acqui- 
esced. They  were  taken  at  tneir  words :  and 
the  question  being  put,  That  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding 650,000/.  be  granted  to  his  majesty, 
for  defraying  the  chaige  of  16347  effective  men 
for  guards  and  garrisons,  and  other  his  majesty's 
land  forces^  in  Great  Britain',  Jersey  andGuem* 
sey,  for  the  year  1718,  the  same  was  carried  in 
the  affirmative,  by  173  against.  158.  And 
this  Resolution  Was  the  next  day  reported  and 
agreed  to,  by  the  House,  without  opposition. 

Dec.  11.  In  a  grand  committee  on  ways  and 
means  to  raise  the  supply,  after  some  debfite 
upon  the  question,  whether  two  or  three  shil- 
lings in  the  pound  be  laid  upon  laud,  it  was  by 
164  votes  against  97,  carried  for  the  latter. 
There  were  great  struggles  to  save  the  odd  shil- 
ling, but  it  would  not  do  ;  for  the  next  day 
Mr.  Farrer  reported  the  resolution  of  the  com- 
mittee, which  was  agreed  to  by  the  House ;  and 
«  bill  was  ordered  to  be  brought  in  accord- 
>gly. 

Dtbate  in  tjie  Cammans  on  the  Scarciii/  of  the 
Silver^  and  on  lowering  the  Value  of  the  Gold 
CovuJ]  Dec.  99.  Mr.  Aislabie  took  notice 
of  the  great  scarcity  of  the  Silver  Species,  which 
in  all  probability,  was  occasioned  by  the  ex- 
porUtion  of  the  same,  and  the  importation  of 
gold;  and  proposed,  That  a  speedy  remedy 
might  be  put  to  that  growing  evil,  by  lowering 
the  value  of  tlie  gold  species^  He  was  seconded 
by  Mr.  Caswall,  member  for  Leominster,  one  of 
m  Sword-Blade  Company  :   but  Mr.  R.  Wal- 


pole, who  did  not  expect  sach  a  motioo^sMrf, 
This  was  a  matter  of  so  great  importance,  tkii 
it  ought  to  be  well  weighed  and  maturely  coo- 
sidered,  before  the  House  came  to  any  Bescr- 
lulioo  thereupon.''  It  was  accordii^ly  re- 
solved, 

1.  <*  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow  mora- 
ing,  resolve  itself  iuto  a  Committee  oft  be  Khcde 
House,  to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  tbe 
nation,  in  relation  to  the  Gold  aod  Silver  Coifis 
of  this  kingdom. — 2.  That  an  huinble  Addresi 
be  presented  to  bis  majesty.  That  he  wdi  be 
graciously  pleased  to  give  ddrections,  that  ibc 
Representations  made  by  the  officers  of  the 
Mint  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Trea- 
sury, in  relation  tu  tiie  Gold  and  Silver  Coins 
of  this  kingdom^  may  be  laid  beiore  tiiis 
House." 

Ordered,  That  the  Officers  of  the  Mint  do 
attend  this  House  to-morrow  morning. 

Dec.  21.  Mr.  Aislabi^  renewed  the  motion 
he  made  the  day  before,  reiatioi;  to  the  Coin, 
and  was  seconded  by  Mr.  CaswaU,*  who  made 
a  speech,  on  the  various  and  respective  values, 
which  at  different  times,  Gold  and  Silver  Coins 
have  born,  with  respect  one  to  •  the  other,  ac- 
cording to  the  plenty  or  scarcity  of  either,  and 
suggested.  That  the  over-valuation  of  gold  in  the 
current  coins  of  Great  Britain,  had  occasioned 
the  exportation  of  great  quantities  of  silver  spe- 
cies ;  and  to  that  purpose,  laid  open  a  clandes- 
tine trade,  which  of  late  years  had  been  car- 
ried on  by  the  Dutch,  Hambumbera,  and  other 
foreigners,  in  concert  with  the  Jews  aod  other 
traders  here,  which  consisted  iu  exporting 
Silver  Coins,  and  imparting  Gold  m  liea 
thereof,  which  being  coined  into  guineas  at 
the  Tower,  near  15  pence  was  got  bj  every 
guinea,  which  amounted  to  about  5  per  cent. 
aod  as  these  returns  might  be  made  five  or  six 
times  in  a  year,  considerable  sums  were  got  hy 
it,  to  the  prejudice  of  Great  Britain,  which 
thereby  wa&  drained  of  silver  and  over- stocked 
with  gold  :  concluding,  that  in  his  opinion,  the 
most  effectual  way  to  put  a  stop  to  this  perni- 
cious trade,  was  to  lower  the  price  of  guineas^ 
and  all  other  gold  species. 

This  speech  was  received  with  general  ap- 
plause, and  it  was  resolved  in  the  Grand  Cona- 
mittee,and  unanimously  agreed  to  by  the  House, 
"  That  an  Address  be  presented  to  his  majesty, 
to  issue  his  royal  Proclamation,  to  forbid  all 
persons  to  utter,  or  receive  any  of  the  pieces  of 
Gold,  called  Guineas,  at  any  greater  or  higher 
rate  than  one  and  twenty  shillings  for  each 
Guinea,  aud  to  proper tiouably  for  any  greater 
or  lesser  pieces  of  coined  Gold."  This  Address 
bein^  presented  to  his  majesty,  a  Prodamacioa 
was  issued  accordingly .-t* 


*  Mr.  Caswall  was  knighted  during  the 
Session. 

f  The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  said  Procla- 
mation : 

<<  G.  R.  Whereas  the  value  of  the  Gold* 
compared  with  the  value  of  the  Silver  la  %hm 
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Beports  made  by  sir  haac  Newton,  Master  of 
the  Mint,  concerning  the  State  of  the  Gout 
and  Silver  Coins.y  This  day,  Mr.  Lownd^ 
presented  to  the  House,  the  following  Reports, 
made  by  sir  Isaac  Newton,  roaster  of  tiie  Mint, 
concerning  the  Go(d  and  Silver  Coins : 


current  coins  oftbis  realm,  as  paid  and  received, 
is  gi^ater  in  proponion  than  the  value  of  gold  is 
to  the  value  of  silver  in  neighbouring  nations; 
and  (be  over  valuation  of  Gold  in  the  current 
coins  of  this  realm,  hath  been  a  great 
cause  of  carrying  f>ut  and  lessening  the  spe- 
cies of  the  Silver  coins  thereof,  which  is  highly 
prejadicial  to  the  trade  of  this  kinc^dom  :  And 
whereas  the  Commons  in  parliament  have,  by 
their  Address,  humbly  besought  us,  Tliat  we 
would  be  graciously  plea^d  to  is^ue  our  royal 
Proclamation,  to  forbid  all  persons  to  utter  or 
receive  any  of  the  pieces  of  Gold,  called  Gui* 
neas,  at  any  greater  or  higher  rate  than  one 
and  twenty  shillings  for  each  guinea,  and  so 
proportionably  for  any  greater  or  lesser  pieces 
of  coined  gold,  which  we  have  graciously  con- 
descended unto.  Now,  for,  and  towards  reme- 
dying the  said  evil,  we  have  thought  fit,  with 
the  advice  of  our  privy  council,  to  issue  this  our 
royal  Proclamation,  hereby  strictly  prohibiting 
all  and  every  person  and  persons  whatsoever, 
to  utter  or  receive  any  of  the  pieces  of  Gold 
Coin  of  this  kingdom,  commonly  called  Gui- 
neas, (which  in  our  mint  were  coined  only  at 
twenty  shillings  each,  but  have  been  by  our 
subjects  puid  and  received  ac  the  rate  of  one 
and  twenty  shillings  and  six  pence  each)  at  any 
greater  or  higher  rate  or  value  than  one  and 
(wet»ty  shillings  for  each  guinea,  and  so  pro- 
portionably for  the  pieces  of  gold  called  half- 
guineas,  double-guineas,  and  five  pound  pieces ; 
and  tbe  other  pieces  of  ancient  Gold  Coin  of 
this  kingdom,  which  by  their  wearing  may  be 
dimmisbed  in  their  weight,  at  any  greater  or 
higher  rate  or  value  than  as  followeth.  That  is 
to  say,  tbe  piece  of  gold  now  received  and  paid 
for  three  and  twenty  shillings  and  six  pence,  to 
be  hereafter  received  and  paid  for  three  and 
twenty  shillings,  and  no  more.  The  piece  of 
gold  now  received  and  paid  for  five  and  twenty 
shillings  and  six  pence,  to  be  hereafter  received 
and  paid  for  five  and  twenty  shillings,  and  no 
more ;  and  so  proportionably  for  smaller  pieces 
of  the  like  gold  coin  :  at  which  Rates  and 
Values  we  do  hereby  declare  -  the  said  respec- 
tive pieees  of  coined  gold  tp  be  current.  And 
we  do  hereby  strictly  charge  and  command  all 
our  lovini^  subjects  whatsoever,  that  they  do 
not  presume  to  receive  or  pay  the  gold  coins  of 
this  realn^  at  any  greater  rates  or  values  than 
tbe  rates  andvaloes  aforesaid,  upon  pain  of  our 
highest  displeasure  und  upon  pain' of  the  great* 
est  punishment  that  bv  lavf  may  be  inflicted 
upon  them  for  their  default,  negligence  and 
contempt  in  this  behalf. 

Given  at  our  Court  at  St.  James's,  tbe 
«2nd  of  December,  17  IT.  In  the 
4ih  year  of  our  reign." 


To  the  right  hon.  the  Lords  Commissioners  of 
his  Majesty's  Treasury. 

"  May  it  please  your  lordships ; 

''  In  obedience  to  your  lordships'  order  of 
reference,  of  August  12ch,  that  I  should  lay 
before  your  lordships  a  btateofthe  Cold  and 
Silver  Coins  of  this  kingdum,  in  weight  aud 
fineness,  and  the  value  of  gold  in  proportion  to 
silver,  with  my  observations  and  opinion  ;  and 
what  method  may  he  best  ibr  preventing  the 
melting  down  of  the  Silver  Coin  ;  I  humbly  re- 
present. That  a  pound  weight  troy  of  gold^ 
11  ounces  fine,  and  one  ounce  allay,  is  cut  into 
44^  guineas ;  and  a  pound  weight  of  silver, 
11  ounces  twopenny  weight  fine,  and  18  penny 
weight  allay,  is  cut  into  62  shiliiogs  ;  and,  oc« 
cording  to  this  rate,  a  pound  weight  of  fine 
gold  is  worth  15  pounds  weight  six  ounces  17 
penny  weight  and  five  grains  of  fine  silver,  reck- 
oning a  gujnea  at  ll.  U.  6d,  in  Silver-mgney ; 
hut  silver  in  bullion,  exportable,  is  usually 
worth  ^d,  or  3d,  per  ounce  more  than  in  coin  ; 
and  if,  at  a  medium,  such  bullion  of  standard- 
allay,  be  valued  at  5s.  4{d,  per  ouuce,  a  pound 
weight  of  line  gold  will  be  worth  but  14  Ih.  wt. 
11  qz.  12  dwt.  9  gr.  of  fine  silver  in  bullion  ; 
and,  at  tlii»  rate,  a  guineti  is  worth  but  to  much 
silver  as  would  moke  20s,  3d,  When  ships  are 
ladint;  for  the  East-Indiss,  the  demand  of  silver, 
for  exportation,  raises  the  price  to  6s,  6d,  or  5«. 
8d,  per  oiince,  or  above  ;  but  I  consider  not 
those  extraordinary  cases. 

"  A  Spanish  pistole  was  coined  for  32  rials, 
or  four  pieces  of  eight  riab,  usually  called  pieces 
of  eight,  and  is  of  equal  allay,  and  thesixteenth-> 
part  of  the  weight  thereof;  and  a  Doppio 
Moeda  of  Portugal  was  coined  for  ten  cmsados 
of  Silver,  and  is  of  equal  allay,  and  tbe  six- 
teenth-part of  the  weight  thereof :  Gold  is 
therefore  in  Spain  an^  Portugal  of  sixteen  times 
more  Value  than  Silver  of  equal  weight  and 
allay,  according  to  the  standard  of  those  king- 
doms; at  which  rate,  a  guinea  is  worth  3^.  Id, : 
but  this  high  prke  keeps  their  Gold  at  home, 
in  good  plenty,  and  carries  away  the  Spanish 
Silver  into  all  Europe ;  so  that  at  honie  thej 
make  their  payments  in  Gold,  and  will  not  pay 
in  Silver  without  a  premium  :  upon  the  comin(( 
in  of  a  Plate  fleet  tlie  premium  ceases,  or  is  but 
small ;  but  as  their  Silver  goes  away,  and  be- 
comes scarce,  tbe  >]irea>ium  increases,  and  is 
most  commonly  about  six  per  cent, ;  whieli 
being  abated^  a  guinea  becomes  worth  about 
SOs.  9d,  in  Spain  and  Portugal. 

*'  In  France,  a  pound  weight  of  fine  Gold  is 
reckoned  worth  15  pounds  weight  of  fine  silver : 
in  raising  or  falling  their  money,  their  king's 
edicts  have  sometimes  varied  a  little  from  this 
proportion  in  excess,  or  defect ;  but*the  varia- 
tions have  been  so  little,  that  I  do  not  bere^on- 
sider  them  t  by  the  edict  of  May  1709|  anew 
pistole  was  coined  for  four  new  lewisses,  and  it 
of  equal  allay,  and  the  fifteenth-part  of  tha 
weight  thereof,  except  tbe  Errors  of  their  mims| 
and,  by  the  same  edict,  fine  Gold  is  valued  at 
15  tioifs  it!  weight  of  fineSilm4  and,  at  thk 
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wfj^  ftfuioMit  w#rUi  20«.  8^1^  -.  I  comider 
not  here  the  couCusion  jii«de  in  the  monies  in 
France)  hy  frequent  edicts  to  send  them  to  the 
Mint,  and  gire  the  king  a  tax  oin  of  them :  I 
eousi^ler  only  the  value  of  Gold  and  Siirer  in 
^portion  to  one  another. 

«*  The  ducats  of  Hoiland,  and  Hungary,  and 
the  empire,  were  lately  current  in  Holland, 
among  the  common  people;  in  their  markets, 
Aim!  ordinary  affairs,  at  n?e  guilders  in  specie, 
and  five  stivers ;  and  commonly  changed  for  so 
much  Silver-monies  in  three-guilder  pieces  aiy) 
guilder-pieces,  as  guineas  are  with  us  for  31«. 
6d,  stening ;  at  which  rate,  a  guinea  is  worth 

**  According  to  the  rates  of  Gold  to  Silver  in 
Italy,  Germany,  Poland,  Denmark,  and  Swe- 
den, a  guinea  is  worth  about  30f.  and  7d.  6d. 
Sd.  or  4d.  for  the  proportion  varies  a  little 
#ithin  the  several  governments  in  thove  coun- 
tries. In  Sweden,  gold  is  lowest  in  proportion 
to  fttlver,  and  this  nath  made  that  kingdom, 
which  formerly  was  content  with  copper  money, 
abound  of  late  with  silver,  sent  thither  (I  sus- 
pect) for  naval  stores. 

•*  In  the  end  of  king  William's  reign,  and 
the  first  year  of  the  late  queen,  when  foreign 
iritis  abounded  in  England,  I  eaused  a  great 
many  of  them  to  ^e  assayed  in  the  mint,  and 
found  by  the  assays,  that  fine  gold  was  t«  fine 
silver  in  Spain,  Portugal,  France,  Holland, 
Italy,  Germany,  and  the  northern  kingdoms,  in 
the  proportions  above-mentioned,  errors  of  the 
IBiiits  excepted: 

*'  In  Chioa  and  Jafwn,  one  pound  weight  of 
fine  gold  is  worth  but  nine  or  ten  pounds  weight 
of  fine  silver  $  and  in  East-India  it  may  be 
woKb  twelve :  and  this  low  price  of  gold  in 
proportion  to  silver  carries  away  tfaesihwr  from 
all  Europe.       • 

^  80  tftMUj  ky  the  course  of  trade  and  ex- 
ebaoge  between  nation  and  natien  in  all  Eu- 
rope, fine  gold  is  t»  fine  silver  as  14f,  or  15,  to 
oae;  and  a'gniaea,  at  the  tame  rate,  is  worth 
between  90s,  5d,  and  90t.  8^1^ ;  except  in  ex- 
Oaordinary  cases,  as  when  a  Plate  fleet  b  just 
arrived  in 'Spain,  or  ships  are  lading  here  for 
tke  East  Indies ;  whiohcasesldonot  hereeon- 
■liderc  And  it  Appears  by  experience,  as  wdlas 
hy  rvaioD,  that  silver  flows  from  those  plaest, 
where  ks  valoe  is  lowest  in  proportioo  to  gold, 
M  froaa  Spain  to  all  Emrvpe^  and  from  cdl  £u- 
vope  to  the  East-Indies,  China,  and  Japan  ; 
mm!  that  pold  b  »ost  jilentifiil  in  those  ntacts, 
in  which  its  value  b  highest  in  proportion  to 
filver,  as  in  Spain  aa^  Englandn 

<<It  b  the  dtaoaad  for  eKtiorfeatioa  which 
ibath  raised  the  price  of  exportable  silver  aboot 
Bdi  or  ^d*  in  the  ounce  above  that  of  silver  in 
ooitr  ood  hftth  thereby  woated  a  temptation 
to  t^LfOftt  or  melt  down,  the.  silvf<r  <:«mf  rather 
than ' give iii<«  or  a«f»  more  for  fl>reigQ  silver; 
and  the  deiMund  fwi  oaportttiim  «ri8ot  from  the 
liighot  prioo  of  sil? or  m  otbor  pUoes  thao  in 
Soglana  in  proportion  to  foid;  thfK  is^  fron 
the  higher  prioo  of  gold  i»  EoiIoikI  tbao  in 
•ibecplMtiiopropoiliofttooilvir}  mA  tbeir- 


foro  naf  be  dimiaishod^  l»Jowerio|  tho  vaioe 
of  gpld  10  proportion  to  silver :  If  gold  ia  £09* 
land,  or  silver  in  East-India,  could  be  brought 
down  so  low  as  to  bear  tho  sanxe  proportioo  to 
one  another  in  both  phices,  there  would  be  hus 
no  greater  demand  ior  silver,  than  fur  ^old  ta 
be  exported  to  India ;  and  if  gold  were  lowered 
only  so  as  to  have  the  same  proportion  to  the 
silver  money  in  England  which  it.  hath  to  silver 
in  the  rest  of  Europe,' there  would  be  no  taap« 
tatipn  to  export  silver  rather  than  gold  to  any 
otlier  part  of  Europe:  A^d  to  comfttss  thiA 
last,  there  seems  nothing  more  requisite  tliaa 
to  take  off  about  104^  or  l^d,  from  the  guinea; 
ao  that  gold  may  bear  the  same  proportion  to 
the  silver  money  in  England,  which  it  ou^ht  to 
do  by  the  coarse  of  trade  and  exchange  in  Eih 
rope;  but  if  only  6d.  were  taken  off  at  present, 
it  would  diminish  the  temptaiiun  to  export,  or 
melt  down,  the  silver  coin  ;  and,  by  the  eA 
fects,  would  shew  hereafter,  better  than  can  an< 
pear  at  present,  what  further  reductkm  woold 
be  most  convenient /or  the  public. 

**  In  the  last  year  of  king  William,  the  doNare 
of  Scotland,  worth  about  4r.  Old,  were  put 
away  in  the  North  of  Elngland  for  5s  and  at 
thb  price  began  to  flow  in  upon  as:  I  gave 
notice  thereof  to  the  lords  commissioners  of  the 
treasury;  and  tliey  ordered  the  collectors  of 
taxes  to  forbear  taking  them ;  and  thereby  pot 
a  stop  to  the  miscltief. 

**  At  the  same  time,  the  lewidors  of  France, 
which  were  worth  but  seventeen  shillings  and 
three  farthingji  apiece,  passed  in  England  at 
17i.  6d.t  I  gave  notice  thereof  to  the  lords 
commissioners  of  the  treasury;  and  his  Ute 
mi^esty .  put  out  a  prodaouition,  That  they 
should  go  but  at  17 1.;  and  thereapon  they 
came  to  the  Mint ;  and  1,400/K)0/.  were  coined 
out  of  them :  and  if  the  advantage  of  .5id.  iii  a 
lewidory  sufficed  at  that  time  to  bring  into  Engi* 
land  so  great  a  quantity  of  French  money,  ami 
the  advantage  of  three  farthiogii  in  a  lewidor  to 
bring  it  to  the  mint,  the  advantage  of  Od.  halfo 
penny  in  a  guinea,  or  abovo,  may  have  been 
sufficient  to  bring  the  great  qomitity  of  imld, 
which  hath  been  coio«l  in.  these  last  fifteen 
years,  without  any  fiureigii«iWer. 

''  Some  yoars  ogo,  the  Portog»l  aoedors  were 
recfltvod  in  the  west  of  England  at  28s.  a-pioce ; 
upon  notice  from  the  mint  that  thoj  were  worth 
only  about  li7s.  Id,^  the  Lords  Coimnissiooers 
of  the  Treosory,  ordered  their  ree^vofs  of  taxes 
to  tiikc  than  at  uo  more  than  d7s.  ^.  After- 
wards many  gentleiDen  in  the  west  sent  up  to 
the  tronsory  a  petition,  that  the  receivers  might 
tike  them  a|aio  at  3^.  and  promised  to  get 
ratnms  for  this  money  at  that  rate ;  aUedgiagy 
that  when  they  went  at  $8«.  their  oouatrjr  was 
full  of  golfi,  which  they  wani^  very  aoch: 
But  tbe  commissioners  of  the  treasorv,  con- 
sidering, that  at  98s.  the  aatioB  woold  lose  &d. 
a  piece,  rejected  the  petitioo :  And  if  oa  ad- 
vantage to  themerchsint  of  5d.  in  S8s.  did  poor 
that  moosy  in  upon  us,  moob  tnort  bath  no  Ad- 
vantage to  the  merobaot  of  0^.  in^  gpmea,  or 
aboTOi  bten  ahio  to  bfiog.  iato  4bi  Miai.greit 


Digitized  by 


Google 


129]    PARL.  JIISTORT,  4  Gsoitoi L  l7\S.—tkbm  mOeStau  <fthe  Cokt.     [5J0 

Qp  the  time  of  about  six  weeks ;  and  there  have 
beeD  two  embossmentSy  and  two  poncheonsy 
made  for  the  half)>eDCey  and  one  for  the  far- 
things ;  and  now  these  are  finished,  and  som« 
die^  are  made  from  the  punclieons,  it  will  take 
np  a  little  time  to  examine  the  copperi  and 
settle  the  btet  method  of  preuaring,  sizing;  Heal- 
ing and  cleaaiog  it,  and  making  it  fit  for  tht 
Mmt ;  this  being  a  manufacture  different  firom 
that  of  coarse  copper,  and  more  diflicult,  and 
not  yet  practisea  m  England ;  and  as  soon  ai 
this  method  is  fixed,  we  shall  begin  to  coin  ia 
quantity. 
"AH  which  is  most  humbly  submitted  to  your 

lordships'  great  wisdom.    > 
Mint-Office,  Nov.  «3, 1717.        Is.  Nbwto*.'' 


^pantities  of  gold,  without  any  fore^  silver ; 
and  ma?  be  able  to  do  it  still,  till  the  cause  be 
removed. 

<*  If  things  be  let  alone  till  silver  money  be  a 
little  scarcer,  the  eold  will  fall  of  itself;  fi>r 
people  are  already  backward  to  give  silver  for 
gold,  and  will,  in  a  little  time,  r^use  to  make 
payments  in  silver  without  a  premium,  as  they 
do  ia  Spain;  and  this  premium  will  be  an 
abatement  in  the  value  of^the  gold ;  and  so  the 

3oestion  is.  Whether  gold  sImQI  be  lowered  by 
he  government,  or  let  alone  till  it  fjMls  of  it- 
self, by  the  want  of  silver  money. 

^  It  may  be  said,  that  there  are  gr^at  quanti- 
ties of  silver  in  plate  ^  and  if  the  plate  were 
coined,  there  would  be  no  want  of  silver  money : 
But  I  reckon,  that  silver  is  safer  from  exporta- 
tion in  the  form  of  plate  than  in  the  form  of 
moDey,  because  of  the  greater  value  of  the  sil-* 
ver  and  fashion  together;  and  therefore  I  am 
not  for  coining  the  plate,  till  the  temptation  to 
export  the  silver  money,  which  is  a  profit  of  3^. 
or  Sd,  an  ounce,  be  diminished ;  for  as  often  as 
men  are  necessitated  to  send  away  money  for 
answering  debts  abroad,  there  will  be  a  temp- 
tation to  send  away  silver  rather  than  gold,  be- 
cause of  tlie  profit,  which  is  almost  four  per 
cent.;  and,  fbr  the  same  reason,  foreigners  will 
choose  to  send  hither  their  gold  rather  than 
their  silver. 

"  AU  which  is  most  humbly  submitted  to  your 
lordsiiips  great  wisdom.  Isaac  Newtov. 

MintOffice,  Slst  September  1717. 

To  the  Right  Hon.  the  Lords  Commissioners  of 
his  Majesty's  Treasury. 

^  May  it  please  your  Lordships ; 

''  In  obedience'  to  your  lordships^  order  of 
reference  of  the  19th  instant,  That  an  account 
be  laid  before  jronr  lordships  of  all  the  gold  and . 
silver,  coined  in  the  last  15  years;  and  how. 
Bioch  thereof  hath  been  coined  out  of  plate 
upon  public  encouragements;  an4  what  copper 
money  bath  been  newly  coined ;  it  is  humbly 
represented,  that  since  Christmas,  1701-3,  to  the 
19th  instant,  there  hath  been  coined  in  gold 
7,137^835^  in  tale,  reckoning  44}  guineas  to  a 
pound  wei^t  troy,  and  Sli.  6d.  to  a  guinea; 
and  in  silver  323,3802.  sterling,  reckoning  Sk  3<. 
to  a  pound  weight  troy;  and  that  part  of  this 
silver,  amounting  to  143,086/.  sterling,  was 
coined  out  of  English  plate,  imported  upon 
public  Encouragement,  m  the  years  1709  and 
1711 ;  and  another  part,  amounting  to  l3,342/. 
was  coined  out  of  Vigo  plate  in  (he  years  1705 
md  1704;  and  another  part,  amounting  to 
45,733/1  was  coined  from  sUver  extracted  f^m 
our  own  lead-ore ;  and  the  rest,  amounting  to 
31,330/.  was  coined  chiefly  out  of  old  plate 
melted  down  py  goldsmiths ;  and  some  of  it  out 
of  pieces  of  eight. 

**  The  graver  of  the  Mint  has  been  hard  at 
work,  ever  since  the  last  session  of  parliameut, 
in  making  the  embossments  and  puncheons  for 
the  halfpence  and  fimhiogs,  and  taking  off  a 
few  dies  from  them :  the  makine  of  an  em- 
bossment, and  a  puadieoo,  for  baUpencei  taket 

VOL.VU.  ^  r 


This  day  both  Houses  adjourned  to  the  ISth 
«f  January*. 

January  13, 1718.  The  HouSe  of  Commons 
met,  ted  came  to  the  following  Rerolutions: 

f .  «<  That  this  House  will  not  after  the  Standard 
of  the  Gold  and  Silver  Coins  of  this  kingdom 
in  fineness,  weight,  or  denomination.  3. Resolved 
That  this  House  will,  upon  Thursday  sennight, 
resolve  itself  into  a  Comnuttee  of  the  whole 
House,  to  take  into  consideration  the  State  ot 
the  Nation,  in  relation  to  the  Gold  and  Silver 
Coins  of  this  kingdomf .'' 

Debate  in  the  Lords  an  the  State  of  the  C<nk»2 
January  16.  The  Lords  met  this  dinr,  pur- 
suant to  ^joumment.  The  prince  of"^ Wales 
went  to  the  House  of  Peers,  which  being  very 
full,  my  lord  North  and  Grey  stood  up,  and 
<<  took  notice  of  the  great  ferment  that  was  in 

•  "  It  was  generally  believed  this  adjourn- 
ment was  occasioned' by  some  measures  that 
were  then  taken,  in  order  to  reconcile  the  royal 
family,  which  not  having  the  desired  efiect,  it 
was  expected,  tlie  king  would,  on  the  day  of 
meeting,  have  come  to  the  House  of  Peers,  and 
acquainted  the  parliament  with  some  matters 
of  importance;  but  the  court  took  another 
course,  to  the  great  disappointment  of  some 
persons.'^— Tindal. 

f  **  The  lowering  the  value  of  gold,  which  ww 
thought  a  proper  expedient  to  procure  a  greater 
circulation  of  silver  species,  had,  during  the  re- 
cess, a  contrary  efiect,  either,  as  was  suppoped, 
through  the  covetousness  of  some  monied  men, 
who  hoarded  op  silver,  in  hopes  that  the  same 
would  be  raised ;  or  out  of  fear  that  ^old  would 
still  be  lowered ;  or  through  the  malice  of  the 
disaffected,  who,  by  the  same  method,  drought, 
if  not  to  distress  toe  government,  at  least  to 
raise  murmurings  against  it  among  the  common 
people,  upon  account  of  the  stop  which  was 
thereby  put  to  petty  trade.  In  order  therefore 
to  remetly  this  great  evil,  as  soon  as  the  Cooh 
mons  met,  they  came  to  a  Resolution,  *  That 
this  House  will  not  alter  the  standard  of  the 
gold  and  silver  coins  of  this  kingdom  in  fineness, 
weight,  and  denomination :  the  Lords  came  also 
to  the  same  Resolution,  and  ordered  a  bill'  to 
be  brought  in  to  prevent  the  melting  dowD  of 
the  silver  coin,''— Tindal.         ^^  , 
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the  nation* - 


-As  his  lordship  made  here  a 


small  puuse,  the  Lords  began  Co  be  very  atten- 
tive, and  sourte  in  pain,  fearing  hi&  lordship 
Would  touch  upon  matters  of  a'  high  and  nice 
nature:  but  his  lordship  soon  eased  them,  by' 
mentioning  only  the  great  Scarcity  of  Silver, 
which  occasioned  a  general  stop  of  trade,  and 
Tery  much  distressed  the  poor.  Upon  which, 
the  Lords  resolved  to  take  that  matter  into 
consideration  on  Thursday  the  23rd.* 

*  '*  About  this  time  a  design  Against  the 
kind's  life  was  discovered.  Tlie  author  of  it 
seemed  to  be  fitter  for  fiedlam  than  Nevpgate. 
His  name  was  James  Shepheard,  a  youth  of 
eighteen  years,  apprentice  to  a  eoachmaker  in 
Devonshire-street.     On  the  24th  of  January, 

,  he  came  to  tb^  house  of  Mr.  John  Leake,  a 
non-juring  clergyman,  and,  not  Ending  him  at 
Lome,  left  a  letter  widi  the  maid,  who  deli- 
vered it  to  Mr.  Leake's  daughter.  When  Mr. 
Leake  came  home,  the  letter  was  ^iven  to  him, 
who,  upon  reading  the  superscription,  found  it 
directed  for  the  reverend  Mr.  Heath ;  upon 
which  he  doubted  of  its  being  left  for  him ; 
"but  being  told  by  the  maid,  that  it  was  left  for 
bim,  and  considering  that  there  was  no  soch 
person  as  Mr.  Heath,  a  clergyman,  in  that 
neiglibourhood,  he  opened  the  letter,  and,  hav- 
ing read  it  to  himself,  told  his  maid  and  dangh- 
Ce^,  it  was  a  wicked  and  villainous  letter,  and 
then  read  it  to  them,  and  afterwards  threw  it 
into  the  fire.*  But,  upon  considering  the  mat- 
ter, and  suspecting  that  some  person  might 
have  sent  it  nith  a  design  to  get  his  house 
searched,  and  iix  an  odium  upon  him,  he  went 
to  sir  John  Fryer,  alderman,  tqe  next  morning, 
and  acquainted  him  with'tbe  mtitter.  Sir  John 
advised  him  to  secure  tho  writer  of  the  letter, 
if  he  should  call  a^in  at  his  house,  a»  it  seems 
he  had  promised  to  do.  According  to  his  pro- 
mise he  called  again  in  three  days,  when  Mr. 
Lessee  asked  him  whether  bis  name  was  James 
Shepheard,  and  if  he  had  left  a  letter  for  him 
on  the  Friday  before  ?  he  answered  in  the  af- 
£tmative;  upon  which  he  was  seized  and  car- 
ried before  sir  John  Fryer;  Shepheard  ov»ned 
to  him  the  bringing  of  the  letter ;  and  being 
asked,  if  he  bad  a  copy  of  it  ?  he  aijswered,  he 
had  no  copy  about  him  ;  but,  if  he  had  pep, 
ink,  and  paper,  he  could  soon  write  one;  which 
he  did,  and  gave  it  to  sir  John  ;  who  observing 

I  to  him^hat  he  bad  not  put  his  naihe  to  it,  he 
immediately  subscribed  it,  affirming,  that  he 
believed  it  to  be  a  true  copy  of  the  letter  he 
had  left  at  Mr.  Leake's  ;  and  tlar,  if  at  ail,  it 
differed  only  in  some  few  words;  The  copy  was 
as  follows : 

'Sir;   From  the  many  discontents  visible 

*  throughout  this  kingdom,  I  infer,  that,  if  the 
'  prince  now  reigning  could  be  by  death  re- 

*  moved,  our  king  being* here,  he  might  be 
•fettled  on  his  throne  witliout  much  loss  of 

*  blood.    For  the  more  ready  effecting  of  this, 

*  I  propose,  that,  if  any  gentleman  will  pay  for 

*  my  passage  into  Italy,  and  if  our  friends  will 

*  intrust  one  so  young  with  letters  of  invitation 


January  S3,  The  Lords  in  a  grand  com- 
mittee; took  into  consideration  the  state  of  the 
nation,  in  relation  to  the  Gold  and  Silver  coics. 

The  Lord  Bingiej/t  having  represented  ihe 
great  prejudice  that  trade  received  from  lh% 
scarcity  oi  silver,  said,  among  other  tl.ings,  it 
was  a  matter  of  wonder  a  remedy  bad  nut  sea- 
sonably been  applied  to  so  great  an  evil^  which 
had  visibly  been  growing  for  so  many  months 


*  to  his  majesty,  I  will,  on  his  arrival,  smite  tbt 

*  usurper  in  his  palace.      In  this  confusion,  if 

*  sufficient  forces  may  be  raised,  his  majesty 

*  may  appear,  if  not,  he  may  retreat  or  conceal 

*  himself  till  a  fitter  opportunity.    Neither  if 

*  it  presumptuous  to  hope,  that  this  may  sac- 

*  ceed,  if  we  consider  how  easy  it  is  to  cut  the 

*  thread  of  human  life ;  how  great  confusion 
'  the  death  of  a  prince  occasions  in  the  OQOtt 
'  peaceful   nations ;    and  how  mutJDoiis  tbt 

*  people  are,  how  desirous  of  a  change.    But 

*  we  will  suppose  ib^  worst,  that  I  am  seized, 
'and  by  torture  examined.     Now,   that  this 

*  may  endanger  none  but  myself,  it  will  be  ncf 

*  ces^ary,  that  the  gentleman,  who  defrays  my 
'  charges  to  Italy,  leave  England  before  my  de- 

*  parture ;  that  I  be  ignorant  of  his  majesty's 
'  abode ;  that  I  lodge  with  some  Whig  ;  that 
'  you  abscond  ;  and  that  this  be  communicated 

*  to^none.  But,  be  the  event  as  it  will,  I  c»n 
'  expect  nothing  less  than  a  most  cruel  death; 

*  which  that  I  may  the  better  support^  it  will 
'  be  requisite,  that^  from  mjr  arrival  till  the  at* 
'  -tempt,  I  every  day  receive  the  holy  sacra- 
'  ment,  from  one  who  shall  be  ignorant  of  the 
'  design.  ,    James  S^bphea^d.' 

"  Sir  John  Fryer  committed  him  prisoner  to 
the  Compter,  and  aft^lrwards  went  with  hia 
and  Mr.  Leake,  his  daughter  and  maid,  to  the 
earl  of  Sunderland's  office,  where  the  copy  of 
the  letter  was  produced  and  read  to  mm; 
which  he  owned  with  the  greatest  unconcern 
imaginable.  He  owned  likewise,  that,  whila 
be  was  at  school  at  Salisbury,  he  had  imbibed 
the  principles,  which  he  thep  acted  upon,  h^ 
conversation  with  his  school- fellows,  who,  ic 
the  time  of  the  rebellion  in  the  north,  wished 
the  Pretender  might  have  success,  and  was 
confirmed  in  bis  opinion  by  reading  some  pam- 
phlets he  saw  lying  on  some  book^Ders*  stalls, 
particularly,  '  A  Vindication  of  the  Bishop  of 

*  Exeter,'  and  especially  from  the  improve- 
ment of  the  words  of  St.  Paul,  *  That  persofis 

*  ought  to  be  obedient  to  th^  powers  that  were 

*  set  over  them,  although  they  were  tyrannical.' 
That  he  had  three  yea  is  ago  resolved  upon  the 
design  to  assassinate  the  king,  and  did  deto 
mine  to  put  it  in  exec^tioo,  when  opportunity 
offered.  He  was  brought  to  his  trial  on  tbt 
6th  of  March,  fot  high-treason ;  and  the  evi- 
dence against  him  was  very  strong.  Beiog 
called  upon  by  the  cpurt  to  make  his  defence, 
he  acknowledged  the  truth  of  what  had  been 
deposed  against  him ;  and  owned,  that  h< 
m^ant  it,  that  he  intended  it,  and  did  oot  think 
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agreed  to  by  the  House.  The  next  day  theilr 
lordships  resumed  ihe  consideration  of  thut  af- 
fair; aiid  afler  kario^  examined  the  otficei-s  of 
the  mint,  and  ihe  master  uud  wardens  of  tiie 
goldsmiths  company,  urdered  a  Bill  to  be 
brought  in,  '*  to  prevent  the  melting  down  of 
the  Coins  of  the  kingdom/' 


Lord  Stanhopt  answered  him,  that  the  scar- 
city of  silver  species  was  owing  to  several 
causes ;  1st,  The  encreasiug  luxuiy^  in  relation 
to  sihrer  plat^.  9ndly,  To  the  vast  exports  of 
huilion  and  other  plate  to  the  Ea^t  Indies. 
And  Sdly,  To  the  clandestine  trade  that  had 
lately  been  carried  on,,  of  exporting  silver  and 
importing  gold  to  and  from  I»>lland,  Gennany, 
and  other  parts.  To  prove  these  particulars 
Lis  lordship  produced  several  papers,  and, 
among  the  rest  a  scheme  drawn  up  by  Henry 
Martin^  esq.  inspector  general  of  rh6  exports 
and  itnport)  at  the  custom  house,  whereby  it 
appeared,  that  in  the  3^ear  17  IT,  the  Enst  India 
company  had  exported  near  three  millions  of 
ounces  of  silver,  which  far  exceeds  the  imports 
of  bullion  m  that  year ;  it  necessarHy  followed, 
that  vast  quantities  of  silver  species  roust  h^ive 
been  melted  down,  both  to  make  op  that  ex- 
port, and  to  supply  silver-smiths.  His  lordship 
added,  that  it  was  impossible  for  those  in  the 
administration  to  remedy  this  evil,  without  the 
interposition  of  the  parliament ;  and  as  for  the 
trade  of  exporting  si1\er,  and  importing  gold  in 
lieu  of  it,  which  encreased  the  scarcity  of  the 
first,  the  most  effectual  method  that  could  be 
thought  of  to  prevent  it,  bad  been  td  ready 
used,  viz.  the  lowering  the  price  of  gold,  which 
would  not  have  failed  to  have  in  great  mea- 
sure, produced  the  desired  effect,  but  for  the 
covetousness  of  some,  or  the  malice  of  others, 
who,  by  hoarding  up  silver,  thought  either  to 
make  considerable  gains,  or  to  distress  the  go- 
vernment :  so  that,  upon  the  whole  matter,  no 
fauh  could  be  foumi  upon  this  score  with  the 
managers  of  his  miyesty's  treasury ;  but  that, 
on  the  contrary,  it  might  to  their  praise  be  ob- 
served, that  the  public  credit  never  ran  so  high 
ia  any  other  hands,  since  the  government 
could  now  borrow  great  sums  at  S^  per  cent. 

The  Earl  of  .Oxford  answered  the  lord  Stan- 
hope, and  made  some  reflections,  whicli  the 
other  returned  very  smartly.  Thoiigh  the  Wrd 
viscount  Townshend,  the  lord  Coningsby,  and 
some  other  peers,  spoke  also  on  this  occasion, 
vet  their  lordships  came  that  day  to  no  Reso- 
lution ;  but  the  farther  consideration  of  that 
matter  bein^  put  od  tilt  Saturday  the  36th  of 
January.  It  was  on  that  day  resolved,  **  That 
no  alteration  should  be  made  iu  the  standard 
of  the  Gold  and  Silver  Coins  of  this  kingdom, 
in  fineness,  weight'  or  denomination  ;^  which 
riesolution  was,  on   the  97  th,  reported  and 


tliere  was  any  harm  in  it,  or  any  guile  in  the 
fact,  if  committed.  Upon  this  he  was  con* 
demued,  and  executed  at  Xyburn,  being  at- 
tmded  by  Mr.  Orme,  a  non-juring  clergyman, 
who  absolved  him  at  the  gallows,  and  was  tup- 
posed  to  have  penned  his  speech ;  which  being 
an  iovective  against  the  king,-  the  government 
Jid  not  think  proper  to  allow  it  to  be  printed  ; 
sod  Mr.  Orme  was  taken  into  the  custodj^  of  a 
meiseDger.  Orme  was  frequently  examined ; 
but,  at  nothing  appeared,  upon  which  it  was 
Mgtd  proper  to  bring  him  to  a  trial^  he  was 
It  last  t«CM  liberty."    Tiadal. 


Debate  in  the  Commons  concerning  the  Half' 
PayQfficert,]  January  22.  The  House  of  Com- 
mons, in  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  con-' 
sidered  further  of  the  Supply,  and  particularly  in 
relation  lo  the  Half-Pay  of  Uie  reduceii  (iai- 
ceps. 

Mr.  Hutchcson,  whd  had  already  prepared 
the  minds  of  the  assembly,  by  causing  his  hook 
of  Abstracts  and  Observations,  to  be  dibtri- 
buted  gratis  to  most  of  the  members,  made  use 
of  his  own  lucubrations  und  remarks  to  shew, 
Thi^t  the  Lists  of  Half-Pay  we.e  charged  witli 
many  officers  who  had  no  tight  to  it;  and  was 
powertully  supported  by 

Mr.  Robert  Walpole,  who,  in  partipular,  ex- 
cepted  against  tlie  allowhig  Halt-Pay  here,  to 
the  officers  of  the  1$  regiments  lately  reduced 
iu  Ireland. 

Mr.  Crug^t  answered  those  two  venrlemeii 
«vitb  a  great  deal  of  vivacity,  and  as  much 
strength  of  reason  as  the  nature  of  the  <>everal 
particulars  ol»jected  against  would  admit  or; 
And  because  it  was  suggested  by  Mr.  Walpole, 
That  he  had  not  been  long  in  bis  offire ;  Mr. 
Craggs  readily  owned,  That  he  could  not  hoast 
of  so  much  ^perience  in- affairs  as  a  certain 
gentletnan ;  bat  this  he  was  sure  of,  that  though 
a  novice,  he  would,  ten  years  hence,  be  of  the 
same  opinion  be  was  of  at  present,  and  not 
Imitate  them  who'  changed  theirs,  as  they  were 
in  or  out  of  place.    Hereupon 

Mr.  Walpole,  who  could  not  but  perceive 
that  tliisbott  wa» levelled  at  him,  appealed  to  the 
assembly.  Whether,  while  he  had  the  hon<?ur 
to  be  in  the  employment,  he  had  not  declared 
his  opinion  as  freely  as  he  did  at  present,  par- 
ticularly in  relation  to  the  matter  now  before 
them?  Mr.  John  Smith,  sir  Henry  Bunbury, 
and  sir  William  Wyndham,  s&pported  Mr. 
Walpole,  and  all  of  them  did  justice  to  the 
Officers  who  had  served  their  country  in.  the  two 
last  wars;  excepting  only  against  the  abuse 
which  had  been  made  of  the  nKtioaal  bounty,  in 
granting  Ualf-Pay  to  those  that  did  not  deserve 
it.  On  the  other  hand,  Mr.  A islabie,  colonel 
Bladen,  sir  Charles  Hotham,  sir  Richard  Steele^ 
general  Wadt,  Mr.  Lowndes,  aud  btrveral  others, 
supported  Mr.  Craggs;  and 

Mr.  Boscawen,  said,  That,  in  bfs  opinion,  the 
Officers  who  had  lately  served  agninsc  the  ri^beli 
in  Scotland,  and  in  the  north  and  \vc;>tof  Eng- 
land,'had  no  leas  merited  than  tbo^e  who  had 
served  man/'year«  in  foreign  wars,  »ince  by 
suppressing  a  most  unnatural  and  detestnble 
rebellion,  they  had  delivered  their  country  Iroiu 
its  most  dangerous  enemies.'  But  though  the 
court  party,  instead  of  about  130,S61/.  to  which 
the  list  of  Half-Pay  for  1718  amounted,  >vould 
have  b€to  &»ote&ted  with  llO^OOO/.  yet  a  mo* 
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tion  being  ma  demand  the  question  put,  That  the 
chairmaii  kave  the  cbmr,  it  was  carried  in  cbe 
affirmative^by  136  voioos  against  M8, 

Jan,  2i.  The  Uooae  went  into  a  grand  com- 
mittee to  consider  Jiirther  of  t!ie  Supjily;  parti- 
cularly in  relation  to  Half-Pay;  and  Mr.  Hutcbe- 
soii  and  Mr.  vVa>;^^>]e  chiofTu  in  visited,  That  the 
Officers  pf  the  13  regiments  reduced  io  Ireland, 
ought  to  have  been  placed  on  the  establishment 
of  that  kingdom. 

The  Lord  Viseoant  Broderickf  (lord  Chancel- 
lor for  Ireland),  endearoored  to  justify  the 
ministry  rfiere,  aird  represented  how  hard  the 
case  of  those  offibers  would  be>  if  they  were 
struck  off  the  English  establishment. 

Mr.  Walpole  replied,  That  it  was  matter  of 
flurprixe,  that  an  end  had  been  put  to  the  session 
of  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  without  making* 
provision  for  the  said  officers. 
'  After  this,  it  was  agreed  to  strike  dff  the  List 
of  Hulf-Pav  all  the  minors  under  16 ;  several 
Warrant  Officers,  the  officers  of  the  13  re^- 
ments  reduced  io  Ireland,  and  the  chaplains  not 
provided  for.  Notwithstanding  which,  the 
courtiers  still  demanded  115,000/.  for  the  List 
of  Half-Pay ;  but  the  farther  consideration  of 
that  matter  was  j^ut  off  to  the  next  da^. 

Jan.  25.  The  Commons  went  again  hito  a 
committee  of  the  whole  House  aon  the  Supply, 
and  the  courtiers  renewed  the  demand  of 
115,009/.  for  the  List  of  Ualf-Pay.  .  On  the 
other  h^d,  the  opposite  party  were  for  reducing 
that  sum  to  80,000/«  But  Mr.  Walpole  having 
proposed  94,000/.  the  snme  was  readily  accepted 
on  both  sides. 

Then  Mr.  Freeman  moved,  "  That  the  va- 
cancies ih  the  Guards  should  be  supplied  by 
Half-Pay  Officers :"  But  the  question  being  put 
thereupon,  it  was  carried  in  the  negative  by  164 
voices  against  ]  56. 

Mr.  Farrer  immediatelv  reported  to  the 
Hoti^,  *<  That  the  oommitiee  had  directed 
htm  to  move,  and  it  was  accordingly  resolved. 
That  an  hunJile  Address  be  presented  to  his 
majesty,  that  all  vacancies  wjnch  shall  happen 
in  the  troops  upon  the  British  establishment, 
be  supplied  by  Half-Pay  Officers,  or  Officers 
reduced,  in^  Great  Britain,  of  the  same  rank, 
except  in  the  horse  and  foot-guasds,  and  horse- 
grenadiers." 

The  King^s  I^esMge  on  being  chtuen  Gcrvemcr 
(^  the  Sou th  Sea  Company.  ]  February  1 .  Mr. 
Comptroller  acquainted  the  Conunons,  Thai  he 
bad  a  Message  to  this  Hous^,  signed  by  his  Ma* 
jesty ;  and  he  presented  the  same  Co  the  Hottse, 
as  follows : 
"  O.  K. 

<<  His  MajestT  bavins  received  ft  very  dutiful 
^  Address  from  the  Soutn  Sea  Company,  That 
be  would  be  graciously  pleased  to  permit  him- 
self to  be  elected  Governor  of  the  said  €^m- 
piiny ;  and  his  Majesty  being  willing  to  conde- 
scend thereto,  recommends  it  to  this  House,  to 
consider  of  proper  methods  to  remove  any  diffi- 
culties that  may  arise  on  that,  occasion/' 

ilereupoii  it  was  ordered|   That  kavo  be 


given  tt>  bring  ina  'KU  to  Enable  bisMi^esty  to 
be  Goveroorof  the  South  Sta  Company  :*  Wl»oh 
bill  was  accordingly  immediate^  brought  iB| 
read  twice,  engrossed,  read  the  third  tisM^ 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Lords;  who,  the  ssnt 
day,  r«sd  it  three  times^  and  concuircd  in  it 
without  any  aoiendment.  On  the  fellawtng  day, 
his  M^csty  came  to  the  House  of  Pern,  and 
gave  his  assent  to  the  said  Bill.* 

Debate  in  the  Commom  on  the  Mutiny  Bill] 
Feb.  4.  The  Coounons  patoff  the  call  of  their 
House  till  thatda^  sennight,  and  the  order  of 
the  day  being  reao^  ^^^  (be  House  to  resolve  it* 
self  into  a  Grand  Committee,  upon  the  'Bill 

*  for  regulating  the  Forces  to  be  continued  in  his 

*  majesty's  service,  and  for  the  payment  of  the 
^said  Forces,  and  their  quarters,  and  for  po- 

*  nishiog  Mutiny  and  Desertion  :'  The  Serjeant 
at  Arms  was  ordered  to  go  with  the  mace  into 
Westminster-ball  and  courts  there,  and  court 
of  requests,  and  other  places  adjacent,  aad 
summon  the  members  there  to  attend  the  ser* 
vice  of  the  House ;  and  he  went  accordingiy : 
and  being  returned,  it  was  ordered,  **  That  it 
be  an  instruction  to  the  said  Committee  of  the 
whole  House,  That  they  have  power  tfi  receiie 
a  Clause,  to  take  away  unreasonable  proteo* 
tions  of  soldiers  from  their  just  creditor^  sad 
also  to  prevent  unjust  or  fhuufolent  aroesU 
upon  them."  Then  the  House,  which  was  mors 
numerous  than  Imd  been  known  for  many  jescs 
past,  resolved  itself  into  a  grand  coounittcs, 
of  which  Gyles  Erie,  esq.  was  chosen  chainaan, 
a  gentleman  of  bright  parts,  and  equally  well 
versed  hi  civil  and  military  afiaiss.  Afler  th* 
reading  of  the  Bill  ia  question,  and  of  the  Artir 
desofWar, 

Mr.  Hmtchemn  Soscepted  against  the  chiass^ 
enacting,  "  That  k  shall  be  and  mav  be  lawfol 
to  and  for  Coarts  Martial  to  punish  Mntinv  and 
Desertion  with  death;*'  urging,  that  a  Conrt 
Martial  was  never  allowed  of  in  y«ngiBnd  in  a 
time  of  peace,  as  being  inconsistent  with  tbs 
rights  and  liberties  of  a  free  people;  and 
moved,  **  That  the  offences  committed  by  the 
soldiery  be  cognizable  and  punished  1>y  tbs 
civil  magistrate." 

Sir  WflUam  Thompson  answered  Mr.  Hatcbe- 
son,  and  the  latter  was  seconded  by 

Mr.  Auditor  Harley^  who,  to  shew  the  danger 
of  a  standing  army,  governed  by  martial  law,  • 
quoted,  with  great  commendation,  a  book  writ- 
ten some  years  ago  by  a  noble  member  of  that 
House,  entitled,  ^  An  Account  of  Denmark.' 
Hereupon  ^ 

■  •      ■  ii  I   ■«■  * 

*  '<  As  every  thing  is  influenced  by  party  in 
England,  the  Whigs  of  the  company  bad  foroed 
their  plan,  to  chnse  under  the  king  Mr.  Samuel 
Shepherd  and  sir  Theodore  Jansen :  but  the 
Tones  laid  their  measures  so  well,  that  sir  James 
Bateman,  one  of  that  party,  was  elected  sab- 
governor,  by  a  majority  of  993  against  6CN^  aad 
ttie  Whigs  were  forced  to  be  satisfied  with 
chusing  Mr.  Shepherd  fbr  deputygoveraor.*^ 
Tindal. 
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Tlie  Lord  Mole$»orth,  tU  author  of  thak 
booky  endesFOured  to  sliew,  that  this  was  not  a 
parailat  case;  chat  the  psesent  posture  of  af- 
fairs in  Grcat-Britaia  was  vastly  different  from 
the  state  of  thiog»iD  Denmark  at  that  juoctore ; 
and  that  the  Ccniinocis  hariog  already  declared 
it  necessary  lo  maintain  staodilng  forces^  it  was 
no  less  aecessary  to  keep  those  Ibices  within 
the  boinds  of  doty  and  discipHne,  by  the  ordi- 
nary rules  of  martial  law,  as  was  ever  practised 
in  all  civilised  nations. 

Sir  Gilbert  Heathoote  having  backed  the 
lord  Molesworthy 

Mr.  Hnngerfiird,  with  bis  uemtl  joeuhur  wi^, 
siiidy  he  remembered  a  remarkable  passage  in 
the  History  of  the  Revobtions  in  Sweden, 
which  was,  that  one  Buae,  a  rich  burgher  or 
alderman  of  Stockholm,  who  had  much  con- 
tributed to  the  keeping  up  a  staochn^  Mrtny* 
was  the  first  that  was  hanged  by  martial  law. 
General  Lomley,  and  some  others,  were  of  Mr. 
Hotcheson's  opmion ;  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
sir  Joseph  Jekyll  was  for  keeping  ap  the  mar- 
tial law,  at  least  a  year  longer.  But  the  main 
b^nt  of  the  dispute  fell  between  Mr.  Cragffs> 
Secretary  at  War,  and  Mr.  Robert  Walpole, 
who  said  all  that  the  subject  conld  bear,  on 
either  side;  but  who,  in  the  heat  of  argn* 
ment,  could  not  forbear  letting  drop  some  sharp 
reftecnons.  After  they  had  done  speaking, 
which  was  about  6  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
some  otl^er  members  made  speeches  for  and 
against  the  motion  in  agitation ;  and  as  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Dutchy  had  hitherto  been 
silent,  the  court-pftrty  looked  upon  the  success 
of  this  aiTuir  as  very  dcvibtful.    But, 

Mr.  heehmere  spoke  with  his  usnal  eloquence 
and  weight;  and,  among  other  particuliars,  con- 
fated  what  Mr.  Walpole  had  advanced,  That  a 
Coart-Martial,  in  time  of  peace,  was  altogether 
unknown  in  England :  ^hewing  to  the  ^con- 
trary, that  the  Court  of  Admiralty,  which  is 
allowed  in  times  of  peace  as  well  as  of  war,  has 
an  equal  power  in  relation  to  seamen,  with  a 
Court  Martial  in  relation  to  soldiers. 

At  last,  about  eight  in  the  evening,  the  ques- 
tion being  put.  That  the  Clause  relating  to  the 
puDishmeot  of  Mutiny  and  Desertion  should 
stdod  as  expressed  in  the  Bill,  the  same  was 
carried  in  the  affirmative  by  a  minority  of  247 
<^;ainst  229 ;  so  that  there  were  476  members 
in  the  House,  besides  thr^  Whigs  aiid  six  %r 
seren  Tories,  who  happened  to  be  Cutout  when 
the  question  was  put  *. 

Feb.  18.  The  engrossed  Bill,  <  For  punishing 
'  Mutiny  and  OeMrtion,'  &c.  was  read  the 
tbird  time,  and  the  question  beiop  put,  That  the 
■eiii  Bill  do  pats,  it  was  carried  m  the  affirma- 
tire  by  186  voices  against  105 :  This  great  ma- 


\  *"  The  Abbot  da  Bois  (the  French  minister) 
)wnBg  desired  to  be  an  ocular  witness  of  this 
^portant  debate,  he  wals  admitted,  im€ognUof 
into  the  ifouse  of  Commons ;  a  faaonr  which, 
^  day,  was  veAuad  t^  itTtiai  British  peers.'' 


jofity  waa  ascribed  in  Mr.  Wfllpole's  voting 
with  the  comtiers,  and  hh  having  decUred  tp 
bis  friends.  That  though  in  the  debact:  about 
this  bill,  he  was  for  ht^vin^  Mminy  aitd  Deser- 
tion puaished  by  the  cml  fnaeittmte^  vet  he 
had  rather  these  eri[ci«s  should  be  puni^t^  by 
Buirtial  law,  than  not  punished  at  aU. 

Debaie  in  the  1 ..  ...^  Mutiny  BilL] 

Feb.  12.  Aa  engrossed  bill  from  the  Com- 
mons, for  punishing  Mutiny  and  Desertion,  and 
for  the  better  payment  of  the  Army  and  their 
quartern^  being  read  the  first  time, 

Lord  Stanhope  said,  That  he  wished  the  same 
might  be  thoroughly  canvassed  and  examined 
in  a  full  House;  for  he  was  not  like  some  pec- 
sons  that  changed  their  opinion^  according  as 
they  were  ia  or  out  of  place. 

The  Duke  ofArgyfe  taking  this  reflection  to 
be  levelled  against  him,  smartly  answered, 
That  for  his  own  part,  he  followed  the  ministry 
when  he  thought  they  were  in  the  right;  but 
went  a  contrary  way,  if  he  thought  fSey  went 
astray.  This  skirmish  being  over,  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill  was  put  off  till  the  Tuesday 
following;  and  the  next  day  it  was  resolved  to 
address  his  majesty,  that  tbie  AYticles  of  War, 
and  other  Papers  relating  to  discipline  and  pay- 
ment  of  the  army,  might  be  laid  befoi'e  the  House. 

Feb.  18.  The  said  Bill  was,  according  to 
order,  rdad  a  second  time,  la  a  very  foil  Houses 
and  a  nK>tion  being  made,  That  the  Bill  be 
committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House ; 
the  same  occasioned  a  great  debate. 

The  £arl  of  Oxford  spoke  first,  and  8ai<^ 
That  as  long  as  he  had  breath,  he  would  speak 
for  the  liberties  of  the  country ;  and  that  he 
was  not  only  against  this  bill,  because  he 
thought  a  martial  court  inconsbtent  with  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  Englishmen,  but  also 
against  the  keeping  up  so  great  a  number  of 
forces;  which  neing  altogether  useless  in  a 
time  of  profound  peace,  could  not  but  raise  just 
iq>prehensions.  tnat  something  was  intended 
against  oor  halpy  and  ancient  constitution. 

The  Lord  Stanhope  answered.  That  the  Wh- 
tion  has  the  happiness  to  be.  governed  by  a 
prince,  who,  since  his  accession  to  the  throne, 
has  convinced  every  body,  that  he  desires  na 
more  troops  than  what  are  absolutely  necessary 
for  the  safety  and  tpaaqcullity  of  his  dominieDs; 
that  whoever  will  impartially  consider  the  pre- 
sent circumstances  oi  aAurs,  must  own,  that 
the  number  of  troops  that  are  kept  on  foot  is 
very  small ;  that  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  the 
Pretender  has  a  great  many  firiends  both  at 
home  and  abroad,  who  watch  all  opportunities 
to  foment  and  take  advantace  of  our  intestine 
divisions :  that  on  the  other  hand  Great  Britain 
stands  guarantee  for  the  neutrality  of  italjiv 
which,  is  now  threatened  with  aninmsion :  and 
therefore  \t  wae  matter  of  pmdenct,  as  well  as 
of  necessity,  to  keep  up  a  competent  fi>rce^  both 
to  suppress  any  insurrection  at  home,  or  to  re- 
pel any  insult  from  abroad ;  and  to  mak^  good 
our  engagements  for  maintaining  the  vepose  of 
Borope*    Uereapoo^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


5S9]      PARL  history^  4  Gboam  I.  17 1  S.^Debate  in  ike  House  of  Lords      [5M 


The  'EmA  ^of  Straffifrd  uid,  He  was  sur- 

1>rized  to  hear  that  so  great  a  mioister  as  the 
ord  who  spoke  last,  was  not  better  acquainted 
with  some  matters  of  Mt ;  but  that  he  thought 
himself  obliged  to  inform  the  House,  that  by 
Che  Treaty  concluded  and  signed  at  Utrecht  in 
March  1713,  between  the  ministers  of  Great 
Britain  and  France,  the  late  queen,  of  glorious 
inemory,  was  guarantee  for  the  neutrality  of 
Italy,  and  the  islands  in  the  Mediterranean, 
only  during  the  evacuation  of  Catalonia,  and 
till  the  conclusion  of  a  general  peace  t  for  the 
truth  of  whichi  his  lordship  appealed  to  his 
colleague  in  that  negotiation,  the  lord  bishop 
of  London.  He  added.  That  since  that  time, 
the  state  of  things  was  quite  altered,  and  those 
in  the  ministry  could  best  tell^  what  engage- 
menu  had  been  entered  into,  either  with  the 
emperor  or  Erance.    Hereupon, 

The  Lord  North  and  Grey  ^d,  It  were  ne-' 
Cessary  to  know  the  contents  of  those  new 
Treaties,  and  therefore  Aioved  to  address  bis 
majesty,  tl^at  the  same  might  be  laid  before  the 
House, — Which  address  was  agreed  to,  but  was 
nover  presented 

The  Duke  of  Argyle,  who  backed  the  earl  of 
Oxford,  said|  among  other  things,  That  besides 
the  16,000  and  odd  menof  reeular  troo^,  there 
was  another  considerable  body  maintained 
under  the  denomination  of  Invalids,  and  that 
they  outlet  to  inquire  into  their  numbers^apd 
where  teey  were  quartered.    To  which 

Lord  Cado^an  answered.  He  knew  of  no  in- 
valids but  such  as  were  in  Chelsea  College^  or 
in  the  neighbourhood. 

After  this,  upon  a  motion  of  the  duke  of 
Buckingham,  that  the  Bill  be  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  Iluuse  »he  Thursday 
next ;  it  was  carried  without  dividing. 

Accordingly,  on  that  day  the  order  oi  the 
day  was  read,  for  the  House  to  go  in^o  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whule  House  upon  the  said  Bill, 
^but  the  opposers  of  the  Bill  being  apprehensive 
that  the  ceurt  party  were  stronger  in  voices, 
and  weaker  in  Proxies,  (which  are  ulioweil 
only  in  a'House)'ifendeavoured  to  stave  otf  the 
Bill  before  it  went  into  a  committee.  In  order 
thereto  the  lord  Trevor  moved.  That  it  be  an 
instruction  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House,  to  whom  the  said  Bill  was  committed. 
That  they  do  provide,  that  no  punishment  shall 
be  inflicted  at  any  court  martial,  which  shall 
extend  to  life  or  limb.  Lord  Trevor  was  an- 
swered by  the  lord  Stanhope,  Timt  such  a 
clause  would  render  the  Bill  iuetfectual,  banish 
all  manner  of  discipline  from  the  army,  and 
consequently  render  it  entirely  useless.  There- 
upon there  arose  a  warm  debate^  which  lasted 
iirom  two  till  seven  in  the  evening ;  in  which 
lord  Trevor,,  lord  Binj^ley,  earl  of  Anglesea, 
duke  of  Argyie,  earl  Jrouiet,  lord  North  and 
Grey,  duke  of  BuckiuKham,  earl  of  Cholmon- 
deley,  lotd  llarcourt,  lord  Townsbend,  earl  of 
Abingdon,  and  earl  of  Hay  spoke  against  the 
IMI;  lord  Stanhope,  earl  of  Sunderland,  lord 
<;iisioW|dulc  cf  Newcastle,  lord  Compgibj, 


lord  Cowper,  lord  Cadogan,  «nd  lord  Carteret 
for  it. 

Tlie  Earl  o^  Anglesea  endeavoured  to  shew, 
That  so  numerous  a  force  as  was  allowed  by 
this  Bill  to  be  maintained  in  time  of  peace, 
was  not  only  dangerous  in  itself  to  a  free  na- 
tion, but  was  yet  rendered  more  dangeroosy  by 
their  beiog  got emed  by  martial  law,  a  law  un- 
known to  our  constitution,  destructive  of  oar 
liberties,  and  not  endured  by  our  ancestor}. 
His  lordship  was  answered  by 

The  Earl  of  Sunderland^  who  urged.  That 
among  the  ancient  Romans,  tbe  wisest  people 
in  tbe  world,  and  the  greatest  lovers  aiKi  as- 
sertors  of  public  liberty,  martial  laws  and  dis- 
cipline were  invigorated  by  decrees  of  che  senate, 
aiid  were  in  force  in  timis  of  peace  as  well  as 
in  times  of  war. 

The  Duke  of  Argyie  replied.  That  it  was 
much  better  to  attend  doraesiic  than  forego 
examples^  and  then  shewed  by  several  instances, 
drawn  from  the  history  of  Great  Britain,  that 
a  standing  army  in  th^  time  of  peace  was  ever 
latai,  eitMr  to  the  prince,  or  to  the  nation. 

The  Ii)rd  Onshw  said  thereupon.  That  tlu^se 
who  are  vested  with  the  legislative  power  ought 
not,  on  all  occasions,  to  govern  themselves  by 
precedents,  but  rather  by  the  present  situation 
of  affairs,  because  it  is  very  ditlicult  to  find  ex- 
amples perfectly  agreeing  with  the  various  cir- 
cumstances of  times:  that,  in  his  opinion, the 
number  of  troops  which  the  Commons  bad 
thought  fit  to  keep  standing,  was  abMlotdy 
necessary  foe  the  security  and  safety  botb  o( 
the  government  and  nation ;  and  tbaenpon  it 
was  no  leas  necessary  to  make  a  law,  to  keep 
that  army  within  th^  rules  of  duty  and  diwa- 
pline,  unless  they  would  render  useless  those 
very  forces  which  must  be  owned  to  be  neces- 
sary. 

The  Earl  Foulet  enforced  wliat  had  already 
beeu  suggested,  about  tlie  danger  of  a  atandiag 
army  made  suf»ject  to  martial  Uw. 

Ttie  Duke  of  Newcastle  maintained  on  the 
contrary.  That  the  forces  now  on  foot  were 
necessary  both  for  tbe  support  of  the  govero*- 
ment,  and  the  protection  of  our  allies ;  that 
their  lordships  ought  ta  consider,  that  wlien  the 
late  HebeJlion  broke  oat,  we  had  double  tbt 
number  of  regular  troops,  andj;ettbe  govern* 
inent  was  obliged,  not  only  to  send  for  some 
regiments  from  Ireland,  but  also  for  a-  body 
of  auxiliary  rmops  from  Holland ;  and  that 
since  the  said  forces  were  necessary,  the  bill  m 

?|uestion,  which  was  only  to  render  them  use* 
ul,  was  no  less  necessary.       ; 

The  Lord  North  and  Grey  said.  That  behrt 
the  noble  peer  who  spoke  last  was  born,  be  bad 
seen  tbe  time,  when  the  nation  was  in  danger  of 
losing  their  liberties  by  a  Standing  Armv;  s>Mi 
then  his  lordship  endeavoured  to  shew,  that  the 
power  of  life  and  death,  which  by  this  biU  was 
given  to  a  court  martial,  was  UBoecessanr,  on- 
usual,  and  oi\jost.— It  b^ng  then  about  five  is 
tbe  evening, 

Tbe  Duke  of  BucJanf^kam  told  their  lord- 
shipsi  That  in  his  opinion,  a  gre^t  deal  of  tkut 
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bad  bjeen  spent  to  little  purpose  :  for,  if  their 
lordships  wouM  enter  regular^  opon  the  merits 
of  this  bill,  tbey  ought  to  be  in  a  committee^ 
where  every  lord  would  have  an  opportunity  to 
speak  as  often  as  he  thought  fit.  Notwitb- 
iUHdiiig  this,  the  debate  still  continued,  and 

The  Lord  Httrcourt  urged,  That  the  parlia- 
ment, wbicb  is  the  representative  of  the  whole 
nation,  were  ever  extreme  jealous  of  the  legis- 
lature power, 'with  which  they  are  vested ;  and 
that  the  Lords,  in  a  particular  manner^  ought  to 
be  tender  of  it,  because  it  is  a  branch  of  their 
prerogative  to  be  the  supreme  court  of  judica- 
ture ;  but  that  by  tiiis  bill,  whereby  the  king 
was  enabled  to  establish  courts  martial,  with 
power  to  try  and  determine  any  offences  spe- 
cified in  the  Articles  of  War,  the  parliament 
vested  a  sole  legislative  power  in  the  crown, 
which  was  communicated  and  delegated  to  a 
council  of  war  :  That  this  bill  sets  aside  all 
other  laws,  both  civil  and  ecclesiastical,  in  re- 
lation to  the  soldiery  ;  and  gives  courts  rnartial 
a  larger  jurisdiction  than  seemed  necessary  for 
maintaiiring  discipHne  in  the  army,  such  juris- 
diction extending  not  only  to  mutiny,  desertion, 
■nd  breach  of  duty,  hut  also  to  all  immoralities, 
aud  other  offences,  which  might  be  committed 
by  any  officer  or  soldier,  towards  any  of  his 
feilaw  subjects^  whereby  the  law  of  the  land 
might  either  be  obstructed  or  superseded  by  a 
court  martial :  that  the  officers  constituting  a 
court  martial  did,  at  once,  supply  the  place  of 
judges  and  jurymen,  and  might  therefore  to  be 
upon  their  cieth,  upon  theii*  trying  any  offence 
whatsoever ;  whereas  it  is  provided  by  this 
bill,  that  tbey  shall  be  sworn  upon  their  trying 
such  offences  only  as  are  punishable  by  death. 
That  mardal  courts  assume  to  themselves  an  ar- 
bitrary and  onpr^ecedented  authority,  of  which 
tliey  had  a  fresii  remarkable  instance,  an  en- 
sign of  the  guards  having  been  sentenced  to 
death  wkbout  being  iieard,  which  was  contrary 
10  Magua  Charta,  and  to  the  birth-rights  and 
privileges  of  Englishmen  ;  and  therefore  they 
ought  to  restrain  eo  dangerous  a  power. 

The  lord  Harcourt  was  supported  by  lord 
viscount  Townsbend,  but  was  opposed  by  the 
lord  Coningsby. 

Lord  C^per  said,  That  \\h  had  maturely 
considered  the  affaif  now  in  agitflftion,  not  as  a 
person  in  a  ptrblic  station,  but  as  a  private,  un- 
prejudiced nan  ;  and  tlmt  he  was  convinced 
m  judgment  and  conscience,  that  it  '\%  necessary 
both  for  the  support  of  the  present  happy  es^a> 
blishment,  aud  the  security  of  the  nation,  to 
keep  up  the  forces  now  on  foot :  and  thnt  he 
was  confirmed  in  this  opinion,  hy  considering 
what  thoughts  the  Pretender  aud  his  friends 
had  of  this  matter,  and  reflectinu,  that  they 
have  nothing  more  at  heart,  than  to  procure  the 
disbanding  oif  those  ^ces^tlnit  have  suppressed 
the  late  unnatural  RebelUon  :  that  he  doubted 
not  but  the  whole  nobility  that  made  up  that 
august  assembly,  was  inviolably  attached  to  his 
majesty  king  George ;  that  his  majesty  Irad 
also  the  best  part  of  the  landed,  and  all  the 
trading  interest;  that  as  to  tliir  Clergy,  he 


would  say  ntitbmg  ^ —  ...a  that  it  wa.^  noto- 
rious, that  the  majority  of  the  populace  had 
been  poisoned,  and  thai  the  polaon  ii^as  uotyet 
quite  expelled :  that  tfie  dangers  ^\\\\:\\  f^eeiped 
to  be  appreliended  from  the  present  uniiy,  may 
be  chiitieriaij,  ur,  at  least,  easity  remeJjed  ia 
any  subsequc'nt  session  of  parUanji^nt  -  uhereas 
thedanger;i>\vitU  wbicb  the  imiioa  is  tiireatened 
from  the  Pretender  and  his  friends,  in  case  . 
there'  were  no  army  to  oppose  them,  are  real, 
and  the  mischiefs  that  might  ensue,  upon  the 
suecess  of  tlieir  designs,  irreparable :  that  if 
tliere  had  been  such  a  standing  force  as  we  now 
have,  timely  to  sappress  the  Tumults  and  Riots 
w  bich  were  raised  soon  alter  his  maje^y's  ac- 
cession to  the  throne,  in  all  probability  there 
had  been  no  open  rebellion ;  that,  on  the  othe« 
hand,  if  there  had  not  been  troops  ready  at 
hand  to  assist  ihe  civil  power,  in  suppressing 
the  late  riotous  assemblies  of  the  VVool-Combers^ 
and  Weavers,  in  the  counties  of  Devon  and 
Somerset,  there  had,  by  this  time,  been  another 
rebellion :  I'hat  the  mentioning  Magna  Charta^ 
was,  in  his  opinion,  entirely  foreign  to  the  pre- 
sent debate:  that  the  thing  noW  in  questioh, 
and  that  wherein  they  were  immediately  con- 
cerned, was  to  secare  and  support  the  govern- 
ment and  the  Protestant  Sqccession  against 
vigilant,  bold,  and  restless  enemies  :  and  that 
they  had  the  more  reason  ta  be  upimtlitir 
guard,  in  that  the  trumpet  ^^T!^  of  leditioii  a^jni 
rebellion  had  again  fordblv  nurudtitl  ii3ti>  !ie- 
veral  pulpits  in  Scotland. 

The  £arl  of  Abingdon  aii^uerrd  lhisSjri;?ch> 
and  the  lord  Cadogan  haviiii:  FpoUfi  or»  ti»e 
contrary  side,  the  earl  of  II  \y.  v^'vU  threat  <*lo* 
quence  and  solidity,  supporu'j  die  1'  rd  Trevor** 
motion,  and  endeavoured  to  shew,  .  That  a 
Standing;  Array  iii  time  of  peace,  would  rather 
increase  'than  lessen  the  enemies  of  the  govern- 
ment. The  lord  Carteret  replied  to  him  with 
great  vivacity:  after  which  the  question  was 
put  upon  the  said  motion,  and  carried  in  the' 
negative,  viz. 
Not  Content  -  76  Content  -  52" 

Proxies    -      -  15—91     Proxies    -"  25 — TT 

Protest  on  reeding  a  Claute  for  providing^ 
That  no  Funiihmenty  by  a  Court  Martial,  tkall 
ed'tcnd  to  Lift  or  Limb  ]  Hereupon  the  fol- 
lowing Protest  was  entered. 

"  Dissonti*»nt*. 

1.  «'  Because  the  exercise  of  martial  law,  in 
time  of  peace,  with  such  power  as  is  given  by 
this  hill,  to  inflict  punishments  extending  to 
Life  and  Limb,  was  not  in  the  fir»t  year  of  this 
reign,  i\qv  hath  in  any  former  reign  been  al- 
lowed within  ihis)  kingdom  by  consent  of  par- 
liament, but  hath,  upon  m«'^ny  attempts  made 
to  introduce  such  a  power,  been  opposed  and 
C'^»ndtnined  by  parliament,  as  repugnaut  to  . 
Magna  Charta,  and  i'lconbistcnt  \^ith  the  fun- 
damental rights  and  liberties  of  a  free  people. 

2.  •**  Because,  after  the  Peace  of  Kyswick, 
and  that  of  Utrecht,  in  the  several  reigns  of 
king  William  and  queen  Anne,  of  glorious  aud 
ever  blessed  memories,  no  such  power  was 
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ever  an  (rffectutl  |m>vision  liath  not  been  mtde, 
f  secure  the  oberitence  of  the  soMiere  to  the 
laivp  of  their  coontryi  the  miiitanr  bath  coo- 
stantly  sabrerted  and  swallowed  up  the  cifjl 

Kwer.  W.  Ebor*,  Wilioughby  de  Broke,  Bel- 
fen,  Qote,  Bristol,  Casdeton,  Biogley,  Fo- 
ley, Mansell,  Guildford,  Joh.  London,  Scar»- 
daue,  Dartmouth,  Batkurst,  Devonshire,  Fr. 
Rirffen',  Fr.  Cestriens*,  Mashum,  Lumlej, 
Abhigdoo,  Harcourt,  Oxford,  Greenwich,  Rutr 
land,  Weston,  Strafford^  Tadcaster,  North  and 
Grey,  Coinuton,  Geo.  Bristol,  Deloraioe, 
Townsheud,  Moutjoy,  Gower,  Berkeley  of  Strat* 
ton,  Northampton,  Hay,  Poulet,  Treror,  P. 
Hereford.*' 

February  31.  The  Lords  being  in  a  grand 
committee,  those  who  opposed  the  Mutioj- 
Bill  began  with  rHiaing  objections  against  the 
preamble  of  it,  which  suggests,  ^  That  tU 
number  of  16,347  men  \%  necessary  :"  uiging, 
They  did  not  know  from  whence  that  necessity 
should  arise,  the  kingdom  being  now  in  (all 
peace,  without  any  just  apprehensian,^ther  of 
msurrecdons  at  home,  or  inFasioos  from 
abroad ;  and  thereupon  it  was  moTcd,  ^  Thai 
the  said  number  of  16,347  men,  be  reduced  to 
19,000."  Hereupon,  there  was  a  great  debate, 
that  lasted  till  aoont  six  in  the  evening,  io 
which  the  earl  of  Oxford,  lord  Trevor,  lord 
Haroourt,  earl  of  Abingdon,  earl  of  Hay,  duke 
of  Buckingham,  lord  Bathorst,  lord  North  and 
Gre^,  and  the  lord  bishop  of  Hereford  spoke 
against  the  bill ;  the  earl  of  Sunderland,  lord 
^anhope,  lord  Cowper,  lord  C^dogan,  lord 
Parker,  dokeof  Roxbui^  and  lord  O)oii}g»b7 
for  it. 

The  Earl  of  Oxfwrd-  endeavoured  to  shew, 
That  the  keeping  up  a  standing  army  in  dnie 
of  peace  was  not  the  wav  to  gain  die  hearts» 
bat  rather  to  increase  the  diaaffeotion  of  the 
people ;  and  that  aH  good  and  wutf  priooei 
had  ever  chosen  to  depend,  rather  on  the  af* 
feotions  of  their  subjects,  than  on  amilitaiy 
force.  This  his  lordship  illastraied  by.  eererai 
instanoes  out  of  our  English  history,  and,  io  pp 
ticolar,'by  the  fresh  examples  of  the  late  kiof 
William  and  queen  Anne ;  adding.  That  none 
but  bad  and  cdrrupt  ministers  have  need  of 
treops  to  maintain  their  aulhortty  and  unwar* 
mutable  proceedings. 

.  Lord  Stanhope  thereupon  spoke  in  vindica- 
tion of  the  present  administration,  awL  firoffl 
the  posture  of  aflflsirs,  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
diewed  the  necessity  of  maintaining  a  greater 
force  than  in  former  limes.  It  being  suggested, 
en  this  occasion.  That  it  was  hoped  no  mi- 
nister would  advise  the  king  to  enter  into  a  war, 
k)nl  Stanhope  readily  replied,  That  he  woold 
be  tlie  first  that  shouhl  advise  him  to  it,  if  he 
thought  the  honour  of  the  crown  ooncenied  in 
it.   Upon  this 

The  LordBsthurtt  said,  he  w;^  surprised  to 
hear  such  an  expression  from  a  person  in  bh 
lordship's  station,  whose  principal  care  one 
would  think,  should  be  raOer  to  dischaife  the 
great  bucthen  whicfahu  bera  left  upon  the 
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E'vea  to  any  ooart-nartial ;  and  it  is  weH 
lown,  that  the  Ibroes  then  continued  en  foot 
were  kcnt  in  exact  discipline  and  order. 

S.  ^  Because  it  is  not  ascertained,  either  by 
this  Bill,  or  by  any  other  known  law  or  rule, 
what  wdrds  or  fnCU  amount  to  Mutiny  or  De» 
aertioo,  or  to  an  exciting,  causing  or  joining  in 
mutiny ;  and  conseciueBtly  the  jud^  in  a 
court-martial  have  it  m  their  power  to  declare 
what  words  or  facts  they  think  fit  to  be  mutiny 
or  desertion,  and  to  take  awav  the  life  of  any 
oiioer  or  soldier,  bv  such  an  arbitrary  decision. 

4.  ^'  Because,  should  death  be  thought  the 
proper  punishment,  in  time  of  peace,  for  mu- 
tiny or  desertion,  or  even  for  the  least  disobe- 
dience to  any  lawfnl  command,  yet,  as  we  con- 
ceive, the  nature  of  such  ofiences  ought  first  to 
have  been  ascertained  by  this  bill,  and  the  said 
offences  being  declared  capital,  the  trial  thereof 
ought  to  have  been  left  to  the  ordinary  course 
of  law ;  in  consequence  whereof,  the  officers 
and  soldiers  would,  upon  such  trials,  have  been 
in  titled  to  all  those  valuable  privileges  which 
are  the  birth*right  of  every  Briton ;  nor  doth  it 
appear  to  us,  that  any  inconvenience  could 
thereby  have  arisen  to  the  public  in  time  of 
ptaoe,  at  least,  not  any  such  as  can  justify  our 
depriving  the  soldiery  of  those  legal  rights, 
which  belong  to  the  meanest  of  tlmir  fellow 
subjects,  and  even  to  the  vilest  of  malefiu:tors. 
W.  Ebor',  Wilioughby  de  Broke,  Rutland, 
Masham,  Harcourt,  Bingley,  Fr.  Roffen', 
Greenwich,  Abingdon,  Castleton,  Devonshire, 
Hay,  Berkeley  of  Stratton,  Geo.  Bristol,  Delo- 
laine,  Bristol,  Lumley,  Dartmouth,  P.  Here- 
ford, Weston,  Oxford,  Northampton,  Joh.  Lon- 
don, Poulet,  Scarsdale,  Gtower,  Boyle,  Comp- 
ton,  Belhaven,  Tadcaster,  Bute,  Trevor,  Foley, 
Mansell,  Fr.  Cestriens',  Strafford,  Townshend, 
Mon^oy,Gttildfbrd,  Bathurst,  North  and  Grey.^ 

Protat  againtt  renting  a  Ciaute  to  ieeure 
tke Obedience rf the  <>fi^ic  to  the  Civil 
Magistrate,']  Then  a  motion  being  made^  and 
the  question  put,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to 
the  said  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  that 
they  do  make  an  effectual  provisionHo  secure 
the  Obedience  both  of  the  Oificers  and  Soldiers, 
te  beoontinued  by  this  Bill,  to  the  civil  magis- 
trate according  to  law,  it  was  resolved  in  the 
negative,  by  88  against  77,  viz. 
Content  -  53  Not  Content  •  73 

Proxiee    -  24—77    Proxies     -    -  15—88 

^  Dissentient'. 
1,  **  Because  no  provision  whatsoever  is 
nHide  hy  this  BUI,  for  securing  the  Obedience 
of  the  Military  to  the  Civil  Power,  on  which 
the  preservation  of  our  constitution  depends. 
--  9.  **  Bipcanse,  we  conceive,  that  a  great 
Immber  of  armed  men  governed  by  Martial-* 
Law,  as  they  have  it  in  their  power,  so  are  na- 
totaHvincHned,  not  only  to  disobey,  but  to  in- 
suk  the  authority  of  the  dtil  magistrate ;  and 
w«  ar«  oonftrtned  in  this  opmion,  as  well  by 
the  jRperiente  of  what  hath  happened  here  at 
home,  as  by  ibe  histories  of  aU  ages  and  aa- 
tfons ;  fro«  whith  it  apptvt|  that  whereso- 
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nation  by  the  two  last  wars,  than  to  involve  it 
in  a  new  one,  which  can  hardly  be  maintained 
without  making  us«  of  the  funds,  that  have 
been  appropriated  fbr  /the  payment  of  old 
debts. 

Lord  Cadogan  having  represented,  That  if 
Uiearmv  was  reduced  to  12,000  men,  it  were 
impossible  upon  any  emergency,  to  assemble  a 
body  of  4,000  men  iri  any  part  of  Great  Britain, 
be^ee  London,  witbdut  leaving  the  sea  ports, 
and  other  important  ^osts,  unguarded. 

Lord  Cowper  took  occasion  to  sug£;est.  That 
they  ought  not  to  retrench  the  4,000  men  who 
were  fiaost  necessary. 

Hereupon,  the  qoestion  being  put,  Whether 
the  words  '  sixteen  thousand*  should  stand  port 
of  the  clause  of  the  preamble,  it  was  resolved 
in  the  affirmative,  by  72  voices  against  50. 
After  this  it  being  moved,  and  the  question 
put.  That  the  House  be  now  resumed,  it  was 
resolved  in  the  negative,  by  74  voices  against 
48 ;  and  then  their  lordships  proceeded  to  the 
dause,  whereby  mutiny  and  desertian'  are 
made  punishable  by  death ;  and  the  question 
being  put,  whether  the  words,  *  death  or*, 
thould  stand  part  of  the  said  clause;  it  was 
resolved  in  the  affirmative  without  dividing. 

Hie  next  day  the  Lords  went  again  into  a 
|rand  Coicnmiitee  on  the  Mutiny  Bill;  and  it 
was  proposed,  That  in  the  clause,  which 
obliges  juc^es  of  a  court  martial  to  take  an 
oath,  when  they  try  crlminiih  for  such  crimes 
as  may  extend  to  death,  to  insert  after  *  death' 
the  words  '  or  otherwise.'  But  the  question 
being  put  whether  the^e  words  should  be  added, 
it  was  carried  iu  the  negative,  by  68  voices 
against  43.  After  this  it  was  proposed  to  leave 
OQt  the  clause,  .which  enables  his  majesty  to 
oonstTtute  and  settle  Articles  of  War  ;  and  the 
qoestion  being  |iat,  whether  that  clause  should 
itaod  part  of  the  bill  }  it  was  resolved  in  the 
affirmative  by  68  voices  against  SO. 

Lord  St0nkope  havini;  suggested,  That  all 
ibe  objectioDs  raised  against  this  bill  amounted 
to  no  more  than  bare  suppositions  of  chime- 
rical dangers  ;  and  defied  any' body  to  charge 
the  administration  with  any  thing  that  ml{;ht 
pve  just  ground  of  apprehension  lor  the  liber- 
lies  of  the  people  :  Adding,  that  if  the  govern- 
ment be  now  obliged  to  keep  a  greater  num- 
ber of  forces  than  formerly,  it  is  partly  owing 
to  ibe  situation  in  which  the  affairs  of  Europe 
bave  been  left  by  the  late  scandalous  peace. 

The  Earl  of  Strafford  thereupon  said.  He 
could  not  be  silent  while  a  work  in  which  be 
had  so  great  a  share  was  so  openly  attacked  ; 
but  that  the  peace  wliich  some  are  pleased  to 
call  scandalous,  was  approved  by  three  suc- 
cesBTve  parliaments,  and,  in  particular,  by 
lome  peers  now  in  place :  that  he  would 
Teniarc  to  affirm,  that  this  very  peace  had  left 
the  affairs  of  Europe  in  a  better  posture  than 
they  seem  to  be  in  at  present,  at  least  with  res- 
pect  to  Gref^  Britain  ;  that  notwithstanding 
the  great  advantages  %hich  some  boast  to  have 
obtained  by  the  late  treaties,  they  have  yet 
JMmd  the  way  to  loit  oi^r  trade  to  Sweden  : 
VoL.VIt 


to  endanger  ^hat  to  Spain  and  Italy;  and  to 
keep  a  standing  army  in  full  peace;  but  that 
time  will  shew  wheiKer  lUrce  successive  par- 
liaments will  approve  these  measures,  as  well 
as  the  peace  which  is  Called  infamous.  At  the 
same  time,  his  lordship  animadverted  on  the 
late  proclamation,  fo/  allowing  the  importation 
of  Swedish  iron  from  all  places  other  than  the 
dominions  of  the  king  of  Sweden  ;  which  was, 
in  effect,  he  said,  no  more  than  to  appoint  the 
Dutch  to  be  our  factors  for  Swedish  iron. 

Towards  seven  in  the  evening^  the  House 
was  resumed,  and  the  earl  of  Clarendon  re- 
ported, That  the  Committee  had  gone  throu^ 
the  Bill  without  amendment ;  upon  which  St 
was  ordered.  That  the  said  Bill  be  read  a  third 
time  on  the  24th,  and  the  Lords  to  be  sum- 
moned. 

Protest  againtt  passing  the  Mutiny  Bi//.] 
Accordingly,  on  the  24th  the  said  Bill  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  the  lord  North  and  Grey 
niade  a  summary  recapitulation  of  the  objec- 
tions raised  against  it ;  but  the  question  being 
put.  That  this  Bill  do  pass,  it  was  resolved  in  the 
affirmative. 
Content    -  67  Not  Content  -  40 

Proxies  •  -  21—88    Proxies    -    -  21—61 

"  Dissentient" 

*'  1.  Because  the  number  of  16,347  men  is 
deddred  necessary  by  this  bill :  but  it  is  not 
therein  declared,  nor  are  we  able  any  way  to 
satisfy  ourselves,  from  whence  that  necessity  • 
should  arise,  the  kingdom  being  now  (God  be 
praised)  iu  /all  peace  without  any  just  appre- 
hensions, either  of  insurrections  at,  home,  or 
invasions  from  abroad. 

*'  2.  Because  so  numerous  a  force  is  near 
double  to  what  hath  ever  been  allowed  within 
this  kingdom,  by  authority  of  parliament,  in 
times  of  public  tranquillity ;  and  being  as  we 
conceive,  no  ways  necessary  to  support,'  nay, 
we  fear  endanger  our  constitution,  ivhich  has 
never  yet  been  entirely  subverted  but  by  a 
standing  army. 

<*  3.  Because  the  charge  of  keeping  up  so 
great  a  force,  ought  not  unnecessarily  to  belaid 
on  the  nation,  already  over-burtbened  with 
heavy  debts ;  and  this  charge  we  conceive  to 
be  still  more  unnecessarily  increased,  by  the 
great  number  of  officers  now  kept  on  the  esta- 
blishment 'm  lime  of  peace;  a  number  far 
greater  (in  proportion  to  that  of  the  soldiers 
commanded  by  them)  than  bath  ever  yet  been 
thought  requisite  in  times  of  actual  war. 

<<  4.  Becauie  such  a  number  of  soldiers,  dis- 
persed in  quarters  throughout  the  kingdom,  may 
occasion  great  hardships,  and  become  very 
^evous  to  the  people ;  and  thereby  cause  or^ 
increase  their  disaffection,  and  will,  probably, 
ruin  many  of  his  majesty's  good  'subjects  on 
whom  they  sball  be  quartered,  and  who  have 
"been  already  by  that  means  greatly  impove- 
rished. 

**  5.  Because  such  a  standing  army,  danger- 
ous in  itself  to  a  fifee  people  in  time  of  peace, 
is,  in  our  opinion^  rendered  mmore  dangerous, 
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bj  tljeir  being  made  subject  to  Mar;ial  Law  ; 
a  law  unknown  to  our  constitution,  destructive 
of  our  liberties,  not  endured  by  our  ancestors, 
and  never  inentinued  iu  any  of  our  statutes  but 
in  order  to  condemn  it. 

*'  6.  Because  the  officers  and  soldiers  them- 
selves, thus  subjected  to  martial  law,  are  there- 
by, upon  tbcir  tnals,  divested  of  ali those  rights 
Itnd  privileges  which  render  the  people  oC  this 
realm  the  envy  of  all  other  nations,  and  become 
liable  to  such  hardships  and  punishments  as 
the  lenity  ahd  mercy  of  our  known  laws  utierlj? 
disallow ;  and  we  cannot  but  (hiuk  those  per- 
sons.best  prepared,  and  most  easily  tempted  to 
ttrip  others  of  th«ir  rights,  who  liave  already 
lost  their  own,  i    .    . 

"  7.  Because  a  much  larger  jurisdiction  is 
given  to  courts- martial,  by  this  Bill,  than,  to 
us,  seems  necessary  for  maintaining  discipline 
>D  the  army,  such  jurisdiction  extending  not  only 
to  mutiny,  desertion,  breach  of  duty  and  dis- 
obedience to  military  commands,  but  also  to  all 
immoralities,  and  every  instance  of  misbe- 
iiaviour,  which  may  be  commiitedby  any  officer 
or  soldier  towards  any  of  his  felloM-suhjects; 
by  which  means  the  law  of  the  land ^  in  cases 
proper  to  be  judged  by  that  alone,  may,  by  the 
summary  method  of  proceeding?  in  courts-mar- 
tiaJi  be  obstructed  or  superseded,  and  many 
grievous  offences  may  remain  unpunished. 

^'8.  Because  the  officers  constituting  a  court- 
martial,  do  at  once  supply  the  place  of  judges 
and  jury-men,  and  ought  therefore,  as  we  con- 
ceive, to  be  sworn  upon  their  trying  any  oSence 
;Drhatsoever ;  and  yet  it  is  provided  by  this  Bill, 
that  sucli  officers  shall  be  sworn  upon  their  try- 
ing such  ofFe;ices  only  as  are  punishable  by 
death ;  which  provision  we  apprehend  to  be  de- 
fective and  unwarrantable  by  any  precedent, 
there  being  no  instance  witbm  our  knowledge, 
wherein  the  judges  of  any  court,  having  cog- 
nizance of  capital  and  lesser  crimes,  are  under 
the  obligation  of  an  oath  iu  respect  of  the  one, 
and  not  of  the  other. 

*'  9.  Because  the  Articles  of  War  thought 
necessary  to  secure  the  discipline  of  tbe  araiy, 
in  cases  unprovided  for  by  this  bill,  ought,  m 
our  opinion,  to  have  been  inserted  therein,  in 
like  manner,  as  the  Articles  and  Orders  for  r^ 
gulatiug  and  governing  the  navy  were  enacted 
in  the  ISth  year  of  king  Charles  the  2nd,  to  the 
end,  that  due  consideration  mi^ht  have  been 
had  by  parliament  of  the  duty  enjoined  by  each 
article  to  the  soldiers,  and  of  the  measure  of 
their  punishinent ;  whereas  the  sanction  of  par- 
liament is  now  given  by  this  Bill  to  what  they 
have  had  no  opportunity  to  consider.  - 

'<  10.  Because  the  clause  in  this  Bill  enabling 
his  majesty  to  establish  Articles  of  War,  and 
erect  Courts-martial,  with  power  to  try  and  de- 
temiine  any  ofieoces  to  be  specified  in  such 
Articks.and  to  inffict  punishments  for  the  same, 
'within  this  kingdom  in  time  of  peace,  doth  (a| 
we'  conceive)  in  all  those  instances,  vest  a  sole 
legislative  power  in  the  crown ;  which  power, 
bow  safely  soever  it  may  be  lod;;ed  with' bis 
present  majesty,  and  bovr  tenderly  soever  it  may 


be  exercised  by  him,  may  yet  prove  of  danger* 
ous  consequeuLC,  should  it  be  drawn  iuto  pte- 
cedent  in  future  reigiu. 

^*  1 1.  Because  tlte  clause  in  the  Bill,  alledged 
to  be  made  for  .enabling  lioiu'st  creditors  to  re- 
cover their  just  debt;i  from  soldiers,  seems  to  m 
rather  to  give  a  protection  to  the  soldier  ih&u 
any  real  advantage  to  his  creditor,  or  other 
person  having  just  cause  of  action  against  biin; 
it  protects  the  person  of  a  soldier  from  execu- 
tion, as  well  as  the  Mesne  process,  for  any  d^ 
under  ip/. ;  and  it  protects  the  estate  and  ef- 
fects as  well  as  the  person  of  every  soldier  from 
all  other  suits  but  fur  debt,  where  tbe  cause  of 
action  doth  not  amount  to  the  like  sum ;  end 
in  other  cases,  where  the  cause  of  action  ei- 
ceeds  that  value,  plaintiffs  are  in  many  instances 
put  under  such  unreasonable  difficulties,  that, 
we  conceive,  before  they  can  be  allowed  even 
to  commence  their  suit,  their  bare  compliance 
therewith  may  become  more  grievous  to  them 
than  the  loss  of  their  debt,  or  a  quiet  submis- 
sion to  the  wrong  sustained ;  by  which  means 
bis  majesty^s  gooid  subjects  may  be  highly  in- 
jured m  their  properties,  and  msulted  in  their 
persons  by  the  soldiery,  and  yet  be  deprived  of 
the  legal  remedies  appointed  for  the  redress  of 
such  grievances. 
"  W.  Ebor*,  Compton, Dartmouth,  Hay,Straf- 
ford,  Boyle,  Guilford,  Greenwich,  Weston,  Tre- 
vor, Fran.  Cestriens*,  Bute,  Tadcaster,  Biotleyt 
Scarsdale,  Litchfield,  Foley,  Mansell,  Fr.  R4!f- 
fen*,  Abingdon,  Bristol,  North  and  Grey,  Har- 
.  court,  Bathurst,  Gower,  Poulet,  Northampton, 
P.  Hereford,  Montjdy,  Oxford*.** 

Debate  omihe  State  of  the  Trade  to  StredoL] 
Feb.  S7.  The  Commons  proceeded  to  take  ia- 
to  consideration  the  matters  of  the  Pettcioa  of 
several  merchants  and  owners  of  shippiag,  vd 
other  petitions  which  had  been  presented  id  tbs 
House,  in  relation  to  the  Trade  to  and  fnm 
Sweden :  and  the  extracts  of  the  Letters  be» 
tween  the  Secretaries  of  State,  and  his  mtje^ 


*  "  No  subject  produced  so  much  heat  and 
al^rcation  in  parliament  during  this  session,  as 
did  the  bill  for  regulating  the  land  forces^  and 
punishing  mutiny  and  desertion  :  a  bill  vrbidi 
wn^  looked  upon  as  an  encroachment  opoo  the 
liberties  and  constitution  of  England,  inasmuch 
as  it  established  martial  law,  which  wrcited 
from  the  civil  magistrate  the  cognizance  of 
crimes  and  misdemeanors  committed  by  the 
soldiers  and  officers  of  the  a^my :  a  junsdictioa 
inconsistent  with  the  genius  and  disposition  of 
the  people.  The  bill  passed  by' a  great  miyon- 
ty;  but  divers  lords  entered  a  protest.*— 
Smollett. 

**  As  soon  as  the  parliament  brolte  up,  tte 
Speakers  against  the  Mutiny-Bill  paUisbed 
their  speeches,  for  which  they  wereseven^ 
ensured  by  the  author  of  The  Critic,  and  their 
speeches  "boldly  examined.  Tbe  king  also,  soon 
after  the  end  of  the  session,  ordered  Articles  to 
be  publish^  for  the  EegulatioQ  and  Govern- 
ment oftbeArpiy,  pursuant  to  the  power  lodg^ 
in  him  by  the  act.''-— Tindal^j ^ 
9  8^^ 
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t/s  residents  in  Hollaod ;  and  also  the  Memo- 
riaU  wtiich  Mr.  Jackson  presented  to  the  Re- 
gencj  of  Sweden,  and  the  Answers  to  tbein, 
were  read:  after  which  Mr.  Jackson ' being 
called  in,  Mr.  Craegs  asked  him,  whether  he  was 
of  opinion,  That  ir  the  trade  were  opened  with 
^weden^  oar  merchants  would  be  upon  a  better 
foot  than  they  are  at  present?  Mr.  Jackson  na- 
swered,  "  That,  in  his  opinion,  the  c6ntrary 
would  happen :  for  now  tnat  the  Swedes  are 
distressed  for  waDtl  of  oi»r  commodities,  par- 
ticulacly  corn  and  salt,  they  are  inclined  to  fa- 
cilitate to  us,  underhniod,  the  putcbase  of  their 
iron ;  whereas  if  the  prohibition  of  trade  with 
then)  was  taken  o0^  they  wanld  immediately 
provide  themselves  wiih  what  they  want ;  and 
loowing  at  the  same  time,  that  there  are 
amongst  us  a  set  of  men,  who  make  it  their  stu- 
dy and  business  to  embarrass  the  governn^ent, 
the  court  of  Sweden  would  be  more  siiflf  than 
erer,  and  render  'the  purchase  of  th^r  iron  more 
difficult  to  us." 

Some  members  being  offended  at  Mr.  Jack- 
son's expression,  viz.**  A  set  of  men,"  cried  out, 
"  Costody,  Custody."  But  the  more  moderate 
couteutea  themselves  with  putting  him  upon  ex- 
plaining himself:  hereupon,  Mr.  Jackson  re- 
plied, *•  That  he  meant  the  Merchants  who  pre- ' 
sented  unreasonable  petitions."  This  being  by 
some  looked  upon  rather  as  an  agG;ravation  than 
an  exQuse,  the  cry  of"  Custody,  Custody,"  was 
repeated;  but 

Mr.  H.  Waipole  brought  him  off,  by  suggest- 
ing, ^  That  that  gentleuian  had  lived  so  long  in 
a  despotic  ^overnnnent,  where  Petitions  and 
Representations  of  that  nature,  are  accounted 
capital  crimes,  that  he  had  forgt>t  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  his  countryncien ;"  and  therefore 
moved,  that  his  unguarded  expressions  might  be 
excused.  Nobqdy  opposing  Mr.  Waipole,  Mr. 
Jackson  withdrew.  Then  Uie  Petitioners,  and 
some  other  merchants  being  called  in,  ai^d  far- 
ther heard,  they  represeuted  among  other  par- 
ticulars, «*  That  since  the  prohibition  of  trade 
vith  Sweden,  they  bought  Swedish  iron  of  the 
Dutch  4/.  per  ton  dearer  than  before ;  and  that 
whereas  the  Euglish  were  formerly,  about 
30,000/.  per  adnum,  gainers  by  the  trade  with 
Sweden,  they  now  lost  about  00,000/.*'  But 
this  was  contradicted  by  Mr.  Craggs,  who  sug- 
ttsted, "  Tliat  the  exports  from  Stockholm  for 
England  had  never  amounted  to  120,000/.  in 
one  year ;  and  therefbre  the  difference  of  the 
profit  and  loss  could  not  come  up  to  this 
last  sum."    "the  merchants  being  witlidrawn, 

Mr.  Heyiham  snoke  in  their  favour,  and  made 
a  motion,  upon  which  the  question  was  propos- 
ed, That  an  Address  be  presented  to  his  ma- 
jesty, to  take  into  his  consideration  the  State  of 
the  Trade  with  Sweden,  and  that  such  measnres 
roij^ht  be  taken,  that  his  majesty's  subjects,  and 
those  of  his  allies,  mi^ht  carry  on  the  said  trade 
in  the  same  mauuer.  Hereupon  there  arose  a 
warm  debate,  iA  which 

Mr.  Crusts  represented,  Tliat  such  an  ad- 
dress would  be  deroga4ory  to  the  king's  honour, 
•nd  e? en  a  reflectipn  on  the  parliament^  who 


had  desired  his  majesty  to  prohibit  all  com- 
merce with  Sweden  ;  and  that  on  the  other 
band,  such  an  Address  was  altogether  needtess, 
sitice  his  majesty's  wisdom  would  not  fait  to  ap- 
ply all  proper  remedies  to  the  evil  tliat  was 
complained  of.     Hereupon 

Sir  William  Wyndhum  said,  That  the  pro- 
hibition of  trade  with  Sweden  having  been 
thought  convenient,  when  there  was  some 
ground^  to  fear  an  invasion  from  thence ;  now 
that  apprehension  was  entirely  over,  it  woulj 
be  no  reflection  either  upon  the  king  or  bis 
parliament,  to  take  off  the  said  prohibition ; 
and  that  he  wondered  we  should  distress*  and 
endeavour  to  ruin  a  prii>ce  and  natioq,  who 
have  ever  been  the  support  of  the  Protestant  in* 
terest,  and  whom,  by  treaties,  we  stand  obliged 
to  defend  and  protect. 

After  this  it  was  resolved  by  a  majority  of 
SOI  votes  agaiast  111,  to  «(tioum  th«  debatf 
tiil  that  day  montli. 

Debate  in  the  Lords  on  the  Forfeited  Estatcf 
Bill.}  March  4.  The  Lords  read  the  firsk 
time,  the  Bill  *  for  vesting  the  -Porfeiteil 
<  Estates,  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  io 
'  trustees,  to  be  sold  for  the  (Jse  of  the 
'public;'  and  a  motion  being  made,  and  the 
question  put.  That  the  said  Bill  be  read  m 
second  time.  The  lord  North  and  Grejr 
spoke  against  the  excessive  power,  ^hich,  by 
this  Bill  was  i*iren  to  the  trustees,  whereby 
abundance  of  faniilies  might  be  oppressed  ana 
ruined  ;  and  h?s  lordship  was  seconded  by  the 
lords  Trevor  and  Harcourt,  and  the  duke  of 
Argyle,  who  ui^cd.  That  this  Bill  by  leaving 
the  claims  to  the  Forfeited  Estates  to  tlie  inal 
determination  of  the  trustees,  not  only  clashed 
with  tiie  Act  of  Union,  in  tbtyt  it  suspended 
»od  set  aside,  in  that  respect,  the  courts  of 
judicature  in  North  Britain,  which,  by  ib« 
said  Act,  oui^lit  to  remain  entire;  bot  was 
likeivi^e  derogatory  to  the  privileges  and  au- 
thority of  the  House  of  Peers,  who  are  su-' 
preme  judges  in  'all  civil  causes.  It  was  also 
alledged.  That  by  tiie  method  l^at  bad  bisen 
followed,  the  public  would  get  little  or  no- 
thing by  the  forfeitures;  whereas,  if  the  schene 
proposed  by  sir  David  Palrymple  had  beea 
pursued,  the  same  would  have  yielded  consider- 
able Slims,  without  any  oppression  to  the  sub- 
ject. The  eiirl  of  Sunderland,  tlie  lorib  Stan- 
nope,  Parker,  and  Coningsby,  answered  tl\e 
objections  raised  against  the  bill ;  and  it  was, 
at  last,  resolved.  That  the  same  should  be 
read  a  second  time ;  and  that  a  Message  be 
sent  to  the  Commons,  to  acquaint  them,  "  That 
their  lordships,  having  under  their  consider^ 
ation  the  Bill  for  yestmg  the  Forfeited  Estates 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  trustees,  to  be 
sold  for  the  use  of  the  public,  they  did  desire 
that  the  Commons  would  give  leave,  that  such 
of  the  commissioners  of  enquiry,  who  were 
members  of  that  House,  as  also  sir  David  Dal- 
rymple,  his  majesty's  advocate-general  of  Scot- 
land, might  attend  their  lordships*  House,  on 
Thursday  mornm^  next." 

-igitized  by  Google 


'/ 


Debate  in  the  Ij)rds  on  a  Bill  for  rebuilding 
St,  Gite$*8  Church,]  March  8.  There  was  a 
^reat  dehate  in  the  Lords,  upon  the  third  redd- 
ing of  a  Bill  from  the  Commons,  intituled, '  An 
'  Act  to  impower  the  Commissioners,  appointed 
'  to    put  iu  execution  the  net    for    building 

*  Fifty  nevr  Churches  in  London  and  West- 

*  roin8ter«  to  direct  the  parish  church  of  St. 
•*  Giles's  in  the  Fields,  in  the  county  of  Midr 

*  dlesex,  to  be  rebuilt,  instead  of  one  of  the 
'  said  Fifty  new  Churches.'  The  archbishop 
of  York,  and  some  other  prelates,  strenuously 
opposed  this  Bill,  urging,  <<  That  the  same 
was  a  misapplication  of  money  already  granted 
by  parliament  for  a  pious  use.'' 

r 

Protett  on  refusing  to  add,  *  of  pious  me- 
'  moty,*  after  the  Name  of  Queen  Anne,  in 
the  Preamble  (^  the  Bill.']  It  was  also  pro- 
posed, That,  in  the  preamble  of  the  said  Bill,' 
the  words  *  of  pious  memory,'  should  be  added 
ftfler  the  name  of  the  late  queen ;  but  it  was 
carried  in  the  negative  by  54  voices  against  33. 
"  Dissentient, 

^'  Because  we  cannot  but  judge  these  words, 

*  of  pious  memory,'  highly  deceia  and  proper 
to  have  been  inserted  iu  a  bill,  reciting  two 
|riou3  and  gracious  acts  of  parliament,  passed 
in  the  reign  of  her  late  majesty,  for  rebuilding 
of  fifty  new  churches:  a  work  earnestly  re- 
commended by  her  majesty  to  her  parliament, 
and  by  tbeai  declared  to  be  so  much  to  the 


r  of  God,  the  spiritual  welfare  of  her 
y's  subjects,  the  mterest  of  the  establish* 
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The  next  day,  the*  Commons  proceeded  to 
take  the  Message  befor^mentioned  into 
consideration ;  and  appointed  a  Committee,  to 
search  precedents  with  relation  to  the  said 
Message.  It  appearing  to  the  Commons  by 
the  report  of  that  Committee,  that  the  like 
desire  of  the  Lords  had,  on  some  occasions, 
been  complied  with^  and  at  other  times  de- 
nied; the  Commons,  who  were  resolved  to 
follow  the  precedents  for  the  latter,  lest  the 
Xords  should  make  alterations  in  a  Money 
Bill,  put  off  the  considerations  of  the  said 
report  till  the  next  day.  Hereupon  the  Lords, 
who  bad  waited  for  an  answer  from  the  Com- 
mons till  three  in  the  afternoon,  proceeded  to 
the  second  reading  of  the  bill ;  and  it  being 
moTed,  that  the  said  Bill  be  committed,  it 
X)cca»ioned  a  great  debate.  The  lord  Har- 
coiirt,  the  earl  of  Hay,  and  the  duke  of  Argyle 
urged  several  reasons  against  the  bill;  and 
were  answered  by  the  lords  Cowper,  Stanhope, 
and  Coningsby ;  and  after  some  other  speeches 
for  and  against,  the  question  being  put,  upon 
the  motion  before  mentioned,  it  was  carried 
in  the  affirmative  by  80  votes  ^nd  proxies, 
against  73;  and  resolved.  That  the  said  Bill 
be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  the  Saturday  next  following.  In  the 
mean  time  the  Commons  .having  met  again  on 
the  7tli  of  March,  read  only  a  Petition  of  the 
Tanners,  in  the  county  of  Brecon,  and  then 
immediately  adjourned  till  the  10th,  to  avoid 
taking  into  further  consideration  either  the 
Lords'  Message,  or  the  Report  of  their  owii 
Committee  about  Precedents. 


honour 
mnjesty'j 

ed  church,  and  the  glory  of  her  majesty's  reign. 
— W.  Ebor',  Fran.  Cestriens',  Comptou,  Wil- 
loughby  de  Broke,  Buckingham,'  Poulett,  Straf- 
ford, Job.  London,  George  Bristol,  Boyle, 
Masham,  Fr.  Roffen',  Foley,  P.  Hereford, 
North  and  Grey,  Mansell,  Berkeley  of  Strat- 
ton,  Oxford,  Balhurit." 

Protest  against  passing  the  said  Bill,]  Tliea 
after  farther  debate^  the  question  was  par, 
whether  this  Bill  sh^ll  pass  ?  It  was  resolved 
in  the  affirmative. 

Contents    -   49  NotContenU    38 

Proxies-    -   21—70    Proxies    -    -    ^5— €8 

y 

"  Dissentjeni* 

1.  '*  Because  ic  doth  not  appear  to  us  from 
any  declaration  in  his  majesty's  name  to  either 
House  of  Parliament,  that  hts  royal  leave  was 
given  for  bringing  iu  the  said  bill,  as,  we 
humbly  conceive,  it  ought  to  have  bcen^  for 
bringing  in  a  bill  of  this  nature. 

2.  <*  Because  this  Bill,  in  our  opinion,  mani- 
festly tends  to  defeat  the  ends  and  purposes  of 
tn  o  acts  of  parliament  for  building  Fifty  new 
Churches,  and  yet  at  the  same  time  assertsihat 
the  intention  of  the  said  acts  would  be  hereby 
answered. 

3.  <<  Cecau5e  this  Bill  farther  asserts.  That 
the  parish  of  St.  Giles's  is  in  no  condition  to 
raise  or  pay  the  sum  of  3,000/.  and  0|>wards, 
for  the  repair  of  its  parish  churcli ;  which  we 
apprehend  to  be  evidently  false  in  fact;  and 
if  true,  to  be  no  reason  for  rebuilding  the  said 
church  out  of  the  fund  giieu  for  building  Fifty 
new  Churches. 

4.  "  Because  this  bill  moreoTer  asserts.  That 
the  said  Parish- church,  when  rebuilt,  and  the 
church  which  is  now  build inein  the  said  parish, 
by  virtue  of  the  acts  for  building  fifty  new 
churdhes,  will  be  sufficient  for  the  inhabitants 
of  the  said  parish;  whereas  we  are  credibly 
informed,  and,  upon  the  best  calculation,  do 
believe,  that  there  are  abnut  40,000  souls  in 
the  said  parish;  and  do  think,  that  three  new 
churches,  together  with  the  present  parish- 
church,  will  be  barely  sufficient  for  that  number. 

5.  "  Because  if  this  precedent  for  rebuilding 
old  churches,*  out  of  the  fund  appropriated  for 
building  new  ones,  should  be  followed,  and  the 
ends  of  the  abovesaid  acts  should  be  thereby 
in  any  great  measure  defeated,  we  are  appre- 
hensive, that  many  thousands  of  his  mcjesty's 
good  subjects  in  and  about  these  populous 
cities  will  be  left  unprovided  of  churches, 
whereunto  they  may  resort  for  the  pobhc  wor- 
ship of  God;  and  will  thereby  remain  destitute 
of  the  necessary  means  of  being  instructed  in 
the  tr^e  Christian  religion^  as  it  is  now  professed 
in  the  church  of  England,  and  established  by 
the  laws  of  this  realm.— W.  Ebor',- Geo.  Bris- 
tol, Willoughby  de  Broke,  Berkeley  of  Slrat- 
ton,  Fr.  Rofi^n',  Mansell,  Job.  London,  Straf- 
ford, Bathorst,  Poulett,  Fr.  Cestriens', "Oxford, 
P.  Hereford,  North  antf  Grey,  Mash^ip,  Foley, 
Boyle."  ^  y 
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just  demands  of  such  creditors  or  other  dakn« 
aotSy -which  they  have  not  only  hi  many  cases  a 
right  to  by  the  ancient  la^s'of  their  country, 
but  which  are  secured  to  them  (at  least  in  that 
part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland)  hy  th« 
faith  of  au  actof  parliaipent,  as  a  future  reward 
of  their  dutiful  and  loyal  behaviour  to  his  ma- 
jesty and  bis  ^Temment,  when  the  nation  was 
threatened  witb  the  greatest  dangers;  which 
reward  has  been  coufirmed  to  tbetn  by  a  sttb« 
sequent  act« 

6.  *^  Because  the  time  of  entering  claims  on 
Estates  forfeited,  or  to  be  forfeited  before  the 
24tb  ofJune,1718,i8  allowed  no  farther  than  to 
the  ^st  of  June  in  the  safd  year;  whereby  all 
creditors,. claimants,  and  bona  fide  purchasers 
of  estates,  which  may  be  forfeited  between  the 
1st  and  24th  of  June  aforesaid,  are  absolutely 
and  expressly  barred  and  excluded. 

7.  *'  Because  the  setting  up  a  new  court  of 
judicature  for  claims  on  Forfeited  Estates,  in 
any  part  of  Great  Britain,  is  wholly  unprece- 
dented, and  the  privileges  and  jurisaiction  of 
this  House  are  thereby  diminished  and  endan- 
gered, but  much  more  so,  by  the  reversing  de^ 
crees  of  courts  of  judicature  already  made, 
wJiich,  whether  they  are  erroneous  or  legal, 
ought  (as  the  constitution  of  this^ngdom  now 
is,  and  hath  hitherto  been)  to  be  reviewed,  re- 
versed, or  affirmed  by  no  other  jurisdiction 
whatsoever,  tut  that  which  is  inherent  in  the 
House  of  Lords. 

8.  ^*  Because  the  court  of  session  is  by  this 
bill  discharged  from  exercising  their  lawful  ju- 
risdiction, notwithstanding  that  the  foundation 
of  the  constitution  of  the  united  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  is  the  articles  of  the  Union; 
wherein  it  is  expr^y  stipuUited,  That  th^ 
court  of  session  snail  remain  in  all  time  coming 
as  it  was  then  constituted,  with  the  same  au-» 
thority  and  privileges  as  before  the  Union ;  and 
though  the  said  court  was  subjected  to  regula- 
tion, for  the  better  administration  of  justice, 
yet  the  jurisdiction  of  it  was  in  no  case  to  be 
totally  extinguished. 

9.  '^  Because  the  erecting  new  jurisdictions 
with  such  indefinite  powers,  exclusive  of  tlie 
House  of  Lordsj  the  making  void  or  endanger- 
ing the  rights  of  great  ntunbers  of  lawful  cre- 
ditors or  other  clumants,  secured  to  them  by 
the  laws;  and  tlie  depriving  the  courts  of  jus- 
tice of  their  judicature  as  aforesaid,  we  humbly 
apprehend,  cannot  but  raise  the  highest  dis- 
contents in  the  minds  t)f  his  majesty's  subjects. 
Buckingham,  Strafford,  Poulett,  Geo.  Bristol, 
Bathurst,  Willoughby  de  Broke.  Deloraine, 
Trevor,  Oxford,  Plymouth,  North  and  Grey, 
Mansell,  Fr.  Roflfen ,  Northampton,  Compton, 
Tadcaster,  Guiiford,  Hay,  Greenwich,  Boyle, 
Weston,  Litchfield,  Belhaven,  Foley,  Masham, 
Montjoy.** 

Protest  against  the  Bill  for  erecting  Work' 
fiouses  at  Bristol.]  March  17.  A  Bill  for  the 
better  explaining  several  acts,  therein  mention- 
ed, for  erecting  of  Hospitals  and  Work*houses 
within  the  city  of  Bijstol;  foi;  the  eoiploying 
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J^rotest  against  passi/ig  the  ForfeitedEstatet* 
BiU.I  March  11.  Tlie  Lords,  in  a  grand 
coiuinittee,  read  the  third  time  the  bill  for  vest- 
ing tlie  Forfeited  Estates  in* trustees,  to  be  sdld 
for  ihe  nse  of  the  public,  and  for  giving  relief 
to  lawful  creditors,  by  determining  the  claims, 
and  for  the  more  e£fectual  bringing,  into  the 
respective  exchequers,  the  rents  and  profits  bf 
the  estates  till  sold.  And  ainotion  being  made, 
that  the  bill  do  pass,  it  was  carried  in  the  af- 
firmative, by  82  against  76. 
Contents    -   56  Not  Contents  45 

Prox:ies-    -  27—82,    Proxies  -      -  31—76. 

*'  Dissentient', 

1 .  **  Because,  we  humbly  conceive,  that  the 
charges  of  this  commission  are  a  very  great  and 
unnecessary  burthen  on  the  piiblic,  and  will 
swalluw  up  a  great  part  of  that  fund  tbe  com- 
missioners are  appointed  to  be  guardians  of; 
whereas  the  ends  of  that  trust,  which  is  lodged 
in  them  by  this  brll,  might  have  been  more 
rasily,  more  justly,  and  with  less  expence,  at- 
tained by  tlie  known  and  ordinary  course  of 
the  law. 

2.  "  Because  tlicre  is  erected  in  this  bill  a 
court  of  judicature  with  strange  and  new 
powers,  viz.  in  a  summary  way,  and  without 
ihe  formality  of  proceedings  in  the  courts  of 
lavir  or  equity,  to  proceed  by,  and  upon  the  les- 
tiiDony  of  witnesses  upon  oath,  examination 
of  persons  cl/iming,  or  otherwii»e  interested, 
upon  their  oaths;  inspection  and  examination 
of  deeds,  writings  and  records;  and  by  all  or 
nny  of  the  said  ways  and  means,  or  otherwise, 
according  (o  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  or 
of  the  persons  claiming,  arsoon  as  conveniently 
may  be,  to  hear,  determine  and'adjudge  alt  and 
every  claim  aud  claims :  Which  words  seem  to 
contain  the  most  arbitrary  and  unlimited  au- 
thoriry  that  can  possibly  be  created;  and  in 
particular,  the  expression  concerning  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  persons  is  not  only  unknown 
to  our  laws,  but  prescribes  a  rule  which  was 
never  yet  thought  to  be  a  proper  ingredient  in 
the  impartial  administration  of  justice. 

3.  '*  Because  there  is  in  tliis  bill  a  penalty 
laid  oi\  the  witnesses  who  shall  forswear  them- 
sekes  to  support  any  claim,  but  no  punishment 
inflicted  on  those  who  shall  make  false  oaths 
io  order  to  defeat  any  just  demand.         ^ 

4.  *'  Because  there  is  nothing  in'  this  bill 
which  incapacitates  the  commissioners,  or  any  in 
trust  for  them,  to  purchase  claims  on  the  For- 
feited Bstates;  and  yet  in  case  they  should 
make  such  purchases,  they  will  becom^  both 
judges  and  parties  in  the  same  cause,  and  con- 
sequently be  exposed  to  temptations  of  a  great 
and  dangerous  nature. 

6.  *'  Because  the  reversing  and  making  void 
all  acts  and  decrees  of  any  court  of  judicature, 
passed  since  the  fl4th  day  of  June,  1715,  con- 
cerning any  right,  charge  or  interest  out  of  any 
of  the  Forfeited  Estates,  and  the  not  saving  to 
all  Creditors  tind  other  claimants  such  right  as 
they  had  before  the  passing  this  bill,  does 
greatly  endanger^  if  not  toUlTjr  make  void  the 
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and  maintainiog  the  poor  thereof,  «nd  for  mak- 
ing the  said  acts  more  effectual,  being  read  the 
Uiii;d  time,  and  the  question  being  put^Tbat  the 
bill  do  pass,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  bjr 
58  against  32. 

''  Dissentient^ 

1.  **  Because  the  coaipreheosive  latitude  of 
lius  bill  is  such,  that  all  persons  witboat  dis- 
crimination, whether  well  or  ill  affected  to  our 
constittttiqB  in  choicb  and  state,  oapists  as  well 
as  protestant9,  nonjurors  as  well  as  those  who 
take  the  oath*,  jews  as  well  as  cbrissians,  are 
all  alike  capable  of  being  admitted  into  the 
corporation  to  which  this  bill  refers;  and  of 
sharing  all  the  trusU  and  powers  lodged  ia  the 
members  thereof. 

3.  ^  Because  this  bill,  whilst  it  complains  of 
the  difficult  J  of  finding  a  su£kient  number  of 
proper  and  well  qualified  persons  to  be  elected 
%b4  constituted  guardians  and  officers  of  the 
taid  corporation,  and,  to  avoid  that  pretended 
diffiooltjfj  lets  in  dissenters,  doth  at  the  same 
time  shut  out  seventeen  church^ wardens,  who, 
by  a  former  act,  were  incorporated  therein, 
and  who,  by  the  constitution,  bava  the  care  of 
the  poor  in  a  special  manner  intrusted  with 
them. 

3.  '^  Because  this  bill  repeals  a  law,  by  which 
the  dissenters  were  excluded  firom  places  and 
offices  iiwthis  corporation,  and  this  repeal  may 
hereafter  be  made  use  of  as  a  precedent  for 
abrogating  other  laws,  as  yet  in  K>rce,  in  order 
to  the  admission  of  dissenters  into  aH  places 
and  offices  whatsoever. 

4.  **  Because  this  bill,  by  exeaspting  guar- 
dians and  officers  therein  mentioned  from  the 
penalties  and  forfeitures  of  the  corporation  and 
test  acts,  doth,  in  oar  opinion,  very  much 
weaken  the  force  of  those  acts,  which  ere  de- 
clared by  the  legislature  to  have  been  made  ibr 
the  security  of  rbe  church  of  England,  as  by  law 
establi^ed,  and,  as  such,  are,  we  conceive, 
ratified  and  made  perpetual  by  that  clause  in 
the  Act  of  Union,  which  enacts,  That  the  act 
for  the  ministers  of  the  church  of  England  to 
be  of  souad  religion,  and  the  act  for  uniformity, 
and  all  aad  singahur  other  acts  of  parliament 
then  in  force,  for  the  establishment  and 'pre- 
servation of  the  cKorch  of  England,  shdll  re- 
asain  and  be  in  full  fo»ce  for  ever.  Geo.  Bris- 
tol, Hay,  Strafford,  Bathnrst,  Fr.  Roffen',  Man* 
tell,  Jonat  Winton*,  Job.  London,  Mou^oy, 
CoffiptOB,  Qiford,  Boj^le,  Weston."* 

The  jKin^^s  Message  for  ca  Additional  Nuuh 
her  of  Seamen,'}  ,  ^Iarc(l  17.  Mr.  Comptroller 
iBkMcawen  acquainted  the  House,  That  he  had  a 
Message  to  the  House  signed  by  liis  ma^ssty  : 
which  was  read  as  follows : 
"  Q,  R. 

**  His  majesty  being  at  present  engaged  in  se- 
veral negotiations  of  the  utmost  concern  to  the 
welfare  of  these  kingdoms,  and  the  tranquillity 
of  Europe;  and  having  latelv  received  informa- 
tion from  abroad,  which  makes  him  Judge  that 
it  will  give  weight  to  his  endeavours,  if  a  naval 
toe  be  «DD\pbyed  whan  it  shall  be  AecctSAryi 


does  think  fit  to  acquaint  this  House  therewith ; 
not^  doubting^  but  that  in  case  he  should  be 
obliged,  at  this  critical  juncture,  to  exceed  the 
number  of  men  granted  this  year  for  the  Sea- 
Service,  the  House  will  at  their  next  meeting, 
provide  for  such  exceeding  " 

Upon  this,  sir  William  Strickland  moved, 
"  That  an  Address  be  presented  to  his  majesty, 
to  return  his  majesty  the  thanks  of  this  House, 
for  his  unwearied  endeavours  to  protnote  the 
welfare  of  his  kingdoms,  and  to  preserve  the 
tranquillity  of  Europe :  and  to  assure  his  ma- 
jesty, that  this  House  will  make  good  such  ex- 
ceedingsofmen  for  the  Sea-Service  of  the  year 
1718,  as  his  majesty  in  his  royal  wisdom  shaU 
find  necessary  to  obtain  those  desirable  ends.^ 
This  motion,  being  seconded  and  the  question 
pot  thereupon,  was  carried  without  dividmg. — It 
IS  remarkable,  that  the  Spanish  embassador 
having  about  this  time  expostulated  concerning 
the  great  preparations  for  sending  a  Fleet  into 
the  Mediterranean,  Mr.  Walpole  said.  That 
such  an  Address  had  all  the  air  of  a  declaration 
of  war  agaiust  Spain. 

March  18.  Mr.  Boscawen  acquainted  the 
House,  *<  That  their  Address  bad  been  presented 
to  his  majesty ;  and  that  he '  was  couunaaded 
by  his  majesty  to  return  his  majesty^s  hearty 
thanks  to  tlus  Hou«e,  and  to  assure  them, 
that  his  majesty  shall  think  himself  obliged, 
ia  return  of  toe  great  confidence  they  have 
reposed  in  him,  not  only  to  Use  the  utnnost 
cecouomy  that  shall  bp  consistent  with  the 
real  interest  of  his  subjects  for  this  ensuing 
year ;  but  likewise  to  apply  his  most  earorst 
endeavours  to  prevent  fiitare  burthens  to  his 
people,  by  establishing  a  iiisting  peace  and  tran- 
quilliiy.*' 

The  King's  Speech  at  the  Close  of  the  Session.] 
March  21.  Thts  day,  the  King  came  to  the 
House  of  Peers,  and  the  Con^tnons  being  sent 
for  and  attending,  his  majesty  gave  the  royal 
assent  to  several  Bills.  After  which,  his  Ma- 
jesty was  pleased  to  say ; 

"  My  Lords,  and  Oentlemeo ; 
'^  I  have  commanded  my  Lord  Chancellor 
to  deliver,  in  my  name  and  words,  what  I  think 
fit  should  be  said  to  you,  on  my  putting  aa  end 
to  this  lessioa  of  parliament.^ 

And  thcQ  the  Lord  Chancellor  read  his  ma- 
jesty's Speech  as  fallows :   ' 

*'  My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen  ; 

*^  I  cannot  ptu  an  end  to  this  session,  with^ 
out  returning  my  hearty  thanks  to  so  good  a 
parliament,  for  the  dispatch  which  has  been 
^iven  to  the  public  business.  You  will,  I  hope, 
m  your  private  capacities,  feel  the  convenience 
of  an  early  rece$s  ;  and,  I  am  persuade,  tho 
public  will  receive  great  benefit  by  the  &eason- 
ahle  zeal  and  vigour  of  your  resolutions  in  sup* 
port  of  mv  government. 

'^  Nothing  can  add  so  much  to  the  credit  and 
influence  of  this  crown,  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
as  the  repeated  instances  of  your  affection 
(Q^PUt*    This  steadiness  «knd  rcsoslution  of  youiy 
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win,  I  hope,  enable  rae  to  procure,  against  jour 
next  meeting,  such  Treaties  to  be  concluded, 
as  vrHl settle  peace  and  tranquillity  among  our 
neighbours. 

•*  If  through  the  blessbg  of  God  my  endea- 
Yours  to  this  end  prove  successful,  I  shall  have 
the  satisfaction  to  silence  even  those  who  will 
never  own  themselves  convinced ;  and  to  let  all 
the  world  see  plainly,  that  what  I  have  most  at 
heart,  is  the  good  and  welfare  of  my  people, 
who  may  then  be  eased  in  their  taxes,  and  en- 
riched by  their  Trade. 

**  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons, 

**  I  must  return  you  my  particular  thanks  for 
the  Supplies  you  have  so  cheerfully  granted, 
and  for  the  late  instance  of  your  confidence  in 
me.  I  promise  you,  that  my  endeavoiirs  shall 
not  be  wanting  to  make  use  of  bot)i  to  the  best 
advantage  for  the  good  of  my  people. 
"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen  ; 

"  The  practice^  tvhich  are  daily  used  by  a 
tnost  restless  and  unhappy  set  of  men,  to  disturb 
B  government  by  whose  clemency  they  are  pro- 
tected, require  our  utmost  attention  and  vigi- 
lance. I  must  therefore  recommend  it  to  you, 
that  in  your  several  stations  and  countries,  yoa 
will  endeavoor  to  quell  that  spirit  of  disaoiec- 
tioo,  which  our  common  enemies  are  so  indus- 
trious to  foment." 

Then  the  Lord  Chancellor  prorogued  the 
Parliament  to  the  20th  of  May  ;*  after  which 
it  was  farther  prorogued  to  the  11th  of  No- 
rember. 


FOURTH  SESSION  of  the  FIFTH  PAR- 
LIAMENT OF  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  Kin^s  Speech  on  Opening  the  Sasion,] 
^fovember  Ih  ^^This  day  the  King  came  to 
the  House  of  Feers,  and  the  Commons  attend- 
ing, his  majesty  delivered  the  fpllowiug  Speech 
into    the    hands    of    tlie  '  Lord    Chancellor, 

•  "  About  tbb  time  there  were  some  changes 
,n  the  Ministry.  .  Sir  Edward  Noithey  was  re- 
moved, and  Mr.  £echmere  was  made  Attorney 
Saneral  in  his  room.  The  earl  of  Sunderland 
vas  made  President  of  the  Couitcil  and  first 
Commissioner  of  the  Treasury.  The  6ther  com- 
nissioners  were  Aislabie,  Wallop,  Baillie,  and 
Clayton.  Mr.  Craggs  and  the  lord  Stanhope 
'who  and  lord  Cadogan  were  soon  after  Created 
saris)  were  appointed  secretaries  of  state*  The 
^a^l  of  Berkley  Was  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
Admiralty,  with  sir  George  Bvng,  sir  John  Jen- 
sings,  Mr.  Cockhurne,  Mr.  Cbetwyrid,  sir  John 
J^prris,and  sir  Charles  Wager.  The  earl  of 
^olderness  was  made  first  commissioner  of  the 
Boafd  of  Trade.  In  April,  the  Lord  Chancellor 
Cowper  (whq  had  been  made  an  earl)  resigned 
the  great  seal,  and  went  immediately  into  the 
country.  Though  it  had  been  reported  some 
months  that  he  desired  to  retire,  yet  his  resign- 
ing his  employment  at  that  juncture,  was  a 
(reat  surprize  to  thepublic^  and  lio  small  grief 
10  all  unprejudiced  pettoni.  The  judges  Tracy^ 


(Parker*)  who  read  the  tame  to  both  Houses : 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen ; 

''  Since  your  last  recess,  Ihave,  by  the  bless* 
iug  of  Almighty  God,  oonclttded  saoh  terms 
and  conditions  of  peace  and  aUia»oe  between 
the  greatest  princes  of  Etiroipe,  «s  miil,  in  all 
human  appearance,  induce  others  to  follow 
their  example,  and  make  aay  attempts  to  dis* 
torb  the  public  tranquillity  net  only  daogerout 
but  impracticable. 

"  These  engagements,  I  am  persuaded,  will 
he  so  much  the  more  agreeable  to  all  my  good 
sahjeots,  as  they  bind  the  coatracting  powers 
to  support  the  Succession  to  these  kiogdons  ia 
my  ^ily,  to  which  some  were  not  at  all,  and 
others  notso  ftiUy  bound  by  any  former  treaties: 

*^  During  the  whole  oom-se  of  ^Mse  iiegoci»« 

Prat,  and  MouRtague,.  were  madecommissioiH 
ers  of  the  ereatseal ;  but,  abdut  b  mouth  aAer» 
the  lord  Parker  was  mada  Higb-ChanosUor.'^ 
Tindal. 

•  "Thomas  Parker  was  bom  in  1667,  and 
if  not  a  native  was  long  a  resident  at  Derby, 
wl^ere  he  followed  the  profession  of  an  at- 
torney. Abilities  and  interest  procured  him 
practice,  that  practice  brought  money,  and 
money  consequence.  These  united  introduced 
him  into  the  office  of'Recorder,  which  opened  a 
wider  field  for  his  talents.  He  soon  became  a 
pleader  at  the  bar,  travelled  the  midland  cir« 
cuit,  acquired  additional  estimation,  was  de- 
nominated the  'silver-tongued  counsel,'  and 
found  interest  enough  in  1705,  to  cause  himself 
to  be  returned  a  member  fur  the.  borough  of 
Derby  with  lord  James  Cavendish.  Having 
now  ascended  into  a  political  atmosphere^ 
where  his  talents  beamed  with  more  diffusive 
brightness,  he  made  rapid  advances  towai;ds 
preferment.  He  was  knighted  in  1705,  and  ap- 
pointed queen's  Serjeant.  The  Commons,  sen* 
sible  of  his  powers,  chose  him  one  of  their  ma^ 
Uagers  in  the  trial  of  Dr.  Sacheverell,  wh^ch  he 
conducted  with  great  abiliiir.  In  1710,  he  was 
made  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the  King's  Bench; 
and  reliised  the  Chancellor's  seals  because  his 
sentiments  did  not  coincide  with  those  of  the 
Harleian  ministry.  He  was  created  harou 
Parker  in  1716,  viscount  Parker  of  Ewelme, 
in  1718,  and  then  accepted  the  Seab.  lii 
1721,  be  was  further  created  earl  of  Maccles- 
field, and  continued  Lord  Chancellor  till  1725, 
when  he  was  accused  of  selling  places  in 
Chancery,  brought  to  trial,  and  fined  30,000/. 
The  king  called  for  the  council  book>  and 
with  a  sigh  dashed  .out  his  name.  Unhappily 
for  his  lordship,  party  rage  ran  high,  and  a 
brand  was  fixed  upon  his  name  which  never 
wore  out.  It  must  be  presumed,  however,  t)iat 
the  charges  were  fully  proved,  as  out  of  93  peers 
who  gave  judgment,  there  was  nqt  one  who 
pronounced  '  Not  Guilty.'  He  retired  during 
the  last  eight  vears  of  his  life  to  Derby,  where 
he  resigned  his  earthly  existence,  April  ^8^ 
1732.*'  Orford's  Royal  and  N«ble  AutJ^ri. 
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tioQS,  a  most  ttrict  regard  has  been  had  to  the 
interests  of  Spain ;  and  better  conditions  have 
been  stipulated  for  that  king,  than  were  insisted 
upon  in  his  behalf  even  at  the  Treaty  of 
tJtredit ;  bat  the  war  in  Ilungarj,  which  by 
our  mediation  U  since  Happily  ended,  having 
tempted  the  court  of  Spain  unjnstly  to  attack 
the  emperor,  and  the  hopes  they  have  since 
conceived  of  raising  disturbances  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, France,  and  elsewhere,  having  encouraged 
them  to  believe,  that  we  should  nut  be  able  to 
act  in  pursuance  of  our  Treaties,  for  thedefence 
of  the  dominions  invaded  by  (hem,  nor  even 
to  support  those  other  essential  and  necessary 
conditions  of  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  which  pro- 
vide against  the  great  monarchies  of  Europe 
being  at  any  time  hereafter  united  und?r  one 
fovereign,  they  hitve  not  only  persisted  in  such 
A  notorious  violation  of  the  public  peace  and 
tranquillity,  but  have  rejected  all  our  aoiicable 
proposals,  and  have  broke  through  theif  most 
solemn  engagemoots  for  the  security  of  our 
commerce. 

"To  vindiqate  therefore  the  faith  of  our 
ibrmer  Treaties,  as- well  as  to  maintain  those 
which  we  lately  made,  and  to  protect  and  de- 
fend the  trade  of  my  subjects,  which  has  in 
every  branch  been  violently  and  unjustly  op- 
pressed, it  became  necessary  for  our  naval 
forces  to  check  their  progress.  It  was  reason- 
able to  hope,  that  the  success  of  our  arms,  the 
repeated  offers  of  friendship,  which  I  have 
never  ceased  to  make  in  the  most  pressing 
manner,  and  the  measures  taken  in  concert 
with  the  Emperor  and  the  most  Christian  king, 
to  restore  tne  public  tranquillity,  would  have 
produced  a  better  .disposition  in  the  court  of 
Spain ;  but  I  have  received  informations,  that 
instead  of  listening  to  our  rieasonable  terms  of 
accommodation,  that  court  has  lately  given 
,  orders  at  all  the  ports  of  Spain  and  of  the  West 
ladies,  to  fit  out  privateers^  and  to  take  our 
ships. 

"  I  am  persuaded  that  t  British  parYian>ent 
will  enable  me  to  resent  such  treatment,  as 
becomes  us :  and  it  is  with  pleasure  that  I  can 
assure  you  of  the  ready  and  friendly  resolu- 
tions of  our  good  brother  the  Regent  of  France, 
to  concur  and  join  with  me  in  the  most  vigor- 
ous measures. 

"  The  firm  confidence  I  repose  m  the  affec- 
tion of  my  people,  together  with  my  earnest 
desire  to  ease'  them  ef  every  charge  not 
absplutcly  necessary,  determin^  me,  imme- 
diately after  the  exchange  of  the  ratffications 
^  of  our  ereat  alliance,  to  make  a  very  consider- 
able reduction  of  our  land>fbrces ;  nor  could  I 
better  express,  than  by  so  doing,  how  little  we 
apprehend  tlie  attempts  of  our  enemies  to  dis- 
turb the  peace  of  my  kingdoms,  even  though 
Spain  ^hould  think  fit  to  continue  some  time 
in  war.  -^  Our  naval  force  imployed  in  concert 
with  our  altfes,  will,  I  trust  in  God,  soon  put  a 
bappy  end  to  the  troubles  which  the  arabMiuus 
▼iews  of  that  court  have  begun,  and  secure  to 
my  subjects  the  execution  of  the  niaoy  treaties 
in  foroo  relating  to  our  commerce. 


"  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  CommtMis; 

**  I  mu6t  desire  you  to  grant  me  sech  Sup- 
plies, as  will  enable  me  to  carry  ou  the  service 
of  the  year.  I  have  given  orders  to  have  (be 
proper  Estimates  laid  before  yoo,  whereby  yva 
will  perceive  i  have  reduced  theexpenceasrouch 
our  circumstances  can  well  admit.  I  huve  the 
pleasure  toobserve  to  you  that  tkte  funds  appro- 
priated for  sinking  the-pu  hi  ic  debts,  Iiave  an- 
swered above  expectation.  I  most  however 
reeonunend  to  you  to  consider  of  proper  oie- 
tiiods  fur  improving  them,  by  p:erentirg  tiie 
Frauds  and  Abuses  daily  committed  iu  the 
public  Revenues,  not  doubting  in  a)}  your  pro- 
ceedings you  will  have  that  regard  to  the  in- 
violable preservation  of  the  pubhc  credit,  which 
may  quiet  the  minds  of  all  those  that  bavt 
trusted  to  parliamentary  engagements. 
"  Wy  Lords  and  Gfienilemen  ; 

*'  There  never  was  a  time  when  your  Qoani- 
mity,  your  vigour,  aud  dispatch,  were  more  ne- 
cesa%ry  to  so  many  good  ends,  as  those  we  hare 
now  jn  view.  I  have  done  my  part.  It  re- 
mains with  you  to  give  the  last  finishing  to  tbii 
great  work.  Our  friends  and  our  enemies, 
both  at  home  and  abroad,  are  waiting  the  event 
of  your  resolutions  :  and  I  dare  promts  my 
self  that  the  first  have  nothing  to  apprehend, 
nor  the  others  to  hope,  from  your  cuoduct  in 
this  important  juncture,  who  have,  during  lite 
whole  course  of  my  reign,  ^en  socb  livelr 
proofs  of  your  zeal  and  ^ctioo  to  my  persun, 
and  of  your  love  to  your  country ." 

Debate  in  the  Lord$  on  the  Addrm  af 
Thanki,']  The  King  being  withdrawn,  and  the 
Commons  returned  to  their  House,  the  lord 
Carteret  moved  for  an  Address  of  Thanks  to 
his  majesty,  for  his  c%re  in  preserving  the  pub- 
lic peace,  and  the  balance  of  .ower  in  Europe; 
for  the  considerable  reduction  of  the  tnnd- 
forces;  and  for  having  obtained  »o  great  and 
farther  securities  of  thej  Succession  to  these 
kingdoms  hi  his  royal  family ;  as  also  to  con- 
gratulate  the  seasonable  success  of  his  ma- 
jesty's naval  forces ;  and  to  assure  hhn,  that 
t&e  House  would  support  him  in  the  pursuit  of 
those  prudent  and  necessary  measures  he  had 
taken  to  secure  the  trade  and  quiet  of  these 
kingdoms,  and  the  tranquillity  of  Europe.  Ha 
was  seconded  by  the  lord  Ten  ham,  but  several 
lords  excepted  against  the  congratulating  bis 
majesty  upon  the  seasonable  success  of  his 
Naval  Forces,  and  the  promising  to  support  him 
in  the  pursuit  of  those  prudent  ^and  necessary 
measures  he  had  taken,  because  it  w.i8,  in  ef- 
fect, to  approve  a  sea-fight  wliich  might  be  at* 
tended  with  dangerous  consequences,  and  giva 
the  sanction  of  that  august  assembly  to  mea- 
suics,  which,  upon  examination,  might  appear 
either  to  clash  with ^  the  laws  of  nations,  and 
former  treaties,  or  to  be  prgudicialto  the  trade 
of  Great  Britain ;  that  according  to  the  con- 
stant usage  of  that  House,  they  ought  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  utmost  caution  and  roaturest  de- 
liberation in  an  affiiir,  wherein  the  honour,  and 
interest  of  the  nation  v^rc  so  hkhlj  crniceroed. 
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Lord  Strafford  insbted,,  Tli^it  before  tbej 
approved  tbie  sea-figbt,  they  ought  to  be  satis- 
fied wiiether  the  same  happened  bcforeor  after 
the  signing  of  the  Quadruple  Alliance,  and 
therefore  moved  forap  Address  tbatftir  Geor^rt 
Byng's  instructions  might  be  laid  before  the 
House.    To  tliis  it  was  finswered  by 

Lord  Stanhope^  Thnt  there  was  no  manner  of 
occasion  for  such  an  Address,  since,  by  his  ma* 
jesry's  command,  be  bad  already  Jaid  before 
the  House  the  Treaties  of  which  the  late  Sea- 
Fif^ht  WHS  a  consequence^  and  in  particular 
the  treaty  for  a  defen^ve  Alliance  between  the 
emperor  aud  his  majesty,  made  at  Westminster 
tbe  25lh  of  May,  1716 ;  aud  the  treaty  of  al- 
liance for  restoring  and  settling  the  pubKc 
peace>  sip:ned  at  London  the  92d  of  July,  O.  S. 
^fter  this  bis  lordship  accounted  at  large  for 
tlie  justice  and  equity  of  those  Treaties,  which 
were  mainly  calculated  to  preserve,  restore  and 
settle  the  peace  of  Europe,  by  tei  dering  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht  effectual,  particularly  in  ^'re- 
venthfig  the  union  of  the  two  great  monarchies 
of  France  and  Spain,  under  one  sovereign,  and 
in  secui^tig-the  succession  of  these  kingdoms  in 
his  majesty's  royal  family.  At  the  same  time, 
his  'ortbhip  shewed  how  the  courc  of  Spain  had 
violated'  Uie  treaty  of  Utrecht,  and  acted 
against  tbe  public  faith  in  attacking  the  empe- 
ror's dominions,  while  he  was  engiiged  in  a  war 
against  the  enemies  of  Christendom,  and  in 
what  manner  xhty  had  rejected  his  majesty's 
friendly  offices,  and  repeated  offers  of  mediat- 
ing an  accommodation  between  the  emperor 
and  his  catholic  mi^esty*  To  which  purpose 
his  lordship  gave  the  House  an  account  or  his 
late  journey  to,  and  negociations  in,  Spiiin.  Ue 
added.  That  it  was  high  time  for  Great  Britaip 
to  check  tbe  growth  of  the  naval  power  of 
Spain,  in  order  ta  protect  and  secure  tbe  trade 
of  tbe  British  subjects,  which  bad  been  vio- 
lently oppressed  by  the  Spaniards ;  to  which 
purpose  several  letters  were  read :  concluding, 
that  both  with  relation  to  sir  George  Byngs 
instructions,  and  in  all  other  respects,  in  this 
wlioleafiair,  his  majesty  had  actea  by  the  ad- 
vice of  his  privy  council ;  tliat  he  was  one  of 
that  number;  and  he  thought  it  an  honour  to 
have  advised  his  majesty  to  these  measures,  be- 
cause he  was  persuaded  they  intirely  agreed 
with  the  honour  aud  interest  of  his  country ; 
that  he  doubted  not,  l>ut,  upon  the  strictest  ex- 
amination, the«e  measures  would  be  approved 
of  by  all  true  Englishmen;  and  that  he  was 
ready  to  answer  for  them  with  his  head. 

This  speech  delivered  with  becoming  vehe- 
mence, made  a  great  impression  on  the  whole 
assembly,  and  though  several  peers  still  ureed, 
that  tbe  making  war  before  the  declaring  o?  it, 
was  a  manifiest  riolktion  of  the  law  of  nations; 
and  others  raised  less  material  objections  ;  yet 
the  question  bei)ig  put  up<m  the  ford  Carteret's 
moti  >n,  tbe  same  was  carried  in  the  affirmative 
by  83  voices  against  50.  '  The  Speakers  for  the 
Address  were  the  lords  Carteret  and  Teiihani, 
and  the  earls  of  Sunderland  and  St^rihope; 
and  on  the  other  side,  the  duke»  of  Buckme- 
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ham,  Devonshire,  and  Argyle,  the  earls  of  Not- 
tinghaov.  Cow  per,  Oxford,  and  Hay,  the  lords 
North  and  and  Grey,  and  Harcourt. 

The  Lords*  Address  if  Thanks.^  Nov.  13. 
The  Lords  presented  their  Address  to  his  JSe1»" 
jesty,  as  follows': 

**  Most  Gracious  Sovereign, 

"  Wc,  your  majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loval 
subjects,  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  ia 
Parliaraenc  assembled,  do  return  your  majesty 
our  humble  thanks  for  your  mdst  gracious  speech 
from  the  throne  :  and  desire  to  express  to  your 
majesty  the  true  sensethis  House  has  ot  your  car^ 
in  preserving  the  public  peace,  and  the  just  ba- 
lance of  power,  in  Europe;  and  of  ihe  tender  re- 
gard which  your  majesty  has  shewn  for  the  trade 
of  your  subjects.  The  considerable  reduction  oC 
the  Land  Forces  which  your  mtjesty  has  made 
at  this  time,  must  fylly  satisfy  all  your  subjects, 
that  you  will  never  desire  the  coutinuance  of 
more  troops  than  what  are  absolutely  neces* 
sary  for  their  safety.  In  a  most  particular 
manner  w«  thank  your  majesty,  iq^r  having  ob- 
tained such  great  and  further  securities  of  the 
Succession  to  these  kingdoms  in  your  royal  fa- 
mily, as<  will,  under  tbe  blessing  of  God,  per- 
petuate the  Protestant  Succession  undisturbed. 
We  mdst  heartily  congratiilate  vdur  majesty 
upon  the  seasonable  success  of  your  naval 
Forces ;  and  beg  leave  to  assure  your  majesty 
that  this  House  will,  to  the  utmost  of  their 
power,  stand  by,  and  support  your  majesty,  ift 
the  vigorous  pursuit  of  those  prudent  and  ne« 
cessary  measures  your  majesty  has  taken,  to 
secure  the^rade.  and  quiet  of  these  kingdoms, 
aud  the  tranquillity  of  Burope." 

The  Kings  Answer^  His  Majesty  returned 
this  ansv^er  : 

«•  My  Lords ; 

^^  I  thank  you  for  this  Address,  co  full  of 
duty  to  me,  and  affection  to  your  country.  I 
cannot  doubt  but  my  endeavours,  for  the  hap-  . 
pioess  of  my  people  and  the  tranquillity  of 
Europe,  will  attain  tbe  ends  proposed,  when 
the  enemies  to  both  shall  see  me  supported 
therein  by  this  House  with  so  much  warmth 
^and  zeal.*^ 

Debate  in  the  Comtnons  on  the  Addreu  of 
ThOnkn.]  The  Commons  being  feturned  19 
their  House,  Mr.  Craggs,  by  bis  majesty's  conw  ^ 
mand,  presetited  to  tbe  House  copies,  in  Latin, 
of  several  Treaties,  with  a  List  of  them  ;  and 
the  title  of  the  copies  of  the  said  Treaties  were 
read,  and  then  tbe  lord  Hinchingjbroke  moved, 
**  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  his 
majesty,  returnipg  the  thanks  of  tbe  House  for 
his  most  gracious  Speech  from  the  throne,  and 
for  the  many  and  great  instances  which  he  bat 
therein  given  to  his  ptople,  of  his  constant  en- 
deavours for  their  security  and  welfare  ;  That  * 
the  House  has  inti re  satisfaction  in  those  mea- 
sures which  his  mi^esty  has  already  taken  for 
strengthening  the  Protestant  Succession,  and 
establishing  a  lasting  tranquillity  in  Europe; 
and « particularly  in  relation  to  the  crown  of 
Spain  ;  and  it  rtsolrf  d  to  enable  hil  majesty, 
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i^  ooocurreiioa  with  hit  alliciy  not  only  to  re^ 
Mot  the  injuries  that  crown  has  already  done 
to  theoommerce  of  these  kingdoms,  in  breach 
•of  the  treatiet  sabiisting  between  ihe  tko  na- 
tioMy  bet  will  likewise  support  hioiy  in  the  most 
Tigoroos  add  efiectoal  manner,  in  such  fiirther 
measures  as  his  majestjr  shall  Jud^e  necessary 
«e  coa44ete  the  pnbiic  tranqaillitj^  and  to 
oheck  the  growth  of  that  naval  power,  winch 


t  otherwise  prove  dangerous  to  the  trade  of 
4hese  kiegdoms,  and  lo  the  repose  of  Europe." 

The  loni  Qiochinghroke  was  badLod  by  the 
lord  Tyrconnel,  sir  David  Dalrymfde,  Mr. 
lioohmere,  Mr.  Cram,  Mr.  John  Stnith^  sir 
Gilbert  Ueathcote,  2r  Wilfred  Lawson,  Mr. 
Hampden,  Mr.  Aislabie,  Mr.  Boscawen,  and 
Mooel  Bladen  ;  hot  the  motion  being  opposed 
by  Mr.  Freeman,  Mr.  Heysham,  Mr.  Walpole, 
Mr.  SneU,  Mr.  If  ungerford,  Mr.  Heme,  sir  Jo- 
eepb  Jrkyli,  Mr.Cdwper,  sir  William  Wyndbam, 
Mr.  Shippea,  lord  Moleswortby  aad  general 
Ross,  a  warm  debate  ensued. 

The  Country  Party  strenuousljf  objected 
^igainst  tbe  words^  *  entire  satisfaction  in  those 
*  measures  which  bis  majesty  had  already 
<  taken.'  «  Ii^  order  therefore  to  have  these 
words  left  out  of  the  Address,  it  was  alledged 
in  tbe  first  place.  That  it  was  ^roparltamentary 
Mad  noprccedented,  on  the  first  dav  of  a  sce- 
lion  to  enter  upon  particulars ;  That  the  bu- 
einess  in  ^estipn  bmg-of  the  highest  impor(> 
ence,  viz.  peace  or  war,  deserved  the  matorest 
•Miberauoas  'dathefoie  they  approved  of  the 
measures  that  had  beeoSakea,  they  ought  to 
«ssmtne  the  Treaties,  and  the  veasone  on- 
which  these  nieasMea  were  fiMuxM,  which 
«ust  needs  take  up  seme  time ;  and  therefore 
they  ought,  for  the  pre^nt,  according  to  the 
sisual  custom,  to  content  themselves  with  re- 
Inmiiig  his  m^ieely  their  thanks  for  his  Speech, 
with  geoeral  assaraaoea  of  their  seal  and  a£Bse* 
tien  for  his  nnjesty's  person  and  government, 
•nd  then  appoint  a  day  to  take  the  said  Speech 
into  oonsideratioa. 

To  thistbeCoartiersansw«red|  tb«t  though 
-*  ell  applicgtiona  from  the  House  to  the  throne 
diffsrad  afieordiot  to  the  various  circomstances 
«f  affairs,  yet  there  were  not  waatiag  pre- 
cedents to  stt|)port  the  expressions  excepted 
against,  of  which  some  instances  were  pro- 
dttoed;  That  the  measures  that  had  been 
laken.  were  grounded  on  Treataee  that  had 
Ibeen  mid  before  them,  and  which  might  be  ex- 
junined  into  as  soon  as  the  House  tliought  fit; 
tut  that  it  was  necessary,  at  this  cridcad  junc- 
iure,  when  >he  eyes  of  all  Eotepe  were  fixed 
«D  this  parliamenr,  earlv  to  come  to  a  vigorous 
vesoiatien^  which  would  not  fiiil  having  itr  due 
M^  abroad.    This  was  warmly  oppc^ed  by 

Mr.  B.  Wclpcte,,  who  urged,  That  it  was 
hgainst  the  common  rules  of  prudence,  .and 
the  m^hods  of  proceeding  in  that  House,  to 
approve  a  thing  before  they  knew  what  it  was. 
That  he  was  thoiougbly  convinced  of,  and  as 
ready  as  anj|[  pereoa  in  that  assembly,  to  ac- 
knowledge his  mfl|  esty's  great  care  for  the  ge- 
lieral  peaoe  Of  Europe^  and  the  intcr^t  of 


measar^  could 
have  no  other  view,  than  to  Screen  miniAen^ 
who  were  conscious  of  having  done  something 
amiss,  and,  who  having  bttun  a  war  agunst 
Spain,  would  now  make  h  the  parliaiiettc^ 
war :  concluding,  that  instead  of  an  entire  sa- 
tisfaction, they  ought  to  shew  their  entire  dSi- 
satis£eu:tion  with  a  conduct  that  was  oontrtry 
to  tbe  laws  of  nations,  and  a  breach  of  sokna 
treaties.    Upon  this 

Mr.  Crmggt  eave  the  House  an  account  oC 
the  measures  which  the  king  and  his  minister! 
had  pursued  for  restoring  and  securing  the  train 
quilhty  of  Europe,  and  said^  That  upon  that 
view  a  Treaty  ordefensive  alliance  between  his 
majesty  and  tbe  emperor  had  been  signed  in 
Ma^  IT'lO,  and  by  that  very  gentleman,  thenia 
a  high  station,  who  now  excepted  against  tbeae 
measures :  That,  at  the  same  time,  nis  majeity 
sincerely  desifed  add  endeavoured  to  maiotsio 
a  perfect  friendship  itith  the  king  of  Spain,  and 
had  even  proposed  a  defensive  idliance  to  Un, 
before  be  made  one  with  any  other  power: 
That  notwithstanding  the  eogagetnents  his  ma- 

i'esty  was  under^  to  guaranty  the  neotnJitf  of 
taly,  and  to  defend  the  emperor  in  the  posses* 
sion  of  his  dominions,  which,  upon  the  invasioa 
of  Sardinia,  might  have  justified  his  ma^jesty^ 
assisting  his  imperial  majesty  against  Spam;  yet 
the  king  diese  rather  to  act  as  a  friendly  media- 
tor, and,  in  concert  with  the  regent  of  FraQce, 
endeavoured  to  find  out  means  of  recondliot 
the  interests  of  die  emperor  and  of  tbe  king  of 
Spain,  as  the  only  wat  to  pot  a  stop  to  die 
war  that  threatened  Italy,  and  in  which  aS 
Europe  might  be  involved :  that  the  Cathofic 
king  was  often  solicited  by  the  British  lUinisten 
at  Madrid,  to  concur  with  his  majesty's  good 
intentions,  and  to  give  such  iifttructions  to  tfas 
Spanish  minister  here,  as  woAld  put  it  in  bis 
majesty^s  power  to  stand  up  for  the  interest  and 
advantage  of  Spain  in  the  ensuing  negotiations: 
that  the  Catholic  king  having  declined  to  con* 
cert  measures  with  Great  Britain,  and  de- 
manding, in  ceneral,  satisfaction  for  the  breadics 
he  pretended  tbe  emperor  had  made  npon  tbe 
Treaty  of  Utrecht,  tlie  balance  bf  power  in 
Europe,  and  the  security  and  liberty  of  tbe 
princes  and  states  of  Italy,  all  that  his  ra^^y, 
^ith  the  regent's  assistance,  could  do,  was  to 
obtain  of  the  emperor  such  conditions  as  were 
thought  most  agreeable  to  his  catholic  majesty; 
to  wit,  an  ah^lute  renunciation  of  the  mo* 
narchy  of  Spain  and  the  Indies,  and  a  very  con- 
siderable settlement  in  Italy  for  4  prmce  of 
Spain,  particularly,  the  great  duchy  of  Tuscany: 
that  as  the  emperor's  pretensions  to  Sicily  were 
the  principal  reasons  of  his  opposing  the  Treaty 
of  Utrecht,  from  which  he  could  not  afterwanJs 
be  brought  off  by  the  Treaty  of  Baden,  it  be* 
came  necessary,  towards  an  accommodalioo,  ts 
diS^e  of  that  island  in  favour  of  his  imperiil 
nlajesty,  of  whom,  upon  that  consideration,  his 
hi^esty  and  tbe  regent  of  France  obtamed  the 
disposition  of  Sardinia  in  fkvOur  of  the  king  of 
Sicily :  thltt  th^  WCM  the  principal  AilMhl  ef 
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the  Treatj  of  Atfiaooei  for  reitoring  fto4  9ettliq| 
the  public  peace,  commooly  called  Um  Qua^, 
dniple  Alliance,  which  was  a  long  while  dejpend- 
iogy  aad  at  last  signed  here,  on  the  33d  of  Jul^/ 
1718:  that  in  order  to  support  the  views  of  this 
Treaty,  and  to  add  weight  to  the  endeavours  for 
restoring  the  tranquillity  of  Europe,  his  majesty 
acquainted  the  Commons,  towards  the  end  of 
the  last  session  of  parliament,  that  he  intended 
to  en^iloy  a  naval  force  when  it  should  be  ne- 
cessay;  whereupon  this  House  unanimously 
oesolved  to  return  his  majesty  their  Thanks  for 
bis  unwearied  endeavours  to  promote  the  wc^ 
fare  of  his  kingdoms,  and  to  preserve  the  tran- 
quility of  Europe;  and  to  assure  his  majesty, 
Ibat  they  would  make  good  such  exceeding^  of 
men  for  the  sea  service  for  the  year  17 18,  as  his 
majesty,  in  bis  royal  wisdom,  should  find  neces- 
sary to  obtain  those  desirable  ends:  That  this 
uoammous  Resolution  undoubtedly  iinplied  an 
entire  satisfactioo  in  the  measures  bis  mt^esty 
vas  at  that  time  concerting  for  preserving  the 
tranquillity  of  Europe;  and  if  an  action  has 
since  happened  in  consequence  of  those  mea- 
lores,  this  cannot,  with  any  justice,  be  called  the 
War  of  the  Ministers,  but  rather  the;  War  of  the 
parliaments  that,  however,  it  was  not  with  de- 
sign of  making  war,  but  only  of  restori^i  peace, 
that  his  miy.esty  seni  a  strong  squadron  into  the 
Mediterranean :  that,  pursuant  to  this  view,  as 
soon  as  sir  Geoige  Byog  reached  the  coast  of 
Spain,  be  wrote  a  letter  to  that  king,  desiring 
bim  to  accept  his  nu^esty's  mediation,  and  to 
desist  from  tbe  hostilities  already  benin;  offers 
ing  him  his  service,  either  to  withdraw  liis 
troops,  or  even  to  assist  him^  in  case  the  em- 
peror should  not  consent  to  .a  tuspension  of 
sms;  which  the  admiral  proposed  while  an  ac- 
cemmodation  should  be  negodated:  that  the 
Spanisurd,  having,  with  hauthtiness  rejected  his 
nuuesty^s  repeated  maicable  proposals,  and  not 
onlj  persisted  in  the  violation  of  the  public 
peace,  by  the  invasion  of  Sicily,  but  likewise 
broke  through  most  solemn  treaties  for  the  se* 
cnrily  of  our  Trade,  it  became  necessarv  for  his 
«uuesty*s  naval  forces  to  check  these  Insolent 
and  violent  proceedings,  as  well  to  maintain  the 
^th  of  his  mq^esty's  engagements,  and  prevent 
the  consequences  of  this  war,  as  to  protec;t  and 
defend  the  trade  of  the  British  subjects,  which  la- 
bours under  the  heaviest  hardships  and  difficol- 
lies.— To  confirm  this  last  assertion, 

CoL  Bid^kn  produced  a  list  of  many  mer- 
chant ships^taken  or  detained  by  the  Spaniards. 

Mr^  A,  Walpole  having  made  solemn  profes- 
sions of  his  duty  and  affection  to  the  king,  and  of 
his  readiness  to  acknowledge  hismqjesty's  roj^al 
eaie  and  constant  endeavours  for  the  security 
and  iKlforeof  his  people,  and  the  tranquillity  of 
Xorope;  but  distinguishiug  between  hismt^esty 
and  bis  mlhisters^  and  shewing  an  unwillingness 
to  aoptove^the  measures  pursued  by  the  latter, 
vntilrthe  treaties  on  which  those  measures  were 
iNinded^  had  been  fully  and  maturely  eza- 


Mr,  Crqggf  readily  admitted  of  the  distinc- 
isahciffreett  the  kipgaiMi  bis  BUPiitefS;  adding, 


Tbat  bt  observed  with  agreat  deal  of  pleasore. 
how  unanimous  they  merp  all  for  the  king,  and 
that  be  shoald  be  ettrenktly  sorry  if  the  minis* 
ters  should  be  the  occasion  of  any  delay  in  the 
House's  expressing  their  duty  and  afiection  to 
hismi^ty;  that  he  owned  ministers  were  not^ 
infallible;  that  he  had  the  honour  to  be  one  or 
his  mqjesty's  servants,  and  had  gone  as  great 
lengths  as  any  in  the  measures  thnt  had  beets 
taken  :  but  that  be  was  so  positive,  tbMt  in  the 
course  of  this  whole  affair  nothing  had  beeir 
done  that  was  not  entirely  consistent  with  (h« 
faith  of  treaties,  and  the  honour  and  interest  ol, 
the  nation,  that  he  durst  promise^both  for  him 
self  and  the  rest  of  the  ministers,  that  if  the 
House  came  into  thb  vote,  which  be  thought  of 
the  highest  importance  at  this  critiod  juncture^ 
no  manner  of  advantage  would  be  taken  of  it  to 
palhate  any  fouks^  which,  throagb  boman  fraiky, 
might  have  been  comnutted;  and  that  for  hm 
own  part  he  was  ready  to  nndei)|6  the  severest 
exatuksation,  wheaever  the  House  should  think 
fit  to  enquire  into  the  oondoet  af  the  manistrjr. 

Upon  the  whole  matter,  the  qtiestion  beia|p 
at  ktft  put,  upon  the  lord  Hiodiingbroke^  hhv 
tiosit  it  was  carried  in  the  afirmative  by  9i#* 
votes  against  15^ 

Tki  Cmmma*Mdrm  ^  W^wJb.]  Nor.  If. 
Hie  lord  Hinchingbroke  reported  the  Address^ 
wliich  on  the  19th  was  presented  lo  his  mi^ 
jesty,  as  follows: 

**  M%j  it  please  your  Majestf  ; 

^  We  yoor  Majest/s  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
suhjectSy  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in  par- 
liament assembledy  do  return  our  mqst  sincere 
and  unfoign^  thanks  to  your  sucred  majesty 
for  your  most  gracious  Speech  from  tbe  throat, 
ana  for  the  owoy  and  great  instances,  whic^ 
yeu  have  been  gracionsly  pleased  therein  tn 
|ive  TOUT  people,  of  vour  constant  endaavoarai 
lor  their  security  and  welfare. 

^  It  is  with  the  greatest  pleasure  tbat  mm 
have  this  opportunity  to  assare  your  majestv^ 
tliat  we  have  entire  satisfiictioo  ia  those  luei- 
sores  which  you  have  already  taken,  for  strength- 
ening the  Protestant  Succession  to  the  crown  of 
these  realms  in  your  own  hth\h,  and  for  estab- 
lishing a  lasting  tranquillity  in  £arope,  and  pai^ 
tiovlarly  in  relatioQ  to  the  cnylro  oi  Spaia ;  and 
we  are  resolved  on  oar  parts,  to  tbe  utmost  of 
oar  poiver,  to  eaable  your  majesty,  in  coaeiuw 
renca  with  yoor  allies,  not  only  u*  resent  the 
iojttrias  which  that  crown  has  ahvady  dune  M 
the  commerce  of  these  kingdoms,  ia  breecb  of 
the  Treaties  subsisting  between  the  two  nations^ 
but  will  likewise  support  yoar  majesty  in  the 
meet  vigorous  aad  effectual  osanner,  in  soah 
fortfaer  measures  as  in  your  great  wisdom  yots 
shall  judge -necessary  to  complete  the  pablia 
tranoaillity,  and  ta  check  the  growth  of  that 
naval  power,  which  must  otherwise  prove  daiii- 
gerons  to  tbe  trade  of  these  kingdomSi  and  the 
repose  of  Europe. 

<«  We  should  be  wanting  in  our  duty  to  your 
mqjesty,  if  we  did  not  express,  in  the  most  al- 
foctionate flMoocr.  the greai Mikia  we  havaal 
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that  imtance  of  yoar  tender  concern  for  the 
ease  of  jour  j)eople,  in  the  farther  reduction 
which  you  hare  made  of  your  Land  Forces  ; 
which  must  be  accepted  by  all  your  good  sub- 
jects, as  the  strongestproof  of  your  wisdom  and 
goodness. 

/*  We  crave  leate  to  concur  with  yoor  sacred 
majesty,  that  regard  must  always  be  had  to  the 
inviolable  preservation  of  the  public  credit,  for 
the  quiet  aitd  just  security  of  all  those  who  have 
trusti  d  to  parliamentary  engagements, 

'  "  And  do  farther  assure  your  majesty,  That 
^e  will  by  our  conduct  in  this  important  junc- 

*  ture,  give  your  majesty  and  the  whole  world  alt 
imaginable  proofs  of  our  zeal  and^  inviolable 
duty  and  affection  to  your  person  and  govern- 
inent,  and  of  our  love  to  our  country." 

I%e  Kins*8  Answer,]    His  Majesty's  Answer 
was  as  follows: 
•**  Gentlemeo, 

^'  I  am  extremely  sensible  of  the  xiuty  and  af- 
fection you  express  to  my  person:  your  vigour 
and  re«ulutiun  to  support  me  will  encourage  our 
frieodsy  and,  by^e  blessing  of  God,  enable  me 
to  defeHt,ihe  ill  grounded  hopes  of  our  enen^iesi 
as  1  am  persuaded  the  necessity  a^d  usefulness 
of  your  proceedings  will  be  approved  by  the 
erenty  I  'do  return  you  my  rtry  beany  thanks 
for  this  loyiil  Address.'' 

A  Suppty  granted.]  Nov.  19.  The  Com- 
mons pur«uant  to  their  Address  immediately 
'  TOted  a  Supply.  They  allowed  for  the  sea  ser- 
Tice  13,500  sailors  at  4/.  a  month  each,  a- 
mounting  to  702,000/.  Twelve  thousand  four 
hundred  thirty-five  men  were  voted  for  the  land 
service,  v^hose  pay  amounted  to  526,964/.  1  If. 
8^.  These  sums,  with  what  was  vot6d  for  making 
goiid  deficiencies,  for  the  ordinary  of  the  navy, 
and  other  things,  amounted  in  ail  to  2,257,581/. 
199.  This  supply  was  raised  by  a  land  tax,  of 
Ss.  in  the  pound,  the  malt-tax  and  a  lotteiy  for 
500,000/.  The  bills  for  the  land  and  malt  tax 
were  presented,  and  Ixith  passed  Jn  one  day,  a 
dispatch  not  to  beparalleled  in, any  parliament 
isiuce  the  Revolution. 

Debate  in  the  Lordion  the  Bill  for  strength- 
ening the. Protestant  Interest,]  December  13. 
After  the  Lords  had  passed  a  bill  *  For  quiet- 
ing and  (establishing  Corporations,' 

The  Lord  Stanhope  stood  up  and  said,  That, 
in  his  opinion,  a  thing  of  greater  importance, 
and  becoming  the  wiMbro  of  that  august  as* 
a^mbly,  yet  renamed  to  be  done,  in  order  to 
settle  the  minds,  and  unite  the  hearts  and  af- 
lecii'ms  of  the  well  a£Fected  to  the  present 
Lapcy  e«>tahlisbment ;  and  that  for  that  pur- 
pi  ise,  iie  had  a  bill  to  ofTer  to  the  House,  mti- 
tied,  *  An  Act  for  strenuthening  the  Protestant 
♦interest  in  those  kingdomf*/ '"^ich  he  de- 
■  <  ■■■         ■  ■<  ■ 

•  "  The  king,  judging  by  the  disposition  of 
the  parliament,  that  it  would  be  a  proper  time 
to  execute  a  design,  he  had  long  been  medi- 
tating, resolving  to  attempt  it  this  session. 
Ever  since  his  accession  to  the  throne  be  had 


sired  mig^t  b^  read.  It  being  the  privilege  of 
every  peer  t^)  bring  in  such  a  Bill  as  he  tnioka 
proper,  without  the  previous  leave  of  the 
liouse,  the  said  hill  was  read,  importing  a  re- 

fieal  of  part  of  the  Act  ^f  the  10th  year  of  her 
ate  majesty's  reign,  intituled,   *  Ad  Act  for 

*  preserving  the  Protestant  Religion,  by  better 

*  securing  the  Church  of  EngUiKl,  and  against 
'  Occasional  Conformity:*  as  also  of  the  act  of 
the  12th  of  her  late  majesty's  reign,  •  To  pre- 

*  vent  the  Growth  n£  Schism;  and  of  some 
'  clauses  in  the  Test  and  Corporation  acts.' 
The'  lord  Sianhope  having  moved,  That  it 
might  be  read  a  second  time,  the  same  occa- 
sioned a  long  debate:  wherein  the  lord  Stao- 
hope  eudeavoured  to  shew  the  equitVi  reason* 
ableness,  and  advantage  of  restoring  DissacterB 
to  their  natural  rights,  and  of  easing  tkem  of 
the  stigmatizing  and  oppressive  laws,  made 
against  them  in  turbulent  time«,  and  obtained 
by  indirect  methods,  for  no  other  reason  than' 
because  they  evier  shewed  their  zealous  and 
firm  adherence  to  the  Revolution  and  Pro- 
testant Succession  ;  urging.  That  this  desirable 
union  of  all  true  Protestants,  as  it  would  cerw 
tainly  strengthen  the  Protestant  interest,  so 
would  it  rather  be  an  advantage,  thao  anj 
prejudice  to  the  church  of  England,  by  law 
established,  which  would  still  be  (he  head  of 
all  the  Protestant  churches;  and  tbe  arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury  become  the  pafriarcfa'of 
all  the  protestant  clergy. 

'  Lord  Stanhope  was  seconded  by  the  earls  of 
Stampford  and  Sunderland,  and  some  other 
lords :  but  the  dukes  of  Buckingham  and  De-> 


assured  the  church  of  England  of  bis  protec- 
tion, but  at  the  same  time  declared  for  a  iust 
Toleration,  by  ren)oving  the  odious  distinctiona 
between  churchmen  and  non-eon formi&ts.  In 
the  former  session  he  had  plainly  enough  dis- 
covered his  intern  ion,  but  the  prosecution  of  it 
was  prevented  by  the  misunderstanding  among 
the  Whigs.  The  Dissenters,  besides  the  Orc«- 
sitmal  and  Schism  Bills,  lay  under  the  weight 
of  the  Sacrameiital  Test.  As  they  had  beeo 
zealous  a<iserters  of  the  Protestant  sucoesdon, 
they  expected  to  be  relieved  firom  these  burdeoa 
as  soon  as  that  Succession  took  ptaoa.  To  tbat 
end  consultations  had  been  held  tbe  last  year, 
but  without  any  effect.  The  afiair  was  now 
lesumed,  and  debated  by  the  Dissenters  id 
utany  meetings,  in  several  paru  of  the  king- 
dom. The  majority  in  these  meetings  were 
for  a  general  repeal  of  the  acts  that  they  thought 
hardships  upon  them,  pr  leaving  matters  as  they 
stood.  But  they  were  assnr^  that  tbe  king 
had  pressed  the  affair  to  the  utmost  with  the 
ministers,  and  that  the  lord  Sunderland  said, 
*  It  was  im^racticable,^nd  to  attempt  a  repnJ 
'  of  the  Test  would  ruin  all.'  Upon  this  the 
Test  was  given  up,  after  assurances  that  tbe 
Test-act  should  also  be  repealed  in  a  more 
proper  time.  Earl  Stanhope  therefore  was 
to  move  for  a  repeal  of  the  Oocasiqiiai  and 
Schism  Acts  passed  in  the  latter  cad  of  tbe 
reigc  of  queeo  Anoe.^  r^^^r^  T  ^ 
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▼ooslurey  the  earls  of  Nottin^h«ai,  Ayletford, 
0»fi)rd,  Cowper,  and  Hay,  the  lord  viscount 
Townsbeod,  and  the  lord  North  and  Grey,  en- 
deavoured to  put  pff  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill  to  a  long  day.'  They  alleHged,  That  this 
Bill,  instead  of  strengthening,  would  certainly 
weaken  the  church  of  England;  by  plucking 
off  her  best  Antthers,  invesijng  her  enemies 
with  power,  and  sharing  with  them'  civil  and 
military  employments,  of  which  cbnrch-inerk 
oniy  are  now  in  )x>ssession. 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire^  in  particular,  sug- 
gested. That, it  was  irregular  to  bring  in  a  bill 
of  to  greai  consequence  wiihout  previously  ac- 
qoaiatiog  the  Hduse :  But  it  was  readily  an- 
swered hy 

Lord  stanhope^  that  his  grace  bad  forgot  that 
about  iwo  years  before  he  brought  in  himself, 
in  the  same  manner,  a  bill  of  much  greater 
consequence.  * 

The  £arl  of  Nottingham  said  upon  this  oc- 
casion. That  ^he  church  of  Englandis  certainly 
the  happiest  church  in  the  world,  since  even 
the  greatest  contradictions  contribute  to  her 
support:  For  nothing  could  be  more  contra- 
dictory tbaa  a  bill  which  is  said  to  be  calcu- 
lated to  strengthen  the  Protestant  Interest,  and 
the  church  of  England,  and  which  at  the  sartie 
time  npeals  two  acts  that  were  made  for  her 
farther  security. 

The  Earl  Cowper  made  al86  a  long  speech 
against  some  parts  of  the  bill ;  and^  among 
other  things,  said,  That  he  had  no  manner  of 
prejudice  against  the  Dissenters,  but  rather  a 
tender  regaird  for  them  ;  that,  as  he  had  been 
bred  in,  so  be  had  ever  communicated  with  the 
Cfasrch  of  England,  which  he  believed  to  be 
the  l>est  Protestant  church,  and  the  most  agree- 
able  to  (be  primitive  patter^i  of  Christianity; 
but  that,  however,  if  he  had  happened  to  be  at 
Genera,  be  would  nor  have  scrupled  to  have 
communicated  with  the  Protestants  there.  That 
he  was  for  giving  the  Dissenters  as  much  ease, 
as  was  consistent  with  the  safety^of  the  consti- 
tooon  in  church  and  st^te,  and  would  readily 
give  his  vote  for  the  repealing  of  the  Schism  act; 
but  that  he  could  not  but  oppose  that  part  of 
the  bill  oow  laid  before  them,  whereby  part  of 
the  Teat  and  Corporation  Acts  were  efiec- 
tnallf  repealed,  with  relation  to  Dissenters; 
because  he  lo«>ked  upon  those  acts  as  the  main 
balwark  of  our  excellent  constitution  in  church 
and  state,  and  therefore  would  have  them  in- 
violably preserved  and  untouched. 

The  Earl  of  liay,  upon  this  occasion,  said, 
ia  substance.  That  e^ery  body  knew  he  was 
cdocated  in  a  different  way  from  the  church  of 
fin^d:  but  nevertheless,  be  could  not  but 
be  against  this  biU,  because,  in  bis  opinion,  it 
Woke  the  Pacta  Conventa  of  the  treaty  of 
Unioir,  by  which  the  bounds,  both  of  the  cburcli 
ef  Englaind,  and  of  the  church  of  Scotlam), 
wcfe  fixed  and  settled ;  and  that  he  was  ap-' 
fftlieDsive,  that  if  the  Articles  of  the  Union 
— i^»*a— h   III      *ii  II  ■■■ ■*  ■  

*  See  tike  debate  on  the  Septennial  Bill,  brought 
in  by  the  duke  of  De? onsmrey  p.  $9%. 


were  broke  with  respect  to  one  church,  it  might 
afterwards  l>e  a  precedent  to  break  them  with 
respect  to  the  other. 

The  Lord  North  and  Grey  spoke  also  against 
the  bill,  and  urged,  That  this  was  an  affair  of  • 
so  great  importance,  that  it  ought  to  be 
maturely  considered,  and  debated  in  a  full 
Home;  and  a  great  many  members  bemg  ab- 
sent, his  lordship  moved  "That  the  second  read- 
ing might  be  put  off  for  a  month ;  and  that 
the  Lord  Chancellor  be  ordered  to  write  cir- 
cular letters  to  summon  all  the  lords  to  attend, 
upon  the  severest  penalty  the  House  could  in- 
ffict." 

The  Duke  of  Buckingham  was  of  his  lonf«' 
ship's  opinion,  as  to  the  putting  off  the  second 
reading  to  a  long  day;  but  thought  it  needless 
to  give  the  Lord  Chancellor,  who  had  business 
enough  upon  his  hands,  the  trouble  of  writing 
circular  letters :  and  therefore  his  grace  sug- 
gested, That  every  lord,  then  present,  might 
write  to  his  absent  friends,  to  acquaint  them 
with  what  was  depending  in  the  Hou^e  ;  and 
he  was  sure  such  letters  would  be  more  accep- 
table and  effectual  than  a  formal  summons. 

The  court  party  being  unwiUing  to  let  this 
affair  cool,  by  adjourning  it  so  long,  the  earl  of 
Hay  proposed,  **That  the  second  reading  might 
only  be  put  off  till  Thursday  the  18th  of  De* 
cember,''  which  was  agreed  to  without  dividing. 

Accordingly,  upon  that  day,  t|ie  hill  was  rei^ 
a  second  time,  and  a  motion  made  for  com- 
mitting it  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House ; 
but  this  being  opposed  by  the  earl  of  Notting- 
ham, and  some  other  peers. 

The  Earl  of  Cholmondely  suggested,  that  be- 
fore they  proceeded  any  farther,  in  an  affair 
wherein  the  Church  was  S3  nearly  concerned, 
he  thought  it  very  proper  to  have,  in  the  first 
place,  the  opinion  of  that  venerable  bench, 
pointing  to  my  locds  the  i)ishops.  This  'being 
unanimously  assented  to. 

The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  *  stood  up, 
and  declared  agamst  the  bill,  for  which  his 
grace  gave  his  renins,  importing  in  substance,' 
^at  the  acts  which  by  this  bill  were  to  be  re- 
pealed, are  the  main  bulwark  and  supportenT 
of  the  established  church;  that  he  had  all 
imaginable  tenderness  for  all  the  well-mesn- 
ing  conscientious  Dissetiters ;  but. he  could 
not  forbear  saying,  that  some  amongst  them 
made  a  wrong  use  of  the  favour  and  indulgence 
that  was  shewn  them  upon  the  Rtvolutioa, 
though  they  had  the  least  share  in  that  happy 
event;  and  therefore  it  was  thought  necessary 
for  the  legislature  to  interpose,  and  put  a  stop, 
to  the  scandalous  practice  of  Occasional  Con- 
formiiy,  which  was  condemned  by  the  sbberest 
part  of  the  Dissenters  them -elves.  And  as  to 
the  Act  against  Schism,  though  it  may  carry  a 
face  of  severity,  yet  it  seemed  needless  tn  n^ake 
a  law  to  repeal  it,  since  no  advantage  had  been 
taken  of  it,  against  the  dissenters,  ever  since 
it  was  made. 


♦Dr.WiHiamWake. 
of  faiiOf  tee  vol.  0.  p.  860. 

-  *      'igitized  by 


For  a  short  Accoont 

Google 


•Tl) 


FASL  HISTOBY^  5G«omi  I.  nil.— IMoMoii  He  BUfir 


H^. 


Tht  Archbishop  of  Xork^spckt  on  the  swne 
iide,  and  said.  That  the  arguments  used  the 
other  day  for  this  bill,  had  uo  mora  weight  with 
him,  than  they  had  with  his  brother  of  Canter- 
bury. His  ^race  urged,  in  particttlar)  the  dan- 
ger of  trusttog  the  Dissenters,  the  open  and 
nvo^ed  enemies  of  the  cbuccb,  with  power  and 
nuthority ;  and  endeavoured  to  account  for  the 
acts  aj^aiDSt  Occasional  Conformity  and  Schism, 
by  saying,  tliey  were  only  for  self-defence  and 
•elf-preseriratifln,  and  not  for  persecution; 
addinfl,  that  Disseoters  were  never  to  be  gained 
by  indulgence.  To  that  purpose,  he  quoted  a 
passage  out  of  a  treatise,  intitled,  **  A  Person- 
five  to  Lay  Conformity,"  written  by  a  |)relate, 
who,  it  was  insinuated,  had,  since  the  writing  of 
that  book,  embraced  and  maintained  ouser 
principles.  Ilis  graca  also  took  this  opportu- 
nity to  clear  the  clergy  of  the  Established 
Church,  from  the  aspersion  of  disaffisction  to 
the  present  happy  settlemeut,  by  instancing 
two  divines,  who,  duHng  the  late  unnatural  re- 
tbeliion,  had  given  siinoTproofs  of  their  loyalty 
«nd  zeal  for  his  majesty^s  person  and  govern- 
ment. 

The  Bishop  of  Bangor^  f  who  spoke  next, 

^  Sir  William  Dawes.  "  He  was  bom  at 
Lyons  near  Braintree,  Essex,  13th  September 
1671.  From  Merchants-Taylor's  school  he 
went  to  St.  John's  College,  Oxford  |  but  about 
two  years  after,  in  consequence  of  the  death  of 
bis  two  elder  brothers,  and  his  inheriting  the 
estates  of  bis  father,  sir  John  Dawes,  hart,  be 
removed  to  Cambridge,  as  nobleman  of  Ca- 
tharine Hall.  Soon  Mter  taking  his  degree  of 
Id.  A.  he  married  Frances  deughter  of  sir  Tho- 
mas  Darcy,  and  at  the  proper  age  entered  into 
orders,  and  in  1696,  after  being  made  D.  D.  b^ 
rojral  mandate,  he  was  elected  master  of  has 
College.  King  William,  who  was  pleased  with 
one  of  his  sermons,  gave  him  a  prebend  of  Wor- 
cester, and  he  was  afterwards  made  rector  and 
deab  of  Booking,  Essex,  in  every  litnation  re- 
commending himself  to  the  good  opinion  of  bis 
neighbours,  by  his  affsble,  benevolent,  and 
charitable  conduct.  On  the  accession  of  Queen 
Anne,  he  was  mad  2  one  of  the  royal  chaplaina; 
but  a  sermon  which  he  preached  offended  some 
cf  his  ministers,  and  the  see  of  Lincoln  intended 
for  bim,  was  conferred  on  Wake,  1705.  Two 
years  after^  however,  the  Queen  named  him  for 
the  see  of  Chester,  and  in  1714  be  was  trans- 
lated ID  York.    He  dted,  SOlh  April  1734." 

Lcnnpriere. 

-|-  Dr.  Benjamin  Hoadly.  '<  He  was  bora 
Kov.  14, 1676,  at  Westerham^  in  Kent.  Hb 
fiuher  was  for  some  time  matter  of  Norwich 
Grammar  school.  Young  Hoadly  entered  at 
Catharine*Hall.'  Cnmbridj^,  1698,  and  became 
afterwards  a  tellew  of  the  society.  In  1706, 
be  begao  hif  literary  career  by  an  attack  on 
Atterbory*s  sefmon  on  Dr.  Bennett'^s  funeral^ 
smd  two  years  after  he  attacked  another  ter- 
mon  of  the  same  nuthor,  on  the  Power  of  Cha- 
tily  to  cover  sin.  His  Measnres  of  Obedience, 
CD  the  doctrine  of  non-niNMoce^  ao  ptenicd 


answered  the  archbishop  nf  Yoi4^pMicnlnrl^ 
with  relation  to  t^  P^Mge  quoted  oat  of  one 
of  his  Treatises.  He  saicC  He  was  so  far  from 
having  altered  his  principles,  that  bath  before 
and  tSter  he  bad  been  promoted  to  the  station 
he  held  in  the  chttrch,he  had  endeavoured  to 
brin|  over  the  Disseoters ;  but  that  he  ever  was  of 
opimon„  that  gentle  means  are  the  most  elfoc- 
tual  for.  that  purpose.  Ader  this  he  endea-, 
voured  to  shew  at  laige  the  unreasonablenese 
and  ill  policy  of  iraposin[(  religions  teats,  as  a 
qualification  fi)r  dvif  or  military  empleymeMSy 
which  abridges  men  of  their  natural  righis,  de* 
prives  the  state  of  the  service  of  many  of  its 
best  subjects,  and  exposes  the  mtM  sajcred  in- 
stitutions and  ordinances  to  be  abused  by  pio». 
phsne  and  trrdigiQUS  persons.  He  al8#  endcA* 
voured  to  prove,  that  the  Occasional  and  Scfaisas. 
Acts,  were,  in  effect,  persecuting  laws;  and 
that  by  admitting  the  pnnciple  of  self-dcfenctt 
and  self-preservation  in  matters  of  reli^on,  all 
the  persecutions  of  the  Heathens  against  tbn 
Christians,  and  even  the  popish  inqiusilaomt 
may  be  justified.  As  to  the  power  of  wbicl^ 
soa»e  cletgymen  a^^ared  so  fond  and  so  jea* 
lous,  be  owned,  that  the  desire  of  nower  sjmI 
ncbes  is  natural  to  aU  men ;  but  that  he  hfil 
learned  both  from  reason  and  the  gpspelt  thisS 
this  desire  must  ke^p  within  doe  ^nMi^  and 

the  Commons  in  1709^  *  that  th^  petitioiMd 
the  queen  to-reward  his  services  in  the  cause  of 
civil  and  religions  liberty,  by  some  boooran 
prefement  He  was,  however,  neglecte{ 
though  made  rector  of  Strentham,  Surrey,  bj 
Mre.  Howland,  till  the  reign  of  George  tM 
Firs^  when  be  was  in  1715  raised  to  the  sec  ci 
Bangor.  Party  disputes,  however,  and  the  fbar 
of  his  personal  enemies,  detained  bias  im  the 
metropolis,  so  that  be  nasrer  visited  Ins 
bishopric.  At  this  time  his  sermon  on  the 
words,  *  My  kingdom  is  not  of  this  worid/  |m>- 
duced  a  violent  dispute  fiir  many  years,  knowe 
by  the  name  of  the  Baogorian  ControTenj. 
which,  though  at  first  attacked  the  tcnapersi 
power  only  of  the  deffjr,  soon  extended  to  tbf 
rights  of  princes.  In  this  controversy  be  had 
lor  opponents,  Br.  Snspe,  and  the  stiU  wofu^ 
fbrnudabls  William  Lnr,  who  in  some  poinCf 
triumphed  in  the  general  opinioii  over  biai. 
From  Bangor  be  was  translated  to  Herefbn^ 
and  afUrfwds  to  Salisbnrr,  and  lastly  to  Win* 
Chester,  where  he  continned  96  vean.  j^died 
17th  April  1761,  aged  83,  and  was  buried  m 
Winchester  Cntbedrai,  wheren  neatoMsntanen^ 
with  a  Latin  inscription,  wiicten  by  hiwsrl^ 
Records  the  events  of  his  Uh*    M  m  witter  h^ 


possessed  mat  abilities ;  be  wins  a  keen  < 
tan^  bnt  bis  sl^le  vas  inefaqgant,  andbispei* 
iiods,asPopfotnerves,' were  off  mile.'  His 


writmgSt  which  are  unmeNMS,  aes  4 
in  tne  fiiqpaphia  Britannica,  en  the  antboritf 
of  his  son.  Tbmy  hare  af^ss  wd  in  4  vols,  fciscw 
AkOTsids, among  otberpneni, has  paid ehwnrt^ 
smK  tribntff  tobit  bbodoit.^   XicniniQi^ 
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by  thftt  prelafiey  and  who  was  tbe  promoter  of 
CteOccMtoital  Billy  tndhad  opposed  thebilt 
DOW  in  qoettloo,  thought  it  proper  to  Jostifj^ 
hit  condapt ;  which  bis  lordship  did,  Irf  sayint 
be  was  in  those  days  but  a  young  man,  and 
had  wanted  opportunities  to  know  the  Dk^ 
senters,  which  be  bad  since,  and  found  them  to 
be  an  obstinate  sort  of  people,  never  to  be  sa- 
tisfied :  after  which  his  lordship  entered  upon 
the  merits  of  the  bill  and  mted  asainst  it. 

The  Bishop  of  London  *  did  the  same,  and 
urged,  That  m  wise  gorernments,  all  offices  and 
places  of  trust  are  in  the  nands  of  those  of  the 
national  church,  which  his  tordship  confirmed 
by  what  is  practised  in  Sweden. 

The  ffishop  of  Rockesterf  spoko  also  on  the 
same  side,  and  said,  in  substance,  That  he  was 
not  in  the  House  at  the  first  reading  of  this  Bill ; 
but  that  the  last  session  of  parliament  he  fore* 
saw  from  the  bill  about  an  Aims-House  at 
Bristol,  and  the  bill  for  applying  part  of  the 
fond  for  the  buihHog  of  new  Churches,  to  the 
rebuilding  ef  an  old  one  (St.  Gileses)  both  whic^ 
he  had  opposed,  that  something  of  this  nature 
would  be  attempted.  That  he  was  sorry  he 
had  been  a  prenhet,  since,  in  his  opinion,  this 
bill  orertumed  tne  foundation  of  the  security  of 
the  Church.  Tbatthis  bill  even  Itruds  at  the  Act 
of  CJnifonoity,  which  was  confirmed  by  the  Act 
of  Union,  and  so  was  levdled  against  the  Churcli 
of  Scotland,  as  well  as  against  the  Church 
of  England:  for  which  reason  he  hoped  those 
peers  who  represented  the  nobility  of  Scotland ' 
would  be  against  this  biO,  particularly  a  noble 
lord,  who  was  too  great  an  enemy  to  priestcraft 
to  suffer  himself  to  be  assembly-ridden.  Hit 
lordship,  by  way  of  comminatioo,  concluded 
that  we  live  in  a  changeable  country^  and  the 
hardships  which  the  Dissenters  bring  now  upon 
the  chnrch,  maj  one  day  or  otlier  be  severdj 
and  with  more  justice  retaliated  upon  them. 

The  Bishop  of  Peterborough  I  spoke  strenn* 


■oc  iBtiio^  wpon  tne  ngMt  anci  nwerotv  of  oer 
wllDi^cfeatares  and  ooentrymen. 

Tbe  Bithop  of  BHfl0^  *  who  soeke  neit,  on 
ilie  tMviitt  Mit^  chicffy  tnged,  That  the  late 
king  WUtiam  Itaving  recommended  to  both 
MoMtea  from  the  throne,  that  they  would  leave 
loonlbr  tlK  admission  et  all  Protettanu  that 
were  wiBiag and  able  to  serve ;  and  a  claote  b«v- 
dig  dmrenpoa  been  offered  to  be  i  nterted  in  a  bill, 
dispeodii^  in  the  Lords'  Hoose^  to  take  away  the 
acceseity  iA  recdviof  the  Sacrament,  to  make 
4  nsaa  capable  of  enjoying  any  ofike,  employ- 
ment,.or  place  of  tmst;  the  said  dause  was 
rdefited  bV  a  great  majority,  as  well  as  another 
dme  i^mtti  also  to  be  insetted  in  the  said 
biS)  to  prevent  the  receiving  the  Sacrament  of 
the  Lords  Supper  epon  any  otlier  acceoat,  than 
as  obedicnrce  to  the  holy  institution  thereof: 
addinc,  tfiat  soon  after,  the  Lords  addressed  to 
kmf  William,  That  he  would  maintain  the 
dnttchof  England  as  bylaw  established;  all 
whidi  hit  lordship  applied  to  the  present  case, 
ennd  toreted  againtt  the  bill«    He  was  answered 

■y 

The  Ksbop  of  (ftecetferf,  who  among  other 
^biiigt,  endeavoured  to  wipe  off  the  imputation 
efliTpocriiy  east  on  the  Dissenters.  He  was 
backed  by 

The  Bishop  of  XmcoAi,t  who  made  an  his- 
fbrical  deduction  of  the  business  in  question, 
and  srtfolly  commended  the  teal  of  a  noble 
earl,  when  secretary  of  state,  in  promoting  a 
eomprehention,  according  to  king  WiUiam*s  de- 
ite.  He  also  t6ok  notice,  that  religion  was 
ever  osed,  by  crafty  men,  as  a  blind  and  pre- 
tence ttt  carry  on  political  designs ;  and  he  re- 
membered in  particular,  in  the  late  reign,  that 
white  odr  arms  were  victorious  abrMd,  the 
cbareh  was  in  danger  at  hotne;  but  no  sooner, 
wis  a  stop  put  t*  that  glorious  war,  than  the 
dierCh  was  in  a  flourishing  condition*  The 
Bishop  of  Lincoln  having  done  speaking. 


^'Dr.  Ocoi]te  Smalridce.  «<  He  was  born 
of  ft  food  ibmi^  lit  Litchl&td,  16M,  and  cdo- 
cafeed  at  Wetltmaster  School.  In  M8t  he  was 
fdeeced  to  Christ  Church,  and  began  soon  to 
dMay  his  learning  and  his  application,  by  his 
MbHeatkm  of  Animadversions  on  a  Piece  of 
bba^irii  Walker,  on  Church  Government. 
'Mti  and  1089  appeared  his  Latin  poem  caQed 
*  Aoctk)  Davisiana,  5tc/  on  the  sale  of  the 
Boeka  of  Davis,  the  Oxford  bookseller.  In 
lOdS  be  wat  made  prtbendaiy  of  Litchfield, 
ftad  ftfimwaids  canon  of  Christ  Church,  then 
tea  of  CaHlile,  and  in  1718^  dean  of  C^rist- 
dnreh,  and  the  fteit  year  bishop  of  Bristol. 
Be  tfied  Sepc  tr,  171^,  and  was  bnried  at 
Christ  Chorch.  He  published  betides,  19  Ser- 
■ttnt  in  eae  vofmne,  and  after  his  death  60 
mtve  wciis  pnblitbed  by  bit  widow.*" 

Lempnefe* 

t  Xh,  Rkbanl  WHlit ;  translated  to  Salh- 
lary,  Nov.  «l,  17dl ;  and  afterwards  to  Win- 
chester, Sent.  31, 1795. 

tDr.  Bdmood Oibtin:  ttanbOed  to  Loa- 


*  Dr.  John  Robinson. 

\  Dr.  Francis  Atterbury. 

\  Dr.  White  Rennet.  <<  He  wat  l>om  at 
Dover,  Aug.  10,  1600.  He  was  educated  at 
Westminster  school,  and  entered  at  Edmund 
hall,  Oxford,  where  he  applied  himself  with 
unusual  peiseveranoe  to  study,  and  published 
his  Letter  fttMn  a  Student,  concerning  the  ap- 
proachmg  parliament,  a  political  pamphlet^ 
which  gave  great  offence  to  the  Whig  party. 
In  1699,  he  took  his  degree  of  D.  D.  and 
the  next  year,  ntisolicitad,  was  appointed  mi- 
nister of  Sl  Botnlph,  Aldgate,  London.  In 
1701  he  became  archdeacon  of  Huntingdon, 
and  that  year  engaged  whh  Dr.  Atterbury  in  tk 
controtersy  about  the  rights  of  Convocatiott. 
He  was  afterwards  promoted  to  the  see  of  Be* 
lerboroitth,  which  he  enjoyed  ten  years.  H4 
died  in  St.  James's  street,  London,  19th  Dec 
17t0.  He  had  began  to  make  a  laite  colleo* 
tion  of  maps,  papen,  &c.  to  write  a  rail  history 
of  the  propagation  of  chrisd^ty  in  the  £ng- 
ith  Americma  colonial,  whidufci  never  coflv* 
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OQtlj  Enrihe  Bill,  and  said,  in  tabttance.  That  he 
did  not;design  to  reflect  on  any  of  his  brethren 
for  speakiog  agaiost  this  bill,  because  he  sup- 
posed they  did  it  out  of  a  sincere  zeal,  for  the 
Churcb  ;  that  for  his  own  part,  he  did  not  be- 
lieve this  hitl  to  be  against  the  cburch,  but  ra- 
ther for  its  advantage  and  security,  and  there- 
fore he  was  for  it.  That  he  observed  from  his- 
tory, that  the  church  was  most  safe  and  flou- 
rishing, when  the  cteri;y  did  not  affect  more 
power  than  falls  to  their  share,  and  were  tender 
of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  their  fellow-sub- 
jects ;  but  that  when  -  the  clergy  promoted  ar- 
bitrary measures  and  persecutbns,  as  some  did 
in  king  Charles  the  Ist'S  reign,  they  flrst  brought, 
scandal  and  contempt  upon  the  clergy,  and,  at 
last,  ruin  both  upon  chbrcb  and  state. '  Then 
be  shewed  tbe  abuse'of  the  word  Church,  which 
in  a  true  sense,  is  venerable,  and  illustrated 
the  matter  by  the  words  *  boly,'and  *  the  temple 
pf  the  Lord/  which  were  sacred  among  the 
Jews ;  but  when  those  words  came  to  be  abused 
so  far,  as  to  countenance  rebellion,  as  in  the 
case  of  Dathan,  Corah,  and  Abiram,  and  otber 
wicked  practices,  then  they  rather  became 
words  of  execration.  That  in  like  manner 
amongst  us,  the  words  ^church,'  and  the 
'  churches  danger,'  had  often  been  made  use  of 
to  carry  on  sinister  designs,  and  then  these 
words  made  a  mii^hty  noise  in  the  mouth  of 
silly  women  and  children ;  but  that  in  his  opi- 
nion the  church,  which  he  defined  to  be  a 
•criptifral  institution  upon  a  legal  establishment, 
was  founded  upon  a  rock,  and  could  not  be  in 
danger,  as  long  as  we  enjiiyed  the  light  of  tlie  gos- 
pel, and  our  excellent  constitution.  After  this  he 
gave  his  reasons  for  his  being  for  this  bill,  and 
animadverted  upon  three  things  that  had  been 
advanced  by  other  prelates,  vi2.  1st,  *  That  the 
'  Dissenters  got  more  than  the  church  by  the 
'  Revolution,  though  they  bad  the  lea&t  share  in 
'  it.'  For  his  lordship  shewed  they  only  got  a 
toleration,  which  they  might  have  had  undtr 
king  James,  if  they  would  have  complied  with  his 
measures;  wltereaslhe  Church  secured  all  she 
DOW  enjoys,  which  would  have  been  irrecover- 
ably lost,  had  not^  the  Revolution  happened. 
Sdly,   <  That  the  churchmen,  and  even    the 

*  clergy,  shewed  more  aflPection  to  the  present 
'  government  than   the  Dissenters,  during  the 

*  late  rebellion  :'  to  which  he  answered,  that  bv 
the  laws  which  by  this  bill  were  to  be  repealed, 
the  Dissenters  were  then  under  an  incapacity 
to  serve  the  government,  which  evinced  the  ne- 
cessity of  this  bill ;  and  jxh  for  a  clergyman  who 
had  grven  signal  proofs  of  his  zeal  for  the  go- 
vernment in  the  north,  that  it  was  well  known 
be  was  ne^er  rewarded  for  it,  but  rather  disre- 
gard^ ever  since  by  his  neighbours.    3dly,  As 

plet«d.  Be  wrote  tbe  third  volume  of  *  A 
Complete  History  of  £ngland,'  published  by 
the  bGK>ksellers  1706,  besides  A  Vindication  of 
the  Church ;  A  Letter  to  the  Editors  of  Som- 
jier's  Treatise  of  the  Roman  Posts,  &c ;  Ser- 
mons, &c.  His  valuabh  MS.  Collection  was  pur- 
^MSf  d  bj  the  earl  of  Shelbume,''  Lempriere. 
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to  what  had  been  si^gestcd,  <  That  all  offices 
'  and  places  of  trust  ouglit  to  be  in  tbe  bands  of 
*  those  of  the  established  cbnrch,'  be  aaid,  ha 
hoped  they  should  never  draw  precedenu  from 
Sweden.  Concluding,  with  returning  thanks  to 
the  lay-lords,  for  bearing  so  long  and  so  ^- 
tieutty  wiih  that  bench,,  leaving  the  issue  of  this 
debate  to  tbeir  judgments :  and  only  taking  do- 
tice,  that  as  the  wisdom  of  Solomon  never  osore 
eminently  appeared,  than  in  diseovering  tbe 
true  mother  of  the  child,  so  tbeir  lordships 
might  easily  know  the  reason,  whjr  sonse  per- 
sons spoke  with  so  much  teodemcss  for  the 
acts  which  by  Utis  bill  were  to  be  repealed. 

The  Bishop  of  Chater  •was  of  the  cootrarj 
opinion,  and  in  particular,  excepted  against  a 
clause  in  the  bill,  whereby  a  puaisboieot  of 
censure  was  to  be  inflicted  on  such  clery^ynieo, 
as  should  refuse  to  Administer  tbe  sacramest 
to  any  that  desired  to  receive  it,  wiiich  be  said 
was  against  the  canons  of  the  church.  Tbe 
spiritual  lords  having  done  speaking, 
;  Lord  Latudown  \  ^iood  up,  and  spoke  as 
follows: 


•  Dr.  Francis  Gastrell. 

f /'  Lord  Laiisdowai  who  descended  from  a  fa- 
mily which  traced  its  ancestry  to  the  first  doka 
of  Normandy,  was  himself  grandson  of  tbe  fa- 
mous sir  Bevil  Granville,  who  lost  bis  life  so 
heroically  at  the  battle  of  Lansdown  in  1643. 
He  received  his  first  tincture  of  education  in 
France  under  the  tuition  of  sir  William  £1118,  a 
man  of  letters.  In  1677,  in  the  tenth  year  of 
his  age,  he  was  entered  at  Trinity  college,  Cam- 
bridge ;  and  in  1679  recited  a  copy  of  his  own 
verses  to  the  princess  Mary  d*Est^  of  Modeoa, 
then  duchess  of  York,  when  she  visited  the  Qui- 
versity.  In  1680  he  was  admitted  to  tbe  de- 
gree of  master  of  arts,  and  left  college  soon  af- 
ler.  At  the  accession  of  Jainrs  the  2od  he  ad- 
dressed the  new  monarch  in  three  sliort  metri* 
cal  panegyrics,  which  were  commended  bj 
Waller,  whose  praise  animated  the  young  poei 
to  breathe  a  rapture  of  acknowledgment, 

"  In  nambers  such  as  Waller's  self  might  ttte.*^ 

'^  He  had  early  imbibed  principles  of  loyalty, 
and  was  with  diMculty  prevented  from  taking 
up  arms  in  defence  of  his  sovereign,  both  at  tbe 
tia>e  of  Monmouth*s  rebellion,  and  at  the  Revo- 
lution. On  the  latter  occasion  he  expressed 
his  manly  feelings  in  a  letter  to  his  father,  whicb 
has  been  printed  by  Dr.  AndersoD.  Having 
no  public  employment,  and  possessing  hot  a 
contracted*  fortune,  he  lived  in  retirement  dur- 
ing tbe  reign  of  kmg  William,  devoted  to  literary 
avocations,  the  fruits  of  which  appeared  in  hit 
plays  and  poems.  By  a  laudable  economy  be 
preserved  himself  at  the  same  time  from  thtsa 
embarrassments  which  in  more  advanced  life 
he  is  said  to  have  incurred.  Having  received 
a  consulerable  addition  to  his -finances  by  M** 
death  of  itis  father  and  uncle,  he  became*a  re- 
presentative for  Fowey,  in  Cornwall,  p  170f| 
and  contmued  to  serye  in  parliament  till  1710, 
when  he  was  made  seaetary  at  irar  la  tfaf 
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«<MjrLordt; 

^  Hanng  never  treepMted  on  your  patiebce 
before,  I  msy  hope  for  the  readier  eicuse,  if  I 
tTMible  jovL  for  once»  and  I  ipve  yon  my  word, 
that  no  iodai|enoe  shall  encourage  me  to  make 
a  cmcofB  of  it. 

"  I  alwajft  nnderatood  thfit  the  toleration 
was  meant  as  an  ease  to  tender  consdeoces, 
and  not  an  indulgenoe  to  hardened  ones.  The 
act  to  prevent  Oocattonal  Conformity  correcu 
'only  a  partioalar  crime  of  particular  men ;  it 
concema  na  other  set  of  Dnsenters,  hut  those 
foUowers  of  Judas,  whe  came  to  the  Lord*s  Sup- 
per to  tc^l  and  betray  hint ;  this  crime,  how- 
ever oalliated  or  defended,  even  by  some  re- 
yevend  fothers  of  the  church,  is  no  less  than 
inakiog  the  God  of  Truth,  as  it  were  in  person 
sttbaervieiit  to  acts  ef  hypocrisy ;  no  less  than 
sacrifidng  the  mystical  body  and  blood  of  our 
Saviour  to  wortdlv  and  sinister  purposes.  An 
impiety  of  t^  highest  nature,  which  injustice 
caUs  for  correction,  and  in  charity  for  proven* 

tiOB. 

^•Tbebare  receiving  the  Holy  Eucharist 
coold  nerer  be  intendeq  simply  as  a  qualifica. 

place  of  sir  Robert  Walpole.  In  1711  he  was 
created  baron  Lansdown,  and  afterwards  ap- 
pointed comptroller  and  treasurer  of  the  house- 
hold to  queen  Anne.  On  the  accession  of 
Geotge'the  1st  he  was  removed  from  his~o^ 
£cea^  and  his  Tory  connexions  prevented  his 
beiB^  employed  in  that  or  the  succeeding  reign. 
Havug  protested  against  the  bill  for  attainting 
Ormond  and  Bolingbroke,  he  fell  under  the 
suspicion  of  plotting  aeainst  the  government, 
was  aeiaKed  and  sent  to  the  Tower  in  Sept.  1715, 
where  he  wia  confined  17  months  and  then  dis- 
charged, without  being  brought  to  trial.  In 
1719  he  made  an  ardent  speech  against  the 
pimctice  of  occasional  conformity,  part  of  which 
IS  given  by  Gibber.  In  172S  be  is  thought  to 
have  beep  driven  abroad  by  his  profusion, 
tlioagb  on  a  pretence  of  retrieving  his  health 
rather  than  his  circumstances.  During  his  ab- 
leooe  from  Encjand  he  composed  most  a(  his 
prose' pieces.  In  1732  he  published  the  baud- 
same  edition  of  his  works  mentioned  by  lord 
OribnI.  He  now  appeared  at  court,  where  he 
was  well  received  by  queen  Caroline,  to  whom 
and  to  the  princess  Anne  he  presented  bis 
splendid  volumes,  with  verses  c^  the  blank 
kaves,  which  concluded  bis  po^cal  labours. 
He  died  in  Hanover  Square,  Jan.  30,  1735,  in 
the  68th  year  of  his  age.'*— Lord  Orford's  Royal 
and  Noble  Authors,  Park's  Edit.  vol.  4,  p.  155. 

Pope  inscribed  his  early  poem  of  Windsor 
locest  to  **  Granville  the  Pome;*'  and  fiatter- 
ngly  said: 
"  lis  yours,  my  lord,  to  blem  our  soft  retreats^ 
Aad  call  the  Mnses  to  their  ancient  seats  | 
To  pamt  anew  the  llow'ry  sylvan  scenes, 
Ts  crown  the  forests  with  immortal  greens,^  - 
Ifske  Windsor  hills  in  lofty  nuuibers  rise. 
And  Hft  her  torrets nearer  to  the  skies; 
Ts  aof  those  honoors  you  deMfve  to  wear, 
MbA  add  new  lostca  to  her  silver  star*-*' 
\^VIL 


tion  for  an  ofioe,  but  as  an  open  dedaradon, 
and  indubitable  proof  of  being  a  sincere  mem- 
ber of  the  chufch.  Whoever  presumes  to  re- 
ceive it  with  any  other  view  profanes  it,  and 
may  be  said  to  seek  his  preferment  in  thia 
world,  bv  eating  and  drinking  to  his  own  damna- 
tion in  the  next 

^  It  is  very  surprizing  to  hear  the  merit  of 
Dissenters  so  highly  extolled  and  magnified 
within  these  walls ;  for  who  is  he  amongst  us^ 
that  cannot  tell  of  some  ancestor  either  seqnet- 
tered  or  murdered  by  them.  It  is  notoriously 
known,  that  they  brought  the  Royal  Martyr  to 
the  blfkck ;  but  to  extenuate  that  giiilt  in  favour 
of  the  Presbjfteriansi  it  seems  to  be  insinuated 
bv  a  very  learned  lord,  that  they^  performed 
good  offices  at  last,  and  were  instruments  of 
the  Restoration.  What  offices,  what  instru- 
ments, upon  what  terms  did  they  resort  to  the 
king  ?  Upon  no  better  than  their  brethren  thm 
Scots  had  invited  him  before,  to  have  an  insig-  . 
nificant  tool  of  a  king,  a  cypher  of  a  king,  to 
walk  in  their  leading-strings*  To  restore  them- 
selves, not  him  to  dominion,  was  their  only 
aim :  .  they  groaned  under  the  oppression  of* 
other  sectaries,  after  having  been  tbemselvea 
the  greatest  oppressors  of  mankind:  nor  had 
they  any  other  means  of  arriving  ^t  deliverance 
(or  reveuge  rather)  but  by  recovering  royal 
power  under  a  nominal  king.  This,  general 
Monk  well  knew,  who  was  privy  to  their  io« 
trigues,  and  hence  arose  all  the  d&culties  that 
incumbered  him  in  the  prosecution  of  his  own 
scheme:  he  was  under  a  necessity  of  making 
use  of  their  discontent,  and  could  neither  in-  >. 
tirely  trust  or  throw  tHem  off:  but  that  the* 
monarchy  ^ras  restored  free  and  independent, 
the  Church  re-established  pure  and  undefiled,. 
was  owing  to  his  viinue  and  good  conduct :  no 
thanks  to  the  Presbyterians, 

^  Nor  was  king  CJharies  scarce  warm  in  hie 
throne,  before  they  broke  out  into  anew  rebel-  . 
lion,  and  continoetl  incessant  disturbers  of  his 
whole  reign,  sometimes  with  sham  plots,,  and^ 
sometimes  with  retd  ones. 

'<  It  was  likewise  observed  by  the  same 
learned  lord,  that  they  were  hardly  used,  fined,.  • 
banished,  andim|irisoned.  Be  it  so,  but  it  V9t^\ 
not  upon  a  religious  account ;  they  might  be* 
punished  for  breach  of  the  law,  disturbing  the*  ' 
public  peace,  for  illegal  meetings  and  assem- 
blies, and  other  state  crimes ;  but,  what  waa 
there  more  in  thu  than  the  present  case  of  tha^ 
Nonjurors  ? 

**  The  clemency  of  that  reign,  even  to  Dissen* 
ters,  has  been  sufficiently  vindicate  by  a  noble 
earl,  (the  earl  of  Notcingham)  who  was  called 
up,  by  seme  reflections  which  foil  ^m  a  reve-. 
rend  prelate,  to  give  ah  aceouiU  of  the  in- 
tended comprehension.  The  Church  opened 
her  armsi  the  clergy  and  prelates,  the  king  eon« 
descended  to  invite  them  with  all  the  tempts*- 
tions  of  indulgence  and  Christian  ch^ii^;-  but 
what  was  the  return  f  Nothing  hot  ciMose 
haughty  deportment,  severe  contradictions  or 
sullen  evasiona;.  they  scorned  to  enmr  our 
churches  as  brethren  and  foUaw-Chfittiaai^ 
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bat  at  oo<iqii€cort  aod  plunderers )  they  1mi¥^ 
•o  (^race  but  wbat  is  la«Mltd  in  domimeo. 
Their  bchaTioui'  in  the  subte^ueot  reign  of 
king  James,  b  frcth  in  every  one's  meoioTy ; 
tbat  onbappy  prince  was  onoone  by  giring  at- 
lention  to  ibeir  A4ldre»esy  and  depending 
vpon  their  promises. 

^<  But  it  is  said  they  bare  been  not  otily 
^uiet  since,  but  have  i^peared  zealous  ibr  the 
present  establishoient,  aiid  00  wondter:  Im* 
who  but  tbemselves  wt  their  ^oorers>  haye 
been. thought  worthy  to  be  coontenaoced. 
•  ^  A  noble  lord  inquiring  iuto  the  reason  of 
the  present  universal  discontent  (for  toch  I 
iad  it  it  apeed  to  be  on  all  hands)  has  been 
pleased  tQ  mipate  it  to  miscondocc  in  the  ad- 
uiiaistratioo;  a  litde  unluckily,  I  confess,  sinCe 
it  wat  antwe^.  That  at  the  time  when  tiiat 
disc^tent  most  Baased,  his  lordship  bimtelf 
was  at  the  bead  of  the  administration. 

'<  Aaotber  noble  lord  very  deservedly  in  a 
high  sutioD,  cbai<ged  it  upon  fate,  the  malig- 
nity of  the  surs,  a  etruin  unaccoomable  dis- 
position in  the  heavens,  for  which  there  is  no 
apparent  reason  nor  remedy. 

**  But  the  reason  is  |>lain,  iagrant  and  iioto- 
rioas ;  the  early  impatienoe  and  presumption 
of  DisMnterSy  dieir  insolent  and  undissembled 
aapectations,  their  open  insults  of  the  deivy, 
their  filing  bilb  on  our  churches  with  this 
toandalout  Inecriptioii,  *  A  House  td  be  Lett  :' 
Their  public  vindicatioa  of  the  murder  of  king 
Charm ;  their  vile  reflections  on  the  memory 
ttf  queen  Anne,  for  ever  dear  to  the  people  of 
England ;  besides  many  other  indecent  arro- 
gant jprovocations  (toe  many  to  enumerate) 
wat  too  much  to  bear,  so  that  the  violences  that 
ensued  let  the  aggressors  answer  for:  but  then 
Ibeic  acting  all  this  not  only  with  impunity, 
but  with  a  reward  out  of  the  public  treasure, 
was  i^re  than  a  sufficient  j^ound  for'jealousy. 

**  A  noble  duke  seems  with  some  warmth  to 
bare  taken  offusce,  that  the  Roman  Catholics 
and  Disseatevs  have  been  mentioned  in  the 
debate  upon  the  same  level,  whereas  their  reli- 
gion is  hic,b  treason.  But  I  never  yet  undei^ 
stiiod  (bat  their  religion  was  high  treason  ;  in- 
deed I  have  heard  that  it  might  be  high  treason 
to  make  convent  to  it ;  and  by  the  seme  reasnn 
the  refocroad  religion  may  be  high  treason  in 
Popiab  countries.  But  if  we  may  compare 
Ihem  with  tbe  Dissenters,  upon  a  foot  of  merit 
with  respect  to  tbe  government,  the  Catholics, 
as  far  as  hat  been  yet  made  to  appear,  have  in- 
finitely tbe  advantage.  To  whom  do  we  owe 
«ur  iltfagaa  Charta  f  To  our  ancient  barons  ni»- 
reformra ;  and  were  there  not  as  mai>y  s^glhglet 
lor  liberty  before  tbe  Reformation  as  si^^ 

'<  To  whom  do  we  owe  the  Revolution  but 
to  Catholic  powers  ?  Even  the  Pope  himself 
united  ta  encourage  and  support  the  prince  of 
Oran|e  U'lkis  undertaking. 

<*  To  Whom  do  we  owe  our  prtttut  security 
in  the^.l^rote8tant  establislirotaty.  but  to  the 
nnoftt  potent,  tbe  most  arbitrary,  tbe  most  fa- 
n^us  for  persecution  of  all  the  Popish  powers, 
tbe  nost  ittveterato  and  implacable  enemies  of 


the  Protestant  persuation,  Ftaaoa,  Savoy;  and 
the  Emperor  f  Andbate  net  tbe  mioittera,  one 
after  another/ attured  at,  that  these  aortal 
enemies  to  our  souls  in  another  world,  are  our 
only  Koaraateet  for  our  salvation  b  this  ? 

<*  Our  Protestant  brethren,  the  States,  wer« 
neither  consulted  nor  introstod,  but  seem' to 
have  been  left  like  slaves  to  follow  tbe  dictates 
of  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  to  accede 
in^Koitly  at  their  peril;  tbejr  have  bowievef 
thought  fit  hitheito  to  contmue  Dissenter^ 
though  perhaps  tbey  may  in  time  occatioAaily 
conform,  at  drcumstancesuiay  happen  to  presst 
But  till  then,  our  only  trusty  allies  are  oifr'g(MMl 
Catholic  fHeads. 

**  If  any  man  can  say  as  much  for  tbe  Dit^ 
senters,  let  him  fSpeak ;  the  reverend  prelates 
who  have  exerted  in  thb  debate,  having  been 
prepared  to  fulminate  against  tbe  Test,  vrttbont 
being  admitted  i&to  the  secret  of  withdrawing 
the  question,  have  unfortunately  employed  their 
quivers  in  the^r. 

'<  One  indeed  there  is,  who  must  not  be  fbr* 
got,  who  wandering  beyond  the  itst  iift  a  long 
bistorieal  collection,  firom  pampUett  antt  Hbeh, 
lias  let  himself  loose  against  the  sacred  memoij 
of  the  royal  Martyr ;  be  has  accused  faim,  if 
not  of  all  poperv,  of  half  popery,  very  near 
popery,  almost  all  popery ;  whv  would  he  not 
^ak  out  ?  For  what  meant  this]  school  dis- 
tmction,  betwixt  almost  alia  papist,  and  quite. 
Hard  fatoof  the  beM  of  in*n  and  of  kings  ! 

<'  He  who  renounced  the  purple  to  preserve 
the  lawn,  who  died  fdr  the  Church,  and  who  is 
commemorated  as  a  martyr  for  tbe  Church,  is 
yet  exposed  within  an  age  af^^  bis  descent  from 
the  seaflfbld  to  the  grave,  to  be  murdered  over 
acain  in  fame,  even  id  the  supreme  conn  of  ja- 
dieature,  by  a  successor  m  that  Tenerable 
Older,  that  very  episcopacy,  for  which  be  tacri^ 
ficed  his  liberty,  his  life,  his  crown  ! 

*^  The  execrable  wretch  who  severed  hb  head 
fmm  his  body,  performed  the  inhuman  office  in 
a  mask ;  but  tbis  holy  executioner,  who  cuts 
what  the  axe  could  not  hurt,  what  t][ie  regicides 
could  not  take  from  him,  his  good  name,  has 
not  been  ashamed  to  attempt  it  bare-faced.  It 
grieves  me  that  this  animadversion  should  fall 
to  my  lot,  to  the  lot  of  any  private  k>rd  :  I  was 
in  hopes  a  general  indignation  wobld  have 
warmed  this  noble  assembly,  to  have  made 
it  their  own  act  to  reprehend  such  irreverend 
slanders,  as  would  have  much  better  become  a 
descendent  from  Bradsbaw,  than  a  successor  of 
Laud  :  but  I  ask  pardon,  this  unlucky  refleo> 
tion  may  have  transported  me  too  far.  lo  a 
word,  that  I  may  not  appear  prejudiced  to 
merit  in  any  man,!  will  conclude,  with  this  mo** 
tion,  that  a  list  be  laid  before  us  of  such  Dis*, 
senters  by  name,  as  have  in  any  kind  merited 
from  the  public,  and  I  will  most  readilv  come 
into  any  measures  that  may  distiaguisk  them 
and  their  particuhu:  service.  '  Ood  forbid  but 
that  they  should  all  have  their  deserts." 

A  little  past  six  in  the  evening,  the  qoestkw 
wai  called  for,   and  at  some  other  Temporal 
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imb  ittre  going  te  tnttk  t»  it,  tbt  tari  of 
JljlaaiMdaoTcd  for  odjounung  tbo  debate  til 
-Ibe  wni  day^  wMeh  wi  epocd  to* 

Dec.  19.  The  Lords  resomed  the  adjourned 
debate;  and  the  House  being  deare^  of  all 
stnuigersy  the  earls  of  Aylesford,  Nottingham 
•od&vjpery  th^duke  of  Peronibire^  tbe  lord 
▼iscouot  Townshend,  the  lofd  Trevor,  the  lord 
archbishop  of  Canterboryy  the  lord  bishop  of 
Bochestei^  and  sume  otbersy  made  speeches 
arainstthebiii;  but  were  answered  by  the  earls 
(tt  Soadeilaiid  and  Stanhope,  dakes  of  New- 
castle Kenty  and  Roxbur^  the  kml  Cbolaion- 
delej,  tbe  bishop  of  Norwich;*  and  the  ^es- 
tion  being  at  last  put,  whether  the  Bill  be  com* 
mitted,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  bj  a 
inajori^  of  86  voices  against  68,  viz.  | 

Content  •  •  67  Not  Coattnt,  50 

ftQBU,  *    •  19^-86    Pfouet  -        18-*68 

Dec.  20.  The  Lords,  in  a  grand  committee 
examined  and  went  through  tM  Bill,  paragraph 
bj  paragraph,  and  the  reasons  offered'  by  earl 
Cowner,  and  some  other  peers,  had  so  much 
^ei^^  that  some  clauses  derogatory  to  the 
Test  and  Corporation  acts  were  agreed  to  be 
left  out  Then  the  questioi^  being  put.  That 
this  Bill,  thus  amended,  be  reported  the  Mon- 
thly following ;  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative 
by  55  voices  against  33.  Accordingly,  on  the 
S2d,  the  said  amendments  were  reported,  agreed 
to,  and  tbe  Bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed ;  and 
the  next  day  it.  was  read  the  third  time,  passed, 
sod  sent  down  to  the  Commons,  after  which 
tbe  Lords  adjourned  to  the  7  th  of  JiMiuary. 

TlmEmeM  M€9Mge'0»  dmktring  War  with 
S^]  Dae.  17.  Mr.  Boseawen,  by  his  ma- 
jm/t  comoMMMl,  ac^aiated  th#Hoa8e,  ^  That 
•H  bis  tu^ntfrn  emiliiiiiuij  and  these  of  the 
most  Christian  king,  to  procure  redrtsi  of  the 
■iay  ioiiiriea  done  CO  the  sabjecta  of  Great- 
Mm  by  tlM  king  of  Spain,  to  the  anepeak- 
lUe  detnaattt  af  the  trade  of  these  kingdoaM; 
pr  e«a  to  obtain  a  dimoatinuance  of  the- an* 
JM  hoatilitiei  earning  on  b^  that  crowi», 
Mug  prored  neatctna],  h»  majesty  had 
fiMad  it  aocawavy  to  daclaie  War  with  Spain." 

JkhaUin  tlm  Commotu  an  thB  War  wM 
%mi.]    After  cbereading  of  tl^Bft^ssage^ 

Mr.  IVeby  moved,  **  That  aa  humble  Address 
Wpreaemedte  hismi^eMy,  foreavrn  his  ma^ 
jii^lheiBoat  naieigaedTbaaka  of theUo^eeAir 
bmig  caaaaaomcMd  to  ihem  the  necessary 
Kiohition  of  declaring  War  against  Spain  ;  aad 
)•  Mnse  boa  majesty,  that  this  Haase  will,  with 
tert  cfaeerfiilaass  and  wish,  tbe  utmost 
^,  asHsC  and  sapport  hie  m^esty  ia  tbe 
*ir«tth  tba  king  of  Spain,  until  Spain,  is  re» 
Sliced  u^  noctpt'Of  reasonable  terms  of  peace 
«m1  la  agcae  te  aoob  oeadifeiooa  of  trade  and 
MOMMree^  a*  this  satiao  is  justly  intitiad  to  by 
tbsif  aevecal  trealies^" 

Mr.  Treby  was  seoonded  by  Mr.  Western, 
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mamWr  for  Sadbory,  bat  Ifr*  Shippea,  Mr' 
Freeman,  sir  Tbeiaas  Hanmer^  and  someetbers' 
^acepud  either  against  the  motion  or  against 
some  expremi^BS  in  it,  which  occasioned  a 
warm  debate.  Some  members  alledging,  **  That 
they  did  not  see  the  necessity  of  declaring  war 
againtc  Spain,  and  that  they  ratber  were  in- 
cfined  to  believe  that  the  grievanees  complained 
of  by  oar  merchants  aiight  have  been  redressed 
in  an  amicable  manner,'' 

Coloiiei  Stanhope,  member  for  Derby,  told 
the  House,  thai  he  bad  had  the  hoiioar  to  serve 
his  mijesty  as  his  envoy  to  the  king  of  Spaio^ 
and  he  could  assure  them,  that  he  Mi  present- 
ed at  least  five  and  twenty  Memorials  to  that 
court,  ia  relatioa  to  the  complaints  of  oar 
merchants,  without  any  success.    Hereopon 

Mr.  Methuen,  member  for  Brackky,  inter-* 
poeed,  aad  accounted  for  the  dilat<&inesft  of 
the  court  of  Madrid  us  the  dispatch  of  coamier- 
cialaffiairs^  aecasionM  by  tbe  different  reg». 
lations  and  judicatories  in  the  several  Iciogdoms, 
provinces,  and  ports  of  Spain  ;  which  might  be 
the  reason  w^y  the  grievances  complained  of  by 
ottr  traders  had  not  been  redressed  so  soon  as 
might  have  been  expected. 

A  member  having  hii)  ted  that  the  ministers 
had  shewn  no  great  concern  for  the  trade  and 
interest  of  tbe  nation,  since  it  appeared  by  the 
Answer,  firom  a  Secretary  of  State,  to  the  Mar- 
quis de  Monteleooe's  IJetter,  that  they  would 
have  passed  by  the  violations  of  the  iTraties  of 
Commerce,  provided  Spain  had  accepted  the 
terms  of  the  Quadruple  Alliance  :  that  his  ma- 
jesty did  not  seek  to  aggrandize  himself  by  any 
new  ac<|uisition,  but  was  rather  iadiped  to  sa- 
crifice something  of  his  own  to  procure  the  ge- 
neral quiet  and  tranquillity ;  that  nobody  conld 
yet  teU  how  for  that  sa4;:rifice  was  to  extend,  but 
certainly  it  wiis  every  uncommon  piece  of  con- 
descension ; 

Mr.  Shipptn  went  yet  farther,  and  insinuated 
that  this  war  seemed  to  be  cadcolated  for  ano^ 
ther  .meridian.  But  wrapt  up  the  innuendo 
so  dextrous^y,  that  no  exception  was  takeo 
at  it. 

Mr«  Horatio  Walpole  also  found  fault  with 
the  Treaty  of  Quadruple  Alliance,  pardcuhirly 
as  to  tbe  dis|)osition  ot  Sicily  in  favour  of  the 
emperor,  which  was  a  breach  of  the  Treaty  of 
Utrecht;  and  his  brother 

Mr.  Robert  Walpole  exclaimeit  against  the 
injustice  of  attacking  the  Spanish  fleet  befosc 
the  Declaration  of  War. 

They  were  answered  by  Mr.  Craggs,  Mr. 
Lecbmere,  Mr.  Aislabie  and  Mr.  T.  Broderick. 
Joi^h  JehfU  smd,    Tbi^  some  weeks  ^ 
wbea  this  afiair  was  firsi  mendbaed  in  * 
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the  House,  be  was  shy  of  giving  his  opisdon^ 
because  he  had  not  men  esamsaed  tbe  several 
steps  that  bad  been  takea  in  it ;  but  that  now 
he  was  foUy  convinced,  that  if  there  was  any 
injostiGe,  it  waa  on  the  side  of  tbe  king  of 
Spaia;  aad  thai  the  oonducs  of  hie  majesty 
and  his  miaisterB  wae  entirely  agreefd>W'  to  the  « 
law  of  nations  and  the  rukls  of  justivs'  aad 
aqidty.    Waa  it  ju0t>  added^^n  tba  king  of 
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Bp^ui  to  attack  tbe  emperor's  dominions  [mean- 
in%  Sardinia]  while  he  was  engaged  in  a  war 
wkh  tbe  Turks,  withoot  any  declaration^  of 
war?  Was  it  just  in  the  same  prince  to  invade 
the  dominions  of  one  of  onr  allies,  tbe  king  of 
Sicily,  without  tbe  least  proTOcation?  And  was 
it  not  just  in  his  majeity  to  vindicate  the  faith 
of  his  Treaties,  and  to  defend  and  protect  the 
trade  of  bis  subjects,  wbidi  had  been  violently 
oppressed  ? 

Then  the  question  being  put  upon  Mr. 
Treby's  motion,  the  same  was  carried  in  the 
^fhrmatiye  by  178  against  107 ;  and  it  was  re- 
solred.  That  the  said  Resolution  be  laid  before 
his  majesty,  by  tbe  whole  Hoose;  which  being 
4lone  -accordingly  his  majesty  gave  tbe  follow- 
ing Answei*: 

"  Gentlemen ; 

**  This  seasonable  and  loyal  Address,  will,  I 
trust  in  God,  contribute  effectually  to  what  you 
desire.    I  return  you  true  Thanks  for.it.^' 

The  Jjordi  Addreu  on  the  Declaration  of 
War  with  Spain.]  Dec.  16.  Earl  Sian- 
liope,  having  communicated  to  the  House  of 
Peers  the  like  Message,  relating  to  the  Decla- 
ration of  War,  and  moved  for  an  Address  of 
Thanks  to  his  majesty  thereupon ;  he  was  se- 
conded and  backed  by  several  lords.  A  nobte 
peer  only  suggested.  That  before  they  gavcv 
aaaction  to  a  step  of  so  nice  a  nature,  and  of  so 
jgreat  importance,  it  were  proper  to  consider 
whether  the  same  was  consonant  to  treaties ; 
find  therefore  moved  that  a  day  might  be  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose.  To  this  my  lord 
Stanhope  answered,  That  he  had  five  weeks 
before,  bf  his  majesty's  command,  laid  the 
several  Treaties  relating  to  this  affair,  before 
the' House,  so  that  all  the  members  of  that 
noble  assembly  had  sufficient  lime  to  pe- 
ruse and  examine  the  same:  But,  however, 
after  the  Address,  which  he  had  moved,  had 
been  presented,  he  would  readily  give  his  Vote 
for  appointing  a  day  to  consider  of  the  &aid 
Treaties.  And  he  durst  answer  before  hand, 
that  upon  the  strictest  examination  it  would  be 
£bund,  that  his  majesty  and  his  ministers  had 
done  nothing  cither  against  the  faith  of  Trea- 
'ties,  or  the  honour  and  interest  of  the  nation. 
Hereupon,  it  was  carried,  without  any  further 
opposition,  itnd  without  dividing,  That  an  Ad- 
dress of  thanks  be  presented  to  bis  mdesty ; 
which  Address  was,  accordingly,  immediately 
drawn  np,  and,  the  same  day,  presented  to  his 
majesty,  as  follows : 

*^  Most  Gracious  Sover^gn; 
^  We  your  majesty's  most  dutiful  and' loyal 
tabMOts;  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Tempoi^l  in 
paniament  asseovbled,  do  return  your  roi^esty 
our  most  humble  Thanks,  for  having  aoqaamted 
us  with  the  Resolutiob  your  mqesty  has  taken 
of  declaring  War  against  Spain :  And  as  this 
House  has  dready  promised  your  majesty,  that 
they  would  stand  by  and  support  you  in  the 
T^oroos  pursuit  of  those  pruoent  and  neces- 
iarjr  WMatures,  your  majesty  has  taken  to  secure 
'  &h#  Mdo  Md  qniet  of  these  kiogdoinsj  aod 


thie  tranqnilhty  of  Europe,  so,  n|Km  tkb  < 
sion,  we  beg  leave  to  give  your  majesty  the 
strongest  assurances  of  o«r  ms  aod  sumdy  re- 
solution to  assiai  jour  majesty  with  tbe  atmoat 
zeal  m  the  prosecutioti  of  the  present  mmx 
against  Spain.'' 

The  King's  Answer.]    To  which  his  majesty 
returned  this  Answer : 
««  My  Lords; 

'^  I  return  you^  my  hearty  thanks  for  this  Ad- 
dress, and  for  the  assurances  you  give  me,  of 
your  steady  resolution  to  support  and  assist  aie 
m  the  prosecution  of  this  War  against  Spain. "^ 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  Bill  Jer 
strengtkenivg  the  Protestant  Interat.]  EJec 
S4.  The  engrossed  Bill  from  the  Lords,  in  ti- 
tled, '  An  Act  for  strengthening  the  Protestant 
'  Interest  in  these  Kingdoms,'  wj^  brought  down 
to  the  Commons,  who  read  ic  the  first  time,  mad 
ordered  it  to  be  read  a  secoad  time,  oa  the  7tfa 
of  January,  to  which  day  the  Uoiise  then  ad- 
journed. 

January  7,  1719.  The  C<^mons  read  o 
tecond  time  the  engrossed  Bill  from  tbe  Lords, 
intitled,  *  An  Act  for  strengthening  the  Protes- 

*  tant  Interest  in  these  Kingdoms:  And  thea 
so  much  of  ,the  act, '  Agaiii&t  Occassional  Coo- 
'  formiiy,*  as  was.  intended  to  be  repealed  by 
fhe  said  Bill,  as  also  of  the  act,  ^To  prevent  thie 

*  Growth  of  Schism,'  &c.  both  which  were 
passed  in  the  12th  year  of  the  late  queen  Anne, 
were  read.  After  which,  upon  a  motion  made 
to  commit  the  said  Bill,  there  arose  a  very 
warm  debate,  that  lasted  from  one  o'clock,  tiU 
half  an  hour  past  niue  in  the  evening*.  Mr. 
Hampden,  treasurer  of  the  navy,  spokie  first  ia 
behalf  of  the  Bill,  and  was  seconded  by  Mr. 
Cartwright,  member  for  Bpssiney.  The  other 
members  who  spok^^r  the  committing  of  tbe 
Bill,  were  Mn  J.  Chetwynd,  sir  Tbo.  Palmer, 
Mr.  Yooge,  Mr.  Carter,  sir  William  Tbompaoo, 
Mr.  Boscawen,  Mr.  Barrington  Sfante,  air  Wil* 
liam  Lowther,  sir  Joseph  Jekyll,  sir  Gilbert 
Heathcote,  Mr.  Craggy,  Mr.  Lecbmere,  and 
the  lord  Castlecomer.  Against  the  cmniait* 
ting  of  the  Bill ;  Mr.  Graham,  Mr.  Ward,  M£ 
Richand  Hopton,  col*  Strangeways,  Mr.  Bloa* 
del,  sir  WiHwm  Wyndham,  Mr.  Jeffenes,  Mr. 
Shippen,  Mr.  Horatio  WaTpole,  sir  Tbo.  Haa- 
mer,  Mr.  John  Smith,  Mr.  Soell,  Mr.  Robert 
Walpole,  and  Mr.  Lotwyche. 

Sir  WiUimn  Thompson  urged.  That  the  Scbisa 
Bill  deprived  parents  of  their  nataral  ri^bt  of 
educating  their  children  as  they  think  proper; 
to  which 

Mr.  Shippen  answered,  That  it- was  sonawbat 
strange  to  see  so  able  a  lawyer  ineonaisteBit  wick 
himsSft  For  when  the  twelve  judges  wot 
consulted,  in  a  case  relating  to  a  great  famtfy, 

*  ^  It  is  impossible  to  relate  all  that  was  of- 
'  fered  on  both  sides  on  thu  occasion ;  tbe  ra- 
ther because,  excepting  his  royal  highness  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  and' some  noble  peers^  no 
strangers  were  this  day  admitted  into  tht 
House.''    Political  State:^  f 
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(tbe  Prince  of  Wales's  children)  he  was  of  the 
opinion  often  of  them,  ^  Tbet  children  maj  be 
<  taken  from  their  parents,  and  educated  as  tbe 
'  good  of  tbe  nation  required.'    To  this 

Sir  WiUiam  Thomp$bn  replied ;  *  That  as  he 
neter  was  contulted,  so  had  he  nerer  declared 
his  thobghts  in  the  nice  case  hinted  by  that  gen- 
Uefnan,  and  therefore  he  could  not,  with  anj 
colour  of  justice,  be  said  to  have  changed  his 
opfhion:  but  that  the  member  who  taxed  bim 
with  ity  and  who  thereby  declared  against  tbe 
opinion  of  the  ten  Judg^,  if  be  would  be  con- 
sistent with  himself,  roust  now  be  for  tbe  Bill 
that  repeals  the  Schism  act^  which  restores  pa- 
rents to  their  natural  rights. 

ilfter  some  personal  altercatioi\  between  Mr. 
R.  Walpole  and  Mr.  Leehmere^  tbe  question 
beini;  put  upon  the  motion  for  committing  tbe 
Bill,  it  was  carried  in  tbe  Affinnative  by  946 
votes  *  against  209,  and  the  Bill  was  committed 
to  acommitteeoftbe  whole  House.  Tbe  follow- 
ing it 

A  LIST  of  the  Members  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons who  foted  for  and  against  the  Bill 
for  strengthening  the  Protestant  Interest, 
January  7, 1719. 

For  the  Bill. 


Aberctomby,  Aleian- 

der 
Addison,  Joseph 
Aislabie,  John 
Anstruther,  sir  John 
Anstmther,  Philip 
Asbhorst,  sir  Henry 
Ajlmer,  lord 
Bailie,  George 
Banks,  Joseph 
BelUtny,  William 
Bere,  Thomai 
Bediell,  Hugh 
Betts,  William 
Bi^,  John 
Birch,  John 
Bliste,  Stephen 
Bladen,  Martin 
Btakiston,  Nathaniel 
Bond,  Dennis 
Booth,  hon.  Laogham 
Boscawen,  Hugh 
Boteler,  John 
Brace,  John  Thurloe 
Braddyl,  Doddington 
Bridges,  George 
Bristow,  Robert 
BhDderick,  Thomas 
Bredenel,  Imn.  James 
Buribrd,  Earl  of 
Burridge,  John 
Cadogan,  col.  Charles 


Campbell,  sir  James 
Campbell,  John 
Campbell,  John  junr. 
Campbell,  Daniel 
Carpenter,  gen.George 
Carter,  Laurence 
Carteret,  Eif^wrd 
Cartwrigbt,  Henry 
Castlemain,  lord  vise. 
Castlecomer,  lord 
Caswall,  sir  George 
Cater,  John 
Cavendish^  lord  James 
Chaplin,  sir  Robert 
Chetwynd,  John 
Chetwynd,  William 
Cbetwynd,  Waller 
Cholroely,  Hugh 
Clark,  sir  Robert 
Gierke,  sir  Thomas 
Clayton,  William 
Clayton,  William, 

(Blechingley) 
Cocks^  James 
Cockbume,  John 
Coffin,  Richard 
Cook,  sir  Charles 
Corbet,  sir  Robert 
Coventry,  William 
Cowper,  Spencer 
Craigs,  James,  jun. 
Cunntngham,  Henry 


*  ''  It  was  observed^  that  the  majority  was 
mainly  owmg  to  the  Scotch  members,  for  of  87 
of  them  that  were  in  the  House,  34  voted  for 
the  BiU|  and  3  only  against  it.*^  Political  State, 


Daines,  sir  William 
Dalrymple,  sir  David 
Darcy,  hon.  Conyers . 
Delaval,  George 
Delaval,  Francis 
'Dillington,  sirTristiam 
Diston,  Josiab 
Docminique,  Paul 
Dodd,  John 
Douglas,  Williaro,  j  un. 
Douglas,  hon.  George 
Drake,  sir  Francis  H. 
Dueane,  Richard- 
Eeerton,  hon.  William 
Eliot,  Edward 
Erie,  Joseph 
Erie,  Thomas 
Erie,  Giles 
Eyles,  sir  John 
Eyles,  Francis 
Fane,  hon.  John 
Farrer,  William 
Farrington,  sir  Richard 
Fielding,  hon.  William 
Fitzwilliaros,  lord 
Forbes,  John 
Forrester,  William 
Fowler,  sir  Richard 
Frankland,  Thomas 
Gibbon,  Philips 
Gordon,  sir  William 
Gould,  Nathaniel 
Grantham,  Richard 
Grimstoi^  William 
Grove,  Grey  James 
Grenville,  Richard 
Haldane,  Mungo 
Haldane,  Patrick 
Halsey,  Edmund 
Hampden,  Richard 
Harrison,  Edward    ' 
Heaihcote,  sir  Gilbert 
Heath,  Thomas 
Heatbcote,  John 
Henley,  John 
Hill,  sir  Roger 
Hillsborough,  lord  vise. 
Hillersden,  William 
Hitche,  Robert 
Hobart,  sir  John 
Honeywood,  Robert 
Hopkins,  Edward 
Hopkins,  John 
Uoskins,  sir  Huneer- 

ford  ^ 

{lotham,  sir  Charles 
Hoghton,  sir  Henry 
Hucks,  William 
Janssen,  sir  Theodore 
Jekvll,  sir  Joseph 
Jenkins,  Tobias 
Jennings,  sir  John 
Jessop,  William 
Ingram,  Arthur 
Johnson,  sir  Thomas 
Johnston,  sir  William 
Rer,  hon.  William 


Lawson,  sir  WiUVed 
Lechmere,  Nid^ks 
Lee,  sir  Thomas 
Leonard,  sir  Samuel 
Lewfs,  Thomas  (Rad* 

nor) 
Littleton,  Thomas 
Lomax,  Joshua 
London,  John 
Long,  col.  Charles 
Lowe,  Samuel 
Lowndes,  WilHam 
Lowther,  James 
Lowther,  sir  William 
Mead,  sir  Nathaniel 
Mason,  Cbaries 
Maynard,  Thomas 
Meyrick,  Owen 
Micklewait,  Joseph   - 
Middleton,  lord  vise. 
Milner,  James 
Minshull,  Edward 
Moleswortb,  lord  vise. 
Monro,  Robert 
Monson,  sir  William 
Montratb,  earl  of 
Montgomery,  John 
Moodie,  James,  jun. 
Mordaunr,  hon.  h.gen. 
Moreton,  Matthew,D. 
Morgan,  Anthony 
Morpeth,  lord  vise. 
Mouiitague,  James 
Murray,  Alexander 
Murray,  lord  James 
Naylor,  George 
Negus,  Francis 
Neville,  Grey 
Newport,  lord  vise. 
Noms,  sir  John 
Oliphanr,  Charles 
Onslow,  Denzil 
OugbtOo,  sir  Adolphps 
Page,  sir  Gret^ory 
Palmer,  sir  l^omas 
Papillion,  Philip 
Parker,  sir  Philip 
Paulett,  lord  Harry 
Paulett,  lord  William 
Pelbam,  Henry,  jun. 
Pengelly,  Thomas 
.Phitips,  sir  John 
Philpot,  Nicholas 
Piers,  William 
Pelbam,  Thomas 
Pelbam,  hon.  Henry 
Piggot,  Robert 
Pynsent,  sir  William 
Pitt,  Thomas,  jun, 
Plomtree,  John 
Pollock,  sir  Robert 
Prideauz,  sir  Edmund 
Pringle,  John    ' 
Rebow,  sir  Isaac 
Rich,  sir  Robert 
Rider,  sir  Bamham 
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Bo|0r9s  9ir  Jotm 
RogtrSf  Nathaniel 
Ru8boiit,«ir  Jubn 
Samwe),  sir  Tboma« 
.Sawbricige,  Jacob 
Scaweo,  sir  Thomi^ 
SbaDuoxiy  lord  vise. 
Shute,  JobnBarriugton 
Sloper,  WiUi«Qi 
Smek,  Leonard 
Smithy  JaoiM 
Staohop^yCo!.  WilUam 
Stanhope,  Charles  ^ 
Stanwix,  Thoa.  mi^ 

geo.    ' 
Steel,  sir  Eicliard 
St.  Quintio,  sir  Wm. 
ShetburDy  lord 
Strickland,  sir  Wm^ 
SUjii|rt|  William 
Stuart,  bon*  John 
Tenchy  sir  Fisher 
Thpiapson,  sir  Wm. 
Thompson,  Williaia 
Tpwr^shend^  bon.  U^ 
•  ratio 


Tr#by,  Qeofga 
Trelawney,  sir  Johq 
Trenchard,  George 
Tu(rn«U,  Sanuel 
Tyrcoanel,  lord  visa 
V^i^  Patrick 
Vernon,  Thomaft 
Wade,  George 
Wager,  sir  CbaHe* 
WalUs,  WilHam 
Waltef,  Peter 
Warrender,  sir  Geoife 
Weaver,  John 
West,  boo.  John 
Wheat,  sir  Thomas 
Whichcote,  sir  Francis 
White,  Thomas 
Whitmore,  Williams 
Wilmer,  WiUiam 
Willis,  Cbarlcfsgtneral 
Wittewrong,  sir  John 
Wortlej,  Edw.  Mon- 
tagu 
Wrotb^  Robert 
Wylde,  Thomas 
Young,  WiUiam 


Agaimt  the  BiU. 


Anstis,  JoliB 
,   ^rcher,  Andrew 
Ashe,  Edward 
Ashe,  William 
Asttey,  sir  Jacob 
Bacon,  Waller 
B^ker,  Geoi^ge 
Bampfield,  sir  C«  W. 
BampMd,  John 
Barrjmore,  earl  of 
Basset,  John 
B^thurst,  Benjamin 
Beaumont,  sir  Ge6rgt 
Bertie,  hon.  James 
JBliand,  sir  John 
Bluii^ill,  sir  Montagnie 
Brigstook,  Ovrea 
Bruere,  George 
BuUftr,  John  Francis 
Bonbury,  sir  Henry 
Calma^y,  Shilstoa 
Caithorpe,  Reynolds    , 
Carew,  sir  WUIiam 
Cart^ri^ht,  Thoniaa 
Care,  SIT  Thomas 
Cecil,  boo.  Charlet 
Chaffio,  George 
Churchill,  col.  Cbas. 
Clarke,  Godfrey 
Clark,Georae,L.L.D. 
Colemore,  William 
Comptoo>  hon.  Spen, 
Coqyers,  John, 
CoDyert,  Thomas 
Cope,  sir  Jo«athaa 
Cope,  Bi»  John 
Corbet,  Andrew 
Corraace,  Clen^eot 
CottQRy  m  Jgbu  H« 


Cross,  sir  Thomas 
Camming,  sir  Alex. 
Cunon,  sir  John 
Davers,  sir  Robert 
Delaune,  William 
Doddington,  George 
Dowde^ell,  William 
Downe,  Henry  vise 
Drake,  Mon.  Garran) 
Drax,  Henry 
Drew,  Francis 
Earoly,  sir  £dwar4 
Eden,  sir  John 
Edgcomb,  Richard 
Elford,  Jonathan 
England,  George 
Evelyn,  George 
Fleetwood,  John 
Ferqiaanagh,  lord  viao. 
Feirers,  Thomas 
Finch,  Daniel  loid 
Fleetwood,  Henry 
Fiemmin^,  Richard 
Foley,  Richard 
Foley,  Thomas 
Freeman,  Ralph 
Godfrey,  Peter 
Gocktlphio,  Sidney 
Gr$kh«e,  bon.  JameQ 
Grevile,  hc4i«  Dodd 
Grosvettf  r,  sir  RiL 
GuerAsey»  lord  , 
Gwyn,  FsancU 
Haiimer,  sir  Thomas 
Hardress,  J(^ 
Harley,  Edward 
Harvey^  Dauiol 
Harvey,  Edward 
Hedwonbf  Joha 


Hellier,  WiUiam 
Herbert,  James 
Herne,  Joseph 
Heron,  Henry 
Hervey^  lord  Can. 
HeysKtam,  Willian^ 
Heysham,  Robeit 
Hickman,  sir  Will, 
Hill,  Samuel 
Hinchingbroke,  lord 

vscount 
Hopion,  Richard 
How,  sir  Richard 
Hungerford,  John 
Hyde,  Robert 
Jeffreys,  £dw.  Win. 
Jenkinson,  sir  Robert 

Banks 
Jenniogy,  James 
Jennings,  Philip 
Jog,  William 
Jones,  Ro^er 
Johnson,  sir  Henry 
Isham,  air  Jastiniaii 
Kaye,  sir  Arthur 
Keymis,  sir  Charles 
Knight,  William 
Kynaston,  Corbet 
Lambert,  Edward 
Lawson,  Gilfrid 
Leicester,  sir  Francis 
Leigh,  hon.  Charles 
Levinx,  William 
Lewen,8ir  Williaia 
Lewis,  Thomas 

(Monmouthshire) 
Lewis,  Thomas 

(Southampton) 
Long,  sir  James 
LongueviUe,  Chariet 
Luniley,  bon.  Henry 
Lotwycbe,  Thonus 
Maistert,  Thomas  . 
Medlioot,  James 
Mews,  sir  Peter 
Middleton,  John 
Mi^er,  sir  Thomaa 
Afolineux,  Samuel 
Morpioe,  sir  NicboUa 
Morrice,  Humphry 
iMostya,  sir  Rofer 
Newlaod,  WiUiam 
Nicholas,  Edwavd 
Norris,  Edward 
Nort^,  Dudley  . 
Northey,8ir  fidward 
Northey,  WiUiam 
Northmore,  WiUiam 
0%y,Cr«w 
Owe^  eir  Arthur 
Packer,  Robert 
Pageti  k>id  Henry 
Packington,  sir  John 
Palmer,  Thomas 
Palmer,  sir  Jeffsry 


Fejloei,WiUimp 
Pitt^Ocoiee 
Pitt,ThoBM^i 
Pitt,  Robert 
Pole^  sir  WiUiam 
Polteney,  WiUiaa 
Roberts,  Joho 
Robinsooysir  William 
Bolt,  Edward 
Ross,  hon.  Charies 
Rowney,  Thoiaaa 
Rudge,  Jofaa 
SaaofiMd,  sir 
Sandys,  Samo^ 
Sebrij^it,  sir 

Saunders 
Selwyn,John 
Shippen,  WUtian 
Shutdeworth,  TliiJiaii! 
Smitl^Joha 
Smith,  Thomaa 
Smithson,  Hugb 
SneU,  John 

Sondes,  Edward,  viap. 
Stanhope,  lord  Philip 
Stephens,  WiUiam 
Stepney,  sir  Tboasaa 
Stonehoose,  sir  Joixn 
Stradling,  sir  Edward 
Strangways,  Tbomaa 
Sutton,  brig.  gen. 
Swanton,  Francia 
Talbot,  John  Ivory 
Traver^  Samuel 
Trevanioo,  John 
Turner,  Cholmkr 
Turner,  sirCbariaa 
Turner,  iir  EdwasA 
Tyrwhit,  sir  Jahn 
Vaugba,n,  Riebard 
VemoD,  Thomas 
Vincen^  Henry 
Urqobart,  Afexaadar 
Walcot,  Homphrej 
WaUop,  hon.  Joha 
Walpole,  Horatio 
Walpole,  Robert 
Walter,  sir  John 
Warburtoo,  sir  Gcow 
Ward,  John 
Ward,  WiUiam 
Wentwortb,  hoB.Tba. 
Wentwortb,  Tbo.  inn. 
WiMoogtiby,  hou.  Fr. 
Windsor,  bon.  Dixej 
Worsley,  sir  Roben 
Worsley,  James 
Wpghtsoa,  WiUiam 
Wykes,  WiUiam 
Wyndham,sirWiUiMs 
Wynn,  Richard 
Wyofly  Thomas 
Wynn,  W.  WUIiains 
Yoik,  John 


Jaot  9li    T^oider  of^he  day |h(iaf  i 
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tbegok^into  a  CofflttntteeoftlMe  wHok  Hons^ 
upOR  tM  Byi  from  the  Lords,  ^  For  strength* 
<  eohif  the  Protestaat  Interest/  &c.  the  ford 
Guernsej  mo?ed,  **  That  it  be  an  instruction  to 
thessid  Committee,  that  thej  bate  power  to 
receive  a  Clause,  That  any  person  when  he 
comes  to  take  the  Oath  of  Abjnratioh  and  other 
oaths  (  subsequent  to  the  receiving  the  Sacra* 
Bttoc,  in  order  to  his  qaaiification,  shall  ac- 
knowledge that  the  Holy  Scriptures  of  the  Old 
and  New  Testament  were  Riven  bj  Diyine  In- 
ipimtion,  and  shall  acknowledee  ms  firm  faith 
and  bdief  in  the  erer-blessed  Trinity  i^  but 
tfaeprefiotis  question  being  put,  diat  the  que^* 
tioD  be  now  put  upon  the  said  motion,  it  passed 
in  the  negative,  by  90  voices ;  several  mem* 
bets  who  voted  agmntt  the  Bill,  *  For  strength- 
'eoini  the  Protestant  Inten^*  &c.  havios, 
notwiastaiiding  dieir  opposition  to  that  Bifi, 
voted  also  agamst  the  amendment  proposed  by 
lord  Qoemse^.  Then  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  grand  committee  upon  the  said 
BOl,  went  through  the  same,  and  resolved  to 
pass  it  without  any  amendment^  by  a  majority 
of fSl  rotes  miost  ItO. 

Jan.  10.  Tiie  Bill  was  reiui  the  third  time^ 
pissed,  and  sect  back  to  th^  Lords. 

IMate  in  the  Lords  on  the  State  of  the 
Pecnge.]  Februarys  38,  Th*  Duke  of  So- 
vcrsei  rose,  and  represented,  tliat  the  number 
of  Peers  being,  of  late  years,  very  much  in- 
creased, especially  since  the  Union  of  tho  two 
kingdoms,  it  seemed  absolntdjr  Necessary  to  fix 
the  same,  both  to  preseiVe  the  dignity  of  Peer- 
a^iSod  to  prevent  the  inoonvenieucies  that 
niaj  attend  'the  creatbn  of  |i  great  number  of 
Peen  to  serve  a  present  purpose,  of  which 
they  had  a  reroarKable  insta;nce  in  the  kite 
^a :  he  thet^ore  moved  for  the  bringing  in 
a  Bill  to  settle  and  limit  the  Peerage,  in  such 
&  manuer,  **  That  the  number  of  English  Peers 
i^kl  not  be  enlarged. beyond  six  above  the 
present  namber,  which  upon  failure  of  male 
iMoe  might  be  supplied  by  new  creations  : 
That  iostead  of  the  Sixteen  elective  peers  in 
^and,  35  be  made  hereditary  on  the  part  of 
^kitHrdom,  whose  nbmber,  upon  failure  of 
i^  male,  should  be  supplied  by  some  other 
Scotch  peers. 

The  Duke  of  Argyle  seconded  this  rootfon ; 
which  was  also  backed  by  the  earls  of  Sunder- 
•ttd  and  Carlisle ;  but  the  last  of  these  added, 
^  this  Was  &  matter  of  so  ^reat  importance, 
ihit  it  became  the  wisdom  of  that  august  as- 
sembly maturely  to  consider  of  it,  before  ihej 
•wne  to  any  Kes<)lotion  ;  and  thereupon  his 
l<>«hhip  moved,  •*  That  a  day  may  be  ap- 
pointed, for  the  House  to  be  in  a  Committee, 
^  take  into  consideration  the  present  State  of 
^  Peerage  of  Great  Britain.'' 

TTie  EaH  of  Oxford  excepted  against  the  duke 
of  SofBerset's  proposal,  and  among  other  things, 
'^Ij'rtatasit  tended  to  take  away  the  bri^- 
^gtta  from  the  crown,  it  was  matter  <>f  wor^- 
^ to  see  it  supported  by  thole,  who,  by  the 
P^  employments  thty  enjoyed,  seemed  under 


the  strictest  obligukm  to  take  cure  of  the  royal 
prerogative;  that  therefore  there  must  be  ft 
socret  ttieaning  in  this  motion ;  that  fi>r  his  own 
party  though  he  expected  'nothing  from  the' 
crown,  yet  he  wonki  never  give  hts  vote  for 
lopping  off  so  valuable  a  branch  of  the  prero« 
gative,  because  this  would  put  it  out  of  the 
power  of  the  croihi  to  reward  merft  and  vir* 
tuons  actions.    To  this 

The  Earl  of  SunderlMnd  answered.  That 
though  the  number  of  peers  were  limited,  vet 
die  crown  would  still  be  the  fbuntain  of  ho* 
nour,  and  preserve  its  preregatite  of  crentinf^ 
new  PeerSy  upon  the  extinction  oiM  titles,  for 
want  of  male  issue,  which  happened  f^ 
mienthy ;  and  that  those  extinctions  would  f^Wt 
mpnnceon  the  throne  suffident  opportunities 
to  bestow  honours  upon  commoners  of  dis- 
ttngubhed  merit  and  abilities.  His  lordship 
concluded  with  backing  the  earl  of  Carlisle^ 
motion,  and  no  member  opposing  it,  the  debate 
was  adjaumed  accordingly,  till  the  second  of 
March  ;  ibr  which  day  the  Lords  were  sum* 
mooed. 

The  King's  Message  relating  to  the  Peerage.} 
March  S.  Earl  Sunhope  delivered  to  the 
House  the  fbllowiog  Message  from  the  King, 

"  His  majesty  being  informed,  that  the 
Hou^e  of  Peers  hav«  under  consideration  the 
state  of  the  Peerage  of  Great  Britain,  is  gra* 
ciously  pleued  to  acquaint  this  House,  that  he 
has  so  much  at  heart  the  settling  the  Peerage 
of  the  whole  kingdom,  upon  such  a  foundation, 
as  may  secure  the  freedom  and  constitution  of 
parliament  in  all  future  ages,  that  he  is  willing 
nis  prerogatif  e  stand  not  in  the  way  of  so  grea( 
and  necessary  a  work.*^ 

Further  Debate  in  the  Lords  on  the  State 
of  the  PeerageJ]  Then  a  motion  being  made 
for  an  Address  of  Thanks  for  the  said  Mes* 
sage, 

The  Earl  of  Nottingham  excepted  against  it, 
saying.  It  was  unusuiil  for  the  king  to  take 
notice  of  any  thing  depending  in  parliaoient^ 
before  the  same  was>  laid  before  his  majesty  in 
a  parliamentary  way. 

The  Duke  of  Buckingham  over-ruled  this  ob- 
jection, and  said,  It  could  not  be  supposed, 
that  the  king  alone  should' be  ignorant  of  what 
evety  body  else  knew ;  and  that  since  his  ma- 
jesty was  pleased,  for  the  good  of  his  subjects, 
to  suffer  his  prerogative  to  be  restrained,  they 
ought  readily  to  accept,  and  thankfully  to  ac- 
knowledge so  great  and  so  gracious  a  cbn* 
descension. 

Hereupon  it  was  agreed,  without  dividing, 
to  present  an  Address  of  Tltanks  to  bis'  majes- 
ty ;  but  some  words  having  passed  betweeta  the 
earls  of  Sunderland  and  Oxford  about  this  ex« 
traordinary  Message,  the  House  thought  fit  to 
interpose,  and  irequire  from  them,  that  the 
whole  (Affair  shonld  go  no  farther,  and  the 
intended  debate  was  adjourned  to  the  next 
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Mmrch  d»  The  Lords,  in  «  cominittee  of  the 
^hole  UoyMy  of  w^ch  the  earl  of  Ckreodon 
was  cbairmao,  took  into  coDtideration  the  pre- 
lent  State  of  the  Peerage  of  Great  Britain.' 

The  Earl  of  Sunderland  ran  oyer  the  several 
changes  that  have  happened  in  th^  Peerage 
since  the  reign  of  <|u«en  Elizabeth  to  this  time; 
urging  the  necessity  of  limiting  the  number 
of  peers,  and  demonstrated  the  advantage 
of  the  scheme  proposed  by  the  duke  of  So- 
merset. 

Earl  Camper  endeavoured  to  shew,  that  what 
was  intended  to  be  done,  with  relation  to  the 
Scots  peerage,  was  a  manifest  violation  of  the 
Treaty  of  Union,  and  the  highest  piece  of  in- 
justice; for  it  was  no  less  than  to  deprive 
persons  of  their  right  without  being  heard,  and 
without  any  pretence  of  forfeiture  upon  their 
part,  urgiuK^  That  the  Scots  pcerK  wlio  should 
pe  excluded  from  the  number  of  the  twenty 
£ve  hereditary,  would  be  in  a  worse  condition 
than  any  other  subjects,  since  they  would  nei- 
ther be  electing  nor  elected,  neither  represent* 
ing.  nor  represented,  which  could  not  fail  of 
raising  dangerous  discontents  amongst  them; 
that,  besides,  it  would  be  a  breach  of  trust  in 
those,  who  represented  the  Scots  peerage, 
wholly  to  divest  their  principals  of  a  power, 
with  which  they  had  entrusted  them  only  for 
a  few  years ;  and  therefore  his  lordship  was  of 
opinion,  that  the  -Boots  peers  oug;bt  to  have 
been  consulted,  before  aAy  steps  were  made 
in  so  nice  and  so  important  an  amur. 

These  objections  were  replied  to  by  the  earU 
of  Sunderland  and  Stanhope,  Cholmondeley 
and  Poulet,  the  dukes  of  Buckingham  and 
Newcastle,  the  bishop  of  Gloucester,  and  some 
other  English  lords,  who  were  supported  by 
several  Scofs  peers,  particularly  the  dukes  of 
Roxburgh  and  Montrose,  the  marquis  of  An- 
nandale,  and  the  earl  of  Hay.  in  the  first 
place,  it  was  alledged.  That  the  settling  the 
peerage  in  the  manner  proposed,  was  rather  a 
beuefit  thai)  a  disadvantage  to  the  Scots  peer- 
age, whose  represenjtatives  were  thereby  in- 
creased  by  nine,  and  all  made  hereditary;  and 
as  for  those  peers  who  for  the  present  would 
be  excluded,  they  would  afterwards  have  a 
cliance  to  come  in,  uiK>n  failure  of  any  of  the 
twenty  five :  That  this  regulation  could  not 
be  looked  upon  as  a  violation  of  the  Union,  two 
things  only  being  made  unalterable  fundamen- 
tals of  that  contract,  viz.  religion,  and  the  pro- 
portion of  public  taxes :  to  prove  which,  several 
Articles  of  the  Act  of  Union  were  read :  and 
that  the  consulting  of  the  Scots  peers  in  this 
affair,  would  be  altogether  improper  and  un- 
parliamentary, and  attended  with  great  incon- 
veniencies. 

The'Earl  of  J/oy,  in  particular,  represented. 
That  the  bringing  in  a  number  of  peers  into 
that  House  by  election,  was  certainly  deroga- 
tory to  tlie  dignity  of  th%t  august  assembly,  and 
of  the  highest  tribunal  in  the  united  kingdo^n; 
and  therefore  he  had  long  before  wished  to  see 
this  defect  in  the  Union  rectified,  and  the  Scots 
peefS  freed  from  that  igoAaMpiotui  mark  of  dis-  | 


tioction,  which  made  them  be  looked  opoa 
as  dependent  on  the  court  and  ministry,  aad 
not  at  liberty  to  vote,  like  the  other  roembcn, 
for  the  good  and  interest  of  their  country. 

The  Earl  of  Notti^diam  and  the  loitl 
Townshend  declared,  Tbat  they  were  not 
against  lioaiting  the  peerage,  but  only  a|;siast 
the  doing  it  in  a  manner,  which,  in  their  opi- 
nion^ was  imjust,  and  mi^  be  attended  wuli 
dangerous  consequences. 

Re$ohUi<ms  of  the  lardtin  rtkdwn  to  tk 
Peerage.]  But  after  a  debate  that  lasted  till 
n^  seven  of  the  dock  in  the  evening,  by  a 
majority  of  83  votes  against  SO,  their  lordships 
came  to  the  following  Resolutions,  viz. 

'<  1.  That  in  lieu  of  the  16  elective  peers,  to 
sit  in  this  Hoose  on  the  part  of  Scotland,  S5 
peers  to  be  declared  by  his  majesty,  shall  have 
hereditary  seau  in  parliament,  and  be  the 
peers  on  the  part  of  the  peerage  of  Scotland. 

<<  2.  That  such  S5  peers  Stall  be  declared 
by  his  majesty,  before  the  next  sessioii  of  pai- 
liament. 

«'  3.  That  9  of  the  said^S  shall  beappebtcd 
by  his  majesty  to  hare  inunediate  ri^bt  to  such 
hereditary  seau  in  parliament,  sub^toct  to  the 
qualificaUons  requisite  by  the  laws  now  in  being. 

**  4.  That  none  of  the  remaining  16  so  to  ^ 
declared  by  his  majesty,  or  their  heirs,  shall  b^ 
come  sitting  peers  of  the  parliament  of  Great 
^Briuin,  until  after  the  determination  of  this 
present  parliament  except  sucb .  are  of  the 
number  of  the  16  peers  now  sitting  in  par- 
liament on  the  part*  of  Scotland^  and  their 
heirs. 

'*  5.  That  if  any  of  the  35  peers  so  to  be 
declared  by  bisteajesty,  and  their  heirs  shall 
fail,  some  one  or  other  of  the  peers  of  Scotland 
shall  be  appointed  by  his  majesty,  his  heirs 
and  successors,  to  succeed  to  every  such  peer 
so  failing ;  and  erery  peer  so  appointed  shall 
be  one  of  the  peers  on  the  part  or  the  peerage 
of  Scotland,  in  the  parliament  of  Great  britain, 
and  so,  toties  guoties^  as  often  as  such  failare 
shall  happen.  / 

'*  6.  That  the  hereditary  right  of  sitting  m 
parliament,  which  shall  accrue  to  the  35  peers 
of  Scotland,  to  be  declared  by  his  majesty, 
shall  be  so  limited  .as.  not  to  descend  to  fe- 
males. 

**  r.  That  the  number  of  peers  of  Qmt 
Britain,  on  the  part  of  England,  shall  out  be 
enlarged,  without  precedent  right,  beyond 
six  above  what  they  are  at  present ;  but  as  any 
of  the  said  present  peers,  or  such  six  new 
peers,  in  case  they  be  created,  shall  fail,  their 
numbers  may  be  supplied  by  new  creations  of 
commoners  of  Great  Britmn,  born  within  the 
kingdom  of  Great  Briuin  or  Ireland,  or  any 
of  the  dominions  thereunto  belonging,  or  bom 
of  British  parents,  and  so,  tytie$  quoties^  as 
oflen  as  such  failure  shall  happen. 

**  8.  That  no  person  be  at  any  time  created 
by  writ,  nor  any  peerage  granted  by  patent, 
for  ao^  longer  estate  than  for  the  grantee,  and 
the  heii»  milfi  of  bit  body.. 
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**  i.  That  there  be  not  anj  restitiidt  upon 
the  erowD,  from  creatiug  aojr  of  the  princes  of 
ib$  blood,  j)eers  of  Great  Britain^  with  rigjbt  to 
lit  in  parliiiment. 

**  K).  That  wbenerer  those  Lords  now«itting 
in  parliametiCy  Whose  tons  have  been  called  bv 
writ,  shall  die ;  then  it  shall  be  lawful  for  his 
fliajestj,  his  heiri  and  successors,  to  create  a 
peer  to  MPply  the  number  so  lessened. 

"  n.  That  every  creation  of  a  peer  liere- 
after  to  be  made,  contrary  to  these  Resolu- 
tions, shall  be  nuU  and  void  to  all  intents  and 
purposes.'* 

Tie  Peerage  Bill  btmighi  in.]  March  5. 
The  Earl  of  CUreodon  reported  triese  Bekulu- 
tioos  to  the  House,  which  bein)(  agreed  to,  the 
Jud|(es  were  ordered  lo  bring  in  a  Bill  *  there- 
upon ;  which  ^liey  did  aocordini^ly  on  the  14th, 
when  the  said  Bijil  was  read  the  first,  and  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  second  time. 

2%e  Peerage  Bill  dropped.]  March  16.  The 
Lords  having  read  this  Dili  the  second  time, 
three  Scotch  lnrd»  petitioned  to  be  heard  by 
their  coonsel  ayaifiK  the  said  Bill ;  but  it  being 
represented  by  some  English  peers,  that  the 
Lords  being  sole  judges  of  what  relates  to  the 


*  The  same  diiy  this  Bill  was  brought  in, 
there  was  printed  and  delivered  to  the  Lords, 
a  Li^  of  the  Peers  existing  at  the  time  of  Jtfaig 
James  lst*s  accession  to  the  crown,  and  of 
dio»e  who  have  si^ice  been  advanced  to  the 
Peerage ;  as  also  of  the  several  Peers  extinct 
ia  his  and  the  succeeding  reigns.  By  this  List 
it  appears  that» 

At  the  death  of  Qneea  Elizabeth,  the  number  of 

Elfish  Peers  was  .    59  extinct  added 

King  James  I,  created  ^9  17  45 

King  Charles  I.     -    •    59  91  38 

King  Charles  n.    -    «   64  53  11 

King  James  IX.      -    -     •  8  O 

K. William  andQ.Mary   30  21  9 

Queen  Anne    ...   SO  S4  6 

King  George    -    -    -   90  10  10 


Eatinct 


339 
154 


154 


110 


^Remains  -    178 

At  the  time  of  debating  the  Bill,  the  State  of 
the  Peers  was  as  follows : 

The  Prmce  of  Wales  and  Doha 

ofYork i 

Dukes 99 

Earls 73 

Viscounts     ---*---  13 

Barons    --------  (J8 

178 
Archlnshops  and  Bishops  •  -  98 
Teen  of  Scotland  -----  .  16 


990 


Tot.  VU. 


Peerage,  they  coold  not  allow  their  rights  and 

{>rivi1eges  to  be  questioned  and  canvassed  bj 
awyers ;  and  having  to  that  purpose  cited  a 
precedent,  viz.  the  case  of  the  late  duke  Hamil* 
ton,  when  he  claimed  a  seat  in  tbat  house  as 
duke  of  Brandon,  the  said  petition  of  the  threa 
Scotch  Lords  was  rejected  without  dividing. 
March  18,  the  Lords,  in  a  grand  committea^ 
took  the  said  bill  again  into  considerationy  but 
adjourned  it  to  the  90th. 

April' 9.  It  being  moved  in  "the  House  #f 
Lords  to  receive  thetreport  from'tbo'Comniittea 
of  tlie  whole  House  opon  the  Bill  for  settling 
the  Peerage  of  Great  Britain,  vthe  same  was 
put  off  to  the  0th,  when  the  Amendments 
mada  to  the  said  Bill  were  agreed  to,  and  tha 
Bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed.  But  on  the  14th. 
the  day  appointed  for  the  third  reading,  lord 
Stanhope  observed|.  That  this  Bill  had  made  a ' 
great  noise,  and  raised  strange  appDebensions  ; 
and  since  the  design  of  it  had  been  so  misfa« 

{>resented,  and  so  misunderstood,  tbat  it  waa 
ike  to  meet  with  great  opposition  in  the  other 
House,  he  thought  it  advisable  to  let  that  mat-  ' 
ter  lie  still,  till  a  more  proper  opporlunitjf : 
And  thereupon  the  third  reading  of  the  stud 
Bill  was  put  off  to  the  98th  of  that  month  :  by 
which  R^olntion  the  said  Bill  was  dropped  for 
the  present  session  * 


*  Mr.  Coxe,  in  his  Life  of  Sir  Robert  Wal- 
pole  4ias  preserved  tha  following  <*  Memoran- 
dum on  the  Peerage  Bill,"  by  lord  chancellor 
Middleton : 

<*  When  the  dnke  of  Bolton  first  spoke  to 
me  about  the  matter,  thenj  under  the  c(^nsida- 
ratipn  of  the  House  of  Lords,  for  restraining 
the  number  of  Peers,  I  did  not  4>eli8h  tha 
scheme ;  but  retrained  expressing  myself  more 
against  it  at  tha^iime,  i>eiag  told  the  king  was 
acquaiivted  w)tb  it,  and  tbat  the  ministry 
thought.it  very  good  for  the  kingdom ;  besides, 
he  either  had  not  then,  or  did  not  shew  me  tha 
Uesolutions  which  were  intended  to  be  moved 
in  the  House  of  Lords,  so  I  was  much  in  tha 
dark.  Afiter  the  Lords  had  passed  their  lieso- 
lotions,  I  waited  on  him  again,  and  continued 
of  the  same  mind,  bat  ekpressed  myself  deter- 
mined not  to  debate  or  vote  against  a  matter 
thought  of  such  consequence ;  but  conid  not 
be  convinced  of  tha  reasonableness  of  tha 
thing. 

^*  On  the  6th  of  March,  locd  Snoderland  at 
Mr.  Boscawen's,  desired  me  to  see  him  on  tha 
Sunday  morninff.  that  be  might  discourse  with 
me  on  this  sumed..  At  St.  James's,  he  ex- 
plained to  me  tna  motives  and  inducements 
the  ministry  had  to  push  this  matter ;  and  I 
then  shewed  my  qpt ^comprehending  the  rebsoa 
or  necessity  fbr  bringing  m  the  intended  bill; 
but  expressed  myself  resolved  (considering  my 
being  m  the  king's  service)  not  to  speak  or  vote 
against  the  bill.  His  lordship  seemed  to  think 
more  Would  be  expected  from  me ;  and  used 
words  of  the  king's  behig  obliged  to  ahanga 
hands,  &c.  but  whether  he  meant,  that  he  most 
be  oblig^  to  chftDge  tha  oiiaifttry.  if  ,tha'bili 

•      2  Q  'igitized  t 


;  nunuii,  unit  mv  ui« 

miaifttJry.  if  ithab 


595]  PAB^  HI^.  $  Qfoto^  t  WP^TU  m»^$  SpttAt^tt^^m 


im 


The  Kingt  Spttch  rtlalinM  to  on  Invatian 
ffom  Spaing  Marcji  10.  The  King  went  to 
the  House  of  Peers,  and  the  Comraolis  attend- 
ing, he  was  pleased  to  saj,  That  hcf  had  given 
orders  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  to  declare  to 
both  Houses,  in  his  name  and  words,  a  matter 
his  mAJesty  thought  of  the  greatest  importance ; 
t^hereupon  the  Lord  Cbaocelior  read  the  fol- 
lowing speech : 

**  My  Lords  and  GirotlfiitDy 
f*  Having  reoeiv^d  from  our  9>od  brother 
uj^  all/,  the  most  Chriatiaa  king,  repeated 
%4vicmt  thut  an  Invayioo  will  auddenly  be  at- 
t«i»|itad  from  $pai9  agaiastmy  domiowns,  in 
flavour  <>f  the  Preieader  to  mj  orown,  I  have 
jiidged  it  c^tenieat  lo  make  jou  acquainted 
wjth  it,  and  shall,  on  mj  part,  lake  all  the  no- 
ctsMurj  meaNres  to  defeat  the  designa  of  our 
enemies.  , 

**  Gentlemen  of  the  Hovse  of  Commons, 
'*  Tl^  attempt,  if  it  proceed,  must  engage 
I9t  in  iome  farther  eipences  bj  sea  and  land 
tbaa  provision  has  been  made  for.  I  moat 
Iberefort  recommend  it  to  you  that  I  be  ena- 
bled, io  such  manner  at  you  shall  judffe  con- 
TenienI,  to  make  the  aecetsary  dispositions  §9r 
o^rsfeunty;  and  you  may  depend  upon  it, 
that  J  shall  upon  thiB  and  all  occasions  have  as 
much  regard  to  the  ease  of  my  people,  as  shall 
be  eonsisteBt  with  their  safety. 
•  *f  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
**  The  many  proois  I  have  had  of  the  afico- 
iipn  and  loyalty  of  this  parliameot  leave  me 
no  room  to  doubr  of  your  steady  and  vigorous 
perseverance,  in  support  of  my  person  and  go- 
iretnment  upon  this  occasion." 

X^e  Lordt^  Addreu  thereon.]     The  Lords 
•^eed  to  the  following  Address : 

*'  Most  Gracious  Sovereign  ; 
^'  We  yoar  majesty's  most  dutifiil  and  loyal 

miscarried,  or  to  remove  those  of  his  servants, 
who  should  not  be  for  it,  he  did  not  expressly 
aay  ;  though  from  the  nature  of  the  discourse, 
ajM  what  I  was  told  by  the  duke  of  Bolton 
cbf  first  day,  I  am  well  convinced  which  he 
meant. 

*^  On  tStfa  March,  I  discoursed  this  matter 
with  my  lord  chancellor  at  St.'Jame8*8,  and  ex** 
DHSsed  myself  not  convinced  of  Ihe  reasona- 
bleness of  the  intended  Bill:  he  was  very 
fvarm  for  it,  and  seemed  surprised  at  my  being 
so  uncomphring;  but  lord  Coningsby  coming 
in,,  broke  off  the  convocation.  The  more  I 
consider  this  matter,  the  more  1  am  confiriheU 
ID  my  opinion,  that  the  Bill  brought  into  tKe 
Bouse  of  Lords  on  14Ch  March;  commonly 
called  the  Peerage  Bill,  is  of  that  nature,  that 
the  Commons  ought  not  to  pass  it';  and  afler 
having  heard  the  arguments  otfered  by  the  duke 
of  Bf>Uon,  lord  Sunderland,  lord  chancellor, 
and  all  that  was  offered  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
to  induce  them  to  come  to  the  Resotutions,  on 
which  the  Bill  k  fbunded»  without  being  con- 
tfM^i  I  think  1  moot  like  to  aKer." 


subjects,  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  TtmptmtAin 
parliament  assembled,  beg  leave  to  return  jom 
maje6tv  6or  bumble  Tbsbks  for  jour  most  g^»- 
cious  Speech  from  the  throne,  in  which  joor 
majesty  lias  been  ploas^  to  commanicsile  to 
yonr  parliament,  that  you  have  received  re- 
peated advices  from  diiS  nios^  ChnstiaD  king 
of  an  intended  Invasion*  from  Spaio;  of  your 
majesty's  "dominions,  in  favour  of  tte  IVe- 
tender  to  your  crown;  and 'we  do  hkp^Vff 
beg  leave  to  assure  your  majesty,  thai  this 
House  will,  upon  this  %Bd  all  other  occasionsi 
stand  by  and  assist  your  majesty  with  tbe  ut^ 
most  seal,  in  support  and  defence  of  jour  sacred 
person  and  aovenkmant,  in  oppoaittoa  lo  all 
your  enemies/' 

TheKing'tA9imer.]    Bk  Majea^*^  Ao^ffv 

was  as  follows : 

,    "«  My  Lords; 

**  I  thank  you  kindly  ibr  this  saatombfo  flMrir 
of  yo«r  zeal  for  my  person  ^nd  govemsMSt, 
which  cannot  fail  of  hMrteningoor  friends,  and 
discouraging  ouf  enemies.** 

I  Ml  I  iimiiiiiiH  iim.i*  J 

*  **  The  squadron  which  had  been  lltiing  Out 
some  timtf  for  this  expedition,  sailed  from  Cad^ 
towards  England,  consisting  of  ten  meA  of  war 
and  transport-ships,  with  6,000  regular  troops 
on  board,  mostly  Irish,  with  arms  for  10  or 
19,000  men.  The  duke  of  Ormoud  waa  tlia 
conductor  of  this  undertaking,  with  the  title  or 
captain  general  of  the  king  of  Spain^  He 
was  to  poblish,  in  the  proper  places,  a  decla- 
ration m  that  kiag'saame,  wherein  he  said, 

<  That  for  many  very  good  reasons,  he  had  re- 
'  solved  to  send  part  of  his  land  and  aea-foitca 

<  into  EnshMid  and  Scotland,  lo  atrve  aa  aoxili- 

<  anee  to  king  James  t  what  had  confirmed  bitt 
'  in  his  resolution,  was  the  certain  advices  he 

*  iiad  received,  that  many  of  the  two  natiooi^ 

*  notwithstanding  their  strong  iucKnation  to 

*  acknowledge  that  prince  for  their  sovere%a, 

*  durst  not  openly  declare  for  him,  becaase  they 

<  did  not  see  bim  suuporfod  by  any  of  the  states 

*  of  Europe,  wbo  had  either  power    or    wiQ 

*  to  assist  them  ;  that,  to  remove  this  diffioalcy, 

*  and  others  that  might  arise,  be  declared  be 

*  was  determined  to  use  all  his  power  for  the 
'  restoration  of  a  prittce,  in  a  country  belonging 

<  to  him  by  undeniaUle  right :    That  be  hopM 

*  Providence  ^ould  faviHir  so  just  a  cause ; 
'  but,  that  the  fear  of  ijl  succoas  might  not 

*  hinder  any  person  frum  declaring  readily  for 

*  him,  he  promised  a  secure  retreat  in  his  do- 

<  miniaos,  to  all  that  should  join  him,  an^  ia 

*  case  they  were  forced  to  leave  their  coaatry, 
'  he  declared,  that  every  sea  or  land  ofiicer 

*  should  have  the  same  rank  as  he  eoioyed  in 

*  Great  Britain,  and  the'  soldiers  should  be  re* 

*  ceived  and  treated  like  bis  own.* 

*'  These  preparations  had  not  been  so  secret^ 
but  the  king  had  receiv^  timely  notice  to  taho 
the  iiec^^isary  precautions :  The  dnke  of  Or- 
leans, 10  return  for  the  same  favour,  had  ae* 
jquainted  bin  with  alt  be  could  di^oofer.    A 
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Dtlmtc  in  the  Commons  on  the  iCingU  Speech J\ 
Tbe  Commons  being  returned  to  the  House^ 
it  was  moYed,  **  That  an  bumble  Address  be 
prtsented  to  his  majesty,  to  rctui'nhim  tbe  du- 
tiful and  imfeigned  thanks  of  this  House  for  hav- 
ing gradouslv  communicated  to  his  parliament, 
that  be  has  received  intelli^nce  of  an  Inva- 
sion intended  firoih  Spain  agamst  these  kingdoms: 
and  to  assure  bis  miyesij  that  this  House  will 
support  him  with  the  utmost  vigour  and  eflbrts 
to  defecU  so  extraordinary  ate  attempt;  and  to 
desire  that  bis  majesty  would  give  the  necessary 


orders  to  strengthen  and  augment  his  forces  by 
4te  and  land,  m  such  manner  as  he,  in  hb  ^ reat 
wisdom,  shall  think  £t;  assuring  bis  maiesty 
that  this  House  will  effectually  make  goodf  any 
ihcfeibe  of  npence  that  shafi  arise  from  such 
an  augmentation,  and  effectually  enable  his 
majesty  not  only  to  disappoint  the  designs  of 
hiseneoues,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  but  by 
the  blessing  of  God  turn  them  to  their  own 
con^sion. 

None  of  the  members  did  directly  oppose 
tbe  motion,  only 

Mr.'Boiiert  fMpote  ^ok  this  opportunity 
to  find  fault  with  the  administration :  particu^ 
larly  with  respect  to  the  sendine  a  fleet  mto  the 
AeaiterraneaD,  whilst  Great  Britain  was  left 

ProdamacioD  was  published  against  the  duke 
of  Ormondy  and  tbe  other  lords  that  were  with 
him,  with  a  reward  of  5,000/.  for  seizing  the 
duke,  and  of  1,000/.  for  each  erf  the  rest,  and 
df  600/.  for  every  ipsntkOMA*  A$  tbe  rumour 
of  the  InvaaioD  increased,  sooie  forces  were  or- 
dered into  the  BorUi  and  into  the  west  of  Eng- 
land :  Tbe  States  General  had  notice  to  have 
1/)00meo  iMdy  to  traneport  into  England 
when  occasion  required  ;  and  were  at  tbe  same 
time  desired,  not  to  suffer  the  suspicious  em- 
barkations of  ammunition  and  men  that  were 
maldnff  at  Amsterdam,  which  theyaj^reed  to, 
notwitfistanding  tbe  endeavours  of  the  Spanish 
ministers  to  the  contrary.  Above  all,  the 
naval  umament  jBjninst  the  Spanish  squadrpn 
was  hastened.  The  kin^fs  speech  had  all  the 
ctfect  tbe  king  cotdd  expect  or  desire.  Both 
Houses  assured  him  of  their  support ;  and  the 
Comoions  desired  bim  to  augment  hb  forces  by 
iH  and  land,  in  such  manner  as  he  should 
thiiik  fit,  promising  to  make  good  any  increase 
of  expence  on  that  account*  With  these  as* 
mrances  of  the  parliament,  the  king  had  the 
satbfaition  to  see  his  allies  eiert  their  zeal  in 
his  defence.  Tbe  Sutes  sent  over  the  S,000 
men :  and  tbe  marquis  de  Pri^  ^vernor  of 
the  Austrian  Netherlands*  six  battalions  of  Im* 
perialbtsi  Tbe  duke  of  Omleas  offered  qo  less 
thtn  90  battalions,  but  it  was  not  thought 
proper  to  accent  hb  offior.  These  precautions 
tiken  by  the  king  were  very  just,  but  as,  it  hap^ 
pened  they  proved  needless.  The  Spanbh 
ieet  caose'witti  a  fair  wind  as  far  as  cape  Fi- 
nlltere,  when  a  violent  storm  arose,  wMch  last^ 
^  two  days  and  two  nights.  Tbe  fleet  was  en- 
tWly  dbperjed.  and  disabled  from  pursuing 
iWrcoom.*^   TlndaL' 


nak^d,  and  exposed  (•  the  insults  of  a  pro* 
voked  enemy  abroad.  He  also  reflected  o« 
s6me  st^ps,  wheref>y  tbe  discontents  had  been, 
much  encreased  at  hoihe :  and,  among  otherii, 
took  notice  of  a  bill  lately  brought  mto  thm 
House  of  Lord^  [meaning  an  AOt  ibr  settllu| 
the  Peerage  of  Great  Britain!  which  eould  ool 
fail  making  most  of  the  Soots  peers  implacafalft 
enemies.  He  added)  That  tboo£h  he  eould 
not  foRbear  blaming  tbe  conduct  of  tb^  minis* 
ters  in  some  particulars,  yet  be  still  retaiiMMl 
the  same  thoughts  with  reepect  to  h^  majesty^ 
and  would  readily  oonour  with  the  House,  m 
giving  liim  the  most  hearty  proofs  of  their  zeal 
and  affection  for  bis  miyesty's  person  end  ip^*  . 
vernment ;  and  even  eo  so  Csr  as  to  give  mi 
votei  for  suspending  toe  Habeas  Corpos  Act^ 
in  case  of  nec^sity ;  but  that  in  bis  opinion,  ii 
•became  the  wisdom  of  that  House,  to  know 
whether  the  advices  his  miyesty  bad  received 
of  an  intended  invasion,  were  well  groooded  be* 
fore  ihey  either  alurmed  the  public,  or  engaged 
the  nation  in  needless  expeoces.  Xhb  speeok'  . 
was  answered  by 

Mr,  Craggty  who  said,  That  as  to  what  hai 
been  suggested  about  the  Peerage  Bill,  that  af> 
fair  being  vet  depending  in  the  otlyer  Hoase,  it 
was  unparliamentary  to  take  notice  of  it,  before 
it  came  regularly  before  them:  But  that  bow* 
ever,  he  wQuld  before- hand  venture  to  say,  thai 
as  it  was  a  roost  gracious  condescension  in  bii, 
mi^sty,  to  suffer  a  branch  of  his  royal  prero*' 
gative  to  be  restrained,  in  order  to  secure  tbe 
liberty  of  parliaments,  so  he  doubted  not,  that 
when  that  bill  came  down  to  them  it  would  be  un« 
nkiimoosly  approved.  That  as  to  Vie  advices  the 
king  had  eommunieated  to  bis  parliament  of  di^ 
Invasion  with  which  hb  dominions  were  tbreal* 
ened^  tbouj^Jt  was  unusual  for  the'  sovereign 
to  declare  hisiittvlligence,  yet  Y6s  mi^ty  had, 
been  most  grndoesly  pleased  to  teHtbem  fnm 
whence  he  received  hb  information.  That 
tbierefore  it  would  be  want  of  respect,  toques* 
tion  bis  majesty's  int^igenoe;  and*  he  was 
sore  no  member  of  that  House  had  authority  to ' 
do  it.  That  he  hoped  there  was  no  great  danger 
from  the  Invasion  with  which  they  were^  threat^ 
ened :  but  that  it  woold  be  the  highest  piet^e  of 
imprudence  not  to  take  all  the  necessary  pre^  ' 
cautions  to  repel  any  insults  fi'om  the  Spaniards,  , 
and  to  defeat  alt  the  designs  of  his  mi^es^r's 
and  the  nation*s  enemies,  both  at  home  and 
abroad.  And  as  to  the  conduct  of  his  rosjest/f 
ministetrs,  on  whiich  thai  member  was  pleased 
to  reflect,  if  a  motion  were  made  for  appoint* 
ing  a  day  to  inquire  into  die  ikme,  be  wootfl 
readily  second  it. 

AfUr  this,  the  motion,  for  afi  Addren  to  bb 
majesty  passed  into  ^n  unanimous  Resolution,  . 
and  without  losing  time  in  drawing  it  up  in 
form,  it  was  farther  resolved.  That  the  said  Re- 
solution be  laid  before  his  majesty  by  the  whole 
House ;  wbich  being  doqe  accoitlingly-  tbe 
next  day,  the  king  returned  tbb  Answer. 
**  Gentlemen ;  , 

*^  I  take  thb  Address  as  %  fresh  instance  of  . 
t}x6X  doty  and  affbctiox^  if hi^  j(on  have  so  ofl(»    * 


xprtsted  for  o^  penon  aod  goTtrament  I 
OMst  in  Qod  it  will  enable  me  to  defeat  the  de- 
iigns  of  oar  enemies,  and  to  provide  effectoallj 
fcr  whiit  is  dearest  tome,  tb«  security  and  wel- 
lare  of  my  people.** 

Mr.  FrtemaiCt  MoHtmfor  aJljouming  the 
Call  of  the  Home.]  April  14.  Upon  reading  the 
•rder  of  the  day  for  the  Honse  to  be  called 


made, so  beary  a  oemore  oagbt  not  to-be 
passed  on  any  person  whatsoever,  mach  lets  oe> 
so  considerable  a  body  as  the  Common  Coancil 
of  the  city  of  London,  who  have  been,  oo 
many  pressing  oocasions^  eminently- servioesble 
to  the  public. 

**  S:  decease  the  Common  Coundl'ofth^dty 
of  London  have  never  been  heard  to  the  se- 
veral matters  of  which  they  stand  condemned 
by  this  resolution,  nor  have  they  been  any  irsj 
Inade  ao^ainted,  as  far  as  appears  to  ni,  that 
they  stood  accused  before  this  House  ofaoj 
misbehaviour  wBatsoever. 

**  3.  Because  the  several  matters  or  ofoces 
specified  in  thb  resolution,  are  properly  cog- 
nizable in  courts  of  law  or  equity ;  and  thii  re- 
solution may,  we  fear,  be  construed  as  a  de* 
termination  of  such  matters  as  may  possibly 
hereafter  be  brought  again  before  roisH'osit 
judicially,  by  writ  of  error  or  appeal. 

^  4.  Because  tlie  several  sums  of  mooej 
mentioned  iu  the  report  to  have  been  issued  bj^ 
the  Common  Conual  out  of  the  chamber  of  the 
City  of  London,  in  relation  to  controverted 
elections,  might  possibly,  had  the  Common 
Council  been  heard,  have  appeared  to  have 
been  so  issued  by  them,  in  defence  of  their 
ancient  rights  and  privileges,  and  in  order  to 
prevent  any  incroachment  thereupon. 
*  "  BuokinEham,  Monijoy,  Harconrt,  Maasell, 
Batburst,  Biogley,  Coropton,  Trevj&r,  Gower, 
Strafford,  Carlton,  Bruee,  Oxfopd,  Weston^ 
Nocthamptoo,  Foley.^ 

The  KimgU  Speeeh  cf  the  *Glo$eqfthiSe»im,l 
April  1%.  The  King  came  to  the  House  cl 
Peers,  and,  after  passing  several  Bilk,  put  aa 
end  to  the  session,  with  die  following  speech 
which  the  Lord  Chanoellor  read  to  both  Hooiei» 


•  Mr.  I^reemam  'mada  a  speech  importbg. 
That  some  weeks  before,  bethought  it  neces- 
sary that  the'abstnt  members  should  be  som- 
noned  to^attend  the  service  of  the  House,  in 
<^er  to  oppose  some  danaeroos  alteiattbns 
^meaning  the  Peerage  Bill  then  depending  in 
the  House  of  LordsT  which  were  iutended  to 
be  made ;  and  that  be  ebserted,  with  a  great 
4<al>of  satisfaction,  that  the  suqamons- had  not 
been  ineffectual,  since  there  was  so  great  and  so 
noasoal  an  appearance  ofmerobers;  which  sheww. 
•d  that  all  true  patriots  were  resolved  to  eiert 
4heir  leal  and  efforts  in  defence  of  our  excel- 
lent constitution :  But  that  he  hoped,  that  by 
dibtime  the  dancer  was  pretty  well  over,  and 
that  the  eontriven  of  Uiat  project  began  al- 
ready  to  repent  it ;  that  therefore  the  trouble 
it  unnecessary  to  give  the-memberehe  thought 
of. calling  over  the  House;  and  since  they  had 
dispatched  all  the  public  business  that  lay  be- 
hm  them,  they  had  best  afUoum  themselves  to 
tbairth. 

Accordingly  the  Call  of  the  House  was  ad- 
jeomed  to  that  day;  to  whiah  time  likewise 
Ihe  House  acgoumed  themielves. 

Rewiutim4ig€mtt  iheiwiimgif  Mtnu^onU 
ef  the  Chemher  qf  Londtm  ttmching  Eieetions.] 
April  ir»  i»  the  House  of  Lords  a  Report  was 
Muule  from  a  covnmittee,  appointed,  to  eaa- 
■sine  what  Mms  of  money  have  been  issued,  or 
ordered  to  be  issued  out  of  the  chamber  of 
London,  for  the  prosecuting,  defending,  or 
Biaintainiog  certain  causes  or  Writs  of  Error  in 
Ihls  Honse,  or  any  other  causes  of  the  bke  ua- 
cure,  for  such  time  passed  as  the  committee 
should  think  proper,  and  by  what  warrant  or 
authority,  and  on  whose  application.  And 
afler  debate  bad  thereupon,  the  question  was 
pot,  **  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  House,  that 
the  Coosm#n  Counoil  of  London,  having  issued 

Ktat  sums  of  money  out  of  the  chamber  of 
ndoo,  in  maintaining  several  suits  of,  law  be- 
tween citJsen  and  citizen,,  relating  to  contr«>- 
¥erted  electione,  havf  abused  their  trust,  and 
been  guilty  of  great  pvtiality,  and  ef  a  ^ross 
aMsmanagementof  ibe  city  treasure,  and  a  viola- 
tion of  the  freedom  of  Elections  in  the  city.*' 
It  was  res9lved  in  the  affirmative  by  46 
•       IT. 


ProUit  againtt  the  tmid  Retolution.]  The 
fallowing  Protest  was  entered  on  the  Journals  t 
**  Dissentient^ 

1.  ^  Becaase  no- proof  upon  oath  was  made 
before  the  Committee,  of  any  one  of  the  'facts 
mentioned  in  the  report;  and  we  conceive, 
t^t  i^ithout  a  due  proof,  upon  oath,  being  firit 


<<  My  Lords,  and  Gentl^Nneo  ^      . 

**  I  am  now  come  to  pot  an  end  to  tliis  icssioa^ 
in  which  you  have  shewn  many  great  and  sea* 
sonable  proofs  of  your  duty  and  affection  te  mj 
person  and  government,  and  of  your  care  for 
the  safety  and  welfare  of  your  fellow  sol^jects. 

**  By  the  blessing  of  God  on  our  endeavours, 
we  have  hitherto  disappointed  the  ill  designs  of 
our  enemies,  who  flattered  themselves  with 
success  from  our  unhappy  divisions. 

'<  We  perceive,  by  the  rash  and  wicked 
councils  which  have  lately  prevailed  in  the 
court  of  Spain,  that  the  des^rate  and  extra- 
vagant projects  oC  one  ambitious'  man,  thomh 
not  capable  of  giving  fears  to  their  aeighhoui^ 
may  occasion  to  them  some  eapence  siudtvoy 
ble. 

**  That  court,  being  influenced  by  coufesels. 
odious  and  destructive  to  the  Spaniards,  i^be 
find  themselves  neglected  and  oppressed,  after 
having  endeavoured  to  foment  conspiracies  and 
seditions,  both  here  and  in  France,  and  stooped 
to  practices  unnsuaT,  accompanied  by  manifes- 
toes of  a  stile  unbeani  of  among  great  princes,, 
has  at  last  proceeded  to  acknewledgt  the  Pre- 
tender. . 

"  As  this  news  has  given  great  surprise  to 
idl  Europe,  I  queition^^t  but  Ji  will  be  cf 
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o^i'vvd.by  every  good  Britoa  wicfa  indigDKtioii 
•nd  cootMBpi.  -' 

*''  It  is  our  beppiness  at  this  janctore;  to  find 
oarseives  amsted  by  the  greatest  poivers  of 
'BM90f>%  agpinat  an  enenj  that  has  no  aUie^  but 
tboee  who  would  betray  the  goverooMBtt  under 
which  they  lire  and  are  protected^ 

^  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons ; 
**  I  thank  you  very  heartily  for  the  supplies 
YOU  hare  gramed  me  this,  year  ;  The  manner 
in  which  you  have  raised  them,  without  any 
new  burthen  to  my  people,  the  great  addition 
yen  have  made  to  the  fund  for  sinking  the 
debts  of  die  hation^the  discharge  of  the'  Excbe- 
qner  BiUs,  and  the  provision  you  have  made 
to  pay  wfaflitever  remains  justly  due  to  foreign 
states  and  princes,  are  the  strongest  proofs  of 
your  wisdom,  as  well  as  of  year  seal  for  my 
service,  and  the  eood  ^oi  your  country.  Yon 
mi^  observe,  I  have  hitherto  been  verycau* 
tioiis  tif  making  use  of  the  power  you  have 
men  me,  to  increase  our  forces  by  sea  and 
md.  If  onr  enemies  should  oblige  me  to  a 
greater  ezpence,  it  shall  be  employdl  for  your 
service.  This  is  wb%t  the  trust  you  repose  in 
ne  muires  at  orv  hands,  and  what  I  owe  to 
•0  dutiAii  and  affisctionate  %  House  of  Com- 


«*  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen ; 

^  Tber«  being  nothing  more  desirable,^  at  all 
timeay  than  %  finn  onion  between  Protestant! ; 
I  refl^  with  satisfiiction  ufmn  the  law  you 
have  passed  this  session,  w^ich  will,  I  hope, 
|Move  effectual  to  that  purpose.  As  it  is  a 
signal  instance  of  moderation  and  indulgence 
in  our  Established  Church ;  so  I  hope  it  will 
beget  such  a  return  of  gratitude  from  all  dis- 
scntiog  Protesunts,  as  will  greatly  tend  to  her 
boooiir  and  security  ;  both  which  I  shall  ever 
bav«  near  at  heart. 

^  I  haTe  always  looked  upon  the  glory  of  a 
sovereign,  and  the  liberty  of  the  ihbject,  as  in- 
laparahle ;  and  think  it  is  the  peculiar  happi* 
ncsB  of  a  British  kin^  to  reien  over  a  free  peo- 
|i)e.  As-  the  civil  rights  uerefore,  and  privi- 
Mges  of  all  my  subjects,  and  especiallv  of  my 
two  Houses  of  Parliament,  dojustly  claim  my 
most  lender  concern;  if  any  provision,  designed 
to  perpetuate  these  blessings  to  your  posterity, 
iCHiains  imperfect,  for  want  of  time  during  this 
sewon,  maturely  to  discuss  and  settle  mat- 
tersj  of  so  great  importance,  I  promise  myself, 
yfta  will  take  the  first  opportunity  to  render 
mj  wishes  for  your  happiness  complete  and 
aSectoal,  and  to  strengthen  the  union,  which 
is-of  so  much  consequence  to  the  welfare  of 
this  kingdom. 

**  If  the  circumstanoes  of  mj  affairs  shall 
•Dow  of  my  going  abroad  this  summer,  I  shall 
tske  the  same  care  of  your  interest  as  if  I  re- 
nmsoed  here.  The  many  negotiations  which 
wiU  be  on  foot  to  restore  the  peace  of  the 
Hortb,  in  which  the  trade  and  tranquillity  of 
this  kingdom  may  be  very  much  concerned^ 
will  vMske  my  presence  tliere  of  great  use  to 
tfaif  ly  dominions  ;  And|  as  in  that  ease  I 


design,  hj  ^  blessing  of  God,  to  meet  yoa 
early  next  winter ;  I  mil  only  recommend  to 
yon  most  earnestly,  that,  laving  aside  all 
animosities,  you  would,  in  yeui'  several  coun- 
tries and  sutions,  use  your  utmost  endeavours 
to  preserve  the  public  peace,  and  see  a  due 
execution  of  the  laws." 

Then  the  Lord  Chancellor  proposed  the 
parliament  to  the  19th  of  May  £>llowmg ;  and 
It  was  afterwards,  by  several  prorogations,  far* 
ther  prorogued  to  toeSSd  of  November^, 


FIFTH  SESSION  of  tbb  HFTH  PABUA- 
M£NT  or.GREAT  BttlTAIN. 

ne  Khuj^i  Speech  on  Opening  the  Seaion.l 
Nov.  S3.  The  King  went  to  the  House  of  Peerf 
wiih  the  usual  sute,  when  the  Lord  Chancd*. 
lor,  by  his  roajest/s  command,  read  the  fyU 
lowing  Speech  to  both  Houses : 

**  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen ;  ' 

**  The  satisfaction,  with  which  I  always  meet 
you,  is  rery  much  increased  at  this  time,  whes 
It  has  pleased  Almighty  God  so  to  strengthetf 
the  arms  of  Great  Britain  and  our  confederates^* 
and  so  to  prosper  our  several  negotiations,  that, 
by  his  blessing  on  our  endeavours,  we  may  pro« 
mise  ourselves  to  reap  very  soon  the  firuits  of 
our  successes.  I  am  persuaded  it  will  be 
accounted,  by  all  my  gooid  subjects,  a  sufficient* 
reward  for  some  extraordinary  expenoe,  diat 
all  Europe,  as  well  as  these  kingdoms,  is  upon* 
the  pbint  of  being  delivered  from  the  calamitiee 
of  war  by  the  influence  of  British  arms  and- 
counsels.    One  Protestant  kingdomf  has  al** 

*  ^^.Suon  after  the  prorogation,  the  king  de-\ 
dared  his  intention  or  going  to  Hanorer,  and 
appointed  for  Lords  Justices,  in  his  absence^ 
the  arcbbiibop  of  Canterbury,  lord  chancellor 
Parker,  the  dukes  of  Kingston,  Ai|tyle,  New- 
castle, Bolton,  Merlborough,  and  lioxbM|^ 
the  earls  of  Sunderland,  Berkeley,  and  Stanhope^ 
and  secretary  Craggy.  The  prince  and  pnn* 
cess  of  Wales,  not  being  appointed  •  regents, ' 
retired  into  the  country,  sind  appeared' no  moro 
till  the  kingfs  departure,  a  few  dkys  afber  whick* 
they  came  to  St.  James's  to  see  the  young 
princesses,  who  kept  a  levee  twice  aweek :  And 
to  them  it  was,  that  the  Lords  Justices,  and  • 
numerous  appearance  of  foreign  ministers^  no* 
bilitv,  and  ^entrv,  made  their  compliments  ois-. 
the  king's  birth-daj^  who  was  entend  into  the 
60tb  year  of  his  age. 

'<  After  six  months  absence,  the  king  retorw* 
ed  to  London,  the  14th  of  NovemlMr,  more* 
respected  than  ever,  on  account  of  the  gfeal 
\thio^  be  had  done  for  the  welfare  and  interest' 
of  his  dominions.  He  was  received  with  de- 
monstrations of  the  liveliest  joy,  and  those  who 
were  not  forward  to  shew  it  were  punished  by 
the  populace,  and  the  windows  broken  thA 
were  not  illuminated.  Whilst  in  Germany,  he 
had  sent  orders  for  the  meeting  of  the  parlia« 
ment  on  the  9Srd  of  Novemfiir.'^    TiadA 
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ftftdy  hma  velwved  bt  <nlr  feasoni^le  Interpol 
Mom ;  and  socb  ft-  ftHmdation  is  Uid  bj  oar 
Itte  Treatiat  fbr  ftn  onioQ  mmon^  otber  gnnc 
FiDleMftal  powOTty  i^  will  wry  mocli  t«iMl  w 
Ihft  ffcsricy  of  oar  holj  rebgiQ*. 

^  I  baiiefe  joa  cannot  but  betarpriced  at  tba 
coDtinaation  of  a  war,  wberaoureoeflnies  faara 
Aocbing  to  hope,  and  to  aDUcb  to  Ibar.  It  is  in- 
diod  diffioolt  to  fmmc  any  jadgment  of  tbosa 
ooanseh,  wbicb  have  broba  oaft  of  late  in  so 
many  mb  aad  Hl^amceited  maasares:  If  thej 
depeod  upon  our- divisions  at  homa^  I  doubt 
not  but  in  a  very  short  time,  their  hopes, 
fiaiadtd  upon  this  expectation,  will  prove  as 
vain  and'  tU-gronnded  as  aaj  of  thar  former 
projects. 

'*  In  connratnlatini  fHtb  j6n  Oil  this  hajipy 
posture  of  frfTairs,  I  must  tell  you,  that  as  I  hav^ 
been  Tery  just  and  faithful  to  my  engiMments, 
go  I  hav^  dset  such  fhmk  and  powertuT  returns 
of  assistance  from  ray  atties,  as  wiH,  I  doubt 
not,  astablbh  a  lasting  friendship  among  aa. 
**  OeoUemea  of  the  House  of  CoflMdont ; 

<<^You  fvill  sea,  bv  the  accounts  I  ha^e  of* 
dared  to  be  delivered  to  you^  bow  aBodemti  a 
use  I  have  made  of  the  power  eotmsted  with 
xoe  to  augment  my  forces  by  sea  and  land.  I 
depend  upon  the  enuiiant  duty  aad  affection' 
yon  have  always  shewn  to  my  person  mad  go- 
vernmaot)ihat  you  will  be  vigprous  in  dispateb- 
ing  the  nacessarr  Supplies  for  th^  yeU :  to 
wbioh  purpose  I  navta  ordesisd  the  Estimates  to 
be  laid  before  you.  Ajid,  at  tbe  same  time,  I 
must  dtsirayou  to  turn  your  tboogbli  to  aU 
{^oper  means  for  lessening  the  Dabtaoftha 
Nation. 

".  My  Ii>rds  and  Uentlemen ; 

'^  Yoii  all  ■mst'be'saBsible  of  the  matay  im- 
dttervadand  unnatofid  troables' I  have  inet 
with  during  the  coone  of  my  reign.  Otir  divi- 
siodiaait  b^mia  have  gone  aM|niiad  abroad,  and 
l^  inspiriag  into  some  fbreigp  powers  a  false 
opiaioo  of  oar  foreey  buve  cuoouragedtbem  to 
treat  aria  amaanar  which  cbacrowtr  of  Great 
Britain  shall  never  endure  while  I  ^v^Mf  it. 
Tfar  trouble  and  expcnee  whieb  tKis  hath 
bnmgbt  QDOn  us  Jiave  been  the  most  loudly 
caaipiainedofby  tbase^  who  were  tbe  oecaiuon 
of  tbam.  Bat  with  yoiir  assistance  I  have  bi- 
tbaslo  gsrdiKMigb  aH  these  diAoaltaee,  and  hy 
thacontiBONnoe  of  yohr  bdp^  f  hope  verysOon 
toovapoometheni,  since  tbe  band  of  God  b«th 
•a  visibly  been  with  «s  in  aM  our  dndertakirtgs. 

^  If  i»e  aeoessiti^  of  my  gOfyament  ha^ 
.  sometimes  engaged  your  duty  and  afFeetion  to 
traet  me  with  powers,  of  wbicb  you  have  always 
with  good  laasen  been  jealous,  tbe  whole  world 
mast  aoknowledge  tb^  have  been  so  used,  as' 
to  jflsti^  tbe  ooafidenea-  you  have  neposed  in 
nse*  And  as  I  can  tndy  affirm,  that  ifo  prince ' 
was  ever  mdrc  aealeasttr  increase  bis  own  tfu» 
Cbiwity,  tbaN  I  am  to  perpetuate  tbe  liberty  of 
my  people,  I  hope  you  will  chink  of  all  proper 
Bsathods  to  establlsti  and  transwH  te  your  pos- 
teriey  tbe  freedom  of  ear  hti&fff  coasCittttion, 
and  fwrticularly  to  se^ns  niat  part  wtadt  is 
t  liable  to  abuse.    I  Talaa  mysotfNipdn  li»- 


iag  the  6r8t  Who  bath  given  ybu  an  dpportiroitj 
of  doing  it ;  and  I  must  recommend  it  to  yon, 
ro  complete  those  ftaeasures  which  remsined 
imperfect  the  last  session. 

^  So  fer  as  human  pradence  can  fbreteH,  the 
mianimity  of  this  session  of  parttameot  nluit  ei* 
tablisb,  with  the  peace  of  all  Europe,  tbe  glorf 
and  trade  of  these  kingdon^  on  a  lasting  fbon- 
dation.  I  think  everj  man  may  see  theead  of 
our  labours.  All  I  have  to  ask  of  you,  ii,  that 
you  would  agree  to  be  a  great  and  floaruhin| 
people,  since  it  is  the  ouTjr  means  by  which  I 
desire  to  become  a  happy  king." 

I%e  Lerdi'  Addrea  of  Tkank$  aiul  CongrUa^ 
fi^A  As  soon  as  tbe  King  was  wSibdrawa  mi 
^  the  dommorts  were  returned  to  their  Hois^  die 
;duke  of  Itfanchester  made  a  motioil  ibr  an'Ad^ 
tdness  of  Thanhs  add  Coagratalation  to  MlM- 
jjesty;  and  being  seooaded  by  tbe^rf  afHbl^ 
demess^  the  same  was  unanfanoasly  agned  ov 
jthe  archblibop  of  CnBtert)atyonlydlMiiiu(^<hsif 
la  elaose  might  be  adde4  to  the  wtid  AdAr^  t» 
ackiiowlec^  his  majest/s  seasonable  intene^ 
jSltioa  infirroor  of  tbe^racestabis  abroad,  wMeb 
N*»s  readily  Complied  wkb.    Tbe  Address  irtf 


**  Most  Gracious  Sovereign  i 

"  We,  your  miijestv's  most  dutiful  and  lojsl 
Isubiects,  the  lUN^  6pirnaaf  and'l^iuporslia 
parlhmient  asseinbM;  beg  leave  to  congratsliite 
yourmi^esty,  on  vodrsaRi  aud  hruppy  return  to 
tbiskiMgdOBh,  aM  dp^ii  tbe  grent  sacc<te  with 
whieb  it  has  pleased' Odd  to  bless  the  wise  la^ 
sores  tsfcen  by  your  ibifj^sty,  to  procure  tad 
establisb  peaee  in  E«trope. 

**  It  is^  with  the  utniost  pleasure  and  satisfto* 
tion,  that  we  5>ee  che  present  happy  anion  be 
tween  your  majesty' and  the  other  are«it  Pro- 
testant powers,  which  does  so  visibly  tend  to 
the  security  of  our  holy  religion  :  and  we  detfrs 
•to  etfiress' the  deep  sense  which  wehai^of 
yonr  n)a}«*slyS  seasonable  interposition,  for  the 
poor  persecuted  Prot^«aots  abroad';  and  we 
humbly  beseech  your  majesty,  that  you  aotdd 
he  pleased  to  continue  your  powerful  protec* 
ttoli  and  offices  in  favour  of  them* 

**  We  alno  be|(  leave  to  assure  yoof  mtjesty, 
that  we  will,  to  tlie  utmost  of  our  p<nver,  stand 
by  and  support  your  majesty,  in  the  praseca- 
tion  of  such  m^asores^as  you  shall  think farthtf' 
nedessary  trt  take,  for  the  completing  the  great 
ends  yoiir  majcMiiy  has  in  view,  for  the  security' 
of  triade  and  i^lorj  of  these  kittg<)oms,  and  tfar 
genertd  tranquiHity  ofall  Eurt>pe  :  arfdn^pro^ 
mise  bursetves,  that  tbe  whole  wbrid  will* soon 
beeonviitced  with  how  little  foundation  tbe 
enemies  of  your  majesty  and  your  kingdoms 
jlitfl^  flattered  thems^ves  to  reap  any  benefit 
|f}t>m  oor  intesitlne  divisions; 
I  *«  We  should  be  wanting  in  our  duty  to  yotir 
|ori{jesty  and  our  countrr,  if  we  did  not  return 
your  majeisty  our  most  hearty  Thanks,  for  that 
i tender  aad  unprecedented  care  and  concern 
your  majesty  has  b^  pleased  to  etpresS,  in 
ydor  oabst  gracious  8pe^  frdm  the  throne,  for 
tbe  libertte*  of  yddr  pfoplik  andtfae  fri^dotf  of 
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our  kMSj  Gooatitotioo ;  wiiiob  wm  or miMiiily 
^w  ill  suitable  retumt  of  tbe  otmost  ipcati- 
twle  from  all  jonr  oii^ti's  iaitbful  aubj«ctb, 
wbo  bave  a  true  yalu«  tor  Mich  in^itkiibk 


IV  Ein^t  AfUB^er.]    To  this  Addreit  tbe 
King  gave  tbe  fpUowing  Answer : 

<<MjLoidi; 
<'  Tbe  tense  jom  eipfees,  io  this  4wMi  Ad- 
4nm,  of  iny  endeaYours  foe  tbe  eoflunen  good, 
is  nost  acceptable  to  ne.  Tbe  assuraneei  of 
vear  tofifort  will  very  much  ooetribote' towards 
Imciog  alMHU  tbe  great  and  good  ends  we  bare 
ia  vssw :  and  you  inaj  depend  npon  tbe  oon- 
mammot  of  ny  best  efikee  emy  where,  in  be- 
half of  the  Protestant  cause  and  interest.'^ 

IkMt  m  thi  Cmimmi  m  the  Kimg'$  Spetck] 
The  Comnioas  beuig  returned  to  tbdr  Hoose, 
dbsearl  of  Hertford  motcd  for  an  Addiless  of 
lSifr''r,  Though  this  motion  was  earned  with- 
out diifi4*ng»  yet  it  did  uot  pasa  wkhoat  oppo- 


be  fenl  down  io  theta>  and  thtBi  and  M  sooMiv 
he  hoped  to  see  a  greac  di?iiion  in  that  House* 
UeroupoB  Mr«  Bhippen  waf  ed  his  asotbn. 

The  CammoHf  Address  ef  Thanki  and  Com- 


gratulfUionA  Norember  S4.  The  Commooa 

A«r 
ibUows: 


presented  thnr  AddrsM  to  his  majes^,  s# 


**  May  it  please  Tonr  Mdesty : 
^  We  your  m^esty^s  most  dutifot  and  kyal 
subiectSy  tbe  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in 
paniameot*  asbembled,  do  return  our  most  uo« 
feigned  thanks  to  your  majesty  for  your  most 
gracious  Spefd)  from  the  throng,  and  assure 
your  majesty,  that  our  hearts  are  filled  with 
unspeaki[l>le  joy,  upon  your  safe  wid  happy 
retnm  to  these  your  kingdoms,  and  with  the 
most  JQst  and  grateful  sense  of  your  unwearied, 
labours  for  our  welfsre,  and  the  security  of  the 
Protestant  relinon. 

**  We  heartily  congratulate  with  your  i 
jesty  on  the  success  of  your  British  armi^ 
return  the  thanks  of  this  House  in  the 


Mr.  Shifpem  m  partiailar  said,  <<  Tha^  no 
m^  mm  oiore  ready  than  himaelf  to  eencilr  in 
livifig  hie  majesty  unfeigned  essuranees  of  the 
stal  and  affection  of  Ibat  House  to  hb  person 
and  ^^yrefBuicnt,  in  retumiog  him  Thanks  for 
kts  cBTf  and  eadeawonrs  to  procure  the  tran* 
^flJiMtf  of  Europe,  and  in  oongratukting  his  safe 
leturn  nmongsr  us;  hu  he  could  not  A)rbear 
obaerring  that  bit  m^esty's  Speech  contained 
«any  beads,  of  difEsreut  nature,  and  of  great 
isportaace ;  ^Md  as  he  remembered  that  this 
House  bad  form^Hy  been  reflected  on,  for  a»* 
aroTiog  the  measurts  of  tbe  ministry  by  the 
Limp,  and  without  knowing  what  those  mew- 
wrea  were,  he  therefore  was  of  opinion,  tbsy 
oi^t  to  proceed  with  caution  in  this  joncture, 
the  rather,  because  menti  ^n  was  matfle  in  has 
najeety^s  Sjpeech,  of  a  thing  <»f  tbe  highest  con- 
Mquepce,  via.  the  altering,  some  part  of  our 
constitution;  that  it  was  plain  enough  that 
thereby  was  meant  tbe  BiU  of  Peerage ;  but  it 
was  svrprisiog,  that  this  affair  ihould  he  brought 
^jum  upoo  tbe  stage,  afbsr  it  bad  miscarried  the 
IpK  aesaion  in  tbe  other  House,  and  that  the 
W^  part  of  this  House  had  expressed  such  an 
atersiou  to  k;  concluding  with  a  motion  to 
eaogratulate  his  m^iesty  upon  his  safe  return, 
and  to  give  him  Thanks  for  part  of  his  Speechf 
sad  appoint  a  day  to  take  the  rest  into  consi- 
deration.'* 

Mr.  H«me  bereupoA  seconded  Mr.  Shippen; 
hat 

Mr.  B«a^effefdfi>reseeia||,tbatif  the  House 
dnsld  divide,  a  negative  was  like  to  he  put 
Upon  Mr.  Shippea's  motion,  said,  That  Ad- 
dresses of  thit  nature  were  but  customary  com- 
plimeata;  bat  he  hoped  that  in  tlie  course  of 
tkss  session  they  6h(»uld  have  opportunities 
faeih  to  inqaue  int<i  the  grievances  of  the  na- 
tion, and  the  conduct  of  the  roiiii»try ;  that  as 
te  the  Bill  of  Pcerai^e  in  particular,  since  the 
tmmt  seemed  to  have  it  at  heart,  he  doubted 
MtlNit  }t  wonldihon  pass  Um  Other  Honse^  and 


dutiful  manner,  for  such  measures  taken  hf, 
the  influence  of  British  counsels,  as  ^ord  Oi 
nearest  prospect  of  a  general  peace  abrpad^ 
and  of  enjoyi;ig  with  glory  the  beoi^t  of  trad# 
and  tranquillity. 

*<  And  we  crave  leave  to  assure  your  m^ 
jesty,  that  we  will,  on  our  parts,  by  the  v^gooc 
of  our  resolutions  for  the  support  of  yonr 
government,  and  by  the.  dispatch  wh)c)i  w« 
will  give  to  the  necessary  Supplies,  convince 
the  world,  that  if  our  enemies  have  concaved 
any  hopes  from  our  divisions  at  home,  this  hath 
been  the  vainest  of  all  their  projects.  And  w« 
will  enable  your  majesty,  in  concert  with  your 
allies,  effectually  lo  Mipport  and  perfect  tnos* 
jtist  aud  equitable  measures  which  have  beea 
taken  to  establish  a  general  peace. 

**  And  we  further  assure  your  miyesty,  Thpt 
we  will  apply  ourselves  to  find  out  toe  best 
ns  for  Ie«se 


lessening  tbe  Debts  of  the  natk>0| 
and  supporting  tbe  public  Credit;  and  will 
concur  in  all  proper  methods  to  establish  and 
preserve  the  freedom  of  our  happy  constiti»- 
tion,  fiur  which  your  sacred  imyestj  has  given 
so  many  tender  piopfs  of  jour  care  end  afieo* 
tion.''  ^ 

The  Kinffe  Anm^rA     To  whicli  Addtesi 
tbe  King  returned  the  flowing  Answers 

^  Gentlemen ; 
*^  Thit  loyal  Address  deserves  my  b^, 
thanks.  It  contains  the  most  duti&l  and  af^ 
fectionate  expressions  to  roy  ]^rson  and  go* 
vernment;  and  you  shall  perceive  my  sense  of 
them,  by  the  endeavours  I  will  always  us*  ttt 
procore'your  welfare  and  proeperityf*^ 

Ikhate  in  the  Lordeen  lAePiiBAOB  Bill.*] 
November   t5.    The   duke   of  .Buckingham - 
brought  into  the  House  of  Lords  the  Bill  ef 
Peerpge,  which  wae  read  the  6rst  time ;  and 


*  **  The  unpopularity  of  the  measure,  and 
tbe  ferment  it  had  eicitied  In  the  nation,  wer# 
the  metifes  which  induced  Bunderlaod  lo  with* 
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Wnf  mmI  %  teeond  time  tbe  next  6mj,  opon 
m  motion  thut  the  sAme  be  committed, 

Earl  Camper  said,  That  bendettbe  reasons 
that  induced  him  last  session  to  be  against 
this  bill,  he  had  now  another  that  weighed  no 
less  with  him  than  ail  the  rest,  Tic  The  ear* 
nestness  with  which  it  was  recommended,  and 
the  eagerness  with  which  it  was  brought  be- 
fore tbem,  at  the  beginning  of  a  session ;  that 
lie  had  obsenred,  both  from  history,  and  his 
own  experience,  that  in  affairs  of  moment, 
precipitation  was  ever  dangerous,  and,  in  many 
eases,  to  be  siispected;  and,  for  his  own  part, 
be^could  not  help  being  of  opinion,  that  if 
Ihere  were  no  secret  meaning  in  (his  hill,  some 
■len  would  not  be  so  pressing  for  it..  To  this 

The  Earl  ofSuuderknd  answered,  **  That  it 
•oold  not  with  any  justice  be  said,  that  any 
precipitation  had  been  used  in  this  SLiOTair,  since 
the  bill  in  qoestion  had  been  "brought  in  the 

^        ■      '  ■■  I    ■  ■  ■■■.!■■■ 

draw  the  Peerage  Bill,  at  the  moment  of  cer- 
tain success  in  the  House  of  Lords.  In  vain 
the  pen  of  Addison  had  been  employed  in 
defending  the  Bill,  in  a  paper  called,  Ttie  Old 
Whig,  ag^nst  Steele,  who  atucked  it  in  a 
pamphlet  intitled  The  Plebeian ;  and  whose 
mumeDts  had  greater  weight  with  the  public. 
Walpole  also  published  a  pamphlet  on  the  same 
tide  of  the  question,  <  The  Thoughts  of  a  Mem- 
'1>er  of  the  Lower  House,  in  relation  to  a 
^  project  for  restraining  and  limiting  the  power 
'  of  the  Crown  in  the  niture  creation  of  Peers.' 
In  this  publication,  he  esplained  the  nature  of 
Che  bill,  and  exposed  the  views  of  those  who 
introduced  it,  with  a  perepicuity  of  argument, 
•nd  simplicity  of  style  adapted  to  all  capaci- 
ties, and  calculated  to  mak^  a  general  impres* 
lion. 

^  The  minister,  however,  did  not  relinquish 
his  darling  bill.  During  the  interval  between 
the  prorogation  and  meeting  of  parliament, 
he  exerted  every  eftbrt  to  engage  a  majority  in 
its  favour.  Bribes  were  profusely  lavished, 
promises  and  threats  were  alternately  em- 
ployed, in  every  shape  which  his  sanguine  and 
overbearing  temper  could  suggest.  He  affected 
to  declare,  that  it  was  the  king's  desire,  and 
not  the  act  of  the  ministry ;  he  did  not  at- 
tempt to  conceal  that  it  was  levelled  against 
the  future  government  of  the  prince  of  Wales^ 
whom  he  represented  as  capable  of  *  doing 
*  mad  things'  when  he  came  to  the  throne. 
He  declared  that  the  necessary  consequence 
of  its  rejection  would  be  the  ruin  of  the 
Whigs,  and  the  introduction  of  the  Tories  into 
the  confidence  and  favour  of  the  king ;  ex- 
pressed his  surprise  that  any  person  who  stiled 
himself  a  Whig  should  oppose  it ;  and  exerted 
himself  in  the  business  with  so  much  heat  and 
violence,  that  in  endeavouring  to  persuade 
Bliddleton^  lord  chancellor  of  Ireland,  who 
refused  to  support  the  measure  in  the  British 
House  of  Commons,  the  blood  gushed  from 
his  nose. 

^*'  These  efforts  were  attended  with  such  suc- 
€iSS|  that  at  ft  meeting  held  by  the  leaders  of  the 


last  session,  and  then  thoronghly  examined;  it 
that  he  doubted  not  but  ^^^n  member  o(frt 
House  was  fuUy  apprised  of  it,  and  read; 
give  his  vote  for  or  against  it :  that  the  rea 
why  it  was  brought  in  so  soon  ^t  thistiaie, 
conceived  to  be,  thatit  might  give  no  ioten 
tion  to  the  other  importanft  affairs,  which 
kii^  had  recommended  to  his  parliament :  t 
as  tor  any  secret  meaning  in  thb  hill,  his  k.    I 
ship  solemnly  tleclared,  that  he  knew  of  :  • 
other,  hut  what  his  m^esty  had  been  pIcAi  * 
graciously  to  intimate  in  his  speech,  vis.  the  >  • 
curing  the  freedom  of  our  constitutieo,  by  p  v 
venting,  for  the  future,  the  abuse  of  one  brai  r 
of  the  royal  prerogative,  ef  which  tbejr  ha 
fatal  instance  in  the  last  reign,  and  vrbich  i  . 
given  just  offience,  and  terribw  apprehenn^m  * 
all  sober  men." 

To  this  it  was  replied,   **  That  if  it  i  *• 
foreseen  that  bill  might  interrupt  the  other  i 

Whigs,  in  opposition,  at    Devonshire-Hoc . 
Walpole  found   the   whole    body  lukewai 
irresolute  or  desponding :  several  of  the  pe 
secretly  favoured  ft  bill  which  would  iocre 
their  importance;    others  declared,   that 
Whigs,  it  would  be  a  manifest  incontistn  . 
to  oigect  to  a  measure  tending  to  prevent 
repetition  of  an  abilse  of  pmrogative  agai  * 
which  they  had  repeatedly  inveighed;    tbv 
who  were  sincerely  averse  to  it,  were  nnwiil  • 
to  exert  themselves  in  hopeless  resistance,  a- 
it  was  the   prevailing    opinion  that  the  \  ^ 
should  be  permitted  to  jpass  without  oppt« 
tion.     Walpole  alone  dissented,   and   rep^ 
bated,  in  the  strongest  terms,  (this  res6lnt»*- 
as  dastardly  and  impolitic     He  maisitaivrj 
that  it  was  the  only  point  on  which  thej  cof 
harrass  administration  with  any  prospect 
success;  that  he  would  place  it  in  such  n  lit* 
as  to  excite  indignation  in  every  independc 
commoner ;  that  he  saw  a  spirit  rising  ngaii 
it  among  the  Whigs,  and  particularly  amo 
the  country  gentlemen,  who  were  otherw 
not  averse  to  support  gevemment.    He  sa 
that   he  had   overheani    a    member  cff  t 
House  of  Commons,  a   country    gentlem?  . 
who  possessed  an  estate  of  not  more  tlian  80^ 
a  year,  declare  to  another,  with  great  wamii- 
that  altliough  he  had  no  chance  of  lieing  ma., 
a  peer  himMlf,  vet  he  weuld  never  oonsent 
the  injustice  of   giving  a  perpetual  excJnsii' 
to  his  family.    He  was  convinced,  he  ndded, 
that  the  same  sentiment  would  have  a  strong 
effect  upon '  the  whole  body  of  country  gentle* 
men;   and   concluded  his   animated   remon- 
strances, b;^  declaring,  that  if  deserted  by  bis 
party,  be  mmself  would  singly  stand  forth  and 
oppose  it.    This  declaration,  urged  with  un- 
common vehemence,  occasioned  much  alter- 
cation, and  many  persuasions  were  made  to 
deter  him  from  adopting  a  measure  which  ap- 
peared chimerical  and  absurd  ;  but  when  thej 
found  that  he  persisted^  the  whole  party  gra- 
dually came  over  to  biS'  opinion,  and  agmd 
that  an  opposition  should  be  wade  to  it  in  thn 
House  of  Commons.''    .     Coxe%  Walpok. 
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poTUa^  tflhlrti  it  hftd  been  adTtseable  to  keef» 
It  until  the,niiddle»  or  towards  the  end  of  the 
tessioni  and  to  begin  witk  the  king's  business." 
Bot 

The  Doke  of  Buckingham  compromised  the 
natter,  by  saying.  That,  for  his  own  part^  he 
ipprebended  no  danger  from  this  bill,  and  if 
it  was  attended  with  any  inconveniences,  as  ail 
iBman  aflairs  are  apt  to  be,  time  would,  dis- 
cover it ;  and  then,  as  in  all  other  cases,  they 
B%ht  apply  a  remedy  to  it.  As  to  the  time  of 
wringing  of  it  in,  his  grace  thought  it  no  mater 
9al  objection,  since  this  House  had  no  other 
)usine86  to  go  upon :  but  that  he  foresaw,  that 
rbatsoever  dispatdi  they  made  in  that  bill,  it 
»oold  not  get  so  qaick  a  passage  in  the  other 
louse,  i 

The  Peerage  Bill  passes  the  House  of  Lords.] 
hereupon  the  Bill  was  committed  to  a  coni- 
aittee  of  the  whole  House,  who  went  through 
t  the  next  day;  and  on  the  28th,  the  earl  of 
^arendoD,  chairman  of  that  committee,  having 
nade  his  report,  the  same  was  agreed  to,  and 
he  Bill  ordered  to  be  ingrossed.  On  the  30th 
>f  this  month,  the  Lords  read  the  said  Bill  the 
bird  time,  passed  the  same,  and  ordered  it  to 
)e  sent  down  to  the  Commons. 

DebaU  in  the  Commons  on  the  Pebaaoe 
iiLL.]  December  1.  Upon  a  message  from 
he  Lords,  by  the  lord  chief  justice  King,  and 
he  lord  chief  baron  Bury,  that  the  Lords  had 
Mssed  ft  Bill,  intitled, '  An  Act  for  the  Settling 
the  Peerage  of  Great  Britain  :'*  to  «vhich  they 
iesired  the  concurrence  of  the  Commons,  the 
i«id  Bill  was  read  the  first  time,  and  amotion 
(ting  made,  That  the  said  bill  be  read  a  second 
imetbe  Friday  next  ensuing,  the  same  was 
apposed  by  a  ^reat  many  members,  who  mov- 
ii,  That  this  important  afiair  might  be  put  off 

0  the  18th  of  this  month ;  which  last  motion, 
ifter  a  long  and  warm  debate,  was  carried  by 

1  najority  of  903  against  158. 

December  18.  The  engrossed  Bill  from  the 
Lords,  intitled,  *  An  Act  for  the  Settling  the 
Peerage  of  Great  Britain,'  was  read  a  second 
ine,  and  a  motion  being  made  by  the  lord 
^iUiam  Patilet,  teller  of  the  Exchequer  and 
oember  for  Winchet^er,  for  committing  the 
3iU,  which  was  seconded  by  sir  Charles  Uo- 
ham,  the  same  occasioned  a  warm  debate, 
yhicb  lasted  from  one  o'clock  in  the  .afternoon 
ill  near  nine  at  night.  The  members  who 
)>oke  for  committing  the  Bill,  were  lord  Wil- 
uun  Paulet,  sir  Charles  Hotham,  col.  Moreton, 
|fr.  Hampden,  Mr.  Craggs,  Mr.  Plummer,  Mr. 
^hmtre^  Mr.  Aislabie,  Serjeant  Pengelly,  and 
^r.  Hungerford ;  against  committing  it,  Sir 
iichanl  Steele,  Mr.  Pitt,  sir  Wilfrid  Lawson, 
Sir,  Horatio  Walpole,  Mr.  Wykes,  sir  John 
[^ackington,  Mr.  Methuen,  Mr.  Herne,  Mr. 
ru6fnell,  Mr.  R.  Walpole,  and  ISIr.  John  Smith. 

Sir  Hichard  Steele  spoke  first  against  com- 
"Utting  the  Bill  as  follows : 

. ''  Mr.  Speaker ;  I  am  against  the  Bill,  be- 
cause I  fear  it  may  change  thui  free  ilate  into 


iSie  worst  of  all  tyrannies,  that  of  an  aristocracy, 
which  is  the  most  likely  coosequenee  to  attend 
soch  a  law  as  this  would  be  :  the  whole  tenor  of 
the  Bill  is  very  unfortunately  pi:ft  together,  if 
any  thing,  but  an  addition  of  power  to  the 
peers,  is  intended  by  it.*    All  mankind  miM 

•  "  It  so  happened  that  (1718-19)  a  contro- 
versy was  agitated  with  great  vehemence  be* 
tween  those  friends  of  long  continuance, 
Addison  and  Steele.  It  may  be  asked,  in  the 
language  of  Homer,  what  power  or  what  cause 
should  set  them  at  variance.  The  subject  .of 
their  dispute  was  of  great  iqpportance.  The 
earl  of  Sunderland  {)roposed  an  act  called  the 
Peerage  Bill ;  by  which  the  number  of  peers 
should  be  fixed,  and  the  king  restrained  from 
any  new  creation  of  nobility,  unless  when  an 
old  family  should  be  extinct.  To  this  the 
L6rds  would  naturally  agree;  and  the  king, 
who  was  yet  little  acquainted  with  his  own 
prerogative,  and,  as  is  now  well  known,  aknosl 
mdifierent  to  the  possession  of  the  crown,  had 
been  persuaded  to  consent.  The  only  difficul- 
ty was  found  among  the  Commons,  who  were 
not  likely  to  approve^ the  perpetual  exclusion 
of  themselves  and  their  posterity.  The  Bill 
therefore  was  eagerly  opposed,  and  among 
others  by  sir  Aobert  Walpole,  whose  speech 
was  published. 

'*  Tlie  Lords  might  think  their  dignity  diminish- 
ed by  improper  advancements,  and  particularly 
by  the  introduction  of  twelve  new  peers  at 
once,  to  produce  a  majority  of  Tpries  in  the  I 
last  reign :  an  act  of  authonty  violent  endugh, 
yet  certainly  legal,  and  by  no  means  to  b^ 
compared  with  that  contempt  of  national  rieht 
with  which,  sume  time  afterwards,  by  the  in- 
stigation of  Whiggism,  the  Commons,  chosen 
by  the  people  for  three  years,  chose  themselves 
for  seven.  But  whatever  might  be  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  Lords,  the  people  had  no  wish  to 
encrease  their  power.  The  tendency  of  the 
Bill,  as  Steele  observed  in  a  letter  to  the  earl 
of  Oxford,  was  to  introduce  an  aristocracy  *  for 
a  majority  in  the'  House  of  Lords,  so  limited, 
would  have  been  despotic  and  irresistible. 

*'  To  prevent  this  subversion  of  the  ancient 
establishment,  Steele,  whose  pen  readily  se- 
conded his  political  passions,  endeavoured  to 
alarm  the  nation,  by  a  pamphlet  called  The 
Plebeian.  To  this  an  answer  was  published  by 
Additon,  under  the  iitle  of  The  Old  Whig,  in 
which  it  is  not  discovered  that  Steele  was  then^ 
known  to  be  the  advocate  for  the  Commons. 
Steelereplied  by  a  second  Plebeian ;  and,  whe- 
ther' by  ignorance  or  by  courtesy,  confined 
himself  to  his  question,  without  any  personal 
notice  of  his  opponent.  Nothing  hitherto 
was  committed  against  the  laws  of  fiiendship 
or  proprieties  of  decency;  but  controvertista 
cannot  long  retam  their  kindness  for  each  other. 
The  Old  Whig  answered  the  Plebeian,  and  could 
not  forbear  some  contempt  of  "  little  Dicky, 
**  whose  trade  it  was  to  write  parophlcU." 
Dicky,  however,  did  not  leave  his  settled  vene« 
ration  for  hit  ihend;  hot  coatented  himself 
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nllowy  that  the  only  pkusible  fteson  for  tlik 
law,  was  what  bapp<fned  in  the  last  reign,  when 
t\veiv«  peers  were  uiade  m  one  Uay ;  but  the 
Preamble  as&igns  no  such  reasons,  bit  says, 

*  That  sixtteo  peers  of  Scotland,  by  reason  of 

*  many  new  c^rcatioiis since  the  Uuiol^,  are  not  a 
<  sntlicieDt  and  proportionable  representative 
<(i  firat  nobility/  And  therefore  they  shall 
htr/  .Htr  not  be  represented  at  all:,  bnt,   *  A 

*  i'>.(t^:  nutrii  more  suitable  to  the  peerage  of 

*  h!'  -lUHfj  oiiLht  to   be  done  for  ihefln,'  to  wit, 

*  i  lift  i^rei  tv-hve  (*f  them  should,  M  all  times 

*  Ji!  ri  jMer,  hate  hereditary  seats  in- parliadnent*. 

**  1  aiwavs  im(uj[ined  that  no  man  could  jud|j;e 
wh  it  was  siiitHbIc  to  him  but  himself;  and  that 
it  rouM  l>e  no  manner  of  c^mlort  to  one  in:bo 
has  any  thinfr  taken  from  him,  that  the  pos- 
•es-i«>n  or  ic  is  more  suitably  placed  in  another. 
How  isi(  saitaMe  to  the  peerage  of  Scotland, 
that  instead  of  having  a  representative  of  six- 
teen sitting  by  their  election,  they  are  here- 
after to  be  favoured  with  having  35  there  in* 
stead  of  tbem,  and  not  one  there  in  their,  be- 
half? It  must  be  confessed,  that  the  peers  of 
Scotland  cannot  complain  of  any  thing  like 
being  tricked  ;  but  their  potential  seats  in  par- 
liament are  barred  and  taken  from  them,  not 
by  collusion  and  double  dealing^  but  by  toe 
niost  uareserved  and  candid  usurpation  ima- 
ginable :  but  though  this  is  done  with  so  much 
ease,  and  no  reason  giv^n  but  that  they  who  do 
it,  are  pleased  to  say  it  is  most  toitable ;  it  is  to 
be  presumed,  that  those,  whose  consent  is  ne- 
cessary for  the  divesting  tnnocent  men  of  their 
libeiiy  and  honour,  will  desire  some  better  ac- 
count of  the  matter,  before  they  deprive  their 
lei low> subjects  of  their  undoubted  rights.  I 
cannot  but,  from  a  natural  detestaCioo  of  in- 
justice, say,  that  is  the  hi||best  wrong  done  to 
the  indulgence  mentioned  m  the  preamble,  to 
expect  it  will  be  granted  in  favour  of -any  men 
in  wrong  of  aily  other ;  and  I  doabC  not  but 
thie  House  will  alarm  that -benignity  from  being 
employed  to  the  dfstroction  of HseU^  or  oppres- 
sion of  othertf. 

*^^  hope  the  best  man  and  best  prioeetn  the 
world,  will  be  sracioos,  so  as  to  havek  alwa^ 
in  hb  power  to  be  graeiotn:  1  amviHV  he  will 
never  gWe  bis  people  my  reason  to  complain^ 


with  quoting  some  lines  of  Cato,  which  were 
at  once  detection  and  reproof.  Tile  bill  was 
laid  aside  dnriiq;  that  session;  and  AdtUson 
4lied  before  the  next,  in  which  its  oommittnent 
was  rejected  by  265  against  t77. 

**  Every  reader  surely  must  regret-  that  these 
two  illestriotts  friends,  after  so  many  years  pku 
im  confidence  and  endeArmeot,  in  tnjiity  of 
niterest,  conformity  of  opinion,  and  fellowship 
of  study,  should  finally  plirt  in  acrimonious  op- 
position. Snch  a  controversy  was  *  BeUum 
*  ploaquam  civile,'  as  Lucdn  expresses  it. 
Why  could  not  faction  find  other  advocates  ? 
bat  among  the  uncertainties  of  the  human 
State,  we  ate  dootned  to  number  the  instabiKty 
of  friendship.'^     Dr.  Johnson's  Iiifii  of  Ad- 


bnt  of  his  too  gre^  goodness:  happj  ^fae  eoi» 
reign  and  happy  the  people,  when  sifwiit 
grace  is  all  that  can  be  lisared  of  htm. 

**  The  Peers  of  Scotland  bare  an  indefieaiiUi 
ri^t,  by  the  Act  of  Union,  to  ha  elected  aad 
serve  in  parliament  as  peers  of  Great  Brit)aia,is 
the  manner  therein  stipulated,  and  it  wooM  k» 
but  more  cniel,  not  more  unjust,  to  take  fnm 
them  their  lives  and  fortunes,  than  tkia  hoaoar 
and  privilege,  whioh  their  ancestors  purchssd 
by  the  frequent  hazard  of  theirs :  tiae  €efa»if 
the  Union  are  plain  and  absolute  ;  nor  OB 
any  privilege^  Hberty,  or  property  seosred  by  it 
to  tlie  meanest  subject  of  either  iiatian^  be  vio- 
lated or  altered  against  his  will,  and  n^^sati^ 
factory  reparatioa  done  bias,  wifiioist  iniriogS' 
roent  of  the  whole  act,  and  leaving  tlie  persoai 
so  injured,  at  liberty  to  aveage  by  force  what 
was  done  by  it:  for  protection  and  obedioict 
are  reciprocal,  and  witlidr awin^  the  one,  dii* 
charges  the  other.  Wbatihen  ts  the  condiboa 
of  these  unhappy  men,  who  are  to  be  divested 
of  their  rights  and  privileges  of  subjects,  and 
yet,  no  doubt,  to  be  deemed  traitors,  shooU 
they  fly  to  any  foreign  power,  or  invader  of  tkl 
nation,  which  has  in  the  dearest  and  greatest 
consideration^,  those  of  honour  and  dietinctiois 
made  them  foreigners?  The  terms  of  the  Unioo 
cannot  be  revoked  vrithout  disonitiag  the  king* 
dome ;  for  when  that  is  ddne  they  are  no  kngo* 
held  together  br  the  law,  hot  by  f<spce ;  wA 
the  power  which  then  keeps  us  together  msic 
be  arbttraiy,not  legal ;  or  iflegal,  not  righscoas; 
for  a  law,  not  supported  by  justice,  ia  in  iiBdf 
null  and  void  ;  nor  are  the  tnakefs  o€  it  leg^ 
lators,  but  oppressors.  It  appietvs,  withoBt 
any  posnUe  contradiction,  that  the  MrliaiBCft 
of  Great  Britain  caunoi^  exclude  thepeend 
Scotland  from  the  benefit  of  Che  9Sd  Anich 
in  Ae  Act  of  Union,*  without  beeomiiig  an  •^ 
bttrary  power,  acring  with  an  indrferaieefis 
good  and  evU,  on  the  foundadon  of  ittight  only. 

**  We  are  safer  uhder  the  pr<l^^>gative  in  dii 
king,  than  we  can  be  under  an  aristocmey.  Tfat 
prerogative  is  a  power  in  the  sOvereigt>,  not  ei« 
pressed  or  described  in  the  laws,  but  to  be  ex* 
ercised  in  the  preserration  of  them  by  the  mh 
of  the  general  good :  andifitoouldbe  •proved, 
that  the  business  of  the  twelve  gemkineo, 
(meaning  the  twelve  lords  created  hw  qoeea 
Anne  in  the  time  of  the  earl  'of  OaforcT^  ate- 
try)  was  purely  done  to  rate  the  nation,  aad 
that  it  was  done  for  the  good  of  thfe  who^,  tke 
statesman,  who  advised  it,  woulddesenre dfc 
thanks  of  all  mankind,  for  exposing  himself  ts 
the  nHsref^resentation  and  resentment  of  fu- 
ture parKaments,  for  the  good  of  his  feObw'sab- 
jects. 

**  1  ivUl  not  pretendtodoobt  bttttboseBohie 
personages  have,  under  the  bands  and  seals  of 
all  and  etery  of  theirelectors,  the  peefo  of  Scot* 
laiid,  foil  power  and  audiority  for  thisalteintioe, 
without  which  their  proceedhig' could  not  be 
reconciled  to  common  honour :  and  if  Um  thirty 
odd,  who  are  to  he  ennobled  by  this  BiU,  ars 
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o  b«  iinhI#  ttp  by  present  meniben  of  the 
ioBM  of  Coimnonii,  snch  members  are  to  climb 
o  honoar  throajth  tolmmj. 

**  Tlie  Bill  teems  to  me  to  be  calculated  for 
lotbing  but  an  aristocracj,  faiid  indeed,  has 
lot  so  much  m  tbe  appearance  of  any  thing 
Jse ;  for  though  a  man  of  honour  and  conscious 
nimity  knows,  that  he  is  a  peer  for  tbe  sake  of 
)ti  mttoW-subjects,  and  tbat  this  r^ht  is  vested 
a  him  and  019  htmWj  for  the  sake  of  society, 
K>t  for  himself  and'sdccessors  only,  yet  is  there 
10  part  of  society  considered  in  this  bHI,  but 
nerely  the  peers  and  nobles.  The  Lords  ex- 
tdse  a  power  in  tbe  last  resource :  and  an 
ippeal  lies  to  tbem  frorn'oH  the  courts  of  West- 
nisler-hall,  for  determining  aH  the  property  of 
^reat  BHtam,  and  yet  they  are  wiHinc;  to  have 
t  law^  wbicfa  ^  must  necessarily  disnble  tbem 
rom  being  a  capable  court  of  justice  for  the 
btare ;  for  the  Bill  even  provides  for  their  in- 
offioiency  as  to  this  purpose ;  and  there  is  a 
sHitise,  wbioh,  instead  of  looking  out  for  great 
ind  knowing  men,  is  very  careful  to  leave  the 
MMrer  in  the  king  to  give  titles,  in  case  of  ex- 
inctiona^  to  minors :  much  of  the  same  stamp 
s  the  partiality  of  the  Bill,  tbat  females  are  ex- 
dodedfrom  their  future  right;  as  if  a  lady  of 
|[ood  sense  were  not  as  capable  of  bringing  mto 
!be  world  a  man  of  sense,  as  a  bovr  under  age, 
is  of  becoming  a  man  of  justice  and  honour 
from  the  mere  recommendation  ;of  his  for- 
tatie;  for  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  but  that 
irouldbe  bis  best  pretensions;  but  lords  have 
thought  it  more  eligible  to  have  in  view  tbe 
f>roviding  rich  husbands  for  their  daughters 
from  among  the  Commons^  than  the  leaving  it 
lo  their  female  heirs,  to  make  Lords  of  the 
iocendents  of  meritorious  commoners. 

**  Thus  Che  aristocracy  is'set  out  by  this  bill ; 
for  all  the  provisions  and  limitations  of  it  re- 
Ksrd  only  rtie  titles  and  honours- of  the  peers, 
■Bd  prodigioascareis  taken,  that  no  one  should 
kuflfer  from  poastble  contingencies  and  distant 
tttideats  among  themselves,  but  no  regard  had 
to  tbe  known  immediate  presentrights  of  tho^e 
<*bodo  not  sit  in  their  House,  but  have  title  of 
tlection  into  it:  there  is  no  difficulty  of  des- 
^'•ying  those  whom  they  know  to  have  titles, 
hottfa^y  are  prodigioos  tender  of  hurting  those 
who  mav  have  titles,  of  which  they  do  not 
WOW!  the  lords  will  be  judges,  and  give  and 
jdmitto  whonr  they  please  incident  claims; 
out  extinctions  are  to  be  supplied  only  by  the 
nng,  and  he  might  possibly  give  them  to  per- 
■o***  Aey  should  noclike.  The  restraint  of  the 
P««w  to  a  certain  number  will  make  the  most 
pu^erfolofiliem.bavc  the  rest  under  their  di- 
'•^^ ;  and  all  the  property  disposed  before 
Wiem  will  be  bestowed,  not  by  judgment,  but 
hy  vote  aad  bumonr,  or  worse,  judges  so  made 
by  the  blind  order  of  birth  will  J>e  capable  of 
»o  ether  way  of  decision. 

"It  'is  said  that  power  attends  proper- 
ty; but  it  is  as  true,  timt  power  will  command 
p^^rty ;  and  according  to  the  degeneracy  or 
hoiDan  nature,  the  Lords  may  as  well  grow 
BO  ;  and  if  ^hejthoold  do  so, 


how  will  tbit  be  amended,  but  by  tbe  consent 
of  th«)se,  who  shall  become  so  corrupt  f  Wbiif 
shaN  we  say- then?  Shall  we  expose  ourselves 
to  probable  evils,  with  the  foresight  of  impos-' 
stbleremedies  i^inst  tbem  ?  ^ 

*^  k  is  hardly  to  be  read  seriously,  when  the 
Bill  in  a  grave  stile  and  sober  contradiction  lias 
these  words,  via.  «Tbc  twenty  five  peers  on 
<  the  part  of  the  peerage  of  Scotland ;'  as  if  they 
who  were  made  instead  of  the  peers  of  Scot- 
land, could,  without  a  banter,  be  called  peers 
on  the  part  of  tbe  peerage  of  Scotland;  the 
'(rue  description  of  tbem  is,  peers  made  when 
tlte  peers  of  Scotland  were  00  more  to  be  peers ; 
for  tliC  title  resting  in  their  families,  without 
hopes  of  succession  in  ihe  peerage  and  legis- 
lature^ is  only  a  bar^  against  any  participation 
of  power  and  interest  in  their  country ;  it  it 
putting  them  into  the  condition  of  papists  con- 
vict, aa  to  wUtat  ooght  to  be  most  d^r  to  them, 
their  honour  and  reputation.  7t  is  held  by 
true  politicians  a  most  dangerous  thing  to  give 
the  meanest  of  the  people  just  cause  oi  provo- 
cation ;  much  more  to  enrage  men  oT  spirit 
and  distinction,  and  that  too  with  downright 
injuries. 

••  We  may  iatter  ourselves,  that  property  is  al- 
ways  the  source  of  power ;  but  property,  like 
all  other  possessions,  has  its  effects  according  to 
the  talents  and  abilities  of  the  owner;  and  at 
it  is  allowed,  tbat  courage  and  learning  are  very 
common  qimlities  in  that  nation,  it  seems  not 
very  advisable  to  provoke  the  greatest,  and, 
for  ought  we  can  tell,  the  best  men  among 
them.  Thus  we  are  barred  from  making  this 
law  by  prudential  reasons,  as  well  as  firom  tha 
inviolable  rule  of  justice  and  common  right, 
witli  relation^  tbe  Scots  Peers. 

^*If  we  consider  thematter  with  regard  to  tba 
king's  prerogative,  this  law  will  diminish  it  to  an 
irreparable  degree ;  and  it  is  a  strnnge  time  to 
take  away  power,  when  it  is  in  the  possession 
of  a  prince,  who  uses  it  with  so  much  modera- 
tion, Uiat  he  is  wiHing  to  resign  it;  hat  we  are 
to  consider  the  prerogative  as  part  of  1  lie  estate 
of  tbe  crown,  and  not  consent  to  the  taking  it 
out  of  the  crown,  till  we  see  just  occasion  for  if. 
His  majesty's  iiidulgence  makes  k  safe  in  his 
royal  breast;  and  we  know  of  nothing,  any 
other  of  the  family  has  done,  to  alter  it  for  fear 
of  him. 

^  The  Prerogative  can  do  no  hurt,  when  minis- 
ters do  their  duty  ;  but  a  settled  number  of 
Peers  may  abuse  theif  power,  when  no  man  is 
answerable  for  theip,  or  can  call  them  to  an  ac- 
count for  their  incroachro^nts.  It  iit  said,  and 
truly  too,  that  the  manner  of  their  power  will 
be  the  same  as  now  ;  but  then  the  application 
of  it  may  be  altered,  when  they  are  an  un- 
changeable body  :  schemes  ,of  grandeur  and 
oppression  can  be  formed  to  invade  the  pro- 
perty, as  well  as  liberty,  of  their  fellow*  suhjei'ts  ; 
which  would,  according  to  the  prerent  e<»iab« 
lisbmeot,  he*vain  to  undertake,  wlien  they  are 
subject  to  An  alteration,  before  thi  ir  project 
could  be  ripened  into  practice  and  usurpation. 

^  At  for  any  sodden  and  surpQsin|  way  of 
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creation.  That  lies  before  the  legitkcure  for 
censure ;  and  the  great  dimiDUtion  which  all 
creations  bring  upon  the  king's  authoritj,  is  a 
sufficient  defence  against  the  abusive  employ- 
ment of  that  autboritj  this  way  :  For  when  the 

king  mak^s  peers/  be  makes  perpetoal  oppo- 
nents of  his  will  and  power,  if  they  shall  think 
fit ;  which  one  consideration  cannot  but  render 
frequent  creations  terrible  to  the  crown.  This 
Constitution  has  subsbted  in  spite  of  convul- 
sions and  factions,  without  restraining  or  re- 
pressing the  extent  of  the  legislative  powers ; 
Dor  is  it  possible  for  anjr  man,  or  assembly  of 
men,  to  circumscribe  tbeir  distinct  authorities : 
Np,  they  are  to  be  left  eternally  at  large ;  and 
the  safety  of  each  part,  and  the  %oA  of  the 
whole,  are  to  be  the  rules  of  tbeir  conduct : 
And  as  it  is  impossible  to  foresee  all  the  drcum- 

.  stances  which  must  arise  before  them,  there  is 
no  safe  waj^  but  leaving  them  at  lai^e,  as  vigi- 
lant checks  upon  each  other,,  unconfined,  kmt 
by  reason  and  justice. 

^'  If  there  was  any  outrage  committed  in  the 
case  of  the  twelve  gentlemen,  the  peers  should 
have  then  withstood  the  receiving,  of  them,  or 
done  what  they  thought  fit  at  another  season 
for  their  satisfaction;  and  not,  when  it  is  too 
late,  instead  of  asserting  tbeir  liberties,  mediate 
their  future  security  in  unreasonable  conces* 
sions  from  the  crown,  and  discouragements 
upon  the  merits  of  the  Commons :  and  can  the 
gentlemen  in  present  power  reasonably  think, 
that  the  consummation  of  the  English  glory  and 
merit,  is  to  close  and  rest  in  their  persons  r 

'<  After  the  Bill  has  sufficiently  provided  for 
the  aristocracy  over  thes^  dominions,  it  goes 
into  a  kind  of  oeconomy  and  order  among 
themselves,  which  relates  to  theif  nobility  and 
not  to  their  Peerage.  We  plain  men  and  Com- 
moners will  not  dispute  about  any  thing  which 
we  knuw  to  be  merely  trifling  and  ornamental ; 
and  if  they  will  be  satisfied  with  a  power  in 
them  as  peers,  they  shall  be  dukes,  inarquises, 
earls,  or  whatever  other  words  tbey  please, 
without  our  envy  or  opposition :  But  when  we 
come  seriously  to  consider  what  we  are  going  to 
do,  we  must  take  the  liberty  to  be  very  jealous, 
at  the  last  time,  that  it  may  be  in  our  power  to 
make  a  stand  for  ourselves  and  postenty ;  and 
noblemen  cannot  blame  commoners,  who  are 
as  shy  in  bestowing,  as  they  are  impottunate  in 
tir^^ing,  the  grant  of  such  a  power  in  themselves, 
which  can  be  of  no  use  or  advantage  but  to 
themselves  :  at  the  same  time  one  cannot  re- 
sist observing  to  them,  that,  with  respect  to  the 
prerogative,  the  peerage  of  Scotland,  and  the 
rights  of  the  whole  body  of  the  people  of  Great 
Britain,  they  cannot  be  mote  esorbitant  in  the 
use  ef  this  Bill,  should  it  become  a  law,  than  in 
the  circumstances  under  which  they  send  it  to 
us  for  our  concurrence ;  and  it  is  nut  thirst  of 
power,  bui  moderation  in  the  demands  made  ot 
It,  which  can  recommend  men  to  farther  trust ; 
and  I  cannot  but  apprehend  that  what  is  found- 
ed on  usorpation,  will  be  exerted  ia  tyranny. 

<*  Uistobelioped,  that  this  unreasonable  Bill 
will  be  entirely  rejected,  sioc^  none  can  pretend 


to  amend  what  is  in  its  v^y  nature  ineonigjUe; 
for  it  would  be  in  vain  to  attempt  a  good  m- 
perstructure,  upon  a  foondation  which  dMerta 
nothing  but  iodignatioa  and  contempL 

'<  It  is  a  melancholy  consideration,  that  under 
the  pressure  of  debts,  the  necessities  of  a  war, 
the  perplexities  of  trade,  and  the  ■calamities  o( 
the  poor,  the  legblature  should  thus  be  tak^a 
up  and  employed  in  schemes  for  the  advanct- 
nient  of  the  power,  pride,  and  luxury,  of  the 
rich  and  noble.  It  is  true,  this  affair  oug^  to 
be  treated  in  a  most  solemn  manner,  by  ceasoo 
of  the  awful  authority  from  whence  it  conifs; 
but  we  must  not,  on  such  oocasioos,  be  op« 
pressed  by  outward  things,'  but.  look  to  the 
bottom  of  the  matter  before,  us,  divested  of 
every  thing  that  can  divert  us  firom  seeing  the 
true  reason  of  what  passes,  and  the  pretenskHis 
to  what  is  asked. 

<*  If  this  Bill  is  required  for  preventing  Um 
creation  of  occauonal  peers,  why,  at  the  same 
time;  are  85  Scots,  and^8  £nglish,  to  benov 
made  ?  Is  not  this  the  same  thing,  as  to  say, 
if  you  will  let  us  make  so  many  this  one  ti«e^ 
under  the  sanction  of  ^  law,  we  wiU  make  do 
mure,  for  we  shall  have  no  occasion  for  aay 
more?  The  latter  end  of  tliis  Bill  seems  to 
have  some  compassion  towards  the  prerogative^ 
and  enacts  something  gracious  towards  the 
descendents  of  the  sovereign,  before  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Aristocracy,  riz.  *  ProviM 
'  always  nevertheless.  That  nothing  in  this  act 
'  contained,  shall  be  taken  or  cona^rued  to  lay 
*  any  restraint  upon  the  king's  majesty,  hisbeifi 
'  or  successors,  firom  advancing  or  promoMug 
'  any  peer  having  vote  and  seat  in  uarliament^ 
'  to  any  higher  rank  or  degree  ot  d^iqp  or 
^nobility;  nor  firom  creating  or  malui^^y 
'  of  the  princes  of  the  blood  peers  of.Uwst 
'  Britain,  or  Lords  of  Parliament ;  and  sjoch 
<  princes  of  the  blood,  so  created,  shall  no^^ 
'  esteemed  to  be  any  part  of  the  number  to 
'  which  the  peers  of  Great  Britain  are  by  this 
'  act  restrained.'  This  is  the  gnu^e  and  nvour, 
which,  as  soon  as  all  their  own  posterity  ao<i 
accidents  that  could  befall  theip,  are  provided 
for,  u  most  bounteously  bestowed  oa  tbe 
children  of  the  royal  family ;  As  thisgoodoetf 
is  con£erred  on  those  of  it,  who  are  not  yet 
intitled  to  that  honour,  it  is  to  l>e  presuiped) 
that  nothing  vested  in  others  of  them  wi|l  bi 
assaulted  ;  but  that  whatever  becohies  of  this 
Bill,  their  present  estates,  their  then  remsia- 
ing  estates,  will  be  still  inviolable. 

'<  Since  there  is  so  full  a  House  at  this  debate^ 
I  doubt  not  but  it  will  infallibly  end  according 
to  justice  ;  for  I  can  never  think  the  hbertyof 
Great  Britain  in  'dang^  at  such  a  meetiiig; 
but  for  my  part,  I  am  against  committing  of 
this  bill,  because  I  think  it  would  be  comoiiu- 
ing  of  sin.'* 

Mr.  Fitly  member  fok-  Old  Sarum,  spoke  orxt 
against  the  projectors  of  tliis  Bill,  whom  be 
taxed  with  mean  obsequiousness  to  forei^tners 
and  with  designs  against  the  libertiee.of  tbeit 
countrymen. 
Sir  Wilfred  Lawson,  and  Mr.  Horatio  Wsir 
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o\Cj  who  ■  spoke  on  the  ssme  side^  were  an- 
vered  by  colonel  Moreton. 
Sir  Join  Packington  spoke  tf%  fottows  : 
Mr.  Speaker :  We  have  ntl  the  reason  in  the 
'orld  to  acknowledge  the  good  intentions  his 
lajesty  has  been  pleased  to  express  in  his 
leech  fof  the  good  of  his  subjects  and  the 
berty  of  our  constitution ;  but,  in  roy  opinion, 
is  m^estT  is  not  rightly  informed  of  theman- 
er  of  making  his  subjects  fleel  the  effects  of 
lose  sracious  intentions ;  and-  in  particular, 
le  Bili  now  before  us  is  a  very  improper  re- 
im  to  all  the  demonstrations  of  duty,  zeal,  and 
flKectiony  which  his  faithful  Commons  h&ve 
iven  since  his  majesty's  happy  accession  to 
tie  throne.  When  the^  king  and  his  ministers 
tooght  fit  to  enter  into  a  strict  alliance  with 
ranee,  and  thereby  give  that  ancient  and  ak 
lOst  irreconcilable  enemy  of  England,  an  op- 
ortunity  to  retrieve  the  extreme  low  and  des- 
erate  condition  of  their  affairs,  the  Commons 
id  not  oppose  those  measures.  When  his 
lajesty  judged  it  necessary,  either  for  the  good 
Ibis  subjects,  or  to  secure  some  acquisitions 
IV  Germany,  to  declare  war  against  Sweden, 
nd  to  send  strong^squadrons  into  the  Baltic, 
lis  faithful  Commons  readily  provided  for  those 
;reat  expences.  When  afterwards  it  was 
bought  proper  to  deprive  bis  msjesty's  subjects 
>fthe  benefieial  trade  to  Spain,  by  declaring 
rar  against  that  crown,  anclsendingafli^etinto 
be  Mediterraoean  to  serve  as  ferry  boats  for  the 
emperor's  troops,  the  good  natured  Commons 
approved  those  wise  conusels :  After  all  these 
ind  several  other  instances '  of  obsequiousness 
uid  complaisance,  which  this  House  has  shewn 
or  the  ministers,  it  is  matter  of  wonder  we 
should,  at  last,  be  no  better  rewarded,  than 
^y  a  Bill,  visibljr  cakokted  to  exclude  the 
Commons  from  titles  of  honour,  and  to  raise 
the  dignity  and  power  of  the  peers.  It  seems 
to  have  been  the  principal  design  of  the  minis- 
try, srace  the  beginning  of  this  reign  in  particu- 
lar, to  give  one  family  the  absolute  disposal  of 
all  honours  and  favours.  For  my  own  part,  I 
B^ver  desire  to  be  a  lord,  but  I  have  a  son, 
who  may  one  day  have  that  amlHtiqn  ;  and  I 
nope  to  leave  him  a  better  claim  to  it,  than  a 
wrtain  great  man  (meaning  general  Stanhope) 
•»•<*,  when  he  was  made  a  peer.  It  is,  indeed, 
M  extraordinary  and  unexampled  condescen- 
sion in  his  majesty7  to  part  with  so  valuable  a 
*vanch  of  his  royal  prerogative,  as  is  the  be- 
stowing marks  of  honour  and  distinction  on 
wch  as  have  deserved  them,  by  their  eminent 
woes  and  services  to  their  king  and  country ; 
J^weyef ,  considering  what  equivalent  is  given 
by  this  bill  to  his  msnesty,  no  body  wiU  wonder 
At  this  concession,  if  it  reached  no  farther  than 
o»  miyesty :  but  I  hope  this  House  will  never 
concur  in  depriving  of  so  bright  a  jewel  of  the 
crown,  tbe  prince,  who^  in  his  proper  turn,  is 
^  wear  it ;  and  who  is  so  worthy  of  it  by  all  the 
roval  virtues  that  shine  in  his  person;  and 
which,  during  his  regency,  have  gained  bim 
^  beartsand  affections  of  all  true  Englishmen. 
^^  if  tome  persons  bavci  through  their  indi^ 


cretion,  occasioned  an  unhappy  difference,  I 
am  apprehensive,  that  if  this  Bill,  so  prejudi- 
cial to  the  rights  of  tbe  presumptive  heir,  should 
pass  into  a  law,  it  may  render  that  divisiori 
irreconcileable  ;  and^therefore  lam  against  the 
committing  this  Bilf. 

Mr.  Hampden  answered  one  of  the  most 
material  objections  against  the  Bill,  viz.  That 
it  would  give  the  peerage  an  aristocratical  au- 
thority ;  and  endeavour^  to  shew  on  tlie  con- 
trary, That  the  limiting  the  number  of  the 
peem  would  rather  diiBinisb  than  increase  their 
power  and  interest,  since  these  were  mainly 
owing  to  tbe  constant  addition  of  riches  which 
tbe  peerage  receives  by  the  ennobling^of  wealthy 
coraoQoners. 

Mr.  Cra^f  spoke  on  the  same  side,  and 
urged,  That  his  majesty,  since  his  accessioa  to 
the  throne^  had  had  no  other  view  than  to 
procure  the  good  and  happiness  of  his  sub- 
jects and  to  secure  their  rights  and  liber- 
ties. That  having,  in  bis  royal  wisdom  con- 
sidered tbe  abuse  that  was  made,  in  the 
last  reign,  of  that  branch  of  the  prerogative, 
relating  to  the  creating  of  peers,  which  abuse 
had  brought  tbe  liberties  of  Great  Britain,  and 
of  all  Europe,  into  imminent  danger ;  his 
majesty  through  a  condescension  worthy  of  a 
prince  truly  magnanimous,  had  graciously  been 
pleased  to  coi\sent,  that  such  bounds  be  set  to 
that  part  of  the  prerogative,  as  may  p/event 
any  exorbitant  and  dangerous  exercise  of  it 
for  the  time  to  come :  That  it  was  only  in  the 
reign&of  good  princes,  that  legislators  had  op- 
portunities to  remedy  and  amend  the  defects  to 
which  all  human  institutions  are  subject;  and, 
that,  if  the  present  occasion  of  rectifying  that 
apparent  flaw  in  our  constitution  were  lost,  it 
might  perhaps  never  be  retrieved.  ^ 

Mr.  Methuen  answered  Mr.  Craggs,  and 
shewed  the  danger  of  making  alterations  in  the 
fundamental  laws  and  ancient  constitution ; 
urging  tho  comparison  of  a  building,  in  which 
the  removing  one  single  stone  from  the  foapda- 
tion  may  endanger  the  whole  edifice. 

Mr.  Jiieme  spoke  or  the -^  same  side. 

Mr.  L^ehmtre  owned.  That  he  did  not  like 
this  bill,  as  it  wa^  sent  down  to  them,  yet  he 
did  not  doubt  but  it  might  be  made  a  good 
one,  provided  the  Lords  would  give  the  Com- 
mons an  equivalent,  and  suffer  iheUi  to  share 
several  privileges  and  advantages,  which  their 
lordships  enjoy.  Therefore  he  msisted  on  the 
committing  of  tbe  bill,  that  they  might  make 
amendments  to  it;  and  as  to  the  objection, 
that  it  was  dangerous  to  make  any-innovations 
in  the  constitution,  he  alledged  several  in-* 
stances,  particularly,  tbe  act  for  limiting  the 
Succession  and  the  Act  of  Union,  which,  indeed 
had  altered,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  bad  rather 
improved  and  strengthened,  than  prejudiced 
the  original  constitution. 

Mr.  Bjohcrt  WalpoU  next  rose,  and  spoke  at 

follows : 

^  Among  the  Romans,  the  wisest  people 
upon  earth,  the  Temple  of  Famr  was  pkc^d 
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the  Commooty  and  the  difniuutioo  of  tkm  npi 
prerogative ;  and  that  in  all  dispiius  becwcca 
the  Lord»  tkod  CaaiiDon«y  wheo  the  H^use  of 
Lords  19  ioiuuuable,  theCoraaioat  umst  looaer 
or  later,  be  obliged  to  recede. 

**  The  view  of  the  minittrjr  ia  fimoing  fihii 
bill,  16  plainly  notbiog  hta  to  secure  their  power 
in  the  House  of  Lord*.  The  principal  mt^ 
meat  on  which  the  neceasity  of  it  is  Ibaoded, 
is  drawn  iroin  the  mischief  occasioned  bji  the 
creation  of  (welve  peers,  during  the  reiga  q£ 
qaeea  Aane»  for  the  purpose  of  carryic^  an  ia- 
famo^s  Peace  throi^h  the  Hoose  of  Lords; 
that  wai  only  a  temporary  measure.  wb«ww» 
the  mischief  to  be  occasioned  by  this  bill,  will 
be  perpetual.  It  creates  3 1  peer^  by  aMthori^ 
of  parliaosent ;  so  extraordinary  a  step  cannot 
be  supposed  to  be  ^akea  without  some  sinitfer 
design  in  future.  The  ministry  want  no  ad- 
ditional strength  in  the  House  of  Lards,  for 
coudttcting  ihb  common  affairs  of  gpvernoieai^ 
as  is  sufficiently  proved  hy  the  uoanimity  with 
which  they  have  carried  through  this  bill.  If» 
^erefore,  they  think  it  necessary  to  ac<^iiire 
additional  strength,  it  nuist  be  done  with  view* 
and  indentions  more  extravagant  and  hostile  ta 
the  constitution,  than  aiiy  which  have  yet  besa 
attempted:  The  bill  itself  is  of  a  most  insidi- 
ous and  artful  nature.  The  immediate  ores- 
tion  of  nine  Scotch  peers,  and  the  reservation 
of  six  Engliih  peers  for  a  necessary  oocasioD, 
is  of  double  use;  ^  be  ready  for  the  House  of 
Lords  if  wanted,  and  to  engage  three  times  the 
number  in  the  House  of  Cocnmoaa  by  hopes 
and  promises, 

**  To  sanction  this  attempt,  the  king  is  in- 
duced to  affect  to  wave  some  part  of  his  pre- 
rogative; but  this  is  merely  an  ostensible  re^ 
nuttciatioUj  unfounded  ia  fact,  op  reason.  I 
am  desirous  to  trees  of  all  points  relating  to 
the  private  affairs  of  his  majesty,  with  the  ut- 
most tenderness  and  caution,  but  I  should 
wish  to  ask  the  House,  and  I  think  I  cafr  snti^ 
cipate  the  answer ;  has  any  such  auestion  been 
upon  the  tapis,  as  no  qiali  would  Ibi^ve  the 
authors,  that  iheuld  put  them  under  the  neces- 
sity of  voting  agaiu6(  either  side  I*  Are  there 
any  misfortunes,  which  every  honest  man  se< 
cretly  laments  and  bewails,  and  woold  think  the 
last  of  misehiefs,  should  they  ever  become  die 
subject  of  public  anA  parliamentary  converse* 
tions  ?  Cannot  numbers  that  liear  me  testifyf 
from  the  soiicitations  and  whispers  th^  hsve 
met  with,  that  (hfre  are  men  ready  aad 
determined  to  atteaapt  these  things  if  thsy 
had  a  prospect  of  sucoess?  If  they  have 
thought,  but  I  hope  they  aie  misuken  ia  theif 
opinion  of  the  House,  that  the  chief  ohslacle 
would  arise  in  the  House  of  Lofds^  where 
they  have  always  been  tender  upon  pei^ 
sonal  points,  especially  to  any  of  their  own 
body,  does  not  this  project  enable  them  to 
carry  any^estion  tlirough  the  tionse  of  Lords? 
Must  not  the  twenty-five  Sects  Peers  aooept^ 


behind  the  Temple  of  Virtue,  to  denote  that 
there  was  no  coming  to  the  Temple  of  Fame, 
bat  through  that  of  Virtue.  But  if  this  Bill 
is  passed  into  a  law,  one  of  the  most  powei> 
ful  incentives  to  virtue  would  be  takeaaway, 
•ince  there  would  be  no  arriving  at  honour, 
but  through  the  winding-sheet  of  an  old  de- 
crepit lord,  or  the  grave  of  an  extinct  noble 
family;  a  policy  very  different  from  that 
gioriotts  and  enlightenea  nation,  who  made  it 
their  pride  to  hold  out  to  the  worfd  illi^strioua 
exam^es  of  merited  elevation, 

'  l^alere  honoris  scirent  ut  cnncti  riam.' 

<t  Xt  is  very,  far  from  my  thoughts  to -depre- 
ciate the  advantages,  or  detract  from  the  re- 
spect due  to  illustrious  birth ;  for  though  the 
pnilosopher  may  say  with  the  poet, 

*  Et  genus  et  proaros,  et  quas  non  facimas  ipsi, 

*  Vix  ea  nostra  voco  ;* 

yet  the  daipa  deriired  from  that  advantage, 
though  fortuitous^  is  so  generally  and  so  juMly 
conceded;  tliat  every  endeavoar  to  subvert 
the  principle,  would  merit  conteoapt  and  ab- 
horrence. But  though  illustrious  birth  forms 
(^e  undisputed  title  to  pre-eminence,  and 
superior  consideration,  yet  surely  it  ought  not 
to  be  the  onl^  one.  The  origio  of  high  titles 
was  derived  trom  the  will  of  the  sovereign  to 
regard  signal  services,  or  conspicuous  merit, 
by  a  recompeoce  which,  surviving  to  posterity, 
should  display  in  all  ages  the  virtues  of  the  n- 
ceiver,  and  the  gratitude  of  the  donor.  Is 
merit  then  so  rarely  discernible,  or  is  gratitade 
so  small  a  virtue  in  our  days,  that  the  one  must 
lie  supposed  to  be  its  own  reward,  and  the 
<Kher  limited  to  a  barren  display  of  impotent 
good- will  ?  Had  ibis  bill  originated  with  s(froe 
noble  peer  of  distinguished  ancestry,  it  would 
ha^ve  excited  lees  surprise ;  a  desiie  to  eiuikide 
others  fVom  a  participatipn  of  honours,  is  no 
novelty  in  persons  of  that  class :  *  Quod  ex 
f  aliorum  meritis  sibi  arrogant)  id  mihi  ex  raeis 
'  ascribi  nolontJ 

**  But  it  is  saatter  of  just  surprise,  that  a  bill 
•f  lUs  nature  should  either  have  been  pro- 
jected,, or  at  Wast  promoted  l^  a  ^ntleman**, 
who  was^  not  long  ago,  seated  amongst  us,  and 
who,  havmg  got  into  the  Ho^se  of  ,Peers>  is  now 
desirous  to  shut  the  door  after  him. 

**  When  great  alterations  in  the  ooastitotiaii 
are  to  be  made,  the  experiment  should  be  tried 
lor  a  short  time  before  the  proposed  chance  ia 
finally  carried  into  execwt'ioA,  lest  it  should 
produ«ieevil  instead  of  good;  but  in  this  case, 
when  the  bill  is  once  sanctioned  by  parliament, 
there  can  be  no  future  hopes  of  redress,  be- 
eause  the  upper  House  will  always  oppose  the 
repeal  of  an  act,  which  has  so  considerably  in- 
ereased  tlieir  power^  The  great  unanimity 
with  which  this  Bill  has  passed  the  Lords, 
ought  to  inspire  some  jealousy  in  the  Com- 
■ions ;  for  it  must  be  obvious,  that  whatever 
the  Lords  gain,  must  be  acquired  at  the  loss  of 


Lord  Stanhope. 


*  He  here  probably  alluded  to  themisaoder* 
sttoding  between  th^  king  and  piiiictW  Wakik 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Ml 


fAXa^  MIdTORY,  0  GtoiM  1. 17ia«*-«ii<la  Mr4^  BtS. 


[6it 


ipofi  tmy  t«rins|  t>r  be  for  erer  eiduded  ?  Or 
rill  not  ivrency-five  be  found  in  all  Scotkmd 
bat  will  f  How  great  will  tbe  teaipuiion  be 
ikewise  to  six  English,  to  fill  the  present  va- 
'anciet  ?  And  shall  we  then,  with  oar  e^^ 
>pen,  take  this  step,  which  I  cannot  bat  look 
ipon  as  the  beginning  of  woe  and  oonfosion  ; 
nd  shall  we,  under  these  apprehansioas,  break 
br«iugh  the  Union,  and  shot  ap  the  door  of 
lenour?  It  certainljr- ^11  have  that  e6fect; 
tay,  the  yery  arv;iimeBt  advanced  in  its  snp- 
>orc,  that  it  will  add  weight  to  the  Commons, 
ij  keeping  the  rich  men  there,  ^dmiu  that  it 
rill  be  an  exclusion. 

*<  Bat  i9%  are  told,  that  his  majesty  has  fo- 
ontarily  consented  to  this  limiutioa  ofhispw- 
ogatSre.  It  may  be  tnie ;  but  OMiy  not  the 
ing  have  been  deceived }  Which  if  it  is  ever  to 
le  sapposed,  must  be  admitted  in  this  case.  It 
I  iooontrovertible,  that  kin»  have  been  over- 
ttled  by  the  importunity  of  their  minisleffs  to 
WBOve,  or  to  cake  into  administration,  per> 
ons  who  are  disagreeable  to  them.  The  oha- 
acter  of  tbe  king  furnishes  as  also  a  strong 
>roof  that  he  has  been  deceived ;  for  althoagh 
t  is  a  fitet,  that  in  Hanover,  where  be  possesses 
tbsolate  pf>wer,  he  never  tyrannised  over  his 
ubjects,  orde^tically  exercised  hisauthoritj, 
'et,  can  one  instance  be  pnyduced  when  he  ever 
;&Te  up  a  prerogative  ? 

<*  If  the  constitution  is  to  be  amended  in  the 
flouse  of  Lords,  the  greatest  abuses,  ought  to 
\>e  first  corrected.  But  what  is  the  abuse, 
igainst  which  this  bill  so  vehemently  invetglia, 
ind  which  it  is  intended  to  correct  ?  The  abuse 
>fthe  prerogative  in  creating  an  occasional 
lumber  of  peers,  is  a  prejudice  only  to  the 
Lords,  it  can  rarely  be  a  pr^dice  to  the  Conj- 
nons,  but  must  generally  be  exercised  in  their 
bvour ;  and  should  it  be  argued,  that  in  case 
>f  a  difference  between  tbe  two  Houses,  the 
king  may  exercise  that  branch  of  4iis  preroga- 
tive, with  a  view  to  force  the  Commons  to  re- 
rede,  we  mHy  Ttphf^  that  opon  a  difieretice 
irith  the  Commons,  the  king  possesses  his  ne- 
gative, and  the  exercise  of  that  negative  would 
be  leu  culpable  than  making  peers  to  screen 
bimself. 

"  Bat  the  stronger  argument  against  the 
iiill  is,  that  it  will  not  only  be  a  disoonrage- 
nent  to  virtue  and  merit,  hot  would  endanger 
)or  excellent  constitution  ;  for  ay  there  is  a 
iae  balance  between  the  three  branches  of  tbe 
egislature,  it  will  destroy  that  balance,  and 
:onsequently  subvert  the  whole  constitmion, 
^y  caosing  one  of  the  three  powers,  which  are 
)ow  depepdant  on  each  other,  to  preponderate 
in  the  scale.  The  Crown  is  dependent  upon 
the  Commons  l^  the  power  of  granttni;  monev ; 
tbe  Commons  are  dependent  on  the  Crown  bj 
the  power  of  dissolution  t  tbe  Lords  will  now 
be  made  independent  of  both. 

**  The  sixteen  elective  Scotch  peers  already 
idmit  themselves  to  be  a  dead  court  weight, 
f  et  tbe  same  sixteen  are  now  to  be  made  here- 
ditary, and  nine  added  to  their  number.  These 
Mm&tj-flvi^  imdcr  tbe^  iiifloeiioeof  oorrnpt 
t 


asiaisters,  nrn  fiad  their  i^ooattt  in  betraying 
their  trust ;  the  asajority  of  tbe  Lords  may 
also  find  their  account  in  supporting  such  mi^ 
nisters ;  but  the  C6mmoosy  and  the  Commons 
^nly^  roust  suffer  for  all,  and  be  deprived  €€ 
every  advantage.  If  the  proposed  measure  de- 
stroys two  negatives  in  the  crown,  it  gives  a 
negative  to  these  twenty-five  united,  and  coo- 
fers  a  power,  superior  to  that  of  tbe  king  him* 
self,  en  tbe  bead  of  a  «lan,  who  will  have  the 
power  of  recommending  many.  Tbe  Scotch 
commoners  can  have  no  other  view  in  support* 
ing  this  measure,  but  the  expected  a^randiaa* 
ment  of  their  own  chiefs.  It  will  dissolve  the 
allegiance  of  the  Scotch  peers  who  are  not 
amongst  the  twenty-five,  and  who  can  never 
bope  for  the  benefit  of  sm  eleetien  to  be  peers 
of  parliament,  and  almost  enact  obediente 
from  the  sovereign  to  the  betrayeia  of  the  con- 
stitution. 

**  The  present  view  of  the  Bill  is  dangerous ; 
the  view  to  posterity,  personal  and  unpardona* 
Me;  it  will  make  the  Lords  masters  of  the 
king,  aceordins;  to  liheir  own  oenfossion,  whea 
tbey  admiti  that  a  change  of  administration 
renders  a  new  creation  of  peers  necessary ;  for 
by  precluding  the  kio^  ftom  making  peers  in 
foture,  it  at  the  same  tuae  precludes  him  from 
changing  the  present  administration,  who  will 
naturally  fill  the  vaoancies  with  their  own  crea*- 
tores ;  and  the  new  peers  will  adhere  to  the 
first  minister,  with  the  same  zeal  and  unani* 
mity  as  those  created  by  Oxford  adhered  ta 
ham, 

*^  If  when  the  parliament  was  made  septen*^ 
nial,  the  power  of  dissolving  it  before  the  end 
of  seven  years  had  been  wrested  from  th« 
crown,  would  not  such  an  alteration  have  added 
immense  authoritr  to  tbe  Commons  f  Andye^ 
the  prerogative  of  the  crown  in  dissolving  par- 
liaments, may  be,  and  has  been  bftenerjibused^ 
than  the  power  of  creating  peers. 

*^  But  It  may  be  observed,  that  the  king,  for 
his  own  sake,  will  rarely  make  a  great  number 
of  peers,  for  they,  being  usually  created  by  the 
influence  of  the  first  minister,  soon  becomoi 
upon  a  change  of  admioistratiqn,  a  weight 
against  the  crown ;  and  had  queen  Anne  lived, 
the  truth  of  this  observation  would  have  been 
verified  in  the  case  of  most  of  the  twelve  peeri 
made  by  Oxford.  Let  me  ask,  however,  is  the 
abuse  of  an^  prerogative  a  sufficient  reason  for 
toully  annihilating  that  prerosadve?  Under 
that  consideration,  the  power  ofdissolving  par- 
liaments-ought to  be  taken  away,  because  that 
power  hasL  been  more  exercised,  and  more 
abnsed  than  any  of  the  other-prerogatives;  yet 
in  1641,  when  the  king  had  assented  to  a  law 
thai  disabled  him  from  proroguing  or  dissolvinf 
parliament*  without  the  consent  off  both  Houses, 
he  was  from  that  time  under  subiection  to  the 
parliament,  and  teom  thence  followed  all  the 
subsequent  miichiefi^  and  his  own  destructioo. 
It  may  also  be  asked,  Whether  the  prerogative 
of  making  peace  and  war  has  never  beta 
abused  f  I  might  here  call  to  your  reooUectioa 
the  Peace  of  UMdit.  and  tbe  mieiit  was  with' 
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Spftio.  Yet  who  wtfl  presome  to  advise  tint 
the  power  of  making  war  and  peace,  thouid  be 
taken  *friim  tlie  crown  f 

**  How  can  the  Lords  expect  the  Coramoas 
to  give  their  concurrence  to  a  bill  by  which 
they  and  their  posterity  are  to  be  for  ever 
excluded  from  the  peeraf^e  P  How  would  they 
themselves  receive  a  bill  which  should  prevent 
a  baroQ  from  being  made  a  viscount,  a  vibcoujnt 
•tt  early  an  earl  a  marquis,  and  a  marquis  a 
duke?  V^oold  they  consent  to  limit  the  number 
of  auy  rank  of  peerage?  Certaiuly  none;  un- 
less, perhaps,  the  dukes.  If  the  pretence  for 
this  measure  is,  that  it  will  tend  to  secure  the 
freedom  of  parliament,  I  say  duit  there  are 
many  other  steps  more  important  and  less 
equivocal,  such  as  the  discontinuance  6(  bribes 
and  pensions. 

'<  That*  this  bill  will  secure  the  liberty  of  par- 
liament, I  totally  deny ;  it  will  secure  a  great 
preponderance  to  the  peers ;  it  will  form  them 
into  a  compact  impenetrable  phalanx,  by  giv- 
ing them  the  uuwer  to  exclude,  in  all  cases  of 
extinction  and  creation,  all  tuch  persons  from 
their  body,  wba  may  be  obnoxious  to  them. 
In  the  instances  we  have  seen  of  their  judg- 
ment in  some  late  cases,  suificient  marks  of 
partiality  may  be  found  to  put  us  on  our  guard 
against  the  committing  to  tbem  the  power  they 
would  derive  from  this  bill,  of  judging  the  right 
of  latent  or  dormant  titles,  wnen  tlieir  verdict 
would  be  of  such  immense  importance.  If 
gentlemen  will  not  be  conv'mced  oy  argument, 
at  least,  let  them  not  shut  their  ears  to  the 
dreadful  example  of  former  times ;  let  tbem 
recollect  that  the  overweening  disposition  of  the 
great  barons,  to  aggrandize  their  own  dignity, 
occasioned  them  to  exclude  the  lesser  barons, 
and  to  that  ciccumsunce  may  be  fairly  attri- 
buted the  sanguinary  wars  which  so  long  deso- 
lated the  country .['• 


*  *'  The  substance  of  this  speech  is  collected 
from  memorandums  in  sir  Robert  Walpole's 
own  hand  writing,  ahiong  lord  Orford*8  papers. 
—See  alsOjp  Onsbw  on  Opposition,  Correspon- 
dence, Period  II. — Historical  Register^  1719. 
—Chandler."    Coxe's  Walpole. 

**  Mr.  Walpole's  performance  in  this  debate, 
I  have  heard,  for  1  was  not  then  come  into  par- 
liament, was  very  great,  and  had  as  mucti  of 
natural  eloouence  and  of  genius  in  it  as  had 
been  heard  by  any  of  the  audience  within  those 
walls.  His  topics  were  popular,  and  made 
for  those  he  hoped  to  bring  over.  He  talked 
of  the  honours  of  peerage  as  the  constitutional 
reward  of  great  qualities  and  actions  only,  in 
the  service  of  the  commonwealth,  and  to  be 
kept  open  for  that  purpose.  That  the  usual 
path  to  the  .temple  of  honour  had  been  through 
the  temple  of  virtue;  but  by  this  bill  it  was  now. 
to  be  only  through  the  sepulchre  of  a  dead  ao- 
cessor,  without  merit  or  fame.  Ja  this  strain 
be  bore  down  every  thing  before  him,  even 
against  very  able  performances,'  by  many  very 
considerable  persons  who  spoke  on  the  other 
side  of  the  question.''    SptsJ^er  On^ow's  Uo- 


Hr.Ai$iabie,  ChaocelUr  of  the  : 
stood  up  nejit,  and  answered  %nuilcnal'e^ 
jection  that  had  been  raised'against  tbe  bii, 
viz.  *  That  it  was  daangerous  to  make  way  » 
^  novi^tions  in  the  constitutioa ;'  and  made  « 
appear,  that  several  alterations  had  been  K^aiit 
in  the  original  constitution  by  Magpa  Ghana, 
the  Habeas  Corpus  Act,  and  sevenil other  hm 
made  for  tbe  benefit  of  the  subject ;  and  upsa 
the  whole  was  for  committing  tbsbiU.  & 
was  backed  by  serjeant  Pengeiiy,  but  tbej  woe 
opposed  by 

Mr.  Smithy  who  uiged,  That-tbe  foondatise 
of  this  bill  b<>ing  wi^ng  and  faulty,  there  «at 
no  room  for  amendments,  and  tbereibre  he  mu 
against  committing  it. 

Mr.  Hungerfwd^  who  brought  up  the  rac, 
was  fof  committing  the  bill. 

The  Peeragt  Bill  refected  by  tke  Camrnam] 
At  about  a  quarter  pasti  eight  in  the  tventa^ 
tbe  question  being  put  upon  lord  William  Pto- 
let's  motion,  the  same  was  carried  m  the  wft- 
tive,  by  a  majority  of  369  voices  against  17T, 
so  that  including  the  two  tellers  on  each  side^ 
there  were  450  members  in  tbe  House.  Aftv 
this  the  prevailmg  party,  to  signalise  tbek  vic- 
tory, moved,  and  it  was  resolved  witho«t  ad^ 
vision,  <*  That  the  Bill  be  rejected,'' 

LUt  of  the  Members  who  voted  for  ad 
againti  the  Peerage  BilL]  ,  Shortly  after  ibi 
rejection  of  this  Bill  there  appeared  tbe  foUoa- 
ing 

List  of  tbe  Members  of  the  House  of  ^Coo- 
mons,  who  voted  for  and  against  the  Pin* 
▲G£  Bill. 

Fbr  Ue  BilL 


Abercromhy,  Alex« 
Aislabie,  ban.  John 
Anstrutlier,  sir  J.  bt. 
Ashurst,  sir  Henry 
Bailie,  George 
Banks,  Joseph 
Bellamy,  William 
Bere,  Thomas 
Bigg,  John 
Biss,  Stephen 
Birch,  John 
Bladen,  col.  Martin 
Blackiston,  Nathaniel 
Bond,  Dennis 
Boscawen,  Hugh 
Boteler,  John 
Brace,  John  Thurloe 
Braddyl,  Doddington 
Bradshaigh,  sir  R.  bt. 
Brooghton,  sir  Bryan 
Brudenel,  Hon.  James 
Bniere,  George 
Buckingham,  Owen 
Burford,£arlof 
Cadogift),hon.  Charles 
Campbell,  sir  James 


Campbell,  lion.  J.  ses. 
Campbell,  hon.  J.  jen. 
Campbell,  Daniel 
Carbery,  lord 
Carpenter,  lord 
Carter,  Lawrence 
Cartwrigbt,  Heniy 
Caswal,  sir  Geoi|e 
Cater,  John 
Cbetwynd,  Wakcc 
Chetwynd,  John 
Chetwynd,WiUitfa 
Churchill,  Joshua 
Chirke,  sir  Robert 
Clayton,  William 
Cock  burn,  John 
Corbet,  sir  Robert 
Craiggs,  James,  joo. 
Daines^  sir  WillisiB 
Darcy,  hon.  Coajfsn 
DeacJe,  John 
Delaval,  Geoige 
Dillington,  sir  THs.  U> 
Docminique,  Paul 
Douglas,  hon.  col  G. 
Douglas,  WiiliafflJoB- 


marks  on  sir  Robert  Wal pole's  Conduct  See 
Coxe*s  Walpole^  vol  S^p.  553,  i(o  £4. 119^ 
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TASL.  BIMXHtY.  «  Oboms  L  lIlO.-^MtimkrtwioPoted. 


im 


£aioC,  Edwud 
Erie,  Giles 
EjrJeiytirJoliB 
Ejfre,  Giles 
Parrer,  WiHiain. 
FerpnoD,  Akxander 
TM&iDg,  boD.Waiiam 
Forbes,  John 
Fowler,  sir  R.bt. 
Gordon,  sir  Witlitm  bt. 
Grubmey  hon.  Jftmes 
Gftoby,  marquis  of    - 
GraDchani,  Richard 
Greenville,  Rtehard 
Orei^ry,  Gtorgt 
Grimstooe,  w£iai|i 
Guidoct,  William 
Hakiaae,  Patrick 
Haldao^Mun^o 
Ualsev,  EdoMind  , 
HimiiuMi,  lord  A. 
Htmpdeo,  Richard 
HardredBy  Johft 
tieathcote,  sir  G.  k(. 
Ucaibcote,  John 
HenJej,  John 
Hertford,  eaH  of 
UildersdeD.Wiiliam 
Uill,  sir  Roger,  kL 
lioQffhton,  sir  U.  bt. 
Hopkins,  Edward 
Hotktos^  sir  H.  bt. 
Hotham,  sirChaHet 
Haii|erford,  John 
Jenkins,  Tobias 
Jenningis,  Philip 
Jeisop,  WiUkim 
lagram,  boo  Arthvr 
lof^ram,  Arthur 
Mafon,  sirT.  kt 
Kdsall,  Hennr 
Ker,  Hon.  William 
Knifhty  John 
leduDere,  Nicholas 
Ld|b)  John 
Lnnard,  sir  Samael, 

kuand  bc. 
Xitdetoiiy  Thomas 
LooMiy  Jothiia 
Londoo,  John 
Loag^coi.  Cbarle* 
lioire^  Samuel 
Lowodet,  WiUiarn 
lowtheTy  air  William 
Masoo,  Charlea 
Majnard,  Thomas 
Meyrick^Owen 
Middethwaite,  Joseph 
MiddletoQ^John 
Miioer,  James 
Mihoon,  lord  vise. 


MiosfmU,  Bd#ant 
MoorOy  Robert 
Mootrath,  earl  of 
Moreton,  M.  Ducie 
Morgan,  Antbonj 
Morpeth,  H.  lord  vise. 
Murray,  lord  James 
Negus,  Francis 
Offley,  Cretr 
Onslow,  Denzil 
Palmer,  sir  Thomas 
Papillon,  Philip 
Pelliam,  hon.  Henry 
Pelham,  Thomas 
Pengelly,  Thomas 
Philpot,  Nicholas 
Piers,  WilHam 
Pigot,  Robfrt 
Pitt,ThoDUk0,jun. 
Piumer,  Walter 
Plu  Airee,  John 
Powlett,  lord  Ilanry 
Powlett,lord  William 
Powlett,  Norton 
Pringle,  John 
Raymond,  sir  Robert 
Rebow,  sir  Isaac,  kc. 
Rich,  sir  Robert 
Roberts,  Gabriel 
Samwell,  sir  Thomas 
Seymoar,  lord  Piercy 
Shannon,  lord  vise. 
Slmte,  J.  Barrington 
Sloper,  William 
Smith,  Thomas 
Stanhope,  lord  Philip 
Stanhope,  Charles 
Stanhope,  col.  W. 
Stephens,  Thomas 
Stewart,  William 
Sotton,  hon.  Richard 
Tench,  air  Fisher 
Thompson,  William 
Treby,  Geoi^ge     ^ 
Trelawney,  John 
Trevanion,  John 
Wade,  George 
Wager,  sir  Charles 
WaTlis,  WUliam 
Wallop,  John 
Warrander,  sir  G.  bt 
West,  hon.  John 
Westfaling,  H.  Rudhal 
Wheat,  sir  Thomas 
Whichcot,  sir  Francis 
White,  Thomas 
Whitmore,  William 
Wittewrong,  sir  J.  bt. 
WiUs,  Charles 
Worsley,  sir  R.  bt. 
Wylde,  Thomas 
Yonge,  William 


Agaimt  the  BilL 

ABaaaoB,  Chnrles  Anstruther,  Philip 

Aastis,  Mia  Ashe,  Edward 

Ardier,  Andrew  Aibe^  WXlmm 


Astley,  sir  Jacob 
Aylmer,  lord 
Bacon,  Waller 
Baker,  George 
BampBdd,    sir   Cop- 

plMton  Warwick 
Barrjfmore,  earl  of 
Bassety  John 
Bathorst,  Ber^amin 
Beaumont,  sir  George 
Bertie,  hon.  James 
Bertie,  hon.  Henry 
Betts,  William 
Bland,  sir  John 
Blondill,  sh'  Montague 
Booth,  hon.  Langhara 
Bracebridge,  Samuel 
Bramston,  Thomas 
Bra?,  William 
Bridgeman,sir  Orlando 
Bnggs,  sir  Humphrey 
Bristow,  Robert 
Brittiffe,  Robert 
Broderick,  Thomas 
Bromley,  William 
Bulkeley,  sir  Dewey 
Bunbory,  sir  Henry 
Butler,  James 
Calmady,  Shilston 
Catthorpe,  Revoolds 
Carew,  sir  William 
Car^ew,  Nicholas 
Carteret,  hon.  Edward 
Cartwright,  Thomas 
Castlemain,  lord  vis^. 
Cha6n,  George 
Chaplin,  sir  Robert 
Chiswd^  Richard 
Churchill,  col.  Charles 
Clarke,  Godfrey 
Clarke,George  L.L.D. 
Clayton,  WiUiam 
Coeks,  James 
Codrington,  John 
Coffin,  Hiohard 
Colepeper,  sir  Thomas 
Colemore,  William 
Compton,  bon.Spencer 
Conyers,  John 
Cooyers,  Thomas 
Cope,  sir  Jonatban,bt 
Cope,  sir  John,  kt. 
Coranoe,  Clement 
Corbet,  Andrew 
Coryton,  sir  John 
Cotton,9ir  J6hn  Hyode 
Courtney,  sir  William 
Cowper,*  Spencer 
Cox,  Chanes 
Cross,  sir  Thomas 
Curzon,  John 
D*aeth,  Sir  Thomas 
Davers,  sir  Robert 
Delaune,  William 
Denton,  Alexander 

IDesbourerie,  sir  Edw. 
Derertnsi  h<m«  Price 
2S  D 


Digby,  hoB.  J«bn 
Distoo,  Josiali 
Deddington,  Georpe 
Doddiogton,  Geo.  lun. 
Dowdeswell,  William 
Drake,  sir  Fran.'Henrv 
Drake,  Mon.  Gerrari 
Drax,  Henry 
Drew,  Francis 
Dacane,  RSchard 
Eden,  John 
Edpcomb,  Richard 
£1  ford,  Jonathan 
Elwes,  sir  Hart ef 
England,  George 
Earnly,  sir  Edward 
Evelyn,  George 
Fane,  hon.  Jc^ 
Fermanna|h,lord  tiso.  . 
Finch,  lord 

Fleetwood,  John        ^ 
Flemming,  Richard 
Foley,  Richard 
Folfty,  Thomas 
Forrester,  William 
Frankland,  Thomas 
Freeman,  Ralph 
FiHler.Sarooel  Pargiter 
Furnese,  sir  Robert 
Gibbon,  Shilips 
Godrrfphin,  Sidney 
Godfuey,  Peter 
Gougb.sir  Richard,  kt 
Gould,  Nathaniel 
Greiile,  hon.  D. 
Grosttoor,  sirRi^ard 
Gwyn,  Francis 
Hales,  sir  Thomas 
Hanmer,  sir  Thomas 
,  Hanrey,  Bdward 
Harvey,  Daniel 
Hedworth,  John 
Hellier,  William 
Herbert,  James 
Heme,  Joseph 
Heron,  Henry 
Henrey,  lord  Cart. 
Heysham,  Robert 
Heysham,  William 
Hickman,  sir  W.  bt. 
Hill,  Samuel 
Hilsborough,lord  tiss. 
Hobart,  sir  John 
Hbneywood,'  Robert  « 
Hopkins,  John 
HoWe,  sir  Riclsard 
Hutcheson,  Archibald 
Hyde,  Robert 
Janssen,  sir  Theodore 
Jeiieries,  Edward 
Jekyil,  sir  Joseph 
Jenkinson,  sir  T.Banks 
Jenoipgs,  sir  John 
Jennings,  James         ^ 
Jordan,.  William 
Isham,sir  Justinian,  bt. 
Ksye,  sir  Aithitr.  ht. 
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Keyq^i%  sir   Ctoki^ 

bare. 
Koight,  WifJiaiii 
l^yuKstoQ,  Qortftft 
Lade^Jiobu  I 
Lambert,  £awan| 
L^w^n*  Gilfrid 
jLAWftODy  &ir  Wiifrid 
Lve,  sir  Tiuunas 
Leice^er^  air  Francif 
Lei^h,  boil.  Cbarlea 
Leviiu,  William 
Lewcto,  sir  William  . 
I.ewis,  Thumot 
Listefi  Thomaa 
Xoiiii;^  ftir  Jaiiu*s»  bt, 
Longueville,  CbarUp 
Low  I  her,  Jam«% 
Burnley «h«u.  Uenry 
'  Lutwyche,  '^bomas 
^ascexs^  Thomaa 
iVIead,  sir  Natbaoiel 
liledlicofyjames 
Sletbuep^  Pau^ 
JVlew(a^^rP^ter 
ItfiUery  Tbomas 

«  Molio^ux,  Samuel 
^ooiOQ,  tir  VVillium 

-  Mopta^Uf ,  Jamef 
AiIonci;o^et'yy  Joba 
MotskCf  Uwn^htej 
Mortyo,    bir    Uog/^r^ 

Nayloi;,  George 
Neville,  Grey 
Vewlaady  William 
Nicholas  £dvrar4 
Koble^  TburiM^ 
Korri^,  sir  Joho 
Norrisy  Edvafd 
Kortby  bpD.  Dudl£iy 
Kortbqy,  sir  Edward 
Nortb^,  Williai?! 
Northiofife,  W.  jun* 
Packer,  ^ohprt 
PackiogtoD^  ajr  Jobiv 
Pase^  Jerd 
PaToi^,  sir  Jeffeiy 
Painty  Tbomas 
Parker,  air  Philip  ' 
Pa8ke,TbomaapULI>. 
P^^,Wiaiai]i 
Pitt,  George 
Pitt,  Robert 
Pitt,  Thumoa 
Poulteuey^  WiUmm 
Kfwdyl,  Morgan 
Rathlei^X  P|iibp   • 
Rl»ad,  air  Tbotnas,  bt^ 
H«ynell,  Ricbard 
AmolHs,  James 
Ai  jer«  sir  QamUam^ 
vftoberts,  Jabn 
fiogefs^  N  aihaniel 
Roeer«,  sir  Jobn^  bt     ^ 
EoU,  Edward 
Rowneyi  TbooMif 


Rudgf^  Jobn 
Sandford,  air  R.  bt, 
Sawbridgei  Jacob 
Scaweo.  sir  Tho.  kt. 
SmI,  James,  juA. 
Stabri^t,  air  T.  Saw- 


Seliryo,  col.  John 
Shepardi  Samuel 
Sbtppen»  William 
Sbuttlewortbi  Ricbard 
Smelt,  Iteooard 
Sinithsoi;;^  llugb 
Smith,  Joiia 
Smiiby  Jamea 
Soell,  John 
Sqodes,  ^ir.  Id.  tisc. 
Sta^wix,  maj.  geo.  T. 
Steele,  sir  Ricbard*  kt. 
Stephene,  William 
Stepney,  sir  Tbomas 
Stonehou&e*  air  J.  bt. 
St.  Qiiiutun,  sir  W^ 
Stra^^ways,  fbomaa 
Stradling,  sir  Edward 
StKickland,  sir  W.  bt. 
Swa;iton,  Francis 
Talbot,  Jobo  Ivury 
Tboippsoo,  sir  W. 
TojKu&bend,  boa*  Hor. 
Traver?,  Samuel 
Trcncbaixly  Geoi^ 
Tu0aeil,  Samuel 
Turner,  air  Cbarles,  kt. 
Turner,   air    £dwai:d^ 

kut. 
Torofec,  Cholmoodley 
TyrcQimel,  J.  lord  vise. 
Tyr^tifit^  sir  Jobo,  bt. 
Vaughiyiv  Ricbard 
Vernon^  Tbomas 
A'^eniqiY,  Tbomfis 
Urqahart^  Alexander 
Walc^t,  Hqmpbrey 
Walpolo,  Robert 
Walpole,  GaUridua 
Walpole,  Horatio 
VValter^sir  John^  bfc. 
Ward,  sir  John 
Ward,  William 
Weaver,  John 
Webb,  lieut  general 

;fobii 
Wencworib,  bon.  Tho. 
Wentvvortli,  Tbomas 
Western,  Th6mas 
Willoughby,  bon,  Fra. 
Wilm^,  Williaip 
Wilson,  Daoiel 
Windfor,  hon.  Dix^ 
Worsley,  James 
Wortf^f  bon.  Edw.  U, 
Wrigb^n^  William 
Wykea,  William 
Wyadhw,sirW.M." 
Wfiuie,ThoiiMf 

Y<>fk,^Qto^ 

i 


Finar  PBOMttAL  QP  tmrntkunu  8Ba  Ceih 

PAIY*   FOR    K^PUriXO    THE  PxiBLIC  DemIS.] 

Jao.«lt,  179a  TbeComoMMM,  i»  agnittdaiHaf 
miiteoytook  into  coD«ideratx>o  tkaft  part  of  lui 
majesty's  Speeob  ax  cbe  opening  of  Ibis  session 
wbkb  relaie^  to  tbe  Public  Debts,  and  read  dit 


*  '*  The  South  Sea  Company  owed  its  orifia 
to  a  chimerical  project,  formed  by  UaM^y.  i« 
1711,  far  tbe  purpose  of  restoring  pabUccre- 
dit,  which  bad  beeu  greatly  affected  |^  tbedii* 
raissioo  of  the  Whig  ministi^y,  aodof  etUbbik* 
ing  a  faitd  ibr  tbe  discliaiige  of  the  navy  ao4 
army  debentures,  and  tbe  oitber  parts  of  ibs 
floating  debt,  which  araounied  to  D,471,336A; 
and  was  afterwards  increased  to  10,000/)OQ^ 
With  a  view  to  settle  a  fund  for  paying  the  is* 
terest  of  6  per  cent,  oil  tbese  arrears,  which 
amounted  to  tbe  annual  sum  of  ^6Qyi79L,  Wl 
the  duties  upon  wines,  vinegar,  t«4»accQ,  India 
goods,  wrought  silks,  whale  fins,  and  a  few 
otba«^  duties,  vere  rendered  penaaaneot.  In 
order  x^  allure  the  creditors. with  tbe  hopes  of 
advantages  from  a  new  commeioe«  tbe  aiooo- 
poly  of  a  trade  to  the  Sojith  Sea»  or  coast  of 
Spanj>h  America,  was  granted  to  a.  com|^a^ 
composed  of  the  proprietors  of  this  &aM 
!  debt,  which  being  incorporated  by  act  of  psN 
liamept,  took  the  appellation  of  the  South 
Se^  Company.  I'be  great  advaatages  to  be  dd^ 
rived  from  this  conunerce,  bad  beea  «zi^|geTate4 
from  tbe  time  Mf  our  first  voyages  |o  Spanish 
Aij^ricat  in  the  reign  of  Elizabecki,  aiid  still 
[  farther  increased  by  the  rejparts  of  the  laccii« 
neers.  Tiie  considerable  riches  wbich  Fraace 
bad  brought  irom  Afn^ca,  since  |he  estabH^b* 
ment  of  Philip  the  Fifl;b  on  the  tjbronf  ofSpai% 
had  coiiitributed  to  rai^  the  sapguhie  e]g)ectS' 
tions.  of  the  British  merchaiii9 :  a  rumour,  ia- 
dustriously  circulated,  that  four  p^rts  oa  tlit 
coaat  of  Peru  and  Cliilit  ^ejc  to  be  ceded  by 
Spain,  inflamed  the  general  ardo«ir;  the  pros- 
peqc  of  exclianging  goM,  silver,  and  rich  drofl 
for  tbe  manufactures  of  England,  v^re  pUttu* 
ble  allurements  for  an  enterpr2{)ing  aag  coB- 
mercial  nation ;  and  the  mines  of  Pqtosi  sad 
Mexico,  were  to  difiuse  their  inexhaustibk 
stores  through  the  medium  of  the  new  com* 
pany, 

*•  The  iaraoiis  act  of  parlitfment,  whieb  ia- 
corporated  the  subscribers  of  tbe  debta*  np<lcr 
the  name  of  the  governor  and  companvof  bmo^ 
chants  of  Great  Britain  trading  to  .the  South 
Seas  and  other  parts  of  America^  waa  called  tbe 
eatl  of  Oxford's  master  pieoe,  and  considered 
by  his  panagyrisu  as  the  sure  means  of  hriag* 
ing  an  inexhanstibie  mine  of  riches  into  £119* 
land.    But  in  fact  this  scheme  was.  settled 
on  a  false  foundation;    for  by  tbe   peace  ot 
Utrepbt,  Spain  and  the  Indies  being,  coofiniied^ 
to  Philip  the  Fiitb,  that  monarch  was  too  jeiM.| 
lous  toudmit  the  English  to  a  free  tf«de  in  tbC 
South  Setx,  and  instead  of  tbe  advaatogeQiil 
commerce  which  Oxford  bad  held  forth,  tbft  i 
company  obtained  oa^the  A^emo  cdOiniiU 
or  the  privik^  of  supplying  the  Sp«nii|)Col»t 
Dies  of  Afiwica.witb  0||proes  ks,^  ycvi^  «iti|J 
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leoiluil  «r  tiMM  DtbMt  M  diey  stood  at  the 
^tobfqoetv  Mt  MkhMmsy  1719;  ftt  aho  a 
^ropoMl  of  fbe-Sootk  Sea  CompaDyi  tovralrdt 
lie  aa<iwipdon  An^Sinlhng  of  the  iaid  detots  : 
Hiich  Pfopoetl  is  as  ibltowst 

.^0   tbo  honourable  the  CommoDS  of  Great 
Britaio  in  Parlifuneot  asseiAbied. 

The  Corporation  of  the  governor  and  eotn» 
ftoj  of  tiMrrcbiints  of  Great  Britain,  trading 
0  the  Sonth  Sea  and  other  parts  of  America, 
nd  for  encouraging  the  fishery,  having  under 
lieir  considlnration  how  they  may  be  most  ser- 
iceable  to  his  majesty  and  his  government ; 
od  to  their  their  seal  and  readiness  to  concur 


he  permission  of  sendbg  to  Spanish  America 
n  annnai  ship,  limited  both  as  to  tonnage  and 
tdtie  of  oargO,  of  Che  profits  of  «^hich  the  king 
»f  Spain  reserved  one  fourth,  and  5  per  cent. 
o  the  other  fourths.  This  disappointment  was 
fttempted  to  be  counteracted  by  the  dedara- 
ion  made  by  Oifbrd,  that  Spain  had  permitted 
wo  ships,  m  addition  to  the  annual  ship,  to 
»rry  merdittndize,  during  the  first  year  to  the 
lorthem  coasts  of  Spanish  Araeriea,  and  a 
M>mpoas  nomination  of  the  several  ports  where 
he  conimmy  had  leave  to  trade,  and  settle  (kc^ 
dries.  But  the  ^nd  benefits  of  tfab  commerce 
rere  never  resUi&ed.  The  first  voyage  of  the 
mnual  sUp  vras  not  made  tiD  1717,  and  in  the 
dlowiog  year,  the  trade  was  suppressed  by  the 
tpture  with  Spain.  Their  t!Stct^  fectories, 
ind  serYantswere  seited  and  detamed,  notwith* 
itanding  the  agreement  in  the  Assiento,  Which 
iittow«d,  m  case  of  a  rupture,  18  months  for 
he  removal  of  their  eflR^. 

^  Such  was  the  state  of  the  South  Sea  Com- 
^fj  when  th^  ministry,  Instead  of  attempting 
to  lessen  the  national  incumtntmces,  by  the 


in  the  %tM,  ahd  bdnourahle  design  of  reducing 
the  Natiohal  Debt^Jn  sach  manner  as  may  1»^ 
consistent  with,  end  ffar  the  support  of  parlia- 
roentnrv  credit,  do  humbty  apprehend,  That 
if  the  PubRc  Debts  and  Annuities  mentioned  in  ' 
the  anneked  Estimate  were  tikitk  intO,  ^hdf 
made  pure  of  the  capital  stock  tit  the  snid  Com-* 
pany,  it  would  greatly  contribute  to  that  taoit 
desirable  end  ;  which  debts  and  annuities  maj. 
be  coApretieuded*  under  the  general  heads  foU 
lowing,  tiz.  ^ 

Ahji uiTixs  for  Tenna  of  Years* 

Annuities  granted    fhr   99 

years  or  96  years,  amount- 
ing to,  per  Ann.  667,705/. 

8».  Irf.   which  at  «0  years 

Purchase  amounts  to £,ltfi^im  1  fir 

Lottery  17l0,remaihing  un- 

subacrtbed  to  the  company 

about  40,670/1  8t,  per  an-  * 

num,  which  at  1^  years 

purchase  amounts  to  -  •  •  56^,585  19  0 
Arninities  of  9/.  per  ceht. 

amounting  to  81,000/.  (>er 

aan.  at  14  years  purchase, 

amount  to--* 1,184,000    0* 

fatal  Value  of  the  said 
Annuitiea ^.15,057,4W  18  8' 


mIy  Just  and  successful  means,  a  dear  and  in- 
riolable  sinking  fund,  adopte«^  the  visionary 
Khemes  of  projectors,  and  gave  to  the  Com- 
l^ny  the  power  of  fittctnating  the  minds  of  the 
poblic,  and  spreading  an  infatuation  simihir  to 
hat  which  bad  recently  involved  France  in  a 
natioaal  bankruptcy.  The  grand  point  which 
government  had  in  view,  waB  the  reduction  of 
^  irredeemable  annuities,  created  in  theretgnt 
»f  William  and  Anne,  for  a  period  of  89,  96, 
&nd  99 years,  amouoted  nearly  to  800,000/.  per 
uinuni,  as  no  effectual  measurea  could  be 
Miopted  to  l^pssen  the  public  debts,  whilst  these 
annuities  remained  irredeemable. 
/'  In  order  to  effect  this  liquidation,  the  mi- 
nister accepted  proposals  firom  the  South  Sea 
Company,  fcr  reducing  the  debts  to  a  redeem- 
able state:  as  the  object  of  the  ministers,  who 
^  p^6viously  and  secretly  arranged  the  scheme 
Jjth  the  directors,  was  to  surprise  the  House  of 
Commons  into  the  measure  of  granting  this  tt- 
ftintite  privilege  to  the  South  Sea  Company, 
•»vd  of  preventing  competition,  they  enter- 
2*oed  the  most  sanguine  hopes  of  success, 
n^the  spedbus  advantages,  ifhich  theyheld 
^^'^  to  the  public,  as  tha  necessary  coose- 
fcpctii^^  Cote'f  Walpole. 


DsBTaRedeeBBahlt  by  Pariiaatnt. 

Total  of  th*  rate  of  5/.  p^  ^i  .n*  aaa  a  iix 

cent,  per  annum.  -  -  -  -  -  ^h^^^*^^  ^  H 

Totalaaertherateof4/.per    .^^^^  ^ 

cent,  per  ann. 4,1««,7W  7^ 


I 


Total  of  the  said  Redeem- 
able Debts  ^.15,934,s'l8  1310^ 

Therefore  they  do  humbly  propose,  That  the 
said  company  may  be  permitted  to  inlarge  their 
present  capiul,  b;f  takmg  in  the  said  annuities, 
and  debts  at  any  time  or  tiUies  until  Lady-day 
171^1,  on  the  terms  and  conditions  following  ; 
via. 

1.  That  the  said  annuities  be  taken  into  tbd 
said  company,  either  by  purchase,  or  vohin- 
tary  subscription  of  the  proprietors  thereof,  and 
without  any  compulsion  on  tbem^  at  such  price 
and  prices  as  snail'  be  agreed  between  thtf 
company,  and  the  proprietors  of  those  annui- 
ties. 

S.  That  for  the  annuities  for  9^  years,  or  90 
years,  for  every  five  pounns  per  annum  taken 
mto  the  company,  there  be5l.  pef  an^um  added 
to  the  company's  present  annuity,  and  100/. 
to  their  capital  stock,  being  after  the  rate  ol  90 
yeai^  purchase. 

3.  That  the  residue  of  lottery  1710  be  esti* 
mated  at  14  yfliars  purchase;  for  the  98  -yeara 
due  on  them  from  Midhaelmas  1719;  and  that 
the  annuities  of  9  per  cent,  p^r  annum  be  also 
estilfaatednt  14  y^ts  ptjrchase,'  for  the  «9| 
years  due  on  them  from  Christmas  1719 ;  and 
thera  be  an  addition  to  the  stocjrtuid  aonuiij 
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•f  the  comfanjproportioDabl^yTii.  70/.  stock, 
and  3/.  lOf.  per  aimunoy  annuitj,  for  every  5/. 
per  flnnum  of  those  aonuitiet  which  thaU  be 
taken  into  ttte  compauj. 

4.  That  Ihe  taiU  redeeomble  debU  be  like- 
wise taken  into  the  said  company^  either  by  pur- 
chase,  subscriptiony  or  paying  them  off  by  the 
•aid  company. 

5.  That,  for  all  the  said  redeemable  debts, 
there  be  added  100/.  to  the  capital  stock  of  the 
said  company,  for  erery  100/.  so  taken  io  b/ 
Ihem  :  and  me  like  annaity  added  to  the  com* 
ptn^*!  present  annuity  as  is  now  payable,  for 
|he  mterest  of  those  debts. 

6.  That  the  company  be  allowed,  for  diarges 
of  management  for  their  thus  to  be  increased 
caf»tal,so  much  as  it  now  costs  the  government 
ioT  the  charges  of  paying,  assigning,  and  ac- 
counting for,  the  said  debts;  or  such  a  proportion 
thereof  as  the  sam  which  shall  be  taken  in  by 
the  company  shall  bear  to  the  whole  of  those 
debts. 

7.  That  the  present  annuities  for  the  com- 
pany's present  capital,  and  the  annuities  for 
the  thus  to  be  increased  capital,  be  continued,' 
at  the  rates  aforesaid,  till  Midsummer  17  S7  ; 
•nd  that,  frdm  and  after  that  time,  their  then 
annuity  for  their  whole  capital  stock  shall  be 
sM^toally  reduced  to  4  per  cent,  per  annum, 
mnd  likewise  be  thenceforth  redeemable  by  par* 
liameni. 

8.  That  ^  company's  present  and  to  be  in- 
creased allowanoe,  for  ^  charges  of  manage- 
ment, do  continue  till  their  capiml  be  redeem- 
e>d^  as  their  present  allowances  for  management 
•re. 

9.  That  the  annuities  to  the  company,  for 
Iheir  thus  to  be  increased  capital,  be  paid  them 
weekly,  as  their  present  annuities  are;  and 
be  charged  on  the  funds  now  appropriated  to 
the  said  debu  and  annuities  so  taken  into  the 

^  company. 

ESTIMATE.— The  particulars  of  the  Government's  Debts,  proposed  to  be  added  to  ik 
capital  stock  of  the  South-Sea  Company,  viz. 


10«  That  for  the  libi:i^  of 
capital  stock,  as  aforesaid,  the  compaayvil 
give  and  pay  into  his  migesty's  excbetfaer,  (br 
the  service  of  the  pubUc,  and  to  be  appliBd  for 

{>aying  off  the  public  debts  provided  for  by  pv- 
lament  before  Christooas  1716,  the  son  ef 
three  millions  and  an  half,  by  fbor  eqoalqnv. 
terly  payments,  whereof  the  first  p^mem  lobe 
at  Lady-Day  17S1. 

1 1.  That  though  the  company's  capital  ii  pro- 
posed not  to  be  redeemable  until  Midsomoer 
17 S7,  yet  tbej  do  submit,  that  so  moch  as^bal 
arise  by  the  sinking  J'nnds  before  that  time,nuj 
(from  and  a^  P^^jing  off  such  (Kut  of  the  pulh 
lie  debts  as  may  be  r^leemed  within  that  urne, 
and  which  shall  not  be  taken  into  the  said  ooo- 
pany)  he  applied  at  the  end  of  every  year, 
towards  paying  off,  io  even  hundred  tfaoosiiMl 
pounds,  that  part  of  the  company's  capital  which 
carries  5/.  percent,  per  annum. 

IS.  The  said  company  do  farther  submic, 
tbat  for  such  of  the  present  ezcbeqaer-billt,  » 
the,  parliament  shall  continue,  and  for  socb  oev 
ones  as  they  shall  impower  tl^  lords  of  the  trtt- 
sury  to  issue  and  arculate  (without  the  nh- 
scription  or  contract  of  any  persons  or  oorpon- 
tioo)  tlie  company  will  be  obliged  (from  aii4 
after  MiH^ammer  1730,  until  the  redocbos  of 
the  annuities  for  their  whole  capital,  to  4  per 
cent,  per  ann.  and  no  longer)  to  pay  such  pro- 
portion pf  money  and  interest  aa  shiaU  be  fbood 
necessary  by -the  lords  of  the  treasury,  or  trss- 
tees^  oe  appointed  by  tliem,  to  circulate  tbe 
same,  as  the  sum  of  one  ^milion  shall  bear  to 
the  total  amount  of  such  eichequer-bilis :  (be 
company  having  tlie  like  proportion  of  tbe  b^ 
nefit  of  the  interest  which  shall  be  saved  oo  sudi 
bills,  during  tbe  time  the^r  shall  be  in  the  bsodi 
of  anv  public  officer,  or  in  (he  exchequer. 
By  order  of  the  general  court, 

JoHM  Fellows,  Sub-Governor, 
Chaales  JoTEy  Dep.  Governor* 


Annual  Sumt, 


1S4,866    0 

16.663  13 
104,716  10 

46,000  0 
184,!e43  14 

72,187  10 
V  40.000     0 

60,000    0 


d. 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


AnnuUia/or  99  aiid  96  Sfwrt, 

The  14/.  per  cent,  turned  into  Annuities  for  99  years. 

Annuities  for  lives,  ditto  for  96  years. 

Ditto  on  3,700/.  per  week  excise.  .        •        - 

On  ditto  a  farther  sum  ditto.  «... 

Tonnage  and  poundage,  &c  .... 

On  low  winefi,  &c.         -     '^  - 

Overplus  of  annuity-funds,  &c.       .        •        .        . 

Old  subsidy.  -        •        .        .        •        ^        • 


Prtecipa/ Sunt 


Ann.  for  99  yttA 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
.  ditm 


667,705    8    1 


61,000 
40,670 


0    0 
8    0 


per  ann.  being  the  amount  of  the  99  and  96  years  annui- 
ties, granted  by  several  acu  of  parliament,  from  1699  to 
1708,  at  SO  year's  purchase,  will  make  a  principal  sum        £,         i.  ^ 
of 13,854^108    1  8 

per  ann.  annuities  for  32  years,  from  Lady  day^  1710, 
computed  at  14  years  purchase,  makes        ...    1,134/XX>  0  0 

per  ann.  the  remainder  of  the  lotury  1710,  not  subscribed 
to  tbe  South-Sea  Company^  computed  at  14  yeara. 
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ii.  per  cent.  Almuiites,  redfemaWe  on'the  paymem  ^  &e  PriDCipttl  Somt 
u^d«r-iiietttionedy  vn. 


diMik  annukies  at  one  year's  notice       - 
Several  loitenes  without  notice     -        •        .        . 
jaoiers  an nuuies  ditto         .        .        .        «        - 
^itery  in4,  blank  ditto     -        -        -        -^       - 
Treasurer  of  tbe  navy  for  a  deficiency  to  ibe  Soutb-Sea 
Company         -        -        -        -        -       •- 


1.079»000    0 

8,875,936     9 

674,2S6  18 

1,0^5,990    0 


If. 
0 

0 


ii0,3n  ir   1} 


11,795,466    4    9£ 


U.  per  cent.  Annaities,  red^emaUe  on  the  payment  of  the  Principal  Sumt 
under-mentioned^  ?iz. 

£.  s.  d. 

Civil  list  lottery^  Anno  1713 563,300    0  0 

Lottery  1714,  priics        .-.---  653,0S0    0.0 

Deficiency  of  low  wines  and  candles,  1716        -        -  413,605  17  0 

Djtto  of  the  funds                               ditto         -        -  509,127     5  6|« 

Canada  bills 24,195  18  2 

^my  debu   -        -        -        -        ...        -  965,917  19  6^ 

Edvrard  Clent,  esq;  army  debenture        -        .       -  585    7  1 

First  iotleiy,  1719           -        -        -        -     ,-        -  500,000    0  0 

Second  lotteryi  1719 500,000    0  0 


Abstract  of  the  Foregoing  Dbbts. 


Redeemable  Annual  Sums. 

The  5/.  per  cent  annuities   -       .        - 
The  4/.  per  cent,  annuities  -        -        - 

Unredeemable. 
The  99  and  96  years  annuities     - 
32  year^annuiues  from  Lady-day,  1710 


589,773 
165,150 

667,785 
-  81,000 


Remainder  of  the  lott.  1710,  unsubscribed  .  40,670 


d. 

3 

10 

1 
0 
0 


4.128,752    7    4 
15,924,218  12     li 

Trhuipal  Sums, 
^.  i.    d. 

Jl,795,466    5    6J 
4,128,752     7     4 


at  20  years 
at  14  years 
at  14  years 


13,354,108  10 

1,134,000    0 

569,385  12 


8 
0 
0 


1,544,299     4     2 


30,981,712    6    6{ 


'  This  Proposal  coming  short  of  what  was 
npected,  and  the  friends  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land bating  represented,  in  behalf  of  this  last 
corporation,  tne, great  and  eminent  services 
<bey  had  done  to  the  government,  in  the  most 
difficult  times,  'and  which  deserved,  at  least, 
That  if  any  advantage  was  to  be  made  by  any 
public  barges,  they  should  be  preferred  before 
^  coinpaJny  that  had  never  done  an^  thing  for 
the  nation,  tbe<  farther  consideration  of  that 
important  affair  was  put  off,  till  the  27th. 

'  FiBST  Proposal  of  tbb  Bavk  of  Enolamd 
/or  rfrfuctflgiAePuBLic  Debts.]  Jan.  27.  The 
Commons,  in  a  grand  committee,  considered 
fiirther  of  the  Public  Debts;  and  the  Bank  of 
Eogktnd  bavioii  laid  thmr  Proposition  before  the 
committee,  whereby  it  appeared,^tbat  they  of> 
fered  about  two  millions  sterling  more  to  the 
fiovemment,  iu  less  time  than  the  South-Sea 
^^<)aipany  had  done,  it  was  thooght  fit  to  give 
^  seid  Company  fome  tim«ao  ooilsider  far- 
ther on  that  matter;  which  was  tbefeupon  p«t 
«ff  'till  the  1st  of  Febrnary.  The  Bbid  Pmo* 
«tlof  die  BmI(  Of  £«|^js  M  foUowfi 


John  Fellows,  Sob-Governor, 
Charles  Jote,  Dep.  Governor* 

To  the  Honourable  the  Commons  of  Great- 
Briuin  in  Parliament  assembled.*-Th« 
humble  Proposal  of  the  Governor  and 
Company  of  the  Bank  of  England. 

1.  That  in  case  they  may  hare  a  powvr 
granted  to  them  by  parliament  to  purchase  or 
take  in,  by  way  ol  subscription,  the  several 
Exchequer-annuities,  of  99  and  96  years,  com- 
aK)nly  called  the  Long  Annuities;  and  amount- 
ing together  to  the  sum  of  667/)00(.  per  aounm 
or  thereabouts,  from  the  several  proprietors  of 
the  said  annuities,  in  such  manner  as  tfa4  said 
proprietors  sliall  volontarily  agree,  and  at  an/ 
time  before  the  24th  day  of  June  1721. 

And  also,  that  they  may  have  added  to  the 
present  capital  stock  of  the  said  governor  and 
company,  such  a  principal  sum  as  all  the  said 
annuities  do  amount  to,  being  computed  at  tb* 
rate  of  twenty  year's  purchase,  wbicb  will  b* 
13,854,000(.  or  thereabouts. 

And  that  the  several  funds  granted  for  pajr* 
ment  of  the  said  annuitiet,  may  be  charged 
with  the  payment  of  an  iaterestai  the  rata  of; 
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61,  per  cent,  per  aimtioii  pajable  w^ekl/,  on 
the  said  principal  sums,  or  so  much  thereof  as 
\  shall  be  purchased  or  ukea  in  by  Uie  said  go- 
vernor and  company,  belbrt  ihe  said  34th  day 
of  June  trsi. 

That  then,  and  in  such  case,  the  said  go» 
Temor  and  company  are  willing  to  advance 
and  pay^  for  the  use  of  the  public^  three  years 
purchase  on  every  annuity  (chat  is  to  say)  15^ 
per  ceot.  on  every  lOOl.  so  to  be  computed  as 
aforesaid,  as  the  said  governor  and  company 
shall  purchase  or  take  m  by  sobscriplaon,  in 
such  manner  and  Within  the  tin^e  as  before- 
mentioned;  which,  if  the  whole  purchase  be 
completed,  will  amount  to  2,003^000/.  or  there- 
abouts. 

9.  It  is  proposed,  that  in  case*  the  said  go- 
vernor and  company  may  have  the  like  power 
granted  by  parliament,  lo  purchase  (in  the  same 
manner,  and  within  the  same  time,  as  is  men- 
tioned in  the  aforesaid  proposition)  or  take  io, 
by  subscription,  the  several  aonurties  granted 
for  32  years,  that  is  to  say,  the  fund  of  9/.  per 
cent,  per  annum,  and  the  remainder  of  the 
lottery  1710,  which  being  computed  at  14 
years  purchase,  win  amount  to  1,T00,000/.  or 
thereabouts. 

And  also  thstt  a  sum  of  1,700,000/.  be  added 
to  the  present  capital  stock  of  the  said  gover- 
jior  and  company,  that  the  funds  granted  for 
payment  of  the  said  annuities  be  charged  with 
an  annual  interest  at  the  rate  of  5/.  per  cent, 
per  ann.  payable  weekly  on  the  said  principal 
turn  of  1,700,000/.  er  so  much  thereof  as  shall 
be  purchased,  or  iaken  in  by  subscnptioii,  be- 
fore the  siud  24th  day  of  June  1721. 
,  That  then,  and  in  such  case,  the  said  govern 
nor  and  company  are  willing  to*  advance  and 
pay,  fat  the  use  of  the  public,  three  years  pur- 
chase on  every  such  annuity  to  be  purchased, 
or  taken  in  by  subscription,  in  the  same  man- 
ner, and  within  the  limited  time,  before-men- 
tioned ;  which  three  year's  purchase  (if  the 
whole  be  completed)  will  amount  to  the  sum  of 
364,500/.  or  thereabouts. 

9.  ft  is  proposed.  That  in  case  the  said 
governor  and  company  may  have  power  to  pay 
off,  or  to  purchase,  or  to  take  in  by  subscrip- 
tien  the  several  debts  here  under  specified, 
whicb^are  coinmonly  caUed  the  redeemabte 
debts,  and  which  may  ameaut  to  fehe  sum  of 
16,900,oeo(.  prtneipol,  or  tbereaboutSk 

And  th8t4i  sum  of  15,000t000/i  be  adidtd  to 
the-present  capital  stock  of  the  jaid  gevcrnor 
and  company. 

And^  also,  That  the  said  several  fund»  bo 
charged  with  an  annuaL  interest,  payvble 
weekly,  at  the  same  rate  at  the  publie  now 
piye  to  the  several  proprietors,  wbioh  said  an- 
nual interest,  at  the  several  rates  of  5/.  per 
cesC  and  4/r  per  cent,  now  paid,  amomvt'  to 
the  sum  0^574)900/*  or  thereabouts. 

That  than,  and  m  such  case,  the  said  go- 
vernor ana  company  will  advance  and  pay-  for 
the  ose  of  the  public,  a«  the  rate  of  30/.  per 
cent*  wbich  upon  the  said  prtneipal  will  amount 
to  a^l60|00pllortbe»eaUuti^  the  fi^t-co^be 


payalile  in  sacb  manner  as  skill  b#  tboag;bt 
most  agreeable  (o  the  public  service. 

Note,  The  particular  fiinds  relefred  to  m  the 
ahovesaid  preposi^oh  of  ledeemaUe  debts  ar# 
these,  several  lotteries;  bankers  annnilies; 
blanks  in  lottery  1714;  navy  deioieney ;  mkI 
Bank  annuities;  amount  to  11,795><XX)/.  ov 
thereabouts,  at  5/.  per  cent,  per  ann.  interest.  . 

This  last  at  a  year's  notice^ — Civil  list  lot- 
tery; prizes  in  lottery  1714;  deficieocies  on 
low  wines,  &C.  Ditto  on  funds;  Canada bilb; 
army  debts  and  debentures;  tstand  Sd  lottery 
1719;  amount  to  4,128,000/.  or  thereabootv 
at  4/.  per  cent,  per  annum  interest. 

4.  It  is  proposed,  That  all  the  said  sma^, 
mentioned  in  the  t^t  fbregcirtg  proj^ositionsy 
to  be  purchased,  or  taken  in  by  8iibscnption,'or 
otherwise,  and  made  part  of,  and  added  tp,  the 
capital  stock  oCtbe  said  governor  and  company^ 
which  in  case  all  the  several  annuities  be  pur- 
chased, will  amount  in  the  whole  to  the  sum  of 
30,954,000/.  or  thereabouts,  may  be  made  re- 
deemable by  parliament,  frpni  and  after  the 
44th  day  of  June,  172^4,  and  in  sums  not  hear 
than  1,000,000/.  at  any  time. 

5.  It  i»  proposed.  That  all  the  sevenl  sum 
that  siiall  accrue  by  this  proposal  to  the  use  of 
the  public,  may  be  applied  ta  that  part  of  the 
discharge  of  the  fund  of  the  Bank/ that  standi 
now  redeemable  at  one  year's  notice. 

6.  It  is  proposed.  That  whatsoever  may  arM 
by  the  surplus  of  the  funds,  commonly  called 
the  sinking  funds,  may  be  every  half  year  ap- 
plied to  t^  paying  off  any  of  the  5/.  per  cent. 
lufids,  that  sliall  be  purchased  b^  virtue  of  tbia 
proposal,  or  made  part  of  tlie  capital  stock  of  Che 
Bank  if  this  honourable  House  shall  think  fit. 

7*  It  is  proposed,  Thai  the  said  govemoc  and 
company  are  willing  to  undertake  to  circulate 
the  present  800,000/.  in  exchequei^bills^  that 
now  remain  in  the  exchequer,  upon  the  said 
terms  as  the  governor  and  company  have  agreed 
with  the  IokIs  commissioners  of  the  tteaaary, 
for  circulating  the  said  bills  this  preseotyear^ 
and  fbr  so  long  time  as  this  honourable  EuMise 
shall  think  fit,  not  eiceeding  four  years. 

Note,  The  terms  at  present  for  circulating  Um 
said  800,000/.  is  at  the  rate  of  half  per  cc»t«. 
wl^ich  amounts  to  4,000/.  per  annum. 

8.  U  is  prqposed^  That  the  said  gpvemor  and 
company  may  have  an  increase  of  a  propor- 
tionable allowance  for  charges  and  niana§&» 
ment.  .       -  . 

9.  It  is  proposed.  That  the  said  new  addli- 
tional  stoek,  at  wed  As*Che  oafiCil  stock  d#  tbm 
said  governor  andicompany^  may  eoniinae  fn>m 
and  exempt  from  jM  |Mirliaineatavy  mtcs  tm^ 
impositions'  whatsoever,  and  that  t^y  minf  tn^ 
jny  the sauie>pewer»MMl  privilege tbM arcaf^ 
rMdy  granted  to  theni,  with  an  wMtioB  ofenohr 
^  ftiAher  powers  and  privdeges^  ds  tilis%om>umM« 
House  iMl  think  necesMtry  for  otrrftag  o«  sa 
great  an  undertaking. 

10.  That  whoteasiAicfritaf  present  iMtiaR*' 
ftror  symrf-dutiesanyable  on*the  5i'  nnd  4A 

;  par  cent,  redeemanv  foodt^  ttur  aory  translibi^ 
idutiesMranyof  the  mifdiie%  Wn-prnfOMi^ 
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Thej  now  •ffcr,  by  way  ci  eiplbdttioD  of 
(bat  article,  tbac  the  aUowancet  therein  ineih- 
tionedy  ar*  sot  to  eiceed  a  proportion  to  tb« 
allowaoce  they  have  now,  by  act  of  parliaoieDt, 
OD  their  present  capital  for  that  porpose. 

S.  That  whereas  in  the  7th  article  of  their 
aaid  Proposal  it  is  raentioDed,  that  the  annoities 
for  the  company's  present  and  to  be  increased 
capkaly  be  continued  at  the  rates  therein  me- 
tioned  till  Midsammer  1797.  And  that  from 
and  after  that  time  their  then  annuity  on  their 
whole  capital  shall  be  actually  reduced  to  4/. 
per  cent,  per  annoniy  and  likewise  be  frooA 
thenceforth  redeemable  by  pfM-Hai»ent ; 

They  io  hiMibly  offer,  tiiat  if  thiabonotirable 
House  do  think  it  more  for  the  interest  of  the 
public,  that  in  lieu  of  the  said  7th  artide^ali 
the  sums  te  be  taken  into  the  company's  capi- 
tal, in  pursuance  <if  ^ir  r'ropoeal,  shall  be  re» 
deeasable  by  parliament,  from  and  after  Mid*  . 
surnhMT  1734,  in  sums  not  lesa  than  500,0001. 
at  a  time,  they  do  consent  thereto. 

3.  And  wlierees  br  the  lOih  article  of  their 
bM  fivmer  Proposal  they  ofered,  for  the  !»• 
betty  of  nioreastng  their  capital  stock,  as  it 
therein  aforesaid,  that  they  would  give  and 
pay  inte  bis  majesty^  exchequer,  for  the  sef^ 
vice  of  the  public,  the  sura  of  9,500,000/. 

They  now  humblv  oibr,  that  over  and-  above 
the  said  3,500,000/.  they  wil)  farther  give  and 
pay  into  bis  mafesty's  escheqaer,  for  the  use 
',  of  the  public,  by  four  e<^ai  qaarterl^f  pay* 
menrs,  on  the  days  mentioned  in  their  said 
former  proposal^  500,000/.  more,  certain,  an4 
also  upon  ijl  the  said  annuities  for  eertnn 
4erms  of  years,  which  this  company  shall  take 
into  their  capital  8t<K:k,  befbre  we  1st  of 
March,  1791,  after  the  rate  of  it>ur  years  a|id 
half  porchase,  by  four  quarterly  payments^ 
which  if  all  the  said  annuities  be  Udien  into 
the  said  companv,  will  amount  to  the  sum  of 
3,567,503/.  or  thereabouts;  to  Hvhich  being 
added  the  said  3,500^000/.  and  the  said  farther 
sum  of  500,000/.  will  amouut  in  the  whole  to 
the  ^m  of  7,567,500/.  or  thereabouts. 

4.  That  whereas  in  the  11th  article  of  their 
former  proposal,  they  did  submit,  that  so  much 
as  shall  arise  by  the  Sinking  Fund .  before  !Mid* 
summer,  1727,  may,  from  and  after  paying  off 
such  part  of  the  public  debts,  as  may  be  re- 
deemed within  that  time,  aod  which  shall  not 
betaken  in  this  compeny,  be  applied  at  the 
end  of  every  year  towards  paying  off,  in  even 
100,000/,  that  part  of  the  company's  capital 
which  carries  5/.  per  cent,  per  annum. 

They  do  hembly  ofl^,  in  lien  therereof,  tiiat 
if  this  honourable  House  (hink  fit  to  make 
their  lo  be  increased  capital  redeemable  at 
Midsummeiv  1TS4,  that  the  said  Sinking  Fund 
may,  until  that  time,  be  applied,  half  jearly^i 
to  the  payins  off  that  part  of  the  company's 
capital^  which  is  to  carry  5/.  per  cent  per  an- 
num. 

5.  As  to  the  12th  article  of  this  coropanyV  . 
former  proposal,  relating  to  the  circulating  of 
1,000|OOQA  in  exchequer  bills  gntis,  and  like- 
wise pe>iog  the  interest  for.that  million,  so  ai« 
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Fkat  ^  trMMlers  of  the  said  additional  stock 
may  be  esemjited  ftom  all  stamp-duties,  taae^ 
or  transfers* 

11.  And  arhereas,  in  tie  aforesaid  proposi- 
tion, a  certain  sMS  or  stock  is  meotioned 
to  be  md4t4  to  the  prsscnt  capital  of  the  Bank, 
in  ontor  to  enable  tbem  to  purchase  the  Loog 
Annuities;  the  said  goferaar  and  comnany do, 
hy  way  of  expknatioo,  ftwther  offsr  to'this  ho- 
aoumye  Hotis^  that  they  are  content,  in  case 
ill  the  ^Aid  «»noities  are  not  parcfaased,  or 
taken  kk  by  subscription,  withiu  thelimiM  time 
aforsoittd,  that  then,  awl  in  such  c»e^  a  pro- 
portionable ^act  of  the  said  stock  shall  be  an* 
Bihdaled. 

B>.^erder  of  the  general  court  of  the  goremor 
aed  coMspaay  of  the  bank  of  EnsiiaDd, 
Ian.  «7,  1?19.        David  le  Gabs,  Secretary. 

Second  PaoposAL  op  tbe  South-Sea  Com- 
pact,  FOR    EEDUCItfO   TUE    Pv^LIC    DeBTS.] 

Feb,  1.  The  Commons,  in  a  committee  of  the 
whole  House,  took  into  consideration  that  part 
of  the  kiiig's  Speech  which  relates  to  the  PubHc 
Debts ;  as  abo  the  second  t'roposals^  both  of 
the  Souib-Sea  Company,,  and  of  the  Biink  of 
England,  which  are  as  follows: 

To  the  bonoorabie  the  Ceounens  of  Greet- Bri- 
tain in  Parliament  assembled. 
The  corporation  of  tlie  goternors  and  compe- 
ny  of  aercbaats  trading  tu  the  South-Seas,  and 
other  pacts  of  America,  and  for  encouraging  the 
fishery,  having,  on  the27ih  of  January  la»t,  pre- 
sented their  humble  Proposal  to  this  honourable 
House,  for  .enlargins  the  capital  stock  of  the 
daid  company,  by  taking  thereinto  the  several 
anonities  and  public  debts  therein  mentioned, 
on  the  terms  and  conditions  in  the  said  Propo- 
sal also  mentioned ;  in  whicR  Proposal  such  ad- 
rantages  were  offered  to  the  public,  as  the  said 
oofporation  did  humbly  hope  would  have  been 
to  the  iptirc  satisfactiun  of  this  honourable 
House,  and  most  conducive  to  the  certain  dis- 
chargiug  and  paying  off  the  whole  debt  of  the 
nation,  and  to  which  Proposal  they  humbly 
crave  leave  to  refer.  But  the  governors 
end  company  of  the  Bank  of  England,  having 
^  saase  day  also  delivceed  a  Profiosal  to  this 
boooerable  House,  for  enlarging  their  capital 
ttoek,  by  taking  in  tiie  saeie  annuities  and  debts, 
OB  the  terms  aod  conditioos  in  tbeir  Proposal 
al»meetioned. 

This  corporation-  tbetefere,  farther  lo  mani- 
^  their  zeal  aod  earnest  desire  to  contribute 
their  utmost  to  tl\p  reducing  and  pnyiiig  off  the 
pohlic  debts,  crave  leave  to  offer  the  Allowing 
esplenalioBs  and  amendmeols  to  tbeir  said  Pro- 


Iv  As  tiKthe  6ib  Mtide  of  their  said  foimer 
|^*po«il,  wkerein.tbey  have|humb]y-desired  to 
be  attawsd  for  cbarj^  ofiyanacement,  for  their 
to  he  increased  capital^  so  mocb  as  it  now  costs 
the  gavefmaent  for  diMges  of  paying,  assigning, 
^  Mcomptiaf  for  the  said  debts,  or  sach  pro- 
pBrtioa  diereef,  as  tbeeom'wbicb  shall  be  taken 
*J|bj  the  compeoj  shall  bear  to  the.  whole  of 
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no  other  excbeqaer  billt  be  issued  thai^  what 
shall  be  circulated  bjr  the  credit  of  the  ex- 
chequer,.  witboat  tlie  aid  of  eubecripDon  or 
contract. 

j6.  And  last]y,»  That  this  honoorable  House 
joay  be  fully  satisfied  of  the  sincere  intenrions 
of  this  cumpany,  to  use  their  best  endeavouas 
to  take  in  all  the  said  annuities  for  99  and 
96  years^  which  amount  to  667»705/.  8s.  Id, 
pK  ^nnum.  This  company  do.  farther  humbly 
offer  to  gire  and  pay  into  his  majesty's  exche- 
quer, for  the  service  of  the  pubiic,  by  four 
equal  quarterly  payments,  one  year's  purchase 
upon  ail  Mich  of  those  annuities  as  shall  hapjpen 
itot  to  come  into  the  said  company's  capital, 
within  the  time  aforesaid. 

And  whereas  this  coqipaoy  is  very  seiHible, 
Xhat.  the  prosperity  of  the  nation  doth  greatly 
depend  upon  tbie,  discharging  the  public 
debts,  a  motive,  which  induced  them  to  make 
the  firbt  propositions  of  this  public  and  beneficial 
mature,  they  do  humbljrsubmit  these  explanations 
and  amendments  to  this  honourable  House,  flat- 
tering them&alves,  that  that  readiness  and  cheer- 
fulness that  engaged  them  so  much  earlier  than 
any  other  society,  to  endeavour  to  reduce  that 
great  debt,  under  which  this  nation  is  op- 
pressed, wiH  intitle  them  to  the  ftivoar  and 
preference  of  this  House,  since  they  are  willing, 
and  do  hereby  declare,  they  are  ready  to  un- 
dertake this  great  work  upon  whatever  terms 
nay  be  offered  by  any  other  company. 

By  order  of  the  general  court, 

John  Fellows,  Sul>-Govemor. 
Feb.  1, 1719*  Chakles  JoYE,  Dep.  Governor. 

The  Second  Proposal  of  the  Bawk  of  Eng- 
lAVD,  for  reducing  THE  PoBLic  Debts.]  The 
second  Proposal  of  the  Bank  of  Bngland  is  as 
follows : 

The  Governor  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of 
England  do  humbly  offer  the  following  Ex- 
planation of  the  Proposal  they  delivered  to  this 
honourable  Committee,  the  37th  of  January  last. 

1.  Whereas  in  the  Srd  proposition  it  was 
computed,  that  the  redeemabk^  debu  at  51. 
and  4^  per  cent  per  annum,  would  amount  to 
15,900,000/.  or  thereabouts^  for  which  th^ 
offered  ^0/.  per  cent. 

Tli^y  now  find  that  several  of.  the  said 
debts  do  arise  to  a  very  conftiderahle  sum 
more  than  was  calcukced,  and  will*  conse- 
queotlv  increase  the  total  sum  of  this  offer. 

As  for  instance,  If  the  said  debts  do  amount 
|o  600,000/.  more,  in  such  case,  the  total  of 
their  offer  will  be  3,300,000/.  npoa  that  head. 

2.  Wlkereas  they  say,  in  their  5lh  proposi- 
tion, that  all  the  several  sums  that  shall  accrue 
by  their  proposal  to  the  use  of  the  public,  may 
be  applied  to  the  discharge  of  that  part  of  the 
iiind  of  the  Bank,  that  stands  now  redeemable 
at  one  year's  notice,  their  meaning  is,  that 
what  shall  rensain  over  and  above  sufficienr  for 
the  discharge  of  that  fiind,  may  be  appKed  to 
the  discharge  of  any  of  the  funds  of  5/.  per 
imnum  to  be  purchased  by  virtue  of  this  pro- 
I»ofaL 


3.  In  the  1  ttfa  propaskioD,  where  they  moh 
tjon  the  lung  atLnuitifs^  they  mean  ss  well 
those  for  32  years  as  the  longer  terms. 

4.  And  whereas  in  the  Ityt  and  Snd  |.ropo* 
sitions,  It  is  implied,  that  the  three  years  pur- 
chase offered  to  the  public,  is  n«>t  to  be  paid 
on  such  of  the  annnuities  as  shall  not  be  takeo 
in  or  agreed  for,  the  said  governor  and  com- 
pany ^  leave  to  observe  to  this  honourable 
committee,  that  they  have  good  reason  to 
believe  they  shall  be  able  to  accomplish  tbis 
undertaking. 

However,  that  no  doubt  may  remain  of 
their  sincere  intentions,  they  are  content  to  bs 
obliged  to  offer  to  the  several,  proprietors  of 
the  axiniiities  to  96  and  09  years,  1,700/.  bank 
stock,  for  every  100/.  per  annum,  who  shall 
voluntari^  agree  for  the  same,  on  or  befue 
the  S5th  of  June,  1720,  and  the  like  proportioa 
for  the  reiiuiiuder  of  the  thorter  terms. 

And  whereas  in  the  4t^  proposition,  ths 
said  governor  and  company  do  offer  to  hava 
the  several  funds  to  be  now  purchased,  re- 
deemable on  the  34th  of  J,une,  1724,  they  do 
submit  to  the  honourable  committee  this  alter- 
native, that  the  said  funds  be  actually  reduced 
to  4/.  per  cent,  on  the  24th  of  June  1727,  aod 
to  be  thenceforth  redeemable  by  Parliament. 

By  order  of  the  general  court  of  the  goter- 
nor  and  company  of  the  Bank  of  England. 
Feb.  1, 1719.  ^      David  le  Gros,  Secretsry. 

The  Conanont  retftht  to  accept  the  Prmoseb 
^f  the  South  Sea  Company,]  These  two  diffier- 
ent  Schemes  occasioned  a  debate^  in  which 
Mr.  Robert  Walpole  was  the  chief  person  who 
stood  up  for  the  Bank  ;  but  Mr.  Aislaby,  chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  made  it  appear  that 
the  Proposals  of  the  South  Sea  Compan^r  were 
more  advantageous  to  the  pubUc ;  and  it  was 
at  last  resolved,  <*  That  the  Proposals  made  by 
the  Sooth  Sea  Company  be  accepted. 

The  South  Sea  Bill  brought  into  the  Smm 
of  Commont:]  This  Resolution  l)eing  the  next 
day  reported,  wa^i  agreed  to  by  the  House,  and 
a  Bill  was  ordered  to  be  brought  in  thereupon. 

Feb.  3.  The  Comnoons,  in  a  grand  cosmic 
tee,  considered  again  of  the  Proposal  of  the 
South  Sea  Company,  and,  after  some  debate, 
resolved,  that  the  seventh  Article  of  the  firtt 
Proposal  of  the  Sooth  Sea  Company,  vo*' 
*'  That  the  present  annuities  for  the  company's 
presenr  capital,  add  the  annuities  for  the  coie- 
paoy*s  to  ne  increased  capital,  be  continued  at 
tlie  rates  therein  mentioned  until  Midsammer 
1727,  and  that  from  and  after  that  time,  their 
then  annuity  for  the  whole  capital  shall  be.ac* 
tually  reduced  to  4/.  percsent.  per  annum,  aod 
likewise  be  thenceforth  redeemable  by  pariia- 
ment)'*  be  accepted:  which  Resolution  being 
the  next  day  reported,  was  agre^  to  by  die 
House;  aad  it  was  ordered,  that  a  clause  or 
clauses  pureuant  to  the  said  ResolHtion,  be 
added  to  the  Bill  to  be  brought  in  on  the  former 
Resolution* 

Feb.  16.   The Cobuiioi»s>  ia a oofluniU^erf 
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Feb.  17.  In  a  grand  coamittee  on  ways  and 
means  for  raising  the  Supply,  it  was  resolved, 
"  That  such  of  ihe  du^es  end  revenues,  for  an- 
swering the  respective  annuities  or  payments 
which  shall  become  payable  to  the  South  Sea 
Company,  pursuant  to  their  Proposals  accepted 
by  this  House,  as  are  now  temporary^  be  made 
perpetual,  subject  nevertheless  to  redemption 
\>y  parliament,  accnrding  to  the  tenor  of  the 
said  Proposals^:''  Which  Resolution  m^s  the 
next  day  reported  and  agreed  to  by  the  House, 
and  a  clause  was  ordered  to  be  brought  in  there- 
upon, and  inserted  in  the  bill  relating'  to  the 
Public  Debt|. 


be  whelefloose  on  the  Supply,  came  to  a  Re- 
olutioo,  which  was  the  next  day  reported  by 
tfr.  Farrer,  and  #itb  several  amendments, 
igreed  to  by  the  House,  as  follows,  viz.  <*  That 
n  order  to  lessen  the  Debts  of  this  nation,  a 
ower  be  given  to  the  comcAissioners  of  his 
it^«9^*s  treasury  or  the  high  treasurer  for 
be  time  being,  at  any  times  within  one 
ear,  and  from  tbence  to  the  end  of  the 
ext  session  of  parliament,  and  by  such  pro- 
ortions  at  a  time  as  he  orttiev  shall  find 
>  be.  most  for  the  admntage  of  the  public, 
1  make  fbrtl),  or  cause  to  be  made  forth,  at 
tie  Kxciieqner,  any  number  of  new  Exchequer 
ills,  so  as  all  the  principal  sums  to  be  contained 
iiereln,  do  not,  in  the. whole,  exceed  one  mil- 
on  (over  and  above  the  Bxcbeqber  bills  raen- 
onecT  in  the  proposition  of  tbe  Sonth  Sea 
lompany,  accepted  by  the  House ;)  and  that 
iie  said  new  Exchequer  bills  may  bear  an  in- 
?resc  jiot  exceeding  the  rate  of  2^1  per  cenc 
er  ann.  and  that  as  well  tbe  money  which  wns 
dvanced  by  the  South  Sea  Comoany  fpr  tlieir 
dditioDal  st(v^,  by  means  of  the  late  sabscrip- 
ioos  towards  redeeming  the  lottery  annuities  of 
be  jeer  17  lO,  and  doth  now  remain  in  the  Ex- 
hequer ;  as  also  ihe  surplus  monies  arising 
[tuirterly  upon  the  several  funds,  called  the 
^jggregate  Fend,  and  the  fund  of  the  South  Sea 
^Offupaoy,  and.  of  the  revenues  charged  with 
Ee  fuod,  called  tbeOeueral  Yearly  Fund,  as  also 
be  overplus  of  the  same  general  fund,  when 
uch  over|i|lus  shall  happen  (after  the  sum  of 
•20,000/.  according  to  an  act  of  the  fifth  year 
f  \\\y  maje^y's  reiitn,  shall  be  applied  for  dis- 
b&rg^g  and  cancelling  such  Exchequer  bills 
s  are  tfierein  mentioned)  be  made  a  fund  or 
ecuriry  for  answering  all  demands  of  principal 
nd  interest,  upon  the  said  oew  Exchequer  bills, 
irbich  ^ball  be  authorized  to  be  made  forth  as 
iuretaid,  and  tha^  the  said  commissioners  of 
he  treasorv,  or  bigh'treasprer  for  the  time 
leiiw,  lie  also  impowe red  to  issue  the  said  new 
^chequer  bills,  bv  way  of  loan  or  advance,  co 
be  corporatioo  of  tiie  governor  and  company 
f  merchants  of  Great  Britain  trading  to  the 
outh  Sea  and  other  parts  of  America,  and  for 
ncouraging  the  fisliery,  or  to  some  person  or 
arsons  in  trnst  for  them,  the  said  corpora- 
ion  giving  security  upon  their  present,  or  to  be 
icreased  annuity,  or  weekly  payment  out  of 
be  Exchequer,  for  the  payment  of  tbe  principal 
urns  iso  lent,  with  an  interest  not  exceeding  the 
EUe  of  61  per  cent,  per  annum,  taking  care 
bet  upon  repayment  of  the  said  prmcipal,  the 
anie,  with  ihe  mserest  accruing  thereupon,  be 
epleced  in  the  Exchequer  upon  the  same  funds 
r  beads  of  remains  there,  from  which  the  said 
rincipal  shall  have  been  taken,  and  be  applied 
awards  discharging  national  debts  and  incum- 
renoes,  incurred  before  the  S5th  of  December 
710,  according  to  such  act  or  acts  of  parliament 
IS  shall  be  made  in  that  behalf,  and  not  other- 
rise;  and  that  a  just  account  may  be  made  to 
he  pnblic  of  the  monies  so  employed,  and  the 
[icreaae  thereof:''  And  a  Bil)  was  ordered  to 
e  bfomcht  ia  upon  tbemd  Besolutk>u« 

VoZrvH. 


A  Bill  for  securing  the  Dependency  of  Ire- 
land*] Feb.  22.  A  Bill  intituled,  •  An  Act 
'  for  the  better  securing  tbe  Dependency  of 

*  •*  During  this  session,  a  Bill,  for  better 
securing  the  dependency  of  Ireland  upon  the 
crown  of  Great  Britain,  passed  both  Houses. 
This  bill  took  its  rise,  from  an  appeal  to  the 
House  of  Peers  in  England,  by  Maurice  Ao- 
nesley,  sgainst  a  decree  of  tbe  House  of  Peers 
in  Ireland :  which  the  British  House  of  Peera 
received^  and  ordered  the  barons  of  tbe  ex- 
chequer in  Ireland  to  cause  Mr.  Annesley  to 
be  ^mhwith  put  in  possession  of  certain  lands 
in  the  cot^ity  of  Kildare,  of  which  he  had 
been  dispossessed  by  virtue  of  a*  decree  of  the 
House  of  Peers  in  Ireland.  Pursuant  to  this 
order,  the  barons  of  tbe  exchequer  in  that  king- ' 
doro,  issued  out  an  injunction  to  Alexander, 
^  Burrows,  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Kildare,  and 
8ft  several  fines  upon  him,  for  refusing  to  put 
it  in  execution ;  which  the  House  of  Peers 
ia  Ireland  discharged,  and  voted,  that  Jefferj 
Gilbert,  lord  chief  baron  of  the  exchequer, 
John  Pocklington,  and  sir  John  St.  Leger,  the 
otherbarons,  of  the  exdiequer  in  Ireland,  bad 
acted  in  manifest  derogation  to  the  king's  pre- 
rogative, in  bis  high  court  of  parliament  in 
Ireland,  as  also  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
this  kingdom,  and  of  the  pariiament  thereof. 
These  barons  were  also  ordered  to  be  taken 
into  custody  of  the  usher  of  tbe  black  rod. 

^*  The  House  of  Peers  in  Ireland  drew  up  a 
long  reprepentation  to  be  transmitted  to  tbe 
king,  setting  forth  their  right  to  the  final  ju- 
dicature of  causes  in  that  kingdom ;  and.  the 
duke  of  Leeds,  in  a  protest  against  a  vote  passed 
in  the  House  of  Peers  in  Englf^d,  gave  fifteen 
reasons  to  support  the  claim  of  the  Hoose  of 
Peers  in  Ireland.  But  tbe  Hoose  of  Lordlin 
England  resolved,  *  That  the  barons  of  the  bx-  . 
chequer  in  Ireland  bad  acted  with  courage 
accordiiig  to  law,  in  sunport  of  his  maje^'s 
prerogative,  and  with  fidelity  to  the  crowii  of 
Great  Britain  '^  and  ordered  an  Address  to 
the  king,  '  for  conferring  on  them  some  marks 
of  his  royal  favour  as  may  be  a  recompence 
for  the  ill  usage  they  have  received,  by  being, 
unjustly  censured,  and  illegally  imprisoned  for 
doing  their  duty.'  Then  it  was  that  the  Bill 
for  securing  the  Dependency  pf  Ireland  was 
brought  in/  ^    TindaL    . 
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«die  kinidom  of  Irelaod  qpon  the  crown  of 
*  Gre^c  Britain  ;^  was  read  a  third  time  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  paued  and  carried  down  to 
the  Commons. 

March  4.  The  said  Bill  was  read  a  second 
time  :  and  a  motion  being  made  for  committing 
it  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  Ronse,  it  oc- 
casioned a  debate.  Mr.  Pitt  first  spoke  against 
the  Bill,  sajfiag,  It  seemed  ailculated  for  no 
Other  pnrpose  than  to  increase  the  power  of 
th^  British  House  of  Peers,  which  in  his  opi- 
nion, was  already  hot  too  great.  He  was  se> 
Conded  bjr  Mr.  Walter  Plommer^  who  excepted 
against  the  preamble  of  the  bill,  as  incoherent 
with  the  enacting  pvrt,  which  was  partlj  owned 
by  sir  Joseph  Jekyll,  who,  in  the  m^a,  spoke 
for  the  bill.  Mr.  Hungerford,  on  the  contrary 
side,  endeavoured  to  shew,  that  Ireland  was 
ever  independent,  with  respect  to  courts  of 
"judicature:  And  he  was  supported  by  the 
iord  Moleswq'rth,  the  lord  Tvrconnel,  and  some 
other  members :  But  Mr.  Pi)ilip  YorKe,  having 
backed  sir  Joseph  Jekyll :  and  the  question 
being  put  upon  thf  motion,  it  was  carried  in 
the  affirmative,  by  140  against  Q3,^  and  S(i  the 
bill  was  committed  to  a  committee  of  jthe  whole 
House  ;  and  was  passed  on  the  36th.  ^^ 


*  **  Abont  this  time  a  misunderstanding 
happened  between  Mr.  Lechraere,  attorney- 
general,  and  sir  Willian»  Thoupsonj  solicitor-, 
general,  which  was  carried  so  far  m  a  grand 
committee  of  the  Commons,  the  16th  of  March, 
that  sir  William  charged  Mr.  Lechinere  with 
breach  of  hi^  oath,  trust*  and  duty,  as  a  priry- 
connsellor;  urging, '  that  be  acted  as  counsel, 
and  received  sums  of  money  for  his  advic^  in 
tiutters  to  him  referred  by  the  privy  council, 
as  attorney  ^neral/  After  this,  he  proceeded 
to  the  reading  of  several  report^  made  eithjer 
by  the  attorney  seneral  or  himself,  but  was  in- 
temipteci  by  Mr.  Cra^,  who  said,  *  They 
fvere  not  there  to  eiamine,  who  was  the  bmt 
lawyer;  but  that,  a  heavy  accusation  having 
been  raised  against  a  j^tleman  ofdistmguished 
merit,  and  in  very  eminent  stations,  it  was  in- 
cumbent upon  the  accuser  to  produce  clear 
evidence  to  make  good  his  chai]ge/  Upon  this, 
Itfr.  Lechmere  stood  up  in  his  own  defence, 
and  said,  *  he  had  the  honour  to  jbe  a  privy 
counsellor  chancellor  of  the  duchy,  attorney  ge- 
neral, a  metnber  6f  that  House,  and  a  gentleman ; 
tnd  theref^e  such  a  heinous  accusation  could 
not  but  fiUl  the  heavier  upon  him :  That  he 
owned  himself  liable  to  a  |reat  many  human 
frailtieB  and  imperfections;  but  as  his  con- 
iciencQi  intirely  acquitted  him  of  the  crimes  laid 
^0  his  charge,  so  he  defied  all  the  world,  and 
the  worst  of  his  enemies,  to  prove;  him  guilty 
tff  corruption  or  unwarrantable  practices:  That 
though  he  was  thus  wrongfully  accused  in  so 
solemn  a  manner,  yet,  as  a  good  Christian,  he 
did  heartily  forgive  his  licenser,  and  waswillini; 
Ip  believe,  that  be  was  prompted  to  this  rash 
•ction,  rather  by  mistake,  or  ignorance,  than 
by  malice ;  concluding,  with  d^rine  that 
hMQuakU  anembliy  to  4ik  «Bd  wei^  the 


Ikhate  on  a  Cloute  to  be  adde^^  ike  4Mf 
Sea  Bill.'}  March  39.  Upon  the  fMfing  of 
the  order  of  the  day,  for  the  flons*  lo  rea^v* 
itself  into  a  grand  committee,  upon  the  *  m 
*  for  enabling  the  South  Sea^Companj  to  ith- 
^  crease  their  Capital  Stock, &c.'  It  wa^qnivred^ 
That  the  accounts  relatfng  to  Amuiitiesy'  Lot- 
teries, and  Army  Debenture^,  be  referred  to  dbt 
said  Committee.  After  tins  a  Vnotion  waa 
made,  **  That  for  rendering  effectual  sod  cer- 
tain to  the  public,  the  undertakhi|;  of  the  Sooth 
Sea  Company  to  take  die  anAuitiae  far  certain 
terms  of  years,  it  be  an  instruction  to  tbe  said 
committee,  That  they  shodd  have  power  to  ie« 
ccive  Proposals  from  the  Sooth  Sra  Cotnpmj, 
whereby  it  might  be  6xed  and  determined  what 
share  or  shares  of  and  in  the  to  be  increased 
capital  stock  of  the  said  company,  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  said  annuities  should  be  entmed 
to  have  and  enjoy,  who  shotlld  voluntarily  sub- 
scribe the  same  into  die  said  stock,  or  how 
many  years  purchase  in  money  they  should  Hasve 
and  receive  upon  subscribing,  at  the  choice  of 
the  proprietors;  and  that  the  committee  liboM 
have  power  to  receive  a  daose  or  dauses  ac> 
cordinglv."  This  morion  occasioned  a  irery 
warm  debate,  tha^  fasted  from  one  of  the 
clock  in  the  afternoon,  till  near  seven  in  the 
evening,  in  which  Robert*  and  Horatio  Wal> 


whole  matter  with  their  osaal  candour^ 

tiality,  and  equity,  and  to  expose  any  nis^ 

expressions,  that  might  escape  him,  in.  vtndicat- 
ing  his  innocence.'  After  this,  several  witniesaei 
were  sworn,  and  eight  or  nine  of  them  cs* 
amined;  but,  their  dsposttioiis  amouathwts 
no  more  than  that  Mr.  Lechttiete  had  (aSfls 
nothing  but  his  usual  fees,  as  cbauber-coiiB* 
seller,  the  accusation  laid  against  hhn  weg* 
peared  noundless  to  the  committee,  and  was 
declared  by  the  House  to  be  malicfoas,  Urn, 
and  scandalous.''  Tindal. 

*  «'  The  Bill  was  warmfy  opposed  by  WW* 
pole,  who  spoke  in  fevoor  or  the  Baok.  Bi 
vain  he  displayed  the  fallacy  of  the  Boath  9Qa 
Scheme,  and  the  grear  dtfierence  between  tha< 
and  the  Bank,  by  shewing,  that  the  com- 
pany was  not  limited  in  the  price  they  were  (o 
put  on  the  Stock  made  over  to  them ;  wheivaa 
the  Bank  oOfered  a  specific  sum  of  1,7001.  stock, 
for  every  hundred  pounds  in  the  lone  annidtSet, 
and  the  same  proportion  for  the  lAort  a|urai- 
ties.  In  vain  he  ut;ged,.that  it  ooentenanoed 
the  pernicious  practice  of  stock  jobbisg,  by 
diverting  the  genius  of  the  nktioo  feom  trad^ 
and  industry;  that  it  held  out  a  dangerous  lore 
fur  decoyinz  the  unwary  to  their  ruin  by  a  ftdss 
prospect  of  gain,  and  to  part  widi  the  gradoal 

rfits  of  their  labour,  h>r  itasgifiaTy  weal^. 
rain  he  insisted,  that  if  the  Iroposal  of  ^ 
South  Sea  Company  should  be  accepted,  the 
rise  of  their  stock  otight  to  be  limited.  In  tain 
he  dwelt  on  the  miseries  and  confttsibn  which 
then  prevailed  in  France,  from  the  adoptioa  of 
similar  measures.  Ih  tain  bjc  atiped,  tfasit  as 
the  whole  success  of  the  scheme  most  dnit0f 
depeod  00  ifae  riit  of  tte  stock,  tbei  smat  |tti«« 
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y^lCr.Pitc  Mr.  G<mld»iirRichafdStMk, 
•DO  some  omr  uMmberSy  tpoke  in  fiuroiir 
0/  tli0  «BQuiti0tty  who  lent  out  their  mo- 
ocfi  iat  the  airport  of  the  covemineDt,  widi 
baard  and  nn^erlaiat^ ;  end  h$if\og  iiuidc  a 
contract  with  the  leflaleture,  and  purchased 
yeari/ renfa  for  ndiiaDle  conaiderationa,  ought 
sot  10  be  )eft  at  the  mercj  of  a  private  com- 
pany. It  was  aOedged.  on  the  other  side,  b? 
Mr.Tbomai  Pelham,  Mr.  Yonge>  air  Joseph 
Jskjfl,  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  £(d»e<)uer,  and 
ssaie  other  aentlemeoy  That  the  obhiing  the 
Soath  3<a  Companj  to  fix  a  price  upon  the 
iBoaitiesi  might  cndang^  the  socceaa  of  so 
beneficial  aa  undertaking}  tliat  aa  it  waa  the 
ifllerest  of  the  company  to  take  in  the  aaid  an- 
Bokicsy  so  no  doubt  waa  to  be  made,  but  they 
would  use  all  their  endaaTOura  for  that  pur- 
pose; and  would  offer  such  advantageous  con- 
diuoas  to  the  aonoitsuita,  as  would  encourage 
tbeoi  to  oome  in  voluntarily:  that  therefore 
thejoe^  to  jdlew  the  jald  company  a  com> 
pcteot  time  to  try,  what  they  oould  do;  and  if 
10  a  subsequent  sesason  of  parliament  it  should 
appear,  that  the  conditions  they  had  offered  to 
tbe  aoottitantawere  not  reasonable,  and  cons^ 
jaemly  bad  proved  ineffectual,  the  Commons, 
u  sacb  a  case,  migbt  give  what  direction  they 
Jbooia  think  proper  about  that  matter.  Thefe, 
vd.<Hber  reasons  that  were  urged  on  the  same 
a^lyui  so  much  weight,  that  the  ^ueation 
Wii^  pat  upon  the  motmo  beforementioned,  it 
psised  in  the  negative^  by  a  majority  of  X44 
voicei  against  140^  Then  the  House  having 
molved  itself  into  a  grand  committee,  made 
"MM  progress  in  the  bill.* 

cipia  of  the  project  was  aa  evil  of  the  first  mag- 
Mode;  it  waa  to  raise  artificially  the  value  of 
fbe  stock,  by  exciting  and  keeping  up  a  general 
iifctnation,  and  by  promisiog  dividends  out  of 
•  faads  which  would  not  be  adeouate.to  the  pur- 
B«t  la  vain  he  predicted^  that  if  the  esub^ 
mneot  succeeded,  the  directors  would  be- 
•Me  flUMters  of  the  government,  furm  an  abso- 
toe  aiistocracy  in  ihe  kingdom,  and  controul 
^retohitiooa  of  the  legislature;  or  if  it  did 
set  saceaacL  the  ftulore  would  cauae  a  general 
dinaataat.  He  doaed  bis  speech  by  observ- 
^  that  aacb  woaki  be  the  deloaive  cons^ 
fitMcs^  that  the  public  would  conceive  it  a 
dMan.  Hia  aigumenia  and  bia  eloquence  were 
^  aa  atail  tie  wia  compared  by  hia  frienda 
^  Cassandra,  predicting  evib  which  would 

abebdieved  when  the  event  proved  their 
y,  aad  only  depraeated  when  they  were 
Ml;  and  ha  whose  aneeche%  in  mattera  of 
wna,  eeea^d  the  Houae  with  more  than 
^lalaltaatioo,  waa  now  acarcely  heard.  The 
P^j^Mnee  waa  given  to  the  South  Sea,  and  the 
^  waa  alterwarda  carcyed  by  a  mmority  oC 
<MiadhBB9aol.''  Coie's  Walpoie. 
^  *  Whilat  thia  groat  affair  was  debating  in 
^Osoaa  of  CoiMBona,  the  Stock  Jobbera  in 
awbaaas  alley,  weaa  in  perpetual  hurry,  being 
jyd  about  hetwaabopea  and  fears,  upon  thp 
**MK  aaamiati  |hiy  mcunif  akaost  every 


The  South  Sm  Bill  passes  (As  Commons.} 
ApriU.  An  engrossed  fiJl,  «  For  enabling  tha 

*  SouUi-Sea  Commmy  to  increase  their  present 

*  Capital  Stock,*  &c.  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  some  Amendment  having  been  made  there* 
to  by  tbe  House,  the  question  was  put,  That  tha 
aaid  Sill  do  pass,  which,  after  a  debate,  wea 
carried  m  the  Affirmative,  by  IJit  anunst  65, 
and  tbe  aaid  Bill  was  sent  up  to  theXords  fof 
their  concurrence. 

i)ehat€  in  the  Lordi  on  the  South  Sea  BilLJ 
April  4.  The  Lords  read  that  Bill  tbe  first  time, 
and  the  question  being  put.  That  it  be  read  a  se* 
coad  time,  the  same,  after  a  amall  debate,  %vm 
carried  in  the  affirmative  without  dividing.  The 
next  d&y  the  Bill  was  read  a  second  time  accord- 
ingfy ;  and  then  it  was  moved.  That  it  be  com* 
muted  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House, 
which  occasioned  a  great  debate. 

The  Lord  tiorth  and  Grey  spoke  first  against 
the  Bill,  and  said,  <  That  in  his  judgment,  it 
was  unjust  in  iu  nature,  and  might  prove  &tsd 
in  its  consequenoes ;  since  it  seemed  calculated 
fur  the  enricoing  of  a  few,  tihd  the  impoverish* 
ing  of  a  great  many,  and  not  only  ipade  way 
for,  but  countenanced  and  authorised  the  frao- 
duknt  and  pemiciout  practice  of  Stock-iobbing, 
which  produced  an  irreparable  mischief,  by 
diverting  the  genius  of  the  people  firom  trade 
and  industry.    His  lordahip  waa  backed  by 

The  Duka  of  Whartmif  who  endeavoured 
chieffy  to  evince,  That  the  South-S^  project 
might  jprove  of  infinite  dikadvantagia  to  the  na> 
tiou ;  first,  as  it  gave  fi>reigners  sm  opportunity 
to  double  and  treble  tbe  vast  sums  they  bad  in 
our  public  iiinda,  which  coofd  not  but  tempt/ 
them  to  withdraw  their  capital  atock,with  their 
immense  gains,  to  other  ooontriea,  which  might 
drain  Great  Britain  of  a  considerable  part  of 
ita  gold  and  silver.  Secondly,  thdt  the  artificki 
and  piodlgioua  riae  of  the  Soutli-Sea  Stock  waa 
a  dangeroua  bait,  which  might  decoy  uuiny  un- 
wary people  to  their  rvtih^  and  allure  them  by  a^ 
fiuse  prospect  of  gain,  to  part  with  what  they 
bad  c[ot  by  their  labour  and  mdustry,  to  purchase 
imagmary  riches.  And  in  th^  Ihira  place. 
That  the  addition  of  above  tliirty  millions  new 
capital,  woufd  give  such  a  vast  power  to  th* 


minute,  from  their  ageuts  and  friends  in  West- 
minster :  but  aa  soon  as  it  was  known,  that^he 
Clause  offered  to  cramp  the  South  Sea  Com- 
pany's project,  had  been  rejected,  the  stocks  of 
that  company,  which,  since  the  Commons  had 
accepted  their  acheme,  were  gradually  risen 
from  ISO,  to  above  SOO,  advanced  to  near  400; 
but,  after  aome  fluctuation,  aettled  at  about 
330;  in  which  condition,  with  little  variatioq, 
they  continued  till  the  end  of  this  montn.  We 
must  however  take  notice,  That  this  prodigious 
rise  of  the  South  Sea  stock  was  not  altogether 
owing  to  natural  causes,  but  was  rather  the  re* 
stdt  of  very  artificial enaines,  and  secret  springs 
that  were  Set  to  work,  both  at  home  and" 
abroad^  by  those  who  had  no  small  concern  in 
the  sttcoenof  thia  affair.^    P^tii^lSute^ 
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feoutly-sea  Company,  as  mi^t  endfngtx  tbe 
Hberties  of  the  nation,  and,  in  time,  suhyert 
our  excellent  constitution ;  since  by  their  ex- 
tensive interest  they  uiight  infloeace  most,  if 
l^ot  all  the  elections  of  the  members,  and  con-< 
sequeutly  over-rule  the  Resolutions  of  the  House 
of  Commons. 

Earl  Cowper  spoke  also  against  the  Bill,  and 
said,  That  hke  the  Trojan  horse,  it  was  usher- 
ed in,  and  received  with  great  pomp  and  ac- 
clamations of  joy ;  but  was  contrived  for  trea- 
chery and  destruction.  His  lordship  urged  in  par- 
ticular, That  in  all  public  bargains,  it  is  a  duty 
incumbent  on  them  who  are  intrusted  with  the 
administration,  to  cake  care  that  the  same  be 
more  advantageous  to  the  state  than  to  private 
persons;  but  that  a  quite  contrary  method 
sfeemed  to  have  been  followed  in  the  contract 

.snade  with  the  South  Sea  Company:  for  if  the 
stocks  were  kept  up  to  the  advanced  price  to 
which  they  had  been  raised  up  by  the  oblique 
mrts  of  Stock-jobbing,  either  that  company,  or 
its  principal  members,  ^ould  gain  above  thirty 
millious  sterling,  of  which  they  gave  but  one 
fourth  part  towards  the  discharge  of  the  na- 
tional debts.  That  though  this  Scheme  carried 
the  face  of  public  good,  -jtt  nothing  could  be 
60,  that  was  founded  on  injustice,  as  his  lord- 
ship took  this  bill  to  be :  that  he  apprehended, 
"in  particular,  that  the  main  public  intention  of 
it,  viz.  therepurchaseof  annuities,  would  meet 

^with  insuperable  difficulties ;  and  that,  in  such 
a  case,  none  but  a  few  persons,  "who  are  in  the 
secret,  and  had  early  bought  stocks  at  a  low 
rate,  and  afterwards  sold  them  at  a  high  price, 
would,  in  the  end,  be  gainers  by  this  project. 

Tlie  Duke  of  Buckingham,  and  some  other 
Peers,  woke  on  the  sam6  side ;  but 

The  Earl  of  Sunderland  answered  most  ef 
th^r  objections :  and,  among  other  things,  said. 
That  they  who  encouraged  and  countenanced 
the  scheme  of  the  South-Sea  Company,  had 
nothing  in  their  view,  but  the  easing  the  nation 

^of  part  of  that  heavy  load  of  debt  it  labours 

\nder;  That  on  the  other  hand,  the  managers 
for  that  Company  had,  undoubtedly,  a  pros- 
pect of  private  gain,  either  to  themselves,  or 
to  tl^ir  corporation;  but  that,  when  that 
tpheme  was  accepted,  neither  the  one  or  the 
ether  could  foresee  that  the  stocks  would  liave 
risen  to  the  price  they  were  now  advanced : 
That  if  they  had  continued  as  they  were  at  that 
time,  the  public  would  have  had  the  far  greater 
share  of  the  advantage  accruing  from  that 
scheme ;  and  if  the  stocks  were  kept  up  to  the 
price  they  had  been  raised  to,  which  was  not 

'  unlikely,  it  was  but  reasonable  that  the  South- 
Sea  Company  should  enjoy  the  profit  procured 
to  it  l^  the  wise  management  and  industry  of 
its  directors,  which  would  enable  it  both  to 
make  large  dividends  among  its  members,  and  ^ 
thereby  to  compass  the  ends  intended  by  this 
schemed  After  thb  the  question  for  commit- 
ting the  Bill  being  put,  it  was  carried  in  the 
atfirmaiive,by  amajority  of  83  voices  against  17. 
TAe  South  Sea  Billpasies  the  Lordi.]  April 
6.  The  Lords,  in  a  grand  Committee,  oonsidmd 


of  the  said  Bill,  went  ^iroegb  it,  wttbotitaiij 
amendm^it,  and  without  dividing;  mad  on 
Thursday  the  7th  of  April,  read  it  the  third  tine, 
agree^  to  it,  and  sent  a  message  to  the  C4mi- 
mons  to  acquaint  them  tbierewith. 

The  King*i  Menage  relating  to  erecting  Car» 
porationsjor  insuring  Ship$  and  Merchandise] 
May  4.  Mr.Aislabie,  Chancellor  of  the  £x- 
chequer,  presented  to  the  House  of  Commons^ 
tlte  following  Message  from  the  King. 

"G.il. 

'*  His  majesty  having  received  several  Pe- 
titions fron\great  fiumbersof  the  most  emiomt 
merchants  of  the  City  of  LondoU,  hnrobly  pny- 
ing,  that  he  would  be  graciously  pleued  to 
grant  them  his  letters .  patents  for  erecting  cor- 
porations to  insure  ships  and  merchancnze  ;* 
aud  the  said  merchants  having  offered  to  ad- 
tance  and  pay  i^  considerable  sum  of  money  lor 
hb  majesty's  use,  in  case  they  may  obtain  let- 
ters patents  accordingly ;  his  majesty  bdofr  of 
opinion,. that  erecting  two  such  corporations 
exclusive  only  of  all  other  corporations  aod 
societies  for  insuring  of  ships  and  mercfaaa- 
dix^,  under  proper  restrictions  and  re^lationc, 
may  be  of  great  advantage  and  seeunc  j  to  the 
trade  and  commerce  of  Uie  kingdom,  is  wilfieg 
and  desirous  to  be  strengthened  by  the  advice 
and  assistance  of  this  House,  in  matters  of<chis 
nature  and  importance ;  be  therefore  hopes  fbr 
their  ready  concurrence  to  secure  and  oonfim 
the  privileges  his  majesty  shall  grant  to  wnek 
corporations,  and  to  enable  him  to  diachaige 
the  debts  of  his  civil  government,  without  b«v- 
deniog  his  people  with  any  aew  aid  or  supply." 

Hereupon  a  Bill  was  ordered  to  be  bron^t 
in,  to  enable  bis  majesty  to  grant  Letters  of 
Incorporation  to  the  uses  and  purp06c#  men- 
tioned in  his  majesty's  Message.^ 

Qlay  6.  Mr.  Henry  Pelbam  inade  a  oaocioB 
/or  an  Address  to  return  bis  mi^esty  the  tkseiks 
of  this  House,  for  his  gracious  con ' 


*  "  Several  projects  were  now  set  on  foot; 
particulariy  for  establishing  the  two  companies 
of  the  Royal  Assurance,  headed  by  lord  Ooslow, 
and  of  the  London  Assurance  bytbe  ioidClwt^ 
wynd.  The  projectors  had  been  veryindoi- 
tnous  to  bespeak  the  c<Niutenance  of  tte 
House  of  Commons,  for  whicH  they  bad  ca|Ded 
two  letters  to  be  printed  andgiren  to  the  aem- 
bers.  '  But,  these  and  aH  other  aolidt^iont 
having  proved  ineffectual,  the  manascrs  for 
die  two  Companies  had  recourse  to  ouiCr  nie> 
thods,  and  being  informed  that  the  Civil  List 
was  considerably  in  arrears  (for  which  no  pre- 
vbiou  had  been,  or  coold  convenicotly  bemslde 
by  the  parliament,  because!  the  grand  i 


tee  of  Supply  had  been  inadvertently  diiasisctJ) 
they  offered  to  the  ministiy  600^000^  tafwanb 
the  discharge  of  that  debt,  in  cnse  they  migte 
obtain  the  ling's  charier,  with  the  P^flin- 
mentary  sanction  for  the  cMablisbment  of  tbdr 
respecDve  companies.  The  mimscsn,  Wing 
at  a  loss  for  means  to  pay  the  chil  list  ikkn, 
readily  embraced  theoQprr  Ti^al. 
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in  desiring  the  advice  of  this 'House  upon  « 
matter  of  saefa  importance,'  ss  the  insurance 
•f  ships  and  merchandize,  and  to  acknowledge 
Aos  majesty's  go^nessin  appljringtbe  advan- 
tages aristJd^  to  him  from  such  proposals,  to  the 
ose  of  his  avil  government,  fer  the  support  of 
the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  crown,  without 
l»drdeoing  his  people  with  any  new  aid  or  sup- 
ply :  and  to  absure  his  majesty,  That  this 
House  would  most  readily  concur  to  make  his 
majesty's  most  gracious  intentions  eflfectual,  lor 
the  ease,  security,  and  welfare  of  his  trading 
•objecu.  Mr.  Pelham  being  seconded  by  Mr. 
Bobert  Walpde,*  it  was  resolved  to  present 
the  said  AcMress,  and  ft  Committee  was  ap- 
^inted  to  draw  it  up« 

Tke  Common^  Addrcit  ifiereon,]  May  7. 
Mr.  Boscawen  acquainted  the  House,  that  the 
king  had  given  directions,  pursuant  to  the  de- 
sires of  the  House,  expressed  in  those  two  Ad- 
dresses ;  and,  in  the  afterneon,  the  Commons, 
in  a  body,  waited  on  his  majesty  with  their  Ad- 
dress of  thanks  for  his  majesty's  Message  as 
follows: 

**  Most  Gracious  Sovereign ; 
"  We  your'  majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
•ohjects,  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in  par- 
liament assembled,  return  your  ^hiaies^  our 
faumble  thanks,  for  conununicating  to  this  House 


'  ^  <<  On  the  6th  of  May,  WaJpole  seconded  a 
motion,  made  by  Pelham,  for  an  Address  of 
cbanks  to  the  king  ;  on  the  4th  of  June  he  was 
•ppotated  Paymaster  General  of  the  Forces, 
md  on  the  11th,  Townshend  was  nominated 
President  of  the  Council.  Previously,  how- 
evep,  to  thb  firrangement,  Walpole  had,  in 
oonj unction  with  the  duke  of  Devonshire,  been 
the  principal  means  of  effecting  a  reconciliation 
lieCween  the  king  and  the  prince  of  Wales, 
whose  misunderstanding  had  arisen  to  so  alarm- 
ing a  height,  as  to'  threaten  'a  disturbance  of 
the  pebtic  tranquillity.  The  honour  of  effecting 
the  reconciliation  in  the  royal  family  was  prin- 
cipally doe  to  Waipole.  In  a  conference 
^faich  be  held  with  dnnderlaad,  to  arrange  the 
plan  of  a  joint  administration,  the  minister, 
yvho  was  averse  to  the  union  of  the  two  courts, 
endeavoured  to  detach  him  from  the  prince, 
and  otfered  himmoY  conditions  for  himselt  and 
^ieiids,  provided  be  would  consent  that  the 
prince  sbouldi  reoMua  in  disgrace.  But  Wal- 
pole rejected  these  overtures,  and  insisted  od 
•the  tceoDciliatiiin,  as  an  indispensable  preHmi- 
-fliaf  V,  bdbra  he  would  listen  to  any  terms  of 
coaktioQ.  Having  eitorted  this  concession,  he, 
•with  the  assistanoe  of  the  duke  of  Devonshire, 
disposed  the  prince  of  Wales  to  write  a  sob- 
missive  letter,  ia  which  pennisaion  was  re* 
•guested  to  wait  upon  tbe  king.  He  was  ac- 
.  coidingly  admitted  to  a  private  conference, 
and  on  ms  return  from  the  palace  to  Leicester- 
iiouse,  whera  be  bad  taken  up  his  residence, 
fras  attended  by  a  parCv  pf  guards,  and  irom 
%bnt  time  the  Either  and  son  appeared  to  be 
if^coDCtled.*'  Ohm's  Wmlpole. 


the  application  made  to  your  miyesty  for  ob^ 
taining  the  Charters  for  insuring  of  Ships  and 
Merchandises.  Your  majesty  being  graciously 
pleased  not  to  take  any  steps,  in  a  matter  of 
such  importance  to  the  trade  and  commerce  of 
the  kingdom,  without  the  advice  and  concur^ 
rence  of  your  parliament,  \i  an  instance  of  so 
much  condescension,  as  deserves  the  highest 
returns  of  duty  and  thankfulness. 

"  We  acknowledge  your  majesty's  goodness* 
in  applying  to  the  use  of  the  civil,  government 
the  advautages  arising  to  your  majesty  from' 
such  proposals.  It  b  a  great  satblaction  ter 
your  Commons,  to  see  the  honour  and  dignity 
of  the  crown  supported  under  the  difficulties, 
which  the  necessity  of  your  majesty's  affiurs 
may  have  occasioned,  without  laying  the  burden 
of  any  new  aid  or  supply  upon  your  people. 

''  And  we  beg  leave  to  assure  your  majesty, 
that  this  House  is  resolved  to  render  effectual 
your  majesty's  gracious  intentions  for  the  ease^ 
security  and  welfare  of  your  Irading  subjects^'' 

7%e  Kin^s  Answer.']  To  this  Addreu  the 
King  returned  the  following  Answer  z 

^  Gentlemen ;  . 
*^  I  receive  this  Address  as  a  particular  mark 
of  your  affection  to  me.  It  is  a  new  proof  to 
me,  and  all  the  world,  how  much  I  can  always 
depe^id  upon  it.  I  thank  you  for  it  in  a  putif  u<^ 
lar  manner." 

The  King'i  Speech  at  theCkee  <ftke  SetnonA 
June  11.  The  King  came  to  the  Houan  of 
Peers,  and  the  Commons  being  sent  for  and 
attending  his  mi^Jesty,  gave  the  royal  assent  to 
several  public  and  private  bills.  After  which, 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  by  his  maje^s  com- 
mands, read  the  following  Speech  to  both 
Houses : 

**  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen ; 

**  I  am  now  come  to  put  an  end  to  this  ses- 
sion, which  though  it  hath  advanced  so  for  into 
the  summer,  cannot  be  thought  a  tedious  one, 
when  we  consider  how  much  business  hath  been 
done,,and  the  great  advanti^ges  that  may  be  ex^ 
pected  from  it. 

**YouT  seasonable  vigour  and  perseverance  to 
support  me  in  the  measures  I  have  taken  witb 
my  allies,  for  restoring  the  tranquillity  of  £u- 
rbpe,  have  produced  most  of  the  effects  I  could 
desire ;  much  the  greatest  part  of  Christendom 
is  already  fireed  from  the  calan^ities  of  war,  and 
by  what  hath  happened  both  abroad  and  at 
home,  my  people  must  be  convinced,  that 
their  welrare  is  inseparable  from  the  streegth 
and  security  of  my  government.  ' 

^*  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons  ; 

'^  I  return  you  my  thanks  for  the  Supplies 
you  have  raised  for  the  service  of  the  current 
year,  and  it  is  aparticular  satisfoction  to  me, 
that  a  method  has  been  found  out  for  making 

{(ood  the  deficiencies  of  my  Civil  List,  without 
ayinc  any  new  burthen  upon  my  subjects.  The 
Eood  foundation  you  have  prepared  this  session 
for  the  payment  •  of  the  Natmnal  Debc^  and 
the  discbarge  of  a  great  part^  them.iwtthoui 
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tlM»l««st  violntioB  of  the  poUio  kith,  xnA 
I  hopt  ttrtngtben  mora  and  moro  tbo  vdiod  I 
desira  to  ae«  amoog  all  my  tulnccts^  and  mak« 
oarfnendship  yet  more  ▼aluaUe  to  all  ibreigo 
^wert. 

"  My  Lordf  and  Gentlemen ; 

'<  Yoo  will  tee  the  good  effect!  vwhieh  our 
ittadioess  bath  produced ;  there  remains  but 
little  on  oor  part,  to  satisfy  Uie  world,  that 
qiore  credit,  security  and  jpeatoeti,  is  to  be 
acquired  by  following  the  views  of  peace,  and 
adhering  strictly  to  j use  engage mento,  than  by 
dependmg  on  the  advantages  of  war,  or  by 
parsuine  the  measures  of  ambition.  To  com* 
plete  what  remains  unfinished,  I  propose  veiy 
apeedily  to  visit  my  dominions  in  Germany, 
boping  to  put  an  end  to  those  troubles  in  the 
North,  which  are  now  reduced  to  a  very  nar- 
rewk  compass.  I  flatter  myself,  that  my  pre* 
•tnee  this  summer  in  those  parts  will  prove  use- 
ful to  ear  poor  protestant  bretl^en,  tor  whom 
yoo  have  expressed  such  seasonable  and  chari- 
table sentiments, 

**  I  doobi  not  but  te  meet  yoo  again  next 
winter,  dimoaed  lo  pot  a  ini^hiag  band  to  aH 
those  good  works  which,  by  your  assistance, 
I  have  brought  so  near  to  perf^tion.  I  coald 
wish,  that  all  my  subjects,  coDvinced  by  time 
and  experience,  would  Uy  aside  those  par- 
tialities and  animosities  which  prevent  them 
horn  lifiog  quietly,  and  enjoying  the  bappi- 
iiest  of  a  mild  legal  government  i  it  is  what  I 
ebasa  torecommend  at  this  time^  whan  I  am 
•emible,  tbi(  all  oppotttion  to  it  is  become 
irain  aad  useless,  and  ean  only  end  anibrto* 
lontol/  fof/  those  who  shall  still  penist  hi 
•trag^jng  against  it.  I  am  perpoaded  that, 
Glaring  my  absenoe,  every  o«a  of  you  will 
take  partioular  cam  to  p^ettrve  the  peace  in 
jodl*  several  countries,  and  that  I  shall  6od 
you,  at  my  return,  in  sucb  a  state  of  tran- 
qaillity,  aa  wiH  shew  mankind  how  firmljr  my 
goveramenl  is  established;  wbieh  I  cbieAj 
desire,  because  I  think  the  secaritv  aad  pre- 
tervatioa  of  my  people,  apd  af  this  happy 
constitutioo,  depends  entire^  upon  k." 

Then  the  Lord  Chancellor,  by  bis  mi^eUy's 
command,  psorogiied  tba  ^Uamest  to  she 
iSth  of  July:  axer  which  it  was  by  several 
pmrogatioat  fiutber  prorogued  to  the  ^th  of 
X>ecember. 

Pbijicifal  Occwaauwaa  avmiiie  rum  Ha- 
%9a^^Th€  KiMg  got$  tQ  Banoo^r^^Fr^greu  rf 
%k€  So^k  iStfa  AgaiT%,^TU  fiiiMa.— Pre- 
f  ^ama^  a^^osasl  ^Ami.— .NcUumo/  lafaiaaiMii 
and  Deipair.-^AcMomU  ^  the  B^nh  Cominei. 
^WolfMi  Endmoomtn  le  restore  tkt  Credit 
cf  ik€  Comntry.-^Ths  Kimg  returtu  from 
Utm0Hr^JUrmin§  State  ^Ajfain*]  Upoa 
the  rising  of  the  parliament  the  kinp  held  a 
gpeat  ooufloil,  in  which  he  declared  his  ^esigM 
•f  visiting  his  dominions  in  Germanv^  aad 
aamcdr  the  lords  justices  during  his  absenoe* 
Tl^y  were  the  same  with  those  of  the  latfl 
-  -^    II 
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veart  to  wbom  werf  added  the  lord  TowBa- 
head  (who  was  declared  likewise  lord  presidaot 
of  the  coBodl)  and  the  duke  of  Oevonsbirc, 
The  king  in  the  same  coanoil,  conferred  also 
several  honours  and  preferments :  the  esirl  of 
Oonet  was  created  duke  of  Dorset;  tiie  earl 
of-^  Bfidgewater,  duke  of  Bridgewater;  tba 
lord  yisoooot  Castleton,  earl  Castietoa,  in 
the  coanty  of  York ;  Ilugh  Bascawen,  b«roo 
Boscawen,  aad  viscount  Falmouth  in  the 
county  of  Cornwall;  John  Wallop,  haroa 
Wallop  of  Wallop,  and  viscount  Lymingtoa  ia 
tbe  oopnty  of  Southampton. 

On  the  ISth  of  June,  the  kin^  embarked  at 
Greenwich,  on  board  ^e' Carolina  yaobt^aad 
landed  the  hext  morning  at  llelvoeuloys^  ^coai 
whence  he  proceeded  to  Hanover. 

Whilst  the  kii^  was  empbyed  abroad  la 
hearing  and  settling  tbe  iprievances  and  inte- 
rests of  the  nation^  and  tbeirsovereigiis,  panica- 
lariy  those  of  the  protestaats  of  GermanyyCbe  Re* 
gency  were  no  lessemplojred  at  home  in  curbing 
the  excessive  desire  of  gain,  which  tbe  progress 
of  the  Sooth  Sea  Company  Jiad  raised,  aad  in 
curing  the  despair  which  attended  its  falL  As 
these  are  tbe  most  oonetderable  eveoti.  of  this 
reiga,  and  such  as  will  never  be  ibrsot  by 
Great  Britain,  they  deserve  to  be  related  u 


huge. 
Wh< 


I 


hea  tbe  Bill  passed  ia  favour  of  the  Soath 
SeaCompaay,  it  was  expected,  the  stock  weald 
have  greatly  advaiaced,  bat  the  contrary  hap- 
pened ;  iar  the  day  after  it  -Ml  from  310  la 
S^.  In  ordeir  to  Xfuse  it,  a  rumour  was  spread, 
that  earl  Sdmbepe  bad  received  overtureeia 
Fraace  to  exchange  Gibtallar  and  Pott-Ma- 
hon  for  some  places,  in  Peso,  ibr  the  aecarity 
and  enlargement  of  tbe  £n^ish  trade  in  tbe 
SealbSea;  which  bad  its  eiset  in  PirliMts 
alley.  For,  on  tbe  18tb  of  April,  iwm  days 
after  the  royal  asseat  waa  mven  to  the  bil^ 
the  direotefa  opened  tbeir  bo(MEs  for  a  aafaecrq^ 
tioa  of  a  millioa,  al  the  rateof  3Q(U.  far  every 
IQOL  capital.  Such  was  the  coAooane  ef 
peiaoas  ef  all  ranks,  that  this  first  SMbaririptioa 
wee  foimd  to  amoonl  to  above  two  MMllsoiis  af 
ofigiaal  stack.  I«  waa  to  be  paid  at  five  pay- 
meats  of  601.  eaob,  for  eoe  share  of  lOOJL  |a 
a  few  daya  the  stock  advaaoed  ta  9di0^  and  the 
sitbaeripiiont  were  sold  for  dbablethe  prnaef 
the  ifsl.  paymeak  To  raise  the  atock  Mill 
hiaher,  on  the  91st  of  Apri&  it  waa  dedarad  ia 
a  Oeoeral  Ceart,  that  the  MidsoBHteegdieidaad 
shoald  he  lea  per  cent  aad  aU  aabaoripiiaae 
shoald  be  eatitled  lo  thesame.  Thaee  Keaa- 
klMMa  aaewciiag  the  end  desigaed»  the  Dime^ 
lets,  10  improve  tbeinfirtaadoa'ef  themaaiad 
asen,  opened  their  beohs  for  a  secoad  sahaliip 
tioB  of  one  asilUoo,  at  400^  par  aaM,.  laa 
hm  hmu9^  ao  lass  than  a  millioB  aad  a  half 
was  sabsonbed  at  tbatraief  aad  ea  Mat  was 
the  eoofideaae  which  %ma  pbced  ia  the  Direct 
ten,  ihae  BMrny  depesilsd  ia  '  '  ~ 
aaEaaitiee^  withpatL  haewiag 
bcmpaay  wonld  aUow  for  them.^ 

On  the  19th  of  Bfayv  the  OiseeaMi  thoi^ 
fittoseHla  the  tmm^pkmtim  thakif 
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iknd  ttmrc  nnnaMes,  wliieh  InuHMeii  Bubtciib- 
■d;  MMi  th«  Mock  ^i»g  tbftt  day  9f5L  per 
MtK.  it  «v«n  resolved  tv  •How,  fat  emry  100/. 
[Mr  Mmam  of  the  kmnc  ennukiet^  TOO/.  In  the 
capital  stoek  (wlncli  at  tf§L  per  ceiit.-ainoaiit- 
iU  t#  9t6€S/.]  and  575/.  ta  boadt  and  ilM>He7 : 
So  the  total  for  each  160/.  per  aniitim  amoont- 
■i  t»  9,^001.  OP  thirty- two  years  purchase.  For 
rrery  00/.  per  aomun  of  the  short  aonuities^ 
the^  agreed  to  allow  550/.  in  the  oaphal  siock, 
wkKkt975f.  per  cent,  omoottted  to  IS  If/. 
tOf .  aod  in  bonds  and  money,  417/.  lOt.  which 
tc»gether  nade  15S0/.  or  serenteen  years  pur- 
cl^ise. 

Tbeto  efers  occasioned  at  first  great  mnr- 
morinis  among  the  Annuitants,  who,  having 
expected  ten  years,  found  they  were  to  have 
bitt  eight  years  ahd  a  qoarte/s  porehase.  Upon 
which  some  withdrew  their  orders,  and  others 
resolved  not  to  subscribe.  Bnt  the  South  Sea 
managers  having  found  means  to  raiso  their 
stock  CO  500/.  per  cent,  most  of  the  annuitants 
appeared  easy ;  sothatkwas  computed,  that, 
by  the  99th  of  May,  almost  two  thirds  of  the 
anaoities  were  tubscribed. 

Tlie  arts  of  the  stock-jobbers  drew  a  great 
concourse  of  persons  of  all  ranks  hito  Exchange 
alley,  by  whose  unexampled  eagerness  of  lay- 
iog  out  tlieir  money  in  a  fbnd,  that  promised  so 
plefitifal  a  return  of  pain,  that  stock,  which 
about  the  Intter  end  of  May,  was  at  about  550, 
rose  on  a  sudden  so  prodigiously,  that  on 
Thmrsdays  the  9d  of  June,  it  came  ap  to  990, 
Many  cautious  persons  being  willing  to  take  tbit 
^portonity  to  secare  their  great  profits,  there 
appeared  the  nett  ^y  so  many  sellers  In  the 
alley,  that,  by  two  or  three  o^dock  in  the  af* 
temoon,  the  stock  Ml  to  640;  at  which  the 
Chief  .Directors  of  the  South  Sea  Company, 
htitt^  atarroed,  set  their  agents  to  work,  by 
vrhose  artful  management  the  stock  was  the 
same  evening  advanced  to  750;  about  which 
phoe,  with  some  snaall  fluctuation,  it  eoadnued 
ttU  the  closing  of  the  .Company's  books  en  the 
S3d  of  June.  In  the  mean  time,  the  South 
Sea  stock  sofiercd  *  considerable  shock.  For 
tAQay  persons,  who  were  to  follow  the  king  to 
Hanover,  .and  others.  Who  found  a  dif|culty  of 
making  tiftir  second  payment  to  the  first  sub- 
scription, were  both  equallr  desirous  So  turn 
their  stock  into  money ;  so  that,  for  some  days, 
the  BWnber  of  si>llers  exceeded  that  of  buyers. 
Wherefore  fbe  managers  of  the  Company 
formed  two  expediems:  the  first  was  their 
lending  oat  money,  or  notes,  to  the  proprietors 
of  their  capital  stock,  to  the  sum  of  400/.  upon 
160/.  origiaal  slock  (which  shewed  it  to  be 
worth  above  th4t  sum)  at  the  rate  of  4/.  per 
cent,  per  anaam.  The  second  was  their  giving 
public  notice^  **  That  all  persons  posseted  of 
any  of  the  Company's  bonds,  which  fell  due 
oatbe  95th  of  June,  might  then  have  their 
oMmeyfor  the  same  of  the  Company's  cashier: 
and  that  th«  bonds  would  be  taken  in  on  the 
second  payment  fbr  the  2,950,000/.  South  Sea 
stACk,  sold  |>y  subscription  after  the  rate  of 
M0/.lirtnch-1W)/.  ongima.floek*''    By  these 


means  money  being  plenty,  and  the  stock* 
jobbers  in  good  humour,  the  South  Sea  Com- 
pany opened  their  books  fbr  a  ^lird  snbscrip* 
tion,  at  the  rate  of  1,000/.  for  each  iOOL 
capital  stock,  to  be  paid  in  ten  equal  parents, 
one  in  hand,  and  the  ether  nioe.  half-yearly. 
But  some  men  in  power  having  taken  this  op« 
portunity  to  oblige  their  frirads,  their  lists 
were  so  full,  that  the  Directors  enlaiiged  it  to 
four  millions  capital  stock,  which  at  that  price 
amounted  to  fi^rty  millions  sterling.  And,  what 
is  more  strange,  these  last  subscriptions  Were, 
before  the  end  of  June,  spld  at  above  9,000/. 
per  cent  advance,  and,  after  the  closing  of  the 
transfer- books,  the  original  stock  rose  to  above 
1,000/.  per  cent.  At  the  same  time  the  firef 
subscriptions  were  at  560,  and  the  second  it 
010  per  cent,  advance,  the  Bank  at  900,  and 
East  India  at  440. 

The  whole  nation  was  become  stock-jobbefS« 
The  South  Sea  was  like' an  infectious  distemper, 
which  spread  itself  in  an  astonishing  manner. 
Every  evening  produced  new  prefects,  which 
were  justly  called  Bubbles,  new  Companies 
appeared  every  day.  These  wei%  countenanced 
by  the  greatest  of  the  nobility.  The  prince  of 
Wales*  was  governor  of  the  Welsh  Copper  ; 
the  duke  of  Chandois,  of  York  Buildings ;  th^ 
duke  of  Bridgewater  formed  a  company  fbr 
building  houses  in  Londoa  and  Westminster, 
There  were  near  a  hundred  different  kinds  of 
projects  or  babbles;  and  it  was  computed^ 
that  above  a  million  and  a  half  was  won  and 
lost  by  these  twwarrantable  practices,  by  wbieb 
many  unwary  persons  were  defirauded  and  im* 
poverished,  and  a  few  crafty  men  enriched,  to 
the  great  detriment  of  domestic  trade.  Th# 
king  bad»  the  same  day  the  parliament  rose, 
published  a  Proclamation,'!*  declaring  all  these 
unlawful  projects  shouM  be  deemed  as  common 
nuisances,  and  prosecuted  a»  such;  with  the 
penahv  of  500/.  for  any  broker  to  buy  or  set 
any   shares   in    them.    Notwithstanding  thlt 

*•  «  The  Speaker  and  Mr.  Walpole  couhl 
not  dissuade  the  Prince  from  being  govemoa 
of  this  Copper  Company,  though  they  told  hini' , 
he  would  be  prosecuted,  mentioned  in  pariia^ 
roent,  and  eried  in  the  Alley,  upon  the  foot 
of  Onslow's  Insurance,  Chetwynde's  Bidyble, 
prince  of  Wales's  Bubble,  &c.  be  has  alreadj 
got  40,000/.  by  jt."  Coxe^s  Walpole.  Corres- 
pondence;  secretary  Craggt  to  «ui  Stanhope. 

f  ^*  This  Proclamation  put  ai  stop  to  the  late 
pernicious  projects  and  undertakings,  which 
to  the  number  of  about  a  hundred,  w«re  first 
set  on  foot  and  promoted  by  crafty  knaves ; 
then  pursued  by  multitudes  of  ^vetous  fbols^ 
and,  at  last,  appeared  to  be  in  effect,  what 
their  vulgar  appellation  denoted  them  to  be, 
viz.  Bubbles,  or  mere  cheats.  It  was  caomot* 
ed,  that  near  one  million  and  a  half  sterlings 
was  won  or  lost  by  these  extravagant  and  uo* 
warrantable  practices,  wbereby  many  unwary 
persons  were  defrauded  and  impoverished,  an<f 
a  few  bosy^apstarts  enriched,  to  the  great  de«^ 
trimeot  of  domestie  trude.^     FoHtleal  8ta(«;    * 
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ProdjMMlioii,  feveml  of  the  iU«|^  pngtcti 
sr«re  still  carnnd  oo ;  upon  wbich  die  £nrd« 
Justicet,  on  ibo  13th  of  July,  to  put  •  stop  to 
nil  fartbW  proce^ingSy  ordered  iiU  tbe  Peti- 
ticms,*  that  had  been  preseated  for  Patents  and 
Charterer  to  be  diftmiited. 


*  The  following  k  a  Copy  of  tbe  said  Order : 

At  tbe  Council  Chamber,  Whitehall,  the  12th 
of  July  1720.  Present,  their  Excellencies 
the  Lords  Justices  in  Council. 

Their  excellencies  the  lords  justices  in  coun- 
cil taking  into  consideration  the  many  incon- 
veniences arising  to  tbe  public,  from  several 
w^ects  set  on  foot  forv  raising  of  joint  stocks 
for,  farious  purposes,  and  that  a  great  many  of 
)iis  miyesty  s  subjects  have  been  drawn  iu  to 
part  with  tbeir  money,  on  pretence  of  iiisu* 
imnces  that  tbeir  Petitions  for  patents  and  char-  ^ 
ters^  to  enable  them  to  carry  on  the  same, 
would  be  granted:  to  prevent  such  impositions, 
their  excellencies,  tbis  day,  ordered  the  said 
feveral  Petitions,  together  with  such  reports 
from  the  Board  -of  Trade,  and  from  his  majesty *s 
Attorney  and  Solicitor-general,  at  had  been  ob- 
tained thereQO,  to  be  laid  before  them,  and 
fifter  mature  consideration  thereof,  were  pleased, 
bj  advice  of  his  majesty's  privy-council,  to 
order.  That  the  said  Petitions  be  dismissed. 
Which  are  as  fdjoweth : 

'*  Petition  of  several  persons,  praying  letters 
patents  for  carrying  on  a  fishing  trade,  by  tbe 
name  of  the  Grand  Fishery  of  Great-Britain. 
.  **  Petition  of  the  company  of  tbe  Eoyal 
Fisbenr  of  England,  praying  letters  patents  for 
such  farther  powers  as  will  effectually  contri- 
bute to  carry  on  tbe  said  fishery. 
.  **  Petition  of  George  James,  in  behalf  of 
himself^  and  divers  persons  of  distinction,  con- 
cerned in  a  national  Fishery,. praying  letters  pa- 
tents of  incorporation  to  enable  them  to  carry 
pn  tbe  same. 

**  Petition  of  several  roercbants,  traders,  and 
•tbtrs,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed, 
praying  to  be  incorporated  for  reviving  and 
^rrying  on  a  Whale  fishery  to  Greenland  and 
elsewhere. 

**  Petition  of  sir  John  Lambert,  and  others 
thereto  subticribiiic,  on  behalf  of  themselves, 
and  a  great  number  of  merchants,  praying  to 
be  incorpiirated  for  carryi'ig  on  a  Greenland 
Trfde,  and  particularly  a  Whale  fisliery  in  Da- 
yii*s  Streights. 
.  ^  Another  pctkioo  for  a  Greenland  tra^. 

''  Petition  of  several  merchants,  gentlemen, 
and  citiaeae  thereto  subscribing,  prating  to  be 
ineorporated  for  buying  or  building  of  ships  to 
let  Of  freight. 

"  Petition  of  Samuel  Antrina,  and  others, 

Ssying  letters  patenu  for  sowing  hemp  and 
X. 

*'  Petition  of  several  merchants,  masters  of 
ahips^  aaiUnakers,  and  manufacturers  of  sail- 
^tb,  praying  a  charter  for  an  inoorporation, 
%p  MaDle  them  to  carry  on  and  promote  the 
fai4.4B«Qi|fa€tor7  by  «  joiot  stoek, 


m 

Tlie  several  Man,  iattaded  to  be  raised  bf 
these  projecta,  amounted  lo  no  leia  than  300. 
millions  sterling,  a  som  so  immense,  that  it  es- 
ceeds  the  valueof  all  the  lands  in  England,  at 
tbe  rate  of  SO  years*  purchase.  However,  the 
eagerness  of  getting  nches,  by  <|uick  aad  estf 

**  Petition  of  Thomas  Boyd,  and  lefenl 
hundred  merchants,  owners  and  masters  of 
ships,  sail-makera,  weavers,  and  otlier  trsdcn, 
praying  a  charter  of  incorporation,  impoweriog 
tuem  to  borrow  money  for  purchasiag  Uadi,  ia 
order  to  the  manufacturing  sail-cloth,  and  fine 
Holland. 

/*  Petition  on  behalf  of  several  persons  in- 
trusted, in  a  patent  granted  by  the  late  kioK 
William  aad  queen  Mary,  for  the  aiakini  of 
linen  and  sail-dotb,  praying,  that  no  charter 
may  be  granted  to  any  persons  whatsoever  for 
making  sail-<;loth,  but  that  the  priyile|e  now 
enjoyed  by  tliem  may  be  confirmed,  and  like- 
wise an  additional  power  to  carry  on  tbe  cotton 
and  cotton-silk  mahafactores. 

*'  Petition  of  several  citizens,  merchaots,  aud 
traders,  in  London,  apd  other  stdiscriben  to  a 
British  stock,  for  a  general  insurance  fixNO  lire 
in  any  part  of  £n|^aod,  praying  to  be  incoh 
porated  for  carnriag  on  the  s^id  luidertakiog. 

**  Petition  of  several  of  bis  mejesty^s  io^ 
subjects  of  the  city  of  London,  and  other  ptrti 
of  Great- Brtuin  thereto  subscribing,  prayiag  to 
be  incorporated  for  carrying  on  a  general  insu- 
rance from  losses  by  fire  within  tbe  kiag<loniof 
England, 

**  Petition  of  ThomaaBoiiges,  and  othen,bi9 
maie»ty*s  subjects  thereto  subscribing  in  hebsif 
of  themselves  aiid  othen,  subscribers  to  a  M 
of  1,300,000/.  for  carrying  on  a  trade  to  bit 
miyesty's  German  dominions,  prayiag  te  be 
incorporated  by  the  name  of  the  lurbourg 
company. 

«  Petition  of  Edward  Jones,  a  dealer  in 
timber,  on  behalf  of^bimself  and  others,  prajno; 
to  be  incorporated  for  tlie  importation  of  tim- 
ber from  Germany. 

'*  Petition  of  several  merehaots  of  Loodoa, 
and  others,  praying  a  charter  of  incorporation 
for  carrying  on  a  Mdt  wbrk. 

^*  Petition  of  captain  Maopheadris,  of  Loo- 
don,  merchant,  on  behalf  of  himself  and  several 
merchants,  clothiers,  hatters,  dyers,  and  other 
tradOrs,  praying  a  charter  of  incorporation,  in- 
powering  them  to  raise  a  sufficient  sum  of  mo- 
ney, to  purchase  lands  for  planting  and  revin{ 
a  wood  called  Mader,  for  the  use  of  the  dyers. 

*^  Petition  of  Joseph  Galendo,  of  Loodoo, 
sooff-maker,  praying  a  patent  for  his  ioventioa 
to  prepare  and  cure  Vir^nia  tobacco  for  smiff, 
in  Virginia,  and  making  it  into  the  same  witbia 
all  his  majesty *s  dominions.^' 

LIST  OF  BUBBLES. 

Besides  the  Projects  and  Undertakio|> 
above-mentioned  many  others  had  been  set  op 
and  carried  on,  under  the  names  of  Bubble^ 
viji. 

For  tbe  importttioo  of  Swed^b  iio^ 
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mt*Mk,bi¥i,tit  iliMiiM«,^iiNaaic«lMl  ilw 
mind*  of  Bi*at  paoplt  of  •tl  degtaes,  tb*t  the 

For  sof  fftlj^ing  LondQn  with  Ma-^co«l,  a  sub- 
icripi loo  of  three  iniUioos. 

Mot  building  aad  rebuilding  bouses  tbrougb- 
out  all  £iiglaDd,  tbrae  nillioiis. 

For  uiakiog  of  mntliiw 

For  carr^^ing  oa  and  improTing  the  Britifh 
alJoin-works. 

For  effectually  settling  the  island  of  Blanco 
and  Sal-Tartu^. 

For  an  engine  to  supphr  fresh  water  lor  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town  ofDeal. 

For  buying  and  importing  of  Holland,  Flan- 
ders-Lace, 6lc. 

For  iroprorement  of  lands  in  Great-Britain, 
four  aiillions  sabscriptioo. 

For  encouraging  the  breed  of  horses  in  Eng- 
land, and  improving  of  glebe  and  church-lands, 
and  repairing  and  re^iilding  parsonage  and 
vicarage  hoiuea. 

For  making  of  iron  and  steel  in  Great- 
Britain.- 

For  improving  land  in  Flintshire,  one  mil- 
lion. 

For  purchasing  laads^  &o.  to  build  oo,  two 
millions. 

For  trading  in  hair. 

For  erictiag  salt-pans  in  Uolj-Island,  two 
millions. 

For  ^yiog  Ami  selling  estates,  lending  mo- 
ney on  n^xtgages,  &c. 

For  carrying  on  an  umlertalLing  of  ^ rcat  ad* 
vantage,  bat  nobody  to  know  what  it  u. 

For  paving  the  streets  qf  Landon,  two  foiU 
lions. 

For  furnishing  funerals  to  any  part  of  Great- 
Britain. 

Anothar  for  buying  and  selling  lands^  and 
lending  uiooey  at  interest,  five  millions. 

For  carrying  on  the  royal  fishery  of  Great- 
Britain,  ten  millious. 

For  assuring  of  seamen's  wages.  . 

For  erecting  loan-offices  for  the  assistance 
snd  encouragement  of  the  industrious,  two 
millions. 

For  purchasing  and  leasing  improveable 
lands,  four  millions. 

For  importing  pitch  and  tar,  and  other  naval 
stores,  from  North- Britain  and  America. 

For  the  doathing,  felt,  and  pantile  trade. 

For  purchasing  ami  improvmg  a  manor  and 
royalty  m  Essex,  &c.. 

For  insuring  of  horses,  two  millions. 

For  exporting  the  woollen  manufacture,  and 
importing  copper,  brass,  and  iron,  four  millions. 

For  a  grand  dispensary,  three  millions. 

For  erecting  mills  for  milling  of  lead,  and 
purchasing  of  kad  mines,  £rc,  t%\o  millions. 

For  improving  the  art  of  making  soap. 

For  a  settlement  on  tb^  island  of  Santa  Crux. 

For  sinking  pits,  and  melting  lead-ore  in  Der- 
byshire. 

For  making  glass  bottles,  and  glass. 

For  a  irbeel  for  perpetual  motioa,  oneiluUion. 

For  improving  pf  g^plenh 


BMai  f xtravi^gant  Bobbles  femid  many  tub« 
scribers :  some  of  whom  sold  tbcir  fiiia  tab 


youW^ 


foK  insuring  and  increasing  chiklrea*s  for« 
tunes. 

For  entering  and  loading  goods  at  the  Cns- 
tom-houee»  and  for  negotiating  business  for 
merchants. 

For  casrwg  on  a  wooUen  nanufoctuce  ia 
the  North  of  England. 

For  importing  walnut-tree  from  Virg^ia, 
two  luiilioae. 

For  makiog  Manchester  stvft  of  tbiead  and 
cotton. 

For  making  Joppa  and  Castile  soap. 

For  the  wrought  iron  and  steel  manafaotures 
in  this  kingdoiBy  four  millions. 

For  dealing  in  Uoe,  Uollaodi»  cnmbricks, 
lawns,  &C.  two  miUioas. 

For  tf«ding  in,  and  inproving  certain  com- 
modities  of  the  product  of  this  kingdom,  itc 
tbfee  miUioas. 

For  supplying  the  London  markeu  with  cat* 
tie. 

For  making  looking  glasses,  ooacli-glatsesy 
&c.  I  wo  millions. 

Fur  |hp  tin  and  lead  auMs  in  Conwall  and 
Derbyshire. 

For  making  rape  oil. 

For  iisportmg  t>eaver-fiir,two  mtUieoa. 

For  making  pasteboard,  packing-paper,  &c. 

For  importing  of  oils  and  other  materials 
ttsed  in  the  woollen  manufiacttres. 

For  improving  and  inorease  of  the  silk  ma- 
nufacture. 

For  lending  money  on  slocksy  annoitief,  tal- 
lies, &c. 

For  paying  pensiona  to  iridovt,  &it,  at  small 
discount,  two  millions. 

For  improving  malt-liquors,  four  milliont. 

For  a  grand  American  fishery. 

For  porchaMig  and  inprofing  fenny  lands  in 
Lincolnshire,  two  millions. 

For  improving  the  paper  manufocture  in 
Great  Britain. 

The  bottoQM7  society. 

For  drying  malt  by  hot  air. 

^or  carrying  on  a  trade  in  the  river  Oroonoko 
in  America. 

For  the  more  effectual  making  of  baize  in 
Colchester  and  other  parts  of  Great  Britaia. 

For  buying  of  naval  stores,  supplying  the 
victualling,  and  paying  wages  of  tiie  work- 
men. 

For  iroploying  poor  arti&cers,  andfornidiing 
merchants  and  others  with  watches. 

For  improvement  of  tillage,  and  the  bmnd  of 
cattle. 

Another  for  the  improvement  of  our  breed 
of  horses. . 

Another  for  insuring  of  horses. 

For  carrying  on  the  corn  trade  of  Great 
Britain. 

For  insuring  to  all  masters  and  mistreisea 
the  losses  they  shall  sustain  by  servants,  three 
million^ 

For  eredting  howesy  or  beip^lri»i  iot  taking 

2U  Google 


Digitized  by' 


659] 


PARL.  HISTORY^  6  Gborgs  tl720.'^Prmcipal  Oecuftenees: 


[<i6(l 


tcriptionf  at  a  great  proBt,  whereby  the  last 
boyers  vera  consideraole  losers. 

The  tnmsfer-books  of  the  Soudi-Sea  Cotti- 
panj  were  shut  ap  the  inhale  month  of  Joly. 
During  that  time,  there  was  no  great  variation, 


la    and    maintaining    bastard    children,    two 
millions. 

For  bleaching  of  course  sugars,  without  the 
use  of  fire,  or  loss  of  substance. 

For  turnpikes  and  wharfs. 

For  insuring  from  thefts  and  robberies. 

For  eitracting  silver  from  lead. 

For  making  China  and  Delft  ware,  one 
million. 

For  importing  of  tobacco,  and  eiporting  it 
again  to  Sweden,  &c.  four  millions. 

For  making  iron  with  pit  coal. 

For  furnishing  the  cities  of  Londoir  ond 
Westminster,  and  the  suburbs,  with  hay  and 
straw. 

For  a  sail  and  packiog-doth  manu^wtory  in 
Ireland. 

For  caking  up  ballast. 

For  buying  and  fitting  out  ships  to  suppress 
pirates. 

For  importing  timber  from  Wales,  two  mil- 
lions. 

For  rock-salt. 

For  the  transmutation  of  quick<4ilver  into  a 
malleable  fine  metal. 

« 

About  this  time  the  following  Ballad  was 
publicly  sold  and  cried  about  m  Exdmoge 
Alley,  *f  which  could  not,**  says  the  author  of 
Ibe  Political  State,  **  but  be  grating  to  the 
cars  of  many  of  the  nobility,  gentry^  officers 
of  the  army  and  other  persons ;  who,  by  this 
time  plainly  saw,  that  by  the  mysterious  manage- 
ment of  crafty  knaves,  they  had  been  led  into  a 
labvrinih,  from  whence  they  Could  not  get  out 
'without  the  loss  of  a  considerable  part  of  their 
estates.'* 

A  South  Sea  Ballad;  or,  Merry  Remarks 
upon  Exchange  Alley  Bhbbles.  To  a  new 
Tone,  called,  *  The  Grand  Elixir ;  or,  the 
'  Pbilosopber's  Stone  discovered.' 

1. 
In  London  stands  a  famous  pile. 

And  near  that  pile  an  Alley, 
Where  merry  crowds  for  riches  tofl, 

And  wisdom  stoops  to  folly. 
Here  sad  and  joyful,'  high  and  low, 

Court  Fortune  for  her  gnices ; 
And  as  she  smiles,  or  frowns,  they  show 

Their  gestures  and  grimaces. 
9. 
Here  stars  and  garters  do  appear, 

Among  our  lords  the  rabole: 
'    To  buy  and  se)i,  to  see  and  hear 

The  Jews  and  Gentiles  squabble. 
Here  crafty  courtiers  are  too  wise 

For  those  who  trust  to  fortune ; 
They  see  the  cheat  with  clearer  eyes^ 

Who  peep  behind  the  curtain. 


except  only  tbat  ^  price  of  di«  capital  stock 
decreased  ^raduallv,  from  above  lOpO  to  990, 
in  proportion  as  the  third  subscHptiOii  at  1000 
rose  to  330  advance  or  clear  profit.  In  t^ 
mean  time,  the  directors,  at  a  meeting  on  the 


3. 
Our  greatest  ladies  hither  come. 

And  ply  in  chariots  daily ; 
Oft  pawn  their  jewels  for  a  sum. 

To  venture  in  the  Alley. 
Ymmg  harlots  too,  firom  Drury  Lane, 

Approach  the  'Cbanee  in  coaclies, 
To  fool  away  the  gold  tsiey  gain 

By  their  obscene  debaucrcs. 
4.     . 
Long- Heads  may  thrive  bv  sober  rules. 

Because  they  think,  and  drink  not; 
But  Headlongs  are  our  thriving  foob. 

Who  only  drink,  and  think  not. 
The  lucky  rogues,  like  Spaniel  dogs. 

Leap  into  Sooth  Sea  water, 
And  there  they  fish  for  golden  frogs^ 

Not  caring  what  comes  a'ter. 
.S. 
Tis  said,  that  Alcbymists  of  old    . 

Could  turn  a  brazen  kettle. 
Or  leaden  cistern  into  gold, 

That  noble,  tempdng  metal : 
But  if  it  here  may  be  allowed 

To  bring  in  great  and  small  things^ 
Our  cunning  South  Sea^iike  a  god. 

Turns  nothing  into  all  things. 
6. 
What  need  have  we  of  Indian  wealth. 

Or  commerce  with  our  neighbours  ? 
Our  constitution  is  in  health,  ^ 

And  riches  crown  our  labcmrs. 
Our  South  Sea  ships  have  ^Iden  sbroiids. 

They  bring  lis  wealth,  'tis  granted  ; 
But  lodge  their  treasure  in  the  clouds. 

To  hide  it  till  it's  want^. 

>  r. 

O  Britain,  bless  thy  present  state. 

Thou  only  happy  nation  ; 
So  oddly  rich,  so  madly  great, 

Since  Bubbles  came  in  fashion  ! 
Successful  rakes  exert  their  pride. 

And  count  their  airy  millions; 
Whilst  homely  drabs  m  coaches  ride. 

Brought  up  to  town  on  pillions. 
8. 
Few  men,  who  follow  reason's  rules. 

Grow  fat  with  South  Sea  diet; 
Young  rattles  and  unthinking  fools 

Are  those  that  flourish  by  it. 
Old  musty  jades,  and  pushing  blades, 

Who've  least  cpnsideration. 
Grow  rich  apace ;  whilst  wiser  1 

Are  struck  with  admiration. 


A  race  of  men,  who  t'other  day 
Lay  crush'd  beneath  disasters. 

Are  now  by  Stock  brought  into  play, 
And  made  our  lords  and  masten* 
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8th  of  July,  niolved  to  open  thdr  bookt  for 
uMng  in  f  nbscriptions  of  the  lottery  tickets,  and 
other  short  annuities,  to  the  amount  of  six  mil- 
lions sterling:  But^  though  they  did  not  then  think 
fit  to  dct^lare  at  what  rate  they  designed  to  take 
those  effects,  yet  the  proprietors  entirely  trusted 
to  their  integrity,  and  readily  suhscribed  the 
same  on  the   14th  and.  15th  of  that  month. 
After  which  the  books  were  shut  up.    From 
that  time  to  the  end  of  July,  the  stock  fell 
gradually  from  about  1000  to  900,  including 
the  Midsummer  dividend.    In  the  mean  time, 
it  being  confidently  reported,  that  the  capital 
stock  was  to  be  inlarged  by  a  fourth  subscrip- 
tion in  money,  some  persons  in  eminent  stations 
desired  the  principal  managers  to  put  off  the 
subscription,  till  the  proprietors  of  the  remain- 
ing part  of  Uie  long  annuities  had  subscribed, 
aioce  the  taking  in  of  those  public  debts,  in 
order  to  make  them  redeemable,  was  the  main 
view,  upon  which  the  ministry  and  the  parlia^ 
Bent  thought  fit  to  encourage  the  South-Sea 
project.    Some  pretend,  that  the  men  in  power 
msde  this  step,  not  only  to  free  themselves 
from  the  importunity  of  many,  who  sued  to 
be  set  down  in  their  lists,  for  a  share  in  the  neit 
subscription  ;  but  also,  in  order  to  reserve  part 
of  the  to  be  increased  capital  stock,  till  a  new 
set  of  directors  were  chosen,  who  should  have 
a  share  in  the  profits  of  futtu'e  subscriptions*  in 
case  the  humour  of  buying  up  the  same  at  an 
advanced  price  should  last  so  long.     However 
that  be,  in  a  committee  of  the  Directors  the 
37th  of  July^  it  being  considered  that  several 
persons,  admitted  as  subscribers  to  the  third 
subscription  in  money,  had  not  yet  made  then* 
first  payment,  it  was  resolved^  That  none  but 
the  Proprietors  of  their  capital  and  increased 
•tocksbould  be  admitted  into  the  neit  snbscrip* 
tion  in  money,  at  the  rate  of  SO  per  cent,  so 
that  a  proprietor  of  1,000/.  capital  stoek  should 
heintiUed  to  subscribe  200(.  In  this  Resolution, 
the^,  who  hitherto  had  carried  on  this  great 
project,  with  equal  skill  and  success,  had  un- 
doubtedly two  things  in  view;  first, to  aUay  the 
mormuriogi  of  many  of  the  old  proprietors, 
who  complained,  that  the  directors  and  great 
men  at  coart  had  ingroised  for  themselves  and 
their  dependants  most  of  the  profits  of  the 
three  first  subscriptions.    And,  secondly, That, 
in  case  the  eagerness  of  buyers  should  abate, 
which  was  to  be  apprehended  from  the  daily 
•inking  of  the  price  of  South-Sea  stoek,  the 

But  should  our  South  Sea  Babel  fall. 

What  numbers  would  be  frowning  ? 
The  losers  then  must  ease  their  gall. 

By  hanging  or  by  drowning. 
10. 
Tife  hundred  miflions,  notes  and  bonds, 

Our  Stocks  are  worth  in  vietlne  ; 
But  neither  lie  in  goods  or  lands, 

Or  money  let  me  tell  ye. 
Yet  though  our  foreign  trade  is  lost, 

Of  mighty  wealth  we  vapour ; 
^hen  al)  the  riches  that  we  boasty 

9^*^^^  i<)  scmps.of  Paper. 


conpany  misht  be  assured,  that  the  new  sab* 
scribers  would  make  the  several  payments,  to 
which  they  should  submit  themselves,  and  for 
which  their  capital  stock  would  be  a  sufficient 
securi^.  On  the  other  hand,  many  of  the  old 
proprietors  were  so  far  from  looking  upon  thif 
Eesolotion  as  a  favour,  that  on  the  contrary, 
they  did  not  stick  to  say,'*  That  the  directors, 
'  bavins  had  cream  for  themselves,  would  now 
'  give  the  proprietors  the  sour  milk.'  This  com- 
plaint seemed  to  be  the  bettec  grounded,  be- 
cause it  was  well  known  that  those,  who  had 
got  most  by  the  South-Sea,  daily  endeavoured 
to  sell  out,  and  eecure  their  vast  profits ;  and, 
in  particular,  that  the  principal  projector  ef 
this  scheme  had  bought  considerable  estates  in 
Norfolk  and  other  counties.*    . 

Pursuant  to  what  had  been  desired,  it  was 
resolved  on  the  3d  of  August,  at  a  Court  of 
Directors,  to  receive  subscriptions  of  all  the 
remainmg  Long  and  Short  annuities,  Lottery 
Tickets,  and  other  Public  Securities,  both  re* 
deemable  and  irredeemable.  For  which  pur- 
pose the  Books  were  opened  the  next  day  at 
the  South-Sea  house,  and  continued  so  till  the 
11th  of  August.  The  day  after,  the  Directors 
published  tne  terms  tliey  intended  to  allow  to 
the  proprietors.  Tor  every  100/.  a  year  of  the 
Long  Annuities,  they  offered  400/.  in  the  capital 
stock  which  at  800/.  per  cent,  (the  price  then 
of  stock,  exclusive  of  the  Midsummer  dividend) 
amounted  to  3,300/.,  and  in  bonds  or  money 
400/.  making  in  all  3,600/.  or  36  years'  pur- 
chase. For  every  90/.  a  year  of  the' Short  An- 
nuities they  allowed  SOO/.  stock,  which  at  800/. 
per  cent,  amounted  to  1,600/.  or  17  years'  pur- 
chase, and  7-ninths.  The  redeemable  Annui- 
ties and  debts  (as  well  those  at  4  per  cent,  aa 
those  at  5  per  cent.)  were  to  be  taken  in  at  105 
per  cent  and  allowed  for  the'  same  in  capital 
stock  at  the  rate  of  800/.  per  cent,  exclusive  of 
the  Midsimitner  dividend. 

Many  of  the  Annuitants  were  not  satis6ed 
with  these  offers,  which,  they  said,  put  so  inreat 
a  disparity  (no  less  than  near  lialf  by  half)  be- 
tween them  and  the  former  subscribers;  for, 
by  the  resolution  of  the  Directors  of  the  19th  of 
May,  there  was  allowed,  for  every  100/.  a  year 
of  the  Long  Annuities,  700/.  in  the  capital  stock. 


*  IIow  great  the  general  infatuation  or  thirst 
of  gain  was,  appears  from  the  following  in- 
stance: A  proposal  was  oft'cred  '  For  carrying 

*  on  an  undertaking  of  great  advantage,  but 

*  nobody  to  know  what  it  is.'  The  projector 
formed  a  scheme  for  half  a  million,  by  which 
every  subscriber,  paying  down  two  guineas 
for  subscribing,  was  to  have  100/.  a  year  for 
every  100/.  so  subscribed.  But  how  this  was 
to  be  done  did  not  appear  in  the  proposals, 
where  it  was  also  said^  that  in  a  month  tlie  par- 
ticulars of  the  project  should  be  laid  open, 
and  the  money  subscribed  was  then  to  be  paid 
in.  As  extravagant  as  this  scheme  was,  the 
projector  in  a  forenoon  received  1000  subscrip- 
tions, with  which,  amounting  to  9fi00  guineas, 
he  went  off  in  the  afternoon. 
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besklet  10^  per  tfstit,  fbr  the  todsommer  ^ 
vidend,  «ind»  fp  boodlB  or  itioney,  ST5/.  nil 
winch  (iooTnpiitbg  the  stock  at  fSOm.  per  cel^t. 
%»  it  wM  given  to  the  present  subtcribers  of  the 
like  Antoaities)  unooDted  to  6,TS5U  whereas, 
by  thtise  last  Resolutions,  there  was  allowed, 
for  the  same  Annaitjes,  onlj  3,600/.  fV>T  this 
reason  some  of  the  la'st  subscribers  went  to  the 
South-Sea  bouse,  in  prder  to  withdraw  therr 
effects;  but  they  were  told  by  the  clerks,  that 
there  was  no  order  from  the  directors  for  de- 
Inhering  them  back  ;>  so  the  affiiir  rested,  for 
86me  time,  undetermined. 

The  uneasiness  of  the  Aonoitants  put  H  fresh 
damp  upon  the  South-Sea  stock;  bnt  what  af- 
fbcted  it  more  was  the  boldness  of  many  per- 
sons concerned  in  the  illegal  projects,  wno,  in 
open  defiance  to  the  late  acts  of  parliaments, 
Co  the  king's  proclamation,  and  to  the  orders 
Mid  prohibitions  of  the  Lords  Justices,  carried 
them  on.  Some  of  these  companies,  authorised 
either  by  charters  or  acts  of  parliament,  did 
considerable  prejudice  to  the  South-Sea,  by 
endeavouring  to  procure  'subscriptions.  Upon 
this,  the  principal  Directors  of  the  South-Se^ 
applied  to  those  at  the  helm,  and  obtoined  an 
Ordftr  against  them  from  the  Lords  Justices, 
which  was  published  in  the  London  Gazette  of 
August  the  90th,  and  which  greatly  affected  ttie 
stocks  of  the  York- Buildings  Company/  the 
Lustring  Company,  the  Enelish  Copper,  and 
the  Welsh  Cooper  and  Lead,  and  of  other  ille- 
||al  projects.  This  very  mudi  alarmed  the  per- 
sons concerned  in  these  companies,  some  of 
trhom  sustained  considerable  losses,  and  all  of 
them  saw  their  extravagant  hopes  and  expecta- 
tions entirely  vanish.  Upon  the  murmurings 
occasioned  by  their  disappoiutment,  the  Lords 
Justices  ordered  the  Directors  of  these  Com- 
panies to  attend  them  at  a  general  council,  the 
9$d  of  August,  where  they  condescended  to 
tell  them  the  reasons,  that  had  obliged  them  to 
order'  a  prosecution  against  them.  The  Di- 
rectors, both  of  the  Royal  Exchange^  and  of 
the  London  Assurance,  attended  likewise,  and 
Were  cautioned  to  keep  strictly  to  the  limitation 
of  their  charters,  that  no  complaint  might  lie 
agnmst  them. 

The  Companies  ordered  to  be  prosecuted, 
having  recovered  their  fright,  and  consulted 
able  lawyers,  seemed  resolved  to  stand  trial, 
and  assert  their  rights  of  managing  their  own 
affairs  as  they  pleased.  The  Welsh  Copper 
miners  were  yet  more  bold  and  refractory,  for 
that  very  day  (August  23)  they  opened  their 
ibooks,  and  made  transfer  of  (heir  stock. 

Before  the  Lords  Justices  had  caused  tbeir 
order  to  be  published,  they  sent  a  compliment 
to  the  prince  of  Wales,  to  acquaint  bim,  that, 
the  Company  of  English  Copper,  of  which  he 
had  been  pleased  to  be  chosen  governor,  being 
illegal,  they  were  obliged  to  involve  it  in  the 
order;  upon  which  the  Prince  sent  a  messenger 
to  the  Company,  desiring  them  to  choose  ano- 
ther eoveruor. 

All  this  while  tbe  Sooth-Sea  Stock  continued 
sinking;  so  that  on  the  17th  of  Augubt,  at  &il 


to  8S0,  incfodlrtg*  die  Midsemmft  4i^MenS ; 
which  having  given  the  directors  no  waukA  on- 
eastness,  some  oif  their  agents  were  immediately 
detached  into  Exchange- A  Ney.  to  buy  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  stock,  wbich  thereupon 
rose  to  880/.  Bat,  the  hmnttor  of  seftihg  out 
contioaing  the  two  foltowing  days,  i)>e  stocks 
fell  again  to  8^,  at  which  price  Um  transfer 
booJLs  were  opened  on  the  S4d  of  Aogase. 
That  day,  and  the  next  mivriiing,  tbert  Was  a 
great  croud  at  the  Soatb-Sea  house ;  tad  the 
directors  observing^  that  great  quantities  of 
stock  had  been  bought  at  a  thousand,  tai  even 
at  higher  rates,  for  the  opening  of  the  books, 
and  that  many  persons  would  be  obliged  roseli 
out,  in  order  to  pay  the  diflerence,  which  covM 
not  fail  of  sinking  the  Stock  yet  lower,  tbey 
came  to  a  sudden  and  unexpected  resolution  lo 
shut  the  transfer  books ;  and  the  next  day  to 
open  other  books,  for  taking  in  a  money  sob- 
scription  of  one  million,  to  the  capital  stock, 
at  the  rate  of  '1,000/.  for  every  tOOL  capital 
stock,  to  be  pud  in  6ve  paynrents^'SO^.  per 
cent,  in  hand,  and  the  rest  m  four  eqonl  pave- 
ments. Accordingly  the  subscription  '  books 
were  opened  the  84th  of  August;  and  there 
was  such  a  crowd  of  subscribers,  and  amongst 
them  not  a  few  of  the  prime  nobiKty,  that,  in 
less  than  three  hours,  more  than  the  nteodcd 
sum  was  subscribed;  and  that  very  afternoon 
this  fourth  subscription  was  sold  in  Excfanfige 
Alley  at  30  or  40  per  cent,  advance,  llie 
next  day  the  principal  directors,  having  con* 
suited  together  about  their  future  management, 
came  to  several  Resolutions,  of  which,  that  very 
evening,  they  informed  flie  pnblic  by  the  ibl^ 
lowing  Advertisement: 

l^thSea  BbMUf  Ang.  «5,  If 98. 
*  The  court  of  directors  of  the  8ontl»-de% 

*  Company  give  notice,  that  the  transfer  books 

*  of  the  company  will  be  shut  from  the  91st  day 

<  of  August  to  the  21st  of  Septembi^r,  in  order 

<  to  ihe  admitting  as  well  the  proprietors  of  tli* 
« original  capiul  stock,  and  of  the  Stock  Ibr 

<  the  last  Midsummer  dividend,  as  the  pro* 

<  prietors  of  the  stock  for  all  the  Long  Annoi- 

*  ties,  9  per  cents,  and  Tic^eu  of  Lottery  IflO, 

<  and  of  the  several  redeemable  debts,  vrfaieh 

<  have  been  subscribed  or  deposited,  or  ancfao- 
'  rised  to  be  subscribed  into  the  caphnl  stock, 

<  and  also  the  proprietors  o(  the  first,  aeeond, 
'  third,,  and  fourth  money  subscriptiotls  of 'the 

*  company  mto  a  subscription  of  SO  per  cent,  of 
'the  capital  stock,  upon  the  terms  agreed  ttpon 

*  by  the  court  of  directors.  The  comnmny  wil 
'  lend  the  first  payment  fbr  the  intenoed  -Mb- 

*  scription  to  ail  Ate  proprietors  of  the  brigpnal 

*  and  dividend  stock,  and  of  thi^  aabscripaon  in 
'  the*Long Annuities,  9  per  cems,  and  IKckets  of 

*  Lottery  1710,  and  in  the  redeemable  debts; 

*  and  of  the  *first  und  second  money  snbserip- 

*  tions,  without  transferrfing  their  stock.  Or  ds- 

*  positing  the   pubscription   receipts ;    which 

*  subscription  books  will  be  cmened  Y>n  the 

*  12th  of  September;  and  such  <>f  the  nnn 
'  prietors,  as  do  not  subscribe  widihi  thnr  tm^ 
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•  m'ik  U  MoMtd  tfa«  bttteftt  •£  iAm  ssbserip*- 

<  tlCM.' 

Tbe  next  day  <Aeg«8t  t)ie  96i)))tlie  trMft*fiK>- 
books  were  opened  aj^io  ;  but,  tbe  Soutk^sea 
stock,  instead  of  aHvanciMg,  being  by  thb  time 
fidlen  under  800,  the  directors,  who  had  now 
large  stuns  ofmonev  in  their  hands,  thought  fit 
to  tend  to  thelp  proprietors  4000^  npon  crerj? 
1000/.  stodw  for  six  months,  at  tbe  rate  of  4  per 
cent.  #hich  enabled  some  of  thus^  who  had 
booght  stock  at  a  higher  price  than  the  pre- 
sent, CO  Mtisf;jr  their  creditors.  What  still  em- ' 
btfiMSed  the  direccors  was  the  cas6  of  the  An- 
nuitants and  others,  who  had  lately  subscribed 
their  public  secorities,  and  who  thought  it  a 
great  nardship  to  hare  the  stock  given  chem  at 
800/.  per  cent  when  it  was  now  little  abore 
700,  exclusiTe  of  the  Midsttmmtr  dirideod.  In 
order  to  silence  these  and  the  like  munniirings, 
ft  longoonsoltartion,  on  i/tit  90th  of  August,  after 
the  directors  came  to  a  resohition,  <'  Tliat  30 
per  oettt.  to  mosey  should  be  the  half  year's 
dtvtdetod  due  at  Cliristmas  next;  and  from 
tbence  for  twelre  years,  not  less  tJian  50  per 
oeat.  in  money  should  be  tbe  yearly  dividend 
on  their  stock.''  What  dfect  ^his  resolution 
had,  was  soon  after  nranifest;  for,  though  it 
raised  the  stock  to  about  BOO  for  the  opening  of 
the  bfoks,yet  it -soon  sunk  ogain,  and  in  about 
three  weeks  fell -gnidtmlly  helow  400. 

The  Directors,  having  resolved  the  future  dh- 
ridends,  thoogbt  it^hne  to  -procure  the  ^no- 
tion of  the  whole  corporation ;  for  which  poi^ 
pose  they  appointed  (Sept.  8.)  a  General  Court 
to  be  held  at  Merchant-Taylors- Hail,  declaring. 
That  this  assembly  would  be  one  of  the  half- 
y^^y  general  courts  appointed  by  tbe  charter, 
<od  to  chitte  a  committee  of  seven,  to  inspect 
the  by-laws. 

On  the  appointed  day,  the  friends  of  the  Di- 
rectors took  care  to  repair  betimes  to  Merchant* 
Taylors- Hall,  which,  by  nine  o'clock  in  tbe 
nonuni,  was  filled ;  and  many  proprietors  and 
annuitants,  who  endeavoured  to  get  in,  could 
ixH  gain  admittance.  The  directors  having 
tftken  their  seats  b^ween  eleven  and  twelve 
o'clock,  sir  John  Fellows,  sub-governor^  ac- 
quainted the  assembly  with  the  occasion  of 
tfaeir  meeting ;  read  tothem  the  several  Resolu- 
tions of  the  Court  of  Directors  :  and  gave  them 
sn  account  of  their  proceedings  ;  of  the  taking 
in  both  the  redeemable  and  unredeemable  funds, 
and  of  the  subscriptions  in  money.  This  done, 
Mr.  Craggs,  senior,  made  a  ^lort  speech,  wherein 
he  Commended  the  conduct  of  the  Directors;  and 
argt'dythat  nothing  could  more  eflRKtaAlly  con- 
tribute to  the  bringing  this  scheme  to< perfection 
than  onion  among  themselves ;  and  concluded 
with  a  motion,  for  thanking  the  court  of  Direc- 
tors for  their  prudent  and  skilful  management, 
Md  for  desiring  them  to  proceed  in  such  me- 
thods, as  they  shouM  thmk  most  proper  for 
the  interest  and  advantage  of  the  corporation. 

Mr.  Craggs  wiis  seconded  by  Mr.  Hunger- 
fcrd,  wfaosaid,  *  That  he  had  been  the  rise 
^^aAM,  tlMibcay  wad  nsoirectioii  of  ttumj 


*  conhnaokies  of  -this  mtofv^  but .  thut,  in  hie 

*  opinion,  none  ever  fierformed*  such  woadeiifhi 

*  things  in  so  short  a  time,  as  the  South-Sea  umi* 

*  nagers  bad  brooglR  about  i  that  they  had  dMW 
'  aiore  thaa  the  orowo,  the  pulpit,  and  the  ma- 

*  gistrate  oould  do :  for  they  had  reooncHed  «11 

*  parties  in  one  common  incerest«  and  therabjr 

*  laid  asleep,  if  not  wholly  extinguished,  our 
^doesestic  jars  and  ammoeitaes:    that  by  tha 

*  rise  of  their  stocks  the  asooted-men  had  vastly 

*  increased  their  fortunes  t  the  country  gentle- 

<  men  had  seen  tlicTalue  of  their  laiHls  doubled 

*  «Dd  trebled  in  their  hands ;  and  they  had,  at 
'  the  same  time,  done  good  to  the  church,  not  ^ 
'*  fcw  of  the  reverend  clergy  having  got  great 

*  soma  by  this  project  s  tet,  in  short,  thev  had 
^  inrjched  the  whoie  nation ;  and  he  hoped  they 
'had  not  forgot  themselves.'  One  or  two 
members  of  the  assembly  havingoffered  to  speak 
in  favour  of  the  aimvitants,  to  censure  tbe  oon- 
d«ct  of  the'direotOTs,  they  were  presently  hissed 
to  silence ;  and  Mr.  Himgeifbrd,  reeuming  hb' 
speech,  continued  jaslifyii>g  and  applauding 
tnediractoM,  and  coochided  with  supporting 
Mr.  Craggs's  motion.  Thedidteof  Portland' 
spoke  on  feheaame  side,  and  said,  *  that  he  did 

*  not  know  what  reasons  any  body  bad  to  be 

<  dissatisfied  ;'  and  gave  in  a  draught  of  the  mo-' 
tion  for  -returning  thanks  to  tlMS  direoiors  ;' 
which  being  read  by  the  clerk,  it  was  ttoaniT' 
raooely  approved.  It  was  likewise  agreed,  timt, 
aooording  to  the  Itesolutioo  of  tbe  Directors,' 
**  the  ;f>ext  Christmas  dividend  on  the  stock 
and  subscriptions  in  money  should  be  SO  per 
oent.  and  that  a  dividend  of  not  less  than  50 
percent,  per  annum  be  made  from  Christmas' 
nextyin  half  yearly  payments,  for  not  less  than 
twelve  years,  upon  the  whole  stock  and  sub- 
scriptions." They  likewise  agreed  with  the 
Court  of  Directors,  to  omit  the  90  per  cent, 
subscription  in  money,  which  had  been  intended 
for  the  proprietors  of  the  original  stock  and 
former  subscriptions.  After  which  >a  motion 
was  made,  *'  That  the  last  subscribers,  both  of 
the  redeemable  and  irredeemable  funds,  should 
have  the  alternative,  either  to  withdraw  their 
orders,  or  accept  the  terms  ofiered  theiu  by  the 
Court  of  Directors."  But,  the  question  being 
put,  it  was  carried  in  tbe  negative,  three  or 
fonr  voices  excepted.  Then,  upon  the  eari  of 
Orkney's  motion,  the  general  court  was  ad* 
joumed. 

But,  though  the  Directors  carried  their  main 
point  in  the  general  courts  ret  the  negative  put 
upon  the  motion,  in  the  behalf  of  tbe  last  sub* 
scribers,  highly  incivased  the  nublic  discontent^ 
and  raised  such  a  distrust  of  the  honesty  of  tbe 
managers,  that  tbe  same  day  (Sept.  8.)  the  stocks 
fell  to  040,  and,  on  the  morrow,  to  550.  Upott 
this,  the  directors  resolved  to  open  the  transmr* 
books  the  Monday  following,  which  having 
thrown  some  damp  upon  the  Stock-jobbing  in 
the  Alley,  the  Suutb-Sea  rose  that  day  (^t. 
9,)  to  640.  On  the  other  hand,  several  of  the 
last  subscribers  of  annuities  went  vrith  a  public 
notary  to  tbe  South-Sea  House,  to  demand  thdr 
oiderst  and  upon  the  refusal  of  the  ^ifficen  ta 
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deliver  them,  the  pioprietort  made  their 
protests  io  dae  forp,  aiid  resolved  to  seek  their 
remedy  at  law.  Io  the  mean  time,  thev  loodljr 
Gomplaiued  of  the  aofair  manner^  io  which  they 
were  drawn  io  to  suhscribe  their  annuities  »  for, 
it  seems,  at  the  top  of  every  page  of  the  sub- 
flcription-book,  there  was  a  short  letter  of  at- 
torney, whereby  the  subscribers  impowered 
three  persons,  therein  named,  to  accept  such 
terms,  as  the  company  should  think  fit  to 
give  them  for  their  effects;  ^icb  titey  ailedeed 
to  he  a  mere  trick,  not  one  in  a  hundred  of 
the  subscribers  having  read  the  insnaring  pre- 
amble. 

On  the  10th  of  September,  the  directors 
.  caused  the  followiifg  advertisement  to  be  pub- 
lished :  *  The  court  of  directors  give  notice, 
'.that  the  dividends  for  Christmas  next,  and 
'  afterwards,  voted  by  the  general  court  on  the 
'  8tb  of  September,  which  shall  become  due  on 
'  the  four  money  subscriptions,  already  taken 

*  for  the  sale  of  the  stock  of  the  company,  will 

*  be  allowed  in  part  of  the  payments,  which  shall 
'  become  due  on  the  subscriptions ;  and  that 

*  the  10  per  cent,  stock  for  the  last  Midsummer 

*  dividend,  on  the  first,  second  and  third  of  the 

*  money  subai;riptions,  will  be  in  titled  to  the 
'  like  dividends,  and  be  allowed  in  further  part 
'  of  the  payment  on  those  subscriptions.  And 
'whereas  the  transfer-books  of  the  company 
'.were  advertised  to  be  shut  from  the  Slst  of 
'  August  last,  to  the  Slst  of  September,  in  order 
'  to  the  making  the  subscriptions  of  ^  per 
'  cent,  intended  fi>r  the  proprietors ;  and  the 

/  *  general  court  having  since  agreed,  that  this 
4  subscription  be  omitted,  the  court  of  directors 
'  give  notice,  That  the  transfer-books  will  be 

*  opened  on  the  IStli  instant,  and  will  continue 
'  open  as  usual.' 

Some  of  the  managers  vainly  expected,  that 
this  advertisement  would  hive  contributed  to 
the  keeping  up  the  stock ;  but,  as  it  continued 
ainkiog,  they  were  obliged  to  have  recourse  to 
more  effectual  methods.  They  made  some 
secret  advances  tdwanls  an  union  with  the 
East-India  company ;  but^  a  secret  committee 
of  thatcompan]^,  appointed  to  consider  of  their 
offers,  not  having  thought  proper  to  accept 
them,  they  were  forced  to  court  the  assistance 
,  of  their* rival,  the  Bank  of  England.  At  the 
earnest  desire,  and  by  the  zealous  inteiposition 
of  Mr.  Secretary  Craggs,  several  conferences 
were  held  between  a  select  number  of  the  di- 
rectors of  those  two  corporations;  which 
raised  so  great  an  expectation,  that  on  the  13th 
of  Scpteoraer*,  in  the  morning,  upon  a  report, 

*  '<  Sept.  13.  I  came  (as  I.  told  yon  I  would) 
tp  to  woe,  in  order  to  adjust  the  matter  of  your 
Lottery  tickkts,  pursuant  to  the  advertisement 
from  the  South  Sea  company.  Yesterday  was 
the  day  appointed,  butt  (as  is  customary  with 
them)  they  have  putt  ittof,  and  those  concerned 
are  to  wait  their  Ieisure,and  take  such  satisfaction 
as  they  thinke  fitt  to  ^ve.  Wee  made  them 
king^,  and  they  deal  with  every  body  as  sacb ; 
those  whoe  submit  and  subscribe  are  at  their. 


that  they  had  cone  to  an  agvYoment  for  of* 

culating  six  millions  of  the  South-Sea  company's 
bonds,  the  stuck  rose  immediately  to  670 ; 

mercy ;  those  whoe  doe  nott,.  are  to  be  oppresc 
in  such  manner,  as  shall  make  what  is  due  to 
them  of  little  use ;  and  all  this,  I  suppose,  they 
are  to  be  supported  in,  having  engaged  the 
House  of  Commons  soe  far  in  t^Dir  interest,  by 
wa^es  obvious  to  every  body,  that  I  thiake  the 
nation  will  bee  to  beare  suc^  part  of  ihe  los&e 
sustained  b/ private  persons,  as  the  compaoj 
shall  thinke  htt;  whilst  the  gaine  obtained  bj 
fraud  and  villanous  practices,  is  t'>  turne  to  their 
advantage.  I  foresaw  this  from  the  beginning, 
and  have  as  many  witnesses  of  itt,  as  persons  I 
cooverst  with;  but  I  owne,  I  thought  they 
would  have  carryed  on  the  cheat  somewbaa 
longer.  Various  are  the  conjectures  why  they 
suffered  the  cloud  to  breakc  soe  early,  I  made 
noe  doubt  butt 'twould  doe  soe  when  thev  fbond 
itt  for  their  advantage,  which  nott  beiog  the 
case  just  att  this  lime,  some  other  reason  moat 
bee  found ;  and  the  true  one  I  take  to  bee, 
stretching  creditt  soe  far  beyond  what  'twould 
beare,  that  specie  proves  deficient  for  suppojting 
itt,  by  circulating  paper.  It  is  observable,  that 
many  of  their  mostcon^derable  men,  with  their 
fast  friends,  the  tories,  Jacobites,  and  pa|.ista 
(for  these  they  have  all  alung  hugged)  have 
drawne  out,  securing  themselves  by  ihe  losses 
of  the  deluded  tboughtlesse  numbers,  whose 
understandings  were  over-r|^ffd  by  avarice,  and 
hopes  of  making  mountains  of  mole  hills. 
Thousands  of  fieinulyes  will  be  reduced  to  beg- 
gery,  what  the  consequences  of  that  will  bee, 
time  must  shew;  I  know  what  I  thought  from 
the  beginning,  and  feare  'tis  very  near  att  hand. 
The  consternation  is  inexpressible,  the  rage  be- 
yond expression,  and  the  case  sp  desperate,  tlist 
I  doe  noit  sec  any  plan  or  scheme,  so  inuch 
as  thought  of,  for  averting  the  blow,  soe  that 
I  can't  pretend  to  guesse  att  what  is  next  to  bee 
done. 

"  Sept.  27.  The  Company  have  yett  come  to 
noe  determination,  for  they  are  in  such  a  wood, 
that  they  know  nott  which  way  to  turoe,  butt 'tis, 
given  out  (I  siippose  by  direction)  that  they 
will  lower  the  price  of  the  third  and  fourth  sub- 
scriptions, and  offer  more  reasonable  terines  to 
the  redeemables,  leaving  to  their  option  the  ac- 
ceptance, or  returne  of  their  severall  securityes, 
these  to  remain  on  the  foote  they  are,  till  dis- 
charged by  payment  in  mony;  noe  doabtatt 
first  they  intended  nothing  lesse,  but  as  Mn 
Budgell  told  them  in  the  generall  court,  since 
the  mountain  would  nott  come  to  Mabomec, 
hee  must.eoe  toe  the  mountaioe.  You  mia- 
understood  mee  in  thinking,  I  expected  a  spee- 
dy dissolution  :  that  had  Men  'considered  and 
lay*d  aside,  notwithstanding  which,  as  earnest 
application  was  every  where  making  as  if  elec- 
tions were  to  begin  within  a  month,  this  was  be* 
gun  by  the  South  Sea-men,  and  great  sumes 
have  they  already  spent,  butt,  if  I  mistake  not, 
they  will  meet  with  more  disaJ[>pointiiieots,  than 
they  expected ;  for  by  several  gQotlemeiit  lately 
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but  in  the  sfternoon,  as  soon  m  that  repot t 
was  known  to  be  git>ondJ«ss>  the  stock  fell 
■gain  to  580 ;  the  next  6%j  to  570,  and  so 
pnuiually  to  400;  which  increased  the  marmnr- 
mp  and  complaims  of  the  last  sobsoihers  and 
exposed  several  of  the  directors  to^  pubKc  in- 
sults. 

Mr.  Robert  Walpole,  who  was  pajmaster  of 
the  army,  and  lired  the  greatest  part  of  that 
summer  in  the  conotryy  to  avoid  giving  offence 
to  those  that  had,  with  the  directors,  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  South^Sesi  afiairs,  being  then 
thoQf^  to  have  great  credit  and  influence  with 
the  Bank,  was  sent  for  out  of  the  country,  and 
traportoned  to  use  his  interest  to  indtm  the 
Bank  to  agree  to  a  Proposal  made  by  the 

come  to  towne,  I  perceive  the  vety  name  of  a 
Sooth  Sea-mao,  growes  abominable  in  every 
country. 

^  Your  remark  is  very  just,  that  if  this  great 
Leviathan  intended  to  have  been  dh^ectors  of 
the  whole  national  afimirs,  as  well  as  of  the  com- 
pany xloe  fall,  itt  will  necessarily  occasion,  such 
a  convulsion,  as  not  honest  man  desires ;  but  I 
think  there  remains  a  middle  way  between  the 
two  extremes,  by  supporting  their  creditt,  as 
far  as  in  reason  itt  ought  to  bee  supported,  dis^ 
tineoishing  between  what  ought  properly  to  bee 
calT'd  creditt,  and  ohimericall  cakolatioos,  and 
the  one  is  certainly  practicable,  without  run- 
niag'into  the  other.  A  great  many  goldsmiths 
are  already  gone  of,  and  more  will  daily.  I 
<)u^tion  whether  one  third,  nay  a  fourth  cail 
stand  itt;  the  cause  of  which,  is  this,  those 
white  had  either  originally,  or  buying  with  roony 
({Ott  by  taking  differences,  run  into  pretty  con- 
siderable quantityes  of  stock,  nott  being  there- 
with content,  bntt  resolving  to  sitt  down  with  no- 
thing lesse  then  hundred  thousands,  in  order  to 
obteine  which,  gave  vastprannlums  to  the  gold- 
smiths for  mony,  pawning  their  stock  some  att 
four,  others  att  &fe  and  six  hundred,  this  being 
lookt  oppoB  as  good  as  land  security :  the  mo- 
ney thus  lent  by  the  goldsmiths  was  in  cash 
notes,  which  whilst  paper  had  creditt,  answered 
the  end  as  well  as  specie ;  butt  assoon  as  a  run 
was  uppon  them,  they  found  (by  reason  of  the 
stocks  sinking)  their  pledges  would  nott  produce 
cash  to  answer  their  notes,  and  thus  on«  after 
another  are  they  everv  day  |oiog  of. 

**  From  the  very  beginnmg,  I  founded  my 
.judgment  of  the  whole  mair  uppon  this  unques- 
tionable maxim,  that  ten  millions  (which  is  more 
then  our  running  cash)  would  not  circulate  two 
hendred  millions,  beyond  which  our  paper  cre- 
ditt extended  ;  that  therefore,  when  ever  that 
should  become  doubtfoll,  bee  the  cause  what  itt 
woald,  our  noble  state  machine  must  inevitably 
M  to  the  gro«md|  or  att  best  bee  brought  within 
•oe  much  a  narrower  oompasse  then  what  was 
projected,  that  our  most  sanguine  people  would 
find  nothing  more  appositely  expressive  of  their 
▼ain  hopes  then 

farturiunt  moHtu,  nasceiur  ridiculus  mui, 

*^  I  ciukafowcd,  with  ao  honest  aod  frieod- 

9 


South-Sea  Company,  for  circulating  a  number 
of  their  bonds. 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  nothing  of  this  kind 
arose  from  thexBank,  or  was  at  tneir  motion  : 
and,  as  far  as  'it  appears,  nothing  but  an  ap- 
prehension of  the  people's  resentment,  with 
which  they  were  loudly  threatened,  could  have 
prevailed  with  th^  Bank  to  have  treated  at  all 
with  the  South-Sea  Company,  and  involve 
themselves  in  their  calamities'.  But  the  cla- 
mour was  irresistible,  and  thi6  Bank,  opt  of  ne- 
cessity, hearkened  to  the  Proposals  of  the 
South-Sea  Company;  for  from  them  every 
step  and  motion  proceeded. 

The  first  expedient  was  for  the  Bank  to  cir- 
culate bonds  of  che  South-Sea  Company  to  a 
certain  value  for  a  time  to  be  agreed  upon,  and 
a  proposal  to  that  effect  was,  on  the  16th  of 
September,  sent  to  the  Bank  by  the  Sub  and 
Deputy  Governors  of  the  South-Sea  Company. . 

1  his  not  being  relished  immediately,  it  was 
proposed,  that  there  should  be  a  meeting  of  a 
Committee,  consisting  of  five  of  each  Company, 
at  the  post-master's  house,  where  were  likewise 
present,  lord  president,  Mr.  Secretaf-y  Craggs, 
the  chancellor  of  the  excheqner,  and  M  r.  Craggs, 
poBt-master-general  *.    The  meeting  was  oii 

ly  intention,  to  persuade  as  many  of  my  friends 
as  I  conversed  with,  to  secure  the  main  chance, 
and  nott  dip  (at  least)  out  of  their  depth,  in  case 
they  should  resolve  to  goe  with  the  current. 
Some  few  were  prevailed  uppon  by  such  argu- 
ments as  I  thought  well  foundeil,  whose  hearty 
thanks  and  acknowledgments  I  hare  received ; 
butt  the  far  greater  part  concluding  (as  I  most 
own  I  did)  that  the  thing  would  have  been  caiv 
ryed  on  for  some  longer  time,  have  on  this  sup- 
position, run  themselves  aground,  Which  they 
dearly  repent:  into  this  they  were  generally 
lead  by  assurances  from  the  i^ent.  whose  nose 
bled,  and  whoe  himselfe  was  certainly  duped  by 
the  honest  directors  from  whom  hee  receiv*!! 
information,  whilst  ^ey  were  all  the  time  (un* 
derhand)  selling  out  as  fost  as  they  could. 
That  he  was  duped,  I  thinke  past  doubt,  from 
his  havim;  by  his  iniffuence,  brought  all  hia  par- 
ticular mendSy  and  even  his  owne  family  and 
nearest  relations,  soe  far  into  the  mirA,  as  that 
few  of  them  will,  during  their  lives,  surmount 
the  losse,  others  of  them  are  soe  totally  undone, 
as  to  bee  beyond  possibiKty  of  retrieving  itt'. 
Possibly,  before  the  end  of  next  session,  I  may 
bee  called  a  South  Sea-man,  for  I  shall  nott 
join  with  thooe  whose  losses  have  soe  far  exas- 
perated them,  as  to  bee  desirous,  out  of  revaise; 
to  run  into  extremes,  which  may  endangerUie ' 
nation.  Farewel.''— -Coxe^s  Walpole.  Corres- 
respomJtence;  Mr.  Thomas  Bit>drick  to  lord 
Chancellor  Middletom 

♦  The  five  directors  of  South-Sea  were.  Si* 
John  Fellows,  sub-|ovemor;  Charles  Joye, 
deputy-governor;  Sir  Theodore  Jansen,  lifK 
Gore, 'Mr.  Chester.  The  five  Bank  Director^ 
were,  Mr.  Hanger,  gotemor ;  Sir  John  Ward; 
Sir  Gilbert  Heathcot»|  Sir  Peter  Dehn^.  Sir 
NaUumiel  Goold« 
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die  19(h  of  SitplMdWr,  ibree  days  cfta:  the 
Proposal. 

Tnif  oonference  kflce4  meny  boart^  with 
great  rtlactance  oo  the  |mrt  of  cbe  Bank,  bot 
was  pressed  with  so  miicb  eagerness  and  autho- 
rity on  the  other  side,  that  tbe  BasJc  was  pre- 
vailed upon  to  yield. 

Il  was  thought  proper,  before  tbey  parted, 
that  sometiiing  should  be  redueed  into  writing, 
AS  a  minute  of  tl^  substwiee  of  what  bad  been 
under  coosideratietn,  and  to  serve  at  a  founda- 
lion  of  a  future  agreeaient  or  contraa  between 
ibe  two  compaoies* 

There  was  some  little  dispute  who  should 
draw  the  Minute,  hut  it  being  tbe  g^eral  de- 
sire of  the  company,  that  Mr.  Walpole  should 
do  it,  in  the  presence  of  tbe  whole  meeting,  he 
put  down  in  writing  what  has  ever  since  been 
(tailed.  The  Bank  Cootract,  and  whieb  was  in 
|be  following  words:  •  That  tbe  Bank  of  £ng- 

*  land  shall  undertake  to  circulate  three  mil- 

<  lions  of  South-Sea  bends  for  one  year,  nt  a 

*  premium  to  be  agreed  upon  by  tbe  two  oon^ 

*  Denies ;  a  subscription  to  be  taken,  lor  en»- 
'  bling  the  Bauk  to  carry  on  tbe  circulation, '— • 
^  per  cent,  to  be  paid  down  by  every  subscriber, 
'  and  -^  per  cent,  upon  every  call  at  a  fort*- 
'  night's  notice;    the  coutract  with  the  sub- 

*  scribers  to  be  inade  in  the  nature  and  form  with 
f  former  contracts,  for  circulating  Exchequer 

<  bills,  and  tbe  charges  ofcirculittiou  to  be  borne 

*  by  the  South-Sea  company.     That,  in  consi- 

*  deration  of  this  uiidertuking,  the  Soutb-Sea 

<  co'npaoy  shall    pay  the    3,700,000/.  to   he 

*  paid  to  tbe  Bank,  by  notice  of  parliament,  in 
'  South-Sea  stock,  at  a  price  to  be  agreed  on 
*^  between  tbe  two  companies/ 

This  Paper  (which  was  all  that  Mr.  Walpole 
ever  wrote  relating  to  the  affiur;  for  at  the 
other  meetings  be  was  never  once  present)  Itad 
BO  title  or  preamble,  signifying  what  it  imported: 
tbe  premium  for  curculating,  and  what  was  to 
be  paid  down  for  tbe  drcnlation,  was  left  blank, 
and  tbe  most  material  part  of  the  whole,  at 
what  price  tbe  Bank  was  to  take^  the  South 
Sea  Stock  for  9,700,000/.  was  refitrred  to  a  sub- 
sequent agreement.  So  it  could  not,  with  any 
propriety,  be  ealled  a  Contract,  bot  rather  a 
rough  draught  of  an  agreement,  void  of  all  form 
or  any  manner  of  obl^atien. 

Tbe  nen  day  after  this  meeting  (Sept.  SO) 
there  was  a  General  Court  of  tbe  South  Sea 
Company,  at  Merchaiit-Taylor'»'ball,  where  sir 
John  Fellows,  the  sub-governor,  acquainted 
them,  '  That,  siaoe  their  last  meeting,  their 

*  stock  having  taken  an  unexpected  turn  to  tbe 
^  disadvantage  of  the  company,  the  directors 

*  had  been  constlltiog  what  m^lbt  be  most  for 

*  the  benefit  of  the  corporation ;  and  oouwdering 

*  the  great  credit  the  Bank  of  England  had 

<  justly  gained,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  thev 

*  bad  t^Night  it  for  their  interest  to  treat  with 

<  that  company  for  tbe  circnlating  their  bonds, 

<  and  to  gnmt  them  stock  at  a  moderate  price 

<  in  lieu  of  the  d,700|000/.  which  tbe  Soutb-Sea 

<  Company  was  to  pagf  tbem  ac  lady^day  aad 

*  Michaelmas,  1721,    And  tbatiioai  cbe  result 


<  of  the  meeting  tbey  had  tbe  fright  before  untfa 

*  some  |entiemen  of  tbe  Bauk,  and  some  pof- 
'  sons  of  tbe  first  rank,  they  .  doifbud  noc  but 

*  such  an  agreement  might  soon  be  perfected.' 
Hereupon  Mr.  Oawsen  moved,  *  That  tbe  di- 

*  rectors  he  impowered  to  agree  with  the  Bank 

*  of  England,  or  any  other  persons,  to  circaUie 

*  the  oookpaiiy'e  boodsy  or  make  ai^ .  other 

*  agreement  with  the  Bank,  which  they  sboidd 
'judge  propers*  imd  he  was  seconded  by  sir 
John  Eyles.  Hereupon  Mr.  Uuogerford  moved 
for  amending  tbe  latter  part  of  tbfs  qneuiofi, 
by  nmking  express  mention  of  that  otber 
agreement.  Out  Mr.  Pulteney  spoke  for  the 
question,  and  thought  it  best  to  usie  a  latitude 
of  expressieo,  and  so  leave  |be  directors  at  li- 
1>erty  to  act  as  they  should  think  proper  for  tbe 
interest  of  the  compauy.  He  added, '  That  it 
'  was  a  matter  of  surprise  to  see  what  a  panic 

*  had  seised  upon  the  minds  of  the  peqple,  at  a 

*  time  when  the  nation  was  in  profouod  peace, 

*  and  had  nothwg  to  fearv  either  at  boaae  or 

*  from  abroad.  That,  indeed,  a  rumoof  had 
'  been  universally  spread,  as  if  tbe  armament 
^  of  the  Spaniards  was  desigped  either  agaioft 

*  Port  Mahon  or  Gibraltar ;  but  that  be  took 
'that  report  to  be  altogether  fol^  apd  giouod- 

<  less,  and  only*  intended  lo  scandalno  that 

*  potentate,  and  to  terrify  the  peuple  iiere ;  for 
'  lie  hunself  had  seen  and  perusea  a  copy  of  a 
'  letter,  written  by  the  express  command  of  tbe 
/  king  uf  Spain  by  his  secreury  of  state  to  the 
'  Dritish  minister  a^  Madrid,  absolutely  denying, 
'in  the  strongest  terms,  any  designa  of  tbe 
'Spanish  forces  against  any  of  his  Britoanie 
'  mi^esty's  dominions.  That  be  was  as  much 
'  concerned  in  the  company  as  most  people; 
'  but  that  notwithstanding  1  his  general  and  lerri- 

*  ble  alarm,  he  had  not  disposed  of  any  part  of 
'  his  stock  ;  for  he  woukl  think  it  a  scandal  to  be 

*  ridi,  if  the  nation  were  ruined.  ^Tbat,  bow» 
'  ever,  he  hoped  the  case  would  be  quue  oUier^ 
'  wise  ;  and  he  doubted  not  but  tbe  compaajf 
'  would  soon  be  restored  to  its  former  flooriehiag 
'  condition,  since  it  waa  like  to  be  supported  by 
'  tbe  Bank  of  England,  a  corporation,  who  by 
'  wise,  though  slow  and  cautious  meaeores,  had 
'established  its  credit,  not  only  atbomc,  but 
'  even  among  foreigners.'  Upon  this  tbeqoeeciou 
was  qneniffiously  agreed  to.  Sir  John  Fellows 
then  forther  acquainted  the  assembly,  *  Tbat» 

*  tbe  proprietors  of  the  several  anauitiea  lasely 
'  subscribed,  as  well  as  those  interested  m  tbe 
'  two  last  money-eubscriptions,  being  very  aMidi 
'  dissatisfied,  foariog  thereby  to  be  grca^  looers^ 
'  cbe  directors  had  thouglit  it  proper,  tbat 
'  tbe  terms  should  be  lowered  to  make  tbem 
'  easy.'  Whereupon  sir  Matthew  Decker 
moved, '  That  power  be  given  to  fbo  direotors 
'  to  relieve  tbe  annuitants,  who  came  in  epo« 

*  tbe  Ust  subscription :  as  Ukewise  cbe  peopno- 

*  tors  of  tbe  third  and  foui;^  monsj-eobscripr- 

*  tioos.'  He  was  seconded  by  Mi-.CiMgH  ae« 
nior,  who  among  other  things,  jaid,*  I^  M»- 

*  thing  could  be  more  reasonable  fmid  just,  than 
'  to  gMMtisfaction  to  people  vrbo  bad  tnitled 
'tbttrfoftuMeaiid 
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*'  and  that  St 'Would  be  a  Df>torioii9  robbery  to 
^  take  edy  aoknntoge  of  their  confidence  in  the 

*  \\mwit  EDil  integrUy  of  the  directort.'  This 
gftte  occasion  to  Mr.  Budgel*  to  refleci  in  a 
tpeeehy  on  the  prodigious  leap,fron)  a  sobscrip- 
tien>of400/.  to  one  of  1,000/.  which  left  such 
a  gap  iu  the  bnilding,  im.  would  at  last  brin^  it 
to  the  ground.  He  then  observed,  that  the 
fall  of  the  MOck  wa$  owing  to  the  malicious  ru- 
fiiour,  that  two  orihree  of  the  very  directors 
liad  basely  betrayed  the  trust  reposed  in  thi'iii. 
When  he  had  done  speaking,  Mr.  Chester,  one 
of  the  directors,  spoke  in  vindicatioQ  of  liis  bre- 
thren, and  said,  *■  Thnt  he  knew  of  no  proceed- 
'  ings  among  them,  (Hit  what  were  iitteudcd  for 
^  the  good  Ofthe  whole  compat»y :  that  for  his  own 
*^parc,  he  had  not  sold  any  uf  his  stock,  nor  re- 

*  served  to  himself  any  more  of  thesubscriptions 

*  than  what  was  allowed  to  eacli  of  thedirec- 

*  tors;  and  thot  his  fortune  would  have  been  as 

*  large,  if  he  had  not  been  a  director ;  that  as 
'  to  the  great  gap  bettve^n    the  second  and 

*  third  suhbcription,  in  myncy,  which  was  ob- 
'  jected  as  a  wrong  step  in  the  management  of 
'  the  company's  aftairs,  he  could  assure  them, 

*  that  it  was  none  of  the  directors  fault,  since 
'  they  designed  to  have  made  the  thif-d  sub- 
'scriptioo  at  five  or  six  hundred  ;  but,  the  }»u- 

*  raour  and  eageme?8  of  the  people  having  run 

*  op  the  South  Sen  Stock  to  seven  or  eight 

*  This  is  the  £ustace  Budgel  alluded  to  by 
Fope. 

**  Thrice  Bud.crel  aim'd  to  spcal:,  but  thrice  siipprest 
I    '  By  potent  Arthur,  laiocked  bis  chin  and  breast'* 

Again, 

,   ^*  Let  Budget  charge  low  Grub-Street  oo  his  quill, 
*  And  write  wbate  er  he  pieaaedj  except  his  Will." 

';  The  last  line  alludes  to  Tiodal's  Will :  by 
wkiehy  and  other*  indirect  practices,  Budgel,  to 
theexehiiioB  of  tlie  next  heir^  a  nephew,  got  to 
himseU  almost  the  whole  fortooeof  a  man  en- 
tirely Qoreiated  to  hiv.  Respecting,  the  cir- 
eumitanice  hinted  at,  o£  Eustace  Budgel  having 
forged  Dr.Tindars  Will,  the  reader  might  per- 
haps wish  to  have- some  iurtber  account.  Dr. 
Tiodal,of  All  Souls- Coyege,  Oxford,  of  no- 
torio»  ebaracter,  -the  Author  of  Christianity 
as  oki  as  the  Creation;  left  the  following  Will, 
^  I,  Matthew  Tiudal,  ^o«  (after  a- legacy  to  his 

*  aakl-eervant)  give  and  bequeath  to  Eustace 
'  Budget,  the  eum  of  two  thomand  one  hundred 
'  poandd,  that  his  great  talents  may  serve  his 
'  country,  &c.  my  strong  box,  my  diamond 
<  mg,  MS.  books,  &c.  (Signed)  Mat.  Tindal.' 

**The  reverend  Nicholas  Tindal,  his  ne- 
phew, author  of  the  Continuation  of  Rapin,de- 
oVared  his  suspicion  char  this  Will  was  forged. 
This  was  generally  credited,  and  Budgel,  in 
1787,  threw  himself  out  of  a  boat  and  was  drown- 
ed. He  wrote  eereral'  of  the  Spectators ;  the  His- 
tory of  the  Bovles,  eafb  df  Sharinon,  6ec.  and  a 
wmlj  pamphlet  called  the  Bee.  The  cause,  of 
his  dittith  was  supposed  tp  hftvebeen  in  relation 
td  ik\s  Will."  Popo*«  Works,  vol.  4,  p.  62. 
B(iwte,£dit.taOf.      • 
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<  hundred;  they  could  tiot  irt  prtid'ence  ojjen  H 

<  subscription  at  less  than  a  thousand.'  The 
assembly  seemed  to  be  very  well  pleased  wiih 
Mi". Chester's  speech;  but  many  wondered, 
that  none  of  his  brethren  took  that  opportunity 
to  clear  themselves,  a^  he  had  done.  Upoii 
the  whole  matter,  the  court  unanimously  Rgretd. 
to  the  question  for  relieving[the  last  subscribers^ 
and  then  adjourned. 

Two  days  after,  Sept.  29^  tliere  was  a  Ge- 
neral Court  of  the  Bank  of  England,  when 
the  governor  acquainted  them,  that  this  nas 
oue  of  their  quarterly  and  l>alf  yearly  meetinas, 
and  that  their  directors  had  come  to  a  re<;oru^ 
tion  to  declare  the  last  bal^yearly  dividend  at 
four  per  cent ;  to  which  the  court  having  una- 
nimously agreed,  the  governor  proceeded,  say-, 
iog,  <  He  presumed,  none  could  be  ignorant 

*  there    had   of   late    been    divers    meeting^ 

*  and  conferences  between  the  directors  of 
^  this  company  and  the  directors  of  the  South 
*■  ^ca,  under  the  influence  and  interposition  of 
'  s«nne  persons  of  the  highest  figure  and  station  : 
^  that}  bliey  had  made  no  agreement  yet  witK 

*  the  Sooth  Sea ;    but  that  the  directors  had 

*  thought  fit  to  come  to  a  resolution  upoi?  the 
'  matter.'  Then  (he  resolution  was  read  ;  and, 
without -any  person's  speaking  to  it,  was  imme- 
diarely  formed  into  a  quesuon  to  this  effect: 

*  That, .  for  the  better  support  of  the  public 
'  credit,  the  directors  of  the  bank  of  England 

*  beimpowered  to  agree  with  the  directors  of 

*  the  South  Sea,  to  circulate  their  bonds  to 
*•  what  sum,  and  upon  what  terms,  and  for  what 

*  time,  they  shall  think  proper ;   and  to  make 

*  what  other  agreements  with  the  South  Sea, 

*  ihey  shall  judge  to  be  for  the  interest  of  this 

*  corporutiun :'  which  question  was  instantly 
agreed  to  with  great  unanimity.  Tlien  the 
Governor  acquainted  them,  that  he  believed 
bodks  would  be  ready  for  a  subscription  to  be 
taken  in,  the  next  day,  for  the  purpose  afore- 
saitf,  atHt  that  it  woidd  be  on  the  usual  teritif, 
15/.'  per  cent,  deposit,  and  3/.  per  cent,  pre- 
miuib,  and  bl.  per  cent,  interest,  and  thwu  the 
court  adjourned. 

The  Directors  of  the  two  Companies  being  thtis 
emprvcvered,  a  Committer;  of  Iwth  met  on  the 
23rd  ^^  September,  and  a  Proposal  was  made  . 
by  one  of  the  directors  of  the  South  Sea  Com- 
pany, *  That  the  3,700,000/.  (which  the  South 

*  Sea  Company  was  to  repay  to  the  Bank  at 

*  Ltidy-thiy,  and  Michaelmas  1721)-should  be' 

*  subscribed  by  the  Bank  into  the  stock  of  the, 
'  South  Sea  Company,  for  which  the  Bank  was 

*  to  have  such  shares  as  the  funds  would  pro- 

<  duce.  the  stock  being  valued   at  400/.  per 

*  cent.*' 

This  Proposal  was  the  next  day  reported  at 
a  court  of  the  directors  of  the  Bank;  and, 
being  agreed  to,  was  thte  same. day  communi- 
cated, by  a  director  of  tl>e  Bank,  to  the  court 
of  directors  of  the  South  Sea  Company. 

This,  ill  short,  is  the  History  of  the  famous 
Bank  Contract,  which  has  made  so  much 
noise.  The  substance  of  all  which  is,  that,  in 
the  dav  of  distress,  the  B&nk  was  thought  the' 
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onlj  ftwatc%  to  support  the  sinking  sUte  of 
Ibe  South  Sea  Company.  Everj  one  that 
-was  thought  capable  of  giving  any  assistance 
was  called  in:  at  the  tirst  conference  Mr. 
Walpole  assisted,  and  the  Bank  was  persuaded 
to  undertake  what  was  proposed  to  them : 
the  first  part  of  the  proposition,  and,  indeed, 
the  original  proposal  for  circulating  the  bonds, 
upon  which  the  first  conference  was  held^  was 
dropped  by  the  South  Sea  Company ;  and  the 
last  article  of  uking  South  Sea  stock  at  400/. 
percent,  was  carried  on  and  accepted  by  a 
committee  of  the  Bank:,  and  this  example,  it 
was  hoped,  by  the  managers  of  the  South  Sea 
affairs,  would  fix  the  price  of  South  Sea  stock 
at  that  rate :  but  they  were  soon  convinced  by 
the  daily  fall  of  the  stock,  that  this  expedient 
vrould  not  answer:  and  the  Bank  quickly  found, 
they  had  been  prevailed  upuo  to  consent  to 
what  they  were. not  able  to  performi  as  will 
presently  be  seen. 

When  the  Books  were  opened  at  the  Bank, 
for  taking  in  a  subscription  for  the  support  of 
public  credit,  the  concourse  of  people,  wlio 
readily  brought  in  their  money,  was  nt  first  so 
very,  great,  that  it  was  judged  the  whole  sub- 
acription,  (which  was  intended  for  three  millions) 
would  hare  been  filled  that  very  day :  but  it 
happened^  that  the  fall  of  the  South  Sea  stock, 
and  the  discredit  of  that  company's  bonds,  oc- 
casioned a  run  upon  the  most  eminent  gold- 
smiths and  bankers,  some  of  whom  having 
lent  out  great  sums  upon  South  Sea  stock,  and 
qther  public  securities,  were  obliged  to  shut 
up  ^heir  shups  and  abscond.  The  Sword 
Blade  Company  (who  hitherto  had  been  the 
chief  cash-keepers  of  the  South  Sea  Company) 
being  almost  drained  of  their  ready  money, 
were  forced  to  s»top  payipent,  and  set  up  at 
their  ofBce  written  hiils,  giving  notice,  *•  That 
'  they   would  pay  auy   part  of  their  notes  m 

*  South  Sea  stock  at  400/.  per  cent,  or  pay 

*  part  in  cash  on  the  Monday  following,  and 
'  give  five  per  cent,  interest  on  the  rest  Mil 

*  paid ;  and  that  they  would  take  their ,  own 
*•  notes  in  payment  of  the  monies  thej[  had 
'  lent.'  This,  being  looked  upon  as  a  kind  of 
jpankruptcy,  increased  the  public  calamity, 
and  occasioned  a  great  run  upon  the  Bank, 
who  were  obliged  to  pay  out  money  faster  than 
they  received  it  upon  the  subscription.  But  the 
festival  of  Michaelmas,  on  which  the  Bank  was 
shut  of  course,  gave  it  some  breathing  time. 

In  the  mean  time,  South  Sea  Stock  con- 
tinued sinking  till  Michaelmas- Day,  when  it 
was  about  150,  at  ifhich  price  it  was  on  the 
<2nd  of  February,  the  day  after  the  House  of 
Commons  accepted  the  Proposals  of  th^Suuth 
Sea  Company,  whose  low  credit  appeared  yet 
more  plainly,  in  that  their  bonds,  payable  on 
Michaelmas  1721,  were  now  at  above '25/.  per 
cent,  discount. 

Pursuant  to  a  furmer  Resolution  for  relieving 
the  last  subscribers,  a  general  court  was  held  the 
30thorSeptember,  wherein,  aflerihe  agreement 
with  the  Bank  was  ratified,  it  was  resolved  that 
the  proprietors  of  the  redeemable  debts^  taken 


in  on  the  last  subscriptioDS,  should  beaUow^d, 
for  their  several  interests  in  the  funds,  the  same 
terms,  in  all  respects,  as  the  Bank  ;  and  that 
the  last  subscription  of  the  Long  Annuities 
should  be  valued  at  33  years  purchase ;  and  of 
the  Short  at  47  years  purchase  ;*  to  be  paid  for 
in  stock  at  400  per  cent,  and  be  intitled  to  the 
last  Midsummer  dividend:  And  that  all  the 
Annuitants  should  be  allowed  the  interest  of 
th^ir  annuities  to  the  39th  of  September.  It  was 
also  agreed,  that  the  third  subscription,  which 
was  taken  at  1000  per  cent,  should  be  reduced 
to  400  per  cent,  and  the  subscription  receipts 
given  out  accordingly.  Tharthe  100  per  cent. 
already  paid,  should  be  taken  in  part  of  the 
payment ;  and  that  the  remaining  300  per  cent, 
should  be  paid  in  nine  payments,  whereof  the 
three  next  payment<(  to  beat  40  per. cent,  each, 
and  the  other  six  payments  at  ^  per  ceoL  at 
six  months  distance,  from  each  other ;  the  first 
payment  of  40  per  cent,  to  be  the  2d  of  July 
.1721.  It  was  also  agreed,  tliat  the.  fourth 
subscription,  which  was  taken  at  1000  per 
cent,  whereof  200  per  cent,  was  paid  down, 
should  be  also  reduced  to  400  per  cent. 
and  that  the  remaining  200  per  cent.  sbouU 
be  paid  in  eight  equal  payments  of  35  per 
cent,  ^each,  the  first  of  which  was  to  be  the 
26th  of  September,  17i21,  and  the  remain- 
ing  payments,  at  six  months  distance  from 
each  other.  That  interest  shqiuld  be  al* 
Ipwed  to  the  company  from  Michaelmas,  1720, 
after  the  rate  of  5  per  cent,  per  ann.  to  the 
respective  times  of  payment  of  the  said  third  and 
fourth  subscriptions:  And  that^the  lOperceaL 
dividend  at  Midsummer,  should  be  also  allowed 
on  the  third  and  fourtli  subcriptions:  That  the 
proprietors  of  the  receipts  of  all  the  money 
subscriptions,  should    be  allowed,  in  part  of 

^  It  may  not  beomproper  to  insert  here  an 
Account  of  the  Long  and  Short  AnuitieSy  sub- 
scribed or  unsubscribed. 

Long  Annuities,  per  ann. 

First  subscription    -    - 
Second  subscription 
irnsubscribed     -    •    - 


Short  Annuities,  per  ann.    • 


First  subscription  -  • 
Second  sobscription<t  • 
Unsubscribed     -    -    - 

Lottery  Annuities,  1710 

First  subscription  •  >  < 
Second  subscription  • 
Unsubscribed     -    - 

Redeemables    ^    -    •    < 

Subscribed     -    -    - 
Unsubscribed     ^    «- 


-    666331     3 

4. 

3 

-  437,340  18 

-  135,392  17 

-  114,087  13 

9 
6 
0 

-       81«000     0 

0 

-  43,193     0 

-  18,750     0 

-  14,118     0 

0 
0 
0 

-       46,360     6 

1 

-  15,918     4 

-  14,906     6 

-  15,365  16 

0 
0 

1 

16,546,483     7 

1 

14,391,781     8 
3,153,694    7 

0 

1 
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their  pajmetits,  the  several  dividends  that 
shonld  be  nMde  on  the  stock  of  the  company, 
till  their  pajments  were  •  completed.  Thac 
five  per  Cent,  interest  be  allowed  on  all  the 
company's  bonda  from  the  99(h  instant  till 
tfaey  should  become  due ;  and  that  any  of  the 
company's  bonds  should  beiaken  as  money  in 
the  fourth  payment  of  the  first  subscription, 
which  would  become  due  on  the  14th  October. 

These  Resolutions  gave  no  satisfaction  to  the 
Annuitants,  nor  pot  the  least  stop  to  the  (nil  of 
the  South  Sea  Stock.  The  Bank  6ndin(t  tliey 
were  not  able  tostem  the  tide,'without  exposing 
the  properties  of  their  own  principals  and  ad- 
venturers to  be  carried  away  ancf  lost  in  the 
common  deluge,  they  wisely  kept  themselves 
out  of  the  general  inundation,  and  did  not 
care  to  be  drowned  with  those  they  could  not 
save.  Tbey  resolved  to  dfop  an  agreement, 
which  tbey  were  under  no  obligation  to  perform 
(had  it  been  possible)  and  to  which  the  South 
Sea  had  no  power  to  compel  them.  On  the 
10th  of  November,  the  governor  of  the  Bank 
reported  from  the  Committee,  appointed  to 
treat  with  the  South  Sea  Company,  that  the 
transactions  between  the  Bank  and  that  Com- 
pany had  been:  laid  before  council,  on  behalf 
of  the  Bank  ;  and  that,  the  South  Sea  Com- 
pany pressing  for  an  answer  of  what  had  been 
done  therein^  the  governor  of  the  Bank  had 
acquainted  the  deputy'  governor  of  the  South 
Sea  Company,  that  the  Committee  did  not 
think  fit,  for  the  present,  to  proceed  further  in 
that  affair, '  and  had  delivered  to  him  in  writing 
the  fi>H<lwing  Answer. 

'  When  the  proposition  was  offered  by  the 
'  lords,  at  the  meeting  df  the  Committees  of 
'  both  Companies,  as  a  suitable  expedient  for 
'  the  support  of  public  credit,  the  coort  of  direc- 
^  tore  of  die  Bank  shewed  their  readiness  to  join 
'  in  any  measures,  that  might  tend  to  the  ser- 
'  viceof  the  public.  ' 

'Bat,  some    difficulties   appearing  to    the 

*  Committee  ^f  the  Bank,  they  liave  consulted 
'  with  their  council,  and  they  are  advised,  that 

*  considering  the  nature  of  this  transaction,  it 
'  win  not  be  safe  for  them  to  proceed  upon  the 
'  l^ropositioa  without  consent  of  parliament. 
'  However,  tbey  think  it  reasonable,  that,  in 

*  the  mean  time,  the  Committee  of  the  South 
'  Sea  should  give  the  Committee  of  the  Bank 
'  some  acooiiutt>f  their  estate,  (or  the  satisfac- 
'  tion  of  tbehr  principals.^ 

About  a  week  after,  the  following  paper 
was  sent  to  the  Bank  firora  the  Lords  of  the 
Treasury :  <  My  lords  desire,  that  the  difficul- 
'  ties  which  have  arisen  (aad  upon  which,  they 

*  lay,  thej  have  consulted  their  own  council) 

*  concermflg  the  late  agreement  between  them 

*  and  the  Sooth  Sea  Compaov,  may  be  put  in 
'  writing,  and  delivered  to  their  lordships,  as 
*toon  as  possible,    that  their  lordships  tnay^ 

*  receive  the  opinion  of  the  king's  council.' 

To  thia  the  folkming  Answer  was  given : 

*  The  Court,  of  Directors  of  the  Bank  have, 
'with  the  utmost  <jMereoce,    considered   the 

gt  in  wntmgf  wluch  yowr  lordships  were 


'  pleased  to  send  them,  and  they  humbly  ap- 

*  prebend,  they  cannot  better  ex])lain   them- 

*  selves,  than  they  'have  already  doHe,  in  tbe 

*  manner  they  have  given  to  theJSouth  Sea  Com- 

*  pany,  a  copy  whereof  was  delivered  to  your  lord- 

*  ships,  which  contains  the  substance  of  what 

*  they   consulted  with  their  council  thereupon.^ 

Thus  ended  the  transactions  between  the 
two  Companies,  which  (as  it  has  been  sug- 
gested) were  carried  on  by  the  authors  and* 
promoters  of  them,  with  a  design  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  first  rumour  of  thi^  supposed 
agreement,  and  draw  in  unwary  persons,  who 
desirous  to  retrieve  their  losses,  were  induced 
to  buy  stock  at  the  price  the  Bank  had  agreed 
to  take  it.  Those  who  had  countenanced  and 
run  into  every  part  of  the  South  Sea  Scheme, 
and  were  consequently  deeply  involred,  were 
justly  suspected  of  having  contrived  and  taken 
advantage  of  the  contract,  by  which  means 
great  numbers  of  deluded  people  were  undone. 

Thus,  ill  the  space  of  eiji^ht  months,  were  seen 
the  rise,  progress,  and  fail,  of  that  mighty  fabric^ 
which,  being  wound  up  by  mysterious  springs 
to  a  wonderful  height,  had  fixed  the  eyes  and 
expectatious  of  all  Europe,  but  whose  founda* 
tion  being  fraud,  illusion,  credulity  and  infa- 
tuation, fell  to  the  grocmd,  as  soon  as  the  artful 
management  of  the  projectors  was  discovered. 
The  ebb  of  this  swoln  fluctuating  credit  re- 
turned with  greater  violence  than  it  flowed,  and 
carried  every  tiling  before  it  with  that  precipita- 
tion, that  the  application  of  the  ministers  of 
state,  and  the  directors  of  the  great  companies 
jointly  and  separately  to  stop  it,  were  iiiefTectuaU 
Express  after  express  was  sent  to  Hanover,  to 
give  the  king  information  of  the  state  of  afinirs^ 
which  was  so  urgent,  that  the  king  set  out  for 
England  sooner  than  lie  intended,  and  arrived 
at  London  tbe  11th  of  November. 

The  South  Sea  stock,  which  was  SOO  at  the 
king's  arrival,  fell  again  upon  tbe  prorogation  of 
the  parliament,  firom  the  S5th  of  November  to 
the  8th  of  December,  to  135;  bu|,  on  a  report 
that  the  mjnistry  had  agreed  with  tbe  principal 
directors  of  tbe  South  Sea,  the  Bank,  and 
East  ludia  Company,  upon  a  project  which 
would  very  much  conduce  to  the  restora^on  or 
the  public  credit,  it  rose  again  to  210. 


SIXTH  SESSION  or  the  HFTH  PARLIA- 
MENT OF  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  Kift^t  Speech  at  the  Opening  of  the  Set* 
It07i:]  December  8.  This  day  the  Kins  came 
to  the  House  of  Lords,  when  the  Lord  Chancel* 
lor,  by  his  majesty's  command,  read  the  following 
Speech  to  both  Houses: 

'^'My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

''  Since  we  last  parted,  the  face  of  our  aflfairs 
abroad  is  become  more  favourable :  the  ptece 
in  the  South  only  wants  the  form  of  a  Congress, 
and  that  of  the  North  is  brought  much  nearer 
to  a  conclusion.  I  shall,  at  a. proper  time, 
order  thtf  several  Treaties  I  have  made  to  be 
laid  before  you ;  by  which  you  will  perceive  the 
success  of  oai  emmrQurs  to  establish  a  peace 
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thrpaghoat  Europe,  and  to  secure  and  support 
Ibe  Procestaot  religion :  at  the  samf  time,  1  can 
i^ever  aui&ciently  express  my  concern  for  the 
uohappj  turn  of  ati'airs,  wtiicU  has  bO  mucii 
'  affected  the  Public  Credit  at  hoiue.  ' 

**  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
'  **  I  do  most  earnei»tly  rocomaiqnd  it  to  you, 
4iat  vou  consider  of  the  most  effectual  and 
^eedy  methods  to  restore  the  National  Credit, 
and  fix  it  upon  a  lastio);  foundation.  Yon  will, 
I  doubt  not,  be  assisted  in  so  commendable  and 
necessary  a  work,  by  every  man  that  laves  \n% 
country,  and  especially  by  tlie  several  ^at  S<»- 
eieties  of  this  kingdom.  I  hope  you  will,  on 
this  occasion  remember,  that  all  your  pru- 
^^nce,  your  temper,  and  resolution,  are  neces- 
sary to  find  out  and  apply  the  proper  remedies 
(o  our  misfortui>es :  which  will,  if  you  succeed, 
serve  to  increase  that  reputation  you  have  so 
justly  acquired,  particularly,  if  you  shall  be  able, 
notwitUraoding  these  dimculties,  to  discharge 
a  part  of  the  Public  Debt. 

"  I  have  ordered  the  several  Estimates  to  be 
laid  before  you  of  the  expence  of  the  ensuing 
year;  and  must  desire  you  to  dispatch  tbe'Sup- 
plies  ntcessary  for  them. 
.   **  My  Lords. and  Geutlemen^ 

'^  1  am  glad  to  observe  to  you,  that  our  trade 
does  appear  to  have  been  more  extended  this  year 
than  in  tl)e  preceding  oue ;  we  have  the  most 
ioui^ishing  navy  of  any  nation  whatsoever  to  pro- 
tect It:  and  I  hope  you  will  turn  your  thoughts 
to  the  best  methods  for  the  security  and  en- 
lufg^ing  of  our  commerce.  You  may  depend 
on  ray  hearty  concurrence  to  all  such  provi- 
sions, as  shall  appear  to  you  nectssary  for  the 
good  o(  my  people.*' 

The  Lorde  Addreu  ^  Thanks,]  The  Lords 
Immediately  agreed  to  the  following  Address : 

<*  Most  Gracious  Sovereign, 
**  We,  your  majesty'^  inost  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  the  Lords  spifitual  and  temporal  in 
parliament  assembled,  beg  leave  to  return  your 
majesty  the  Thanks  Of  (bis  House,  for  your 
inoat  gracious  Speech  from  the  throne ;  and  to 
congratulate  your  majesty  upon  the  near  pro- 
spect of  a  general  peace  being  established 
throughout  Europe  i  and  we  do  acknowledge, 
with  the  greatest  gratitude,  your  majesty's  care, 
and  endeavours  for  the  stcuri^  and  support  of 
the  Protestant  religion ;  towards  the  atiuiniog 
which  great  ends,  your  majesty  may  depend 
tipon  our  utmost  support  and  assistance. 

"  We  cannot  sullicienily  express  to  your  ma- 
jesty how  much  we  are  concerned  at  the  pre- 
sent unhappy  state  of  Public  Credit :  ana  we 
-  do,  upon  this  occasion  assure  your  majesty  of 
our  zealous  and  ready  concorrence  in  all  such 
Methods  as  shall  be  most  efiectnal  and  speedy  to 
festore  it,  and  fix  it  upon  a  lasting  foundation ; 
•nd  also  in  ^l  other  measures  that  may  tend  to 
the  securing  and  enlarging  the  commerce  of 
these  kingdoms." 

The  Kin^s  Anm>€r.']  To  thv  the  King  gave 
iUt  following  AoBW^ri  * 


«  My  Lopds, 
"  I  thauk  you  for  this  dulifol  aod  loyal  Ad- 
dress; aiwl  I  persuade  myself,  U*4»t  your  xcal 
U}T  tbo  good  of  yuur  country,  your  leniper, 
wisdom,  and  unanimity,  will  ^eaily  coiuribute 
towards  extricating  us  out  of  our  present  di£- 
cultie^." 

Debute  in  the  Commons  on  the  Mot  ion  for  an 
Address.]  The  Commons  being  returned  to 
their  House, 

Mr.  Pi«//fnry  moved,  "Thatan  b«BiblerAd- 
dress  be  prescuted  to  hu  majesty,  to  cetoro  Iwis 
Uie  thanks  of  this  House  for  his  most  griMaoiis 
Speech  from  the  throne;  to  exprew  the  satis- 
faction of  his  faithful  Commons  at  tlM  oear 
prospect  there  is  of  peace  being  estabK^bed 
throughout  Europe,  by  the. success  of  bis  ma- 
jesty's endeavours;  to  ackaowledge  bis  niyesty's 
great  goodness  in  his  tender  coocera  for  the 
misfortunes  of  his  people,  occasioned  by  the 
unhappy  turn  of  a6Rurf,  that  hath  so  moch  af- 
fected the  Public  Credit  of  this  kingdom ;  to 
assure  his  majesty,  that  this  House  will,  at 
this  critical  coajuncture,  wherein  bis  majes- 
ty*! government  and  tlia  interest  of  his 
people  are  so  highly  concerned,  proceed  with 
all  possible  care,  prudence,  and  temper,  to  in- 
quire into  the  causes  of  these  misibrtonfiK* 

*  **  Dec.  10.  Upon  Wednesday  niaht,  about 
a  hundred  members  met  at  the  Secretary's 
ogicc,  when  (according  to  custom)  the  king's 
Speech  was  read,  and  a  Resolution  was  pro- 
posed for  an  Address  of  Thanka.  One  of  the 
company  said,  he  thought  the  directors  of  the 
South  Sea  Company  ought  by  name  to  be  re- 
presented,  as  this  persons  to  whom  the  ioes  of 
credit  ought  to  be  imputed,  but  condemning 
persons  unheard  (however  obnoxioua)  was  not 
reasonable;  but  that  the  end  might  ^e  attained 
by  general  words,  to  wit,  '  to  .enooire  iato  tbe 

*  causes  of  these  misfortunes.'  Thb  vt^as  veiy 
vigorously  opposed  by  some  few,  and  «  gvtat 
man  said  it  would,  instead  of  retrteiriiig,  ociai* 
sion  (probably)  an  utter  loss  of  it,  for  that  the 
directors  would  mn  away ;  but  this  did  not  ob* 
tain.  For  my  own  parr,  I  thought  the  words 
fully  agreed  to,  when  on:  a  sudden  it  was 
whispered  about,  that  they  were  omitte%iy  which 
gave  occasion  to  a  frieod  of  ^ourt,  to  ptdi  to 
Mr.  Secretary^  who  was  readmg  a  aabMi|Mat 
paragraph,  to  know  whether  the  ameodaseat 
proposed  were  inserted,  to  which  ha  aaswered 
no;   Mor  you  know,*  says  he,  ^I  an  to  ob- 

*  serve  directions,  and  members  caUiog  oat^ 

*  read  on,  read  on,  I  proceeded  so  todop  with- 

*  out  inserting  them.     The  other  replied,  *  I 

*  thought  the  words  agreed  to,  and  coaaaqaent- 

*  ly  inserted,  for  surely  half,  a  doien  star  you 

*  are  not  to  thifU^  of  deteimxning  for  so  great  a 
^  numbers  we  meet  bete  as  J  apprdliend  le  en- 

*  deavouc  so  to  understaixL  each  other,  aa  to  be 
^  of  one  mind  in  another  plaoe;  I  think  it 

*  therefi/re  inoumhent  on  me  to  speak  plttaiy* 

*  This  resolution  is  to  be  pcc^ioied  to  ibe  Heoie, 

*  where  the  words  yoo  havediomlil  fit  tettni^ 
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and  applf  the  proper  remedies  for  restoring  and 
fixing  Public  Uredit  upon  sach  soUd  nnd  lastin*; 
CbundatioBS,  as  mAy  efiectuallj^  give  ense  and 
qoief  to  the  minds  of  his  majest  j*s  subjects ; 
Slid  dmt  this  House  will,  5vith  readiness  ffnd 
cbeer&loess,  grant  the  Supplies  necessary  for 
the  service  of  the  ensuing  year,  and  consider  in 
what  uiauner  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  the 
nation  may  be  best  secured  and  extended." 

Mr.  Htnry  Pelham  secumied  this  motion, 
but 

Mr.  Shippen  ofifered  a  clause  to  be  added 
ifier  the  words,  *  for  restoring  and  fiiin*;  Pub- 

*  lie  Credit/  viz.  <  as  fiu'  as  it  is  consistent  with 

*  the  KoBour  of  parliament,  the  interest  of  the 
'oaiiou,  and  the  principles  of  justice.'    Mr. 

*  may  be  offered,  and  I  do  promise  you  upon 
'my  word  thty  will  be  so,  when  they  will  be 
'  folly  debated,  and  if  occasion  be,  the  qaes- 
^  tioo  determined  by  a  division/  Mr.  Secre- 
tary thea  said,  propose  your  words,  which 
beiag  done,  tbey  were  without  more  ado  in- 
serted. 

'*  The  motioQ  being  yester()av  made,  gentle- 
men let  themlselvef  mto  the  most  bitter  invectives 
9)^inst  the  mis-evecation  of  the  act  of  pariia- 
ment,  and  indeed  in  great  measore  againncthe 
ict,  ts  vesting  too  large  powers  in  a  set  of  men 
who  are  now  called  miscreants,  the  scum  of 
the  people,  and  worse  names  if  possible.  Thus 
are  we  asbaiDed  of  what  many  of  us  contended 
for  last  year  with  tlie  greatest  eagerness,  and 
that  upon  motives  not  fit  to  be  mentioned. 
The  more  moderate  few  (for  that  was  what  but 
very  few  had  a  right  to  call  themselves)  laid 
the  stress  upon  mis-execution ;  but  even  upon 
this  head,  they  «vent  great  lengths,  particularly 
KIT  Joseph  Jekyll,  who  said,  that  he  could  not 
hot  think,  at  least  hope,  that  all  the  Directors 
were  not  equally  culpable,  but  sure  he  was,  that 
•one  were  highly  criminal  who  were  not  direc- 
tois.  Anoth^  said,  the  ministry  with  only  a 
frowo  had  been  able  to  pot  a  stop  to  all  the 
little  Bobbles,  in  order  to  deepen  the  water  for 
the  great  one,  whence  profit  was  to  arise.  A 
third  concluded  thus :  This  parliament  begun 
,*itb  a  Secret  Committee  falling  upon  a  prece- 
^Bt  ministry ;  and  why  may  it  not  cbnclude 
^tb  doing  so  to  another?  What  your  friend 
fti'l  Wednesday  nigbt,  proves  to  have  been 
^1  jwlged,  for  upon  reporting  the  address 
yesterday,  sir  J.  J.  moved  an  amendment,  by 
uisertiag  wliat  you  see  therein,  of  punishing  the 
tnU)ors,  which  went  without  opposition.  Others 
took  exception  to  it  as  too  tender;  this  not 
heing  a  party  cause,  arrows  in  full  vollies.are 
1ft  fly  from  every  quarter. 

^  Thursday  is  appointed  for  considering  the 
Stile  of  Credit,  when  Mr.  Walpole  has  pro- 
Biised  as  his  thoughts,  and  though  bis  friends  do 
^  love  to  hear  of  a  scheme  to  be  called  his, 
he  is  certainly  digesting  one,  which  we  are  then 
to  have,  the  greater  part  of  which,  all  the  town 
koow  already.''  Coxe's  Walpole.  Correspon- 
^eace:   Mr.  Thomas  Brodrick  to  lord  Coan- 


Shippen^s  reasons  fo#  tKis  additidn,  were;  Thai 
ill  order  eflfectually  to  remedy  the  present  mis^ 
fortunes,  (meaning  the  fatal  South  Sea  Sdietue) 
ft  was  absolutely  necessary  to  maintain  the 
honour  and  faith  of  parliamentary  errgage^ 
ments,  and  to  stiew  the  highest  resentment 
agahist  those,  who,  abusing  the  trust  reposed 
in  them,  had  given  so  fetal  a  womid  to  pnbli^ 
credit,  and  enriched  themselves  by  rhe  plunder 
of  the  nation :  tlmt,  in  his  opinion,  the  ma- 
nagers of  the' South  Sea  Project  were  not  the 
most  criminal,  since  there  were  those  above 
them,  whose  duty  it  was  to  overlook  and  direct 
their  proceedings ;  and  had  those  at  the  helm 
interpo<»cd  in  the  affair  of  the  South  S^a,  as 
t!»ey  did  in  the  case  of  other  ppjects,  they 
would  have  prevented  that  dismal  calamity  ' 
which  has  since  befallen  the  nation. 

Mr.  Shippen  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Brbmley. 

Sir  WUitam  Wyndham  said.  That  it  would 
be  a  disgrace  to  a  British  Ho^se  of  Commons, 
to  shew,  on  this  occasion,  less  vigour  and  spirit 
than  the  parliament  of  Paris,  then  sitting  at 
Pontoise  :•  that  that  parliament  was  justly 
looked  upon  as  the  shadow  of  an  English  par^ 
liliment ;  and  yet  that  very  parliament  bad,  by 
theit  firmness  and  resoUftion,  carried  their 
p6inl'*'s6  far,  as  to  get  that  person  remove!! 
from  the  administration,  whom  they  looked 
upon  as  the  author  of  the  present  misfortunes 
ofFrairce. 

The  Lord  Molesw'orih,^  who  spoke  on  the 

♦  '*  Robert,  vi^ountMolesworth,  descended 
from  an^  tmcient  fnmily  in  Northamptonshire, 
was  born  December  1656,  in  Dublin,  where 
his  father,  who  died  before  his  birth,  had  settled 
as  a  merchant.  He  was  educated  at  Dublin, 
and  displayed  so  much  zeal  and  patriotism  at 
the  Revolution,  that  James's  Parliament  se* 
questered  his  property.  The  victorious  Wil- 
liam; however,  rewarded  his  fidelity,  made  him 
one  of  his  privy  counsellors,  and  sent  him  as  hit 
ambassador  to  Denmark.  After  a  residence 
of  three  years  Molesworth  offended  the  Danish 
Court,  by  not  sufficiently  respecting  the  cus- 
toms and  the  privileges  of  the  country,  and  left 
the  place  abruptly,  and  on  his  return  to  En^ 
land  published  "  An  Account  of  Denmark.*' 
The  book,  though  well  received  and  translated 
into  several  langMagcs,  o£Fended  prince  George 
of  Denmark,  by  representing  the  Danish  go- 
vernment as  tyrannical,  and  a  memorial  of 
complaint  was  presented  Co  king  WiHiam,  and 
an  answer  prepared  to  it  by  Dr.  King.  Bat 
Molesworth  disregarded  these  measures,  safe 
in  the  public  approbation  and  the  friendship  of 
Shaftesbury.  He  was  member  of  the  House  of 
Commons  in  several  parliaments,  but  rendered 
himself  obnoxious  to  the  clergy,  by  an  affecta- 
tion of  popularity,  and  by  proline  insinuations 
that  religion  is  a  pious  craft,  an  useltil  state  en<* 
gine,  but  far  inferior  to  the  principles  which,  iif 
the  school  of  Athens  and  Rome^  incited  their 
attentive  youth  to  the  love  of  their  country, 
and  to  the  practice  of  the  moral  virtues.  As 
ht  strongly  supported  the  Hanoverian  sacceaK' 
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fame  side,  ran  over  the  king's  Speech  from  the 
throne,  and  said.  He  was  ^d  thej  were  told, 
that  the  peace  in  the  South  <m\y  wanted  tb^ 
form  of  a  Congress,  which  gave  him  hopes,  that 
the  difficulties  started  hy  Spain,  in  relation  to 
Gibraltar,  were,  at  last,  surmounted,  and  that 
we  were  like  to  preserve  that  important  con- 

?aest  of  the  preceding  war,  together  with 
*ort  Mahon,  which  Would  make  us  some 
amends  for  the  great  ezpence  of  blood  and 
treasure  we  had  lateljr  bec^u  at,  to  conquer 
Sicily  for  the  House  of  Austria.  And  speaking 
of  the  South  Sea  cahunity,  he  said,  That  be- 
fore they  considered  of  the  proper  remedies, 
they  ought  to  enquire  into  the  cause  and  na- 
ture of  the  distemper :  that  it  is  with  the  body 
politic,  as  with  the  body  natural ;  and  therefore 
they  ought  to  imitate  skilful  surgeons,  who,  in 
order  to  cure  a  wound,  begin  with  probing  it, 
and,  when  they  find  it  necessary, 'make  inci- 
sions and  scarifications  to  get  the  venomous 
core  out  of  it,  before  they  apply  healing  plais- 
ters ;  and  that  they  who  follow  a  contrary 
method  are  but  mere  empirics,  who,  by  using 
palliatives,  make  the  sore  rankle  and  fester, 
and  endanger  the  life  of  the  patient.  He 
owned  it  had  been  by  some  suggested,  that 
there  was  no  law  to  punish  the  Directors  of 
the  South  Sea  Compi&ny,  who  were  justly 
looked  upon  as  the  immediate  authors  of  the 
present  misfortunes :  but  that,  in  hit  opinion, 
they  ought,  on  this  occasion,  to  follow  the  ex- 
ample of  the  ancient  Romans,  who  having  no 
law  against  parricide,  because  their  legislators 
supposed  no  son  could  be  so.  unnaturally 
wicked)  as  to  embnie  his  hands  in  his  father's 
blood,  made  one  to  punish  so  heinous  a.  crime, 
as  soon  as  it  happened  to  be  committed ;  and 
adjudged  the  guilty  wretch  to  be  thrown  alive, 
sewed  up  in  a  sack,  into  the  Tyber.  Con- 
cluding, That  as  he  looked  upon  the  con- 
trivers and  executers  of  the  villainous  South 
Sea  Scheme,  as  the  parricides  of  their  country, 
he  should  be  satisfied  to  see  them  undergo  the 
•ame  punishment 

Sir  Joseph  Jekyll  said.  That  as  he  doubted 
QOt  but  among  the  South  Sea  Directprs  some 
might  be  innocent,  and  others  criminal ;  so  he 
was.of  opinion,  there  were  those,  who  were 
not  Directors,  no  less,  if  not  more  criminal, 
than  the  Directors  themselves ;  and  who  tliere- 
fore  deserved  an  equal,  if  not  a  severer 
pun^hment.  .Adding,  That  upon  extraordi- 
nary, emergencies,  where  the  laws  are  defi- 
dent,  the  legislative  authority  may  and  ou^ht 
to  exert  itself;  and  he  hoped  a  British  parha- 
liament  would  never  want  a  vindictive  power 
to  punish  national  crimes. 
Mr.  Orey  Neville,  Mr.  Pitt,  and  some  other 


sion,  notwithstanding  the  eccentricity  of  his 
principles,  he  could  not  but  be  acceptable,  for 
his  abilities  and  influence,  to  George  the  First, 
by  whom  he  was  made  a  privy  counsellor,  and 
created  a  peer  of  Ireland  in  1716.  He  died 
$34  May  17S5,  at  his  seat  near  Dublin.^' 
Idflipiere.  » 


members^  spoke  also  for  the  clause  offered  by 
Mr.  Shippen  :  but,  on  the  other  hand,  it  was 
represented  by  Mr.  Crag^s,  Mr.  Philip,  Yorke, 
and  Mr.  Hobert  Walpole,  That  such  a  re- 
strictiou  did  but  ill  suit  with  an  Address  of 
Thanks ;  which,  in  their  opinion,  ought  to  nm 
in  the  usual  form,  and  answer,  in  general 
terms,  the  several  heads  of  the  Speech  from 
the  throne :  that  as  to  the  main  drift  of  that 
clause,  they  thought  it  inconsistent  with  the 
rules  of  prudence,  to  begin  this  session  with 
irritating  inquiries :  that  if  the  city  of  London 
were  on  fire,  they  did  not  doubt  but  all  wise 
men  would  be  for  extinguishing  the  flames,  and 
preventing  the  spreading  of  the  conflagration, 
before  they  inquired  into  the  incendiaries  r 
that  in  Uke  manner,  Public  Credit  having  re- 
ceived a  most  dangerous  wound,  and  ^ng 
still  in  a  bleeding  condition,  they  ought  to  ap- 
ply a  speedy  remedy  to  it;  and  that  dterwards 
they  might  inquire  into  the  cause  of  the 
present  calamity.  Mr.  Walpole  dedared,  That 
be  had  never  approved  the  South  Sea  Sdieme, 
and  was  sensible  it  had  done  a  great  deal 
of  mischief:  but  since  it  could  not  be  att- 
done,  he  thought  it  the  duty  of  all  good  noen 
to  give  theii;  helping  hand  towards  retrieving 
it :  and  that  with  this  view,  he  had  already 
bestowed  some  thoughts  on  a  Proposal  to  re- 
store Public  Credit,  which,  at  a  proper  time,  be 
would  submit  to  the  wisdom  of  that  House. 

Hereupon,  the  question  being  put  for  iosert- 
ing  the  clause  beKNre-mentioned,  it  passed  in 
the  negative,  by  261  against  103. 

Dec.  9.  Upon  the  Report  of  the  Address  of 
Thanks,  a  motion  being  made  by  Mr.  Milner, 
member  for  Minehead,  for  inserting  the  words, 
*  And  for  punishing  the  Authors "ofour  present 
'  Misfortunes,'  and  seconded  by  sir  Joseph 
Jekyll,  the  same  was  carried  without  dividing. 

The  Commons*  Address  of  Thanks.]  Dec.  lO. 
The  Commons,  with  their  Speaker,  waited-  on 
his  Majesty  with  the  abovementioned  Addres*, 
which  is  as  follows : 

"  Most  Gracious  Sovereign, 

'*  We  your  majesty's  most  dutiful  and  lojal 
subjects,  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in  par- 
liament assembled,  beg  leave  to  return  your 
majesty  our  most  dutiful  and  hearty  Thanks 
for  your  most  gracious  Speech  from  the  ihrooe. 

'*  We  can  never  sufficiently  express  our 
gratitude  to  your  majesty,  for  your  constant 
care  of  the  true  interest  of  your  subjects,  nor 
ihe  satisfaction  of  your  faitb^l  Commons,  in 
seeing  that  the  just  influence  of  your  majesty  *a 
councils  iibroad,  has  procui*ed  so  near  a  pros- 
pect of  a  general  peace  throughout  Eorope: 
which  is  a  fresh  instance  to  th'eui,  that  your 
majesty  places  four  greatness  only  in  the  pros- 
perity and  happiness  o(  your  peo^ile. 

<*  If  any  thing  could  more  eflectually  endear 
your  majesty  to  us  than  the  mildness  of  your 
government,  it  would  be  that  tender  and  n€^ 
fectionate  concern  you  express  for  the  present 
misfortunes  of  your  people^  occasioned  by  ike- 
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aohappY  turn  of  affairs,  that  hath  so  much  af^ 
fected  the  puhlic  credit  oi  this  kingdom* 

^  Bat  your  faithful  Commons  are  met  toge- 
ther with  minds  fuDj  disposed  to  take  the  mo&t 
just  and  effectaal  methods,  and  to  do  every  thing 
that  becomes  an  affectionate  parliament,  at 
this  critical  conjuncture,  wherein  your  majes- 
ty*! gofernment,  and  the  interest  of  your  peo-  ^ 
pie,  are  5o  higiily  concerned,  to  restore  and  fix 
the  credit  of  this  nation  upon  such  solid  and 
lasting  foundation,  as  may  effectually  give  ease 
aod  quiet  to  the  minds  of  your  majesty^s  suh- 
jects;  and  we  flatter  ourselves,  that  our  under- 
ukiog  will  he  the  mOre  easy,  since  we  are  de- 
termined to  poceed  with  all  possible  prudence, 
temper,  and  resolution,  to  inquire  into  the 
causes  of  our  present  misfortunes  ;  and  with 
the  rnaturest  deliheratioii,  apply  ourselves  to 
iind  out  the  most  proper  measures  for  redress- 
ing them,  and  forpunishinff  the  authors  of  them. 

"The  improvement  of  our  Trade  is  of  so 
public  a  concern,  ond  so  necessary  fur  the 
support  and  power  of  this  kingdom,  that  we 
will  employ  our  utmost  endeavours  to  consider 
in  what  manner  the  commerce  of  the  nation 
mvj  be  best  secured  and  extended. 

'^  And  we  beg  leave  to  assure  your  majesty, 
that  we  willy  with  all  cheerfulness  and  una- 
nimity, grant  the  Supplies  which  shall  be  ne* 
wssary  lor  the  service  ot  the  ensuing  year,  and 
the  support  of  your  government,  upon  which 
the  happiness  of  the  nation,  the  liberty  of  your 
'objects  and  the  security  of  our  religion  so 
tntirely  depend/' 

TheKing^s  AntverJ]  To  which  the  King. 
Ktorned  the  following  Answer  : 

*♦  Gentlemen ; 
**  I  return  you  my  hearty  Thanks  for  this 
Address  ;  and  as  I  depend  on  your  applying  a 
»pwdy  remedy  to  the  present' distress,  I  am 
peraoaded  you  will  take  the  most  prudent  raea- 
ures  to  make  it  effectual.'' 

^haU  on  ordering  the  South  Sea  Company 
^Uuen  Account  of  their  Prvceedingi  before 
^  Cemmont.]  Dec.  IS.  The  Commons  in  a 
{rand  committee,  considered  of  the  motion  to 
graot  a  Supply  to  his  majesty,  which  was 
■QuiiaiousJy  at^reed  to.  After  this,  Mr.  Grey 
Ne?aie  moved,  *'  That  the  Directors -of  the 
^<^  Sea  Company  should  forthwith  lay  before 
the  House  an  Account  of  their  Proceedings  t" 
He  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Pitt,  and  backed  by 
lord  Moleswortb.  The  courtiers  being  sur- 
F"^«t  this  unexpected  motion, 
*  Mr.  Craggt  thereupon  endeavoured  to  shew, 
That  it  was  preposterous;  and  that  the  Hoase 
^viog  already  appointed  a  day  to  resolve  into 
Jcrand  cununittee,  to  consider  of  the  present 
State  of  the  Public  Credit  of  this  kingdom,  the 
3*016  would  naturally  bring  on  the  inquiry  into 
ibe  conduct  of  the  SqMtb-Sea  Directors.  Mr. 
^^ncgs  was  seconded  by  lord  Hinchiabfoke 
aod  by 

Mr.  Eoratio  Walpolf^  who  owned  indeed, 
Tkt  the  SoiUb*^  Scheme  was  w^k  ia  its 


prelection,  villainous  in  its  execution,  and 
calamitous  in  its  end  ;  but  that,  in  his  opinion^ 
they  ought  to  begin  with  applying  a  remedy  to 
the  evil. 

Mr.  Robeft  Wdlpole  added.  That  as  he  had 
already  declared,  he  had  spent  some  time  upon 
a  Proposal  for  that  purpose;  but  was  appre- 
hensive, that  if  they  went  on  iu  a  warm,  pas- 
sionate way,  the  said  scheme  might  be  rendered 
altogether  impracticable ;  therefore  he  desired 
that  the  House  would  proceed  regularly  and 
calmly,  lest  by  running  precipitately  into  odious 
inquiries,  they  should  eiasperate  the  distemper 
to  such  a  d^ree,  as  to  render  all  remedier 
ineffectual. 

Sir  Joieph  Jekyll  on  the  other  hand,  set  forth 
the  necessity  of  examining,  without  the  least 
delay,  into  the  conduct  of  the  South-Sea  Com- 
pany^ to  see  whether  tliey  had  made  good 
tlieir  engagements,  and  strictly  followed  the 
rules  prescribed  to  them  by  the  act  passed  last 
session  of  parliament  in  their  favour ;  ui^ing. 
That  this  was  the  most  natural  way  of  pro- 
ceeding in  an  affair  oi  so  great  importance  : 
that  on  the  contrary,  it  seemed  absurd  to  at* 
tempt  the  cure  of  a  distemper  before  they 
were  acquainted  with  it :  but  that  as  soon  as  it 
was  thoroughly  discovered,  he  hoped  that  wise 
assembly  should  not  want  Schemes  to  apply 
proper  remedies  to  it 

Mr.  Gilford  Lawson  having  supported  Mr. 
Neville's  motioo,  the  courtiers  thought  fit  no 
longer  to  oppose  it ;  so  tliat .  the  same  was 
agreed  to  without  a  division  ^,  and  it  was  ac- 
cordingly ordered. 


*  '*Dec.  13.  The  motion  of  Saturday  (which 
I^mentioned  in  my  lest,)  was  yesterday  put  into 
better  form,  as  you  will  s^e  by  the  votes :  the 
fir*tt  question  moved,  ww  in  very  strong  terms 
opposed  by  three  or  four ;  for  as  I  remember, 
that, was  the  number.  On  the  other  hand, 
numbers  spoke  with  the  freedom  becoming  a 
British  House  of  Commons.  The  first  who 
spoke  OB  the  side  of  the  question,  was  my. 
quondam  colleague  (sir  Richard  Steele)  be  in- 
deed set  the  matter  in  a  blear  light,  by  telling 
us,  that  a  nation  of  more  wealth  and  greater 
credit  than  any  in  £orope,  within  less  than 
two  years,  was  reduced  to  what  tve  see,  and 
too  sensibly  feel,  by  a  few  cyphering  cits,  a 
species  of  men  of  equal  capacity  in  allrespectt 
(that  of  cheating  a  deluded  people  only  ex- 
cepted) with  those  animals  who  saved  the 
capitol,  who  were  now  |o  be  screened  by  those 
of  greater  figure,  for  what  reason  they  best 
know,  others  were  at  hberty  to  judge.  Ano- 
ther (in  answjer  to  an  argument  against  the 
question,  that  this  vindictive  justice  so  mtich 
contended  fbr,  would  not  attain  the  end  pro- 
posed, for  that  you  would  not  be  able  to  come 
at  the  estates  of  the  delinquents)  said  )m 
thought  all  the  laws  agatflst  bankrupts  being 
enacied  into  one  against  the  Directors  (for  s» 
he  would  always  call  them,  as  what  carried 
more  of  obloquy  than  any  other  word  could  ev« 
press)  would,  in  his  opinioO|  attain  the  eod  pft* 
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1.  «<  XM  tbe  Directors  of  tbe  Soath  Sea 
Compaoy  do  forthwitb  lajr  before  this  House 
aa  AccoQDt  of  ail  their  Proceedings  what- 
soever, relating  to  an  Act,  passed  ihe  last 
sessioo  of  parliament,  intituled.  *  An  Act  for 
'  eaabling  the  South  Sea  Compaay  to  increase 
'  their  present  capital  Sto^k,  and  Fund,  bj  re- 

*  deeming  suclt  public  Debts  and  Incumbrancea 
<  as  are  tbtfrfciii   mentioned  t    and   fur  raising 

*  money  to  be  applied  for  lessening  several  w 

*  ttie  public  Debts  aod  Incambranccs ;    and 

*  for  calling  in  the  present  Exchequer  Bills  re- 
'  maining  uncancelled  ;   and  for  making  forth 

*  new  bills,  in  lieu  thereof,  to  be  circulated  aud 
'  exchanged,  upon  demand,  at  or  near  the  £s- 

*  chequer.'  ^ 

5.  **  That  tbe  iMansgcrs  and  Directors  ap- 
poiotedby  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  tlte  Trea- 
sury, by  virtue  of  tbe  said  Act,  do  forthwith 
lay  beibre  this  House  all  such  Matters  aud 
Thinas  a^  they  liave  done  And  performed,  or  or* 
dered  to  be  done  and  performed,  in  relation  to 
tbe  snid  Act. 

3.  '*  That  the  said  Managers  and  Directors 
do  forthwith  lay  before  this  House  an  Account 
of  all  Orders  they  have  received,  from  time  to 
timej  from  the  Lords  Commissiouers  of  the 
Treasury. 

4.  *^  That  the  Directors  of  the  South  Sea 
Company  do  forth witti  lay  before  this  House 
an  Account  of  what  money,  and  Exchequer 
Bilis>  have  been  received  by,  or  for  the  use  of^ 
the  said  Company,  since  the  S5th  day  of  De- 
cember 17 19 ;  and  the  respective  uses  and  pur* 
poses  to  which  the  same  have  been  applied. 

6.  '*  That  the  said  Directors  do  torthwitli 
lay  before  this  House  an  abstract  of  what  pub- 
lic Debts  and  Incumbrances  have  been  sab^ 
scribed  to,  or  discharged  by^  tl.e  said  Company, 
pursoant  to  any  act  or  acts  of  parliament  in 
that  behalf,  sii^ce  the  25ih  of  December  1719  j 
and  io  what  manner  such  subscriptions  were 
made. 

6«  "  Tbat  the  said  Directors  do  forthwith  lay 
before  this  Honse  an  account  of  what  sum  or 
sumsof  money  have  been  taken  up, or  borrowed, 
'  on  account,  of  the  said  Company,  or  which  they 
stand  engaged  for,  upon  bills,  bonds,  or  other 
contracts,  under  their  common  seal,  or  othtr- 
wisty  since  the  35th  of  December  1719/' 

Dec.  14.  Mr.  Pitt  complained  of  the  dilar 
toriness  of  the  South  Sea  Directors  in  com- 
plying with  the  Orders  made  on  the  12th  inst. 

pesed.  Abundance  spoke  with  equal  bittep* 
ness,  and  such  was  the  general  outcry^  that  the 
previous  question,  which  had  been  demanded, 
was  not  thought  fit.  to  be  insisted  upon,  and 
they  were  too  wise  ^to  discover  their  weakness 
by  a  division  upon  the  main  question.  How 
far  Ways  and  Means  will  go  towards  theward^ 
ing  the  bbw,  I  -know  not ;  that  they  will  be 
used,  I  am  satisfied,  but  I  think  there  is  a  po»- 
sibility  of  a  disappointment."  Coxc*s  Wal-* 
^9^  Correspondence:  Mf.  Thomas  Brod-* 
rick  to  lord  Middbton. 


by  tbe  Hoose,  and  was  seconded  bj«r  Joeepb 
Jekyll :  bat  sir  Theodora  Jaossen,  meoiber  for 
Yarmouth,  and  oo«  of  tbe  SootliSaa  Directors, 
having  assured  them,  tliat  the  next  day  part  of 
the  Papers  called  for  would  be  laid  before  ibem, 
tbe  House  acquiesced. 

TTie  said  Accounts  presented  to  the  House.] 
Dec.  15.  Tl)e  Sub-Governor  aiu*  Deputy-Oo- 
vernor  of  the  South  Sea  Company  presented  u 
tbe  House'several  Papers,  wiiU  a  Schedule  of 
them,  which  was  read.  Hereupon  it  was  or- 
dered, "  That  the  said  Paper*  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  whoL'  House,  who  were 
to  take  into  consideration  the  present  State  of 
the  Public  Credit  oF  this  kingdom."  Then  the 
House  resolved  itself  ioti)  the  said  Committee  ; 
and  after  the  rea^iijo;  of  those  Papers,  which 
lasted  untill  about  four  in  the  afternoon,  Mr. 
Slopcr,  Mr.  PJummcr,  Mr.  Milner,  sir  Richard 
Steele,  and  Mr.  Lawson,  made  several  excep- 
tions to  the  conduct  of  the  South  Sea  Director*; 
au'l,  in  particular,  to  their  lending  out  vast 
sums  of  money  belonging  to  the  Company, 
without  being  duly  authorised  for  that  purpose : 
but  as  the  Committee  could  not  regularly  pro- 
ceed in  ihat'malter  without  exact  Accounts  of 
these  Loans,  the  farther  consideration  of  the 
present  Stare  of  the  Public  Cr^it  was  ad- 
journed t*>  (he  19th  ;  and,  in  the  mean  time  it 
.was ordered,  that  the  Directors  of  tbe  Soath 
Sea  Company  should  lay  before  the  House  se- 
veral Papers  relating  to  that  affair. 

Resolutions  on  the  Supply.]  Deo.  lO.  Mr. 
Farrer  reported  to  the  llouse  tbe  Uesoiutions| 
6f  the  grand  Committee  on  tlie  Supply,  %'ii.\ 
"  1.  That  lb,000  men  be  allowed  ibr-the  serw! 
vice  of  the  year  1721,  lieginning  firow  tb«  1st 
day  of  January  1701.  3.  That  4A  per  nran 
per  month  be  allowed  for  mnintatniag  the  said 
10,000  men  for  13  months,  iocludmg  thm  ord* 
nance  for  sea-service.  9.  That  3  I9,949i.  K4x. 
be  granted  for  the  ordinary  of  t^e  navy  for  tbe 
year  17Q1,  including  half- pay  to  sea-officers. 
'i.  That  50,900^.  be  granted  for  cMm-repairs 
of  the  navy  for  tbe  year  17dl.  5.  Th«t  tb» 
number  of  effective  men  to  -  be  provided  Uat 
guards  and  garrisons  in  Oreat  Britain,  mmI  for 
Jersey  and  Gruemscfy,  for  tbe  year  17tl^  (in- 
cluding 1,859  invalids)  be  1^994  mea^  com* 
mission  and  non-commissioB  officers  inelwied. 
6.  That  d67,oro/.  3«.  4d,  be  gmnted  Ibr  tb* 
chaise  of  the  said  14,504  effective  num.  T. 
•That  150,7431.  tSs,  4d.  {,  be  granted  fi>r  tte 
land  forces  and  garrisons  in  the  Piaatatio«s 
Minorca  and  Gibraltar^  and  for  provisjons  for 
tbe  garrisons  of  Annapolis- Roya4,  Plaotfotiay 
and  Gibraltar,  fop  the  year  1791.  6.  TiAt 
94,500/w  be  granted  upon  aocoant  to  iwhwjeUt 
officers  of  tbe  land  forces  and  marincB.*'  * 

Debate  on  the  NmmberofLtmd  Ibraet.}  TMr 
firstfourof  these  ResolutaonibeingseferMlrretttf 
the  second  time,  were  egraedto  bythe  Hlftit^' 
but  the  fifth  being  also  read  a  second  tb»<; 

Mr.  Shippen  represented,  That  a  geaetal 
Peace  being  10  near*  ooiMtoieii^pitfCof-tlNi 
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Und*Forces,  now  on  foot,  might  well  be  spared, 
add  ike  saviog  sum  applied  towards  repair- 
idg  dir  public  calami^;  and  therefore  be 
moved,  That  the  said  5Ui  EesolatioD  be  re>com« 
Quued. 

He  was  backed  by  Mr.  Bromley>  nr  William 
Wyodham  and  Mr.  liuogerford  ;  but  was  op- 
posed bjT  Mr.  Robert  Waipole,  and  hb  brother 
Rf  r.  Smith  and  some  other  seotlemen^  who  en- 
ieaVdored  to  shew,  That  toe  number  of, bur 
foroes  was  so  moderate,  that  it  could  hardl/  be 
«fl9enedy  even  although  a  general  peace  were 
:oochided;,  without  exposing  the  nation  either 
:o  foreign  insolts,  or  to  domestic  factions ;  and 
beiefore  it  were  highly  imprudent  to  make 
lay  reduction  in  the  army  before  the  conclu- 
lioa  of  the  peace :  that  on  tlie  other  hand,  the 
mm  that  might  be  saved  by  disbanding  3  or 
1000  men  was  very  inconsiderable,  and  ought 
lot  to  couie  in  competition  with  the  advantage 
>f  being  in  a  posture  of  defence:  Since  nothing 
XMitributes  more  to  the  public  credit  of  a 
ree^natiooy  than  the  being  in  a  condition  not 
0  fear  any  thing,  either  at  home  or  ahread. 

The  question  Teing  put  upon  Mr.  Shipfen's 
Qoi^n^  it  passed  in  the  negative,  without  di- 
idiiig* 


Debate  in  the  Cornmom  on  the  State  of  the 
\blk  Cre^t,^  The  Commons  being  in  a  grand 
^mmittee  to  take  into  farther  consideration 
)e  present  State  of  the  Public  Credit  of  the 
mgdom, 

Sir  Joteph  Jck^U  moved,  Th%t  a  select 
ommittee  be  anpoioied  to  inquire  into  all  the 
'roceediogs  relating  to  the  Execution,  of  the 
OQth-Sea-Act,  and  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Gil- 
id  Lawson.  But 

Mr.  .Ro6er^  WalpoUf  having  represented, 
bat  the  proceeding- in  that  manner  would  take 
p  a  great  deal  of  time,  and  that  the  public 
edit  being  in  a  bleeding  condition,  they  oo^ht 
» apply  a  speedy  remedy  to  it ;  that  motion 
as  not  insisted  on.  After  this 
Mr.  Sloper  shewed.  That  the  present  ca- 
•mity  was  mainly  owii^^  to  the  vile  arts  of 
tock*  Jobbers,  whereby  die  public  fimds  were 
ound  ap  far  above  their  real  valoe. 
Which  being  readily  assented  to,  the  Com- 
ittee  came  to  this  Resolution,  viz.  "  Thai  no- 
ing  can  tend  more  to  the  establtahroent  of 
jblic  Credit,  than  preventing  the  infamous 
•actice  of  Stock-Jobbing."  Then, 
Mr.  Robert  Walpoie  acquainted  the  Com- 
ittee.  That  as  he  had  hinted  some  days  he- 
re, he  had  spent  sometime  upon  a  Scheme  for 
itorkig  Pablic  Credit ;  but  that  the  execution 
it  depending  ilpen  a  position,  which  had 
en  laid  down  as  a  fundamental,  he  thought 
proper,  before  he  opened  the  said  scheme, 
be  informed,  whether  be  might  rely  on  that 
lin  foundation,  vii.  Whether  the  subscrip- 
tns  of  public  debts  and  incumbrances,  monev 
bscriftions,  and  other  contracts  made  with 
3  SoQth-Sea  Company,  should  remain  in  the 
e^ent  state? 

This  eoettiofi  being  stated,  oficaslonad  a 
VuuVII. 


warm  debate,  which  lasted  till  near  eight  in 
the  evening,  when  it  was  at  last^  resolved  by 
S59  voices  a^inst  117,  *•  That  all  tlie  sub- 
scriptions of  public  Debts  and  incumbrancps, 
and  other  contracts  made  with  the  South-Sea 
Compady,  by  virtue  of  an  act  nm^e  Inst  seshjon, 
remain  in  the  present  state,  unless  altered  for 
the  ease  and  relief  of  the  proprietors  by  a  Ge- 
neral Court  of  the  South-Sea  Company,  or  set 
aside  by  due  course  of  law. 

Dec.  20.  Mr.  Farrer  reported  the  Resolu- 
tion of  the  j^rand  Committee  on  Public  Credit ; 
which  with  some  amendments,  was  agre«M  to 
by  the  House,  viz.  *«  That  it  will  very  much 
contribute  towards  the  establishing  public  Cre- 
dit, CO  prevent  the  infamous  practice  of  Stock* 
Jobbing ;"  and  a  Bill  was  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  thereupon. 

Then  a  motion  being  made,  That  the  House 
do  agree  with  the  Committee  in  the  second 
Resolution,  there  arose  a  very  warm,  debate, 
that  lasted  from  three  o'clock  till  half  an  hour 
past  six  in  the  evening. 

Mr.  Robert  Walpoie^  who,  with  his  usual 
eloquence,  spoke  for  the  motion,  set  forth  the 
views  with  which  the  South-Sea  act  was  made ; 
to  wit,  to  consult  the  landed  and  trading  in- 
terest of  the  nation,  by  lessening  it^  incum- 
brances  and  public  debts,  and  putting  them  ia 
a  method  of  being  paid  off  in  a  few  years  ; 
which  could  not  have  been  done,  imtess  a  way 
bad  been  found  to  make  the  Annuities  for 
long  terms  redeemable  ;  which  had  been  bap- 
pily  effected  by  the  Sooth-Sea  Scheme,  without 
abroach  of  parliamentary  faith;  and  if  they 
should  now  unravel  what  bad  been  done,  they 
should  not  only  ruin  the  South-Sea  Company, 
but  instead  oi  alleviating,  aggravate  the  present 
misfortunes.  In  answer  to  this, 

Sir  JetepA  Jekyll  urged.  That  in  order  to  re- 
medy the  present  distemper,  and  restore  public 
credit,  they  ought,  in  the  first  place,  to  resolve 
and  assert  public  faith,  equity,  and  justice, 
which  the  Sooth-Sea  managers  had  notoriously 
violated,  with  respect  to  the  first  and^  second 
subscribers  of  annuities  and  other  public 
debts :  For  the  former  had  not  the  stock,  to 
which  they  were  in  titled,  delivered  to  them,  till 
six  months  after  they  had  subscribed  their  ef- 
fects, and  when  the  stock  was  fallen  above 
half  in  its  price ;  and  the  latter  had  not  the  op- 
tion either  to  accept  or  reject  the*  terms  that 
were  offered  them. 

.  Mr.  Walpoie  having,  among  other  things,  re- 
pliH,  That  if  any  injustice  was  done  to  the 
subscribers,  they  were,  by  the  Resolution  in 
question,  left  at  liberty  to  seek  their  relief  by 
law: 

Mr.  Lechmere^  chanceller  of  the-  duchy,  an- 
swered him,  and  insisted,  That  if  the  South- 
Sea  company,  whom  the  parliament  had  ap- 
pointed trustees  for  the  public  debts,  bad  not 
duly  executed  that  trust,  in  relatien  to  the  an- 
nuitants, the  latter  could  seek  lor  rdief  no 
where  but  in  parliament,  and  that  it  was  a 
duty  inoombent  on  the  legidature  to  relieve  • 
them. 
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Seijeitiit  Peogrily*  M^.  Hotchctpiit  and  some 
other  gentlemeo,  spoke  •&  the  saoie  ude ;  but 
were  aoswered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Craggy^  sir 
William  ThampsoD,  and  Mr.  UuogerforoT  And 
after  tome  other  tpeecbes,  tb«  couotrT  party 
moved  for  adiourniag  the  debate ;  but  the 
que^tioo  put  tbereupotif  being  carried  io  the 
D«gative«  by  35S  roices  aga'mst  88,  the  House 
agreed,  without  dividiog,  to  the  second  Re^olu* 
tioB  of  (he  day  before,  above-mentioDed 

Mr,  R,  Walpole  prtteati  hi$  Scheme  t9  the 
Bousi^/or  reitoring  Public  CredU.]  Deo.  SI. 
Mr-  Lowndes  presented  to  the  Commons  several 
Accounts  and  Estimates;  after  whicby  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  a  grand  Cominittee 
OD  the  Supply,  and  came  to  sevaod  Resulu** 
tions  thereupon.  Then  the  memberaia  West« 
minater^hally  court  of  requests,  and  plaoas  ad- 
jacent, having  been  suounoneid  to  attend,  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  a  grand  Committee, 
and  Mr.  Roberf  Walpole  laid  heSart  them  a 
new  Scheme  to  restore  Public  Credit,  *  which 
was,  in  substance^  to  ingraft  nine  millions  of 
South-Sea  stock  into  the  Bank  of  England 


*  *<  Having  thus  graduall  v  smoothed  his  way, 
and  obtained  the  avowal  of  the  Comraooi^  that 
the  subscriptions  of  the  proprietors  of  the  debt 
should  be  considered  as  valid ^  Walpole  brought 
forward  liis  scheme ;  it  was,  in  substance^  to 
engraft  nine  millions  of  stock  into  the  Bank  of 
England,  aud  the  same  sum  into  the  East  India 
company,  on  certain  conditions ;  the  remaining 
twenty  millions  were  to  be  left  to  theSoutb. 
Sea  Company.  In  his  speech,  recommending 
this  plan,  Walpole  studiously  avoided  the  in- 
troduction of  any  speculative  topics^  or  any  a^ 
•ertions  which  were  not  proved  by  papers  be- 
fore the  House ;  He  promised*  and  fre<qMeptJy 
repeated,  that  be  founded  his  calculatioos  on 
the  veracity  of  those  statements,  and  by  his 
prudence  in  that  respect,  silenced  many  cavils 
which  must  necessarily  have  arisen  from  asser- 
tions less  dose^  connected  with  obviona  and 
attainable  prooh  After  a  few  oljections,  made 
by  Hutchcson,  and  some  other  members^  it  was 
ordered,  that  proposals  should  be  received  ^ro 
the  Bank  of  Ei^Iand,  and  the  East  India  Com-, 
pauy,  for  restoring  public  credit.  It  met  bow* 
ever  with  a  warm,  but  fruitless  opposition  from 
the  three  companies,  because  neitbec  derived 
from  it  any  peculiar  advantage;  their  prMp^als 
were  presented  to  the  House,  and  a  bill  framed 
accordingly.  In  its  passage  through  the  Com* 
mona,  it  was  in  some  respecCs  altered  and 
amended ;  but  the  principal  features  weM.pre*- 
served  The  chief  managemtnt  of  the  bonness 
was  comipitted  to  Walpole,  and  though  it  was 
violently  opposed  In  Us  ptogrjess*  yet  bis  prn* 
dence  aqd  discretion  either  gave  way  to  tbe  ge- 
,  neral  clamour,  or  submitted  to  various  amtad- 
ments,  #r  hia  weight  and  eloqvence,  aided  by 
the  iniloeoce  of  government,  pbtained  a  mino- 
rity in  its  favoor  t  it  passed  tbe.Hooae  of  Lords, 
apd  received  the  royal  AsseMt."  Goxi^'s  >Val- 
Jpole. 


and  the  like  sum  into  the  East-India  Conpasy  s 
upon  the  conditions  therein  mentioned,  and 
which  shall  be  specified  hereafter.  Mr.  Hiitcbe- 
son,  and  other  members,  made  some  ex- 
ceptions to  that  Scheme,' but  none  offering  a 
belter  remedy  for  the  present  misfortunea»  idr . 
Farrer,  die  chairman,  was  directed  to  oaoveihe 
House,  arid  it  was  accordingly  ordered,  **  TW 
the  sfud  Committee  have  power  to  reoeiva 
Propoaab  from  tbeBank  of  Enaland^  tbe  S^yth- 
Sta  Company,  and  the  East-India  Company^ 
tawards  restoring  Public  Credit.'^ 

TheLonUappok^taD^ytoamtidertheSMr 

Sfthe  Hatien^  On  tbe  ISdi  of  December,  tbe 
uke  of  Wharton  tookjioticeof  the  preaectca* 
lamitowt  State  of  the  Nation,  occasioned  fay  fim 
So«tb-Sea  Prefect,  and  gave  several  inatmncee  of 
tbe,nafair  management  of  the  Diracton;  and 
moved  tbat  a  day  asigbt  be  appoimed  to  ooo* 
sider  of  tbe  present  State  of  the  NatiMi.  Dec; 
SOtb  was  accordingly  appointed. 

Dec.  SO.   Tbe  Lord  Norik  and  Grey  ttned 
up,  and  animadverted  on  some  licesKiotts  and 

J»ropbane  writings,  that  stmek  at  ^he  veij 
bandation  of  tbe  Cbrisliao  ReHgMMi.  His 
lofdsbip  then  took  notiee  of-  tbe  Seutib-Sea 
Project,  which,  as  be  had  forel^  eight  aMBf  bs 
before,  [p.  646]  had  been  attended  vwdi  anch 
dismal  coosaouenoea.  He  was  secnnfind  b|n 
the  earl  of  Aylesfbrd. 


The  Dpke  of  Wharton  spoke  pn  tba 

subject,  and  among  other  fnmdolent  practice^ 
of  the  South-Sea  managers,  instanced  in  some 
collosonr  bargains  aboot  stock,  betsreeo  tbe 
Sword^Blade  Company  and  Mr.  Knight,  tree- 
sorer  of  the  Soutn-Sea  Company,  cenclndtng. 
He  hoped  tbat  noUe  assembhr  would  exert 
their  power  in  ponisbiac  the  viUainoos  project 
tors  and  executers  of  &e  Sooftb^Seft  Scbrae, 
Then  tbe  consideration  of  tbe  Stale  of  the  Pllt^ 
lie  Credit,  was  referred  to  a  Coasmittee  of  the 
whole  Honsew 

Dee.  81.  Tlie  House  ordered  the  aevetal 
Accounts  relating  to  the  Sootb«8ea  Company 
to  be  laid  belore  tbe  Hoase;  and  a<||oi2nied  to 
the  9tfa'day  of  January  t 

.  Debate  in  the  CkmfMn$  on  the  Mutif^  BilL^ 
jaooary  4»  1731.  Mr.  Trebv  moved  for  brtog- 
ing  in  a  BUI,  <  To  prevent  Mutiny  and  Deaer« 
tion,'  SU»  and  was  seconded  by  ihel9cd,Cari 
penter.  Hereupon, 

'  Sir  JotepA  Jef^ll  said.  He  could  not  h^l  ha 
$urpriaed  to  see  »  bill  moved  for  so  «v^j«  wfaien 
leldom  or  never  used  to  be  bfougbt  io  iinii 
towards  the  end  of  a  session:  that  suchahocff 
leemod  to  be  intended  to  stop  the  proseculia* 
of  the  aotbors.ofthe  present  misfortunes  «  tba| 
^h^  all  very  well  luiew  that  their .  daxs,ivMa 
tiamberedraod  that  as  soon  as  thc^  had.  dk^ 
pfUfibed  the  money  bills  and  the  bill  nowmorf^ 
ed  for,  they  should  immediatelv  b#  .  dispatched 
namo*  that  tharofbre  he  was  for  ttaying  chos^ 
bills,  until  they  had  done  justice  to  tWnMsQa^ 
who  called  aloud  fat  it. 

i  Mr.  Craggs  said  thereupon,  He  wondered  M 
see  aoy  uppu^t.un  iiOAlo^Q  .a  hiU  so  necesaan 
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ferte^tdRstyMof  the  gofemmeiift,  )esp«eblbr  V 
a  penbh  who  had  I'eccived  signikl  ^voufs  from 
the  crown.    Upon  this 

Lord  Moletwoi'th  stood  up,  snd  said^  Mr. 
^ak«r,lsit  come  to  thh^  thafer^ry  man  who 
has  a  place  musl  do  all  the  drudgery  that  h 
eojoined  him?  This  may  he  true  of  some  un- 
derlings; but  I  don't  beliere  it,  I  im  sure  it  b 
iktse,  of  king  George :  be  Commands  his  ser- 
fsnts  nothing,  bin  What  is  according  to  the 
laws,  and  for  the  good  of  his  suhjects.    Thenr 

Sir  J^A  Jei^U  added,  That  he  was  as 
•ealoos  as  any  man  for  the  senrice  of  the  king 
and  his  government :  "but  he  was  of  opinion, 
that  tb«  domg  justice  to  the  nation,  and  pu- 
msbiag  those  who  had  brought  it  into  the  pre* 
sent  calamitous  condition,  was  the  most  effec- 
tual way  both  to  serve  the  king,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  discbarge  their  duty  to  their  iu- 
jared  country :  cooclndinj|;»  however,  that  he 
did  not  opposc^the  bringing  in  of  the  Bill  in 
question,  whidi  was  thmupon  ordered  to  be 
bronghtin« 

Debaie  on  the  BiUJfor  rettraining  the  South 
Ska  Directors  from  agoing  out  <jf  the  KingdotnJ] 
After  thisi  according  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
die  CommoiM  were  to  go  into  a  grand  Com- 
mittee to  take  into  fiu*tber  ConMeration  the 
present  State  of  the  Public  Credit  of  this  king- 
dom: Bat 

Sir  Joseph  JekyU  resuming  his  Speech,  re- 
presented, Tbat  before  they  prooeieded  any 
nuther,  ihey  ongbt  to  secoi'e  the.  Persons  and 
Estates  of  those  they  had  reason  to  look  upon 
at  the  Authors  of  tlie public  misfortunes;  and 
tberefoce  he  moved,  **  That  leave  be  given  to 
bring  in  a  JSSW  to  restrain  the  sub-governor,  de- 
puty-governor, directors,  treasurer,  under-trefe- 
Borer,  cashier,  secretary,  and  accountant  of  the 
Sonch-Sea  Company,  fi-pm  going  out  of  this 
kingdoin  for  the  space  of  one  year,  and  until 
the  end  of  ihe  next  session  of  parliament ;  and 
for  discdvering  their  estates  and  eBFects,  and  for 
preventing  the  transporting  or  alienating  the 
Jaoie.^    He  was  seconded  by 

Mr.  Horatio  Walpole,  who  gtive  some  in- 
stances both  of  the  unfair  methods  by  which 
the  South-Sea  Dir^^ctors,  tmd  their  officers,  had 
eot  immense  riches,  and  of  their  pride  and  inso- 
lence. 

Seijeftnt  Pengelly,  sir  Robert  Raymond,  sir 
Pbilip  Yotke,  Mr.  Spencer  Cowper,  and  Mr. 
Jetferies,  having  likewise  supported  sir  Joseph 
JekyU'«  motion,  it  Was  earned  nem.  con.  and 
brdered.  That  the  said  Bill  be  brought  in  ac- 
cordingly.   Upon  this 

Mr.  Shippen  exaressed  his  great  satisfaction, 
to  see  a  British  HoUs^  of  Commons  resume 
their  pristine  vigour  and  spirit,  and  act  with  so 
great  unanimity  for  the  public  good.  He  owned 
the  necessity  of  secunng  the  persons  and 
estates  of  the  South-Sea  Directors,  and  their 
officers :  hot  said.  That,  in  his  opinion,  there 
were  some  men  in  great  stations,  wnom,  in  time, 
he  would  not  be  luraid  to  namCi  who  were  no 
less  guilty  than  the  Dirtctors. 


Mr.  Cntf|»  being  sotf)ewhal  neltM  int  tftus, 
said,  Tb^t  tie  was  ready  to  pto  satisfaction  to 
any  man  ^that  shoittd  qu^saon  him,  eitlier  in 
tiiat  Hottse  or  out  of  it.  This  expression  gave 
no  small  offence;  and  thereupon  tne 

Lord  Moleszcorth  replied.  That  he  had  the 
honotir  to'bea  member  of  that  House  upwards 
of  thirty  years,  and  never  belbfe  now  knew  any 
man  bold  enodgh  to  challenge  the  whole  House 
of  Commons,  and  ail  England  besides :  That  for 
his  part,  though  past  vixty,  he  would  answer 
whatever  Mr.  Craggs  hod  ro  say  within  the 
Houto,  hnd  hoped  chcfte  were  young  members 
enoug*h,  that  would  not  be  afraid  to  look  him 
in  the  ihce  out  of  the  House.    Upon  this 

Mr.  Craggi  seeing  the  House  m  a  ereat  fer- 
ment, got  un  again,  akid  said.  That  by  giving 
satisfaction,  be  meant  clearing  his  conduce. 

A  CoMMiTTVE  OP  Secrecy  oppomted  to  in" 
fvire  tJi<o  the  Proceedings  <^  the  South-Sea 
Directors,]  As  soon  as  this  was  over,  the 
House  debated  in  what  manner  they  should 
proceed  in  the  intended  In^iry^  whether  in  a 
Urand  or  a  Select  Committee.  Afler  long  dis- 
putes on  both  sides,  it  was  resolved,  nem.  con. 
**  That  a  Committee  of  thirteen,  to  be  chosen 
by  baUqtting,  be  appdinted  to  inquire  into  aU 
the  ProceeOtngs  relating  to  the  Execution  <^ 
the  Sooth-Sea  Act''  Tfi^  done,  the  lord  Hioch- 
ingbroke  represented':  That  it  was  to  be  feared, 
that  before  the  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  is 
against  the  eub-frnvernor,  deputy-governor,  and 
directors  of  the  Souih-S<»^ Company,  was  gone^ 
throi^h  both  Houses,  the  ^most  criminal 
amongst  them  might  withdraw  themselves  not 
of  the  kingdom;  and  therefore  his  lordship 
moved,  that  they  might  be  immediately  ordered 
into  cosebdy:  But  Mr.  Lecbmere,  haviqg 
shewed  the  inconveniences  that  might  ensue 
thereupoD,  that  motion  was  dropt. — Accord- 
ingly, on  tiie  lltbt-eerjeant  Mead  reported  the 
Names  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire 
into  all  the  Proceedings  relating  to  the  Execn* 
tion  of  the  South-Sea  Act,  viz.  Mr.  Thomae 
Brodtfick,  Mr.  Hutcheson,  sir  Joseph  Jekvll, 
Mr.  Wortley;  sir  Thomas  Pengelly,  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Clayton,  Mr.  Jeifcrries,  Iprd  MoIeSwortb, 
ool.  Strangemrays,  Mr.  Sapper,  Mr.  Lechroere, 
general  Ross,  and  hon.  Mr.  Dixie  Windsor. 
These  persons,  or  any  five  of  them,  were  to  re- 
port their  proceedings  from  time  to  time  to  the 
House,  and  to  have  power  to  seu'd  for  person^ 
papers,  and  records;  and  the  several  Books 
and  Papers  which  bad  been  laid  before  tbo 
House  by  the  South -Sea  Company,  wire  re- 
iarrad  to  the  said  Committee, 

T%e  Comment  take  into  Consideration  Ihe 
Proposals  Jrom  the  Souih'Sea  Compani^f/or  in- 
grafting nine  AftiRibni  of  their  Stock  into  the 
^ast'Iniid  Compofw^  and  nine  more  into  the 
Bank,]  Jai^.  5.  fn  a  grand  Committee,  tha 
Commons  took  into  coasidefiition  the  Propo- 
sals laid  before  the  flAid  Committee  by  tb« 
Sovth-Se^  Companv,  for  inmfting  nine  mil- 
lions of  their  stock  mto  the  East-India  Com* 
panj,  and  the  ^ke  sum  into  tha  Bank  of  Bog- 
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land,  as  mlto  the  Proposals  of  the  Eaat-India  | 
Company  and  the  Bank,  for  takiog  io  the  said 
Stock,  and  after  some  debate,  it  was  resolved, 
by  173  voices  against.  ISO,  that  an  lumftment 
of  part  of  the  capital  of  the  South-Sea  Com- 
pany into  the  capitals  of  the  Bank  of  England 
and  the  East-India  Company,  pursuant  to,  the 
several  Proposals  of  the  said  Companies,  will 
contribute  very  much  to  the  restoring  and 
e»t»blishiog  public  credit.  Mr.  Speaker  luiving 
resumed  (he  Chair,  the  Court  Party  moved,  that 
Mr.  Farrer,  the  chairman  of  the  grand  Com- 
mittee, should  tlie  neJit  day  report  the  said  Ee- 
solutioix-;  but  this  motion  was  strenuously  op- 
posed, aud  the  question  bemg  put  thereupon,  it 
passed  in  the  negative  by  u  Oiujonty  of  15S 
votes  agaiust  140  ;  after  wluch  it  was  ordered, 
that  the  said  Report  be  received  on  the  lOth. 

Jan»  10.  TheSul-Governorofihc  South-Sea 
Company  presented  to  the  House  several  States 
and  Account:}  that  had  been  called  for,andthen 
sir  Joseph  Jekyil  presented  to  the  Il.^use  a  Bill, 

*  To  restrain  the  Sub-(jovernor,  Deputy-Go- 
'  vernor,    Directojs,  Ireasun^rs,    &c,  of   the 

*  South-Sea  Company,  from  going  out  of  this 

*  kingdom,'  &c.  which  was  read  the  first,  and 
ordered  to  be  re^d   a  second   time  the  next 
morning.     After    this,    Mr.  Farrer  reported 
from  tite  Couunittee  of  the  whole  House,  the 
Resolution    above-mentioned,    about  the  In- 
graftment  of  nine  Millions  of  Sooth-Sea  Stock, 
upon  the  respective  Stocks  of  the  Bank  and 
East-India Cumpfiny;  and  amotion  beineroade 
that  the  said  liesolution  be  re-committod,  it  oc- 
casioned a  warm  debate,  that  lasted  five  hours. 
Mr.  Sloper,  Mr.  Clayton,  sir  Joseph  Jek^ll,  and 
some  pthers,  represented,  That  the  project  be- 
fore them  was  more  like  to  prove  a  dfl[rigeroiis 
palliative,  than  an  eflfectoal  remedv  to  the  pre- 
sent dbtempcr ;  and  being  founded  on  injustice, 
would  rather  farther  hurt  than  restore  public 
credit.    Mr.  Hutcbeson  ur^,  That  thisscbenie 
teemed  to  be  calculated  with  the  same  view  as 
the  former,  the  ill  effects  of  whicb  they  intended 
to  remedy,  and  raised  several  other  objections 
to  the  new  Scheme,  and  insinuated,  that  if  the 
Resolution  in  question  were  recommitted,  he 
luight  propose  sameihing  better  for  the  restor- 
.ing  of  public  credit.    Mr.  Robert  Walpole  an- 
swered all  objections,  and  being  strongly  sap^ 
ported  by  Mr.  Craggs,  sir  Robert  Raymond,  sir 
Philip  Yorke,  and  by  several  other  members ; 
the  question  was  put  upon  the  motion  for  re- 
committing the  Resolution  about  the  Ingraft- 
ment,  which  was  carried  in  the  negative,  by 
^67  voices  ac^ainst  134.    Then  the  House  agreed 
to  the  said  Resolution,  and  a  BUI  was  ordesed 
to  he  brought  in  thereupon.* 


2%0  Bill  agmnst  the  SmUk  Sea  DireeUn 
ptmu  the  Commons.]  Jan.  16.  Tbe  Bill 
against  the  Sub-Goversor,  Deputy-Gov^isor,. 
and  Directors  of  the  South  Sea  Coropuij,  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed;  after  whkli  it  was 
ordered,  that  the  conimittee,  appointed  to  in* 
quire  into  all  the  proceediogi  relating  therato, 
be  a  Committee  of^Secrecy. 

Jan.   19.    The  engrt>ssed  Bill  against  the 

South  Sea  Directors  was  read  the  tLird  time, 

leoi.  con.  and  sent  up  to  the  Lords** 


*  «  During  the  period  in  which  this  scheme 
was  carrying  thiough  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment, the  loudest  and  most  violent  clamours 
,  were  excited  as  well  agaiust  the  directors,  as 
against  the  ministers,  who  had  proQioted  the 
South-Sea  act,  which  was  considered  as  the 
sole  cause  of  the  national  distress.  The  gene- 
ral infatuatiua  in  favour  of  the  South-Sea  Com- 


pany was  forgOtUn ;  and  the  frenzy  of  stock- 
jobbing was  not  taken  into  consideration »  All 
the  managers  were  indiscriminately  involved 
in  the  saine  guilt;  the  very  name  of  a  director 
waft  synouymous  with  every  species  of  fraud 
and  villainy.  Petitions  from  counties,  cities, 
and  boreughSy  in  ail  parts  of  the  kingdom,  were 
presented  t^  il/e  House,  crying  for  justice  due 
to  an  injure<l  nation  against  the  villainy  of  these 
peruintnrs,  and  the  sufferers  looked  np  for  in- 
deinnifi(  atioii  from  the  confiscution  of  their 
property,  or  for  vengeance  in  the  ponisbmeot 
of  their  guilt.  All  those,  who  like  Walpole 
opposed  extreme  severity  and  indiscriminate 
punisliinent,  were  exposed  to  repeated  insults 
and  virulent  invectives ;  they  were  devoted, 
both  in  anonynM>ns  letters  and  public  writings, 
to  the  speedy  vengeftnce  of  a  much  injured 
people."    Coie's  Walpole. 

*  <*  Jan.  19.  Yon  see  by  the  votes  the  Bill 
against  the  Directors  reported  and  ordered  to 
bee  engro&ed,  I  believe  'twas  this  day  read  a 
third  time,  aud.carryed  to  the  Lords.  Itt  pro- 
hibits their  going  out  of  the  kingdom  for  a  year, 
and  to  the  epd  of  the-oext  session  of  parliaioeot, 
requiring  their  entring  into  recognizance  of 
lOOjOOol  with  two  suretyes  in  25,000^  each, 
for  performance  of  the  above  condition  ;  ict  re- 
quires the  delivery  of  aa  invaitory  of  their 
estates  reall  and  peiBonall  uppon  oath;  and 
enacts.  That  if  they  shall  falaifie  therein 
(being  convict)  shall  suffer  as  feUons,  with- 
out benefitt  of  clergy^  there  is  a  clause 
for  encouragement  of  discoverers,  and  ocheis, 
such  as  may  make  the  bill ,  more  efieotu- 
all.  Tbev  had  the  assurance  to  petition  to 
bee  heard  by  councUl  against  the  Bill,  which 
was  rejected  with  the  utmost  indignation,  al- 
though supported  by  some  of  our  great  aen 
(which  by  toe  way  was  very  ill  relisht)  not  oaly 
in  fovour  of  the  directors,  butt  on  account  ef 
justice,  for  that  noe  criminal  (how  great  soever) 
ought  to  be  condemned,  unheard.  To  which 
'twas  answered,  that  this  Bill  did  nottcondemae, 
the  chiefe  end  being  onely  to  secure  their  stand- 
ing a  tryall,  and  preventmg  alienation  of  ^eb 
estates  sill  such  times  as  their  tryaU  was  ovec» 
Twas  then  sayd,  even  thus  much  woald  bee  in- 
flicting a  great  punishment,  unheard ;  to  which 
'twas  reply'd,  that  surely  gentlemen  had  nou 
read  over  the  Papers  and  Accounts  deliveted 
at  the  bar  bjr  themselYes,  fat  that  by  tb4»e  the 
most  nottorious  breach  of  trust  (against  the 
tennor  and  purport  of  the  South  Sea  act,  as  well 
as  agaioit  toeir  own  by  lawes)  weie  caafMisdi 
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Debate  mtJUlmli<mth4  8ut$qf  the  PmbUe 
Credit,]  Jaouarj  9.  The  Lords  being  met, 
parsnant  to  adjoarnpenty .  the  Sub-Oovernor 
and  Oepaty-Goveraor  of  the  South  Sc4  Cobb- 
pany  iaid  btfbre  iheoi  sereral  of  the  Papers 
called  for ;  and  the  next  day  their  lordshipe  went 
into  a  ffraod  Committee  to  consider  of  the 
State  of  the  Nation^  with  relation  to  Public 
Credit. 

The  Lord  Stanh<^  said,  **  That  the  Estates 
uf  the  crirainais,  whether  Directon  or  not  Di- 
rectors, oneht  to  be  confiscated  to  make  good 
the  public  Tosses/' 

Lord  Carteret  spoke  to  the  same  effect. 

The  £ari  of  Sunderland  owned,  that  he  had 
)»een  for  the  South  Sea  Scheie,  because  he 
thouj^bt  it  calculated  for  the  advantage  of  the 
oatioD,  in  order  to  Jessen  the  Public  Debts,  and 
in  particular  to  take  off  the  heavy  incumbrance 
of  Long  Annuities ;  that  no  man  could  imagine 
that  50  good  a  design  could  have  been  so  per- 
verted in  the  execution,  as  to  produce  quite 
contrary  effects ;.  but  that,  in  his  opinion,  no 
act  of  parliament  had  ever  been  so  much  abused 
as  the  South  Sea  Act,  and  therefore  he  would 
go  as  far  as  any  body  to  puniih  the  offenders. 

The  Duke  pf  Wharton  said,  with  beconling 
vehemence,  "  That'  they  ought  to  have  no  re- 
spect of  persons  ;  that  for  his  part  he  would  give 
up  tbe  best  friend  he  had  ;  that  the  nation  had 
been  plundered  in  a  roost  flagrant  and  notorious 
maonef,  and  therefore  they  ought  to  find  out 
the  offenders,  and*  then  punish  them  with  the 
utmost  severity.'* 

The  Lord  North  and  Grey  «nd  the  earl  of 
Abingdon  urged  also  the  ill  effects  of  the  South 
Sea  Project,  which  the  bishop  of  )tlochester 
justly  compared  to  *  pestilence. 


diat  therefore  the  case  was  no  more  or  other 
then  committing  or  requiring  bail  from  a  cri- 
minal lippon  confession,  according  to  the  na- 
tuNs  of  the  offence ;  that  from  the  notoriety  of 
the  thing,  as  well  as  from  the  national  preju- 
dice sustained  thereby,  the  legislature  were  now 
doing  what  in  ordinary  cases  the  magistrate 
might  and  ought  to  doe.  The  House  were, 
from  a  coolenesse  of  temper,  wrought  up  to  a 
|reat  heigfath,  and  that  (m  my  opinion)  by  the 
earnestness  of  some  gentlemen,  whoe  att  last 
were  forct  quietly  to  give  up  the  point.  I  have 
leen  strange  tumes,  but  I  thinke  this  matter 
incaoabie  of  one :  what  a  considerable  man  be- 
gan his  fir^t  speech  with  (for  hee  spoake  with 
great  vehemence  a  second  time)  is  certainly 
true,  that  saying  anjf  thing  which  might  bee  in- 
terpreted as  favouring  a  South  Sea  Director, 
would  be  very  ill  heard,  and  putt  the  speaker 
aader  great  disadvantage.  I  will  nott  goe 
abroad  (being  a  good  deal  feavourish)  till  I 
thinke  I  can  doe  itt  without  great  hazard,  though 
I  (»WD  I  shall  be  very  uneaey  till  I  can  attend 
my  doty. 

"  The  Bill  is  ordered  to  the  Lords.  That 
Hoose  have  had  several  brokers  before  them  this 
'day ;  a  gentleman  is  just  gone  from  mee  (the 
JLofds  being  sitting  kte  as  it  is)  to  lett  me  know 


The  EmL  Camper  spoke  likewise  on  the  same 
side,  and  blamed  those  who,  by  the  act  of  par^ 
liament,  were  appointed  to  overlook  and  check 
the  South  Sea  Directors ;  and  who,  in  discharge 
of  that  trust,  ought  to  have  prevented  their  ' 
jumping  from  a  subscriptien  at  400  to  1000, 
which  was  the  main  cause  of  the  misfortunes 
that  ensned. 

The  Earl  of  Sunderland  finding  himself,  and 
the  other  lords  of  the  Treasury,  thus  attacked, 
spoke  in  his  own  afid  their  vindication ;  and 
said,  *<  That  by  the  South  Sea  Act  they  were 
directed  to  appoint  such  persons,  as  they  should 
think  fit,  to  be  managers  on  the  part  of  the 
Treasury,  for  the  due  execution  of  the  said  Act; 
that  as  they  had  reason  to  look  upon  those 
persons,  who  had  the  principal  share  in  framing 
this  Scheme,  as  the  most  able  and  proper  to 
execute  it,  they  had  accordingly  appointed  some 
of  the  South-Sea  directors  to  be  managers  and 
directors  for  the  Treasury :  concluding,  that  in 
this  they  had  followed  former  precedeuts.** 

The  Lords  resolve.  That  the  Cammissumen  of 
the  Treasury  appointing  the  Directors  of  the 
Soutft-Sea  Company  to  be  managers  for  executing 
theSouth'Sea Act  was  legal.]  Hereupon  the  ques- 
tion was  proposed, "  That  the  Constitution  from 
the  Co\nmissionersof  theTieasury,dated  the6tb 
of  May,  1720,  appointing  the  Directors  of  the 
South-Sea  Company  to  be  managers  and  direp* 
tors  for  performing  such  matters  and  things  as, 
by  the  Act  for  enabling  the  said  Company  to 
increase  their  present  capital  Stock,  are  directed, 
has  been  conformable  to  precedents,  and  legal.*^ 
This  occasioned  a  gi^at  debate,  but  the  lord 
Harcourt  having  declared  his  opinion  for  the 
affirmative,  the  question  was  carried  by  65 
voices  against  38. 

tliat  those  sparkes  have  confessed  so  much,  that 
their  lordships  thinke  they  will  scamper,  unless 
taken  into  Custody,  with  a  Declaration  and  Mes- 
sage sent  to  the  House  of  Commons,  acquainting 
them  here  with;  and  that  when  and  as  often 
as  the  Committee  shall  send  for  them,  their  of- 
ficer shall  attend  with  them  ;  desiring  to  know 
my  opinion,  whither  the  House  (whom  they 
would  avoyd  in  atiy  wise  disoblidging)  may  looke 
uppou  this  as  the  least  obstruction  to  tho  en« 
quiry.  My  answer  was,  that  I  could  enely 
speake  as  a  private  man,  and  as  such,  did  freely 
own  my  thoughts,  that  this  proceeding,  ihos 
circnmstantinted,  could  nott  bee  thought  in  any 
.  sort  an  obstruction  to  our  enquiry.  That  I 
knew  the  Couimittee  had,  in  several  instances, 
avoided  doing  tilings  which  possibly  might  ad« 
minister  cause  to  people  without  doors  to  hope 
fpr  disputes  between  the  Houses,  nothing  being 
more  in  their  desire  then  avoiding  such.  That 
1  verily  believed,  the  House  were  of  the  same 
mind.  For  which  reasons^  (though  I  desired  itt 
might  bee  remembered,  I  tooke  uppon  mec  to 
speake  onely  as  a  private  man)  I  was  of  opinion, 
noe  exception  would  bee  taken  to  this  proceed* 
ing." — Coxe's  Walpole.  Correspondence.  Mr, 
Tbomes  Brodrick  to  lord  Middleton, 
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Directors  of  tlve  6omb  SetiOBtefmny  were,  of 
ap  others,  the  most  unfit  fbr  "stich  atriKt,  wai 
coDseqoently  not  mioh  pevons  as  are  expres^ 
reqaired  by  the  taid  net. 

<<  And  we  cannot  ^ree,  "Aitft  the's&id  Con* 
ftitntioQ  is  prepedented. 

**  1.  BeciiQse  the  precedents  piodoced  are 
at]  in  6jne  before  tYie  passing  the  aet  of  pariia- 
menty  on  which  the  present  question  did  arise ; 
aod  therefore,  in  our  opinion,  t:ao  be  of  no 
weight  in  determining  afej  question  Uttt  de* 
pei^th  on  liie  constmctioo  of  die  aaid  ac^ 
unless  such  precedents  had  been  fonoded  on 
some  former  act  or  acts  of  pariiameiity  iSbe 
same,  in  aU  material  points,  with  the  mu 
abovcmentioned;  which  it  appears  to  fm,  nei- 
ther the  said  Charter,  nor  Commissiona  or  Ap- 
pointments produced  as  preeedenia  were. 

^  3.^  All  the  cases  reurd  on  at  precedent 
(except  the  last)  are,  as  we  conceive,  widely 
diffet rag  from  the  ease  in  qoesition ;  tb«t  mark* 
ed  No.  1.  is  dated  before  the  erection  of  the 
South  Sea  Company,  and  therefore  did  doT, 
nor  could  confer  any  powers  on  the  IMrecton 
of  the  Company,  which  was  not  dien  hi  being, 
but  is  directed  to  the  members  of  other  corpo- 
rations, divers  peat  officen,  and  yer^  ouux 
other  jpersons,  m  order  to  the  erecttng  the 
Sooth  Sea  Coinpany ;  the  ^vt  foUowingfroni  No. 
4  to  No.  6,  included,  are  indeed  to  impower  the 
Directors  of  the  Sooth  Sea  Company,  but  it  i» 
only  to  take  sabscriptions  of  tallies,  orders,  de- 
bentures, and  the  nko  goyerunent  secniities, 
and  to  compute  the  interest  due  diereon,  in 
order  to  the  admitting  the  proprietora  into  the 
company  at  the  rates  stated  in  the  acta  of  par* 
liament,  to  which  (he  charter  and  commissions 
relate ;  but  none  of  them  impower  the  Direc- 
tors of  the  South  Sea  Company,  to  enter,  adjust, 
or  certify,  or  to  do  any  matter  relating  to  con- 
tracts to  be  made,  whereto  the  company  was  to 
be  made  a  party,  as  in  the  present  case. 

"  3.  And  as  to  the  said  last  case,  cited  as  a 
precedent,  marked  No.  7,  wbidi  comes  the- 
nearest  to  the  present^  the  Itirectors  of  the 
South  Sea  Company  bemg  thereby  appointed 
Directors  and  Managers  (which  theT  are  not 
by  dny  of  the  former)  to  execute  all  the  powers 
given  Co  Directors  and  Managers  dt  the 
act  of  the  fifth  of  his  present  majesty,  ior  re« 
deemjng  the  fond  appropriated  for  toe  pay^ 
ment  of  the  lottery  tickets,  yet  neither  by  thai 
lippomtment,  or  the  set  referred  to,  had  the 
Dn-ectors  of  the  South  Sea  Company  any  an* 
thority  to  do  any  thing  in  relation  to  contracts 
or  bargains  to  be  made,  wherein  the  company 
was  to  be  made  a  party ;  and  therefore  not  to 
be  compar^  in  the  present  case. 

''  4.  But  if  the  said  last  and  only  precedent, 
not  before  taken  notice  of,  had  been  a  pre- 
'  cedent  in  point,  yet  it  bearing  date  no  longer 
fp  than  the  4Ui  of  May,  1719,  and  bemg 
signed  by  four  of  the  Eve  commisiionecs  of  the 
Treasury,  who  have  signed  the  appoinUnent 
which  it  is  brought  to  justify,  and  bavmg  passed 
under  silence,  no  occasion  having  happened  to 
.draw  the  ndidity  thereof  i&to  quewon^    il 
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Pratea  ^dintt  the  taid  Haokitibn.]  inn, 
10.  The  Report  from  the  above  Committee 
being  read,  it  was  reM>lv«d,  That  die  House  do 
agree  with  the  Committee  in  the  above  Reso- 
hition. 

^  Dissentient." 

''1.  Beoaese  the  Act  of  dw  kst  session  of 
parliament  for  enabling  the  Sonlb-Ses  Company 
to  increase  tbeir  capital  stock  (upon  which 
act  the  letality  of  the  Consthation  ni  <]^oestion 
anst  whoUy  depend)  hadi  yested  the  Directors 
and  nunngers,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Com- 
ttissioners  of  the  Treasort,  with  such  trusts  and 
powers,  and  required  suoi  thingp  to  be  done 
py  them,  as,  we  conceive,  could  not  be  intrust- 
ed to  the  Directors  of  the  Sonth-SeaCobpaoy 
to  execote,  according  to  the  true  intent  and 
neanineof  the  said  Act 

**  t.  0ectose  we  conoeive  it  to  be  incopsis- 
leat  with  the  said  Act,  that  the  Directors  and 
Managers  appointed  by  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Treasory  (who  by  the  Act  are  intrusted  to 
ascertain  what  Annuities  sluiil  be  taken  in,  and 
what  debts  paid  off  by  the  said  Company ;  what 
additions,  in  respect  thereof,  shall  be  made  to 
the  oapiul  stock  of  the  said  Company;  how 
much  is  to  be  paid  by  the  said  Company  into 
fhe  Exchequer  tor  the  use  of  the  public;  what 
new  allowance  is 'to  be  made  to  the  ;iame  cor- 
poration for  charges  of  management;  to  enter 
into  books  the.  prices  to  be  agreed  on  between 
the  Company  on  the  one  part,  and  the  proprie- 
tors of  the  Public  Debts  on  die  other  part;  to 
adjust  the  accouots  of  the  Debts  and  An- 
nuities taken  in  by  the  Company ;  and  to  certify 
and  transmit  duplicates  of  the  accounts  so  ad- 
justed, among  others,  to  the  Directors  of  the 
^outh- Sea  Company)  shoiildbe  the  Directors  of 
the  South-Sea  Company,  and  they  only. 

"  3.  Because  the  said  Directors  of  the  Com- 
pany appear  to  us  plainly  to  be  concerned  in 
interest,  so  as  to  incline  them  to  execute  the 
said  powers  or  trusts  partially  for  the  Company, ' 
unless  restrained  by  a  great  degree  of  honesty  ; 
and  if  there  should  be  any  mistake  by  them 
committed,  wilfully  or  otherwise,  to  the  advan- 
tage of  the  Company  and  disadvantage  of  the 
Said  proprietors,  in  any  matters  intrusted  to 
the  said  Directors  and  Managers,  we  do  not  find 
any  provision  in  the  said  act  to  rectify  the  same, 
nor  conceive  h«w  il  can  be  done,  unless  by 
application  to,  and  by  consent  of  the  said  Di- 
rectors and  Managers,  who  are  the  Directors  of 
the  Soudi  Sea  Company,  and  no  other,  which, 
we  think,  could  never  be  the  meaning  of  the 
act,  but  that  the  intent  thereof  must  be,"  that 
the  said  trpsts  of  Dhectors  and  Managers 
sbonld  have  been  executed  by  impartial  and 
indifE^ent  persons. 

^  4.  We  conoeive,  that  the  said  act  expressly 
requires  the  commissioners  of  the  treasury,  to 
appoint  fit  persons  to  be  Directors  and  Mana- 
gers for  executing  the  powers  and  trusts  above 
spedfied ;  and  therefore,  if  the  abovemendon- 
ed  reasons  did  not  sofficiendy  prove  the  Con- 
stitution in  queisdon  not  to  be  agreeable  to  the 
•aid  act,  yet  it  stem  very  clear  to  us,  that  the 
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topport  the  said  last  appointdient  when  it  was 
drawn  id  qaestion,  and  ordered  to  be  consider- 
ed by  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  ap^ 
pointed  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the  late 
unhappy  tarn  of  aflbirs^  which  hat  so  much^ 
aSeaed  the  public  credit  at  home. 

^  For  thf  aforesaid  reasons^  and  leit  it 
ml|)k  be  deemed  to  be  aprcaudgin^  of  amatter, 
that  ma?  poisibly  be  bruoROt  judidally  bdbre 
U9.  Wharton^  Gomj^tdb,  Ctchfietd^  Abiofdoo, 
Binglejy  I^rth  and  Gregr*.  Weston,  Cowper, 
Grwer,  Bathunt,  OnHdford^  Scarsdale^  A/les^ 
ford,  Strafiioffd,  Su  John  de  fiktsho. 

I%e  Dirscion  if  the  South  Sea  Compta^  ex- 
amined bo  the  LordtA  The  same  daj,  it  wm 
oidered  bj  tbe  Iiords»  That  aU  tbe  birecton 
of  the  South  Sea  Compao^>  as  are  not  members 
of  the  HoQse  of  Commons,  together  with  the 
Xr6asarer>  tJnder  Treastirer»  Accountant  Ge- 
neral, and  Secretary,  of  the  said  Company,  de 
attend  this  House  on  Thuisday  next* 

Jan.  16.  The  Lords  ordeirec^  That  thejedges 
do  forthwith  prepare,  and  bring  in,  a  Bill)  to 
iocapacitate  the  Sub  Governor,  Deputy  Go* 
vernor,  and  Directors,  of  the  South  Sea  Com- 
Ptay,  from  holding  or  exercising  any  office 
ion^  than  to  the  tme  of  tlie  next  election  of 
Directors  tif  the.  said  Company ;  andthat  pro- 
vision be  made!'  in  such  Billy  to  incapacitate 
tbe  said  Sub  Ck^vemor,  Deputy  Governor,  and 
Directors^  from  bearing  any  office  in  the 
East  India  Company,  or  tbe  Bank  of  England. 

Jaa.  31.  A  Petition  of  the  Sub  Governor, 
Deputy  Governor^  and.  the  Directors  of  the 
Somh  Sea  Company,  being  read,  praying  to 
be  beafid  by  their  counsel,  as  to  tbe  Bill  brought 
up  from  the  Commons,  for' restraioint  the  pe- 
titioners from,  going  oot  of  the'  kingdom,  0CC. 
tbe  said  Bill  was  read  aseeond  time,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  committee  of  the  whole  Honse  fbi^ 
Monday.  Then  it  being  proposed^  That  the 
intent  of  the  Bill  being  to  prevent  tbe  peti* 
tioners  from  withdrawing  their  persons  and  ef- 
fects, for  making  satismetion  aud  for  puoisli- 
iag  them  for  the  notorious  breach  of  trust,  which 
tbey  have  already  appeared  guilty  o^  or  which 
they  do  not  deny  or  excuse  in  their  Petition, 
that  therefore  the  Petition  be  rejected;  and 
tbe  question  being  put  upon  the  8»id  proposi- 
tion, it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

After  thie it  was  ordered,  That  the  Brokers 
do  lay  before  the  House  an  account  of  all  the 
stock  and  subscriptions  bought  or  sold  by 
them,,  for  any  of  the  officers  of  the  Treasury  or 
Exchequer,  or  any  in  tsust  for  them,  or  any 
of  them,  to  tbe  best  of  then:  knowledge  and 
bdie^  since  Michaelmas^  1719.  B^  this  ac« 
count  it  appefiring  that  large  quantities  of  South 
Sea  Stock  had  been  transf^red  to  the  use  of 
Mr.  Aiskble^  one  of  tbe  Lords  of  the  Treasury, 
the  duke  oC  Wharton  ^aid,  He  hoped  some 
great  men  would  produce  some  good  fruity  else 
they  would  break  out  into  blotches,  that  would 
sticiEUpon  then,  like  the  leprosy  of  Naamao 
the  Syrian  oo^kbfMi* 


Jao.  1U^  The  Lords,  in  a  grand  committee^ 
examined  Mr.  Joye,  Deputy  Governor,  who 
made  a  Teijr  ingenuous  confession  of  several 
important  matters. 

Upon  a  motion  made  by  lord  Stanhope,  sir 
William  Chapman,  Mr.^Houlditcb,  Mr.Hawes, 
Mr.  Gibbon,  and  Mr.  Chester,  five  of  the  Di- 
rectorsy  after  being  examined,  were  ordered 
into  the  custody  of  the  black  rod. 

Jan.  26.  The  Lords  examined  MV.  Astett 
and  sir  Harconrt  Masters,  who  made  very  in- 
genooos  and  large  discoveries,  and  named 
several  persons  boSi  in  the  administration,  and 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  to  whom  large* 
stuns,  in  South  Sea  stock,  bad  beeo  dven  u>t 
procuring  tbe  passing  of  the  South  oea  Act; 
After  which,  upon  a  motion  made  by  the  earl 
Stanhope,  and  seconded  hj  the  lord  Towna- 
bend  and  earl  Cowper,  their  lordships  unani- 
mously resolved^  *<  That  the  taking  in  of  stock, 
tbe  transferring  of  stock  to  the  3poth  Sea 
Company,  the  givii!^  credit  for  the  same  with- 
out a  valuable  consideration  actually  paid,  of 
sufficiently  secured ;  or  the  purchasing  stocic, 

Sany  Dhrector  or  Agent  of  the  South  Sea 
^mpanv,  for  tb'e  use  or  benefit  of  any  person 
•  in  the  administration,  or  any  member  of  either 
House  of  Parliament,  during  such  time  as  the 
late  Bill  relating  to  the  South  Sea  Company 
was  depending  uist  year  iit  parliament,  was  a 
notorious  and  dangerous  corruption.'^ 

Jan.  31.  Tbe  Lords,  in  a  grand  committee, 
examhred  Mrr  Waller,  80n*in-law  to  Mr.  Alsla- 
bie,  and  Mr.  Astell,  severally,  in  relation  to  i^ 
great  quantity  of  South  Sea  stock  Vhlch  ap-. 
peered  to  have  been  transferred  to,  and  nego*. 
elated  by  the  said  Mr.  Waller,  who  pretended 
not  to  have  k^t  Minutes  of  what  he  bad  done 
in  Exchange^alley.  Tbis  some  Lords  looked 
upon  as  prevarication,  and  the  said  Examina- 
tion being  over,  their  lordships  resolved, "  That 
the  Directors  of  the  Sooth  S^  Company,  hav- 
ing ordered  great  quantities  of  stock*  to  be 
boq£bt  for  the  serWce  of  the  Con>pany,  wheo 
sto^  was  nt  very  high  prices,  under  pretence 
of  keeping  up  tlie  price  of  stock ;  and  at  the 
same  time  several  of  the  Diractprs,  and  other 
Officers  belonging  to  the  Comply,  having,  in 
a  clandestine  manner,  sokt  their  dwn  stock  to 
the  Company,  such  Directors  and  Officers 
were  thereby  guilty  of  a  notorious  fraud  and 
breach  of  trust ;  and  their  ao  doiog  was  one 
great  cause  of  the  unhappy  turn  of  affiiirs  that 
has  so  much  aflfected  tbe  Public  Credit.*' 

Feb'  3.  The  Lords,  ina  «Ommitreeyexa«* 
mined  Mr.  Hawes,  one  of  tbe  late  Directors. 

•    Sir  John  Blunt  examined  by  the  Lordt,"] 
Feb.  4.    Sir  John  Blunt*  was  examined  bjp 


•  «  Much  injured  Bloat !    why  bears  )m 
BritaiB*8  hate  f 
A  wiaard  told  him  in  these  words  our  fate : 

*  At  length  Corrupdon,like  a  genVal  flood 
^  (So  lonr  by  watchful  ministers  withstood) 

*  Shall  diTuge  all ;  and  AvVicecreepiiig  On| 

<  Spread  like  a  low-bom  mist;  and  blot  the  sun^ 
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the  «gr and  committee.    The  particulan  of  his 
Ekimmation  are  as  follows : 

Sir  John  Blunt  being  called  in,  and  the  book 
t>f  the  account  of  stock  sold^  being  shewn  to 
him,  he  was  asked  if  it  contained  a  true  ac- 
count ;  he  said,  he  never  saw  a  true  account 
of  stock  sold,  and  in  one  place  his  name  being 
mentioned,  he  says,  he  does  not  know  he  sold 
that  stock. 

And  being  asked  if  be  was  of  the  Committee 
of  the  Treasury ;  he  answered,  he  was  not ; 
then  being  asked  if  he  was  of  the  Committee 
ibr  taking  care  of  the  Company's  interest,  in 
relation  to  the  bill;  he  desired  to  refer  himself 
to  the  bonks  of  the  Company.  Owned  he 
might  possibly  be  at  the  Court  of  Directors, 
when  the  book  of  stock  sold  was  brought  to 
them  from  tbe  Committee  of  Treasury,  but  it 
was  not  read  over  there. 

Asked  if  he  ever  sold  any  of  the  stock  to 
any  person  of  the  administration,  or  any  mem- 
ber of  either  House  of  Parliament ;  and  there- 
upon insisted,  it  was  the  right  of  an  English- 
nan  not  to  accuse  himself,  if  it  was  a  criminal 
matter,  if  not,  he  would  give  the  best  answer 
he  could. 

He  was  directed  to  withdraw. 

Proposed  h«  be  called  in  again,  and  told  he 
must  answer  the  question  ;  and  thereupon  he 
was  called  in,  and  asked  accordingly;  and 
aays,  he  is  sensible  of  the  weight  or  falling 
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under  the  displeasure  of  this  House;  but  bcin^ 
required  either  peremptorily  to  answer,  or  with- 
draw, he  acquainted  the  Committee  be  bad 
been  under  a  strict  examination  already  before 
the  Secret  Committee  of  the  Commons,  and 
answered  several  questions  long  and  various, 
and  would  not  be  thought  to  preraricate,  hav- 
ing no  copy  of  what  he  bad  before  twom. 

He  then  owned  he  had  disposed  of  two  siuns, 
6,000/.  to  col.  Monroe  at  275,  and  1,000/.  to 
Mr.  Banks  at  310,  both  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons ;  he  took  Mr.  Banks's  note  for  payment 
of  the  nM>ney,  and  gave  him  a  note  chat  tUc 
stock  should  be  delivered,  and  the  money  was 
paid  soon  after  it  became  due,  and  he  ^re  it 
to  Mr.  Knight ;  lie,  this  examinant,  did  not 
tell  him  whose  stock  it  was,  wherefore  Mr. 
Banks  thought  it  was  his  own,  he  believes ;  but 
has  told  him  since  the  session,  it  was  the  Com- 
pany's stock. 

Sir  John  being  asked  if  he  offered  to  f>uC 
another  name  in  his  stead,  he  believes  he  did, 
and  that  Mr.  Banks  said,  it  might  stand  in  his 
own  name ;  he  likewise  said,  he  believed  the 
colonel  did  not  know  it  was  the  Company*s 
stock,'  he  having  never  told  him  it  was,  as  he 
remembers. 

Asked  if  the  practice  of  taking  the  stock 
was  resolved  on  by  the  Directors;  and  an- 
swers, he  cannot  say  ir,  but  owned  they  might 
have  consulted  about  it. 

He  was  directed  to  call  to  memory  aD  such 
as  he  ti^nsacted  for,  or  what  any  other  of  the 
Directors  did  of  that  kind. 

And  says,  it  is  impossible  for  him  to  recol- 
lect ;  repeated,  that  he  has  been  under  exami- 
nation before  to  this  matter  in  another  place, 
and  therefore  hopes  to  be  excused  answering, 
lest  his  evidence  should  differ. 

And  being  required  to  ^ive  an  account  if 
other  Diret:tors  did  not  consult  him  about  mat- 
ters of  this  nature ;  he  made  the  same  excuse, 
as  to  his  being  examined  in  another  place,  and 
declined  to  answer. 

He  is  again  directed  to  withdraw. 

Proposed  to  call  him  in  again,  and  ask  him 
if  he  did  not  take  stock  in  for  any  person  in 
the  administration,  he  naming  before  only  two 
of  the  House  of  Commons;  and  being  c^alied 
in  and  asked  accordingly,  says,  he  does  not  re- 
member he  did  sell  or  tase  id  any  stock  for  any 
person  in  the  adminislratidn. 

The  last  question  but  one  being  asked  bin, 
says,  he  would  be  very  loth  to  offend  this 
adjust  body,  and  would  be  glad  he  could  get  a 
copy  of  what  be  had  sworn  in  another  pkoe ; 
whereupon  he  was  told,  if  he  did  not  answer,  it 
would  be  -reported  so  to  the  House ;  he  hoped 
he  should  have  indulgence,  declaring  be  woold 
do  nothing  to  create  offence. 

Asked  if  he  had  any  other  reason  for  his  re- 
fusal than  that  be  has  already  given ;  and  says, 
no  other  than  his  being  examined  by  the  Com* 
mittee  o(  the  Commons;  but  it  beinc  iansted 
on  he  should  answer,  be  still  hoped  for  ioM* 
gence,  in  referring  to  his  former  examinatioo. 

He  was  tbcjn  askad,  if  any  penoo  Jnd  ad- 


*  3tatesman  and  Patriot  ply  alike  the  stocks, 
'  Peeress  and  Butler  share  alike  the  box, 

*  And  Judges  job,  and  Bishops  bite  the  town, 
'And  mighty  Dukes  pack  cards  for  half  a 

*  crown. 

*  See  Britain  sunk  in  lucre's  sordid  charms, 
'And  France  reveng'd  on  Anne's  and  Edward's 

*  arms.' 

^was  no  court-badge,  great  scriv*ner!   fir*d 

thy  brain. 
Nor  lordly  luxury,  nor  cityjgain  : 
No,  'twas  thy  rie;liteous  endjaslyun'd  to  set 
Seimtes  degenerate,  patriots  disagree, 
And  nobly  wishing  party-rage  to  cease, 
To  buy  both  sides, and  give  thy  country  peace." 

<*  Sir  John  Blunt,  or^tnally  a  scrivener,  was 
one  of  the  Projectors  of  the  South  Sea  Com- 
pany, and  afterwards  one  of  the  Directors  and 
chief  Managers  of  the  famous  Scheme  in  17 SO. 
He  was  also  one  of  those  who  suffered  most 
severely  by  the  Bill  of  Pains  and  Penalties  on 
the  said  Directors.  He  was  a  Dissenter  of  a 
most  religious  deportment,  and  professed  to  be 
a  great'  believer.  Whether  he  really  did  credit 
the  prophecy  here  mentioned  is  not  certain, 
but  It  was  constantly  in  tliis  very  style  he  de- 
claimed against  the  corruption  and  luxury  of 
the- age,  the  partiahty  of  parliaments,  and  the 
misery  of  party  spirit.  He  was  particularly 
eloquent  against  avarice  in  great  and  noble 
persons,  of  which  he  had  indeed  lived  to  see 
many  miserable  examples.  He  died  in  the 
vear  1739."  Pope:  Epistle  to  A**en  lord 
liatharstr 


Digitized  by 


Google 


109] 


PARL.  HIST.  7  G£0«CfiI.  ifQl  .^Mr.  Rughi  acapei  to  trance. 


C70« 


vised  or  directed  hiQi,  directly,  or  mdirectlj^  to 
refuse  to  eive  an  account  of  what  he  vras  be- 
fore asked,  as  to  his  taking  in,  or  selling  stock 
to  any  in  the  administration^  or  members  of 
either  House,  and  says,  no. 

Asked  whether  he  knows  of  aby  other  di- 
rectors, or  their  officers,  that  have  sold  or 
taken  in  stock  for  any  in  the  administration, 
or  members  of  either  House ;  and  says,  he  lias 
before  g*ren  an  account,  and  again  desires  to 
refer  to  bis  examination  before  the  secret 
pommittee  of  the  Commons. 

Asked  wlietlier  he  knew  or  heard  of  any 
stock  taken  in,  or  to  be  taken  in,  for.  nny  per- 
son in  the  treasury:  and  declining  to  answer,  he 
was  peremptorily  asked,  whether  he  would  an- 
swer or  no;  and  says,  he  was  sensible  of  the 
^tiger  of  falling  under  their  lordships*  displea- 
sure, and  would  gladly  iie  excused. 

Then  it  being  insisted  on  he  should  with- 
draw, he  withdrew  accordingly. 

Proposed  this  Matter  l>e  reported  to  the 
House,  also  proposed  sir  John  Blunt  be  again 
called  in,  whereupon  a  motion  being  made,  and 
the  question  being  put.  That  the  said  sit  John 
Blunt  be  now  called  in. 
It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Called  ill  accordingly,  and  asked  the  last 
question ;  and  aays,  he  did  not  sell  stock  to  any^ 
of  them,  nor  knuws  of  any  sold  to  any  person 
of  the  Treasury,  and  it  was  a  hard  thing  to  be 
put  t(r  speak  upon  hearsay. 
He  is  again  directed  to  withdraw. 
Then  a  debate  arose  how  to  proceed  in  this 
anprecedented  Case,  and  severe  rejections 
were  made  against  those  in  power  by  the  duke 
of  Wharton,  who  observed.  That  the  "govern- 
ment uf  the  beat  princes  was  oftentimes  made 
intolerable  to  their  subjects  by  ill  ministers, 
which  his  grace  illustrated  by  the  example  of 
SejaouSy  who  made  a  division  in  the  imperial 
family,  and  rendered  the  reign  of  the  emperor 
Claudiiis  odious  to  the  Romans.  This  reflection 
was  highly  resented  by  the  ea>l  Stanhope,*  who 

*  ''  My  loril  Stanhope  spoke  with  so  great 
vehemence,  that  finding  himself  taken  suddenly 
with  a  violent  head  ach,  he  went  home  and  was 
cupped,  which  eased  him  a  little.  The  next 
morning,  he  was  let  blood ;  and  continued 
pretty  well  till  alK>ot  six  o'clock  in  the  evening, 
when  falling  into  a  drovrziness,  his  physicians 
thought  fit  tti  order  him  a  plyster :  but  as  he 
eras  turning  himself  to  receive  it,  he  fell  on  his 
lace,  and  was  instantly  suffdcated.  The  news 
3f  his  death  beiag  brought  to  the  king,  his  ma- 
estv  was  so  sensibly  touched  with  it,  that  he 
:ould  not  eat  his  supper,  and  his  majesty  re- 
tired for  two  hours  into  his  closetj  to  lament 
:he  loss  of  so  able  and  so  faithful  a  minister,  of 
whose  service  his  majesty  had  so  great  need,  at 
:his  critical  j  uucture.''    Political  State. 

^  James  Stanhope,  grandson  to  the  first  earl 
^r Chesterfield  by  his  second  lady,  having  served 
«hen  very  yohng  as  a  volunteer  under  the  duke 
»f  Sikvoy,  wins  made  a  ciipiaia  in  the  foot- 
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took  upon  him  to  vindicate  his  colleagues ;  anti 
brought  several  iosUnces  from  the  ^omai^ 
history,  particularly  that  of  the  great  patriot^ 
Brutus,  who,  in  order  to  assert  the  liberty  ot 
Rome,  and  free  it  from  tyrattts,  sacrificed  his 
own  degenerate  son.  This  skirmish  being  over, 
the  Lords  adjourned  the-fhrther  consideration 
of  that  matter  to  the  I4th,  when  sir  John 
Blunt  was  ordered  to  attend  again,  also  the 
directors  and  their  ofiicers,  as^vas  likewise  Mr. 
Waller. 

Feb.  7.  The  House  proceeded  tg»  take  into 
consideration  the  behaviour  of  sir  John  Blunt, 
at  the  Bar  on  Saturday,  and  came  to  the  fol- 
lowing Resolution,  **  That  wr  John  Blunt  hav- 
ing been  asked  several  queitions,  by  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  Houic,  upon  oath,  and  hav- 
ing not  only  prevaricated  in  §uch  Examination, 
but  having  refused  to  give  any  answer  to  several 
material  questions,  and   bemg  thereupon  re- 

Suired  to  be  examined  beibre  this  House  at 
ie  bar,  and  there,  out  of  some  evil  intencioit^ 
obstinately  refusin|f  to  take  his^oath,  in  order 
to  his  examination,  is  guilty  of  the  highest  con- 
tempt of  ^his  House,  manifestly  tending  to  de- 
feat all  parliamentary  inquiries  •  and  examina- 
tions, and  of  dangerous  consequences  to  the 
constitotion." 

Mr.  Knight,  Caihierqf  the  South  Sea  Com* 
pani/f  makes  his  Escape  to  iPranceJ]  Jan.  23.  Mr.' 
Serj.Pengelly^from  the  Committee  of  Stcrecy, 
acquainted  the  ComnH>ns  ;  That  Mr.  Robert 
Knight,  *  Cashier  of  the  South  Sea  Company, 

guards,  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant  colonef,  in 
1694;  was  a  member  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons from  1700  till  creared  a  peer;  served  %  ' 
volunteer  in  1702  in  the  expedition  to  Cadiz, 
and  next  year  in  Portngal;  was  made  a  briga- 
dier-general in  1704;  envoy  extraordinary  to 
Charles  3,  id  1706;  major  general  in  1707  ; 
and  commander  in  chief  of  the  forces  in  Spain, 
1708.  The  same  year  he  subdued  Minorca  ; 
and  in  1710  commanded  the  £nglish  forces  at 
the  battles  of  Alraaoza  and  Saragossn.  He  was 
constituted  first  commissioner  of  the  treasury 
and  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  April  11, 
1717;  created  viscount  Stanhope  of  Mabon, 
JalyS4;  secretary  of  state,  Morch  21,  1717- 
18;  earl  Stanhope,  April  9>  1718;  and  was 
sent  the  same  year  to  France  and 'Spain,  to 
conclude  the  negociations  for  a  peneral  peace  ; 
was  one  of^  the  lords  justices  m  1719 ;  was 
ivpx^  in  France,  where  he  brought  the  king  of 
Spain  to  accede  to  the  Qtiadmiple  Alliance; 
and  on  his  return  was  af^am  one  of  the'  lordi 
justices.  He  was  suddenly  seized  with  a  dizzi- 
neas  in  his  head,  occasioned  by  the  vehemence 
of  a  debate  in  the  House  of  Peers,  Feb.  4, 
179(M :  and  died  next  day."  Steele's  Episto- 
lary Correspondence,  vol.  8,  p.  838^  edit.  1809. 

*  In  the  mean  time,  Mr.  Knight,  Treasurer 
of  the  South  Sea  Company,  who  was  entrusted 
with  the  pmicipal  secret  of  this  dark  intrigue, 
either  of  bia  bwn  accord,  or,  as  it  was  shrewdly 
suspected^  at  the  suggestion  of  oth«rS|  thought 
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Several  of  the  South-Sea  Directert  tecuiti 
and  expelled  the  House,"]  Tbe  Commons  bavrog 
ordered  their  doors  to  be  locked,  and  tbe  ke^ 
laid  QD  the  table,  sammoiied  sir  Robert  Chs^ 
Wuy  hart,  sir  Theodore  Jaussen,  bart.  Mr.  F. 
Eyles,  and  Mr.  Sawbridge,  to  attend  in  tbeir 
places  immediately;  then  general  Ross  sc- 
qaainted  the  House,  ^  That  they  bad  already 
discovered  a  train  of  the  deepest  villaiDy  aod 
fraud  that  Hell  erer  contrived  to  ruin  a  nation, 
which  in  due  time,  they  would  lay  before  dw 
House;  and  that  in  the  mean  while,  in  order  to 
a  farther  discovery,  they  thought  it  highly  ne- 
cessary to  secure  the  persons  of  some  of  die 
Directors,  and  principal  Soudi*Sea  Oflficersytixl 
to  seize  their  papers,  which  was  ordered  ftc* 
cordingly." 

Mr.  Sawbridge,  and  sir  Theodore  J&nssen 
being  come  into  the  House,  a  motion  was  se- 
verally made ;  "  That  they  were  guilty  of  a  do* 


liad,  oti  Saturday  night  last,  after  he  had  been 
in  part  examined  by  the  said  Committee,  with- 
drawn himself  from  his  habitation,  and  had  not 
been  heard  of  since  by  his  family. 

Hereupon  it  was  resolved,  nem,  con.  to  pre- 
sent two  Addresses  to  the  king,  '*  To  issue  a 
Proclamation,  with  a  reward  for  discovering, 
apprehending,  and  detaining  the  said  Robert 
Knight,  that  he  may  be  brought  to  justice.  2. 
To  give  orders  forthwith  to  stop  the  ports,  and 
^o  take  effectual  care  of  the  coasts,  to  prevent 
the  said  Mr.  Knight,  or  any  other  Oncers  of 
the  South  Sea  Company,  from  escaping  out  of 
|he  Kingdom.''  These  Addresses  were  directly 
carried  to  the  King  by  Mr.  Methuen,  and  bis 
inajesty  returned  for  Answer,  that  he  would 
immediately  give  the  necessary  orders  accord- 
ing to  th/?  desire  of  the  House :  accordingly  a 
IVodamation  was  published,  with  3,000/.  Re- 
ward for  apprehending  Mt.  Knight. 


fit  to  retire  out  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  having 
on  Sunday  the  22d  absent^  himself  from  his 
house,  embarked  on  Monday  mornigg  in  tbe 
river,  on  board  a  vessel,  that  carried  him  the 
tame  evening  to  Calais^  The  same  morning, 
a  porter  delivered  to  Mr.  Surman  the  following 
Letter,  directed  to  the  South  Sea  Company  : 

*  Gentlemen : 
*  I  write  this  from  a  true  sense  of  the  obliga- 
^  gation  t  am  under  to  make  up  my  accompts 

*  with  the  Company,  aod  to  pay  them  their  full 

*  demand :  And  though  self-preservation  has 
'.obliged  me  to  withdraw  myself  from  the  re- 

*  sentment  against  theDirectors  and  myself;  yet  I 
^  am  not  conscious  to  myaelf,  of  having  done  any 

*  one  thing  thati  can  reproach  myself  for,  so  far  as 
^  relates  to  an  honest,  sincere  intention  and  zeal 

*  for  the  Company  ;    but  I  can,  and  do  chaise 

*  myself  with  a  great  many  indiscfetions,  and 
^  am  (betides  the  concern  X  must  be  under  for 
'  leaving  my  own  family,  friends,  &c.)  v^ry  sen- 
^  sibly  touched  with  what  you  are  like  to  suffer 

*  on  this  account;  and  it  will  be  thempre,  I  am 

*  afraid,  from  your  want  of  unanimity,  which  I 
'  heartily  recommend  to  you  for  the  future,  ^nd, 
^  I  am  sure,  wish  you  as  well  as  you  wish  your- 

*  selves. 

'  I  write  this  at  a  distance  from  home,  and 
'  uiider  a  great  deal  of  concern,  so  cannot  be 

*  so  particular  as  otherwise  I  would  have  been. 
^  I  have  herewith  sent  Mr.  Surman  the  key  of 
'my  desks,  who  .knows  so  much  of  the  state  of 

*  the  cash,  as  to  be  able  to  make  it  up.  There 
'  are  a  good  many  Bills  of  Exchange,  and  other 

*  paynoents  to  write  off,  and  the  weekly  receipts 

*  to  write  on.  There  is  cash  in  the  Bank,  in 
'  the  company's  book,  which,  together  with  the 

*  notes  taken  on  the  third  and  fourth  subsorip- 
f  tions,  and  the  cempany*s  bonds,  will  make 
'  up  the  balance,  as  I  do  believe.     But  if  it  fall 

^*  short,  I  have  3,000  equivalent  stock,  1,000 
.^'£*^ank  stock,  9>000  India  and  South  Sea  stock, 

<  ii%  er  and  above  what  I  owe  the  dbmpany  on 
.<  ^e  ^^^^)  as  will  be  sufficient  to  make  it  up 
^'wikit    money  owing  on  sfcuritieB  on  my  par- 


ticular account.  The  company  need  not  de- 
tiveror  be  answerable  for  the  subsoriptioa 
receipts  or  stock  on  the  third  and  fourth  sub- 
scriptions, unless  these  notes  are  paid ;  so 
the  loss  can  only  be  the  difference  between 
the  subscriptions,  and  money  in  value,  i^iul, 
I  think,  it  would  be  bard  for  me  to  bear  the 
loss,  because,  the  clerks  took  by  far  tbe 
greatest  part  of  them,  as  thinking  them  better 
than  none.  And  most  of  them  would  hare 
been  non-payments,  if  jthey  had  been  refused. 
However  I  submit  this  to  the  Company.  I 
have'  taken  with  me  but  little  more  than  a 
sufficiency  to  maintain  myself;  and  the  efiectf 
left,  will  more  than  answer  for  all  deficiencies. 
I  have  bought  no  land  in  trust  -for  roe,  nor 
have  I  ever  conveyed  or  settled  any  part  of 
that  I  had  formerly,  or  have  bought  lately; 
it  remains  to  answer  any  demands  on  me  £rom 
the  Company,  or  the  legislature.  I  have  wiib- 
drawn  n.yself  only  to  avoid  the  weight  of  the 
inquiry,  which  I  found  too  heavy  for  roe;  and 
I  am  sensible  that  it  would  have  been  im- 
possible for  me  to  have  avoided  the  appearance 
and  chai-ge  of  prevarication  and  pegury,  not 
from  my  own  intention  to  do  so,  out  from  the 
largeness  and  extent  of  the  inquiry,  and  tbe 
nature  and  largeness  of  the  transactions.  I 
am  sure,  I  am  a  good  deal  concerned  to  add 
to  your  present  difficulties  :  though  I  ranst 
say,  that  I  have  deserved  better  usage  than  I 
have  had  from  the  court  the  last  week :  but  this 
I  say  without  any  resentment,  otherwise  than 
that  it  has  been  an  addition  to  the  weight  I 
had  before  upon  me.  I  am  prest  for  time,  so 
can  only  assure  jou,  that  I  am,  with  all  re- 
spect, in  inclination,  though  not  in  power,— 
Gentlemen^our  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

*  Sunday  Evening,      •  Robb&t  Knicnt.' 
'  22d  Jan.  1720.' 

"  Mr.  Surman  delivered  this  Letter  to  the 
Committee  of  Secrecy,  then  sitting  at  theSoaih 
Sea  House,  firom  whence  they  unmediBtely  re- 
paired to  the  House  of .  Commoiu**  P^hticai 
State.      ^     '  '  »^  •        , 
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torioaft  breich  of  trusty^M  Directors  of  the 
Soutb*Sea  Company,  and  therebr  occasioned 
▼ery  j^at  loss  to  great  Bambers  of  bis  majesty's 
subjects,  and  bad  bigbly  prejudiced  tbe  pablic 
credit  -J*  and  tbey  baving  severally  been  beard 
in  Uieir  places,  and  being  withdrawn,  tbe  ques- 
tioa  was  severally  put  upon  tbe  said  motion^ 
aad  carred  in  tbe  affirmative  n&n,  con,  after 
which  it  was  ordered,  that  tbe  said  Mr.  Saw- 
briflge»  and  sir  Theodore  Jaossen  be,  for  their 
said  offence,  expelled  the  House,  and  taken  into 
tbe  custody  of  the  Serjeant  at  Arms. 

Jan.  24.  Tbe  Commons  resolved,  nem.  con. 
to  address  tbe  King,  to  give  directions  to  bis  mi* 
nisters,  at  foreign  courts,  to  make  application 
ibr  Mr.  Knight,  if  he  should  shelter  himself  in 
any  of  their  dominions,  to  be  surrendered  up  in 
order  to  be  brought  to  justice ;  which  direc- 
tions his  majesty  gave  accordingly. 

Jan.  28.  Sir  Robert  Chaplin,  bart.  and  Mr. 
Francis  Eyies,  Directors  of  the  South-Sea  com- 
pany, attending  in  their  places,  they  were  both 
likewise,  for  their  offence,  ezpeUed  tbe  House. 

February  3.  Mr.  Robert  Walpole  presented 
to  tbe  House  a  bill,  *<  For  ingrafting  part  of  tbe 
Capital  Stock  and  fund  of  the  South-Sea  Com- 
pany into  the  stock  and  fund  of  tbe  fiank  of 
England,  and  another  part  thereof  into  tbe 
stock  and  fund  of  the  East  India  Company :'' 
which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  (o 
be  read  a  second  time  on  the  7th. 

Feb.  7.  The  said  Bill  was  read  a  second 
time,  and  amotion  beipg  made  ibr  committing  it 
to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  it  occasioi^ 
a  high  debate,  in  which  Mr.  R.  Walpole,  Mr. 
Heath,  and  some  others,  insisted  for  the  affir- 
mative; and  Mr.  Milner,  Mr.  Sloper,  Mr.  Clay- 
ton, and  sir  Joseph  Jekyll,  for  the  negative ; 
and  it  was  at  last  carried  for  the  former  by  237 
voices  against  139. 

Feb.  8.  Mr:  Hungerford  presented  to  the 
House  a  bill,  *  For  the  better  Establishment  of 
^  Public  Credit,  by  preventine,  for  the  fiture, 
*  the  infiimous  Practice  of  Stock-Jobbing/  which 
^^as  read  the  first,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  se- 
cond time. 

Debate  in  the  Lords  on  a  Report  of  Mr. 
KnighVi  being  apj^hended.]  Feb.  9.  Lord  Cow- 
per  took  notice  to  the  House  of  tbe  report  of  Mr. 
Knight's  being  uken  and  in  custody,  which 
being  a  natter  in  which  the  public  was  highly 
concerned,  he  desired  those  in  the  adroinistra- 
.tion  to  acquaint  the  House,  whether  there  was 
any  ground  for  that  report  ? 

The  'Etifioi  Sunderland  having  upon  thisin- 
wnned  the  House  in  what  manner  Mr.  Kni^t 
"^.  been  apprehended  and  secured ;  a  motion 
.^^s  madeto  address  bis  majesty,  to  order  his 
°^uu<ters  d)road,  to  use  the  most  effectual  in- 
^•nces  to  have  him  delivered  up,  and  sent  over. 
ncreapoQ 

I^d  Covpdr  represented.  That  the  person, 
•^"^^  present  took  care  of  bis  majes^*8affiurs 
^t  Bnisieb,  being  a  foreigner,  it  were  therefore 
Vff^lf^  for  the  House  either  to  send  a  messen- 
ger «f  4b«i»oihi|.Qr  !•  dMir«  bis  majesty  to  lead 


a  special  messeofer  to  bring  over  Mr.  Knight, 
who  was  so  material  an  evidence  iif  tbe  present 
inquiry  into  the  vilUinous  frauds  of  the  late 
South-Sea  Directors,  and  their  abettors. 

The  Lord  Tomnshend  said  thereupon.  That 
either  of  these  would  imply  a  distrust  of  his  ma- 
jesty's care  in  this  affair,  which  they  had  all  the 
reason  in  the  world  to  be  satisfied  in  :  that 
uf>on  th6  application  made  to  his  majesty,  for 
using  his  endeavours  to  get  Mr.  Knight  secured, 
twelve  expresses  were  immediately  dispatched 
for  that  purpose  to  his  majesty's  minister! 
abroad ;  and  that  these  orders  had  been  exe- 
cuted with  such  diligence,  by  the  secretary  of 
his  msjesty's  resident,  at  brassels,  that  Mr. 
Knight  was  actually  apprehended,  and  in  safe 
custody  :  concluding.  That  it  became  the  wis- 
dom of  that  august  assembly,  to  express  their 
grateful  acknowledgements  to  his  majesty  f6r 
his  past  care,  and  to  rely  on  bis  future  endea- 
vours for  getting  Mr.  Knight  delivered  up,  an(i 
sent  over. 

Accordingly,  the  same  day  an  Address  was 
presented,  to  which  his  majesty  returned  for 
Answer,  That  he  ^ould  give  the  necessary 
orders,  and  use  his  utmost  endeavours  to  have 
Mr.  Km'gbt  secured  and  brought  over, 

A  similar  Address  was  abo  agreed  to  by  tbe 
Commons. 

Petition  from  the  South  Sea  Company  for  o^ 
loving  them  farther  Time  for  Payment  of  the 
Money  due  from  them  to  thePubUc.y  Feb.  13. 
Upon  the  reading  of  the  order  of  theUoose,  for 
going  into  a  grand'committee  upon  the  Bill,  *  For 
in  <  -grafting  Part  of  the  Capital  Stock  and  Fund 
*  of  the  South-Sea  Company,  &c.'  A  Petition  , 
of  tbe  South-Sea  Company  was  offered  to  be 
presented  to  tbe  House,  and  the  members  in 
Westminster-Hall,  Court  of  Requests,  and 
places  adjacent,  havrag  been  summoned  to  at- 
tend the  service  of  tbe  House,  the  said  Petit ioa 
was  brought  up  and  read,  praying  the  consider- 
ation of  the  House,  in  relation  to  the  pavmeofs 
of  the  several  Sums  of  Money,  which  by  the 
act  of  parliametit  of  the  last  session,  the  said 
Company  are  subject  and  liable  to,  for  tbe  use 
of  the  public,  at  tbe  times,  and  in  the  manneir 
by  the  said  act  directed,  and  praying  such  relief 
as  to  the  House  should  seem  meet. 

Hereupon,  a  motion  was  made,  and  insisted 
on  by  Mr.  Shippen  and  several  others.  That  the 
said  Petition  be  rejected  ;  but  they  being  op- 
posed by  Mr.  Itobert  Walpole,  and  all  the 
court  party,  and  the  question  bein^  put  there- 
upon, it  was  carried  in  the  negative,  by  26^ 
voices  against  166;  however,  the  said  Petition 
was  ordered  to  he  en  the  table ;  and  then  ano- 
ther motioiv  was  made  by  the  country  party, 
that  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  said  Committee^ 
that  they  have  power  to  receive  a  clause  for  ex- 
cluding the  Directors  of  theSouth-SeaCumpany, 
East  India  Company  and  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land, front  being  elected  members,  or  sitting 
and  voting  in  any  future  parliament :  but, 
afteiome  debate^  tbt  questioa  b^iag  pot  lber#» 
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upon,  it  was  cafried  io  the  negative, « bj  a 
majoiity    of  211    rotes  again&t  164. 


The  King*$  Message  relative  io  the  Petition 
the  South  Sea  CompunyA     Feb.   15.  Mr. 
ttbuen  delivered  to  the  dommoas  tbe  fol- 
loiring  Message  from  his  majesty : 

**  His  majesty  baying,  receired  a  Petition 
from  the  Lourt  of  Directors  of  the  South  Sea 
Compaiiyy  relating  to  tbe  payment  of  the  mo- 
ney due  to  tbe  pubhc  from  the  said  Company, 
has  ihoUKbt  5t  to  transmit  the  said  Petition  lo 
tbe  Uoui^e  of  Commons ;  and,  at  tbe  same  time 
to  acquamt  them^  that  his  majesty  has  no  ob- 
jection to  the  parliament's  giving  to  the  South 
8ea  Company  such  ease  and  rehef/in  tbe  time 
of  making  the  payments  due  to  the  public,  as 
the  House  of  Commons  shall  think  fit  and  rea- 
sonable.*' 

This  Message  was  referred  to  tbe  considera- 
tion of  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Hv>use  ihe 
Friday  following  :  and  then  a  clause  was  or- 
dered to  be  inserted  in  the  Bill,  Fur  ingrafting 
part  of  the  Stock  and  Fond  of  the  South  Sea 
Company,  co  restrain  the  Corporations  of  tbe 
Bank  of  England,  of  tbe  South  Sea  Company, 
and  of  tbe  East  India  Company,  from  lending 
any  sum  of  money  t(»  their  proprietors  upon 
their  stock  exceeding  100/.  for- 100/.  capital 
atock. 

The  First  Repoet  of  the  Committee  of' 
Seckecy  ov  the  Proceedings  of  the  Sooth 
Sea  Cohpai^y,]  February  16.  Tbe  order  of 
the  day  bemg  read,  Sfr.  Brodrick,  from  tbe 
Committee  of  Secrecy,  to  whom  it  was  referred 
to  enquire  into  all  the  proceedinsLS  relating  to 
tbe  execution  of  the  act  of  the  last  session  of 
parliament,  intitied,  *An  act  for  enabhngthe 
*  South  Sea  Company  to  increase  their  present 
'  capital  stock,  3ec.'  reported  the  matter  as  it 
appeared  to  them,  which  t^ey  had  directed 
'him  to  report  to  the  House  ;  and  having  read 
the  said  Report  in  his  place,  wbich  took  up 
near  two  hours  and  half«  be  delivered  it  in  at 
tbe  table,  where  tbe  same  was  again  read  as 
follows : 

The  FiasT  Report  of  the  Committee  of 
Secrecy  ow  the  Proceedings  os  the 
South  Sea  Company.* 

Tbe  Committeeof  Secrecy  appointed  to  enquire 
into  all  Proceedings  relaungto  tbe  execution 
of  the  Act  passed  last  session  of  parliament, 

.    iniitlef),  *  an  Act  loc  enabling  the  S^uth  Sea 

*  Company  to  increase  their  present  capital 

*  stock  and   fund,'  &c.   have  endeavoured, 
with  continued  application  to  discbarge  the 


•  "  The  first  Report  of  the  Committee  of 
Secrecy  when  presented  to  the  House,  exposed 
a  scene  of  fraud  and  iniquity  almost  unparal- 
leled in  the  annals  of  history.  The  Committee 
stated  that  their  inquiry  had  been,  attended 
with  numerous  embarrassments  and  difficulties  ; 
that  iu  tbe  difiiereot  books  were  made  false  and 


tmst  reposed  in  ibem.  At  the  eotraace  inio' 
their  enquiry  they  observed  tbe  laattcn 
referred  to  them  were  of  great  rarietj  and 
extent.  Many  persons  were  entrusted  with  dif^ 
ferent  parts  in  the  execution  of  this  law,  utl 
under  tbe  colour  tltereof  acted  in  an  oowti- 
raniable  manner,  in  disposing  of  the  prope^ 
ties  of  many  thousands  of  persons,  amooM- 
ing  to  many  millions  of  money. 

Bctitious  entries,  with  blanks,  erasures,  and  al- 
terations, and  ui  some,  the  leaves  were  tohi 
out.  'Some  books  bad  been  destroyed,  otben 
secreted. 

**  Before  the  South  Sea  Bill  was  passed,  and 
with  a  view  to  promote  it,  the  Directon,  ro 
wliom  the  secret  management  was  principally 
intrusted,  bad  disposed  of  a  fictitious' stock  of 
574,000/.  This  stock  was  noted  aa  sold  at  sere- 
ral  days,  and  at  various  pricesi',  fi;om  150  to  325 
per  cent  amounting  inthe  whole  to  l,^59,S$5lf. 
it  was  to  be  esteemed  as  holden  ot  the  'Coid- 
pany,  for  the  benefit  of  tbe  pretended  purcha> 
sers,  though  no  mtHual  agreement  was  then 
made  for  the  delivei^  or  acceptance  of  tbs 
stock  at  any  stated  time;  no  money  was  de- 
posited, and  no  security  given  fiir  the  payment. 
By  this  contrivance,  no  loss  codld  nave  been 
sustained,  if  the  stock  should  fall,  a^d  the 
gain  would  be  received,  if  it  should  rise. 

**  As  this  fictitious  stock  was  designed  ibr 
promotmg  tbe  Bill,  the  sub  and  deputy jrovere- 
ors,  Sir  John  Blunt,  Mr.  Gibbon,  Mr.  Chester, 
Mr.  Holditch,  and  Mr.  Knight,  the  cashier,  had 
the  chief  disposal  of  it,  and  it  was  distributed  ss 
follows : 

To  the  earl  of  Sunderland,  at  tbe  £. 
request  of  Mr.  Craggs,  sen.  -  •  SOfiOO 
The  dutchess  of  Kendal  ...  10,000 
The  countess  of  Platen  .  -  -  10,00^ 
Her  two  nieces  -----.  10,000 
Mr.  Cra^s,  senior  .....  36,000 
Charles  Stanhope,  esquire  -  -  -  10,000 
Tbe  Sword  Blade  Company    .    -    50,000 

''  It  also  appeared,  that  Charles  Stanhope  had 
feceived  a  iiifierence  of  250,000/.  throtigb  tbe 
hands  of  sir  George  Caswal  and  Co.  but  tbst 
bis  name  had  been  partly  erased  from  their 
books,  and  altered  to  Stangape.  That  Aislabie, 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  had  an  accooot 
with  Turner,  Caswal,  and  Co.  to  the  aoioaot 
of  794,451/.  and  that  he  had  advised  the  Coid- 
pany  to  make  the  secondsubscriptioo  1,500,000/^ 
instead  of  a  million,  by  their  own  autboritj,aiid 
without  any  warrant.  That  of  tbe  third  subscrip- 
tion, Aislabie's  list  amounted  to  70,000/.  San- 
derland*s  to  160,000/.  Craggs*s  to  659,000/.  and 
Stanhope's  to  47,000/.  That  on  the  pawoed 
stock  which  had  been  sold,  there  was,  by  the 
meaus  of  Mr.  Knight,  a  deficienoy  of  400,000/. 
This  report  was  succeeded  by  sii  otberii  lesi 
important  J  tit  the  end  of  tbe  last,  the  Com- 
mittee declared  that  tbe  absence  of  Kni^, 
who  -had  beeo  principally  and  solely  intnisttd, 
put  a  period  to  their  inquiries  into  this  black 
and  destructive.affiur/'    Coaie>  Welpol^ 
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In  the  progress  of  their  eoqniry  your  Com- 
mittee found  it  attended  with  many  difficul- 
ties. 

In  some  of  the  Books  produced  before  them, 
faJse  and  fictitious  entries  were  made ;  in 
otherSy  entries  with  blanks;  in  others,  entries 
^itb  r<t2ure»  and  alterations;  and  in  others, 
leaves  were  torn  out.  They  found  farther, 
that  some  books  bad  been  destroyed^ and  others 
taken  away  or  secreted;  nevertheless,  yoof 
Committee  are  enabled  to  lay  wme  matters  of 
importance  befow  the  HQUse  for  their  present 
consideration.  ^^ 

The  first  matter  that  offered  itself  to  the 
considemtioo  of  your  Committee  was  a  scene  of 
iniquity  and  corruption,  the  discovery  of  which 
your  domroittee  conceived  to  be  of  the  highest 
importance  -to  the  honour  of  parliaments,  and 
the  security  of  his  majesty's  government. 

Your  Committee  observed,  in  the  account 
laid  before  the  House  by  the  court  of  directors 
of  the  $<>uth  Sea  Company,  pursuant  to  your 
order  the  ISth  day  of  December,  that  the 
Company  were  therein  supposed  to  have  re- 
ceived the  8om  of  1,269,3S5/.  upon  account  of 
stack  M>ld  to  the  amount  of  574,600/.  stock : 
whereupon  your  Committee  ordered  the  Com- 
piany's  cash  book  to  be  laid  before  them, 
and  upon  inspection  thereof,  they  found 
(at  fbl.  120  and  121)  the  several  entriea  of 
stock,  as  sold  for  the  Company,  annexed  at 
the  end  of  this  report,  No.  1.  the  total  of 
which  entries  amount  to  the  said  sums  of 
574,500/.  in  stock;  and  of  1,259,325/.  in 
cash ;  but  it  is  very  observable,  that  firom  the 
article  of  the  4th  of  February,  1719,  unto  that 
of  the  12th  of  April,  1720,  both  inclusive, 
there  is  no  mention  made  of  the  name  of  any 
person  whatsoever  to  whom  the  stock  is  suppos- 
ed to  be  sold. 

The  whole  acc6unts  comprehended  in  these* 
two  pages  of  the  cash-book,  and  entered  in 
this  concealed  manner,  appear,  nevertheless, 
to  have  been  stated  and  balanced  by  the 
Company's  committee  of  treasury,  without  ex- 
pressing the  day  when  such  accounts  were' 
stated,  and  are  subscribed  by  sir  John  Fellows, 
then  sub-governor,  Mr.  Charles  Joye,  then 
deputy -governor,  sir  Lambert  filackwell,  sir 
Bobert  Chaplin,  sir  Theodore  Janssen,  Mr. 
Jacob  Sawbridge,  and  Stephen  Child,  then 
directors  aM  of  them  of  the  said  Committee,  and 
sir  Robert  Chaplin,  sir  Theodore  Janssen,  and 
Mr.  Sawbridge,  at  that  time  members  of  this 
House.* 

Your  Committee,  upon  this  occasion,  take 
the  liberty  to  remind  the  Hoase  of  a  remarkable^ 
period  in  the  last  session  of  parliament ;  that 
upon  the  2nd  of  Februarv,  1719,  the  House 
agreed  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the 
whole  House,  appointed  to  consider  of  that 
part  of  his  maiesty's  speech  which  related  to 
the  pablic  debts,  chat  the  proposals  made  by 
Ihe  South  Sea  Coro|>any  should  be  accepted, 
Mid  ordered  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  pursuant  to 
the  said  resototion,  which  bill  having  passed 
tbif  Houae^  and  aftenrardt  the  Uoose  of  Pctrs, 


had  the  royal  assent  upon  Thursday  the  7tk  of 
April,  1720. 

Your  Committee,  sorprized  to  see  so  largto 
ah  Recount  of  stock  disposed  of  by  the  Com'- 
pany,  before  the  passing  the  bill  to  enable  the 
Company  to  increase  tiieir  capital  stock  and 
fund,  and  beforci  any  subscription  or  redemp> 
tion  could  be  made,  whereby  their  capital 
stock  was  increased,  proceeded  to  exitoine 
carefully  into  that  translation. 

And  upon  exniuination  of  the  late.  sub. 
and  deputy-govt  mors,  and  the  late  direc- 
tors of  the  South  Sea  Company,  Mr.  Robert 
Knight,  then  cashier,  Mr.  Robert  Sorman, 
then  deputy-cashier,  Mr.  John  Grigsby,  then 
accountant,  Mr.  Charles  Lockyer,  then  2nd 
accoufitan^  and  Mr.  Matthew  Weymondsold, 
broker,  it  -manifestly  appeared  to  your  Com- 
mittee, that  the  Company  at  that  time  was  not 
possessed  of  such  a  quantity  of  stock,  whereof . 
they  could  then  make  an  actual  sale  and 
transfer ;  the  Company  having  at  that  time,  in 
their  own  right,  only  a  small  quantity  of  stoct, 
not  exceeding  25,000/.  or  30,000/.  at  tlw 
mos^.  And  upon  the  inspection  ot  the  transfer 
books  of  that  time,  as  well  as  upon  examina- 
tion of  the  before-mentioned  persons,  your 
Committee  cannot  find  ahy  transfers  macie  by 
the  Company,  of  any  part  of  that  ereat  quan- 
tity of  stock,  at  the  times  specified  in  the 
cash-book,  (excepting  to  the  duke  of  Portland, 
the  lord  Delawar,  and  the  honourable  Jofan 
West,  esq.;  who  sold  their  annuities  to  the 
Company^  and  no  account  of  any  transfers  of 
such  stock  has  as  yet  been  given  into  thia 
House,  although  by  your  order  of  the  17t))  of 
December  last  it  was  expressly  required. 

Upon  farther  examination  of  the  persons 
before-mentioned,  your  Committee  discovered , 
that  this  supposed  sale  of  stock  w4s  colourably 
entered  in  the  book  for  the  benefit  of  persons, 
whose  names  were  designed  to  be  concealed, 
with  intention  to  make  an  interest  in  favour  of 
the  Company,  ana  to  facilitate  the  acceptance 
of  the  South  Sea  Proposals,  and  the  passing  the 
bill,  which  were  at  thot  time  depending  in  par- 
liament. And  to  that  end,  the  late  siib  and 
deputy-governors,  sir  John  Blunt,  Mr.  Gibbon, 
Mr.  Chester,  and  Mr.  Holditch,  late  directors, 
who  had  the  care  of  soliciting  the  passing  the 
bill,  together  with  Mr.  Knight,  the  cashier, 
had  the  power  of  disposing  of  this  stock. 

And  the  general  method  by  which  thb  prac- 
tice was  carried  on,  was  thus : 

.This  atock  was  set  down,  as  sold  at  several 
days  and  at  several  prices,  from  150/.  per  cent, 
to  325/.  per  cent,  and  was  from  those  times  to 
be  esteemed  as  taken  in,  or  holden  by  the 
Corapaoy,  for  the  benefit  of  the  pretended 
purchasers,  although  no  mutual  agreement  waa 
then  made  for  the  delivery,  or  accepunce  of 
the  stock,  at  any  certain  time,  and  alihough 
no  money  was  paid  down,  nor.any  deposit,  or 
other  security,  given  to  the  Company  for  pajr- 
ment,  bf  the  supposed  purchasers :  so  that  if 
the  price  of  stock  had  fallen,  as  might  be  ex- 
pectedi  if  th«  scheme  had  mjt^rried^  no  Una 
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could  hove  been  sastained  bj  tbem ;  bat  if  the 
price  of  stock  ^hould  ad?ance  (as  it  actually 
<lid  by  the  success  of  tbe  scheme)  the  difiier- 
ence  by  tbe  advance  price  was  to  be  made 

food  to  the  pretended  purchasers :  and  accord- 
Uigly  tbe  account  of  such  stock  was  made  up, 
mod  adjusted  with  Mr.  Knigbt,  aod  tbe  money 
•rising  by  the  difference  of  the  price,  between 
the  times  of  such  taking  in,  or  holding  of  the 
stock,  and  the  making  such  adjustments^  was 
paid,  or  allowed,  out  of  the  company's  cash, 

.to  the  pretended  purchasers;  but  no  entries  of 

.such  adjustments,  or  of  names  of  the  persons 
with  whom  the  said  were  made,  appear  to  your 

'Committee  in  any  of  tbe  books  of  tbe  Com- 
pany. 

Sir  Theodore  Jaruten  affirmed,  that  when  the 
said  account  in  the  cash-book  was  laid  by  Mr. 
Knight  before  their  Committee  of  treasury,*  to 
be  passed  and  signed,  an  objection  bein^  niade 
that  blanks  were  left  for  the  buyers  of  this  stock, 
the  late  sul^goveroor,  and  Mr.  Knight,  said, 
there  were  reasons  for  passing  the  account  in 
that  manner,  and  that  the  stock  was  dispoaed 
of  to  persons  whose  names  were  not  projper  to 

.  be  known  to  a  great  many,  but  at  a  nt  tm^  a 

-  perfect  account  thereof  sboukl  be  made  up, 

■  and  that  if  tbe  bill  did  pass  the  stock  would  be 

.wen  sold. 

Mr.  Robert  Surman  declared,  that  about  the 
5d  of  April,  1730,  Mr»  Kaight  tbe  cashier, 
shewed  him  that  account  of  stock  sold  in  the 
ca&b-book  (foU  190,  and  131)  aod  told  tbe  eia- 

*  minant,  that  there  was  a  Comoaittee  appointed 
to  look  into  the  state  of  the  cash  that  night, 

'  and  that  be,  Mr.  Knigbt,  having  thereby 
charged  himself  with  the  value  of  so  large  a 
quantity  of  stock  sold,  would  appear  to  have  a 
great  sum  of  money  in  his  hands,  which  he 
really  had  not,  and  therefore  said^  be  wquld 
Write  off  a  supposed  sum  of  800,000/.  as  lent  by 
the  COB»pany  to  sundry  persons  upon  400,000/. 

.  stock,  and  Mr.  Knight  did  then  accordingly 
•oter  the  same  with  his  own  hand,  (fol.  130) 
of  the  said  cash-book,  in  the  following  words, 

'^  1730.  April  3.  By  loan  to  sundries  on  se- 
curity.of  400,000/,  Sooth-Sea  Stock,  at  an  in* 
terest  of  5/.  per  cent,  per  annum.  800,000/. 

That  Mr.  Robert  Surman  farther  declared, 
bedid.uot  know  that  any  part  of  the  said 

,  money  was  really  lent,  hut  the  entry  was  made 
to  that  effect  by  Mr.  Knight,  with  an  intention 

.  to  answer,  in  pat t,^  the  account  of  stock  sold : 
he  believed  also  that  the  entry  in  the  same 
book  was  written  by  Mr.  Knigbt,  as  folbws, 
(fol  131.) 

**  April  14.  By  account  of  loan  on  Sontb-Sea 
Stock,  lent  to  sundries  on  security  of  100,000/. 
stock  at  350>  at  an  interest  of  5  per  cent,  per 
annum,  350,000/.'' 

As  to  the  greatest  part,  if  not  the  whole  of 
tbat  suu^  it  was  entered  with  the  same  view ; 
and  tbe  exominant  at  that  time  took  it,  that  this 
stock  eatered  as  sold  in  the  casb^book,  was  not 
paid  fbr^  and  for  that  reason  Mr.  Knight  enter* 
ed  these  swns  of  800,000/.  and  350,000/.  as 

.  aotusJly  disVuned^  Hr  bjBlp  to  make  a  balance 


upoa  the  account^  as  it  now  stands  in  tbscask 
book. 

That  the  ezaminant  observing  tbe  said  ent^ 
of  stock  sold,  Mr.  Knight  told  him,  that  it  wss 
a  transaction  of  a  private  qature,  aod  that  p^ 
great  part  of  it  was  disposed  of  to  persons  of 
distinction* 

Mr.  Astelly  one  of  tbe  late  directors,  likewise 
declared,  that  he  believed  the  said  firtide  ef 
loon  of  800,000/.  on  400,000/.  stock  was  ea« 
tered  as  a  blind  to  answer  the  account  of  re- 
ceipts on  the  other  side  of  the  cash-book,  i^r 
that  he  could  not  find  any  minute  thereof  in  ihfi 
other  books  of  tbe  company. 

Mr.  Sicken  Child  said,  that  be  took  tbe 
articles  of  stock  bought  and  sold  in  thecasb- 
book,  to  be  fictitious,  aod  to  be  entered  in  that 
manner- merely  to  make  a  balance. 

Whilst  your  committee  had  this  matter  uadf  r 
examination,  viz.  uj>on  the  37  th  day  of  Jaooa7 
last,  tlie  court  of  directors  (pursuant  to  yoir 
order  of  the  17th  of  December  preceding,  re- 
quiring a  particular  account  of  tins  stock  sold, 
and  by  wbom,  and  to  whom  trainsferred)  Uid 
before  this  House  a  book,  containing  an  ac- 
count of  stock  sold,  as  they  received  it  fron 
their  committee  of  treasury,  without  Bas- 
tion ing  that  any  part  of  such  stock  was  actually 
transferred. 

And  your  committee  examining  into  that 
account,  sir  John  Bhiat  (from  whom  joar 
committee  received  the  first  material  mfor- 
matieas)  tbe  late  sub  and  deputy-governors, 
Mr.  Gibbon,  Mr.  Astell,  Mr.  Cfbester,  hue  di- 
rectorsy  and  Mr.  Robert  Su rman,  informed  tbsD, 
that  they  believed,  and  that  it  was  generallj  so 
understood  among  the  directors,  Umt  the  said 
account  laid  before  this  House,  is  not  a  tnie 
account;  and  that  there  are  many  fictitious 
names  therein,  as  the  names  of  sevml  brokers 
and  others,  which  are  made  use  of  to  cover  tbe 
names  ot  other  persons,  who  had  the  real  beae- 
fit  of  such  stock,  and  who  nevertheless  are  net 
mentioned  in  that  account  but  that  the  names 
of  persons  of  distinction  or  condition  thereio 
contained  are  real. 

Mr.  Attefl  declared,  that  pi^essing  Mr. 
Knight  upon  the  repeated  orders  of  the  direc- 
tors to  make  up  tbe  account  of  this  stock,  Mr. 
Knight  answei^^  that  he  could  not  complj 
with  these  ovders,  widaout  giving  up  forty  oi 
fifty  of  the  Company's  best  fnend^ 

Mr.  Robert^  Surman  gave  your  committee  a 
farther  explanation  of  the  firammg  this  account 
as  follows. 

That  since  tbe  order  of  the  House  leqniiing 
this  account,  be  assisted  Mr.  Knight  io.P'*' 
paring  a  draught  thereof,  and  by  Mr.  Koifbt's 
direction,  he  wrote  down  several  names,  which 
Mr.  Knight  read  to  him  out  of  a  book  m'uh  a 
green  cover,  wherein  Mr.  Knigbt  had  kept  sn 
account  of  this  stock  entered  m  the  cash-:book 
of  the  Company,  akkl  also  of  subscriptioas,  bat 
beli«,ved  Mr.  Kni^t  did  not  five  him  all  d»e 
true  names^  because  Mr.  Kaight  someUm^ 
turned  over  a  leaf  or  tiro  without  giving -hioi  a 
namr^althougb  tbere  wen  in  tfaoie  lMve«  nimf' 
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tXfetwtii  wkb  whom  art  accotitit  was  tb(|re 
<entered.  .And  Mr.  Surman  farther  said,  Chat 
he  rememberedy  that  in  the  same  book,  at  the 
head  of  a  lai|;e  account,  wherein  the  debtor 
side  came  near  to  the  hottom  of  the  page,  be 
saw.  the  name  of  John    Aiskbie,  esq.    late 


chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  bnt  Mr.  Knight 


xcheqi 
a^  an< 


turned  over  that  leaf,  and  did  not  girt  him 
that  name  to  insert  in  the  account. 

That  at  the  bead  of  another  account,  in  the 
same  book,  he  saw  the  name  of  James  Craggs, 

That  at  the  head  of  another  account  in  that 
book,  he  saw  the  name  of  Charles  Stanhope, 
€5q. 

All  which  were  accounts  of  stock'  and  sub- 
scriptions, but  Mr.  Knight  left  but  all  these 
names  in  this  account;  and  after* it  was  thus 
drawn  out  from  the  green  book,  and  from  some 
letters  which  Mr.  Knight  then  delivered  to  this 
examinant,  the  sums  not  coming  right,  Mr. 
Knight  made  severa)  alterations  in  the  names 
and  prices,  and  insetted othernames  and  prices 
lo  frame  the  accoimt  in  the  manner  it  now  ap- 
pean. 

Mr.  Francis  Howes,  one  of  the  late.director8, 
liTewue  declared,  that  about  the  time  of  making 
Itie  last  Midsummer  dividend,  Mr.  Knight  in- 
formed htm,  that  he  (Mr.  Knight)  held  stock 
for  John  Aialabie,  esq,  and  that  he  had  an  ac- 
count of  stock  depending  with  Mr.  Aislabie, 
and  the  examinant  believed  that  such  stock 
had  been  taken  in  some  time  before,  and  that 
Mr.  Knight  held  such  stock  with  the  Company's 
nroney.  - 

And  the  examinant  added,  that  he  believed 
the  reason  of  entering  the  574,500/.  stock  sold, 
iti  the  cash-book,  was  to  give  persons  an  op- 
portunity of  having  stock  at  low  prices,  and 
that  great  part  of  tl^  stock  sold,  wasdisposed  of 
for  the  forwarding  the  bill. 

Your  committee  proceeding  to  examine  sir 
John  Blunt,  concerning  the  disposal  of  the  fic- 
titious South-Sea  Stock  before-mentioned,  be 
acquainted  them,  that  the  latter  end  of  Febru- 
81*?,  or  the  beginning  of  March  last,  Mr.  Knight 
l»Id  him,  and  (as  he  remembered)  the  late  de- 
poty-govemor,  Mr.  Gibbon,  and  Mr.  Chester, 
•^t  Mr.  Craggs  the  post-master  desired  to  have 
80,000/.  stock  bought,  or  taken  in  at  the  cur- 
rent price,  viz.  50,000/.  for  the  earl  of  Sunder- 
land, or  his  friends,  and  the  remaining  30,000/. 
for  Mr.  Craggs,  or  bisfHends :  that  this  request 
^^  complied  with,  and  80,000/.  of  the  com- 
pany's stock  was  directed  to  be  applied  ac- 
cordingly, which  the  examinant  tak^  to  be  part 
Of  th^  sum  of  113,000/.  entered  into  the  com- 
P|uiy*s  cash-book  as  sold  on  the  S7th  day  of 
Pcbmary  1719,  at  175/.  per  cent.  That  no 
money  appears  to  have  been  paid  for  the 
above-mentioned  80,000/.  But  sir  John  Blunt 
J>d,  that  some  time  in  March  Mr.  Knight 
«jewed  -hhn  a  note  for  the  50,000/.  stock, 
^JS^ed  Sunderland,  which  Mr.  Knight  said  was 
w»e  earl  of  Sunderland's  hand,  and  the  exami- 
J^fc  believed  it  to  be  so,  having  seen  his  lord- 
^p's  hkuA  tor  treatiUT-warmnta-  and  orders. 


The  note,  to  ttie  best  of  his  remembrance,  was 
to  the  effect  folbwing.  That  whereas  Mr. 
Knight  had  bought  several  parcels  of  Sduth-Sed' 
Stock  for  the  earl  of  Sonderland,  the  particu- 
lars of  which  were  therein  specified,  amounting' 
in  the  whole  to  500,000/.  stock,  at-  several  prices/ 
the  money  payable  for  which  amounts  to  more 
than  60,000/.  his  lordship  promised  lo  pay  tlie 
said  money,  with  'interest,  at  a  certain  time 
therein  mentioned :  that  since  the  beginning* 
of  this  session  of  parliament,  the  examinant 
and  Mr.  Knight  discoursing  about  the  company's' 
fictitious  stock,  and  particularly  concerning  the 
earl  of  Sunderland's  part  of  it,  the  exafninan^ 
asked  how  he  would  conceal  that  ?  Mr.  Knight 
replied,  he  would  go  through  thick  and  tbia 
rather  than  discover  it.  That  the  examinant 
does  not  know  of  any  mon^  paid,  or  note,  or 
other  security,  given  by  Mr.  Craggs  for  the ' 
30,000t.  residne  of  the  80,000/.  stock. 

Mr.  Edward  Gibbon,  another  of  the  late  di^ 
rectors,  said,  that  Mr.  Knight  told  him,  that 
some  time  in  February,  1719,  he  was  to  supply 
and  furnish  the  earl  of  Sunderland,  with  50,000f. 
stock,  at  between  170  and  180/.  jpet  cent, 
which  was  the  price  of  stock  at  that  time. 

Mr.  Jove,  late  depnty-governor,  declared,' 
that  Mr.  Knight,  about  ten  or  eleven  months' 
since,  told  him,  that  100,000/.  stock  must  be 
reserved  for  Mr.  Craggs  of  the  Post*office,  in 
trust  for  others;  whereupon  the  examinant 
asking.  What!  fbr  rov  lord  Sunderland;  he 
replied,  not  for  himself,  bnt  hjs  friends.  Mr. 
Joye  said  farther,  that  Mr.  Knight  told  him 
since  the  inquiry  began,  that  the  sum  promised 
to  Mr.  Craggs  was  but  30,000/. 

The  before  named  James  Craggs,.  esq,  being 
examined,  said,  that  he'  never  did  apply  to  Mi". 
Knight,  or  any  other  person  whatsoever,  to  have* 
any  of  the  Company's  stock,  or  to  have  any 
stock  taken  in  for  him  by  the  Company. 

Mr.  Richard  Holditch,  another  of  the  iate 
directors,  said,  that  he  was  told  by  Mr.  Knight, 
That  50,000/.  of  the  company's  stock,  said  to 
be  sbid,  was  held  for  a  noble  lord  in  a  high 
station.  That  he  apprehended  and  believed 
that  by  the  lord  in  a  nigh  station,  Mr.  Knight 
meant  the  earl  of  Sunderland ;  but  Mr.  Knight 
being  since  asked  about  it,  said,  that  it  did  not 
go  that  way,  but  it  went  another  way,  or  words 
to  that  effect. 

Your  Committee  in  the  course  of  sir  John 
BlunVs  examination  asked  him,  whether  he 
knew  of  any  more  of  the  Company's  stock  dis- 
posed of,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  passing  the 
bill?  He  answered,  that  he  believed  the 
dutchess  of  Kendal,  her  two  nieces,  and  the 
countess  of  Platen,  were  the  persons  for  whose 
benefit  36,000/.  stock  was  entered  in  the  Com- 
pany's cu5h-book,  as  sold  on  the  4th  of  Pe- 
bruary,  1719. 

That  some  time  afrer  the  4th  day  of  February, 
1719,  and  while  the  said  scheme,  or  bill,  was 
depending  in  the  House,  Mr.  Secretary  Craggs, 
in  Westminster-ban,  spoke  to  him,  and  to  rae 
late  sub  and  deputy-governors,  and  to  Mr, 
Chester;  on  the  kmaif  of  the^^peret nt  abvt^ 
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WHnedy  and  said,  be  really  tliouf^t  it  was  for 
t|ie  interest  of  the  Compaoy  to  eo^a^  persons 
of  their  rank  to  be  concerned  in  it,  or  words 
to  tbat  effect ;  whereupon  it  was  agreed,  that 
tbej  should  have  36,000/.  of  the  ComfMoiy's 
stock  at .  the  price  mentioned,  wbich  was  150 
per  cent,  akliottgh  the  marker  price,  as  he  be- 
lieved, was  them,  somewhat  bigger :  Tbat  be 
took  it  for  granted  the  agreement  was  since  < 
made  fOod. 

That  Mr.  Knight  had  the  management  of 
tjiis  afiair,  and  used  to  keep  an^accouot  of  the 
ttock  thus  disposed  of  in  a  book  of  his  own ; 
but  be  then  apprehended  the  duchess  of  Ken- 
dal, and  the  countess  of  Platen,  did  not  either 
qf  them  know  that  the  other  was  to  have  any 
stock. 

.  Sir  John  FelloifS,  late  sub-governor,  -on  his 
examioation  said,  that  whilst  the  proposals 
from  the  South  Sea  Company,  or  .the  Bill  in 
the  House  of  Commons  was  depending,  Mr. 
Knight  told  him,  that  Mr.  Secretary  Craggs 
proposed,  that  12,000/.  of  the  a>mpany's 
stock  should  be  disposed  of  to  the  duchess  of 
XendaL  1^,000/.  to  the  countess  of  Phiten,  and 
112,0001.  to  the  duchess's  two  nieces.  The 
eiaminaift  agreed  they  should  have  the  stock, 
paying  the  market-price,  which  was  then  above 
150  per  cent.  But  Mr.  Knight  telling  the  exa- 
minanty  that  he  thought  they  were  entitled  to 
the  stock  from  the  first  appUcation  made  for  it, 
mt  which  time  the  price  was  about  150  per 
cent. ;  this  examinant  consented  that  .  they 
should  have  it  at  that  price.  He  added  far- 
ther, that  Mr.  Secretary  Craggs  did  at  his  office 
recommend  the  above-mentiooed  proposal,  and 
said  that  it  would  be  for  the  service  of  the  com- 
pany to  have  such  persons  proprietors.  He 
4aid  likewise,  that  the  same  proposal  was  at 
another  time  made  to  him  and  others  by  Mr. 
Secretary  Craggs  in  Westminster-hall.  That 
the  examinant  and  the  deputy-governor  waited 
on  the  duchess  of  Kendal,  audacquainted  her 
with  the  proposals,  and  that  Mr.  Knight  should 
have  orders  to  ToUow  her  directions,  and  de- 
sired her  good  offices  on  the  Company*8  be- 
half; that  the  duchess  received  them  civilly, 
and  thanked  them  for  it.  The  examinant  said 
also,  Tbat  a  letter  was  wrote  by  Mr.  Knight  to 
the  countess  of  Platen,  signed  by  the  examinant, 
and  the  deputy-governor,  to  acquaint  her  with 
the  said  proposal,  and  that  she  wrote  an  an- 
swer, signifying  her  acceptance,  hnt  that  he  bad 
lost  the  letter. 

Mr.  Edward  Gibbottf  another  of  the  said*  di- 
rectors, being  examined,  declared,  That  whilst 
the  South-Sea  bill  was  depending  in  the  House, 
he  was  at  a  conversation  in  Westminster-hall, 
at  which  were  present  Mr.  Secretary  Craggs, 
the  sub  and  deputy-governors,  and  Mr.  Chester, 
where  Mr.  Secretary  proposed,  thai  about 
30,000/.  stock  should  be  disposed  of  to  certain 
ladTes,'  whose  having  stock  would  be  of  service 
to  the  Company,  or  to  that  effect,  which  was 
consented  to ;  and  he  believed  Chey  -were  fo- 
reigners, but  did  not  know  their  namesw 

Six.  JoyCf  tfat  kit«  dtputy-govtrnor,  informed 


the  Committee  that  some  tiaae  -before  the 
aho%e-mentioTied  conversation  in  We^tmiDster^ 
ball,  Mr.  Kuight  told  him, Mr.  Secretary  O^p 
had  mention^  to  him,  that  it  wouki  be  adriie- 
ahle  to  have  some  great  ladies  concerned  lo  die 
Company's  stock,  and^that  thev  shunld  b«ve  it 
at  150  per  cent.  .That  soon  after  sir  John  Fel- 
lows, Mr.  Knight,  and  himself,  being  at  Mr. 
Sec  retary  Cniggs's  office,  the  same  pnopoMil  wti 
again,  renewed  by  the  secretary,  and  was  con- 
sented to  by  sir  John  Fellows,  Mr.  Knigbt,  and 
himself;  he  did  not  exactly  remember  the  pro- 
portions in  which  the  st»ck  was  ta  be  provided, 
but  on  the  best  recollection  he  conki  make,  be 
thought  the  duchess  of  Kendal  was  to  lave 
10,000/.  stock,  and  the  countess  of  Platea  the 
like  sum,  and  the  duchess's  nieces  5,000/.  each. 

Mr.  Joye  said  also.  That  there  was  a  oonTe^ 
sation  with  Mr.  Secretary  Craggs  in  Westaus- 
ster-hall,  concerning  the  afore-mentioned  pia- 
posal ;  That  he  could  not  recollect  what  tbea 
passed,  but  remembered  that  soon  after  sir  Joba 
Fellows,  and  himself  were  introduced  to  the 
duchess  of  Kendal,  by  Mr.  Secretary  Crsgm 
who  interpreted  between  them ;  that  tb^  so> 
quainted  her  with  the  offer,  and  that  directkm 
would  be  given  to  Mr.  Knight,  to  transfer  tha 
stock  on  payment  of  the-money;  that  the 
duchess  seemed  well  pleased  with  the  offer; 
thanked  them,  and  wished  them  good  sopceo. 

He  farther  said,  that .  talking  with  Mr. 
Knight,  since  this  inquiry  began,  he  said,  tbst 
neither  the  duchess  of  Kendal,  nor  her  niscei, 
bad  any  stock  transferred  to  them,  but  that  ibe 
countess  of  Platen  had  ;  to  which  Mr.  Joye  re- 
plied, tbat  he  did  not  believe  him. 

Mr.  Robert  Chester ^  one  of  the  late  directors, 
being  examined  likewise  about  the  said  coaver- 
sation  in  Westminster-hall,  concurred,  in  sob- 
stance,  with  what  sir  John  Felluws  has  before 
declared. 

Sir  John  B(unt  said  likewise,  that  afVer  this 
examination  on  Friday  the  37th.  of  Jaooaiy 
last,  Mr.  Joye  came  to  his  lodgings,  and  asked 
him  touching  what  had  passed  in  hk  examios* 
tion  before  your  committee.  That  sir  John 
Blunt  told  him,  he  had  said  nothing  of  ibe 
ministry:  What!  suys  Mr.  Joye,  nor  of  tbe 
ladies  neither  f  To  wbich  sir  John  replied,  that 
he  had  not. 

That  on  Saturday  tbe  28th  of  Jannary  last, 
soon  vifier  sir  John  Blunt  had  been  again  exa- 
mined by  your  committee  at  the  South-Sea 
bouse,  Mr.  Joye  came  to  him,  and  asked  bin 
what  had  passed ;  tbat  sir  John  told  him  hi 
was  under  an  obligation  of  secrecy;  that  be 
loved  liim  very  weiif  and  that  the  best  way  was 
to  tell  the  whole  truth  :  What,  says  Mr.  Joje, 
of  the  ladies,  and  ull }  Yes  (says  sir  John)  tbe 
examination  is  very  strict,  and  nothing  but  ibt 
truth  will  do. 

Mr.  /(lye  being  exau>ined  by  your  committee 
to  the  above-mentioned  conversation  beiweea 
him  and  sir  John  Blunt,  did  admit  that,  the  sab« 
stance  ot  ii  was  true. 

Mr.  Hnlditch  also  informed  yonr  Committee 
that  Ur«  Knii^(  told  iun,  that  SOfiM,  of  tba 
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ConpiOT^I  stock,  taM  to  be  Wd,  was  for  a  cer- 
uifl  penoBy  wh«  had  deaerVed  well ;  abd  tbat 
Moe  other  pertoo,  or  persont  of  distiocden  ac 
coon  (or  wordt  to  that  effect)  were  to  have  40 
or  50y(XXU.  of  theCompan/t  stock  reaenred  to 


•  Sir  Johm  BlutU  being  again  examined,  in* 
ibroed  your  coramtttee,  that  Mr.  Kuight  bad 
the  ehiaf'  maDacemeat  of  the  disposal  of  the 
Compan/s  stock ;  aiid,  that  whilst  the  South- 
Sea  bill  Wits  depending  in  the  House  of  Coos- 
mons,  Mr.  Katght  acquainted  him,  that  Mi;. 
Charles  Stauhope,  one  of  the  secreianes  of  the 
utasory,  desired  to  have  10,000/.  stock  bought, 
or  taken  io,  for  him^  at  the  market-f>rice,  which 
was  then  about  950/.  per  cent,  but  the  said  Mr, 
Siaobqpe  did  not  absolutely  agree  to  have  the 
stock  at  that  time;  bat  the  same  day,  or  the 
<iay  iblbwing,  Mr.  Knight  shewed  sir  John 
Bloat  a  letter,  signed  Chmrles  Stanhope,  where 
be  desired  to  have  the  said  10,000/.  stock 
booghty  or  taken  in^  for  him,  and  sir  John 
Bliuit  consented  that  he  should  have  it  accord* 

Tlmt  on  the  strielest  eaqniry  year  Coipmit- 
tee  cannot  discover,  that  the  said  Mr.  Stan- 
^pe  ever.paid,  or  gave  any  security  to  pay,  for 
(He  said  stock,  or  uiat  any  actual  transfer  was 
nude  to  him  of  it. 

Mr.  Richard  Hoidiich  being  again  examined, 
Mid,  he  understood  by  Mr.  Knigbt,  that  10  or 
1^000/.  of  the  Company's  stobk,  said  to  be 
mU,  was  held  for  Mr.  Cfaiarles  Stanhope  of  the 
treasury. 

That  Mr.  Knigbt  tM  him,  that  the  said  Mr. 
Suohope  was  undetermined  in  the  morning, 
nhen  iie  first  mentioned  it,  whether  he  would 
^fe  it  or  no,  but  in  the  evening  agreed  to 
bsTeit, 

Your  Committee  find  upon  inspection  of 
tbe  account  of  cash  kept  by  the  South-Sea 
Company  with  the  Bank  of  England,  that  by 
Aotes  drawn  upon  the  Bank  by  the  cashier  of 
dke  South-Sea  Cpropany  the  sums  following, 
uaooating  to  51,736/.  13f.  were  paid  to  Charles 
^kepei  esq.  one  of  the  secretaries  of  the 
treasury,  oat  of  the  cash  of  the  South  Sea  Com- 
Piny,  at  the  days  following,  viz.  May  the  7th, 
^JSenL  tSff.  May  the  12th,.  600/.*  June  the 
18th,  40,609/.    September  the  10th,  4,865/. 

Upon  the  examination  of  Jacob  Sawbudge, 
ttq.  htte  one  of  the  directors,  and  of  the  Uom- 
mitteeof  treasury  of  the  South-Sea  Company, 
•ad  also  a  copartner  with  Elias  Turner  and 
company,  with  whom  part  of  the  cash  of  the 
South -Sea  Company  had  been  usuaUy  kept,  till 
vrithm  three  or  four  months  past,  and  upon 
perosal  of  their  books,  your  Committee  disco* 
vcrrd  a  disposition  of  50,000/.  of  the  Companjr's 
Btock,  (as  it  was  then  called)  unto  the  said 
Toraer,  Sawbridge,  and  sir  George  Cuswall, 
ahich  snm  now  appears  in  the  account  of  stock 
Mid,  laid  before  this  House,  vix. 

ifarch  31.  Turner,  Caswall,  and  Company, 
(50,000/.  i60)  190,000/. 

Ditto.  tOfiOOl.  (970)  «r,000/L 

The  pai:^n»dar  ofwhich  affiur,  10  £»  «9  k  ft- 
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lates  to  the  smd  50^0001  yb«r  nnwiiima  d^ 
now  lay  before  the  Hooae;  abd  for  the  better 
information  of  the  House,  tbe^r  have  aaoexetf 
in  the  Appendix  to  their  R^Mrt,  No.  II.  exact 
transcripts  of  their  several  anicU^  and  aoeooBta 
contained  in  the  several  books  of  Turner  aad 
company,  Mnto  which  their  Report  has  refer^oee. 

Sk  Jacob  Sawtrid^e  being  examineil^ ,  las  to 
bis  passing  and  signmg  the  ^eeooat  of  stock 
sold,  entered  in  the  ca»h-boek  of  the  Soath^Sea 
Company,  witiioot  the  names  of  the  persons  la 
whom  it  was  seld ;  p»d  also  the  dispoaicion 
thereof,  acknowledged  that  he  allowed  and 
signed  the  said  account,  aad  made  no  objec* 
tion  thereto^  Mr.  Knight  sayings  that  the  ao* 
coont  was  right;  but  the  examinant  said  he 
could  not  1  tell  to  whom  that  stock  was  sold, 
Mr.  Knight  not  givine  the  committee  of^  trea- 
sury any  particulars  thereof;  but  at  length  Mr. 
Sawbridge  owned  that  he  had  50,000/.  part  of 
the  68,000/.  stock  mentioned  in  the  cash-book 
to  be  sold  the  2l8t  day  of  March  1719,  at  S50/. 
per  cent,  and  said  that  when  the  charter  of 
Turner  and  company  was  ordered  to  be  laid 
before  the  committee,  appointed  the  last  session 
of  parliament,  to  enqmre  into  and  examine 
the  several  subscriptions  for  fishery,  and  other 
projecu,  the  said  Tomer  and  company  were 
obhged  to  sell  50,000/.  South-Sea  stock  mora 
than  they  had,  (which  he  called  *  selling  the 
*  bear*)  and  bearing  that  the  South-Sea  Company 
were  selling  stock,  he  bought  (as  be  said)  thia 
50,000/.  Stock  of  the  Company,  but  adinitted 
that '  he  did  not  pay  down  any  money  for  it, 
and  that  there  wa?  no  agreement  in  writing  re* 
lating  thereunto,"  but  if  the  price  of  stock  had 
fallen,  he  said  he  must  have  stood  to  the  loss 
of  it;  that  this  stock  was  not  then  delivered  ta 
him,  but  was  delivered  to  him,  or  his  order,  b/ 
Mr.  Robert  Sunnan,  open  the  11th  of  Jone 
1720,  at  which  time  he  paid  the  money  for  it^ 
amounting  to  125,000/.  that  the  price  of  stock 
was  then  advanced  to  750/.  per  cent,  so  that  at 
the  market-price  this  60,000/.  stock  comes  to 
375,000/.  and  that  he  entered  in  his  book 
125,000/.  paid  to  the  South  Sea  Company,  and 
entered  250,000/.  as  paid  to  his  own  cash^  hot 
did  not  receive  any  money. 

That  he  directed  this  aeooont  of  stock  to  bd 
entered  in  a  fictitious  name,  that  their  servants 
might  not  know  it  to  be  the  proper  stock  of 
Turner  and  comi>any,  and  earned  it  to  the  ao« 
count  of  stock  in  their  books,  where  it  it 
blended  with  the  rest  of  the  Mock. 

But  Sir  John  ^elUmt  said,  that  he  did  not 
know  of  any  psirtic^lar  parcel  of  stock  holdea 
for  Turner  and  company,  till  lately ;  and  said 
he  did  not  I'emember  the  disposal  of  tlia 
50,000/.  stock,  to  them ;  that  Mr.  Knight  used 
to  transact  with  them,  and  he  (the  examinant) 
fielieved,  tiie  Company  did  not  intond  to  give 
them  the  benefit  of  so  much  stock. 

Your  committee  proceeding  to  inspect  tha 
books  of  Turner  and  company,  and  to  examine 
Daniel  Watkins,  one  of  their  clerks,  and  also 
Mr.  Jacob  Sawbcidce^  do  find,  that  upon  tha 
nth  of  Jane,  171^1  Uiii  ^^OOQUcodt  aiid  the 
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Unproved  value  (iMreofy  Mioniiting  lo  375,000/. 
was  regularly  placed  to  llie  scconnt  of  Charlei 
Sunhope,  eM}. '  in  the  several  stock  ledger 
.  books  of  Turner  end  company/ nieiitioiied  in 
the  Appendix,  under  tbe  following  leoert^  m. 
in  the  stock  ledger  boOk»  leUer  A,  foL  09,  and 
in  ttMft  sc«ick  ledger,  letter  B,  (bl.  7,  and  6ft, 
The  entry  in  the  ledger,  letter  A,  b  in  tbese 
words  on  the  debtor  side. 

1720,  June  11, 
To  ca»b  for  22,000/.  Soutb-Sea  stock 
,  to  Hubert  Knigbt  and  Robert  Sur- 

uian't  order «£.909,ftS0 

To  Do.  28,000/.    Do.  to  J.  ^okeii's 
nccouni    *.---*-.-...-   172,770 


^.375,000 


And  this  account  was  npon  tbe  sane  11th 
of  June  1720,  regularly  entered  in  their  book, 
called  tbe  general  or  clearing^book^  letter  C. 
foL  110,  and  was  pUu:ed  to  Cbaries  Stanbo^, 
c»q.  accordingly.   • 

J)aniel  WMtkint  declared,  that,  he  at  first 
wrote  th^ise  several  entries  in  the  said  6bok,  in 
the  name  of  Charles  Stanhope,  e><|.  by  tbe  di- 
rection of  sir  George  Caswail,  one  of  the  co- 
partners with  Turner  and  Sawbriflgp,  or  from 
some  oilier  account,  and  behered,  tliat  be  bad 
seen  tbe  aaid  Charles  Stanhope,  esq.  at  the  of*> 
fice  of  Turner  and  company,  once  or  ofbener, 
in  or  about  the  months  of  May  or  June  last, 
coming  tliere  to  receive  monoy,  that  he  was 
then  told  Mr.  Stanhope's  bame  by  soma  ckik 
in  the  office,  and  upon  his  efsaosisraiion  sk- 
scribed  Mr.  Stanhope  to  be  a  uU  thin  asan,  of 
a  black  or  brown  coaspkxioo,  aooording  to  bis 
remenibraBce. 

Tbe  said  accoonti  mentionkig  26,000/.  stodc, 

5 art  of  tbe  said  50,000/.  to  be  adjusted  with 
osepli  Stokes  at  172,770/.  your  Coosmittee 
sent  for  tbe  said  Joseph  Stokes,  and  for  JoMpb 
Stanboroagh  bis  partner,  who  acted  for  Tamer 
•od  company,  iu  tbe  selling  of  stock,  who  be- 
ing examined,  and  ^mductng  their  aonoont 
bm>k,  a»d  coap4ring  it  wilb  an  account  in  tbe 
said  Jedcer  of  Tamer  and  tompany,  letter  D, 
fol.  86,  kept  with  the  said  Joseph  Stokes,  for 
the  produce  of  tbss  28,000/.  stock, at  172,770/. 
John  Scaaborougb  said,  that  be  traaaa^ted  this 
affair  for  Mr.  Sawbridge,  and  that  tbe  said 
€6,000/.  South  Sea  stock,  was  sold,  or  dis- 
posed of  by  him  or  Joseph  Stokes^  upon  tbe 
10th  of  June,  1720,  or  a  day  or  two  before, 
tageth^  with  another  sara  of  1,000/.  South  Sea 
stock,  at  seteral  prices, aoa^ntiDg  in  tbr whole 
to  180,280/.  which  soas  he  actualljpead^aad 
an!iwered  to  Jacob  Sawl)ridg<^esq.  upon  tbe 
loth  or  lltb  of  Jiuie,  1720,wbo  cansed  Ibaeaid 
stock  to  be  traufeiTed  acoosdingly;  tbera- 
upon  yoar  Comasittea  proceeded  to  aaqnire 
into  the  time  and  ^manner  of  payaieiit  for  this 
stock  nolo  Mr,  Cbaries  Stanbopc^  aad  iaspect- 
iafg  tbe  se^ral  other  books  of  Toraer  and  com- 
pany, wenliened  in  the  appendix,  called  die 
■oce  book,  the  asb  note  took,  tbe  drawing 
MftryaBd4ba«toh  «olt  Ut%it|  wb»fia  cfaa 


aooooat  of  all  nolts  issMd  and  fNod  bj  Tavier 
and  company  afe  dnly  enfeefcd,  it  appeared  hj 
tbe  aota  book^  letter  F,  fol.  100,  aad  by  ths 
cash  note  ledger,  letter  A»  fol.  tB8i^  and  fMi, 
that  upon  tbe  lllb  of  Jane,  1720,  aae  cash 
note  of  tbe  said  Turner  and  coropaay  wfa  i»> 
fularlf  made  oat  for  202^230/.  payable  to  the 
said  Mr.  Charles  SUnbopa,  aad  aaetbcr  cash 
note  of  Tamer  aad  coaapaay  was  also  MgoMy 
made  oat  tbe  same  day  for  47,770/^  payable  to 
Mr.  Cbaries  Stanbop^  which  last  aoce  in  d* 
note  book,  letter  F»  fol.  100,  is  enfeared^  Ro- 
bert Swman ;  both  which  notes  were  reniarly 
entersd,  paid,  and  satisfied,  unto  Mr..Cbark* 
.  Stanhope,  by  Tamer  and  company,  aeea  the 
12ihof  December,  1720,  in  Ibe  note  book  sf 
"niraerand  oooftpaaj,  letter  O,  fol.  70,  and 
their  cash  note  Mdaar,  letter  H,  foL  TT,  and  by 
another  book  of  Tarner  and  compaiiy,'called 
tbe  drawing  cash  ledger,  letter  I,  M.  756,  it 
appears,  ibat  upon  tlm  said  lltb  day  of  Jnas^ 
1720,  when  the  said  aolcs  were  iaaoed,  ths 
sam  of  47,770/.  being  die  ooateata  of  one  sf 
the  said  notes,  was  charged  to  tbe  accoaat  sf 
Mr.  MobenSanaaa,  deputy  cashier  of  die  South 
Sea  CoBMpaay,  as  paid  that  day  oat  al*  tbe  cash 
kept  by  Tomer  and  oompaa? ,  aaio  tba  ecdcr 
of  the  said  Robert  Surmao;*  Robert  Sanasa 
being  examined  thereunto,  npon  inspectioa  of 
cash  dmogbts  kept  by  Toraer  aod  company, 
ia  bis  aame,  wherein,  it  appears,  that  he  a 
chanted  with  the  aforesaid  earn  af  47,770/.  paid 
by  Turner  aad  company,  tbe  lltb  of  Jaae^ 
1720.  out  of  the  cash  kept  with  them,  by  Mr. 
Knigbt,  as  cashier  of  tbe  South  Sea  Coaifany, 
and  for  which  Sunsan  was  acoevMMaMe  is 
Knigbt,  did  vartbr  believe,  that  tbe  said  sa», 
aecordianly  paid  by  them,  by  ordae  of  Mm, 
Kaight,  was  given  to  the  examinant  out  of  ths 
iaid  cash,  aad  was  no  part  of  the  examflaaatfs 
proper  cash, 

Yoar  Coomittee  ia  this  pkce  obaerf%  dnt 
the  two  samspf  202,^260/.  and  47,776/.  ameMt 
to  25O,000iL  wMch  beiogaddad  to  Ae  125/)00/. 
the  supposed  price  of  die  said  50^)60/.  stack, 
amounts  to  the  wbok  sum  charged  ia  tbe  said 
stock  ledger,  ra.  37^fiO^  as  tbe  prodaoe  of 
the  said  stock  upon  the  lltb  of  Jaae^  1720, 
and  dedactiog  oat  of  tlie  975,000/.  tfae  «mb  of 
125)000/.  for  tbe  prhae  cost  of  the  said  stocft, 
there  remains  a  clear  difiereacaof  250^000/. 
accr«Hng  to  the  person  for  whose  baneit  ths 
50^000^  stock  was  ohacged,  as  sold  as  ths 
Coaipan/s  cash  baob,  which  is  tbe  enot 
amount  of  the  said  two  oasbwotes,  made  pae»* 
able  to  Charles  StanfaojM,  esq.  and  aobordtfM 
entered,  paid,  and  satisfied  aoto  biaD,tbc  tM 
of  Decenbar,  1720. 

In  conOiasation  of  whicb  p«7iaeiit,  it  mf» 
's  to  your  Coaunktee  by  tbe  drawing  ossb* 
*,  letter  K,  now  kept  by  Tamer,  Casvafl^ 
awbridge,  in  a  aew  co-partneisbip  with 
Mr.  H^nry  Blunt,  son  of  sir  Joba  Blaai^  aad 
Mr.Babiasoa  Kaigfas  nephew  of  «r.  Rabert 
Knight,  whicb  commeacsd  the  SStk  of  Jaos^ 
1720,  fol.  512  and  ^  ia  aa  acoaaat  bi^  be- 
twaeo  Taraes^  Casaik  and  Sawbadfs,  aad 
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^mim  eo-|Mrtntr9y  ilMt  the  siod  ttle,a00& 
«*«  mUiwi  ftad  in  diidyufeof  tlM  two  notes 
upoB  tiM  lith  of  December,  1790,  »iid  flmeed 
la  the  ttoeomit  of  monejr  dbborted  ti|^  the 
•tperttte  acoonat  of  Totoer,  Caswall  mnd  Smw- 
bndf^,  oeC  of  their  teperate  CAtb  actoally  paid 
into  tl»e  heiMb  of  tlie  new  oo-pertnersy  upon 
tbe  2fttli  of  Jme,  1790,  ainoiiatieg  m  real  cash 
uato'the  som  of  1,166,875/.  4f.  liL  out  of 
wUdi  the  950,000/.  are  aoeordioglj  set  off  in 
diiebarge  c^tlie  o^  oo*partaert. 

Your  CooMnittee  exaauQed  lohii  Moont  and 
Jofan  Maddy,  oatlrier  to  Turner  and  coqipanj, 
as  weM  beiorv  at  siooe  the  new  co-partner^ip, 
Bicfaud  Feotoo  tbeir  book-keeper,  and  aho 
Jacob  Sawbridge,  Jan.  son  of  Jiitob  Sawbridge, 
cs^.  the  said  Robmson  l^nigbt  and  Heory 
-Blont,  w^,  before  tbe  95tb  of  Jane,  1790^ 
were  assistants  in  ^e  office  of  Turner  and 
eoaipaay,  lelating  to  the  several  books  and  en- 
tries, and  to  ine  transactions  therein  con- 
tiiaed ;  -and  John  Moont,  John  Maddj,  and 
Riehard  Fenton  declared,  'tiiat  tbey  reril^  be- 
licred,  thsit  all  the  said  accounts  and  entries  of 
receifMsand  payments,  and  of  issaiogand  paj- 
ing  aotes,  were  troe;  and  that  the  respective 
sums  meacioBed  therein  to  have  been  received 
and  paid,  were  reallj  received  and  paid  ;  and 
that  tbe  iiotes  therein  mentioned  to  have  been 
issued,  and  paid,  were  actually  issued  and  paid 
according  to  the  import  of  the  seveval  entries ; 
and  ihat  those  two  notes  for  909,930/.  and 
47,770/.  ivere.  actually  issued,  payable  to  Mr. 
Charles  Scanhoue^upoa  tbe  11th  of  Jone,  1790, 
ID  tbe  usnal  and  regular  manner ;  the  note  for 
the  909,990/.  being  entered  and  filled  up  by 
the  said  Henry  Blunt,  and  tbe  other  note  for 
47,770/.  being  entered  and  filled  ua  by  Jacob 
i^vbridge,  jan.  by  the  direetion  of  Jacob  Saw- 
bridn,  sen.  esq.  and  both  the  said  notes,  signed 
by  Eolnooon  Knight,  then  entrasted  by  Turner 
aad  compel^  to  sign  notes  for  them,  as  Jacob 
fiawbridge,  jaa,  lUbinson  Kaigbt^  and  Henry 
Bbat  did  acknowledge ;  and  that  Tomer  aad 
cmnpany,  did  thereby  become  chargeable  with 
the  p^m«nt  of  th^  aM>ney  mentioned  in  the 
two  notes,  which  were  aotually  paid  and  saiis- 
isd  upon  tbe  lith  of  December,  1790,  ac- 
cordioa  9o  the  entries  thereof,  laade  in  tbe 
mne  books  oat  of  tbe  cash,  ambontiag  to 

til66,875/.  4$.  td.  really  paid  aad  answered  by 
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iunt  and  Robin- 
j  did  likewise 
eonjessy'^aed  that  the  two  liotes  being  then 
disehargedi  were  delivered  vp  to  Turner  and 


TbeComn 


nmistee  ebeei^inf ,  diat  ia  the  stoak- 
Mgsr,  book  (A)  aad  (B),  the  name  -as  it  now 
Kandt  at  the  heed  of  accounts  there,  and  also 
is  tbbaoeetHits  in  the  said  boekriedger,  letter 

EM  f ,  b  •  Somgape,'  ah^opgh  ia  the  alpha- 
I  or  mdeies  of  the  said  boeks,  reforring  to 
lb#^thia  fobes,  tba  name  stilt  remmns  *  SSm» 
*h^^  aad  alto  that  ia  tbe  said  ^nec^  or 
tisviagbook,  tbe  name  now  appearing  ia  the 
seooaas  of  tbesdid50,000/.itocli|b 'S^ayspe,' 


and  that  the  said  books  had  been  razed,  and 
tbe  letters  altered ;  did  examine  Jacob  8aw« 
bridge,  esa  and  Daniel  Watkins,  oue  of  the 
clerks  of  Turner  and  comprmy,  upon  the  foct. 
Mr.  Sawbrid|;e  acknowledged  that.the  name  at 
first  entered  m  the  said  books  was  *  Stanhope/ 
and  said  it  was  entered  in  a  fictitious  name,  , 
that  tbeir  servants  migli|  not  know  of  it ;  that 
be  gave  directions  to  Daniel  Watkins,  abouc 
two  months  past,  to  make  tbe  several  razures 
and  alterations  in  tlie  sir-name,  and  to  turn  it 
into  *  Suneape,^  but  owned,  tlmt  his  name  re* 
forred  to  the  name  '  Stanhope,'  mentioned  i^ 
the  alpfaabeu  and  in  the  other  books,  and  that 
it  meant  tlie  same  persoa. 

Being  asked  whether  there  was  any  other 
fictitious  name  made  use  of  in  the.  books  of 
Turner  and  company,  besides  the  name  Charles 
Stanbope  or  Stangape,  esq.  he  said,  that  thel^ 
was  no  pther  fictitioas  name  in  the  whole  book^ 
to  his  knowledge. 

Daniel  Watkins  being  tliereupon  sent  for^ 
and  eiamiaed,  did  declare,  that  about  the  14tb 
day  of  December  last,  he  made  the  several 
raaores  and  alterations  in  the  name  *  Stanhope,' 
which  was  the  name  he  bad  first  wrote  down  ia 
the  books  and  altered  the  same  to  *  Stangape/ 
as  it  now  appears,  by  thS  direction  of  sir  Geoi^e 
Caswall,  who  then  told  the  einminant,  that  H 
wi^  an  anonymous  name  (as  the  examiuant  es* 
pressed  it)  and  that  it  ought  to  hmre  l»eea 
*  Stangppe'  at  first ;  that  Mr.  Sawbridge  was 
not  present  at  that  time,  and  believH  Mr. 
Sawbridge  did  not  know  of  it  till  afterwiwds; 
but  Watkins  likewise  owned  that  there  is  no 
other  fictitious  name  in  any  of  the  said  books. 

Mr.  Joioh  Sambridge  attending  in  a  room 
next  adjoining,  was  called  in  again,  alter  Wat- 
kins was  withdrawn,  and  did  then  say,  that 
upon  recollecting  hioMelf,  he  desh^  sir  George 
daswall  to  give  directions  for  the  alterations. 

Bat  Mr.  Robert  Sarman  (who  was  well  ac^ 
quainted  with  Tamer  and  company,  and  had 
about  two  years  since  lieen  a  clerk  to  them) 
and  the  present  cashiers  mid  clerks  of  Turner 
and  company,  vb.  John  Maddv,  John  Mounts 
and  Richard  Fenton,  did  all  of  them  declare^ 
upon  their  exareinationsj  tliat  they  never  knew 
aor  beard  of  any  fictitious  name  made  use  of 
by  Turner  and  company,  in  any  of  their  books^ 
and  John  Maddy,  one  of  the  cashiers^  said,  that 
in  the  nature  of  tbe  'afiair,  fictitious  names 
conld  not  be  made  use  of. 

Your  eooNaittee  thinking  it  might  be  of  use 
to  have  a  sight  of  tbenotes  tliemselves,  ordered 
John  Maddy  so  search  fiM*  them,  in  tbe  proper  ^ 
place,  and  to  bring  them  before  your  commit- 
tee, who  being  vetumed,  acqnainteil  them,  that 
he  had  searched  the  files,  kept  for  that  purpose,- 
at  the  office  of  Turner  and  company,  and  al- 
thoogb  he  had  found  other  notes,  which  were 
entered  ta  be  aaid  on  the  same  19th  of  De- 
cember last,  and  apoo  other  days  before  and 
after  that  day,  preserved  as,usaal  upon  tbe  file, 
yet  he  eoold  find  neither  of  the  eaid  two  notes ; 
and  that  enquiring  of  Dani^  Watkins,  what 
^eas  btcome  of  tbs  said  notesj  Ifm^fm  iafonaed 
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bj  hidQy  tbat  be  wdl  remembered,  tbat  when 
be  entereti  tbese  two  notes,  paid  the  19th  of 
December  last,  be  took  tbeni  up  and  oeQcriled 
tfaem,  and  that  tbey  being  much  worn  by  hav- 
ing  been  carried  in  a  pocket,  he  had  destroyed 
them.  The  examinanc  said  farther,  that  be  did 
not  know  or  remember  that  any  other  notes 
delivered  np,  had  been  destroyed ;  but  tbat  the 
method  observed  in  their  business,  had  been  to 
tear  off  the  name  of  the  person  siffning  them, 
and  to  preserve  the  notes  upon  a  nle  kept  for 
tbat  porpose  in  the  office  of  Turner  and  com- 
pany. 

Daniel  Watkiru  being  theretipon  examined, 
confessed,  that  the  said  two  notes  were  deb* 
vered  op  to  him,  upon  the  12tb  day  of  Decem- 
ber 1720,  by  Jacob  Saw  bridge,  esq.  and  that 
a^cr  he  had  examined  them  vTitb  the  books, 
an^  foudd  them  to  be  of  the  same  numbers, 
dates,  and  sums,  with  s^ch  two  notes  then  out* 
standing,  he  on  the  same  13tb  of  December 
cancelled  and  destroyed  tbem,  and  believed  he 
burnt  them,  but  bad  no  direction  so  to  do,  bis 
Order  from  Jacob  Saw  bridge,  esq.  being  to  dis- 
charge tbem  in  the  books,  and  that  the  only 
reason  for  his  'destroying  them,  was,  because 
the  hies  being  removed  ont  of  their  usual 
places^  he  could  nor  find  the  proper  files, 
whereon  these  notes  ought  to  have  been  put, 
and  also  believing  that  no  other  person  had  any 
property  or  interest  therein,  besides  Turner, 
Caswall,  and  Sawbridge,  to  whose  proper  ac- 
count be  then  had  pla^  them. 

Being  asked,  if  he  ever  bad  destroyed  any 
other  notes,  delivered  up  to  Turner  and  com- 
pany, upon  payment  thereof;  he  answered, 
that  be  could  not  remember  that' he  had  ever 
destroyed  any  other  note,  so  delivered  up;  but 
that  other  notes,  after  they  were  so  delivered, 
bave  been  preserved  ujpon  files. 

Henry  Blunt  said,  that  the  note  for  202,280^ 
was  filled  up  by  himself,  >and  being  signed  by 
Kobinson  Knight,  was  delivered  to  Jacob  Saw- 
bridgp,  esq.  -who  immediately  cancelled  the 
said  notte,  by  tearing  off  the  name  of  Rolunson 
Knight,  fearing  (as  the  examiiiant  supposed) 
that  he  might  lose  it,  and  then  put  the  said 
excelled  note  in  his  pocket,  but  the  exami- 
nantdid  not  know  the  reason  of  Mr.  Sawbridge 
so  tearing  such  notes. 

'  Your  committee  hereupon  cannot  but  ob- 
aerve  the  dangerous  oonsequence  of  such  ex- 
traordinary acts  of  razing  and  akeriog  the 
name  of  a  gentleman  of  distinctioii,in  books 
belonging  to  a  society  of  bankers  and  in  an 
nrticle  of  so  very  great  value,- and  of  the  de- 
stroying these  two  notes,  frqm  the  inspection 
whereof,  more  full,  and^ more  direct  evidence 
'might  bf^vJB  been  laid  before  thi^  House,  espe- 
cially considering  that  both  these  facts  were 
committed  afier  an  enquiry  into  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  directors  of  the  South-Sea  Company 
was  begun  by  this  House,  and  the  rasure  made 
in  the  account  of  books  of  stock  was  about  the 
same  time,  when  tlie  general  account  of  stock 
sold  by  the  South-Sea  Company  was  delivered 
toto  this  Uome^  and  when  the  sabsequent  order 


of  this  House,  of  the  irth  of  Daoeasber  tet^  wsi 
miuie,  that  the  direc^ns  of  the  said  Cospaajr 
should  lay  before  this  House  a  partiaalar  ac- 
count of  the  said  574,500/.  stock,  sold  by  the 
said  Company,  with  the  reqiedifve  prtcct  and 
parcels,  and  the  p^^ons  by  whom  it  was  sold ; 
and  by  whom,  and  to  whom  traoafierred. 

Your  committee  farther  observe,  that  Da- 
niel Watkins.upon  ha  first  exaeaination,  did 
not  mention  any  thing  concerning  the  prajperty 
of  this  50,000/.  stock,  although  hts  eramiftatkm 
did  naturally  lead  thereunto;  but  upon  hit 
subsequent  examination  on  another  day,  be 
said,  he  believed  this  50,000/.  stock  was  bought 
by  Turner  and  company,  or  one  of  thefl^  of 
the  South-Sea  Company,  or  of  Mr.  KDilLht,ibr 
their  proper  accoant,  and  directed  to  be  ca- 
tered m  Mr.  Stanbope*s  name,  to  prevent  their 
servants  knowing  tbat  it  was  their  own  staci ; 
but  being  asked  what  reason  he  biid  for  sock 
his  belief,  he  only  answered,  becavse  he  was 
ordered  by  Mr.  Sawbridge,  upon  tbe  19th  of 
December  last,  to*plaee  these  nates  to  tbt 
proper  account  of  Turner  and  company,  and 
that  from  the  nature  of  the  aocoont,  and  htm 
Mr.  'turner  insbting  to  have  credit  for  the 
11,000/.  South  Sea  Stock  from  the  oo-partaer- 
ship,  which  be  could  not' otherwise  bave,  and 
from  all  the  circumstances  he  had  any  know- 
ledge of,  he  could  not  find  that  any  other  per- 
son had  any  property  therein.  ' 

Mr.  Robert  Sorman  said,  be  resnembered, 
that  there  was  50,000/.  (which,  he  believed, 
was  part  of  tbe  08,000/.)  stock,  mentiofted  in 
the  cash-book  to  be  sold  the  Slst  of  March, 
1719,  at  S50/.  per  cent.  sold,  to  Turner  and 
company;  and  befi>re  it  was  adjusted,  fir 
Geor|e  Caswell  acquainted  htm  with  it^  and 
lefi  with  him  a  cash-note  for  126,000/.  to  be 
delivered  to  Mr.  Knight,  saying  Mr.  Knidit 
knew  what  it  meant,  and  soon  afterwards,  the 
stock  was  adjusted  between  Mr.  Knight  and  sir 
George  Caswall,  and  the  examioant  delivered 
the  said  ^lote  to  Mr.  Knight,  and  had,  after 
tbat  timef  seen  such  cash  note  in  Mr.  Knight*! 
custody,  but  did  not  remember  aoy  thing  of  the 
payment  of  the  said  note,     r 

Being  shewn  the  entries  befMre-mcottooed, 
in  tbe  stock-ledgers,  letter  (A)  and  (B),  and  the 
general  or  dearing-liook,  letter  (C),  be  said 
those  entries  imported  Turner  and  oompany, 
their  paying  to  the  person  therein  named  (Stan- 
hope or  Stangape)  the  money  therein  asention- 
ed,  the  examinant  having  formerly  beaa  dark 
to  Turner  and  companv,  and  aegociating  their 
stock  lor  them :  He  said  moreover,  be  never 
knew  or  heard  of  the  name  (Stangape) 
till  af^r  Mr.  Sawbiidge's  exaasinataoi^  bat 
knows  Charles  Stanhope,  esq.  of  the  treasaiy; 
and  that  about  six,  eight,  or  nine  bobIJm  bs 
fore  liis  examination,  (which  was  upon  the  14th 
of  January  last)  he  had  frequeotfy  seen,  him  at 
tbe  Soutb-^ea  bouse»  and  that  he  saw  him  there 
near^«io  months  past,  and  not  since,  at  which 
several  times,  Mr.  Stanhope  and  Bir.  Kai|ibl 
were  writing  together^  and  scenied  to  be  set- 
tling accounts.         /->        *    T 
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Up<Mi  SaCMthiT  the  Sist  dny  of  Jmimrj  last; 
efbre  ttoon*  jo\ir  oooimittte  sent  for  Mr.  Ro- 
ert  KiHgbc  tiie  caslrier,  to  exaronie  him  pani- 
iiarly  about  this  disposttion  of  stock  in  th« 
^mpanj's  cash-^book,  \rho  said,  that  this 
O^OOOi.  vriks  part  of  the  68,000/.  stock,  dmrg- 
i  in  the  cnsh-bodk  to  be  fold  the  91  st  of 
tiircb  1719»  at  ^50/.  per  ceot  that  abottt  that 
ime  be  was  ordered  bj  the  sab  and  depaty-|^ 
efaora,  Mr,  Gibbon,  Mr.  Chester,  Mr.  Hol- 
litcb,  aoii  air  John  Bltrnt,  to  deliver  this  stock 
c»  Turner  nod  -cOfopanj  for  their  own  use,  (as 
«  balieved^'and  that  about  the  latter  end  of 
kiay,  17SOy  (as  he  remembered)  it  was  deli- 
rered  to  them^  by  an  adtastmeiit  of  stock  mfede 
irVtb  them,  and  that  he  received  the  wlide 
m>ney  of  them,  for  such  stock,  at  the  price  of 
I50l,  per  cent.  He  owned  there  Waa  no  agree* 
ment  in  writing  made,  nor  any  time  limited, 
when  the  stock  should  be  delivered,  because 
tbe  Company  had ,  not  Uie  stock  at  that  time, 
bat  Tomer  and  Qoin|«any  might  call  for  it 
when  the  price  wns  advanced  to  750/.  percent 
upon  paykifc  125,600/..  and  thereupon  the  stock 
was  to  be  delivered  without  making  any  allow* 
ence  to  the  Company  fpr  forbearance  of  pay- 
ment. That  Elias  Tamer,  sir  George  Coswall, 
and  Jacob  Sawhridge,  were  obliged  in  honour 
to  pay  the  munev ,  and  to  stand  to  the  loss,  if 
ihe  stock  bad  iatien,  but  that  stock  continued 
to  rise,  and  was  never  under  250/.  per  cenli 
after  tbta  bargain. 

Your  Committee  proceeding  to  examine  Mr. 
Rnigl»t  farther,  concerning  the  disposal  of  the 
stock  entered  in  the  cash  book  ih  blanks    and 
enquiring  of  him,  from  whence  the  accnunt  of 
stock  then  prepared  by  him,  and  intended  to  be 
ia'ul  before  this  House,  was  taken ;  he  enswered. 
Thai  before  he  entened  this  stock  in  the  cash , 
book,  he  shewed  the  Sub  and  Deputy  Govern* 
ors,.sir  John  Bloat,  Mr.  Gibbon,  Mr.  Chester, 
and  Mr.  Uolditch,  upon  a  paper^  the  method  in 
which  he  proposed  to  enter  it,  and  had  their 
approbation  thereof,  and  in  that  paper,  the  se- 
veral names  of  the  persons  who  were  to  have 
the  benefit  of  this*  stock  were  mentioned.  That 
he  disposed  of  about  half  of  that  stock,  and  put 
down  the  names  of  the  persons  to  whom  it  was 
disposed  of,  and  that  the  Sub  and  Deputy  Go- 
vernors disposed  of  some,  and  Mr.  Gibbon,  Mr. 
Chester,  and  sir  John  BInot  disposed  of  other 
parts,  and  gave  htm  the  names  of  the  several 
pefsons  to  whom  it  was  disposed  of  by  them ; 
that  he  ,had  not  seen  that  paper  lor  about  six 
nimtbs,  hot  made  op  an  account  of  this  stock 
to  be  lud  before  the  House,  with  the  particuhir 
names,  from  his  meroorv,  and  some  letters,,  and 
by  empiiry  firam  several  of  the  directors,  bro- 
ken^ and  ekrks,  and  that  the  50«000/.  stock  to 
lamer  and  company  was  part  of  the  stock 
^hich  thedirectors  disposed  of.    That  the  cash 
book  was  pasted  in  bhmkby  the  Committee, 
I      fB4  he  betiefed-thttt  no  objection  was  made  to 
l^  nor  ady  such  reMon  given,  as  that  the  per- 
1      vaas  nanMs  were  not  proper  to  be  made  public 
f.     ttdMttkne;  aaddemedthar  hesaid,rliatifthe 
kaipaiied,  the  fttock  would  be  wdl  disposed 


of;  but  owned,  that  he  did  not  think  it  proper 
to  enter  the  names  of  the  members  of  parlia- 
ment who  had  any  part  of  this  stock  in  the 
cash  book ;  and  that  it  was  the  general  opinio^ 
of  the  ^ntlemen  then  prcseaty  that  it  was  not 
pntper  the  names  should  be  mentioned ;  and 
he  said,  that  such  members  did  not  know  that 
it  was  the  Company's  stock;  that  the  names  of 
all  the  members  of  parliament,  who  had  part  of 
this  stocky  are  not  set  down  in  this  account 
framed .  by  him,  bectuise  be  was  not  certain 
who  the  persono'were ;  tliat  it  was  declared  by 
the  directors,  that  the  Sub  and  Deputy  Go- 
vernors should  have  the  care  of  theMbeme, 
virkh  a  liberty  of  taking  to  their  assistance  such 
others  of  the  directors  as  they  should  think  fit.- 

Mr.  Knight  being  here  pressed  to  produce 
his  letters  and  papers,  and  to .  declare  more 
particularly,  what  he  knew  ot  the  disposition 
of  this  uock,  desired  leave  to  attend  the  Hotise 
oCPeers^  according  to  their  order,  the  time  ap- 
pointed being  come,  and  not  havinc  his  papers 
IB  readiness  then.  Your  Committee  intending 
to  proceed  farther  in  his*  examination  on  the 
Monday  following,  and  to  give  him  time  40 
collect  his  papers  and  accounts,  did  thereupon' 
permit  him  to  go  to  Westminster;  but  Mr. 
Knight  withdrawing  himself  that  Saturday 
evening,  prevented  any  discovery  of  this  im- 
portant affair  firom  his  farther  examination. 

Your  Committee  farther  represent,  that  they 
have  discovered  great  dealings  in  South-Sea 
stock  by  John  Aislabie,  esq.  with  one  broke^, 
Matthew  Weymoodsold,  and  which  account  is 
annexed  to  this  report,  Ko  III. 

And  your  Committee  finding  that  Turner, 
Caswall,  and  company,  had  great  transactioBs 
with  the  Soutb-Sea  Company,  upon  farther  in- 
spection of  their  books,  among  other  remarka- 
ble pass^es  in  the  said  books,  they  fi>und  very 
great  sums  of  money  received  by  Turner  and 
company,  for  the  account  of  £dmnnd  WaUer , 
esq.  (son-in-law  of  John  Aislabie,  esq.  late 
Chaitcellor  of  the  Exchequer)  and  paid  out  to 
iihn,  or  his  order,  between  the  S8th  day  of 
March  last,  and  the  21st  day  of  November  ibl- 
lowinf,  amounting  to  794,451  ^  15s.  9d,.  mad 
your  Committee  also  found  a  considerable 
quantity  of  South-Sea itock  bought  and  soU  tn 
the  name  of  the  said  Mr.  .Waller;  andinlfan 
general  accounts  of  stock  of  Turner  and  com* 
panv,  it  appears,  that  there  wee  n  hnlanco 
ofn>600^due  to  the  said  Mr.  Waller  ftom 
Turner  and  company  ;  for  securing  which  sum. 
Turner  and  company  entered  into  bonds  the 
96th  of  Novembec  last,  foV  18  months  finom 
the  84th  of  September  ilhen  past;  tha^  is  lo 
sav,  one  hoqd  for  44,600^.  to  the  said  EdoHNid 
Waller,  and  one  other  bond  to  Tbooias  Wed-« 
dell,  esq.  for  88,000^  Whereupon  your  Coa^ 
mittee  ordered  Mr.  WaUer,  and  Mr.  WeddeH, 
to  attend  them :  but  they  have  net»  as  yet,  had 
an  oppertuniTf  of  examining  Mr.  WaU^,  hj 
reason  of  his  indiapositbn  ;  but  Mr.  WeddeM 
attending  your  Committee  wae  examined,  and 
did  inlbrro  {beoi,  tbet  about  the  end  of  Octo- 
ber, or  beginaii^  of  Noreinbe£4M^  U^  W^l- 

igitizedbyCjOOgle 


aoqumioted  the  eiaminuity  Umt 

jInMt  for  John  Aiskbie.  etq.  and  he  was  after* 


tbt  CM^aiiy  aoU,  OS  tJbe  itnM  «ydi  the  »d 
difcctow  pteHMJtd  to  cipact,  leoLSaaASit 
rtock  »oald  1hm«  been  woftk  boi  541 1  or  tkn- 
AboatSy  aappOMDg  tba  mos^  of  iba  md  km 
tabacr^ooos,  and  tbe  moaay  for  tba  naai^ 
iaf  ilocfcy  (whicb  to§ccbar  aNNdd  haf  lanasi 
ad  to  9O5)K09,4O1/.)  had  beea  aU  faidia. 

Tbatoa  the  30th  day  of  Await  latt,  the 
ooait  of  difeclion  of  the  Soatb-Sea  Caapnj 
caaw  to  a  fa>alu|iott  («bidi  on  the  M  ^ 
of  Septeaaber  last  waa  conimied  bj  a  g^ 
Beral  ooaK)  to  deckre  a  dtvideMl  of  SOf.  per 
cent,  to  be  ouide  at  Cbiiftaiaey  17^  aa^ 
of  Bol  leaa  than  50^  per  ceat.  per  ana.  ht 
DOC  lew  thaa  IS  years  to  coose  ftoB  tint 
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litdesbttd  IdntQtdM  inW/ML  8oadi-8ea 
atock  far  baa,  aad  io  three  days  jafierwards 
tald  hia^  he  bad  aecoaiiafly  tfaaaferfed  it  sa 
the  euuBMwniy  and  desired  hhn  lo  go  to  Turner 
and  oooipaayy  aad  gave  theai  a  deleasaaoe  lor 
ftrapsfomMt  that  stoek  apoa  their  pa>iog 
tl^fiOOL  <  thai  the  exaauaaat  did  mccoidtD^ 
aoeapt  a  iraaslrr  of  the  said  tOfiOOL  sUk± 
irani  Mr.  Waller,  and  ga?e  a  dafcaaaace  for 
tianslerriiig  that  suck  to  Timer  and  compaay, 
arbo  gave  the  asaaiiaaDi  their  hood  for  pay- 
of  tba  said  SSfiOOL  That  Mr.  Waller 
Maminaiity  that  this  was  ia 
1  Aiihihif,  etq. 

>  by  Mr.  Aishibie  hiaMtl^  aad 
says,  that  he  has  Toroer  aad  toaipany^s  bond 
lor  the  Miid  33,000/.  whicb  is  the  proper  oMNiey 
•f  Mr.  AisUibie;  bat  Mr.  Waller's  iodisposi. 
tion  has  prevented  year  Committee  from  lay- 
iag  belore  rhe  IlooftO  in  this  report,  a  asare  fall 
«ocoiMit  relating  to  the  suos  of  794,451/.  15f.  9d. 
before-nientioficd.- 

Uerayoar  comaiittfe  mast  obserf*^  that  in  the 
account  of  ttock  sold,  laid  before  this  House, 
they  found  the  panes  of  seraml  nseoiheffB  of 
this  House  and  of  the  House  of  Peers,  not  cao- 
cerned  in  the  adnunistration,  or  in  the  niaaaga 
ment  of  the  public  rerenaa,  whose  oases  year 
«oinniittee  could  not  partioakrly  exaoMoe,  bat 
must  wait  for  the  consideration  and  direction  of 
the  lionse,  in  what  aMianer  each  examiiiation 
•hall  proceed.  In  the  mean  time,  yaurcoainiitlee 
th^  it  proper  to  acquaint  the  House,  with  d>- 
▼ait  practices«iade  us4  of  t»  raise  the  nomi- 
nal  value  of  Soutli-8ea  stock,  to  that  eatrava- 
,gant  rate  to  which  it  was  afterwards  advaoced, 
above  the  real  and  intrinsic  value  thereof. 

Yoor  coasmittee  find,  that  bj  computatian 
aMde  by  direction  of  your  ooBMnittea  it  appaais, 
that  the  directors  of  the  Soatb-Sea  Coaspany, 
■ught  have  raised  the  whole  sam  stipulated  for 
the  public,  with  a  profit  of  near  one  m^lion  aad 
aa  half  for  the  Mncfit  of  the  proprietorB  oi 
the  old  stock,  without  setting  their  stock  to  sale 
at  aay  higher  price  than  1502.  per  oeat. 

That  after  the  said-  directors  had  taken  in 
ikm  fiisl  moiiey*Babscripiion  at  300(.  p^r  ceat. 
and  the  second  moaev4ubscrtption  at  400/.  per 
osBt.  aad  the  first  sabscripcion  of  the  kmg  <and 
abort  aoauities  at  375/.  per  cent,  the  value  of 
iao/.8outhp9ea  stock  was  bat  ISO/.,  or  tbara- 
abaats^  supposing  the  whole  money  of  the  said 
fine  and  second  subseriptians  X^^oMMuitiog  to 
iMffSOfiOOL)  had  been  sll  paid  in. 

That  the  said  court  of  dirtciWs  did  after- 
wards^praeted  Id  take  io  a  third  and  foarth 
aMoey-aubseripiioa  at  the  rale  of  1,060/.  per 
eaat.  and  a  second  subaartptioa  of  the  Wag  aad 
iboK  aanuities,  and  a  sabscrtplioa  of  the  re- 
deemable debu  at  the  rateof  aaol  per  cent, 
after  which  the  vahie  of  WOL  Sottth<8ea 
Slock  was  bat  33§/.  or  thereabouts,  supposing 
the  whale  moaej  of  the  said  four  mwitt-vi^ 
aeriptions(aniauntiag  to  68^760,000/.)  had  bean 
all  paid  in. 

iWif  aU  the  remaiaiag  p«iblic  debts  bad 
i4ake»  in,.aad  all thargnMiiaiag nodtsaf 


That  soon  after  this  Besolation,  (vti.  at  a  |^ 
aeral  court  held  the  40th  day  of  8spteaiber 
last)  the  sub-goveraar  acqaatoted  the  geaoal 
eaurt,  that  the  affiursof  the  courts  ia  relsiioB 
to  the  price  of  their  stock,  aad  suhsodptios^ 
had  taken  aa  unexpected  tarn,  and  thcrnipM 
propased  their  ^ving  a  power  to  the  court  of 
directors  to  relieve  the  last  subscribers  of  ik 
public  debts,  aad  thepropnetorsof  iheitrohK 
nmoey^subscriptioas,  which  was  accardiDgly 
granted ;  and  at  a  coart  of  directors  heM  the 
flOtli  day  of  September  h^t,  it  was  resolved, 
tJiat  the  said  subscribers  should  have  the  nae 
terms  with  the  Baak,  vis.  that  their  saUcrip- 
tions  shauki  be  reduced  fiom  1,000/.  and  WOL 

Kr  cent,  to  400/.  andthat  ihey  shouM  she 
ve  the  benefit  of  the  Midboauiier  dividrntfof 
lO/L  per  cent,  which  was  accordingly  coafins- 
ed  by  a  g^ieral  court  held  the  aodi  day  of  (be 
same  reaath ;  upoa  which  your  committee  ob^ 
serve  that  it  appears  to  them  very  eitraofdK 
aaiy  that  Ibe  directors  on  the  8tb  dayofSe]>- 
lamber(whea  the  said  hith  dividend  wai  de- 
clared in  a  geaeral  court)  Siould  have  had  ns 
foresight  of  the  torn  which  so  soon  after  (via. 
an  the  90th  dHy  of  the  same  nMMith)  happened 
ia  their  aflairs. 

That  on  the  said  8th  day  of  September,  tk 
sab-goveraor  acqaaioted  t^  general  court,  tbat 
their  directors  had  beeor  unanimous  in  all  tlMir 
pracaedingi,  which  ansoog  other  thla|i^  iodedei 
the  bafore^meatiaaed  se^^ral  sabacnfkiaBS  by 
them  taken  in,  eabept  dM  first  |  and  apea  tbs 
examinatioB  of  the  difactors  it  doth  aat  sp 
pear  to  year  fieaanittar  that  aay  one  of  4^ 
urotasted  Msiast,  or  declared  any  pobhcdiiBeit 
from  any  of  the  saklpracaediniit  aaditappcsn 
that  all  of  them  took  their  shares  ant  propsr- 
tkms  of  the  sufasoriptioas,  whkh  were  idleMed 
for  the  respective  diraataw  to  dispoai  of. 

Aad  your  ceamiittee  have  been  iaiunaad  by 
sir  Theodore  Jaomen,  that  there  was  a  nesl- 
iag  attim  boasa  of  sir  John  Fetfvws,  betwist 
siiteea  of  the  oaart  of^iirectoit,  Mr.  Scerstafy 
Craggs,  and  Mr.  AisUbie,  at  which  tisse  it  wsi 
propoled,  that  a  sabscriptioa  should  be  isfaea 
mataoo/.pereeat.  which  wasaparoaedofby 
Mr.  Secretary  Craggs,  aad  Mr.  Aalabie;  and 
that,  whea  the  said  oompaay  brabr  a|^  it  «ei 
agreed,  that  every  pcrsoa  sboahl  tuvT 
topcoaMtoit;  «bieh  is 
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That«tB  eoorr  ordk«otQ»»  held  tU  IScli  dn^ 
of  Augiwi  iasty  H  was  refol? 6d  to  tak«  ia  m 
fouitb  moQey-subscription  lor  ooe  nuUioa,  at 
the  rate  of  1,000/.  per  cent.  And  at  a  oouit  «f 
dtrectofSy  held  the  toth  of  the  sasse  moatby  a 
was  declared,  that  odod  oasUog  up  the  bookt, 
it  was  fe«od  the  saia  foMth  mooey-^obecrlp* 
tKNif  instead  of  one  millMiiy  was  increased  to 
1»250/XK)/.  whid)  was  occasioaed  by  taking 
the  said  sahsoription  ia  seven!  hooks ;  and  at 
the  beforeiiientioDed  geneml  court,  held  thediJs 
day  of  September  last,  the  sah-Kovcraor  d»» 
dared  the  fourth  money-subscriptioo  was  ooow 
pleated  to  1,350,OOo2.  aad  Jiir.  Knigbt  tb« 
cashier  bath,  in  an  artide  dsted  the  dOth  day 
of  August  last,  and  eutered  in  the  cwih-book, 
foL  19a,^vea  the  Cofrnpaai  ecedit  for  the  Arst 
pajmeat,  made  on  the  4th  suhscriptiea^  wkL 
for  3y500,000A  which  aecouat  was  passed,  and 
allowed  bv  the  committee  of  trea9w%  «o  the 
4tbdajr  at  October  last;  aod  j^  io  the  «o* 
eouiH  of  the  said  fomth  awiey  saVscriptioa 
ddiveved  iate  this  Hovs^  k  is  slated  as 
1,900,000/.  only:  That  uDoa  the  examioaftio* 
of  Mr.  Kaight/and  sei*eral  i$£  the  directors,  ia 
rdatien  lo  the  deficiency  of  the  said  thiDd  aiMl 
fourth  money^eubscriptions,  their  answers  were 
very  uasmisractoiy  t  And  vour  comaiittee  caiK 
Bot  but  obsemr»  that  aa  by  the  b^ore-neo^ 
tioned  additions  to  the  first  two  aaney-eob*. 
scrUHious,  so^e  persons  made  |reat  faius, 
whilst  the  price  of  the  said  sabscnptAons  co»-: 
liaaed  high,  so  when  the  price  of  ^be  sab- 
scriptions  feUt  many  ether  persons  were  h*^ 
voared,  by  haviag  tfaeirsabscrtptiooB  withdrawi^ 
vrbieh  was  the  cause  of  lAie  deficiency. 

TImt  oa  the  second  maBey»s»hsoription^  eadt- 
director  was  aUowed  for  hattself  aiid  friends, 
24,060i.  and  that  the  remmnder  of  the  million 
at  first  resolved  to  be  taken  in,  was  at  the  dit» 
po6:il  of  the  sab  and  depoty  tBareroer);  bofr 
for  wboee  benefit  Hie  addttional  sphkUttplionef 
500/100/.  was  inteadedi,  yonr  oomnuttce  bate, 
not  yet  been  able  to  diaesiVGr. 

That  oa  the  third  monejF-sobsoiiptioa  i^ach 
director  wasaUowed  54,000/.  for  hanself  nnd 
friends,  and  that  several  huge  lists  of  ihenaaMti 
of  persons  were  senC  to  the  sub^goi^mot,  !•. 
be  admitted  into  tlie  said  third  sabseriptmn; 
iQs.  by  the  eari  of  Sanderiand,  irst  ford  CDn»- 
mnsioner  ef  the  treasarv,  a  iist  asoeontioe-  la 
r  1c6t,^tM.  By  John  Aislabie,  esq.  Ime  ehan- 
oellar  of  the  exchequer,  anotheref  -the  iorda  ofi 
tlie  tteasory^  a  list  amouDtinf  ie  75JU01.  By 
James  Cragg8,e8q.  one  of  ms^  mi^esty^s  prin^ 
cipal  secretaries  eif  state,  two  Itsts^  amoni 
to  69SfiOOL  and  by  Charles  Stanhope^ 


flrased  by    the  iaftoMUiioii  4f  sir  Lnmbtrt 
»ackweU. 

And  at  a  court  of  directors,  held  the  ISth 
day  of  April  last,  it  was  resolved,  to  take  in  a 
subscription  for  two  millioos,  atth^  rate  of 
909L  per  cent^  hot  the  same  was  afterwards 
increased,  without  any  previous  resohition^  to 
that  purpose,  to  1^850,000/.  and  yoar  com- 
mittee observe  that  the  inuigtnary  value  of  the 
ssid  aabscriptiops  rose  very  fost;  and  that  thoee 
who  had  the  benefit  of  the  said  additional  sub- 
scription, if  they  sold,  and  disposed'  of  the 
same,  made  very  great  gains  thereby. 

That  at  a  court  of  directors  held  tbeSStbday 
ef  April  last,  it  was  restilved  to  take  in  a  se* 
cend  money-sobscripcion,  at  the  rate  of  400/. 
per  cent,  for  1,000.000/.  but  by  the  accounts 
delitened  into  this  House,  it  appears^  that  the 
said  snbscriptioo  was  for  1,500,000/.  yet  it  does 
not  appear  rbat  there  was  any  previous  Reso^ 
latioa  of  the  court  of  direotoraf  for  the  addi- 
tion of  500,000/.  nor  was  the  said  additma  de* 
dared  till  the  Bib  of  September  hMt,  at  which 
time  the  snb-^KOvcmor  aoqaaiuted  the  genend 
oonrt  thetiewith;  upon  which  jroor  cpnaniitee 
caoaat  bat  obsctve  t^  great  disUnce  of  time 
between  the  taking  in  of  the  second  sahsorip- 
tion at  1,000,000/.  and  the  8rh  of  September, 
when  the  saiae  was  reported  to  the  general  court 
at  1,500,000/.  during  wbidi  interval  the  nni^ 
nary  i^oe  oi  that  sabscription  was  exoessivdy 
iocressed^  whereby  the  persons  who  had  the 
mme,had  tbe  advantage  «f  that  extraordinary 
rise, 

Thatattacoort  of  directors^beld  the'15th 
day  o£  Jane  ksfc,  it  was  resolved  to  take  in  a 
thiid  meney^subscriptton  at  the  rate  ef  tfiOOl, 
per  i;ent.  one  tenth  part  whereof  was  to  be 
paid  down,  at  the  time  of  sabscription;  and  at 
a  conrt  9f  directors  held  the  83d  day  of  the 
nnie  months  the  siib-|eecmor  aocjfnaioted  the 
coort.  that  tbe  said  tim  esoney  subscription 
was  completed,  without  mencioaiBg  to  what 
•uu:  but  at  the  befoee^mentioned  general 
court,  bdd  the  8tb  day  of  September  kst^  he 
declmned  the  same  to  be  for  five  milHons ;  and 
Mr.  Knight,  late  casbierof  the  South  Sea  Com- 
pany, by  an  article  dated  the  80th  day  of  June 
ifist,  in  the  oasb-book,  foi.  185,  ohnrges  the  said 
sum  of  five  miUions  as  received;  which  ac- 
count was  passed,  aad  allowed  1^  tbe  Cobh 
pany*s  coaMpittee  of  treasory,  on,  or  some  tiaie 
after,  the  4lh  day  of  August  last;  and  yet  in 
tba  aocoant  of  the  third  moaey*sobscriptiDn 
delivered  intp  this  Boose,  it  is  stated  at 
4,400^)00/.  only,the  remaining  s«m  of  400,000/. 
being  aotcred  en  the  credit  side  of  the  said 
cash^book-oa  the  19th  of  Deosmber,  IffO,  as 
a  sapfMsed  deficiency  of  the  payment  on  this 
subicription ;  although  it  appears  to  youroma- 
mittee  upon  the  evidence  or  Blr.  Lockyer  and 
others,  that  not  aniy  the  wboleeam  of  ^ 
■uUiens,  bat  even  a  considtsable  eaceedb% 
tfcweon  was  paid  in;  that  agreat  deal  of  msaey 
wasMaidbacktoiaduoewe  sabsmiptiDa  to 
fivemiUimm;  and  that ifaey  bad »OBi|  anoagh 


ooeof  tbe  secretaries  of  the  tinnsMry»  m  hk 
amoualtng  So  49,700/.  which  four  4aat  me** 
tioned  Ksu  amoant  to  987,000/.  p 

Tbht  upea  examination,  it  appears,  that; 
dbcr  lists  bavabeaa  given  in,  as  well  en  tkm/ 
tbkil  at  oa  tbe  saoend  sobseriptien  ;  bat  tha' 
same  bemg  fost  armdshud^  as  yoar  eoattnittee 
have  beta  mformad,  they  are  ihaDffay  disabled, 
at  avweat,  firem  MMdcing  any  jepart  tbereoa.* 
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tioQ  hath  been,  given  mtto  Joh»  AMabie,  esq. 
about  eight  or  len  days  afWr  the  openmg  of  that 
iubscriptiony  at  which  time  the  subscnptions 
were  at  an  advanced  price,  of  about  401  per 
cent,  and  soon  after  rose  vastly  higher. 
.  I'hat  it  ^h  not  AppeafT  to  your  committee 
that  any  of  the  persons,  who  had  the  honour  (o 
s^rve  his  majesty  in  the  trefisnry,  or  any  other 
part  of  the  adminbtration,  nsed  any  endeavours 
to  pMvenC  the  directors  ef  theSontb-Sea  Com- 
pany from  Ukking  in  substcriptions  at  (be  afore^ 
said  eitravagant  prtoes ;  hut,  on  the  contrary, 
it  doth  appear,  that  some  of  them,  by  the  lists 
chey  gave  in  aforesaid,  did  not  only  enoouraee 
mid  promote  the  said  subscriptions,  bat  did 
greatly  enlarge  the  same. 
•  Your  committee  observing  that  sir  John  Fel- 
l««re,  late  sab  governor  of  the  Sovtb-Sea  Com- 
panvidid  at  a  general  court  of  thesaidCompany, 
beldf  the  31st  day  of  April,  1720,  acquaint  that 
court,  that  tbe  design  of  the  government's 
million  of  Exchequer  bills  to  be  lent  to  the 
Company,  by  virtue  of  the  late  act  of  parlia- 
ment for  issning  Eicheqoer  bills,  to  be  circu- 
lated at  or  near  the  Exoheqeer,  was  to  enable 
llie  Company  to  lend  money  upon  their  stock ; 
and  finding  that  by  order  of  the  court  of  direc- 
tors of  the  said  Company  the  same  had  been  so 
lent  out,  your  committee  proceeded  to  enquire 
into  this  idfair. 

And  on  exami»«t:oo  of  Mr.  Robert  Knight, 
late  cashier  of  the  said  Company,  he  d^lared, 
that  he  did  not  repiimber  that  any  application 
was  made  by  the  djreotors  to  have  those  bills 
issoed ;  but  tbbt  the  first  discoorse  of  this  mat- 
ter.was  by  John  Aislabie,  e«q.  then  chancellor 
•f  the  excheouer,  a  week  before  the  proposals 
of  the  Sooth-Sea  Company  were  otfered  tu  rthis 
House ;  chat  Mr.  Aislabie  said,  it  would  be 
more  acceptable  to  have  tbese  bills  circalaied 
itt  the  Exobeqiser,  than  to  send  them  to  the 
Bank  or  elsewhere,  and  that  the  company  might 
ofibrd  to  circulate  ihcm  for  nothing,  they  being 
to  be  lent  to  the  Company  to  enable  them  to 
ececate  their  scheme.  'Aiat  the  examinant 
be^ed,  the  intention  of  lending  the  said  bills 
opon  stock,  bad  been  commumcated  to  Mr. 
AsJabie,  (and  that  be  the  examinant)  on  his 
attending  at  the  treasury  to  solicit  the  issuing 
of  tbese  bills,  did  mention  that  design,  and 
nofver  heard  that  the  treasurt  disapprei^  of  it. 

That  sir  John  Blunt  declared,  it  would  be 
better  to  employ  those  bills  in  the  lending  upon 
•tock,  thanin  paying  off  the  redeemables,  which 
would  take  up  more  time. 

Hetenpon  your  committee  examining  sir  John 
FeUowt,  he  said,  that  he  and  others  of  the  di- 
reotors  ueated  wiih  Mr.  Aislahie  and  others  at 
the  tret^urv,  aliout  the  issuing  the  said  £x- 
^eqoy  bills ;  but  that  it  was  first  proposed  to 
Mr.  Aislabie,  and  the  examinant  believed,  it 
woalit  first  meationed  by  sir  John  Bluut,  in  a 
committee  of  the  directors,  and  that  it  was  the 
fOAerai  opinion  of  the  directoca. 

■  Year  ctHumittee  examining  sir  John  Bl|mt 
upon  this  transaction,  he  dedorad,  that  he  spoke 
to  Mr.  Aialobit  to  hasten  thi  iiraiig  of  the 


said  bills ;  and- that  hioMolf,  or  some  other  of 
the  directors  acquainted  Mr.  AiUnbie,  mi  be 
believes  nc  the  treaMiry,  with  the  Company'* 
design  to  lend  Uiem  upon  stook ;  that  k  did  not, 
at  first,  arise  fi*om  tlie  dirt*ctors,  but  tlmt  it  trat 
intimated  to  them  before,  or  very  «oa«  aiier 
the  Company*s  proposals  were  (aid  before  the 
House,  by  some  uf  tlie  treasury,  and  oa  reonl. 
lection,  the  examinant  said  it  was  bj  Mr. 
Aislabie,  to  enable  the  Company  to  carry  oo 
their  scheme,  and  thereby  to  raise  the  fuice  ef 
tbeir  stock,  the  borrowers  bcwg  enabled  to 
buy  stock. 

Thst  by  the  book  of  loans  delivered  kao 
this  House,  it  appears  •  that  the  sum  of 
9,OS9,936/.  lit.  WAS  lent  to  several  peroensoa 
the  security  of  S,563,117/.  17f.  5d.  stock:  and 
that  the  taither  sum  of  3,319,089/.  wosleor  on 
the  security  of  773,600/.  sabscriptioo-reoeipts ; 
the  money  so  lent,  and  still  remaining  due, 
amounting  in  the  whole  to  the  aum  of 
11,«69,025/.  lit. 

That  by  several  tesolotions  of  the  comt  of 
directors  of  the  9tst  of  April,  the  dOtb  of  May, 
and  the  9th  of  June  lost,  for  three  several 
loons,  it  appears,  that  the  sum  resolved  by 
them  to  be  lent  oo  stock*  from  the  l^lat  of 
April,  to  the  31st  of  May,  was  limited  to 
500,000/.  in  the  whole,  aud  that  not  meie 
than  d,000/.  should  be  lent  to  any  one  person, 
and  euoh  loan  to  beonly  at  the  rate  of  950/.  oa 
100/.  stock ;  that  from  the  2Qth  of  May  to  the 
9ch  of  June«  she  rule  of  lending  was  at  the  rau 
of  300/.  on  lOOl  stock,  and  that  not  more  than 
$fiOOL  shoiild  be  lent  to  any  one  person;  and 
fiova  the  9th  of  June^  the  rule  of  lending  was 
at  400/.  on  100/.  stock,  and  that  ootmooe 
than  4,000/.  should  he  lent  to  any  one  person. 

That  on  examination  of  the  book  of  loans,  it 
appears,  that  on  the  first  loan,  the  roles  of 
lending  were  greatly  exceeded,  vix.  That  there 
was  lent  in  the  whole  943,631/.  more  tbao  tbe 
sum  of  500,0Q0/.  to  which  the  said  loan  was 
confined.  Tliat  the  excess  above  S60/.  on  lOOl 
stoc)L,  amounts  to  316,740/.  and  the  ezces 
above  5,000/.  to  one  person,  amounta  in  the 
whole  to  779,931/.  That  on  the  second  loan  the 
excess  above  the  rat^  of  300/.  on  100/.  stock 
amounts  to  30,750/.  and  the  excess  ahove 
3,000/.  to  one  person,  amounts  in  the  whole  to 
169,0^5/.  And  thut  on  the  tlnrd  loan,  the  ex- 
cess above  400/.  oo  100/L  stock  amonots  ta 
59,413/.  and  the  excess  above  the  rale  of 
4,000/.  to  one  person,  amounts  in  the  whole, 
to  1,447,677/.  For  the  particulars  of  aUf  whick, 
your  oommiuee  refer  to  the  book  marked  ^o. 
4,  in  which  the  same  are  distinctly  expressed, 
and  the  resolutions  of  the  general  coorty  and 
court  of  directors,  in  relation  to  looosy  ore 
transcribed. 

That  your  committee  do  not  find  any  reso- 
lution, either  of  a  general  court,  or  a  court  of 
directors,  for*  lending,  money  on  sobocriptioa- 
reoeipts;  but  by  the  examinatioDs  wluoh  they 
have  takeo^  it  appears  that  Mr.  Kiugbt,  the 
late  cashier  of  the  South-Sea  Cnm^ny,  i 
hit  luwkr  coihier  and  dffksi  b}L  bit  I ' 

-igitized  by  Google 


937]         FARL.  HISTORY,  7  Gkoboe  L  1721.-^^^  South  Sea  Con^ai^.         [738 


did  lend  money  on  the  snbscn'ption-receiptSy  by 
verbal  ordert'  firom  the  directors  of  toe  said 
company,  and  under  colour  of  an  order  of  a 
general  coun,  made  the  ^Ist  of  April  1720|  to 
empower  the  cioort  of  directors  from  time  to 
time,  as  they  shall  see  for  the  interest  of  the 
company,  to  lend  any  sam  or  sums  of  the  com- 
pany's money,  on  the  company's  -present^  and 
to  be  increased,  capital  stock ;  and  to  do  all 
tuch  matters  and  tilings,  as  they  should  judge 
roost  for  the  good  of  toe  company. 

But  your  ^committee  find,  that  by  the  second 
by-law  of  the  said  company,  relating  to  the 
keeping  the  cash  of  the  company,  it  was  or-y 
dained,  that  the  cash  of  the  corporation  should 
from  time  to  time  be  kept  under  three  several 
locks,  with  difierent  wards,  the  keys  of  ijiphich 
to  be  kept,  one  by  the  cashier,  and  th6  other 
two  by  such  of  the  governor,  sub-goyeraor,  de- 
paty-govemor,  or  directors,  as  the  said  court 
should  fh>m  time  to  time  appoint,  except  such 
sum  or  sums  as  the  court  of  directors  should 
think  necessary  to  let  remain  in  the  custody  of 
the  cashier;  and  no  money  relating  to  the 
trade  or  affairs  of  the  said  company  should  be 
disposed  of,  without  an  order  of  the  said  court 
of  dhrectors;  and  that  the  interest  and  all  other 
Advantages,  arising  and  erowing  upon  the  cash 
of  the  stfid  companyyshould  be  brought  to  the  ac- 
count of  the  said  company.  However,  it  appears 
that  the  said  loans  on  subscriptions  were  gene- 
irally  known,  and  never  objected  against,  by 
any  of  the  directors^  in  a  general  court,  or  in 
any  court  of  directors. 

That  on  the  said  loans  on  stock,  the  stock 
wfis  transferred  to  persons  for  that  purpose  no- 
minated, in  the  sam^  manner  as  if  the  same 
bad  been  absolutely  sold,  without  any  defeaz- 
ance  on  the  part  orthe  company,  or  of  the  per- 
sons to  whom  the  stock  was  transferred,  for  re- 
transferring  the  same,  on  repayment  of  the 
money,  nor  was  any  covenant  or  other  8ecu« 
rity  taken,  for  repayment  from  ihe  borrowers, 
except  the  stock  so  transferred ;  nor  doth  there 
app<»r  any  distinction  between  the  said  trans- 
fers on  loans,  and  the*  other,  transfers,  which 
were  made  of  stock  absolutely  purchased,  on 
a06ottnt  of  the  company ;  upon  which  your 
committee  observe,  that  it  was  in  the  power  of 
the  persons  to  whom  the  said  pawned  stock  was 
transferred,  to  dispose  thereof  at  any  time,  as 
they  thought  fit,  when  the  price  of  stock  was 
high,  and  to  replace  the  same  when  it  fell. 

And  your  Committee  do  find,  that  on  the 
19tb  day  of.October  last,  the  said  Mr.  Knight, 
to  %^om  the  said  pawned  stock  was  mnsferred, 
did,  pursuant  to  an  order  of  the  Court  of 
I>irectors,  transfer  stock  to  the  amount  of 
d,141,867/.  17f.  5d.  to  sir  Harcoort  Masters, 
col.  Hugh  Raymond,  Edward  Gibbon,  and 
John  G^re,  trustees,  for  that  purpose,  nomi- 
nated by  die  Court  of  Directors,  in  whose  names 
the  tame  now  remains;  but  the  sum  is  431,250/. 
i^rt  of  the  aforesaid  sum  of  9,^63,117/.  17«.  5d.  , 
which  irmentioned  in  the  said  hook  of  loans, 
t#have  been  pledged  for  the  security  of  the  re- 
pmnent  «f  tbe  aforesaid  torn  of  9;039|9d6/. 

Vot.  VII. 


lit.  fi*om  which  it  is  evident,  that  the  said  sum 
of  431,S50/.  of  the  stock  mortgaged  or  pawned 
on  loans,  as  aforesaid,  has  been  sold,  or  otherwise 
disposed  of,  by  the  trustees,  or  agents  of  the 
South  Sea  Company ;  and  till  replaced,  cannot 
be  re-transferred  to  those,  by  whom  tiie  same 
was  pawned  or  mortgaged :  Upon  which  your 
Committee  observe,  how  easy  it  was  for  tbe 
trustees  of  the  company  to  have  sold  the  said 
^  stock  when  it  was  at  high  prices,  and  to  have 
replaced  the  same  again  when  it  fell ;  for  on 
examination  it  appears,  that  there  was  no 
distinct  and  separate  account  kept  of  the  said 
mortgaged  and  pawned  stock, nor  was  the  same 
arty  ways  distingij^ished  from  the  other  stock  of 
those  persons,  to  whom  it  was  at  first  trans^ 
ferred.  , 

That  as  to  the  said  sum  of  S,319,0&7/.  lent 
on  773,600/.  subscription  receipts,  it  appears  by 
the  aforesaid  book  of  loaps,  that  the  general 
rule  of  lending  was  at  the  rate  of  300/.  on  100 
subscription  receipts ;  hut  excluding  firom  the 
said  loans  on  subscriptions  the  two  great  loans, 
the  one  to  the  million- bank,  and  the  other  to 
Turner  and  company,  the  loans,  to  the  other 
borrowers,  will  at  an  average  come  out  above 
300  per  cent*  It  appears  that  on  the  first  sub- 
scription receipu,  at  the  time  of  the  said  lend* 
ing,  there  was  paid  in  only  from  90/.  to  120/^ 
per,  cent,  and  on  the  second  subscription  re« 
ceipts  generally  40/.  and  on  some  few  80/.  per 
cent,  but  how  much  more  there  hath  been  paid 
in  since,  or  whether  all  the  said  subscription  re- 
ceipts, on  which  money  was  lent,  be  now  re- 
maming  in  the  custody  of  any  person  for  the 
security  of  the  company,  your^  Committee  can* 
not  at  present  discover;  the  receipts  not  bay- 
ingbeen  asyet*produced  to  them. 

That  it  appears  that  Turner  and  company 
were  employed  by  the  directors,  to  lend  on^ 
500,000/.  on  subscription  receipts,  and  that 
they  accordingly  lent  150,000/.  on  such  re* 
ceipts,  after  the  rate  of  190/.  per  cent,  on  tbe 
first  subscription,  and  40/.  per  cent,  on  the  se- 
cond. But  such  rates  bein^  by  the  said  direc- 
tors thought  too  low,  the  naid  Turner  and  com- 
pany were  ordered  to  proceed  no  farther  ia 
disposing  of  the  remaining  part  of  the  said 
500$00ol  and  were  tol^  at  tbe  same  time,  that  by 
lending  at  such  low  rates  on  subscriptions,  they 
were  ^uinio^  the  6t6ck.  And  it  also  appears, 
that  Mr.  Knight  did  issue  a  considerable  sum  to 
be  duposed  of  by  brokers,  for  the  refusal  of 
South  Sen  stock  at  certain  times,  at  verj 
high  prices ;  and  likewise,  that  on  the  declen- 
sion of  the  price  of  the  stock,  large  sums  we're 
issued  to  purchase  stock  on  account  of  the 
company,  at  very  high  prices;  and  part  of  tbe 
stock  then  bought,  appears  to  have  belonged 
to  some  of  the  directors  of  tbe  said  company  s 
and  although  your  Committee  are  not  yet  pre- 
pared to  set  tms  matter  in  a  full  light,  they  can^ 
not  but  observe,  that  the  said  directors,  in  all 
their  proceedings  in  the  execution  of  their 
scheme,  appear  to  have  had  cbiefly  in  view  the 
raising  and  supporting  the  imaginary  value  of 
the  stock,  at  an  txtraya|aiit  and  high  price^  for 
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the  benefit  of  themselvef ,  and  whose  wbe  were 
in  the  secret  with  them. 

That  as  to  the  aforesaid  Joans  on  subscnpUon 
receipts,  it  appears,  there  were  no  defeaaarvccs 
executed, by  those  with  whom  the  receipts 
were  deposited,  for  a  re-delirery  of  the  same, 
on  repayment  of  the  money,  nor  any  security 
given  by  the  borrowers,  besides  the  receipts  by 
them  so  delivered ;  nor  doth  any  thing  else  ap- 
pear to  distin^ish  the  receipts  so  pledged,  from 
such  receipts  as  Were,,  or  might  have  been,  ab- 
solutely sold  to  the  company;  foe  all  the  said 
receipts  were  made  out  In  one  same,  viz.  Jo- 
seph Safford,  and  bv  his  indorsement  the 
bearer  became  intitled  to  the  property  thereof; 
upon  which  yonr  Committee  observe,  the  se- 
curity of  the  company,  as  to  the  money  lent  on 
the  safd  subscription  receipts,  is  more  precari- 
ous than  the  loans  on  stock ;  for  by  the  transfiw 
book  it  might  appear  by  whom  such  stock  was 
transferred;  but  it  hath  not  yet  appeared  to 
your  Committee  that  any  books  have  been  kept, 
or  entries  made,  of  the  names  of  the  persons  to 
whom  such  loans  have  been  made  on  sabscrip- 
tion  receipts :  and  your  Committee  do  farther 
observe,  that  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  persons, 
with  whom  such  subscription  receipts  were  d<- 
posited)  to  sell  the  6ame  at  high  prices,  and  to 
replace  them  again  when  the  price  h\\,  Antf 
upon  the  whole  it  doth  appear  to  your  Commit- 
tee that  the  said  loans  on  stock  and  on  subscrip- 
tions bdve  been  managed  with  the  utmost  negli- 
gence, with  I'espect  to  the  interest  of  the  com 
pany,  and  were  contrived  for  the  raising  and 
keeping  up  the  price  of  stock  at  an  extravagant 
height. 

Before  your  Committee  conclude  this  report, 
they  think  It  proper  to  observe,  that  it  has  ap- 
peared to  them  throughout  their  examination, 
that  Mr.  Knight,  cashier  of  the  South  Sea  Com- 
pany, was  principally  concerned  in  their  most 
secret  transactmns.  And  your  Committee  have 
been  informed  by  sir  Theodore  Janssen,  soon 
after  Mr.  Knight's  withdrawing  himself,  tbat 
upon  his  pressing  Mr.  Knight,  Kwo  or  three  dsys 
before  he  went  away,  to  make  a  discovery  of 
whatsoever  he  knew  relating-  to  the  whole  pro- 
ceedings; Mr.  Knight  answered,  that  if  he 
•bould  disclose  all  he  knew,  it  would  open  such 
«  scene  as  the  world  would  be  surprized  at. 

Your  Committee  having  made  this  progress  in 
their  enquiry^  have  thought  themselves  oblic;ed 
to  lay  this  report  before  the  House;  and  will 
proceed  in  their  farther  examination  of  the 
matters  referred  to  them,  with  the  utmost  dili- 
gence. 

To  this  First  Report  was  annexed  an  Appen- 
dix, the  most  material  parts  of  which  are,  as 
follow : 

At  foUo  121.— March  30, 1720.  To  South- 
Sea  stock,  for  15,000/.  sold  305,  to  answer  the 
1700/.  per  annum  on  the  other  side, — 45,750/. 

Note,  The  1700/.  on  the  credit  side,  is  thus 
enter^.  By  annuities  for  99  years  bought  of 
the  duke  of  Portland,  lord  de  la  War,  aud  the 
Honourable  John  West,  esq.;  1700/.  per  ann. 


at  27  years,  45,000^  with  interest  ffom  €hni-  | 
mas  to  Lady-day,  4£5/.  the  sanie  \^a%  aik- 
scribed  into  the  capital  stock  of  tbe  SoaiMei 
company,  in  the  name  of  Eobert  Saraas,  is 
trust  for  the  company. 

Appendix  No.  11. 

lo  the  stock  ledger,  book  F.  commencing  tk 
25th  of  December,  1719. 

A 
Charles  Stangape^  esq. ;  Debtor. 
Fol.99.  1720.— Junellth.  Tocasb, 
fc^r  22,000  South-Sea,to  R.  Knigbtand 

E.  Surman's  order 202,93C 

To  ditto  28,000  ditto  to  J.  ^tokesV 
account  .    .     4 172,770 


(50,000/.) 


£.^hff» 


Per  Contra  Creditor,     1720. 
June  24.    By  balance  for     .     .    .    50/MO 

South' Sea,  carried  to  No.  G.Eol.  6S,- ^ 

£Sr5jM 


In  the.  stock  Udgcr^  G.  comaMBcing  the  Mtk 
of  June,  1720. 

B 

Chariot  Stasgape,  esq. ;  l>eUor. 

62.— 1720,  June  24.  To  balance  on  SOfiOOi 

Sonth'S^A^fhm  T.C.  and  Co.  f  o.  99>-*-^5,OO0i. 

B 

Per  Contra  Creditor.    1700. 

Nov.  4.  ByJ.SawbridgeandCo.for5d^ 

South-sea  to  their  aocount,  Fo.  7, — ZtS/KOl, 

Aug.  20.  To  Midsummer  dividend  5j000l. 
ditto.— 55,000/. 

John  Maddy,  cashier  to  Turner  and  oossps- 
ny,  said  that  the  entries  in  the  getteral|.•rdes^ 
ing  book,  letter  C;  at  fol.  110,  vix. 

2600  South-sea  to  Robert  Sunnan,  dehit  M 
note,  27  April. 

10>000  ditto  to  R.  Xnigjkt,  full  note  4tlrof 
June. 

.  10,000  ditto  to  ditto,  foil  40/)00>  note  18 
April, 

did  import,  that  the{>erBon  named  tliereChtiltf 
Stangape,  did  adiver  to  Turner  and  compsoy, 
the  sereral  notes  of  Robert  Sunnan  and  Robert 
Knight,  for  the  ddivery  of  those  respectif  e  pl^ 
eels  of  Soath-sea  stock  to  him,  which  notei 
Turner  and  company  accepted  as  so  nn^fc 
stock  transferred  to  tbem,  by  which  they  couM 
have  the  same  upon  the  said  notes. 

Robert  Surman  also  did  oonfoss,  that  diost 
entries  did  import,  and  might  be  understood  ii 
explained  above  by  John  Maddy ;  this  exaai* 
nant  and  Mr.  Knight  having  used  to  subsdb^ 
and  deliver  out  such  notes,  for  South-See steet 
to  be  accordiogly^delivered ;  but  said,  that  sa* 
entries  mi^ht  likewise  hnply,  tbat  tbe  peraoS) 
named  Charies  Stangape, had  notes Ibr  stock* 
that'value,  given  by  Turner  and  compSDTW 
theeiamiiiaitt^^(bo  Robert  Koighc;  wW 
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MffC  of  notes  Mn  Knigbt  frequently  Mcepted 
hvsk  Tiurifte  asd  oompaBjr,  wid  delivered  oul 
as  stocky  instead  of  uuikiag  actual  transfers. 


The  aaid  Report  was  ordered  to  be  printed, 
and  taken  iato  coosida'ationy  on  the  18tb  in* 


Resoiutians  of  the  Commons  on  the  Petition 
^the  South-Sea  Companf^A  Feb.  ir.  The 
Commons,  in  a  committee  of  the  whole  Hoase, 
considered  of  the  king's  Message  relating  to  (be 
Soulh-Sea  Company's  Petition, and  came  to  the 
following  Resolations,viz.  1.  •'That  the  payment 
of  the  sum  of  4,156,306/.  45.*^  l\d,  due  to  the 
public,  bj  the  South-Seit  Company,by  virtue  of 
the  Act  of  the  last  session  of  parliament,  and 
made  payable  within  oneyear,  by  four  ouarrerly 
payments,  commencing  the  25th" March,  172 f, 
be  farther  postponed  to  the  year  1722 ;  and  that 
farther  provision  be  made  tor  the  more  etfectual 
paynjent  thereof.  2.  That  the  repayment  of 
the  ium  of  1,000,000,  which  was  lent  to  the. 
Soutb^^a  Company,  on  the  7th  of  June,  1720, 
be  postponed  to  the  7th  June  1722."— These 
Resolutions  were  agreed  to  by  the  House ;  and 
it  was  thereupon  ordered,  that  it  be  an  Instruc- 
siou  Co  the  Committee  of  the  ^hole  House,  to 
whooi  the  In^raftiag  Sill  was  committed,  that 
^y  have  power  to  receive  a  clause  or  clauses 
pursuant  to  the  said  Resolutions. 

Raeiuiiont  of  the  Commons  on  the  First  Re- 
foH  of  the  Commitiee  tf  Secrecy.]-  Feb.  18. 
ibeSerieiiBtatAmis  wasordered  to  sunmoa  the 
»cibcr»  in  the  places  adjacent,  to  attend  the 
aemce  of  the  {louse,  who  then  proceeded  to 
tike  the  Repon  from  the  Committee  of  Secrecy 
m»  consideration ;  and  after  some  speecbee 
OB  die  several  parts  of  it,  the  Jioose  came  una- 
t»  the  several  following  RetplutioBS I 


**  1.  That  the  late  sok-govemor,  deputy  go* 
wnor,  and  divectors  of  the  Sooth  Sea  Compa^ 
oy,  aad  their  ottcers,  and  their  aiders  and 
tfaettots^  m  lending  eat  the  Coa^ny's  mooey, 
apon  itock  aad  subscriptions,  witboat  taking 
■fident  security  for  repaymeot  thereof,  have 
keeageilty  of  a  notorioas  breach  o€  truet,  aad 
hove  thereby  occasioned  great  loss  to  the  Com- 
paaj^  lor  winch  they  oogbt  to  make  satisfaction 
•at  of  their  own  estates. 

**  9.  That  tbe  selling  or  disposing  of  nock, 
or  lobseripiXDna  transferred  or  depottled,  as  a 
fecarity  for  the  repayotenc  of  tb^  monej  so  lent, 
vasnaotorioas  breach  nf  the  trust  reposed  in 
the  said  sub -governor,  deputy  goveriior,  direc* 
lara^  aad  their  officers,  and  a  fraud  on  tbe  pro- 
piwiB,  in  order  to  enrich  themselves,  for 
which  tbey  ought  to  make  satis&ction  out  of 
iMr  own  estates. 

^  d.  That  the  taking  in  or  holding,  of  stock 
by  the  South  Sea  Company,  for  tbe  benefit  of 
lAy  iMttber  of  either  HoQseef  Parlhimeot,  or 
V^non  eoaoerocd  in  the  administration,  (du* 
^^  the  tune  that  the  Company's  poposals,  or 
w  'laSl  thereto  itila(iogr  WtM  dependinf  k 


parUaaaeot)  witboiit  an^  valuable  consideratioKi 
paid*  or  sufficient  security  given  for  'the  accept 
tance  of,  or  payment  fer  such  stock  ;  and  the 
Company's  paying  or  allowing  sfech  person  the 
difference  arising  by  the  advanced  price  of  the 
stocks,  were  corrOpt,  infamous,  and  dangeraua 
practices,  and  highly  reflectinie  on  the  honour 
and  justice  of  puliaments,  and  destructive  of 
the  interest  of  his  majesty*s  government. 

*'  4.  That  any  of  the  Directors  of  tbe  South 
Sea  Company,  selling  their  own  stock  at  high 
prices,  to  the  Company  or  others,  at  the  same 
tise  that  they  gave  orders  for  baying  stock 
upon  account  of  the  Company,  under  pretence 
of  keeping  up  the  nominal  value  of  the  said  \ 
stock,  was  a  scandalous  practice^  tending  to 
inrich  themselves,  to  the  great  loss  and  detri- 
ment of  the  Company,  and  of  others  of  his  ma-' 
jesty's  subjects,  for  which  they  ought  to  make 
satisfaction  out  of  their  own  estates. 

"  5.  That  the  declaring  a  dividend  of  30  per 
cent,  for  Chnstmas  last,  and  not  less  than  50 
per  cent,  per  annum  for  not  less  than  12  years 
after,  was  an  infamous  contrivance  to  give  his 
majesty's  subjects  false  notions  of  the  value  of 
the  said  stock,  that  the  late  directors  might 
more  easily  dispose  of  their  own  stock  at  eior« 
bitant  prices. 

"  6.  That  the  setting  itd  stocl  of  tbe 
SoatbSea  Compan^^n  s^e;  oy  Subscriptions  at 
high  prices,  abovc<  the  intrinsic  Value  of  the 
same,  by  the  late  sub- governor,  deputy  go> 
vemor,  and  directors  of  tbe  said  Company, 
was  a  gross  and  notorious  fraud,  and  has  been 
one  great  cause  of  the  sinking  of  the  public 
credit,  and  bringing  upon  the  nation  the  dis^ 
tress  it  at  present  labours  under. 

**  7.  That  the  advising  the  late  sub-governor, 
aad  directors  of  the  South  Sea  Company^  to 
set  the  stook  of  tbe  said  Company  to  sale 
by  subscriptions  at  liigh  and  extravagant  * 
prices,  or  to  declare  the  high  and  extravagant 
dividends  for  Christmas  last,  and  12  years  aAer, 
by  any  persons  in  tbe  administration,  was  a 
notorious  bteach  of  the  trast  reposed  in  them^ 
to  theprejudice  of  his  majesty's  government, 
and  tbe  interest  of  this  kin^lom.'^ 

Then  tbe  farther  consideration  of  the  said 
Report  was  adionmed  to  tbe  21st  following,       ^ 
when,    alter  some   time  spent  thereii),    the 
Conomons  came  to  the  fortfier  unanimous  Re- 
solutions that  follow : 

<<  8.  That  the  entry  in  the  cash-book  of  tbe 
South  Seacompany  of  574,500/.  stock  pretend^ 
to  be  sold  for  1,213,575/.  between  the  4th  of  Fe* 
bmary,  1719,  and  the  12th  of  April  following^  . 
was  contrived  with  a  design  to  conceal  the 
names  of  persons,  for  whose  benefit  stock  wa» 
taken  in  by  the  said  Company. 

*^  9*  ^at  every  person  for  whom  stock  was 
taken  in.  or  held,  soch  stock  being  part  of  thd 
574y500/.  pretending  to  be  sold  hy  the  Sootb 
Sea  Company,  from  the  4th  day  of  FebruanF, 
1718,  to  tbe  12th  day  of  April  following,  with- 
out money  paid,  or  sufficient  security  given^ 
for  the  acceptance  of,  and  payment  for  such 
stocky  beoUiged  t<^pay  to  the  said  Copopanj 
I  2 
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all  such  sums  of  monejr  as  have  been  received 
by  way  of  difference,  or  otherwise^  for  such 
stock  uken  hi  or  held  as  aforesaid. 

«  10.  That  ttie  addition  of  $50,000/.  to  the 
first  money  subscription,  after  it  had  been  de- 
darc  d  to  have  been  opened  for  two  millions, 
and  the  addition  of  500,000/.  to  the  second 
money  subscription,  after  it  bad  been  declared 
to  be  opened  for  one  million,  were  fraudulently 
oontrived  to  g^ive  corrupt  advantages  to  par* 
ticular  pei^sons,  and  were  injurious  to  public 
credit. 

<<  11.  That  a  Bill  be  brought  in  for  the  relief 
of  the  unhappy  8u£ferers  in  the  South  Sea  Com- 
pany.*' 


Second  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Se- 
crecy ON  the  Proceedings  of  the  South 
Sea  Company.]  Feb.  25.  Mr.  Brodrick,  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Secrecy,  acquainted 
the  Commons,  That  the  Committee,  since  tbeir 
former  Report,  had  come  to  a  farther  know- 
ledge of  some  matters  therein  mentioned ;  and 
were  ready  to  lay  a  farther  Report  before  the 
House,  a(  such  time  as  the  House  should  ap- 
point to  receive  the  same.  Hereupon  it  was 
ordered,  That  the  Report  be  now  received. 
Mr.  Brodrick  accordingly  read  the  same  Report 
an  bis  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at 
the  table,  where  (be  same  was  again  read,  and 
is  as  follows :     ^ 

Second  Report  6f  the  Committee  of  Se- 
crecy oir  the  Proceedings  of  the 
South  Sea  Company. 

The  Committee  of  Secrecy,  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  all  the  Proceedings  relating  to  the 
Bxecution  of  the  Act;  passed  the  last  ses- 
sion of  parliament,  intitled,  "  An  Act  for 
enabling  the  South  Sea  Company  to  in- 
crease Uieir  present  capital  stock  and  fund, 
by  redeeming  such  public  debts  and  incum- 
brances as  are  therein  mentioned ;  and  for 
raising  money,  to  be  applied  for  lessening 
aevend  of  the  public   debts  and  incum- 
brances; and  for  calling  in  the  present  Ex-* 
chequer  Bills  remaining  uncancelled ;  and 
for  making  forth  new  bills,  in  lien  thereof, 
to  be  circulated  and  exchanged,  upon  de» 
mand,  at  or  near  the  Exchequer;''  have 
made  some  further  progress  in  the  matters 
referred  to  them : 
Upon  the    Examination  of  Mr.   Matthew 
Wymoudesold,  broker,  and  of  John  Falcon- 
bridge,  bis  book-keeper,  touching  the  particu- 
lars of  stock  bought  dt  Wymondesold,  for  John 
Aislabie,  esq.  late  Chancellor  of  the  £xcbe« 

2uer,  specified  in  this  Account  -annexed  to  the 
>rmer  Report  of  your  Committee,  it  appter^ 
That,  amongst  other  greftt  sums,  in  stocky 
bought  by  Wymondesold  on  Mr.  Aislabie's  ac- 
count, the  sum  of  S0,000/.  South  Sea  stock, 
iras,  on  the  IStb  of  Feb.  1719,  delivered  to 
Mr.  Wymondesold,  by  Mr.  Robert  Surman, 
then  deputy-cashier  of  the  Sbnth  Sea  Com- 
pany, by  order  of  Mr.  Hawes,  at  the  rate  of 
130/.  per  cent,  for  the  nse  of  Mr.  AiiUbie ; 


which  was  about  40  per  cent,  below  tbe  nuN 
ket  price,  as  appears  by  the  account  of  itsdc 
sold,  laid  before  the  House. 

Upon  this  your  Committee  sent  for  Mr. 
Hawes,  and  examined  bim  as  to  this  ^fiOOL 
stock.  He  said,  ,He  remembered,  that  Mr. 
Wymondesold  applied  to  him  for  Uus  90,000^ 
stock  ;  and  the  examinant  told  bim.  He  M 
no  orders  for  the  delivering  such  stock :  but  tht 
examinant  could  not  remember  whether  be 
went  to  Mr.  Aislabie,  and  had  his  directions 
to  send  Mr.  Wymondesold  to  Mr.  SUrman ;  or 
whether  he  the  examinant,  did  not  tell  Mr. 
Wymondesold  to  go  to  Mr.  Surman  for  it.  Bat 
that  if  he  did  send  him  to  Mr.  Surman  he  bad 
Mr.  Aislabie's  directions  for  that  purpose. 

John  Falc<mbridg^e  mformed  your  Uommittef, 
That,  on  the  9th  uf  February  1719,  be  did  tike 
in  the  said  20,000/.  stock  of  Mr.  Sunnan,  for 
Mr.  Aislabie's  use  at  ISO/,  per  cent. ;  and  that 
the  examinant,  on  the  12th  of  the  samemondi, 
wrote  off  this  stock  from  Mr.  Surman*s  to  Mr. 
Aislabiis's  account.  But  your  Committee  ex- 
amining Mr.  Surman  as  to  this  matter,  be 
said.  He  did  not  remember  bis  transferno| 
the  said  stock  ;  but  said.  That  he  had  a  great 
oukntitjr  of  stock,  in  his  name,  in  trust  for 
Mr.  Knight,  and  transferred  the  same  on  verbal 
orders  only  ;  and  that  this  30,000(.  (if  it  was 
transferred)  was  transferred  by  Mr.  Knightft 
directions. 

Your  Committee  also  found,  on  tbe  exsmi' 
nation  of  the  said  Mr.  Wymondesold,  and  John 
Faulconbridge,  that  several  parcels  of  SooUi 
Sea  stock,  amounting  to  20,0002.  stock,  were 
bought  by  Mr.  Weymondsold  for  Mr.  Aislabie, 
on  the  1st  of  Maroh,  1719,  at  several  piioes, 
amounting  in  tbe  whole  to  35,857/.  10s.  Aod 
that  Mr.  Knight,  late  cashier  of  the  South  Set 
company,  paid  tbe  examinant  the  money  for 
such  stook,  and  placed  the  same  to  Mr.  Aislabie's 
account.  Mr.  Weymondsold  produced  to  tout 
committee  a  letter  from  Mr.  Aislabie  to  oiin, 
dated  the  Ist  of  March  1719,  whereby  be  di- 
recU  Mr.  Weymondsold  to  4>uy  tbis  2O,000t 
stock,  and  adds,  that  he  would  desire  Mr. 
Knight  to  pay  him  the  money  for  the  said  stock ; 
which  letter,  tbe  examinant  said,  is  of  the 
handwriting  of  Mn  Aislabie,  and  was  received 
by  the  examinant  on  the  said  let  of  March ; 
and .  the  examinant  returned  an  answer  to  Mr. 
Aislabie  the  same  day.  That  on  tbe  4tb  sf 
March  last,  Mr.  Knight  adjusted  the  said  stod 
with  the  examinant,  who  delivered  the  stock 
to  Mr.  Knight  for  the  use  of  Mr.  Aislabie,  and 
Mr.  Knight  paid  the  examinant  the  money  for 
such  stock. 

John  Faulconbridge  (who  was  concerned  ia 
entering  and  making  out  tbe  accounts  kept  o^ 
this  stock)  being  examined,  said.  Chat  aboet 
a  fortnight  since,  and  after  Mr.  WeymoodsiMIl 
'first  examination  before  the  House  of  Peef% 
and  bis  deliverin|;  in  an  account  of  stod^ 
bought  for  Mr.  Aislabie,  to  your  Cemiaitte% 
Mr.  Aislabie  requiring  tbe  particulars  of  thi 
stock  bought  and  sold  for  him  by  Mr.  Vftf^ 
moodsold,tiM«xaiDia»iit|  bj  Mr.  W^romd* 
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old,  diroctioQSy  attended  Mr.  Aislabie  with 
be  particulars  thereof?  That  Mr.  Aislabie  then 
objected  agi^nst  the  said  80,000/.  stock  bought 
hk  1st  of  Mbrch,  and  with  execrations  not  fit 
'x>  be  -  repeated,  declared,  he  knew  nothing  ot 
t ;  aod  bid  the  exadiinant  tell  Mr.  Weymond- 
ioldf  That  he  (Mr.  Aislabie)  must  declare  the 
lame  upon  oath  at  the  bar  of  the  House.  The 
szaoDinant  then  told  him,  that  he  happened  to 
object  against  an  article,  which  was  the  plainest 
ill  bis  account,  for  that  this  very  ZQyOOOL  stock 
nras  taken  in  for  him,  and  paid  for  by  Mr.  Knight ; 
ftnd  that  the  examinant  had  shewn  the  same 
srticle  to  Mr.  Waller,  (Mr.  Aislabie's  son-in- 
law)  in  an  account  made  up  and  settled  with 
Mr.  Knight  long  since,  which  Mr.  Waller  (who 
was  then  present)  said  was  true ;  and  the  ex- 
aminadty  the  next  day,  attending  Mr.  Aislabie 
with  an  explanation  of  the  account,  on  sight 
of  it,  Mr.  Aislabie  expressed  himself  thus,  vh. 
Ay,  this  makes  it  plainer ;  now  I  can  recollect 
something  of  it. 

The  said  Mr.  Weymondsold  farther  informed 
]foar  Committee,  that  there  were  dealings  be- 
tween Mr.  Aislabie  and  Mr.  Knight ;    and  that 
the  examinant  bad  seen  a  green  book  in  Mr. 
Knif»ht*s   custody,  wherein  the  account  of  Mr. 
Aislabie   was  kept^   which  green   book  your 
Committee  apprehended  to  b&  the  same  book, 
mentioned  in  the  examination  of  Mr.  Surman, 
taken  notice  of  in  their  former  report. 
^  Mr.  Hitwci  farther  acquainted   your  Com- 
mittee, that  he  had  dealings  in  stock  with  Mr. 
Aislabie  for  a  considerable  time,  and  kept  an 
account  of  the  same  in  a  book,  of  which  Mr. 
Aislabie  had  a  duplicate.     That  the  accounts 
in  the  said  books  was  continued  till  some  time 
in  November  last ;    and  that  upon  every  ad- 
justment,   Mr.  Ai»labie    and  ttie    exammant 
usually  signed  each  others  books  ;  that  (among 
other  things)  the  said  books  contained  account 
ef  quantities  of  South  Sea  stock  bought  and 
sold  by  the  examinant  for  Mr.  Aislabie.    That, 
some  time  in  November  last  accounts  were  fi- 
nally settled  and  adjusted  between  them  ;  and 
thereupon  the  examinant  was  ordered  by  Mr. 
Aislabie,  to  bring  the  book,   which  the  ex- 
aminant was  unwiliin|;  to  do,  saying,  that  he 
ought  to  keep  it  for  his  own  justification.    But 
Mr.  Aislabie  told  him,  that  the  accounts  being 
then  made  up  between  them,  he  would  have 
the ,  book   up,  that  nobody  else  might  see  it. 
And  Mr.  Aislabie  gave  the  examinaqt  a  receipt 
m  full  of  all  demands,  and  the  examinant  de^ 
livered  him  the  book.  Mr.  Hawes  farther  said, 
that  he  never  was  desired  so  to  do,  nor  ever 
did  the  like  to  any  person  with  whom  be  had 
dealing  of-  this  nature. 

'Your  Committee  have  been  informed  by  Mr. 
B.(^iert  Surman,  that  several  sums  of  money 
wte  paid  out  of  the  Company's  cash  to  John 
Aislabie,  esq.  and, by  the  book  of  draus^hts,  kept 
by  the  South  Sea  company,  and  the  Bank,  and 
alio  by  the  said  Mr.  Surman's  examination, 
your  Committee  find  that-  on  the  8th  of  April, 
1720,  a  hill  for  lir,S78/.  19«.  6(/.  was  drawn  by 
JUr,  Koi^  then  Cashier  of  the  South  Set  com- 


pany, uppn  the  Bank  of  England,  payable  to 
the  said  Mr.  Aislabie,  and  the  entry  ol'  that  bill 
in  the  cash  draught  book  has  been  since  rased 
by  Mr.  Kuigbt*s  directions,  who  told  Mr.  Sur- 
man, that  he  had  taken  that  bill  back  again  in 
payment  (as  the  examinant  believed)  from  Mr. 
Aislabie.  That  a  bill  for  the  farther  sum  of 
6,000/.  was  drawn  the  11th  of  June  1720,  and 
paid  by  the  Bank,  out  ot  the  cash  kept  there 
m  the  name  of  the  South  Sea  Company,  to 
Mr.  Ai&Iabie,  on  the  10th  of  September  last ; 
and  the  sums  of  4,700/.  and  86/.  were  in  the  like 
manner  drawn  the  20th  of  September  last,  and 
paid  to  the  said  Mr.  Aislabie  on  the  first  of 
October  following. 

Your  Committee  are  still  proceeding  upon 
the  matters  referred  to  them,  in  order  to  lay 
the  same  before  the  House. 

The  Commons  take  into  Consideration  that 
Fart  of  the  taid  Report  which  relates  to  Mr, 
Charles  Stanhope,]  As  the  above  Report  re- 
lated chiefly  to  ereat  quantities  of  Stock  and- 
Subscrfptions,  which  appeared  to  have  been 
taken  in  for  Mr.  Aislabie,  late  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  and  Mr.  Charles  Stanhope, 
one  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  Treasury,  both 
of  them  thereupon  insisted  on  their  innocence, 
and  pressed,  That  a  short  day  might  be  ap- 
pointed to  examine  the  matter,  that  they  might 
have  an  opportunity  to  clear  themselves. 

Mr.  Brodrick  represented  thei-eupoo,  That 
tboujEh  the  Secret  Committee  had  a  great  deal 
of  Evidence  to  support  the  charge  against  those 
two  gentlemen,  yet  they  wanted  a  material 
witness,  viz.  Mr.  Knight,  late  Treasurer  of  the 
South  Sea  Company,  who  was  in  safe  custody, 
and,  in  all  probability,  would  soon  be  brought 
over ;  and  therefore  the  Committee  hoped  the 
House  would  not  hurry  an  afiair  of  so  great 
importance. 

Mr.  Stanhope  urging,  how  heavy  an  impu* 
tatipn,  of  so  heinous  a  nature,  lies  upon  a  roan 
who  knows  himself  to  be  entirely  innocent^ 
which,  he  said,  was  his  case;  and  renewing 
hb  instances  for  examining  into  it;  the  28th  of 
February  was  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

Feb.  28.  The  Commons  resumed  the  farther 
consideration  of  the  Report  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Secrecy,  some  parts  of  which  re-. 
lating  to  Mr.  Charles  Stanhope  were  read; 
after  which,  the  Examination  of  sir  John 
Blunt,  Mr.  Holditcb,  Mr.  Jacob  Safvbridge, 
sen.  Mr.  Henrv  Blunt,  and  others,  before  the 
Committee  of  Secrecy,  were  severally  read» 
and  they  were  severally  called  in  and  examined^ 
as  were  also  Mr.  Ehas  Turner,  and  >  others* 
The  charge  against  Mr.  Stanhope  consisted  of 
twojirticles.  1.  That  10,000/.  South  Sea  Stock 
was  taken  in  for  his  benefit,  by  Mr.  Knight, 
without  any  valuable  consideration;  and  that 
the  difference  arising  by  the  advanced  price 
thereof  was  paid  him  out  of  the  cash '  of  the 
South  Sea  company.  2.  That  Turner  and 
Company  had  bought  50,000/.  stock  at  a  low 
price  of  the  South  Sea  Compannin  the  name 
and  for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  Staaiiope»  the  difn 

■igitized  byTjOOgle   , 


747] 


PAAL.  HISTORY,  7  Gbobgb  L  1121.— Mr.  StmAopeckani. 


m 


frrenceof  the  mdvaoced  price  whereof  amoant- 
ing  to  250,000/.  bad  been  paid  to  the  said  Mr. 
St&nhope,  by  sir  George  Caswall  and  Company. 
To  prove  tbese  Articles  the  Secret  Conomittee 
caused  the  exaniinatioas  before-mentioned,  and 
the  persons  above-named,  to  be  examined  ; 
but  some  of  the  latter  rather  weakened  than 
corroborated  their  former  depositions;  sir  John 
Blunt,  in  particular,  owned,  as  to  the  first 
Artide,  that  Mr.  Kniiht  had  showed  him  a 
letter,  which  he  told  him  was  signed  by  Mr. 
Stanhope,  desiring  him  to  take  10,000/.  stock 
for  him ;  but  chat  be  c^id  not  know  whether 
that  letter  was  genuine,  nor  what  was  become 
of  it ;  and  as  for  the  50,000/.  stock  transferred 
to  t^  Sword  Blade  Company  in  Mr.  Stan- 
hope's name,  Mj.  Sawbridge  and  Mr.  Turner 
had  the  modesty  and  good  nature  to  take  the 
whole  charge  upon  themselves,  and  owned  that 
they  had  made  use  of  Mr.  Stanhope^ii  name, 
>  without  his  privity  or  consent. 

These  Examinations,  together  with  the  ani- 
madversions of  the  members  of  the  Secret  Com- 
mittee thereupon,  lasted  until  eigtit  in  the  even- 
ine,  after  which  Mr.  Stanhope  was  beard  in  his 
^ace.  As  to  the  first  Article,  lie  said,  *'  Timt 
for  some  years  past  he  had  lodged  all  the 
-money  be  was  m^cer  of  in  Mr.Knight*s  hands, 
and  whatever  stock  Mr.  Knight  liad  taken  in 
for  him,  he  had  paid  a  valuable  consideration- 
for  it :  and  as  to  the  second,  that  he  could  not 
flliswer  for  what  had  been  done  without  his 
consent.'' 

Mr,  Stanhope  cleared."]  When  he  was  with- 
drawn, a  motion  being  made  and  the  question 
being  put,  '<Tbat  it  appears  to  this  Hoase, 
.  that  during  the  time  that  the  Proposal  made 
by  the  South  Sea  Company,  and  the  Bill  re- 
latini(  thereto,  were  .depending  in  this  Hoase, 
10,000/.  stock  was  taken  in,  or  held  ^y  Mr. 
Knight,  late  cashier  of  the  said  Company,  for 
the  benefit  of  Charles  Stanhope,  esq.  a  member 
of  Ibis  House,  wicboutany  valuable  consideration 
pnd,  or  security  given  for  the  acceptance  of, 
or  payment  of  the  said  Stock ;  and  that  the 
difference,  arisiag  by  the  advanced  |>rioe  there- 
0if  WW  paid' CO  the  said  Charles  Stanhope,  esq. 
oat  of  tb#  cash  of  the  Sooth  Sea  Company,'' 
it  was  carried  in  the  negative  by  a  majority 
onfy  of  three  voicea,  viz.  180  against  177.^ 


*  '*  March  7.  Too  have  heard  of  Mr.  Stan- 
hope's acquittal  b^  a  majority  of  three,  which 
has  put  the  town  in  a  flame,  to  soch  a  degree 
■i  you  cannot  easily  -imagine :   what  conae- 

2«enGes  it  may  have  I  cannot  imagine ;  these 
think  will  be  more  or  less  by  wlmt  shall  be 
dokie  tt>«morrow,  when  Mr.  Aislabie's  case 
oomet  on.  Lord  Stanhope  (son  to  lord  Cbes- 
Mtield)  carried  off  a  pretty  many,  by  raen- 
tionhig  in  the  strongest  terms  the  memory  of 
dM  late  lord  of  that  name :  between  ibrty  and 
^y  who  eould  not  bring  themselves  to  give 
negatives,  were  h<^ever  peirsdaded  to  with- 
dmw  before  the  qnestion.  On  the  other  hand, 
9  pern,  Aiany  of  the  tiffirmttiVes  are  gono  oot 


Resolved,  "  That  the  makinc  use  of  tW 
name  of  Charles  Stanhope,  esq.  (a  member  sf 
this  HoMse)  in  the  Entries  of  the  Boob  of 
Turner  and  Company,  in  order  to  cooceal 
50,0001.  stock,  supposed  to  be  bou^  of  iht. 
South  Sea  Company,  was  In  unjustifiable  and 
unwarrantable  practice." 

The  Commons  take  into  Cormdermtum  thai 
Part  cf  the  Report  which  reUUe%  to  Mr,  AaUc 
hie.^  March  8.  The  order  of  the  day  being 
read,  for  taking  into  further  constderauoo  tk 
Rep<ft-t8  from  the  Committee  of  Secrecy;  dme 
parts  of  the  first  of  the  said  Reports  wkicb  n* 
lated  to  John  Aislabie,  esq.  a  member  of  tbis 
House,  were  read ;  and  then  the  Second  Re- 
port from  the  said  Committee  was  read ;  soil 
a  Letter  from  the  said  Mr.  Aislabie  to  Mr. 
Weymondsold,  dated  Hit  March,  1719;  as4 
al&o,  several  Examinations  of  Mr.  Weymond- 
sold before  the  said  Committee ;  and  the  Exa- 
mination of  Mr.  Robert  Surman,  taken  tlie 
3 1st  of  Januairy  last ;  and  the  Examinatkm  of 
Mr.  Francis  Hawes  before  the  said  CooNniuee, 
Uken  the  24th  of  February  last,  were  leid. 
Afterwards  sir  John  Fellows,  Mr.  Charles  Joye, 
Mr.  Hawes,  sir  John  Blunt,  Mr,  Holditch,  Mr. 
Gibbon  and  Mr.  Chester,  were  severally  calM 
in,  and  examined.  Then  the  Eaaminatioo  of 
Mr.  Hawes,  taken  the  Slst  of  January  kst,  be- 
fore che  said  Committee,  was  read ;  and  Mr. 
Hawes  was  caUed  in  and  examiaed.  Tbearbe 
Examination  of  Mr.  Robert  Surman,  taken  bs^ 
fi>re  the  said  CommiUee  the  7th  of  March  hit, 
was  read ;  and  he  was  called  in  and  ezeminedy 
and  proved  an  Account  of  South  Sea  stodi 
bought  by  Mr.  Knight  for  Mr.  Aislabie; 
which  Account  was  re^  ;  and  afjter  Mr.  Wejf* 

of  town  in  the  utmost  rage,  many  of  them  tot 
really  displeased  at  what  had  hiq>pened,  flBoe 
it  affords  but  too  good  a  handle  for  fomtatiar 
greater  discontent  in  the  country.  I  own,! 
think  it  a  very  bad  piece  of  policy,  for  dM 
whole  kingdom  are  enraged  agamst  the  Soittb 
Sea  scheme,  and  not  less  sa,  against  those  vbo 
sopport  their  abettors.  You  will  soon  see,  by 
reading  the  advertisements,  the  reason  of  send- 
ing the  inclosed  paper;  Mr.  Walpole  livef 
opposite  to  B,  Spars,  the  Swedish  minister. 
The  two  brothers  were  remarkably  the  noK 
lealooB  advocates,  and  perhaps  may  prove » 
to-morrow,  'Qoos  Jupiter  vult  perdere  de- 
*  memat  prius.'  This  behaviour  (whatever  may 
be  thought)  will  not  he  fgrgot,  things  may  fors 
time  be  earried  with  a,  high  band,  but  sack 
violences  cannot  be  longsapported;  ascdkd 
head  is  soon  broken.  You  will  see  byysss 
abstract  of^the  i^eport,  that  the  fnoof  was  foil 
as  strong  lis  the  nature  of  the  thiqg  (KaiBbl 
being  gone)  would  admit  of,  and  supported  br 
many  concurrent  circumstances.  Sir  J.  Biooti 
evidence  was  to  be  viiifiedy  for  fnrcher  reasoosy 
which  yon  will  «aaiy  guess  at;  every  body 
seefr  through  that.''  Coxe's  Walpole.  CoT' 
respondence:  Mr,  Brodnok  to  lord  lfid« 
dieton.  r^  \ 
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Knight^  late  cashier  of  the  Sooth  Sea  Com- 
panj,  for  the  use  aod  heneSt  of  the  said  Mr. 
Alblabie ;  and  that  the  said  Robert  Knight  did 
then  pay  the  said  35,357/.  lOf.  for  the  same. 

<^  5.  That  the  aforesaid  QOfiOOL  Sooth  Sea 
stock,  was  stock  taken  in  and  held  by  the  said 
llobeh  Koigbt,  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  John 
Aislabiey.esq.  after  the  proposals  of  the  South 
Sea  Company  were  accepted  by  this  House, 
and  a  bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  thereupon, 
without  any  money  paid  or  security  given  by 
the  said  Mr.  Aislabie  for  the  said  stock. 

**  6.  That  the  taking  in  aod  holding  the  said 
S0,000/.  South  Sea  stock,  by  the  said  Robert 
Knight,  with  the  privacy  and  for  the  benefit  of  . 
the  said  John  Aislabie,  esq.  was  a  most  notori- 
ous, dangerous,  and  infamous  corruption  in  th« 
said  Mr.  Aislabie. 

'*  7.  That  it  appears  to  this  House,  that 
between  the  SOth  of  March  1790,  and  the  Slst 
day  of  J^ovember  following,  tbare  was  an  ac* 
count  between  Turner  and  company  and  Ed- 
mund Waller  8on-4n-law  of  the  said  John 
Aislabie,  esq.  amounting  in  the  whole  to  the 
sum  of  794,451/.  15«.  9d,  aod  that  there  was 
also  an  account  of  South  Sea  stock  depending 
between  the  said  Turner  and  coinpaim  and 
the  said  Mr.  Walter,  on  the  balance  of'^ which 
last  mentioned  account  there  was  77,600/.  due 
from  the  said  Turner  and  company,  for  se- 
curing whereof  the  said  Turner  and  company, 
entered  into  bonds  the  80th  of  NovemW  last, 
for  12  months  from  the  24th  day  of  Septem- 
ber then  past,  viz.  One  bond  for  44,600/.  to 
the  said  Edmund  Waller,  and  one  other  bond, 
to  Thomas  Weddal,  es^.  for  33,000/.  in  trust 
for  the  said  John  Aislabie. 

**  8.  That  the  said  Johri  Aislabie,  esq.  was 
privy  to,  and  did  approve  and  consent,  that 
the  million  of  Exchequer  Bills,  lent  by  the 
Treasury  to  the  South  Sea  Company,  should 
be  lent  out  by  the  said  Company  upon  their 
stock,  and  accordingly  the  same  was  done. 

**  9.  That  the  said  John  Aislabie,  esq.  at  a 
meeting  with  the  said  sob-governor  and  several 
of  the  4lirectors  of  the  South  Sea  Company, 
did  advise  the  taking  in  the  first  money  sub- 
scription at  SOD/,  per  cent,  and  agreed  to  pro* 
mote  the  same. 


monfhold  hsd  been  examined,  the  Examination 
of  sir  Theodore  Jansseo,  taken  before  the  said 
Comnittee  the  20th  and  26th  days  of  January 
last;  and  the  Examination  of  sir  Lambert 
Blsck^ell,  taken  before  the  said  Committee 
the  St5th  of  Januarjr  last,  were  read.  After- 
irards  Mr.  Gibbon,  sir  John  Fellowes,  and  Mr. 
Joye,  were  again  severally  called  in  and  exa- 
mined. And  then  the  Examination  of  Mr. 
Koight,  taken  the  17tb  of  January  last ;  and 
the  Examination  of  sir  John  Blunt,  taken  be- 
fore the  said  Committee,  the  14th  of  January 
last ;  the  copy  of  the  Warrant  for  making  forth 
new  exchequer  bills  for  one  million  ;  and  also, 
the  copy  of  the  Memorial  from  the  South- Sea 
Company,  relating  to  the  issuing  of  exchequer 
bills,  by  way  of  loan,  to  the  said  Company,were 
read  .*  and  afterwards  sir  John  Fellowes  and  sir 
John  Blant  were  again  severally  called  in  and 
exammed. 

The  reading'of  the  Papers,  and  the  Exami- 
musoD  of  the  persons  above-mentioned,  lasted 
till  about  nine  m  the  evening;  after  which  Mr. 
Aislabie  made  a  long,  submissive  and  pathetic 
speech,  in  his  own  defence. 

Mr,  AUlMe  expelled  and  committed  to  the 
3Wr.]  But  what  was  deposed  against  him 
^Mr.  Hawes,  vh.  That  be  had 'caused  the 
Book  of  Accounts  between  them  to  be  burnt, 
a&d  given  him  a  discbarge  for  the  balance, 
^oonriog  to  about.  842,000/.  appeored  so 
heinous,  and  so  home  a  proof,  that  after  he  was 
withdrawn,  th^  Hoose  came  to  the  following^ 
Resolutions,  via. 

"  Resolved,  nem,  eon,  1.  That  it  appears  to 
this  House,  that  22,000/.  South  Sea  stock  was 
bought  by  Mr.  Robert  Knight,  late  cashier  of 
the  South  Sen  Company,  upon  the  3rd  and 
19th  days  of  December,  1719,  for  the  use  and 
on  the  account  of  John  Aislabie,  esq.  a  mem- 
!»  of  this  Hoose,  then  dhancellor  and  under- 
treasurer  of  the  Exchequer,  and  one  of  the 
•emiDissioners  of  his  majesty's  Treasury. 

**  2.  That  from  the  SOth  day  of  January, 
tri9,  to  the  4th  day  of  March  following  inclu- 
de, 70,000/.  South  Sea  stoek  was  transacted 
by  Mr.  Matthew  WeymoUdsold,  broker,  by  the 
direction  and  on  the  account  of  the  said  John 
AiUahie,  esq. 

"  3.  That  30,000/.  South  Sea  stock,  p4rt  of 
the  said  70,000/.  stock,  was  delivered  to  Mr. 
Matthew  Weymondsold,  broker,  on  the  19th 
*»f  February,  17^19,  by  Robert  Surman,  late 
depQtj-cashier  of  the  South  Sea  Company,  at 
^  rale  of  ISO/,  per  cent,  by  direction  of  Ro- 
bert Knight,  late  cashier  of  the  said  Company, 
^  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  said  John  Aisla- 
bie,esq. 

*'  4.  That  several  parcels  of  South  Sea  stock, 
P*t  of  the  said  70,000/.  stock,  amounting  to 
*>,000/.  stock  for  86,367/.  105.  were  bought 
by  Matthew  Weymondsold,  broker,  on  the  ist 
<if  March,  1719,  by  the  order  of  the  said  John 
Aislabie,  esq.  and  that  the  said  ^,000/.  stock 
*as  d^ivered  by  the  said  Matthew  Weymond- 
sold, on  the  4th  day  of  March,  1719>  to  Robert 


<*>10.  That  the  said  John  Aislabie,  esq.  gave 
in  a  list  to  the  late  Directors  of  the  South  Sea 
company^  of  the  aaroes^of  persons  to  be  ad- 
mitted mto  the  third  money-subscription,  at 
1,000/.  per  cent,  for  several  sums  of  money 
amounting  to  75,900/.  and  did  thereby  promote 
and  encourage  tbe  said  subscription. 

^11.  That  the  said  John  Aislabie,  esq.  has 
encouraged  and  promoted  "the  dangerous  and 
destructive  execution  of  the  late  South  Sea 
scheme,  with  a  view  to  his  own  exorbitant 
profit,  and  has  combined  with  the  late  Direc- 
tors of  the  South  Sea  Company  in  their  pernici- 
ous practices,  to'  the  detriment-of  great  num- 
bers of  his  "majesty's  subjectq^  and  the  ruin  of 
the  public  credit  and  the  trade  of  this  kingdom. 

**  IS.  That  the  said  John  Aislabie  esq.  be« 
for  his  said  offe&ces^  expelled  this  House.*^ . 
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Then  it  was  ordered,  <<  That  the  said  John 
Aislabie,  esq.  be  committed  prisoner  to  his  ma- 
jestjT^s  Tower  of  London;  and  ihat  Mr.  Speaker 
do  issue  his  warrant  accordingly;  And  that 
leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  tor  restraining 
John  Aisiabie,  esq.  from  going  out  of  this  king- 
dom for  the  space  of  one  year,  and  until  the  end 
of  the  next  session  of  parliament ;  and  for  dis- 
covering his  estate  and  effects ;  and  for  pre- 
venting the  transporting  or  alienating  the 
•ame."* 


,  The  Commons  take  into  consideration  that 
part  of  the  RepoiH  which  relates  to  sir  George 
CaswalL]  March  10.  The  House  proceeded 
to  take  into  further  consideration  the  Reports 
firom  the  Committee  of  Secrecy : 

And  that  part  of  the  First  Keport,  which  re- 
lates to  50,000/.  South  Sea  stock  taken  in,  and 
held  hj,  Robert  Knight;  for  the  useofElias 
Turner,  Jacob  Sawbridge,  and  sir  Geoi^e  Cas- 
wail,  a  member  of  this  House,  was  read  :  and  a 
Transfer  in  the  South-Sea  Company's  transfer- 
book,  dated  the  18th  of  February  iri9.  And 
Mr.  Robert  Sorman,  Mr.  Testard,  and  Mr. 
Poulter,  were  severally  called  in  and  examined. 
Then  the  examination  of  Mr.  Jos.  Stanbrough, 
uken  before  the  said  Committee  the  S  1st  of 
Jan.  1720,  was  read ;  and  he  was  called  io  and 


*  •*  March  9.  Yesterday  night  past  twelve, 
Mr.  Aistabie's  fate  was  determined,  as  yon  will 
tee  by  the  votes,  almost  the  whole  time  being 
taken  op  in  examining  numbers  of  witnesses 
(late  directors)  called  by  him.  The  questions 
proposed  was  the  same  to  them  all,  viz.  Whe^ 
ther  thev  knew  or  had  heard  of  any  fictitious 
■tock  taken  ih,  or  held  for  him,  or  of  any  stock 
bought  fur  his  use  with  the  Company's  money, 
to  every  of  which  they  all  answered  roundly 
in  the  negative,  from  whence  he  argued  the 
certainty,  and , as  he  expressed  himself  even  to 
a  demonstration  of  his  innocence,  for  that  it 
was  not  to  be  conceived,  but  they  must  have 
known  the  thine.  As  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
Directors  (to  whom  he  gave  all  the  hard  names 
he  could  think  of)  his  plea  was  ienoraoce.  To 
the  charge  of  having  great  deiJings  in  stock 
(pending  the  bill)  he  said  nothing,  otherwise 
than  by  insinuation,  that  doing  so  with  his  own 
money,  he  hoped  would  not  he  criminal.  His 
concerting  with  the  directors,  taking  in  the  1st 
subscription  at  300  per  cent,  he  dropt,  not 
Haying  one  word  to  the  charge;  but  an  incident 
happened  which  gave  great  disgust  to  the 
House.  The  second  Report  takes  notice  of 
£reat  dealings  in  stock  between  him  and  Mr. 
Hawes,  (formerly  his  clerk,  as  Treasurer  of  the 
Navy)  who  had  mformed  the  Committee,  that 
those  accounts  were  finally  adjusted  in  Novem- 
ber lasf,  when  Mr.  Aislabie  insisted  upon  hav- 
ing Mr.  Hawes's  book  (of  which  he  had  a  du- 
plicate) delivered  him,  tliat  no  one  might  see  it, 
which  was  done  accordingly  npon  his  giving 
Hawes  a  generu  release.  On  Tuesday,  a 
motion  was  made  for  his  layins  that  book  be- 
fore tb«  UwuQ  as  ywterday,  which  he  apposed, 


examined.  Then  several  books  of  Tomer  and 
Co.  were  read.  Then  Mr.  Mount  was  called  w 
and  produced  the  Night  Cash-book  ofToroer 
and  Co.  and  for  the  10th  and  12th  of  Dec.  1790^ 
which  was^read,  and  he  waa^  examined.  Then 
the  examination  of  Mr.  Jacob  Sawbridfrey  sea. 
taken  before  the  0>mmittee  of  Secrecy  &e  SOth 
of  January  last ;  and  also  Mr.  Knight's  examina- 
tion taken  before  the  said  Conuniuee  the  21st 
of  January  last,  were  read.  And  then  Mr.  Sor- 
mnn  Was  again  called  in  and  examined.  A  ad 
then  Mr.  Elias  Turner,  and  Mr.  John  Moont 
were  severally  called  in  and  examined  ;  and  the 
Cash-Book  ofTumer  and  Co.  of  the  18th  of  Fe- 
bruary last,  1719,  was  read.    After  this. 

Sir  George  Caswall  was  heard  in  his  place, 
and,  in  his  Defence  alledged,Thatheliad  made 
a  lawful  bargain  for  the  stock  in  question  with 
Mr.  Knight,  and  had  several  times  ofifered  to 
pay  the  value  of  it,  but  was  put  off,  from  time 
to  time  by  Mr.  Knighr,  who  told  him,  be  wa» 
not  at  leisure  to  make  up  accounts  wiih  him  ; 
and  that  Mr.  Knight  had  sufficient  security  ia 
his  hands.  To  prove  which  sir  George  called 
several  witnesses.  Hereupon  three  or  foor 
members  spoke  in  his  behalf,  and  among  other 
things  said  they  were  satisfied  he  bad  givea 
sufficient  security :  but  the  question  being  pat 
whether  he  had  or  not,  it  wal  carried  in  the 
negative  by  297  voices  against  92.    Then 

as  what  the  House  could  not  demand,  lor 
that  it  related  only  to  his  own  private  aoooust 
with  Hawes,  but  was  over-ruled  by  the  House, 
and  Ordered  to  bring  in  the  book  ;  wherewith 
not  complying,  notice  was  taken  of  it  in  the 
House.  He  then  desired  Mr.  Hawes  migfat  be 
examined,  who  said  at  the  bar,  that  when  be 
delivered  up  the  book,  both  that  and  the  du- 
plicate (in  Mr.  Aislabie's  hand)  were  bomt,  of 
which  Mr.  Hawes  made  no  mention  when  es« 
amined  by  the  Committee,  nor  did  Mr.  Aislabie 
on  Tuesday  ;  from  whence  it  was  concluded 
that  this  was  an  after  thought,  and  the  books 
burnt  (if  at  all)  ex  post  facto.  He  had  on  Toea- 
day  imprudently  enough  said,  that  if  the  Con^ 
mittee  should  have  demanded  those  books,  be 
would  have  burnt  them  before  their  laoes, 

**  After  his  defence,  the  questions  went  with- 
out other  opposition,  than  what  was  verj  slen- 
der, by  Mr.  Mindial  and  Mr.  Fuller ;  sir 
Richaid  Steele  said  a  liule,  not  very  plain  in 
ellect  (as  I  understood  him)  that  the  examina- 
tions did  not  sufficiently  support  the  question 
proposed,  but  it  did  not  obtain.  Mr.  Walpoie*s 
comer  sat  mute  as  fishes.  Mr.  FoUery  upon 
one  question  demanded  a  division,  which  was 
very  artfully  turned  off  by  the  Speaker,  smd  ge- 
nerally understood  with  design  to  obviate  the 
difficulty  those  in  employment  might  lie  under, 
on  whatever  side  they  shoold  divide.  That 
the  matter  ended,  and  in  return  for  the  &t%ae 
the  House  underwent,  we  got  a^laj  daj,  ad- 
journing till  to  morrow,  when  I  tlunk  sir  ($eoife 
Caswell  will  have  the  same  fate.''  Coxe*s  Wal- 
pole.   Correspondence;  Mr.  Brodrick  tm  tod 
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.  Sir  Gedrge  Catwall  stood  up  agaio,  and  ei- 
pfcised  bis  great  sorrow^  that  be  had  tbe  mis- 
uutiioe  to  fall  under  tbe  displeasure  of  tbe 
House;  which  hiy  the  moi^  beavj  upon  him, 
becMise  be  'was  not  consciooft  of  aoj  crime, 
ttoless  it  were  tlie  extraordinary  seal  and  affec- 
tion be  had  shewn  for  the  support  of  the  pre- 
leot  happj  settlement,  having  assisted  tbe  go- 
veraraent  with  vast  sums  of  monej,  at  three 
per  cent»  when  they  Could  get  it  no  where  else : 
for  the  truth  of  which  he  appealed  to  tl)e  mem- 
bers of  tbe  House,  who  were  then  commissioners 
oTtbetrestsucy.    Hereupon 

Mr.  Clayton  stood  up,  and  witnessed  to  the 
tnitb  of  bis  allegation : 

Sir  George  Caitoall  expelled  and  toUimitted  to 
the  TWr.^]  But  bis  past  services  not  being 
thought  a  sufficient  atonement  for  the  great 
slure  be  bad  in  the  fVaudulent  nianagement  of 
the  South*Sea  Scheme,  after  he  was  withdrawn, 

***  March  11.  Yesterday  sir  George  Cas- 
well had  Mr.  Aislabie's  fate,  with  this  further 
sdditioo,  of  refunding  950,000/.  as  you  will  see 
by  tbe  votes.  Tbe  day  was  long  enough,  though 
Botso  bad  as  the  other;  for  we  rose  just  after 
eight  o'clock.  Our  time  was  taken  up  by  an 
insignificant  defence,  endeavouring  to  prove 
that  company  losers  by  the  South-Sea.  The 
•Dly  material  thing  insisted  upon  by  him,  was 
t  pretence  of  having  given  sufficient  ^curity 
fer  the  50fiO0L  stock,  taken  in  by  Knight  for 
them,  in  order  to  get  clean  of  a  former  resolu- 
tion. 

"  Tbe  case  (as  himself  opened  it,)  stood  thus : 
in  January  or  Febniai7  1719,  (for  we  can  never 
fix  them  to  certain  times  in  any  instance)  he 
sod  company  pawned  70,000/.  stock  to  the 
Sooth-Sea  Company,  borrowing  105,000/.  upon 
it  The  first  of  March  following,  Knight  takes 
in  the  50,000/.  fictitious  stock  for  them ;  upon 
which,  two  questions  arose.  First,  whether 
the  pawned  stock  could  (without  agreement 
of  fMuties)  remain  a  farther  security  for  the 
^lOOO/.  stock  taken  in  by  Knight,  even  sup- 
pose it  would  in  vahie  have  answered  «both ; 
secondly,  whether  it  wpuld  have  been  sufficient 
iecurity.  Tbe  master  of  ^he  rolls  differed  from 
his  brethren  upon  tbe  first ;  insisting  that  be- 
fore they  should  have  Keen  let  into  the  redemp- 
tion upon  payment  of  the  105,000/.  they  would 
have  been  obliged  in  equity  to  have  paid  for  the 
60,000/.  stock  taken  in  by  Knight.  I  must 
here  observe,  that  longafler,  and  at  the  bar 
•aid  to  be  the  ISth  of  May,  (though  no  witness 
upon  oath  before  the  Committee  would  fix  tbe 
time)  a  note  under  Caswell's  hand  was  sent  to 
Mr.  Knight  for  J25,000/.  the  price  of  the 
^,000/.  stock  at  250/.  per.  cent.  As  to  the 
•wood  point,  it  was  urged  (and  generally  agreed 
to)  that  if  the  Sojith-Sea  scheme  had  failed  in 
08^  House,  the  70,000/.  stock  would  not  have 
j>een  near  a  sufficient  security  for  the  i05,000/. 
lent  thereon.  The  mas^Ks  differing  from  us, 
*»,  in  my  opinion,  what  led  the  managers  into 
tbe  demand  of  a  divisiim  npoa  the  fint  autstiqn ; 


the  HiMise  came  to  tbe  following  Resolutions^ 
vii. 

1.  ''That  it  appears  to  this  House,  That, 
during  the  thne  the  Bill  for  enabling  the  South- 
Sea  Company  to  enlarge  their  capital  stock  and 
fund,  was  depending  m  uarliament,  50,000{. 
stock,  being  ptirt  of  tbe  574,500/.  fictitious 
stock,  enteAd  in  the  cash-book  of  the  Com* 
pany,  as  sold  fur  1,259,395/.  was  taken  in  or 
solci  by  Robert  Knight,  late  cashier  of  the  said 
Company,  for  Elias  Turner,  Jacob  Sawbridge, 
and  sir  George  Caswall,  (a  member  of  this 
House)  without  any  valuable  considei^tioo 
paid,  or  sufficient  security  given  for  the  accept- 
ance of,  or  payment  for,  such  stock.  ■ 

but  they  soon  saw  their  error,  tbe  yeas  being 
S98,  the  noes  but  92.  You  will  easily  believe 
tbe  subsequent  questions'  were  given  up  upon 
seconding ;  if  I  mistake  not,  the  first  questioa 
was  battailed  to  avoid  tbe  consequence  of  our 
last  question,  that  of  refunding.  For  it  is  gene- 
rally thought,  this  stock  was  in  trust  for  others, 
and  this  was  in  plain  terms  spoke  strongly .  toh 
in  the  debate.  Even  the  master  of  the  rolla 
declared  freely  bis  being  of  that  opmion; 
going  yet  farther,  that  he  did  not  see  how  any 
member  could  justify  buying  st(»ck  (pending 
the  bill)  although  he  shoukl  even  have  paid 
ready  money  for  it.  It  is  not  to  be  conceived 
what  satisfaction  these  two  ^lays  work  have 
given,  and  intleed  it  is  well  it  so  happens,  for 
the  rage  was  grown  to  such  height  upon  the  ac- 
quittal of  Stanhope,  that  no  mat)  cnn  tell  when 
it  ivould  have  ended.  Bonfires  were  made  in 
the  city  the  day  Mr.  Aislabie  went  to  tbe  Tower. 
'*  It  is  said,  an  attack  upon  the  Committee 
was  talked  of  in  private,  and  inteiiderl,  but  we 
have;  acted  with  such  caution  and  candour  as  to 
bid  defiance.  Should  any  thing  of  that  kind 
be  attempted,  they  must  have  a  better  posse 
than  appears  at  present.  Our  credit  through* 
out  the  kingdom  will  sufficiently  support  us. 
Let  them  look  to  themsehes,  they  stand  on  a 
sandy  foundation.  In  debating  tbe  motion  for 
a  bill  against  Mr.  Aislabie,  Mr.  Walpole  said, 
impeaching  (not  billing  ministers)  was  the  way 
of  parliamentary  proceeding  in  time  of  our  an* 
cestors ;  which  was  very  smartly  animadverted 
upon,  particulnrlv  by  the  master.  He  observed 
(saying  that  gentleman  very  well  knew)  that  the 
course  of  parnamentarv  proceedings  was  altered^ 
quite  inverted,  by  rendering  all  prosecutions,  by 
way  of  impeachments  ineffectual;  that  no 
greater  instance  need  be  given  than  in  the  nre« 
sent  case,  wherein  the  Lords  bad  by  way  or  an- 
ticipation entered  into  the  examination  of  what 
properly  belonged  to  the  Commons,  in  order  to 
come  to  a  resolution  d(  the  legality  of  that  con- 
stkutioD,  made  by  the  treasury,  appointing  the 
directors  judges,  where  they  were  beyond  possi- 
bility of  denial,  parties ;  by  which  means  all 
the  public  creditors  were  imposed  upon  and  de» 
frauded,  and  which  in  truth,  was  the  first  and 
ch^ef  source  of  the  nyisfortune^  which  have  hap- 
pened.'' Coxe's  Walpole.  Correspondemt  s 
Mr.  Brodrick  to  lord  MiddlttOB;>  f 
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The  Commont  take  into  Consideration  that 
J^art  of  the  Report  Michrelatet  to  the  Earl  of 
Sunderland J\  March  15.  The  Commons  pro- 
ceeded in  the  adjourned  Consideration  of  that 
pnrt  of  the  Report^  from  the  Committee  of 
tecrecy,  wliich  related  to  the  earl  of  Sunder- 
land ;  and  the  several  Examinations  of  sir  John 
Blunt,  Mr.  Edtirard  Gibhon,  Mr.  Charles  Joye, 
James  Craggs,  esq.  Mr.  Richard  Holditch,  Mr. 
John  Webster,  Mr.  Robert  Surman,  sir  Lam- 
bert Olackwell,  Mr.  Francis  Hawes,  Mr.  Wil- 
iium  Astely  sir  John  Fellows,  and  -sir  Theodore 
Janssen,  taken  before  (he  said  Committee,  were 
l-ead  ;  ami  af\erw|irds,  Mr..  Joye,  Mr.  Gibbon, 
fAr,  Chester,  Mr.  Holditch,  artd  Mr.  Surman^ 
vvere  severally  called  in,  and  Examined. 

Then  n  Motion  was  made,  ^  That  it  appear^ 
to  this  House,  that,  after  the  Proposals  of  ihe 
South-Sea  Company  were  accepted  by  the 
Hnuse,  and  a  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
thereupon;  and  before  such  Bill  passed, 
60,000/.  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  South-Sea 
C<»mpaoy  was  taken  in  by  Robert  Knight,  late 
Cashier  of  the  said  Company,  for  the  use  and 
upon  the  account  of  Charles  earl  of  Sunder- 
land, a  Lord  of  Parliament,  and  first  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Treasury,  without  any  valuable 
consideration  paid,  or  sufficietit  security  given,, 
for  payment  for,  or  acceptance  of  the  same." 

The  Earl  of  Sunderland  cleared."^]  This  mo- 


•  "March  16.  That  part  of  the  Report  of 
the  Coram  ittec  of  Secrecy,  which  related  to  lord 
Bunderjand,  and  should  have  been  taken  into 
consideratrou  on  Tuesday,  was,  at  the  pressing 
instances  of  Mr.  VValpole,  adjourned  to  yester- 
daji  upon  suggftioa  Uul  k  w#uUi  be  aectt* 


tiofl  oocaaioiMd  a  wins  debate^  that  Intcd  fSH 
near  eiglic  at  night,  but  the  qoestiiNi  btiag  piC 
thereupon,  it  was  carried  in  the  negative,  by  a 
majority  of  933  votes  against  ITS: 
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t.  <^  That  it  appears  to  this  House,  bv  the 
Books  of  the  said  Turner  and  Co.,  and  the 
Bkaminations  now  before  this  House,  That 
there  was  a  clear  profit  of  950,000/.  made  of 
the  said  50,000/.  *tock|  so  taken  in  or  held  as 
aforesaid. 

3.  «*  That  the  said  sir  George  CaswalL  by 
concurring  with  bis  partners,  the  said  Blias 
Turner,  and  Jacob  Sawbridge,  in  baviog  the 
said  50,030/.  stock  taken  in  or  held  as  aforesaid, 
l)as  been  guilty  of  a  corrupt,  iafamoas  and  dan- 
gerous practice,  bighly  reflecting  on-  the  tonour 
and  justice  of  parliainenl,  and  destructive  to 
tkm  interest  of  his  majesty's  government. 

4.  <<  That  the  said  sir  George  Caswall  be, 
lor  bis  said  offence,  expelled  this  House. 

5.  <<  That  the  said  sir  George  Caswall  be 
committed  'Prisoner  to  his  majesty's  Tower  of 
ZiOodoQ ;  and  that  Mr.  Speaker  do  issue  bis 
warrants  accordingly. 

6.  **  That  the  States,  real  and  personal,  of 
tiie  said  sir  Geoi^  Caswall,  Jacob  Sawbridget 
•«nd  Eiias  Turuer,  be  subject  and  liable  to  an^ 
•wer  and  make  good  to  the  Sooth-Sea  Com* 
pany,  the  aforesaid  sum  of  350,000/.  which  was 
the  advanced  price  on  ihe  11th  day  of  June, 
1790,  of  the  said  50,000f.  stocky  over  and  above 
the  sum  of  125,000/.  paid  to  the  said  Company 
4br  the  same.** 


sary,  for  the  further  inlbrmaiion  of  the  Hoase^ 
that  the  several  witnesses  t%bd  bad  beea  n» 
amined  by  the  committee,  might  be  e^anHoed 
at  the  bar,  since  possibly  tbey  might  not  coaa 
up,  in  every  particular  whereof  they  had  hi- 
formed  the  committer  or  might  so  tar  eiplaia 
their  meaning,  as  to  give  a  very  difiereot  t«m 
from  what  the  words  of  their  exftroination 
might  possibly  import.  We  vary  well  fiu^esav 
gaining  a  night  was  chiefly  in  view^andit  btd^ 
in  my  opinion,  its  effect,  k>r  when  tbey  came  to 
l>e  exanuocd,  upon  cross  questions,  every  one 
of  them  strengthened  the  report ;  among  die 
rest  ordered  to  attend,  sir  John  Blunt  was  oae, 
but  his  lordship's  advocates  did  not  think  fit  to 
call  him  in.  The  abstract  of  the  report  which 
you  have,  will  evince  the  strength  of  the  case, 
which  I  own  I  think  fuller  proved,  and  so  I 
said,  than  any  of  the  three  cases  which  bad 
been  under  consideration. 

"  The  defenco  made,,  was,  entirely .dififeresi 
from  what  I  expected,  there  being,  as  I  appre* 
bended,  no  room  left  fur  denying  the  fact, 
wherefuce  I  concluded  the  sufficiency  of  the  le* 
curity,  his  lordshij>'8  note,  sworn  to  have  besa 
shewed  sir  J.  Blunt,  by  Knight,  would  have  beta 
insisted  upon,  but  that  point  was  given  up,  wi 
his  lordship's  denial  of  any  stock  taken,  or  bom 
given,  was  the  subject  of  three  honrs  deksttff 
after  all  the  papers  read,  and  witnesses  cs* 
amined ;  by  way  of  negative  proof,  Mr.  Pel* 
bam,  brother  to  the  duke  of  Newcastle^  sod 
Mr.  Walpole,  informed  the  Hoose,  thai  fail 
lordship  had  empowered  them  to  decla#e^  tbit 
no  stock  had  ever  been  taken  in  for  biia  hf 
Knight,  or  note  given,  so  that  the  qoestk)n  ta 
truth,  was  neither  more  or  less  than  whether  we 
should  give  credit  to  tbatassertion,  or  sir  Joka 
Blunt's  oath.  A  g<K>d  deal  of  pains  was  takea 
t9  falsify  the  oath,  by  asking  the  witneMes  at 
tlie  bar,  whether  Knight  bad  told  tbem  of  tkb 
stock  being  taken  in  presence  and  hearing  of 
sir  John  Blunt,  as  he  had  sworn,  tbey  owned 
Knight's  telling  them  of  the  stock  so  takes  in 
for  lord  Sunderland.  One  of  them  said  be  was 
alone  with  Kn^ht  when  he  told  him  of  it;  two 
others  owned  sir  John's  being  in  the  room  when 
he  told  it  them,  but  did  not  believe  him  wiibio 
hearing  of  what  Knight  said.  Such  trifling 
stuff*  never  surely  was  insisted  upon  in  any 
other  case,  and  would  in  any  other  have  been 
the  strongest  proof  of  tlie  (mcL  It  was  foreseen 
too  well,  that  such  a  defence  waanot  to  he  re- 
lied apou,  and  therefore  the  sheet  aaohor  was 
lord  Oxford's  play,  if  you  come  into  this  voti 
against  lord  Sunderland,  the  uMiistry  are  bkiwa 
up,  and  must,  and  necessarily  will  be  svocceded 
by  a  tory  one.  I  really  think  I  never  beard 
any  thing  better  debated  ou  the  one  patt,  or 
more  weakly  on  the  other ;  but  sir  J.  Walfeei'i 
argument  ef  monosyllable,  was  the  best  rtfexek 
Y^aa  178.  Noes  m^l  km, 
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Mr.  HMteke$9m  wtovet  fir  an  Addrem  to  ike 
X,ing  to  know  what  lujormatknu  ki$  Majtsiy 
,  had  received  rxlatbig  to  Mr,  MuightA  J^ardi 
17.  The  order  of  ihe  dav  beiag  reao^  for  the 
House  to  take  into  lartW  oooiideration  the 
Bepoft  from  tbe  Committee  ol  Secrecy,  Mr. 
HutohesMi  represented^  <<Tbat  it  xras  impos- 
sible to  proceed  in  so  important  an  affiiit,  with- 
out expeaing  the  justice  of  parliameofto  be 
bui9ed,  as  it  had  beeo  ia^some  late  instanops, 
•Q  loog  at  they  wanted  so  material  a  witness  as 
Mr.  Kuigbt  »*'  And  tbtrefore  he  moved,  and, 
being  seconded,  it  was  resolved,  nem.  con. 
^  TlM  an  Addrees  be  presented  to  bis  majesty, 
to  desire  that  he  wonkl  be  pleased  to  impart  to 
this  House,  the  Advices  his  majesty  has  receiv- 
.•d,  or  sball  receive,  from  abroad,  concerning 
.  his  endeavoqrs  to  bring  over  Robert  Knight, 
late  cashier  6f  the  Skmth-Sea  Company,  to  an- 
swer to  tbe  justice  of  tbe  kingdom  -.  which  Ad- 
dress was  ordered  to  be  presented  by  such 
soembers^f  tbe  House  at  were  of  the  Privy- 
Council.  * 

March  SO.  Mr.  Methuen  acquainted  the 
House,  tbat  their  Address;  relating  to  Mr. 
ICnigfat,  having  been  presented  to  the  king,  bis 
XQ^esty  had  commanded  him  to  lay  before  the. 
House,  several  liters  and  Papers,  containing 
advices  from  Flaadera  concerning  bim,  and  at 
ilie  sianp^  time,  to  acquaint  tbe  House,  tliat  bis 
mij^stji  had  not  received  any  advice  from  thence 
Vaulting  to  Mr.  Knight ;  that  as  soon  as  any 
shcMild  come  to  his  majesty,  they>  should  be 
laid  before  the  House :  hereupon  several  Let- 
ters from  Mr.  Leatbes,  bis  majesty's  resident 
sit  firossela,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  were 
read,  importing  in  substance.  **  That  pursuant 
.  to  b^  orders,  he  had  made  tbe  most  pressing  in- 
.sunces  witb  the  marquess  de  Prie,  for  the  de- 
livering up  of  Mr.  Knight :  but  bad  been  an- 
swered, tbat  die  said  marquets  had  not  received 
any  instructions  from  Vienna  about  that  matter ; 


|»ut  tell  truly  and  in  short  the  whole  case.  I 
lake  it  for  granted  we  are  over  the  material 
parts  of  both  reports,  if  what  I  beard  tBis  day 
10  the  House  prove  true.  One  who  came  out 
of  tbe  city,  told  me,  be  believed  Mr.  Crag^ 
dying,  if  not  actually  dead,  and  gave  some  cir- 
cumstances in  cooirmation  of  a  whisper  of  his 
having  taken  a  dose,  if  so,  it  resembles  in  gr^t 
measure  lord  tlsaex'd  case.**  Coxe's  Walpole. 
Correspondence :  Mr.  Brodrick  to  ford  Mid- 
dleton. 

*  <<  It  was  generally  expected.  That  this 
day  the  Commons  would  have  proceeded  to 
tbat  part  of  the  Report,  from  tbe  Committee'of 
Secrecy,  which  related  to  James  Craggs,  sen. 
ew\.  but  whether  the  terror  of  his  approaching 
trial,  or  tbe  loss  of  a  beloved  son^  for  whom  he 
.  had  been  amassing  vast  heap  of  riches,  cast  a 
.  damp  upon  bis  spirits,  he  died  the  day  beiere^ 
IB  a  lethargic  fit ;  leaving  behind  him  ao  estate, 
▼aloed  at  one  million  and  a  half,  to  be  divided 
SiQiong  bis  three  daughters ;  who  are  married  to 
tbi^  mambert  oCparlmm^nt,vi£.  Mr.  Toefusis, 
llIr,Neinbaiii;%ocltfrr£UioC  Fo&tical  State. 


tbat,  in  ibe  mean  time,  be  was  apprebensivo 
tbat  tbe  same  would  meet  witb  great  difficul- 
ties. Tbat  tbe  Greffier,  or  Secretary,  of  the 
States  of  Brabant,  bad  been  twice  with  tha 
said  marquess,  to  represent  to  him,  that  ac- 
cording to  one  of  the  articles  of  the  Joyful 
Entry  of  Brabant,  which  was  grained  them  by 
the  emperor  Charles  5,  and  has  been  swurn  to 
by  ail  his  successors,  and  which  they  look  upon 
as  their  Magna  Charta,  no  person  charged  wiib, 
or  apprehended  for  any  crime,  can  be  removed 
to  be  tried  out  of  their  provi4ice ;  and  that  the 
Deputies  of  the  States  insisted  upon  tbat  article, 
of  which  the  resident  had  enclosed  a  copv  i» 
French,  which  was  also  read  ia  the  House. 

Most  of  the  members  appeared  surprized  at 
the  unexpected  difficulties  about  the  deliveriiig 
up  of  Mr.  Knight,  which  was  started  in  the 
name  of  the  States  of  Brabant;  "and  lord  Mo- 
lesworth  said  thereupon :  That  it  was  to  ba 
hoped,  they  should  have  a  more  satisfaciog-y 
answer  from  Vieuna,  than  they  had  from  Brus- 
sels :  but  if  they  had  not,  it  would,  in  bis  opi- 
nion, be  proper  to  call  for  the  Treaties  latefy 
entered  into  with  the  House  of  Austria,  to 
know  upon  what  motives  we  have  been  at  ^ 
great  an  expence  of  blood  and  treasure,  and 
have  sent  our  men  of  war  to  rot  and  be  worm* 
eaten  in  th<  Mediterranean,  to  couquer  kio^ 
doms  for  the  emperor  ?  Adding^  That  if  that 
pretended  Privilege  of  tbe  States  of  Brabant, 
should  be  insisted  upon,  they  mighc  remove  that 
obstacle,  byadidressiog  his  maiesty  to  grant  his 
pardon  to  Mr.  Knight,  in  order  to  have  bim 
brought  over:  but  that  it  was  proper  not  to 
make  any  farther  step  in  that  aflfair,  till  they 
were  acquainted .  with  the  success  of  colonel 
Churchill's  Negotiation  at  Vienna. 

March  22.  Mr.  Methuen  acquainted  tba 
House,  Tbat  his  majesty  having,  the  day  before, 
received  a  Letter  from  colonel  Churchill,  di- 
rected to  the  lord  viscount  Townshend,  dated 
Vienna,  the  4th  of  March,  1720-21,  had  com- 
manded him,  pursoajit  to  th^  Address  of  tbe 
House,  to  lay  a  copy  thereof  before  the  House, 
which  he  presented  to  the  House  accordingly. 
The  Copy  of  that  Letter  was  thereupon  read, 
importing  in  substance,  Tbat  be  was  just  ar- 
rived at  Vienna,  and  would  not  lose  one  mo- 
ment, in  making  tbe  most  pressing  instances  to 
tbe  imperial  court,  for  the  delivering  up  Mr. 
Kpi^bt ;  and  that  be  did  not  doubt  success,  un- 
less the  Privileges  of  the  States  of  Brabant  in- 
terfered :  several  smart  reflections  were  made 
by  lord  Molesworth,  upon  the  frivolous  pre- 
tence tbat  was  made  use  of,  to  bafflle  bis  oaa- 
jesty's  endeavours  to  bring  over  Mr.  Knight : 
but  tbe  House  did  not  think  fit  to  come  to  any 
resolution  thereupon.  Tiie  same  evening  colo- 
nel Churchill  arrived  from  Vienna,  wbicb  oo» 
casioned  an  uoiver&al  surprize. 

March  24.  Colonel  Churchill  being  coma 
iato  tbe  House,  it  was  expected  that  ao  account 
of  fab  Negotiations  would,  this  day,  h^ve  been 
laid  before  tbe  Commons :  but  they  were  only 
gi«aa  IP  uMUmaad;  thai  m-«kmi  aa  the  dis« 
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patches  be  brouebt  from  Vienoa  cooki  be  traoa-, 
latedy  they  should  be  laid  before  the  House, 
who  thereupon  adjouraed  till  the  8Tth. 

Farther  Debate  on  Mr,  KnighVt  not  heitt^ 
delivered  up.l  March  ^7.  Mr.  Methuen  ac- 
<]uainted  the  House^  that  his  Majesty  had  com- 
manded him  to  lay  before  them  copies  of  se- 
veral Letters  and  Papers  relating  to  Mr.  Knight, 
which  he  presented  to  the  Hf)u»e  accordingly, 
with  a  Schedule  of  them.  The  copies  of  the 
said  Letters  were  read,  and  among  them  a 
Letter  from  the  Emperor  to  the  king  of  Great 
Briuin,  eipressing  his  imperial  majesty's  incli- 
RaCion  and  readiness  to  comply  with  his  Britan- 
nic majesty's  desires,  as  to  the  delivering  up 
Mr.  Kni)(lu ;  but  that  the  States  of  Brabant 
having  and  claiming  particular  Privileges,  which 
bis  imperial  majesty  was  engaged  to  maintain, 
it  would  be  necessary  to  make  application  to  the 
said  States  ;  and  his  imperial  majesty,  on  his 
part,  would  not  fail  to  support  such  instances  as, 
ihould  he  made.  To  which  effect  prince  Eu- 
gene wrote  u  Letter  to  the  Marquis  de  Prie, 
which  was  also  read.  Several  smart  reflections 
were  made,  by  lord  Moles  worth,  on  the  former 
of  those  two  Letters :  but.  this  affair  being 
equally  nice  and  important,  it  was  resolved  to 
take  into  consideration  the  several  Letters  and 
Papers  relating  to  Mr.  Knight,  which  his  ma- 
jesty had  communicated  to  the  House,  in  a  grand 
committee  on  the  29th. 

March  29.  The  Commons,  in  a  grand  com- 
mittee took  into  consideration  the  said  Letters 
and  Papers.  After  the  reading  of  some  of  those 
Papers,    • 

Mr.  Hutcheson  opened  the  debate,  represent- 
ing. How  much,  on  the  one  hand,  the  public 
was  concerned,  hi  having  the  authors  of  the 
present  distress  fully  discovered  and  brought  to 
condign  punishment;  and  h6w impraTcticable  it 
was,  on  the  other  hand,  to  proceed  in  this  im- 
portant inquiry,  ^o  lon^;  as  the  priitcipal  agent 
of  the  late  South-Sea  Directors,  and  their  ac- 
complices, was  kept  out  of  the  way ;  that  in 
the  mean  time,  the  public  calamity  encreasing 
every  day,  the  nalion  called  aloud  for  justice : 
and  therefo»e,  if  the  means  already  used  for 
bringing  over  Mr.  Knight,  proved  abortive,  it 
were  advisable  to  have  recourse  to  mure 
speedy  and  effectual  methods. 

Sir  Jpseph  Jekyll,  and  the  lord  Mplesworth, 
Btrongly  supported  Mr.  Hutcheson,  and  in  par- 
ticular shewed,  Thnt  it  was  incumbent  on  some 
persons  in  the  administration  to  have  Mr. 
ICnight  brought  over,  in  otder  fully  to  clear 
their  own  innocence  ;  otherwise,  though  ac- 
quitted, thdy  would  still  be  looked  upon  as  cri- 
minal. Urging,  That  it  was  matter  of  wonder 
that  so  frivolous  a  pretence,  as  the  privileges 
of  the  states  of  Brabant,  should  be  made  use  of 
to  put  a  stop  to  so  important  an  inquiry,  espe* 
daily  considering  how  little  those  privileges  had 
been  regarded  in  more  material  points ;  and 
what  ohligations  the  House  of  Austria  lay  under 
lo  the  British  nation. 

Sir  Richard  Steele  oSexed  f^amfXldng  against 


obliging  Mr.  Knight  to  be  an  evidence  w1i». 
ther  he  would  or  no  t  but  no  gHeat  streas  w«t 
laid  upon  it.    On  the  other  hand, 

Mr.  Xf cAinere  represented.  That  io  mil  pro- 
bability the  court  of  Vienna  bad  Bot;  mt  first, 
fully  considered  the  importance  of  the  inetances 
that  were  made  to  them  in  his  majes^f's  name, 
and  at  the  desire  ofthe  Commons  of  Great  Bii- 
tain  I  botthat  it  was  to  be  presumed  that  wbea 
so  wise  a  prince  as  the*  present  emperor, 
should  be  %ppThedj  that  the  welfare  and  safety 
of  EngUnd,^to  whom  his  imperial  mi^estj  M 
80  great  oh  ligations,  depended,  in  some  measore, 
on  the  delivering  up  of  Mr.  Knight,  be  weoffl 
readily  comply  with  their  deures. 

Another  Addreu  to  the  King  thereon.']  Here- 
upon, Mr.  Lechmere  moved,  "  That  an  ban- 
ble  Address  be  presented  to  his  majesty,  retom- 
ing  the  Thanl^s  of  this  House  for  the  instances 
he  has  been  pleased  to  make,  by  a  Letter  und^ 
his  royal  hand  to  his  imperial  majesty,  for  ob- 
'tainiug  the  delivering  up  of  Mr.  Kniglit,  pur- 
suant to  the  Address  of  thb  House  ;  and  for 
communicating  to  this  House^  the  steps  whic^ 
have  been  taken  relating  thereto .-  and  to  re- 
present to  his  majesty,  Uie  dissatisfaction  whid^ 
bis  Commons  have  at  the  obstacles  which  tbc]r 
find  have  been  raised,  uoder  the  pretence  of 
the  Privileges  of  the  States  of  Brabant,  against 
a  compliance  with  his  gracious  ehdeavooTS, 
and  also  to  represent;  that  this  House  is  ewctj 
day  more  and  more  convinced  of  the  high  im* 
portance  it  is  to  the  justice  doe  to  his  majesty's 
people,  that  effectual  measures  be  speedDj 
taken  for  bringing  over  Mr.  Knight :  and  earn* 
estly  to  beseech  his  majesty,  to  employ  bis  roost 
pressing  endeavours,  in  such  manner,  as  in  his 
great  wisdom  shall  be  thought  proper,  for  at- 
taining the  just  desire  of  his  Commons." 

Nobody  offered  to  oppose  this  motkm, 
which,  aiter  Mr.  Speaker  had  resumed  the 
chair,  Mr.  Broderick  reported  to  the  House; 
and  the  same  being  aereed  to,  nem.  con,  it  was 
resolved,  That  the  said  Resolution  he  laid  be- 
fore liis  majesty  by  the  whole  House. 

The  Kin^s  Amwer,]  March  30.  TheCom- 
mons,  to  the  nunsber  of  above  SOO,  with  tbeir 
Speaker,  went  to  St.  James's,  and  presented 
the  said  ResoUition  to  the  king;  to  which  hm 
maje&ty  returned  the  following  Answer; 
"  Gendemen ; 

^*  I  am  very  well  pleased,  that  the  instances 
which  I  have  made  for  obtaining  the  delivering 
up  of  Mr.  Knight,  have  given  you  satisfaction ; 
I  shall  continue  to  employ  my  utmost  endea- 
vours for  obtaining  what  you  desire,  and  hope 
they  will  prove  effectual."  - 

Several  EEMAaKABLB  Petittoks  fok  Jus- 
tice ON  THE  AtJTHORS  OP  THE<*aESENT  CALA- 
MITIES.] About  this  time  many  Petitions  were 
presented  to  the  House  of  Commons,  praying 
for  Justice  on  tJje  Authors  of  the  present 'Ca- 
lamities :  of  which;,  the  following  are  the  J 
remarkable: 
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To  tbe  Hon.  the  ConinnlbDs  of  Great  Britain  in 
Psrliament  assembled :  The  hamble  Peti- 
tion of  the  Lord  Major,  Aldermen  and 
Commons  of  the  City  of  London,  in  Com- 
mon Council  assembled. 

<^  Sheweth,  That  your  petitioners  thin)c  it 
their  duty  uipst  humbly  to  represent  to  this 
hunourable  Hpuse  the  present  state  of  the  City 
of  London,  so  considerable  a  part  of  the  king- 
doQi,  now  filled  with  numberless  objects  of  grief 
and  compassion,  the  sad  effects  of  the  misma- 
nagement, avarice,  and  fatal  contrivances  of  the 
late  directors  of  the  South-Sea  Company,  their 
aiders,  abettors  and  confederates,  m  the  des- 
truction of  their  country. 

<*  Nor  is  it  the  case  of  this  great  cit?  alone 
your  petitioners  lament,  but  Im  general  decay 
of  trade,  manufactures,  and  of  public  credit, 
whereof  this  honourable  House  have  been,  al- 
ways so  extremely  tender;  as  also  of  the  Im). 
nour  of  the  British  name  and  nation. 

"  Your  petitioners  beg  leave  to  return  their 
most  humble  thanks  to  this  honourable  House, 
for  the  great  pains  they  have  taken  to  relieve 
tlie  unhappy  sufferers,  oy  compelling  the  of- 
fenders to  make  restitution;  as  likewise  for 
their  continued  application  to  lay  open  this 
whole  scene  of  guilt,  notwithstanding  the  indus- 
trious artifices  of  such  sharers  in  the  common 
plunder,  la  have  endeavoured  to  obstruct  t|ie 
detection  of  fi-aud  and  corruption!  And  your 
peticiojaers  doubt  not,  but  the  same  fortitude, 
impartiality  and  public  spirit,  wherewith  this 
honourable  House  have  hitherto  acted,  will  still 
animate  them  in  the  pursuit  of  those  truly  great 
and  noble  ends.    , 

"  We  are  too  sensible  of  the  load  of  the  pub- 
lic debts,  not  to  wish  that  all  proper  ^  methods 
may  be  taken  to  lessen  them :  And  it  is  an  ii^ 
finite  concern  to  us,  that  the  paymeiH  of  a  great 
sum  towards  them  (which  was  expected  from 
the  late  scheme)  is  now  rendered  extremely 
difficult,  if  not  impracticable;  and  yet  is  a 
cloud  hanging  over  the  heads  of  the  present 
unibrtunate  proprietors  of  the  South-Sea  Com^ 
pany,  and  a  great  damp  to  public  credit.  We 
will  not  presume  to  mention  in  what  manner 
relief  may  be  given  in  this  arduous  affair,  but 
nio»t  humbly  submit  it  to  the  consideration  of 
this  honourable  Hou^e. 

"  Your  petitioners  therefore  most  humbly  pray 
this  honourable  House  will  be  pleased  to  take 
such  farther  measure!  as  they,  in  their  great 
wisdom,  shall  judge  proper,  that  trade  may 
flpurisb,  puHic. credit  be  restored,  and  justice 
done  to  an  injured  pepple.  And  your  peti- 
tioners shall  pray,  &c.*' 


The  humble  Petition  of  the  justices  of  peacey 

grand  jury,  gentlemen  and  freeholders, 

^    assembled  at  the  quarter-sessions  of  the 

peace,  holden  the  17th  of  April  1731,  for 

the  county  of  Hertford : 

"•^Sheweth,  That  your  petitioners  being  truly 
•ensible  of  their  happiness,  under  the  best  of 
coDrtitotiooii  beg  leave  (among  other  of  their 
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fellow-subjects)  to  lay  before  this  hononrablfr 
Hou^e  the  great  miseries  they  labour  under  by 
the  decay  of  trade,  manufactures,  and  public 
credit. 

**  We  are  amazed  to  think  to  what  an  extra- 
vagant height  the  late  dire<itors  of  the  South 
Sea  Company,  their  aiders  and  confederates, 
had  fatally  wrought  up  the  credit  of  their  stock 
by  their  wicked  arts  and  delusions',  to  the  in- 
jury of  the  public,  as  if  purposely  designed  to 
destroy  their  country,  and,  under  a  pretended 
zeal  to  his  majesty  and  his  family,  to  lay  such  a 
foundation  of  prejudice,  by  the  poverty  of  the 
people,  as  should  even  stagger  those  whose  loy- 
alty has  been  ever  most  conspicuous. 

"  Your  petitioners  having  a  just  sense  of  the 
earnest  endeavours  of  this  honourable  Houso 
to  relieve  the  unhappy  sufferers  thereby,  are 
persuaded  that  the  subtle  contrivance  of  those 
who  so  justly  dread  the  discovery  of  their 
guilt,  will  at  length  be  defeated  by  the  courage 
and  resolution  of  this  honourable  House;  and 
that  the  secret  springs  of  such  who  concurred 
with  the  directors  in  those  designs,  will  be  madd 
appear,  and  laid  before  the  whole  world^  to 
their  utter  confusion. 

"  Your  petitioners  are  persuaded,  from  the 
firmness  and  vigour  of  this  honourable  House, 
that  no  difficulties  will  obstruct  the  glorious 
steps  they  are  pursuing,  to  bring  to  punish- 
ment the  authors  of  all  this  misery,  let  the  of- 
fenders be  ever  so  distinguished,  by  the  great- 
ness of  their  stations;  and  as  their  crimes  are 
of  the  blackest  dye,  (even  a  determined  reso- 
lution to  destroy  this  once  most  flourishing  king- 
dom) so  we  hope,  from  the  justice  of  this  ho- 
nourable House,  such  examples  will  be  made, 
as  shall  free  us  from  the  terror  of  sucti  appre- 
hensions for  the  future.* 

**  We  are  too  truly  affected  with  the  great 
debt  the  liation  labours  under,  not  heartily  to 
wish  all  proper  methods  were  found  out  to  les- 
sen the  same :  But  as  the  late  scheme  of  the 
South  Sea  Company  (upon  which  our  hopes 
were  built  for  an  immediate  relief  of  a  consi- 
derable sum)  has  proved  abortive,  by  the  ava- 
rice of  the  late  managers  thereof,  so  we  fear 
the  consequence  of  insisting  upon  that  contract 
with  the  South  Sea  Company,  towards  the  dis- 
charging of  the  public  debts,  would  be  the  loss 
of  the  little  credit  that  remains. 

«  Your  Petitioners,  in  full  confidence  of  the 
wisdom 'of  this  honourable  House,  most  humbly 
pray,  that  no  artifices  whatsoever  may  be  able  < 
to  divert  you  from  those  just  measures  which  yeu 
are  taking  to  restore  Public  Credit^  make  trade  ' 
flourish,  and  dojustice  to  a  most  injured  nation. 
And  your  Petittoiiers  shall  ever  pray,  JUc,^ 

The  humble  Petition  of  the  justices  of  peace, 
grand-jury,  clergy,  gentlemen,  and  free^hold* 
ers  of  the  county  of  Kent,  at  the  general 
quarter- sessions  of  the  Peace,  holden  at 
Maidstorte,  in,  and  for  the  said  county  of 
Kent;  the  18th  day  of  April,  1731. 

"  Sheweth ;— That  the  county  of  Kent,  late- 
ly one  of  the  richest  and  idosC  w>nnshingin  the 


rtij        FAIUU  HISTORY.  7  GmoB  I.  im.^PctiAmJhrJfmii»  mt  Ar         CMI 


kingdpm,  is  »t  prpsent*  bj^  th^  execrable  frftod 
pf  the  late  wicked  SoMth-se&  Directors,  qqiI  tbeir 
more  wicked  eccomplices,  reduced  to  a  i^ost 
udhappy  (:onditioiiy  which  your  Petitioners  beg 
lefive  to  represeut  to  this  bopQurable  House, 
which  bath  always  been  ready  to  hear  the  voice 
of  an  injured  people^  and  fully  a?eng^  them  of 
Ibeir  enemies. 

"  It  is  with  the  utmost  indigqatiop,  that  we 
tee  this  honourable  House  struggling  with  uc\* 
fBs^pected  opposition ;  and  laboMring  under  vd* 
accountable  difficulties;  and  we  can  neyer  suf- 
ficiently express  our  resentment,  when  we  be- 
hold the  king  of  Great  Britain,  in  yaio  demand* 
ing  the  person  of  a  map,  inconsiderable  for  eve- 
17  thing.  e%c&[i%  his  crimes ;  wh0|  as  he  was  no 
ffoubt  prevailed  on  to  ^  his  country,  to  obstru/ct 
justice  upon  greater  o^ndere,  is  still  denied  qn 
pretences  too  weak  to  giye  satisfaction  to  so 
:wise  a  pripce,  and  so  discerning  a  people. 

'<  Wc  should  be  very  much  panting  in  gratitude 
(0  this  honourable  House,  if  we  bad  i^ot  the 
deepest  sense  of  the  endeavours  they  have  used 
fo  relieve  us  under  our  present  distress  :  happy ! 
\{  those  endeavours  bad  not  be^n,  iu  some  mea- 
bure,'' obstructed  by  the  contrivance  of  those 
fiiscreants,  who,  as  they  have  art  enough  to 
cover  their  iniquity,  flatter  themselves,  that  they 
})a?e  power  sufficient  to  be  screened  from  jus- 
tice. But  we  doubt  not,  this  honourable  House, 
the  constant  guardian  pf  our  rights,  will  think  it 
pecoming  their  great  wisdom  to  shew  those  con- 
spirators their  mistake,  who  vainly  imagine,  that 
by  thus  plundering  ibeir  fellow-subjects,  they 
have  so  far  weakened  them,  as  to  render  their 
very  resentments  impotent  and  ineffettual. 

'*  The  city  of  London  have  so  fully  expressed 
bur  sense  of  the  load  of  Public  Debts,  and  of 
the  manner  of  being  eased  therefrom,  tl^at  to 
^^y  i^ore,  would  be  a  vain  and  useless  repeti- 
tion. And  therefore,  for  our  speedji  and  ef- 
fectual relief  (entirely  depending  on  yqur  wise 
llifid  just  deliberations,)  Y^H^  humble  Peti- 
tioners shall  ever  pxf^^ 

Jhe  humble  Petition  of  the  mayor,  baili£b  and 
burgesses  of  the  borough  of  Leicester, 

"  Sheweth; — That^  though  by  hidurgent  pro- 
Tidence,  your  Petitioners  are  clear  ofSuuth-Sea 
projects,  and  neither  tainted  with  the  guilt  of 
contriving,  nor  hurt  by  giving  credit  to  the  late 
pursed  impostures  ^  yet  we  are  sharers  in  the 
Ihational  calai^iiy,  which  involves  all,  the  wick- 
f  ^  authors  only  excepted ;  whose  successful 
primes  have  raised  them  above  th^  reach  of  or- 
dinary justice,  and  left  them  nothing  to  fear  or 
us  tA  hope,  but  from  the  l^i^tive  power. 
With  utmost  resignation  therefore  to  the  jus- 
tice and  wisdom  of  this  honourable  House,  our 
SBOft  deplorable  state  and  condition  is  vepre- 
•cnted. 

"  **  No  sooner  bad  the  Sbuth-Sea  Director8,and 
the  vile  emissaries  they  detached  over  the  king- 
dom, to  propagate  lies  i^d.  forgeries,  so  impos- 
Supon  tl^  l^onest  credulous  p^ple,  as  to  dsaw 


liamons  bands,  but  we  saw  trade  iosianUj  strack 
dead,  our  manufactures  disregarded,  oar  (xmibe4 
wool  (once  the  staple  and  glory  of  oor  iadus&ri' 
ous  corporatioo)  |ie  neglected  in  oar  worit- 
houses,  our  poor  increasing  for  want  oC  employ- 
ment ;  many  who  cbeerfuUy  paid  taxes  tow«rds 
supporting  our  bappy  gafvernmenty  reduced  by 
want  of  trade  to  a  miserable  exeiDi»tion  iio» 
them. 

*<  And,  as  if  these  did  not  amoank  to  a  nft- 
cient  measure  of  evils,  we  are  alarmed  witbyec 
more  lo  eome,  and  threatened  that  tbe  sole  re- 
'lief  to  an  almost  despairing  i»eople^  the  single 
recompence  for  all  their  su&riogs,  shaM  be  at- 
tempted to  be  wrested  from  them,  tiz.  tbe 
seven  millions  due  by  contract  from  the  So«di» 
sea  company  towards  payment  of  tbe  Ftfbbc 
Debts,  and  relaxing  part  of  those  taxes  wbidi 
tbe  people  have  long  borne,  and  now  weakened 
and  impoverished  by  South-S^  schemesy  are 
unable  to  sustain,  shall  be  sacrificed  to  ^at 
Company,  to  raise  high  again  their  fatal  credit^ 
revive  stock-jobbing,  and  pour  out  tbe  last  dropa 
of  the  nation's  blood  to  be  licked  op  by  ^jha 
cannibals  of  Change  Alley. 

*(  Such  a  project  (were  it  possible  it  coirid 
succeed)  for  confirming  perpetual  debts,  mort- 
gages and  taxes,  upon  a  people  deploring  al- 
ready their  bard  fiite  under  undeserved  miseries, 
would  give  (we  humbly  apprehend)  aa  incurable 
wound  to  trade  and  national  credit,  heiglicea 
their  griefs  into  despair,  shock  their  steady  at- 
fections  to  this  gooa  government,  and  ^■^'inam' 
its  enemies  to  farther  attempts. 

**  But  under  the  protection  of  so  jest  and 
wise  a  parliament,  the  scourge  of  wicked  avarice^ 
we  have  nothing  to  fear  from  suck  wikJ  and 
destructive  schemes,  and  nothhig  to  petiHoo  £v, 
but  that  thb  honourable  House  will  proceed 
with  the -spirit  and  justice  they  have-begoB,  to 
drsappoiut  every  mischievous  enterprise  ami 
avaricious  desien,  and  bring  to  condign  pooisii. 
ment  all  who  Mioukl  be  found  conspinng  to  en- 
rich themselves  by  the  undoing  of  their  < 
try. 

<<  So  shall  public  faith  and  credit  be 
blished  on  their  foundations,  justice,  and 
observance  ofcontracts ;  honest  trade,  released 
from  heavy  impositions,  which  have  so  Jong  de- 
pressed it,  raise  its  bead,  and  contend  with  sae- 
cess  against  its  knavish  rival  sKSck-Jobbing; 
poverty,  and  with  it,  discontent  vanish ;  oor 
gracious  sovereign ,  king  George  reign  over  an 
once  more  prosperous  and  happy  people,  aaaUs 
as  willing,  by  laige  supphes,  to  promote- both  Ins 
majesty's  glory  ^ind  Mifety.  And  yobr  Peti- 
tiooers  shall  prajr,&o.'' ' 

The  bqmble  Petition  of  tbe  mayor  and  biir> 
gesses  of  the  town  of  Nottingham  in  comnson 
council  assembled. 

'^Sbewetb;— That  your  Petitioners  think 
themselves  obliged  to  lay  before  this  honoora- 
ble  House,  the  deep  sense  tbej  have  ofitbe 
present  calamities  brought  iipon  the 
thr^ugjh  t^g  bQUjuU^lMu^hiMffn  m^ 
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oftlie  late  Sotttb^a  Dir«<*toi^  tbeit  eonMe^ 
rates,  luid  aMfolOfiti,<who  by  a  cMntimied  series 
of  uopat^lleled  concrivanceSyabd  praotieeSybaTe 
involved  their  nattte  country  in  ruin  and  des- 
truetion. 

-  **  That  tbb  aneieot  corpffratieb,  leng  famous 
for  ibe  maattfactnre  ofEnelish  wooi,  i%ber«witb 
not  only  our  owa,  but  foreign  markets  were 
supplied,  do  now  feel  the  fatal  effects  6f  their 
nusmana^ment,  in  thelosses  tbej  have  sustained 
in  the  decay  of  their  trade  and  Public  Credit. 

*<  That  your  Petitioners  do,  with  all  iniagina- 
ble  gratitude,  humbly  acknowledge  the  ardent^ 
zeal,  this  honourable  House  have  manifested, 
by  an  impartial  inquiry  into  this  mystery  of 
itihiuity,  and  hicessant  endeavours  for  the  re- 
lief of  oppressed  suflerers,  notwithstanding  all 
the  artifices  made  use  of  to  obstruct  their  pro- 
c^edore,  for  the  obtaining  those  just  and  noble 
ends  designed  thereby. 

*^  That  divine  Providence  hath  removed  some 
•f  the  actors  in  this  black  tragedy,  and  sharers 
ef  the  spoils  of  their  fdloir  subjects,  beyond  the 
reach  pf  human  pdwer,  but  their  estates  ai^e 
lefk  behind.  And  your  petitioners  do  with 
^rect  satisfactioo  confide  in  the  justice  and 
wisdom  of  this  honourable  House  to  complete 
the  great  work,  they  have  with  so  much  honour, 
courage,  and  impartiality  begun  and  pursued, 
iti  order  to  compel  notonous  criminals  to  make 
A  restitution  for  the  relief  of  the  present  un- 
happy proprietors  of  the  South  Sea  Company, 
as  ample  and  extensive  as  the  many  instances 
of  discovery,  and  the  qualities  of  the  persons 
concerned  will  permit. 

*•  Your  Petitioners  therefore  do,  with  the 
greatest  deference  and  submission,  pray  the 
consideration  of  this  honoorabfe  House,  with 
respect  to  that  pait  of  the  South  Sea  scheme, 
which  relates  to  the  pnbKc  debts  of  the  nation, 
and  other  the  premise^  in  order  to  revive  our 
languis)>ihg  trade,  to  restore  public  credit,  to 
remove  the  discpnteots,  and,  as  far  as  is  practi- 
cable, silence  the  pomplaints  of  an  injured  na- 
tion, by  such  ways  and  methods,  as  they,  in 
their  gre«t  wisdom,  shall  see  meet.  .  And  your 
Petitioners  shall  pray,  ftcJ" 

Besides  the  above  Petitions,  the  fblfowtng 
were  also  presented  to  the  H*ose,  from  the  fol- 
ii^wiag  places  i      j^ 

County  and  City  of  Gloucester. 

Setting  forth.  That  the  mischievous  e£fects 
€tte  trade  of  the  nation,  and  particularly  the 
Clothing  manufacture  of  that  country,  lie  under, 
is  Occasioned  by  the  treacherous  practices  of 
the  late  South  Sea  Directors;  as  also  the  ruin 
of  the  public  credit  of  the  nation:  and  pray- 
iag;  That  they  nsay  be  put  under  an  incapacity 
of  doing  such  mischief  to  the  public  for  the  fu- 
taffe. 

City  of  Worcester, 

Settiag  fortb,  Tbat  the  oHseries  of  their  nom- 
berkta  poor,  now  intirely  ^estttnte  of  work,  cidl 
mk&gd^nikii  Ximt  OBp«nUkMiiijttntt  pr*^ 


voke  them  to  petition  lot  Justice  against  the 
late  South  Sea  Directors,  their  aiders  and  abet« 
tors,  who  are  the  destroyers  of  their  Trade,  and 
plunderers  of  their  Country :  add  praying  re* 

Borough  of  St.  Albans. 

Setting  forth.  That  they  cannot  bat  with  ihm 
greatest  concern  take  notice  of  the  many  and 
great  calamities  brought  upon  the  wh«le  king« 
dom,  by  the  ill  management,  treacherous  eon* 
duct,  and  sordid  practices,  of  the  late  South 
Sea  Directors;  who  by  their  false  cunning,  hav» 
betrayei^  an  unwary  people  into  poverty,  ruin^ 
and  dfstruction,  contrary  to  the  trust  in 
them  reposed:  and  praying,  Tbat  the  said  late 
^uth  Sea  Directors,  together  with  their  abet«. 
tors  and  confederates,  may  be  brought  to  con* 
dign  punishment* 

NewSnrum, 

Setting  forth.  That  the  late  Soudi  Sea  Di- 
mors,  and  their  black  accomplices,  by  theit 
insatiable  covetousness  and  ambition,  supports 
ed  by  the  base  arts  of  finud  and  dissimuuition^ 
have  brought  the  trade,  and  public  credit,  of 
this  kingdom,  under  the  most  Itfnguisbing  con« 
dition,  as  they  have  also  done  to  Uie  petition* 
ers:  and  prayjng  relief, 

.     City  of  Rochester. 

Setting  forth,  That  the  petitioners  are  deeply 
afifected  with  the  calamities  these  kingdoms  noif 
groan  under,  from,  the  general  decay  of  com* 
roerce,  trade,  manofoctures,  and  the  public  cre- 
dit; and  from  the  misery  and  ruin  whiob  vast 
numbers  of  his  majesty's  faithftil  and  innoceoV 
subjects  now  labour  under;  occasioned  chiefly 
by  the  wicke^  and  detestable  contrivances,  arti- 
fices, and  nnsmanagemeots,  of  the  late  Direo* 
tors  of  the  South  Sea  Companv,  and  their  aidera 
and  abettors:  and  praying,  ^hat  they  may  be 
brought  to  condign  punisliment* 

Borough  of  Shafbbury. 

Setting  forth,  Thsil  it  is  the  destrwdott  of 
trade^  and  the  roin  of  so  many  thousands  o# 
their  fellow  svbjects,  make  them  becoMe  Peti« 
tioners,  that  n»eans  nsay  be  taken  efiectmdly  R> 
detect  the  frandaleat  eoatrivanoee  of  the  latv 
Sovch  Sea  Directors,  and  their  aceomptiees^ 
and  te  punish  the  guilty;  and  that  the  credit  of 
the  nation  may  be  restored :  and  praying  to  be 
relieved  in  the  premises. 

County  of  Worcester. 

Setting  forth.  That  the  man^  moi  greai 
grievances  they  now  labeer  under  is  occasioned 
through  the  boundless  avarice,  and  unparalleled 
treachery,  of  the  late  Directors  ef  the  South  Se» 
Company,  and  their  abettors ;  bj  whose  meant 
the  public  credit  of  the  nation  is  visibly  sunk, 
its  trade  remarkably  stagnated,  and  numberless 
families  reduced  to  eitreme  poverty  and  wantt 
and  paying,  That  they  may  be  bronght  t9 
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Setting  forth,  TTiat  the  Petitioner.,  -ith  the  ?»*'.  •'*^»  ."^^  *««*  F««»««  •»•».•« 
deepest  concern,  represent  their  present  mise- 
nble  condition,  from  the  great  decay  of  their 
trade,  in  common  with  the  rest  of  this  kingdom, 
bj  the  languishing  state  of  public  credit ;  oc- 
casioned by  the  infamous  practices  of  the  late 
8oath  Sea  Directors,  jointly  with  other  persons 
jti  hifher  stations,  to  plunder  the  nation,  and 
enricD  themselves  by  tne  ruin  of  their  fellow 
subjects;  by  which  means  such  a  stop  hath 
^en  had  to  tHe  circulation  of  money,  that,  at 
this  time  especially,  when  the  dut;^  of  hops,  the 
great  commodity  of  those  parts,  is  called  for, 
oie  payment  of  it  will  be  attended  with  so 
tioticb  difficulty  and  hardship,  'that  many  fami- 
lies thereby  will  be  rendered  destitute  of 
almost  a  necessary  subsistence :  And  praying 
relief. 

City  of  Westminster. 

Setting  forth,  That  the  Petitionen  are  deeply 
lifFected  with  the  calamity  brought'  upon  the 
inhabitants  of  that  city,  and  upon  the  nation 
in  general,  by  the  wicked  execution  of  the  late 
South  Sea  scheme;  and  the  great  oppression 
which  the  subscribing  proprietors  of  the  public, 
and  especially  of  the  redeemable  debts^  now 
lay  under ;  to  the  ruin  of  very^  great  numbers  of 
the  trading  inhabitants  of  that  city :  And  pray* 
ing.  That  justice  may  be  done  to  an  injured 
Batioii,  and  reparauon  made  to  the  unhappy 
•ufierers. 

City  of  York. 

Setting  forth  the  deplorable  state  of  the  na- 
lion,  occasioned  by  the  vile  practices,  insati* 
able  avarice,  and.  pernicious  contrivances,  of 
the  late  Directors  of  the  South  Sea  Company, 
their  aiders,  abettors,  and  accomplices ;  and  of 
the  general  decay  of  public  credit,  anc|  trade, 
tfv^ughout  the  nation ;  and  acknowledging,  with 
the  utmost  gratitude,  the  great  care  and  pains 
this  House  hath  taken  towards  the  relief  of  the 
unfortunate,  and  to  discover  the  scheme  of 
wickedness,  notwithstandinc  the  arts  and  con- 
Uivanees  of  some  of  the  conMerates  to  conceal 
the  saose :  and  praying,  That  the  House  will 
proceed  to  satisfy  the  jostice  of  the  nation ; 
and  to  take* such  methods  at  they  shall  judse 
proper  for  restoring  commerce,  and  public 
credit. 

County  of  Chester. 

Setting  forth.  That  the  Pedtioners  have 
daily  experience  of  the  calamitous  and  mis* 
obidvous  effects  of  the  mismanagement,  avariee, 
and  boundless  ambition,  of  the  late  Directors 
of  the  South  Sea  Company,  their  aiders,  abet- 
tors, and  confederates,  in  tlie  intended  de- 
struction of  their  country :  That  the  Petitioners 
cannot  enumerate  the  various  misfortunes  which 
have  attended  this  wicked  project;  but  find 
tbev  have  juss  caose  to  lament  the  small  export 
and  consumption  of  the  manufactures  and 
product  of  this  kingibm^  the  great  decay  of 


be  the  overthrow  of  their  happy 
if  not  timely  redressed:  and  praying,  TbM 
such  measures  may  be  taken  at  may  make  trads 
flourish,  credit  be  restored,  and  jnsbee  done  M 
an  injured  people. 

Borough  of  Shrewsbnry. 

Setting  forth,  That  they  are  deeply  afiected 
with  the  present  calamities  that  many  thou- 
sands of  families  in  this  nation  labour  ondef) 
from  the  impositions,  and  fraudulent  practices 
of  the  late  South  Sea  Directors^  their  aideis 
and  abetters,'  by  the  corrupt  management  of 
the  stock  of  the  Company,  for  their  own  pri- 
vate advantage,  to  the  great  decay  of  trade, 
the  sinking  of  public  credit,  aad  tbe, utter  mil 
of  many  of  their  fellow  subjects;  and  returning 
their  thanks  to  the  House  for  their  unwearied 
endeavours  to  deliver  the  unhappy  suffisrcn, 
lay  open  the  vile  mystery  of  iniquity,  aoi 
remedy  t)^  evils :  And  prating  the  cnntintt- 
ance  of  the  same,  for  the  dSscottering  and  pa- 
oishiog  the  authors  and  contrivers  of  these 
misfortunes,  suitable  to  the  nature  of  tbiic 
crimes. 

County  of  Dorset. 

Setting  forth,'  That  from  the  treacherous 
practices  of  the  late  Directors  and  Managers 
oC^the  South  Sea  Company,  and  of  those  bf 
whom  they  have  been  guided  and  influenced, 
not  only  the  credit  of  this  flourishing  and  ooce 
happy  nation,  is  almost,  if  not  irretrievably 
lost,  and  thereby  the  rents,  and  revenues,  trade^ 
and  commerce,  of  the  kingdom,  become  pre- 
carious :  but  sise  a  great  number  of  innocent 
people  have  been  seduced,  and  led  away  by 
them,  to  the  utter  ruin  of  themselves,  and 
those  who  have  depended  upon  them:  and 
praying  relief. 

City  of  Bristol. 

Setting  forth,  That  the  Petitionen  beinc 
truly  sensible'  of  the  extraordinary  care,  and 
diligent  endeavours,'  that  have  been  used  te 
di^pover,  and  bring  to  comlign  punishment, 
those  voracious  Robbers  of  their  County,  and 
Mismanagers  of  the  South  Sea  stock,  and  their 
accomplices;  who,  to  aggrandise iheir  fiuiiilies, 
have  unJMStly  amasied  vast  sums  of  money, 
destroyed  our  credit,  and  ruined  many  thoa- 
sands  of  their  fellow  subjects:  and  prayiajt. 
That  no  man's  greatness,  iU-gotten  riches,  at 
fliglit  from  justice  may  screen  him  from  pab^ 
lie  punishment. 

Borongh  of  Oakhanpton. 

Setting  forth,  That  the  ffreat  decay  of  trade 
in  that  borough,  and  places  adjacent,  depend- 
ing altogether  on  the  woollen  maoofificture^  is, 
in  4  great  measure,  owing  t(i  the  avarice  and 
corrupt  practices,  of  the  late  Directors  nf  the 
South  Sea'  Company,  and  their  coniederaMS ; 
who  have  been  the  chief  instruments  of  turauif 
stock  io  trade  into  the  mischieveM 
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fst^s;  wberelij  the  tx^Ob  tint  in«dit  of  this 
kiogdoiH  hitt  been  in  Che  gfetite«t  degree  affect* 
ed:  and  {>riyltig  reNef. 

County  of  Somenei* 

Setting  fbrtk,  That  cbe  betition^rs^  oppreised 
with  tbfl  univettal  calaomy  broti|fat  upon  tb^ 
nation  in  general,  by  the  mi^managetocftt^ 
avarice,  and  fatal  comtrivanees,  of  the  late 
directors  of  th^  South  Sea  company,  their 
ambors,  abettors,  and  Confederates^  thhik 
themeehet  obliged  to  represcAit  th6  pre^ni 
condition^  of  that  once  ioorishing  coanry :  soch 
is  the  decay  of  their  trade,  that  their  woollen 
manufactures,  the  riches  and  support  of  the 
kingdom,  but  of  that  county  in  parttcular,  are, 
in  a  maimer,  entirely  laid  dovrn;  and  many 
sobstatttid  and  wealthy  fanulles  are  reduced  to 
diificohias,  for  want  6f  employment  in  the 
ctoching  trade:  and  prdjiog,  That  s*cb  me». 
sores  may  be  taken^  that  tnnte  may  floitfish^ 
and  justice  done  to  an  injured  natron. 

County. of  ^merset. 

Setting  forth,  That  it  was  a  great  pleasure 
and  satisfaction  to  the  petitioners,  to  observe 
the  ^gilant  endeavoars  and  noble  desilgns,  that 
were  taken  last  session  to  disdiarge  the  pubhe 
debts;  and  thereby  to  support  th«  credit  of 
the  nation ;  and  to  restore  trade  (o  its  fbrmei^ 
flourishing  condition,  on  which  many  populous 
places  in  that  conntydo  chiefly  depend :  but  they 
find  to  their  great  grief  and  surpnce,  thos«  good 
desigus  are  made  abortive  by  the  villainous  and 
corrupt  practices  of  those  that  were  entnuted 
therewith,  and  their  secret  confederates;  who 
have  not  only  endeavoured  to  deprive  the 
public  of  what  had  been  donie  foit  it,  but  have 
actually  ruined  many  thousands  of  prrvate 
families,  and  shook  the  very  credit  of'  th« 
nation,  to  answer  their  avaricious  and  «mbi« 
tious  designs :  and  prayine,  That  restitution 
may  be  made  to  an  injured  state  and  deluded 
people. 

Town  of  Beverley. 

Setting  forth,  That  the  petitioners,  amongst 
(h6  rtst  of  a  distressed  people,  beg  ieave  to 
represent  their  detestation  and  abhorrence  of 
fSde  vile  practices  and  scandalous  proc^edingsi 
of  the  late  directors  of  the  Soutn  Sea;  who 
have  nblised  the  trust  reposed  in  them  for  the 
Common  good,  and  taken  the  advantage  of  the 
^e  ignonnice  and  credulity  of  multitudes,  to 
the  ruin  of  thto,  and  n'o  less  to  the  detriment 
of  the  whole  nation ;  since  a  general  decay  of 
trade,  feilure  of  manufactures,  and  loss  of 
credit  is  the  consequences  and  praying  relkf. 

Borough  of  Bt>sum. 

Setting  forth,  That  they  think  it  their  duty 
to  represent  the  unparalleled  miseries  and 
'misfortunes  which  they,  and  their  neighbour^ 
the  growers  of  wool,  m  that  county,  and  the 
rest  of  their  unhappy  fellow-subjects,  labour 
under,  by  the  generta  decay  of  trade,  manv- 
fkctai4s| and pnblick  credit^  wluch  sad  elBects, 
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af  fltoek-jobbing ;  ai^,  in  defiance  of  law  and 
justice,  have  deported  from  all  rules  of 'liones- 
ty;  and  are  now  b^eoise  remarkable^  only  for 
their  being  viie^  and  praying.  That  the  in- 
stances for  briagmg  over  their  late  ca&hier,  Mr. 
Knight,  may  be  continued;  and  that  the 
great  oppressors  of  an  injureid  people  may  be 
pumshed. 

Borough  of  Maldon. 

Setting  forth,  That  the  many  calamities, 
which  have  ensued  from  the  fraudulent  con- 
trivances and  practices  of  those  who  were 
btely  concerned  in  the  management  of  the 
adairs  of  the  South  Sea  Company,  and  their 
accomplices,  have  affected  the*  petitioners  as 
well  as  the  rest  of  the  kingdom :  and  praying 
relief. 

City  of  Exeter. 

Setting  forth.  That  the  petitioners  groan 
under  the  weigltt  of  so  heavy  a  calamity,  as 
Ike  late  evil  and  destructive  management  of 
the  South  Sea  scheme  hath  brought  upon  the 
nation ;  in  the  execution  of  which,  a  set  of 
wicked  men,  to  the  everlasting  reproach  of  the 
English  name,  have  imagined,  contrived,  and 
almost  compassed  the  death  o^  the  common- 
wealth, if  the  loss  of  money,  trade,  and  credit, 
msry  be  so  called :  and  praying;.  That  the 
sealoas-emdeavonrs  taken  to  deliver  this  coun- 
try out  of  so  grievous  a  calamity  may  be  con- 
tinued* 

County  of  Bucks. 

Setting  forth.  That  the  petitioners,  having 
seen  their  country,  which,  about  one  year  since, 
was  in  as  flonrishing  a  condition  as  possible ; 
especially  in  respect  of  trade,  manufactures, 
And  the  public  credit ;  reduced,  in  little  taort 
than  hatf  that  time,  to  the  lowest  degree  of 
nmery  and  distress,  occasioned  by  the  avarice, 
fraud,  and  cormption  of  the  South  Sea  Com- 
pany: and  praying  relief. 

Borough  of  Agmondesham. 

Set^  fbfth.  That  they  have  a  jast  sense  of 
the  sad  droumstanees,  wherein  all  sorts  and 
desees  of  men  amongst  them  are  involved; 
and  of  those  piercinz  cries,  and  loud  com- 
plaints which  diffuse  themselves  far  and  wide : 
*ad  are  haard  with  grief,  in  every  corner  of 
*ar  once  happy  islaiid ;  does  constrain  them  t# 
>Aplor6  Ao  House  to  continue  its  utmost  en. 
^voma,  that  all  possible  reparation' may  be 
made  to  the  poor  suSefers ;  ariqthat  th^  authors 
and  instram^ms  of  th«ir  ruin:  atay  be  broiight 
<o  condign  punishmant:  and  praybg  rSliaf. 

Coanty  of  Middlesex. 

ftttiint  ffMiK  That  it  i^  with  the  greatest 
^oQoam  that  the  petitiooera  have  Observed  the 
>BaQy  misfortunes  a^  calamities  that  have, 
^f  late,  befel  the  nation  in  |eneral,  and 
^anv  inhabitants  in  that  cotmty  m  particukr, 
hythe  mismanagement,  avarice,  and  corrup- 
^^f  of  the  late  directors  of  the  Scnth  Sea 
Comita^,  their  aldeit.  abattim.  and  c#nfiida- , 
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Ihi^  have  just  reaton  to  bdiere^  are  ocoasiooed 
by  the  insatiable  avarice  and  ambition  of  the 
late  directors,  and  other  officers  of  the  South 
Sea  Company,  their  advisers,  aiders,  and  con- 
federates^ who  to  gain  immense  estates  and 
grandeur  to  themselves,  and  families,  have^  in 
such  predigicHit  and  unexampled  manner, 
hnke  the  great  trust  and  confidence  reposed 
in  theai,  as  to  bring  their  native  country  into 
imminent  danger  of  ruin  and  destruction :  and 
praying.  That  such  measures  may  be  taken, 
'  that  trade  may  flourish,  and  public  credit  be 
restored,  at  weU  as  justice  done  to  an  injured 
people.  , 

County  of  Warwick. 

Setting  forth.  That  the  petitioners  crave 
leave  to  represent  the  unparalleled  grievances 
of  a  plundered  people :  who,  by  thie  avarice 
and  rapine  of  a  set  of  parricides,  are  reduced, 
from  the  most  flourishing  condition,  and  that  in 
the  space  of  one  year  only,  to  as  deplorable 
ti  state  of  calamit)r  and  distress  as  they  ever  yet 
sufiered  by  any  civil  tumult,  or  foreign  war : 
k  is  to  the  late  treacherous  managers  of  the 
^  South  Sea  Company,  their  abettors  and  confe- 
derates, that  they  owe  the  loss  of  public  credit, 
the  present  deadness  of  trade,  an^  the  utter 
Tuin  of  many  families;  who,  from  great 
aifluence  and  esteem,  are  sunk  at  once  into 
poverty  and  reproach ;  such  a  scene  of  misery 
xnu9t  very  sensibly  aifect  ^every  true  lover  of 
his  country,  to  cry  aloud  for  vengeance :  and 
praying  rdief. 

Liberty  of  St.  Albans. 

Setting  forth,  That  the  great  decay  of  trade 
and  credit,  and  the  unspeakable  desolation  of 
their  country  by  the  late  South  Sea  directors, 
their  agents  and  abettors,  will  not  suffer  them 
to  be  silent,  while  they  see  the  detestable 
authors  of  their  misery  remain  unpunished,  said 
thousands  of  honest  families  daily  overwhelmed 
in  ruin :  and  praying  relief. 

County  of  York, 

Setting  forth.  That  the  petitioners  think 
Lemselves  obliged  to  return  thanks  to  the 
House,  for  their  inquiry  into  the  evil  practices, 
and  perfidious  management  of  the  late  South 
Sea  directors  and  their  as^ocia^es ;  and/or  the 
tender  regard  they  have  shewed  to  their  pre- 
3ent  misfortunes  occasioned  thereby,  which  are 
so  less  than  the  decay  of  trade,  the  loss  of 
public  credit,  the  ruin  of  innumerable  families, 
and  the  dishonour  of  the  British  nation :  and 
praying  relief. 

Borough  of  Leeds. 

Setting  forth,  That  tbe  petitionefs  crave 
leave  to  represent  to.  the  House  the  deplorable 
condition  of  that  town,  from  the  miserable 
decay  of  trade,  and  of  private  as  well  afc  public 
icredit;  the  fatal  effects  whereof  they  most 
aensibly  feel,  and  deeply  lament ;  that  the 
latie  directors  of  the  South  Sea  Company,  and 
tiiidr  accompUceS|  bare  i>y  their  mysterious 


Gontrivances,  insidious  schemes,  and  driosiie 
overtures,  brought  upon  them  the  afflicting 
misfortunes  they  now  labour  under :  and  prijf- 
ing  relief! 

City  of  Canterbury. 

Setting  forth.  That  the  Petitioners  are  very 
sensible  of  the  general  decay  of  trade,  and 
other  public  calamitieS|  of  this  nation  ;  wfaicfa 
are  the  sad  consequences  and  effects  of  the  de- 
lusive schemes,  subtle  contrivances,  and  wicked 
practices,  of  the  late  Directors  of  tbe  Soath 
bea  Company,  their  encouragers,  aiders,  abet- 
tors, and  confederates,  to  advance  and  enrich 
themselves,  and  gratify  their  own  boundless  am- 
bition and  avarice,  by  the  utter  ruin  of  tbdr 
country  :  and  praying,  That  their  estates  maj 
be  applied  to  make  restitution  towards  the  re- 
lief of  the  poor  unhappy  sufoers. 

Town  of  Birmingham). 

Setting  forth,  That  trade  amongst  them  is 
wonderfully  decayed,  by  which  the  poor  are  re- 
duced to  unspeakable  miseries  and  want ;  sod, 
if  it  were  in  a  flourishing  condition,  they  want 
money  to  carry  it  on,  and  to  pay  the  poor 
workmen  fur  their  labour,  as  they  ought  to  do. 
These  their  calamities  they  firmly  believe  to  be 
wholly  owing  to  the  decay  of  poblic  credit,-  oc- 
casioned by  the  mismanagement^  avarice,  and 
fatal  contrivances,  of  the  late  Directors  of  the 
South  Sea  Company,  their  aiderr,  abettors,  and 
confederates,  who  have  thereby  put  them  m 
very  great  danger  of  the  destruction  of  ones 
the  most  flourishing  nation  in  tbe  world :  asd 
praying  relief. 

Town  of  Bedford. 

Setting  forth,  That  the  Petitioners  do^  with 
the  utmost  grief  and  concern,  behold  tlie  decsy 
of  trade  in  that  corporation,  and  hear  of  oooi- 
plainu  of  the  same  ftxnn  all  parts  of  this  king- 
dom :  occasioned  by  the  wicked  devices  of  the 
late  South  Sea  Directors,  and  their  accomf>Koes, 
in  deluding  many  of  bis  maieaty's  sobfecis,  to 
their  total  ruin,  with  tbe  false  represeotatjaai 
of  gain  :  and  praying.  That  the  authors  oisy 
be  punished.        • 

County  of  Bedford. 

Setting  forth.  That  the  Petitioiien  do,  with 
4reat  concern,  behold  the  decay  of  trad^  aod 
ttie  languishing  condition  it  is  now  in,  tbioog^ 
out  the  couiKy  of  Bedford,  and  tbe  rest  of  dM 
kingdom  ;  the  occasion  of  this  h  tbe-waat  d 
money,  the  life  of  all .  commerce ;  which  bu 
been  dirained  from  them  by  tbe  pemiciotts  arts 
and  management  of  the  Ute  directors  of  the 
Sooth  Sea  Companr,  and  their  acoomplioes : 
and  praying.  That  the  aothora  naj  ha  htaof^ 
to  condignponialiii^t. 

City  of  biirham. 

Setting  forth.  That  the  Petidontn  art  sea- 

sibly  affected  with  the  miserable  condition  dm 

nation  is  reduced  to^  in  the  decay  of  tradei  aa^ 

ios»  of  public  credit;  eccaiiongd  by  the  gphca^ 
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of  araricey  and  wicked  practfces»  of  the  late 
I>rre^or8  of  the  S'>utb  Sea  CoBi|>any,  their 
accomplices  and  abettors :  htimblj  implore 
tlie  House  to  contioae  to  lay  open  this  scene 
of  iniquity.  Aod  praytni^^  that  the  authors 
aauy  be  brought  to  condign  puuishment. 

City  of  Chester. 

Sotting  forth,  That  the  Petitioners,  under  a 
deep  sense  of  the  deplorable  state  and  con- 
dition the  nation  in  general  is  broo^t  into,  oc- 
casioned by  the  vile  practices  and  contrivances 
of  the  late  Directors  of  t\\e  South  Sea  Com- 
pany, their  aiders,  abetters,  and  confederates, 
cannot  but  with  great  regret  and  concern  la- 
ment the  many  mischiefs  and  calamities  they 
of  that  ancient  city  now  labour  under,  chiefly 
owing  to  the  great  decay  6f  trade,  and  loss  of 
public  credit ;  and  prajring.  That  the  authors 
may  be  brought  to  condign  punishment* 

County  of  Pembroke. 

Setting  forth.  That  the  public  credit  bf  the 
nation  hath  been  destroyed  by  the  infamous 
practices  of  the  late  Directors  of  the  South 
Sea  Company,  and  their  accomplices  :  and 
praying  that  those  detestable  parricides  be 
brought  to  condign  punishment. 

Borough  of  Tam worth. 

'  Setting  forth^  That  their  decay  of  trade,  and 
the  want  of  vent  for  their  commodities,  is 
occasioned  by  the  destructiveoess  aud  scan- 
dalous, corrupt,  management,  of  the  South  Sea 
scheme,  to  the  ruin  of  public  as  well  as  priv^e 
credit,  the  impoverishment  of  a  great  number  of 
persons :  and  praying.  That  proper  measures 
may  be  taken  tor  the  encouragement  of  trade, 
the  redress  of  all  their  grievances,  and  for  the 
preventing  the  like  corruption  for  the  future. 

.    County  of  Leicester. 

Setting  forth,  That  they  can  never  enough 
nagiufy  the  justice  of  parliament,  in  detecting 
the  villainy  of  a  set  of  men  who  have  ruined 
tba  credit  of  their  country,  under  the  specious 
name  of  paying  the  public  debts :  so  neither 
can  they  sufficiently  abhor  the  impudence  of 
some,  who,  under  the  pretence  of  advancing 
public  credit,  would  prevent  the  payment  of 
those  debts :  and  praying,  That  public  justicf 
aaay  be  applied  to  public  roguery,  and  make 
tbm,  aod  them  alone,  restore,  who  have  bad 
their  ibare  in  the  plunder. 

City  of  Litchfield. 

Setting  forth,  That  the  decay  of  trade,  and 
the  complaints  of  the  poor  manufactorers, 
pioceeds  from  the  vile  ana  scandaloos  manage* 
maB^  of  the  Directors  of  the  Soath  Sea  scheme, 
their  aiders,  abettors,  and  accomplices ;  whose 
deceit,  avarice,  corruption,  and  imposition,  of 
all  kiitds,  have  been  such  as  no  nation  ever  suf- 
fered, or  time  produced  t  and  prayitif^  That 
th«  saoiie  true  spirit,  vfhidi  attemfed  tbe  pariia- 
attht  ba|iiuitO|of  thii  fjcm  mf9od 


work,  may  still  oontiniie  with  tbem,  lo  tbl^ 
completing  of  it: 

Borou^  of  Aylesbury. 

Setting  forth,  The  misery  that  they  in  com« 
mon  wiUi  the  rest  of  their  fellow  subjects^' 
at  present  groan  under,  from  the  total  decay  of 
trade  and  credit  of  these  kingdoms  ;  and  that 
nothing  can  conduce*  more  oSectuatly  to  tha 
retrieving  the  unhappy  condition  of  these  na-» 
tions,  than  a  vigorous  pursuit  of  jnsdca  against 
those  who  have  been  the  authors  and  contrivert 
of  our  present  misfortutaes  :  and  praying,  That 
impartial  justice  will  be  done,  without  distimy 
tion  of  persons. 

City  of  Oxford. 


Setting  forth.  That  they  are  deeply  ( 
ed  atvthelossof  public  credit,  the  decay  of 
trade,  and  the  miseries  that  have  been  brought 
upon  us  by  tbe  widted  and  pernicious  praccicea 
of  tbe  late  directors  of  the  South  Sea,  and  tb« 
more  corrupt  and  evil  counsels  of  their  alders 
and  abettors  :  and  praying  that  the  betrayers 
of  their  coantry,  how  great  or  how  many  soever, 
may  be  brought  to  speedy  and  public  juatioe. 

Borough  of  Reading. 

Setting  forth,  That  to  seeoor  national  credit 
which  hath  always  been  esteemed  saored  and 
inviolable,  and  stood  the  stock  of  all  times, 
had  in  so  little  regard ;  and  the  creditors  there- 
6f  plundered,  instead  of  being  justly  paid  ;  to 
find  a  glorious  prospect  and  opportunity  of 
lessening  our  public  debts,  which  have  been  a 
long  and  heavy  weight  on  the  true  national  in* 
terest,  frustnoed  and  disai^inted  by  tiie  seW 
fish  views  of  ambicioos  men ;  are  truths  too 
clear  not  to  be  seen,  and  of  too  much  cdnse* 
quence  not  to  be  complained  of;  these,  and 
all  our  present  grievances,  are  justly  to  be  at* 
tributecl  to  the  treacherous  and  destrucdva 
execution  of  the  South-Sea  scheme :  and  pray« 
in^,  That  no  endeavourrnsay  be  wantmg  to 
bnng  all  ofienders,  and  betrayers  of  their  cquq- 
try,  to  due  punishment. 

Town  of  Cambridge. 

Setting  forth,  That  bdn^  deeply  seotiUa  of 
the  deplorable  condition  this  aatioa  at  present 
is  in,  if  the  villainous  manapment  of  the  lata 
South-Sea  directors,  their  aideii  and  abettors  t 
which  has  almost  intirely  destroyed  the  trada^ 
and,  consequently,  the  public  credit,  of  this 
kingdom :,  and  pra^fing.  That  all  eodeavoois 
will  be  used  to  bring  the  gadty  to  oondiipt 
punishment.  i 

City  of  Lincoln. 

Setting  forth,  That  tha  general  calamity  of 
this  nation,  bt  die  want  of  trade,  loss  of  pnb» 
lie  credit,  ami  the  scarcity  of  mooay,  atlaMad 
with  the  lameatable  compiaiat  of  a  Tast  mmi- 
ber  of  suffiering  persons,  oocasioiied  by  tha 
fraudalent  pracliees  of  the  lata  direatois  and 
managers  of  the  SootbvSaa  Company,  obliges 
«•  la  aa(  AfCh  tbai  Mtonooi^  SAm  of 
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'B00u^>.^  (leceUoffi  Mjl  of  m^n  joined 
together,  in  8uch  a  pernicrout  c|esign :  And 
praying.  That  efffcluai  care  will  be  taken  in 
the  discoTering  and  punishing  all  the  offenders, 
aiders,  and  abetton,  in  this  grand  and  wicked 
nad^rtaking. 

Borough  of  Chipping  Wycombe. 

Setting  forth,  That  the  ineipcessiblc  cala- 
mities ih^j  now  lie  uod^r,  by  the  decay  of  trade 
mod  credit  of  this  once  dourishing  kingdom, 
now  redMoed  %o  the  utmost  degree  of  misery, 
h^  thcviie  and  sciin^alous  practices  of  the  Ute 
S«Utb-3ea  Bir^ors,  their  aiders  and  abettors ; 
And  praying,  That  a  vigorous  inquiry  ro«y  be 
made,  to  bnng  to  justice,  and  deserved  punish- 
ment, the  authors  and  contrivers  of  these  un- 
paraiiaM  grievances. 

Borough  of  Abingdon. 

,  Setting  forth,  l*hat  they  are  infinitelf  eon- 
«Mraed  at  the  deplorable  and  melancholy  con- 
dition to  nhicb  this  nation  is  reduoed  by  'the 
general  de'eay  of  trade,  manufactares,  ana 
}iubUc  credit ;  cccasioDed  by  the  fatal  practices 
of  the  late  directors  of  the  South-Sea  Company, 
and  their  perfidious  accomplices:  and  praying, 
That  proper  measures  may  be  taken,  tmtt  trade 
npay  flourish,  public  credit  be  restortd,  and  jus- 
tice done  to  an  injured  people. 

Town  and  Port  of  Htstiogs. 

Setting  forth,  That  tbe  fishery,  which,  for  ages 
past,  hath  been  the  cbie^  support  of  this  and 
many  other  maritime  (owns,  n  now  reduced 
to  a  very  low  ebb,  through  the  power  vested 
in  the  late  directors  of  the  Sonth^SeaComf  any, 
their  advisers,  aiders,  and  abettors  t  and  prayp 
ing,  That  such  measures  may  bo  taken  to 
bimg  them  to  condign  pyiishment. 

Bprougb  of  Uaslemere; 


Setting  forth,  That  the  Tillainout  pmo- 
tioes  of  the  late  directors  of  the  Soutb-Sea 
Company,  and  tbeir  abettors,  have  occasioned  a 
great  decay  of  trade,  and  scarcity  of  money ; 
and  witlmut  a  bi^iskeir  circulation  of  which,  the 
worst  of  consequences  roust  inevitably  ensue : 
and  praying,  That  tboae  Mmuters  of  Pride  and 
Cotetoi^ness  may  be  detected,  and  punished. 

Borough  of  Southwark. 

^  Setting  forth.  That  they  cannot  but  be. sen- 
a&le  of  the  misery  brought, on  tliis  nation,  by 
the  evil-iatentions,  and  worse  practices,  of  the 
lato  Directors  of  the  South  Sea  Company,  their 
accomplices,  aiders,  and  abettors;  by  which 
many  thousands  have  l>een  reduced  to  misery 
and  want:  and  praying,  That  the  Robbers  of 
their  Country,  9f  what  degree  or  quality  soever, 
be  punished;  and  that  tnule  may  be.restored, 
and  credit  revived. 

City  of  Hereford.      . 

Setting,  forth.   That  the  general  decay  jo£ 
tra(}e,  aqd.  the  dismal  calamities  brought  upon 
the  nation,  by  a  set  of  wicked  and  arariciow 
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,  who,  to  accumulate  wealth  to  themtelfeB, 
have  utterly  rMiaefl  many  thousands  of  their 
countrymen :  aud  praying,^  That  a  toi  comae 
of  justice  will  be  taJseu  to  ((^^r  persons  of  aU 
degrees  from  engaging  in  any  such  desigqa  Ice 
the  future. 

Borough  of  Aldebui)gh. 

Setting  forth,  That  the  universal  decay  of 
trade  and  credit,  which  tins  nation  at  present 
labours  under,  occasioned  by  the  netonous 
management  of  the  late  South  Sea  Directon, 
their  agents  and  confederates:  and  praying, 
That  the  authors  of  these  calamities  m^  bt 
brought  to  condign  punishment. 

Borough  of  Derby. 

Setting  forth.  That  the  general  decay  of 
trade,  manufacture^,  and  public  credit,  ere  tht 
sa^  effects  of  the  mismanagement,  boundlas 
ambition,  and  pernicious  practices,  of  the  late 
directors  of  the  South  Sea  Company,  their  aiders 
and  accomplices:  and  praying,  Tbnt  such  far- 
ther measures  may  be  taken,  that  trade  may 
Nourish,  public  crrait  be  restored,  and  justice 
dojue  to  an  injured  people. 

Borou^  of  Cirencester. 

Setting  forth,  That  they  being  chiefly  em- 
ployed in  the  woollen  manufiEkcturee,  the  pre- 
'servation  of  which  is  very  essential  to  the  wealdi 
of  this  kingdom;  and  that  the  same  is  reduced 
by  the  villainous  execution  of  the  late  peroi- 
cious  South  Sea  Project :  and  praying.  That 
justice  may  be  done  to  those  Betn^yers  of  tbeir 
Country,  who  have  been  the  occasion  of  these 
fatal  mischiefs. 

Borough  of  Appleby. 

Setting  forth,  That  tKey  being  touched  whh 
a  most  compassionate  sense  of  the  gveat  sod 
inexpressible  calanuties  brought  upon  this  kug- 
dom,  by  <the  diabolical  artifices  of  the  South' Sa 
Directors,  and  their  confederates :  and  praying, 
That  those  which  have  been  the  ruin  of  our  ku 
most  flourishing  trade,  and  public  credit,  be 
brought  to  conmgn  punishment. 

County  of  Surrey. 

Setting  forth.  That  they  would  appear  tetally 
insensible  of  the  universal  calamity  of  their 
q^ontrv,  and,  in  some  degree,  consenting  to  the 
guilt  of  the  late  infomous  Directors  of  the  Sooth 
§ea  Company,  and  theh*  aiders  apd  abettorSi 
should  they  any  longer  refrain  from  dedariog 
their  utmost  abhorrence  of  tliose  detestable 
machinations,  and  vile  practices,  which  have 
.  Drought  a  most  flourishing  nation  ooder  the 
utnM}st  difficulties  and  distress:  and  praying 
That  just  measures  will  be  tdLen  for  the  re- 
storing credit,  and  doing  justice,  to  aa  iajsrsd 
people. 

Town  and  County  of  SoqtbamptOB. 


Setting  forth^  That  they  are  brought  tflte  a 
very  low  condition  by  the  great  decay  of  tred^ 
oofiaNoned  dutfif^  Iry^tbp-iiacW  fMmmmn 
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tome  coYetOQS  persooB,  who  hftvedivtrted  pent 
part  of  the  wealth  of  the  DHtion  out  of  its  pro* 
per  cbanoely  and  tak«ii  it  to  tb«>niol^«t:  Mid 
praying.  That  thoie  who  have  been  aoc^SMry 
to  the  general  icaUunity  be  brought  to  exemplary 
punithment;  and  that  some  speedy  method 
may  be  provided  for  the  reviving  of  trade. 


Borough  of  Stamford. 

Setting  forth,  That  they  deckire  their  utmost 
detestation  of  the  crimes  of  the  late  Directors 
of  the  South  Sea^Company,  their  agents  and  ac- 
complicesy  who  have  been  (be  ruin  of  both  pub- 
lic and  private  credit,  disconraged  industry,  and 
rendered  them  in  such  a  condition  as  otherwise 
woultl  not  have  been  known  to  the  trading  peo- 
ple :  and  praying.  That  such  measures  may  be 
found  as  may  t^  judged  most  proper  to  dis- 
courage, and,  in«due  time^  bring  all  the  crimi* 
naif  to  just  punishment. 

Borough  of  Sudbury. 

Setting  forth,  That  the  corrupt  and  enor- 
mous practices  of  the  late  Sooth  Sea  Directors, 
their  confederates  and  assistants,  and  the  mis- 
d^evous  consequences  of  their  detestable 
schemes,  have  very  much  contributed  to  the 
present  decay  of  trade,  and  public,  in  general ; 
the  fotal  effects  of  which  have  been  do  where 
more  sensibly  felt,  than  by  those  whose  depend- 
ence chiefiy  consists  in  th^oellen  manufactares 
for  esponation :  and  praying.  That  oare  may 
be  taken  to  revive  the  langaisbing  trade,  and 
re-establish  pnblio  credit,  and  in  bringing  to 
exempiaryi  pamshmeDt  ait  the  authors  of  these 
calamities. 

Borough  of  Westbury. 

letting  forth,  That  bearing  so  great  a  sbar- 
of  that  exteMive  cabmitv  mis  poor  and  dise 
tressed  nation  groans  under,  by  the  boundless 
avarice,  and  corrupt  practices,  of  the  late  Di- 
rectors of  the  South-Sea,  their  aiders,  abettors, 
and  confederates,  who  have  occassioned  the 
great  decay  of  trade  in  the  woollen  manufacture : 
and  praying,  that  relief  may  be  given  therein 
by  giving  eaomwagMielife  to  trade,  redressing 
their  grievances,  and  restoring  of  public  credit, 
and  doing  justice  to  an  ic^ured  natioB. 

Town  and  Borough  of  Pontefract. 

Setting  forth,  ThttbthftiMB  of  trade,  oocasioa- 
•d  by  the  dark  schemes,  and  vile  pvactieety 
of  a  set  of  men  who  have  engrossed  a  great  pact 
of  the  treasure  of  the  nation  into  their  hands, 
to.  the  Htter  roin  of  a  great  many  foailirs :  and 
pmyiag,  That  proper  measures  may  he  taken 
to  revive  tnde^  and  give  lestitution  to  the  op- 
fKised. 

Borough  of  Colchester. 

Setting  forth^  That  out  of  a  deep  seme^of  the 
Buteties  of  many  unhMipy  fomiliei,  deluded  and 
iiidone,by  thannparalleled  firaod  and  corruption 
o<  the  lata  Dbeetoraof  the  Sond^SeaCoofmoy 
^  thdr  secret  acoompUtes^  and  tiM  fota^ 
hai'hMii^^a.  «o>pnh|iact9dit^;  is 


their  concern,  as  well  as  iadigaatien,  against  the 
jnfiunous  betrayers  of  their  country  i  and  pray- 
in  v,  That  such  further  measures  may  be  taken 
to  reheve  trade,  restore  credit,  and  punish  th^ 
vile  authors  of  these  mischiefs,  as  shall  be  judged 
necessary. 

City  and  County  of  Coventry. 

Setting  forth,  ^at  by  the  schemes  of  the 
late  traiterous  Directors  of  the  Sonth-Sea; 
and  their  accomplices,  who  have  been  the 
eccasion  of  an  impoverished  people,  the  le;^ 
sening  of  credit,  and  sinking  of  trade,  that 
many  artificers  in  their  woollen  manufoo- 
tures  oanaot  be  employed :  and  *  praying,  that 
proper  measures  may  be  taken  to  revive  nrad^^ 
and  restore  credit  and  pnoishiDg  the  offenders 
thereof. 

Town  of  Barnstable. 

Setting  forth,  That  beiag  sensible  of  th«ooi^ 
plication  of  miseries  brought  upon  the  whole  na^ 
tion  byjthe  unparalleled  attempts,  and  insatiable 
avarice,  of  the  late  Sonth^ea  Dhrectors^  and 
thtir  abomiaaye  accomplices  s  and  the  gtetc 
damage  done  to  trade;  and  the  sinking  ofpubKc 
and  privatecredit :  aad  praying,  That  trade  omi^ 
be  revived,  public  credit  restored,  and  the  coii^ 
trivers  thereof  pumthed* 

Borough  of  Richmond. 

Setting  fortli,  that  they  beii^  sensibly  affected 
with  the  calamities  themselves  and  fellow-sub- 
jacis  labour  uader,  by  the  decay  of  trade,  lihe 
ruin  of  pnbhe  credit^  and  the  weight  ofthen#- 
tionsl debts:  occasioned  by  the  late$dtt«h9en 
Directors,  ihe'ir  aiders,  and  abettors,  as  the  solie 
authore  of  these  misfortunes :  and  praying,  That 
public  foith  may  he  revived,  trade  increased, 
and  those  parricides  hroo^t  to  ponishaleBt* 
adequate  to  their  crimes. 

County  of  Derby. 

S«tttiig  forUs  That  they  beg  leaveto  express 
their  conoero  for  the  unspeakable  miseries  this 
once  ftmrisbtag  nation  is  reduced  to,  by  the 
corrupt  management  of  the  laCe  SoUth-Sea  Di- 
sectors,  their  agents  end  abettor^;  who,  not- 
withstanding theimmense  sums  they  have  cheat* 
ed  the  nation  of,  have  yet  the  confidence  to 
conceal  their  estate  and  effects :  and  praying 
that  trade  may  be  revived,  public  credit  re- 
stoifed,  the  grand  cetruptwn  detected,  and  no 
obetaole  to  hinder  the  phmderers  of  thft  pni^ 
from  being  broi|ght  to  speedy  justice. 

Borough  of  East  Retfocd. 

Setting  forth,  That  being  deqily  afSicttd  with 
concern  for  the  calamitous  comutiott  to  which 
thev  see  this  nation  exposed,  hf  the  pemteions 
and  wicked  execution  of  the-Sooth  Sea  Schema 
which  has  decayed  their  impaired  credk^  and 
drained  [away  the  money  i  and  praying.  That 
this  nation  may  be  restored  to  a  flourishing 
condition,aBd  become  the  resort  of  credit^  and 
that  the  -offosden  Biny  hu  brought  lo  condiga 
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Qoroughof  ETeshiun.      * 

Setting  forth,  That  they  are  deeply  ttfisible 
of  the  deplorable  estate  of  this  kiogdoiiiy  occa- 
sioned by  the  wicked  and  deliberate  cootri- 
vance  of  the  South-Sea  Directors,  in  concur- 
rence with  those  who  trusted  and  employed 
them :  and  praying,  that  endeavours  may  be 
used  to  detect,  and  punish,  such  unparalleled 
•rimes,  and  the  authors  thereof. 

Borough  of  Newark  upon  Trent.  ' 

Setting  forth,  That  never  was  the  cry  mpre 
universal,  or  the  occasion  more  important,  to 
see  a  whole  kingdom  deluded,  impoverished, 
and  afironted,  by  the  wicked  contrivances  and 
machinations  of  the  late  infamous  Directors  of 
the  Sonth'^a:  and  prayins,  That  this  House 
will  persevere  in  the  course  wey  have  begun,  in 
detecting,  and  punishing,  all  offenders,  of  what 
title  or  quality  soever. 

Borough  of  Newbury. 

Setting  forth.  That  they  having:  a  justabbor- 
>ence  of  the  late  villainous  contrivance  of  the 
betrayers  of  their  country,  the  deplorable  state 
and  uncommon  miseries  they  labour  under,  by 
the  fatal  decay. of  trade,  manufacture  and  pub- 
lic credit :  and  praying,  that  this  House  will 
proceed  to  punish  die  betrayers  of  their  coun- 
try. 

-  ;  City  of  Norwich. 

Setting  forth.  That  they  retain  the  deepest 
sense  of  the  great  encouraoment  given  to 
their  manufacture  ;  and,  embolden^  by  so 
many  ereat  and  signal  favours  conferred  upon 
them,  humbly  beg  leave  to  represent  to  this 
hooourable  House  the  calamitous  condition  of 
this  once  flourishing  city;  occasioned  by  the 
decay  of  traae,  and  loss  of  public  credit;  a 
distress  brought  upon  them  by  the  wicked  con- 
trivance, and  execrable  villany,  of  a  few  mis 
creants,  the  late  Sooth  Sea  Directors,  their 
aiders  apd  abettors  :  And  praying,  that  such 
measures  may  be  taken  as  this  House,  in  their 
great  wisdom,  shall  think  proper,  to  punish 
those  offenders,  who  have  been  the  ravagers 
of  this  nation,  and  whose  greatness  is  built  upon 
the  ruin  of  their  country. 

Borough  of  Newcastle  under  Line. 

Setting  forth.  That  they  being  under  a  deep 
ieose  of  the  present  misery,  ruin,  and  cofifu- 
tiQO,  brought  upon  them  by  the  villainous  and 
detestable  practices  of  the  Directors  of  the 
South  Sea,  their  powerful  aiders  and  abettors, 
fmd  prayuif,  That  this  House  wiU  persevere  to 
B^e  ail  the  authors  of  their  calamities,  how 
great  soever,  an  exemplary  sacrifice  to  the  loud 
orii^  and  just  expectation,  of  a  deluded  and 
iqjmd  people. 

Borough  of  Warwick. 

Setting  forth.  That  the  miseries  brought 
«pon  this  nation  by  the  late  South  Sea  Direc- 
tors, and  thttfaoc»ipplicci;isgatt»btwaiidtrcd 


at,  that  the  many  fatal  effects  of  so  vfle  sad 
artfol  a  conspiracy  should  givedifficoUies  to  tfat 
wisest  counsels ;  but  they  have  the  umuxt 
confidence,  that  neither  the  depth  of  thc^ 
crimes,  nor  the  greatness  of  the  erimtnals,  wiB 
be  ahle  to  elude  the  justice  of  this  House  :  And 
praving.  That  this  House  will  conttnoe  to  takt 
such  measures  as,  may  best  conduce  to  the  re- 
storing public  credit,  the  recovering  trade,  and 
doing  justice  to  an  injured  nation. 

Borough  of  Oxford. 

Setting  forth,  That  under  the  general  mis- 
fortunes, they  cannot  but  express  their  concern 
and  testify  their  abhorrence  of  those  fntal  pro- 
jects and  schemes,  by  which  they  have  been  oc- 
casioned *  and  see  their  country  pillaged  and 
destroyed,  its  trade  oppressed  and  ruined,  and 
its  credit  sunk  and  lost,  xvitbo\it  crying  out  far 
justice :  And  praying,  That  this  House  wiU 
take  such  measures  as  may  be  proper  to  restore 
credit^  revive  trade,  and  doing  justice  to  an  in- 
jured nation. 

Report  from  the  Committee  appoimied  U  m- 
^tttre  tn(o  the  Value  <fthe  Ettatet  of  tkt  Somlk 
Sea  Directors.]  April  17.  Sir  Thomas  Crasse 
reported  from  the  Committee,  to  whom  it  was 
referred  to  examine  the  several  doplioasesof 
tlie  inveqtories  or  particulars  of  the  estates  of 
the  late  sub-governor,  deputy  goveroor,  direc- 
tors, deputy  cashier,  and  accountant^  of  the 
South  Seia  Company, deUvered  into  ihia  House; 
and  to  make  estimates  of  the  balances  of  the 
said  several  duplicates;  That  the  Comnaictce 
had  considered  tlie  matter  to  them  referred ; 
and  had  made  an  estimate  of  the  balances  of  the 
said  several  duplicates  ;  which  they  had  diraoc- 
ed  him  to  re(>ori  to  the  House  ;  and  be  ivid 
the  same  in  his  place  as  follows;  vh. 

"  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  27  th  of 
March  last,  whereby  the  said  several  dupli- 
cates of  the  inventories  and  partkuxlars 
were  referred  to  the  consideration  of  a 
Committee, 

*'  Your  Committee,  for  that  purpose  appoint- 
ed, in  pursuance  of  the  said  order,  have  em- 
ployed some  part  of  their  time  in  the  inspecting 
and  considering  several  of  the  said .  inventories 
and  particulars :  And,  finding  all  or  most  of 
them  to  contain  diffisrimt  methods  in  the  com- 
putations of  the  said  estates ;  and  setting  fbrth 
generally  the  particulars  of  their  several  estates 
as  they  were  upon  the  first  day  of  Jane  last : 
and  then  carrying  on  adiary,onoumal  accooot^ 
of  their  several  transactions,  from  that  day  to 
the  time  they  delivered  in  their  inventoties  to 
the  barons  of  the  exchequer,  puisnant  to  tb^t 
act  of  parliament  in  that  bebalC 

*'  Your  Committee  found  it  imposMble,or  at 
least  exoeedinglv  diflicolt,  to  represent  to  die 
House  thejost  balances  of  their  respective  ao- 
counts,  over  and  besides  the  debts,  andotket 
engap:ements,  wherewith  tbnr  estates  are  saU 
to  be  chaaiged  and  afSscted : 

<«  TbemiKM  yoor  OwBiltM^  the  bctCfltto 
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dear  op  tbtt  difficulty  in  Um  most  expeditious 
and  certain  way,  and  to  put  this  matter  iu 
tbe  fullest  light  ibat  could  be,  for  tbe  informa- 
tioa  of  tbe  House,  madesereral  orders,  where- 
by die  said  sub-goYeraor,  deputy  goYernf>r,  di- 
rectors, deputy  cashier,  and  accouutaut,  were 
ordered  to  lay  before  your  Committee  an  ac- 
count of  the  present  estimate,  or  value,  in  mo- 
Dejf  of  their  several  real  and  personal  estates, 
contained  in  the  said  inventories  or  particulars, 
in  the  most  summary  manner ;  and  that,  in 
loeb  estimate,  or  valuatioo,  they  should  esti- 
mate, or  vakie  their  Bank  stock.  South  Sea 
stock,  and  East  India  stock,  at  160  per  cent, 
one  with  another ;  their  Bank  and  Lottery  An- 
nuities, lottery  tickets,  exchequer  orders,  East 
India  and  SiHith  Sea  bonds,  at  par ;  their  Long 
Annuities  at  StO years  purchase;  tlteir  Short 
Aoooities  at  14  years  purchase;  and  their 
other  stocks  and  securities  as  they  were  cur- 
rently sold  for,  or  valued  at,  upon  the  25th 
day  of  March  last: 

**  That,  in  pursuance  of  tbe  aforesaid  Orders, 
the  said  sub-governor,  deputy-governor,  direc- 
too,  and  deputy  •cashier,  attended  your  com- 
mittee, and  left  with  them  abstracts,  in  writing, 
of  the  estimated  Values  in  money,  of  their  se- 
vertl  real  and  personal  Estates,  comprised  and 
mestioned  in  their  said  respective  inventories 
and  particulavs ;  and  have  balanced  tbe  same 
in  such  manner  as  that  tbe  said  several  balances 
nsy  be  taken  as  clear  money,  over  and  be- 
sides wbat  they  severalty  owe,  or  are  indebted  ; 
except  some  contracts  for  lands,  and  oth^ 
tbiugs,  wbich  are  under  contest;  and  over  and 
besides  such  tettlements  and  provisions  as  they 
alle^  to  have  been  made  for  their  respective 
fiuulies:  and  Mr.  Grig^iby,  not  being  able  to 
sttead  the  committee,  sent  his  abstract,  and 
balance,  in  the  same  form  as  the  otber:  all 
which  balances,  amounting,  together,  to  the 
som  of  2,014,123/.  16s.  7|  J.  your  committee 
bate  inserted  in  a  schedule,  and  annexed  the 
ssme  to  this  their  report,  shewing  what  each 
person's  particular  balance  amounts  to. 

"  Your  committee  craves  leave  to  inform  the 
House,  that  sir  John  Lambert  having  attended 
tbem,  00  the  third  day  of  April,  with  the  ab- 
'  atract  of  his  estate,  and  thereby  stated  liis  ba- 
lance to  be  72,508/.  Is.  5d.  he  afberwards,  on 
the  6th  of  April,  attended  again,  and  alleged, 
That  he  was  misuken  in  his  said  abstract;  a^ 
desired  your  committee  to  receive  a  supple-, 
mental  paper,  by  wbicbhe  would  have  reduced 
bis  balance,  so  delivered  in  as  before,  22,610/. 
8i.  4(/.;  and  hereby  the  said  .baUnce  of 
72,508/.  Is.  6d,  would  liave  bten  not  more 
^.49^97/.  13«.  Id.:  but,  your  committee, 
£>reseein^  tbe  inconvenieacies  that  might  pro- 
bably ansa  to  tbem  from  others,  by  their  re- 
oeivipg  such  paper,  thought  fit  to  reject  the 
■aa^  and  to  uke  only  a  minate  thereof,  to  en- 
^U  tbem  to  represent  the  fact  to  the  House. 

"*  As  lo  the  other .  pan  of  your  order,  wherer 
If  your  oonnoiittea  are  directed  to  make  their 
Msmatiom  upon  tbe  said  inventories  and 
imcolafsi^yoitf  CMuaittee  aaT€  leave  to  in- 


form the  House,  That  the  said  inventories  and 
particulars,  are  in  themselves  so  voluminous, 
consist  of  such  variety  of  transactions  and 
things,  such  great  numbers  of  persons  must  ne- 
cessarily be  examined,  and  so  many  difficulties 
will  naturally  arise,  that  yoifr  committee  hum- 
bly conceive,  thnt  they  cannot,  in  any  reason- 
able time,  make  such  proper  observations  as 
will  answer  the  intention  and  expectation  of 
the  House. 

All  which  your  committee  humbly  certify, 
and  submit  to  the  judgment  of  the  House. 

A  Schedule  of  the  Balancei, 

Sir  John  Blunt  ....  183,349  10 
Mr.  Edmondson  ....  5,365  0 
Mr.  Hawes 40,031     0 


Sir  Wm.  Hammond 

Mr.  liaymoud      -  - 

Mr.  Gore   -    -    .  . 

Mr.  Read  -    .    .  . 

Mr.  Chester    -    -  * 

Mr.  Houlditch     -  - 

Sir  Robert  Chaplin  - 

Mr.  Reynolds      -  - 

Mr.  Delaport     ^-  - 

Mr.  Gibbon    -    •  - 

Mr.  Page    -    -    -  . 

Sir  Wm.  Cbnptnan  - 

Sir  John  Lambert  - 

Mr.  Grigsby   -    -  - 

Mr.Tillard    .-    -  - 


22,r07     4 

64,373     6 

38,936  15 

7,297  16 

140,372  15 
39,527  10 
45,875  14 
18,368  12 
17,151     4 

106,543 
34,817 
39,161 
72,508 
31,687 


19,175  14 


Mr.  Surman    ....     -     112,321 


Sir  Jacob  Jacobson  -    -    -  11,481 

Sir  John  Fellows     -    -    -  243,096 

Sir  Lambert  Blackwell  -    -  83,529 

Sir  Theodore  Jaussen    -    -  243,244 

Mr.  Joy 40,105 

Mr.  Ingram 16,795 

Mr.  Eyles 34,329  16 

Mr.Sawbridge     -     -    -    -  77,254     1 

Mr.  Morley 1,869  10 

Mr.  Horsey    -    -    -     -    -  19,962    6 

Mr.  Child        -----  52,487  19 

Mr;  Astell 27,750  19 

Mr.  Turner 881  17 

Sir  Harcourt  Master      -    -  11,814  12 
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Tothl    2,014,123  16    7f 


Fetitumt  of  the  South  Sea  Directon  for 
CampattWH,]  April  20.  Five'  Petitions  of 
Fraiicis  Eyles,  Ricbard  Horsey,  William  AstelJ^ 
James  Edmondson,  and  of  William  Tiilard/fate 
Directors  of  the  South  Sea  Company,  setting 
forth  the  case  of  the  several  Petitioners,  and 
praying  the  Compassion  and  oonsideradon  of 
tbe  House,  according  to  their  respective  cir^ 
cnmscances,  n&te  severally  presented,  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table ;  and  Mr.  9ro- 
drick,  having  acquainted  tbe  House,  That  the 
Committee  of  Secrecy,  nnce  their  former  Re* 
port  had  come  to  a  farther  knowledge  of #ome 
matters,  and  were  ready  to  lay  a  nrtber  Re- 
port before  the  House,  at  such  time  as  the 
Uouae  should  appoint:  it  was  ordered, that  tbe 
said  Report  be  received  the  oe;U  laoffii^ 
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Tbied  Repoiit  of  the  Committee  of  Se- 

CEECT  ON    THE  pROCEEOIVGS    OF    THE  SoUTH- 

Sea  Company.]  April  21.  Afttr  the  reading 
of  sii  Petitions  of  as  many  of  tbe  late  Directors, 
«ad  of  a  seventh  of  John  Grigsby,  late  ao- 
comptant  general  of  the  South-Sea  Companj, 
praying  tl^  consideration  and  compassion  of 
the  House.  Mr.  Brodrick  presented  the  said 
Report;  and  afteritards  delivered  it  in  at  the 
clerk's  table :  Where  the  same  was  read ;  and 
is  as  foUoweth ;  viz. 

Third  Report  op  the  Committee  of  Se- 
crecy ON  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Soutu-Sea  Company. 

Tb&t  the  Committee  of  Secrecy  appointed  to 
inquire  into  all  the  proceedings  relating  to 
tbe  execution  of  mi  act,  passed  the  last 
session  of  parliament,  hititled,  **  An  Act  for 
enabling  the  South-Sea  Company  to  increase 
their  present  capital  stock,  and  fund/ by 
redeeming  such  public  debts  and  incum- 
brances as  are  therein  mentioned;  and  for 
raising  money,  CO  be  Applied  for  lessening 
several  of  the  public  d^bts  and  iocum- 
hrances;  and  for*  calling  in  tbe  present 
Excheqoer-Billr  remaining  uncancelled ; 
and  for  making  forth  new  bills,  in  lieu 
thereof,  to '  be  circulated  and  eicbanged, 
upon  itensand,  nt  or  near  Che  Exchequer;'' 
have  proceeded  furThef  in  the  examinacion 
of  the  matters  referred  to  them*  And,  ob- 
serving, that,  upon  their  former  Reports,  it 
was  thooght  proper,  that  the  exammatlons 
referred  to  by  your  Committee,  should  be 
laid  before  the  House;  and  several  other 
matters  appearing  to  your  Committee  fit 
for  tbe  considemtion  of  the  House,  your 
Committee  report  Che  same  in  the  words  of 
the  exatninations  themselves,  and  according 
to  the  papers  hild  before  your  Committee. 

Vour  Comoiittee^  in  a  focmer  Report,  Jio- 
quaintcd  the  I^ouse,  That  the  indisposidoD  of 
Edmund  Waller,  esq^^  had  prevented  their  Lay- 
ing befone  the  House,,  ia  that  report,,  a  more 
particular  account .  relating,  to  the  sum  of 
79^451^  15s.  dd.  received  and  paid,  by  Turner 
and  Curovaay,  upon  the  account  of  the  said 
Mr.  Waller,  betweeo  the  28th  of  March  1719, 
and  the  31st  of  November  following  s  And, 
hasriiig  since,  viz.  pn  the  SSd  of  Mareh  17S0, 
ciammad  Mr.  Waller,  h«  saili^  That  be  did, 
from  time  to  time,  stttU  aeeOQOte  with  Miv 
Aislabie,  his  ^ther-iB^av,  of  his  tranaaetiMlf 
in  money  and  stock  foe  him,  mod  ha»  not  aay 
account  thereof;  That,  he  did  ketp^aooM  me- 
morandums of  bio  said  traoiootioM  in  a  bo«k, 
which  book  he  has  aiaoe  tor» ;  but  tays^  That 
he  did  keep  a  copy  of  his  aotoontt  with  the 
Sword-Biado  Company:  That  ha  has^  imtt 
lime  to  timo,  destroyed  aU>  hk  popom  and  mo' 


moraodums  roUting  m  hia-  transactions  for  Mr. 
Aislbbie;  Sais,  Uo  caimot  tell  what  dealiags 
ha   has   hm  w  tiock   for    Mr, 


but  that  fiw  tha  ^eatesl  pari  of  hia  trans* 
actions  ia  stodi   wcrt-  upon  bis  aim  ao" 


count ;  That  44|000/.  part  of  the  balaace  oT 
77,000/.  due  from  tlie  dwurd-BMo  Coinpaay, 
is  the  £xaminant'8  Own  money ;  aud  the  re- 
maining 33,000/.  belongs  to  Mr*  Aislabie  t 
Being  asked.  Whether,  at  the  time  of  his  be* 
ginning  to  deal  in  stock,  be  was  possessed  of  a 
considerable  sum  of  money  of  his  own,  he  re- 
fused to  answer ;  alWdginfe  It  was  his  oaa 
private  concern. 

Yqur  Committee  afterwards  reoeived  a  letter 
from  the  said  Mr.  Waller,  dated  the  i9th  of 
April  instant;  wherein  he  desired  to  be  9pm 
esamioed,  to  clear  up  any  miitakes,  i£  there 
were  any,  in  bis  formar  exatninatian,  and  M 
give  the  Committee  the  best  information  he 
could :  Whereupon  yoar  Committee  Hid  take 
his  further  examination;  which  is  as  foUoa^; 

He  says.  That,  m  February  or  March  1719^ 
when  he  b^an  to  deal  in  stock,  he  had  <f(  the 
money  of  bis  mother,  bis  brother,  his  own^  and 
his  wife's  fortune,  about  the  sum  of  90,0001.  ef 
which  his  wife*s  fortune  was  5,000/.  which  he 
had  in  bank  notes ;  that  ha  empfoyed  the  said 
OO/XX)/.  in  buying  stoek.  That  he  canmn  tcA 
how  much  of  this  20,000/.  was  his  own  money. 
That  he  never  kept  any  aceount  ta  vrriciac  of 
that  part  of  the  said  90,000/.  wIncK  belong^  to 
hb  mother  and  brotlier,  hot  that  ha  has  toki 
them,  what  belonged  to  ihem.  That  laa  mo* 
titer  and  brother  gave  him  leore  to  a*ploy 
their  money  in  strcky  hut  ha  never  bad  aay 
order  in  writing  froaa  them  for  that  parpoee,  bat 
has  paid  them  several  sama  of  nsonay  apott 
account  thereof  and  nev«r  took  any  receipt, 
order,  or  other  writing  /Irom  them  conocimag 
the  same ;  that  he  has  also  tranaforred  some 
bank  stock  to  his  brother.  That  the  teariagof 
his  books  mentioaed  ia  his  former  eaamiwatJon, 
was  at  several  times,  tha  last  of  which  was 
about  the  Q9d  of  Aogait  1790. 

And  voar  Commictea  inform  the  House,  dnt 
the  said  Mr.  Waller,  upon  his  said  forther  exa* 
mination,  did  declare,  that  there  waft  not  in  tbe 
said  book  any  artida  rdatJo^  to  Mr.  AisUbse} 
but  this  appearing  to  be  in  direct  oontm^ctien 
to  what  he  had  said  in  his  first  exanusiatioii, 
your  Committee  did  not  insert  the  sama  in  this 
subsequent  examinatien,  signed  by  Che  said 
M#.  Waller,  but  think  it  proper  to  lepiescnt 
this  nsmter  to  House  the^ 

Yoor  Committaa  having,  in  a  former  report^ 
taken  notice,  that  James- Graggs,  s^.  esq.  bad 
SO^OOO/.  Sooth-Sea^  stack  taken  in*for  him,  or 
hit  friends^  thaf  sent  for  an  acoonnc  of  tran^ 
fyn  madO'  to  tha  said  Mr.  Ci%ggs>  whiob  was 
aecordin|Ely  lai^-  before  them,  a  oopy  of  whi^ 
account  is  beretlnto  annexed  in  the  AppcuAr» 
Nok  1,  by  which  your  Commitiee  find,  ilMit 
(aaioag  other  great  sam^  there  was  on  teftih 
of  March  17  dO,  a  sum*  of  30^,0001.  stock  im^ 
foited  hy  Mr.  J.aoah<  8awbndg|e  (one  of  tim 
partners  of  Tusa«r  and  G(mi)^y)  lo  ttomM 
Mr.  Jamas  Grtiggs. 


thntfML 
tors  of  the  ^Soath-Sa«lQott^)S^^«'  |MitiM 
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witbTyrner  and  Coaip«nv)  sayt,  that  in  the  be- 
giDiiing  of  Febfuarj  1719,  by  order  of  Mr. 
Robert  Knigbc,  Utc  cashier  of  the,  Sootb-Sea 
Ompauy,  or  Iflr.  Robert  Surman  his  deputy, 
Toroer  and  Company  took  in  30,000/.  South- 
Sea  stock,  and  gave  Mr.  Enigbc,  or  Mr.  Somian, 
a  Bote  for  the  same,  at  which  liiue  Mr.  Knight 
paid  into  Turner  and  company  67iO%OL  U.  8d. 
upon  (be  ^neral  cajlh  account  between  the  said 
Tomer  and  company,  and  Knight  or  Surman 
as  cashier  of  the  Soutli-Sea  Company;  and 
(bat  on  the  98tb  of  March  following,  the  eia- 
ttiaant,  by  order  of  the  said  Kniglif  or  Surman, 
transferred  the  said  stock  to  James  Craggs, 
sen.  esq.  deceased,  without  receiving  any 
money,  or  consideration  from  him  for  tlie  same, 
and  at  the  samedme  t«ok  up  bis  said  note,  and 
believes  it  was  upon  the  file,  as  other  notes 
usually  are.  That  he  did,  bv  the  direction  of 
this  Committee  the  night  before  this  examina- 
tion, (which  was  on  the  19th  of  April  instant) 
fearcfa  upon  the  file,  and  not  finding  it  there, 
he  vent  to  sir  George  Caswall  to  enquire  after 
the  said  note,  ahd  acuuainted  him  that  in  search- 
iag  §^  the  note  on  the  file,  \te  could  not  find  it 
there;  whereupon  sir  George  told  the  exami- 
ntot,  that  he  himself  had  the  note  not  long 
•go,  and  believed  it  was  in  his  scmtoire,  Und 
acoerdingly  sent  his  lady  to  search  for  it ;  who 
returned  while  this  examinant  was  there,  and 
(as  the  examinant  believes)  brought  several 
papers;  apon  which  sir  George  Caswal)  told 
the  examinant,  he  would  look  fbr  the  note, 
lad  send  it  to  him  the  next  morning,  befi>re 
be  attended  the  Committee,  if  be  could  find 
it ;  but  the  examinant  said,  he  bad  not  then 
received  it,  oor  bad  heard  from  sir  G«  Caswall. 

Hereupon  yoor  Committee  sent  for  sir  George 
Caswall,  who  being  examined  says,  that  about 
tix  weeks  since,  James  Craggs^  sen.  esq ;  the 
post-master,  desired  the  examinant  to  look  upon 
the  files  of  Turner  and  company,  for  a  note 
fof  the  delivery  of  90,000/.  Soutb-Sea  stock, 
whidk  had  been  signed  by  Jacob  Sawbridge, 
(soother  of  the  partners  ofTurner  and  company, 
00  aooottnt  of  himself  and  company)  in  these 
words,  or  to  this  efiect : 

'  I  promise  to  dt- liver  to  Robert  Knight,  or 

*  his  order,  or  bearer,  80,000/.  South'Sea  stock 

*  for  value  received ;'  and,  (as  he  believes)  was 
dated  the  6th  day' of  February,  1719,  wbioh 
Mte  WMcaocelled,  the  stock  therein  mentioned,, 
btvisg  been  Vansferred  to  the  said  Mr.  Cragi^s, 
according  to  the  import  of  the  said  note.  That 
tbtexamiikant  did  desire  the  servants  of  Turner 
and  company  to  look  ou^  this  note,  which  they 

:  axordingly  did,  and  found  it  cancelled,  and  on 

I  the  file,  and  gave  it  to  the  examinant,  who  de- 

!  Wed  it  to  Mr.  Craggs,  supposing  be  tvould 

\  «tlf  iuve  read  and  returned  it ;  but  he  kept  it ; 

lapn^  it  might  be  o(  tome  use  to  him  upon  an 

<«casioo,  upon  which  the  examinant  left  it  with 

bin.    That  Mr.  Craggs,  nor  any  body  by  his 

(Her^  otver  recomed  this  note  to  the  exami- 

ftaat,  nor  has  the  examinant  seen  it,  till  the 

BxirojBg  en  which  he  was  examined :  that  as  be 

iWis  coroieK»  the  manif%  ht  was  mmasd,  t» 

VouVU. 


attend  the  Committee,  to  be  examined,  mbont 
Somerset- house,  brigadier  Richards  called  out 
to  the  coach,  which  stopped,  and  he  came  to 
the  coach  side,  and  Mr.  Iluggins  with  him, 
and  Mr.  Hu^ins  then  shewed  the  exi^ 
minant  the  snid  note,  with  other  papers  an« 
oexed  to  it ;  but  what  those  papers  were,  tho 
examinant  does  not  know ;  whereupon  Mr* 
Uuggtos  said,  that  he  did  not  know  but  the  exa* 
minant  might  he  asked  something  about  that 
note,  and  there  it  wtis;  that  the  examinant 
verj  well  remembers  it  to  be  the  same  Dot« 
which  he  had  before  delivered  to  Mr.  Craggii  as 
aforesaid,  it  being  signed  by  Mr.  Sawbridge, 
and  the  body  of  the  note  of  the  hand-writing  pf 
Mr.  knight;  and  Mr.  Hoggins  then  took  tho 
note  out  of  the  examiuant's  hand,  and  gave  it 
to  brigadier  Richards,  and  told  the  exaounaaft 
that  he  might  tell  the  Committee  that  the  bri» 
gadier  had  it,  and  would  prdduce  it ;  that  two 
or  three  days  ago  Mr.  Sawbridge  inquired  of 
him  where  this  note  was,  and  be  not  then  re- 
collecting whether  it  was  in  his  custody  or  no, 
did  give  directions  to  his  wife  to  search  for  it  ia 
his  fcrotoire,and  found  that  he  bad  it  oor,  aii4 
says,  that  he  knows  nothing  of  his  own  kn<m* 
ledge  of  the  transaction  of  this  30,000/.  stock. 

The  said  Mr.  Surman  being  examined,  says, 
that  it  appears  by  books  of  Turner,  Caswall, 
and  company,  that  frem  the  beginning  of 
February  1719,  to  the  7th  of  March  following, 
there  was  an  account  kept  by  them  in  the  exa« 
minant's  name,  ofBundry  parcels  of  South^Sea 
stock,  amonoting  to  135,000/.  stock,  for  the  use, 
and  upon  the  account,  of  Mr.  Kuight,  whick 
account  he  believes  to  be  trae. 

That  bv  this  account  it  appears,  that  opoa 
the  5tb  of  February  1719,  Mr.  Knight  paid  to 
the  said  Turner  and  company  the  sum  of 
67,020/.  If.  8d.  which  he  believes  mkbt  be  ac» 
cordiogly  paid  oat  of  the  cash  of  the  South-Sea 
company ;  and  at  the  same  time  Mr.  Knight 
received  from  Turner  and  company,  a  promis* 
sary  note,  to  transfer  90,000/.  South- Sea  stock, 
value  received. 

That  James  Craggs,  esq.  of  the  post-office, 
sent  for  the  examinant  about  six  weeks  ago, 
and  (as  he  believes)  after  Mr.  Craggs  had  been 
examined  before  thi»  Committee,  and  told  him, 
he  believed,  that  he  (the  examinant)  would  be 
examined  in  relation  to  30,000/.  stock,  which 
he  (Mr.  Craggs)  had  of  Mr.  Knii^ht;  and  be 
then  produced  an  account,between  himself  and 
Mr.  Knight, « of  South-Sea  stock  bought  or 
taken  in  for  him  ;  by  which  it  appeared  that  he 
was  to  have,  upon  balance,  of  Mr.  Knight, 
30,000/.  Sonth-Sea  stock,  for  which  Mr.  Knight, 
instead  of  making  a  transfer  himself,  gave  him 
a  note  under  the  band  of  Jacob  Sawbridge,  to 
transfer  30,000/.  stock,  value  received ;  which 
note  Mr.  Craggs  shewed  htm  cancelled,  and  (as 
the  examinant  believes)  he  had  since  this  en- 
quiry began,  got  it  from  Sawbridge,  which  is 
not  customary,  notes  being  always,  when  dis- 
charged, delivered  up  to  the  person,  under  whoso 
hand  they  are,  and  ihoold  remam  with  then 
as  vouchers. 
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The  eKsuninant  says,  he  verily  believes  die 
tmid  note  ofSOfiOOL  shewn  him  by  Nfr.  Craggs, 
was  the  same  note  whicli  Mr.  Knight  received 
from  Turoer  aod  company,  upon  his  paying 
them  the  bet(>re-mentii>ned  sum  of  67,020/.  Is. 
Bd,  That  during  the  time  that  the  proposals , 
ef  the  South-Sea  Corapany,aod  the  bill  theiYto 
relating,  was  depending  in  parliament,  be  ob- 
served the  said  Mr.  Craggs  naore  frequently  tvith 
Mr.  Knight,  than  any  body  else  ;  tind  believes 
be  influeiiced  Mr.  Knight  in  many  things  re- 
lating  ta stock  and  subscriptions.  That  Mr. 
Craggs  never  mentioned  this  30,000/.  stock  to 
the  examinant,  till  smce  the  said  Mr.  Crag^s's 
examination  btfore  the  Committee.  He  says, 
lie  had  not  any  dealings  with  Mr.  Craggs  upon 
his  own  account,  but  that  such  transfers  of 
•lock,  as  he  has  made  to  Mr.  Craggs,  were 
made  by  Mr.  Knight's  directions;  and  parti- 
Cttlarly  a  sum  of  4,000/.  «tock  transferred  the  4tk 
of  March  17 19,  (being  part  of  the  sums  men- 
tioned in  the  said  Appendix,  No  1.)  That  be 
does  not  know  that  Mr.  Craggs  pMd  any  me- 
ney  for  this  stock,  and  whether  it  was  Mr. 
Knight's  or  4ie  Company's  stoek,the  examinant 
cahnot  tell. 

Sir  John  Blunt  being  Examined,  says,  that  he 
was  not  privy  to  any  of  Mr.  Craggs*s  transac- 
ti<Nis,  but  has  very  often  se^n  him  at  Mr. 
Knight's.  As  to  the  S0,000/.  stock  mentioned 
in  the  account  now  produced  to  him,  «m}  said 
to  be  transferred  to  Mr.  Craggs  by  Mr.  Saw- 
bridge,  he  says^,  he  can  give  no  account  thereof, 
save  that  he  belietes  it  is  the  same  sum,  men- 
tioned in  his  former  examination,  to  be  beid ; 
for  the  said  M  r.  Craggs.  That  he  believes  the 
toid  30,000/.  stock  was  bought  by  Mr.  Knight, 
«be  8ih  day  of  February  17 19,  upon  his  own 
acccHint,  and  is  not  charged  to  be  sold  by  the 
Company,  till  the  27th  day  of  February;  (which 
it  the  time  th^t  Mr.  Craegs  desired  the  quantity 
«f  stock,  as  the  exatninant  has  said  in  his  for- 
mer examination)  from  which  time,  till  the  98th 
of  March  foIlowin|;,  he  believes  it  was  held  by 
the  South-Sea  Company,  for  the  benefit  of  Mr. 
Craggs,  to  whom  itappears  to  be  transferred  by 
Mr.  Sawbridge  on  the  said  28th  of  March. 
That  Sawbridge  and  Company,  were  common 
Aames  made  use  of  by  several  persons,  as  trus- 
tees, to  conceal  the  true  buyers  or  sellers  of 
South-Sea  stock. 

Mr.  James  Growiwer  being  examined  as  to 
the  glum  of  2,000/.  South  Sea  stock)  transferred 
by  him  to  James  Craggs,  sen.  tsq.  on  the  4th 
<l'ay  of  February,  1719,  he  stiy?,  that  he  did  on 
the  3d  or  4th  of  February,  1719,  sell  2,0«00/. 
,  South-Sea  stock,  and  that  sir  George  Caswall 
paid  him  the  money  for  it.  That  upoii  inspec- 
tion of  the  transfer  books  of  the  S6oth-Sea 
Company,  on  the  day  of  his  ex omi nation  (being 
the  19th  of  A^ril  instant)  he  finds  that  he 
transferred  the  said  2,000/.  stock  (o  Mr. 
Craggs. 

Your  committee   fthther  represent  to  the 

House,  that  they  have  discovered  that?  the  said 

.    Mr.  Craggs  had  very  considerable  dealing  in 

Sotuh-Sea  stocky  with  MnlVlatthoir  Weymotid- 


sold,  a  broker^  between  tlw  SOth  of  hx\mrj 
in9,aiid  the  SOth  of  May  following,  SBMMNiiiiif 
to  45,000/.  stock  ;  an  account  whereof,  as  i^ 
same  has  b^en  delivered  to  your  Cominktee^  ky 
the  said  Mr.  Weymondsold,  it  bereuQto  a«aei*> 
ed  in  the  Appendix,  No.  II.    And  your  Co»- 
mittee  examining  the  said  Mr»  WeyttondsoMi 
he  says,  that  on  the  Mth  «lf  February  W9, 
James  C^iggs,  sen.  e§a.  gai^  tb<e  exaninant 
direction  to  buy  30,0(X)/.  South-Sea  siook  for 
him ;  that  tbe  examinant  did  lecoordingly  bij 
on  that  day  10,000/.  South-Sea  stock,  for  Mr« 
Craggs, for  17,422/.  lOf. ;  4000/.  of  wbick  wm 
transferred  by  Mr.  Surman  to  Mr.  Cra^tfat 
4th  Qf  March  1719,  by  order  of  the  ex^muutat; 
for  which  stodc  the  enammant  reoeivted  of  Mr* 
Craggs    the    sum   of  e,945r  wtt6    paid  the 
ram  to  Mr.  Soman,  and  tbe  other  ^,0001  Htck 
ibe  ea^min^nt  delivered  to  T«fner  and  CMMe 
ptHiy,  by^the  order  of  and  ^  tb«  use  of  ibe 
said  Mr.  Craggs;  fmd  'Fumer  And  tonpany 
paid  the  examinant,  by  Mr.  Cn%^  ordei^ 
10,305/.  for  the  same:  That  tbe  examinant  wA 
buying  tbe  wboie  20,000/.  so  io<m  as  Mr.  Cm^ 
expected,  tbe  said  Mn  Craggs  ttfid  tbe  ttana*  \ 
nant,  that  Mr.  John  Hompbreys  had  boaght 
for  him  the  other  10,0001.    lliat  tbe  exaBh  j 
nant  did,  on  the  4th  of  Mareii  1719,  by  order 
of  the  fsmd  Mr.  Craggs,  deliver  to  Mr.  KBiffat,  \ 
another  sum  of  10,000/.  SooCh-Sea  stock,  fot 
tbe  use  of  the  said  Mr.  Cmggs,  and  ttml  fl&. 
Knight^  paid  the  examkiant  17/)00/.  f^r  tbe 
sitme,  that  two  or  three  days  afterwards^  the 
ex&mvk«nt,  by  dii^ections   of  tbe   said  Mr. 
Cmi^s,   took   of  Mr.   Humphrey*  ^  ""^ 
10,000/.  South-^a  stock,  wtticb  be  bad  boagkt 
(6t  Mr.  Crnggs,  and  paid  him  17,500/.  for  Ike 
said  stock,  being  tbe  motley  vrhicb  be  (tbe  exa- 
minant) had  before  received  of  Mr.  Knight  ai 
aforesaid. 

Your  comfmtttee,  in  the  Cwirse  of  fheif  «»• 
quiry,  finding  it  necessary  to  be  informed  wittt 
quaiTtities  i>f  stock  James  Craggs,  sen.  esq.  de> 
ceased,  had  in  his  own  right,  at  tlie  time  of  fail 
death,  directed  the  proper  ofScers  of  tbe  SoBth-> 
Sea  Company,  East-India  Company,  and  Baiifc 
of  Englaiid,  to  lav  before  them  accerutlH  tberrof 
respectively,  to  the  end  your  Committee  migbi 
put  what  relates  to  the  said  Jatnes  Craggs  in  as 
clear  a  light  as  possible,*  before  this  fi^Mse, 
which  accounts  are  as  follows,  viz. 
Stock  in  the  South-S^a  Company,  67,000/. 
Stock  in  the  East-India  Company,  34^M0/. 
Stock  in  the  Bank  of  England,  1.000/. 
Amounting  in  the  whole  to  lS2jOOQL  capitsi 
stock :  Accounts  whereof  are  hereuarn  annet* 
ed  in  the  before  mentioned  Appendix  No.  I| 
and  in  the  Appendix  No.  III. 

Your  Committee  findmg  that  several  broken 
and  others  had  been  tMMicerned  in  partaershif 
with  Mr.  Knight,  in  buyine  and  selHng  greal 
quantities  of  South-Sea  stO(&,arrd  in  giving  oui 
money  for  refusals,  your  Committee  proceeded 
to  examine  tbe  several  persons  foliowio^  relal 
ing  therr to. 

Mr.  Edward  Oofen  being  examifted,  sKti 
lihatbe  w«ic9fl€«rDed  jtnntljr  with  lOr.UDUfcd 
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nod  MT'  Kokht,  in  ba^iog. about  ^,000/. 
Soatb*Sea  3tock,  in  Dcceinber  1719,  wliich  he 
believes  at  the  time  of  bgying  was  to  have  been 
cqualljr  divided  aoxing  tbein ;  bui  in  a  few  davs 
akeriog  their  «und»  the  saine^  stock  was  suld 
out  at  861  lots. 

That  Ms.  Knight  some  time  afler  told  tbe 
eiaimoaiity  be  bad  bought  some  stock  for  him- 
self, and  if  the  examinant  would  have  a  pan  of 
it,  Mr.  Knight  said,  he  would  deliver  it  to  bim 
at  the  same  price  be  paid  for  it,  and  the  exami. 
naot  did  accordingly  take  of  Mr.  Knight  6,000/ 
at  131  to  135,  and  4,000/.  at  177  to  178,  which 
sewal  prices  he  paid  Mr.  Knight  jby  adjost- 
ment.         « 

That  Mr.  Knight  told  tbe  examinant  b^  had 
^  bad  a  transaction  in  South-Sea  stock '(as  the 
•xaaittant, believes)  bj  which  Mr.  Knight gain- 
•d  Ji,500/.  or  tbereaboQts,  and  that  be  paid  the 
eisuinant  1,915/.  IQf.  6d.  lor  his  own  use, 
tciliog  t)ie  eKaminant,  that  it  was  his  share  of 
Ibat  prefitu 

He  aajs,  that  at  tbe  shotting  o£. tbe  books,  in 
December  1719,  it  was  a  general  talk,  that 
sooaething  would  be  done  to  mend  the  douth- 
Sea  stocky  and  that  be  then  heard  it  was  likely 
mm»  proposals  womd  be  offered  to  tbe  House ' 
of  Comroooa  relatit^  to  tlutt  matter :  Being 
asked  firom  wbom  b<  oeard  it,  says,  be  believes 
be  might  bawe  beard  it  from  Mr.  Knight,  and 
^bably  from  soma  of  tbe  directors. 

iW  some  time  before  Christmas  1719,  there 
was  a  quantity  .of  South- Sea  stock  bouglit  and 
sold,  in  which  this  examinant,  Mr.  Knight,  and 
Hr.  Strode,  were  concerned  with  Turner  and 
compauT,  by  which  transaction  th^  examinant 
gained  for  lus  part  (to  the  best  of  his  remem* 
kraoca)  between  4  and  500/. 

That  after  the  shuUing  of  tbe  South-Sea 
books,  io  December  lll9,  Mr.  Strode  bought 
large  quantities  of  South-Sea  stock,  at  different 
prioet,  some  ^f  which  stock  was  sold,  and  the 
tmaioder  takes  and  paid  for;  that  these  trans- 
•actkns  were  on  the  account  of  tbe  examinant, 
Mr.  Strode,  Turner  and  company,  and  Mr. 
Kaight,  who  were  equally  concerned:  That  in 
tke  month  of  February,  they  came  to  an  adjust* 
meat,  and  upon  making  up  tbe  whole  accoi^nt 
o{  fttoek  bought  and  refusals  given,  tbe  exami- 
aant  received  10,500/.  SoutlwSea  stpck  as.bis 
thart,  upon  paying  Mr«  Strode  6,000/.*  or 
thereabouts:  And  as  to  tiie  particulars  of  such 
tnissfftions,  be  refers  himself,  to  Mr*  Strode, 
wko  kept  tbe  accouat. 

The  said  Sumud  Strode^  bejng  examined, 
laji,  that  he  did  on  tbe  96th  of  February  1719, 
Ujof  Geoi^e  Steed  1,500/.  stock  at  170^,  of 
Thomas  Carbontjjpl  52,000/.  at  the  same  price; 
fif  Abraham  Cprdoso  8,000/.  and  of  Moses 
£vtow»  14,500/.  at  the  same  price,  which  sums 
*tte  so  bought  by  him  on  account  of  Ellas 
Tarnar,  sir  Geoig^  CaswalI,'Mr.  Sawbrid^e, 
fid  tbe  examinant,  who  were  partners  therein, 
tteaual  four  parts. 

TUt  on  the  3Ut  of  March  17S0,  Mr.  Te»- 
^  a  broker,  bought  by  this  examiuant's  di- 
noion,  «^  for  bis  i|pe|  the  foUowiof  siuai  vii* 


1,000/.  at  304  per  cent.  5,000/.  at  305,  2,000/. 
at  :iOO,  6,000/.  at  308,  and  6,000/.  at  310 ;  and 
tbe  same  day  the.exumiuant  bought  liimself  for 
his  own  use  201/.  at  309,  of  Edward  Adderly, 
200/.  at  308,  uf  James  Hound;  tliat  he  paicl 
for  all  these  sums  by  money  or  adjustmcots. 

And  this  examinant  sa^s,  that  he  did  On  tbe 
25th  of  March  \  720,  buy  of  Mr.  Knight  1,000/. 
South  Sea  slock,  for  his  own  use,  at  the  rate  of 
310/.  per  cent.  And  the  examinant  says,  that 
he  was  coacerned  in  buying  and  selling  several 
lar]^e  <)uautities  of  South  Sea  stock,  and  io 
giving  out'  mone>  for  refusals  of  stock,  in  part- 
nership with  the  said  Turner,  Caswall,  and  Saw- 
bridge,  Mr.  Knight,  and  Mr.  Q  ven,  viz.  the 
said  Turner,  Caswall,  and  Sawbridj^e,  and  the 
examinant  in  one  half,  and  Mr.  Knight,  and 
Mr.  Owen,  in  the  other  half;  the  total  of  the 
stock,  bought  by  them,  and  money  given  for  re- 
fusals, amounting  to  about  695 .000/.  stock,  ao 
counti  whereof  are  to  this  examination  an- 
nexed, aud  signed  by  him,  which  accounts,  h# 
says,  are  true. 

Mr.  B^ard  Holditcli,  a  late  director,  being 
examined,  says,  be  was  one  concerned  in  buy- 
ing and  selling  15  or  90,000/.  Soutli  Sea  stocL 
and  says  he  was  concerned  another  time  with 
Mr.  Knight,  in  Holland,  in  buying  stock  therey 
and  selling  it  again,  of  which  his  part  was  about 
26,000/.  stock,  by  which  the  examinant  gained 
about  5,000/.  and  says  he  knows  of  no  other 
transactiou  with. Mr.  Knight,  or  Mr.  Owen, 
either  in  stock  or  subscriptions,  since  Michael- 
mas 1719. 

Your  Committee  being  informed,  that  Josepli 
Sbaw,  broker,  had  been  very  much  concerued^ 
in  buying  and  selling  South  Sea  stock  tor  Mr. 
Knight,  they  sent  for  the  said  Shaw,  who  being 
examined,  says,  that  he  bad  very  large  transac- 
tions with  Mr.  ^nigbt,  but  Mr.  Knight  charged 
him  not  to  keep  any  account  in  his  books,  nor 
has  tbe  examinant  any  cash  accoui;t  ji^ith  Mr. 
Knight,  entered  ii|  any  of  his  books,  but  gave  it 
in,  Kom  dny  to  day,  on  sheets  of  paper ;  that  he 
always  paid  or  gave  notet  or  bills  on  soldsmiths 
for  the  stock  and  subscriptions  which  he  from 
time  to  time,  spld  for  Mr.  Knight,  and  which 
was  delivered;  that  Mr.  Kniglit  was  very  angry 
with  this  exanuoant,  on  his  eiving  into  Che 
House  of  Lords  an  account  of  stock  sold  by 
him  for  Mr.  Knight^  that  he  desired  the 
lexaminant  to  (Jefer  giving  in  the  said  account 
to  tbe  Lords,  and  that  be  would  give  him  tbe 
names  of  persons  for  whom  the  stock  was  sold, 
which  he  should  insert  in  that  account :  But 
this  examinant*  did  not  receive  such  names 
from  him.  That  this  examinant  was  with  Mr. 
Knight  severed  times,  two  or  three  days  before 
be  went  away,  and  Mr.  Knight  desired  to  see 
the  account  which  this  examioant  intended  to 
give  in  to  the  House  of  Lards,  of  stock  bought 
and  sold  for  him :  that  about  the  Thursday  be- 
fore Mr.  Knight  went  away,  this  examinant  iui- 
quired,  at  the  treasury  office, where  Mr.  Knight 
was;  and  was  told,  he  was  gone  to  the  other 
end  of  the  town ;  by  which  He  understands,  to 
somf  iAtheministryiortbf  treMury:  produce^ 
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liis  ledfter-booky  iq  tb^  alphabet  of  wfaicfa,  Mr. 
Knight's  namo  is  entered;  but  tbe three  leaves, 
to  whidi  it  fefersy  are  torn  oat:  8ays,  Those 
leaves  were  torn  out  bv  him,  before  the  sittini^ 
9f  parliameat,  by  Mr.  knight's  direction,  io  the 
treasury,  or  some  other  room  in  tbe  South  Sea 
Inxjse :  Says,  There  might  be  something  and 
some  otb«r  names,  in  those  three  leaves,  which 
are  not  in  the  paper  produced  by  bim  at  his 
examination  t  That  he  knows  of  no  lord,  qor 
commoner^  named  in  ihostf  three  leaves,  save , 
iwhat  are  in  tbe  said  paper  produced;  wbich 
paper,  he  says,  be  took  m>m  his  journal,  from 
■which  tbe  entries  were  posted  into  the  said 
three  leaves  of  tbe  said  ledger;  but  cannot 
•ay,  that  the  same  is  an  exact  copy :  produced 
several  other  books,  several  of  tbe  leaves  of 
which  are  torn  our,  which  concern  Mr.  Knight: 
That  this  examiaant  never  kept  a  cash-l>ooK  in 
Jiis  life:  That  all  stock,  bought  and  sold,  is 
transferred  or  posted  from  bis  journal,  produced 
'at  his  examination,  into  his  said  ledgers :  but 
the  journal  does  not  contain  all  the  matters  con- 
cerning money,  that  are  entered  in  his  ledgers : 
That  page  80  and  81  are  torn  out  of  one  of 
Ilia  ledgers:  That  phfre  9, 10,  and  11,  are  torn 
out  of  another  of  his  ledgers:  That  page  1, 3, 
9,  4.  8,  and  9,  are  torn  out  of  another  ledger, 
narked  3. :  as  also  page  7,  defaced ;  all  which 
pages,  be  remembers,  contained  accounts  of 
Mr.  Knight;  and  are  referred  to  in  the  several 
alphabets  of  those  ledgers:  That  all  these 
ledgers  begin  in  January  1719: 

Your  Committee  have  other  matters  under 
their  consideration,  upon  which  fliey  are  pro- 
ceeding ;  and  will,  in  a  short  time,  lay  tbe 
lame  before  the  House. 

The  taid  Report  was  ordered  to  be  taken 
into  consideration  upon  this  day  sevenoight. 

Deiftte  in  the  Commom  on  the  Stale  4^  the 
public  Credit.]  April  25.  Mr.  Shippen  stood 
\ip,  and  took  notice.  That  the  House  bad  sate 
a  long  while,  and  nothing  bad  yet  been  done 
towards  the  restoring  of  Public  Credit.:  that, 
indeed,  a  member  of  great  parts  and  abilities 
had,  at  first,  proposed  a  Scheme  for  that  pui^ 
pose;  but  that,  mstead  of  proving  an  effectual 
remedy,  it  appeared  at  last  to  be  a  mere  pnllia^ 
live,  which  bad  rather  inflamed  than  alleviated 
the  distemper :  that  by  this  time,  a  whole  in- 
jured nation  called  aloud  for  vengeance ;  and 
if  they  neglected  to  bear  tbe  voice  of  the  peo- 
ple, it  would  look  as  if  they  had  a  mind  to  pro- 
voke them  to  do  themselves  justice.  That  it 
was  ever  his  opinion,  that  the  only  effectual 
means  to  restore  Credit,  was  to  call  those  to  a 
strict  account,  who  had  ruined  it ;  and,  'in 
particular,  all  such  as  had  applied  any  part  of 
tbe  public  money,  intrusted  in  their  bands,  in 
stock  jobbing,  and  had  raised  vast  fortunes  by 
robbin|(the  Public.  Afid  so  he  moved,  '^  Tbat^t 
1>e  an  mstroction  to  tbe  Committee  of  Secrecy, 
that  they  inquire  what  public  money  had  been 
employed  by  anv  treasurer,  cashier,  collector, 
receiver,  or  othrf  officer  concerned  in  tbe  re- 
ceipt or  payment  of  the  puUic  mooey^or  of  any 


other  part  of  bis  mmst/^  revenue,  or  by  any 
in  trust  for  tbem,  or  by  their  order,  in  boyiag 
stock  or  subeoHpttonf  in  the  Sooth  Sea,  er  iky 
other  company,  or  in  suinuities,  or  other  parlii^ 
meniarysecnnties,  or  btberwfse  making  use  of, 
or  employing  tbe  same,  to  their  pntate  ad- 
vantage, since  the  1st  of  December,  1719." 

Sir  WUHam  Wyndham  seconded  this  motion; 
adding  witbal,  ^  That  there  was  reaano  to  ap- 
prehend, that  the  public  money  bad  not  beeo 
administered  with  due  mconomy,  particnlariy  in 
relation  to  some  foreign  Troops,  that  wereta 
tbe  pay  of  England  knd  Holland,  4hinng  ibc 
last  war,  to  whom  great  sums  h^d  pf  latebeea 
allowed,  on  account  of -pretended  arrears,  after 
they  had  separated  from  the  EngUsh  general: 
and  therefore  he  moved.  That  the  late  Com- 
missioners appointed  to  examine^  state,  and  d& 
termine  tbe  Debts  due  to  the  Anny,  aad  to 
examine  and  state  the  demands  of  sewd 
foreign  princes  and  states,  for  sobstdiH,  dunng 
the  late  war,  be  ordered  to  lay  before  tbe 
House  Copies  of  the  several  warrants  and  «gn- 
mannals,  by  virtue  of  which  thej  issued  any 
certificates.^    Hereupon, 

Mr.  JR.  Walpole  said.  That  he  wondered  to 
hear  of  such  a  motion,  when  a  little  after  the 
king's  coming  to  the  crewn,  an  act  of  parlia- 
ment had  been  made  for  payment  of  tbose 
arrears;  and  that  the  commissioners  of  ac- 
counts had,  undoubtedly,  acted  according  to  tht 
intent,  and  meaning  of  that  act    To  this 

Mr.  Lechmere  replied.  That  be  was  not 
against  the  mation  that  sir  William  Wyndbam 
had  made,  neither  on  the  other  hand,  was  be 
about  to  justify  it:  but  be  would  freely  teU  tbe 
gentleman  (meaning  Mr.  R.  Walpole) .who  op- 
posed it.  That  while  the  nation  was  onder  the 
pressure  of  heavy  debts,  he  must  eapect  tbat 
many  such  motions  would  be  made,  in  order  to 
find  out  methods  to  ease  tbe  public  bu^dee. 
Tbat  as  that  gentleman  was  now  in  a  higher 
post  than  formerly,  so  a  great  deal  more 
was  expected  from  him ;  the  rather  because  the 
Scheme  which  he  had  proposed  at  the  b^tnning 
of  this  session,  for  the  raising  the  stocks^and  re- 
^oring  public  credit,  had  not  had  tbe  desired 
eftct. 

Mr.  JR.  Walpole  replied,  Tbat  it  was  known 
to  every  body,  that  he  ever  was  agaiast  the 
Soutb  Sea  scheme,  and  bad  done  all  tbat  in  his 
power  lay,  to  hinder  its  ukii^  place  s  but  Jiow 
the  mischief  was  done,  and  things  were  breogbt 
to  such  extremities,  he  thought  it  his  do^,  iid 
therefore  was  willing  to  try  the  best  netbed  be 
could  think  of,  to  extricate  tbe  nation  out  of 
the  difficulties  into  which  they  were  plon^ : 
that  be  did  not  pretend  to  work  miracaea^  but 
only  to  use  bis  utmost  endeavours  towards  re- 
trieving tbe  late  misfortunes  t  That  with  this 
honest  intention,  he  bad  promoted  ascbeme 
which  had  been  laid  before  him,  and  appeared 
the  most  plausible  of  any  then  proposed^  ^ 
restoring  public  credit :  Tbat  it  could  not  be 
denied,  that  while  that  scheme  was  pursuad,  it 
had  done  some  good,  and  kept  up  the  ptice  of 
atodu ;   and  tbat  tbsy  feU  fioce  it  ,bad  beta 
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make  so  good  a  defeooe  as  otfaerwtse  ihej 
mighti  be  thought  it  reasonable  to  allow  tbeitt 
counsel,  and  give  them  time  to  prepare.  To 
this 

Mr.  i>c^ft«r0  replied,  That  it  might,  indeed^ 
seem  somewhat  hard  to  deny  counsel  to  gentle-^ 
men  who  were  not  nsed  to  speak  in  the  House; 
but  be  doubted  not  but  that  good  natured  gen^ 
tleman  that  spoke  last,  who  had  so  good  a  ca- 
fMciry,  and  was  so  able  to  advise  tl^m,  would 
sit  by  tbem,  and  by  bis  assistance  beas  useful 
to  them,  as  if  tbe^  bad  counsel,  as  be  had  been 
to  several  others  in  the  like  cose. 

No  return  was  made  to  this  reply,  upon  whicb 
the  motion  for  allowing  counsel  was  dropt. 


ftidasjde.  That,  however,  bt  never  intended 
;o  raise  stocks  above  ^e  intrinsic  value,  for 
:hat  would  bring  us  again  into  the  same  un- 
happy drctmistances  which  tbe  raising  of  them 
3ad  before  occasioned.  He  afterwards  lament* 
id  the  ill  disposition  of  some  persons,  who,  in- 
itead  of  concurring  with  others  in  remedying 
he  present  dist^ofpers,  used  all  possible  means 
0  irriute  and  exasperate  the  minds  of  the  peo- 
>le:  and  concluded  with  amotbn  **  Thlit  a  day 
>e  appointed  to  consider  of  tbe  State  of  the 
Public  Credit  of  the  Kingdom.''  This  motion 
iras  unanimously  agreed  to,  and  that  day  seven<^ 
light  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

Ilk  C(»Jtmons  Uke  into  Comtideraiion  that 
Ptrtqf  tkt  Reports  cf  the  Committee  of  Se- 
Ttcy  which  relates  to  Mr,  Craggs^  ien.']  April 
28.  The  Commons  proceeded  to  take  into  con- 
uderation  those  parts  of  the  Reports  of  tbe 
^mmittce  ol  Secreey,  as  related  to  James 
Draggs,^esq.  deceased,  late  Post-Master-Oe- 
3eral,  which  having  been  read,  Mr.  Broderick 
noved.  That  the  said  Mr.  Craggs  having  takejn 
\OfiOOL  South  Sea  stock, without  paying  for  it, 
)r  giving  sufficient  security  for  tbe  payment  of 
:he  rame,his  estate  might  be  made  liable  to  the 
same  forfeitures  with  those  of  the  late  Di- 
pectors.    Hereupon 

Mr.  Grey  Neville  desired,  That  the  gentle- 
men concerned  in'  this  affair,  two  of  whom 
were  members  of  the  House,  might  first  be 
heard  by'  their  counsel,  and  produce  what  wit* 
Dcssefs  the^had,  before  tbe  Honse  came  to  any 
resohition  in  this  matter. 

Mr.  Robert  Walpole  seconded  him,  and  in 
particular,  siM,  He  hoped  the  House  would 
not  break  their  known  rules,  which  were,  not 
to  condetin  any  one  vntbout  first  hearing  them; 
and  sure  they  would  not  deny  tliis  piece  of 
losdoe  to  their  own  members. 

Mr.  Horatio  Walpole  spoke  to  the  same  pur* 
pose ;  and  then 

Mr.  TrefiuiSf  member  for  Penryn,  stood  up, 
iod  said.  That  neither  he  nor  Mr.  Newsham 
were  at  all  prepared,  not  expecting  that  this 
afiaii'  wonld  have  come  on  this  day,  because, 
there  was  another  part  in  the  Report  before  it, 
ind  therefore  be  desired  the  House  would  give 
them  time  to  get  their  witnesses :  He  added, 
He  never  had  been  used  to  speak  in  the  House, 
or  hut  very  rarely,  and  his  brother-in  law,  Mr. 
^fewsbam,  member  for  Lestwithiel,  not  at  all, 
which  he  hoped  the  House  would  tak^e  into 
(Consideration,  aaJd  allow  them  counsel  to  speak 
for  them :  That  by  Mr.  Craggs's  deatti,  his 
Bstat^s  was  devolved  to  them  and  Mr.  Elliot, 
w  right  of  their  wives,  the  dt>ceased's  three 
^ughters  r  That  there  was  no  manner  of  crime 
m  to  their  charge ;  and  since  Mr.  Craggswas 
Jead,  and  could  not  answer  for  himself,  he 
hoped  tbe  House  would  «Uow  them  time  and 
coQUbel. 

This  was  opposed  by  sir  Joseph  Jeky  II  r    bvt 

Mr.  RoheH  Walpole  stiid.  That  since  the  two 
eentlemen  concerned  had  not  been  used  to  speak 
nUie  H^Bse^tndtbefefore were oot  likely  to 


Tke  CommoM  resolve  that  the  Estate  rf  the 
late  Mr.  Craggs  be  applied  to  the  Relief  of  the 
^tk  SeaSujfferers.]  May  1.  The  order  of 
the  day  for  taking  into  consideration  those 
parts  of  the  Reports  from  tbe  Committee  of  Se* 
crecy,  which  related  to  Mr.  James  Craggs,  de- 
ceased, late  postmaster  general,  being  read,' 
and  several  evidences  being  examined,  the 
House  came  to  the  following  Reselutions : 

1.  "  That  it  appears  to  the  House,  that  Jamea 
Craggs,  esq.  late  poiBtmaster  general,  did,  in 
February  3719,  during  tbe  time  thai^  the  pro* 
petals  of  the  South  Sea  Company  were  de^ 
pending  in  parliament,  with  a  corrupt  intent 
tion,  apply  to  ami  solicit  Robert  Knight,  late 
cashier  of  the  said  Company,  for  a  large  quan- 
tity of  South  Sea  stock,  to  be  held  by  the  said 
Company  for  his  own  use  and  benefit. 

3.  "  That  on  or  about  tlie  27th  of  Febroary,' 
1711,  a  sum  of  30,000/.  capital  stock  of  the 
South  .Sea  Company,, which  had  been  taken 
in,  and  paid  for  out  of  the  cash  of  tbe  said 
Company,  was,  upon  the  solicitation  of  ttie 
said  Jamesr Craggs,  held  by  the  said  Company, 
for  tbe  use  and  ^benefit  of  the  said  James  Craggs, 
which  said  30,000/.  stock  was  afterwards,  on 
the  28tb  of  March,  1720,  transferred  to  the 
said  James  Craggs. 

3.  "That  on  the  4th  of  March,  1719,  a 
farther  sum  of  10,000/.  capital  stock  of  the 
South  Sea  Company,  was  taken  in,  and  paid  for 
it  out  of  the  cash  of  tbe  said  Company,  by  tbe 
said  Robert  Knight,  for  tbe  use  and  benefit  of 
the  said  James  Craggs. 
'  4.  "  That  the  said  Janfkes  Craggs  was  a  no- 
torious accomplice  and  confederate  with  the 
said  RobertKnight,  and  some  of* the  late  Di- 
rectors of  the  South  Sea  Company,  in  carrying 
on  their  corrupt  and  scaiidalous  practices,  and 
did,  by  his  wio^ed  influence,  and  for  his  own 
exorbitantgain,  promote  and  encourage  the  per- 
nicious execution  of  the  late  South  Sea  scheme. 

5.  **  That  all  the  Estate,  real  and  personal,  of  . 
which  the  said  James  Craggs  was  seized  or 
possessed  from  and  after  tl^  Ik  day  of  Dec* 
1719,  (over  and  above  what  he  stood  seized  or 
possessed  of  on  tbe  said  1st  day  of  December) 
be  applied  for  and  towards  the  relief  of  tiM 
unhappy  sufferers,  in  the  South  "Sea  Compan  j, 
and  for  deterring  all  persons  from  committin|^  • 
the  lik«  wicked  pradiees  for  trnp-to  comer'' 
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DebaU  t»  fAe  ComnKmt  on  the  StaU-qf  iht 
FubAc  Credit.]  Maj  $.  Xhe  Commotia^  in  a 
Comv[^iils%  of  che  whole  House,  cooL  into  coo- 
tideration  the  Public  Credit  of  this  kingdom, 
and  after  refedini;  the  Proceediogs  and  Eola- 
tions of  the  |;eneral  court  of  the  South  Sea 
Company,  held  the  23rd  of  Deceoiber^  1720,  aa 
also  the  Resolutions  of  the  general  court  of  the 
said  Company,  held  the  9tli  and  18tb  days  of 
Mar^h,  1720,  relating  to  the  four  mooey-sub- 
«cription% 

Mr.  Sloper  opened  the  debate,  an(|  took  no- 
tice, that  one  of  the  principal  causes  of  the 
ruin  of  Public  Credit,  was  the  fraudulent  deal- 
ing of  the  South  Sea  directors,  with  the  pro- 
pnetors  of  the  redeemables,  and  other  public 
debts,  and  with  the  monej-subsciibers.  He 
was  seconded  by  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  and 
backed  by  Mr.  Uutcheson  and  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Duchv^  who  all  concluded,  that  tome  re- 
lief ought  to  be  given  to  the  said  subficribert. 

Mr.  Milner  was  of  the  same  opinion,  and 
thereupon  moved,  that  the  seven  millions  due 
^oan  toe  South  Sea  Company  to  the  govern- 
ment be  remitted.  This  was  strenuously  op- 
posed by 

Mr.  Smithy  who  shewed  how  absurd  it  was, 
Co  pretend  to  retrieve  Public  Credit,  b^  re- 
mitting, that  is  b^  taking  fit>m  the  public,  so 
great  a  sum,  to  give  it  to  private  persons :  he 
•wQed  that  they  who  had  suffered  by  the  fraud 
and  mismanagement  of  the  late  South  Sea  di- 
rectors, were  worthy  objects  of  compassion ; 
but  that  they  ought  to  be  relieved  out  of  the 
estates  of  those  who  had  occasioned  their  losses, 
and  not  out  of  the  public  meney. 

This  was  answered  by  Mr.  Horatio  Walpole,' 
who  was  for  Mr.  Milner*s  motion ;  as  were 
lUso  the  lord  Tyrconnel,  Mr.  Pulteney,  Mr. 
Robert  Walpole,  col.  Bladen,  and  some  others, 
and  though  they  were  opposed  by  Mr.  Shippen, 
•erjeant  P'tngelly,  and  a  few  more,  yet  the 
question  being  put,  upon  Mr.  Milner's  motion, 
it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  by  931  voices 
i^ainst  194.* 

Paperi  relating  to  Mr.  Knight  pretentedJ] 
May  6,  Mr.  Methuen,  by  the  kiug's  corn- 
Viand,  laid  before  the  House  copies  of  several 
Letters  and  Papers  relating  to  Mr.  Knight, 
which  were  read ;  particularly,  a  Letter  from 
Mr.  Loathes,  the  British  resident  at  Brussels, 
containing  an  account  of  the  escnses  and  prer 


*  '<  The  most  remarkable  passage  in  this 
day's  debate,  was  Mr.  Sbipf)en'8  naming  a 
Gretit  Lady,  wbo  had  a  considerable  quantity 
of  South  Sea  stock  |iven  her;  and  afterwards 
telling  a  story  of  AUce  Pearce,  a  celebrated 
mistyseof  kiog  Henr^  Hl.jvfao  having  made  a 
breach  between' the  Inng  and  the  Black,  Ptince, 
was  twice  removed  frovi  court,  by  the  interpo- 
sition and  solicitation  of  the  then  Speaker  of 
tlie  House  of  Commons*  This  story  being 
looked  upon  ae  implying  an  odious  parallel, 
col.  Bladen  animadvert^  upoQ  it  with  sona 
iirarmUi,"    Folitioal  Stat% 


taaoBS  made  use.af  to  dode  bis  instaoces'  for 
the  delivering  up  of  the  said  Mr.  Kui^ 
Tbo^  excuses  were  thought  so  fnvek>us,  tliat  a 
motion  was  miuie  for  prohibiting  the  imporla* 
tion  of  all  commodities  of  the  growth  and  ma* 
nuftu^tureof  the  Austrian  NeUierlaads, .parti- 
cularly lace  and  lawn,  till  such  time  aa  Mr, 
Knight  had  been  delivered  up  and  sent  over : 
but  it  was  thought  more  proper,  that  a  Com- 
mittee  be  appointed  to  consider  of  the  State  of 
the  Trade  between  this  kingdom  and  the  Aus- 
triau  Netherlands,  and  to  report  the  same,  as  it 
shoidd  appear  to  them,  to  the  House;  which 
Committee  was  appointed, 

A  Motion  infavou  r  of  ^r.  Aidahif  r^ected,\ 
Then  a  motion  was  made,  that  it  might  be  aa 
instruction  to  the  Grand  Commiuee  on  the 
Bill,  *  For  tlie  relief  of  the  unhappy  sofferen,^ 
(to.  that  they  should  receive  a  clause,  that  the 

f>aternal  estate  of  Mr.  Ai&labie  might  not  be 
iable  to  the  same  forfeitures  with  the  other  pari 
of  his  estate;  but  though  this  motion  wa» 
strongly  supported  by  three  members,  yetit  wa» 
rejected  with  general  indignation. 

Mr,  Vernon  expelled  the  Hioase,  for  a  Cot" 
rupt  Application  in  favour  of  Mr,  Aidabic] 
May  8.  Sir  Joseph  Jeiyll,  master  of  the  rolh^ 
acquainted  the  House,  that  he  was  directed  by 
the  Committee  of  Secrecy  to  acquaint  the 
House,  of  an  application  made  to  a  member 
of  the  said  Committee,  relating  to  a  matur  de- 
pending before  this  House,  and  thereupoa 
named  the  hon.  general  Resse,  as  ibe  gentle* 
man  to  whom  such  application  was  made; 
whereupon 

General  Rom  acquatated  the  Hoaae  that 
that  morning,  while  ue  was  at  the  said  Com- 
mittee, he  received  a  note,  that  a  jaatlemaa 
was  at  the  door  to  speak  with  hhn,and  he  went 
out,  and  found  there  Thomas  Ventoa,  esq.  a 
member  of  this  Huui|^  who  desired  bim  lo  go 
into  a  little  room  near,  whither  he  weot;  and 
Mr.  VernoQ  acquainted  him,  that  he  had 
something  to  say  to  him,  which  he  desired 
might  go  no  farther;  wbereupon  general 
Rosse  told  him,  he  hoped  he  had  ootmeg  to 
say  to  him  which  might  be  improper  for  liim 
to  hear ;  after  which,  Mr.  Vemoo  told  bimt 
there  was  a  disposition  in  the  House  to  be  &• 
vourable  to  Mr.  Aislahie,  in  the  Bill  n|K>a 
which  the  House  was  to  be  in  a  Cojnmittee 
that  day,  and  -that  It  was  in  his  power  to  do 
him  service,  and  for  the  same,  Mr.  Aislkhie 
would  make  him  any  acknowledgnoeot,  and  ia 
any  manner  he  should  diink  fit ;  upgo  which 
Mr.  Rosse,  from  what  he  firK  said,  oendudmg 
it  was  upon  some  corrupt  matter,  left  him  in  a 
passion,  and  thought  it  his  duty  to  aconaintihe 
Committee  of  Secrecy  therewith,  aad  the  said 
Committee  thought  it  was  proper  to  have  the 
matter  laid  before  the  Boose.    To  this  matter 

Mr.  Feriioa  was  heard  in  bis  places  and 
owned  the  said  words  and  circomstanoaa ; 
withal  dedariog^  That  he  did  not  meotioe  or 
intend  any  thios  of  aoooey,  or  any  other  coi^ 
mpt  matter^  and  btg|;td  (bt  fsdm  tf  dM  gt^. 
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lem«a  and  of  ibe  Houae,  if  te  bad  coKiiaiUed 
inj  offenoe,  he  sajriug  tbe  wordi  ivitliout  any 
iormpc  isteauoB,  and  only  oq  aeoount  ok' 
rieod»hip,  being  nearly  related  to  Mr.  Aisla- 
>ie,  and  tbcn  Mr.  Vernon  withdrew. 

Ueraiipon  it  was  resolved,  *^  1.  That  it  fqf>- 
Mfers  to  tbvi  House,  that  Thoiiat  Veroon^  esq. 
I  mecnber  of .  tbitf  Koase,  bath  «>ade  a  corrupt 
iliplication  to  general  Bosse^  a  member  of  this 
louse,  and  one  of  tbe  Comnfiittee  of  Secrecy, 
n  relation  jto  a  aiiatter  depending  before  tlius 
lottse.  3.  Tliat  the  said  Thomas  Vemon,  esq. 
It  for  his  said  ofTence  expelled  this  f  louse." 
[t  was  also  ordered,  **  That  the  thanks  of  this 
[louse  be  gifen  to  general  Rosse,  for  the  jus- 
ice  he  had  donie  to  this  House  and  to  bis  conn- 
vy,  in  laying  the  applicstioo  made  te  him  by 
Phomas  Vernoii,  esij.  before  this  House."  And 
iSr,  Speaker  gave  him  the  thanks 'of  the  House 
iccordttigly. 

After  this,  (he  Commons,  in  a  grand  com* 
nittee,  made  some  progress  in  the  Bill  for  re- 
kf  of  llie  unhappy  Sufferers  in  the  Sooth  Sea 
[Company,  &c.  and  added  Mr.  Aislabie's  name 
aodestate. 

FouETH  Report  of  the  Committse  of  Si- 
cmfCT  ow  THsPaocEEDiNOS  OF  THE  South  Sea 
COMPANY.]  May  22.  Mr.  Clayton,  Chairman 
of  the  Cooraaittee  of  Secrecy,  duriog  the  indis- 
position of  Mr.  Brodrick,  delivered  to  tbe 
liouse  ibe  following  Report : 

FoVBTH  RePOBT  of  THE   CoSfMITTBE  OF   Ss- 
CRBCT      ON    THE     pROCEEDr^GS    pP     THE 

South  Sea  Comfant. 

The  Cotnmitree  of  -Secrecy  appointed  to  en- 
quire into  all  tbe  proceedings  relattne  to  tlie 
Execution  -of  au  Act,  pass^  in  the  last  ses- 
sion of  parliament,  iutitled,  **  An  Act  for 
enabling  tbe  South  Sea  Company  to  increase 
their  present  capital  stock,  and  fund,  by  re- 
deemiiig  such  public  debu  and  incumbrances 
as  are  therein  mentioned;  and  ft)r  raising 
moiiey,  be  applied  for  lessening  several  of 
the  public  debts  and  incambrances;  and  for 
calling  in  the  present  Exchequer  Bills  r^^j- 
inaining  uncancelled';  and  for  making  forth 
new  Bills,  in  lieu  thereof,  to  be  circulated 
and  exchanged,  upon  demand,  at  or  near 
the  Exchequer  :^  since  tbeir  former  Report, 
having  bad  intimation  given  them. 

That  several  large  sums  of  money  had  been 
"fcnt  to  clivers  persons  mentioned  in  tbe  book 
^  loans,  formerly  laid  before  this  House  by 
Ibe  Itfte  Directors  of  th^  South  Sea  Company ; 
fcr  security  whereof  no  stock  hath  been  ac- 
ttiaH^  transferred;  Aey  did,  by  their  order 
^rmg  date  tlie  ll4th  day  of  April  last  past, 
■dffect  tbe  present  Sob  Governor,  Deputy  Go- 
^'wnor,  and  liirectors,  of  the  Sooth  Sea 
Contpany^  to  lay  before  them  an  account  of 
tbenaajes  of  all  persons  who  are  mentioned  in 
*he  9ald  book  of  lo^ns  to  have  borrowed  money 
^  »l^k,  fmd  the  -sums  by  them  respectively 
wutowedy  for  lecority  whereof  ao  actual  trans* 


for  of  stock  had  been  made ;  ptinuant  to  which 
order,  upon  the  19th  day  of  May  iostiSnt,  th« 
said  court  of  Directors  did  lay  before  your 
Committee  a  book,  by  them  intitfed,  *  An  Ac* 
<  coant  of  the  names  of  such  persons  to  whom 

*  loans  have  been  made  on  Smith  Sea  stock  ; 
^  who,  at  tbe  time  when  such  loans  were  made, 
'  do  not  appear,  by  any  books,  to  have  trans- 

*  ferred  stock  to  tbe  South  Sea  Company,ibrtha 
'  security  thereof:'  And  the  court  of  Directors 
have  added  to  the  said  title  the  words  folio  wing, 
'  But,  as  all  or  most  of  the  monej  lent  was  by 
^  granting  permits  to  any  name  without  distioc* 
'  tion,  or  any  regard  bad  by  whom  the  stock 
^  was  transferred ;  it  is  doubted,  that  this  ac- 
'  count  may  be  very  defective ;  and  it  is  pro* 

*  bable,  that  many  of  the  names  herein  mvf 

*  be  fictitious,  and  that  many  others  may  bo 
'  able  to  shew  bow,  and  by  whom,  the  stock 
'  for  the  money  lent  them  respectively  was 

*  really  transferred,  if  they  ^ould  ba  called 
'  upon  so  to  do.'  And  yonr  coOMutkee  ohservOp 
that  the  1^  mentioned  book  contains  tha 
names  of  several  persons  BMntioned  in  the 
aforesaid  book  of  loans,  to  have  borrowed 
money  upon  stedt,to  the^amount  of  9,1^1,9441. 
llf.  upon  tbe  security  of  576,888/.  stock,  which 
doth  not  appear  to  have  ,been  transferred  to 
the  use  of  the  Company. 

And  in  relation  to  this  maftter  your  Commit* 
tee  proceeded  to  examine,  in  the  most  solema 
maimer,  the  several  persons  following,  and  do 
now  lay  before  the  House,  the  examination  by 
them  taken,  in  the  words  of  the  examinations 
themsehres. 

Mr.  Charles  Lockyery  accountant  to  tbt 
South  Sea  Company,  savs,  that  he  bath  care* 
foUy  examined  the  books  of  loans,  and  the 
books  of  transfers  of  tbe  said  Company,  by 
order  of  the  Committee  of  Secrecy ;  and  upon 
the  inspection  of  the  said  books  does  find,  that 
the  sum  of  8,181,944/.  11«.  lias  been  lent  by 
the  said  Company,  at  several  times,  to  the  par- 
ticular  persons  mentioned  in  an  account  drawn 
out  by  this  examinant,  upon  the  sum  of 
578,888/.  stock,  supposed  to  be  transferred  ^o 
the  use  of  the  said  Company,  as  a  security  for 
sodi  money;  but  this  exacbinant,  upon  tha 
strictest  examihation  of  the  books  and  accoants 
belonging  to  the  South  Sea  Company,  cannot 
find  or  discover,  that  any  of  the  said  persons, 
or  any^  other  for  them,  at  the  respective  times 
of  the  loans  made  to  them,  did  make,  or  cause 
to  be  made,  any  transfer. of  sach  stocky  upon 
which  tbe  said  loans  are  entered  to  be  toade» 
or  of  any  slack  whatsoever,  unto  or  for  tho 
use  of  the  Company,  for  securing  the  repay- 
ment of  the  money  then  borrowed,  amountins 
in  the  whole  to  the  aforesaid  sum  of  $.181,944/. 
llf.  And  this  examinant  does  not  know  tliac 
any  stock  was  transferred  by,  or  for  the  said 
persons,  for  the  security  of  iheaaid  mon^jr,  CHf 
any  part  thereof. 

Sir  John  Blunt  being  examined,  ^ys,  ht 
takes  it,  there  was  a  gocra  deal  of  money  lent 
tothe  persons  who  had  bought  stock ;  and  in 
«Qch  case  the  teal  borrowars  were  not  Qm 
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^raotfercerSy  but  the  persoDs  of  whom  tbej 
bad  bought,  transferrad  the  stock  to  Mr. 
IDiighty  SucmaOy  or  Powell,  for  secoring  the 
moutj  lent  bj  the  Company.  He  says,  be 
really  believes  that  Mr.  Knight  generally  made 
good  the  stock  which  be  has  charged  the  Coin- 

Eany  to  have  lent  money  apon,  though  he  has 
eard  that  tome  pentons  are  charged  with  bor- 
rowing money,  who  never  did  borrow  any. 
'He  taysy  be  believes  tl^ere  b  a  considerable 

Suanticy  of  stock  on  which  money  is  said  to  be 
>nty  where  no  stock  is  transferred ;  and  (he 
^xamioant  apprehends  that  great  part  of  that 
deficiency  will  be  found  among  the  574,500/. 
fictitious  stock,  said  to  be  sold,  which  he 
believes  has  been  transferred  to  'the  loan  ac- 
count. 

Mr.  Robert  Surman,  being  examined,  as  to 
the  account  ef  loans  wher^  no  transfers  appear 
to  be  made*  says,  that  he  believes  that  Mr. 
Knight,  having  accounts  of  stock  with  several 
persons,  be  carried  theTr  stock  to  the  account 
of  loans.  He  says,  when  the  loans  were  at' 
first  begun  to  be  made,  there  were  several 
waste  ^ks  kept,  wherein  the  sums  lent  out 
were  first  entered,  and  all  the  papers  and  me- 
morandums  relating  to  the  loans  were  given  to 
Mr.  Clayton,  a  clerk  in  the  South  Sea  house, 
but  he  does  not  remember  whether  he  has  seen 
those  books  since  the  enquiry  began  or  no.  He 
•ays,  that  the  ledgers  of  the  loans  (he  believes) 
were  made  up  about  a  nw>ntb  before  Mr. 
Knight  went  away :  Says,  he  believes  that  se- 
veral of  the  persons  who  had  the  fictitious 
ttock,  had  money  lent  upon  it  on  the  Com- 
pany's account ;  and  in  such  cases  no  transfers 
could  be  made;  and  he  believes  that  part  of 
the  578,888/.  stock,  on  which  money  has  been 
lent  without  transfers  (appearing  in  the  account 
now  produced  to  him)  is  part  of  the  574,500/. 
fictitious  stock. 

The  said  Christ^opber  Clayton,  being  here- 
upon examined  by  your  Committee,  sajrs,  be 
and  the  clerks  under  him,  did,  by  direction  of 
the  committee  of  loans,  and  of  Mr.  Knight, 
make  up  the  account  of  loans  from  books 
which  he  now  believes  are  at  the  South  Sea 
bouse,  in  the  custody  of  Mr.  De  Gols  ;  that  the 
instructions  given  him,  were  to  make  the  ac- 
count from  the  copies  of  the  journals :  that  Mr. 
Knight  perused  this  account  when  i;nade,  and 
.examined  it,  and  corrected- it  by  the  journals 
and  other  books  of  his  own ;  that  Mr.  Knight 
bad  the  custody  of  the  original  journals ;  and 
before  the  copies  from  which  tnis  examinant 
took  the  account  were  made,  the  examinant 
believes,  that  Mr.  Knight  made  some  additions 
to  the  original  journals  from  his  own  books. 
Says,  that  he  never  had .  any  instructions  or 
order  from  Mr.  Knight,  or  auy  other  person, 
lo  make  this  account  in  such  a  manner,  as 
mot  to  exceed  the  regulations  of  400/.  per 

AfUr  reading  the  said  Report,  Mr.  Clayton 
surquainted  the  House,  that  the  Committee 
Iff  re  preparing  a  draught  of  a  Jfteport;  relating 


to  scveal  members  of  both  Hoosei,  nifmioied 
in  the  account  of  steck  sold,  laid  before  this 
House,  an4  relating  to  all  other  members  o( 
this  House  mentioned  in  any  examinatioa 
taken  by  the  said  conunittee,  and  desired  the 
House  to  appoint  a  day  fur  receiving  such  Re- 

Sort :  whereupon  it  was  ordered,  that  the  itid 
Leport  be  received  upon  that  day  fortnight. 

D^fote  in  the  Commom  e^ncerming  the  AMom- 
ances  to  be  given  to  the  South  Sea  Direcion 
out  of  their  Ettates,*]  May  33.  Id  a  grand 
Committee,  a  farther  progress  was  made  in  the 
Bill,  <  For  the  Relief  of  the  unhappy  SufilMrers 
in  the  South  Sea  Company;'  and  the  chief 
matter  in  debate  was,  what*  allowance  sboold 
be  given  to  the  late  directors  out  pf  their 
estates  ^  | 

Nir,  Lowndei  proposed  an  eighth  part;  to 
which  it  was  objected.  That  it  woaM  be  too 
much  for  some  who  bad  the  most  balky 
estates,  and  consequently  had  been  deepest  ia 
the  guilt;  and  too  little  for  others  diat  bad 
but  small  estates,  and  were  only  pasuvely  cri- 
minal, by  not  entering  their  dissent  to  the 
fraudulent  management  of  tlie  rest. 

May  85.  The  Commons,  in  a  gr^nd  Com- 
mitte,  on  the  South  Sea  Sufoers'  Bill,  resoaed 
the  consideration  of  the  Petitions  of  the  laie  i 
Directors  of  the  South  Sea  Campany.  The 
debate  be^an  with  sir  John  Fellows,  Oie  sab- 
governor,  m  whose  behalf 

Mr.  Sioper  moved.  That  since  it  did  not 
appear  that  he  had  been  so  active  ia  the  late 
vile  and  pernicious  practices  as  some  otbefs 
had,  he  might  be  allowed  80,000/.  out  of  hit 
estate.   . 

Mr.  Hungerford  reduced  it  to  15,000/.  others 
to  12,000/.  and  Mr.  Robert  Walpoie  having  at 

*  ^<  After  all  the  pains  that  have  been  taken 
to  detect  the  villainies  of  the  Directors  aod 
their  friends,  I  am  afraid  they  will  at  last  slip 
through  their  fingers,  and  that  aothin^  fiirther 
will  be  done  as  to  confiscation,  hanging,  &c. 
There  certainly  is  a  majority  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  that  are  willing  to  de  tbeoiselves 
tiod  the  kingdom  justice;  but  they  act  so  little 
in  concert  together,  that  they  are  coostantiy 
baffled  by  a  set  of  men  whom  guilt,  moAey, 
&c.  have  linked  in  the  closest  bond.  It  is  im* 
possible  to  tell  you  of  what  infinite  conse- 
Quence  the  absence  of  a  friend  of  yours  h  at 
tois  time,  and  how  uneasy  the  generality  of 
mankind  is  at  it.  He  is,  without  compliinent, 
the  spring  that  gives  motion  to  the  whole 
body;  and  the  only  man  that  either  can  or 
will  set  matters  in  a  true  light,  and  expose  and 
baffle  the  schemes  of  the  Skreen,  £a — ^Tha 
House  were  £fe  hours  in  a  committee  last 
Friday  upon  the  director's  bill,  aod  were 
amused  and  bantered  the  whole  time  bj  ques- 
tions and  amendments  proposed  by  the  Skreen* 
&c  so  tltat  they  rose  at  last  without  coming  to 
any  resolution.''  Coxe's*  Walpoie.  Coma- 
pondence:  Mr,  St,  JohQ  JSrodfick  to  lord 
Middl^loi^ 
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bit  propoted  10,000/.  the  tame  was  agreed  to 
without  any  diyision.  Mr.  Joye,  deputy-go- 
vemor,  appearine  to  have  been  deeply  con- 
ceraed  hi  tue  guiu,  it  was  agreed  to  allow  bim 
ooJy  5,000/. 

Theo  the  Committee  proceeded  alphabeti- 
cilly  to  tbe  directors,  and  it  was  unanimoosly 
igreed  to  allow  BIr.  AsteU  5,000/. 

A  debate  aruioK,  wbetber  to  allow  sir  Lam- 
bert Black  vrell  5,000/.  or  10,000/.  and  he  hav- 
iDg  many  friends  in  the  House,  it  was,  upon  a 
divisioo,  carried  for  10,000/.  by  112  votes 
agabst  108. 

After.  tt\is,  there  was  a  long  debate  about 
sir  John  Blunt ;  Mr.  Laurence  Carter  moved  to 
allow  him  only  If.;  lord  James  Cavendish  1,000/. 
lod  Mr.  Plammer  5,000/. ;  sir  Joseph  Jekj^ll 
Bovedfor  10,000/.:  and  was  seconded  by  ^e- 
seial  Ross,  k>rd  Moleswortb,  Mr.  Jefleries, 
sod  Mr.  Windsor,  wBo  ail  spoke  very  warmly 
00  his  behalf;  alledgiing,  oiat  he  had  Inien 
more  iosenaons  in  his  examioation  before  the 
Secret  (^mmitte^than  any  of  the  late  dirco> 
ton;  and  bad  let  t^m  into  a  great  many 
lecrets,  which  otherwi^  they  could  not  have 
known.  To  this  it  was  answered,  by  Mr. 
Sloper,  Mr.  Milner,  Mr.  Jobo  Smith,  and  Mr. 
Horatio  Walpoie,  *'That  he  had  been  tKe  chief 
contriver  and  promoter  of  all  the  mischief,  and 
therefore  ought  to  be  most  severely  punished." 

Mr^  Sloper  added.  That  he  was  grown  to 
ibat  heigfit  of  pride  and  insolence  labt  summer, 
tbt  he  cooki  not  give  a  civil  answer  to  persons 
^  above  him.  And  thereupon  instanced  iu  bis 
bebariour  one  day,  at  the  treasurer,  of  which  he 
was  himself  witness,  when  a  relation  of  a  great 
Ban,  asking  sir  John  for  a  sabscription,  the 
spstart  tnight,  with  a  great'deal  of  contempt, 
M.  hioi  go  to  his  cousin  Walpoie,  and  desire 
hina  to  sell  his  stock  in  the  Bank,  and  by  that 
means  he  might  be  supplied.     Hereupon 

Mr.  Robert  WulpoU  shewed.  That  sir  John 
Blunt  was  a  projector  of  many  rears  standing; 
aod  had  been  ihe  author  of  several  fallacious 
Khemes,  by  which  onwary  people  had  been 
dranu  io  to  their  utter  ruin.  And  to  this  pur- 
po%,  iusiaitccd  a  project  fotr  a  linen  manufac- 
ton;  but 

Mr.  Boratio  Walpoie  said  thereupon.  That 
*3s  not  his  fi,rst ;  for  there  was  n  gentleman 
that  sat  next  to  him,  [meaning  Mr.  Jessop] 
*hoin  sir  John  had  drawn  into  a  project  (or 
^>nngiog  Water  to  London  from  a  great  dis- 
tance, which  was  to  out-do  the  New  River 
^ater,  by  which  the  subscribers  lost  nil  their 
inooej,  ihou^  sir  John  himself  got  some  thou- 
ttnds  by  it. 

This  was  confirmed  by  Mr.  Jessop  himself; 
■erertheless,  the 

I/)rd  Hinchingbroke  moved  fdr  allowing  sir 
Job  Bbnt  10,000/.  urging,  That  the  Secret 
Comnaittee  had  promwed  him  favour  for  his 
opeuneis  io  his  examination;  upon  which 

General  Koa  desired,  That  tliic  noble  mem- 
h<r  who  spoke  last  might  eiplain  himself,  siooe 
^leeoMd  to  intimate,  [as  if  tbe  Secret  Com- 
luotee  had  used  ondirbaiKl  daaliogs.    A(|diiifr 
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that  for  bu  part  be  knew  of  no  pronnse  ever 
made  to  sir  John  Blunt  upon  tnat  account; 
that  be  was  sure  he  never  made  any ;  and  he 
believed  he  could  answer  for  all  the  rest,  that 
there  never  was  any  sach  thing  intimated  tc 
sir  John. 

The  Lord  Hinchingbroke  replied,  that  if  that 
honourable  member  would  repeat  his  words  as 
be  spoke  them,  he  would  es plain  himself: 

Upon  which  the  matter  dropped.  Then 
the  question  being  put,  for  aliowmg  sif  Johii 
BKint  1,000/.  it  was  carried  in  the  i2Srmative| 
by  138  votes  a^nst  94. 

It  was  observed,  that  Mr.  Lechroere,  Mr. 
Hutcheson,  and  serjeant  Pengelly  went  out  of 
the  Uoose,  before  the  debate  about  particular 
persons  came  on ;  aud  that  Mr.  Lechmere 
only  took  notice,  «That  the  late  directors 
were  all  equally  guilty  of  a  breach  of  trusty 
and  therefoie  ought  all  to  be  punished;  but 
that  their  crimes  not  being  equally  flagrant, 
he  thought  there  ought  to  i>e  a  difference  in 
their  punishment." 

FiffTH  Rbpoet  op  tub  Committeb  of  Si->  " 

CieCT  0J9  THB   PmoOBBDIliOS   OF   TMX  SoUTH- 

SbaCompaity.]  MaySa.  Mr.  Clayton,  from 
the  Committee  of  Siecrecy,  reported  to  tte 
Hottse,  That  it  appeared  to  the  said  Committa* 
that  Mr.  Christopher  Clayton,  a  Clerk  in  thm 
treiisury  office  of  the  Soutb-Sea  Company,  bad 
endeavoured,  by  Jlireats  and  Menaces,  to 
suppress  the  Evidence  whicb  Samuel  Watts, 
anolher  clerk  in  tbe  said  office,  was  able  to 
give  to  the  said  Committee ;  which  report  he 
read  in  his  place,  as  foUovt :  vii. 

.Fifth  Repobt   of  the  CoMiiirnBE  of  Se* 

CEECY'  Oir     THE    Pa00Sl»IJ7O8    O^    THE 

South-Sea  Compaht. 

That  the  Committee  of  Secrecy  appointed 
to  inquire  into  all  the  proceedings  relating 
to  tlie  execution  of  an  Act  passed  the 
last  session  of  parliament,  intiiled,  *^  An 
Act  for  enabling  tbe  South<rSea  Company 
to  increase  their  present  Capital  Stoek,  and 
Fund,  by  redeeming  such  public  Debts  and  In- 
cumbrances as  are  therein  mentioned^  and  for 
raising  Money,  to  be  applied  for  lessening  se- 
veral of  the  public  Deocs  and  Incumbrances  ; 
and  forcallhigin  the  present  Exchequer-Bills 
remaining  uncancelled  ;  and  for  making  forth 
new  Bills,  iulieu  thereof,  to  be  circulated  and 
exchanged,  upon  demand,  at  or  near  the  Ex- 
chequer ;  Having,  on  the  25ih  of  May  instant, 
eXBfuined,  iu  the  most  solemn  manner,  Samuel 
Watts,  a  clerk  in  the  Treasury-Office  m  the  . 
South-Sea  Company  ;  he  snvs.  That,  some 
lime  in  Janunry  lost,  about  a  iortnijht  after  the 
first  meeting  of  tbe  Secret  Committee,  at  the 
Soiitb-S^a  Uoose,  Mr.  Lockyer  c<»noe  upiato 
the  Treasury-room,  from  tlie  Secret  Committee, 
and  said,  They  wanted  Mr.  Christcuber  Clay- 
ton, then  a  clerk  to  the  South-Sea  Company  s 
Who  not  being  there,  lie  asketl  for  the  exami- 
nant ;  who  said,"  Here  am  I  :*'  And  then  Mr. 
Lockyer  iaquiied  of  the  examioant,  Who  tlia 
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clerks  were  that  made  out  the  Books  of  Great  Carter-Lane,  London,  intitledy  ''Tbt 
Loans  :  iind  the  cxaminant  acquainted  him,  **  Weekly  Joornal,  or  Saturday's  Post,  with 
that  himsflf,  James  Ottey,  Ueorge  Wol-  **  freshest  advices,  foreign  and  domestic;* 
ley,    and  Stephen    Crisp,    were    clerks    em-    Saturday,  May  97, 1791^  me  same  was  brooj^ 

Sloyed  in  making  out  those  books  ;   and  theii    up  to  tlie  Tahle,  and  several  Paragraphs  hi  the 
Ir.  Lockyer  went  down  stairs,  and  desired  the    said  printed  paper  were  read  as  foflow;  vii. 

examinant  not  to  t^eout  of  the  wa^  :  that,  soon 

after,  the  said  Mr.  Clayton  came  m  ;  and  the 

examinant  told  him, The  committee  wanted  him 

beloyr  stairs  :   Clayton  then  asked  him,  if  the 

examinant  knew  for  what  the  committee  wanted 

him :  the  examinant  replied,  he  did  not  know  ; 

but  that  Mr.  Lockyer  had  desired  him  to  at- 
tend :  upon  which  Clayton  said,  He  had  heard 

the  examinant  had  given  Mr.  Lockyer  the  names 

of  the  clerks  who  assisted  him  inmakin^jout  the 

books  of  Loans  :  upon  this,  Clayton  said,   with 

a  curse,  **  What  had  yoa  to  do  to  tell  their 

names  f  If  you  had  a  mind  to  bring  yourself 

into  a  premunircj  why  should  you  bring  them  ? 

Am  not  I  sufficient  to  give  an  accouut  for  them  ?* 

And,  walking  about  the  room  in  a  passion.  Said, 

That  the  examinant  bad  nothing  to  do  to  dis- 
cover any  tiling ;   especially  to  Mr.  Lock^, 

who  was  a  rogue,  and  a  villain,  iiod  liad  dis- 
covered all  :  and  that  he  would  iberefore  be 

desDised,  and   pissed  upon,  by  every  body : 

and  then  said.  That,  if  this  examinant  waa 

•ammoned  before  the  Committee  of  Secrecy^  he 

was  to  answer,  That  he  knew  nothing,  but  that 

the  examinant  was  snbordiiuitt  to  nim ;  aod 

that  what  the  examinant  had  dene,  was  by  bis 

directions,  and  he  was  answerablfl  Mr  it  ^  and, 

laying  his  hands  violently  on  this  euuniaaot^t 

face,  squeezed  fab  jaws  very  bard,  and  aaad,  if 

the  examinant  discovered  any  thing,  he  would 

be  the  death  of  him : 
That  Claytofl  then  aikad  the  exaatUBMit, 

What  he  did  know  t    to  which  the  tzamiiiant 

replied.  He  knew  enough ;  and  that,  wbtnhe 

was  examined  before  his  betters^  he  would  tell 

the  truth  :  Claytop  asked  again,  what  the  exa- 
minant did  know ;  ro  which  the  exaounant  an- 
swered, he  should  know  in  tioie. 

Your  Committee  are  proceeding  in  the  forther 
Examination  of  the  Matters  referred  to  tbeoi ; 
and  will  speedily  lay  the  same  before .  the 
House. 

Resolution  tkerwn.]  The  Hou^  immediately 
came  to  this  Resolution,  <'  That  Mr.  Christo- 
pher Clayton,  a  clerk  in  the  Treasury-Office 
of  the  South-Sea  Compahy,  by  endeavouring  to 
prevail  with  Mr.  Samuel  Watts,  another  clerk 
m  the  said  office,  by  threats  and  menaces,  to 
•oppress  the  Evidence  which  he  was  able  to 
give  to  the  Committee  of  Secrecy,  was  guilty 
of  a  hidi  Crime  and  Misdemeanour!*'  audit 
was  ordered,  "  That  the  said  Mr.  Christopher 
Clayton  be,  for  his  said  offence,  committed 
Prisoner  to  his  majesty's  prison  of  the  Gate- 
House." 

Complaint  made  againU  certain  Seditious 
LibeUin  Mist's  Journal.]  May  88.  Mr. 
Lechmere  having  made  a  'Complaint  to  the 
House,  of  a   Paper  printed  by  N.  Mist  in 


O  Soeii  (oeque  enim  igaari  subris  ante  maferan) 
O  passi  graviora  !  Dabit  Deas  his  4{aa<i«e  fiaem. 

VirgiL 

"  Friends !  Britons  !  Countrymen ! 

"  Give  me  leave  to  salute  you  with  these 
tender  appellations,  whilst  I  endeavour  to  pre> 
pare  you  for  the  due  solemnization  of  that  ap- 
proachine  festival,  which  commemorates  tat 
greatest  blessings. that  were  ever  poured  forth 
on  this  or  any  other  nation. 

**  For  ever  shall  the  29th  of  May  be  regarded 
as  the  day  on  which  we  were  dehveredfirom  the 
greatest  evib  a  people  had  ever  laboured  onder. 
After  wickedness  had  received  its  utmost  per- 
fection in  the  destruction  of  the  king ;  we  grosD- 
ed  onder  the  oppressive  force  of  a  cruel,  ifl- 
bred,  uneducated  Old  Tyrant,  and  the  drivcJlioc 
fool  bis  son,  whilst  the  royal  progeny  waadered 
ft^m  court  to  court  to  find  protection ;  their 
servants  at  home  were  enjoined  to  abjure  their 
title,  and  swear  to  afford  them  no  aid.  Solemn 
leagues  and  covenant!  were  hatched  to  make 
the  people  abjure  God  as  well  as  the  king. 
To  be  qualified  to  serve  in  Church  and  Sute, 
it  was  required  to  deny  Religion  and  Oovero- 
ment.  Every  man  would  1^  ruled  after  hii 
own  ifiodel,  and  have  a  religion  of  his  own  coa- 
trivanoe.     Those  who  had  a  little  stock  of 

greek,  revived  the  damnable  errors  of  Simon 
iagus,  Arius,  Macedonius,  Stc.  whilst  tidkers, 


♦  "  Whilst  the  affair  of  the  Sooth-Sea  wai 
depending  in  parliament,  Petitions  from  coun- 
ties, cities,  and  boroughs  were  sent  up.  crrinj; 
for  justice,  and  pamphlets  were  daily  publisDed, 
exasperatinG;  the  minds  of  the  people  against  the 
Soutn-Sea  directors  and  their  abettors.  But  the 
loudest  cries  for  justice  were  contained  in  Let- 
ters directed  to  the  Author  of  the  London  Joor* 
naLand  supposed  to  have  been  mostly  penned 
by  Jir.  Gofdoii,  ouder  the  borrowed  name  of 
Cato.  A  Committee  was  appointed  to  inquiie 
into  the  authors,  printers,  and  publishers  of 
sedhious  libtls.  They  sent  for  Mr.  Pede, 
publisher  of  the  London  Journal,  and  for  the 
reputed  author  of  the  Letters,  but  they  botbkep 
out  of  the  way.  Mist,  the  printer  and  poblisber 
of  a  Weekly  Journal,  was,  for  reflections  cast  on 
the  king  for  his  interpositions  on  behalf  of  the 
Piotestants  in  the  Palatinate,  sentenced  to 
stand  ill  the  pillory,  to  pay  a  fine  of  50/.  and 
after  three  months  imprisonment  to  give  secu- 
rity for  his  good  behaviour  seven  ^ears.  His 
Journal  was  carried  on  under  the  titleof  F(6g^« 
and  two  months  after  (May  S7>  WM  ceonred 
attain  by  the  Commons  as  a  traiteroos  libel, 
tending* to  alienate  the  afiections  of  his  nu^o- 
tVh  subjects,  and  excite  rebellioo.  HoWevefj 
the  Journal  continued  may  yeah  aftifwarw. 
Tindil.  ' 
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held  by  mortal  OMn  f  replied  Christ  in  the  He^^ 


obkfty  andta^lorty  inadc  shift  to  botch  «iid 
tatcfa  iip9  religion^  of  their  own  pure  iayention. 
ij  public  authority  we  were  cooiaiaoded  with 
astin^andprayerj  to  implore  the  divine  ^wer 
9  assist  in  perpetrating^  the  greatest  villaioiet ; 
od  when  the  pennissire  providence  of  God 
ad  suffered  any  exemplary  roguery  to  succeed, 
iey  did  not  fail  to  return  him  stMemn  tbaaks 
>r  it.  Tbutf  was  God's  holy  name  seriously 
lasphemedy  and  all  who  had  submitted  to  tKe 
Usurper  bei^e  members  of  a  Heli  Fire  Club. 

**  The  Tyrant  behaved  like  a  knavish  guar- 
ian^  and  not  like  a  natural  father  of  the  |>eo- 
le.  He  knew  not  how  short  his  time  might 
e,  therefore  made  the  best  of  it.  He  pillaged 
11  that  cmo  in  bis  way ;  but  as  it  was  impos- 
ible  to  ruia  the  nation  without  the  assistance 
f  part  of  it,  be  licensed  little  rogues  to  strip 
beir  oeighbours,  so  that  tbey  thared  the  booty 
ritb  him.  The  royal  palace  was  crowded  with 
niUs  and  scoundrels  who  would  disgrace 
bridewell  and  Newgate.  Such  miscreants 
rod  on  the  coronets  of  our  nobles,  levelled 
n  the  national  spoil,  and  triumphed  in  our 
iiictipa ;  whilst  the  Usurper  encourased  this 
(uid  riot,  acting  like  n  rOgue  who  had  taken 
K>8session  of  another's  estate  he  had  no  title  to, 
md  djd  not  care,  what  waste  he  made  in  ano« 
her  man's  grounds.  Our  lords  and  gentlemen 
vtn  made  to  bleed  in  wanton  sport,  for  trea- 
on  committed  against  his  mock  miyesty. 

"  Under  these,  and  innumerable  other  evils, 
fe  were  involved.  When  Rebellion  had  almost 
ost  its  name  in  a  settled  and  successive  usurpa* 
ion,  then  we  beheld  day  to  break  in  upon  us  from 
ifar,  when,  least  expected.  Then  we  saw  the 
estoration  of  the  monarchy  in  the  royal  house 
>f  Stuart,  in  the  person  of  a  prince  endowed 
u'th  a  thousand  shining  qualities.  Then  those 
;rear  names,.  Ornftond,  Clarendon,  and  South- 
wpton,  honest  hearts,  and  able  heads,  pre- 
idedatthe  helm  of  affairs.  The  college  of 
bishops  was  filled  more  worthily  than  in  any 
tge  since  the  apostolical  one.  They  were  all 
Christians !  pious,  learned,  orthodox  confess- 
ors. Alts  and  sciences  revive^,  joy  diffused 
(self  over  £verv  honest  countenance,  and 
;loomy  d^ected  looks*  confined  tbemeelvet  to 
heir  proper  district,  the  fiices  of  roj^uet  and 
illainss  who  returned  to  their  lurkmg  holes, 
rom  whence,  like  snakes  and  vipers  in  a  time 
f  contagion,  when  the  whole  mass  of  aif  is 
«  infected  as  their  nests,  they  had  crawled 
broad. 

**  What  can  be  more  pleasant  than  to  bebokl 
be  triumphs  of  oppressed  hones^t  oyer  pn>s- 
>«ro|as  villainy  ?  What  more  ravishing^  than  to 
«er  eyerymusesweetlj  celebrating  the  yictory  ? 
«ow  learned  jttd^  were  placed  upon  the  bench 
rho  ntver  enquired  what  the  plaintiff  or  de- 
endfnt  was,  but  wliat  wa|  his  cause;  the 
^(uts  wer^  rescued  from  nonsense  and  blas- 
ihony,'  and  filled  with  learned  and  sober  di- 
'^'^  aud  it  was  nacrime  to  be  learned  and 
nnocent. 

/*  St,  AugoMiae  beins  asked  what  be  would 
visb  to  hayo^seeo,  of  all  that  that  bad  beeo  be- 


PauHn  the  pdA  uod  Rome  in  its  glorj.  Next 
to  this  wish,  mkicL  is  not  to  be  equalled  in  any 
l»roportion,  I  would  desire  to  see  the  Restora- 
tion. It  is  impossible  to  have  a  notion  of  the 
pleasure,  of  observing  the  countenances  of  ibe 
people,  when  they  look,  with  a  mingled  aspect 
of  sname.  and  joy,  upon  him  they  bad  so  bug 
injured ;  or,  of  observing  that  kind  forgiveness, 
that  beniniity,  that  complacency  in  the  coun- 
tenance of  the  Priaot,  upon  seeing  bis  servants 
returning  to  their  dnty  witliuyt  actually  behold- 
ing it. 

**  Upon  the  Restoration,  preaching,  history, 
poetry,  philosophy,  eloquence,  &c.  were  car- 
ried to  bi^r  pitches  than  tbey  arrived  to,  in 
any  age  since  the  Augustan.  There  was  a 
universal  change,  from  aS  that  was  wicked  and 
detestable,  to  all  thiit  was  good  and  desirable. 
This  change  was  effected  in  a  most  miraculous 
manner,  with  v^ry  little  human  interpoditioo  ; 
they  who  wished  well  to  it,  were  kept  back 
from  assisting  the  promotion  of  it,  that  the  band 
of  God  might  appear  more  visibly  in  it :  tliey 
who  wished  ill  to  it  were  restrained  from  ob- 
structing its  advancement.  For  such  great, 
such  conspicuous  mercies!  Let  us  offer  up  to 
God  Ob  the  approaching  festival,  the  sweet 
smelling  sacrifice  of  unfeigped  praise  and  thanks- 
giving. 

^*  But  I  may  be  asked,  is  this  a  time  for  joy> 
when  we  labour  under  such  irretrievable  cala- 
mities ?  Shall  we  retui^  thanks  for  a  deliverance 
from  rogues  with  swords  in  their  hsods,  when 
we  ace  ruined  by  footmen,  pimps,  pathicks, 
parasites,  bawds,  whores,  nay,  what  is  more 
vexatious,  old  ugly  whores !  such  as  could  not 
find  entertainment  in  the  moat  hospitable 
huudreds  of  old  Drury  ?  The  Psalmist  com- 
plains of  their  iosultings  who  called  upon  them 
to  sing  the  sweet  sougs  of  Sion  in  their  Baby- 
lonish captivity.  If  he  could  not  sing,  who 
was  enslaved  Jby  a  great  and  potent  people,  it 
is  barbarous  to  invite  us  to  cbamil  lays  of 
prAise,  who  are  become  a  prey  to  raiealiy  ped- 
dling Jews,  to  petty  brokers,  to  the  scum,  the 
off'-scowering  or  foreign  nations,  and  the  dregs 
of  our  own.  No,  no,  let  us  humble  ourselves 
in.  sack  cloth  and  ashes,  uid  supplicate  tho 
Ahnighty  to  take  away  the  great  cause  of  all 
these  evils  from  amopg  us. 

''To  thb  I  answer;  have  we  not  received 
good  from  the  hand  of  the  Lord,  and  shall  wo 
not  also  ceceive  evil?  The  surest  wtiy  to  draw 
to  us  future  mercies,  is  to  be  grateful  fur  those 
we  have  already  received ;  the  uQgratefiii  un* 
uer  therefore,  is  a  greater  (be  to  bis  country 
than  a  South  Sea  Director. 

"  Atheism,  rebellion,  adultery  and  murder, 
with  every  other  vice^  have  had  their  impious 
advocates,  except  ingratitude.  None  have 
been  so  whimsically  wicked,  so  impudently 
abandoned,  as  to  stand  up  in  defence'  oi  this 
vice.  What  is  therefore  so  universally  con- 
demned, must  be  superlatively  odious.  The 
greatest  benefits  are  received  frottiOod,  who 
heaps  tbemuBoa  us  without  our  least  deterying^ 
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God  is  sloir  to  punish,  and  r6ady  to  fbfgi?e : 
All  the  eood  we  receive  flows  from  him,  the 
inexhaustible  foundatioo  of  all  goodness.  The 
etils  we  endure,  are  the  naturi!  consequences 
of  our  own  faults  and  follies ;  that  he  permits 
them  to  fiill  opon  us  is,  that  they  may  awaken 
us  ^om  our  dream  of  vice.  If  we  examine  into 
the  birth  of  our  present  misfortunes,  we  shall 
quickly  find,  they  cake  their  rise  from  ourselves, 
whibt  the  world  is  wicked,  it  roust  be  misera- 
ble ;  such  is  the  order  of  things,  that  effects 
will  follow  their  causes,  unless  the  regular 
course  of  nature  could  be  inverted. 

«*  The  very  chastisement  of  God  are  mercies, 
Ibr  which  we  are  in  duty  bound  to  praise  him  : 
if  his  judgments  ^hen  are  to  be  praised,  bow 
much  more  his  benefits !  Let  every  man  among 
us  return  undissembled  thanks  to  the  Almighty 
for  the  good  things  he  has  bestowed  upon  us 
tod  our  fathers ;  and  he  may  tlien  oonbdtetly 
say,  when  he  beholds  our  present  calamities,  in 
the  words  of  holy  David :  The  Lord,  who  de- 
livered me  out  of  the  paw  of  the  lion,  and  out 
of  the  paw  of  the  hear,  he  wilt  deKv»r  me  out 
of  the  hand  of  this  Philistine.    I  am, 

•'  My  country's  devoted  senrant,     Decius." 

"  I  once  more  beg  a  placer  in  your  Paper,  to 
suld  something,  by  way  of  supplement,  to  a  most 
popular  pamphlet  called  Cataline,  or  the  Case 
of  the  Conspirators.  This  author  hat  said 
little  of  IVfarcus  Crassus,  who  has  been  always 
in  my  judgment  the  worst  of  ttiat  accursed 
gang ;  though  I  have  formed  my  notions  of  tliis 
man  from  a  thousand  Httle,  mean,  infamous, 
ungrateful  actions  his  history  is  sweHed  with. 
I  apprehend,  I  need  only  to  select  one  instance 
«oot  of  them,  to  draw  those  who  are  nnac- 
qnaiuted  with  history  into  my  opinion. 

*'  Those  who  have  read  Cataline  must  re- 
member into  what  wretched  circumstances 
those  detestable  traitors  had  brought  the  peo- 
ple. '  Marcus  Crassus  his  son  in  law,  his  manu- 
mitted slaves,  and  other  dependants,  being  the 
principal  agents  in  the  hellish  conspiracy ;  we 

'  must  not  imagine  Crassus,  whose  darling  passion 
■was  money,  would  be  without  a  large  share  of 
the  plunder;  consequent  upon  the  treason  of 
}m  followers,. 

**  When  the  senate  was  labouring  to  close 
the  gaping  wounds  of  the  public,  the  city  was 
alarmed  at  a  cause  bronze  into  the  forum,  by 
several  builders,  agamst  the  wealthy  Crassus. 

-  The  city  had  built  a  palace  for  Crassus,  upon 
a  tiiumph  he  obtained,  which  cost  as  many 
Soman  talents,  as  amount  to  300,0002.  of  our 
money.  Crassus  bad  for  several  years  after 
the  erecting  of  his  palace  been  adorning  it, 
which  brought  on  a  charge  of  70,000/.  more. 
Some  of  the  workmen  be  employed  sued  him 
for  their  wages  j  the  praetors  gave  sentence 
Against  Crassus,  who  from  them  appealed  to 
the  senate,  affirming,  that  wliatever  expence  he 
could  lavishly  throw  away  upon  his  palace,  by 
▼irtue  of  a  decree  of  the  senate,  it  was  to  be 
UMwertd  out  of  the  public  cofot. 


''Cruel  and  barbaroas Crassus!  who,  wfaihc 
he  had  five  millions  lodged  among  the  Veocti, 
the  Beige,  the  Liguriaos,  every  penny  of  which, 
was  the  spoil,  the  plunder,  or  the  gift  of  the 
public;  was  to  inhuman  as  to  dmand  the 
payment  of  bis  debts  out  of  the  treasury,  then 
not  so  full  as  his  own  private  purse :  at  a  time, 
when  -the  cries  of  poverty  were  universal,  when 
Crassus  was  in  a  habit  of  bodjF  incapable  of 
relishing  any  one  pleasure  of  life,  and  when  be 
had  no  sun  to  inherit  his  ill  acquired  pelf. 

**  It  is  to  me  <i  wonder  that  the  senate  4\d 
not  use  him  as  they  did  Q.  Annios.  It  is 
however  a  piece  of  justice  to  continue  the  in- 
famy of  traitors  through  alt  ages,  please  to  pub- 
lish this  letter,  and  thousands  will  know  that 
Marcus  Crassus,  the  wealthiest  of  the  Romaa 
Senators,  was  a  mean  spirited,  abandoned  vil- 
lain, who  never  heard  of  him  before.  Yoan^ 
and  my  country's  friend, 

"  BaiTAimiciTS.'' 

T%e  taid  Libels  censured,  and  Mist  rommittsd 
to  Newgate.]  After  the  reading  of  these  Li- 
bels, sir  Joseph  Jckyll,  sir  David  Dalrymple, 
Mr.  Yonge,  colonel  Bladen,  Mr.  Pulteney,  the 
Attorney  Genera],  Serjeant  Pengelly,  sir  Wat, 
Thompson,  Mr.  Sloper,  Mr.  Uungerford,  and 
some  others,  animadverted^  with  indignation, 
opt^n  the  rile,  scandalous,  and  false  insinua- 
tions contained  in  them ;  and  "tfaereapon  the 
House  unanimously  resolved,  ^  That  the  paper 
intitled  *  The  Weekly  Journal,  or  Saturday's 

*  Post,  with  fineshest  advices,  foreign  and  do- 
'  mestic,  Saturday,  May  97,  17^1,'  n  a  false, 
malicious,  scandalous,  infiunous,  and  'traitorous 
Libel,  tending  to  aliieoate  the  affecttoos  of  las 
majesty's  subjects,  and  to  excite  the  people  to 
sedition  and  rebellion,  with  an  intention  to 
subvert  the  preaent  happy  esublislxnent,  and 
to  introduce  popery  and  arbitrary  power.'* 

And  it  was  ordered,  **  That  N.  Blist^  the 
printer  and  publisher  of  the  said  paper,  be  for 
his  said  offence,  committed  a  prisoner  to  bis 
Majesty's  gaol  of  Newgate :  and  that  Mr. 
Speaker  do  issue  his  warrants  accordinj^." 

It  was  also  resolved,  mem.  coh.  **  That  aa 
hmnble  Address  be  presented  to  his  majesty, 
expressing  the  Commons'  utmost  abhorreaoe  of 
the  scandalous,  infamous  and  traitonms  Libel 
(intitled  *  The  Weekly  Journal,  or  Saturday's 

*  Post,  with  freshest  advices,  foreigo  and  do- 
<  mestic,  May  97,  1741^  and  tbetr  deCestition 
of  the  author  of  it ;  at^d  to  assure  his  maiescy, 
that  this  House  will  stand  by  and  mpport  fau 
majesty  and  bis  royal  fiunily  against  ail  trai- 
torous and  seditious  attempts  that  sbaH  be 
made  Against  his  sacred  person  andgovemBeot, 
and  humbly  to  beseech  his  mi^esty,  That  bevrdi 
give  the  most  effectual  orders  lor  proseeotiiif  and 
punishing  the  printer  and  pablishers^  ana  also 
the  authors  and  contrivers,  when  dinovetfed,  of 
the  said  traitorous  libel,  and  of  all  other  aediiti- 
oos  libels  that  tend  to  raise  discontent  and  dis- 
affection in  the  minds  of  bis  miyesty's  sabjects; 
and  to  assure  his  majesty,  thatsiiis  Hoasrwifl 
proceed  with  die  maieK  care  and  dtHgeetri 

'igitizedby  VjOOQIC 


809]     PABL.  mSTOBY,  f  Giobce  1. 1721.— auI  Mui  coMritui  to  Nev^gate,     [SIO 

to  ind  out  tml  discorer  tbe  authors  of  socb 
wicked,  sediciotis  aiui  traitorous  libels.'* 

After  this  a  Committee  was  appointed  to 
enooire  into  the  antbors,  contriversy  printers 
and  poblisbers  of  the  said  seditious  and  traitor- 
ous Libel ;  and  of  all  other  seditious  Libels, 
which  tend  to  raise  discontent  and  disa£fectioo 
in  the  minds  of  bis  ra^est/ssubjecu ;  and  that 
tber  bare  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers 
and  records.  It  was  also  ordered,  That  the 
said  printed  paper,  intitled  *  The  Weekly 
'Journal,  or  Saturday's  Post,  with  freshest 
*  advices,  fbrctcn  and  domestic,  Maj  27, 1731,' 
be  referred  to  m  said  Committee. 

Maj  SU    Mr.   Comptroller    reported  the 

kind's  Answer  to  the  Address  of  the  House 

UfOMt  Mist's  and  oth^  Libels,  which  was  to 

this  effect,  vis.  ^  That  his  majesty  thanked 

this  House  for  their  most  dutifisl  and  loyal  Ad* 

dress,  and  would  immediately  give  the  neces- 
sary orders  for  prosecutiog  and  punishing  the 

authors,  printers,  and  pobfishers  of  all  scandal- 
ous and  sedidoos  libels.*' 
In  th«  mean  time,  eodeaTours  were  used  to 

prerent  Mist's  beine  committed  to  Newgate : 

to  which  purpose,  that  venr  day,  a  Petition  of 

Da?id  Crawford,  esq.  marshal  of  the  prison  of 

tbe  court  of  King's  Bench ;  was  presented  to 

the  House  and  read,  settins  forth.  That  Mr. 

ttist  (printer  of  the  Weekly  Journal)  was  in  his 

custody,  in  execution  upon  a  Judgment,  given 

against  him  by  the  said  court ;  and  that  he  had 

been  also  charged  in  his  custody  with  an  actioft 

of  debt  for  tiOO/. ;  and  that  he  having  notice 

of  the  Order  of  this  House,  for  committing  the 

said  Mr.  Mist,  to  his  majesty's  gaol  of  New- 
gate, was  ready  to  pay  all  due  obedience  to 

this  House ;  but  that  Mr.  Mist  being  a  Prisoner 

iitexecution  and  for  debt,  the  petitioner  hum-* 

biv  prayed.  That  be  might  be  indemnified  in 

such  manner,  as  to  this  House  should  seem  meet. 
Hereupon  it  was  ordered,  **  That  the  said  N. 

Mist,  the  princfer  of  the  said  seditious  and 

trtiterous  libel,  do  stand  comroiited  close 
\    prisoner  to  the  said  prison  of  the  court  of 

Kind's  Bench  during  the  pleasure  of  this  House, 

at  also.  That  it  be  referred  to  the  CommiUee 

appointed  to  enquire  into  the  authors,  contrivers, 

pnoters  and  publishers  of  all  seditious  and  trai- 

Wffous  libels,  which  tend  to  raise  discontent  and 

disaffsctbu  in  the  minds  of  bis  majesty's  sub- 
jects, to  examine  precedents,  in  what  manner 

persons  who  are  prisoners  in  execution  have 

been  examined  More  this  House,  or  any  Com* 

aiittee  thereof,  S^d  to  report  the  same  t»  the 

Rouse  with  all  conrenient  sfieed." 
June  3.  The  lord  Hinchiobrooke  reported 

from  the  Committee,  appointed  to  enquire  into 

/^authors,  contrivers,  and  publishers  of  the 

above  seditious  and  traiteroua  libel,  &c.  That 
/    the  CoaBUHttee  had  searched,  and  found  sereral 

{'^^^''^  ^^  persons  who,  being  in  execution, 

ha^  nevertfaeiess,  been  brought  to  the  bar  of 

the  House  of  Commons;  and  his  brdship  de- 
i  hvered  in  tbe  said  report  at  the  uble^  The 
\  MdR^KNt  WAS  read  ;  and  then  Mr.  Speaker 


acquainted  the  House,  That  an  intimatioa 
had  been  left  at  his  house  that  morning  io 
writing  that  Mr.  Mist  was  to  have  his  libtrlf 
that  ni^t  by  the  consent  of  the  marshal  of  the 
prison  of  the  court  of  King's-Bencb,  in  ordef 
for  his  going  to  France  ;  and  that  tbe  said 
MiH'swife  was  moring  her  goods..  And  the 
House  was  also  informed.  That  the  said  Com- 
mittee, in  the  course  of  their  examination,  had 
likewise  intimation,  that  it  was  apprehended 
that  the  said  Mist  would  endeavour  to  escape, 
and  that  his  wife  was  dbposiog  of  his  goods. 
And  the  House  beine  informed  that  the  mar^ 
shal  of  the  prison  of  the  court  of  the  Kinz's 
Bench  was  above  io  tbe  Speaker's  chamber,  he 
was  called  down,  and  at  the  bar  examined . 
touching  the  manner  in  which  the  said  Mist  was 
confined.  And  he  acquainted  the  House, 
That  the  said  Mist  was  kept  in  one  Mulliu|^*s 
house,  being  the  next  house  to  the  King's  Bench 
prison,  and  where  he  usually  keeps  the  kin||'s 
prisoners:  and  that  he  was  there  under  locks  m 
the  day  time,  apd  two  keepers  attending  in  the 
night:  and  then  he  withdrew.  Hereupon  it 
was  ordered,  **  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  issue  bis 
warrants  to  the  Serjeant  at  Arms,  attending  thia 
House,  and  also  to  the  marshal  of  the  prison  of 
the  court  of  King's  Bench,  to  bring  the  said  N* 
Mist  to  the  bar  of  this  House  immediately." 

Accordingly  Mist  was  brought  in  to  ue  bar 
of  tbe  House,  by  the  serieaot  at  arms;  and 
pertinaciously  refusing  to  be  examined,  under 
pretence  that  be  understood  there  was  a  prose- 
cotton  intended  against  him,  he  was  directed 
by  Mr.  Speaker  to  withdraw  ;  and  it  was  or- 
dered, *'  1.  That  the  said  N.Mist  be  conraiitted 
prisoner  to  Newgate,  there  to  be  kept  in  dose 
custody  during  tbe  pleasure  of  the  House; 
S.  That  the  suhI  Mr.  Mist  be  not  admitted  the 
use  of  pen,^  ink,  or  paper,  and  that  no  person 
be  admitted  to  come  to  the  said  Mist,  without 
the  leave  of  tbe  House.  3.  That  Mr.  Speaker 
do  isssue  his  warrants  accordingly ;  4.  That 
the  keeper  of  Newgate  prison^  do  oring  the  said 
N.  Mist  to  the  said  Committee,  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  authors,  printers,  and  publish- 
ers of  seditious  and  traitorous  libels,  from  time 
to  time,  when  he  aball  be  required  so  to  do  by 
the  said  Committee  ;  and  5*  That  the  said 
Committee  be  empowered  to  examine  any  per- 
son, they  shall  (hink  fit,  in  the  most  solemn 
manner." 

A  few  days  aftar,  N.  Mist  was  brought 
before  the  said  Committee,  and  being  examined 
about  the  author  of  his  Journal,  ga?e  unsatia- 
foctory  answers.  On  the  other  hand,  some 
bold  expresssions  and  insinuations  in  Cato's 
Letters,  published  in  tbe  London  Joumid, 
having  given  no  small  offence  to  some  men  io 
po^r,  the  same  Committee  thought  fit  to  saad 
for  1.  Peeley  the  publisher  of  that  paper,  who 
thereupon  absconded.  Hereupon  the  Com* 
roittee  sent  for  Mr.  Gordon,  tbe  reputed  author 
of  Cato's  Letters,  who  being  indiaoosed 
thought  proper  likewise  to  keep  out  of  tfa» 
way. 
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IXTQ  RlPOiT  OF  Tnt  CoaCMITTBB  pV 
BECT  ON  TBB  P&OCEEDIVGS  OV  TQE  SoUTH 

CoMPAHY.]  June  5.  Mr.  Clajtoo  rc- 
:ed,  from  the  Committre  of  Secrecf ,  some 
her  matters  as  they  appeared  to  ttie  said 
nmittee;  and  which  ttiey  had  directed]  him 
eport  to  the  House ;  and  be  read  the  Report 
US  place^  as  follows : 

TH  Report  of  the  Committbb  of  Se- 
crecy ON  the  Peocbedikgs  of  the 
South  Sea  Company. 

kt  the  Committee  of  Secrecy  appointed  to 
ini)uire  into  all  the  proceedings  relating  to 
the  execution  of  an  act,  passed  the  last 
sessioA  of  parliament,  intituled.  ^  An  Act 
for  enabling  the  South  Sea  Companj  to 
increase  their  present  capital  stock,  and 
fund,  bj  redeeming  suchpuhlic  debts  and  in- 
cumbrances, as  are  therein  mentioned; 
and  for  raising  money,  to  be  applied  for 
lessening  several  of  tne  public  debts  and 
incambrances ;  and  for  calling  in  the  pre- 
sent exchequer  bills  remaining  uncancelled; 
and  for  making  forth  new  bills,  in  lieu 
thereof,  to  be  ciVculated  and  exchanged, 
upon  demand,  at  or  near  the  Exchequer  ;** 
observing  the  instruction  giveo  them  by 
the  House, 

'hat  they  should  proceed  in  the  farther  exa* 
ation  ot  the  particulars  of  the  674,500/. 
th  Sea  Stock,  supposed  to  be  disposed  of 
tveen  the  4th  of  February  1719,  and  the 
li  of  April  following ;  they  have  accordingly 
Deeded  therein. 

ind  your  Committee  examined,  in  the  most 
mn  manner,  William  Compere,  one  of  the 
tons  mentioned  in  the  account  of  the  said 
,500/.  stock  :  and  ho  declares.  That  he  did 

buy  the  quantities  of  stock,  in  the  said 
3unl  charged  to  be  sold  to  huo,  neither  oi 

South  Sea  Com)>any,  Mr.  Knight,  Mr. 
man^  or  any  other  person  concerned  for  the 
npany,  to  his  knowledge;  nor  had  he  any 
1  stock  taken  in,  or  he)d,  for  him,  by  any 
:he  penons  aforesaid. 

Lnd  the  several  other  brokers,  and  persons, 
itioned  in  the  Appendix,  Letter  A,  who  ar^ 
•  inserted  in  the  said  account,  as  buyers,  of 
:r  parts  of  the  said  stock,  having  been  exa- 
ed  by  voar  committee^  have,  in  like  man- 
.  denied  their  buying  such  stock,  or  having 
same  taken  in,  or  held  for  them ;  and  have 
lared,  that  their  pames  are,  in  the  said 
3unt>  made  ose  of  without  their  knowledge 
onsent :  and  your  Committee  observe,  Thst 

several  sums  mentioned  in  the  said  Appear 
A,  amount  to  339,500/.  South  Sea  Stock. 
Lnd  from  hence  it  is  evident,  that  the  nl^mes 
he  said  persons  have  been  fictitiously  made 
of,  in  order  to  conceal  the  persons  for  whose 
efit  such  stock  was  really  disposed  of. 
Ir.  Carbonnel,  a  broker,  in  the  said  account 
Itioned,  is  in  Holland,  as  your  Committee 
ifbrmed,  and  they  have  badf  no  opportunity 


of  exanuaing  bi|n,  or  the  other  pertpus  mto- 
doned  la  the  Appendix,  letter  B,  hereunto  an- 
nexed ;  and  the  said  stock  cl^arged  as  sold  to 
them,  amounts  to  32,000/. 

As  to  the  Lords  of  Parliament,  and  members 
of  this  House,  named  in  the  said  account  of 
stock  sold,  which  account  of  stock  amounts  iu 
the  whole  to  184,000/.  the  particular's  of 
which  are  mentioned  in  the  Appendix,  C; 
your  Committee  lay  before  the  House  all 
the  examinations  by  them  taken  relating 
thereto,  iu  the  words  of  the  exiimi nation  them- 
selves. 

Mr.  RoBert  Sumian  being  examined,  and 
shewed  the  said  accounts  of  stock  sold,  as  to 
the  several  articles  of  30,000/.  and  2^000/. 
stock  to  lord  Chetwynd,  of  the  15lh  and  17th 
February,  1719,  at  the  rates  of  179  and  183L 
per  cent,  says,  that  when  \ie  was  (by  Mr. 
Knight's  direction)  preparing  the  said  account 
of  stock  sold,  to  lie  laid  "before  the  House,  Mr. 
Knight  read  those  sums  to  him  out  of  the 
green  book,  (mentioned  in  his  former  exami- 
nation) wherein  this  examinont  at  the  same 
time  saw  the  lord  Chetwynd's  name,  at  the  heap 
of  an  account  therein  kept  between  bis  lordship 
and  Mr.  Knight ;  and  the  examinaut  verily 
believes,  that  his  lordshiii's  name  and  the 
aforesaid  sums,  and  all  other  names  and  sums 
which  were  read  out  of  the  said  green  book, 
are  real,  and  that  such  persons  had  such 
stock  actually  held  for  them ;  and  that  these 
two  sums  were  really  held  by  Mr.  Knight  for 
lord  Chetwynd*s  benefit,  who  had  the  power 
over  so  much  stock,  and  had  a  right  at  any 
time  to  demand  the  difference,  in  case  of  a 
rise ;  and  the  examinant  never  heard  that  bis 
lordship  either  paid  any  money  or  gave  secu- 
rity for  paying  for  the  said  stock« 

That  tke  several  Enuies  in  tbe  AcGOMt  Book 
of  Stock  Sold,  vii. 

j£.  £. 

To  Tho.  Wynne,  esq.  2,000  at  IdO  Feb.   15 

John  ftoberts,  esq.   -  1,000  —  178  Mah^  1 

Edward  Rolt,  esq.    •  5,000  —  174(  ditto 

Samuel  TufFnell,  esq.    5,000  —  18S  ilitto  11 

John  Bridge    -    .    -  3,000  —  SOO  ditto  17 

Col.  James  Scot   -    -  1,000  •—  S50  ditto  SI 

Wm.  CJietwynd,  esq.  -  8,000  — 175  dkto  «2 

The  same  person  -    -  4,000  —  980  ditto 

Thomas  Wynne,  esq.    S,000  — 975  ditto  99 

Wm.  Forrester,  esq,  -  1,000  —  979  ditto 

Col.  Monroe  -    >    -  6,000  —  975  ditto 

Patrick  Halden,  esq.'*  9,000  —  380  ditto 

Edw^d  Rolt,  oq,     -  3,000  —  985  ditto 

Earl  of  Rotbct     •    -  9,000  —  800  ditto  IS 

Earl  of  Essex-    -    -  9,000 «— 305  ditto 

Lord  Haddington      •  9,000  —  808  ditto 

Marq.  of  Winchester   9,000  —  310  ditto 

Josejph  Banks,  esq.    -  1,000  —  810  ditto 

Wm.  Chetwynd,  esq.  •  8,000  —  810  ditto 

Col.  Montgomery      •  9,000  —  31$  ditto 

Sir  Montague  Blundel  2,000  —  818  ditto 

Sir  Wilfred  Lawson  -  1,000  —  390  ditto 

William  Yonge,  esq.  -  3,000  —  830  Mar«  IS 

Col.  Grahame  -    .-    -  9,000  —  980  ditto  9^ 
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Knighty  io  a  paper  containing  ao  atcoimt  df 
the  stock  dbpoaad  of  by  him,  iit  the  tame  man* 
ner,  as  Mr.  Gibbon  brought  his  particatar  siims^ 
and  from  that  paper  the  examinint,  bj  Mr. 
Knight's  direction,  entered  these  sums  in  thtf 
acconnt  of  stock  sold. 

That  in  discdurse  with  Mr.  KnighC  sitlce  this 
enquiry  began.  Mr.  Kuight  has  oftin  expressed 
a  great  de^  of  uneasiness  on  account  of  stock 
sold  and  booght  for  the  Company,  tfajring,  h« 
had  in  these  affairs  obliged  sevei^  personsy 
whom  he  did  hot  care  to  name. 

Your  Committee,  at  the  request  of  the  said 
Mr.  Forrester,  examined  Mr.  John  Mark, 
banker,  and  as  to  the  article  of  the  S8rd  of 
March,  1719,  of  1,000/.  South  Sea  stock 
charged  to  be  sold  to  the  said  Mr.  Foh«ster  ajt 
97 2L  per  cent,  he  says,  he  did  about  this  timer 
buy  at  market  for  Mr.  Forrester,  d,QOe/.  of 
3,000/.  South  Sea  stock,  at  6r  about  timt  price, 
and  that  Mr.  Forrester  heme  disappointed  of 
money  to  pa?  for  1,000/.  of  it  (su*  Lam^erti 
Blackweil,  who  had  bought  an  annuity  of  100/. 
of  him,  not  paying  for  it,  because  of  an  objec- 
tion to  the  title)  Mr.  Forrester  applied  116  th« 
examinant  to  lend  him  money  opion  thel^OOO/i 
stock,  for  two  or  three  days,  i^hich  the  exa- 
minant  not  being  able  to  do,  he  desired  him  ta 
get  it  for  him  of  a  friend ;  upon  which  the  exa* 
minant  applied  to  sir  Lambert  Blackweil,  antt 
he  told  him,  he  would  a«k  Mr.  Knight  to  do  it, 
which  Mr.  Knight, -by  ^  Lamberts  desire,  ac« 
cordiogly  did,  opon  the  eocaminant's  engagingf. 
to  paj  him  the  money  in  a  few  days,  and  tb« 
exammant  named  Mr.  Forrester  to  sirLambcrf 
Blackweil. 

The  examinant  afterwards  told  Mr.  Forres- 
ter, he  had  got  the  stock  taken  in  for  him  for  m 
few  days,  but  did  iM>t  tell  Mm  by  whom ;  that 
in  a  short  time  afterwards,  Mr.  Forrester  paid 
the  examinant  the  principal  and  interest,  and 
the  examinant  paid  Mr.  Kiiight. 

Mr.  Markj  in  a  subsequent  examination, 
says,  that,  to  the  biest  of  this  examinant's  re- 
membrance, the  1,000/.  stock  mentioned  in  in» 
former  examination,  was  by  Mr.  Forrester^ 
direction,  transferred  to  Mr.  Sambrooke  by 
this  examinant,  before  thisexaminantpiMd  Mr. 
Knight  the'money  mentioned  in  bistaid  former 
examination. 

Sur  Lambert  Blackweil  being  likewise  exa« 
mined,  at  Mr.  Forrester's  request,  aays,  thai: 
about  February  or  "March,  1719,  Mr.  Maiic 
told  the  examinant,  that  he  bad  bought  1,000/. 
stock  for  Mr.  Forrester,  and  that  Mf.  Poirrestet 
wanted  money  for  a  raw  days  Io  pay  for  it ; 
Mr.  Mark  desired  the  examinant  to  'P<Mk  to 
Mr.  Knight  to  advance  the  money,  (whidi  the 
examinant  accordingly  did ;  and  the  exa» 
minant  afterwards  told  Mr.  Mark,  that  Mr. 
Knight  did  advance  the  m6ney)npon  hb  agrees 
ing  to  repay  it ;  and  that  he,  Mr.  Mark,  re^ 
paid  it  with  interest,  tery  soon  ^^r  it  wu  M 
borrowed. 

Mr.  John  Edwin  being  also  examinedy  fli 
the  desire  of  Mr.  Forrester,  says,  he  iieter 
heard  of  the  laid  l.OOOt.  tiJHhiu  aticoont  ef 
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>  all  read  to  this  examinant  by  Mr.  Knigjbt, 
out  of  the  said  green  book,  and  are  of  the  same 
niature;  and  touching  these  sums,  he  says  the 
same  as  he  has  said  concerning  the  first  men- 
tioned sums  of  30,000/.  and  9,000/.  charged  to 
be  sold  to  the  lord  Chetwynd.  j 

As  to  the  article  of  the  15th  of  FebrUart, 
1719,  of  4,000/.  stock,  and  charged  to  be  sold 
to  lieut-  gen:  Pepper,  at  180/."  per  cent.  This 
examinant  says,  it  is  of  the  same  nature  as  the 
first  mentioned  soms ;  and  farther,  this  exa^ 
minant  believes  that  gen.  Pepper  had  such 
stork  taken  in  for  him  by  Mr.  Knight. 

Mr.  Knight  some  time  after  the  said  15th  of 
February,  told  the  examinant,  that  he  had  sold 
it  for  the  general,  who  was  angry  at  his  selling 
of  h  so  soon,  stock  soon  after  rising  higher; 
and  the  examinant  believes,  if  there  was  any 
difference,  the  same  was  paid  or  accounted  for 
by  Mr.  Knight  to  gen.  Pepper, 

As  to  the  article  of  4,000/.  at  276/.  per  cent. 
and  S,000/.  at  300/.  per  cent,  of  the  23rd 
and  25tb  of  March,  charged  to  sir  William 
Gordon,  the  examinant  says,  thev  are  of  the 
same  nature  as  the  first  mentioned  sums ;  and 
farther,  that  he  had  several  times  seen  sir  Wil- 
liam Gordon  with  Mr.  Knight,  and  verily  be- 
lieves the  account  of  the  said  sums  were,  ad- 
justed between  them. 

As  to  the  article  of  the  15th  of  February,  of 
tOJOOOl.  to  lord  Gower,  he  8ay«,  That  that  was 
a  transaction  of  Mr.  Gibbon's,  who  brought 
to  Mr.  Knight  a  paper,  containing  the  names 
of  persons  to  whom  he  hnd  disposed  of  the 
Company's  stock,  saying,  'Here  is  the  ac- 
*  count  of  the  stock  which  I  have  disposed  of.' 
That  he  believes  the  following  names  and  suihs, 

Ld.  Gower  for  the  said  20,000  at  180  Feb.  15. 
Lord  Lansdown  for  -  5,000  at  180  Mar.  1. 
Uis  lordship  more  -  .  -  5,000  at  170|  dUto. 
were  contained  in  the  paper  of  Mr.  Gibbon, 
and  from  that  paper  were  entered  by  the  exa- 
minant in  the  said  account  of  the  stock  sold, 
that  be  does  not  know  these  names  were  in  the 
green  buok,  but  believes  an  account  was  kepi 
between  Mr.  Gibbon  and  Mr.  Knight  in  the 
said  green  book,  the  examinant  having  seen 
Mr.  Gibbon's  name  in  that  book,  at  the  head 
of  an  account,  and  believes  that  these  sums 
were  held  or  taken  in  for  the  use  of  the  said  lord 
Gower  and  lord  Lansdown. 

That  the  fotlowiog  entries  Sn  the  account  of 
•tock  sold,  viz. 

£' 
tflOOto  sir  Cop.  Bampfield,  at  975/.  per  cent. 

March  9S. 
tfiOO  to  Mr.  J.  Bampfield,  at  the  same  price 

and  titlle. 
1,000  to  sir  Johtl  Bland,  at  the  same. 
1,000  to  sir  Thomas  Seabright,  at  the  same. 
l,00a  to  Henry  DHicks,  esq.  at  ^60/.  same  day. 
1,000  to  Charles  Longuevifle,  esq.    at  325/. 

•     Mafch^85. 
tfiOCf  tb  sir  William  Carew,  at  SOO/.  Mar.  31. 

#6re  all   brooght   by  Mr.  Chester  to  Mr. 
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ilook  sold  w«s  Uid  beA)re  the  Honie :  That 
lilice  (bat  time  he  met  Mr,  Forrester  aC  a 
^yern»  who  seemed  to  be  much  surprised  at 
^echarseof  1,000/.  stock  to  him,  and  de- 
oUred|  that  he  knew  oothingof  it;  and  be  gave 
the  examvoanty  and  the  rest  of  the  company 
there,  such  a  relation  of  the  matter,  as  induced 
ihem  to  believe  he  was  clear  of  the  affair,  but 
the  particulars  of  this  reUtion  this  examinant 
cannot  remember. 

As  to  the  article  of  2,000/.  stock  charged  to 
sir  Montague  filundcll  (now  lord  Blundell) 
jour  Committee,  at  his  lordship's  inquest,  exa- 
mined William  Chetwjnd,  e»q.  Charles  Col- 
bourne,  and  Mr.  Robert  Surman.  Mr.  Chet- 
Sfnd  sajs,  that  on  or  about  the  28tb  da^  of 
arch,  17S0,  the  said  lord  Bhindell  desired 
this  examin^  to  transfer  500/.  Sooth  Sea 
atock^  which  the  examinant  had  in  trust  for 
lord  Blnodellt  to  Mr.  Knight,  as  an  additional 
teoiritj  for  1,000/.  stock  taken  in  bj  him  for 
lord  Blundell)  at  S16/.  per  cent*  amounting  to 
3,160/.  which  the  examinant  accordinglj 
did. 

That  the  examinant  thinking  the  said  SOO/. 
itock,  together  with  the  said  1,000/.  stock, 
more  than*  a  sufficient  security  for  the  said 
3,160/.  did  appl?  to  Mr.  Knight  to  take  in 
1,000/.  stock  tor  him  (the  examinant)  upon  the 
'  said  5,000/.  of  additional  security,  at  330/.  per 
cent,  or  thereabouts,  which  Mr.  Knight  com- 
plied with,  at  the  sole  request  and  desire  of  the 
examinant.  • 

That  neither  thb  examinant  nor  lord  Blun* 
dell,  hare  received  any  manner  of  profit  or  ad- 
vanta^  by  either  of  the  ml  1,000/.  stock ;  for 
the  said  S,000/.  now  remains  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Knighty  or  his  agents;  together  with  the 
500/.  stock  additional  secu^;jr,  which  they  in 
•11  probability  must  lose  in  this  affair. 

The  said  8,000/.  stock  are  distina accounts; 
for  this  examinant  did  transfer  to  the  said  lord 
Blnndell's  use,  S50/.  stock,  beinj;  his  share  of 
the  additional  security  aforesaid ;  and-  this 
esaminant  did  believe,  when  this  matter  was 
transacted,  that  it  was  an  account  with  Mr^ 
Knight  only,  whe^ia  the  Company  was  no 
ways  concerned. 

irbe  said  CkarUi  Cb/e6o2<nie being  examined, 
says,  he  did  on  or  about  the  36th  of  March 
17S0,  buy  1,000/.  South-Sea  stock  by  the  di- 
rection of  Mr.  Thomas  Holdip,  and  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Chetwynd,  or  one  of  than,  but  for  the 
account  of  the  said  lord  Biundell,  at  the  rate 
of  316/.  per  cent,  which  stock  was  paid  for  by 
Mr.  Surman,  by  order  of  Mr.  Knight,  on  or 
about  the  98th  dajr  of  the  said  March  1730, 
and  at  the  same  time  500/.  more  stock  was 
traosferred  by  the.said  Mr.  Chetwynd  to  the 
said  Surman,  which  (ta  the  said  Chetwynd  then 
informed  this  examinant^  was  so  transferred, 
for,  and  as  a  fiuther  security  for  the  repayment 
of  3,150/.  then  paid  for  the  said  1,000/.  stock, 
at  the  said  rate  of  316/.  per  cent,  with  interest 
lii^r  the  same. 

The  said  Surman  being  examined  says,  there 
was  f,0094  9t9^  charged  to  lord  BlvndeU, 


read  to  the  examinant  out  of  the  green  book, 
as  he  has  said  in  a  former  examination. 

That  about  the  36th  of  March,  1730,  Wil- 
liam Chetwynd,  brother-in-law  to  lord  Bluodell, 
transferred  500/.  stock  to  this  examinant,  which 
he  understood  was  an  additional  secdriiy  for 
stock  taken  in  by  Mr.  Knight ;  that  after  Um 
enquinr  began  in  parliament  about  the  South- 
Sea  affairs,  Mr.  Chetwvnd  came  to  the  exa- 
minant to  know  how  that  500/.  was  applied ; 
and  the  examinant  told  him  that  it  suU  re- 
mained due  from  him  to  Mr.  Chetwynd,  and 
at  tha(  time  Mr.  Chetwynd  4oId  him,  the  exa- 
minant, it  was  a  security  taken  in  by  Mr. 
Knight,  for  lord  Blundell  and  himself;  and  thb 
examinant  believes  lord  Blundell  was  then 
with  Mr.  Chetwynd,  by  reason  the  examinant,  . 
through  the  hurryf  of  business,  had  neglected, 
to  take  directions  from  Mr.  Knight  how  toup^ 
ply  it. 

The  said  Mr.  Robert  Surman  being  at  Ui^ 
re(|oest  of  Thomas  Wyno,  esq.  farther  exa- 
mined by  your  Committee,  as  to  the  said  stock, 
said  to  be  sold  by  him,  says,  he  can  say  no 
mo^  concerning  that  matter  than  he  has  said 
in  his  former  examination. 

Sir  John  Blunt  being  examined  the  S6th  of 
January,  1780,  says,  he  was  privy  to  the  sell- 
ing of  iy(ock  for  the  Company ;  that  be  did 
himself  dispose  of  6,000/.  part  of  the  Conn 
pany's  said  stock,  to  col.  Monroe,  a  member  of 
parliament,  at  375/.  per  cent,  that  to  the  best 
of  the  cxaminant's  remembrance,  col.  Monroe 
desired  some  stock  to  be  taken  in  for  him,  (that 
is>  to  have  the  money  advanced  for  him  for  so 
much  sto<ck)  that  he  sent  one  Lopez  a  broker, 
to  him.  to  take  it  in ;  but  this  examinant  bad 
leave  from  some  of  the  governors  and  direc- 
tors, to  let  Mr.  Monroe  have  so  nsucb  of  the- 
Company's  stock ;  and  upon  that,  this  exa- 
minant told  the  broker,  he  would  take  it  in  for 
hiin,  and  sell  it  himself,  that  there  was  no  atock 
transferred^  but  this  examinant  gave  Mr. 
Knight  an  account  of  so  much  of  the  Com- 
pany's stock  sold  to  Mr.  Monroe;  that  in 
Apnl  last  (to  the  best  of  his  remembrance)  col. 
Mfooroe,  or  his  brother,  desired  his  stock  might 
be  sold,  and  upon  that,  this  examinant  refers 
red  him  to  Mr.  Knight  to  deliver  it;  that  he 
does  not  know  that  col.  Monroe  gave  any  se- 
curity to  the  Cotnpany  to  adswer  the  375/.  per 
cent,  other  than  the  said  agreement  made  Be- 
tween this  exabiinant  and  uie  said  broker. 

That  lie  also  disposed  of  1,000/.  other  part 
of  the  Company's  said  stock,  to  Jos.  Baisk% 
esq.  (a  member  of  t|bis  Ilouse)  at  310/.  per 
cent,  who  desired  this  examinant  to  sell  him  so 
much  stock  at  the  market  price,  and  te  take  hia 
note,  payable  in  a  month  or  six  weeks,  ibr  ibe 
money,  which  be  accordingly  did,  which  waa 
paid  about  May  following,  at  which  time,  tK*  ' 
stock  was  advanced  in  value ;  and  this  •!•• 
minant  paid  that  money  In  Mr.  Kni^t  for  tbn 
company's  u&e,  soon  after  he.received  it. 

That  af|er  the  time  of  agreeing  with  Mr. 
Banks  for  this  stock,  it  feU  in  vam  for  aotoa* 
time ;  tha(  this  was  thutj(jraiiiictc.d ;  Sir  Mm 
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fiIuofcga?eMr.  Banksa  notc^  to  truiiffer  the 
Quantily  of  stock,  and  took  Mr.  Babks's  note 
for  the  money  :  Some  time  after  these  notes 
were  g^ven,  and  after  the  monej  paid,  Mr. 
Banks  dired  to  borrow  4,000/.  (as  he  believes) 
OB  this  stock ;  and  he  believes  Mr.  Knight  took 
this  examinant^s  note  as  so  miidi  stock :  that 
he  believes  Mr.  Knight  Jent  him  4^000^  ac- 
cordingly, in  June  last ;  that  be  had  no  view 
towards  tlie  fiicilitatiag  the  bill  in  the  disposal 
of  this  stocky  the  said  Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr. 
Banks  being  inclined  to  pass  the  bill,  before 
the  stock  was  disposed  of  to  tbem  (as  they  bad 
declared  to  biro.)  Your  committee,  at  the  de- 
sire of  the  said  cot  Monroe,  examined  Gabriel 
Lopea,  a  broker,  as  to  the  said  6,000/.  stock 
cbarned  to  be  8o)d  to  col.  Monroe;  and  he 
says,  that  about  tlie  middle  of  March  1719-30, 
the  said  col.  Monroe  sent  for  him  to  Garraway's 
coffee-house,  and  gave  him  a  letter  directed  to 
sir  John  Blunt,  in  which  (to  the  best  of  the 
ezaminant's  remembrance)  col.  Monroe  de- 
sired him  to  take  in  for  him  6,000/.  South-Sea 
stock  at  interest,  and  that  he  would  repay  him 
again  in  a  month.  At  the  same  time,  col. 
lloDR>e  ordered  the  examinant  to  buy  for'  him 
the  said  sum  of  6,000/.  South- Sea  stock,  which 
the  examinnnt  did  at  the  same  time,  of  sir 
Jobo  Blunt,  at  $75/.  per  cent,  which  was  the 
then  market  price :  and  sir  John  Blunt,  did  at 
the  same  time,  agree  to  place  the  said  sum  of 
6,060/.  South- Sea  stock,  to  col.  Monroe's  ac- 
count :  and  says,  that  wit  bin  a  month  aft^- 
wards,  col.  Monroe  ordered  him  to  sell  the 
same  6,000/.  South-Sea  stock  again ;  Mr.hich  he 
accordingly  did,  to  Mr.  Patterson,  at  330/.  per 
cent.  And  Mr.  Patterson  and  Mr.  Surman,  by 
order  of  sir  John  Bluut,  did  adjust  the  said 
stock  with  col.  Monroe,  who  did  (to  the  best  of 
his  remembrance)  pay  about  80/.  for  inte- 
rest, and  sir  Jokm  Blunt  gave  the  examinant 
commission  fur  selling  the  said  stock. 

The  said  Thoma$  Patterton  being  hereupon 
examined  by  your  Committee,  at  the  desire  of 
the  said  colonel  Monroe,  be  says,  that  at  the 
Latter  end  of  March,  17 1 9-90,  colonel  Monroe 
desired  the  examinant  to  lay  out  some  money 
for  htm  in  South  Sea  stock  i  upon  which  the 
examinant  gave  the  colonel  a  l<*tter  of  credit 
on  Mr.  Lopex,  (who  transacted  mostly  the  ex 
mininant^s  husines!!)  to  act  for  the  said  'atloutl 
Monroe,  to  the  value  of  90,000/.  In  a  da  v  or 
two  after  (the  examinant  says)  the  col  >nel  in- 
treated  him  'to  take  in  6,000/.  South  Sea  stock 
fan  a  month,  which  stock  he  woald  purchase  ; 
the  examinant  beina  much  out  of  ca»h,  which 
prevented  bis  complying,  he  went  nith  the  co- 
lonel to  the  Sword  Blade  Gunpany,  sHd  prof-. 
fc'tned  himself  as  a  forther  security  to  sir  George 
Caswall,  if  he  would  take  in  the  said  stock. 
Sir  George  acquainted  them,  he  had  disposed 
of  all  the  money  he  could  spare,  and  tlie  then 
examinant  came  from  the  Sword  Blade  office, 
with  the  colonel  to'  Garrawa/s  coiee-boQse  ; 
sir  John  Blunt  being  in  the  coffee-room ;  the 
examinant  said  to  the  colonel,  you  are  acqnaintr 
•d  with  sir  Jolm  Slants  ha  9  a  aoaiad  m^ 
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a^  him  to  lend  the  money  on  6fiQ0l  Sooth 
Sea  stock,  and  tell  him,  I  will  be  a  farther  m* 
cority  for  seeing  the  money  repaid.  Upon  thi% 
the  colond  went  to  sir  John  Blunt,  and  in  a 
Uttle  time  after  the  examiaaot  went  to  tbera^ 
and  told  sir  John  Blunt  be  would  be  bound  fof 
any  oponey  be  should  lend  the  colonel  on  stodk. 
which  sir  John  Blunt  did  not  object  to,  and 
froofi  that  time  the  examinant  thought  himself 
Wund  to  seethe  money  repaid,,  which  sir  Joha 
Blunt  shoul^  lend  the  colonel  on  stock  ;  and 
in  a  few  daya  aftef ,  the  colonel  acquainted  tha 
examinant,  that  Ijopez  had  boogl4  for  him 
6,000/»  Sokith  Si^  stock,  at  S57/.  per  cent.  aB4 
that  sir  John  Blunt  had  lent  the  onmey,  an4 
desired  the  examinant  to  be  ready  to  answer 
the  difference  if  aiiy  should  happen ;  th^  ex- 
aminant told  the  colonel  he  was  ready  when 
sir  John  Blunt  shouM  demand  it.  That  in  the 
beginning  of  April,  sir  John  Blunt  at  the  Soutii 
Sea  house,  told  the  examinant  he  should  want 
hb  money  before  the  1st  of  May,  17S0,  and 
thereupon  the  examinant  aasared  mm  he  might 
depend  ou  iu  being  repaid,  for  he  would  sell 
tlie  stock  and  see  it  performed.  Accordingly 
the  examinant  sold  the  stock  in  April,  and  sir 
John  Blanc  sent  the  examinant*s  bmer  to  Suiw 
man  to  deliver  the  stock.  He  says  the  mouej 
with  interest  was  repaid  Surman,  on  the  delivery 
of  the  stock,  and  that  he  did  not  know  sir  Joha 
Blunt  sold  the  stock,  or  that  it  was  the  Com* 
pany's^  till  January  last,  for  the  transaction  op* 
|>eared  to  the  examinant  as  if  i(  had  been  upon 
sir  John's  own  account. 

Your  Committee  haviug  received  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Banks,  desiring  that  sir  John  Blunt 
might  be  forther  examined  as  to  the  said 
1,Q00/.  stock :  your  Committee  accordingly 
agam  examined  him,  and  he  says,  that  be 
never  did, tell  Mr.  Banks  that  this  was  the  Cooa* 
pany's  stock  till  about  Christmas  last,  and  ha 
beheves  till,  that  time  Mr.  Banks  did  not  kn<>w 
that  it  was  so  :  that  about  Christmas  last,  after 
this  enquiry  began,  the  examinani  went  to  Mr« 
Banks,  and  lotd  him,  this  1,000/.  was  the  Cora* 
pane's  stock:  at  which  Mr.  Batiks  was  verj[ 
much  sui  ,.rized,  hut  said  that  it  signified  no* 
thing  to  htm,  or  to  tlmt  effect  :  the  examinant 
says,  he  idso  (by  the  direction  of  Mr.  Knight^ 
oit<-red  to  leave  Mr.  Banks's  name  out  of  the 
list,  which  Mr.  Banks  refused,  saying,  as  he 
had  bought  it,  and  htmestly  paid  for  it,  aMi 
more  than  he  could  afterwards  have  bouf^ht  il 
for,  h^  would  not  have  his  name  cancelled,  ot 
to  that  effect :  that  Mr.  Banks  also,  a  day  or 
two  afterwards,  wrote  the  examinant  a  letter  to 
this  purpose,  which  letter  he  has  at  present  raia* 
laid. 

Your  Committee  likewise,  at  Mr.  Banks's 
request,  examined  Mr^  Joseph  Banks,  jun.  hit 
son  :  who  says  that  he  was  not  present  either 
when  his  fiither  Joseph  Banks,  esq.  bought 
the  said  1,000/.  Sodth  Sea  atookof  sir  John 
Blunt,  or  paid  him  3,100/.  for  it,  on  the  6th  af 
May  1790,  but  was  informed  thereof  by  bis  fa« 
ther,  who  talked  of  it  publicly,  not  as  a  fovour 
done  him,  not  a  thing  to  bt  omctated,  hot  aa 
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Your  Committee,  at  the  reqoest  cf  col.  Scott, 
examined  Charier  Asgill ;  who  sajfs,  that  oo  or 
about  the  IsC  daj  of  April,  17^0,  be  did,  bj 
order  of  Mr.  Thomas  Patterson,  bur  of  Mat- 
thew Weymondsoid,  1,000/.  South-Sea  stock, 
at  309/.  per  cent,  to  be  paid  for  on  'the  4tfa  of 
the  same  month ;  that  applying  to  Mr.  Patter- 
son for  the  money,  to  paj  for  the  same,  be  or- 
dered this  examinant  to  go  to  Mr.  Knight,  ia 
the  name  of  col.  James  Scott,  to  borrow  it ; 
that  the  examinant  accordingly  went,  bat  Mr. 
Knight  Would  lend  no  more  tb^  2,500/.  on  the 
said  1,000/.  stock,  beinf;  after  the  rate  of  250/. 
per  cent,  of  which  this  examinant  acquainted 
Mr.  Patterson;  who  approving  thereof,  gave 
this  examinant  590/.  to  reduce  the  said  1,000/. 
stock  from  309,  to  250/.  per  cent,  which  being 
done,  the  said  1,000/.  stock  was,  on  the  taiij 
4th  of  April,  1720,  transferred  by  Mr.  Sorman, 
by  Mr.  Knight's  order,  at  250/.  per  cent. ;  that 
this  whole  affiair  was  transacted  by  the  direc- 
tion of  Mr.  Pattei'son,  and  the  exanatnant  did 
not  know  col.  Scott  tilt  ai  considerable  time 
after. 

The  said  Mr.  Asgill  being  also  exatnined,  at 
the  request  of  col.  Montgomery,  as  to  the  said 
2,000/.  stock  charged  to  be  sold  to  him ;  sajs, 
that  on  or  about  the  29tli  of  March,  1720,  this 
examinant,  by  the  order  of  Mr.  Thomas  Patter- 
son, went  to  Mr.  Robert  Knight,  in  the  name  of 
col.  Montgomery,  to  borrow  money  on  2,000/. 
South-Sea  stock,  which  Mr.  Knight  complied 
with ;  but  said,  he  would  lend  no  more  than 
5,000/.  'on  2,000/.  Mock,  btii'g  at  the  rate  uf 
250/.  per  cent,  unless  500/.  stock  raore  was 
transferred  to  him,  or  his  order,  as  a  farther  se- 
curity, and  then  he  would  lend  6,300/.  being 
after  the  rate  of  315/.  per  cent,  the  then 
market  price ;  but  told  this  examinant,  that  if 
the  gentleman  had  not  bought  the  said  2,000/. 
stock,  not  to  let  him  buy  it,  for  that  he  (Mr. 
Knight)  would  sell  it 'him,  rather  than  puzzle 
his  Accounts  viith  transfers,  and  being  at  the 
trouble  of  raising  the  money ;  of  which  this 
examinant  acquainted  Mr,  Patterson,  who  ap- 
proving thereof,  ordered  the  examinant  to  buy 
the  said  2,000/.  stock  of  Mr.  Knighr,  which  lie 
did  accordingly  at*  315/.  per  cent,  and  Mr. 
Knight  agreed  to  continue  the  said  2,000/. 
stock  in  his  own  name,  on  condition  that  the 
said  500/.  sti>ck  was  transferred,  as  a  farther 
security  for  the  taking  of  the  said  2,000/.  stock, 
and  payment  of  the  said  G,300/.  being  315/. 
per  cent.  a;i;reed  to  be  paid  as  afdresaid  with 
mterest,  which  500/.  additional  stock  was  ac- 
cordingly transferred  to  Mr.  Surman  by  Mr, 
Knight*s  order,  on  the  same  day,  or  the  day  fol- 
lowing :  That  this  whole  affair  was  transacted 
by  Mr.  Patterson's  direction,  and  that  be  did 
not  know  col.  Montgomery  tiH  a  month  after, 
or  longer. 

Your  X}ommittee  examining  the  said  Patter- 
son, at  the  request  of  the  said  col.  Scott,  and 
col.  Montgomery,  he  says<  that  about  the  latter 
end  of  March  1719,  col.  John  Molitgoraery 
and  Col.  James  Scott,  desired  the  exaoiinant  to 
buy  some  Soqth-3ea  stock  (or  their  uaei  «x4 
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mn  Rccideotal  bargain,  and  often  said^  ke  could 
bare 'bought  it' soon  afterwards  near  500/. 
cheaper  in  Exchange  alley. 
'  That  about  the  9th  or  10th  of  June,  when 
stock  was  750/.  per-  cent,  and  the  South  Sea 
O)mpaoy  were  making  a  loan  of  400/.  per  cent, 
on  their  stock,  the  examinant  desired  his  fa- 
ther either  to  borrow  or  let  him  borrow  4,000/. 
on  that  stock  ;  which  he  consented  to,  but  told 
the  examinant,  that  sir  John  Blunt  (to  save  the 
charge  of  a  transfer  and  being  in  a  hurry)  had 
•nly  given  him  <a  note  for  transferring  the  said 
stock,  and  then  gave  the  examinant  the  said 
note,  of  which  he  kept  a  copy^  and  the  same  is 
in  the  fellowing  words : 

*  May  6th,  1720. 
^I  promise  to,  transfer  to  Joseph   Banks, 

*  esq.  or  order,  1,000/.  South  Sea  Stock,  value 

*  received.  John  Blumt.*        i 

Which  note  the  examinant,  on  the  10th  of 
June,  carried  to  the  Sooth-Sea  House,  and  en- 
quired for  sir  John  Blunt ;  and  after  some  time 
found  out  the  room  at  the  bottom  of  the  great 
stairs,  where  he  was  with  several  other  gentle- 
men, and  was  calleil  in,  and  shewing  him  the 
note,  told  him,  that  he  was  come  to  have  the- 
said  4,000/.  stock  transferred  to  Mr.  Banks, 
which  sir  John  Blunt  said  he  would  do  imme- 
diately ;  but  there  being  then  a  great  crowd, 
he  desired  the  examinant  to  stay  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,  which  the  examinant  accordingly  did,  but 
the  crowd  still  continuing,  sir' John  Blunt  re- 
fused to  go  ;  at  which  the  examinant  being  an- 
gry, and  not  willing  to  wait  any  longer,  sir  John 
ftaid,  he  would  desire  'Mr.  Knight  to  do  it  for 
Jiim,  and  that  he  would  transfer  the  like  sum 
to  Mr.  Knight  another  time ;  which  the  exa- 
minant consented  to,  and  gave  him  up  his  said 
note,  taking  of  him  at  the  same  time  another 
note  in  the  fo^owing  words. 

« June  10th,  1720. 
'  I  promise  to  transfer  to  Robert  Knight, 

*  esq.  or  order,  1,000/.  South»Sea  stock,  value 

*  received  1,000/.  South-Sea  stock    of  John 

*  Banks,  es<^.  *  John  Blumt.' 

Which  note  the  examinant  immediately  con- 
Teycd  to  Mr.  Knight,  in  a  room  up  stairs,  at  the 
8&uth-Sea  House  ;  and  having  acquainted  him 
with  the  mailer,  gave  him  sir  John  Blunt's  last 
mentioned  note,  upon  which  he  made  an  entry 
in  a  book,  which  the  examinant  says,  he 
thought  was  transferring  it,  hut  the  examinant 
did  not  sign  any  thin^,  but  received  from  Mr. 
Knight  4,000/.  for  his  fa  therms  use,  as  a  loan 
upon  the  said  stock ;  which  Mr.  Knight  very 
readily  paid  him  without  taking  any  note  or  se- 
curity for  it,  fVom  the  examinant,  sate  the  de- 
livering up  sir  John  Blunt*s  note  as  Aforesaid. 

That  there  was  not  one  word  passed  from  sir 
John  Blunt  to  Mr.  Knight,  as  if^that  stock  had 
been  the  Company's  stQck,  nor  did  the  exa- 
minant think,  or  in  the  least  suspect  it  to  be  so ; 
that  the  said  4,000/.  is  not  yet  repaid,  but  re- 
mains due  upon  iho  -Mid  stock,  for  ough(  be 
kac)ws« 
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vpon  tbeir  aocoant,  which  the  examiaant  con- 
tented to ;  and  thereupon  sent  for  Mr.  Asgill 
a  broker,  and  gave  him  directions  to  buy  3,000/. 
Somb-Sea  6tock,  viz.  i2,000/.  for  coi.  Mout^ 
gomerj,  and  1,000/.  for  col.  Scott,  and  told  As- 
gill  ba  would  give  any  security  that  should  he 
demanded  by  any  person,  who  would  take  in 
the  said  3,000/.  slock.  AsgiH  then  said  to  the 
exaosinant,  he  would  go  and  propose  it  to  Mr. 
Koigbt;  and  Asgill  returned  to  the  examinant 
in  half  an  hour,  and  acquainted  the  examinant^ 
Mr.  Knight  would  take  in  S,000/.  stock  for  col. 
Montgomery,  if  500/.  more  stock  was  trans- 
ferred to  him  for  aecurint;  (he  same:  And  that 
Mr.  Knight  would  lend  2,500/.  money  on  1,000/. 
stock  for  col.  James  Scott,  b«th  which  the  exa- 
miuant  approved  of,  and  ordered  Asgill  to  buy 
the  1,000/.  stock  for  col.  James  Scott,  and  gave 
him  money  to  reduce  the  stock  to  250/.  per 
cent,  and  the  examiu^nt  transferred  the  500/: 
stpck  to  Mr,  Knight  for  col.  Montgomery. 

Sir  John  Blunt  being  examined,  and  asked 
whether  he  did  not  know,  or  believe  that  the 
•aid  574,500/.  stock,  or  any  part  thereof,  was 
disposed  of  to  facilitate  the  passing  of  the  bill 
ia  parliament  ?  He  says,  that  the  first  parcel  (to 
the  best  of  his  remembrance)  of  the  said  stuck 
which  was  disposed  of  (as  this  examinant  was 
informed  by  Mr.  Gibbon,  one  of  the  directors) 
was  about  the  sum  of  20,000/.  or  30,000/.  sold 
or  disposed  of  by  the  said  Gibbon  (to  the  best 
of  bis  remembrance)  that  the  intention  thereof 
was  for  the  service  of,  and  to  make  more 
friends  for  the  Company,  and  he  does  not 
kooiv  at  what  price :  That  he  does  not  know 
«rbether  any  money  was,  or  was  not  paid  to  the 
Company  for  the  said  stock,  nor  does  he  know 
m  thing  more  relating  to  the  said  transaction. 

Your  committee  examining  the  said  Mr. ^Gib- 
bon, as  to  the  account  of  stuck  entered  in  the 
cash-book  to  be  sold,  he  says,  he  never  saw 
any  account  of  it,  but  what  is  in  the  book,  until 
t  paper  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Knight  was  shewn 
him,  afler  the  order  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  be  looked  upon  it  but  cursorily. 

He  says,  that  about  the  latter  end  of  Fe- 
bruary last,  Mr.  Knight  said  to  him,  it  would 
be  for  the  Company's  advantage  to  sell  some 
stock,  it  beiu£  then  at  a  good  price,  between 
170  and  180/.  per  cent,  and  if  the  biil  did  not 
pass,  it  would  be  weil  sold,  and  if  it  did  pass, 
Uie  rest  would  sell  at  a  better  price ;  that  he 
dues  not  know  that  tlie  Company  had  then 
stock  to  dispose  of. 

That  Mr.  Knight  said,  he  was  to  take  upon 
himself  the  transacting  that  stock,  and  the  per- 
sons to  whom  it  was  to  be  delivered  were  to  be 
accountable  fpr  the  price;  but  that  he  was  to 
transact  this  ot^  behalf  of  the  Company  ;  and 
that  the  persons *who  were  to  have  it,  might 
either  have  it  transferred  ^o  them,  or  take  the 
difference. 

He  doesKnot  know  of  any  stock  disposed  of 
to  any  member  of  cither  House  of  parliament, 
ttcept  what  is  mentioned  to  be  done  by  him, 
in  the  account  delivered  in  .to  the  House ;  and 
^oes  not  remember  any  one  else  desired  siock. 


He  believ.es  that  Mr.  Knight  told  liim,  that 
Mr.  Holditch  and  Mr.  Hawes  disposed  of  stock 
to  meiubers  of  the  House  of  Commons,  who 
are  not  named  in  the  accotmt  delivered  in  to 
the  House. 

As  to  the  20,000/.  charged  in  the  account  to 
lord  Gtower,  he  says  that  lord  Gower  sent  to 
him  about  the  latter  end  of  February  last,  to 
help  him  to  buy  20,000/,  stock,  which  this  ex- 
ammant  said  he  would  try  to' do,  and  believed 
he  could  do  it ;  that  the  same  day,  or  the  next 
day,  this  examinant  spoke  to  Mr.  Koight,  and 
asked  him  to  undertake  to  deliver  this  stock,  at 
three  months  time,  at  180/.  per  cent,  which  be 
complied  with.;  and  this  examinant  took  Mr. 
Knight*s  note  for  so  much  stock  accordingly ; 
and  it  was  understood  that  the  stock  was  to  be 
delivered  three  months  after,  it  being  not  paid 
for  before,  with  the  interest  in  the  mean  time  : 
that  he  gave  lord  GoWer  his  own  note  for  th« 
delivery  of  this  stock  in  three  months,  and  took 
his  lordship's  note  to  accept  it,  and  pay  the  mo- 
ney in  three  months  time  with  interest;  in  th« 
mean  time,  that  there  was  4,000/.  South-Sea 
stock  transferred  to  this  examinant  by  a  steward 
of  the  duke  of  Rutland ,  and  lord  Gower  toUl 
the  examinant,  that  the  said  4,000/.  should  be 
transferred  to  him  as  farther  security,  and  that 
the  duke  of  Rutland  was  concerned*  in  the  bar- 
gain ;  says,  that  the  stock  was  accordingly- 
transferred  to  him  a  few  days  afterwards;  and 
lord  Gower  told  him,  some  part  of  the  20,000/. 
stock  was  afterwards  sold  at  about  SOO/.  p^r 
cent,  (as  he  believes)  and  thb  examinant  said, 
that  Mr.  Knight  received  the  money,  and  kept 
the  account  of  it,  and  believes  that  lord  Gowei 
did  not  know  that  Mr.  Knight  transacted  it^ 
and  says,  that  this  examinant's  a^reemerit  with 
Mr.  Knight  for  the  delivery  of  this  stock,  was 
absolute  in  all  events ;  when  Mr.  Knight  after-> 
wards,  upon  making  up  the  apcount  of  stock 
sold,  told  this  extiminant  that  this  20,000/,  was 
Company!?  stock,  and  must  be  put  down  so ; 
the  examinant  said,  then  he  must  give  hini  hit 
own  name  and  the  name  of  h>rd  Gower;  ta 
whom  it  was  disposed  of;  believes,  that  other 
part  of  this  stock  was  sold  at  850/.  per  cent, 
and  the  other  part  at  400/.  j»er  cent,  and  tha( 
no  part  of  the  money  was  paid  by  lord  Gower 
till  after  the  first  pardel  of  the  stock  wa^  sold^ 
which  was  much  sooner  tha^i  the  time  of  pay- 
ment, and  the  account  was  made  up  by  Mr. 
Knight  about  the  end  of  the  three  months. 

As  to  the  two  sums  of  500/.  stock  each,' 
charged  in  the  account  to  lord  Lansdown,  this 
examinant  had  a  note  from  his  lordship  for  ac-> 
ceptance  and  payment,  ai^d  his  lordship  agreed 
to  give  security,  but  the  price  of  stock  rising, 
this  examinant  did  not  insist  upon  it. 

He  believes  that  both  parcels  of  stock  were 
sold  in  about  a  month's  time,  ai>d  that  part  -of 
it  was  transferred  to  lord  and  lady  Lansdown^ 
and  the  account  of  it  was  made  up,  and  the 
money  to  be  paid  allowed  with  interest:  thak 
this  examiuanc  believes  lord  Lansdown  had  no 
knowledge  of  this  being  the  Cdrapany's  stock ;  . 
that  he  gave  lord  Lwatdowa  iw^  notes  ibr  de* 
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there  had  been  aerenil  jean'  deeling  between 
him  and  Mr.  Dracks,  the  exatninant  seldooi 
reoeifilig  less  than  4,000/.  pef  ann.  on  Mr. 
Dracks'  account,  and  there  was  a  itinning  ac- 
count between  them  at  the  time  of  this  transac- 
tion; that  Mr.  Dracks  some  time  after  the 
hujiog  the  stock  ler  him,  did  pay  the  exanii- 
nant  3,600/.  for  it,  and  the  esaminant  forth- 
with paid  that  snm  to  Mr.  Kni^l|  or  Mr.  Sur- 
flian,  for  the  same. 

As  to  sir  Copp.  Bampfidd,  Mr.  Bampfield, 
sir  John  Bland,  and  sir  Thomas  Seabri^fat,  the 
esaminant  says,  he  had  letters  from  them  for 
the  acceptance  of  such  stock  ;  and  particularly 
from  sir  Copp.  and  Mr.  Bampfield,  and  some 
tiBoe  after  stock  bemg  fidleii  80  or  4a  per  cent. 
Mr.  Biimpfield  came  to  the  examinant,  and 
told  him  that  sir  Copp.  and  himself  were 
ready  to  take  the  stock  whenever  lie  pleased , 
and  about  the  same  time  sir  WiHiam  Carew 
made  him  the  said  ofier. 

Sir  John  Bland's  stock  was  afterwards  (as  he 
Believes)  sold  for  himself  by  Mr.  Knight. 

That  Mr.  Longneville  came  to  the  exarai- 
naot,  and  oflfered  the  money  for  his  stock ;  and . 
the  examinant  acquainted  him,  that  he'  had 
transacted  it  with  Mr.  Knight,  and  sent  Mc. 
Longueville  to  him,  and  he  paid  the  money  to 
Mr.  Kalghfe  (as  the  eiamtnant  verily  believes). 


lanCMiySyht  does  fto 
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livvry  of  the  stock*  and  defended  upon  Mr. 
Knight  for  tt;  and  believes  Mr.  Knight  intend- 
ed to  charge  the  said  lord  Lansdowa's  stock  to 
the  Compaay^  account,  if  h«  coold  get  it  al- 
lowed, otherwise  he  was  to  answer  it  himself. 
And  this  examinant  took  a  note  from  Mr. 
Knight  to  himself  for  delivery  of  the  said 
tO,000/.  stock,  and  also  of  the  said  two  600/. 
•took ;  and  that  lord  Lansdowa's  name  was  in- 
serted in  the  account,  in  the  same  manner  as 

Mr.  Cktiter  being  exanuned,  says  that  the 
stock  he  disposed  of  to  members  of  parliament, 
they  actuafly  boaeht  of  him,  a*d  be  believes 
knew  not  that  iucS  stock  was  the  Company's. 
After  such  members  bad  biHitht  the  stock  of 
him,  this  exaomnaat  went  to  Mr.  Knight,  and 
bocqtht  so  mooh  stock  of  him,  and  ordered  him 
te  deliver  it  to  note  gentlemen,  to  .whom  he 
liad  so  sold  it ;  and  mer  he  had,  agreed  with 
Mr.  Kni|ht,  the  examinant  referred  them  to 
lir.  Kn%hty  with  whom  he  believes  they  tran9- 
•Gtedit. 

I  That  ihe  dates  entered  in  the  aocounto  of 
Mock  are  not  true,  as  he  believes. 

That  that  th«  peiaoas  te  whom  he  sold  the 
atooi^  were 

•£•     percent, 

Hemy  Drack%  esq.    -    *    1,000  at  960 

ftr  Copp.  Bampfield    -    -    1,000  at  975 

John  Bampfield,  esq.  -    -    1,000  at  975 

Sir  John  Bland-    -    -    -    1,000  at  S75 

8ir  Thomas  Seahright     •    1,000  at  275  / 

Charles  Lnngueville,  esq.      1,000  at  335 

Sir  William  Carew,  kat.      1,000  at  300 
which  two  last,  (hy  reason  of  the  price)  he  be- 
lieves, were  after  the  bill  passed. 

That  as  to  Mr.  Dracks,  thd  exan&hiant  says. 


The< 
the  stock  so  disposed  of  by  Ima,  was  part  e£ 
the  fictitious  stock,  taid  to  be  sold  by  the 
Company ;  but  as  to  his  belief  be  canoiit  an* 
swer ;  that  at  the  time  he  bought  this  stock  of 
Mr.  Knight,  he  reaUy  believed  it  was  Mr. 
Knicht'rown  private  stock,  and  did  not  kaow, 
nor  bad  heard,  that  Mr.  Knight  sold  or  traas^ 
acted  any  of  the  Company's  stock  t  tbat  tisse 
•r  before. 

That  when  be  wanted  to  bay  stock,  be  sosm- 
timea  bought  it  of  Mr.  Knighc 

That  when  he  thus  disposed  of  the  aforeiaid 
stock*  he  had  a  eoaiidtfabie  quantity  of  his 
own  stock,  but  he  did  not  sell  the  said  gen- 
tlemen bis  own  stock,  but  booght  it  of  Mr. 
Knight  for  them  as  aforesaid :  tlMitbaciid  not 
koow  that  this  was  the  Company's  atock,  t9 
about  the  time  be  saw  the  aocooot  of  stock 
sold,  prepared  by  Mr.  Kvi|(ht,  to  be  laid  befofe 
the  House ;  and  then  Mr.  Knight  told  bim,  thai 
the  stock  which  be  had  sold  htra  was  part  ot 
the  stock  sold  bv  the  Company. 

Sir.  Rehert  Ciiq^Un  being  exannned  as  to  the 
1,000/.  Souih-^Sea  stock  sold  to  bioa  and  £d* 
ward  Rolr,  eso.  by  Mr.  Knight  in  Febroary, 
1719, at  1744/.  percent,  says  the  agreement 
with  Mr.  Knight  for  this  stodi  was  verbal,  and 
neither  the  exaounant  nor  Mr.  Rolt^  gave  any 
note  to  pay  for  it ;  that  neither  he  nor  Mr. 
Rolt  knew  it  was  the  Compaa/s  stock,  bat 
thought  it  was  bought  with  Mr.  Knight's  mo> 
ney;  that  Mr.  Knttht  and  he  going  into  a 
coach  together  to  ^^^stminster,  tM  examinant 
com|)lained  he  had  not  money,  opnn  which 
Mr.  Knight  offinred  to  buy  5,000/.  stock  for 
him ;  tliat  at  Westminster  Mr.  Roh  made  the 
same  complaint  of  want  of  money,  and  the  ex* 
aminant  told  him  what  had  psirned  between 
him  and  Mr.  Knight;  and  them  Mr.  R6k  and 
the  examinant  agreed  to  have  10,000/.  stock  in 
partnersliip,  Mr.  Knight  agreeing  to  get  it  for 
tliem  :  that  Mr.  Rolt  and  he  afterwards  agreed 
to  sell  this  stock  at  197/.  per  cent,  and  Mr. 
Knight  paid  them  the  difierenoe  of  the  ad- 
vanced  price. 

Sir  John  FeUomt  being  examined  as  to  the 
fictitious  stock  sold,  says,  dmt  he  heard  that 
Mr.  Rolt,  of  Hertfordshire,  had  some  stock  held 
for  him  by  tlie  Company :  and  says,  that  he  did 
not  pty  the  money  for  it,  (as  tms  examinant 
brlieve»)  that  he  has  also  heard  Mr.  Wynn,  a 
mfniher  of  parliament,  bad  some  stock  hdd 
r*i^  him  in  the  same  manner,  without  paying 
for  it  (as  he  beheves^ :  That  he  believes  be  has 
Ifittly  heard,  that  lord  Lansdown  and  lord 
Gower  had  some  of  this  stock  held  for  them  to 
thesan^e  manner:  And  that  these  things  weia 
gener»lty  transacted  by  Mr.  Knight,  and  that 
tie  ^lu-utd  rather  beUeve  that  no  money  eras 
paid  l«y  them  fr»r  it 

Mr.  Janiu  Odebrook  being  examined,  says, 
that  ill  December,  1719,  he  became  aoqnaiat- 
ed  M  ith  sir  William  Gordon  (ime  of  the  ooos- 
missioners  of  the  army  accounts)  the  exami* 
nant  having  then  a  memorial  depending  before 
the  said  commissiaaerf>-Thst  ber  was  toM  by 
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don,  m  May  fbllowiog,  he  told  the  maininrat^ 
that  be  had  made  up  with  Mr;  Knight  the  ttock 
which  Mr.  Knight  bad  accomoH)dated  him  with, 
which  the  exarainant  now  believes  was  thtt 
CmnpanVs  stock,  which  Mr.  Knight  had  let  sk 
William  hate  in  F^marj  or  March,  1719,  at 
aforesaid ;  that  he  thinks  sir  William  mention- 
ed his  thus  making  it  op  by  way  of  regret,  thai 
he  should  have  made  it  up  so  soon,  the  stock 
soon  afterwards  rismg  higher  than  it  was  al 
that  time. 

The  said  WiU'mm  Dent  being  eaamined,  says 
he  did  apply  several  times  to  nave  Mr.  Cole* 
brook's  debentures  signed;  that  he  spoke  to 
«ll  the  commissioners,  particularly  to  sh*  Wil* 
Ham  Gordon ;  that  at  the  same  time,  sir  Wij. 
iiam  asked  the  exaaiosnt,  whether  Mr.  Cole» 
brook  was  the  sane  peiaett  that  was  oonctmed 
in  the  undertaking,  called  Ram^s  and  Ctfl^ 
brook's  insurance  f  The  exaninant  toid  him  h« 
was:  Upon  which  sir  WiUiam  said  he  awl 
have  some  of  it;  and  sir  William  desired  the 
euminant  to  meet  *him  in  the  city,  for  he 
wanted  to  speak  to  Mr.  Colebreok;  that  the 
exanunaat  acquainted  Mr.  Colebfook  thereoll 
and  sir  William  and  the  «xamMiant  met  him 
accordinglv ;  but  the  ezamiaant  cannot  say 
whether,  they^  met  al  Mr.  Colebrook't  kottse dr 
at  a  uvem ;  nor  does  he  rememrt>er  ibe  ee»- 
versation,or  whether  the  debenture  was  si^ied 
before  or  after  that  time ;  that  some  time  bch 
twtoi  Christmas  and  the  expiration  *of  the 
commission,  on  the  10th  of  March,  1719,  Mr. 
Colebrook  told  the  ezaminant  (to  the  best  of 
his  remembrance)  that  he  had  let  sir  William 
Gordon  have  5,000/.  of  the  receipts  of  thie  said 
insurance,  2,000/.  whereof  was  Mr.  Colebrook's, 
and  3,000/.  he  bought  in  order  to  accommodate 
sir  William. 

Mr.  Francis  Hawa  being  thereupon  em- 
mined,  says,  that  he  remembers  sir  William 
Gordon  came  with  Mr.  Colebrook' to  the  South 
Sen  house,  to  the  examinant;  and  tipt  Mr. 
Colebrook  spoke  to  the  examinant  to  recom- 
mend sir  William  Gordon  to  Mr.  Kni^t,  and 
the  examinant  believes,  upon  thiit  appucatioi^ 
he  did  recommend  sir  WtUiam  to  Mr.  Kniriit, 
but  the  examinant  cannot  remember  upon  luiat 
account. 

•And  your  Committee  farther  acquaint  the 
House,  that  in  the  book  mentioned  in  their  for^ 
mer  report  to  have  been  delivered  in  to  yoor 
Committee,  by  the  present  directors  of  the  South 
Sea  Coropany,^(intitled,  An  Account  of  the 
names  of  such  persons  to  nybprn  loans  have  been 
made  on  Sooth-Sea  slock,  who  a^  that  time^ 
when  such  loans  were  made,  do  not  appear  by 
any  books  to  have  transferred  the  a^>ck  to  tlie 
South-Se»  Company,  for  the  securitv  thereof) 
your  Committee  do  find  the  names  of  several  of 
the  persons  mentioned  in  this  their  report,  con- 
tained in  the  said  account,  of  whose  names,  as 
also  the  particular  sums  borrowed,  and  the 
stock  supposed  to  be  transferred  by  them,  your 
Committee  transcribe  out  of  the  said  books,  at 
foUoweth^  viz. 


Mr.  Dent,  a  deflc  tfaiCTe,  that  sir  Wiffiam  ftt- 
in^  that  memorial,  asked  him  if  it  was  theexa- 
miaant's  ?.  Whidi  Mr.  Dent  said  it  wtis ;  that 
the  warrant  upon  it  was-signed,  and  sir  William 
caaie  fo  the  examinant  the  next  day,  and  told 
him  he  had  signed  his  warrant,  and  desired 
some  of  the  subscription,  which  the  examinant 
tben  ^ook  in;  and  he  desired, to  have  .5,000/. 
of  it;  the  examinant  told  him,  he  would  s|5eak 
Co  some  of  the  managers,  which  he  did ;  and 
thereupon  sir  William  Gordon  had  8,000/.  of 
that  subscription ;  and  the  examinant  gave 
him  9,000/.  of  his  own ;  that  this  was  the  be* 
nnaiog  of  bis  acquaintance  with  sir  Willfam 
Gordon;  that  on  or  about  the '17th  of  Fe- 
bruary, 1719.  sir  William  Gordon,  (whom  your 
Conmtiitee observe  charged  in  the  said  account 
ef  stock  sold,  to  have  bought  7,0Q0/.  part 
thereof)  gave  the  examinant  orders  to  give  out 
IS  guineas  per  cent,  for  the  refusal  or  South- 
Sea  stock,  for  three  months,  at  the  rate  of  800/. 
per  cent  And  the  examinant,  the  next  day 
(as  he  remembers)  informed  sir  William  by 
letter,  that  he  had  accordingly  done  it  fur 
5,000/.  stock;  that  his  partner,  Mr.  Ruck, 
signed  ^e  contracts  for  3,600/.  part  of  it;  and 
the  examinant  indorsed  a  contract  made  by 
Mr.  BoTS  of  Kent,  for  the  remaining  4,000/. 
Ahoattbe  middle  of  May,  sir  William  demand- 
ed a  pefformance  of  this  bargain,  which  was 
sccoidingly  completed,  and  he  believes  sir 
Wifliam  gained  considerably  thereby. 

That  in  February,  or  the  beginning  of  March, 
1719,  on  or  about  the  dajr  when  the  House  of 
Commous  was  in  a  Committee  about  the  South- 
Sea  bill,  sir  W^illiam  Gordon  came  to  the  exa- 
minaBt,  and  desired  him  to  lend  him  some 
thousand  pounds  on  South-Sea  stock,  he  be- 
lieves, a  sum  to  purchase  no  less  than  4,000/. 
Soodi-Sea  stock,  which  the  examinant  told  him 
did  not  suit  his  conveniency  to  do,  and  the 
eisffiinant  refused  it;  he  was  very  pressing: 
Upon  this  he  desired  the  examinant  to  go  with 
liim  to  Mr.  Knight,  but  the  examinant  cannot 
femember  whether  sir  William  Gordon  or  he 
first  mentioned  Mr.  Kuighfs  name :  This  exa- 
tninant  accordingly  did  go  alons  with  him,  and 
they  found  Mr.  Knight  and  Mr.  Hawes  toge- 
ther, in  the  treasury-room,  at  the  South-^a 
HoQse.  Mr.  Hawes  came  to  the  examinant, 
tod  asked  him,  who  that  was  with  him  ?  He 
told  him  it  was  sir  William  Gordon,  Mr.  Hawes 
^ed  what  he  wanted?  The  examinant  said  be 
wsiited  money,  which  it  did  not  suit  his  con- 
leniency  to  supply  him,  or  words  to  that  effect, 
^on  this  Mr.  Hawes  went  to  Mr.  Knight,  and 
Mr.  Knight  came  to  sir  William,  and  the  exa- 
auosnt  tokl  Mr.  Knight  what  sir  William  Gor* 
doQ  wanted;  then  Mr.  Knight  and  sir  WiUiam 
vent  to  the  other  end  of  the  room,  and  the 
exsminant  believes  that  Mr.  Knight  then  let 
nr  William  have  some  of  the  South-Sea  Com- 
p^ny*8  stock  at  the  market  price,  without  pay- 
)o|  any  money  for  it,  but  does  not  know  what 
*vai;  bis  reason  for  his  belief  in  this  matter  is, 
^•cause  in  conTcrsatioD  mth  sir*William  Gor- 
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Dates     Borrower!   Sunn  said  to    Monej  lent 
1720         names,     be  transferred,  thereupon. 


800  -  3,?00 
1,100  -  4,000 
%,7S0  -  10,955 


June  2S  Sir  M.BIuodel 

Aug.  29  Joseph  Banks 

'  June  10  John  Burridge 

aoHon.W.Chet- 

wynd    -  -  -  10,500  -  50,000  0  0 

22  Henry  Dracks  1,100  -    4,000  0  0 
10  Cap.  Forrester  1,100  -    4,000  0  0 

May  30  Pat.  Haldane  3,800  -  11,500  0  0 

June  20  Sir  W.  Lawson  1,100  -    4,100  0  0 

Aug.  26  The  Id.  Rothes  1,000  -    4,000  0  0 

May  11  Edward  RoU  1,500  -    4,275  0  0 

Aug.  29  Thomas  Wynu  3,300  -  11,745  16  8 

23  Williom  Yooge  2,750  -  13,300  0  0 

Yonr  Committee,  before  the  order  of  the 
House  for  receiving  this  report,  had  taken  sere- 
ral  examinations  relating  to  several  members  of 
this  House,  not  mentioned  in  the  account  of 
stock  sold :  and,  since  that  order,  your  Com- 
mittee have  taken  several  other  examinations 
relating  to  some  of  the  said  members;  and  are 
takrog  further  examinations :  wherefore  your 
Committee  think  it  proper  to  confine  this  re- 
port to  the  members  mentioned  in  the  account 
of  stock  sold ;  and  will  lay  such  other  matters 
as  have  or  shall  occur  to  them,  with  all  conve- 
nient speed,  before  the  House. 

Farther  Debate  concerning  the  Allowances  to 
he  given  to  the  South-Sea  Directors  out  ofliteir 
Estates,'\  June  1.  In  a  )(rund  cogimittee  of 
the  South-Sea  Sufferers'  Bill,  the  Commons  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  what  Allowances 
should  be  given  to  the  late  Directors  out  of 
their  Estates ;  and,  continuing  in  the  alphabet!* 
cal  order,  began  with  sir  Robert  Chaplin. 
Lord  Molesworth,  and  sir  John  Eyles,  having 
spoke  in  bis  favour,  it  was  agreed,  without  di- 
viding, to  allow  him  10,000/.  and  the  ^ame  al- 
lowance was  given  to  sir  William  Chapman, 
Mr.  Chester,  and  Mr.  Child. 

A  motion  being  made  to  give  Mr.  De  la  Porte 
the  like  sum,  the  lord  Molesworth  was  for  re- 
ducing it  to  7,000/.  but  upon  the  question,  whe- 
ther to  allow  him  10,000/.  or  7,000/.  it  was 
carried  for  10,000/.  by  150  votes  against  69. 

Mr.  Eyles's  case  appearing  in  a  favourable 
light,  he  was  allowed  20,000/.  without  dividing; 
and  Mr.  Edmonson's  estate  amounting  to  little 
more  than  5,000/.  it  was  moved  to  allow  him 
the  whole,  and  to  leave  him  out  of  the  bill ;  but 
after  some  debate,  it  was  agr^^  to  allow  him 
•nly  3,000/. 

Then  the  question  was  put,  whether  to  al- 
low Mr.  Gil^bon*  15,000/.  or  10,000/.  and  it 
was  resolved  for  the  latter  without  dividing. 


*  This  Mr.  Edward  Gibbon  was  the  grand- 
father of  our  celebrated  Historian,  who,  in  the 
Memoirs  of  his  own  Life  and  Writings,  has  given 
us  the  following  interesting  account  of  his  an- 
cestor : 

''  The  successful  industry  of  my  grandfather 
raised  him  above  the  level  of  his  immediate 
fuicestors;  he  appeared  to  have  launched  into 


It  appearing  that  Mr.  Gore  and  sir  WilUam 
Hammond  had  little  or  no  share  in  the  fraoda- 
ent  contrivahces  of  the  leading  directors,  tbs 
first  was  allowed  20,000/.  the  other  10,000/. 

various  and  extensive  dealings ;  even  bis  opinioos 
were  subordinate  to  his  interest;  and  tfind 
him  in  Flanders,  clothing  king  William's  troops, 
while  he  would  have«  contracted  with  more 
pleasure,  thtiugh  not  perhaps  at  a  cheaper  rate^ 
for  the  service  of  kiug  James.  During  his  re- 
sidence abroad,  his  concerns  at  home  were 
managed  by  his  mother  Hester,  an  active  and 
notable  woman.  Her  second  husband  was  a 
widower,  of  the  name  of  Acton  ;  they  united 
the  chilHren  of  their  fi^st  nuptials.  After  Lis 
marriage  with  the  daughter  ol  Richard  Actun, 
goldsmith  in  LeadenhalUstreet,  be.  ^ve  his 
own  sister  to  sir  Whitmore  Acton,  of  Alden- 
ham ;  and  I  am  thus  connected,  by  a  triple 
alliance,  with  that  ancient  and  loyal  family  of 
Shropshire  baronets.  It  cousisted  about  tUt 
time  of  seven  brothers,  all  of  gigantic  stature; 
one  of  whom,  a  pigmy  of  six  feet  two  inches, 
conft^ssed  bimsell  the  last  and  least  of  the 
seven  ;  adding,  in  the  true  spirit  of  party,  that 
such  men  were  not  born  since  the  Revolution. 
Under  the  Tory  administration  of  the  foar  last 
years  of  queen  Anne,  (1710— 17  J4)  Mr.  Edw. 
Gibbon  was  appointed  one  6f  tlie  commis- 
sioners of  the  customs ;  he  sat  at  that  board 
with  Prior ;  but  the  merchant  was  better  quali- 
fied for  bis  station  than  the  poet ;  since  lord 
Bolingbroke  has  been  heard  to  declare,  that 
he  had  never  conversed  with  a  man,  who  more 
clearly  understood  the  commerce  and  finances 
of  England.  In  the  year  17 16,  he  was  elected 
one  of  the  Directors  of  the  South  Sea  Com- 
pany'; and  his  books  txhibited  the  proof  that, 
before  his  acceptance  of  this  fatal  office,  he 
had  acquired  an  independent  fortune  of  liil/ 
thousand  pounds. 

'*  But  his  fortune  was  overwhelmed  in  the 
shipwreck  of  the  year  twenty,  and  the  labours 
of  thirty  years  were  blasted  in  a  single  day. 
Of  the  use  or  abuse  of  the  South  Sea  sclieme, 
of  the  guilt  or  innocence,  of  my  grandfather  and 
his  brother  Dir^tore,  I  am  neither  a  com|)eteDt 
nor  a  disinterested  judge.  Yet  the  equity  of 
modern  times  must  condemn  the  violent  aod 
arbitrary  proceedin);s,  which  would  have  dis- 
graced the  cause  of  justice,  and  would  render 
mjustice  still  more  odious.  No  sooner  bad  the 
nation  awakened  from  its  golden  dream,  than 
a  popular  ^and  even  a  parliamentary  clamour 
demanded  their  victims;  but  it  was  ackoow- 
ledged,  on  all  sides,  that  the  South  Sea  Direc- 
tors, however  guilty,  could  not  be  touched  by 
any  known  laws  of  the  land.  The  speech  of 
lord  Molesworth,  the  author  of  the  State  of 
Denmark,  may  shew  the  temper,  or  rather  the 
intemperance,   of  the    House    of  Commons. 

*  Extraordinary  crimes  (exclaimed  that  anient 
'  Whig)  call  aloud  for  extraordinary  remedies. 

*  The  Roman  lawgivers  had  not  foreseen  the 

*  possible  existence  of  a  parricide :  but  as  soon 
'  as  the  first  monster  appeared,  he  was  town  ia 
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ing  him  10,000/.  which  was  carried  without' 
dividing  ;  after  which  it  was  debated,  whethef 
to  allow  Mr.  Holditch  500/.  1,000/.  or  5,000/. 
the  voices  were  equalljp  divided,  viz.  86  and  86, 
upon  which  Mr.  Clayton,  the  chairman,  gave 
the  casting  vote  for  5,000/. 

June  3.  The  Commons,  in  a  grand  Com- 
mittee, proceeded  on  th^  same  affair,  and  began 
with  sir  Theodore  Jansseii :  Mr.  Horatio  Wal- 
pole  and  sir  Richard  Steele  having  spoke  in  his 
favour,  they  were .  answered  by  general  Ross 


It'  was  proposed  to  give  Mr.  Hawes  1,000/. 
i>ut  sir  Nathaniel  Guuid  having  observed,  that 
le  wai  very  active  iri  the  late  vile  practices,  and 
Eiad  occasioned  the  ruin  of  many  people,  par- 
ticularly of  some  gentlemen  he  had  been  under 
in  the  Navy-Office,  Mr.  Docminicque  moved 
thereupon,  and  it  was  agreed,  without  dividing, 
to  aljow  him  only  81/.  being  the  odd  money  of 
the  particulars  of  his  estate. 

iJord  Hinchinbrok'e  and  sir  Robert  Rich  spoke 
in  favour  of  Mr.  Horsey,  and  moved  for  allow- 

*'  a  sack,  and  cast  headlong  into  the  river ;  ahd 
'- 1    shall  be  content  to  inflict  the  same  ireat- 
^  ineot  on  the  authora  of  oar  present  ruin.' 
His  motion  was  not  hterally  adopted ;  hot  a 
bill  of  pains  and  penalties  was  introduced^  a 
i^troactive    statute,   to   puni^h   the   offences, 
which  did  not  exist  at  the  time  they  were  com- 
mitted.    Such  a  pernicious  violation  of  liberty 
and  law  can  be  excused  only  by  the  most  im- 
perious necessity  ;  nor  could  it  be  defended  on 
this  ocqs^sion  by  the  plea  of  impending  danger 
or  useful  example.    The  legislature  restrained 
the  persons  of  the  Directors,  imposed  an  ex- 
orbitant security  for  their   appearance,    and 
marked  their  characters  wirh  a  previous  note  of 
iv^nominy;    they  were  compelled   to   deliver, 
upon  oath,  the  strict  value  of  their  estates; 
and  were  disabled  from  making  any  transfer 'or 
atie nation ,  of   any   part    of   their    property. 
Against  a  bill  of  pams  and  penalties  it  is  the 
common  right  of  every  subject  to'  be  heard  by 
his   counsel  at  the  bar ;    they  prayed  to  be 
heard  ;  their   prayer  was  refused ;    and  their 
oppressors,  who  required  no  evidence,  would 
hsten  to  no  defence.     It  had  been  at  first  pro- 
posed that  one-eighth  of  their  respective  "estates 
should  be  allowed  for  the  future'  support  of  the- 
Directors;  but  it  was  speciously  urged,  that  in 
the  various  shades  of  opulence  and  guile,  such 
an     unequal  proportion    would    be  too    light 
for   many,  and   for  some   might  possibly   be 
too   heavy.     The  character   and   conduct    of 
each   man  were  separately  weighed ;  but,  in- 
stead of  the  calm  solemnity  of  a  judicial  in- 
quiry, the  fortune  and  honour  of  33  English- 
men were  made  the  topic  of  hasty  conversa> 
tion,  the  sport  of  a  lawless  majority ;  and  the 
basest  member  of  the  committee,  by  a  itialicious 
word  or  a  silent  vote,  might  indulge  his  general 
spleen  or  personal  animosity.     Injury  was  ag- 
gravated by  insult,  and  insult  was  embittered 
by  pleasantry.    Allowances  of  twenty  pounds, 
or  one  shilling,  were   facetiously  moved.     A 
▼ague  report  that  a  Director  had  formerly  been 
concerned  in  another  project,  by  which  some 
unknown  persons  had   lost  their  money,  was 
admitted  b9  a  proof  of  his  actual  guilt.     One 
man  was  ruined  because  he  had  dropt  a  foolish 
*  speech,  that  his  horses  should  feed  upon  gold  ; 
another  because  he  was  grown  so  proud,  that, 
one  day  at  the  treasury,  he  had  refused  a  civil 
answer  to  persons  much  above  him.     All  were; 
condemned,  absent  and  un^eard^  in  arbitrary 
fines  and  forfeitures,  which  swept  away  the 
greatest  part  of  thehr  substance.    Such  boM 


oppression  can  scarcely  be  shielded  by  the  om- 
nipotence of  parliament ;  and  yet  it  may  be 
seriously  questioned,  whether  the  judges  of  the 
South  Sea  Directors  were  the  true  and  legal 
representatives  of  their  country.  The  first  par- 
liament of  George  the  1st  had  been  chosen 
(1715)  for  three  years  ;  the  term  bad  elapsed, 
their  trust  was  e'xpired :  and  the  four  additional 
years  (1718— 1729V  during,  which  they  con- 
tinued to  sir,  were  derived  not  from  the  people, 
but  from  themselves;  from  the  strong  mea- 
sure of  the  septennial  bill,  which  can  only 
be  paralleled  by  '  il  serar  di  consiglio*  of  the  * 
Venetian  history.  Yet  candour  will  own,  that 
to  the  same  parliament,  ever^  Englishman  if 
deeply  indebted  :  the  septennial  act,  so  vicious 
in  its  origin,  has  been  sanctioned  by  time,  ex« 
pierience,  and  the  national  consent.  Its  first 
operation  secured  the  H^use  of  Hanover  on 
the  throne,  and  its  permanent  influence  main- 
tains the  peace  and  stability  of  government. 
As  often  as  a  repeal  has  been  moved  in  the- 
House  of  Commons,  I  have  given  in  its  defence 
a  clear  and  conscientious  vote. 

"  My  grandfather  could  not  expect  to  be 
treated  with  more  lenity  than  his  companions* 
His  Tory  principles  and  connections  rendered 
him  obnoxious  to  the  ruling  powers ;  his  name* 
is  reported  in  a  suspicious  secret;  and  his 
well-known  abjjjties  could  not  plead  the  excuse 
of  ignorance  or  error.  In  the  first  proceedings 
against  the  South  Sea  Directors,  Mr.  Gibbon  is 
one  of  the  few  who  w^re  taken  into  custody  ; 
and,  in  the  final  sentence,  the  measure  of  his 
fine  proclaims  him  eminently  guilty.  The  total 
estimate  which  he  delivered  on  oath  to  the 
House  of  Commons  amounted  to  106,543/.  5f. 
6dlg,  exclusive  of  antecedent  settlements.  Two 
difierent  allowances  of  15  and  of  10,000/.  were 
maved  for  Mr.  Gibbon;  but,  on  the  question 
being' put,  it  was  carri^  without  a  division, 
for  tiie  smaller  sum.  On  these  roins,  with  the 
!)kill  and  credit,  of  which  parliament  had  not 
been  able  to  despoil  hiui,  my  grandfather  at  a 
mature  age  erected  the  edified  of  a  new  fortune: 
the  labours  of  sixteen  years  were  amply  re^ 
warded ;  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  that 
the  second  structure  was  not  much  inferior  to 
the  first.  He  had  realized  a  very  considerable 
property  in  Sussex,  Hampshire,  Buckingham- 
shire, and  the  New  Riyer  Company;  and  had 
acquired  a  spacious  house,  with  gardens  and 
lands,  at  Putney,  in  Surrey,  where  he  resided 
in  decent  hospitality.    He  died  in  Dec.  17909 
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und  sir  Jote(»lt  Jekyll ;  bat  Mr.  T^eocbard  aor- 
iiig  for  al towing  bio)  dOfiOOL  and  tbe  question 
being  pu  I  thereupon^  it  was  carried  in  the  af- 
firmative, by  a  miyoruy  of  154  votes  against 
118. 

Sir  Jacob  J^cob^on  being  one  of  those  who 
bad  the  least  share  in  the  majiaj^ement  of  the 
fr^iutiulewt  scheme,  Mr.  HunKerturd  moved  to 
allow  him  11,000/.  which  was  ail  bin  estate, 
•icept  481/.  ij.  ^bich  was  agreed  to  without  a 
D^ative. 

Mr.  Ingram's  case  being  much  the  like,.  Mr. 
Pultenej  moved  for  allowiog  him  13,000/.  near 
tbree  fourths  of  his  estate,  and  being  seconded 
l\]r  lord  Hinchmbroke,  it  was  carried  withuut 
dividing. 

The  next  was  sir  John  (jmibert  t  some  mem* 
bers  were  inclined  to  beUeve  him  innocent,  as 
to  tbe  first  prujeciion  of  the  villainous  scheme, 
and  thereupon  a  motion  was  made  to  give  him 
20,000/.'Some  would  have  reduced  it  to  10,000/. 
some  to  5,000/.  and  some  to  3,000/.  But  at 
las^  the  question  btiiig  put  for  5,000/.  it  was 
carried  without  dividing. 

Then  it  was  moved,  and  carried  without  op- 
position,  to  allow  sir  Harconrt  Master  5,000/. 
and  in  tbe  same  manner  Mr.  Morlej  had  1,800/. 
allowed  him. 

A  Member  having  moved  lo  allow  Mr.  Page 
10,000/.  another  would  have  reduced  it  to 
5,000/., but  the  questioa  being  put,  which  of  tlie 
two  sums  should  be  given  him,  it  was  carried 
for  10,000/.  without  a  division. 

CoL  Raymond  was  next;  and  bis  case  ap- 
pearing: fiivourable,  Mr.  Heysham  moved  for  al- 
Jowin/him  30,000/.  and  being  seconded  by  Mr. 
Tttflbaiy  fir  Robert  Raymond,  and  Mr.  Hunger^ 
ford,  no  opposition  was  made  to  Mr.  liey- 
iham's  motion. 

*  After  this, ,  Mr.  Sloper  moved  for  allowing 
Mr.  Read  10,000/^,  and,  being  backed  by  %'it 
John  Ward  and  Mr.  Docinioicque,  the  same 
was  carried  without  any  debate?' 

In  the  like  manner  the  sum  of  14,000/.  wm 
allowed  to  Mr.  R»  ynnlds, 

June  3.  Mr.  Hunger  ford  having  moved  for 
alio  wing  Mr.  S-iwhridne  10,000/  he  was  op- 
posed by  Mr.  Lowndta,  lord  Molesworth,  sir 
AdolplmsOugliton,  itnd  Mr.  Horatio  Walpole: 
but  at  la»t,  a  iiieiuber  moving  for  5,000/.  it  was 
agreed  to  without  dividing,  in  the  siiine  man- 
ner, the  sum  uf  15-000/.  wa^  allowed  to  I^r. 
Tillard,  and  800/.  to  Mr.  Tnmer,^  which  was 
Ufar  bis  whole  estate* 

Havmg  gone  through  with  the  Directors,  the 
Committee  proceeded  to  M^.  Surman,  the  De- 
puty Cashier,  whose  case  occasioned  a  debate 
•f  about  an  hour  and  a  half. 

Mr.  Grey  Neville^  who  spoke  most  in  his  be- 
balf,  represented.  That  in  the  course  of  the 
whole  affair  he  had  only  acted  as  a  servant,  and 
by  the  command  either  of  Mr.  Knight,  or  of 
Ihe  Directors,  and  therefore  strenuously  insisted, 
that  he  might  belef^  out  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Arthur  Moan  spoke  likewise  in  his  fa- 
toQTi  and  ffiOTod  to  allow  him  3p»000/. 


Mr.  Hungtrford  wobid  have  reduced  it  ta 
t0.000/. 

Mr.  jLefA/»ere  to  12,000/. 

Anoclier  member  to  10,000/.  and  another  to 
5,000/.  All  these  were  opposed  bv  sir  Joseph 
Jekyil,  segeant  Pengclly,  and  Mr.  iforatio  Wal* 
pole,  who  would  not  have  allowed  him  abore 
SO/.' or  30/.  At  la*>t  the  question  being  pot  for 
allowing  him  5,000/.  it  was  agreed  to  without 
dividjhg. 

June  IX).  The  Commons,  in  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House,  considered  farther  of  the 
South  Sea  Sufferer^'  Bill,  particularly  with  re- 
lation to  the  Allowances  to  ba  given  to  Mr. 
Grigtby. 

Mr.  Arthur  Moore  moved  to  allow  him 
10,000/.  but 

Another  member  &aid.  That  since  that  ap- 
start  was  once  so  prodigally  vain,  at  to  bid  mt 
coachman  i'eoA  his  horses  with  gold,  no  doubt 
but  he  could  feed  on  it  himself;  and  therefore 
he  moved.  That  he  migh^  be  aJlowed  as  much 
gold  as  he  could  eat,  and  that  the  rest  of  hit 
estate  might  go  towards  tbe  relief  of  tbe  ta^ 
ferers. 

After  this  a  inotion  being  made  for  albwiog 
him  S,000/.  it  was  carried  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Aislabie's  case  came  next  under  c(»ii- 
deration. 

Mr.  Rohert  Walpole  moved,  that  so  much  of 
his  estate  might  be  allowed  him,  as  bewu 
possessed  of  towards  the  end  of  the  year  17199 
before  the  Sooth  Sea  bill  was  brought  in,*  aod 

*  That  Mr.  Aislabie  took  an  active  part  in 
behalf  of  the  first  Prooosal  of  the  Suuih  Sea 
Directors,  [See  p.  6^6.]  in  January  17S0,  ap- 
pears from  the  following  extract  of  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Thomas  Brodrick  to  the  Lord  Chancellor 
Middleton. 

"  Friday  (the  day  of  great  expectation)  (be 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in  preuy  geoe- 
ral  terms,  opened  the  South  Sea  Company's 
scheme  of  a  proposal  for  putting  tbe  National 
Debt  in  such  a  way  of  payment  as  might  ef- 
fect it  in  the  shortest  time  possible :  Ims  be 
gave  us  to  understand,  would  be  85  years ;  but 
Mr.  Lecbmere,  in  the  subrsequent  part  of  tbe 
debate,  eked  it  out  to  2d  years.  Alter  Mr. 
Aislaby  had  spent  above  an  hour  in  his  ha* 
rangue,  the  secretary  got  up,  congratuhited  him 
upon  the  clear  and  perfectly  intelligible  ligbt 
he  had  put  the  matter  in,  and  the  nation  on 
the  prospect  they  had  hereby  of  finding  theoi- 
selves  out  of  debt  sooner  tlian  was  generally 
expected :  concluding,  that  no  other  regular 
motion  could  be  made,  than  that  the  chainnaa 
should  report  our  having  made  soro^  progress, 
aod  desiring  leave  to  sit  again :  for  that  he  took 
for  |;ranted,  every  gendeman*8  being  re^d?  aod  ' 
willing  to  receive  a  proposal  from  the  Sooth 
Sea  Company,  upon  the  foot  of  what  had  been 
so  well  opened.  A  profound  silence  cnsoed 
for  a  foil  quarter  of  an  hone:  every,  body  ex- 
pecting who  would  first  rise  ;  when  the  secre- 
tary ^ting  up  to  floa^  his  motioo  m  fooui  I 

igitizedby  VjOQQIC 


83S]        PABUHISTORY^  7  Giu^et  L  I721.-«lo  l«f  &ie«»  S^  JMrMor«.        (8S4 

chequer]  together  with  the  Alio  wfuioeinfules 
Ijr  the  Cornmittee,  to  each  i^erfoa  out  of 
their  respective  eStfties. 


this  ffDotion  ifas  backed  by  Mr.  Erie,  eir  Charlei 
Jiotbam,  Mr.  Lowndes,  Mr.  Lechmere,  Mr. 
'Ward,  and  Mr.  Palmer.    On  the  other  hand, 

Mr.  Freeman  moved,  that  all  he  had  got 
aiuce  the  year  1714,  might  be  confiscated  and 
applied  to  the  use  of  the  public ;  and  he  was 
supported  by 

Sir  Joupk  Jel^Uf  who  urged.  That  it  was  in 
th#  power  of  the  lords  of  the  treasury  to  have 
prevented  the  mischief  that  had  been  done  by 
the  Directors. 

Mr.  Brodrick,  Mr.  Sloper,  sir  William  Wynd- 
bana,  and  some  others^  spoke  on»the  same  side, 
and  the  onestion  being  put,  That  all  the  estate 
Mrhich  Mr.  AisUbic  was  possessed  of  in  the 
year  1719,  be  left  for  him  and  his  family;  the 
same,  upon  a  division,  was  carried  in  the  nega- 
tive by  a  majority  of  18  votes.  Then  another 
■Motion  was  made,  and  the  questioa put,  for  al- 
loiving  him  and  his  ^roily  all  the  estate  he  was 
possessed  of  on  the  20th  of  October  1718, 
tvhicb  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  by  a  ma^ 
jority  of  113  voices  against  05, 

The  following  is  the  Balance  of  theEsUtesof 
the  late  Sub-Governor,  Deputv-Govemor, 
J>irectors,  Deputy-Cashier,  and  Acoompt- 
ant,  of  tlie  South  Sea  Company,  as  de- 
livered upon  oath  co  the  Barons  of  the  Ex- 
rose,  and  was  pointed  to.    I  readily  agreed  '  - 


lyich  the  two  gentlemen  who  had  spoke,  that  till 
the  national  debt  was  discharged,  or  at  least  in 
S  fair  way  of  being  so,  we  were  not  to  expect 
making  that  6gure  we  formerly  bad.  I  said,  I 
could  go  farther,  making  use  of  the  expression 
of  a  gentleman  (Mr.  Hutcheson)  who  told  us 
in  a  former  session,  that  till  this  was  dope,  we 
coold  not  (properly  speaking)  call  ourselves  a 
nation  ;  that  therefore  every  scheme  or'propo^ 
sal  tendine  thereto,  ought  to  be  received  and 
considered.  But  chat  the  occasion  of  my  now 
speaking  was,  that  th^  first  f^entleman  who 
spoke^  seemed  to  me  to  recommend  the  scheme 
not  only  hi  oppobiiion,  but  even  exclusively  of 
all  others  :  and  that  the  next  had  chimed  in 
wi<h  him';  that  I  hoped,  inordeto  make  the 
best  bargain  we  could,  every  other  company, 
nay  any  other  society  of  men  might  be  at  as  full 
Hherty  to  make  proposab  as  the  Sonth  Sea 
Company,  since  every  gentleman  must  agree 
this  to  be  the  likeliest  way  to  make  a  good 
bargain  for  the  public. 

<^  Our  great  men  looked  as  if  thunderstruck, 
and  one  of  them  .in  particular,  turned  as  pale 
as  my  cravat.  Upon  tliis  ensned  a  debate  of 
above  two  hours.  Our  ministers  (as  they  mijsht 
in  a  committee)  spoke  again  and  again  ;  ?or 
dieir  auxiliaries  proved' faint  hearted.  Mr. 
Aislaby,  in  heaf,  used  this  unguarded  expVes- 
sloti ;  Things  of  this  nature  must  be  carried  on 
with  {V  spirit  ;  to  which  sir  Joseph  Jekyll,  with 
a  goo;^  aeal  of  warmth,  took  very  just  excep- 
tion ;  This  spirit,  sajfs  he,  is  what  has  undone  , 
the  nation ;  our  busmess  is  to  consider  tho* 

roughly,  deliberate  calmly,  and  judge  of  the    tucm<;,  vy  »■■«  mi«;u«i«i7» 
vboie  upon  reason,  uot  mtk  ibt  wirii  meD-  i  fa«ird  him  long  eeongh,' 
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xmm.  Allowincct 

Sir  John   Fellows, 

suh-goremor  -  -  243,096  0  6  10,000 
Cjiarles  Joye,  esq.  • 

deputy^govemor     40,105  2  0  5,000 

Mr.  Astel  -  -  -  ^  •     27,750  19  8J  5,000 

Sir  John  Blunt 18f?;349  10  8J  1,000 

Sir  Lam.  Biackweil    83,529  17  11  10,000 

Sir  Robert  Chaplinf    45,875  14  5  10,000 

Sir  Wivk  Chapman    39,161  6  8f  10,000 

Mr. Chester-  -  -  -  140,S7«  15  6  10,000 

Mr.  Child 52,437  19  1  10,000 

Mr.  De  la  Porte- -    17,151  4  6  10,000 

Mr.  Eyles 34,329  16  *  7  20,000 

Mr.  Edmondson  -  -      5,365  0  0  3,000 

Mr.  Gibbon 106,543  5  6  10,000 

Mr.  Gk)re 38,936  15  5  20,000 

Mr.  Hawes 40,031  0  2i  31 

Sir  W.  Hammond    22,707  4  2  10,000 

Mr.  Horsey 19,962  5  3  10,00a 

Mr.  Holditch  -  -  -    39,5i^7  10  4  5.000 

Sir  Theo.  Janssen  243,244  3  11  50,00*) 

Sir  Jacob  Jacobson    11,481  4  0  11,000 

Mr.  Ingram  -  -  -  •    16,795  0  0  12,000 

Sir  John  Lambert       72,508  1  5  5,000 


tinned.  Mr.  Aislaby  desired  to  explain  ;  said 
he  only  meant  that  credit  was  to  be  so  sup* 
ported  ;  which  caused  some  smiling.  Mr. 
Walpole  applauded  the  design,  and  agreed  in 
general  to  the  reasonableness  of  the  schemry 
wherein  however  something  wanted  amead* 
ment,  and  others  (although  but  few)  were  qd- 
reasonable  ;  but  concluded  strongly  for  hearing 
all,  as  indeed  every  body  did,  three  or  four 
only  exoepted,  Mr.  Lecbmere  answered  hiia 
but  little,  God  wot,  to  the  matter  in  hand : 
for  qoitting  that,  he  feU  into  invectives  against 
VValpoIe's  former  scheme,  giving  great  prefer- 
ence to  this.  The  town  says,  (he  ^reain  with  the 
South  Sea  company  was  agreed  at  his  chambers^ 
between  Mr.  Aishibyy  sir  George  Caswell,  and 
tiiree  or  four  other  South  Sea  men ;  since  which 
they  say  Mr.  Aislaby  has  bought  27,000/.  stock. 
**  We  often  observe  how  far  passton  carries  . 
men  beyond  reason,  and  certainly  interest  has 
generally  the  same  effect ;  for  Walpole  being 
irritated,  rose  again,  and  began  with  sheving^ 
by  papers  in  his  hand,  •  how  very  unfairly  Lecb- 
mere had  represented  facts,  then  proofed  to 
shew  his  fiillacioos  way  of  reasoning,  aad  con- 
cluded witli  going  more  particulany  into  the 
scheme,  which  in  several  material  parts  he 
exposed  sufficiently.  Lecbmere  rose  up,  but 
he  took  time  to  consider,  wl\^  'another  bad 
spoke,  in  order  to  reply ;  but  this  was  prevent- 
ed by  the  whole  committee  risiag  at  once,  aad 
gmog  into  the  ioor;  the  chairman  tore  his 
throat  with  '*  to  order,  hear  your  member,''  hot 
all  to  QO  parposc^  other  than  to  mortify  Leoh- 
mere,  by  the  membefa  crying  oat^  **  ve  banre 
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SirHaroourt  Master 

Mr.  MarUy  -  -  -  - 

Mr.  Page  -  -  -  •  - 

Col.  liaymond  -  - 

Mr.  Bead 

Mf.' Reynolds-  -  - 

Mr.  Saw  bridge  -  - 

Ittr.  TilUrd 

Mr.  Turner  -  -  -  - 

Mr.  Surmnoy  depu- 
ty-cashier- 

Mr.  John    Grigsby, 
accomptant  -  -  -    31,687 
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Ketoluthns  eft  he  Comtnpnsfor  ihere-eslabliih- 
ing  of  Public  Credit.]  Mr.  Farrer  reported 
from  the  Commiitee  of  the  whole  House,  to 
whom  it  was  referred  to  consider  of  the  State  of 
the  Public  Credit  of  this  kingdom,  the  Resolu- 
tions they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the 
House,  which  ore  as  follow,  viz. 

1.  *^  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee, 
that,  for  the  re-establishinii;  of  the  Public  Credit 
and  quieting  the  minds  of  his  majesty's  subjects, 
the  several  properties  and  interests  now  de- 
pending and  concerned  with  the  Soutli-Sea 
Company,  be  ascertained  and  settled. 

2".  **  That  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  all  dis- 
putes between  the  South-Sea  Company  and 
the  proprietors  of  the  redeemable  funds  sub- 
scribed into  the  said  Company,  and  for  the 
fmther  relief  of  the  said  proprietors,  and  the 
proprietors  of  the  second,  third  aftd  fourth 
money  subscriptions,  who  have  now  Stock  al- 
lowed them  at  the  rate  of  400  per  cent,  with 
tb6  last  Midsummer  dividend  often  per  cent,  in 
'  stock,  in  addition  after  the  rate  of  33/.  6s,  Bd. 
stock  i^pon  every  100/.  stock  already  allowed,  be 
given  by  the  South-Sea  Company  to  the  pro- 
proprietors  of  the  said  redeemable  funds,  and  to 
the  proprietors  of  the  second,  third  and  fourth 
■Qoney  subscriptions. 

3.  **  That  the  sum  of  4,156,341/.  with  the 
four  years  and  half,  and  one  year's  purchase, 
payable  to  the  public  by  the  South-Sea  Com- 
pany, be  remitted,  so  as  from  the  84th  June, 
1722,  two  millions  of  the  capital  stock  of  the 
taid  Company  be  reduced  and  annihilated,  and 

.  a  proportionable  part  of  their  Annuity  or  yearly 
fund,  in  respect  of  the  said  two  miiliops,  from 
that  time  cease. 

4.  **  Tliat  the  second  subscription  of  the  ir- 
.  redeemables,  as  well  the  Long  Annuities  as  the 

Annuities  of  nine  percent.  Prize  Lottery  Tickets 
and  Blank  Lottery  Tickets,  be  made  equalto  the 
^rst  subscription  of  the  like  Annuities  and 
Tickets,  by  an  addition  of  stock  at  150  per 
cent. 

5.  <<  That  all  the  capital  Sduth-Sea  Stock, 
belonging  to  tl^  Company  in  their  own  right, 
which,  after  the  proposed  distribntion  made, 
aball  remam  undisposed  of,  be  divided  among 
all  the  proprietors  of  the  said  Company^  in  pro- 
portion to  their  several  and  respective  mterests 
therein ;  and  that  credit  be  given  them  for  the 

'  tame  in  the  books  of  the  said  Company. 

6.  **  That  all  demands  for  ^oey  borrowed 


of  the  South  Sea  Company,  for  which-  there  is 
actually  pledged  Stock,  after  the  rate  of  400/.  or 
under,  for  each  100/.  stock,  wkh  the  last  Mi^ 
suntmer  Dividend,  or  on  subscription  receipts 
after  the  rate  of  300/.  or  under,  for  each  sub- 
scription receipt  for  ^00/.  be  discharged,  aed 
the  property  of  the  said  stock  and  subscriptioB 
receipts  be  absolutely  vesteil  in  the  said  Com- 
pany, and  that  the  said  Company  do  accept 
this  stock  of  the  said  Company  after  the  nte 
of  300/.  per  cent,  in  repayment  of  any  sum  or 
sums  of  money  borrower!  of  the  said  Companj, 
on  stock,  or  subscription  receipts,  at  any  price 
exceeding  the  rates  aforesaid,  the  same  beb; 
tendered  within  a  time  to  be  limited." 

I'lie  £rst  and  second  of  these  Resolutiooi 
was  i-eadily  agreed  to.  The  Third  occasioned  a 
long  debate ;  many  members,  paiticularW  Mr. 
Ilungerford  and  most  of  the  courtiers,  iniisdi]; 
to  hare  the  whole  seven  millions  remitted ;  bot 
they  were  opposed  by  Mr.  Sioper  and  several 
others,  and  upon  a  division  it  was  carried  bj 
166  voices  against  155,  to  a^ree  with  the  Coa- 
mittee,  in  the  said  Resolution.  The4tb&iid 
5th  were  also  approved  without  oppositios ; 
but  the  6th  occasioned  another  warm  debate; 
and,  among  the  rest,  Mr.  Doininicquesaid,  with 
indignation,-  *  He  wondered  any  body  thttbad 

*  borrowed  money,  and  refused  to  pay  it,  coold 

*  look  any  body  in  the  face.*  Another  membfr 
proposed,  That  the  borrowers  should  paj  tea 
per  cent,  on  all  the  money  borrowed,  over  vA 
above  the  stock  pawned  ;  but  it  Was  at  last  r^ 
solved,  That  the  said  6th  Resolution  be  recois- 
mitted. 

Jane  12.  The  Commons  in  a  grand  Com- 
mittee, considered  further  of  the  State  of  ibe 
Public  Credit,  and  came  to  the  foUowiu^  Re- 
solutions, which  were  agreed  to  by  the  Hoose, 
as  follows,  viz. 

1.  **  That  such  persons  as  have  borrowed 
money  from  the  douth-Sea  Company  opop 
South-Sea  Stock,  actually  transferred  and 
pledged  at  the  time  of  borrowing,  to  or  for  tU 
use  of  the  said  Company,  shall,  upon  paptea 
of  10  per^  cent,  upon  the  respective  sums  fo 
borrowed,  at  a  time  or  times  to  be  limited,  and 
not  otherwise,  be  discharged  from  aU  fiirtbtr 
demands  of  the  said  Company  in  respect  of  tiit 
monies  so  borrowed  :  and  that  all  tne  stock  10 
transferred  and  pledged,  together  with  all  divi- 
dends and  profits  thereto  belonging  respectitdj, 
be  absolutely  vested  in  the  said  Comfwsy 

2.  "  That  such  persons  as  have  borrewfd 
money  from  ihe  South-Sea  Ccunpan^opoa  sab* 
scription  receipts  actually  pledged  to  the  sail! 
Company  at  the  time  of  borrowing,  shall,  Bpoo, 
payment  often  per  cent,  upon  &e  respediH 
sums  so  borrowed,  at  a  time  or  times  to  be  b* 
mited,  and  not  otherwise,  be  discharged  M&hf 
ther  demands  in  respect  of  the  monies  so  bor- 
rowed :  and  that  all  the  subscription  receipts  so 
pledged,  together, with  all  dividends  aad  ptm 
thereunto  belonging,  be  absolutely  Tested  is  Ui^ 
said  Company.''^ 

Sfiyfi«fE  Airo  JiAfls  Kbpobt  qw  rn  CoK' 
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for  the  use  of  Mr.  Hampden.    For  tbe  fint 
payment  on  IfiOOL  ibird  8»>bscripUon  l,000i. 

Mr.  Thotnas  Hawea,  being  examined,  says, 
that  5,000/.  South  Sea  Stock  was  bought  about 
the  middle  of  February,  at  about  164/.  per  • 
cent,  bv  tbe  order  and  for  the  use  of  Richard 
Hampden,  esq.  then  treasurer  of  bis  m^esty's 
navy,  and  paid  for  by  bis  order  out  of  the  cash 
tilen  in  the  hands  of  <he  examinant,  as  cashier 
to  the  said  treasurer  ofthe  navy  ;  and  the  said 
5,000/.  stock  was  sold  about  the  beginning  of 
March  following,  at  about  100/.  per  ceut.  for 
the  use  of  Mr.  Hampden. — That  the  farther 
sum  of  about  6,000/.  South  Sea  Stock  way 
hottght  and  paid  for  in  like  manner,  at  about 
925l  per  cent,  which  is  now  in  the  examintfnt's 
hands,  in  trust  for  the  said  Mr.  Hampden.—- 
That  3,000/.  in  the  first  moi>ey  subscription, 
3,000/.  in  the  second  money  subscription, 
1,000/.  in  .the  third  money  subscription,  and 
5,000/.  in  the  fourth  money  subscription,  wero 
bought  and  paid  for  out  of  the  public  'cash  of 
the  navy,  by  order  and  for  the  use  of  .tbe  said 
Mr.  Hampden  as  aforesaid.  * 
.  Your  Committee  directed  sir  Harcourt  Mas- 
ter, late  receiver  general  of  tbe  land  tax  for 
London  and  Middlesex,  to  lay  before  tliem  an 
account  of  what  public  money  he. had  laid  out 
in  stock  or  subscription,  or  otherwise  applied  ' 
to  his  own  private  use  ;  and  thereupon  he  laid 
before  your  Committee  a  paper  to  tlie  effect 
following,  viz. — ^That  he  had,  in  obedience  to 
the  order  of  your  Committee,  used  his  best 
endeavours  to  distinguish  particularly,  what 
sums  of  the  public  money  be  had  laid  out  in 
stock  or  subscriptions,  or  bubbles,  or  applied 
to  any  other  purpose,  for  his  own  or  any  other 
person's  private  account ;  but  be  not  having 
kept  any  accounts-of  the  government's  money 
distinct  and  separate  from  other  nlonies  that 
were  his  own,  or  others,  tliat  passed  through 
his  hands,  he  found  it  impracticable  for  him  to 
give  an  account  thereof,  so  particularly  as  was 
reauired. — ^That  he  troly  believes  he  was  so 
unhappy  as  to  lay  out  the  whole  debt  due  from 
him  to  the  crown,  being  d7,28p/.  7s.  ftd.  ^,  (ai 
it  is  set  forth  in  the  particular  of  his  estate,  de- 
livered to  one  of  the  barons  ofthe  court  of  ex* 
chequer)  in  South  Sea  Stock,  and  in  the  third 
and  fourth  South  Sea  subscriptions,  on  hit  • 
own  account,  by  which  he  is  a  very  great  loser.  • 

Your  Committee,' since  their  Report  made  to. 
the  House,  the  S3d  day  of  May  last,  concern- 
ing the  loans  made  by  the  South  Sea  Companj 
upon  stock  and  subscriptions,  have  made  a 
further  progress  in  that  part  of  their  enquiry, 
and  do  now  lay  before  the  House  such  examin- 
ations as  they  have  taken  since  that  Report,  in 
relation  to  that  matter,  in  the  words  of  the  ex- 
aminations themselves. 

Mr.  Samuel  Wattt  being  examined;  ssys, 
that  from  the  1st  of  June,  1720,  he  has  scrveil  as 
clerk  in  the  treasury  office  of  the  South  Sea 
Corapiiny,  under  Mr.  Christopher  Ciavtoo,  m 
making  out  the  several  books  relatintr  to  ioans 
upon  stock  and  subscriptitms,  the  account  of 
which  bad  been'  at  first  entered  iu  three  ori- 


MrrrEE  op  Secrfct  on  the  PnocBEDnvos  or 
THE  South  Sea  Company.}  June  16.  Mr. 
Broderick  made  the  seventh  and  last  Report 
from  the  Committee  of  Secrecy,  which  he  read, 
as  follows. 

Seventh  anb  last  Report  of  the  Committee 
OF  Secrecy  on  tfix  Proceedings  of^he 
South  Sea  Company.] 

That  the  Committee  of  Secrecy  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  all  the  proceedings  relating  to  the 
execution  of  an  Act,  passed  the  last  session 
of  parltiiment,  intitled, — An  Act  for  en- 
abling the  South  Sea  Company  to  increase 
their  present  capital  stock  and  fund,  by 
redeeming  such  public  debts  and  incum- 
brances as  are  therein  mentioned  ;  and  for 
railing  money,  for  payment  of  several  of 
the  public  debts  and  incumbrances  ;  and 
for  calling  in  the  present  Exchequei*  Bills 
remaining  uncancelled  ;  and  for  making 
forth  new  bills,  in  lieu  thereof,  to  be  circu- 
lated and  exchanged,  upon  demand,  at  or 
near  the  Exchequer  ;  pursuant  to  the  in- 
struction given  them  by  tbe  House  on  the 
Sdth'of  April  last,  That  they  sjiould  inquire 
what  ptiblic  money  hath  been  employed  by 
any  tireasuror,  cashier,  collector,  receiver, 
or  other  officer  concerned  in  the  receipt  or 
payment  of  public  money,  or  of  any  other 
part  of  his  majesty's  revenue,  or  by  any  in 
trust  for  them,  or  by  their  order,  in  buying 
stock,  or  subscriptions,  in  the  South  Se^, 
or  any  other  Company,  or ,  annuities,  or 
other  parliamentary  securities  :  or  other- 
wi4e  making  use  of,  or  employing,  the 
same  to  their  private  advantage,  6ince  the 
1st  day  of  December  1719,  have  accord- 
-  in^ly  proceeded  to  inquire  iato  that  mat- 
ter ;  aod[  have  examined,  in  the  mo^t  solemn 
maoner,  the  following  persons  ;  and  do  lay 
btforathe  House  the  Examinations  by  thein 
takep,  relating  thereto,  in  the  words  of  the 
Examinations  themselves. 
Mr.  FrancU  Howes,  being  examined,  says. 
That  in  the  months  of  February,  March,  or 
April,  1719-20,  about  25,000/.  part  of  the 
money  receifed  for  che  service  of  Ms  majesty's 
&avy,was  laid  out  in  purchasing  11,000/.  South 
Sea  Stock,  by  the  order,  and  for  the  use  of 
Hichard  Hampden,  esq.  then  treasurer  of  the 

DAVJ, 

That  5,000/.  part  of  the  said  11,000/.  stock, 
was  sold  (or  the  benefit  of  the  said  Richurd 
Hampden,  esq.  iA  a  very  short  time.afier  it  was 
Uofht,  that  it  was  bought  at  about  164,  and 
<oki  at  about  199  per  ceut.  that  the  remaining 
^)000/.  stands  ia  the  name  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Hawes,  io  trust  for  the  said  Mr.  Hampden. 
.  That  there  were  farther  sums  paid  out  of  the 
Boney  received  for  tbe  service  of  his  majesty's 
^«Fy,  by  tbe  order,  and  for  the  use  of  Mr.  ; 
Hampden,  viz.  For  the  three  several  payments 
oa  8,000/.  first  subscription,  about  3,600/. 
£or  the  first  payment  on  3,000/.  second  sub- 
Kriptton,  1,200/.  which  last  mefitioned  sub- 
option  was  sold  for  thts  same  mooey  it  cost 
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Inal  joornalf,    two  of  tbem  cdnudoing   tbe 

'oans  on  stock,  and  tbe  last  containing  tbe 

loans  on  subscriptions ;  ail  wbicb  journalty  and 

«li  other  books  relating  to  tbe  loans,  were 

kept  under  Mr.  Clajson's  care  ;  but  Mr.  Sur^ 

nmn  bad  the  power  of  taking  and  inspecting 

tbetn  when  be  thought  fit    ThAt  from  those 

three  original  jouroais,  hve  ledgers  were  made, 

chiefly  bjr  the  examinant,  and  partly  by  Claj- 

toD,  or  some  other  clerk  ;  but  the  etaminant 

bad  instructions,  ibr  what  be  did    fh>m  Mr. 

Clayton,  and  no  odier    person  ;    tha;    these 

ledgers  were  marked,  A.   B.  C.  D  and  £. — 

That  lie  has  Sometimes  bad  tbe  said  original 

journals  in  his  cusbudy  for  a  day  or  thereabouts, 

and  tlie  examinant  observed  there  were  many 

razures  and  alterations  made  in   them.    That 

the  examinant  himself  did,  at  several  times, 

make  many   alterations  in   the   said  ledgers, 

both  in  the  namek  and  sums,    According  to 

aereral  papers  and  instmctldns  firom  time  to 

time  given  him  by  Clayton,  who  afterwards 

took  such  papers  from  him  ;  and  the  lut  time 

be  made  any  such  alterations,  was   about  the 

middle  of  November  last.-*-That  be  made  a 

copy  of  the  said  original  journals  of  loans  on 

iubscriptions,  which  copy  now    remains  in  a 

Ereat  chest  marked  No.  2.  at  the  South  Sea 

£oo>e,  where  the  examinant  has  seen  it  since 

the  new  directors  were  chosen. — ^That  'after 

that  copy  was  made,  two  leaves  were  torn  out 

of  the  said  original  journal,  but  by  whom  the 

examinant  cannot  tell;  and  the  examinant  saw 

Mr.  Clnyton  writing  names  out  of  those  leaves, 

and  he  called  to  the  examinant,  and   told  bim 

be  believed  he  niu«t  tear  out  a  leaf  from  the 

^py,  in  order  to  bring  in  fictitious  names. — 

That  in  one  of  the  said  leaves  torn  out,  there 

Was  an  entry,  To  sundries  26,000/.  which  the 

taaminant,  bj   Mr.  Clayton's  order,  entered 

in  tl  e  said  Copy  in  26  Hctitious  names,  at  1,000/. 

each  :  and  there  bein^  anotticr  entry  of  1,000/. 

tvithout  any  name  to  it,  the  examinant  like- 

trise  entered  that  sum  in  a  fictitious  name,  by 

Clayton's  direction. — ^That  iii  the  same  leaf 

there  was  set  down  11,000/.  stock  to  lord  Cas- 

tlemain,  and  4,000/.  stock  to  lord   London- 

derrv,  which  Clayton  directed  the  examinant 

to. after  and  enter  in  fictitious  names  ;  but .  the 

examinant  could  notdo  it,  the  paper  being  wet. 

That  about  the  beginning  of  November  last, 

the  said  five  ledgers,  marked  A,  B,  C,  D  and 

£,  were  copied  alphabetically. into  four  new 

ledgers,  which  are  now  kept  in  the  office  for 

public  use;  and  if  any  disputes  arise  in  sear(;h-, 

in|r  into  them,  the  clerks  have  recourse  to  the 

eaid  fir&t  ledgers. 

That  Mr.  Clayton  did,  a  little  befiire  the 
meeting  of  the  parliament,  bring  into  the  trea- 
sury office  a  book,  which  the  examinant  be- 
lieves was  Mr.  Knigbfs  private  cash-book,  the 
examinant  hnving  often  seen  it,  io  which,  at 
tbe  head  of  :ii)  account,  he  saw  the  name  of 
Charles  Stanhope;  and  this  examinant  says, 
that  Clayton,  with  a  whit^  handle  pen-knife, 
erazed  the  letters  in  the  name  Stanhope,  in 
order  to ,  make  it  Stangape ;  bot  whether  Mr. 


Clayton  altered  the  letters  wkb  Iris  #wa  hnS 
or  the  examinant  by  his  order,  the  ecamineat 
does  not  now  remember,  bat  says  it  was  ao* 
eordingly  altered  to  Suiigape.  That  tbb  book 
bad  a  green  cover,  was  about  a  foot  in  leogtk, 
and  about  two  thirds  as  broad,  and  an  inch 
and  an  half  thick. 

The  said  Mr.  Ck^oH  being  hereupon  exa- 
mined by  your  Committee  says,  he  belierei 
there  are  alterations  made  in  tbe  origiml 
journals  of  the  loans ;  tliat  all  t'be  alterations 
which  tbe  examinant,  or  any  other  clerk  by  bis 
order  made  in  those  journals,  were  made  bj 
the  direction  of  Mr.  Knight ;  that  Mr.  Surmso 
once,  by  Mr.  Knight's  onier,  directed  the  exa- 
minant to  alter  four  names. — That  the  exami- 
nant directed  the  altering  several  large  sums  into 
lesser  sums;  and  that  he  was  informed  by  Mr. 
Knight,  that  such  alterations  were  made  at  the 
request  of  tbe  persons  to  whom  such  large  sums 
were  charged  .--That  he  does  not  know  that 
such  names  were  altered  into  fictitious  naoiet, 
but  that  there  were  16  or  81  fictitious  names 
added  to  the  original  journals;  that  Mr. 
Knight  gave  the  examinant  a  Ibt  of  such  namet, 
and  told  him  any  names  would  do.-^Tbat  ail 
the  alterations  ro|ide  in  tbe  letters  of  any 
names,  were  made  by  Mr.  Knight's  order.— 
That  he  does  not  remember  that  he  ever  gave 
directions  to  any  clerk  to  insert  fictitious  naaies, 
.  save  the  said  16  or  21  names. 

'  That  he  knows  not  that  tbe  name  of  aaj 
member  of  parliament  was  altered  to  any  other 
name  ;  hut  Mr.  Knight  told  the  examinant  tbst 
a  large  sum  being  set  down  to  lord  Castlemsin, 
hii  lordship  said,  that  part  of  such  sum  was  oa 
the  account  of  other  persons,  (a  list  of  whose 
names  his  lordship  gave  to  Mr.  Knight)  and 
tbe  sum  at  first  set  down  to  lord  Cattlemaio, 
was  accordingly  split  into  lesser  sums,  and  set 
down  to  those  persons. 

That  he  saw  the  original  Journals  in  Mr. 
Knight's  custody  about  thrfte  days  befiire  be 
went  away,  but  has  not  seen  them  sioce.— 
That  he  has  seen  Mr.  Knight's  green  book; 
but  he  never  made  any  rasore  or  alteratioD  io 
it,  either  in  any  name,  or  any  letter,  or  part  of 
a  name  in  that  book,  nor  ever  directed  aay  to 
be  made. 

That  be  does  net  remember  he  ever  bbw 
the  name  (Stanhope)  in  the  said  green  book ; 
and  denies,  that  ne  ever  rased  any  letier,  or 
part  of  a  letter,  or  made  anv  alteratioa  iti 
sthe  name  (Stanhope)  in  the  Qftid  green  book. 
That  he  cannot  be  positive,  Wbethet-  the  name 
(Stanhope)  was  ever  rased  or  altered  io  toy 
other  book  whatsoever.  But  he  does  mit  know 
or  remember,  that  be  did  direct  anyaach  raseit 
or  alteration  made  in  the  said  name  (Staohope). 
—That  he  remembers  be  did  once  alter  a 

Sure  in  an  accouiit  in  tbe  said  gieeu  book, 
len  Mr.  Knight  and  a  gentleman  were  Kt- 
tling  an  account  in  that  book ;  bot  whe  tbe 
gentleman  was,  tbe  examinant  cannot  telL 

That  be  does  not  know  but  tile  name  of  sir 
William  Tompson  might  have  been  akersd  Q> 
Mr.  William  Tompado,  and  thinks  k  was  ^ 
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their  lordships,  before  tb«  loan  w«i  closed, 
and  that  they  transferred  stbck  for  securiog  tb« 
money  so  lent. 

The  said  Mr.  ChrUtopker  Cluyton  beia^  far** 
ther  eiamined,  says,  that  Mr.  Samuel  Wa|ta 
was  employed  as  a  clerk  in  makiag  oot  the  tu> 
counts  of  the  loans,  aod  wns  under  the  direction 
of  this  vxarmnant,  till  the  Committee  of  loam 
was  appointed.— ^That  he  has  nothing  to  object 
against  Mr.  WktU*s  credit.  \ 

And  being  coolroaced  with  Mr.  Wat^,  who 
affirming  what  he  has  said  in  his  former  exami* 
nation,  as  to  the  rasure  and  alteration  of  the 
name<Stanhope)  into  (Sungape)  in  Mr.  Knight's 
green  book,  and  Mr.  Watts  relating  to  Mr. 
Clayton  several  circumstances  at  the  time  of 
soch  alteration,  Und  Mr.  Clayton  having  heard 
Mr.  Watts's  examination  read,  he  denies  that 
(to  the  h^st  of  his  knowledge)  he  ever  did  erase 
any  letter  or  part  of  a  letter  in  the  name  (Stan* 
hope)  in  the  said  green  book,  or  make  or  direct 
to  l)e  made  any  alteration  in  the  name  (Stan- 
hope) in  that  book.— That  (to  the  best  of  hit 
remembrance)  he  nerer  did  alter  the  name 
(Stanhope)  into  (Stangape^  in  any  oth^r  book 
or  direct  any  such  aiteratwo  to  be  made. 

Your  committee  having  shewn  the  aforegoing 


tertd.  That  he  has  heard  Mr.  Knif^t  say,  that 
sir  William  Tompson  complained,  that  there 
was  a  mistake  in  hb  account  of  the  loan,  and 
the  sxaminaot' remembers  he  saw  sir  William 
Tompson  with  Mr.  Knight  in  his  closet. 

That  the  first  ledgers  of  the  loans  were  be- 
gun to  be  made  from  the  joernals  in  several 
book^  and  in  October  17S0,  those  ledgers  not 
being  ruled  in  a  proper  m4nner,  there  were 
aew  ledgers  provided,  and  the  examinant  be* 
beves  sir  William  Tompson's  name  was  altered 
is  both  the  said  original  and  new  ledgers. 

That  the  original  journals  were  made  np 
partly  by  the  receipts  taken  at  the  transfer 
book)  and  partly  by  direction  of  Mr.  Knight, 
snd  adjustments  made  with  him. 

That  the  nombers  of  the  subscription-re^ 
ceipts,  on  which  money  was  lent,  wer^  entered 
in  tbe  journals;  but  the  examinant  believes 
there  were  some  errors  therein. 

Mr.  Clayton  being  forthcr  examined  as 
to  the  particular  alterations  made  in  tbe 
joomal  of  the  loans,  says,  the  name  (Brazier) 
was  altered;  and  he  believes,  that  person 
Arrowed  the  money  for  lord  Rosse.  And 
that  there  was  a  letter  sent  by  his  lordship,  to 
desire  an  alteration  might  be  made  in  that 
name,  and  it  was  accordingly  made  by  Mr. 
Knight*s  order. — That  the  'name  (Ueorge 
Baker)  was  altered  to  (Baber)  about  the  30th  of 
Aojput,  or  the  beginning  of  September  1720, 
by  Mr.  Knisht's  order.— That  he  believes  tbe 
sam  chaigea  to  colonel  Amot  was  altered  and 
made  lest,  and  part  of  the  sum  at  first  set  down 
to  bira,  charged  in  otlier  names.— That,  the 
sum  cliargcd  to  John  Burridge,  esq.  was  like- 
wise altered^  and  made  less,  Mr.  Burridge  tcll- 
iog  Mr.  Knight  that  the  money  lent,  was  port 
of  it  on  the  account  of  Mr.  Bowdige  of  Lime. 
'-That  the  sum  charged  to  John  barber  was 
lessened,  and  part  of  ii  set  down  to  other  per- 
sons,—'That  lord  Carpenter's,  colonel  Murray's, 
snd  Pearse  and  company's  sums  were  altered, 
there  being  ecrors  in  their  accounts.— Thai  tbe 
Sum  charged  to  sir  Caesar  Cltild,  was  lessened.  . 

That  he  does  not  remember,  that  there  were 
any  leaves  torn  or  taken  out  of  the  original 
journals  of  the  loans  ;  and  says,,  he  did  not 
take  01^  tear  out  any.  Dot  upon  farther  recol- 
Itctioni  be  says,  there  were  one  or  two  leaves 
taken  out ;  but  such  leaves  did  not  (as  the 
euroioant  believes)  contain  names  of  any  per^ 
sons,  but  only  a  computation  of  £he  totals  of 
the  loans.— lliat  he  does  not  remember  that 
he  ever  mentioned  to  Mr.  W^t.ts,  that  a  leaf  or 
leaves  ttmst  be  taken  out  of  the  journal,  or  the 
<^py  of  the  journal,  iii  order  to  insert  fictitious 
••roes,  or  for  any  other  purpose. — That  after 
tbe  loan  was  doeed^  Ht,  Francis  Eyles  (one  of 
the  late  directors)  apphed  to  the  Committee  of 
bus,  and  had  a  direction  for  adding  18,000/. 
va  loan  lo  him,  that  snm  having  been  forgot, 
^  ^t  sum  was  accordingly  added  to  the 
lom»  viz  14.<MX)/.  mthe  name  of  the  said  Mr. 
Ijies,  and  4,000/.  in  tbe  nan«  of  Lucy  Bain- 
*».— That  he  verily  believes  the  sums  charged 
t«  ler4  I^wiMkae,  Md  tovd  LitchMdi  were  lent 


examination  to  the  said  Samuel  Watts,  and  ex^ 
mining  him  farther  in  relation  to  this  matter^ 
in  the  presence  of  the^said  Christopher  Clay- 
ton, Mr.  Watts  persists  in,  and  affirms,  what 
he  has  Said  in  his  former  examination,  as  to  tha 
alteration  of  the  name  (Stanhope)  into  (Stan- 
gape);  and  farther  says,  that  when  he  fi  stsaw 
In  the  roiiMites  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
that  the  name  (Stanhope)  had  been  altered  into 
(Staqgape)  he  verily  believed  it  had  been  the 
alteration  made  in  Mr.  Knight^s  green  book, 
as  aforesaid,  and,  not  iu  the  books  of  Turner 
and  company,  as  he  has  since  heard. 

Mr.  John  UancUard  being  examined,  says, 
he  became  concerned  in  tbe  South  Sea  bonsft 
aboutthe^  1st  of  July  17^0,  and  was  at  first 
only  employed  to  number  tbe  3d  subscription 
receipts.  That  about  the  middle  of  Dectihber 
last,  he  was  one  of  the  eight  clerks,  who  were 
employed  in  copying  four  ledgers  of  the  loans^ 
into  other  new  ledgers ;  and  that  be  ohser?ed 
many  rasures  and  alterations  in  the  leidgers 
from  which  tliey  transcribed  them,  bat  he  can- 
not remember  the  particular  alteratiunB.-^That 
there  were  several  loose  sheets,  which  he  be- 
lieves were  copies  of  the  .original  journal  of  the 
loans,  to  which  he  and  the  other  clerks  em- 
ployed to  copy  the  said  ledgers,-  had  recomrsc 
upon  any  mistakes  ;  and  in  those  loose  sheets, 
the  examinant  observed  many  ratures  and  aJ-^ 
terations. — That  after  the  present  session  of 
parliament  liegan,  Mr.  Knight  gave  the  exa- 
minant directions  to  draw  out  a  list  of  tbe  ti-. 
ceediogs  upon  the  loans,  which  he  did  lirom 
the  ledgers. — ^Tbat  l|jr.  Christopher  Clayton 
was  in  great  intimacy  with  Mr.  Kntgkt,  and 
was  appointed  clerk  of  tlie  loans,  atnl  had  the 
principal  direction  in  makm^  out  thebo^s  of 
loans.— That  he  knows  Mr.  Samael  WaCM, 
(who  was  a  derk  coiiccyned  in  th^  louit  Jinder  - 
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Mr.  Clayton)  and  takes  him  to,  b^  a  person  o£ 
great  integrity.  * 

Mr.  Robert  Surman  being  examined,  sajs, 
that  since  the  enquiry  began,  the  eiaminant 
has  seen  the  original  journals  of  the  loans  at 
the  South-Sea  house  ;  that  Mr.  Clayton  was 
the  clerk  appointed  to  uke  care '  of  the  loans, 
and  these  journals  were  properly  under  his 
care.— That  ha  believes  there  were  several  al- 
terations made  in  these  origiaal  journals,  but 
ha  believes  all  such  alterations  were  made  by 
Mr.  Knight's  direction  ^ven  to  Mr.  Clayton 
as  the  6rst  clerk,  who  directed  the  other  clerks 
to  make  the  alterations,  or  else  made  them  him- 
aelf. 

That  these  journals  were  wrote  by  several 
clerks :  That  all  loans,  as  well  as  adjustments, 
were  (as  the  cxaminant  behcves)  entered  in 
these  journals. — That  the  examinant  has  not 
seen  these  journals  since  Mr.  Knight  went^ 
away. — ^That  the  original  journals  were  not 
made  alphabetically,  but  from  day  to  day,  as 
the  money  was  lent  out. — ^That  the  exammant 
remembers  in  two  or  three  cases,  he  had  orders 
iiom  Mr.  Knight  to  direct  Mr.  Clayton'  to 
make  alterations  in  the  journals,  which  the  exa- 
minant  takes  to  be  where  there  was  a  large  sum 
charged  to  particular  persons,  exceeding  the 
regulations  of  the  loans. 

Thac  Mr.  Knight  had  the  custody  of  the  sub- 
scription-receipts on  wliicli  money  was  lent  for 
the  months  of  June,  July,  and  August,  1720, 
lind  until  the  committee  of  loans  was  appoint- 
ed ;  and  the  examinant  believes  the  numbers 
of  those  receipts,  were  entered  in  the  journals 
of  loans. — That  some  of  the  first  and  second 
subscribers  not  making  their  first  payment,  Mr. 
Knight  laid  down  the  money  for  them,  and 
took  their  receipts  for  his  security,  which  (as 
the  examinant  had  heard  Mr.  Knight  say) 
brought  his  cash  under  difficulties;  but  never- 
theless such  subscribers  had  a  right,  to  borrow, 
and  often  did  borrow  of  the  Company  300/.  per 
cent,  on  such  subscriptioos.— That  tbe^  exami- 
nant ha^  had  Mr.  Knight's  orders,  to  direct 
Mr.  Clayton  to  enter  fictitious  names  in  the 
journals  of  the  loans  on  stock,  the  first  com* 
mencing  at  the  beginning  of  the  loan  and  con- 
tinued to  May,  1720,  the  second  carried  on  to 
Midsummer,  <and  the  third  to  the  end  of  the 
loan,  there  being  put  one  original  journal  for 
the  whole  loan  upon  subscriptions. — ^That  the 
said  original  journals  were  copied  alphalie- 
tically,  some  time  after  the  conclusion  of  each 
journal. — ^That  he  remembers  he  has  seen  Mr. 
Knight  anfl  Mr.  Clayton  together,  making  al- 
terations in  the  said  original  journals  of  the 
loans,  and  has  heard  Mr.  Knight  direct  Clayton 
to  make  alterations  therein,  and  enter  fictitious 
names. 

Mr.  George  Wooley,  Mr.  James  Ottey,  and 
Mr.  Stephisn  Crisp,  beine  examined,  say,  they 
were  employed  under  Air.  Christopher  Clay- 
ton, in  making  out  the  ledgers  of  the  loans, 
which  they  accordingly  didfirom  foul  journals, 
which  they  do  not  believe  were  the  original, 
joomalii  nor  did  they  ever  see  the  originalsy  to 


their  knowledge ;  That  Mr.  Claycon  was  tbe 
person  who  had  the  prindpal  direction  in  mak- 
mg  out  the  account  of  the  loans. — ^That  the 
examinants  did,  by  Mr.  Claytoa's  direction, 
make  several  alterations  in  the  said  foal  jour- 
nals. 

That  the  Paper  annexed  to  their  examioa- 
tion,  (the  three  columns  of  which  are  intided, 
Alterations  made  in  names  on  the  loan,,«ltent- 
tions  made  in  sums  on  the  loao,  names  and  sums 
added  to  the  loan,  which  were  not  in  the  copy 
of  the  original  journal)  contains  a  full  and  true 
account  of  all  such  alterations  made  in  the  stid 
four  journals,  as  they  can  now  remember,  a 
copy  of  which  Paper  your  committee  have  aa- 
nexed  in  an  Appendix  to  thb  their  Report. 

Mr.  Charles  Ctark  being  examined  by  joor 
Committee  (at  the  request  of  George  Baker, 
esq.)  says,  that  George  Baker,  esq.  member  ot* 
parliament,  set  out  from  London  to  tbe  county 
of  Durham,  on  the  23d  of  February  1719, 
where  (the  examinant  verily  believes)  he  con- 
tinued till  November  1730;   which  the  exa- 
minant can  the  better  depose,  because  on  the 
said  23d  of  February,  1719,  Thomas  Coayen, 
eaq.  and  tliis  examinant,  were  witnesses  to  tbe 
execution  of  an  agreement  by  the    said  Mr. 
Baker ;  and  this  examinant  very  well  remeo>- 
bers  that  he  dined   that  day  with  Mr.  Baker, 
and    afterwards   saw    him    take    post ;   and 
the  examinant  corresponded  weekly  with  Ujs 
said  Mr.  Baker,  from  that  time  till  August 
1720;    when   this    examinant  likewise  went 
into  the  county  of  Durham;    and  there  was 
frequently  in  company  with  the  said  Mr.  Baker 
till  the  latter  end  of  October  1720. 
And    now   your   Committee  fiud  themselves 
under  a  necessity  of  closing  their  loquiry 
into  the  matters  referred  to  them,  by  reason 
of  the  absence  of  Mr.  Knight;  who  apf^ars 
to  have  been  priucipally,  and  in  many  in- 
stances, solely  entrusted  in  tbe  execmioo  of 
this  black  and  destructive  South-Sea  Scheme. 

The  King^i  Meuage  for  a  Suhidy  to  Sweden, 
4'c.]  June  16.  Mr.  Methoen  delivered  to  tbe 
House  the  following  Message  from  his  majesty: 

•«  G.  R, 

'<  His  majesty  having  taken  tlie  fir^t  oppor- 
tunitv  upon  the  death  of  the  late  kioi;  of 
Sweclen,  to  renew  the  ancient  Alliances  between 
this  kingdom  and  Sweden,  and  having  stipulated 
by  a  Treaty  to  pay  a  subsidy  to  that  crowo, 
hath  ordered  that  I'freaty  to  be  laid  before  tbe 
House  of  Commons,  and  hopes  from  tbcir 
known  zeal  and  affection  for  the  Protestant  re- 
ligion, and  Ate  true  interest  of  their  countiyi 
that  they  will  enable  him  to  make  good  the  eo- 
gagements.  he  has  entered  into  upon  this  oc- 
casion. 

"  His  majesty  being  informed  that  two  ships 
called  Uhe  Bristol  Merchant,'  and  «Tarkiy 
*  Merchant,'  now  lying  under  quarantine,  did 
arrive  from  Cyprus,  and  other  parts  of  Ti^key, 
infected  with  the  plague,  and  have  cottoo, 
wool,  anil  other  goods  on  board  which  are  dan- 
geroQt  to  spread  the  infection ;  and  couceiriac 
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t  necessary,  for  the  preservatioa  of  the  health 
>f  his  subjects,  that  the  said  ships  and  their 
adihgs  be  DurDt  and  destroyed,  and  that  a  rea- 
sonable satisfaction  be  given  to  the  owners, 
iarh|  by  advice  of  his  privy-council,  caused  the 
lvalue  tnereof  to  be  computed  by  his  majesty's 
)fficers,  and  ordered  those  computations  to  be ' 
aid  before  the  House  of  Commons,  that  pro- 
vision may  be  made  for  satisfying  the  same/'  • 

Debate  in  the  Commons  thereon,]  Most  of 
he  members,  who  expected  a  Message  of  ano- 
:Iier  nature  and  that  they  were  to  be  acquainted 
ivith  the  near  prospect  of  a  peace  in  the  North, 
n^^ere  not.  a  little  surprised  at  this  demand  of  a 
Subsidy  for  Sweden  :  hereupon  the  considera- 
tion of  the  said  Message  was  put  off  to  the  next 
iay. 

Jane  17.  The  House  proceeded  to  consider 
the  liing*s  Message,  which  was  again  read  by 
Mr.  Speaker.  The  copy  of  the  Treaty  between 
Great  Britain  and  Sweden,  January  21,  1719- 
20,  and  of  its  separate  Articles,  were  also 
read.  And  a  motion  being  made,  *'  That  a 
lupply  be  granted  to  his  majesty,  to  malce  good 
the  Engagements  he  had  entered  into  with  the 
CQOwn  of  Sweden  ;  and  to  give  a  reasonable 
satisfaction  to  the  owners  of  the  ships  called, 
*  The- Bristol  Merchant,'  and  the  *  Turkey  Mer- 
■  chant,'  in  case  it  \>ere  found  necessary  for  the 
preservation  of  the  health  of  his  majesty's  sub- 
jects that  the  said  ships  and  their  ladmgs  should 
be  burnt  and  destroyed."  This  motion  occa- 
sioned a  long  debate. 

Mr.  Shippen,  sir  Wm.  Wyndham,  sir  Joseph 
Jekyll,  lord  Molesworth,  and  Mr.  Butler, 
raember  for  Sussex,  who  wer^  against  the  mo- 
tion, desired  to  know,  Whether  we  were  to 
give  72,000/1  to  Sweden,  besides  the  n^aintain- 
ifig  agreat  fleet  with  6,000  seamen  in  the  Baltic, 
which  they  thought  a  sufficient  chtfrge  to  ^the 
nation,  without  paying  so  great  a  subsidy  ? 
lJrg*ng>  That  before  this  last  Treaty  with 
Sweden,  there  had  been  a  rupture  between  the 
two  nations ;  and  hostilities  and  great  depreda- 
tions committed  by  the  Swedish  privateers  on 
our  merchants;  so  that  before  any  Subsidy  be 
l^iren  to  that  crown,  accounts  ought  first  tu  be 
stated  and  settled,  find  it  might  appear  upon 
the  balance,  that  Sweden  is  indebted  to  us. 
.  To  this  it  was  answered,  by  Mr.  Robert 
Walpole,  Mr.  Horatio  Walpole,  Mr.  Lech- 
mere,  lord  Barrington,  and  other  courtiers. 
That  the  Subsidy  allowed  to  Sweden  by  this 
last  Treaty,  and  the  squadron  sent  to  their  as- 
sistance, was  no  more  than  had  been  stipulated 
by  former  engagements :  but  that  the  said  sub-^ 
sidy  was  not  like  .to  be  demanded  any  more, 
t)ie  preliminaries  of  the  .peace  between  the 
Czar  of  Muscovy  and  the  crown  of  Sweden, 
being  in  a  manner  settled.  Neither  did  the 
king  desire  aiiy  new  tax  for' it,  the  Land  end 
Mak-tax  being  sufficient  to  answer  all  this 
year's  e^ences. 

Mr.  iC.  Walpole  added,  That  he  was  ex- 
tremely glad,  lie  could  at  the  same  time  ac- 
^uaiot  the  Uowte,  that  hii  jnajest/^endeaTOort 


to  procure  a  general  peace  had  been  so  sacces^^ 
ful,  that  an  advantageous  Treaty  with  Spain 
was  actually  agreed  on  and  signed. 

Hereupon,  the  motion  for  a  Supply  being 
carried  without  a  division,  the  next  question 
was.  That  the  House  go  into  a  committee  tu 
consider  of  that  motion :  The  country  party 
woald  fain  have  put  ic  off  to  a  long  day;  but 
the  courtiers  having  moved  for  the  19th,  it  was 
carried  without  dividing. 

June  19.  The  Commons  went  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  to  consider  of  the 
motion  for  a  Supply ;  and  at  the  same  time 
took  into  consideration  both  his  majesty's 
Message,  and  the  late  Treaty  with  Sweden, 
upon  which  there  arose  a  very  warm  debate. 

Sir  W.  Wyndham  declared  himself  against 
the  Subsidy  to  Sweden,  as  an  unnecessary 
charge. 

Lord  Mtdesworth  went    to  the  bottom  of, 
and  laid  open,  the  whole  affair  of  the  northern 
war.    His  lordship  said,  That  he  would  go  as 
far,(^  anjkiuan  to   mainuin  and   support  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  the  crown  of  Great  Bri- 
tain ;  but  that,  on  the  other  hand,  he  was  not 
for  squandering  away 'unnecessarily  the  small  re- 
mainder of  the  wealth  of  the  nation.    That  by 
our  late  conduct  we  are  become  the  Allies  of 
the  whole  world,  and  the  bubbles  of  all  our 
allies:    but  when   we  have  occasion  for  our 
aihes,«we  are  obhged  to  pay  them  well ;  and  to 
that  purpose   his  lordship    instanced    in  the 
Dutch  trbops,  tl)at  came  over  to  our  assistance 
in  the  late  Rebellion.     He  added,  That  as  to 
our  alliances  with  Sweden,  it  was  a  matter  of 
great  intricacy  and  nicety ;  becabse  the  treaties 
which  England  has,  in  divers  times,  made  witk 
Sweden,  are  partly  contradictory ;  and  there- 
upon his  lordship  entered  into  a  detail  vof  the 
treaties  of  Roschild  and  Travendall,  made  ia 
the  reigns  of  king  Charles  2,  and  Williano  3. 
That  the  engagements  lately  entered  into  witk 
thei  crown  of  Sweden  were  likewise,  in  some 
measure,  contrary  to  the  treaties  sub^istin^  with 
Denmark  ;  particularly  as  to  the  securing  to 
the  duke  of  Holstein  the  dutchy  of  Sieswick  ; 
and  directly  opposite  to  the  measures  formerly 
concerted  with  the  czar  of  Muscovy,  in  order 
to  engage  hiifi  to  check  the  fierceness  and  am- 
bition of  the  late  king  of  Sweden.    That,  after 
all,  it  seemed  unreasonable  to  expect  that  the 
czar  should  restore  his  conquests,  whilst  otlier 
princes  kept  the  spoils  of  Sweden  :  and  there-, 
fore  in  order  to  engage  the  czar  to  yield  what 
be  had  gained,  it  were  but  just  that  the  king  of 
Prussia  should  give  up  Stetin,  and  the  elector 
of  Hanover,  Bremen,  and  Werden.     His  lord* 
ship  owned,  that  the  distressed  condition   to 
which  the  Swedes  had  been  reduced*,  was  really 
worthy  of  compassion  :  but  that,  on  the  other 
haad,  it  must  be  considered,  that  they  had  been, 
in  great  measure,  the  authors  of  their  own  mis- 
fortunes, by  their  tame  subuii*ision   to  a  des- 
potic,  tyrannical    prince,    and  by  sacrificing 
their  whole  substance  to  enable  him  to  carry 
on  fail  unjast,  ra&b,  and  ambitious  designs ;  and 
that  any  Aation  who  iuUowed  their  example 
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deserved  the  same  fiue.  To  this  purpose,  his 
kutiship  took  notice  of  the  hard  osage  of  the 
sabjecis  of  Mecklenbureh  from  their  priqce, 
which  bj  the  way,  be  shrewdly  insinuated  to 
have  been  u^  of  the  causes  of  the  late  rupture 
with  the  czar ;  but  that  after  all,  Englmnd 
ought  not  to  intermeddle  with  the  a6y  rs  of  the 
empire,  that  the  getting  naval  stores  for  «our 
shipping  was  the  main  advantage  we  reaped 
•iroro  our  trade  in  the  Baltic  :  and  he  owned 
that  hemp  was  a  very  necessary  commodity, 
particularly  at  this  juncture,  [At  chisexpre&ion 
there  was  a  general  laugh]  but  thar,  in  his 
iordship's  opinion,  if  due  encoura^^ement  were 
given  to  some  of  our  plantations  in  America, 
we  might  be  supplied  from  thence,  at  a  much 
cheaper  rate  than  from  Sweden  or  Norway. 

Mr.  Robert  Walpole,  and  Mr.  H.  Walpole  an* 
swered  lord  Molesworth ;  who  being  supported 
by  sir  Joseph  Jekyll,  Mr.  Lechmere  replied  to 
the  latter ;  and  the  question  being  put,  *'  That 
m  Supply  be  granted  to  his  majesty  to  enable 
him  to  make  good  the  Engisgements  he  has  en- 
tered into  with  the  Crown  of  Sweden  }^  It  was 
carried  in  the  Affirmative,  hj  197  voices 
against  136.  Then  another  question  being  put, 
**  That  a  Supply  be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  to 
be  applied  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  masters, 
owners, « and  freighters  of  the  ships  *  Bristol 
Merchant,'  and  <  Turkey  Merchant,'  which 
are  intended  to  bejiumt  and  destroyed  for  pre- 
servation of  his  majesty's  subjects  against  the 
plague  ;  it  was  carried  without  opposition. 

June  20.  Mr.  Farrer  reported  the  two  Reso- 
lutions before -recited  for  granting  a  Supply  to 
his  majesty,  for  the  purposes  therein  men- 
tioned, which  were  agreed  to. 

June  81.  Jhe  Commons,  in  a  grand  com- 
mittee, considered  of  the  Supply,  aud  resolved 
to  grant  to  his  majesty,  I.  '<  A  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding 7S,000/.  to  enable  him  to  make  good 
the  Engagements  he  had  entered  into  with  the 
crown  of  Sweden.  8.  A  sum  not  exceeding 
SS,935/.  to  be  applied  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  owners  of  the  two  ships,  which  were  to  be 
burnt  and  destroyed,  for  the  preservation  of 
his  miyesty's  subjects  against  the  plague." 

Mr,  Grty  Neville's  Speech  in  *the  Houu  of 
Commons  in  favour  b^  Mr.  Aidohie,"]  June  26. 
|iir.  Clayton  reported  the  amendments  made 
in  a  grand  committee  to  the  South-Sea  Suffer- 
ers Bill,  one  of  which  being  disagreed  to,  sir 
Thomas  Cross  moved,  that  tlie  consideration 
of  it  might  be  put  off  till  the  Wednesday  next 
following.  This  motion  was  seconded  by  Mr. 
Budge,  deputy-governor  of  the  South-Sea  Com- 
pany, and  thirded  by  Mr.  Freeman,  who  sug- 
gested, That  it  would  be  mere  advantageous -to 
BMilct  the  IsUe  Directors  in  a  round  sum  of 
Boney,  to  be  levyed  amonte  iherosaltes,  than  to 
confiscate  their  estates  ;  and  pu^  them  in  the- 
bands  of  trustees  :  that  by  the  former  method. 
It  or  1600,000/.  might  be  raised  by  the  lomp, 
which  was  mare  tbim  cooid  he  got  the  ^ther 
way,  and  with  lass  tiooble  and  ebaife.  Bat 
the  UattM4Mt4ic«ma|  to  nU  Iht  vaad^  it 


was  dropt,  and  ^reed  to  consider  the  report 
immediately. 

The  House  hereupon  began  vrith  the  pre- 
amble of  the  Bill,  in  relation  to  which*  two 
points  were  strenuously  debated :  The  first  was, 
that  the  words '  seven  millions  and  upwards,^ 
should  be  altered  into  these  wprcb,  <  an  im* 
'  mense  sura :'  whicU  was  moved  by  Mr. 
Robert  Walpole,  and  supported  by  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  dutchy,  and  Mr.  Uungerford  ; 
but  being  opposed  by  sir  Joseph  Jekyll,  and 
some  other  members,  it  was  carried 'wiibont 
dividing,  tliat  the  words  '  seven  millions  and  up- 
wards' sKpuld  stand. 

The  next  point  was  in  relation  to  Mr.  Aisla* 
bie,  who  in  the  preamble  of  the  Bill  is  chained 
with  breach  of  the  great  trust  in  him  reposed, 
and  that  with  a  view  to  his  own  exorlateat 
profit,  he  had  combined  with  the  late  Direc- 
tors of  the  South-Sea  Company,  in  their  per- 
nicious practices,  and  had  been  guilty  of  most 
dangerous  and  in£sm(^iis  corruptions,  dec.  with 
other  allegations  that  are  made  the  gnumd  ef 
his  punishment,  in  the  enacting  part.  -^r. 
Giles  Earl  moved,  that  these  hard  epithets 
might  eitlier  be  left  out,  or  at  least  softened; 
urging,  among  other  reasons,  that  the  same 
would  leave  an  indelible  blot  upon  his  son,  a 
worthy  gentleman,'  and  a  member  of  that  House, 
and  bis  family,  to  whom  the  House  had  thcxight 
fit  to  allow  a  considerable  estate. 

Mr.  Grey  Neville  spoke  yet  more  at  large 
in  favour  of-  Mr.  Aislabie  as  follows : 

**  Sir,  the  charge  in  the  bill  before  us  against 
the  honourable  person  who  is  the  subject  of 
this  debate.,  consists  of  these  two  articles: 
Breach  of  Trust  and  Corruption.  The  breach 
of  truit  is  grounded  upon  the  8tb,  9th,  and  10th 
resolutions  of  this  House,  upon  whidi  the  hffl 
was  ordered  to  be  brought  in.  These  artitles 
comain  the  several  accusations  of  his  having 
been  privy  to  the  loan  of  the  Exchequer  bil£ 
upon  stock;  his  advising  or  approving  the  first 
money  subscription  at  3,000/.  per  cent,  his  en- 
couraging the  third  money,  subscription  by 
sending  in  a  list. 

**  I  shall  not  enter  into  any  dispute,  whether 
these  facts  can  be  proved  or  not ;  but  taking 
ti>em  for  granted,  I  am  extremely  at  a  loss  to 
find  any  breach  of  trust  in  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  for  having  had  any  share  in  those 
matters. 

*' Does. the  act  of  parliament  direct  the 
treasury  to  take  care  in  what  manner  the  Com-  i 
pany  employed  the  Exchequer  bilb }  There  is 
not  one  word  in  the  act  relating  t6  it.  Does 
the  act  direct  the  treasury  to  take  care  what 
subscription  the  Company  took  in»  and  at  what 
rates?  If  the  act  had  reposed  such  a  trust  in 
the  treasury,  this  honour^ible  person,  and  every 
other  officer  in  it,  would  have  been  highly  to 
blame,  if  they  had  not  kept  a  watchful  eye 
upon  the  Cnvnpfuiy  in  these  tcansactioos :  flnt 
if  the  act  leaves  these  matters  entirely  to  the 
maaa^ment  of  the  CompaaT^  s^hoee  concern 
alone  it  was ;  where  can  the  breach  of  trust  be 
ia  thttretfifff  llitDiNCtMtaMi  the  Cots* 
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bftip  being  ettiem^  surprised  to  fiod,  when 
that  matter  ouqa  to  be  stated  id  the  votes*  that 
bjr  tbosa  very  resolutions  upon  which  this  ho* 
noorable  person  was  condemnedi  his  inno* 
ceoce  of  this  crime  is  as  dear  as  it  is  possible 
to  make  it.  This  I  believe  every  one,  though 
ever  so  prejudiced,  must  be  satisfied  of,  that  . 
takes  but  the  pains  of  considering  cwi0'  or  threo 
of  the  resohitions  together. 

<<  By  the  first  Resolution  we  declare,  Mr. 
Kntght  bought  in  December  in9,  99,000^ 
South  Sea  Stock  fur  this  honourable  person, 
who  paid  him,  as  uppearft  by  the  same  account, 
97,S00/.  for  it.        ' 

*<  By  the  third  ResoliitioD  we  declare,  Mr. 
Knight,  in  February  1719,  by  the  hand  of 
SurmaD,  and  the  broker,  sold  20,000/.  of  the 
same  South  Sea  Stock  at  ISO/,  per  cent,  for  the 
use  and  benefit  of  Mr.  Ablabie;  ho  that  then 
Mr.  Knight  had  26,000/.  of  Mr.  Ai»)abie*s  mtf- 
ney  in  his  hands,  and  likewise  the  remaining 
S,000i.  South  Sea  Stock,  mentioned  in  the  first 
resolntioD,  which  at  175,  the  then  market* 
price,  was  worth  3,500/.  both  sums  together 
making  29,500/.  which  snro  was  certainly  m 
sufficient  secority  for  the  35,000/.  jpskid  by  Mr. 
Knight  on  the  4tb  of  March  following,  for  the 
20,(XX>/.  SoQth^  Sea  Stock,  remaining  in  his 
hands,  till  the  honourable  person  paid  him  the 
rest  of  the  money,  about  6,000/. 

'^  There  could  pot  possibly  be  any  accident 
by  fall  of.  the  stock,  that  could  render  this  a 
bad  secority.  But  it  is  very  well  known,  that 
this  was  not  all  that  the  honourable'  penon 
proved,  ^r.  Knight  had  in  his  hands,  at  the 
time  he  paid  for  this  20,000/.  South  Sea  Stoek. 
Mr.  Sorman  proved  at  the  bar  of  the  House, 
that  Mr.  Knight  had  10,000/.  East  India  Stock 
belonging  to  the  honourable  person  at  thl^ 
time,  which  Weymondsold  proved  he  boushc 
for  him,  9,000/.  of  which  Mr.  Surman  sold  oo 
the  9th  of  March  for  18,900/.  the  whole  at  tliat 
time,  being  worth  21,000/.  Bat,  Sir,  I  haV» 
for  my  information  stated  all  these  matters 
together  in  a  re^lar  manner,  and  1  will  beg 
leave  to  read  it  to  you,  gentlemen,  that 
if  I  anx  mistaken  in  any  point,  I  may  be  s^t 
rigbt. 


pairf  acted  'under  the  authority  of  an  act  of 
parfiaoieat ;  has  any  body  ever  heard,  that  a 
cl^ulCellor  of  the.  exchequer,  ojr  the  lords  of 
the  treasury,  or  a  lord-high-treksurer,  bad 
power  to  controol  or  dispense  with,  or  ffive 
directions  contrary  to  an  act  of  parHaiiMntF 

**  If  any  body  had  a  power  to  eootroiil  them. 
We  had,  and  we  alone,  I  mean  the  whole  par- 
liament then  sitting :  The  Bxehequer  bills  were 
hsoed  and  lent  by  the  Corapanjr,  and  the  first 
aad  secend  subscriptions  uken  in,  long  before 
the  House  rose»  We  sfew  what  they  were 
doing,  did  we  find  fault  with  it  i  No,  quite 
eootraryt  <»e  approved  of  the  two  first  dub- 
lenptioos  by  amitner  act  of  parliament,  even 
in  the  same  sessions  i  and  is  this  honourable 
ptTMn  now  to  be  punished  in  a  most  severe 
maaner  for  what  the  DirectoJrs  did,  by  virtue 
of  a  Jaw  of  oor  making,  and  confirmed  by  ano- 
ther law  after  thoa^  matters  were  over ;  if  there 
Was  airy  breach  of  ^rnst  apy  where,  it  was 
certainly  in  us,  who  alone  had  the  power  of 
putting  a  stop  to  any  pernicious  practices 
•f  the  Directors,  whilst  we  ourselves  were. 
«Uiag. 

**  $at.  Sir,  «re  were  not  to  blame  for  not 
haviag  obstructed  what  they  did  at  that  time, 
&or  was  the  treasury  to  blame,  or  were  the  Di- 
rectors themselves  to  blame,  or  guilty  of  any. 
breach  of  trust  on  these  accountt;  the  taking 
b  subscriptions  and  the  raising  their  stock,  was 
Itwfal  in  itself,  aqd  absolutely  necessary  to 
n^cute  the  scheme,  from  which  the  public 
wu  to  reap  so  great  advantage :  But  the  breach 
oftnut,  the  pernicious  practices  from  whence 
>U  these  calamities  have  nowed,  were  the  mak- 
iag  use  of  the  many  millions  of  money  that 
thej  had  got,  only  to  raise  their  stock  to  an 
imaginary  height,  (^  tending  it  out  to  gamesters 
tad  favtturites,  and  even  without  mnj  reason^ 
able  security  at  all.  They  who  advised  and 
CBoooraged  these  practices,  have  been  the  Di- 
Kctors  in  their  own  wrong,  and  to  the  tnanifcbt 
Wrong  of  many  thousands  of  families.  Bnt 
vpoQ  this  head  this  honourable  person  is  not 
^tfied  by  any  body  whatever. 

'^  The  second  accusation  in  this  bill  brought 
^ost  him,  is  the  charge  of  Corruption,  wjjich 
i*  grounded  upon  the  resolution  that  declares 
Mr.  Knight  held  S0,000/.  South  Sea  Stock  for 
thb  honourable  person,  whilst  this  bill  was  de- 
pending, without  any  money  paid,  or  security 
P»wj  for  the  same.  As  for  this  article,  I  must 
own  I  am  under  great  concern  for  the  dignitv 
of  this  Hoose ;  it  is  certain  that  the  zeal  which 
bai  been  shewn  to  do  justice  upon  oflenders, 
•B^  ta  relieve  unhappy  suflferers,  is  very  com- 
loendable :  but  whether  that  zeal  has  not  cat- 
^  ns  9omething  too  far  in  this  matter,  I 
codfess  I  very  nuich  fear :  It  is  not  to  be  ex- 
pected, thai  when  this  honourable  person 
y»«!e  his  defence,  what  he  said  in  his  own 
joifification  could  be  peifectly  understood,  es- 
peciafiy  on  this  head,  it  being  the  result  of 
•**efa|  accounts,  which'  very  few  people  can 
J*ny  along  with  them  in  a  debate :  I  must  own 
I  was  not  capable  of  doibg  it.  and  I  toM  not 

VOL.VH. 


The  State  of  Mr.  Aislabie's  Account  with  Mr. 
Knight,  upon  the  Votes  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  Mr.  Surman's  Bvidence 
givf n  at  the  bar,  March  Q,  1720. 

Itobert  Knight  Dr. 

1719.  £'        ^ 

Decemb.  To  cash,  paid  him  ift 

bank-notes    -    -    -     t7,80O    O 
Feb.  1«.    To  Sd.OOO/.  South  Sea 
stock    sold  by  Wy- 
mondsold  at  130    -     28,000    O 
To  2,000/.  South  Sea 
stock    renmining    in 
his  hfinds  at  175      -       3,f00    O 
Mmt.9.     To  9,000/.  East  lofiia 

sfock  sold  by  Surman       , 

and  Wymondsold,  at 

210      .    -    •    •    ;^  1«,9M  ^ 
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To  1,000/.  EMt  In^ 
stock  reaiminiof  in  bit 
baodsiU^lO       •    •       t,100    0 
"■  ■     I 
78,300    0 
Cr. 

Dccemb.  By  33.000/.  South  Sc« 

stock  bought  bj  Strode 

At  several  piices  -  37,800  0 
Mtr.  4.     By  ^0,000/.  South  Sea 

stock  buuj^bt  by  Wf  y- 

inoD()8old   «t  several 

prices  -----  ZSfi67  10 
By  balance  due  to  J«  A.  .  15,143  10 


78,300    0 

.  "  By  this  Account  it  appears.  Sir,  as  plain 
\h  6eures  can  make  it,  that  Mr.  Knight  paid 
for  this  stock  witli  this  gentleman's  money,  and 
bad  at  that  time,  or  in  a  few  days  alter,  a 
balance  over  and  above  in  bib  bauds,  due  to  tbe 
hon.  person,  above  15,000/. 

''  But,  Sir,  there  is  still  another  evidence 
upon  our  votes,  which  is  stronger,  if  possible, 
thau  this,  and  which  convinced  me  more  that 
this  stock  was  bought  with  this  gentleman's 
own  money;  and  that  he  alone  was  to  run  all 
the  hazard  relating  to  it,  thau  any  living  evi- 
dence whatever  that  could  be  i^iven  about  it: 
I  mean  the  letter  by  which  the  hon.' person  or- 
dered Mr.  Weymondsold  to  buy  this  stock  for 
him  ;  which  order  is  mentioned  in  our  fourth 
resolution,  and  the  letter  itself  is  upon  your 
t^bla :  This  letter  was  undoubtedly  writ  before 
this  inquiry  could  be  thought  of;  this  letter 
was  writ  by  a  great  officer  to  a  common 
broker.  Ac  that  time,  certainty  there  could 
'  be  no  occasion  of  any  art  or  management  be- 
,twixt  these  two  persons  on  this  account.  If 
any  thing  can  give  us  tbe  cleai^rst  light  into  this 
transaction,  it  must  be  this  letter:  Give  me 
.  leave  to  read  it. 

*  Sir ;  I  received  yovM,  and  did  not  write  to 
'Mr.  Knight  as  you  fancied*  but  If  ft  it  all  to 
'  you  ;  if  you  can  make  it  up  3P»OpO/.  I  would 
'  stop  there,  since  it  has  risen  up^  us  so  fast. 

*  I  am  vours,  J.  A.     March  1,  1719.    P.  8. 

•  I  will  desire  Mr.  Knight  to  pay  yon  tbe 
«  money.' 

"  Py.this  evidence  produced  by  the  Secret 
Comimttee  against  the  hon.  person,  it  plainly 
appears  to  be  his  stock ;  and  by  this  letter  be^ 
is  laid  ttiider  an  obligatien  |o  accept  and  pa^ 
for  it,  whether  it  bad  risen  4r  fallen ;  and  this 
is  law,  and  this  is  practice.  In  tbe  next  pla<ie, 
jt  prpves  it  to  be  the  gentleman's  own  money, 
and  not  the  Company's;  because  he  restrains 
tbe  broker  from  buying  more,  because  tbe  stock 
/o^  so  fast,  which  is  not  a  reason  to  be  given, 
if  the  Company  had  been  to  run  tbe  nM{M, 
and  not  the  hon.  gent,  bat  the  contrary'.  But 
what  is  mere  convincing  that  it  was  not  done 
}n  tanotrt  wlthJ^c  Knigliti  isi^tbat  the  boo. 


person  says.  He  did  not  write. to  Knight^  «•  kc 
fancied,  but  left  it  alf  to  WeyoMiodsoid. 

*<  Thus,  Sir,  it  is  plain,  tnat  unlets  we  us- 
vote  what  we  voted,  nem.  com,  in  pur  fint  reeo- 
lutioB,  and  what  ,we  voted  in  the  third  resoki- 
tioD,  and  unless  we  disprove  thia  letter  just 
mentioned,  and  unless  Mr.  Surman  were 
in  the  castle  of  Antwerp,  it  will  be  impossible 
for  us  to  go  about  to  make  good  this  charge  of 
corruption  against  tbe  hon.  person  ;  bnt  everj 
account,  every  circumstance,  everr  evideace 
^e  shall  produce  against  him,  will  be  very 
strongly  for  him. 

^  Therefore,  I  hope,  gentleman  will  consi- 
der what  they  are  going  to  do.  I  am  aaiiafied, 
in  the  present  temper  people  are,  every  step 
we  shall  take  towards  the  relief  of  the  unhappy 
sufferers,  will  be  applauded  by  thousands  and 
ten  thousands ;  but  m  a  little  time  the  fury  will 
certainly  abate,  when  we  have  done  all  we  can 
for  theiu,  and,^  perhaps^  that  all  not  satisfy 
many. 

**  It  behoves  us  to  carry  our  views  forward, 
and  to  consider  bow  Sre  shall  look  oar  country 
in  tite  face  if  we  cannot  jubtify  our  acuons, 
when  they  shall  come  to  be  considered  calmly. 
And  who,  indeed,  will  be  able  to  justify  the 
destroying  a  gendeman's  reputation,  aod  tear- 
ing his  estate  from  him,  and  putting  bink  under 
the  mo&t  cruel  torture,' the  severest  penalties 
and  incapacities,  nor  only  without  evidence  of 
the  crimes  laid  to  his  charge,  but  coiurary  to 
tbe  strongest  evidence  of  his  innocence. 

**  Are  we  to  take  away  a  man's  reputatioi 
aod  estate  for  a  breach  of  trust  in  matters  that 
were  not  in  any  manner  committed  to  his 
care ;  for  cciufederating  with  people  who  all 
deny  they  ever  conmiunicated  their  counsels  or 
measures  to  him  in  any  of  their  unwantintable 
practices  ?  For  corruptiony  when  by  our  own 
state  of  the  case  there  is  no  appearance  of 
corruption  in  that  transaction,  but  quite  the 
contrary? 

«  This  would  not  be  punishment,  bot  cruel- 
ty; it  would  not  be  restitution,  but,  in  my 
opinion,  downright  robbery.  This  would  be 
an  act  of  violence  and  tyranny  unheard  of  ia 
any  British  parliament.  Aod  as  the  thing  it- 
self is  unheard-of  and  unprecedented,  ao  » tbs 
manner  of  coming  at  it.  Whoever  heard  of  a 
bill  of  attainder  ^enacting  ell  the  puoiabmeoti 
that  can  be  inflicted  except  loss  of  life  and 
limb)  tacked  to  another  bill  ?  Neitber  is  ii  a 
single  tack,  but  a  chain  of  bills  linked  together, 
of  the  condemned  and  accused,  of  tbe  dead 
and  the  living :  but  I  will  confine  myself  to  the 
person  whose  case  is  now  in  question;  aod 
pray  let  ns  see  bow  that  case  stands. 

**  First,  a  hill  is  ordered  to  be  broogibt  ia 
■gainst  that  hon.  person,  to  prevent  bim  fimos 
foiog  out  of  tbe  kmgdom  and  alienating  hises^ 
tate,  that  both  his  person  and  his  ^Htuae  may 
be  liable  to  pariiameotar^  justice,  if  beabooU 
be  found  foakj  of  die  cnmes  laid  to  bb  charge. 
This  bill  IS  read  twice,  and  then  ordered  to  be 
committed :  upon  tbe  motion  for  commitmeot, 
some  gentleoMn  art  appr^beosirc,  timi  tki 
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>ill,  stngiy  hy  itself,  may  cimnce  not  "to  pass  the 
ioii«e  -of  Lords  :  th  prevent  any  sndi  accident ^ 
he  Committee  is  directed  to  consolidMe  this 
itH  (which  as  I  \t&ve  already  said,  is  ^  bill  in 
^rdei*  to  brin^  a  man  to  rrial)  with  a  bBI  to 
>anish  thirty-fh'e  persons  already  convicted  of 
:reac  offences,  by  two  several  acts  of  par- 
immeot. 

**  Is  this  all?  No.  As  some  i^entleroen 
vcre  jealous  that  the  Lords  would  not  pa^s 
his  bill  singly,  which  was  to  make  tfat  non. 
>erson  to  discover  his  estate ;  other  gentlemen 
vere  as  doubtrol  whether  matters  might  not 
nke  such  a  turn,  and  circumstances  he  so 
nach  altered,  that  in  another  session  the  Lords 
night  be  as  unwilling  to  take  his  estate  away 
when  discovered ;  and  therefore  as  nothing  is 
ike  Che  present  timejor  doing  of  business,  and 
ftll  delays  are  dangerous  in  things  of  this  na- 
;nrc,  by  another  instruction  to  the  said  Com- 
nittee,  the  hon.  person's  estate  b  to  be  coniis« 
rated  ;  and  lest  it  should  meet  with  great  dif-' 
iculties  elsewhere,  as  has  been  already  ob- 
served, thb  punishment  is  to  be  jacked  to  the 
brmer  punishment,  which  was  before  tacked 
:o  the  bill  against  the  directors. 

**  Any  body  would  imagine  that '  here  cer- 
tainly wonld  be  an  end ;  Irat,  n6.  Why,  what 
lan  be  done  next  ?  What,  is  he  to  be  hanged  ? 
[ndeed  hanzing  would  have  been  a  very  safe 
way  of  woning,  and  would  have  efieotoally 
prevented  this  gentleman,  who  is  known  to 
have 'some  talents,  from  making  use  of  them  at 
Moy  tioie  hereafter  against  those,  who  be  may 
rmagine  have  dealt  very  hardly  by  him ;  but 
lomething  else  is  proposed  that  answers  just 
the  same  purpose,  and  that  is,  m  disability  in 
Lhe  bon.  person  from  receiving  any  favour 
from  the  crown,  and  from  sitting  or  voting  in 
either  House  of  Parliament.  Tms  severe,  this 
dangerous  punishment,  for  the  reasons  above- 
mentioned,  is  likewise  ucked  to  the  last  men- 
tioned punishment,  which  was  tacked  to  a 
former  punishment,  and  so  on. 

"  Was  any  thing  like  this  ever  heard  of  in 
my  age  before  ?  was  ever  any  Englishman  used 
in  sucn  a  manner  ^  a  gentleman  is  locked  up 
in  «  prison,  at  a  great  distance  from  his  friends, 
It  a  great  disunce  from  the  knowledge  of  what 
lasses  in  thb  House,  comparatively  to  what  it 
vould  be  if  he  had  his  Hberty :  and  here  are  we 
akingaway  hisrepuUtion,taking  awayhis  estate, 
Dotting  him  under  cruel  and  ignominious  inca- 
mciries;  not  by  the  summary  way  of  a  bill, 
)Ut  by  a  new  invented  and  more  summary  way, 
>y  a  clause  incorporated  into  another  bill  in  a 
Committee. 

**  Is  this  oar  boasted  liber^  f  b  thb  our 
lap^  constitution,  that  b  such^  m  barrier  to 
)or  lives  and  propertief  [ — ^No,  Sir,  this  is  not 
:be  constitution  of  parliament ;  thb  b  what 
»ur  ancestors  neter  heard  of:  the  several 
PorBS  that  alt  bills  ought  to  pass  through,  have 
been  wisely  provided,  to  give  time  and  oppor- 
tunity for  application  on  one  side,  and  consi- 
deration on  Ibe  other;  and  without  these 
ftratt,  a  toaa  tf&y  bt  Jsorrifld  out  bf  bb  lift, 


his  Hberty,  or  his  estate,  in  as  tyrjinnicnl  a 
tnanner  as  under  'll»e  gov<?rnment  of  Peter 
Alexowitt. 

•**  When  leave  is  given  to  offer  a  clause,  no- 
body can  tell  exactly  what  thnt  cinuse  will  be,  • 
till  It  is  in  the  Committee:  and  before  the  per- 
son that  is  to  suffer  by  it  can  be  fully  ap- 
prized of  it,  the  clause  is  parsed,  and  there  is 
no  opportunity  of  opposing  if,  but  upon  the  Re- 
port, or  at  the  thhrd  reading ;  and  every  body 
knows  bow  difficult  the  one  is,  and  how  vain 
the  other  :  all  the  unfortunate  person's  friends 
can  do,  is  only,  like  Job's  messengers,  to  ac-' 
quaint  him  from  time  to  time  with  some  iresh 
calamity  that  has  befallen  him. 

"  Sir,  I  freely  declare,  I  value  our  constito- 
tion  above  all  things  on  earth  ;  and,  I  think, 
those  rebels  that  fought  at  Dunblain  and  Pres- 
ton to  destroy  it,  and  who,  by  setting  n  popish 
bigotfed  tyrant  upon  the  throne,  would  have 
deprived  us  of  our  religion  and  liberties,  as  well 
as  our  estates,  grater  criminals  than  those  who 
used  indirect  arts  last  summer  ta  get  ouir  mo- 
ncir  from  us :  nay,  I  think  them  jveater  crimi- 
nals than  even  those  guardians  of  orphans  and 
tnfafHs  who  flung  their  wards  into  the  stocks^ 
when  they  themselves  sold  out  at  excessive  ^ 
high  prices;  and  bv  leaving  those  unhappy 
wretches  iu  that  gulph  of  perdition,  made  a 
golden  bridge  for  thoniselves-to  escape  upon. 
Obliging  these  hypocrites  to  make  restitution 
to  those  most  uniiappy  sufferers,  would  be  a 
piece  of  the  highest  jultiee,  both  in  tlie  sight  of 
Ood  and  man.  But  my  just  concern  Tor  those 
miserable  creatures  has  carried  me  a  littl# 
from  ray  subject. 

"  When  I  My,  Sir,  that  I  value  our  cons^- 
tution  so  highly,  it  is  because  of  its  beiifg  &• 
strong  a  fortress  against  all  the  sodden  irrup* 
tioos  of  arbitrary  power  in  every  shape :  it 
consbts  in  this,  that  no  roan  can  suffer  loss  of 
life,  or  limb,  or  reputation,  or  liberty,  or  es* 
tate,  but  upon  a  fair  trial,  and  by  the  judgment 
of  his  peers  in  all  common  cases ;  and  in  the 
most  extraordinary  cases,  where  the  iegislatore 
interposes,  the  trial  is  to  be  by  a  bill ;  in  such 
a  case,  leave  must  be  first  given  to  bring  m 
that  bill ;  then  it  most  he  read  a  first,  and 
then  m  second  time,  af^rwavds  committed, 
then  reported,  and  read  a  third  time ;  after 
which.  It  goes  through  all  the  same  forms  in 
the  House  of  Lords,  where  a  roan  has  all  the 
same  opportunities  of  making  his  defence,  and 
their  lordships  hav^  as*  free  a  liberty  of  judging, 
as  the  Commons  bad  before. 

'<  In  the  last  place,  it  oom^s  to  the'royi^ 
assent,  and  there  is  room  for  application  for 
mercy,  and  the  bill  may  be,  af^er  all,  rejected. 

«  But,  Sir,  if  instead  of  all  these  checks  opoii 
the  sudden  resolutions  of  the  judges,  and  all 
these  opporto nines  of  defence  of  the  person 
accused,  a  man  may  be  destroyed  at  once,  by 
a  clause  offered  in  a  Comrorttee,  and  tacked 
to  a  money  bill,  or  any  other  bill  of  a  more 
popular  kind,  which  the  whole  nation  may  ex- 
pect should  pass,  and  consequently  both  the 
Lords  mud  the  «rowii  be  4eprivttt^  thtir  free 
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jttdgiueot ;  and  hj  that  nieaot  be  stmck  oot  of 
the  tegtsUCurey  I  do  not  see  bow  our  cofutitu- 
tion  CU1  be  more  eflfectuallj  sabverted.  Tbis 
would  be  tearing  up  parlieaienis  by  tbe  reots, 
and  destrojrmg,  at  one  blow,  all  tbat  our  an- 
cestors and  we  have  been  so  long  struf^gliog  to 
preserve.  An  act  of  this  nature  wiHild  be  a 
greater  ioiquitjr  than  any  of  tke  directors  did 
or  could  commit,  and  would  obliterate  their 
pffeucetyby  conveying  down  to  posterity  greater 
crimes  (baa  they  were  ev^r  guiMy  of. 

'*  I  hope.  Sir,  we  shaU  not  do  them  such  a 
service  at  our  own  expence^  and  therefore  I  am 
ibr  leaving  the  hon.  person  out  of  this  bill,  and 
for  going  on  against  him,  as  we  at  first  ^t  out, 
in  a  just  fair  parltaniemary  way,  to  the  end, 
that  if  he  has  been  guilty  of  any  faults,  lie  may 
Xte  punished  for  them ;  hut  I  am  not  for  p«- 
aishing  hira  for  other  persons'  faults,  much  les« 
am  I  tor  punishing  him  iu  such  a  monstrous, 
sn  such  a  violent  mauner,  as  will  declare  to  ail 
iha  world,  I  hat  we  c«iuld  not  make  good  our 
charge  against  him,  bat  yet  were  resolved  to 
sacrifice  him,  and  even  die  coustitutioa  itself 
nvith  him." 

Mr,  Neville  was  answered  by  sir  Joseph 
Uekyll,  Mr.  Spencer  Cowper  aad  Mr.  Free- 
inan,  who  insisted,  that  tboagh  the  facts  men- 
tioned in  the  preamble  could  not  be  legally 
proved,  yet  the  House  being  satisfied  in  their 
consciences  of  the  truth  of  those  facts,  from 
the  evidence  tbat  bad  appeared  before  tbeio, 
tbe  same  was  aujiciant  for  that  House.  Sir 
Joseph  having  spoke  with  6ome  veiiemeuce 
upon  that  heM,  Mr.  Neville  made  some  smart 
reflections  upon  him :  but  though  Mr.  Robert 
^  Walpole  and  Mr.  Lechmere  spoke  likewise  in 
behalf  of  Mr.  Ai^labie,  yet  were  tbey  not  able 
to  stem  the  tide  which  run  so  strong  against 
hira,  that  it  was  carried  without  dividing,  to 
let  the  words  in  the  preamble,  relating  to  him, 
continue.         • 

Debate  in  tke  Conmume  concerning  the  for' 
ffited  E$^at»€fthe  South  Sea  Direcloit.]  June 
Si8.  The  Hoose  went  through  all  the  Schedules 
fl^  the  Estates  of  the  late  Sub-Governor,  De- 
puty-Govemo/,  Directors,  &c.  of  the  South* 
Sea  Company,  and  agreed  witli  the  Comnriitee, 
as  to  the  illowances  given  ibeto,  (See  p.  834)  ex- 
cept Mr.  Astf  irs,  to  whom  ihey  gave  10»000/. 
air  Lambert  Blackwell,  who  bad  16,000^  sir 
John  Blunt,  who  got  5,000/.  and  Mr.  Hawes 
5,000/.  It  i^as  moved  to  reduce  sir  Theodore 
Janssen*s  allowance  to  30,000/.  but  upon  a 
cHvision^  it  was  carried  in  the  negative  by  a  great 
maiority. 

Tlien  a  Clause  was  offered  by  colonel  Earle 
to  be  adfled  to  the  Bill,  in  fiivour  of  Mr.  Ais- 
labie,  viz.  for  excepting  from  the  forfeiture,  his 
coontnr  house,  gardens,  and  *park,  as  al^to  his 
lady's  jewels  and  houshold  coods;  which  was 
brought  op  and  read,  and  a  debase  arising,(bere» 
upon,  the  same  wiis  adjourned  to  the  ineat 
day,  wlien  it  was  agreed  to  witlloot  any  di- 
vision. 

This  beiif  over,  tbe  venwiMkr  of  tbe  uitktg 


was  spent  in  a  debate  of  near  three  bonii  apoe 
tbe  questibn.  Whether  as  tbe  Bill  stood,  lo  vtit 
tbe  ibrfetted  Estates  in  Uusteet,  ortoaabt 
the  late  Directors  and  others,  at  a  certaiasiB^ 
A  clause  for  the  Mulct  was  offered  by  Mr, 
Hatcheson,  who  proposed  a  asillaon  and  hslf 
sterling,  sir  Thomas  Cross  moved  for  1,400^000JL 
but  not  agreeing  upon  tbestlm,  tbe  debate  mm 
a4ioah)ed  to  tb^  3d  of  July. 

July  3.  The  House  resumed  tbe  adjonas^ 
debase  upon  the  Clause  ofiered  to  be  added  to 
tlie  Sufiereie'  Bill,  vis.  That  the  Estate  of  which 
the  late  Mr.  Craggs,  sen.  was  possessed  io  Uct 
17 19,  be  vested  in  the  bands  of  the  trus^esa^ 
pointed  by  tbis  Bill  to  dispose  of  the  estate  sf 
the  late  Directors ;  which  being  stfeitoeittlj 
opposed  by  the  court  party,  was  upon  a  divnioo 
carried  in  tbe  negative,  by  104  voices  agaiort 
90. 

Then  sir  John  Eyles,  hart,  proposed  tbstt 
dause  for  vesting  the  estates  of  ibefurieitiag 
persons  in  themselves,  and  only  laying  a  aolct 
upon  them,  might  be  read,  which  being  done  S6> 
cordingly,  sir  Thomas  Cross  spoke  to  it,  sod 
suggested, ''  That  it  were  mare  aidvuntageoai  to 
the  public,  eithc^r  to  mulct  the  Directors^  sr 
to  allow  xhem  15  per  cent,  out  of  their  esutts 
for  proBuyt  payment,"  but  this  being  warsdf 
opposed  hy  Mr.  Jessop,  Mr.  Mibier,  sir  Ksp 
tbaniel  Gould,  and  lord  Molesworth,  tbevs- 
tion  for  reading  the  said  clause  a  secuad  bin 
was  rejected  witboui  a  dnrision. 

The  South  Sen  Sufferer^  Bittpiuset  fkCff- 
moM,]  July  6.  The  engrcvssed  Suff^r^^  M 
was  read  a  third  time  with  ^  n^  tifle,  vs. 
^  A  Bill,  for  raising  money  upon  tbe  Estates  of 
'  the  late  Sub-Governor,  Depury -Governor, 
*  Oh-ectorsi  tec  J*  which,  with  other  amend- 
ments, was  passed  and  sent  up  to  the  Lurdsby 
Mr.  Clayton.  It  is  observable,  that  after  di« 
third  reading  over  the  whoile  Bill,  which  took 
up  above  two  hours,  Mr.  Milncr  proposed  s 
nderto  be  added  to  it,  importing,  That  dff 
houshold  goods,  plate,  linen,  &c.  of  the  Di- 
rectors, might  be  excepted  out  of  the  Bill; 
but  this  motion  was  rejected  with  disdain. 

The King*4  Menage reUiimgto  tkeCml  IM 
Debti.]  July  U.  Mr.  Meibnea  ac<piaiiited 
the  Commons,  ti»at  he  had  a  Message  stgH 
hy  his  majesty,  which  was  read  by  Mr.  Spsa^tf 
as  follows : 

^  His  majesty  finds  it  necessary  to  aoqaii«t 
his  loyal  House  of  Commons  with  the  diffiost- 
ties  he  labours  under,  by  reason  of  Debts  cm* 
traded  in  hii  civil  government,  which  heiq^ 
computed  to  Lady-^ay  last,  do  amount  teaois 
than  bbOfiOOL 

"  If  tbe  provision,  made  by  an  act  ef  die 
last  seisi<^n  of  parliament,  (or  diat^aiCiBI^ 
Debt,  had  not  hitherto  proved  in  a  veiy  P^ 
degree  ineffectual,  his  mafeaty  bad  not  «<■ 
under  a  neeessky  of  ^p)yiag  again  le  fed** 
ment  upon  tlM  oooasien ;  but  benig  v***^ 
to  cause  a  retrenchment  lobe  made  of  his  Cifs 
litt«ipcB0Ci  far  «be  te^i^  ntdifdwj^ 
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•sch«retreictoenK  euuMt  wdlb«  ^ffecu4» 
^witboat  dischargiDg  the  pretest  «rrMn,  has  or- 
-^red  the  Accounts  tberaof  to  be  kid  before 
^e  House,  mod  hopes  be  mny  bt  impowertd 
zo  raise  ready  mooey  for  that  purpose,  on  the 
Ovil  list  revenues ;  wbicb,  to  a? oid  the  laying 
any  aprr  harden  on  his  people,  his  n^esty 
proposes  shall  be  replaced  to  th^  Civil  List, 
aind  reiflsbaned,  l^y  a  dcdudioB  to  be  niade 
out  of  tbe  Saiaries  «od  Wages  of  all  offices, 
Aod  the  penaonsi  and  other  payneats^  from 
tbe  crowa.'' 

JMaie in tU  Commmu thereon]  Affctr 4be 
•reading  of  tliis  M«ssag^ 

Mr.  Shiftpen  stood  up,  aad  took  notioe  of 
tbis  near  aimI  unusual  method  of  asking  for  aso- 
aiey,  not  from  the  throno,  and,  at  the  bqiieniug 
£i€  a  aession;  as  it  had  alwi^s  been  the  ouatom 
aa  forwor  reiens  i  bat  dow«  by  a  inessage,  «o- 
•arards  the  end  of  the  session,  when  mast  of  tbe 
«aea»bers  were  gone  4)omet  look  rouad  •about 
4bie  HoQ««e,  genUemen,  said  liev  *m1  see  bow 
dfew  members  are  ^tftsaot,  when  a  bubinemof 
i.abis  coasequsbce  is  to  be  debated.  But  be^ 
jiidcs  ihe  unsc?asonabkaess  uf  tbe  time,  Mr. 
^bippen  observoi^  That  this  Message  «vas  no 
l«ss  eacranrdioary  as  to  another  €|iroamiUM»oe, 
4ot  whereas  the  Wave  and  Means  of  raising 
-supplies  af«pe  alms  Wttothe  Commoas;  here 
not  only  the  sam,  but  the  way  of  raising  it,  was 
-MNSted  oat  St»  them,  ^hich  wss  «iakii^  tbe 
Jiouseaperfoct  pariiamant  of  Paris.  That  if 
4liingswere  bmni^ht  to  that  pass,  it  might  be 
.aasv  for  any  lung,  whenever  he  thoa^t  4it,  to 
laake  himself arbttsary^  smd  absahiie  master  of 
^or  liberties  and  properties:  concladii^  he 
'wras  sure,  that  the  gentleman,  who  had  advised 
4he  aiiktng  for  vuob  a  sum,  in  that  manner, 
^meaatng  Mr.  Bobert  Walpole)  would  bav« 
-been  <»f  a  qoite  oontfary  mind  four  yearn  ano ; 
•Imt  that  it  was  OBoal  for  men's  judgments  to 
aher  as  thtn*  ioiewsts  lead  them.*— Bat  Mr. 
fihippen  not  beinc  laconded,  it  was  resolved  to 
take  the  King's  Memage  into  oonsidenttion-tbe 
next  day,  in  a  cemnsittoe  of  the  whole  liouse. 

July  13.  The  Commons,  in  a  graad  Com- 
iaitlaa,took  tHe  said  \Acoonnt  and  Message 
into  considerjrtion ;  ani  Mr.  Shippen  having 
Apoke  much  to  the  same  purpose,  as  he  did  the 
day  before,  was  aasiweiad  -by 

Mr.  Rohert  Waipok^  who  shewed  die  oc^ 
«a8ian,iQKl  peasonahianesvof  the  king*s  Message, 
the  tenderaem  aid  regard  hi^^  majesty  expressed 
an  it  for  #)e  ease^)f  hb  aubjects,  and  the  ne- 
cessity of  complying  with  bis  majesty's  gracioos 
^nms  and  intentions.    He  was  seconded  by 

Mr.  Xoauad^,  who  enid.  That  six>pence  in 
<bef»eiind  on  -all  the  Civil  list  Funds  would 
answer  the  parpoaeL;  fapit,  Mr.  i^ultsney,  w^d 
■air- Joseph  Jekyil,  were  of  opinion  that  it  would 
mofrdo,  aiad  therefore  they  moved  for  oneshil- 
lioiS  in  the  pound;  adding,  That  if  this  were 
40O  miieb^te  ^  fiBsent  -oecasion,ftbe)eerr- 
fins  might  tga  ^oanaads  *«bt  •dischai;ga  -sf-tbe 
l^|iUic4^bu. 
>   Mi^  IBkpm-f  upon  this  last  camideratiop, 


moved  for  one  shilling  and  siz-peika  in  ^tbe 
pound,  and  that  the  tax  might  extend  to'  alt' 
military  officers,  whose  pay  was'  above  tea 
sbidings  a  day. 

This  being  opposed  by  Mr.  R.  Walpole,  Mr. 
Sloper  aosweKd  him,  and  Mr.  liowndes  re- 
plied to  Mr.  Sloper,  whose  motion  was  i>ackod 
by  Mr.  Artbul'  Moore,  and  Mr.  Hernec  bot 
Mr.  Walpole,  and  Mr.  Lowndes,  having  egaia 
replied,  Mr.  Sloper's  motion  was  dropt. 

Then  the  i^nestioa  was  put,  whether  one 
shilling,  or  six-pence  in  the  pound  be  laid  oa 
all  paymenu  oat  of  the  Civil  List ;  and  it  was 
carried  for  one  shilling,  by  one  voice  only,  via» 
11  Jl  voles  against  llO.  After  this  tbe  amia 
question  was  pui^  That  one  shilling  in  tbe  pound 
be  given  on  all  payments  out  oi  the  Civil  List  ^ 
towaids  a  fand  for  paying  tbe  interest  of 
500^000/.  and  for  sinking  part  of  tbe  National 
Debts,  which  •was  oacried  by  153  voices  against 
63. 

July  14.  Mr,  Farrer  reported  the  Beaelation 
of  the  said  Cofesmittee.  Upon  which  Mr* 
Lowndes  BM>ved,  That  the  House  do  not  agree 
with  the  Coasmittee  in  the  said  Hesoluyon,  and 
that  the  said  tax  be  altered  to  siapenoe  ia 
the  pound    Ueieopoa 

Mr.  Hmngerjwd  took  ndtice,  T^at  this  tas 
was  inoonsisteitt  with  the  resolution  ukea  this 
session  for  a  laud  tas,  importing.  That  three 
sfasMingS  in  tbe  pound,  and  no  more,  be  laid  oa 
all  lands,  saianes,  4>ensioes  (&c  Tlau  theie 
was,  indeed,  a«  instance  of  such  a  tax  in  the 
lale  queen's  reign,  when  500,<MK^.  were  rtiiiid 
much  in  the  aaine  aaanaer,  for  the  Civil  I^ : 
bet  that  this  was  then  called  (Wbinism,  (tbe  -eart 
of  Oxford's  name,  who  was  then  pruae  annistary 
being  Robert)  and  he  feared  this  would  henr 
the  same  name. 

Mr.  Treby  anaweved  Mr.  Uanierferd,  m 
Mr.  Clayton  did  Mr.  Trfcb|y,whp  wasansweaed 
by  Mr.  Heory  Pelham,  and  tbe  latter  by  lerd 
Stanbepe.    Hereupon 

Mr.  Robert  Walpole  aaswered  meat  ef  tbe 
olfactions  that  bad  been  afiersd  on  tbe  nppn**- 
ing  side.    But 

Mr.  FuUemy  observed,  That  be  bad  aot 
always  been  of  the  opinion  lie  now  seemed  to 
be  of;  that  his  mind  alteted  as  he  was  in  or 
out  ef  place :  and  as  he  might  be  out  in  a 
twelve-month's  time,  so  be  might  then  be  ef 
another  opinion.   To  this   . 

Mr.  R.  Wnlpole  nepliad.  That  it  was  poisi^ 
ble,  indeed,  he  might  be  4Mit  igain  t  but  when* 
ever  that  liappened,  he  should  be  gkad  to  resigi 
to  a^pemon  of  so  much  amrit  as  Mr.  Fnlaene|t» 
The  latter  tetnrned  the  ooapliment;  after 
which,  air  Joseph  Jekyll  spoke  for  the  motien 
of  one  abilling  m  tbe  pound ;  but  the  que^tiaa 
being  pet  tliereupen,  it  was  oanied  in  the 
negative,  by  a  m^oii^  of  tSS  voieas.againstM, 

And  tben.it  vras  rasoWad,  withaut  dividing. 
That  his  fM\^y  be«nabled  toMise  anyama 
aot  eaeeediag  AQOifiQOl.  to  dischaiye  dm 
aneamenddehts  npo^the  Civil  List,  b^  oai»r 
segadednetkioiaotMeeediag  siapeaoein  ihe 
0  te  anMlo '«Bt  At^akni^  II 
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peosioiM  or  other  payments  frooi  the  crown. 
And  a  BiH  was  oitlered  to  be  brought  in  ac- 
cordingly; which  Bill  was  passed  on  the  S  1st 
and  sent  up  to  the  Lords. 

Bebaie  in  ike  Lords  on  the  South  Sem  Saf- 
feren  BelUfBUL]  July  10.  A  Bill  from  the 
Commons,   '  For    rabing    money    npoo     the 

*  Estates  of  the  late  Sah-GoTemor,  Deputy- 

*  Governor^  and  Directors  of  the  South  Sea 
^  Company/  was  read  a  first  time  and  ordered 
a  second  reading ;  after  which  a  Petition  of  John 
Aislabie,  esq.  was  presented  to  the  House,  pray- 
ing to  be  heard  by  his  counsel ;  but  the  recdv- 
ing  of  it  was  vehemently  opposed  by  the  lord 
Townshend,  who  said,  **  He  had  done  more  mis- 
chief than  ahy  man  in  the  nation."  Some  other 
lords  spoke  more  faTourably  of  Mr.  Aislabie, 
particularly  the  earl  of  Sundef land, , though  not 
directly,  and  so  the  Petition  was  received, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Then  the  earl  of  Clarendon  presented  two 
Petitions  of  sir  John  Fellows  and  Mr.  Joye, 
^  upon  which  arose  a  debate  on  the  question, 
Whetiier  any  Petitions  from  the  Directors 
aliottld  be  received  f  The  earl  of  Suuderknd 
suggested,  that  if  they  were  alf  to  be  heard  to 
every  particular,  they  should  sit  till  next  year  : 
but  thoogh  the  lords  Trevor,  North* and  Grey, 
and  Bsthurst,  uiged,  That  there  was  as  much 
reason  for  recdviqg  these  Petitions  as  Mr. 
Aislabie's,  ^et'upon  the  question,  they  were 
both  rejected  without  dividmg.  Then  there 
was  another  Petitioa  presented  in  behalf  of  the 
late  Mr.  Craggs's  daughters,  which,  after  a 
■bore  debate,  was  received,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  tal>le. 

A  Conference  between  both  Houeet^  rekUing 
to  Mr,  Aislabie  nnd  the  late  Mr.  CraggSt 
$en,]  July  13.  The  Lords  sent  a  Message  to 
the  Commons,  to  desire  a  present  Conference 
in  the  Painted  Chamber,  upon  the  subject 
matter  of  the  *  Bill  to  raise  Money  upon  the 

*  Estates  of  the  late  Directors,'  &c.  wbich 
being  readily  agreed  to,  and  the  managers  on 
both  sides  met,  the  lord  Carleton,  from^  those 
of  the  Lords  signified  to  those  of  the  Com- 
mons, *'  That  their  lordships  had  command- 
ed them ,  to  acquaint  the  House  of  Com* 
mons,  that  they  had  received  the  Bill  be* 
fore-mentioned  from  thein,  and  found  in  it  a 
charge  against  John  Aislabie,  esq.  and  the  late 
James  Craggs,  sen.  esq.  and' though  they  haj 
read  the  BiU  twice,  yet  their  lordships  could 
not  find  in  it  the  Reasons  that  induced  the 
Commons  to  insert  their  namas  ita  the  said 
Bill,  and  therefore  desired  this  Conference, 
to  know  the  matters  of  fact  upoti  which  the 
said  Bill  was  grounded,  so  far  as  the  same 
delated  to  Mr*  Aislabie  and  Mr.  Craggs.'' 

Mr.  Sloper  having  reported  to  the  House  of 
Commons  the  said  ConfereUce^  they  resolved. 
That  such  Members  as  wera  of  the  Committee 
•f  Secrecy,  be  appointed  a  Committee  to  state 
the  Matters  of  Fact,  on  winch  those  paru  of 
i^  BiU  for  Relief  of  the  8o«tb  Sm  C«aipa«y 


were  grounded,  relating  to  Mr.  Aislabie,  and 
the  late  Mr.  Craggs. 

The  Commoni*  Reetom  for  ptini$king  Mr 
Aitlabie.]  July  14.  Mr.'  Clayton,  from  tbe 
said  Committee,  delivered  to  the  Lords  at  t 
Conference,  the  Commons'  Reasons  for  insert- 
ing the  name  of  Mr.  Aislabie  in  tbe  said  W, 
as  follows : 

'  '<  Your  Lordships  having  desired  at  a  CoQfe^ 
ence,  that  the  Commons  would  acquaint  yoor 
Lordships  with  the  Matters  of  Fact^  upos 
which  the  Bill,  intitled,  *  Ad  Act  (or  raisioi 

<  Money  upon  the  Estates  of  the  late  Sub-Go- 

*  vemor,  Deputy-Governor,  Directors,  Cashier, 
'  Deputy-Cashier,  and  Accomptant  of  ths 
'^uth  Sen  Qompany,  and  of  John  Aisbbie, 
'  esq.  and  likewise  of  James  Craggs,  sen.  esq. 

*  deceased,  towards  making  good  the  great 

*  loss  and  damage  sustained  by  the  said  Cimb- 

*  pany,  and  for  disabling  rach   of  the  said 

*  Persons  as  are  living  to  hold  any  office  or  place 

*  of  trust  under  tbe  crown,  or  to  sit  or  volt 
'  in  parliament  for  the  future ;  and  for  other 

<  purposes  in  tbe  said  Act  capressed,  so  for  as 

<  the  same  relates  m  the  sani  John  Aisfeihie, 

*  and  to  the  said  James  Craggs,'  was  grounded. 

**  The  Commons  have  commanded  us  ^  ac> 

2baiat  your  lordships,  that  tbe  said  Matten  of 
'act,  so  suggested  in  the  said  BiU,  are  retadva 
to  the  Matter  of  Fact  suggested  in  the  former 
part  of  the  preamble  of  the  said  BiU,  and  wiA 
be  explained  thereby ;  and  for  your  lordships' 
forther  satisfoction  we  are  commanded  by  the 
Commons  to  acquaint  your  lordships,  that  the 
Bill,  so  for  as  it  relates  to  tbe  said  John  Ais- 
labie,«  besides  the  notoriety  of  facts,  wss 
Krounded,  as  well  upon  proof,  »  the  odn- 
fession  of  Mr.  Aislabie. 

**  As  to  the  confossion  of  Mr.  Aislabie,  we 
are  commanded  by  the  Commons  to  al&nn  in 
their  names  to  your  lordships,  that  Mr.  Ais> 
labia  did  in  his  place  confess,  that  upon  tbe 
3rd  and  19th  days  of  December,  t7i9,n,00OL 
South  Sea  Stock  was  brought  by  Mr.  Robert 
'Knight,  late  cashier  of  the  South  Sea  Company, 
for  him  the  said  Mr.  Aislabie ;  and  Mr.  Aislabie 
delivered  in  to  the  Commons  a  paper  of  tbe 
hand  writing  of  Mr.  Knighc,  caotainlng  part  of 
an  account  in  the  words  following. 

'  Decs,  1719.  To  South  Sea  Stock 
bought  10,000  aC 

.     1«S lf,30e   0 

< ._  19^  ditto  bought  more,  19,000 

at  196i     -    -    .  15,130  .0 
Tol-dthpercpd.S. 

Strode  SS,000     -         97  10 
To^  part  917/.  lOf. 
losr  as  above  *    -      106  15 
< 94,  To  cash  paid  back-      t^  tS 

^97,810  0 
£ 
Rec6iv«dioBaiikNotes  19,300 
Rraifcd  mortm  fodt-  15,510 


*  Dec.  10. 
*— 19. 
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Mr,  AUlahie,  4rc.]  Lord  CarletoD  having  reported 
this  Conference  to  tbe  Houke,  the  Lords  ordered 
it  to  be  taken  into  consideration  the  neit  day, 
which  being  done  accordingly,  their  lordshipt, 
aftersome  debate,  made  the  fbUowine  orders,  vis. 
-^1.  <<  That  John  Aitlabie,  esq.  be  heard  at  the 
bar  of  the  House  on  Tuesday  next,  if  he  thinks 
fit.— 3.  That  the  lieutenant  of  the  Tower  do 
bring  Mr.  Aislabie  to  the  bar  of  the  House  on 
Tuesday. — 3.  That  the  Serjeant  at  Arms  at* 
tending  the  Hoose  of  Commons^  do  bring  up 
sir  Jolm  Blunt  at  tbe  same  time  to  be  exai- 
mined  as  a  witness. — 4.  That  a  Mess^e  be 
sent  to  die  Commons  to  desire  they  woum  give 
leave  that  any  of  the  witnesses,  that  are  mem* 
hers  of  that  House,  mav  be  examined  ia  behalf 
of  Mr.  Aislabie. — 5.  That  the  other  witnesses 
that  are  not  memberi  of  the  House  of  Commons 
as  also,— iO.  That  Edmond  Waller,  esq.  do  then 
attend  to  be  examined.'' 

Then  the  Petitions  of  the  Executors  of  the 
late  Mr.  Cram  being  read,  it  was  ordered. 
That  the  said  Petitions  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee upon  that  Bill,  and  that  they  be  then  se: 
verally  heard  by" their  counsel. 

Then  a  Petition  of  Mr.  Robert  Sorman,  late 
Deputy-Cashier  of  the  South-Sea  Company, 
was  read,  and  rejected :  after  which  it  was  or- 
dered, That  an  Address  be  presented  to  his  ma- 
jesty, praying,  That  the  several  Papers  relating 
to  tbe  aflfair  of  Mr.  Aislabie,  may  belaid  before 
the  House. 


*'  We  are  also  commanded  to  acquaint  your  j 
ordships,  that  the  Commons  having  received 
[aformation,  tliat  Mr.  Francis  Hawes,  one  of 
he  late  Directors  of  the  South-Sea  Company, 
md  negociated  very  large  sums  for  Mr.  Atria- 
ue,  and  had  had  dealings  for  a  considerable 
ime  past  in  South-Sea  Stock  with  the  said  Mr. 
Aislabie,  and  that  an  Adcount  thereof  was 
:ept  in  a  book,  of  which  Mr.  Aislabie  had  a 
lupUcate ;  which  accounts  were  continued  in 
hat  hook  until  some  time  in  November  last : 
he  Commons  flid,  on  the  7  th  day  of  March 
ast,  order  that  the  ssid  book,  should  be  laid 
>eforc  tliem  the  next  morning  ;.  at  the  makii^ 
»f  which  order  Mr.  Aislabie  was  present  in  his 
>Iace,  and  did  not  object  or  offer  any  thine  to 
be  House  that  the  same  could  not  be  compfied 
rith.  But  the  nekt  day  Mr.  Aislabie  attending 
o  his  place  to  make  his  defence  to  the  severe 
natters  objected  to  him,  an  obedience  to  that 
rder  being  required,  Mr.  Aislabie  declared,  that 
dr,  Hawes,  if  called  in,  would  tell  the  liou^e^that 
dr.  Hawes,  with  his  own  band,  cfmmitted  tbe 
aid  book  to  the  6re ;  upon  which  Mr.  Hawes 
leing  called  in  and  examined,  said,  That  the 
aid  book  was,  in  the  beginning  of  November 
sst^upon  Mr.  AislabteVpressing  instances,  de- 
ivered  up  by  him  to  Mr.  Aislabie ;  and  that 
be  same  book,  and  also  tbe  said  duplicate 
hereof,  kept  by  Mr.  AisUbie,  were  both  then 
»iimt  together,  part  by  Mr.  Aislabie,  and  part 
>y  himself,  at  Mr.  Aislabie's  instance,  and 
bat  the  proposal  fer  burning  them  came  from 
dr,  Aislabie ;  and  Mr.  Hawes  farther  said, 
hat  he  had  not  any  duplicate  or  entry  of 
rhat  if«s  contained  in .  the  said  book. 

*'  We  are  farther  commamled  to  acquaint 
our  lordships,  that  upon  the  30th  of  Januai^ 
719-!^,  the  Commons  resolved.  That  their 
iottse  would,  upon  tbe  23hd  of  that  month, 
esolve  itself'  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
louse,  to  consider  of  that  part  of  his  majesty's 
peech  whicn  related  to  tlie  Public  Debts,  which 
he  House  did  accordingly  ;  and  that  after- 
wards, on  the  27th  of  January,  the  House 
gain  resolved  itself  into  the  said  Committee, 
nd  the  committee  did  then  receive  Proposals 
rom  the  South-Sea  Company  for  paying  the 
^ubiic  Debts. 

**  As  for  proof,  the  several  persons  following, 
is.  Mr.  Robert  Surman,  Mr.  Francis  Hawes, 
dr.  Matthew  Weymonsold,  Thomas  Weddall^ 
sa.  sir  Theodore  Janssen,  sir  Xjarobert  Black- 
'ell,Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Robert  Knight,  sir  John 
'ellows,  sir  J6hn  Blunt,  Mr.  John  Faulcon- 
ridge,  Edraood  WalUr,  esq.  Mr.  Edward  Gib- 
on,  and  Mr.  Charies  Joye  were  examined,- 
nd  did,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Commons,  make 
at  tbe  allegations  in  the  said  Bill  relating  to 
f  r.  Aislabie:" 

As  to  tlie  late  Mr.  Craggs,  the  managers  of 
lie  Cnmmoas  acquainted  those  of  the  Lords» 

That  the  Commons  had  positive  Evidence, 
\Mt  great  qoantiMes  of  Soulh-Sea  Stock  were 
skeo  in  for  him,  withoet  his  pHying  for  it,  or 
ivingjofficient  security.^ 


July  IQ.  The  Lords  went  into  a  Committee 
upon  the  Directors  Bill,  and  great  debates 
arose  in  relation  to  Mr.  Aislabie,  how,  and  in 
what  manner  he  and  his  witnesses  should  be  ex- 
amined ? 

The  Lord  Harcourt  moved,  That  according 
to  the  established  rules  of  justice  and  equity, 
every  one  of  them  might  be  examined  distinct- 
ly to  every  article  :  but  this  was  warmly  op- 
posed by 

Lord  Townthend,  who  alledged,  That  such 
a  method  would  take  up  so  much  timej  that  it 
might  endanger  the  loss  of  the  bill,  which  was 
of  the  greatest  importance,  not  only  to  the  king- 
dom, but  to  the  king  hiniself ;  for  if  the  bill 
should  miscarry,  no  man  could  tell  what 
might  be  the  consequence.  This  was  support- 
ed by  ^ 

The  Earl  of  Sunderland,  who  likewise  tirged 
tbe  necessity  of  passing  this  bill,  to  quiet  the 
minds  of  the  people.  . 

Then  Mr.  Aislabie  was  oalled  in,  and,  at  his 
desire,  Mr.  Weddal,  Mr.  Surman,  sir  Lambert 
Blackwell,Bir  John  Blunt,  sir  Theodore  Janssen, 
Mr*  FaulconbridEe,  Mr.  Joye,  and  Mr.  Hawes 
wereseverallvoaUed  in,  examined,  and  con- 
fronted with  him.  Sir  John  Fellows  dedared 
he  knew  nothing  of  the  questions  that  were 
put  to  him  by  Mr*  Aislabie;  and  sir  John  Blunt 
being  asked  who  was  the  contriver  of  the  Sputh- 
Sea.Sclieme?  Answered,  it  was  none  of  his 
contriving,  but  the  House  of  Commons :  but 
sir  Theodore  Janssen  being  examined  about 
^he  same  natter,  said,  <  That  he  alu^ys  took 
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iir  John  Dfaot  to  be  the  contriver,  as  certainly 
]m  mu  the  chief  manager  of  the  So«ib-Sea 
Scheme  i  aad  th«(,  for  his  own  part,  he  never 
was  let  into  the  secret  of  that  affair/  Mr. 
Hawct  beinf  examined  as  to  the  horning  of  the 
Books  of  Aoconntty  ingeniously  owned  the 
fcct ;  Imtiiud  Ibey  were  only  books  of  private 
eccovnts  between  Mr.  Aislabie  and  himself; 
Mkl  which  he  wise  coneertted  the  public^  or  any 
other  private  person,  besides  them  two  t 

Upon  which,  Mr.  Aislabie  said.  He  thought 
tiiepe  was  no  hart  in  burning  aceonnts  that 
were  made  np  aad  oanoeUed)  and  in  whkh  no 
body  had  any  conoeniy  b«t  Mr.  HaWes  and 
biroselfk 

These  Eiaminetloiis  beine  over, 

Lord  On:tlom  stood  op  and  asked,  Whether, 
hk  the  opinion  of  their  lordships,  any  mischief 
had  hapoened  to  the  public  ?  And  beine  an- 
swered by  another  loro,  «  Yes,  without  doubt, 
*  a  great  deal  {^  but,  added  lord  Onslow,  it 
seems  nobody  has  done  it;  sir  John  Blunt  is  in- 
nocent, sh*  John  Fellows  knows  nothing  of  the 
matter,  none  6f  the  Directors  were  let  into.the 
secret,  Mr.  Aislabie  has  done  no  hurt :  there- 
lr)re,  my  lords,  I  move  to  adjourn;  which  was 
done  accordingly. 

July  19.  The  Lords  went  again  into  acorn* 
mittee  upon  that  part  of  the  Directors  Bill  re* 
lating  to  Mr.  Aislabie ;  and 

The  Lord  Tr$vor  said,  ^  Ttiat  from  an/eii* 
dence  that  had  yet  appeared  before  them,  be 
.  could  not  see  that  there  was  suftctent  ground 
|o  insert  Mr.  Aislabie's  name  in  the  Bill,  aad 
to  involve  htm  in  the  same  punishment  with 
the  Directors ;  and  therefore,  before  they  pro- 
ceeded farther,  he  thought  it  necessary  to  send 
to  the  Secret  Comaiittee,  to  lay  befbra  them 
their  whole  evidence.' 

This  motion  was  seconded  by  lord  Harcoort; 
but  the  same,  if  carried,  being  like  to  embroil 
both  Houses  in  dangerous  disputes,  the  lord 
Falmouth  moved  hf  adjourning  .during  plea- 
sure,  which  was  agreed  to.  Afler  a  short  ad- 
journment, their  lordships  agreed  to  call  in  and 
examine  Mr.  Surmon  and  Mr.  Weymonsold, 
the  former  of  whom  deposed,  and  the  other 
confirmed,  that  Mr.  Aislabie  had  South-Sea 
Stock  transferred  to  him  several  times^  to  the 
value  of  above  30,000^  for  which  they  knew 
aotthat  he  ever  paid  any  thing.    Then 

Mft.    AlSLABIf*S  DlFEKCE   AT  THS  BaK  OF 

TUX  House  or  Lorps.]  Mr.  Aislabie  was  call- 
ed in,  aod  ordered  to  make  his  Defence^  which 
he  did  in  the  following  Speech; 

^  My  L<wds :  • 
^  I  appear  at  yoor  lordships  bar,  by  your 
femiMioR,  to  be  heard,  in  my  own  persisn, 
•gainst  that  part  of  the  Bill  now  depending  be* 
lore  yevr  lordships,  which  affects  myself.  I 
hfave  been  long  ooutined,  by  order  of  the  House 
•f  Commofls,  under  whose  displeasure  I  iMii  un- 
happily fkllen,  for  «i%nt,  perhaps,  of  pr^r 
talents  to  ex^ain  and  sofmrt  my  own  inno- 
etttue  ;  fisrwhith  MBMn,  I  wish  your  lordships  I 


would  have  indulged  me  so  far,  to  have  ^leard 
me  by  my  counsel  in  the  usual  nmnoer,  in  acasc 
where  my  property,  my  liberty,  and,  for  ought 
I  know,  my  life,  may  be  concmed. 

**  I  must  own,  my  lords,  I  eeme  very  ill  pre- 
pared to  make  my  Defence  against  soch  pans 
of  this  long  and  perplexed  Bill  as  seem  to  relate 
to  me :  it  hath  received  so  maay  aUemtions  m 
the  tecbeos  passage  it  made  through  the  other 
House,  that  it  was  impossible  to  mm  how  far 
I  Wtts  affected  by  it,  tifa  it  was  past;  and  it  hath 
made  so  quick  a  progress  in  this  Heuse,  that  1 
have  scarce  been  able  to  get  a  copy  of  it,  be* 
feee  I  am  brought  before  your  lordships  to  nsake 
my  Defence  against  it. 

**  It  was  sosne  sorpriie  te  me,  my  lerd^tiftur 
what  had  passed  in  the  Houseof  Comm— s»  and 
•km  a  Bill  had  been  ordered,  and  was  brmight 
in,  to  make  me  dtseover  my  effcett,  aad  to  i«*> 
strain  me  horn  gotag  out  of  the  kingdooi;  I 
say  it  was  some  surprise  to  me  to  fiml  mysetf 
translated  all  on  a  sodden  into  tUs  Bill  against 
the  Directors,  under  the  new-fashioiied  term  of 
Consolidation,  without  any  nevv  offence  gtven^ 
or  cause  assigned,  that  is  fit  to  be  mentioMd  ia 
this  place.  However,  my  lords,  I  now  find  i»y» 
self  tacked  to  them  and  their  unhappy  ^leu 

*'  My  lords,  it  concerns  me  mudi  to  kiiow 
the  cause  of  this  extraordinary  prooe«iiag»  the 
reasons  of  these  cruel  and  new-iQveatnd  pMmh- 
reents,  and  the  facts  that  are  te  make  out  the 
crimes  aMedged  against  me  in  the  preamMc  ef 
this  Bill.  I  have  carefully  perused  and  tsaiiii» 
ed  it,  and  enquired  into  all  the  steps  it  has  taken 
since  I  was  heard  in  mv  phM»  in  the  House  e( 
Commons  against  a  cfmrge  contained  in  cbe 
Report  of  the  Secret  Conunittee,  aad  I  fiod  no- 
thing hut  what  is  new  and  extraordiaary  thro^g^* 
out  the  whole.  I  was  heard,  my  lords,  I  say, 
upon  the  Report  of  the  Secret  Committee,  con- 
taining many  hxiee  and  uncertain  facta  as  te 
me,  and,  as  it  seems,  innocent,  or  ineiectnalto 
any  one  besides.  I  thought  I  had  given  entire 
satisfisctioa  to  that  assembly  of  my  inaooenee^ 
when  I  found  it  was  fhe  pleasure  of  the  Meuwe 
that  I  should  withdraw  before  any  qoestioii  waA 
moved,  or  stated  opeitf  psper,  as  is  asu^ ;  it 
was  impossible  therefore  to  know  my  crimes^ 
or  the  facts  upon  which  they  were  grounded,  se 
as  to  be  able  to  make  a  proper  Djefenee  there 
before  I  withdrew,  though  I  had  been  very  well 
prepared  to  do  it,  as  I  think  I  was. 

<*  But,  my  lords,  as  this  oever  happened  te 
any  ConHBoner  before;  so,  ray  lordS)  in  the 
warrant  by  wbich  I  was  conftnioed  to  the 
Tower,  I  find  no  cause  assigaed  for  my  oem^ 
milWiSHt,  as  has  always  heenprmciisedindih 
like  eases. 

^  Thus  fiir,  my  lords,  I  wee  at  a  loan  eicn  lbs 
my  crimes ;  but  the  next  day  the  votes  of  the 
'House  ef  Commons  presentee!  me  with  h  view 
of  Many  extraordinary  criases  eoMaiMd  in  «^ 
i^eral  resolutions?  crimes  which  my  soul  ahieif, 
and  of  whfch;  my  fords,  I  do  in  tins  pln6i;iiml 
at  this  Bar,  declare  I  am  entfady  innoeent.  f 
ss^  in  the  same  votes  an  order  for  a  Wtt  tite 
hrottght  hi,  to  cafureijMfliyetCfllB^t&a  I 
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t  pereovedtbAt  Bill  to  mi^e  a  slow  progress  for 
tone  time,  till  from  some  fresh  displeafturecon* 
CKf^d  agwst  me«  it  chaoged  its  shape  at  once, 
and  became  a  Bill  of  pooishmeot,  and  Dot  of 
€ii%airjy  or  at  least  of  inquiry  as  in  cases  of 
imna  oonvicty  though  I  had  never  had  any 
trial.  This  way  of  dealing  with  an  Eoriish 
subject^  is  unknown  ta  the  laws  of  England ;  I 
•ay,  my  lords,  £rst  to  punish,  and  then  inquire, 
the  law  abhors. 

^  Hoverar,  my  lords,  I  thou^t  myself  sure 
•f  the  eleven  Resolutions  contained  in  the  Votes 
of  tb^  House  of  Commons,  as  the  ground  of  the 
chaigr  against  me ;  Resolutions  that  have  been 
•ens  abroad,  and  have  made  jne  the  object  of 
pnbiic  odiuoi  throughout  .the  kiojgdom.  I  had 
prepared  myself  to  answer  to  this  charge  upon 
every  Article.  But  here,  my  lords,  I  found 
myseif  again  disappointed ;  and  these  very  Ar- 
tictei  fi»r  which  I  had  been  branded,  expelled, 
and  committed  to  the  Tower  for  so  many 
ttOBtbSy  disappeared  at  once,  and  were  (if  fame 
be  not  a  liar)  rejected  by  one  of  the  very  per- 
sons that  naovea  them,  as  so  many  loopholes 
throogb  which  an  innocent  man  mieht  escape. 

^'  io  here,  my  lords,  I  am  at  a  loss  again ; 
the  pooishmeots  are  enacted,  the  most  cruel 
torturing'  punishments,  before  any  charge  is 
made,  or  any  facts  alledged,  and  at  last  it  is  sent 
up  to  yonr  lordships  wiui  a  charge  of  ciimes, 
witbooc  any  facts  at  all  to  support  that  charge. 
Give  VM  leave,  my  lords,  to  say,  that  this,  above 
#11  the  other  extraordinary  steps,  is  most  new 
and  unprecedented.  An  attainder,  like  this, 
without  any  legal  charge  in  it,  tacked  to  ano- 
ther Bill  that  must  pass,  is  a  complicated  mis- 
chief :  an  attainder  of  itself  is  uncommon,  and 
generally  abhorred  :  an  attainder  tacked  b  en- 
tirely new  and  unparliamentary :  an  attainder 
witlioot  facts  ascertained,  is  not  only  new  and 
dangerous,  but  against  the  very  principles  of 
justice,  and  the  laws  of  the  land  m  all  cases. 
Por  this  reason,  my  lords,  I  have  hombly  re» 
presented  to  you  the  difficulties  I  lie  under  in 
respect  to  my  defence,  fnim  the  uncertainty  of 
my  cbar^  for  want  of  facts  stated  to  support 
it,  and  without  which  it  improperly  no  charge  at 
aU. 

"  Your  lordships  have  thought  fit  to  desire, 
at  a  Conference  with  the  Commons,  to  have  this 
defect  supplied ;  and  they  have  accbrdingly  de- 
livered to  your  lordships  a  paper,  a  copy  where- 
of yon  bave  been  pleased  to  give  me,  m  order 
to  my  Defence,  which  I  therefore  take  leave  to 
read  to  your  lordships.  [Here  he  read  the  Rea- 
sons debvered  by  Mr.  Clayton  to  the  Lords  at 
the  Conference.  See  p.  860.]  My  lords,  upon 
perasal  of  this  Paper,  I  find  only  two  facts 
mentioned,  which,  if  proved,  are  no  crimes,  and 
of  no  relation  to  the  preamble  of  the  BiU.  For 
as  in  the  preamble  there  were  crimes  alledged 
without  facts,  so  in  this  Paper  there  are  facts 
without  crimes :  your  lordships  upon  this  ex- 
traordinary occasion  desired  this  Conferepce 
irith  the  Conunons,  in  order  to  be  ioformed  of 
the  fiicts  that  were  the  ground  of  their  charge. 
Ihej  have  been  plesHd  to  rtfer  your  lordships 


to  that  part  of  the  preamble  rektiog  to  the  Di* 
rectors,  by  which  they  snv  the  charge  against 
me  is  to  be  explained.  I  have  examined  thit 
part  of  the  preamble,  and  am  entirely  at  a  loss 
to  find  one  fact  stated  in  it ;  the  whole  is  gene- 
ral and  most  uncertain,  and  amounts  to  no 
charge  at  all :  that  part  of  the  preamble  selat- 
ing  to  me,  is  so  far  from  being  explained  by  it, 
that  it  is  made  more  perplexed  and  nninteiligi- 
ble. 

**  My  lords,  it  is  a  strange  circumstance  that 
attends  my  case:  I  stand  here  accused,  and 
ready  to  make  my  Defence  before  your  lord- 
ships my  judges.  Your  lordships  are  at  a  loss 
to  know  upon  what  facts  to  try  me ;  you  bava 
enouired  of  tlie  Commons  my  accusers,  and  art 
no  Wtter  informed ;  but  on  my  part,  my  lords, 
it  is  yet  more  extraordinary ;  the  accused  is  pot 
under  a  necessity  to  find  out  fiscts  to  support 
the  charge  of  his  accusers.  Was  any  proceed- 
ing liice  this  ever  known  before  ?  No,  my  lords, 
the  Bill  of  Attainder  against  my  lord  Stra£R}rd 
was  extorted  from  the  Tegi&lature  by  force  and 
violence,  and,  in  some  respect,  like  this,  under 
cojour  of  appeasing' the  deluded  people.  Vain 
imaeioation  !  This  concession  of  your  aacestofi 
made  way  for  all  the  miseries  that  foUowed. 
But  cruel  and  unjust  as  it  was,  there  were  fiscta 
stated  in  that  Bill  to  charge  that  noble  lord,  and 
his  accusers  came  like  men  to  this  Bar  to  maku 
them  goofi ;  but  where  are  my  accusers,  mr 
lords  ?  Where  are  their  factt  f  And  where  » 
their  evidence?  Was  there  ever  any  accusation 
that  proceeded  from  a  Secret  Committee  bo- 
fore,  tliat  was  not  made  good  at  this  Bar  by 
those  who  are  supposed  to  know  the  facts  besi, 
and  who  have  obliged  the  public  with  their  di^ 
coveries  ?  Why  do  they  dedine  to  give  your 
lordships  and  the  public  this  sattsftiction  ?  My 
lords,  I  find^  to  save  this  trouble,  they  refer  you 
to  the  notoriety  of  the  fiu:ts:  strange  not6netjr 
of  facts,  that  are  not  vet  revealed,  and  to  whion 
there  is  no  evidence !  Was  this  expression  ever 
nsed  before  at  any  Conference  ?  In  any  act  of 
parliament  ?  Or  did  it  ever  approach  this  B^ 
before  ?  Pray,  my  lords,  what  does  it  mean  ?  If 
it  means  common  fame  or  public  damoftr. 
thanks  to  the  arts  of  my  enemies,  I  have  bad 
my  full  share,  and  felt  the  cruel  efit!ets  of  it  a 
biu  if  fame  is  to  be  a  guide  in  iudidal  prooeetl* 
iocs,  and  in  criminal  cases,  there  is  no  head 
safe;  we  are  alt  in  the  power  of  whisperers  and 
defamers.  But  has  public  fame  ever  been 
thoupht  sufficient  to  conviction  ?  No,  tnf  lohls, 
public  fame  has  been  said  to  be  a  ground  ^f 
inquiry,  but  never  of  condemnation.  The 
Commons,  in  the  case  of  the  duke  of  Bucking- 
ham, Auno  1  Car.  1.  did,  at  the  instance  at 
Dr.  Turner*,  declare,  that  common  fame  was 
a  good  ground  of  enquiry  or  presentment;  bat 
as  this  was  complained  of  by  the  crown  us  an 
unparliamentary  proceeding,  the  Commons,  in 
their  remonstrance  a  little  time  after,  receded 
from  this  preteuce,  and  affirmed  their  proceed- 
ings to  be  grounded  up^  their  own  knowle^ge^ 


5E 


♦  See  vol,  2,  p.  50. 
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or  proof,  by  the  exfimioation  of  witnesses,  or 
other  evidedce ;  and  la  tverj  Article  of  theij^ 
accusation  the  particular  facts  are  expressed. 
But  this  is  hot  mj  case,  my  lords  $  1  see  no 
facts  charged  upon  roe,  I  hear  of  none;  it  is  in 
-rain  to  make  a  Defen<;:e  against  nothing ;  'tis 
£gbting  with  the  air. 

'<  But  since,  my  lords,  the  Commons  have 
recommended  some  witnes^e^  to  your  loc^sbips, 
«rho,  they  say,  did,  in  their  opinion,  make  out 
the  alle^tionf  in  the  Bill;  pra;^  let  me  examine 
what  the  allegations  in  the  bill  are,  and  bow 
they  were  made  out  by  the  witnesses,  who  have 
been  examined  before  your  lordships. 

"  My  lords,  in  that  part  of  the  preamble  of 
the  bitl. which  charges  me^  it  is  alledged,  <  that 
.  John  4^slnbie,  esq.  late  chancellor  and  tinder- 
treasurer  of  the  exchequer,  and  one  of  the 
commissioners  of  his  majesty's  treasury,  and  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Commons,  in  breach 
«f  the  ^reat  trust  in  bim  reposed,  and  with  a 
view  to  his  own  exorbitant  profit,  has  com- 
bined with  the  said  directors  of  the  South-Sea 
Company  in  their  pernicious  practices,  and  has 
been  guUty  of  most  dangf^rous  and  infamous 
corruptions^  to  the  detriment  of  great  numbers 
of  his  majesty's  subjects,  and  manifest  preju- 
dice of  the  public  credit,  and  of  the  trade  of 
this  kingdom.* 

**  My  Lords,  in  donsidenng  this  Charge  I  am 
at  a  loss  to  find  in  what  capacity  I  am  accused 
of  Breach  of  Trust.  The  title  of  <  Chancellor 
of  the  ilxchequjBr'  stands  there,  X  suppose,  or- 
namcnti  gratia;  it  is  an  office  of  great  honour 
and  dignity^  but  has  no  relation  to  this  affair, 
4M[  to  the  execution  of  the  South-Sea  Scheme ; 
nor  is  that  officer  so  much  as  mentioned  in  any 
act  of  parliament  since  the  first  constitution  of 
the  Company;  it  is  a  distinct  office  [fi-om  the 
treasury,  and  in  some  instances  without  much 
influence,  though  joined  in  commission  ^with 

-  that  boards — I  must  then  stand  acciped  as  one 
of  the  commissioners  of  the  treasury,  or  as  a 

'  member  of  parliament,  or  both.<^I  flatter  my- 
self, my  lords,  thj^t  1  have  acquitted  myself  in 
these  two  capacities  with  the  same  integrity 
«nd  good  faith  as  the  rest  of  my  brethren ;  qor 
xan  T  understand  how  I  could  commit  any  one 

'  aa  in  Breach  of  my  Trust,  as  one  of  the  com- 

,  nissiooera  of  the  treasury,  without  the  partici* 
pation  Of  at  least  two  of'^the  same  board. 

«*  I  hare  perused  the  actsof  parliament  re- 
lating to  theexecution  of  the  Soutn-Sea  Scheme, 
and  desire  they  may  be  read,  that  it  may  be 
aeen  bow  far  the  treasury  were  concerned,  or 
were  intrusted  with  any  part  of  the  execution  of 
the  Scheme,  that  we  may  know  wherein  this 

.  truM  consisted,  and  so  have  recourse  to  such 

-  facts  as  may  charge  me  and  others  with  a 
breach  of  it.  My  |ords,  I  know  of  nothing  that 
iBoncerns  the  treasury  in  those  acts,  but  what 
relates  to  the  making  forth  and  issuing  the 
Exchequer-Bills   to  be  lent  lo  the  Company, 

'  besides  the  constitution  of  commissioners  re- 
lating to  the  taking  in  of  the  PuUic  Debts,* 
which  commission  your  lordships  have  affiru^- 
ed :  and  as  to  those  bills,  my  lords,  no  nan 


has  accused  me,  not  sir  John  Blunt  himself; 
he  tells  you  upon  his  examination  here,  as  be 
told  the  other  House  before,  that  be  took  it  to 
be  the^  sense  of  the  House  of  Comtnmis^that 
the  Company  might  lend  out  the  £xohe(|oer- 
BilJs  opon  their  stock,  having  been  admitted 
to  hear  the  debates  of  the  House  upon  Ami  o^ 
casioa,  and  that  they  were  therefore  ao  lent 

OQL 

**  My  Lords,  dicre  is  not  one  word  more  in 
all  those  acts  of  parliament  that  implies  any 
farther  trust,  nor  is  there  any  power  giteii  <^ 
reserved  to  the  commissioners  of  the  treasury, 
to  direct  or  controul  the  directors,  bot  wbaft 
has  been  literally  pursued  by  the  tiiiasuiy. 
Where  then  is  thts  breach  of  trust  in  bw^  aa 
one  of  the  commissioners  of  the  treemry  ?  Is 
there  any  trust  reposed  in  me  in  any  capacky 
that  makes  me  responsible  to  the  South-Sea 
Company  ?  If  not,  how  comes  the  cbanceHar 
of  the  exchequer,  and  pne  single  commisaioaer 
of  the  treasury,  to  be  confiscated  for  the  vae  of 
some  of  his  fellow-subjects  for  breach  of  trust? 
-—If  then  this  breach  of  trust  b  no  where  to 
be  found,  let  us  etamine  next,  wbereifi  I  bave 
combined  with  the  late  directors  m  their  fet- 
nicious  practices.  By  the  reference  tlie  Gem* 
mons  make  to  the  matters  of  fiu:t  sng^esied  in 
the  former  part  of  the  preamble  of  the  bill  re- 
lating to  the  directors,  one  migibt  expect  to 
find  these  practices  set  forth  there,  in  order  to 
nmke  out  the  charge  of  which  they  stand  ao»| 
cused. 

"  My  Lords,  I  have  looked  into  this  part  of 
the  preamble  relating  to  them,  and  find  k  is 
only  said,  that  they,  the  directors,  under  co- 
lour of  the  late  act,  have  carried  on  mttmj  no- 
torious, fraudulent,  indirect  practices,  contrary 
to  the  intention  of  the  said  late  act,  not  only  to 
the  immense  loss  'of  the  Coihpany,  to  seven 
millions  and  upwards,  but  the  great  detrimeat 
of  the  public,  &c.  But  the  particulars  of 
these  practices  are  no  where  specified :  I  hava 
heard,  indeed,  they  once  stood  part  of  this  billy 
but  were  afterwards  left  out  as  so  many  incam- 
braiices  upon  it ;  and  if  I  may  be  allowed  to 
take  notice  of  what  the  Commons  upon  delibe- 
rfitions  have  sutiprest,  I  woula  acquaint  y5>ur 
lordships,  that  that  part  of  the  preamble  or  dit 
bill  which  relates  to  the  pernicious  practices  of 
ibe  late  directors,  as  tending  to  tbe  immeabe 
loss  of  the  Company,  to  seven  miRioiis  aisd  up- 
wards»  was  comprized  in  these  words,  viz.* 

<  That  the  directors  have  been  goiltjr  of  se- 

*  veral^  corrupt  ions,  breaches  of  trusty  fraods, 

*  and  abuses,  by  contriving  the  fictitious 'stock 

<  of  674,500/.  stock,  and  entering  it  in  tbdr 

<  books,  to  be  sold  for  1,913,575/. 

*  That  they  also  lent  upon  stodfc,  or  jiritend- 
^  ed  stock,  contrary  to  the  resolntkma  of  the 
'  court  of  directors,  several  sums  ambontitir  to 
'.943,63  U  over  and  above  th^  bO0,o6oi.  to 
'  which  the.  loans  were  restrained ;  and  more^ 
'  Ab6,903L  over  and  above  the  sums  ihnited  to 
'  be  lent ;  and  more,  several  sums  beyond  vfjiai 
'  they  were  limited,  which  excesses  aniS^&t  ia 

*  the  whole  to  8,716,41     " 


%ogIe 
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can  poMibly  bo  bixnight  to  l&Ht^  ind  as  I  bav« 
this  account  mentioatd  by  Mr.  Sampan,  to  pro* 
duce,  if  jour  brdsbipt  require  it,  9o  I  wish  from 
the  bottom  of  my  km^  that  the  Gre^n  B<Sok,  so' 
famous  in  story,  niay  be  ppodiiced,  tks  perhaps 


*  Timt  tbey  ftlso  lent  upon  7ubscriptioii»re- 
« ce^^ta  9»919lo89A  without  authQrity  from  the 
'  Cc^ipanj,  which  loans,  or  pretended  loans, 
*,  upoo  the  stocks  and  jsubscriptions,  amount  in 
'•  the  wboljft  to  ,5^9G5|556/, 

of. 

Fictitious,  Stock    --..-.  1,813,575 
Total  on  Stock  and  Subscriptions  -  5,965,556 


^.  r,179,131* 


*'  Here^  my  Lords,  you  have  a  plain  account 
•f  ail  the  directors'  pernicious  practices ;  let  it 
new  h6 'enquired,  what  evidence  has  been  given 
to  your  lordships,  to*  make  out  my  having  com- 
\  widi  them  in  ailj  or  any  of  those  prac- 


"  As  to  the  first  Article  in  relation  to  their 
caatdviag  the  fictitious  stock  of  574,500^  and 
tatering  it  in  their  bookf^io  be  sold  1,313,575/. 
there  is  not  on^  word  said  by  any  of  the  direo- 
tais,  that  I  was  privy  to  it,  or  that  they  ever 
keanl^  or.  suspected,  or  that  there  was  even  so 
math  aa  a  woisper  amongst  tbe6i,  that  I  had, 
orwas>  to  have  any  part  of  it;  and  the  Secret 
Committeo  themselves,  after  having,  in  the 
most  extraordinary,  as  well  ais  the  most  solemn' 
naaner,  eiamiaea  them  all  to  this  fact,  'were 
pleased  to  say,  there  was  no  such  charge  against 
•e.    . 

**  As  this  was  the  fund  for  all  the  corruption, 
>and  the  source  of  all  our  misfortunes,  I  think 
oif  self  extremely  happy,  let  my  fate  be  what  it 
will,  tint  I  stand  dear  and  acquitted,  in  the 
jodnaeat  of  my  worst  enemies,  of  this  criminal 
.unacBrsed  traasaction.  Axid  as  this  was  a 
work  of  daiknesi,  th^t  has  not  yet  been  per- 
fectly brought  tp  light,  and  as  it  was  in  its  na- 
tsie  such  as  carried  the  greatest  secrecy  and 
ftcarity  with  it;  and  as  I  am  the  person  sup- 
posed to  have  been  the  author  of  the  scheme, 
•sod  the  director  of  the  directors,  and  one  who 
csaoModed  er ery  thing,  is  it  possible  to  ima- 
gtoe^  that  I  should  aeglect  to  take  my  share  of 
tbii  oiighty  liarteat,  and  trust  to  the  secrecy  of 
•n  iafiunous  iKroker,  and  the  hazard  of  an  open* 
TBarkst? 

**  Bot  notwithstanding  the  Secret  Committee, 
who  spared  no  peine  in  their  inquiries  relating 
to  ae,%|iave  not  thought  fit  to  charge  me  upoo 
dus  head,,  but  have  entirely  acquitted  me,  I 
^  sQiiw  notice  is  taken  of  what  Mr.  Surman 
MS  laid  concerning  the  Green  Book,  wherein 
^nw  my  naoAe  to  an  account  that  was  ba- 
^^BQcd:  whatever  notice  your  lordships  are 
pksNd  to  take  of  that  infomation,  the  gentle- 
"*tt  of  the  Stent  Committee  knew  better  than 
tebast  n|ioD  it  in  their  charge,  sin<^  that  ao- 
^^t  is  said  to  be  after  the  bill  was  past,  and 
lojbe  balanced ;  aitd,  consequently,  I  must  have 
^i^pnkkiee,4mfe8a  bysoine  extraordinary  ao- 
2^^^'  artifice,  I  should  have  lost  it.  But  as 
^j  Soman  has  proved,  that  Knight  kept  my 
jwt;  barbefore  the  echeme  took  place,  apd 
2|^^^<Kiabted  to  me  for  a  great  soq^  m  Novem* 
*^itt9,  lb,.«^  lords,  I  declare  I  am  not  con- 
•"^hwthoto^cointt'ate  exposed,  if  tbey 


it  may,  before  it  be  buried  in  oblivion. 

''The  Directors,  and  others,  examined,  td 
the  riest  of  the  articles,  making  up  the  beven 
millions  and  upwards,  do  all  declare,  that  I 
was  not  privy*  or  in  any  meaner  a  party  to 
their  transactions^  or  in  the  least  cootnbcited 
to  the  loss  sustained  by  the  Company  in  an 
article  of  that  account;  as  these  proceedinge 
were  the  chief,  if  not  the  only  causes  of  the 
misfortunes  of  the  Company  and  the  public,  I 
am  still  extremely  at  a  loss  to  kiiow  what  the 
pernicious  practices  were,  that  can  make  me 
an  accomplice  or  confederate  with  the  Directors. 
— The  selling  of  their  own  stock,  and  baying  it 
for  the  Company,  could  not,  in  iu  nature,  be 
communicated  to  me,  and  has  been  denied  by 
them  all.  Ttie  declaring  the  great  dividends  at 
30  per  cent,  for  Christmas,  and  not  less  than 
50  per  ceut!:  for  not  less  than  12  years  after^ 
was  a  transaction  when  I  was  in  the  North, 
and  they  all  declare  I  knew  nothing  of  it.  The 
additions  to  the  first  and  second  subscriptions, 
and  the  deficiencies  of  the  third  and  fourth  sub- 
scriptions, are  attested  to  be  done  without  my 
privity  or  advice.  And  as  to  the  taking  in  any 
of  the  subscriptions  at  what  price  soever,  sir 
Theodok-e  Janssen,  and  others,  hkve  told  your 
lordships,  they  were  done  at;  the  instance  of 
sir  John  Blunt  solely,  by  starts  and  surprize, 
and  agreed  to  the  same  day,  without  sending 
to,  pr  advising  with  Mr.  Aislabie,  or  any  body 
else. 

''  Here^  my  lords,  you  have  all  the  facts  and 
pernictouspracticeswirh.  which  the  directors 
are  charged,  either  by  the  Resolutions  of  the 
Lord»  or  Commons ;  and  here  b  not  one  wit« 
ness  that  has  been  examined  before  your  lord- 
ships, that  hath  not  entirely  acouitted  rae  of 
any  combination  with  them,  in  these,  or  any 
other  of  their  pernicious  practices.  These  are 
the  contents  of  this  general  charge  of  the  Com- 
mons ai^ainst  me,  as  far  as  I'  can  collect  them, 
and  which  have  reouired  more  pains  to  discover 
and  put  together,  Cnan  it  htts  done  to  answer 
them. 

"  I  shall  now  proceed,  my  lords,  to  examine 
the  only  two  facts  which  the  Commops  have 
thought  fit  to  lay  before  your  lordships,  and  de» 
livered  at  the  Conference. 

.  **  The  first  of  these  is  said  to  be  grounded 
opon  my  own  confession  in  my  place  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  viz.  That  on  the  3d  and 
19th  of  December  1719,  23,000/..  South-Sea 
stock  was  bought  by  Mr.  Robert  Knight,  late 
cashier  of  the  South-Sea  Company,  for  me; 
and,  that  I  delivered  in  to  the  Commons  a 
Paper  of  the  hand  writing  of  Mr.  Knight,  con- 
taining part  ,of  an  account,  in  the  words  fi)l- 
lowing: 

« 1710.  To  Soutb-Sea  stock  boug^ 
•  '10,000/,  at  133    :».-..  13,30Q    0 
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19.  Bougknorc  13,000/.  at  196i  15480    0 
'  To  f  per  Cent,  paid  S.  Strode 
V  *  32,000/.      -..-...         27  10 
<  To  .^Part  217/.  10*.  lost  as  above       108  15 
*  i4.  To  Cash  paid  back    -    -    -       193  15 


27,810    0 


<  Dec.  10.  Received  in  Bank  Note!  12,300    0 
<  19.  Received  more  in  full  -  15,510    0 


27,810  0 
^  Mj  lords,  I  bave  the  greatest  bonoar  and 
regard  for  the  House  of  ComoioDS  ima^oable, 
aiul  shall  always  pay  the  greatest  deference  to 
every  thing  that  proceeds  from  them;  even 
thei»  censure,  and  mj  misfortunes  I  bear  with 
patience,  and  submission  to  their  authority : 
And  as  I  am  sensible  their  displeasute  was 
drawn  upon  me  b^  unlucky  incidents,  and 
want  of  opportunity  of  understanding  the 
troth  of  my  case,  so  I  doubt  not  but  they  will 
l>e  pleased  that  I  have  this  opportunitv  of  de* 
fending  my  innocence,  and  clearing  it  from  the 
mistakes  and  general  prejudice  under  which  I 
liave  been  unhappily  oppressed ;  nor  can  their 
lionour  be  concerned,  or  that  of  the  Secret 
.  Committee,  if  I  am  acquitted  by  your  lordships 
of  the  crimes  laid  to  my  charge,  if  they  appear 

^toyoiir  lordships  to  be  ill-grounded;  I  shall 
therefoi'e  take  the  liberty  to  say,  I  am  ex- 
tremely surprised  to  find  the  Commons  make 
use' of  the  word  Confession  upon  this  occasion. 
Confession,  mv  lords,  implies  guilt,  and  is  the 
declaiution  of  some  fact  supposed  to  be  cri- 
minal :  But  this  is  not  mv  case,  nor,  with  sub- 
mission, is  it  the  fact ;  this  paper,  my  lords, 
this  account  proved  by  Mr.  Surman,  and  al- 
lowed by  the  House  of  Commons  to  be  an  ac- 
count of  stock  bought  and  paid  for  with  my 
own  money  in  the  beginning  o^  December 
17  i9,  was  produced  by  me  in  the  House  of 
Commons  m  my  own  justificatton,  to  prove  a 

.  Taluable  consideration  in??Mr.  Knight's  hands, 
and  security  given  for  20,000/.  South-Sea  stock 
'bought  the  banning  of  March  following,  |and 
p*id  for  by  Mr.  Knight.  This,  with  other  e& 
fects  of  nUne  of  great  value,  were  proved  to  be 
ia  his  hands 'at  that  time,  more  than  sufiident 
to  answer  the  value  of  the  said  20,000/.  stock 
bought,  b^  my  order  by  Mr.  Weymondsold ; 
whereof,  if  any  doubt  remain,  I  am  ready  to 
produce  the  most  authentic  Vouchers. 

''This Paper  produced  as  evidence  by  me 
mgaiosta  charge  of  corruption,  is  now,  by  an 
unaccountable  turn,  made  an  article  of  cor« 

'  yyption  itself,  or  at  least  tending  to  support  the 
charge  in  the  preamble  in  some  manner.  1 
cannot  very  well  ^ess  what  the  Commons 
would  infer  frOm  this  account,  or  what  it  tends 
to,  I  suppose  it  is  meant  to  shew,  that  it  was 
done  with  a  view  to  the  scheme  which  after- 
wards took  place,  and  ta  my  own  exorbitant 
pin,  since  they  are  pleased  afterwards  to  snV 
join  this  observation :  That  upon  the  20tli  of 
January  1719,  the  Commons  resolved,  that 
their  Hoosc  would,  upoa^  2Sd  of  that  BMSth, 


resolve  itself  into  a  Comauttee  of  the  lAote 
House,  to  consider  of  that  part  of  bis  maieeiy^f 
speech  which  related  to  tha  public  debts,  wfaadi 
theHeose  did  aceordtngl? ;  and  that  after* 
wards,  on  the  27th  of  Jamiafy,  the  Honsa 
again  resolved  itself  into  the  mid  committite, 
and  the  Committee  did  then  receive  'propoiab 
from  the  South-Sea  Company  for  paying  the 
public  debts. 

^"One  would  think  that  from  this  observa- 
tion, which  the  Commons  themselves 
made,  there  needs  no  other  proof;  to  shew 
the  stock  bought  in  the  beginning  of  Decern 
ber  1719,  coald  not  be  bought  with  a  view  to 
the  scheme,  that  was  not  accepted  litt  two 
months  after;  and  if  it  had  been  so,  it  woald 
have  been  no  more  tbaa  every  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  bath  done  at  all  tiaias  bcftra 
roe ;  nay,  I  may  venture  to  affina,  it  hatk  beea 
looked  upon  as'tncumbent  apoa  the  chaaociior 
of  the  exchequer,  and  all  the  other  oflfeesa  of 
the  revenue,  to  encoorage,  by  their  eaawpJas^ 
all  public  undertakings  of  this  kind ;  asal  it 
roust  not  be  foigot,  that  at  the  first  eslaMish 
roent  of  this  very  Coaipaay,  the  then  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer,  and  several  great 
officers  of  state,  did  condesoead  to  be  ^titMon 
of  (his  Coropany,  which  was  never  thoaght  a 
crime^  whether  it  was  doaa  aith  a  view  to  their 
own  interest  orHot 

"  But,  my  lords,!  w^slww  that  this  atock  was 
not  bought  with  anysach  view;  and  if  it  weia, 
that  it  does  aot  make  good  any  oae  part  of  the 
charge  in  the  biU;  for  as  it  was  beogjht  with 
my  own  money,  it  could  not  be  a  bteadi  of 
trust  in  any  manner,  nor  coald  it  bo  a  liaafe 
rocs  and  mfiuaoos  cormptioB,  ear  couki  ii^ 
in  confederacy  with  the  directors  io  their  per- 
nicious practices,  which  are  deseribed  to  httm 
been  committed  by  them  ander  the  oohiar  of 
thelateact,  and  therefore  sahseyiwt  to  it; 
nor  was  it  bought  with  a  viearto  aiy  oara  ei- 
orbitant  profit,  since  it  was  not  ooly  tsro  Bioaths 
before  the  Comnoas  accepted  the  pToposaii  of 
the  South  Sea  Company,  bat  even  befiua  the 
scheme  was  so  mnoi  as  oonmaoicated  lo  ac^ 
and»  as  I  have  nroved  to  your  kmkhips,  was 
sold  out  apun  that  very|ma^ning  the  SoatMea 
Company  were  resolved  to  outbid  tlse  Bank, 
and  carrytheir  point  at  all  haaards. 

'  '<  My  fords,  I  have  proved  to  your  InidBlnps, 
that  at  the  same  time  that  Iboaght  thiestodt 
in  the  Sooth«Sea  Compavv^  1  bought  vciynear 
the  like  valoe  in  die  JBauc,  and  ooniinoei  it 
thereafter  I1md  sold  eat  o£  the  Sontii^ea, 
which  does,  not  fook  Uke  patiriality  to  the 
South-Sea  sdieme.  I  hate  shewa 
ships,  that  immedsaselr  after  the 
proposals  were  accepted,  I  boaiht  iaSo  die  &■(- 
India  Companv,  and  net  iaio  the  Soaib^sa 
Company,  which  &  some  proof  that  I  had  ao 
great  faidi  in  their  scheme,  or  boiknneoit  «ilh 
a  view  to  my  own  profit:,  fiat  to  ana»  k 
evideat  that  this  solieoBe  was  not 
me  in  that  iniqaity  as  is  soppaeed^ 
had  not  those  vieaa  that  are  Jaid  sa 


Ihaf»sbewD|^^Jo(d«hip^ 
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the  origioal  author  or  promoter  of  this  scheme : 
I  faeve  proved  by  sir  Joho  Bluot,  that  he  first 
preeented  Uiis  scheme  to  my  lord  Stanhope^ 
soOB  after  his  majesty's  return  from  Hauover 
ia  1719.  That  my  lord  Stanhope,  some  time 
'  after,  commuiMcated  this  scheme  to  me,  and 
d«^ved  roe  to  talk  witlj  sir  John  Blunt  about  it ; 
and  that  accordiuglv,  about  the  latter  end  of 
December,  1719,  I  desired  Mr,-  Clayton  to 
meet  sir  John  Blunt  and  Mr.  Knight  at  roy  own 
house,  to  confer  about  it;  which  was  the  first 
time  that  I  talked  with  sir  John  upon  that  sub- 
ject. 

**  So  that,  my  lords,  it  is  most  evident  that 
the  stock  boogbtin  the  beginning  of  December, 
could  not  be  bought  with  a  view  of  gain  from 
4hie  scheme,  as  is  saggested  by  the  Commoes  in 
iheir  paper,  since  the  very  scheme  itself  was 
not  commnnicated  to  me  until  the  latter  end 
•f  December ;  and  taking  all  the  other  cir- 
cnmBtances  along  with  it,  that  have  been  ex- 
plained to  yonr  lordsbips,  I  am  satisfied  you 
most  think,  that  the  Commons  could  not  have 
done  ae  a  greater  service,  than  by  stating  this 
fact  as  the  chief  matter  of  their  accusation, 
which  bath  igiven  me  this  opportunity  of  clearw 
ing  up  some  mistakes,  ana  laying  open  some 
facts  that  vrere  not  known  or  underst6od  he- 
lore.         - 

*^  Tbii<  hawmg  cleared  up  tbb  matter  to  your 
lofdsbips,  I  shall  proceed  to  answer  the  next 
and  laat  article  laid  to  my  charge,  as  it  was  de- 
iiveced  by  ttse  Commons'  io  your  lordships,  in 
I    which  tbey  siTO  your  lordships  an  account  of  a 
,    tra&saation  m  their  Hoose,  relating  to  the  can- 
celhog  some  accounts  between  Mr.  Hawes  and 
I    mf «    I  do  not  find  that  the  Commons  made 
thi|  a  diarge  a^nst  me,  in  any  of  their  Reso- 
I    lutiont  that  night  tbey  committed  me  to  the 
I    Tower  ;  bat  as  this  story  had  the  greatest  ef- 
fect to  inflame  and  raise  a  prejudice  against  me 
,     in  their  Hoase,  so  I  doubt  not  but  that  it  is  laid 
.  before  yonr  lordships  in  this  solemn  manner,, 
with  an  expectation  tha^it  should  have  the  same 
iffee^  ia  this  House. 

**  My  Lords,  I  know  very  well  that  many  of 
"^  ju(%ee  io  the  other  House,  who  acquitted 
mt  of  every  part  of  the  charge  brought  against 
me,  coold  notget  over  this  sHght,  this  ridiculous 
incident.  'I  must  own,  my  lords,  my  conduct 
apoft  that  occasion  was  not  so  calm  and  cir- 
eaoupect  as  my  circumstances  required  :  but 
it  might  have  warmed  a  man  of  a  much  more 
even  temper  than  myself,  to  see  a  most  in- 
aeoent  action  represented  in  such  a  suspicious 
%fat  by  tha^seeret  Committee,  as  to  appear,  in 
tame  meaeane^  criminal :  aod  besides  this,  my 
.  loKi%  the  order  mentioned  at  the  Conference 
ta  hava  baen  made  for  me  to  produce  these  ac- 
coaolSywatintrodaoed  in  such  a  manner,  as 
nught  snipiise  and  shade  the  most  wary  man 
aUva;  to  be  alkacked,  as  I  was,  entering  the 
House,  aad  beforel  was  got  to  my  place,  in  a 
.  '9ktm  BBparliameataryHnetbod,  and  by  an  uih 
'peaadaated  motion,  by  one,  who,  of  all  men 
.  wag,  had  theicastright  to  make  that  demand, 
•Bd  who  cottld  fumisb,  if  ha  pleased,  from  his 


own  books  of  sccomp(s,  more  matter  of  en* 

Juiry,  than  all  other  accomptants  put  together, 
should  not  have  mentioned  this,  but  that  I , 
see  that  transaction  taken  notice  of  in  the 

J>aper  delivered  to  yonr  lordships  at  the  Con^" 
erence. 

'<  The  ate  that  hath  been  made  of  this  story, 
has  been  to  inflame  and  stir  up  the  minds  of 
men  to  believe  that  there  were  the  greatest  se» 
crets,  the  most  criminal  matters,  coutained  in 
these  books  ;  and  that  they  were  cancelled,  or 
burnt,  in  order  to  destroy  evidence.  I  own, 
my  lords,  when  this  matter  was  pressed  upoa 
me  in  the  House  of  Commons,  I  treated  it  with 
neglect  end  indifference,  as  knowing  m^  own 
innocence,  and  not  dreaming  of  the  cnmihsl 
afld  false  construction  that  was  aiferwards  put 
upon  it ;  But  since  it  has  been  so  universally 
understood  to  roy  prejudice,  give  me  leave,  miy 
lords,  in  this  place,  to  return  my  thanks  again 
to  iiky  accusers,  that  they  have  given  me  an  op- 
portunity, before  the  supreme  court  of  judi- 
cature of  this  kingdom,  to  clear  up  this  matter, 
and  to  shew  to  the  world,  that  there  is  no- 
thiuff^  in  this  story,  either  criminal  or  suspiciouf. 

"I  thank  roy  accusers,  my  lords,  for  giving 
me  this  opportunity  of  shewing  the  world,  that 
there  is  a  vast  difference  between  an  examine^ 
tion  taken  before  your  lordships,  and  an  ex- 
amination taken  before  the  Secret  Committee ; 
for  it  may  very  probably  happen,  that  they 
may  be  mistaken  in  what  rdates  to  me,  since 
every  part  of  their  report  hath  been  either  re- 
jected or  dropt  by  the  Hpnse  of  Commons, 
which  related  to  any  other  man  living. 

**  I  perceive  your  lordships  took  this  matter 
first  into  your  consideration,  as  observing  the 
Commons  to  lay  the  greatest  stress  upon  it. 
You  have  examined  Mr.  Hawes  in  the  strictest 
manner,  in  relation  to  the  nature  of  these'  ac- 
counts, and  the  manner  of  cancelliog  them. 
He  has^told  your  lordships,  '  That  there  was 
'  nothing  criminal  contained  in  those  aocounty; 
'  That  there  was  nothing  in  them  relating  to 

*  me  as  a  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  nor  to 
'  him  as  a  director  of  the  South  Sea  company, 

<  or  as  a  receiver  of  the  customs ;  that  there  was 

*  nothing  in  them  that  could  be  construed  a 

<  breach  of  trust ;  nothing  that  couU  be  called 

*  a  combination  with  the  South  Sea  directors, 

*  or  had  any  relation  to  .them  ;  nothina  that 
^  coulc^be  called  corruption,  or  any  thinglike  it.^ 
He  says, '  He  bought  some  stock  for  me  kk  De- 
'  cember  1719,  but  that  it  was  sold  agftin  in 
^  three  or  four  days  after,  for  very  small  profit. 

*  And  lastly,  he  says,  this  stock  was  bought  and 
'  paid  for  with  my  own  money,  and  not  with 

<  the  public  money,  or  the  Company's  money/ 
As  to  the  manner  of  cancelling  them,  he  says, 

*  It  was  done  in  October  last,  before  the  king's 

*  return,  and  loo^  before  the 'parliament  met ; 

*  that  I  had  long  since  passed  my  public  ao- 

*  counts,  viz.  in  April  1730,  that  those  aceoants 
'  were  passed  at  my  pressing  instances  in  half 

*  the  time  that  any  of  my  predecessors  had 

<  passed  theirs ;  that  I  had  afterwards  daily  iD> 

*  licited  bin  to  have  dmia  prifata  acootmie 
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<  mfule  up  and  delivered^  bat  that  his  mfiairs 

*  would  not  permit  him  to  do  it  till  pctober 
<.last ;    That  I  bad  pressed  bim  to  deliver  ap 

*  these  ac<;ouDt5y  not  only  long  before  the  ^tocK 

*  fell|  but  before  it  rose ;    that  these  accounts 

*  were  cancelled,  after  I  bad  given  him  a  dis- 
'  charge,  by  mutual  consent;  and  that  he  be- 

*  Heves  it  was  not  done  with  a  design  to  conceal 

*  them  from  this  enquiry.' 

<<  My  lords,  this  is  the  Evidence  of  Mr. 
Hawes  ;  and  I  do  not  wonder  that  your  lord- 
ships were  under  some  surprize,  that  a  matter 
represented  in  so  different  a  light,  and  with 
which  my  enemies  have  made  so  much  noise 
and  clamour,  should,  at  last,  come  out  as  a  fair 
and  indifferent  action,  in  which  neither  the 
public  nor  any  private  person  was  concerned, 
and  ta,  have  been  done  without  a  design  of 
concealing  or  covering  any  fraud  wha^oever. 

*<  There  is  something,  m;|r  lord^,  I  must  ob- 
serve to  you  upon  this  occasion,  that  make^  me 
wonder  how  this  transaction  came  to  hp  so 
ipuch  insisted  on,  unless  it  was  to  inflame  more 
than  to  convince  ;  and  that  is,  my  lords,  (as  t 
humbly  conceive)  that  in  case  these  books  had 
heen  in  being,  and  there  had  been  any  thing 
criminal  in  them,  or  that  might  any  way  affect 
|ne  to  my  prejudice,  j^our  lordships  would. not, 
as  you  are  a  court  of  justice,  oblige  me  to  pro- 
duce t^em  against  myself ;  this  is  a  fundamental 
maxim  in  law,,  and  has  never  been  broke 
.through  in  the  most  violent  and  arbitrary  times., 
And  the  House  of  Lords,  in  their  enquuries  in 
1640,  were  so  tender  of  this  great  principle  of 
law  and  justice,  that  they  made  it  a  special  in- 
.struction  to  their  Committee,  that  tlie  judges 
they  bsui  ordered  to  be  examined,  should  not 
be  exaroiued  upon  any  thing  to  accuse  them- 
^Ives.  And  the  Commons,  during  all  the  enor- 
.mities  of  those  times,  never  broke  through  this 
rule,  till  they  came  to  decide  all  things  by  the 
aword  :  And  therefore,  my  lords,  if  these  ac- 
cpuats  could  not  judicially  be  demanded  of  nie, 
in  case  they  were  in  beins,  and  contained  any 
.thing  criminal  in  them  ;  there  can  certainly  be 
no  crime  in  my  jiaving  disposed  of  them  as  I 
thought  fit,  especially  if  it  ^e  considered,  that 
.they  were  niy  own  urivate  books,  no  ways  re- 
latmg  to  me  as. a  public  accomptant,  contaiu- 
ing  notliing  in  them  criminal,  or  affecting  the 
interest  of  any.  other  person. 

*'  I  know,  my  lords,  very  well,  that  in  the 

case  of  a  deed  destroyed,  if  a  witness  proyes 

that  thene  was  in  that  deed  any  clause  to  the 

a^van^age  of  a  third  person,  or  to  the  prejudice 

of  hun  that  destroyed  it,  such  clause  pball  be 

"  construed  in  the  ^tronzest  manner  against  t^e 

persoalMt  destroyed  thie  deed.     ^^tJ;his,my 

lords,  is  not  my  case : ,  l^ere  is  no  evideii9e  pro- 

Vduced  to  prove  aqy.  thing  criminal  in  tlit^se  ac- 

count^,^bnt  oa  the  contrary  ;  so  that  in  l^w 

and  equity  they  would  ha  taken  as  accou[\ts 

aubsistme  in  jny  favour,  tliough  unadvi^edjy 

cancelled.      Mr.  Hawes's  tcsumonr,  relftt^^g 

.  to  the  aqcQoots  in  these  botjkij,  affords  yopr. 

.iordships  another  instance,  chat  may  ^aUifj 

XW^i^cUb^ihat  i  had  o^  view  to  the  South 


Sea  schema  in  my  transactions  contained  io 
those  books;  since  it  appears  by  his  e%vdeao9 
concerning  the  stopk  metition^  in  tbem,  chat 
I  parted,  with  it  before  the  scheme  took  place. 
But  let  that  be  as  it  wilt,  can  any  man  call  it 
a  criminal  circumstance  to  commit  the  papers, 
after  they  were  cancelled,'  to  the  ^re  ?  No  aiy 
lords,  it  was  a  legal  and  an  innocent  actieo« 

**  Thus,  my  lonls,  I  have  gone  throogb  cwiy 
part  of  the  charge  against  me,  either  as  it  has 
been  stated  by  the  Commons,  or  fallen  oader 
the  examinauon  of  your  lordships  ;  add  I  bope 
there  is  nothing  omitted  in  my  deftmce^  that  » 
necessary  to  prove  my  innocence  to  the  sabt^ 
faction  of  alt  that  hear  me ;  bdt  if  tha  taut 
doubt  remain  with  your  lordships,  in  rtiaticNi 
to  any  one  fact  changed  upon  me,  1  beg  I  mmj 
have  the  opportunity,  befbre  I  go  from  tins 
bar,  of  cleanng  it  up,  which  I  do  not  doabt  la 
do  by  the  plainest  proofs  in  the  world. 

**  If  therefore  the  charge  of  the  Comnoas  ia 
the  preamble  of  this  bill  cannot  be  supported  ia 
any  part  of  it,  by  any  one  fact  whatsoever;  can 
your  lordships  ever  be  induced  to  consent  to 
such  parts  of  the  bill  as  subject  me  to  vn  ar- 
bitral^ jurisdiction,  and  cruel  and  new  indented 
punbhments?  My  lords,  the  laws  are  onr  bbth- 
rigbt,  and  the  guide  and  meaihife  of  all  oar 
actions;  but  where  is  the  law  (hat  I  have  brokeo? 
Or,  indeed,  where  is  the  crime,  or  the  fact  tliat 
is  supposed  to  be  a  crime,  and  in^ich  is  to  be 
punished  by  a  law  made  ex  voit/acio  f  A  law, 
my  lords,  that  dispenses  with  the  Terj  fonni  «' 
iudicature,  and  sets  up  a  tribunal  i^bAHid  of 
before  in  any  free  country  ? 

*'  I  believe,  my  lords,  this  biH  is  very  little 
understood  by  most  bf  the  gentlemeti  of  liie 
House  of  Commons  ;  and,  perhaps,  yonr  lord- 
ships may  think  the  penalties  of 'tto  Ulless 
severe,  at  least  ip  respect  to  me,  thiuoi  they  are, 
but  ydur  lordships  will  give  die  leave  t6  eaplaia 
that  matter  to  you  in  such  a  manner,  that  yoo 
may  better  judge,  whether  I  have  committed 
any  offence  equal  to  such  severe  and  Sgaamioi- 
ous  punishments. 

**  My  lords,  as  the  bill  now  ftaBcb,  aM  a^ 
personal  estate,  and  great  part  of  mj  real  es- 
tate, which  belon^edto  me  on  tha  tftt  of  Jaie 
1730,  or  at  anytime  since,  is  vested  in  the 
trustees,  to  be  sold  and  applied  t6  tlie  ttsas  of 
this  act ;  so  that  I  am  stnpt  at  ohce  of  etery 
shilling  but  what  is  settled  txpOn  mj  hnAf^Mad 
wherein  t  am  but  tenant  tbt  lififr." '  Allar  tMs, 
my  lords,  I  am  obliged  to  give  100,0601.  se> 
curity  by  recognizance,  tHth  two  otlier  panoas 
to  be  bound  for  me  in  1^5,0001.  a  pitca,  tftat  I 
shall  not  depart  the  kingdom  b^fim  at 
^time.  Thisvvas  not  the  case  e^  the  dfa 
but  it  is  mine,  that  after  m^  eslsfie  is 
from  me,  t  aio  bdfia^  to  ^ive  iftb^il/  to  the 
Wb^'of  ted  times  i^or^,  tbAn  I'ini  ykmUb.  is 
,^ere  a  friend  in  the  woiid  that  'can  lnBaft  I 
am' guilty  ofthe  least  thSk|g1&iA  t6  taj'di 
tbat  will  b^  security  Ibf  mtfMift  tfai§*  MM 


security  » 
Or  .fiave' I'any    coiin^t^  sacilH^  'to    give, 
but  the  lit^e  jstocl  df  oMk  ind  repof^  - 
that  this  iili  (Mnoi^uSkt  nwi^  f  Bift 

"  Digitized  by  V^OC    '     -    '  '^  - 
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Botlmcti  think,  and  mj  eoemies  boatC,  that 
kmj  bftie  beed  very  bouDtiful  to  ine^  and  they 
«re  made  me  easy.  If  that  be  the  case,  my 
nrds>  wbatoccafiioQ  is  there  to  suspect  I  should 
f  from  mj.  country,  my  friends,  and  my  es- 
ftte  I  Bat  if  my  case  be  otherwise,  if  I  am 
nrse  used  than  any  of  the  directors ;  if  I  am 
lore  branded  and  exposed  than  any  other  per- 
•n  in  'this  bill ;  who  will  not  be  apt  to  judge, 
lom  what  bas  passed,  that  the  same  spirit 
hat  bas  brought  me  to  this,  may  be  carried  to 
;reater  extrtauty  ?  Am  I  not  by  this  bill  put 
Qto  ibe  power  of  every  villain,  of  this  yery 
linker  herv^  whose  evidence  is  his  merit  ?  Am 
[not  obbged  to  live  in  the  dread,  and  at  the 
nerOy  of  erery.  informer  like  him  ?  Others  may 
hmkL,  and  the  directors  perhaps  may  throk  life 
inder  these  circumstances  to  be  tolerable; 
l>ut  to  nicy  my  lords,  there  can  be  no  comfort 
in  k»  but  what  my  own  innocence  secures  to  me. 

*'  There  are  some  clauses  in  the  bill  that 
oblige  me  to  give  in  inventories  of  my  real  and 
personal  estate  from  such  times^  and  in  such  a 
mansier,  as  is  impossible  to  be  complied  with ; 
baviog  never  kept  my  accounts  in  such  a  me- 
thod, as  those  that  are  bred  up  to  trade  and 
Rgmres  aire  used  .to  do ;  and^I  believe  very  few 
gentlemen  in  the  kingdom  would,  in  their  own 
caseSf  think  tW  practicable.  But  if  my  ac- 
counts llod  been  regularly  k^pt,  as  I  have  no 
olerks  or  book«4eep^rs  to  swear  to  them,  so 
I  do  not  knof»  of  what  use  it  could  be  to  pro- 
dneetbemto  these  trustees,  in  case  they  are 
oiinded  U>  dispute  them  ;  for  though  they  are 
entitled  only  to  the  inerementum  of  my  estate 
fince  tbefirst  of  October  1718,  yet  as  they  are 
to  bt  vested  wkh  the  whole  of  my  persona], 
and  great  part  of  my  real  estate ;  and  as  I  am 
tod^vernpall  m^r  writings^  papers,  and  ao- 
counts  to  tlKrm,it  is  impossible  to  make  out 
any  claim  before  them  in  any  manner  whatso- 
ever. Abd  pray,  my  lords,  observe  the  difH- 
<^tiesor  absurdities  of  thb  caserHere  is  a 
et)art  erebted  of  nine  persons,  with  absolute 
and  tmiimited  powers ;  fpme  of  these  gentle- 
men/ perhaps,  have  been'  accusers,  but  all  of 
them  are  to  be  jodges  and  pkriies ;  my  estate 
iind  ray  title  if  to  t^  put  into  their  hand^,  and 
theti  I  ana  to  claim  what  can  never  be  made 
our,  but  by  the  very  writrnp  in  their  possession. 
Wat  ever  such  a  jurisdiction  established  upon 
earlbbelbre,  where  laws  were  in  use  ?  No,  my 
lovdft,  tbe  original  cause  of  all  laws,  and  of  civn 
goverhtnrtity  was  to- prevent  men's  judgmg  for 
Cheinsel^s,  and  tf>  oblige  them  to  submit  all 
disputable  matters  to  indifferent  parties;  This 
is  in  b  partSodlar  irtnoner  the  basis  of  all  our 
laws,  aad  it  k  the  only  pillar  by  which  justi4:e 
and  eqdity  oad  be  isupported. 

''But,  n^  lerds,  tnere  is  another  circum- 
•tance,  which,  in  the  situation  of  my  affairs, 
makes  any  claim  tmpractioable ;  that  is,  my 
lord^,  the  onuiprobandi  lies,  in  a  great  mea- 
imre,  npoa  me,  whicb^  in  i^gard  to  m^  per- 
•onat  estate,  is  impossible  ;  unless  my  jndges 
are-wilJing  to  begiuded  by  the  drc^mitances  (^ 
my  aflairs^  and  my  own  testimony. 


*^  For  instance,  my  lords,  it  appears  to  your 
lordships  that  there  was  an  account  betwee^i 
Mr.  Hawes  and  me  for  seven  years  past, 
wherein  most  of  my  effects  were  contained^ 
and  he  says  aboot  30,000/.  South  Sea  stock 
was  bought  before  the  scheme  took  place,  with 
my  own  money  :  It  appears  bv  the  paper  de- 
livered at  the  Conference,  that  I  bought  by 
Mr.  Knight,  two  mouths  before  the  South  Sea 
proposals  took  place,  29,000/.  South  Sea  stock, 
and  had  several  other  effects  in  his  hands ;  at^d 
Mr.  Surman  has  proved  that  Mr.  Knktit  to]d 
him,  that  he  owed  me  a  great  sum  of  money 
long  before  this,  having  kept  my  cash  for  two 
or  three  years  before,  noue  of  which  can 
be  supposed  to  be  the  increase  of  my  es-  . 
tate  since  October  1718.  How  is  it  possible 
my  lords,  I  can  prove  one  word  of  it?  As  to 
Air.  Knight|  it  is  not  eijpected  I  should  produce 
him  ;  aad  as'  for  Mr.  Hawes,  he  says,  those 
accounts  are  cancelled,  and  he  has  made  no 
other  entry  o£  them.  How  is  it  possible,  Uien, 
to  prove  any  thing,  especially  to  the  satisfac- 
Hon  of  my  judges,  who  are  also  parties  ?  For 
it  must  be  to  their  satisfaction,  and  not  other* 
wise,  the  bill  says,  that  my  proofe  must  be 
made.  If  they  are  not  pleasea  to  be  satisfied, 
then,  indeed,  I  may  appeal  to  another  coart 
erected  for  this  purpose,  viz.  to  tbe  judges,  in  ^ 
Westminster  *  Hall,  who  vrill  expect  legal 
evidence  to  maintain  an  appeal,  which,  in  m j 
case,  my  lords,  I  have  shewn,  is  not  to  be 
done. 

**  I  cannot  but  take  notice  of  one  punishment 
more  that  seems  to  be  oddly  suited  to-  that 
part  of  my  accusation  relating  to  the  cancel* 
ling  of  my  accounts  with  Mr.  Hawes :  The 
Commons,  for  want  of  having  that  matter 
cleared  up,  as  it  has  been  before  your  lordships, 
have  thought  that  transaction  a  great  offence  ; 
and  tlie  punishment  of  that  o£feoce  is,  th^t  I 
hhhW  make  up  those  very  accounts,  which  my 
accusers  say  are  destroyed,  and  which  are  no 
more  in  bemg  ;  indeed  I  must  own  they  have 
been  so  kind  as  to  exempt  me  from  all  danger 
on  this  head  for  the  future,  by  disabling  me 
from  having  any  more  accounts  to  make  up. 

**  Since  I  have  spoke  of  disabling,  my  jorda, 
I  beg  leave  to  take  notice  of  a  Qiaose  that  con* 
tains  a  new  and  dangerous  punishment,  that 
was  lately  added  to  this  bill;  that  is,  my 
lords,  the  clause  for  incapacitating  the  Ute 
sub-^vernor,  dec.  from  sitting  or  votiiy  in 
either  house  of  parliament,  or  from  holding 
any  office  or  place  of  trust  ander  bis  majesty^ 
his  heirs  •r  Unccessors.  i 

"  My  lords,  t  must  presume  to  aay»  firom 
some  httle  incidents  that  have  happened,  this 
clause  was  not  the  ponisbment  of  a  South  Sea 
sin, '  and  thes6  unfortunate  m^n  were  9nl5 
thrown  in,  td  make  the  draagbt  go  down  th« 
better. '  Bpt  hovr  consistent  tbia  pooasbment 
may. b^  with  good  policy  nod  a  m»  govem- 
meot,  I  sobmit  to  vour  lordships  oonsideration. 

'*  Here  are  oo  lestf  than  34  felbw  sabjecU 
cat  oflF  attme  Aroke  from  tbe  con^miMiweiiltb, 
and  stript  of  tbe  birthrights  and  privileges  of 
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Englishmen  ;  I  oMotion  it  to' jour  lordships  as 
you  are  the  guardians  of  those  rights  and  pri- 
>il^es,  that  you  may  oppose  an  attempt,  in 
its  first  ioscanqe,  that  seems  to  threaten  our 
^onstitutiooy  and  shake  even  Magna  Charta 
iuelf.  No  man,  since  we  were  a  nation,  has 
been  so  bold  as  to  think  of  creating  so  danger- 
cos  a  precedent,  which,  if  it  bad  been  estab- 
ISahed  sooner,  had  before  this  day  eiceedingly 
thinned  the  ranks  of  our  ablest  patriots. 

'<  But,  my  lords,  if  this  Bill  must  pass  in 
any  manner  as  to  me,  I  am  not  concerned  as 
to  the  efiecte  of  this  clause.  I  say,  if  this  Bill 
pass,  (as  they  say  it  must)  my  ambition  is  at 
an  end :  it  is  too  late  fer  me  to  begin  the  world 
•gain;  but  an  iU-natored  man  would  be  pleas- 
ed, at  his  going  off  the  stage,  to  leave  this  le- 
gacy to  those  that  come  after  him, 

•<  Precedents,  my  lords,  will  advance,  and 
this  precedent  will  not  sleep.  The  violence  of 
the  times,  and  the  rage  of  parties,  »  too  great 
to  drop  a  precedent  so  useful  as  this  will  be. 

<*  I  shaJl  trouble  your  lordships  no  more 
than  to  say,  that  if  I  most  be  sacrificed  to  ap- 
uease  the  fury  of  the  misguided  multitude,  I 
heartily  wish  it  may  have  that  effect,  which  will 
be  some  alleviation  to  my  misfortunes.  But  in 
Thin  have  the  guilty  appeared  against  roe !  in 
vain  have  they  stirred  up  the  nation  for  one 
nan's  ruin  ;  mj  fall  will  screep  or  secure  no 
man;  if  I  am  moocent,  there  is  nothing  can 
make  roe  guilty.  Let  the  storm  rage  never  so 
bigh  at  present.  Englishmen  will  grow  calm  by 
degrees,  truth  is  great,  and  ivill  prevail.'' 

Mr.  Aislabie  bein^  withdrawn,  the  Lords  or- 
dered such  other  Witnesses,  as  he  had  to  pro- 
duce, to  be  examined  the  next  dav ;  and  that 
the  ^directors  of  the  Sword-Blade  Company 
should  then  attend  with  their  books.  Accord- 
ingly, on  the  Wih  of  Julv,  the  Lords  in  a 
grand  committee,  resumed  the  consideration  of 
that  affair,  and  examined  the  Sword-filade 
Company,  and  their  books,  by  which  it  ap- 
pearing, that  Mr.  Waller  bad  received  vast  sums 
on  account  of  South-Sea  stock,  their  lord- 
ships did  not  think  fit  to  call  for  any  other  wit- 
nesses ;  neither  did  Mr.  Aislabie  desire,  that 
the  members  of  the  Commons,  who  bad  been 
summoned,  should  be  examined. 

Me.  Aislabii*s  second  Dbfevcb.]  But 
being  called  in,  and  asked,  what  he  had  farther 
C9  say  iv  his  own  defence,  he  spoke  as  follows ; 

••  My  Lords, 
'<<  I  have  already  endeavoured,  and,  I  hope,, 
with  success,  to  satisfy  your  lordships,  that  the' 
charge  laid  against  me  m  the  Bill  now  depend- 
iM,  cannot  be  Aipported  by  any  general  jpart 
of  the  preamble,  not  by  the  particular  facts 
stated  by  the  Commons,  nor  by  any  evidence 
produced  before  your  lordships. — As  your 
lordships  have  examined  all  the  witnesses  re- 
commended by  the  Commons  to  support  tfaeir 
charge,  I  did  conclude,  when  I  came  hither 
thin  da^Ti  that  siter  what  I  said  y^KcnlEy,  I 
4. 


should  not  be  called  upon  to  offer  any  tki^ 
more  in  my  justificatioD.- 

*'  But  now,  my  lords,  I  find  heve  is  aacv 
matter  started,  relating  to  Mr.  Waller's  ac- 
count with  the  SwofxI-Blade  Compaay,  wfaici 
is  not  within  your  lordships*  order,  that  ^le- 
fines  me  to  such  matters  only  as  relace  to  m^ 
own  defence.  I  have  been  a  little 
and  silent  upon  this  occasion,  not 
whether  your  lordships  expected,  or  «k 
it  was  fit  that  I  should  take  any  notioe  of  k; 
for  as  the  Commons  bave  not  transaaitteii  Uib 
matter  to  your  lordships,  as  a  gaooDd  of 
charge,  I  take  it  for  granted,  they  did  i 
it  worth  your  lordships'  enquiry,  or  proper  Jbr 
your  judgment,  being  ratber  a  matter  of  c£a- 
mour,  and  only  calculated  for  the  people. 

'<  I  must  own,  my  lords,  if  it  is  eapected  I 
should  give  an  account  of  thb  traosactioav  I 
am  at  a  loss  to  know  how  to  go  aboot  it.  Fer, 
first,  I  do  not  know  the  contents  of  this  ac- 
count, and,  in  the  next  place,  bow  shall  I  oiake 
it  bear  to  my  charge,  or  any  part  of  it  ?  How  is 
it  made  out  to  be  a  breach  of  trust  in  tbeC 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer,  to  credit  his 
law  with  any  sum  of  money  ?  Or  how  has  be 
thereby  combined  with  the  Sontb-Sea  dircctois 
in  their  pernicious  practtces  I  Or  how  eo^ 
he,  in  such  an  act,  be  guilty  of  dangerous  aad 
inAimous  corruption?  There  bas  notbiog  ap- 
peared to  your  lordships  concamiog  tfass  tiaos- 
action,  but  the  sum  total  of  tba  whole  ^*?r^n— 
in  such  a  time;  and  it  may  bappaoy  that^  a 
great  part  of  this  transaction  has  oo  relatioB  to 
South-Sea  stock,  and  that  a  tenth  part  oC  it 
does  not  belong  to  roe. 

«  But  where  are  my  labours  to  end?  Howis 
it  possible,  my  lords,  for  me  to  dress  op  this 
matter  to  be  a  charge  against  myself;  It  is  la 
be  imagmed,  I  suppose,  that  all  thesa  transac- 
tions have  been  upon  my  account,  and,  con- 
sequently, that  I  must  have  been  a  great  gainer. 
I  pity  the  malice  of  my  enemies,  that  are  re- 
duced to  such  poor  shifts,  as  to  endeavoar  to 
prove  my  deep  views  and  designs  firem  the 
most  stupid  folly  in  the  world,  and  my  riches 
and  exorbitant  gains  from  this  instanca^  and 
another  which  I  shall  presently  mention  to  yov 
lordUiips,  that  plainly  shew  my  loffses.  For  ii 
it  possible,  my  lords,  that  a  man,  who  is  sap- 
posed  to  know  the  world,  that  is  thoucbt  ca- 
pable of  forming  a  scheme,  and  of  directing  the 
very  directors,  should  be  so  destitute  of  proper 
agents,  as  to  trust  his  nagociations  to  an  aocx- 
perienced  youth,  who,  by  bis  tiaasaotioai^ 
seems  to  have  dipt  as  much  in  the  wbioss  sf 
the  alley,  as  aby  adventurer  of  th^  all  ?  Tht 
absurdity  is  too  ereat,  my  brds^  to  gain  credit 
any  where,  modi  less  in  this  place,  that  oac^ 
upon  whom  the  eyes  of  the  world  w«ra.  fixed, 
and  whose  actioiu  mig^ht  be  canTasaed  widi 
great  severit^Fy  should,  m  order  to  conceal  hii 
affairs,  commit  them  to  a  near  relatioiiy  actiag 
in  the  most  open  ^d  nngnarded  manner. 

^  And  as  my  apprehensions,  daring  the  ei^ 
cotioa  of  this  scheme,  were  bacofDe  rfmaildMi» 
and  the  jeit  of  «B^]M08dwrkediaitp  thereat 
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be  nothing  more  extravtigaot  than  to  make  me 
a  party  to  this  gentlelnaD's  transactions,  which 
were  visibly  carried  on  with  a  spirit  very  dif- 
ferent from  mine,  and  which,  from  the  natdre 
of  them,  seem  to  be  the  eflfect  of  rash  councils, 
and  suited  to  the  phrenzy  of  the  times.  Mr. 
Waller,  my  lords,  is  a  near  relation,  but  entirely 
independent  of  me,  and  who  consulted  me  less 
upon  this  occasion,  than  any  other  man,  where- 
of this  transaction  with  the  Sword-Blade  Com- 
pany  is  the  strongest  evidence :  For,  as  he  has 
tola  your  lordships,  that  I  never  knew  of  this 
account,  or  his  keeping  his  caih  there  till  they 
broke;  so  it  is  improbable  I  should  trust  all  my 
affairs  to  his  management,  who  dealt  with  a 
conapany  in  whom  I  never  had  any  faith,  nor 
with  whom  I  ever  bad  any  dealings. 

**  As  to  the  greatness  of  this  transaction,  I 
feMist  own,  my  lords,  if  the  memory  of  this  year 
QDuld  be  obliterated,  it  might  very  wdl  surprize 
[IS ;  but  I  must  observe  to  your  lordships,  that 
this  som  of  700,000/.  is  not  the  balance  of  the  ac- 
Boant  at  any  one  point  of  time,  as  is  generally 
iindentood,  bur  the  total  amount  of  several 
Hims  paid  and  repaid  many  times  backward 
Mid  forward,  and  sometimes  great  part  of  it 
the  same  day.  And  any  person  used  to  ao- 
Sounts  most  know,  the  40tn  part  of  this  sum 
was  more  than  sufficient  to  answer  the  whole 
lom  of  700,000/. 

*^  Many  of  vonr  lordships  know  the  truth  of 
what  Mr.  Waller  has  told  you,  viz.  that  a  great 
many  young  gentlemen,  and  others,  (whose 
beginning  was  not  so  considerable  as  Mr.  Wal- 
er'a,  who  had  a' very  good  real  and  personal  es- 
Ate  before  the  South-Sea  scheme  was  thought 
>f)  hn^e  transacted  for  as  much  as  be  did.  Nor 
loet  it  follow  from  the  greatness  of  the  trans- 
ictioD,  that  the  profit  was  extraordinary,  since 
naoy  have  dealt  for  greater  sums  than  this, 
mkote  fortunes  are  hir  fironi  beioe  improved ; 
lod  it  is  very  plain,  that  10,000^  stock,,  not 
ttirred  at  all,  till  sold  out  at  the  best  advantage, 
v#uld  have  brou|ht  more  profit  than  all  these 
lanerous  transactions  put  togetlier. 

**  My  lords,  I  am  very  free  to  own,  that 
»S,000/.  of  this  sum  belonged  to  me,  great  part 
vbereofisnow  locked  up  in  the  Sword-Blade 
}omptakyt  and  depends  upon  the  eoodness  of 
heir  secnrity ;  and  I  am  far  from  declining  to 
^e  year  lordships  the  most  perfect  account  I 
Ad'of  all  my  transactions,  notwithstanding  Mr. 
tVaUer  is  not  abk  to  do  it,  who  never  kept  any 
egalar  aocoonts  that  ever  I  saw.  but  did  every 
bmg  in  the  same  hurry  and  connnion,  as  most 
icbef  yohng  gentlemen  at  that  time  did.  I  do 
IOC  perceive  that  your  lordships  have  entered 
aCO  the  examination  of  this  aoconnt,  any  for- 
b^r  tban  to  know  the  sum  total,  whidi  has  not 
akea  up  much  of  your  lo^bips  time,  notwith- 
tandifig  the  gentlemen  of  the  Secret  Commit- 
ce  have  eaiptoyed  moch  pains  in  it,  and  have 
Uepbiyed  it  as  a  discovevy  of  my  immense 
^ios,  and  a  transaction  entirely  belonging  to 
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^  My  lords,  it  is  very  bard,  that  against  all 


Stance  that  conduces  to  it,  such  an  insinuation 
should  proceed  from  any  one  man,  or  commit- 
tee of  men,  to  the  prejudice,  or  ruin,  of  an  iof- 
nocent  person.  I  dare  say,  mv  lords,  they  had 
no  qther  grounds  in  the  world  for  it,  but  the 
vain  presumption  from  Mr^  Waller's  near  rela- 
tion to  mc,  tiiat  he  acted  solely  for  me;  where- 
as it  now  appears  to  your  lordships,  by  Mr. , 
Waller's  evidence,  that  he  acted  for  many  other 
friends  as  well  as  for  me,  and  that  I  was  not 
so  much  as  privy  to  the  accounts  he  kept  with 
the  Sword-Blade  Company.  Isjt  then  pos- 
sible, my  lords,  that  your  lordships  should  give 
way  to  so  groundless  a  supposition,  as  thfit  aU 
this  account  should  belong  to  me? 

''  My  lords,  if  this  way  of  proceeding  had 
been  the  general  rule  of  judging  ia  the  cases  of 
others,  the  Secret  Comouttee  might  have  car- 
ried on  their  enquiries  against  manj  in  the  ad- 
ministration, with  much  more  justice  and  ce^ 
tainty  tlian  against  me;  and  they  might,  if  they 
had  thought  fit,  from  the  deahogs  of  several 
agents,  friends,  and  dependents,  who  dealt  for 
much  more  than  Mr.  Waller,  have  furnished 
matter  of  iniputatioo  against  persons,  concern- 
ing whom  they  are  altogether  silent*  And  if  it 
hiul  not  been  too  invidious  in  me,  my  lords,  t(» 
have  asked  the  question,  Mr.  Waller  could  have 
named  to  you  some  persons,  who  had  lesa 
fouiidation  of  their. own  th^n  himself,  and  whp 
yet  have  transacted  for  much  more,  and  who 
have  the  honpur  to  be  known  to  some  of  th^ 
Secret  Committee,  as  well  as  to  much  greater 
men  than  myself. 

'*  But,  my  lordS;  as  J  am  confined  to  what 
only  relates  to  myself,  give  me  leave  to  say, 
that  this  account  of  Mr,  Waller's  with  the 
Sword-Blade 'Company,  and  the.  account  of 
stock  bought  and  sold  by  Mr.  Weymoodsold, 
have  been  the  chief  grounds  of  my  accusation, 
or  rather  of  the  pubUo  clamour ;  though  of  the 
whole  balance  of  this  account  of  Mr.  Waller's 
when  truly  examined,  there  is  but.  53,000/.  be- 
longs to  me;  and  Mr.  Weymondsold's  great 
account  of  77,000/.  stock,  when  fairly  stated, 
is  reduced  to  13,000/.  stock,  now  in  my,  hands. 
It  was  impossible  to  work  people  up  to  suck 
violent  and  e&traordinary  proceedings,  without 
first  raising  the  public  envy  and  resentment.^ 
It  was  therefore  tnought  necessary  to  make  the 
world  beUeve,  that  I  was  immensely  rich,  and 
that  I  bad  gained  my  wealth  from  the  spoils 
and  ruin  of  the  unhappy  suflSeren.  It  was  ne* 
eessary  to  make  the  world  believe,  that  the 
scheme  was  calculated  by  me  witli  that  view, 
and  that  I  had  the  sole  conduct  of  it,  or>  ac^ 
cording  to  the  witty  turn  of  a  Very  learned 
gentleman,  that  I  was  the  director  of  the  di- 
rectors. 

*'  As  the  opinion,  m;^  lords,  of  my  exorbitant 
gains  has  almost  ui)iversally  prevailed,  be 
pleased  to  give  me  leave  to  explain  how  a  re* 
port,  so  artfully  raised  and  dispersed  about  thf 
nation,  caine,  at  last,  to  he  strengthened,  and, 
as  it  were,  sanctified  by  autbority  of  the  House 
of  Commons. 
.   '<  The  Secret  Comnutte^  whp  weie.  ap« 
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pointed  to  eiiqaire  into  these  proceedings,  had, 
tvith  great  pains  and  application,  examined 
and  searched  into  every  thing;  but  before  they 
could  be  ready  to  lay  any  grefat  discoveries  be- 
fore the  House,  in  order  to  satisfy  tbe  impa- 
tience of  gentlemen  in  some  manner,  and  to 
give  a  specimen  of  their  labours,  an  honour- 
mble  member  of  that  Committee  stood  up,  and 
pronounced  in  his  place,  that  he  had  found  oot 
above  10  millions  that  bel<|nged  to  the  direc- 
tors, and,  by  viray  of  supplement,  above  t  mil- 
lion ^nd  a  Itfilf  more  that  belonged  to  another 
gentleman,  whom  he  did  n«t  think  fit  to  name 
At  that  time.  This  hopeful  beginning  gave 
much  satisfaction  to  those  who  delight  in  great 
discoveries,  and  raised  tbe  expectation  of  all 
liis  bearers:  But  so  dull  was  I,  as  not  to 
lind  out  that  I  was  concerned  in  this  descrip- 
tion, 'till  every  libel,  and  every  news-paper  was 
^11  of  it.  But  what  did  these  vain  promises 
mmounttof  Your  lordships  have  seen  what  the 
directors  have  prodnced,  and  how  far  short  k 
falb  of  this  romantic  account.  And  as  lo  rov- 
self,  the  object  of  this  solemn  enquirvy  I  doubt 
I  shall  not  contribute  mwch,  tbougn  this  biH 
should  pass,  to  raise  the  reputation  of  the  8e^ 
cret  Committee  in  these  wonderful  discoveries. 
^*  Thus,  my  lords,  I 'have  cleared  my  way 
throuf^  all  the  dirt  and  scandal  that  hath  been 
thrown  upon  me ;  I  shall  now  beg  leave,  my 
lords,  to  lay  before  you  a  short  narrative  of  the 
rise  and  progress  of  this  scheme^  and  tbe  tue- 
cutioo  of  it,  after  k  passed  into  an  act^  as  far  as 
lias  come  to  my  knowledge,  that  your  lordships 
nay  judge  wliether  I  have  done  my  duty,  or 
Inve  been  guilty  of  any  omission. 

"  My  lords,  I  have  proved  by  sir  John 
Blunt,  that  he  first  communicated  his  scheme 
to  the  late  lord  Stanhope,  soon  after  his  ma- 
jesty's return  from  Hanover,  in  1719;  that  my 
lord  Stanhojie,  some'  time  after,  sent  this 
scheme  to  me,  and  desired  me  to  talk  with  sir 
Jonh  Blunt  about  it,  which  I  did  in  the  presence 
€(  Mr.  Clayton  and  Mr.  Knight;  that  there 
were  several  alterations  made  lu  this  scheme, 
and,  pardculaHy,  in  one  part  of  it  relating  to 
the  ftinds  of  the  Bank  and  the  East  India 
Company,  which  were  proposed  to  be  incor- 
porated into  the  funds  of  the  South  Sea  Com- 
pany. 

"  And,  at  last,  the  scheme  was  formed  and 
tgreed  to  by  all  those  in  the  administration,  as 
it  was  first  opened  and  proposed  in  the  House 
of  Commons.  And  I  do  aver  here,  before  your 
lordships,  that  there  was  not  one  stfip  taken  in 
this  aflrair  before  it  passed  into  an  act,  that  was 
not  taken  b/the  concurrence  and  approbation 
of  those  in  the  administration,  and  even  some 
of  the  Secret  Committee :  and  so  cautious  and 
diffident  was  I  of  the  success  of  so  great  an 
undertaking,  that  though  the  scheme  was 
adapted  to  the  notions  and  opinions  of  those 
gentlemen,  who,  for  two  sessions  before,  bad 
opposed  ail  measures  for.  reducing  tlie  interest 
of  the  public  debts,  till  the  Long  Annuities  were 
made  redeemable ;  yet  I  would  not  adventure 
t»  introduce  it  to  the  House  of  Commons^  till  it 


had  been  communicated  to  and  approved  c( 
by  them :  and  as  this  scheme  was  then  cakih 
lated  with  no  inconsiderable  advantages  to  tbe 
public ;  as  it  at  once  raised  three  millioDs  aod  t 
half  towards  the  discharge  of  tbe  public  debts; 
and,  at  the  same  time,  put  the  Long  and  Sboit 
•Annuities  into  a  state  of  being  redeeined;  aod, 
after  four  years,  reduced  tbe  interest  of  tbi 
whole  debt  of  England  to  4  per  cent,  and  there- 
by made  a  vast  addition  to  toe  sinking  fund;  I 
flatter  myself,  it  could  not  have  been  thooglit  s 
bad  bargain  to  the  public,  as  some  were  plosed 
to  represent  it,  or  liable  to  those  unbappj  cob- 
sequences  that  have  attended  the  alteracips 
of  it,  since  it  would  have  been  restrained  aod 
tied  down  to  such  conditions,  as  would  hare 
made  it  impossible  for  any  prelectors  to  ban 
hurt  us. 

*<  But,  my  lords,  these  measures  were  aX 
broke  at  once,  by  a  sadden  resolution  of  tkt 
Bank,  who,  before,  bad  shewn  a  great  back- 
wardness in  undertaking  any  thing  for  tbe  re- 
ducing the  public  debts,  and  had  treated  tliis 
scheme  with  great  contempt;  I  say,  my  brdj, 
as  soon  as  this  scheme  was  opened  iotbeHos«e 
of  Commons,  the  gendemeo  of  tbe  Bank  wert 
immediately  stirred  up  to  become  compctiton 
for  it,  and  to  desire  that  they  might  be  sufifered 
to  oflFer  proposabas  well  as  the  South  Sea  Com- 
pany. 

••  It  was  very  easy  to  see  the  consequences 
of  this  competition ;  and  I  expressed  my  fean 
to  all  those  in  the  king's  service  that  were  coo> 
suited  about  it;  and  we  had  a  meeting,  wbcte 
the  lords  of  the  treasury,  and  tliose  in  tbe  a^ 
ministration,  were  present,  in  order,  as  sir  JoU 
Blunt  says,  to  persuade  the  Sooth  Sea  Or- 
pany  to  advance  their  proposals,  and  to  ofier 
four  millions  certain:  It  was  then,  my  lords, 
that  I  again  expressed  my  ^rs  of  this  ander- 
taking,  and  declared,  that  I  did  oot  see  bowtk 
South  Sea  Company  could  go  through  with  it. 
if  they  were  to  give  any  more  iDOoey  for  i; 
without  the  assistance  and  concorreoce  of  Uk 
Bank,  and  much  less,  if  the  Bank  opposeii 
them;  and  upon  this,  I  proposed  to  theSOQtJ 
Sea  Company,  that  the  scheme  should  he 
divided  between  them  and  the  Bank,  wbirh 
drew  from  sir  John  Blunt  this  memorable  fac- 
ing, *  No,  sir,  we  will  never  divide  lbs  ckU.' 
For  my  part,  my  lordi^  upon  tbis  oceasios,  I 
was  entirely  for  dropping  it ;  nor  could  I  be 
prevailed  apon,  by  those  that  pressed  me  ven 
warmly,  to  liave  any  thing  more  to  do  in  it; 
and  when  a  certain  gentlmaii  of  tbe  Secret 
Committee,  at  the  instance  of  an  boaooraUe 
gentleman  that  is  since  dead,  morcd  thelfesK, 
that  the  Comtnittee  might  \ie  opened  agsis,  to 
receive  fresh  proposals  from  tbe  twocompaiiies» 
and,  as  it  were,  to  set  up  tbe  nation  toanoboB) 
I  was  80  far  from  approvm  it,  or  givingaj 
consent  to  it^  that  I  quitted^  Hoasei^iti 
and  woald  not  be  present  when  it  was  moved. 
This,  I  think,  was  shewing  m;^  dislike  of  it,  ai 
far  as  I  could  decently  do  it,  in  respect  mm 
fellow  servants,  firom  whom  I  diffored;  ssd  I 
defy  any  iDaa  t»  proi^  that  im  ihM  d^^ 
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be  last  proposals  of  the  S«ath  Sea  Company 
'^rc  actually  accepted  by  the  House  of  Com- 
ions,  I  ever  spoke  to,  or  couferred  with,  or  ad- 
ised  any  one  of  the  Directors  of  the  South  Soa 
/ompaoY,  to  bid  a  stiiUiog  more  than  they  had 
one;  and  if  they  did  advi&e  with  any  in  the  ad- 
unistration  about  these  last  proposals,  it  was 
i(her  at  my  lute  lord  Stanhope's,  or  at  Mr.  Se- 
recary  Craggs*s;  for  they  never  came  to  my  house 
fterwards,  till  ihe  bill  was  drawn.  And,  my 
>rd9,  to  shew  you  my  dislike  of  this  fatal  trans- 
crion,  (since  all  the  arguments  «gainst  me  are 
rawn  from  interest)  I  must  acqi^int  you,  that 
lie  night  before  the^  proposals  were  offered  to 
tie  House  of  Commons,  I  was  told  at  my  lord 
tanbope's,  that  some  of  the  South  Sea  Cora- 
any  bad  been  there,  and  that  they  were  re- 
vived to  out  bid  tlie  Baiik  at  any  rate.  To  this, 
ly  lords,  I  then  declared  my  dislike,  and  gave 
rders  that  night  to  sell  out  all  my  South  Sea 
took,  (eicept  8,000/.)  which  was  actually  done 
\\e  next  morning,  and  which  makes  so  great  a 
gure  in  Wcymondsold's  accottnt.  Thus,  my 
iTfiSy  if  we  were  to  judge  from  interest,  I  could 
ot  be  thought  partial  to  the  South  Sea  Com- 
any's  proposals,  when  I  had  so  little  stock  with 
tein,  and  so  much  in  the  Bank ;  and,  my  lords, 
lere  is  nothing  more  notorious,  nor  which  can 
e  proved  by  more  witnesses,  than  that  I  did 
ot  go  out  to  the  Directors  that  morninft,  to 
dvise  them  to  out*bid  the  Bank,  (as  sir  John 
Hunt  would  insinuate,  though  he  has  been  con- 
radicted  in  it  by  Mr.  Joye  and  others)  but  that  I 
It  still  in  my  place  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
ntil  tlie  proposals  were  received,  expressing 
ly  dislike  of  them  to  all  those  about  me, 
nd  publicly  declaring  in  the  House,  that  I 
)ougbt  both 'the  corporations  had  out*bid 
benuelves. 

**  Thas  was  this  scheme  accepted,  and  as 
r  JohD  Blunt  says,  become  the  act  of  the 
[ease  of  Commons;  and,  as  it  was  tbeir  act, 
:  wa&  my  duty,  by  the  oatore  of  my  office,  to 
ie  the  bill  drawn  and  brought  in  accordingly. 

"  My  lords,  there  was  something  very  extra- 
rdinary  in  the  consequence  of  this  affair,  that 
le  more  the  South  Sea  Company  in  ere  to  pay 
>  the  public,  the  higher  did  Uieir  stock  rise 
pon  it:  Whether  this  proceeded  only  from  the 
istemper  of  the  times,  that  afterwards  broke 
Bt  into  such  a  flame,  and  which  was  kindled 
y  the  opposition  of  the  Bank,  and  tbe  value 
ley  set  a4>on  the  scheme,  by  bidding  so  high 
»r  it ;  or  from  what  other  cause  I  cannot  teU  ; 
ut  from  that  time  it  became  difficult  to  govern 
;  and  let.  those  gentlemen  that  opened  tbe 
ood  •gates  wonder  at  the  deluge  that  ensued  as 
uicb  as  they  please,  it  was  not  in  one  mao^s 
»wer,  or  in  the  power  of  the  whole  adminis- 
ation,  to  stop  it,  constdenng  how  the  world 
tis  born  away  by  the  torrent,  and  particularly 
le  members  of  the  House  of  Conmons :  and 
will  be  bold  to  say,  my  lords,  and  thiie  gentle- 
ten  of  the  Bank,  I  believe,  will  own,  that  if 
ley  had  carried  the  scheme  upon  their  last  pro- 
onls,  they  could  not  have,  e«ecute4  it  with 
iccewi  and  I  will  shew  your  Wrdihipt  from 


what  they  have  done  since,  tiiat  they  wouM 
have  acted  in  the  same  manner  as  the  South 
Sea  Company  hath  done,  and  I  am  sure  with 
'  more  fatal  consequences  to  the  public, 
t  '<  Thus,  my  lords,  was  this  Bill  passed,  and 
I  whatever  conditions,  or  ref»traiiit«  might  iiave 
I  been  put  upon  the  South  Sea  Company,  if  the  , 
first  proposals  had  b«>en  accepted,  they  t»ecam6 
now  impracticable ;  nor  would  the  South  Sea 
Company  submit  to  be  controoled  in  an  under- 
taking tliey  were  to  pay  so  dc  ar  tur.  And  not* 
withstanding  it  has  been  said  that  the  scheme 
couid  have  been  executed  at  150;  yet  Mr. 
Gibbon  nas  told  you,  and  so  will  all  the 
other  Directors,  that  they  would  not  have  un- 
dertaken to  hav^  given  so  mucli  as  five  mil- 
lions, if  they  had  been  restrained  from  selling 
their  stock  higher  than  at  that  price.  And 
therefore,  as  there  was  no  power  reserved. to 
the  treasury  to  controul  the  Directors  in  the 
execution  of  the  scheme ;  and  as  there  were 
such  vast  advantages  to  accrue  from  it  to  the 
public,  there  was  nothing  remained  for  the 
treasury  to  do,  but  to  give  them  all  the  assists 
ance  they  could,  and  .particularly,  what  the  law 
had  provided  for  them. 

**  For  this  reason,  my  lords,  tbe  exchequer 
notes  were  issued  to  them,  though  at  that  time 
their  stock  was  high,  and  perhaps  they  might 
not  want  them  very  much,  since  it  was  easy  at 
that  time  for  them  to  raise  what  sum  they 
pleased  by  subscriptions. 

**  But  as  they  were  intitled  to  those  notes, 
and  as  they  were  demanded  of  the  treasury 
according  to  law,  the  commissioners  of  the 
treasvry  could  not  be  so  indiscreet,  as  to  refuse 
them,  without  taking  upon  themselves  the 
blame  of  any  miscarriage ;  and  it  is  very  plain, 
that  the  wisest  qf  the  directors,  who  saw  their 
stock  carried  to  that  monstrous  height,  where 
it  never  could  be  supported,  were  apprehensive 
of  the  Consequences  of  it,  aod  were  looking  out 
for  every  pretence  to  lay  the  blame  upon  the 
administration. 

*'  But  though  I  was  always  upon  my  guard 
in  this  point,  yet  I  do  declare,  I  never  was 
wanting  to  serve  and  assist  them  to  tbe  utmost 
of  my  power.  And  though  perhaps,  my  lords, 
it  was  in  the  power  of  the  treasury,  if  they 
would  have'  taken  upon  them  what  did  not 
belong  to  them,  to  have  run  down'  the  stock; 
yet  considering  the  parliament  was  then  sitting, 
the  greatest  part  whereof  were  deeply  eneaged 
ill  it;  it  had  been  a  bold  undertaking  for  the 
treasury  to  have  attempted  to  have  brought 
do^n  the  stock,  and  must  have  drawn  upon 
themselves  the  rage  of  all  the  sufferers,  an4 
sure  destruction. 

**  This  unhappy  affair,  my  lords,  began  at 
ti  time  when  the  passion  and  avaricious  desires 
of  mankind  are  growb  up  to  a  madness  and  a 
distemper,  and  one  cannot  without  pity  look 
back  opon^he  rage  and  folljr  of  the  year.  The 
unaccountable  success  of  this  undertaking  gave 
birth  to  many  base  and  ruinous  projects ;  and 
it  must  ever  be  a  public  reproach,  that  encou- 
Tagemest  mm  giren  to  those  two  iuibblet  that 
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were  tstabliabed,  to  laiM  m  iBpply  for  the 
sopport  of  the  civil  list^  it, is  very  well  koown 
that  tbote  two  prpjeots  did  not  proceed  from' 
me.  Whatever  opinioB  the  world  tnaj  liave  of 
tbe  8otith  Sea  scbemey  I  irill  prerame  to  say, 
these  two  projects  were  fouoded  in  greater 
iniquity,  ^nd  contributed  more  to  tbe  public 
calamity  than  any  tbina  else. 

"  After  this,  my  lords,  I  may  venture  to  say 
tbe  South  Sea  scheme  was  become  un^ovem- 
i^e;  and  some  of  tbe  wisest  of  tbe  Dinectors 
were  so  sensible  of  it,  that  to  do  diem  justice  I 
roust  declare,  they  came  to  the  treasury, 
and  offered  to  advance  the  money  for  the  Civil 
List  upon  sore  and  easy  terms,  rather  than  that 
those  bubbles  should  Uke  place. 

*^  But  though  tbe  treasury  were  provided 
with  wajs  and  means  for  a  supply  to  the  Civil 
List,  without  the  help  of  either ;  yet  those  pro- 
jects, and  others,  had  taken  such  deep  root  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  elsewhere,  as 
made  it  impossible  to  oppose  them :  and  they 
had  that  consequence  which  the  Directors  of 
the  South  Sea  Company  foretold,  and  which 
every  body  might  foresee,  vix.  to  eocrease  the 
ftame,  by  adding  this  unnecessary  fuel  to  it. 
As  the  South  Sea  Scheme  might  give  birth  to 
tbe  bobbles,  so  the  bubble^  contributed' to  raise 
the  South  Sea  to  that  height  which  brought  us 
into  this  condition. 

<^  My  lords,  I  must  not  omit  in  this  place  to 
take  notice,  that  this  spirit  of  bubbling  bad 
prevailed  so  universally,  that,  to  shew  you 
what  would  have  been  the  case  if  the  Bank  had 
obtained  the  scheme,  tbe  very  Bank  became  a 
bubble;  and  this,  my  lords,  not  by  chance  or 
necessity,  or  from  any  engagement  to  raise 
money  for  the  public  service,  hot  from  the 
tame  spirit  that  actuated  Temple-mills,  or 
Caraway's  fishery.  For  this  purpose,  my  lords, 
they  entertained  a  scheme,  in  imitation  of  the 
South  Sea,  of  lending  money  upon  their  stock, 
which  as  it  is  contributed  to  raise  the  price  of 
their  own  stock,  so  it  furnished  a  supply  of  cash 
to  tbe  gamesters  in  the  alley,  that  at  ouce 
pushed  up  the  bubbles  and  the  South  Sea  to  an 
immoderate  height.  Bot  as  this  was  intended 
chiefly >  to  .advance  their  o^n  stock,  let  tlie 
project  come  from  what  band  soever,  it  was 
founded  in  the  same  iniquity  with  any  other 
bubble,  and  was  of  ten  times  more  dangerous 
consequence :  For  as  Bank  stock  was  raised 
by  it  from  150  to  245,  and  as  it  has  fallen  from 
thence  to  130,  there  have  been  many  millions 
lost  upon  it ;  besides  the  fatal  consequence  it 
had  like  to  have  had  upon  the  public  credit; 
for,  for  want  of  this  OKiney,  which  was  locked 
up  in  loans  upon  their  own  stock,  and  cotUd 
not '  readily  be  come  at,  they  were  at  a  loss 
when  the  crush  happened,  and  were  forced 
to  have  recourse  Co  a  subscription,  supported 
chiefly  by  the  adventurers  of  die  South  Sea, 
and  to  a  memorable  bargain  with  the  South 
Sea  Company. 

**  And  here  my  lords,  whilst  I  am  speaking 
upon  this  subject,  give  me  leave  to  lament  the 
fate  of  the  unhappy  proprietor!  of  tbe  redetai* 


able  debts,  that  were  drawn  in  to  sobecribt 
their  respective  estates,  not  so  modi  horn  dbe 
arts  of  the  Sooth  Sea  Directors,  as  from  ths 
fatal  influence  and  example  of  some  pf  the 
chief  managen  and  friends  of  the  Bank ;  wbo^ 
though  they  now  make  the  greatest  clamour  for 
justice,  were  the  first  that  sabscribed  the  re* 
deemables  into  the  South  Sea  Company;  nd 
tins,  my  lords,  they  did  oot  do  bjr  snrpriw  or 
mistake,  but  upon  great  deliberation ;  htvnig 
sometime  before  prepared  for  thisjabsoip^ 
tion,  and  purchased  great  part  of  this  d^  at 
advanced  prices  for  this  purpose.  And  there 
are  some  of  these  gentlemen,  and  even  some  of 
my  accusers,  that  purchased  the  redeemables, 
who  thought  me  extremely  s'dly  for  adrinng 
them  against  endeavouring  to  naak«  their  for- 
tunes by  this  prefect  And  it  is  likewise  veiy 
remarkable,  my  lords,  that  a  letter  was  pro* 
duced  to  the  House  of  Commons,  under  the 
hands  of  the  chief  directors  of  the  Bank,  where- 
by they  made  the  most  early  application,  and 
in  the  most  hnmble  and  abject  terms  to  their 
most  determined  enem^r,  sir  John  Blunt,  to  be 
admitted  to  this  subscription.  It  was  no  won- 
der then  that  the  wisest  and  most  caotioei  of 
their  adnurers  went  along  with  them,  and  sMcb 
less  that  the  crowd  should  be  led  into  this  fotsl 
error  by  their  example. 

'*  I  do  not  say  this,  my  lords,  to  lay  aay 
blame  or  imputation  upon  the  Bank,  hot  to 
shew  your  loitlships,  that  this  grave  and  caatioat 
body  of  men  were  touched  with  die  infataatioB 
as  well  as  others;  and  that  sosoe  of  their 
greatest  friends,  and  the  loudest  oomplainaoo, 
were,  in  spite  of  nil  advice,  tbe  greatest  pusfaerf 
in  this  chimerical  project. 

<<  I  must  owa,  nj  lords,  I  was  pretty  oiiNh 
surprized  to  see  tms  work  going  on;  batai 
the  act  of  parHament  had  entimy  divested 
the  treasuryof  all  power  and  controul  over  tbe 
South  Sea  Directors,  iu  respect  to  theredesflH 
able  debts,  we  could  be  only  spectators  of  dus 
melancholy  scene. 

"  Of  this  tbe  Company  was  not  ignorant,  sod 
therefore  did  not  think  (it  to  oonsolt  ose,  or 
any  of  mjf  brethren,  about  it,  bot  hurried  itos 
to  execution  at  once.  They  knew  their  power 
too  well,  and  were  too  much  elated  with  their 
prosperity,  to  think  of  consulting  with  ths 
treasury  upon  that  occasion ;  and  to  shew  ysor 
lordships,  bow  vain  it  had  been  for  the  treuory 
to  have  interposed,  and  of  wlmt  little  wcidrt 
tbe  chancellor  of  the  techequer  was  at  met 
time  with  these  gentlemen,  before  the  treasaij 
was  ac^oumed,  I  waited  upon  some  of  the  di- 
rectors at  the  SontbSte  boose,  to  know  if  diey 
biMi  any  commands  for  the  treasury.  I,  is* 
deed,  took  the  liberty  to  recommend  to  then, 
in  a  particular  manner,  the  exuedytiRg  the  du- 
plicates of  the  subscriptions  or  tbe  redeemsble 
and  irredeemable  debts,  that  the  propriecors 
might  have  their  stock  in  tbeir  own  handi  >* 
soon  as  possible ;  but  I  found  them  too  \mf 
in  making  their  loans,  and  scjuanderiog  avsy 
the  Company^  money,  to  mind  such  triiet; 
and  so  I  was  JismisKcl  by  sir  John  fihuiti  ^ 
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e«vfr  to  ^  into  the  coantry.  Such  was  the 
iride  ofthM  nighty  projector  at  that  time,  to 
/bom  §0  muDy  have  bowed  and  sued  for  fa- 
'oura. 

"  We  ha?e  lost  the  memory  of  every  thing, 
fin  so  short  a  time  h  can  be  forgot  bow  the 
fyes  of  the  world  were  tomed  from  the  trea- 
ery,  and  the  chief  ministers  of  state,  to  this 
;reat  oracle,  whose  word  (as  sir  Theodore 
fansseii  says)  was  n  law  to  the  Company.  To 
um  we  owe  every  motion,  and  erery  desperate 
tep  that  was  takeit  in  the-  execution  of  this 
cheme:  and  therefore  I  cannot  help  saying, 
hat  the  countenance  which  has  been  sliewn 
lim  in  another  place,  is  doe  to  a  merit  thut 
las  not  yet  been  made  known  to  the  public. 

"  But  this  glory,  my  lords,  did  not  last  long, 
ind  I  was  scarce  got  down  into  the  cuontry, 
vhen  I  was  called  back  by  the  cries  of  those 
roncemed  in  this  unhappy  Company.  I  found 
:be  Lords  and  others  iu  theadmmistration  met, 
ind  using  their  ^endeavours  to  succour  and  sup- 
f>ort  the  stock.  The  Bank  b^  their  media- 
tion was  called  in  to  the  assistance  of  the 
South-Sea -Company,  and  an -agreement  was 
ntde  bettreen  tne  two  Companies,  to  which  I 
ivas  rather  a  witness  than  a  party. 

**  This  gave  some  life  to  their  stock,  and 
stopped  the  mouths  of  the  redeemables,  who 
vrere  grown  very  clamorous.  I  must  own  the 
jtist  concern  I  had  at  that  time,  and  shall 
aiwajs  retain  for  this  great  body  of  the  public 
creditors ;  and  I  _was  pleased  to  see  them  so 
well  satisfied  with  the  bargain  the  Bank  had 
made  for  them,  and  for  themselves,  upon  whom 
they  pinned  their  faith  so  absolutely.  And  for 
my  party  I  who  was  not  in  the  secret  could 
not  but  think  it  a  real,  and  sincere  bargain, 
since  it  was  made*  in  so  solemn  a  manner,  be- 
tween a  committee  of  both  companies,  in  the 
presence  of  many  lords  and  gentlemen  in  the 
administration,  confirmed  and  ratified  by  the 
Court  of  Directors  of  each  company,  and  at 
last  signified  in  form  to  the  commissioners  of 
the  Treasury,  by  sir  John  Cope,  one  of  the  Di- 
rectors of  the  Bank. 

**  I  could  not  suspett  there  was  any  intrigue, 
or  deceit  in  this  transaction,  until  I  saw,  from 
the  extraordinary  motions  iu  the  alley,  and 
several  private  hints  that  were  given  out,  what 
was  intended.  I  could  not  think  it  possible 
that  the  gentlemen  of  the  Bank,  who  had  such 
great  interest  in  the  redeemables  themselves, 
should  drop  so  many  thousands  of  the  un- 
happy proprietors,'  who  had  depended  so  en- 
tirely upon  them,  and  who  would  certamly 
have  found  their  way  out  of  this  cursed  laby- 
rinth, if  they  had  not.  been  lolled  asleep  by  this 
fallacious  agreement. 

•*  As  for  me,  my  lords,  I  was  thoroughly 
satisfied  that  this  agreement  of  the  Bank,  was  a 
legal  and  a  firm  bargain:  ind  I' cannot  ^et 
imagine,  whb  what  face  of  justice,  or  eqmty, 
they  conld  ever  break  through  it,  without  pro- 
viding for  the  safety  of  their  wards,  (if  I  may 
nse  that  expressioo)  the  proprietors  of  the  re- 
dcemaUedebH. 


**  Whilst  that  bargata  sObsisted,  and  whilst 
the  grea^  frauds  and  embezzlement  of  the 
South-^ea  Compan/s  money  were  concealed,  at 
least  from  me ;  and  whilst  loans  as  yet  were  not 
remitted  by  the  House  of  ConHnons,  I  did  not 
think  these  proprietors  hacf  so  ill  a  bargain,  or 
conld  be  so  great  sofierers  as  I  now  find  they 
are :  for  this  reason,  my  lords,  with  much  re- 
luctance, aud  after  all  the  delays  that  cotild  be 
made,  in  order  to  give  these  gentlemen  the  op- 
portmiity  to  Withdraw  their  subscriptions,  if 
they  thought  fit,  we  did  sign  the  instrument  to 
the  Exchequer,  as  the  law  directs,  and  as  we 
thoaght  ourselves  bound  to  do  :  but  there  was 
that  caution  used,  that  after  we  had  sent  the 
duplicates  back  to  the  South-Sea  House  to  be 
corrected,  and  in  order  to  give  these  gentlemen 
time  to  look  about  them,  there  was  not  one 
person  that  pursued  the  law,  or  made  use  of  the 
known  method  of  revoking  his  powers  given 
by  letters  of  attorney,  that  was  not  relieved; 
and  so  far  were  the  proprietors  indulged  by 
favour  of  the  Treasury,  that  every  person  who 
entered  his  protest  there,  had  his  claim  satisfied 
by  the  South-Sea  Company,  before  the  dupH* 
cates  were  allowed,  and  the  instrument  signed. 
But  after  all  this,  my  lords,  I  must  declare^ 
that  as  I  had  no  design  of  forming  a  powet* 
upon  their  ruin,  so  no  views,  or  solicitations 
upon  earth,  should  haVe  prevailed  with  me  to 
conclude  them  in  their  properties,  if  I  had 
thought  the  Bank. would  have  dropt  them,  and 
withdrawn  themselves,  or  that  the  loans  would 
have  been  remitted. 

'*  My  lords,  I  heartily  lament  the  misfor- 
tunes of  those,  who  being  drawn  in  by  ^others^  , 
had  not  the  opportunit),  or  skill,  to  relieve 
themselves  :  but  for  tliose,  my  loras,  that  were 
learned  in  the  law,  or  at  the  head  of  the  law,, 
and  who  by  their  example,  and  perhaps  autho- 
rity, drew  others  into  tois  misfortune,  I  am  not 
concerned  If  they  are  punished  for  their  folly, 
in  purcliasing  these  debts,  in  order  to  subscribe 
them  in  with  a  view  to  their  own  exorbitant 
profit ;  and  uo  man  caii  pity  them  that  crowded 
m  with  so  much  precipitation,  and  who,  after 
so  much  time  for  recollection,  had  not  law 
enough,  in  so  known  a  case,  to  find  their  way 
out  again. 

«'  I  do  not  intend,  mjr  lords,  by  what  I  have 
said,  to*  lay  any  imputation  upon  the  Bank  of 
England  ;  for,  as  in  all  gi^est  bodies,  there  are 
few  that  are  let  into  the  secret>  I  suppose  it 
might  so  happen  here ;  but  if  what  I  have 
heard  since  be  true,  and  what  they  say  has 
been  publicly  avowed,  that  this  bargain  wai 
never  intended  to  be  kept ;  then,  I  say,  it  was 
not  only  a  useful  secret  to  those  that  were  in 
it,  but  the  most  complete  stratagem  of  the 
whole  year.  But  whoever  hath  contributed  to 
the  misfortunes  of  the  redeemable  creditors,  / 
sure  I  am,  their  destruction  cannot  justly  be 
imputed  to  me ;  since  I  have  only,  as  one  of 
the  commissioners  of  the  Treasury,  complied 
viritfa  the  law,  where  I  heartily  ^rish  they  may 
find  what  relief  is  doe  to  them.  If  I  may  be 
allowed,  my  brds,  to  take  nodoe^f  another 

Digitized  by  VjiJC 


991] 


PARETHBTORY,  7  Geobg«  L  I12\.—Mr.  AisIaWs  Defence. 


[S02 


body  of  anbappy  vnfferen  in  Uus  coinaion  <ra- 
lamicjy  I  believe  I  shall  easilj  gaiu  credit,  if  I 
•asttre  your  lordships,  that  I  have  notbiog  to 
imswer  for  with  respect  to  the  inoneT*8ab- 
scnbers.  There  is  not  ooeman  in  die  kingdom 
that  can  lay  his  misfortuoes,  on  that  account, 
at  my  door.  Na  body  can  say,  that  I  advised, 
or  encouraged  hiin  in  those  adventures ;  there 
are  letters  to  be  prodoced,  that  would  make 
my  enemies  ashamed,  even  some  of  the  Secret 
Committee  themselves,  of  tfateir  hombk  solid- 
tatibns  for  those  favours. 

<<  As  to  the  proprietors  of  the  Old- Stock, 
they  have  no  reason  to  complain  of  me  ;  I  have 
not  robbed  them  by  loans  for  myself,  or  any  of 
my  friends;  and  as  all  the  witnesses  that  have 
been  examined,  have  entirely  acquitted  me,  of 
adf  ising,  or  being  privy  to  any  of  those  loans, 
so  I  challenge  all  the  world  to  prove  that  I 
ever  recommended  any  one  man  to  the  Com- 
pany, to  partake  of  them.  And  if  I  had  those 
avaritious  views,  that  are  suggested,  I  roost 
have  mistaken  my  way  very  much,  and  have 
been  little  in  the  secret,  not  to  have  secured  a 
good  share  of  the  public  spoils  out  of  these  un- 
warrantable loans. 

**  But  as  these  loans,  and  the  Directors  bny- 
Inj^  their  own  pri? ate  stock  for  the  Companjf, 
with  the  Company's  money,  were  the  chief,  if 
not  the  only  causes  of  our  mufortunes^  and  the 
ruin  of  the  public  credit ;  so,  my  lords,  the 
Directors,  I  mean  those  that  were  in  the  secret, 
were  so  far  from  consulting  me,  or  any  of  the 
commissioners  of  the  Treasury,  upon  either  of 
these  occasions,  that  notwithsunding  my  en- 
deavours to  know  the  state  of  their  cash  and 
credit,  they  kept  it  as  the  greatest  secret  from 
me,  and  guarded  more  against  me,  than  against 
any  other  man  living.  Nor  could  I  ever  learn 
from  Mr.  Knight,  what  those  loans  amounted 
tOf  or  upon  what  security  they  were  lent ;  not- 
withstanding others  were  let  into  that  secret, 
until  the  accounts  thereof  were  laid  upon  the 
table  of  the  House  of  Commons.  Tlius,  my 
lords,  I  conceive  I  have  given  you  full  satis- 
fection  as  to  every  thing  that  hath  been  laid  to 
my  chari^e,  or  that  I  can  even  suggest  against 
myself  without  the  help  of  my  prosecutors ;  but 
if  any  doubt  remain  with  vour  lordships,  in  re- 
lation to  my  defence,  or  if  there  be  the  leiist 
circumstance  that  is  not  cleared  up,  I  beseech 
your  lordships  that  I  may  know  it,  before  I 
withdraw. 

"  My  lords,  I  now  perceive  your  lordships 
do  n6t  think  it  necessary  that  I  should  take  up 
any  more  of  your  time  :  and  therefore  since  I 
have  gone  through  my  whole  charge,  and  your 
lordships  are  pleased  to  require  no  farther  sa- 
tisfaction ;  give  me  leave  to  say  before  loou- 
clude,  that  notwithstanding  the  weight  of  pubhc 
clamour^  and  the  strictest  and  most  torturing 
inquiry  thai  nuy  one  man  has  ever  undergone, 
it  is  an  unspeakable  happiness  that  I  have  set 
my  innocence  id  so  clear  a  light ;  and  it  is  sur- 
prizing beyond  any  thing  that  ever  happened, 
that  amongst  so  many  unlbrtunate  men,  to 
whose  fate  I  aa  tueked  by  this  B>]1|  and  who 


have  been  exatnined  particularly  against  me 
under  all  the  terrors  of  death  and  coabsca- 
tioo,  and  under  all  the  temptations  that  could 
be  thrown  in  their  way,  there  is  not  one  of 
them  that  has  accused  me  ;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, they  all  have  entirely  acquitted  me. 

'*  This,  my  lords,  I  roust  call  a  deliverance ; 
tliis  will  make  me  bear  the  worst  of  pooish- 
ments  without  shame.  1  bis  is  such  a  Uial  that 
no  one  ever  past  through  before ;  and  I  hear- 
tily wish  that  the  worst  of  my  enemies  may,  in 
their  day  of  trial,  after  such  a  prosecutioo  and 
such  an  inquiry,  be  able  to  make  their  inott- 
cence  abide  the  test  as  well  as  mine  has  done. 
I  have  made  no  base  submissioos,  no  unworthy 
applications  to  any  man,  notwithstanding  th« 
vanity  of  one  of  the  Secret  Committee.  My 
innocence  has  been  my  only  screen,  and  yonr 
lordships' justice  is  my  refuge." 

The  Claute  against  Mr.  Aislabie  and  ike  late 
Mr,  Craggt  passet  the  Lord$.]  After  Mr. 
Aislabie  was  withdrawn,  the  question  being 
put,  That  there  was  sufficient  ground  to  have 
bii  i^ame  continued  in  the  Directors  6ill>  it  was 
carried  nem,  con.  and  to  he  was  reoumded 
to  the  Tower.* 

*  In  the  second  volume  of  Coxe's  Walpole, 
p.  219,  there  is  the  following  Letter  from  Mr. 
Aislabie  to  Mr.  Robert  Walpole,  thanking  him 
for  his  kindness,  and  acknowledging  bis  own 
mistakes. 

"  Sir ;  Feb.  2,  Un. 

"  I  am  extremely  sensible  of  your  generosity, 
and  am  more  ashamed  of  my  own  follies  and 
mistakes,  than  any  severe  treatment  I  might 
deserve  at  your  hands  could  make  me.  Since 
you  have  b^n  so  good  to  promise  to  forget 
what  is  passed,  I  shall  not  put  you  in  mind  of 
it  any  further,  than  to  return  you  my  most 
hearty  thanka.  I  have  sent  you  an  account  of 
the  kmg's  stock,  with  all  the  dividends  as  "thef 
were  received  by  sir  Charles  Vernon,  to  whom 
the  stock  was  transferred  ;  I  have  accounted 
with  him  this  morning,  and  he  l^u  booght  the 
stock  that  was  pawned  to  him,  and  paid  me 
the  balance ;  so  that  at  last,  1  have  raised  as 
much  as  will  pay  the  king,  and  shall  have  it 
ready  against  Monday  nighty  if  you  please  CO 
let  me  know  to  whom  I  roust  payit. 

**  I  have  hkewise  3ent  you  a  state  of  my  ofwn 
account  before  the  judges,  by  which  you  will 
see  my  estate  is  not  so  great  as  b  represented, 
since  I  must  take  all  the  bad  debts  to  myself. 
The  trustees  are  both  very  civil  to  me,  and  I 
am  very  sensible  to  whom  I  owe  it.  The 
judges  meet  on  Wednesday  next,  to  proceed 
on  my  account ;  when  the  chief  justice  Prat 
will  be  there;  if  he  and  judge  Fonescue  be 
weU  inclined,  I  hope  to  make  an  end  of  it.  The 
doubt  they  makw  at  present  is,  whether 
39,000/.  public  money,  which  was  in  Mr, 
Hawes's  hands  October  1718,  be  part  of  the 
effects  I  bad  in  other  people's  hands  at  that 
time,  and  which  I  had  invested  in  stocks  aome 
time  after  idl  the  public  money  irai  paid  away. 
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Profanenessy  and  Immorality.  Upon  this,  Dr# 
Verney,  lord  Willoughbjof  Brooke,  dean  of 
Windsor,  brought  in  a  Bill  for  suppressing  of 
Blasphemy  and  Profaneness.  It  contained 
several  Articles,  which  bad  little  relation  to  the 
practices  complained  of,  and  was  chiefly  de- 
signed to  secure  the  belief  of  the  Thirty-Nine 
Articles  of  the  church  of  England,  and  restrain 
the  liberty  granted,  by  the  laws  of  the  former 
session,  to  the  non-conformists.  The  substance 
of  it  was : 

1.  V  If  any  one  spoke  or  writ  against  the 
being  of  God,  the  divinity  of  Jesus  Christ,  or 
the  Holy  Ghost,  or  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity, 
as  set  forth  in  the  thirty-nine  Articles,  or  tlie 
truth  of  the  Christian  religion,  or  the  divine  in- 
spiration of  the  scriptures,  he  should,  opoi» 
conviction,  be  imprisoned  many  months,  un- 
less he  should,  within  such  a  time,  publicly  re. 
nounce  his  error,  in,  a  form  prescribed. 

2.  "  If  any  preacher  in  a  separate  congrega- 
tion sliould  deny  any  of  the  fundament^  arti- 
cles of  the  Christian  religion,  he  should  be  de* 
prived  of  the  benefit  of  the  Act  of  Toleration, 

3.  '*  The  archbishops  in  their  provinces,  and 
every  bishop  in  his  diocese,  should  be  au- 
thorised to  summon  any  person  in  holy  orders, 
to  appear  before,  and  subscribe  the  declaratioii 
abovementioned,and,  upon  refusal,  such  person, 
should  be  incapable  to  hold  any  ecclesiastical 
benefice.  , 

4.  **  The  ,)<istices  at  their  quarter-sessions,, 
are  authorised,  in  like  manner,  to  summon  any 
dissenting  preacher,  and,  upon  his  refusal  to 
subscribe  the  declaration  of  faith,  he  should  be 
deprived  of  the  benefit  of  the  Act  of  Toleration." 


JolySl.  The  Lords  heard  counsel  upon  the 
Petition  of  the  Executors  of  tlie  late  Mr. 
Cragg«,  sen.  and  then  called  in  and  examined 
severally  sir  George  CaswatI,  Mr.  Sawbridge, 
Mr.  Surman,  Mr.  Horn,  and  Mr.  Huggins.  It 
was  alledged;  in  favour  of  the  Petitioners,  that 
Mr.  Craggs  had  paid  for  bis  stock,  by  a  note 
of  37,000/.  from  the  Sword- Blade  Company, 
payable  to  Mr.  Robert  Knight,  treasurer  of  toe 
Soutl>-Sea  Company  :  and  sir  George  Caswall, 
and  Mr.  San  bridge,  swore  that  they  liad  given 
such  a  note  i  but  when  the  question  was  put  to 
Mr.  Sawbridge,  whether  the  note  was  paid,  he 
first  answered  evasively  ;  which  put  the  House 
into  some  heat,  and  the  lord  Trevor  stood  up, 
and  said.  He  wondered  that  august  assembly 
would  suffer  themselves  to  be  trified  with  at 
ihst  rate.  Hereupon,  Mr.  Sawbridge  being 
ordered  to  answer  directly  upon  liis  oath,  whe- 
ther the  money  mentioned  in  the  note,  was 
paid  or  not  ?  be  then  owned  it  was  not  ;  nor 
ever  intended  to  be  paid,  when  it  was  given  : 
upon  which  the  House  were  so  theroughly 
convinced  of  the  fraudulent  collusion,  that  they 
would  bear  no  more  witnesses,  and  so  passed 
fhe  clause  relating  to  the  late  Mr.  James 
Craggs,  senior,  without  one  negative. 

Tfie  SofUk  Sea  Sufferers  BUI  passes  the  House 
tf  Lords,"]  July  2?.  The  Lords  went  through 
the  South-Sea  Directors  Bill,  ^nd  put  it  off  to 
the  2Uh.  On  the  25th  their  lordships  read 
the  said  Bill  the  third  time/ and  sent  it  down 
to  tlie  Commons,  who  readily  agreed  to  their 
lordsh^s'  Amendments. 

Bill  against.  Blasphemy  and  Prophanenesi 
hrought  into  the  House  of  Lords,  hut  rejecied,] 
During  these  proceedings  concerning  the  A  flairs 
of  the  Soutb>Sea  Company,  the  following 
transaction  passed  in  the  House  of  Lords. 
Tbete  was  formed  (at  least,  it  was  pretepded 
10}  a  scandalous  society  at  London,  with  the 
shocking  name  of  the  Hell- Fire- Club.  Se- 
veral persons  of  quality,  particularly  the 
dake  of  Wharton,  were  marked  out  as  belong- 
ing to  this  club.  The  king  being  informed  of 
iheir  wicked  proceedings,  published  a  Pro- 
clamation (April  30)  against  blasphemous  and 
scandalous  clubs,  declaring,  he  was  determined 
to  shew  all  marks  t)f  displeasure  to  any,  who 
even  lay  under  tlie  suspicion  of  such  destruc- 
tire  practices.  He  gave  orders  also  to  the  of- 
ficers of  his  honshold,  to  make  strict  inquiry, 
whether  any  of  his  sefvants  were  guilty  of  such 
horrid  impieties.  The  same  day  this  order 
was  given,  the  earl  of  Nottingham,  who  had 
lately  answered  Mr.  WhistOn*s  tenets  about  the 
Trinity,  took  this  occasion  to  complain,  in  the . 
House  of  Lords,  of  the  growth  of  Atheism, 

As  this  can  scarce  be  a  point,  yet  being  matter 
of  account,  they  do  not  uka  it  readily.  I  beg 
that  you  will  assist  me  to  make  an  end  of  this 
aflbir^  in  such  manner  as  you  thiak  proper,  that 
yoa  may  see,  that  by  malung  me  free,  you  have 
Mde  me  your  creatare.  and  most  obliged 
^iiihlilstrvaat.'' 


At  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill  (May  ^y 
all  the  lords  about  London  being  summoned  to 
attend,  the  archbishop  moved  to  have  it  com- 
mitted.     Upon  which. 

The  Lord  Onslow  said:  He  was  as  much 
against  blasphemy,  and  for  promoting  religion, 
as  it  b  professed  i6  the  church  of  England,  as 
any  body;  but  he  could  not  be  for  any  law,  ^ 
that  was  for  persecution,  of  which  nature  lie 
took  this  bill  to  be ;  and  therefore  be  moved,  tl^at  "" 
it  might  be  thrown  oat.    He  was  seconded  by 

The  Puke  of  Wharton,  who  said.  He  was  not 
insensible  of  the  common  talk  and  opinion  of 
the  town  concerning  himself;  and  therefore  he 
was  glad  of  this  opportunity  to  justify  himself, 
by  declaring,  he  was  far  from  bem^  a  patron  of 
blasphemy,  or  any  enemy  to  rehgion ;  but,  on 
the  other  hand,  he  could  not  be  for  this  bill, 
because  he  conceived  it  to  be  repugnant  to 
the  holy  Scripture.  Then,  taking  an  old  family 
Bible  out  of  his  pocket,  he  qaoted  and  read 
several  passages  of  the  Epistles  of  St.  Peter 
and  St.  Paul ;  concluding,  That  the  bill  might 
be  thrown  out.  He  was  supported  by  the 
duke  of  Argyle,  and  the  earb  of  Sunderland 
and  Hay,  the  lord  Townshend,  and  earl  Gowi- 
per. 

The  Earl  of  Peterborough  BBid^  Thoiigh  he 
was  for  a  parliamentary  kmg,  yet  he  did  not 
desire  to haTO  % parliijinqitMy ijod, ora  pai* 
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}  m^e»tf%  subjects,  the  several  propi^tics  wid 
'  interettSy    now    depending,   and   cooeerned 

*  Willi  the  South-Sea  Cooipany,  be  ascertained 
'  and  settled. 

'  Resolved,  That,  in  order  to  put  an  end  to 

*  all  disputes  between  the  Soutb<Sea  Cotnpaoy 
'  and  the  proprietors  of  the  redeeuiable  ionds 
'  subscribed  into  the  said  Company ;  and  for 

<  tlie  further  relief  of  the  said  proprietors^  and 
'  the  proprietors  of  die  second,,  third,  and 
'  fourth,  monejf-subscriptions,  who  have  now 

<  stock  allowed  them,  at  the  rate  of  400  per 

*  cent,  with  ihe^  last  Midsummer  dividerni  of 
'  10  per  cent,  in  stock  ;  an  addition,  after  the 
'  rate  of  33/.  6s.  Zd,  stock,  upon  every  hundred 
'  pounds  stock  already  allowed,  be  given  by 

*  theSouth-Sea  Company  to  the  proprietors  of 
'  die  said  redecbiable  funds,  and  to  the  pro- 

*  prietors  of   the  second,  third,   and    foorth, 

<  money  subscriptions. 

*  Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  4.156,541/.  with 
'  the  four  years  and  a  half,  and  one  year's  pui^ 
'  chase,  payable  to  the  public  by  the  South  Sea 
'  Company,  be  remitted ;  so  as,  from  the  34th 

<  of  June,  1722,  2,oeO,^X)/.  of  the  capital 
'  stock  of  the  said  Company  be  redacpd  and 
'  annihilated ;   and  a  proportionable  part  of 

*  their  aunuity  or  yearly  fund,  in  respect  of  the 
'  said  two  raiUioos,  from  that  time,  cease. 

*  Re9olved,  That  the  secdnd  subscription  of 
'  the  irredeemables,  as  well  the  long  annuities 
'  as  the  annuities  of  nine  per  cent,  prize  lottery 
'  tickets,  and  blank  lottery  tickets,  be  mack 
'equal   to   the  first  subscription  of  the  like 

*  annuities,    and    tickets,   by  an  addition  of 

*  stock  at  ISO/,  per  cent. 
<  Resolved,  Ihat  all  the  capital  Sputh  Sen 

*  Stock  belonging  to  the  Company,  in  their  own 
'  right,  which,  after  the  proposed  distributioB 
'  made,  shall  remain  undispMed  of,  be  divided 
'  anoong  all  the  .proprietors  of  the  said  Com* 
'  pany,  in  proportion  to  their  several  and  rc«- 
'  pective  interests  therein ;  and  that  credit  l)e 
'  given  them  for  the  same,  in  the  books  of  the 
'  9aid-6oropany.' 

Martis,  13  die  Jlmii  1721. 

'  Resolved,  That  such  persons  as  have  bor- 
rowed money  from  the  South  Sea  Company, 
upon  South  Sea  Stock,  actually  transferred 
and  pledged  at  the  time  of  borrowing!  to  or 
for  the  use  of  the  said  Company,  shfOl,  upon 
payment  of  10/.  per  cent,  upon  tbe  respective 
sums  so  borrowed ;  at «  time  or  times  to  be 
limited,  and  not  otherwise,  be  di$char|ied 
from  all  further  demands  of  tbe  snid  Com- 
pany, in  respect  of  tbe  mooies  so  borrowed ; 
and  that  all  tbe  stock  «o  transferred  and 
pledged,  together  with  all  dividends  and 
profiu  thereto  belonging,  respectively^  be 
absolutely  vested  in  ths  said  Company. 

*  Resolved,  That  socfa  persons  as  hav<t  boa- 
rowed  money  from  i^e  Senib  Sea  Coaspany 
upon  subscnptioii  recetpis  actnally  pledgwl  to 
the  said  Company  at  the  time  of  bofmwMig, 
shall  njMO  payment  of  ten  per  cent.  afKMi  ths 
r<speoUTe  fuou  to  liorrowed|  «c  •  Me  or 
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liameotftry  religion :  and,  if  the  Hovee  were 
for  such  a  one,  he  weald  go  to  Rom^  and  en- 
dtavonr  to  be  chosen  a  cardinal ;  for  be  had 
rather  sit  in  the  conclave,  than  w&b  their  lord- 
ships upon  those  terms. 

The  Bishop  of  Fet^barougk,  (Dr.  Kennet) 
spoke  likewise  on  the  same  side,  and  said,  That 
neither  himself,  nor,  be  hoped,  any  of  that 
bench,  would  be  executioners  of  such  a  Law, 
which  seemed  to  tend  to  the  setting  ^ffof  an 
inquisition. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  earl  of  Nottingham, 
tbe  lord  Bathurst,  the  bishops  of  London,  Wii»- 
cbester,  Litch6eld  and  Coventry,  and  some 
others  spoke  for  the  bill ;-  as  did  likewise  the 
lord  Trevor.  One  of  these  having  said,  That 
he  verily  believed,  the  present  calamity,  occa- 
sioned by  the  South-Sea  project,  was  a  judg- 
ment of  God  on  the  blasphemy  and  profane- 
ness  the  oetion  was  guilty  of! 

The  Lord  Onihw  replied.  That  noble  peer 
must  then  have  been  a  great  sinner ;  for  he 
beard,  he  bad  lost  considerably  by  the  South- 
Sea. 

After  some  other  speeches,  the  Bill  was  put 
off  to  a  long  day,  by  a  minority  of  60  voices 
i^iost  31.  ' 

The  Commmu*  Addreu  to  the  King  on  pre- 
tenting  the  Resolutions  for  restoring  the  Public 
.^  Credit,]    July  26.    The  Commons  presented 
the  following  Address  to  the  King  represent- 
ing the  state  of  the  Hublic  Credit,  and  the  Re- 
^       solutions  thereto  relating : 

'*  Most  gracious  Sovereign ; 
"  We,  your  msjesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in 
parliament  assembled,  being  sensibly  afiected 
with  the  misery  and  calamities  that  hnve  be- 
fallen great  numbers  of  your  m^esty*s  faithful 
subjects,  .occasioned  by  the  heavy  losses  they 
have  sustained  from  the  faul  execution  of  the 
late  Sooth-Sea  scheme;  and  taking  into  our 
serious  consideration  the  law  state  of  public 
and  private  credit,  which  it  seems  impossible  to 
tts  should  ever  revive,  under  tbe  present  un- 
certain and  unsettled  posture  of  affairs ;  have 
oome  to  several  Resolutions ;  which  we  hum- 
bly beg  leave  to  lay  beibre.yonr  majesty ;  and 
ere  as  follow : 

Mercurii,  3  die  Mail  1721.^ 

^  Resolved,  That,  for  the  re-establishing  ef 

*  publio  credit,  relief  be  given  to  the  South^ea 

*  Coiepnoy,  with  regard  to  tbe  payment  of  the 

*  4,156,806/.  4t.  lid.,  and  tbe  four  and  half 
'  years  porchase,  and  one  year's  pnrchase,  upon 
'  several  annuities, 'and  odier  national  debts ; 
^  tbe  said  Company  giving  such  consideration  to 
«  the  public,  and  seeh  further  relief  to  the  several 

*  proprietors  and  persons  cencemed  in  interest 

*  with  the  said  Coespaoy,  as  this  House  sfaaU 
'  think  proper.' 

Veneris,  9  die  Jooii  1721. 

<  Resolved,  That,  lor  the  re-establishing  of 
<  public  credit,  mA  |iillisg  the  jwade  aS  his 
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imes  to  be,  limited,  and  not  otherwise,  be 
discharged  from  all  funlier  demands,  in  rea- 
pect  of  the  monies  so  borrowed ;  and  that  all 
ihe  subscription  receipts  so  pledged,  together 
with  all  dividends  and  profits  thereunto 
belonging,  be  absolutely  vested  in  the  said 
Company,* 

Mercurii,  5  die  Julii  1721. 

*  Resolved,  That  all  contracts  for  the  sale  or 
purchase  of  subscriptions,  or  stock  of  the 
South  Sea  Company,  or  any  other  company 
JT  corporation,  or  pretended  company  or  cor- 
poratieo,  which  shall  be  unperformed,  or  not 
compounded,  on  or  before  the  S9th  of  Sep- 
tember next,  be  entered  in  books  to  be  kept 
for  that  purpose,  by  the  respective  companies 
)r  corporations,  before  the  1st  day  of  Novem-* 
ber  next,  or  else  to  be  void ;  and  that  such 
entries  shall  express  for  whose  use  and  bene- 
fit such  contracts  were  made. 
^  Resolved,  That  no  special  bail  be  required 
in  any  action  brought  or  to  be  brought  upon  any 
contract  made  since  the  1st  day  of  Decem- 
ber 1719,  and  before  the  1st  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1720,  for  the  sale  or  purchase  of  any 
lubscriptioD,  or  stock,  of  the  South  Sea  Com- 
pany, or  any  other  company  or  corporation, 
:fr  pretended  company  or  corporation. 
'  Resolvedy  That  no  execution  be  awarded 
upon  any  judgment  obtained,  or  to  be  ob- 
tained in  any  action  brought,  or  to  be  brought, 
upon  any  contract  for  the  sale  or  purchase  of 
my  subscription  or  stock  of  the  South  Sea 
Company,  or  any  other  company  or  corpora- 
tion, or  pretended  company  or  corporation, 
intil  the  end  of  the  session  of  parliament 
nrhich  shall  bd  next  after  the  39th  of  Septem- 
>er  next. 

'  Resolved,  That  all  contracts  for  the  sale 
)r  purchase  of  any  subscription  or  stock  qf 
:he  South  Setf  Company  or  arty  other  com- 
>any  or  corporation,  which  shall  be  unper- 
brmed  or  not  compounded,  on  or  before  the 
I9th  of  September  next,  where  the  seller,  or 
he  person  on  whose  behalf  such  contract  was 
nade,*was  not  at  the  time  of  such  contract,  or 
vithin  a  time  to  be  limited,  actually  possessed 
>f,  or  intitled  to,  such  Subscription,  or  stock, 
ball  be  declared  null  and  void.' 

"  When  we  first  entered  upon  the  considera- 
n  of  this  extensive  and  perplexed  affair,  we 
>oght  it  most  advisable  to  leave  every  man's 
operty  to  be  determined  by  due  course  of 
f ;  and  were  of  opinion,  That  no  relief  or 
itement  coold  properly  be  prescribed*,  or 
en,  but  from  the  South  Sea  Company :  but  the 
contents  of  the  t>eople  daily  increasing,  and 
i  uncertain  and  doubtfol  events  that  threat- 
Bd  very  great  and  valuable  properties,  creat- 
;  such  infinite  anxieties  and  dissatisfaction, 
had  a  o^ost  fatal  and  general  influence  upon 
public  and  private  credit,  the  interposition 
parliament  became  unavoidable:  and  we 
ind  ourselves  under  a  necessi^  of  resumingfthe 
isideration  of  this  nice  and  intricate  matter; 
\ou\ll 


and  to  efideavour  to  remove,  o?  far  as  possible^ 
the  chief  and  greatest  inconveniences. 

I*  The  great  difficulty  in  remedying  these  mis- 
chiefs seemed  to  arise  from  the  several  contend- 
ing interests,  engaged  in  the  South  Sea  Com- 
pany, which  made  it  impossible  to  give  relief  to 
some,  but  at  the  ex  pence  of  tithers:  and,  as 
all  the  new  proprietors,  as  well  those  concerned 
in  the  public  funds,  as  the  other  adventurers, 
were  equally  imposed  upon  bv  the  artifices  of 
the  late  Directors,  and  equally  drawn  in  by 
their  own  too  great  credulity,  and  desire  of  > 
gain;  to  have  discharged  any  particular  set, 
bad  been  not  only  an  injustice  to  the  rebt,  but,  ' 
by  dissolving  the  whole  system,  had  involved 
them  in  utter  ruin  ;  which  made  a  distribution 
of  losses,  and  some  abatement  to  all,  abso- 
lutely necessary :  it  was  indeed  very  much  to 
be  wished  that  such  ease  could  have  been 
given  to  the  proprietors  of  the  public  debts, 
as  would  have  made  their  property  as  valuable 
to  them  as  they  had  enjoyed  it  fur  many  years : 
but,  as  they  had  voluntarily  consented  to  take 
stock,  at  some  rate  or  other,  even  at  the  time 
when  they  stiw  the  stock  raised  to  the  highest 
pitch;  the  giving  Stock  at  one  and  the  same 
price  to  them,  and  all  others  that  were  most 
immediately  concerned,  makes  the  provision  as 
just  and  equitable  as  the  nature  of  ^he  thing  will 
admit;  it  being  impracticable  so  for  to  recon- 
cile the  different  interests  in  this  general  con- 
cern, as  to  mak^  ^he  conditions  of  those  equal, 
that  bad  engaged  themselves  at  different  rates, 
and  upon  unequal  terms. 

**  The  great  and  principal  mischief  arose ' 
firom  several  concurring  circumstances ;  from 
the  hard  terms  of  most  of  the  proprietors,  oc- 
casioned by  the  high  prices  at  which  they  had 
purchase  stock;  or  the  excessive  rates  srt 
which  as  well  the  proprietors  of  public  debts  ^ 
as  the  rooney-subs<;ribers,  had  obliged  them- 
Wves  to  take  stock :  from  the  demand  of  above 
seven  millions  payable  to  the  public,  which 
could  only  be  raised  out  of  the  properties  of 
those  that  were  already  too  great  sufferers,  and 
which  rendered  the  Company  incapable  of  giving 
them  any  further  ease  or  relief ;  from  the  dis- 
putes and  contests  at  law,  which  were  preparing 
to  be  aarried  on,  not  only  between  the  Com- 
pany and  the  subscribers  of  the  redeemable 
funds,  but  between  infinite  numbers  of  private 
persons  engaged  in  contracts  for  the  safe  and 
purchase  of  stock,  and  subscriptions ;  from  the 
impossibility  of  the  money-subscribers  making 
any  further  payments ;  from  the  great  loss  the 
Company  had  sustained,  by  the  late  Directors 
having  lent  out  above  eleven  millions  of  the 
Company's  money,  without  any,  or  without 
sufficient,  security ;  and  from  the  very  little 
prospect  of  recovering  any  considerable  part 
thereof,  without  which  it  was  impossible  for 
the  Company  to  comply  wfth  the  demand  of 
the  pnbiic,  but  at  the  infinite  expence,  and  in- 
supportable lo^s,  of  all  their  adventurers ;  which 
must  have  proved  destructive  to  the  trade  and 
credit  of  the  kingdom. 

**  These  considerations  indoced>us  to  coma 
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to  the  foregoing  rceoluiions ;  bein^,  as  we  con- 
ceive, the  mobt  propr r  raeaiis  to  enable  the 
Company  to  give  relief  to  such  of  their  pro- 
prietors as  most  waited  and  deserved  it ;  to 
put  HH  end  to  all  disputes  a^  law  :  and  to  fix, 
set  tie/ and  ascertaii;,  the  several  properties  and 
interests  of  all  persons  concerned  with  the 
South-^a  Company ;  to  deliver  in6nite  oum- 
bers  of  your  majesty's  good  subjects  from  the 
apprehensions  of  vexatious  law-suits  and  pro- 
aecutions ;  and  from  thefurther  demand  of  such 
excessive  sums  of  money  as  must  sink  and  de- 
j^ress  all  public  and  private  credits 

''  And,  *as  the  greatest  mischiefs,  which  we 
BOW  so  justly  complain  of,  have  arisen  hotA  the 
unwarrantable 'methods  iH^ed  by  the  late  Di- 
rectors of  tbe  South-Sea  Company,  in  gelling 
i|nd  disposing  of  such  part  of  their  increased 
capital  stock  as  belonged  to  the  Campany ;  lo 
remove  such  a  foundation  of  Stock -jobbing, 
and  to  prevent  the  like  fatal  consequences  for 
tbe  future,  we  thought  it  necessary  ro  take 
care,  tha~t  all  the  increased  capital  stock  belong- 
ing ro  the  Companv,  which,  after  tiie  proposed 
distribution  is  made,  shall  renuiin  iindiapoeed 
of,  be  divided  among  alJ  the  proprietors  of  the 
said  Company,  in  proportion  to  their  several  and 
respective  interests. 

"  The^e  Resolutions,  if  parsed  into  a  law, 
i^nd  duly  put  in  execution,  we  humbly  hope, 
will  tend  very  much  to  the  re-eatablishing  of 
public  credit ;  to  the  quieting  of  tbe  mtnda  of 
your  majesty's  subjects;  and  contribute  to  tlie 
ease  and  relief  of  great  numbers,  though  not 
sufficient  to  give  satisfaction  to,  or  repair  the 
losses  of,  all  that  are  unhappily  involved  in  the 
present  calanuty. 

'<  But  as  tbe  ancient  usage,  and  established 
rule«,  of  parliament,  make  it  impracticabie  for 
Vs  to  prepare  bills  for  the  royal  assent,  during 
the  present  session  of  parliament,  for  some  of 
the  purposes  contained  in  our  Resolutions ;  wo 
have  humbly  presumed  to  lay  the  same  before 
your  majesty^  for  yowr  roycU  consideration  ;  nuC 
doubting  but  that  your  majesty  wiIl>outof  yo«ir 
great  wisdom,  and  accustomed  grace  and  good- 
Desa  to  your  people,  as  soon  as  i\\t  public  and 
private  bjlU,  now  depending  in  parliaiiient, 
shall  be  dispatched,  give  uf  an  eariy  oppor- 
tunity of  perfecting  this  great  and  accessary 
work/' 

The  KingU  Answer,]     To  ihe  above  AtJ- 
.  dress  his  majesty  returned  this  Answer: 

^'  Gentlemen  ; 
<<  I  have  such  an  intire  coniidenee  in  this  par- 
liament's duty  and  affection  to  me,  and  their 
z^al  for  tbe  public  service,  that  I  shall  very 
readily  comply  with  what  you  desire;  and  will 
soon  give  you  au  opportunity  of  doing  what 
you  propose  for  seuhng  and  establishing  the 
credit  and  quiet  of  tbe,  kingdom." 

The  Spaiker*8  Speeck  to  tfte  King  an  prtnetU^ 
tag  ike  Civil  List  Bill.]  July  ^9.  The  King 
came  to  the  House  of  Peers,  and  the  Commons 
a^teu^uigi  th«  Speak^^  upon  presenting  the 


Civil  list  Bill  to  bis  majesty,  made  tb# 
ing  Speech: 

"  Most  Gracious  Sovereign  J 

"  Your  majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  sab-. 
jects,  tbe  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in  par^ 
liament  assembled,  being  sensible  of  the  g;reat 
debt  upon  the  Civil  List,  occasioned  by  tbe  ca- 
lamity of  the  times,  which  has  disabled  the  two 
companies  of  assurance  to  make  good  the  money 
which  they  had  stipulated  to  pay  to  the  crown| 
which,  if  It  had  been  insisted  on,  would  have 
occasioned  the  ruin  of  many  families,  and  wookt 
consequently  have  been  a  great  obstructioA  to 
trade  ;  and  your  majesty  having  always  bad  soT 
much  goodness,  as  rather  to  wave  yonr  owxi 
ri|ht,  than  to  exact  it,  to  the  prgodice  of  your 
faithful  subjects ;  we  have,  therefore,  to  niakcf 
good  that  loss  given  your  majesty,  and  we  hum- 
bly pray  that  yonr  majesty  would  be  gracioosly 
pleased  to  accept  of,  six-pence  in  tbe  pound,' 
to  ^e  paid  out  of  the  Civil  List,  from  yonr  fbitb^ 
fill  Commons,  who  will  be  always  ready  to  sap- 
port  your  maiesty  and  your  government.'* 

Alter  which  the  Royal  Assent  was  given  td 
an  Act,  *  For  raising  ntoney  upon  the  estates 

*  of  the  late  Sub-Govemor,  'Depnty-Govemor, 

*  Directors,  Cashier,  Depnty-Casbier,  and  Ac- 

*  comptant  of  tbe  Soutb-Sea  Company,  and  of 

*  John  Aislabie,  esq.  and  likewise  of  JhmH 
'  Craggs,  sen.  esq.  deceased,  towards  making 
*■  good  the  great  lost  and  daoMige  sustained  by 
'  the  said  Company;  and  for  disabling  such  of 

*  the  said  persons  as  are  living,  to  hold  any 
'  office  or  place  of  trust  under  the  crofvra,  or  tot 

*  sit  or  vote  in  parliament  for  Ihe  fotora ;  and 
'  for  other  purposes  in  tbe  said  Act  expressed  ;* 
and  to  five  other  Bills.  And  tben  tbe  Lmd 
Chancellor  prorogued  tbe  parliament  to  tbe 
31st, 

The  King's  Speech  on  the  State  qftkc  Pa^ 
Credit.]  July  31.  The  King  caoae  lo  tbe 
Hpuse  of  Peers,  when  the  Lord  CbfvnctUor,by 
his  majesty's  command,  delivered  the  following 
Speech  to  b^th  Houses : 

*^  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

**  Tbe  occasion  of  my  calling  yeo  together 
again  so  suddenly,  is  to  give  you  an  opportunity 
of  re^iuming  the  consideratiQn  of  tbe  State  of 
Public  Credit. 

*^  Gentlemen  of  the  ^House  of  Commons, 

"  The  progress  that  you  made  in  this  £&i^ 
during  the  last  session,  laid  such  a  foundation 
of  this  necessary  work,  that  the  world  b  fiilly 
apprised  of  what  is  reasonably  to  be'  hoped  m 
at  this  present  conjuncture. 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

*'  I  roust  recommend  to  you  al(  possible  dis- 
patch^ and  am  persuaded  that  at  this  season  of 
the  year)  your  deliberation  will  be  confined  to 
what  is  absolutely  necessary  upon  this  cxtraor- 
dinary  occasion.*^ 

RewliUimu  of  the  Comwmnsfar  ^-est^hUA^ 
.ing  (^  Public  Credit.]'  The  'Commoiis  beiog 
returned  to  tbeir  House,  immediately  resolved 
tliemsdrgs  inlo  a  fraud  wmmitUo,  to  cake  km 
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■Mil^tQr't  Speech  -into  consideratioiv  und  cam€ 
to  several  EeaoUitions/ which  were  reported^he 
nest  dayi  aod  agre<l(l  to  hj  the  lioiise,  a»  fol- 
lowi  m* 

<<  1.  That  A>r  tbe  re-establisbing  of  Public 
Credity  relief  be  ^ven  to  the  South  Sea 
CoiDpany  with  regard  to  the  pajoient  of 
4»1^5^CN^.  4f.  lid.  and  tbe44  j^ears  jpurcbase, 
and  ooe  year's  purchase,  upon  several  annuir 
ties,  and  other  national  debts,  the  said  Com- 
pany giving  suck  consideration  to  the  public, 
and  such  farther  relief  to  the  several  proprie- 
torsy  and  persons  concerned  in  interest  with 
tb^said  Company,  as  this  House  shall  think 
proper. 

<<  9.  That  for  the  re-establishing  of  Public 
Credit,  and  qoieting  the  minds  of  bis  majesty's 
sutjects^  the  several  properties  and  interests 
Mw  depending,  and  concerned  with  the  South 
Sea  Company,  be  ascertained  and  settled. 

"  S.  That  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  all  dis- 
putes between  the  South  Sea  Company,  and 
the  proprietors  of  the  redeemable  hinds  sub- 
scribed into  the  laid  Company,  and  for  the 
fiuther  relief  of  the  Mud  proprietors,  and  the 
proprietors  of  the  second,  third  and  fourth 
sioney-subscriplions,  who  have  now  stock  al* 
k»wed  tbem,  at  (he  rate  of  400/.  per  cent,  with 
the  last  Midsummer  dividend  of  ten  per  cent. 
in  stock,  an  addition  after  the  rate  of  33/.  as.  8</. 
stock,  apoB  every  100/.  stock,  already  allowed, 
be  gif en  by  the  South  Sea  Company  to  the 
proprietors  of  the  said  redeeinable  funds,  and 
Id  the  proprietors  of  the  second,  tbird,  and 
fourth  money-Bobecriptioos. 

^  4.  That  the  sum  of  4,156,341/.  with  the 
4|  years  and  one  year^  purchase,  payable  to 
tw  public  by  the  South  Sea  Company,  be  re- 
ttitted,  so  as  from  the  24tb  of  June,  17%^^  ^wo 
aiilioQS  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  said  Com- 
^y  be  reduced  and  annihilated,  and  a  pro- 
portioaable  part  of  their  annuity  or  yearly 
food,  in  respect  to  tbe  said  two  millions,  from 
that  time  cease. 

**5.  That  the  second  subscription  of  die 
irredeemables,  as  well  the  long  annuities,  as 
Ihe  annuities'  of  nine  per  cent,  priie  lottery 
tickets,  and  blank  lottery  tickets,  be  made 
equal  to  tbe  6rst  subscription  of  the  like  an- 
noities  and  tickets,  by  an  addition  qf  stock  at 
150/.  per  cent. 

*'6.  That  aU  the  capiul  South  Sea  stock 
belonging  to  the  Company  in  their  own  right, 
which,  after  the  proposed  distribution  made, 
iball  remain  undisposed  of,  be  divided  among 
sU  thi  proprietors  of  the  said  Company,  in 
proportion  to  their  several  and  respectivi!  io- 
wrests  therein  ;  and  that  credit  be  given 
ibein  for  the  same  in  the  books  of  the  said 
Conipanr^ 

*'  7.  That  such  persons  as  have  borrowed 
joney  froea  the  douth  Sea  Company  upon 
^tb  Sea  stock,  actually  transferred  and 
r^ged  at  the  time  of  borrowing  to,  or  for  the 
^  of  the  said  Company,  shall,  upon  payment 
J^^n  per  cent,  upon  tbe  respective  sums  so 
**^owed|  at  a  Ciat  or  timts  to  be  ftinitedi  atid  i 


not  etberwiso^  be  discharged  kom.  all  farther 
demands  of  the  said  Company,  in  respect  of 
the  monies  so  borrowed  ;  and  that  all  tbe  stock 
s6  transferred  and  pledged,  together  with  all 
dividends  and  pronts  thereto  belonging  re- 
spectively, be  absolutely  v^ted  in  the  said 
Company. 

'^  8.  1  hat  such  persons  as  have  borrowed  * 
money  from  the  South  Sea  Company,  upon 
subscription  receipts  actually  pledged  to  the 
said  Company  at  the  time  of  borrowing;  shall^ 
upon  pajpmcnt  of  ten  per  cent,  upon  the  re« 
spective  sums  so  borroifved,  at  a  time  or  times 
to  be  limited,  and  not  otherwise,  be  discharged 
from  all  farther  demands  in  respect  of  tb« 
money  so  borrowed ;  and  that  all  tbe  sub- 
scription-receipts sd  t>ledged,  together  with  al^ 
dividends  and  pro6ts  thereunto  belonging,  be  ^ 

absolutely  vested  in  tbe  said  Company. 

^  9.  That  all  contracts  for  the  sale  or  pur- 
chase of  subscriptions,  or  st^k  of  the  South 
Sea  Company,  or  any  other  company  or  cor- 
poration, or  pretended  company  or  corpora- 
tion, which  shall  be  unperformed  or  not  com- 
pounded, on  or  before  the  2dth  day  of  Sep« 
tember  next,  be  entered  in  books  to  be  kept 
for  that  purpose,  by  the  respective  companies 
or  corporations,  before  the  first  of  November 
next,  or  else  to  be  void ;  and  that  such  entries 
shall  exprbss  for  whose  ose  and  benefit  Isocil  ^ 
contracts  were  made. 

*'  10.  That  no  special  bail  be  required  m 
any  action  brought  or  to  be  brought,  upon  any 
contract  made  since  the  1st  of  Dec.  1719,  and 
before  the  Ist  of  Dec.  1730,  for  the  sale  o» 
purchase  of  any  sabscriptaon,  or  stock  of  tlie  i 
South  Sea  Company,  or  any  other  company  o# 
corporation,  or  pretended  company  or  cor* 
poration. 

<*  11.  That  no  execfitioa  be  awarded  npoa 
any  jadgmem  obtamed,  or  to  be  obtaifned  id 
any  action  brought,  or  to  be  brought  upon  any 
contract,  for  the  sale  or  purctmse  ^  any  sob<* 
scription,  or  stock  of  the  South  Sea  Company, 
or  any  other  compnny  or  corporation,  or  pre* 
tended  company  or  corporation,  until  the  end 
o{  tlie  session  of  parliament,  which  shall  be  next 
after  the  «9th  of  Sepuinber  next. 

<<  \%,  That  all  tbe  <»>mract&  for  tbe  sale  or' 
purchase  of  any  subscription,  or  stock  of  tht 
South  Sea  Company,  or  any  other  company  or 
corporation,  which  shall  be  unperformed  or 
not  compounded,  on  or  before  the  29th  ik 
September  nex^  where  the  seller,  or  the  per* 
son  on  whose  behalf  such  contract  was  made, 
was  not  at  the  time  of  tuch  contract,  or  withia 
a  time  to  be  limited,  actually  poslMStoed  of  ot 
intitled  to  such  subscription  or  stock,  shaU  bt 
declared  null  and  void.'' 

A  Bill  for  reUoring  the  PublU  Credit^ 
brought  in.]  A  Bill  behig, ordered  to  be  brooght  ' 
in  ^poii  the  said  Resoiutions,  the  same  was 
presented  aoeordhigly,  the  next  day,  by  Mr. 
Lowndes,  with  the  title  of,  '  A  bill  for  making 
*  several  provisions  to  restore  the  Public  Cre- 
<  dit^  which  suffers  by  tbo  Frauds  aad  MisoMib 
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were  particalari^  rude  to  Mr.  Comptroller, 
tearing  part  of  his  coat  as  be  passed  bj  %  apoa 
which  toe  House  being  infonnedy  that  a  crowd 
of  people  were  got  together  in  a  tomultnoat 
and  riotous  inaDner,  in  the  iobhjr  and  p^asages 
to  this  House,  it  was  ordered,  ^  That  the  Jus- 
tices of  Peace  for  the  city  of  Westminster,  do 
immediately  attend  this  House,  and  brmg  tbe 
constables  with  them.'' 


'  migemeots  of  the  late  South  Sea  pirectors 

*  and  others/  This  bill  was  read  the  6rst  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  the  next 
laoroing. 

-  A  tumuUufmi  Concourte  of  the  Annuitants 
m»emble  in  Ike  Lobbi/  of'  the  House  o/*  Commons,'] 
In  the  mean  time,  there  appeared  in  the  Lobby 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  in  tlie  places 
adjacent,  beferal  hundreds  of  the  proprietors 
of  the  Short  Annuities,  .and  other  redeemable 
]fublic  debts;  of  both  sexes,  who  demanded 
justice  of  the  members  as  they  went  into  the 
House,  and  put  into  their  hands  a  Paper 
with  these  written  words,  *  Pray  do  justice  to 

*  the  Annuitants,  who   lent  their  money  on 

•  Parliamentary    Security.'*     The  multitude 

•  The  following  printed  Letter  was  also  de- 
livered to  the  members  as  ttiey  entered  the 
House: 

A  Letter  to  a  Member  op  Parliament  ; 

*  wherein  tlie  Unreasonableness  and  Impro- 
bability of  binding  down  the  Redeemabks, 
is  full^  demonstrated. 

«  Sir; 

**  The  great  question  debated  among  ns  with- 
out dours,  is,  whether  the  parliament  will  bind 
dowD  the-redeemables  absolutely  to  che  price  of 
SOOL  and,  in  consideration  of  this  reduction, 
deprive  them  Of  the  right  they  have  to  contest 
the  validity  of  their  subscription  at  law  ?  I  shall 
give  you  my  reasons  for  the  negative  part  of 
this  question,  in  as  few  words  as  I  can. 

*'  fiut  before  I  mention  them,  I  will  just 
take  notice  by  the  way,  that  the  reduction  to 
300/.  is  such  an  one^  as  the  redeemables  will 
never  voluntarily  accept  of.  For  it  not  only 
bears  no  proportion  to  the  favour  or  relief 
which  is  intended  Cowards  the  rest  of  the  un- 
happy sufferers  by  this  scheme,  but  carries 
ftlongwithit  the  ruin  and  destruction  of  these 
proprietors  and  their  families,  and  will  cer* 
tainly  introduce  a  new  scene  of  misery  and 
poverty.     , 

^*  The  redeemables  have  reason  to  think  them- 
selves intitled   to    as   much  favour    as   any 

•  others  :  They  arepaitof  the  ancient  creditors 
of  the  government.  The  honour  and  justice  of 
the  government  was  en);Bged  for  the  just  pay- 
ment of  their  debts  ;  and  even  the  South-Sea 
Act  itself  no  otherwise  enabled  the  Company 
to  take  in  their  debts,  than  with  regard  to  jus- 
tice and  public  faith. 

*'  But  it  is  universally  admitted,  that  though 
their  debts  should  prove  to  have  been  taken  in, 
according  to  the  strict  letter  of  that  law  (which 
is  now. the  point  in  controversy ;)  yet,  it  is  cer- 
tain, the  Company  have  not  acted  with  regard 
to  justice  and  public  faith,  in  the  manner  of 
taking  them  in ;  and  therefore,  to  be  sure,  they 
are  as  much  intitled  to  the  favourable  relief  of 
.  the  parliament,  as  the  members  of  that  Com- 
pany, which  have  cheated  them. 

''As  to  the  money*  subscribers  ;  addiitting 
that  th^y  abo  faa?e  been  abased  ilod  deladed 


Debate  on  the  Petitum  of  the  Annuitants,^ 
In  the  mean  time,  sir  John  Ward  presented  to 
the  Hodse  a  Petition  and  Representation  of  the 
Proprietors  of  the  Redeemable  Funds,  on  be- 
half of  themselves,  and  all  others,  pretended  to 
be  taken  into  the  South-Sea  Company,  setting 
forth,  **  That  they  had  lent  their  money  upon 


by  the  Company,  yet  still  they  ha?e  no  plea  for 
favour  which  may  not  be  urged  with  nucb 
greater  strength  in  behalf  of  the  redeemables; 
I  mean,  with  relation  to  the  government.  For 
the  money  subscribers  engaged  on  tbehr  own 
beads  voluntarily,  and,  I  may  say,  wantonly 
too :  they  had  no  occasion  to  engage  writh  the 
Company  at  all ;  but  the  redeemables  came  in 
under  the  persuasion,  and  by  invitation  of  an 
act  of  parliament.  So  that  the  first  of  these 
had  only  the  faith  of  the  Company  to  depend 
upon ;  the  others  had  the  faith  of  the  Company 
and  parliament  too.  The  money  subscribers 
engaged  with  a  view  to  the  advantages  which 
might  arise  and  be  made  finom  a  subsequent 
contract  with  the  government-creditors  ;  bat 
the  redeemables  were  brought  in  by  the  advan- 
tages arising  from  an  aciuu  contract  made  be- 
tween the  Company  and  the  money-snbecrlbcrs. 
And  would  it  not  be  very  strange,  if  it  shoald 
prove  more  prudent  to  nave  trusted  the  Com- 
pany alone,  than  to  have  relied  on  the  hhh  of 
the  Company  and  that  of  the  parliament  added 
to  it  ?  Or  more  advantageous  to  have  made  a 
bargain  tor  a  future  contingency,  than  for  a 
reality  ? 

**  I  own,  there  is  somewhat  of  obligation 
which  arises  from  placing  a  confidence  in  ano- 
ther, and  sttch  merit  the  money-subscribers 
mayjclaim,  with  regard  to  the  Company  ;  hot 
what  superior  merit  they  can  pretend  to  with 
regard  to  the  parliament,  is  a  secret.  Sore  I 
am,  they  can  never  plead  a  greater  ntedt  to- 
wards the  government,  thaii  the  governoMOt- 
creditors  themselves. 

'*  With  regard  to  the  Company,  the  money 
subscribers  plead  the  merit  of  having  drawn  ia 
others.  And  for  this  signal  piece  of  serrice, 
the  Company  might  reasonably  enough  treat 
them  with  distinguishing  marks  of  favour,  and 
think  themselves  obliged, to  take  care,  that 
they  should  not  be  greater  losers,  than  those 
who  had  been  decoyed  by  them.  But  how 
this  way  of  reasoning  should  influence  the  par- 
liament, is  not  to  be  explained  or  understood,  ^ 
unless  it  should  be  also  affirmed,'^  that  it  was 
an  acceptable  service  to  the  parliament,  to 
have  their  creditors  cheated. 
**  No  man  in  bis  semes  cw  doubt,  ha%  that 
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^iimentai^  security;  that  having  been  un- 
warily drawn  in  to  sabscribe  their  efiects  into 
the  Soath-Sea  Company,  by  the  artifices  of  the 
kte  Directors,  the  honourable  House  of  Com- 
mons, in  February,  had  thought  fit  to  leave  the 

the  releasing  the  money  subscribers  from  all 
their  sob^quent  payments,  and  allowing  them 
stock  at  the  rate  of  300/.  per  cent,  for  what 
has  been  actually  paid  in,  is  a  much  greater  re- 
fief  to  the  money-subscribers,  than  the  redu<^ 
iog  the  redeemables  to  300/.  is  to  them. 

*<  The  second  money-subscribers  contracted  to 
pay  400/.  and  the  third  and  ^fourth  1,000/.  for 
100/.  Sooth  Sea  Stock,  but  were  afterwards 
redueed  co  400/.  They  of  the  second  subscrip- 
tion paid  down  80/.  the  third  100/.  and  the 
fourth  900/.  in  part  of  their  contract.  Now, 
supposing  South-Sea  stock  to  be  capable  of 
being  made  worth  150/.  per  cent,  (which,  T  be- 
liertf  all  cbe  art  of  man  can  never  make  it  in- 
trinsically worth)  and  you  may  easilj  see  the 
great  disproportion  there  is  between  the  re- 
deemables, and  the  worst  of  the  money  sub- 
scribers. 

■  "  The  fourth  money-subscriber,  out  of  his 
Booej  which  be  contracted  to  pay  for  100/. 
stock  is  to  retain  200/.  in  his  pocket,  to  have 
^ock  at  the  rate  of  300/.  per  cent,  for  the 
whtriOO/.  viz.  73/.  6s.  8^.  which,  at  150/.  per 
eent.  makes  110/.  so  that  hebses,  upon  the 
whole  of  his  contract,  90/.  But  the  redeema- 
ble subscriber,  has  paid  down  ail  his  400/.  ao- 
coHiog  to  his  supposed  contract,  and  is  not  to 
bave  one  farthing  renaitted  to  him  ;  but  to  take 
stock  at  the  rate  of  300/.  for  the  whole,  viz. 
146/.  ISi.  4d,  value  230/.  So  that  upon  the 
whole  of  his  bargain,  he  is  to  lose  180/.  Let 
toy  man  judge  now,  whether  this  is  equal.  If 
the  {>eople  must  be  made  to  belie?e,  that  this 
division  of  loss  between  the  money  subscribers 
and  redeemables,  is  equal,  it  must  be  made  ap- 
pear, that  180/.  is  no  more  than  90/. 

'*  As  to  the  irredeemables,  who  are  the  other 
put  of  the  government  creditors;  though  it  is 
certain,  that  they  also  have  been  greatly  abused 
by  the  Company,  by  having  been  taken  in  at 
W  extravagant  high  price ;  yet  the  number  of 
yearspurchaseallowed  to  them,  greatly  takes 
oflffirom  the  extravagancy  of  the  price  at  which 
they  were  taken  in,  and  reduces  their  loss  to  a 
much  lower  proportion  than  that  of  the  re- 
deemables ;  as  may  be  seen  by  every  calcula- 
tion which  has  been  made  of  this  subject. 

**  But  perhaps  you  will  say,  as  I  have  often 
beard  it  said.  That  if  the  redeemables  are 
boQod  in  law,  they  are  intitled  to  no  re- 
lief: bat  ought  to  be  thankful  for  any,  and  con- 
leqaently  for  their  redaction  to  300/. 

**  To  this  I  answer,  that  the  redaction  to^ 
300/.  is  so  hr  from  being  a  relief  to  the  re- 
deemables, that  it  had  been  mach  better  for 
diem  to  have  stood  at  400/.  provided  all  the 
vest  of  the  contractors  were  obliged  to  stand 
to  their  contracts.  And  surely,  this  is  nothing 
but  justice ;  for  it  is  certain,  the  contracts 
SMdtby  tbem  were  aa  biadiog  and  firm,  as 


validity,  or  invalidity  of  their  subscriptions,  to 
be  determined  by  the  common  law :  But  being 
informed,  that  by  the  Bill  now  'depending,  they 
were  tied  down  to  take  South-Sea  stock  at  dOOi. 
they  therefore  prayed  that  they  might  be  heard 


that  which  is  pretended  to  have  been*  made  by 
the  redeemables :  And  if  so,  what  sort  of  fa- 
vour is  this,  that  is  shewn  to  the  redeemables, 
when  the  reduction  proposed,  being  accom* 
panied  by  a  much  more  favourable  reduction 
to  every  one  else,  really  puts  them  in  a  worse 
condition,  than  if  there  had  been  no  reduction 
at  all? 

<<  Is  this  a  favour  which  will  induce  the  re- 
deemables to  part  with  a  legal  right  of  contro- 
verting their  subscription }  A  controversy 
wherem  they  have  all  the  reason  in  the  world  to 
hope  for  success,  and  which,  if  it  is  determined 
in  their  favour,  will  dischai^e  their  whole  es-  ' 
tates,  and  deliver  them  intirely  from  the  jaws  o( 
their  greedy  oppressors. 

^*  No,  Sir,  You  may  depend  upon  it,  the  re- 
deemables are  not  so  very  silly  as  this  comes 
to.  They  know  their  interest  better  than  to 
close  on  such  unequal  terms.  Nothing  bat 
force  will  ever  prevail  upon  them  to-  acquiesce 
under  such  conditions. 

<'  And  now  I  come  to  the  business  I  first  pro- 
posed, viz.  To  offer  you  my  reasons  for  be- 
lieving that  the  parliament  will  not  force  thera 
to  accept  oi  these  terms.    For, 

'<  If  the  Parliament  should  bind  down  the  re- 
deemables absolutely  to  the  terms  of  300/. 
without  Sufiering  them  to  contest  the  validity 
of  their  subscription,  the  parliament  must  be 
supposed  to  know  either  that  the  pretended 
subscription  is  binding  in  law,  and  such  as  they 
cannot  get  loose  from  ;  or  else,  must  resolve  to 
piece  out  the  legality  of  that  subscription  by 
the  interposition  of  mere  power. 

'*  That  the  parliament  know  the  pretended 
subscription  is  binding  in  law,  is  what  any  man 
may  safely  deny  :  nay^  Ibo  far  are  they  from 
knowing  this,  that  it  docs  not  appear,  that  they 
have  ever  yet  maile  an  inquiry  after  those  ne- 
cessary facts,  upcm  which  only  such  a  know* 
ledge  can  be  founded. 

<<  The  parliament  has  been  told  indeed,  that 
13  985,425/.  of  the  redeemables  have  been 
taken  in  to  the  South-Sea  Stock,  This  has  been 
represented  to  them,  as  they  say,  in  the  late  in- 
grafting act.  But,  by  whom  were  they  told 
this  ?  Why,  by  the  Inte  directors,  men  who  were 
not  only  interested  in  the  question,  but  such 
as  the  parliament  knows  to  be  knaves,  and 
whose  estates  they  are  now  confiscating  for 
their  knaveries. 

"  By  a  former  act  passed  in  this  sessions, 
thb  parliament,  upon  a  view  of  these  mens  con- 
duct in  other  respects,  declared,  that  under 
pretence  of  the  South-Sea  Act,  they  had  con- 
trived and  carried  on  many  fhiudulent  and  iiv- 
direct  practices,  contrary  to  the  intention  of  the 
said  Act :  and  upon  this  accojunt,  as  it  was 
very  natural,  the  parliament  suspended  their 
belief  coDC«rnin£  tne  legality  /of  taking  in  tht 
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the  second  tim^  mod  oommiUed  to  a  CoinBit* 
tee  of  tJie  whole  Honse.    This  dooe. 

Sir  JoAii  Ward  stood  up,  and  spoke  in  favour 
of  the  petitionees,  urging  the  justice  of  bearing 
thcoCi»  either  bj  themselves,  or  their  counsel,  ia 


lurtheinselvesy  or  tbeir  cmemIi  asaiost  tbt  said 

After  the  reading  of  this  Petition,  the  same 
^was  ordered  to  lie  on  ^  table,  and  then  the 
«  Bill  to  restore  Public  Cnedit,''  &c.  was  read 


Redeemables ;  justly  suspecting,  that  those  men 
Yih%  had  acted  contrary  to  the  intention  of  that 
act  in  some  respects  might  alstx^  have  acted 
contrary  to  it  m  others:  they  very  wisely, 
therefore,  resdlved  to  leave  the  redeemables 
to  die  law  to  try  this  point;  and  have 
provided,  by  a  clause  in  the  said  ingaaft- 
ing  act,  that  if  the  redeemables  obtain  a  decree 
orjudgment  in  their  favour,  that  insochoase, 
they  uiall  not  be  esteemed  members  of  the 
South-Sea,  or  any  ether  company,  on  account 
of  such  sobicriptuHis. 

**  Now  can  any  man,  after  all  this,  be  89  ab- 
surd as  to  think,  that  what  the  parUament  re* 
fosed  to  do  in  February,  they  wiU  do  in  July  I 
Bo  not  all  the  reasons  that  were  alledged 
against  binding  down  the  redeeowbles,  hold  as 
strong  now,  as  they  did  few  months  ago  ?  And 
can  it  be  inaagiaed,  that  the  same  parliament 
which  came  to  a  resolution  not  to  interpose  in 
Uus  matter,  when  no  suits  were  actually  com- 
menced, shuold  ail  on  a  sudden  resolve  to  in- 
terpose now  they  are,  and  thereby  deprive  the 
redieemables  of  those  hopes  which  they  tbem- 
sehres  encouraged,  and  which  the  redeemables 
have  prosecuted  with  so  much  trouble  and  ex- 
pence?  What  is  this  but  making  the  parlia- 
ment to  speak  like  ibe  oracles  of  old,  or  rather 
more  fallaciou^y,  to  tell  the  redeemableS|  they 
would  leave  them  the  free  use  of  the  iaws^ 
provided  they  would  not  make  uie  of  them  ? 

**  Had  not  self-inierest  blinded  men  to  the 
greatest  degree  in  the  world,  they  would  never 
desire  that  the  parliament  should  in  any  case 
fuspend  the  regular  administration  of  justice, 
and  interrupt  the  common  course  of  the  laws. 
T^  is  a  thing  every  true  Englishman  ought 
ratner  to  pray  against,  and  be  exceeding  jealous 
and  fearful  of :  4t  b  opening  a  wide  gap  in  our 
constitution.  .  Hitherto  it  has  been|looked  upon, 
that  the  interpretation  and  eieciition  of  laws 
when  made,  did  as  properly  belong  to  Westmin- 
ster-Hall,  as  the  making  them  to  the  parlia- 
ment :  and  the  alteration  of  such  a  fundament 
tal,  whateverparticular  jobs  it  may  serve  at 
present,  cannot  but>e  attended  wish  very  fatal 
censeqaences,  if  not  with  the  dissolution  of  this 
ancient  and  free  government. 

^'  But  to  suppose,  that  the  parliament  should 
take  so  extraordinary,  unprecedented,  unpar- 
liamentary  a  step,  to  tie  up  men  from  the  free 
use  of  the  law,  only  in  order  to  oppress  their 
own  innocent  creditors,  ^nd  to  piece  ont  the  le- 
gality of  a  most  unrighteous  and  barbarous 
contract;  at  the  best,  is  to  suppose  a  parlia- 
ment speaking  b  this  wise:  Whereas  it  may  be 
doubted,  whether  the  wicked  artifices  used  by 
the  late  South-Sea  Directors,  to  cheat  and  de- 
fraud the  redeemables,  are  sufficient  in  law  for 
that  purpose ;  and  the  proprietors  of  those 
debts  hwre  commenced  suits  in  the  ordinary 


course  of  justice  to  vindicate  themsehres  from 
die  said  intended  oppression,  and  may  tbereby 
happily  free  themselves  from  the  same  ;  thnc- 
fore  be  it  enacted.  That  all  such  suits  ^latt 
cease :  and  be  it  declared,  that  the  said  re- 
deemables are  cheated,  and  shall  be  cheated 
effectually,  and  without  retrieve?  and  the  esiate» 
whereof  they  are,  by  the  authority'  ofdiis  pre- 
sent parliament,  declared  to  be  cheated,  sbaii 
be  distributed  for  the  benefit  of  thoee  who  have 
contrived,  promoted  and  assisted  in  carpying  oa 
the  said  cheat. 

<*  This,  Sir,  I  caa  assure  you^  is  the  true  Eng- 
lish of  what  some  among  us,  without  doors, 
would  have  the  parliament  say:  bat,  I  am  per- 
suaded, they  never  will  say  it :  such  notions  a» 
.these,  can  be  entertained  by  none  but  svchaa 
are  enemies  to  the  honour  and  j^ce  of »  Bri- 
tish parliament. 

«<  If  you  ask  these  sort  of  meni  Why  the  par- 
liament should  interpose  to  bind  iip  die  lawa 
which  they  never  did  before ;  They  imuMMiiately 
answer  you,  that  the  exigency  of  aflairs  requites 
it.  if  the  Sobth-Sea  Company,  say  th^,  ia 
liable  to-law-suiu,  publio  credit  can  na^er  ba 
establisbed. 

*'  If  by  pubifc  credit^ these  men  meaft  what 
they  ought  to  mean,  tbe  credit  of  the  p>rcr- 
ment  and  coaSmunity  ;  there  cannot  be  a  maie 
senseless  proposition  than  thb  s  for  the  credit  of 
the  government  must,  in  the  nature  of  the 
thii^  be  founded  on  the  supposed  honesty  and 
justice  of  the  government ;  on  its  dispositioo  t» 
support  and  maintain  the  legal  rights  of  its  cre- 
ditors. 

<^  Men  most  willingly  trust  those,  for  wbose 
ftuth  and  honesty  they  itave  the  best  security.' 
T^e  away  any  part  of  that  security  which  die 
creditor  has  for  the  ra-paymeat  of  his  debi,  and 
you  neceseanly  lessen  your  own  credit,  as  weU 
as  his  security  :  take  away  the  law,  whieb  is 
bot^  the  measure  and  security  of  ail  property, 
and  no  man  will  ever  part  with  his  money  out  of 
his  own  possession,  because  be  has  no  way  left;  to 
recover  it  but  bv  force  :  let  it  be  but  oace  d^ 
terroioed,  that  there  is  no  law  againet  a  Coes- 
pany,  that  whatever  they  get  possession  of, 
though  never  so  illegally,  they  shall  hold  aad 
retain,  and  none  but  fools  will  trust  such  a 
Company  for  tbe  future. 

<<  But  tbe  truth  is,  that  these  men  b^  public 
credit  and  the  establishment  of  it,  mean  nothing 
else  but  t^  raising  the  value  of  South-Sea 
Stock,  and  measure  tbe  increase  of  credit  only 
by  the  present  increase  of  their  own  eslaica  ; 
whether  by  wrong  or  right,  is  no  pert  of  their 
concern,  and  because  it  is  for  their  preseat  in- 
terest, tiiat  the  redeemables  should  eontiaaa 
pkrt  of  the  South>^ea  Stock,  and  alaw-eait  be^ 
tween  the  Company  aad  them,  mi^,  in  all  h*' 
man  probability,  disapooiat  their  bopes,  aad 
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order  to  tkeir  being  /^eiieved,  and  he  was 
seconded   \ky  sir    Gilbert  Heathcote.    Here- 

VlflOll 

Mr.  lUhert  Walp^U  said,  He  did  not  see 

How  the  petitioners  could  be  reliered;  that 
Che  Kesolutions,  pursuant  to  which  thiii  bill 
was  bniught  in,  had  been  laid  before,  and  ap- 
proved by  the  kiog  and  council,  and  had  also 
been  agreed  to  by  a  great  majority  of  the  House 
before  the  last  short  prorogation  i  and  that 
they  bad  giren  their  word  of  honour  to  the 
menibers  that  were  gone  into  the  country,  that 
Uiey  would  not  alter  a  tittle  in  them ;  and  as  he 
could  not  see  any  thing  that  could  be  done  for 
the  petitioners,  he  therefore  moved  for  adjourn- 
io|^  the  debate,  and  desired  that  that  question 
might  be  put  as  a  previous  one.  This  was 
opposed  by 

Mr.  Brodrickf  who  said.  He  wondered  what 
that  gentleman  meant  by  desiring  to  have  such 
a  question  put,  before  the  question  for  taking 
the  Pjetition  into  consideration;  which,  he 
thought,  would  look  as  if  they  could  not  an- 
swer the  allegations  contained  in  the  said  Peti- 
tion ;  and  therefore  he  moved  that  they  might 
go  upon  the  debate  of  it.  He  was  seconded^y 
Samuel  Sandys,  esq.  who  spoke  strenuously  in 
favour  of  the  petitioners ;  hut  the  court  party 
insisting  upon  Mr.  Walpole's  motion,  the  ques- 
tion for  adjourning  was  put,  and  carried  by  a 
oaaiorit^r  of  78  voioes  against  29. 

By  this  time  four  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace 
Ibrthe  city  of  Westminster  attending,  according 
to  order,  they  were  called  in,  and  being  at  the 
bar,  Mr.  Speaker  acquainted  them,  Tnat  the 
House  was  informed  that  there  was  a  great 
crowd  of  riotous  people  in  the  lobby  and  pas- 
sages leading  to  this  House,  and  that  he  was 
commanded  by  the  House  to  dhrect  them,  the 
aaid  Justices,  to  go  and  disperse  the  said  riotous 
crowd,  and  to  take  care  to  prevent  the  like 
riots  for  the  future.  Hereupon  the  four  Jus- 
tices, attended  by  five  or  six  constables,  desired 
the  petitioners  to  clear  the  lobby  and  passages  ; 
and  upon  their  refusal,  caused  the  Proclama- 
tion against  Rioters  to  be  twice  read,  declaring 
to  them,  that  if  they  continued  there  till  the 

cviuce  the  contrary ;  therefore,  they  desire  the 
course  of  the  law  should  be  stopped.  Hence 
arises  this  foar  of  the  law  and  law-suits:  the 
law  is  an  enemy  to  villany  and  oppre^ion.  Bat 
what  these  men  call  public  creait,  is»  it  seems 
only  t^  be  supported  by  them,  and  consequentr 
ly  must  be  built  on  the  destruction  of  Uie  law, 
their  opposite. 

**  But  though  it  should  be  granted  these  men, 
that  self-interest  is  the  sole  principle  of  action 
in  a  wise  man  (and  many  isuch  moralists  or  wise 
Bten  you  may  meet  with  in  every  coffee-house) 
yet  if,  according  lo  the  Poet's  definition  of  wis- 
dom, <  f  stttc  est  sapere,  non  quod  ante  pedes 
^  modo  est  videre,sed  etiam  ilia  qusfutura  sunt 
*  prospicere,'  it  will  then  appear,  that  they  are 
▼ery  silly  follows,  and  little  consider  their  awn 
true  interest,  when  they  are  desiring,  that  the 
hmty  and  beoe^of  thm;  should  be  sospended 


third  reading,  they  shodd  incur  the  penalties  of 
the  act.  Hereupon  they  thought  fit  to  dis- 
perse ;  but  as  they  went  away,  could  not  for- 
bear venting  tlteir  resentments,  some  sayin|^ 

*  That  they  came  as  peaceable  subjects  and 
'  citizens,  to  represent  their  grievances,  and  did 

*  not    expect   to    be   used  like  a   mob,  and 

*  scoundrels ;'  and  the  rudest  telling  the  mem- 
bers, '  You  first  pick  otir  pockets,  and  thea 

*  send  nsto  gaol  For  complaining.' 

The  Bill  for  restoring  the  Public  Credit 
paued,']  Aug.  4.  The  Commons,  in  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House,  considered  of  the 
'  Bill  to  restore  Public  Credit;'  and  the  first 
question  that  occasioned  any  debate  was,  at 
what  price  the  subscribers  upon  the  second  sub- 
scription should  be  obliged  to  take  South-Se^ 
stock  ?  Som^  were  for  363/.  and  othe^  for  203/. 
and  after  several  speeches  (by  Mr.  Horatio 
Walpole,  Mr.  Yonge,  Mr.  Bobert  Walpol^ 
Mr.  Sloper,  Mr.  BrcKlerick,  Mr.  Lowndes,  Mr. 
Lowther,  Mr.  Harsley,  Mr.  Miluer,  and  sir  John 
£jjrles)  it  was  agreed  without  divicting,  that  the 
said  subscribers  should  take  stock  at  203/. 

The  next  question  was,  whether  brokers,  or 
such  as  had  acted  as  brokers  for  brokeridgei, 
who  had  borrowed  money  of  the  Soutb-&|i 
Company  upon  stock,  or  subscription-receipts, 
should,  like  the  other  borrowers,  oe  discharged 
from  all  farther  demands,  by  paying  to  the 
cashier  of  the  said  Company/ ten  per  cent,  of 
the  money  borrowed  ?  But  after  some  debate^ 
it  was  carried  by  62  votes  against  42^  that  the 
said  brokers  should  be  excepted,  and  fi  clausa 
was  added  to  the  bill,  to  oblige  theih  to  pajr 
tlie  whole  money  borrowed. 

After  this  sir  Thomas  Crosse  dedaredi  that 
upon  looking  over  the  Sooth-Sea  books,  he 
found  that  many  of  the  borrowers  had  not  givea 
any  security  for  the  money  borrowed,  for  three 
months,  or  thereabouts,  after  the  money  leatt 
upon  which  the  questioh  was  put,  and  carrifd 
without  a  division,  that  all  those  who  had  bor- 
rowed money  of  the  Company,  and  had  not 
given  security,  by  transferring  stock,  or  sub- 
scription receipts,  fourteen  days  after  the  money 

and  taken  from  any  of  their  fellow  subjects* 
'For  when  the  precedent  of  suspending  the  law 
is  once  introduced,  whose  turn  it  may  be  to 
suffer  next,  no  man  knows.  These  men,  for  the 
sake  of  an  immediate  advantage,  would  r^oice. 
it  seems,  in  an  act  of  parliament  which  should 
distress  their  brethren,  and  destroy  their  pro- 
perty ;  bqt,  I  am  satisfied,  such  rejoicing  would 
not  last  long  ;  the  pleasure,  as  it  is  a  barbarous 
one,  would  also  be  a  short-lived  one.  For  the 
same  means  which  are  made  use  of  to  plupder 
these  men  to  day  may  be  made  use  of  to  plunder 
them  to  morrow*  And  if  we  should  be  so  un- 
happy to  fall  hito  the  hands  of  such  a  parlia- 
ment OS  these  men  wish  for ;  a  parliament  of 
•the  snme  narrow  and  self-interested  princi- 
ples with  themselves ;  this  one  precedent  would 
be  alledged  in  justification  of  a  Oeveral 
Sunrcjk"' 
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lent,  should  be  obliged  to  pay  the  whole  money. 
Several  other  amendments  were*made  to  the 
bill,  which  being  reported  the  next  day  to  the 
House  by  Mr.  Farrer,  some  of  them  were 
agreed  to  ;  but  when  they  came  to  that  relating 
to  the  brokers,  the  same  occasioned  a.  consi- 
derable debate.  Mr.  Robert  Walpdle  among 
the  rest  expressed  his  apprehensions,  that 
.obliging  the  brokers  to  repay  the  whole  money 
they  had  borrowed,  might  rather  be  detrimen- 
tal, than  advantageous  to  public  credit,  and 
occasion  the  fall  of  the  South-Sea  stock,  whjch 
was  now  upon  the  rise;  and  that  the  brokers, 
to  excuse  themselves,  might  probably  accuse 
others,  which  would  afford  fresh  matter  of  com- 
plaint and  dispute,  therefore  he  moved  that  the 
said  iclau^e  be  left  out  of  the  bill.  He  was  an- 
swered by  general  Ross  and  Mr.  Sloper ;  but 
upon  the  question  being  put,  it  was  carried  by 
a  greift  raaiority,  that  the  brokers  should  only 
be  excepted  frojn  the  clause  relating  to  the  bor- 
rowers; that  is  to  say,  that  they  should  not  be 
obliged  to  repay  the  whole  money  by  them  bor- 
rowed ;  nor  yet  be  discharged  from  farther  de- 
mands, by  paying  ten  per  cent,  of  the  money 
borrowed ;  but  b^  left  either  to  compound  witn 
the  South-Sea  Company,  or  to  be  sued  at  com- 
mon law.  The  other  amendment,  relating  to 
the  borrowers,  who  had  not  transferred  their 
stock,  or  subscription-receipts  in  due  time,  was 
also  left  out  of  the  biU, 

Aug.  7.  The  said  Bill  was  read  the  third 
time,  passed,  and  sent  up  to  the  Lords  ;  after 
which,  the  Commons  adjourned  to  the  10th,  on 
which  day  ihe  Bill  was  pc^sed  by  the  Lords, 
•nd  received  the  Royal  Assent. 

The  King^t  Speech  at  the  Close  of  the  Sei- 
gion,]  August  10.  The  King  carne  to  the 
Bonse  of  Peers,  and  the  Commons  bein^  sent 
for  up,  and  attending,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  by 
his  raojesty'f  command,  read  the  following 
Speech  to  both  Housed  : 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen  ; 

f  *  I  am  glad  that  the  business  of  this  and  the 
former  session  is  at  length  brought  to  such  a 
period,  that  I  have  now  an  opportunity  of  giv- 
ing you  some  recess,  after  the  great  pains  yon 
have  taken  in  the  senrice  of 'the  public. 

**  The  common  calamity,  occasioned  by  the 
wicke<l  execution  of  the  South-Sea  scheme, 
was  become  so  very  great  before  your  meeting, 
that  the  providing  proper  remedies  for  it  was 
Tecy  difficult ;  But  it  is  a  great  comfort  to  me, 
to  observe,  that  Public  Credit  nowb^ins  to  re- 
cover ;  which  gives  me  the  greatest  hopes  that 
it  will  be  entirely  restored,  "when  all  the  provi- 
sions you  haVe  made  for  that  end,  shall  be  duly 
put  in  execution. 

«  I  have  great  compassion  fisr  the  sufiferings 
of  the  innocent,  and'  a  just  indignation  against 
the  guilty ;  and  have  readily  given  my  assent  to 
such  bills  as  you  have  presented  to  me,  for  pu- 
nishing the  authors  of  our  late  misfortunes,  and 
for  obtaining  the  restitution  and  satisfaction  due 
^  those  who  have  been  injured  by  tbero^  ia  such 
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manner  as  you  judged  proper.  I  was  at  ths 
skme  time,  willing  and  desirous,  by  my  free  and 
general  pardon,  to  give  ease  and  quiet  to  the 
rest  of  my  subjects,  many  of  whom  mvy,  ia 
such  a  general  infatuation,  have  been  UDwariiy 
drawn  in  to  transgress  the  laws. 

''  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons, 

'*  I  return  you  my  hearty  thanks  for  the 
supplies  you  have  granted  for  the  eurrent  ser- 
vice of  this  year ;  and  particularly  for  your  eo- 
abling  me  to  discharge  the  debu  and  arreaii  oa 
the  CHvtl  List,  and  to  make  good  the  engage 
roents  I  w^  under  for  procuring  peace  in  the 
North,  which  in  all  probability,  will  now  veiy 
soon  be  concluded.  These  instances  of  yoax 
faithful  endeavours  to  support  the  honour  and 
dignity  of  the  crown,  at  home  and  abroad,  are 
fresh  marks  of  your  zeal  and  affection  to  my 
person  and  government. 

*'  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen ; 

'^  I  take  this  opportunity  of  acquainting  yoo, 
that  we  have  renewed  all  our  treaties  of  com- 
merce with  Spain,  upon  the  same  foot  as  they 
were  settled  before  the  late  war;  which  most 
necessarily  prove  an  immediate  and  Taluahle 
advantage  to  the  trade  and  manufactures  of 
this  kingdom. 

'*  I  earnestly  recommend  to  yon  all,  in  your 
several  stations,  to  suppress  pro&neness  and 
immorality,  and  to  preserve  the  peace  and 
quiet  of  the  kingdom. 

<<  You  are  all  sensible,  that  the  discontents 
occasioned  by  the  great  losses  that  many  of 
my  subjects  have  sustained,  have  been  indos- 
tnously  raised  and  inflamed  by  malicious  aod 
seditious  libels ;  but  I  make  no  doubt,  but  that, 
by  your  prudent  conduct  in  your  several  cooii-> 
tries,  all  the  enemies  of  my  government,  wfaa 
flattered  themselves  they  should  be  able  to  take 
advautage  from  our  misfortunes,  and  blow  op 
the  sufferings  of  my  people  into  popular  dis- 
content and  disaffection,  will  be  disappointed 
in  their  wicked  designs  and  expectations.** 

And  thdn  the  Lord  Chancellor  prorogued 
the  Parliament  to  the  19th  day  of  October. 


SEVENTH  AND  LAST  SESSION  OF  THB 
FIFTH  PARLIAMENT  OF  GREAT 
BRITAIN. 

'I%e  King't  Spe^h  on  Opening  the  Smioit.] 
October  19.  The  Parliament  being  met,  the 
King  came  vto  the  Honse  of  Peers,  wad  the 
Commons  attendine,  his  Majesty,  by  tbe  mouth 
of  the  Lord  High  Chancellor,  made  the  follow* 
ing  Speech  to  both  Houses: 

'<  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen; 
^'  I  acouainted  you,  when  we  parted  latf, 
with  our  having  renewed  all  our  Treaties  of 
Commerce  with  Spain;  nace  wh^ch,  peace  is 
happily  restored  in  tbe  North,  by  ibe  concb- 
sion  of  the  treaty  between  the  Caar  and  the 
king  of  Sweden ;  aod  by  that  whicb  I  have 
made  with  the  Moors,  a  great  number- of  o^ 
subjects  are  delivered  ^m  slavery;  aiul  all 
tucQ  of  them  a«  trade  to  tboso  pwt^  ^  ^ 
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which  from  an  absolote  necessity,  Cbej  hare  beui 
obliged  to  pnj. 

**  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen ; 

*'  The  unspeakable  misery  and  desolation 
that  has  of  late  raged  in  some  parts  of  Eu- 
rope *,  cannot  but  be  a  sufficient  warning  to 
as,  to  use  all  possible  precautions  to  prevent 
the  coatagion  from  being  brought  in  among  us : 
or  if  these  kingdoms  should  be  visited  with  such 
a  fatal  calamity,  to  be  in  a  condition,  with  tho 
blessing  of  God,  to  stop  its  ftirtber  progress. 
And  as  nil  other  provisions  will  be  altogether 
vain  and  fruitless,  if  the  abominable  practica 
of  running  of  goods  he  nor,  ac  once,  lotjOly  sup- 
pressed, I  most  earnestly  recommend  to  you, 
to  let  no  other  consideration  stand  in  compe- 
tition with  a  due  care  of  preserving  so  many 
thousand  lives. 

"  The  several  affairs  which  I  have  mentioned 
to  you,  being  of  the  highest  and  most  imme- 
diate concern  to  the  whole  kingdom,  I  doubt 
not  but  you  will  enter  into  the  consideration  of 
them  with  that  temper,  unanimity,  and  dis- 
patch, that  the  necessity  and  importance  of 
them  require." 


worid,  are,  for  the  future,  lecnred  from  falling 
aoder  that  dreadful  calamity.    - 

« In  this  situation  af  affairs  we  should  be 
extremely  wanting  to  ourselves,  if  we  neglecte<l 
to  improve  the  favourable  opportunity,  which 
this  general  tranquillity  gives  us,  of  extending 
oar  commerce,  upon  which  the  riches  and 
grandeur  of  this  nation  chiefly  depend.  It  is 
verj  obvious,  that  nothing  would  more  con- 
dace  to  the  obtaining  so  public  a  good,  than  to 
make  the  exportation  of  Our  own  manqfactures, 
and  the  importation  of  the  commodities  used 
in  the  manufacturing  of  them,  as  practicable 
and  easy  as  may  be ;  by  this  means,  the  ba- 
lance of  trade  may  be  preserved  in  our  favour, 
our  navigation  increased,  and  greater  numbers 
of  our  poor  employed. 

'*  I  must  therefore  recommend  it  to  you, 
Geotleoien  of  the  House  of  Commons,  to  con- 
sider bow  far  the  Duties  upon  these  branches 
may  be  taken  off,  and  replaced^  without  any 
violation  of  public  faith,  or  laying  any  new 
burthen  upon  my  people.  And  I  promise  my- 
self, that  by  a  due  consideration  of  this  matter, 
the  produce  of  those  duties,  compared  with  the 
infinite  advantages  that  will  accrue  to  the 
kio^om  by  their  being  taken  off,  will  be  found 
to  inconsiderable,  as  to  leave  little  room  for 
any  difficulties  or  objections. 

*^  The  suppljring  ourselves  with  Naval  Stores, 
upon  terms  tne  most  easy  and  least  precarious, 
ieeots  highly  to  deserve  the  care  and  attention 
of  parliament.-  Our  Plantations  in  America 
aatarally  abound  with  most  of  the  proper  ma- 
terials for  this  necessary  and  essential  part  of 
our  trade  and  maritime  strength ;  and  if,  by 
doe  encouragement,  we  could  be  furnished 
from  thence  with  those  naval  stores,  which  we 
are  now  obliged  to  purchase,  and  bring  from 
fi>rei^  countries,  it  v^puld  not  only  greatly 
contribute  to  the  riches,  influence^  and  power 
of  this  nation,  but,  by  employing  our  own  colo- 
nies in  this  useful  and  advantageous  service, 
divert  them  from  setting  up,  and  carrying  on 
manufactures  which  directly  interfere  with 
those  of  Great-Britain. 

'  '^  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons; 

''It  will  be  a  great  pleasure  to  me,  if,  in 
raismg  the  Supplies  ^f  this  year,  it  may  be  so 
ordered,  that  my  people  may  reap  some  im- 
loedinte  benefit  from  the  present  circumstances 
of  afiairs  abroad.  I  l^ave  ordered  Estimates  to 
U  prepared  for  the  service  of  the  ensuing  year, 
aod  likewise  an  Account  of  the  Debts  of  the 
Navy,  to  be  laid  before  you.  You  cannot  but 
be  sensible  of  the  ill  consequences  that  arise 
from  such  a  large  debt  remaining  unprovided 
for;  and  that  as  long  as  the  Navy  and  Victual- 
ling Bills  are  at  a  very  high  discount,  they  do 
not  only  affect  all  other  public  credit,  hut 
peatly  increase  the  charge  and  expence  of  the 
current  service.  It  is  therefore  very  much  to 
t>eHighed,  that  you  could  find  a  method  of  dis- 
cferging  tliis  part  of  the  National  Debt,  which, 
of  all  others,  is  the  most  heavy  and  burthen- 
*o»nc,  and-  by  that  means  have  it  in  your  power 
^  ease  your  country  of  some  part  of  the  Taxes, 


The  Lord^  Address  of  Thanks:]  The  Lords, 
on  the  motion  of  lord  Teynham,  agreed  to  the 
following  Address:  , 

**  Most  Gracious  Sovereign ; 
''  We  your  Majesty 's  most  dutiful  and  loval 
subjects,  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  in  ^ 
parliament  assembled,  beg  leave  to  return  your 
noajesty  our  most  hearty  Thanks  for  yonr  ma- 
jesty's most  gracious  Speech  from  the  throne; 
and  for  the  great  compassion  you .  have  shewni 
to  soeh  of  your  subjects,  as  have  had  the  mis* 
fortune  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Moors, 
And  we  do  at  the  same  time  congratulate  your 
majesty,  upon  the  succeM  of  your  endeavourf 
for  restoring  the  general  tranquillity  of  Europe. 
And  we  assure  your  majesty,  That,  as  the  se^ 
veral  particulars  you  have  been  pleased  tQ 
mention  to  us,  are  instances  of  the  greatest 
affection  to  your  people,  and  the  tenderest  con* 
corn  for  their  interest  and  security,  so  we  will 
on  our  part  consider,  with  all  temper,  unani* 
mity,  and  dispatch,  what  your  majesty  baa 
been  pleased  to  lay  before  us*;  and  will  do  all 
in  our  power  towards  attaining  the  great  and 
good>  ends,  which  your  majesty  has  so  graci* 

*  '*  The  plague  raged  this  year  in  the  sou* 
thern  parts  of  France,  particularly  at  Mar- 
seilles. On  this  occasion  a  proclamation  was 
published,  forbidding  any  person  to  cr.me  into 
England  from  any  part  of  France,  between  tho 
bay  of  Biscay  and  Dunkirk,  without  certificates 
of  health.  Tlie  streets  were  ordered  to  h% 
paved  ond  kept  clean  ;  and  an  act  of  jKirlia- 
roenu  passed  the  last  session  for  prevention  of 
infection,  by  building  of  pest-houses,  to  which 
the  infected  persons,  or  healthy  of  an  infrcted 
family,  were  to  be  removed,  and  by  ordering 
trenches  or  lines  to  be  drawn  round  any  city^ 
town  or  place  infected."    Tiudal;^  ^' 
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ously  rcGommeaded  to  ns,  in  favour  of  the 
trade,  ease  and  safety  of  your  people." 

The  King's  AmwerJ]  To  this  tho  King  made 
die  following  Answer : 
«  My  Lords; 

<<  I  thank  you  for  this  loyal  and  dutiful.  Ad- 
dress. The  zeal  you  express  for  my  person  and 
government,  and  for  the  interest  and  happiness 
of  my  people,  gives  me  great  satisfaction.'' 

The  Common^  Address  of  Thanks.]  The 
Commons  being  returned  to  their  House,  sir 
Geoqce  Oxenden  moved  for  an  Address  of 
ThiinKS,  which  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

October  20.  3ir  George  Oxeudeo,  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  appointed  to  draw  op 
the  said  Address,  reported  the  same  to  the 
House,  and  upon  the  Speaker's  putting  the 
question,  Whether  this  shoold  pass  as  the  Ad- 
dress of  the  House?  Mr.  Arthur  Moore  said. 
He  thought  the  expressions  relating /o  the  pre- 
venting running  of  goods  were  too  general ;  and 
that,  in  his  opmion,  the  best  way  to  prevent 
that  pernicious  practice,  was  to  take  off  some 
of  the  high  duties,  whereby  the  temptation  to 
smuggling  would  very  much  abute ;  since  people 
would  not  diink  it  worth  their  while  to  run 
^eat  hazards  foir  a  small  gain.  And  b^sid^ 
if  the  duties  were  lessened,  the  importation,  in 
all  probability,  would  increase  proportionably; 
to  that  the  customs  might  amount  to  as  much, 
with  a  smaller  duty,  as  they  do  at  present ; 
and  if  they  did  not,  \n  ays  might  be  found  to 
make  up  the  deficiency  to  the  crown.  No- 
thing of  moment  was  oiSered  against  this 
Speech;  but,  the  House  not  thinking  it  proper 
to  enter  then  upon  the  cod^itdcration  of  that 
matter,  the  Address,  as  it  Imd  been  drawn  up, 
was  approved,  aud  the  next  day  presented  to 
the  King  by  the  whole  House,  as  follows  i 
"  Most  gracious  Sovereign ; 

**  We  your  majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal 

•ubjects,  the  Commons  of  *Greut-Britaiu*in 

parliament  assembled,  beg  leave  to  reuim  your 

,  majesty  our  unftigned  Thanks  for  your  most 

gracious  Speech  from  the  throne. 

•*  We  congratulate  your  majesty  upon  the  two 
Tess  that  has  attended  your  unwearied  apfJi- 
cation  for  restoring  tranquillity  to  Europe,  for 
securing  our  commerce  by  treaties,  and  for  re- 
leasing great  numbers  of  your  subjects  from 
•lavery  among  the  Moors,  and  for  delifering 
the  ttadiog  part  of  the  natioh  from  the  npjjie- 
faensions  of  the  like  calamity  for  the  future; 
'  which  are  so  many  instances  of  your  majesty*9 
goodness,  in  which  all  your  subjects  are  so 
nearly  concerned,  that  we  are  no  less  hound 
by  interest,  than  led  bv  inclination  and  duty, 
mote  tbank'fuUy  to  acknowledge  these  hnppy 
effects  of  your  majesty's  care  for  your  people. 

**  Your  majesty's  recommending  to  us  to 
Improve  tlie  general  tmnquillity  abroad,  to- 
wards extending  and  enlarging  our  commerce, 
if  an  additional  proof,  bow  much  your  majesty 
lias  the  real  interest  of  Great- Britain  at  hearty 
tq  all  your  counsels  aed  undertakings. 
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tfiat  cor  poor  cannot  be  lofBdently  employed, 
nor  the  balance  of  trade  \je  long  presaged  ia 
our  fevour,  while  such  duties  are  continued,  as 
either  clog  the  exportation  of  our  own  tnanv* 
factures,  or  render  the  manofactorinf  of  tbea 
at  home  less  easy  and  practicable ;  and  they 
will  most  cheerfiUlv  apply  themselves  to  coe- 
sider  how  far  such  duties  can  be  taken  off  and 
replaced  without  laying  any  new  burthen  on 
your  people,  or  violating  the  public  faith ;  hav- 
ing great  veasen  to  promise  tbecMelref,  that 
the  free  circulation  of  trade,  which  oiott  nata* 
raHy  succeed  upon  the  taking  off  this  preasnre, 
will,  in  a  short  space  of  time,  compensate  any 
diminution  o(  the  customs,  which  this  alteration 
may  occasion  for  the  present. 

'^  And  since  the  trade,  navigation,  and  safety 
of  this  ni&tion  mnst  remain,  in  some  measore, 
precarious,  as  long  as  we  are  under  the  neces- 
sity of  purchasing  and  impKOrting  all  oor  naval 
stores  from  foreign  countries,  your  majesty's 
most  faithful  Commons  will  do  their  masost 
endeavours,  that  thb  important  and  beneficial 
branch  of  trade  may  be  supplied  from  yoor 
majesty's  plantations  in  America,  and  tboeby 
divert  our  colonies  from  setting  up  inaoafiM> 
tures,  which  directly  interfere  with  those  of 
their  mother-country. 

**  Your  majesty's  tender  concern  to  have  the 
Supplies  of  this  session  so  ordered,  that  your 
subjects  may  be  among  the  earliest  in  reapin| 
the  happy  effects  of  the  general  tmnqniflity 
abroad,  cannot  fail  of  exciting  in  yoor  faithfol 
Commons  a  desire  of  making  suitable  returns, 
by  proceeding,  with  all  alacrity,  to  grant  the 
necessary  Supplies  for  the  current  service  of 
the  year,  and  for  discharging  the  bcFavy  I>ebC 
of  the  Navy:  And  we  find  ourselves  engaged, 
by  all  the  ties  of  duty  and  interest,  to  second 
your  majesty's  provident  intentions,  for  so{^ 
pressing  the  it  famous  and  pemicioos  practice 
of  running  goods;  which,  besides  that  it  d^* 
frauds  the  public  revenues  and  discourages  the 
honest  trader,  may,  at  this  juncture,  indanger 
the  health  and  lives  of  many  thousandaf  of  yoor 
majesty's  innocent  subjects. 

•'  The  several  points  which  your  ntngesty  hss 
been  graciously  pleased  to  recommend  tn  us, 
carry  io  them  such  evident  nmrks  of  your  ma- 
jesty's paternal  and  most  affectionate  coocera 
for  your  people,  and  are  of  such  lasting  conse- 
qufuce  to  the  welfare  and  safety  of  this  natioa, 
that  we  should  be  inexcusable,  if  we  did  not, 
by  a  ready  concurrence  on  our  parts^  do  all  io 
our  power  to  render  these  yoor  majesty's  most 
gracious  purposes  effectual ;  and  proceed  in  the 
consideration  of  them  with  such  temper,  una- 
nimity, and  dispatch,  as  may  fully  answer  yoor 
majesty's  expectations,  and  defeat  the  designs 
uf  those  who  hope  for  any  other  conteotioas 
rinongst  us,  but  of  zeal  and  affection  towards 
your  mnjesty's  sacred  person  and  government." 

The  King's  .dnnver.]  To  which  the  K^ 
gave  this  Answer: 

**  Ckntlemen ; 
**  I  r0Wni  yoQ  my  thenkt  fof ilhi^  daufbl  •b' 
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loyal  Addrm^  «nd  for  the  ftssmtiDces  you  give 
me  of  going  tbrough  the  weighty  af^irs  now 
before  yeu  with  onaniinity  and  dispatch ;  at;id  I 
proouse  myself,  from  your  exp^enced  zeal 
Mid  appiicationy  that  my  good  wishes  for  the 
v^eKire  and  prosperity  of  my  people,  will  be 
reiMlered  effectual.'' 

I^dftLtf.  in  the  Commons  On  the  Supply.']  Oc- 
tober f7.  The  Communs,  in  a  grand  com- 
mittee, considered  of  the  Supply  to  be  granted 
to  hit  majesty ;  and,  in  the  ^rst  place,  went 
opoR  the  State  of  the  Debt  of  the  Navy,  as  it 
stood  on  the  30th  of  September  1T21,  which 
amounted  to  about  l,700y000/.    Hereupon 

Mr.  Freeman  stood  np,  and  with  soitie 
warmth  animadverted  upon  the  persons  con- 
cerned in  that  part  of  the  administration,  say- 
ing, among  other  things,  It  vtta  matter  of 
vronder,  how  sd  great  a  debt  could  be  incurred, 
when  the  parliament  had  provided  for  what 
bad  been  desired  upon  that  nead.  He  was  se- 
conded by 

Mr.  Shippen,  who  hhited,  That  suc'b  extra- 
ordinary expences  could  not  be  for  the  imme- 
diate service*  of  Great-Britain,  but  i;i  all  pro- 
bability, for  tlie  preservation  of  some  foreign 
acquisitions. 

Mr.  Plummer  answered  them  both  in  a  very 
■mart  speech.    Upon  which 

Sir  Joseph  Jekj/ll  said.  That  he  was  not 
ai^ainst  providing  for  any  just  public  debt;  but 
that,  in  his  opinion,  they  could  not  ans\Ter  it, 
either  to  "themselves,  .or  those  -they  had  the 
honour  to  represent,  if  they  gave  awaf  the 
nation*s  money  blindfold ;  and  therefore  he  de- 
tired,  that  the  Ho»se  migltt  be  informed,  how 
io  great  a  debt  had  been  contracted  ?  lb  this 

Mr.  R.  Walpole  replied.  Nothing  in  the 
world  was  mure  reasonable;  and  therefore  he 
backed  the  motion  for  having  a  particular  Ac- 
count of  that  Debt  laid  before  the  House;  but, 
in  the  mean  time,  he  might  assure  them,  that 
near  1,100,000/.  of  it  was  contracted  in  the 
last  reign;  and  as  the  persons  now  in  the  ad- 
ministration, were  not  answerable  for  that  part, 
neither  did  they  desire  that  above  one  iniihon 
of  it  should  be  this  year  provided  for. 

Hereupon  the  question  being  put,  "  Tliat  one 
million  be  granted  towards  paying  off  the  Debt 
of  the  Navy,''  it  was  carried  without  dividing: 
Then  the  Speaker  having  resumed  the  chair,  it 
was  resolved,  according  to  sir  Joseph  JekylFs 
motion,  to  address  his  majesty  "  for  an  Account 
of  all  money  granted  by  parliament  for  the 
service  of  the  Navy,  from  the  1st  of  January 
JllO;  and  how  far  the  said  money  has  been 
issued  for  ihat  purpose,  and  what  the  ekcess  of 
the  cxpence  above  the  provision  made  by  par- 
liament has  every  year  amounted  to,  and  what 
were  the  causes  of  such  excess.'' 

Oct.  31.  Tlie  order  of  the  day  beipg  read, 
for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  grand 
Committee,  to  consider  farther  of  the  supply 
granted  to  his  majesty,  the  several  Estimates 
and  Accounts  relating  to  the  Land-fbrces, 
Chelaea-Hospital  and  reduced  of&cers,  w§re  re- 


fi?rred  to  the  said  committee:  but  a  motion 
being  made  by  Mr.  TreBy,  that  the  Speaker  do 
now  leave  the  chair,  the  same  was  opposed  by 
Mr.  Freeman^  who  desired  that  this  affair 
might  he  put  ofif,  at  least  till  the  Friday  follow- 
ing, urging,  That  there  had  not  been  sufficient 
time  allowed  to  the  members  co  peruse  the  se- 
veral Accounts  and  Estimates,  and,  conse* 
qnently,  they  were  not  prepared  to  give  their 
opinion  thereupon.  He  was  seconded  by  Mr. 
Hey  sham;  but  Mr.  Yonge  answered  them  both; 
Mr.  Jefferies  having  replied  to  Mr,  Yonge,  he 
was  answered  by  Mr.  Treby,  the  latter  by  Mr. 
Shippen :  to  whom  Mr.  R.  Walpole  having  re* 
pHed,  the  question  was,  at  last,  put  upon  Mr, 
Treby's  motion,  and  carried  in  the  affirmative 
by  1520  against  40.  The  House  having  there- 
upon resolved  itself  into  a  grand  Comrnittee, 
Mr.  Farrer  in  the  chair,  Mr.  Treby  moved. 
That  a  Supply  be  granted  for  the  same  number 
of  forces  as  were  provided  for  last  year,  vix. 
14,^94  men,  including  commission  and  non- 
commission  ofi^cers,  and  1859  invalids.  This  was 
again  opposed  by  Mr.  Freeman,  who  alledged. 
That  considering  the  general  tranquillity,  botb 
at  home,  and  abroad,  the  number  of  Land- 
Forces  might  be  reduced,  and  part  of  that  exp 
pence  applied  to  more  important  uses :  but 
be  was  answered  by  Mr.  Horatio  Walpole; 
and  the  question  being  put,  Mr.  Treby's  motion 
was,  upon  a  division,  carried  by  a  majority  of 
ISl  votes  against  37. 

Debate  in  the  Lords  concerning  Mr,  Law's 
coming  over  into  England,]  October  $6.  Earl 
Coningsby  represented  to  their  lordships  hov^ 
dangerous  it  might  be,  an  several  accounts,  to 
entertain  and  countenance  such  a  man  as  Mr« 
Law,*  and  desired  that  a  day  might  be  ap- 
pointed to  take  that  matter  into  consideration. 
Hereupon  it  was  ordered.  That  the  House  be 
called  over  that  day  fortnight. 


*.  "  John  Law,  esq.  (one  of  the  early  friend* 
and  companions  of  Captain  SteeleVwas  memora- 
ble for  a  fatal  duel;  in  1694,  with  Bean  Wilson; 
for  which  he  was  tried  at  the  Old  -Elailey ;  an^ 
being  convicted,  received  a  pardon  from  the 
crowp ;  but  was  detained  in  prison  by  the  re- 
lations of  Mr.  WilsoB  under  an  appeal.  .He 
found  m^ans,  however  to  escape:  and  going  to 
France,  became  the  founder  of  the  famous 
Mississipi  scheme.  In  1721  (having pacified  the 
surviving  relations  of  Mr.  Wilson  with  lGk),0O0/.) 
he  returned  to  England,  where  he  continued 
to  reside  till  he  received  the  mortifying  intel- 
ligence of  the  confiscation  of  his  whole  pro- 
pert  v  in  France ;  but  batng  conscious  of  the 
rectitude  of  his  condact  in  the  management 
of  the  finances,  and  that  the  balance  would, 
upon  examination,  he  found  considerably  in 
his  favour,  he  had  good  reason  to  flatter  him- 
self with  the  hopes  of  receiving  a  large  sum, 
especially  as  the  Regent  always  professed  a 
more  than  ordinary  regard  for  him,  and  con- 
tinued punctually  to  remit  his  official  salary  of 
^,000  livres  a  y«^.  But  ^  deeth  of  bit  royal 
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bighoefts,  t>ec.  i,  1723,.  was  a  fatal  blow  to  the 
ha^s  of  Mr.  Law ;  who,  in  a  memorial  to  the 
duke  oF  Bourbon,  dated  Oct.  15,  1794,  states 
hiwself  as  **  bankrupt,  not  only  in  France, 
but  also  in  other  countries  ;**  and  <'  his  children 
courted  by  the  most  considerable  fiamilies  in 
France,  as  destitute  of  fortune  and  establish^ 
ment*' — "  I  had  in  my  power, **  he  says  **  to 
bavo  settled  my  daughter  in  marriage  in  the 
iirst  houses  in  Italy,  Germany  and  £a(i^and ; 
but  I  refused  all  offers  of  that  nature,  thinking 
it  inoonsisteot  with  m^  duty  to,  and  my  af- 
fection for,  the  state  m  whose  service  I  had 
the  honour  ,to  be  enframed.''  lie  bad  a  final 
adieu  to  Britain  in  1725;  and  fixed  his  resi- 
dence at  Venice;  where  he  concluded  the  che- 
quered course  of  Uh  life,  in  a  state  but  little 
removed  from  indigence,  March  21,  1729,  in 
his  58th  year/* — Stecle*s  Correspondence,  vol. 
t,  p.  520,  edit.  1809.  . 

The   following   account   of   the    Mississipi 
fcheme  is  given  by  Tindal : 

"  The  Soulh-Sea  Scheme  seems  to  be  taken 
from  that  of  the  Mississipi  Company  in  France, 
formed  by  Mr.  Law  the  last  year.  Mr.  Law 
was  bora  at  Edinburgh^  and  had  proposed  to 
the  parliament  of  Scotland,  in  1705,  a  scheme 
for  suppl)ing  the  nation  with  money,  which 
though  favoured  by  the  duke  of  Argyle,  then 
liigli-commissioner,  and  several  members  of 
parliament,  was  however  rejected.  Upon 
this  he  applied  himself  to  the  lord-treasurer 
Harley,  and  transmitted  to  him  another  pro- 
posal for  the  increase  of  trade  and  credit,  but 
meeting  with  no  encouragement,  and  not  being 
able  to  get  his  pardon,  S>r  having  killed  Beau 
Wilson  in  a  duel,  he  was  compelled  to  live 
abroad,  where  after  undergoing  great  variety 
of  persecutions  from  his  enemies,  he  settled  in 
Prance.  During  his  stay  in  England,  he  had 
informed  himself  fully  of  the  management  of 
the  Bank  and  East  India  Company,  and,  in 
order  to  settle  the  fluctuating  manner  of  tilings 
in  France,  he  proposed  to  the  Regent  to  lay  the 
foundation  of  credit  by  erecting  a  Bank.  The 
JElegent  approved  of  the  scheme,  the  Bank  was 
established :  the  King  began  the  subscription 
the  Regent  followed,  with  innumerable  others. 
This  project  met  with  such  success,  that,  in 
three  subscriptions,  more  than  all  the  money  in 
Prance  was  said  to  be  subscribed  to  it :  ibr,  by 
the  end  of  the  year  1719,  bills  were  given  out 
for  640  millions  of  livres,  which  exceeds  the 
value  of  the  biUs  circulated  by  all  the  Banks  iu 
£urope.  There  was  added  a  circulation  of 
360  millions,  and  the  whole  amounted  to  1,0Q0 
.  millions  of  livres,  making  above  38  millions  of 
jpounds  sterling  at  the  Exchange  then  current. 

"  A  Bank  being  thus  erected,  and  credit  cs- 
lablished,  Mr.  Law  formed  the  project  of  the 
Mississipi  or  India  Company,  who  were  to  have 
the  sole  privilege  of  the  trade  to  Louisiana,  or 
the  count ry^fHissiasipi,  90  called  from  <k  rivor 


his  Majestjp't  Speeoh,  aiid  proposed  the  Mon- 
day followu|.    Hereupon 
The  Earl  Coningtby.  stood  up  and  said,  lie 


of  that  name,  which  runs  ihrougli  it  frona  North 
to  South.  Pursuant  to  this  scheme,  a  subscrip- 
tion of  stock  was  opened,  and  all  were  adaaitted 
to  subscribe.  The  sum  first  proposed  to  bt 
raised  was  only  60  million  oflivres,  to  be  sab- 
scribed  in  state-bills.  These  state- bills  or  fMtb- 
lic  securities  were  then  very  low,  being  from  57 
to  63  per  cent,  discount ;  but,  as  they  were  re- 
ceived at  par  without  any  loss  in  the  compaDy's 
stock,  the  first  subscription  of  60  miilioos  vas 
soon  filled.  The  capital  stock  was  then  en- 
larged to  100  millions,  and  the  actions  or  sbares 
rose  to  120.  After  this  a  new  creation  of  actieas 
was  made  for  S5  millioas  more,  which  were  de> 
livered  out  at  110,  and  soon  rose  to  200.  As  peo- 
ple appeared  very  eager  to  lay  out  their  mo- 
ney this  way,  an  arret'  of  the  council  of  state 
was  pubhshed,  for  circulating  bank-bills,  to 
the  value  of  25  millions,  in  the  Mississipi  com- 
pany, upon  which  the  actions,  about  Midsum- 
mer 17 ID,  run  up  560.  The  company,  finding 
their  credit  so  well  established,  proposed  to 
.  lend  the  king  50  millions,  for  which  there  was 
a  new  creation  of  actions  for  25  millions,  upon 
the  foot  of  200  per  action.  About  the  end  of 
August,  the  company  proposed  to  the  king 
another  loan  of  1200  milUons,  at  three  per 
cent.  As  the  actions  were  now  advanced  to 
1,200,  the  company,  in  order  to  raise  the  loan 
opened  their  books  for  500  millions,  by  the  sale 
of  50  millions  of  actions,  at  the  rate  of  1,000 
per  action.  The  subscriptions  were  filled  in  a 
few  hours;  and,  in  less  than  three  weeks,  t«o 
subscriptions  more,  for  the  like  sum  of  500 
millions  each,  were  opened  with  *ihe  same  sue- 
cess.  The  first  payment  o(  these  three  sub- 
scriptions rose  so  considerably,  as  to  be  soki  at 
SOO  percent,  profit.  From  that  time  the  ac- 
tions rose  to  2,050. 

''The  Mississipi  stock  was  in  its  greatest 
prosperity  during  the  months  of  November 
and  December  1719 ;  and,  in  the  January  fol- 
ing,  Mr.  Law,  who  was  become  the  greatest 
subject  in  Europe,  was  made  comptroller-ge- 
neral  of  the  finances  of  France.  From  that 
time  the  stock  began  to  decline,  and  by  the 
end  of  May,  all  things  fell  into  confusion  at 
Paris,  occasioned  by  an  arret  to  reduce  bank 
notes  and  actions  of  the  company.  Mr.  Law 
resigned  his  place,^and  had  two  Swiss  officers 
given  hijn  fur  bis  guard.  By  this  project  the 
state  indeed  gained  immensely,  1,500  millions 
of  the  king's  debts  being  transported  from 
him  to  the  people,  who  were  content  to  dis- 
charge the  public,  and  owe  the  money  to  one 
another.  Consequently,  when  the  fall  came 
(except  a  few  great  fortimes  that  were  made) 
there  was  almost  a  general  ruin  through  all 
France,  This  revolution  of  the  Mississipi 
Stock  at  Paris  was  not  regarded  in  Eoglaod, 
where  the  hko  infatuation  universally  pre* 
vailed,  and  wa4  follow^  hj  the  like  come* 
<|U€ncc«/* 
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iras  oot  against  that  motioD,  but  that  their 
meetiAgy  this  day,  in  a  full  bouse,  was  io  order 
to  ooosider  of  the  dangerous  cousequences  of 
Mr.  Law's  coooiog  oTer,  at  this  critical  junc-, 
ture.  That,  for  bis  own  part,  his  lordship 
could  not  but  entertain  some  jenlousy  of  a 
person  who  had  done  so  Rooch.  mischief  in  a 
Deighbouriag  kinj^dora  ;  and  who  being  so  im- 
mensely rich,  as  he  was  reported  to  be,  mi^ht 
do  a  great  cteal  more  hurt  here,  by  taropenng 
with  luaity  ivlio  were  grown  desperate  by.being 
involved  in  the  calamity  occasioned  by  the  fatal 
imitation  of /his  pernicious  projects.  That  this 
persen  was  the  more  dangerous,  in  that  he  re* 
Qouoced  not  only  his  natural  affection  to  his 
country,  and  his  allegiance  to  Iiis  lawful  sove^ 
reign,  by  being  naturalized  in  France,  and 
openly  countenancing  the  Pretender*s  friends ; 
but,  which  was  worst  of  all,  and  weighed  most 
ivith  his  lordship,  that  he  also  renounced  his 
God,  by  turning  Roman  Catholic.  Concluding, 
that  they  ought  to  inquire,  whether  sir  John 
Norris  had  orders  to  bring  him  over  ?  To  this 
last  part  of  the  earl  Coning»bj^*s  Speech, 

Lord  Carteret  answered,  in  substance.  That 
Mr.  Law  had  many  years  ago  the  misfortune  to 
kill  a  gentleman  in  a  duel,  but  that  having  at 
last  received  the  benefit  of  the  king's  clemency, 
and  the  appeal  lodged  by  the  relations  of 
the  deceased,  being  taken  oflF,  he  was  come 
over  to  plead  his  majesty's  most  gracious  par- 
don :  that  there  was  no  law  to  keep  any  Eng- 
lisbnmn  jout  of  his  own  country  ;  and  as  Mr. 
Law  was  a  subject  of  Great  Britain,  it  was  not 
even  in  the  king's  power  to  hinder  him  from 
coming  over,  if  he  thought  fit.    To  this 

The  Lord  Trevor  replied.  That  Mr.  Law 
was,  indeed,  a  subject  of  Great  Britain,  and 
therefore,  as  such,  had  an  undoubted  right  t* 
come  hither  ;  but  that  the  circumstances  of  a 
person  of  his  character  being  brought  over  on 
board  an  English  admiral,  and  at  this  juncture 
of  time,  might  deserve  the  consideration  of  that 
House. 

Earl  Cowper  spoke  much  to  the  same  effect : 
but,  however,  ihat  matter  was  set  aside,  by  the 
lord  Nortliand  Grey's  rooiiing.  That  the  House 
be  called  over  that  day  sev'nnight.  This  being 
opposed  by  some  lords,  who  desired  that  the 
eall  might  be  put  off  for  a  fortnight. 

Earl  Cowper  %M,  It  was  the  constant  usage 
[>f  parliaments  for  the  House  to  be  summoned,  to 
^o  upon  business,  a  few  days  after  their  meet- 
ing :  that  his  majesty  had,  in  his  late  Speech 
from  the  throne,  mentioned  things  of  so  great 
imporunce  to  the  nation,  that,  for  his  own 
part,  he  took  shame  to  himself,  that  he  had  not, 
before  this  time,  proposed  a  Call  (>(  the  House, 
to  take  the  said  Speech  into  tonsideration : 
and  that  they  were  very  much  obliged  to  that 
noble  lord  for  making  now  that  motion. 

This  was  beconded  by  the  duke  of  Wharton, 
the  lord  Trevor,  and 

Earl  Coningsby,  which  last,  in  particular, 
»aid,  That  there  were  some  very  remarkable 
things  in  that  Speech,  which  he  would  point  out 
io  ths'ii  lordships,  wb^n  it  came  io  be  coosi- 


dered  ;  and  that  be  should  take  the  liberty,  oot 
only 40  lake  notice  of  that  speech,  but  to  com- 
pare it  with  two  speeches  of  the  Idst  sessionj 
and  see  bow  they  agreed :  that,  in  the  mean 
time,  he  could  not  forbear  taking  notice  of  a  . 
design  of  building  Banraoks,  under  the  notion 
of  Pest-Houses,  which  his  lordship  confessed 
gave  him  some  uneasiness  ;  for  it  Mng  a  thing 
we  were  not  used  to,  it  looked  Uke  a  design  to 
garrison  Standing  Forces,  to  awe  the  city  of 
London.    Hereupon,. 

Lord  Townshend  said,  That  the  very  reason* 
which  some  lords  bad  made  use  of,  for  appoint- 
ing a  short  day,  weighed  rather  with  him  for 
nutting  off  the  Call  of  the  House  for  a  week 
longer;  for  since  there  was  business  of  so 
great  imoortance  to  be  considered,  the  alMent 
lords  ougnt  to  have  the  more  time  allowed  them 
to  settle  their  affairs,  in  order  to  attend  th# 
service'of  the  House;  whereas,  if  one  week  only 
was  allowed  them,  many  of  them  coi;^  not 
have  dispatched  their  business  so  soon. 

Then  the  question  being  put,  whether  the 
Call  of  the  House  should  be  that  day  sev'oni^bt,  % 
or  that  day  fortnight,  it  was,  upon  a  division, 
carried  for  that  day  fortnight,  by  57  voices 
against  11.  Notwithstanding  this  disappoint- 
ment, 

The  Lord  Comper  returned  to  the  charge, 
and  said,  That  though  the  House  were  not 
called  over  so  soon  as  some  of  their  lordships 
desired,  yet  they  might  appoint  a  shorter  day 
to  consider  of  the  King's  Speech.  Urging, 
that  it  was  hardly  decent,  when  a  great  king, 
in  a  peaceable  possession,  had  made  a  Speech 
from  his  throne  recommending  to  them  matters 
of  the  last  importante,  aiKl  pressing  dispatch, 
that  in  all  this  time  they  should  have  taken  no 
farther  notice  of  it,  than  barely  to  thank  him 
for  it,  which  was  a  thing  of  coarse ;  and  there- 
fore his  lordship  desired,  that  they  might  go 
upon  the  consideration  of  the  king's  Speech  on 
the  Monday  following,  which  was  agreed  to 
without  any  division. 

Debate  in  the  Lordt  on  the  Navy'Debi,'} 
November  13.  The  Lords  tofik  his  majesty's 
Speech  into  consideration,  and  * 

The  Lord  North  and  Grey  insisted  chiefly  on 
the  Debt  of  the  Navy,  saying,  **  That  it  was 
matter  of  surprize,  how  such  an  immense  Debt 
could  be  incurred,  when  the  pairliaroent  had 
yearly  provided  for  all  that  had  been  demanded 
for  that  service." 

His  lordship  was  seconded  by  earl  Cowper, 
who  went  through  all  the  heads  of  the  king's 
Speech  ;  and  was  backed  by  the  lords  Trevor 
and  Bathurst,  the  duke  of  Wharton,  and  earl 
Coningsby,  who  all  insisted  upon  an  inquiry 
into  the  Debt  of  the  Navy.  The  lord  Carteret, 
lord  Townsbend,  the  earl  of  Sunderland,  and 
lord  Teynham  answered.  That  near  two  thirds 
of  that  Debt  had  been  contracted  in  the  last 
reign ;  whi6h  they  were  ready  to  make  appear 
to  the  House. 

The  Bishop  of  Rochttter  replied,  Tliat  since 
the  Dabc  was  incurred,  it  was  but  justice  thai 
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Ibey  who  trusted  the  government  sbonlcl  be 
paid  ;  but  tbat,  on  the  other  band,  it  becaoie 
the  wisdom  of  that  House,  to  endeavour  to 
prevent  tbe  like  for  the  future,  and  to  rettort 
the  navy  to  tbe  ancient  foot,  that  is,  not  to  ex- 
ceed the  expences  provided  for  by  parliament. 
In  answer  to  this, 

Tbe  £ari  of  liay  urged.  That  the  public 
good,  and  tbe  safety  of  the  nation,  being  tbe 
grand  olject  and  nile  of  governrnent,  some  lafti* 
tude  roust  of  necessity  be  given,  and  nliowances 
Made,  to  tbc»se  who  are  in  tbe  admioistrauon 
for  extraordinary  expences  upon  unforeseen 
exigencies.  Lord  Parker,  and  seme  other 
lords,  spoke  on  the  same  side. 

Then  a  motion  was  made, ''  That  this  House 
do  on  Friday  next  take  into  consideration  the 
•anaes  of  contracting  eo  large  a  Navv-Debt, 
•nd  the  best  methods  of  preventing  the  ccn- 
inctingifae  like  Debt  for  the  future."  And  the 
question  being  stated  thereupon,  it  was  pro- 
posed to  leave  out  the  following  words,  ^  And 
*  tlie  best  Methods  of  preventing  the  contract- 
^  iag  the  like  Debt  for  tbe  future.* 

Protett  en  that  occasion.']   After  debatOi  the 

question  was  pat^  whether  those  words  shaU 

stand  part  of  ttie  question  ?  It  was  resolved  in 

tbe  negative.    Content  92.    Not>Content  64. 

<<  Dissentient' 

1.  "  Because  the  principal  end  of  ail  parlia- 
mentary inquiries  into  inismanagenients,  being 
to  prevent  the  like  for  the  future,  we  thought  it 
more  agreeable  to  tbe  candour  and  honour  of 
the  House,  to  express  it  plainly  in  the  question 
itself,  than  leave  it  to  be  implied  onlv  ;  and 
the  rather,  because  it  seemed  to  us,  that  tbe 
words  left  out  clearly  imported  that  nothing 
peitooal  was  in  view,  but  the  public  good  only, 
which,  we  thought,  would  rather  have  riven 
aatisiaction  to  the  minds  of  every  noble loid, 
than  tbe  contrary. 

H,  **  When  tbe  wor48  bow  ordered  to  be 
left  out  were,  for  the  reason  given,  so  properly 
and  naturally,  as  we  cuoceive,  made  a  part  of 
the  question,  we  could  nut  \)ut  apprehend  that 
the  laying  ihera  aside  on  debate  might  create  a 
suspicion,  though  unjust,  that  this  House  did 
not  intend  to  prevent,  if  possible,  the  contract- 
ing a  large  and  inconvenient  Navy-Debt  for 
the  future. 

S.  ''  His  majesty  having,  in  his  Speech  from 
the  throne,  observed  the  ill  consequences  that 
arise  from  such  a  large  Debt  remaining  un- 
provided for,  we  thought  it  very  proper,  if  not 
necessary,  in  the  resolution  taken  to  enter  into 
the  consideration  of  that  Debt,  to  express  a 
desire  of  preventing  the  like  inconvenient  Debt 
Jbeing  contracted  fof  the  future  ;  and  that  the 
doing  so  did  not  at  all  prejudice  the  causes  of 
contracting  the  present  great  Navy-Debt ;  for 
however  necessarily  or  justifiably  an  inconve- 
nient thing  might  have  once  happened,  yet  we 
think  it  ought,  if  it  can,  to  be  prevented  from 
happening  so  again. 

4.  '*  Hm  majesty  having  likewise  observed 
hi  his  SpMch  from  the  IhroMi  that  this  part  of 


tbeNatiooalDebtis,  of  Idl  othet%  tbtt 
heavy  and  burthensome;  and  having  mt  ^ntk 
the  mischiefs  arising  from  the  high  disooynt  oa 
tbeNaivy  and  VictoaUmg  Bills^we  tbongbt  otir- 
selves  saffidently  warranted  to  expreta  «  deem 
to  consider  of  the  best  metboNis  of  preventcBf 
the  like  most  heavy  and   burthensone  Debt, 
whatever  the  oaates  ef  ooatracting  tbe  pt^sfcac 
debt  shall,  on  inquiry,  appear  to  be ;  aad  thii 
tlie  rather^  becaoae  the  like  Navy-De^  caa 
bring  no  manner  of  benefit  either  to  tkepablit 
or  any  private  person,  but  to  audi  as^  ^y  fore- 
seeing when  it  is  eil^er  to  be  disohargai  ar 
provMled  for,  n^ly  make  an  excesnve  advaatM 
to  themeeWes  by  buying  up  the  said  hiife  w^a 
under  a  very  high  discount— >f;S^«iei^^  W. 
£bor,     Bristol,    BatharsL    AbeideeB, 
fiin^ey,  Strafford,  Scarsdale,  Askbara- 
ham,  Trevor,  Guilford,  Wharton,  Boyle, 
Salisbury,  Fr.  Rofien*,  Ayleeford,  Gow>* 
per,  North  and  Grey.*^ 

Debute  in  the  Lords  on  a  Motion  Jbr  loafing 
before  the  House  the  Instructions  given  to 
Lord  Carteret  as  Minister  in  Sweden.]  No- 
vember 15.  The  Lords  took  into  consideration 
that  part  of  his  majesty's  Speech,  relaxing  to 
the  alliances  and  treaties  with  the  Northern 
Potentates.  Lord  Guildford  moved  for  an  Ad- 
dress to  his  majesty.  That  he  would  be  pleased 
to  give  orders,  that  the  instructions  given  to 
lord  Carteret,  as  minister  or  plenipotentiary  to 
Sweden,  or  any  otlier  of  the  Northern  crowns, 
be  laid  before  the  House.  He  was  seconded 
by  the  earls  Cowper  and  Coningsby,  tbe  lor4 
Trevor  and  the  duke  of  Wharton. 

Protest  on  rejecting  it.]  But  beiog  oppoa^ 
by  the  earl  of  Ilay  and  lord  Town^hend,  it  was 
carried  in  the  negative  by  63  voices  againac  SI. 
"  Dissentient^ 

1.  **  Beooose  we  apprehend  this  to  be<he 
frrst  instance  to  be  found  in  our  Journal  where 
the  Lords  have  moved  for  a  sight  of  instmo- 
tions  of  any  kinc),  and  have  not  been  supported 
by  the  House  in  that  motion  ;  and  tboo<^  wc 
wish  it  may  be  the  last,  yet  we  have  just  reaoos 
to  fear,  that  such  a  p^etlent  once  made  will 
not  fail  of  being  followed  in  succeeding  times. 

S.  *^  Because  we  do  not  apprehend,  how  tbe 
calling  for  instmctions  after  the  conclusion  of 
the  treaty  to  which  they  relate,  and  the  inter- 
vention of  agenend  Act  of  Pardon,  can  be  hait- 
All  either  to  the  public,  or  even  to  the  ministers 
transacting  such  treaties  ;  but  the  refusing  to 
call  for  those  instructions  may,  in  our  opinion, 

*  **  It  is  observable,  that  in  this  day's  de- 
bate, tlie  eari  CMiingshy  had  another  nntahle 
Ding  at  Mr.  Law:  for  upon  occatton  of  the 
Pestilence  that  raged  in  a  neighbouring  king^ 
dom,  he  took  notice,  That  the  Projector,  who 
was  lately  come  over,  had,  hj  his  pernidons 
schemes,  brought  the  Plague  of  Poverty  upon 
France,  which  had  not  a  little  added  to  the  ca- 
lamity of  the  Contagion ;  for  when  it  first  broke 
oat  at  Marseilles,  there  was  scarce  50/,  in  ^ 
trea»ury  of  that  city  J'    FolitiGal  $tntc«. 
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k«  •  matter  of  fkingeroot  to»seqti«iice,  in  at 
moch  a3  it  tends  to  discourage  inquiries  of  tliis 
kind  for  the  future,  and  by  £at  means  to  em- 
bolden and  screen  goilty  ministers  hereafter. 

3.  **  Because,  though  we  acknowledge  the 
right  of  peace  and  war  to  be  in  the  cniwrr,  yet 
we  must  be  of  opinion,  that  this  House  bath  also 
■  right  to  inqaire  into  the  transactions  of  mi* 
Bisters  employed  under  the  crown,  and  to  cen^ 
Kire  their  conduct,  when  justice  requires  it ; 
which  cannot  well  be  done,  unless  it  be  first 
known  what  sort  of  instructions  they  received, 
and  bow  far  they  have,  or  ought  to  hare  com* 
plied  with  them  ;  and  this  seems  to  us  more 
particularly  necessary,  since  the  Act  of  Suc- 
cession has  declared,  that  this  kingdom  shall 
not  be  engaged  in  a  war,  on  account  of  any  of 
(he  king's  foreign  dominions;  all  treaties  there- 
fore with  princes  in  the  North  should,  above  all 
others,  be  made  in  the  plainest  and  most  un- 
exceptionable terms  ;  or,  if  the  way  of  word- 
ing such  treaties  should  occasion  any  doubt,  no 
method  of  clearing  it  should  be  neglected  or 
avoided,  that  so  this  House  and  the  whole 
kingdom  may   be  satisfied^  that  nothing  has 

Eassed  derogatory  to   that  Act,  which  is  the 
asis  on  which  our  present  happy  establishment 

is  founded. ^(Signed)  W.  EboP,  Guilford, 

Boyle,  Scarsdale,  Aberdeen,  Wharton, 
Cowper,  Bingley,  Aylesford,  Bathurst, 
North  and  Grey,  XJxbridge,  Strafford, 
Bristol,  F.RoffenV 


Debate  in  the  Lords  on  the  Treaty  with 
Spain.]  November  20.  The  Lords  considered 
f)f  that  part  of  his  majesty's  speech  relating  to 
the  Treaty  with  Spain.  The  duke  of  Wharton 
opened  the  debate,  and  animadverted  upon  the 
conduct  of  those  in  the  administration,  both  as 
to  the  war  and  peace  with  Spain  :  and  moved  to 
address  the  king,  That  the  late  Treaty  of  Com- 
merce, whereby  the  former  Treaties  of  Com- 
merce are  renewed  with  Spain,  may  be  laid  be- 
fore the  House.  He  was  seconded  by  the  earl 
of  Strafford,  and  backed  by  the  earls  Conings- 
by  and  Cowper.  The  lord  Carteret  having  an- 
swered them,  the  lord  North  and  Grey  and 
lord  Bathurst  replied  to  him.  The  lord  vis- 
count Harcourt  spoke  in  vindicatiop  of  the 
ministry,  and  the  earl  Coningsby,  having  an- 
swered him,  the  lord  Sunderland  said,  He  did 
not  doubt  but  his  majesty  would  be  always 
ready  to  comply  with  the  desires  of  that  House, 
and  even  in  this  particular,  as  well  as  others : 
but  that  for  his  part,  he  would  be  so  free  as  to 
declare  his  judgment  against  advising  his  ma- 
jesty^ to  communicate  the  treaty  in  question,  at 
this  juncture :  because,  to  his  knowledge,  there 
was  in  it  a  secret  article,  which  the  king  of 
Spain  had  desired  might  not  be  made  public, 
till  after  the  treaty  of  Cambray  was  over,  and 
his  majesty  having  granted  that  request,  his 
lordship  therefore  hoped,  that  House  would 
not  desire  his  majesty  to  break  his  promise. 

Protfst  on  thmt  occasion.']  Hereupon  the 
r|«estion  being  put  mi  the  dukt  of  Wh^urton's 


motion,  it  was  carried  in  the  HegMivt  ^y5i 
voices  against  23. 

"  Dissentient* 
*'  Because,  as  we  believe,  the  refusing  to  ad* 
dress  for  a  treaty  which  has  been  concluded 
and  ratified  so  long  since,  is  altogether  unjpre* 
cedented :  and  we  conceive,  this  case,  of  all 
others,  pught  not  to  have  been  made  a  prece* 
dent,  where  the  treaty  desired  to  be  called  for 
hath  been  tyr'ice  mentioned  from  the  throne  to 
both  Houses  of  Parliament;  and  the  last  time^ 
in  his  majesty's  Speech  at  the  opening  of  this 
session,  expressly  (as  wo  caqpot  but  apprehend) 
recommended  to    the  consideration   of  both 

Houses    of  Parliament. '(^^^^^J    Wm, 

Ebor*,  Aberdeen,  F.  Rofifen',  Guilford, 
Bingley,  Wharton,  Aylesford,  Bathurst, 
Cowper,  Fran.  Cestriens',  Straffbrd, 
Bristol,  North  and  Grey,  Boyle,  St. 
Juhn  de  Bletsho." 

Further  Debate  in  the  Lords  on  the  Nmsbj^ 
Debt,]  November  22.  A  person  firom  tM 
Treasury  presented  to  the  House,  according  ta 
order,  an  Account  of  the  capital  South  Sea 
Stock,  as  it  stood  in  the  year  1711.  The  rea* 
son  for  the  Lords  calling  for  this  aocouofc  was 
this.  In  the  debate  about  the  Debt  of  thm 
Navy,  it  having  been  alledged  on  the  court  ak^ 
that  about  1,100,000/.  of  it  were  contracted  in 
the  last  reign,  the  other  side  objected  tha  im» 
probability  of  it ;  because  thcj  debt  then  du« 
to  the  navy  was  sunk  into,  and  made  part  of 
the  original  South  Sea  stock.  To  this  it  being 
answerad  by  the  courtiers,  that  it  did  not  ap- 
pear to  them  to  be  so;  and  that  the  hooka  o# 
the  Navy  and  Treasury  would  set  that  matter 
in  a  true  light,  the  abstracts  of  the  said  books, 
relating  to  that  matter,  were  ordered  to  be  laid 
before  the  House.  It  was  also  objected  by  tb« 
duke  of  Wharton,  That  500,000/., had  beea 
issued  out  of  the  treasury,  in  the  late  queen's 
reign,  towards  paying  off*  the  Debt  of  the  Navy: 
lord  Bingley,  who  was  then  Chancellor  of  thm 
Exchequer,  being  desired  to  tdl  what  her  knew 
of  that  affair,  acknowledged,  that  there  w«» 
such  an  order,  but  could  not  remember,  wiiether 
the  money  was  issued  out,  or  not.  The  sam* 
day,  the  Commissbners  of  the  Navy  hud  befora 
the  House  of  Lords,  accounts  of  the  Debts  of 
the  Navy,  as  they  stood  in  September  1714^ 
and  on  the  Slst  of  December  1719. 

November  2T.  The  Lords  went  into  a  Cooi* 
mittee  of  the  whole  House  upon  the  Navy 
Debt.  The  Commissioaers  of  tbe  Navy  having 
laid  before  their  lordships  some  other  papers^ 
relating  to  that  affiiir,  the  earl  Cowper  mad« 
several  ol>serva(ions  thereupon;  and  being  se- 
conded by  the  earl  Coningsby,  was  answered  by 
the  lord  "J" ownshend  :  I'he  earl  Cowper  replied 
both  to  him,  and  to  the  earl  of  Sunderland,  who 
backed  the  lord  Townshend.  The  lord  Bing- 
ley,  and  lord  Noith  and  Grey  having  supportMft 
the  earl  Cowper,- the  lord  Cfartcret  replied  to 
them;  and  the  lord  Cowper  moved,  that  some 
other  papers,  that  were  wanting  to  clear  up 
this  matter,  might  be  laid  before^the  House  by 
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the  Commiisioners  of  the  Navy,  which  was 
agreed  to. 

NoTeniber  30.  The  Lords  read  the  Bill,  *  For 
^  punishing  Mutioy  and  Desertion,  &c.'  Then 
the  lord  Trevor  t9ok  notice  of  the  vast  num- 
ber of  Half-Pay  Officers,  wlio  were  a  great 
burden  to  the  nation ;  and  that  no  care  was 
taken,  either  to  lessen  that  charge,  or  to  reward 
the  past  services  of  the  said  officers,  bj  ad- 
vauang  them  to  such  posts,  at  from  time  to 
time  became  vacant  yi  the  army;  but,  that  in- 
stead of  tliat,  new  commissioos  were  daily 
given,  and  other  officers  created ;  concluding 
with  a  motion,  '*  That  the  House  might  be  in- 
formed, how  xht  list  of  Half-Pay  Officers 
itood,  and  wbelher  their  number  had  been  di- 
minished since  the  reduction  of  the  army;  in 
which  time  it  was  very  probable  many  of  them 
had  died.  He  was  seconded  by  the  lord  North 
and  Grey,  the  earl  Coningsby,  and  the  earl  Cow- 
per,  wbo  were  answered  )>ythe  earl  Cadogan,  and 
the  lord  Townshend ;  but  it  was  at  last  ordered, 
That  an  Account  of  die  Number  of  Land  Forces 
and  Half>Pay  Officers,  now  in  pay,  be  laid  be- 
fore the  House. 

Dec.  3.  The  Commissioners  of  the  Navy 
laid  before  theif  lordships,  several  Accounts 
and  Paoers  relating  to  the  Debt  of  that  office, 
upon  which  the  lord  North  and  Grey,  the  earl 
Coninnby,  and  the  earl  Qowper,  having  made 
several  observations,  the  said  Commissioners 
were  examined  thereupon,  and  ordered  to  lay 
tome  other  papers  before  the  House. 

Dec.  5.  The  Lords  went  into  a  grand  Com- 
mittee upon  the  Debt  of  the  Navy,  the  earl  of 
Clarendon  being  in  the  chair.  The  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Navy,  having  laid  before  (he 
House,  some  other  Papers  relating  to  that 
affiur,  the  earl  Cowper  moved  that  they  might 
be  read,  which  being  done  accordingly,  his 
lordship  mjide  several  observations  thereupon. 
He  was  seconded  by  the  lord  Trevor ;  the  earl 
of  Sunderland  havmg  answered  him,  was  re- 
plied to  by  the  earls  Cowper  and  Coningsby. 
Lord  Sunderland  hadng  spoke  again^  the  de- 
bate ^w  warm  between  the  courtiers  and  the 
opposite  tide.  Among  the  first  were,  the  lord 
Cfarteret,  the  lord  Townshend,  the  duke  of 
Newcastle,  the  earl  of  Cadogan,  and  the  lord 
viscount  Harcourt ;  who  were  opposed  by  the 
^arls  Cowper  and  Coningsby,  tne  lords  North 
and  Grey,  and  Bathurst,  and  the  bishop  of 
Rochester.  The  debat^  having  lasted  till  five 
in  the  evening,  a  motion  was  made:  ''That  the 
employing  great  numbers  of  seamen  for  several 
years  last  past,  more  than  were  provided  for  by 
parliament,  was  one  great  cause  of  contracting 
to  large  a  Navy  Debt,  and  of  increasing  the 
tame,  from  the  sum  of  764,088/.  St.  lid, 
wbich  was  the  Net  Debt  of  the  Navy  on  the 
3 1st  of  December  1717,  to  the  sum  of 
1,641,937/.  17f.  &/.,  which  was  the  Net  Debt 
of  the  Navy  on  the  30th  of  December  last,** 

Protest  on  a  Motion  relating  to  the  Cause  ^ 
the  Navy  Debt,']  And  a  question  being  stated 
ihtrt upon  after  debate,  the  previous  question 


was  put,  whether  the  said  qoesu'on  shall  be  now 
put .'  It  was  resolved  in  the  negative.  Con- 
tent Hi,  Not-Content  60. 

"  Dissentient' 
'*  Because  the  main  qoeslion  being  to  tme  io 
every  particular,  that,  as  we  could  observe,  tha 
truth  thereof  was  not  denied  by  any  Urd  ia 
the  debates,  but  seems  to  us  to  be  admici^  by 
the  proposing  and  carrying  the  previous  qiies* 
tion,  we  think  it  highly  exf^ient  that  the  main 
question  should  have  been  put  and  voted  in  the 
affirmative,  to  the  end  we  might  have  expressed 
our  disapprobation,  at  least,  of  the  prmccioe  of 
employing  much  greater  numbers  of  seamen 
in  the  fleet,  for  several  years  last  past,  tkaa 
were  provided  for  by  parliament  (when  the  oc- 
casion for  employing  them  could  not,  in  our 
opinion,  but  be  foreseen)  and  by  such  our  dis- 
approbatbn  might  have  discouraged,  in  some 
measure,  that  practice  fur  the  future,  and  pre- 
vented the  increasing  of  the  Navy  Debt  again 

by  the  like  proceeding. -(Signedj)    ScnU^ 

ford,  Boyle,  Uxbridge,  Aylesford,  Cow- 

Esr,  Bristol,  Trevar,  North  and  Grey, 
itchfield,  Bin^l^,  Gower,  Barburst, 
Fran.  Cestriens*,  F.  Rofifeo*,  Guilford, 
Aberdeen,  Foley,  St.  Juhn  de  Bletsoe." 

Bill  for  the  enceuragingtke  Importation ef 
Naval  Stores.']  Nov.  17.  Tiiis  day  m  the  C<im- 
mons  sir  Gilbert  Heathcote  stood  up,  and  9«k 
forth,  That  since  the  Russia  Company  had  en- 
grossed the  trade  to  that  country,  the  tar  was 
raised  above  double  the  price  it  l»ore  when  thn 
trade  was  open.  That,  besides,  while  we 
fetched*  our  naval  stores  from  Russia,  it  was  in 
the  power  of  the  Cxar,  not  only  to  set  what 
price  he  pleased  upon  them,  but  even  to  pre- 
vent our  having  them  at  all,  in  case  we  should 
be  at  war,  either  with  him,  or  any  of  hi^  allies ; 
or,  at  least,  to  hinder  our  having  them,  unless 
brousht  over  and  impoited  in  his  own  veaftels ; 
which,  he  said,  that  he  wasJnformed  the  Czar 
now  insisted  upon.  That  therefore,  since  thes« 
commodities  were  so  absolutely  necessary  for 
our  navy,  it  was  not  -fitting  we.  should  lie  at  the 
mercy  of  a  foreign  prince  for  them ;  especially, 
since  we  could  be  supplied  with  them  from  oar 
own  plantations,  and  upon  easier  terms :  for 
whereas  we  now  pay  for  the  naval  stores  from 
Russia  mostly  in  ready  money,  we  might  have 
them  from  New-England,  and  other  English 
plantations  in  America,  in  exchange  for  our 
own  manufactures;  whereby  we  should  not 
only  encourage  his  majesty *s  subjecu  abroad, 
and  divert  them  from  setting  up  and  carrying  on 
manufoctures  wbich  directly  interfere  vrith  those 
of  Great  Britain,  but  illso  employ  our  poor  at 
home :  concluding,  with  a  motion  for  bringing 
in  a  bill,  *  For  giving  farther  Encouragement 
'  for  the  importation  of  Naval  Stores ;'  which 
being  seconded,  the  said  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
brought  in. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  Bill  relating 
to  the  Plague.]  Then  the  House  resolved  itself 
into  a  grand  comiaittee,  uptn  the  billy  *  Ts 
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'  prewnt  the  Cot^tagion  being  brought  ioto  this 
'  kingdom.'  A  clause  ;heing  offered  to  be  in- 
serted in  the  Bill^  impowering  the  king  to 
order  his  officers  to  fire  upon,  and  sink  any 
ship  coming  from  an  infected  place,  sir  Gilbert 
Heatbcote  moved,  and  was  seconded  by  sir 
Nathaniel  Oould,  and  Mr.  Chiswell,  all  Turky 
Merchants,  That  there  might  be  an  exception 
as  to  the  ships  of  the  Turky  Company  ;  alledg- 
log,  that  many  of  them  were  abroad,  which 
they  expected  home  very  speedily,  and  which 
could  not  baye  notice  of  this  law.  They  urged 
besides,  that  to  allow  the  sinking  and  destroy- 
ing all  ships  coming  from  infected  places,  was, 
in  effect,  to  prphibit  all  commerce  with  Turky, 
wbert  it  was  known  by  every  body,  that  the 
plague  was  always  in  some  part  or  other; 
whereby  we  should  lose  the  most  beneficial 
branch  of  our  trade,  and  which  took  off  so 
much  of  our  woollen  manufacture.  To  this  it 
was  aoswered,  by  sir  Philip  Yorke,  and  Mr. 
Yonge,  That  there  was  a  vast  diffe^fence  be- 
tween the  common  Plague,  which  is  epidemical 
in  Turky,  and  the  contagion  which  at  present 
rages  in  the  South  parts  of  France,  to  prevent 
the  bringing  over  of  which  this  bill  was  chiefly 
intended.  That  therefore  it  might  be  left  to 
the  discretion  of  the  king  and  his  ministers  to 
act  in  that  matter  as  they  should  see  occasion, 
and  CO  give  directions  accordingly  by  procla- 
mation: and  Mr.  Thomas  Broderick  added. 
That  for  his  part,  he  was  more  afraid,  that  in 
this  case,  as  on  other  occasions,  the  king  would 
be  too  merciful,  rather  than  too  severe.  Here- 
upon the  Bill  was  gone  through.  Then,  upon 
the  question,  when  the  Amendment  made 
thereto  should  be  reported,  sir  Gilbert  Heath- 
cote,  and  they  who  were  against  theBilF,  insist-  * 
ed  to  have  it  put  off,  that  there  might  be  more 
time  to  consider  of  any  objections  that  mi^bt 
be  made  against  it :  but  Mr.  Broderick  said, 
He  thought  no  time  ought  to  be  lost  in  a  case 
of  this  nature,  wherein  the  lives  of  us  all  were 
concerned  :  that  for  his  part  he  wished  the  Bill 
could  obtain  tlie  royal  assent  that  very  day  ; 
and  therefore  moved,  That  it  be  reported  the 
next  day,  which  being  ordered  accordingiy, 
the  aaid*  amendments  were  then  agreed  to  and 
the  BiU  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  on  the 
SQtb  the  said  Bill  was  passed. 

JPetiiwn  cfihe  City  qf  London  to  the  Lordt 
temekmg  the  BiU  relating  to  the  Flague.] 
Dec.  6.  A  Petition  of  the  lord  mayor,  idder- 
men,  and  commons,  of  the  city  of  London,  in 
coouDon  council  assembled,  was  presented  to 
the  House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  **  That  it 
appeanng,  by  the  inspection  of  the  Joamal  of 
this  House,  that  their  lordships  have  now  un- 
der consideraftion  the  amendment  of  an  Act 
passed  in  a  latesefkon  of  parliament,  intituled, 
*  An  Act  for  repeanAg  an  Act  made  in  the  9th 
'year  of  the  reign  of  her  late  majesty  queen 
'  Anne,'  intituled,  '  An  Act  to  oblige  Ships 
'  coming  ftotn  places  infected,  more  effectually 
<  to  perform  their  Quarentine ;  and  for  the 
'  better  preyeutiog  the  Plague  beiug  brought 
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*  from  foreign  parts  into  Great  Britain  or  IrH* 
'  land,  or  the  isles  of  Ghiernsey,  Jersey,  Alder- 
'  ney,  Sark,  or  Man;  and  to  hinder  the  spread* 
'  ing  of  infection :'  That  the  Petitioners 
conceive,  that,  in  some  clauses  of  that  Act, 
not  only  the  rights,  privileges,  and  immunities, 
hot  the  trade,  safety,  and  prosperity  of  the 
city  of  London,  are  highly  concerned;  and 
praying,  <<  That  they  may  he  beard,  by  their 
counsel  or  otherwise,  in  relation  to  tM  said 
Act,  at  such  time>  and  in  such  manner,  as  their 
lordships  shall  judge  roost  proper  and  expe* 
dient."  »  . 

Protest  agttimt  r^ecting  itj[  And  a  motion 
being  made,  "  That  the  said  Petition  be  re- 
ject^ :''  After  debate;  The  question  was 
put,  "  Whether  the  said  Petition  shall  be  re^ 
jected  ?"  It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

"  Dissentient' 

1.  "  Because  the  liberty  of  petitioning  the 
king  (much  more  that  of  petitioning  cither 
House  of  Parliament)  is  the  birth-right  of  the 
free  people  of  this  realm,  claimed  by  them,  and 
confirmed  to  them,  soon  after  the  Revolution, 
in  an  Act,  declaring  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
the  subject,  and  settling  the  succession  of  the 
crown ;  and  whenever  any  remarkable  check 
hath  been  given  to  the  free  exercise  of  this 
right,  it  hatb  always  been  attended  with  ill 
consequences  to  the  public. 
^  2.  "  Because  the  Petition  so  rejected  was, 
in  our  opinion,  every  ways  proper  and  unex- 
ceptionable, both  as  to  the  manner  of  wording 
and  presenting  it,  and  the  matter  to  which  it 
referred;  nothing  being  more  natural  and  rea- 
sonable, than  that  any  corporate  body  should,  ^ 
if  they  desire  it,  be  heard  upon  any  bill  under 
tbe  consideration  of  parliament,  whereby  they 
judge  their  particular  interests  to  be  highly, 
though  not  solely,  affected.  This  liberty  we 
remember  to  have  been  granted  in  a  late  ses* 
sion  to  the  traders  of  Norwich,  upon  their  Pe* 
tition  touching  the  Callico  Bill ;  nor«  are  we 
aware  that  it  hath  ever,  in  like  circumstances^ 
been  refused  to  the  meanest  corporation  iu  tbe 
kingdom:  Bot^  if  it  had,  we  huiflbly  ^onceive^ 
that  in  this  case  a  distinction  might  have  been 
made  in  favour  of  the  city  of  London,  which 
being  the  centre  of  credit,  of  the  trade  and  mo* 
nied  interest  of  the  kingdom;  and  the  place 
where  the  plague,  should  we  be  visited  by  it, 
is  most  Jjkely  first  to  appear ;  and  having  also 
remarkably  suffered  by  means  of  the  late  fatal 
South  Sea  scheme,  was,  we  think,  in  a  particu- 
lar manner  intitled  to  apply  for  relief  against 
some  clauses  in  the  Quarentipe  Act,  and  de- 
served to  have  been  treated  on  that  occasion 
with  more  indulgence  and  tenderness. 

3.  <'  Because  tbe  rejecting  the  said  *  Petittou 
tends,  we  conceive,  to  discountenance  all  Pe» 
titions  for  the  future  iu  cases  of  a  public  and 
general  concern,  and  by  that  means  to  deprive 
the  legislature  of  proper  lights,  which  they , 
might  otherwise  receive,  it  being  no  ways  pro- 
bable that  subjects  or  societies  of  less  coniir 
deration,  will  venture  to  represent  their  seniei 
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in,cafte«of  like  oature,  aftep  the  ci^,of  Loodon 
bave  tlius  been  refused  to  be  heard. 

4.  '*  Because  as  tb^  receiving  this  Petitioo 
could  have  had  no  iU^oonsequences^  as  we  con- 
ceive, nor  have  given  auj  great  interruption  to 
the  business  of  parliament ;  so  the  rejecting  it 
may,  we  think,  widen  the  unhappy  differences 
t^.it  have  ari^n,  and  increase  the  disaffection 
to  the  government,  which  hath  already  too 
much  prevailed  in  rhjs  kingdom* 

'5., "  Because  the  aiguments  used  in  the  de- 
bate seem,  to  as,  not  to  be  of  sufficient  force ; 
for  we  cannot  condeive,  that  because  the  said 
Act  of  Quarantine  b  a  general  act,  therefore 
no  paitiCular' community  or  city,  who  think 
thej  may,  in  a  distinguishing  manner,  be  pre- 
judiced by  it,  have  a  right  to  be  heard  in  rela- 
tion to  it;  and  that  at  a.time  when  it  is  under 
consideration  of  parliament ;  Nor  can  we  be 
of  opinion,  that  a  Petition  agreed  on  bj.  the 
lord-mayor/  aldermen  and  citizens  of  London 
in  common  .council  assembled,  and  presented, 
not  evep  by  the  numbers  allowed  by  law,  but 
by  a  lord  of  this  House,  can  possibly  be 
a  prelude  or  example  towards  producing  tu- 
multuou&  petitions;  much  less  can  we  see,  wh^ 
it  ought  the  rather  to  be  rejected,  because  it 
came  from  so  great  a  body  as  the  city  of  Lon- 
don. On  the  contrary,  we  apprehend,  that  an 
universal  grievance,  which  may  be  occasioned 
by  any  general  Act,  raiist  be  represented  to  the 
legislature  by  particular  persons  or  bodies  cor- 
porate,  or  else  it  cannot  be  represented  at  all ; 
$hat  the  rejecting  such, Petitions,  and  not  the. 
receiving  them,  is,  we  think,  the  way  to  occa- 
sion disorders  and  tumults ;  and  that  the  more 
considerable  the  body  is,  the  m^re  regard 
should  be  had  to  any  application  they  make, 
especially  for  matt^  wherein  not  only  the 
rights,  privileges  and  immunities,  but  also  their 
trade,  safety  and  prosperity  are,  as  the  Peti- 
tion   avers,    highly    concerned. "(Signed,) 

Bristol,  Strafford,  Gower,  Fra.  Ces- 
triens',  Bingley,  Fr,  Iloffen', ,  A^lesford, 
Trevor,  Cowper,  Aberdeen,  Litchfield, 
Uxbridge,  North  and  Grey,  St.  John 
de  Bletsoe,  Bathurbt,  Guilford,  Boyle, 
Coningsby." 

Debate  in  the  Lord$  on  the  Bill  relating  to 
tlie  IHague.']  December  11.  The  Lords  went 
.  again  intu  a  committee  of  the  whole  House, 
upon  the  Bill  to  prevent  Infection,  and  a  very 
warm  debate  arose.  The  carl  Cowper*  ex- 
cepted a^^ainst  the  power  given  l>y  the  clause 
for  drawmg  lines  rouml  any  city,  town,  or 
place  infected ;  jind  ntoved,  That  the  cities  of 
London  and  Westmin&ter  might  be  excepte<l. 
He  was  seconded  by  the  eai i  Caningsby,  lord 
Ttevpr,  lord  North  and  Grey,  the  earl  of 
Strafford,  the  bishop  of  Rocltester .  and  lord 
Bathurst ;  but  they  were  answered  by  the  earl 
of  Sunderland,  the  lord  Townshend,  the  duke 
•f  Wharton  and  the  duke  of  Newcastle,  lord 
Ilarcourt  suggested,  That  200,000  men  would 
sot  be  sufficient  to  guard  such  great  cities  as 
l«)^dof^  004  Westou^st^t  ^^^  ihta^bn  he 


thougbt  it  needless  19.  except  cbeni.  Then  the 
question  being  put,  upon  the  earl  Cowper!a 
motion,  it  was  carried  ix\  the  negative  h^  46 
voices  against  30. 

Farther  Debate  in  tke^  Lord^  on  the  Muth^ 
Bill.]  Dec.  12.  The  iJords  went  into  a  graiKt 
committee  upon  the  Bill  from  the  Commons, 
♦  For  punishing  Mutiny  and  Desertion/  &c' 
After  the  reading  of  it,    , 

The  Lord  7Vet?or  excepted  against  the  clatues 
for  punishing  soldiers  with  death  for  desertion ; 
and  for  exempting  them  from  being  arrested 
for  debt.  His  lordship  urged,  That  tne  exer- 
cise  of  martial  law,  in  time  of  peace,  was  un- 
known and  repugnant  to  our  constitution  : 
that  such  a  faw  was  indeed  necessary  ckiring 
the  late  rebellion ;  but  there  being  at  present 
no  such  reason,  and  all  being  perfectly  quiet 
and  easy  under  his  majesty's  mild  government, 
the  punishment  of  offences  committed  by  tha 
soldiery  ought  to  be  lef^  to  the  civil  magistrate. 
And  that,  on  the  other  hand,  it  was  unreason- 
able to  grant  soldiers  a  protection  from  tbeh: 
lawfol  creditors,  since  thereby  a  great  manj 
poor  people,  vho  mij^ht  be  drawn  in  to  trust 
them,  might  be  ruined. 

This  speech  was  answered  by  the  earl  Ca- 
dogan,  and  the  earl  of  Sunderland  ;  to  whom 
the  lord  North  and  Grey,  the  earls  Coningsbj 
and  Strafford,  and  lord  JSathurst  replied.  Tha 
lord  Harcourt  having  spoken  for  the  bill,  he 
was  answered  by  the  ear]  of  Strafford,  to  whom 
the  lord  Carteret  replied ;  and  the  question 
bdng  put,  That  the  number  of  Standing  Forces 
be  reduced,  it  was  carried  in  the  negative  by 
67  voices  against  19. 

Motion  for  committing  Lord  Omimgahf^  tu 
the  Tower^for  reflecting  on  the  Lords  Jm* 
tice$.]  During  this  debate  the  earl  Coofogsby 
having  severely  animadverted  upon  some  of 
the  I^rds  Jusuces,  appointed  by  tbekiogwheo 
bis  majesty  went  last  to  Hanover,  insinuating, 
That  nobody  knew  from  whence  they  camc^ 

The  Lord  Sunderland  said  thereupon.  He 
did  not  think  any  thing  that  noble  lord,  who 
spoke  last,  had  said  or  could  suggest,  to  be  a 
reflection  on  the  late  regency,  of  wbicb  be  bad 
the  honotir  to  be  one :  but  as  they  were  cbtsen 
and  appointed  by  the  king,  be  thought  it  a  re- 
flection on  his  majesty,  of  which  the  House 
ought  to  take  notice,  and  therefore  desired 
that  his  words  might  be  taken  down  ia  writing. 
Hereupon  v 

*  Jjoxd  Caningsby  said,  h«  did  oot  naao  any 
reflection  upon  any  that  were  liviof^  b«t  ioaie 
of  them  that  were  dead.    To  this  " 

The  Earl  e[  Sunderland  replied.  That  ai  bit 
opinion,  it  was  siill  more  inaeceot  and  •aba* 
coming  the  dignity  of  that  august  astemblf.fbr 
any  who  had  the  honour  to^  in  it,  to  Rfloct 
on  persons  that  were  dead  /i  \d  couJd  not  aiw 
swer  for  themselves,  than  upon  persons  hviif, 
who  could  speak  iu  their  own  justifi'Stfioos 
and  therefore  his  lordship  insisted,  Tfaatte 
earl  Coningsby's  words  might  be  wrota  dawn, 
inordir  toWehiiasfDiioUiafToifer^    But 
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The  Lord  Httreourt^  to  moderate  tfae  mAtteri 
laid.  He  hoped  that  noble  lord  meaot  no  re- 
flectioD,  bowe?er  his  wofds  might  look  that 
way,  and  therefore  desired  lie  might  have  liberty 
to  .explain  himself.    Hereupon 

The  Earl  Coningilly  declared.  He  did  not 
intend  to  reflect  upon  any  body  :  that  he  was 
sorry  what  be  had  said  had  given  offence  ; 
begged  pardon  of  the  Hoos^  and  promised  to 
tatce  care  not  to  offend  any  more  in  that  kind 
for  tbe  future. 

Motion  for  repealing  some  Clauses  of  the 
(Quarantine  Act.]  Dec.  13.  Tlie  Lords  went 
into  a  grand  committee,  upon  tbe  Bill  to  pre- 
Tent  Infection,  which  occasioned  a  warm 
Debate. 

The  Earl  Cowper  moved,  That  a  bill  be 
brought  in,  for  repealing  so  mudi  of  the  act 
passed  the  last  session,  relating  to  the  Plague, 
as  gives  a  power  to  remove  to  « lazaret  or  pest- 
house,  any  persona  whatsoever  infected  with 
the  (ilague,  or  healthy  persons  out  of  an  in- 
fected family,  from  their  habitations,  thoiigh 
distant  from  any  other  dwelling ;  and  also  so 
much  of  the  said  act,  as  gives  power  for  draw- 
ing hoes  or  trenches  round  any  city,  town,  or 
place  infected ;  his  lordship  represented,  That 
the  powers  above-mentioned  were  altogether 
unknown  to  our  excellent  constitution,  incon- 
sistent with  the  lenity  of  our  free  government ; 
such  as  could  never  be  wisely  or  usefully  put 
in  practice ;  and  tbe  more  odious  because  they 
seemed  to  be  copied  from  the /arbitrary  govern- 
ment of  France,  and  could  not  be  executed  but 
by' military  force. 

The  lord  Cowper  was  seconded  by  lord 
Trevor,  and  backed  by  the  earl  Coningsby,  the 
bishop  of  Rochester,  the  lord  North  and  Grey, 
and  the  earl  of  Strafford,  who  replied  to  the  earl 
of  Sunderland,  the  lords  Harconrt,  Townshend 
and  Carteret. 

Vrotetl  against  rejecting  it,"]  .  But  the  ques- 
tion bein^  put  thereupon,  it  was  resolved  in 
tbe  negative,  by  39  against  20. 

'*  Dissentient^ 
**  1.  Because  the  powers  specified,  in  the 
question  seem  to  us  such  as  can  never  wisely 
or  usefully  be  put  in  execution ;  for  by  the  first 
of  them,  persons  of  what  rank  or  condition  so- 
ever, either  actually  infected,  or  being  in  the 
same  habitation,  though  in  lone  houses  where 
they  are  well  acconm)odated,and  from  whence 
there  is  no  danger  of  propagating  the  infection, 
may  be  forcibly  removed  into  common  lazarets 
or  pest-houses ;  and  it  does  not  appear  to  us, 
that  such  a  power  could,  at  any  time,  be  rea- 
sonably executed ;  and  therefore,  we  conceive 
it  should  be  repealed .•»— The  clher  power  ex- 
tends to  tbe  drawing  of  lines  around  any  city, 
town  or  place,  and  consequently  around  the 
cities  of  London  and  Westminster ;  the  very 
apprehension  of  which,  upon  the  least  rumour 
of  a  plague,  would  disperse  tbe  rich,  and  by 
that  means  (as  well  as  by  hioderiog  the  free 
access  of  proviiions)  starve  the  poor^  rain  (rade^ 


and  d'estroy  all  the  retaiaihs  of  public  and  pri- 
vate credit. 

"  2.  Because  such  powers  as  these  are  utterly 
unknown  to  our  constitution,  and  repugnant^ 
we  conceive,  to  the  lenity  of  our  mild  and  £ree 
government;  a  tender  regard  to  which  was 
sheWn  by  the  act  James  f.  wliich  took  care 
only  to  confine  infected  persons .  within  their 
own  houste,  and  to  support  them  under  their 
confinement,  and  lodged  the  execution  of  sud) 
pow^s  solely  in  the  dtil  magistrate ;  whereas 
the  powers  by  Us  excepted  against,  as  they  are 
of  a  more  extraordinary  kind,  so  they  will  pro- 
bably (and  some  of  them  tamt  necessarily)  b€ 
executed  by  ihilitary  force;  and  the  violent 
and  inhuman  methods  which,  on  these  occa- 
sions, may,  as  we  co^iceive,  be  practised,  will, 
we  fear,  rather  draw  down  the  infliction  of  a 
new  judgment  from  tieaven,  than  contribute 
any  way  to  remove  that  which  ^hall  then  have 
befallen  us. 

**  3.  Because,  we  take  it,  thcso  iiit^thcdi 
were  copied  from  France^  a  kingdom,  wiioie 
pattern,  in  such  coses^  Great  BrktaiD  should  tiot 
follow,  the  government  there  being  conducted 
by  arbitrary  powLr,  and  supported  by  standing 
armies;  and  to  ^uch  a  country  such  methodi 
do,  in  our  opii^i^^u,  seem  most  suitable :  ar^d 
yet,  even  in  that  kingdom,  the  powers  thus 
exercised  of  late  iuive  been  ns  unsuccessful  as 
they  were  unprect^flemed ;  bo  that  im  neigh* 
bouring  state  h  tth  aoy  encouragemeut  from 
thence  to  follow  so  fatal  an  emmple.  In  the 
first  plague  with  which  we  were  visited,  a,  d, 
1665, though  none  of  these  methods  were  mudo 
use  of,  much  less  ^authorised  by  parlitiment,  jet 
the  infection,  hoAvaver  greatj  was  ktjpt  frum 
spreading  itself  iuta  the  renioter  pans  of  the^ 
kingdom;  nor  did  the  city  of  LoodiiTi^  wlicrc 
it  first  appeared  and  chiefly  rag^d,  siiflVr  to  long 
or  so  much,  in  pi  opartJon  to  the  xjumber  of  its 
inhabitants,  as  otSier  cities  and  tawus  in  Fruoce 
have  suffe?:fd,  where  these  cruel  eiperioicnts 
have  been  tried. 

**  4.  Because  had  such  part  of  tiie  act  as  w» 
think  should  be  repealed,  oeeo  jsccordingly  re- 
pealed, there  would  still  have  recnained  hi  it  a 
general  clause,  which  gives  the  croivii  all 
powers  necessary  to  prevent  the  Epretvdin^  of 
infection,  and  consequently  these  Vt:ry  povters, 
among  the  rest,  if  they  shall  be  found  neces- 
sary; and  therefore  there  is  no  need,  i^e  oon^ 
ceive,  to  have  them  expressly  pranced  in  tbe 
same  act  of  parliament,  which  scem^  not  only 
to  warrant,  but  in  a  particular  manner  to  pre* 
scribe  and  direct  the  use  of  them. 

"  5.  Because  the  great  argument  ui^ged  for 
continuing  these  powers  specified  in  the  ques- 
tion, that  they  would  probably  never  be  put  kk 
execution  in  the  cases  objected  to,  seems  to  uk 
a  dear  reason  why  they  should  not  be  conti* 
nued ;  for  we  cannot  imagine  why  they  should 
stand  enacted,  unless  they  are  intended  to  be 
executed,  or  of  what  use  it  will  be  to  the  pub- 
lic to  keep  the  minds  of  the  people  perpetually 
alarmed  with  those  apprehensions,  under  which 
they  now  labour^  as  ^^^(^  ^y  t^  pAtition 
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from  tbe  city  of  Londoo  lately  rejected :  it  may  ^ 
be  an  instance  of  our  great  confidence  in  bis 
majesty's  wisdom  and  goodness,  when  we  trust 
bim  witb  such  powers,  unknown  to  the  consti- 
cution ;'  but,  we  think,  it  ill  becomes  us  to  re- 
pose such  trust,  when  it  tends,  in  pur  Opinion, 
rather  to  render  him  terrible  than  amiable  tp 
his  subjects,  and  when  the  only  advantage  he 
can,  as  we  conceive,  draw  firom  the  .trust  re- 
pofitd  in  him  is,  not  to  make  use  of  it. * 

(Sigfud^)  W.  Ebor',  North  and  Grey, 
,,       Weston,  Fra.  Roffen',  Coning»by,  St. 

John    de   Bletsoe,    Gower,    Strafford, 

Boyle,  Fr.  Cestriens',  Bristol,  Trevor, 

Uxbridge,  Ayleaford,  Aberdeen,  Cow- 

per,   Btngley,   Guildford,   Foley^  Ba- 

thurst." 

Motion /or  Sir  George  ByngU  Instructions 
.Concerning  the  Action  against  the  Spanish 
yUet.]  December  19,  The  House  went  again 
upon  the  king's  Speech  at  the  opening  of  the 
session,  and  took  into  consideration  that  part 
of  it  relating  to  the  treaty  with  Spain.  Tlie 
earl  of  Strafford  suggested,  That  as  tlie  war 
with  Spain  was  undertaken  without  necessity, 
or  a  just  provocation,  so  the  peace  was  con- 
cluded without  any  benefit  or  advantage  :  that 
contrary  to  the  law  of  nations,  the  Spanish 
fleet  was  fallen  upon  without  any  declaration 
of  war,  and  even  while  a  British  minister  and 
secretary  of  state  was  amioably  treating  at 
AlatUid  ^  so  that  the  Spaniards  might  think 
themselves  secure  from  any  hostilities :  and  as 
the  manner  of  beginning  Uie  war  with  Spain 
did  not  appear  justifiable,  neither  could  the 
war  itself  be  easily  reconciled  with  sound  poli- 
tici,  since  it  was  an  interruption  to  one  of  the 
inost  valuable  branches  of  our  trade ;  and  at  a 
time  when  the  nation  groaned  under  the  pres- 
sure of  heavy  debts,  occasioned  by  a  former 
long  expensive  war.  Concluding  with  a  mo- 
tion for  an  Address  to  his  miyesty,  that  he 
ivould  be  pleased  to  cause  the  Instructions  that 
vrere  given  to  sir  George  Byng,  in  relation  to 
the  Action  against  the  Spanish  fleet  in  the  Me- 
diterranean, to  be  laid  before  the  Houee. 

He  was  seconded  by  lord  North  and  Grey, 
the  archbishop  of  York,  the  earls  of  Aylesford 
mud  Cowper,  the  lords  Guildford,  Trevor,  and 
Bathurst.  They  were  answered  by  the  earl  of 
Sunderland,  the  duke  of  Wharton,  and  lord 
Carteret. 

Protest  against  ratting  it.]    And  the  ques- 
tion being  put  upon  the  said  motion,  it  passed 
in  the  negative  by  67  voices  against  24. 
«  Dissentient' 

*'  1.  Because  not  finding  any  instance,  on 
search  of  the  Journals,  we  believe  there  is 
none^  wherein  a  motion  for  Admirals'  Instn^- 
tions  to  be  laid  before  the  House  has  been  de- 
nied ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  there  are  many 
precedents  of  instructions  of  a  like  nature,  and 
in  stronger  oases,  as  we  conceive,  addressed 
for  by  the  House,  and  several  in  point,  for 
lAStructions  given  to  admirals,  pafli/Dularly  to 
sir  Geoi^ge  Itooke  and  sir  Cloodtsly  Shovel ; 


nor  does  it  seem,  to  us,  at  all  nafeerial,  whe- 
ther tbe  conduct  of  such  admirals  had  or  bad 
not  been  blamed  before  such  instniptioiiB  were 
asked  for,  since  the  sight  of  instroctioDs  mmj 
be  previously  and  absolutely  necessary  to  i»- 
ibrm  the  House,  whether  tbmr  conduct  be 
blameable  or  not. 

**  9.  Because  we  think  it  highly  ftasonaVde, 
that  those  instructions  should  be  laid  before 
this  House,  upon  which  the  action  of  the 
British  against  the  Spanish  fleet  in  the  Medi- 
terranean was  foundied,  without  any  previous 
declaration  of  war,  and  even  whilst  a  British 
minister,  a  secretary  of  state,  was  anaicaUj 
treating  at  Madrid,  which  court  might  jusdj 
conclude  itself  secure  from  any  hostile  attack 
during  the  continuance  of  such  negotiatioos. 

"  S.  Because,  till  we  have  a  sight  of  those 
instructions,  and  are  able  to  judge  of  the  resi- 
sons  on  which  they  are  fi»unded,  the  war  with 
Spain,  in  which  that  action  of  our  fieet  in- 
volved us,  does  not  appear  to«  us  so  justifiable 
as  we  could  wish,  and  yet  was  plainly  prejudi- 
cial to  the  nation  in  sundry  respects  ;  for  it 
occasioned  an  entire  interruption  of  our  most 
valuable  commerce  with  Spain,  at  a  time  when 
Great  Britain  needed  all  the  advantages  of 
peace  to  extricate  itself  from  that  heavy  na- 
tional debt  it  lay  under ;  and  as  it  deprived  us 
of  the  friendship  of  Spain  (not  easily  to  be  re« 
trieved)  so  it  gave  our  rivals  in  trade  an  oppor* 
tunity  to  insinuate  themselves  into  their  affec- 
tions ;  and  we  conceive  that  to  that  war  alone 
is  owing  tbe  strict  union  there  is  at  present 
between  tbe  crowns  of  France  and  Spain, 
which  it  was  the  interest  of  Great  Britain  to 
have  kept  always  divided  ;  an  union  which  in 
its  consequences  may  prove  fatal  to  these 
kingdoms. — ^Nor  dues  it  appear  that  Great 
Britain  has  bad  any  fruits  from  this  vrar,  be- 
yond its  being  restored  to  the  same  trade  we 
had  with  Spain  before  we  began  it.— >-f  ;Sigaed|,^ 
W.  Ebor',  Aberdeen,  Aylesford,  Stra^ 
ford,  Bristol,  Foley,  North  and  Grey, 
Bathurst,  Fran.  Cestriens',  Compton, 
Guildford,  Scarsdale,  St.  John  de 
Bletsho,  Trevor,  Boyle,  Weston,  Cow- 
per, Uxbridge,  Gbwer."  , 

Protest  against  pasnng  the  Mutiny  BiUA 
Dec.  21.  The  Bill  for  punishing  Mutiny  and 
Desertion,  and  for  the  better  payment  of  tbe 
army  and  their  quarters,  was  read  the  third 
time:  and  the  question  being  put,  whether 
the  bill  with  the  amendment  should  pass ;  It 
was  resdv^  in  the  affirmative. 
<«  Dissentient' ; 

"  1.  Because  we  have  beard  no  arjnroents 
to  convince  us,  that  there  is  any  necessity  for 
a  greater  number  of  troops  being  kept  on  foot 
at  this  time,  than  there  was  after  the  peace  of 
Ryswick  or  the  peace  of  Ub«cht ;  for  as  to 
the  argument  urged  from  the  present  disaflec- 
tion  of  the  people,  we  are  fully  persuaded, 
that  the  keeping  up  so  great  an  army  is  moch 
more  likely  to  increase  than  lessen  such  disa^ 
fectioD*  ^  f 
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''  S.  Because  this  precedent  is  likely  to  be 
ibUowed  in  all  subsequent  times,  there-  being 
no  probability  that  a  conjuncture  can  happen, 
when  there  will  be  less  apparent  reason  for 
keeping  up  a  great  number  of  forces,  thaa  at 
tins  time  of  a  general  tranquillity. 

"  3.  Because,  we  conceive,  there  are  seve- 
ral clauses  in  this  biU,  which  tend  to  over- 
throw the  civil  power  in  this  kingdom,  and 
tora'it  into  a  military  govemq^ent;  and  we 
apprehend  it  to  be  our  duly  to  take  care,  that 
so  dangerous  a  precedent  may  not  be  made 
for  any  future  time  without  an  evident  neces- 
sity ;  and  it  is  plain  there  is  no  such  nec^ssitjr 
for  erecting  this  military  power  within  this 
kingdom  in  time  of  peace,  because .  the  army 
was  well  governed  without  it  In  the  two  former 
reigns. 

**  4.  That  allowing  such  a  number  of  troops 
were  necessary,  yet  there  is  no  reason  can  be 
ailedged,  as  we  apprehend,  that  they  should 
be  constituted  in  this  expensive  manner,  which 
raises  the  charge  upon  the  nation  to  about 
double  what  it  was,  in  time  of  peace,  in  the 
two  former  reigns :  ^nd  we  must,  with  great 
concern,  assert,  that  the  public  is  much  less 
able  to  bear  such  an  excess  at  the  present,  than 

at  any  former  time. (Signed,)    W.  Ebor*, 

Bristol,  Strafibrd,  Bathurst,  Uxbridge, 
Aberdeen,  Guildford,  Scarsdale,  Tad- 
caster,  F.  Rofien',  North  and  Grey, 
Foley,  Boyle,  Trevor,  Fran.  Cestriens.'' 

Z%«  Quakers*  Affirmation  Bill  brought  into 
the  ComMonsJ]  Dec.  J4.  A  Petition  of  the 
people  called  Quakers,  on  behalf  of  such  of 
their  friends  wbo  scruple  the  form  of  solemn 
Affirmation,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and 
r^d  ;  setting  forth,  *'  That  many  of  their 
friends  do  conscientiously  scruple  the  present 
form  of  solemn  Affirmation ;  wheiieby  they 
have  fallen  under  great  sufferings,  by  impri- 
sonment, or  loss. of  their  properties  ;  they  not 
being  able  to  answer  in  courts  of  equity,  take 
probates  of  wills,  prove  debts  on  commissions 
of  bankruptcy,  verify  their  entries  on  the  lea- 
ther or  candle  acts,  take  up  their  freedoms,  be 
admitted  to  poll  for  their  freeholds,  give  evi- 
dence for  others,  nor  to  declare  their  fidelity  to 
the  present  government :  all  which  they  con- 
ceive to  be  hardships ;  and  praying,  That  leave 
may  be  given  to, bring  in  a  Bill  for  granting 
tliem  such  a  Form  of  Affirmation  as  may  re- 
move the  difficulties  they  now  lie  under.*'         , 

This  Petition  was  spoke  to  by  sir  John  Ward, 
and  Mr.  Hey  sham,  members  for  London,  who 
were  backed  by  the  lord  William  Paulet,  Mr. 
Sloper,  Mr.  Horatio  Walpole,  and  sir  Wilfrid 
Lawson  ;  whereupon  a  Bill  was  ordered  to  be 
brought  in,  according  to  the  prayer  of  the  said 
Petition  ;  which  Bill  passed  the  House,  on  the 
9ih  of  the  following  month. 

Debate  in  the  Lords  on  the  Quakenf  Affir- 
mation Bi//.]  January  9,  17««.  The  Lords 
being  met  again,  their  lordships  read  the  first 
lime  the  Quakers'  Bill;  but  a  motion  being 
nade.  That  the  9aid  bill  be  read  a  lecond  time. 


the  same  was  opposed  by  the  lord  North  and 
Grey.    He  was  seconded  by  the 

Bishop  of  HocAet^er,  who,  among  other  things, 
said.  He  did  nbt  know  why  such  a  distinguish* 
ing  indulgence  as  was  intended  by  this  bill 
should  be  allowed  to  a  set  of  people,  who  were 
hardly  Christians.    To  this    . 

The  Earl  of  Ilay  answered.  He  wondered 
that  reverend  nrelate  should  call  in  question, 
whether  the  Quakers  were  Christians;  since 
they  were  so,  at  least  by  act  of  parliament,  being 
included  in  the  Toleration  Ac^  under  the  gene- 
ral denomination  of  Protestant  Dissenters. 

The  Bishop  ofj^keeter  smartly  leplied,  it 
was  against  the  standing  Orders  of  that  august 
assembly  to  make  any  personal  reflections;  and 
he  thought  it  a  much  mater  indecency  to  make 
a  jest  of  any  thing  that  was  sacred;  and  thi(r 
the  calling  the  Quakers,  Christians  by  act  of 
parliament,  was  a  sort  of  side-wind  reflection 
upon  Christianity  itself.  However,  he  would 
let  that  pass,  and  reserve  to  another  opportu- 
nity what  he  had  to  oflFer  against  the  bill 

On  the  other  hand,  the  earl  of  Sunderland, 
and  the  lords  Carteret  and  Bathurst  having  spoke 
for  a  second  reading,  the  same  was  ordered  for 
the  15th. 

Debate  in  the  Lorde'relating  to  the  Building 
of  Ships  for  Foreigners.]  January  11.  The 
Lords  resumed  the  debate  about  the  Building 
of  Ships  for  Foreigners,  which  was  opened  hf 
the  earl  of  Coningshy,  and  seconded  by  the 
lord  North  and  Grey  and  the  earl  Cofvper. 
Their  lordships  suggested, "  That  the  practice 
of  building  ships  for  foreigners  may  be  attended 
with  very  ill  and  dangerous  consequences ;  for 
as  such  foreigners,  though  at  present  in  amity 
with  us,  may  yet,  one  time  or  other,  become  our 
enemies,  they  will  in  such  a  case  make  use  of 
those  very  ships  to  fight  against  ourselves.  And 
that  besides  this  general  consideration,  the  pre- 
sent great  scarcity  of  timber  in  England,  made 
such  a  practice  so  much  the  more  unjustifiable, 
especially  if  it  was  considered  what  great  num- 
ber of  ships  had  lately  been  built  for  the  French, 
some  of  which  were  sixty  or  seventy  gun  ^rps.'' 

To  this  the  lords  Carteret  and  Townshenct 
answered  in  general,  <' That  they  knew  of  no 
law  in  being  to  hinder  any  ship  carpenter  from 
working  for  any  one  that  would  employ  ^im ; 
that  the  French,  though  now  in  amity,  may,  in- 
deed, be  one  day  our  enemies :  but  yet,  if  tbev 
built  not  here  such  ships  as  they  have  occasion 
for,  they  might  get  them  built  in  Holland,  or 
Hamburgh ;  and  their  lordships  were  of  opi- 
nion, it  was  better  for  us  to  get  their  money 
than  our  neighbours :  that  indeed  if  we  could 
hindef  the  French  from  building  ships  dt  all,  it 
would  be  prudent  to  do  it,  but  since  they  can 
hare  them  in  other  places,  our  prohibiting  them 
to  buy  them  here,  would  rather  b^  detrimental 
than  advantageous  to  us." 

The  Judges,  whose  opinions  the  House  desired 
to  have,  not  being  all  come,'<he  further  con-* 
sideration  of  that  albir  was  pat  off  till  the  nea^ 
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made,  ^'  Tbat  the  not  paying  off  his  mmjtea*f'§ 
ships  when  they  cnme  home  from  their  aereral 
voyages,  acconliog  to  the  ancient  usage  of  the 
Navy,  bat  continuing  them  ta  sea-pa^  dmv 
ing  the  winter^  till  they  went  out  agap^  has 
been  one  great  cause  of  contracting  so  laige  a 
Navy-Debt." 

Ffotett  rni  that  oc^iasum^  And  a  questiod 
bein^  stated  thereupon,  after  debate,  ttte 
previous  question  was  put.  Whether  the  teid 
question  shall  be  now  put  f  It  was  fesolv^M  1ft 
tte  negative. 

"  Dissentient' 

1.  ''  Because,  we  conceive  the  main  qute- 
tion  ought  to  have  been  put,  since  the  practice 
complained  of  in  it  having  been  from  the  year 
1690  very  fi'equently  represented  against  to  the 
Admiralty  and  the  Treasu^,  by  the  commis- 
sionars  of  tlie  Navy,  (the  proper  officers  to  giva 
advice  in  such  matters,  and  who  then  were  men 
of  great  experience,  ability  and  probiw)  for 
being  contrary  to  the  ancient  usage  of  the  Navy, 
giving  great  di^ust  to  the  seamen,  and  causing 
an  unnecessary  expence  of  the  public  money  ; 
we  thought  it  highly  reasonable  to  endeavour 
that  a  stop  should  be  put  to  this  oiethod,  which 
was  attended  with  so  many  fatal  consequences  ; 
and  we  cannot  but  think,  the  puttin|  and  vot- 
ing the  main  question  in  the  affirmative  would 
have  greatly  conduced  to  that  end. 

2.  <*  Because  it  did  not  appear  necessary,  at 
a  time  when  so  few  men  were  either  granted  or 
demanded  for  the  service  of  any  one  year,  chat 
the  seamen  should  be  treated  with  so  much  sc* 
verity,  as  not  to  be  paid  off  according  to  the 
ancient  usage  of  die  navy,  but  kept  in  floating 
prisons,  as  the  said  commissioners  of  the  navy 
very  well  express  it ;  especially  since  we  find, 
that  during  the  late  wars,  when  40,000  taien  a 
year  were  gratited,  this  was  truly  thou^,  by 
the  said  commissionexs  of  the  navy,  a  Way 
rfither  t6  ptovoke  tht  seamen  to  desert,  than 
encourage  them  to  come  into  or  continue  in- 
the  service  ;  and  to  be  the  principal,  if  not  the 
only  reason,  why  it  is  become  so  difficult  to  gel 
them  again  when  wanted. 

3.  "  We  thought  at  this  juncture,  when  his 
majesty  bad  so  lately,  in  a  most  gracious  speech 
from  the  throne,  signified  his  having  so  happily 
established  peace  throughout  Europe,  it  would 
he  proper  (if  ever)  to  use  oUr  best  endeavours 
that  the  seamen  might  partake  of  the  benefit 
of  our  mild  and  free  government,  and  not  b^ 
liable  to  greater  hardships  than  any  of  their  fel- 
low sabjects,  as  we  think  they  would  be,  if  this 
practice  be  suffered  to  continue. 

4  <<  Because  such  methods  ought  to  be  used 
as  will  most  contribute  to  procure  the  aflfections 
of  the  seamen  to  the  service,  which,  we  think, 
the  ancient  usage  of  the  navy  will  in  this  case 
best  effect ;  by  which  they  will  have  the  satis* 
faction  to  spend  their  money  within  the  king- 
dore,  for  the  benefit  and  support  of  their  rafr 
milies,  as  fbroierly,  when  the  ships  were  psud 
off  at  their  returm  home  from  their  several 
voyage ;  andWiUi  we^pv  pretem  their  %kK 
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The  Jttdg$t^  Vpinion  thereeH,}  Janaary  IS. 
The  Judges  that  were  in  town  being  present, 
.  The  £arl  C^vpcr  set  fi>rth  the  pernicious 
practice  which,  for  soote  time,  had  been  carried 
on,  of  building  ships  of  force  for  the  French, 
not  obIt  in  the  cjver  Thames,  but  also  at  Bris^ 
tol,  and  was  seconded  by  the  lord  North  aad 
9rey.    They  were  answered  by 

The  Lord  Tetmmkend,  who  alledged.  That 
there  was  no  laMr  against  it  that  he  knew  of.  . 

The  Earl  Cowper  thereupon  moved.  That  the 
^     Judges  might  be  asked  their  Opinions  as  tb  that 
point ;  i(nd  being  seeonded  by  the  lord  Conings- 
igr,  the  question  was  put  to  tt^m  accordingly. 

Thereupon  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  Prat,  in 
the  name  of  all  the  Jadges  present|  except 
Imopoo  Montague,  who  dettred  farther  time  to 
eoasider  of  it  before  he  gave  his  opinion,  de- 
dared,  "  That  they  knew  of  no  law,  whereby 
the  kin^  was  impowered  to  hinder  any  of  his 
Bul)}eccs  firom  building  ships  for  any  one  that 
weeld  employ  them,  whether  natives  or  fo- 
reigners."   Hereupon 

The  Earl  Cmptr  said.  That  if  there  was  no 
auc^  lows,  it  was  high  time  there  should  be  one, 
to  pot  a  stop  to  such  a  pernicioes  practice  for 
the  future ;  and  therefore  moved  '<  That  the 
Judges  be  ordered  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  that 
purpose;^ 

This  motion  being  cmposed  by  the'  earl  of 
Samterhmd,  the  earl  Cowper  replied  to  him, 
which  occasioned  a  debate  between  the  ford 
TowBshend,  the  earl  of  Sunderland,  the  duke 
of  Argyle,  and  tfhe  lord  Carteret  on  the  one 
side;  apd  the  lord  Bathurst,  the  earl  Conings- 
by,  and  the  lord  North  and  Grey  on  tlfe  other 
Me  i  bat  at  last  the  court-party  dr opt  their 
opposition  to  the  earl  Cowper*s  motion,  provid- 
ed thl^pkttSe  **  except  hcensed  by  his  majesty" 
be  added  to  the  said  Bill,  which  was  ordered  to 
be  brought  in  c  bvt  k  did  not  pass  into  a  law. 

Farther  Debate  in  the  LortU,  on  the  Nuvy 
ihbt.J  January  13.  The  Lords  in  a  grand 
committee  resumed  the  consideration  c?  the 
g^at  Debt  of  the  Navy. 

Earl  Oowper  moved^  That  the  Papers  laid 
before  the  House,  by  the  commissioners  of  the 
Navy,  relating  to  the  nhmber  of  ships  employed 
in  the  Bakic  and  Mediterranean,  might  be 
read ;  which  being  done  cwcordingly,  his  lord- 
'  ship  oi)served,  That  one  great  cause  t>f  the 
Navy  Debt,  was^  the  not  discharging  the  Sea« 
men  belenging  to  his  majesty^s  ships  #ben  they 
eame  hone,  but  keeping  them  in  sea-pay  all 
winter.    To  this  , 

Lord  Torrington  answered,  That  though 
snutttn  in  the  winter  might  be  said  to  be  of  no 
Ule,  yet  the  keeping  them  in  pay  was  an  ex- 
pence  absolutely  necessary ;  for  if  they  were 
discharged,  the  government  would  be  tb  seek 
for  them  in  the  spring,  when  they  had  occasion 
for  them,  since  seaitien  cannot  live  "Without 
business ;  and  if  not  employed  in  the  royal  navy, 
ihey  are  forced  to  hire  themselves  either  to  the 
fierchatits  or  into  foreign  service. 
-  The  House  being  resumed,  a  motioa  was 
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tbesaid  bUlbe  canmiUed^  the  iMia  w(Mop» 
poaed  by  tbe 

Bisbopof  BMh$tiery  who  according  to  bis- 
(ormew  astertioa,  eadeavoured  to  provoi  tbot 
the  Quakert-were  no  Cbristiaas. 

Hit  lordabip  waa  seconded  by  tbo  earl  of 
Strafford,  lord  Nottkand\3rey,  earlConinpby^ 
and  his  graot<  tbe  archbisbop  or  York ;  but 
tbey  were  aasweiied  by  the  earl  of  Sanderka^ 
the  duke  of  Aii^e^  the  bisbopof  Peterborou|^^ 
the  earl  of  Ilay^-and  the  earl  of  Macolesfield  ; 
and  the  quesiiea  being  put  for  oomoHtting  th»« 
billy  was  carried  an  theattlwiative  by  64  Toioesv 
against  14. 


sf^ndiBg  from,  apd  deserting  the  stianee^  aid 
engage  tbcm  cheerfnlly  to  enter  iato  it  when* 
ever  there  shall  be  occasioa ;  whereas  accord* 
in^  to  the  late  practice,  by  the  opinion  of  the 
saui  commissioners  of  the  da^,  the  difficulty 
of  getting  them  ia.  the  spring  chiefly  rises  from 
keeping  them  all  winter,  and  yet  the  difficulty 
of  getting  them  again  is  assigned  as  the  only 
reason  for  keeping  theia  in  'pay  during  the 
wjntei^  although  it  amounts  to  an  intolerable 
charge  upon  tbe>  kingdom  ;  it  appeasing  by 
one  of  the  papers  now  noon  the  table,  "that 
keeping,  tbem  in  pay  all  the  winter  comes  to 
near  five  times  as  much,  as  raising  tfaera  again 
in  tbe  spring. 

5.  "  We  cannot  bot  tkiok  it  a  Tory  oausoal 
Wi^  of'  arguing  in  a  boose  of  parliament^  that 
a,  question  ought  not  to  be  put,  because  it  is 
generally  admitted  to  be  true ;  though  at  the 
same  time  there  may  be  too  much  reason  to 
beliere  that  the  practice  complained  of  will 
not  be  altered  without  the  interpositioB  of  par- 
liamept^    » 

6.  *^We  cannot  oonceiTe  the  treaty  with 
Sweden  could  make  it  necessary,  as  was  al' 
ledged,  to  keep  tbe  men  in  pay  all  the  winter ; 
since H  appears  by  the  papers  upon  the  table, 
that  very  little  or  no  time  would  have  been  lost, 
if  the  old  method  of  the  navy  of  raising  tbem 
in  the  spring  bad  been  followed,  by  which  much 
money  would  have  been  saved  to  tbe  public ; 
^especially  since  their  so  early  arrival  these  did 
neitber  prevent  landing  the  Czar's  troops  in 
Sweden,  when  and  where  they  pleased,  nor  by 
any  action  at  sea  contribute  to  weaken  hisnaval 
streDstb. 

<<  Lastly.  We  take  it  to  be  very  dear^  that 
iftmy  necessity  or  sufficient  reason  was  foreseen 
at  any  time  for  the  dispensing  with  this  role  of 
tbe  navy,  it  ought  not  to  have  been  done  with- 
out his  majesty's  consent  in  council ;  it  being, 
as  we  conceive,  a  fundamental  maxim  in  the 
govemo>ent  of  the  navy,  and  a  most  essential 
part  of  his  majesty's  prerogative,  that  no.  role 
or  establishment  in  the  navy,  whother  written 
or  unwritten,  and  customary,  ought  to  be,  or 
can  regulariy  be  abrogated,  altered,  or  dis- 
pensed with,  but  by  bis  majesty's  consent  in 
council,  especially  in  so  weighty  a  point  as 
spending  the  public  treasure  so  much  faster 
than  it  need  have  been  in  the  pi:oportion  above- 
meotiened ;  and  therefore  we  choudit  it  expe- 
dient that  tbe  main  question  should  have  been 
pot  and  voted  in  the  a6Brmative,  that  this  great 
an<i  useful  prerogative  of  the  crown  might  by 
censuring  what  we  take  to  be  a  breatsh  thereof 
(though  with  tbe  tamper  rtHSonynended  from 
the  throne)  have  been  the  better  preserved  lor 

the  future. (Signed,)  W.  Ebor',  Strafford, 

Masbam,  Uxbridge,  Comptoo,  North 
and  Grey,  Cowper,  Trevor,  Bristol, 
Guilford,  Batburst,  Gower,  Aberdeen." 

^Furiker  Dfhatein  the  Lardi  cm  the  Quakerg' 
Affirmation  jBi//.]  January  15.  Tbe  Lords 
read  the  Quakers'  Bill  the  second  time,  and  .a 
inpCioB  being  made  and  the  queelieaputi  That 


Petition  of  the  London  Clefwyigdlnsi  the  saitL 
BillJ]  Jan*  17.  Their  lordibipa  were  to  go^. 
into  a  grand  committee  upon  tbe  said  Bill,  but 
were  prevented  by  an  unexpected  PetitioA. 
from  some  of  tlie  London  Cleivy^  which  waa^ 
presented  by  the  archbishop  of  x  ork,  and  was 
as  follows : 

<<  T6  tbe  right hon.the Lords  Spiritual  and  T\Hn» 
poral  in  Parliament  assembled.    The  bum- 
ble' Petition  of  the  Clergy  in,  and  about 
Londoni    With  all  submission)  Sheweth 
^'That  there  is  a  Bill  new  depending  in  your  - 

lordships'  House,  intituled  <  An  Act  for  granting ' 

*  the  people  called  Quakers  such  a  form  of 

<  Affirmation  or  Declaration' as  may  remove 

*  the    difficulties    which   many    of  tbem   lie* 

<  under.'  Which  Bill,  should  it  pass  into  a 
law,  as  it  may,  in  its  consequences,  nearly  affilct 
the  property  of  the  subject  in  general,  so  it  will ' 
in  a  more  especial  manner  endanger  the  legal - 
maintenance  of  the  clergy  by  tytfaes;  in  aa 
much  as  the  people-caUed  Quakers  pretend  to 
deny  tbe  payment  of  tythes  upon  a  principle  of 
conscience,  and  therefore  as  your  Petitioners 
appreliend,  may  be  under  strong  inducements 
to  ease  their  consciences  in  tlmt  respect  by 
violating  them  in  -  another,  when'  their  simple 
affirmation  on  behalf  of  friends  of  the  same 
persuasion,  shall  pass  in  all  courts  of  judicature 
for  legal  evidence. 

'<  However,  the  injuries  that  your  Petitioners 
in  their  private  affiurs  may  possibly  suffer,  are, 
as  th^  ought  to  be,  of  small  account  with* 
them  m  comparison  of  the  mischiefs'  ivfaich. 
may  redound  to  tlie  society  from  the  indulgence 
intended,  as  it  seems  to  imply,  that  justice  may 
be  duly  administered,  and  government  sup^ 
ported  without  the  intervention  of  any  solemn  • 
appeal  to  God  as  a  witness  of  the  truth  of  what 
is  said,  by  all  persons,  in  all  cases,  of  great  im- 
portancej  to  the  common  welfare ;  whereas 
your  Petitioners  are  firnJy  persuaded,  that  an 
oath  was  instituted  by  God  nimself  as  the  surest 
bond  of  fidelity  among  men,  and  hath  been  es* 
teemed,  and  found  to  bt  so  bv  tbe  wisdom  and 
experience  ofall  nations  in  all  ages. 

**  But  that  which  chiefly  moves  your  Peti- 
tioners to  apply  to  your  lordships^  is,  their  se- 
rious concern  lest  the  tnindsof  good  men  should 
be  grieved  and  wounded,  and  the  enemies  of. 
Christianity  triumph,  when  they  shall  see  such 
condescensions  made  by  a  Christian  legislature ' 
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to  a  set  of  moo  wbp  reoouooe  the  dinne  insti- 
tutions of  Christ,  particularly  that  bj  which 
the  faithful  are  initiated  into  bis  religion,  and 
denominated  Christians,  and  who  cannot  on 
thu  account,  accordini;  to  the  uniform  judgment, 
and  practice  of  the  Catholic  church,  be  deem- 
ed worthy  of  tbat  sacred  name. 

**  Your  Petitioners  moreover  crave  leave  to 
represent  to  your  lordships,  tbat  upon  the  best 
information  thev  can  get,  the  instances  wberein 
any  Quaker  batb  refiiMd  the  solemn  affirmation 
prescribed  by  an  act  in  the  seventh  and  eighth 
year  of  William  the  3rd,  have  from  the  passing 
that  act  to  this  day  been  exceeding  rare,  so 
that  there  might  be  ground  to  hope,  tbat  the 
continued  use  of  the  said  solemn  affirmation, 
would  by  degrees  have  intirely  cured  that  peo* 
pie  of  all  those  unseasonable  pr^udices  against 
an  oath  which  the  favour  designed  them  by  this 
bill  may  tend  to  strengthen  and  confirm. 

**  And  your  Petitioners  humbly  leave  it  to 
your  lordships*  wise  deliberations,  whether  such 
an  extraordinary  indul^nce  granted  to  a  peo- 
ple already,  as  is  conceived,  too  numerous,  may , 
not  contribute  to  multiply  their  sect,  and 
tempt  persons  to  profess  themsdves  Quakers, 
in  order  to  be  exempted  from  tbe  oblipuion  of 
oaths,  and  to  stand  upon  a  foot  of  privilege  not 
allowed  to  the  best  Christians  in  the  kingdom. 

<'  Vour  Petitioaers  therefore  humbly  nope, 
that  th^  and  other  considerations,  which  may 
offer  themselves  to  your  lordships'  great  wisdom, 
may  induce  your  lordships  not  to  give  your 
consent  to  tbe  passing  of  this  bill  into  a  law. 
And  your  petitioners  shall  ever  pray,  ^c.^ 

The  Archbishop  of  York  spoke  in  behalf  of 
this  Petition,  and  moved.  That  it  he  received 
and  read : 

The  lord  North  and  Grey,  the  earl  of  Straf- 
ford, the  bishop  of  Rochester,  the  earl  Co- 
ningshy,  lord  Trevor,  earl  Cowper,  and  lord 
BaUiurst,  supported  the  archbisKop  of  York's 
motion ;  but  the  same  was  warmly  opposed  by 
the  lord  Townsbeod,  earl  of  Scarborough,  ead- 
of  Sunderland,  lord  C€uteret,  duke  of  Argyle, 
earl  of  Hay,  and  tbe  bishop  of  Peterborough ; 
and  the  question  being  at  last  put  thereupon, 
it  Was  carried  in  the  neg^ve. 

All  the  bishops  present,  except  the  two  arcb- 
bi^ops,  the  bishops  of  Oxford,  Litchfield  and 
Coventry,  and  Eochester,  being  against  the 
Petition.  In  thia  debate,  tbe  bishop  of  Sarum 
proposed,  that  the  Petitioners  might  have  leave 
CO  withdraw  their  Petition ;  but  this  was  op« 
posed  by 

Lord  Sundcvlandy  who  said.  That  a  com- 
mittee ou^t  to  be  appointed  to  inooire  into 
the  authors  and  promoters  of  it ;  for  he  looked 
upon  it  to  be  no  better  than  a  libel. 

Lard  Towruhend  cook  notice  of  the  irregular 
way  in  which  the  said  Petition  was  presented, 
for  if  it  was  a  jietitbn  of  the  London  cleigy  it 
ought  to  be  offered  either  by  the  bishop  of  tbat 
diocese,^ or  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
wliereas  it  was  presented  by  the  archbishop  of 
York^  who  was  metropoUtau  of  another  pro- 
viaft. 


Then  tbe  question  being  pot,  Tbat  the  said 
Petition  be  itjected,  it  was  resolved  in  the  a(* 
ifirmative,  by  S6  voices  against  24>. 

Protest  agaiiut  rejecting  the  Moid  PetUiom.] 
Whei«u(>on  the  following  Protest  was  entered  s 
''  Dissentient* 

**  1.  Because  the  right  ef  petitioniBg  in  a 
legal  manner  to  legal  purposes  does,  we  -a^pre^ 
bend,  appertain  by  law  and  usage  to  the  free 
people  or  tbb  realm,  and  is  as  essential  to  the 
subject,  acting  .within  his  due  bounds,  as  the 
lib^y  of  debate  is  to  the  constitution  of  par- 
liament :  and  this  right,  as  it  extends  to  the 
petitioning  even  for  the  repeal  of  acts  bow  in 
rorce,  by  which  tbe  people  think  themselves 
aggrieved,  so  it  justifies  them  yet  nsore  in  repre- 
senting their  bomble  sens^  of  any  new  law, 
while  it  is  under  tbe  consideration  of  pariia* 
nient;  nor  are  the  clergy,  we  pretiMse,  leas 
privileged  in  relation  to  the  exercise  q£  this 
right,  than  any  other  of  bis  miyes^'s  snl^eots  : 
On  the  contrary,  we  beheve  them  as  worthy  o£ 
enjoying  it,  and  as  ciq>able  of  exertin|(  ic  te 
wise  and  good  ends,  as  any  rank  of  private  men 
in  the  kii^dom. 

*^  ft.  B^aose  the  petition  so  r^ected  is,  ia 
our  opinion,  proper  and  inoffirasive,  both  as  lo 
tbe  matter  and  the  manner  of  it;  since  it 
partly  rdates  to  tbe  peculiarrigfau  of  the  clergy 
m  point  of  tythes,  and  partly  expresses  their 
fears,  as  we  conceive  not  altogether  groaadless, 
lest  the  sect  of  Quakers,  already  too  nameroua, 
should  by  this  new  indulgence  be  £reatly  multi- 
plied, and  lest  the  lionour  of  rdigion  shoukl 
any  ways  snffier,  and  tbe  foondations  of  govern- 
ment be  shaken  by  what  is  intended;  both 
which  it  is  the  particular  duty  of  their  func- 
tion to  uphold  and  secure.  We  are  not  ibere^ 
fore  apprehensive,  that  it  misbecame  fhe<r  cha- 
racters to  interpose  on  any  of  these  impuitaat 
points :  And  the  way  in  which  they  have  done 
It,  roust  seem  to  us  free  firom  exception,  liU 
some  passages  in  their  petition  is  pitched  upon, 
as  obnoxious,  and  censured  by  the  House: 
which,  as  yet,  hath  not  been  done. 

3.  "  Because  the  petition  suggests  a  partica- 
lar  grievance,  under  which  the  c\em  will  seffier 
by  uiis  act,  more  than  any  other  order  of  men ; 
which  as  it  had  never  been  observed  on  tbe  de* 
bates  on  the  bill,  so  was  allowed  to  deserve 
the  consideration  of  the  House.  And  there- 
fore, had  there  been  any  other  part  of  their 
petition  leiis  unexceptionable  (as  we  apprehend 
there  is  not)  yec  we  do  not  think  that  it  was 
unreasonable  to  lay  aside  the  whole  on  that 
account,  and  reject  what  was  acknowledned  fit 
to  be  considered,  for  thtf  sake  of  what  was 
thought  improper  to  be  offered. 

4.  **  Because  the  cler^  of  London  are  not, 
in  general,  so  liberally  plodded  fer,  but  that 
they  have  rea^n  to  be  watefafol  in  relation  to 
any  step  that  may  unwarily  be  taken,  towards 
diminishing  their  maintenance ;  which  we  look 
upon  as  not  duly  proportioned  to  their  labours, 
in  populous  parishes,  and  to  the  various  em* 
ployments  giv«a  thtm.  by^infid^  jmkI  heiicacs, 
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Bletsoe,  Gailford,  Cowper,  North  an4 
Grey,  Bathurst,  Montj  oy,  Fran.  Roffen'/' 

Tlu  Quaken*  Affirmation  Bill  pa$$es  tk€* 
Lordi.']  June  18.  Tbe  Lords  went  into  a 
ComouUea  on  tlie  Quakers'  bill:  and  after 
the  reading  of  the  first  clause,  tbe  Archbifl^op 
of  Canterbury  mored,,''  That  the  Quakers'  At- 
firmation  might  not  b^  admitted  in  Courts  of 
judicature,  but  among  themselves;*'  and  the 
Archbishop  of  York  moved  for  a  clause,  "  That 
the  Quakers'  Affirmation  should  not  ^o  in  any 
suit  at  law  for  tythes;"  but  the  question  being 
put  thereupon,  it  was  carried  in  the  negative  by 
52  voices  against  21. 

Protest  against  t/.]  5  Jan.  19.  The  Bill  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  the  question  being 
put,  '<  That  the  Bill  do  pass,"  it  was  resolved 
m  the  affirmative. 

*'  Dissentient'  W.  Cant.  Jo.  Oxon. 

"  1.  Because  the  pririleses  allowed  by  thi» 
Bill  to  the  Quakers  are  without  example,  and 
no  ways  proportioned  to  the  steps  ^rmerly 
taken  towards  a  gradual  indulgence  of  them; 
for  whereas  they  have  been  hitherto  nnder  the 
real  obligation  of  an  oath,  though  dispensed 
with  as  to  some  formalities,  with  respect  to  the 
manner  of  wording  and  taking  it,  they  are  noiv 
altogether  released  both  from  the  form  and 
substanceof  an  oath,  and  admitted  to  profess 
fidelity  and  give  testimony  upon  their  simple 
affirriiation;  nor  are  these  great  privileges  m« 
dulged  to  them,  as  the  less  were,  trom  time  to 
time,  and  by  degrees,  but  are  at  once  made 
perpetual. 

**  2,  Because  we  look  upon  the  Quakers, 
who  reject  the  two  sacraments  of  Christ,  and 
are,  as  far  as  they  so  do^  unworthy  of  the  name 
of  Christians,  to  be  on  that  account  unwqrthy 
also  of  receiving  such  distinguishing  marks  of 
favour. 

**  3.  Because  the  Quakers,  as  they  renounce 
the  institutions  of  Christ,  so  have  not  given 
even  the  evidence  by  law  required  of  their  be- 
lief of  his  divinity,  it  no  ways  appearing  to  us^ 
nor  do  we  believe  it  can  be  made  appear,  that 
ever  since  they  were  first  indulged,  1  W.  a  M; 
one  Quaker  in  an  hundred  hath  subscribed  die 
profession  of  Christian  belief  directed  by  that 
act ;  nor  could  we,  upon  a  motion  made  m  the 
House,  prevail,  that  they  shonld  even  now  be 
obliged,  by  such  previous  subscription,  to  iiw 
title  themselves  to  the  new  and  extraordinaiy 
favours  designed  them;  the  consequence  b£ 
which  must,  in  our  opinion,  be,  that  they  will 
encourage  diemselves  yet  farther  in  their  aver- 
sion to  subscribe  that  profession  of  Christian 
belief,  which  they  seem  more  to  decline  than 
even  the  taking  of  an  oath,  since  great  nnmbert 
of  them  have  sworn,  though  very  few  havd 
subscribed  that  profession ;  nor  are  we  without 
apprehensions,  that  it  mar  reflect  some  disho- 
nour on  the  Christian  faith,  if  the  evidence 
given  by  such  persons,  on  their  bare  word,  shall^ 
by  iaw,  be  judged  of  equal  mdit  with  the  so- 
lemn oath  of  an  acknowled^  Christian  and 
sincere  a^mb^r  of  the  estabhshed  coouiMmi<M|^ 
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papists,  and  divers  sects  of  men  dissenting 
mm  the  church  established  by  law>  with  which 
this  metropolis  is  known  to  abound.  And  as 
their  situation  gives  them  near  opportunities  of 
observing  and  knowing  what  may  be  stirred 
in  parliament,  to  the  prejudice  of  their  order; 
so  we  cannot  but  think,  that  it  becomes  them 
to  make  use  of  that  advantage,  in  behalf  of 
their  distant  brethren,  as  often  as  need  shall 
require;  especially  at» a  time  when  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  clergy  are  not  attending  in 
convocation,  and  in  a  readiness  to  exert  their 
known  right  of  applying  to  the  legislature  on 
all  such  occasions. 

"  5.  Because  the  London  Clerf^y,  froni  whence 
the  petition  came,  are,  in  our  opinion,  and  have 
been  always  esteemed,  of  great  consideration, 
with  respect  to  their  extensive  influence,  and 
their  ability  to  be  serviceable  to  the  state  in 
important  conjunctures.  From  this  body  of 
men  have  proceeded  many  of  the  most  eminent 
l^^ts  of  the  church,  and  ornaments  of  the 
bishops*  bench,  espetially  since  the  Revolu- 
tion ;  and,  in  the  reign  preceding  it,  their  never 
to  be  forgotten  labours  put  a  stop  to  the  torrent 
of  popery,  then  ready  to  overflow  us.  On 
which,  and  many  other  accounts,  we  cannot 
but  wish,  that  the  applications  at  any  time 
made  to  this  House  by  the  City  Clergy^  might 
be  received  with  regard  and  tenderness,  and  a 
more  than  ordinary  indulgence  allowed  them, 
at  a  time  when  so  great  favours  are  about  to  be 
bestowed  on  the  professed  oppugners  of  their 
function  and  maintenance. 

*<  6k  Because  by  experience,  we  find,  -that 
tbe  treating  in  this  manner  a  petition  from  any 
cresDt  and  oonsiderable  body  of  men  is  not  the 
best  way' to  allay  the  jealousies,  and  extinguish 
the  uneasiness  that  occasioned  it :  a  very  con- 
trary effect  having  followed  (according  to  tbe 
best  of  our  observation)  from  the  rejecting  a 
petition  lately  offered  by  the  city  of  London ; 
And  the  oftener  such  instances  are  repeated, 
the  more,  we  fear,  the  disai2fection  of  the  people 
wiU  encrease,  who,  thinking  themselves  under 
hardships,  from  which  they  desire  to  be  re- 
HoTed,  may  look  upon  it,  as  a  new  and  yet 
mater  hardship  not  to  be  heard ;  and  though 
the  modest  and  dutiful  demeanor  of  the  clergy 
should  no  ways  contribute  to  these  conse- 
quences, yet  we  know  not  how  far  this  may  be 
the  case  with  respect  to  their  flocks,  td  whom 
their  persons  and  characters  are  dear,  and  who 
may  therefore  be  induced,  by  tbe  reverence 
ihej  bear  to  their  pastors,  to  express  as  much 
concern  on  their  account;  as  they  would  do  on 
their  own :  for  which  reason  it  was  our  earnest 
desire,  that  this  second,  and,  in  our  opinion, 
dangerous  experiment  might  not  have  been 

QUde*. (Signed,)     W.    Ebor',    Weston, 

Uxbridge,  Scarsdale,  Compton,  Bristol 
Conin^by,  Strafibrd,  Foley,  Aberdeen, 
iBower,  Trevor,  Bingley,  St.  John  de 


^  Tins  Protest  was  ezponged  by  order  of 
the  5th  of  Match  foUowiog. 

voL.vn. 
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^<  4.  Becatise  we  k>6k  opon  it  as  bi|lilj  oo- 
fiaaoaabley  that  ia  a  kingdom  where  the  ooUet, 
tMe  defgj  aod  commbos  are  6bli|^  to  iwear 
ie^ty  to  the  crown ,  asd  eten  the  tofereipi 
Inaiself  takes  an  oath  at  his  corooatioD,  m  |Mr- 
^cniar  sect  of  men,  who  refase  to  serve  the , 
state  either  as  civil  officers  or  soldiers,  sfabuld 
be  entirely  released  from  that  obligation;  since 
it  is  natural  to  expect,  that  persons  thus  in- 
^^|ed,  as  to  the  manner  aod  Uie  measare  of 
Betformtog  their  allegiance,  should,  b^  degrees, 
Be  induced  totally  to  withdraw  it,  antil  th^  be* 
come  as  bad  satijects  as  Cbrisdans. 

^  5.  Because,  though  such  eatraordioary 
liriTitcges  are  allowed  to  the  sect  of  Quakers 
by  this  bill,  jet  there  is  no,  mark  or  test  pre- 
scribed by  it,  or  by  any  other  act,  by  which  it 
Inay  c^rtsiinly  be  known  who  ar^  Quakers,  and 
consequently  who  are  or  are  not  intitled  to 
those  privil^es ;  from  whence  this  incoovepi- 
ence  may  arise,  that  mjiny  not  really  Quakers 
,  ini^y  yet  shelter  themselves  under  the  cover  of 
Chat  name,  on  purpose  to  be  released  from  the 
tbligation  of  oatlis;  it  not  being,  we  conceive, 
in  the  power  of  the  magistrate,  as  this  bill  stands, 
to  oblige  any  person  to  take  an  oath,  who  at 
the  time  of  tendering  it  shall  profess  himself  a 
Quaker ;  so  that  the  concessions  now  made  to 
that  sect  may  prove  a  ^eat  inlet  to  bypocrisy 
and  fabhood,  and  will  naturally  tend  Cowards 
increasing  their  numbers,  which  we  rather ^ish 
may  be  every  day  diminished. 

''6.  Because  we  do  not  apprehend,  that  the 
Quakers,  as  a  sect,  are  really  under  suc|^  scru- 
ples in  point  of  an  oath,  that  it  is  necessary  to 
ease  •them  by  such  an  act,  few  of  them  having 
for  five  and  twenty  years  past,  since  their  so- 
lem  affirmation,  equivalent  to  an  oath,  was  en- 
acted, ever  refused  to  comply  with  it;  and 
should  this  have  now  and  then  happened,  jret 
when  the  great  body  of  any  sort  of  sectaries 
are  at  ease  in  their  conaciencesi  the  scruples  of 
a  few.  we  think,  ought  not  to  oe  regarded,  es- 
pecially if  continuing  the  law  now  in  force  wiH 
probably  extinguish  tbose  scruples;  and  the 
repeal  of  it  wul  certainly  giie  new  life  and 
strength  Co  them. 

*'  7.  Because  the  security  of  the  subject's 
property,  which  depends  upon  testimony,  seems 
to  us  to  be  lessened  by  this  aot;  Uie  reverence 
of  an  oath  having  been  always  observed  to 
operate  farther  towards  the  discovery  of  truth, 
than  any  other  less  solemn  form  of  asseveration; 
nor  can  the  Quakers  be  excepted  in  this  case, 
whose  awful  apprdiensions  ot  an  oath  appear 
from  their  earnest  endeavours  to  decline  it; 
and  therefore,  where  the  payment  of  tithes,  bv 
'  them  held  to  be  sinful,  is  concerned,  they  wiU 
have  strong  inducements  to  disguise  the  truth. 
in  what  they  simply  affirm,  rather  than  wound 
Iheir  consciences  and  credit,  by  contributing 
towards  the  support  of  such  antichristian  pay- 
ment: in  other  coses  of  property,  their  interest 
only  will  clash  with  tbcir  veracity;  but  .the 
double  motive  of  interest  and  conscience  will 
influence  them  with  respect  to  the  clergy,  whose 
calling  and  maintenance  they  oaualty  oondemD. 


''  8.  because  the  inducement  mentioned  io 
the  bill  towards  grantine  the  Quakers  tbose  f^ 
vours,  that  they  are  welTaflfccted  to  the  govern- 
ment, a  position  of  which  we  have  some  doubt, 
might,  we  apprehend,  be  improvecf  into  a  reason 
for  granting  the  like  favours  to  Deists,  Arians, 
Jews,  and  even  to  Heathens  themselves ;  all  of 
wbich  may  possibly  be,  as  some  of  them  cer- 
tainly are,  friends  to  the' government :  however, 
their  friendship,  we  presume,  would  be  culti- 
vated at  too  great  an  expence,  if,  for  the  sake 
of  it,  any  thing  should  be  done  by  the  legisla- 
ture which  might  weaken  the  security  of  aB  go- 
vernments, an  oath;  and  by  that  means  do  more 
mischief  to  tlie  state  in  one  respect,  than  it 
brought  advantage  in  another:  and  we  the  ra- 
ther thus  choose  to  reason,  because  an  argu- 
ment was  Urged  in  the  debate,  and  no  ways 
disallowed.  That  if  Heathens  themselves  were 
equally  of  use  to  the  state,  as  the  Quakers  ar^, 
they  ought  also,  equally  by  law,  to  be  indulged; 
whereas  our  firm  persuasion  is,  that  as  no  man 
should  be  persecuted  for  his  opinions  in  reli- 
gion, so  neither  should  any  man,  who  is  known 
to  -avow  principles  destructive  of  Chrisiianity, 
however  useful  he  may  otherwbe  be  to  the 
state,  be  encouraged  by  a^  law,  made  purposdy 
in  his  favour,  to  continue  io  those  prind|Mes«— 
(SignedJ  W.  Ebor',  Fra.  Roffen\  Comptoo, 
Mont  joy,  StraiSbrd,  Trevor,  Gower,  Sa- 
lisbury, Aberdeeu,  St.  John  de  Blet^, 
Fran.  Cestriens'.'' 

Mr,  Hutckeion's  Speech  (miksBUlforieiier 
secuHng  the  Freedom  of  Eieetiemt,]  Jawraiy 
93.  The  Bill  <  For  bettersecuring  the  FMedem 
'  of  Elections  of  Meaib««  to  serve  in  Paiiia 
*  meat'  was  read  a  second  time.    Upon  which 

Mr.   Arthibald   Huicke$mi  stood   up   wad 
spoke  for  the  oomouiting  the  smae^  aa  foU»«»: 


<^  Mr.  Speaker; 
^  ^  Though  I  think  the  necessi^  of  the  Bill 
which  has  been  read  to  you,  is  of  itself  a  suf^ 
ficient  argument  for  it,  yet  since  I  was  one 
of  those  wbo  had  the  honour  of  your  com- 
mands for  bringing  it  in,  it  may,  perhaps,  be 
expected  that  I  should  say  somethmg  upon  it 
As  therefore  there  is  too  much  reason  to  appre- 
hend, that  this  b  thelast  struggle  yen  are  everlike 
to  have  for  the  preservation  of  your  rights  and 
liberties;  so  certainly  the  efibrts  of  eveqr  ho- 
nest man  are  more  than  ordinarily  requisite  at 
this  critical  inncture,  to  procure,  if  it  be  pos- 
sible, the  choice  of  a  free  and  independant 
parliaineot,  that  being  the  only  meftn^  under 
Providence,  which  can  save  you  firom  tluit  state 
of  ruin  and  confusion  which  seem  so  immediately 
to  threaten,  and  to  be  hanging  over  you.  tf  you 
should  have  the  roisfortime  to  miscarry,  and 
that  the  majority  of  this  House  should  here- 
after be  composed  of  persons,  who  have  views 
and  scliemes  to  pursue  repugnant  to  the  com- 
mon good  and  ea$e  of  their  country,  what  else 
ormt  TOO  thep  expect  but  the  contmnmoe  at 
least,  if  not  theincrease,  of  th6se  heavy  kor- 
thens  you  have  already  upon  you.  and  at  ev&y 
turn  to  see  the  honour  and  saocttoo  df  pdia*. 
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xnent  basely  prostkated  tu  the  destructive  mea- 
sures of  those,  who  shall  then  happen  to  be  io 
j>ower,  which,  without  other  means  of  violence 
•could  not  be  justified  and  supported  ?  If  you 
•bould  be  puinjged  into  an  unnecessary  and 
expensive  war,  iryour  trade  and  interest  should 
\>e  sacri&ced  for  the  service  of  other  princes, 
uod  it  may  be,  that  done  too,  only  to  engage 
t,liem  to  the  concession  of  foreign]  provinces 
And  acquisitions,  in  which  Britain  Has  not  the 
l^ast  concern,  what  redress  could  our  country 
Hope  for,  even  under  such  grievances,  from  pa- 
triots who  had  themselves  contributed  towards 
them,  or  were  the  mercenary  tools  and  depen- 
cients  of  those  who  had?  All  manner  of  li- 
centiousness and  public  frauds  would  then  have 
their  open  and  avowed  advocates;  and  it  would 
."be  uo  wonder  to  see  the  greatest  criminals  es- 
,ciipe  unpunished,  when  tne  power  of  remission 
and  pardon  of  crimes  were  so  much  in  thdr 
own  hands. 

'^  Jt  is  too  notorious  what  attempts  are  now 
carrying  on  to  invade  the  freedom  of  your  ap- 
prpachiog  elections;  in  some  places  by  threats, 
to  fill  and  overawe  them  with  the  quartering 
of  troops,  if  they  do  not  comply  ;  in  others, 
l>y  the  corrupt  solicitations  df  agents  and  un- 
derteJcdrs,  employed  by  those  who,  from  the 
incredible  sums  which  are  dispersed,  one  must 
ioaagiue,  have  more  than  privatepurses  at  their 
command. 

^  But  what,  In  God's  name,  can  all  this  tend 
to?  What  other  construction  can  au^  man  in 
/commaa  sense  put  upon  all  these  tmngs,  but 
ibat  there  seems  to  have  been  a  formed  design, 
by  violence  9Jad  oppression,  first  ^  humble  you 
and  to  make  year  necks  pliable  to  the  yoke 
that  is  iMgaed  for  vou,  and  then  to  finish  the 
work  by  tempting  the  poveiiy  and  nccestitiet 
oi  the  peonli^  to  sell  themselves  into  the  most, 
abject  ancl  detestable  slavery,  for  that  yery^ 
money  which  had  been  either  unnecessarily 
raised,  or  mercilessly  and  uniustly  plundered 
^md  torn  firopci  their  very  bowels?  And  thus  you 
^n^y  be  in  a  fair  way  of  being  ^ubdued  by  your 
own  weapons.  Nor  can  I  imagine  what  in- 
.ducemenl  men  can  have,  who  run  from  borough 
to  boifpugh,  ai^d  purchase  their  elections  at 
^ch  extravagfiot  rates*  unless  it  be  from  a 
strong  expectation  of  being  well  rep^d  for  \ 
their  votes,  and  of  receiving  amf>le  recompence 
jand  rewards  for  the  secret  service  they  have 
caveaanted  toperform  here.  In  this  situation, 
jyt  is  high  time  for  gentleinep  to' put  themselves 
upon  their  guard  ;  and  if  it  be  not  akeady  too 
late,  to  endeavour  to  put  a  stop  to  the  course 
of  tt»ose  evils,  which  aire  otbervi^se  jikely  so 
,9000  to  overtake  them.  It  is  fo^  tliese  pur-  , 
poses  th^t  this  JB^l  is  now  before  you,  and  1 
Ihopeit  either  is,  or  by  your  assistauce  wiU  be 
fnMitmch,»$  may  tul^  answer  the  ends  for 
.which  j[PM  wjsre  pleased  to  order  it  to  be 
brought  in, 

^  The  abuses  in  the  manner ,  of  dispatdijng 
y^ur  wric^  to  t^e  sheriHs,  were  the  motives  which 
£j^  led  you  into  thb  qonsideration.    I  am  per- 


that  matt^,  will  be  found  jbo  easy  and  pracdca- 
ble,  and  so  titde  liable  to  any  objecdota,  that  it 
would  be  needless  in  me  to  take  op  your  dme 
in  eolaiging  tmonthat  head.  But  for  the  pe- 
nalties upon  false  return^  unless  they  are  se^ 
tied  on  tne  severest  and  most  rigorous  terms,  it 
will  be  in  vain  for  you  to  contend  with '  sfaerift 
and  returning  officers,  who,  instead  of  the 
people  in  whom  the  neht  is  and  ought  to  be 
lodged,  «vill  draw  the  muAe  power  of  elections 
into  their  own  hands,  and  therefore  they  ought 
to  e  btyed  up  to  sueh  strict  rples,  as  that  tbty 
shall  never  dafe,  upon  any  account  whatsoever 
to  depart  from  them,  much  less  to  be  subject 
to  those  sort  of  influences,  which,  of  all  others, 
YOU  have  most  reason  to  be  jealous  of.  We 
know  that  persons  heretofore  have  not  only 
bribed  the  returning  officer,  but  have  even  in- 
demnified him  agamst  the  whole  peualtyof 
500/.  rather  than  not  get  the  r^turn^  right  or 
wrong,  in  favour  of  themselves ;  depencmig,  I 
suppose,  upon  the  strength  and  partiality  of 
their  friends,  to  maihtain  them,  at  any  rate,  in 
the  unjustifiable  possession  of  a  seat  here; 
this  has  been  practised  upon  former  occasions, 
and  therefore  there  is  always  just  grounds  to 
suspect  it  will  be  attempted  again.  And  it  it 
now  come  to  such  a  pass,  tnat  if  you  were 
even  to  double  that  penalty,,  without  doing 
something  else,  I  am'afraid  it  would  have  litde 
or  no  effect  But  when  all  those  bonds  of  in- 
demnity are  declared  null  and  void,  whefi  the 
securities  usually  given  and  taken  upon  these 
occasions  are  wicrarawn,  they  may  then,  per-* 
haps,  be  deterred,  at  least  from  so  barefaced 
a  practice  of  these  arbitrary  and  illegal  pro- 
ceedings for  the  future.' 

^  Another  expedient  for  securing  the  iiree- 
dom  of  your  elections,  and  which,  I  think,  will 
more  effectually  contribute  towards  it,  than 
any  one  thing  whatsoever,  is  the  annuUing  the 
votes  of  those  swarms  of  officers  in  the  customs 
and  excise ;  thev  are  already  subjected  to  the 
penalty  of  lOOl.  if  they  shall  presume  to  in- 
termeddle; this  therefore  is  no  more  than  a 
natural  consequence,  and  a  necessanr  enforce- 
ment of  what  you  have  done  before.  The 
commissioners  themselves  of  those  branches  of 
the  revenue  have  been  for  some  time  under  a 
legal  incapacity  ofsitdng  here,  as  bein^  thought 
under  sqcb  strong  ties  and  influences,  in  regard 
to  their  employmcjuts.  as  were  inconsistent  with 
that  fireedom  with  which  men  ought  to  act  in 
parliament;  certainly  then  the  same  reason 
will  hold  good  as  to  the  votes  of  them  and 
their  inferior  officerSy  ^ecially  in  matters  that 
so  nearly  relate  to  it.  There  is  likewise  a  pro- 
viso, that  no  person  shall  be  capable  of  ^09- 
sessine  any  of  these  offices,  for  a  certain  time 
to  be  limited,  after  they  shall  have  tendered 
their  votes  in  any  election ;  and  the  reason  of 
thatis  very  plain:  without  it  alt  this  disabili^ 
would  signify  nothing ;  for  by  displacing  the^i 
just  to  serve  a  turn,  and  restoring  them  ^in 
immediately  after,  the  whole  force  ofthis  dause 
would  be  entirely  defeated. 

^^  I  make  no  doubt  bat  the  iuUatioo  wai  rtr^ 
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just  and  commendable  of  Uie  gentlemen  who 
*Droa|^t  in  the  Qualification  Act,  which  was 
certainly  designed  to  establish  a  landed  pro* 
J>erty  in  parliament,  without  which,  I  will 
Tenture  to  say,  it  will  be  impossible  you  should 
Jbe  safe ;  but  that  matter  stands  at  present  upon 
so  loose  Si  toot,  chat  I  am  afraid  it  has^hithe|^o 
heeo  of  very  iiule  use  or  service  to  you.  What 
depeadeitce,  for  instance,  can  you  have  upon 
a  man  wha.  has  no  more  than  300/.  a  year  in 
land,  or,  perhaps,  only  an  annuity  of  that 
value  for  life,  and  has  at  the  same  time  30  or 
40,0OQ/.  in  the  funds,  or  an  employment  of  2 
or  3,0OOZ.  a  year  civil  or  military  from  the 
cro^wn?  And  even  that  small  qualification  is  no 
otherwise  obligatory  i^>on  him,  but  merely  to 
Bwear  to  his  having  it,  if  it  be  required,  at  the 
time  of  his  election  ;  for  though  he  sells  it,  or 
othfirwise  divests  himself  of  it  immediately  af- 
ter, yet  it  remains  a  doubt,  whether,  by  so^ 
doing,  he  shall  vacate  Lis  seat  in  parliament. 
This  is  certainly  such  an  omission  as  requires  to 
lie  better  regulated  and  explained.  There  is 
likewise  a  saving  in  that  act  in  favour  of  eldest 
sons  of  peers,  and  the  same  for  these  of  com- 
moners of  600/.  a  year;  but  I  confess  I  am  at 
a  loss  to  find  out  upon  what  grounds  the  latter 
was  inserted,  unless  care  bad  been  taken  at 
the  same  time  to  have  obliged  the  father  or  the 
son- to  huve  proved  the  possession  of  such  an 
estate :  for  at  prct»ent,  let  the  circumstances  of 
tlie  family  be  what  they  will,  if  the  eldest  son 
can  procure  himself  to  be  elected,  I  cannot 
see  but  be  is  intitled  to  a  seat  here,  without  any 
farther  examination  whatsoever.  This  is  ano- 
ther defect  so  gross  in  your  former  act,  and' 
opens  a  back  door  to  so  many  persons,  so  in- 
tireljr  contrary  to  the  intent  and  meaning  of  it, 
that  it  very  well  Justifies  the  repeal  of  it  by  this, 
bill,  I  mean  so  mr  only  as  relates  to  the  eldest 
sons'ofcodimoners. 

"  Whether  the  House  will  be  willing  to 
enact  it  by  a  clause,  must  be  submitted  to 
them,  I  only  take  the  liberty  to  mention,  that 
k  were  very  much  to  be  wished,  that  gentlemen 
of  estates  and  families  in  the  country  would 
Heartily  unite  In  this  particular,  of  keeping  the 
elections  in  their  sereral  counties  among  them- 
selves; that  they  would  resolve  inviolably  to 
support  each  other's  interest  against  the  in- 
croachments  and  corrupt  applications  of 
strangers,  let  them  come  from  what  quarter 
they  will.  If  this  were  done,  it  >vould,  in  a 
great  measure,  put  an  end  to  those  dangerous 
and  infamous  practices  that  are  now  on  foot, 
and  we  might  hope  once  more  to  see  this  House 
filled  with  gentlemen  of  free  and  independent 
fortunes,  such  as  would  be  above  m.iking  their 
court  any  where  at  the  e^pence  of  their  coun- 
try, and  would  despise  all  manner  of  slavish 
concessions  to  men  in  power ;  ministers  would 
then  be  neither  able  to  screen  themselves,  or 
their  friends,  ai^ainst  your  inquines;  and  the 
boldest  and  most  enterprising  of  them  would  be 
made  to  tremble  at  the  apprehensions  of  your 
animadversions  upon  them;  nor  should  we 
then,  it  is  to  be  hoped;  sit  tamely  here,  and  see 


oar  country  harrassed  with  the  expeaots  off 
fruitless  expeditions  abroad,  and  wkk  the 
maintenance  of  a  standing  army  at  bome  dan* 
gerous  to  our  constitution  and  libeities. 

"  There  are  other  parts  of  tliis  biU,  wbkii  I 
had  like  to  have  omitted  to  have  spoken  to^ 
which  are  designed,  if  possible,  to  pat  a  stop 
to  that  torrent  of  bribery  and  cormptioD,  wbicli 
the  iniquity  of  the  times  has  let  in  upon  vod  ; 
aad  though  I  have  very  little  prospect  of  anj 
good  effect  that  way,  and  whatsoever  tbo  htm 
of  this  bill  may  be,  everj  gentlemao,  I  dare 
swear,  will  so.  far  agree,  that  some  naetiiod 
should  be  taken  to-  prevent  such  practices,  or 
the  kingdom  must  be  undone.  If  at  this  time 
you  had  men  at  the  head  of  your  admioistra- 
tion,  who  had  ever  been  charged  whh,  or  aoj 
way  convicted  of  such  crimes,  I  own  it  would  be 
i|^  vain  to  propose  this,  or  any  other  method,  to 
punish  and  discourage  it.  Were  it  possible  to 
believe,  that  the  influences  of  such  men  could 

f prevail  here,  or  in  any  other  branch  of  tbe 
egisJature,  it  would  then  be  no  wonder  to  see 
this  bill  miscarry,  or  to  hear  it  treated  as  a 
composition  of  absurdities,  or  as  a  violatioQ  of 
tbe  birthrights  of  great  numbers  of  his  migest^s 
best  subjects.  But  at  present  tbis  shall  be  no 
reason  with  me  to  anticipate  so  much  ill  fortune 
to  it,  since  it  is  plain  it  could  come  before  yoa 
with  no  other  view,  but  to  restore  the  freedooa 
and  honour  of  parliament,  to  rescoa  the  ligbts 
and  liberties  qf  our  country,  and  to  save,  if  it 
be  possible,  the  poor  remnant  of  oar  consti- 
tution. These  are  the  Coasiderations'  wbicli 
occur  to  me  in  favour  of  this  bill ;  aod  I  banH 
bly  move  you  that  it  may  be  committed.'' 

Accordingly  the  said  Bill  was  conuaitted  ts 
a  Committee  of  the  whole  House. 

Debate  in  the  Lords  on  a  Motion  Jbr  tke 
Imtructions  relating  to  the  British  Squti/dron$ 
sent  into  the  Baltic  far  several  years  past.] 
Jan.  25.  The  order  of  the  day,  for  tbe  House 
to  be  in  a  Committee  to  take  into  farther  con- 
sideration the  causes  of  contracting  so  lai]ge  a 
Navy  Debt ;  and  the  Instruction  to  the  said 
Committee  that  they  do,  in  the  first  place,  con- 
sider  of  the  occasion  of  that  part  of  the  said 
debt,  which  arises  from  having  employed  more 
men  in  the  sea  service  in  any  year,  than  were 
provided  for  by  parliament  mr  soch  year,  aad 
from  the  not  paying  off  all  the  seamen  at 
winter,  being  called  for,  a  motion  was  made, 
**  That  authentic  Copies  of  the  several  Trea« 
'^ies,  Instructions,  and  Orders,  relating  to  tbs 
British  squadrons  being  sent  into  the  Baltic, 
for  several  years  last  past,  be  laid  before  tbe 
Hou<)e,  that  the  true  occasion  of  that  part  of  the 
Navy  Debt,  which  the  Committee  is  instrocted 
to  consider  in  the  first  place,  may  better  ap» 
pear,  as  also,  that  the  Act  of  Settlement  bas 
t]ot  been  infringed  by  these  nortbera  expedi^ 
tions." 

Hereupon  a  debate  ensued,  wbereni  lord 
Bathurst  alledged.  That  the  immense  increase 
of  the  National  Debt  was  owiDg  to  tbe  great 
number  of  ships  that  buhbeen  tutployed  m  tbs 
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when  it  t>ecanie  necetnry^  as  we  apprebend^  to 
Qualify  the  Coiomhcee  of  the  whole  House  to 
do  the  work  appointed  hy  the  House. 

*•  4.  Because  the  great  increase  of  theNavy^ 
Debt  arose  from  the  frequent  sending  of  strong 
squadrons  to  the  Baltic,  and  continuing  them 
there  at  seasons  of  the  year  when  the  British 
fleet  has  seldom  heen  known  to  be  employed  so 
far  from  home,  and  in  so  rugged  a  climate;  and 
therefore  we  thought  it  .reasonable  to  expect 
the  fullest  satisfaction  in  our  inquiries  into  the 
grouAds  of  expeditions,  which  had  been  carried 
on  in  so  unusual,  expensive  and  hazardous  a 
manaer;  which  the  more  extraordinary  they 
were,  the  more  tliey  needed,  in  every  respect, 
to  be  cleared  and  justified,  that  misapprehen- 
sions prevailing  without  doors,  in  relation  to 
these  Northern  transactions,  might  be  rectified, 
and  such  precedents  might  not  remain  without 
the  reasons  on  which  they  were  founded ; 
whereas  we  are  now  apprehe^isive,  that  any 
resolutions  on  this  head  may  lose  much  of  their 
weight  and  influence,  should  they  be  known  to 
have  been  framed  upon  the  facts  barely  asserted 
by  the  ministers,  without  evidence  of  any  sort 
to  prove  the  truth  of  those  fac's. 

**  5.  Because  one  great  view  we  had  in  our 
motion  for  those  papers  was  to  satisfy  our* 
selves  and  others,  that  the  Act  of  Settlement  had 
been  uo  ways  infringed  by  those  Northern  ex- 
peditious ;  a  point  of  the  utmost  consequence 
to  the  present  establishment,  and  on  which 
therefore  all  our  care  and  circumspection  ought 
to  be  employed:  It  is  the  birthright  of  the 
peerage,  as  to  concur  in  the  enacting  all  laws, 
so  to  inquire  into  the  observation  of  them;  and 
the  more  momentous  the.Iaw  is,  the  more  it  be- 
comes us  to  consider  how  far  it  hath  or  hath 
not  been  violated  ;  and  one  great  inducement 
to  our  inquiry  into  the  observation  of  that  law, 
was  the  jealousy  entertained  (as  we  conceive) 
on  that  head,  by  many  of  his  majesty's  good  sub- 
jects, observing  that  the  war  in  the  North 
ended  at  last  in  a  peace,  which  stripped 
Sweden  of  all  its  best  provinces,  and  confirmed 
the  acquisition  of  them  to  the  several  Northern 
powers  concerned,  without  any  particular  ad- 
vantage, that  we  hear  of,  strpufatedio  behalf  of 
GreatpBritain,  besides  that  of  a  new  guarantee 
for  the  Protestant  succession  :  A  sight  of  the 
said  treaties,  instructions  and  orders  might 
perhaps  have  dispelled  these  apprehensions; 
and  therefore  we  thouglit  it  our  duty  to  move 
for  them,  and  to  express  our  concern  that  such 
a  motion  was  over-ruled ;  for  we  cannot  think 
the  argtmient  used  to  disconrag^  us  from  insist- 
ing on  that  motion  (that  it  amounted  to  an  in- 
quiry whether  the  King  had  broke  his  Corona- 
tion oath)  was  consistent  with  the  freedom  of 
Parliamentary  Debates,  or  agreeable  to  the 
known  roles  of  our  constkotion,  which  firee  the 
crown  from  all  blamt,  and  suppose  those  only 
who  give  pernicious  counsels  answerable  for  the 
fatal  eflPects  of  them. — -rCSigned,)  W.  Ebor*, 
Boyle,  Foley,  Weston,  Bristol,  St.  Jolm 
de  Bletsbo,  Montjoy,  Biiigley,  Scnrs- 
dale,    Aberdeen,  Cottpton^  Fr,  Cee* 


Baltic  and  Mediterranean  ;  the  great  numbers 
of  seamen  in  those  ships,  and  the  keeping  those 
sewnen  in  pay  during  the  winter  season ;  con- 
cluding, that,  in  his  opinion,  those'cxtraordi- 
nary  eiperices  were  not  necessary  for  che 
serWce  of  Great  Britain.  His  lordship  was 
eapported  by  the  lord  North  and  Grey,  the 
earl  Cowper,  the  earl  of  Strafford,  the  bbhop 
of  Kochester,  the  lord  Trevor,  and  the  earl 
Coningsby :  but  thev  were  opposed  by  the  earl 
of  Soc^enand,  lord  Townsend,  duke  of  Argyle, 
earl  of  Hay,  and  the  duke  of  Newcastle. 

Prottit  agwut  rejecting  it,"]  The  question 
being  put,  it  was.resoived  in  tlie  negative. 

**  Dissentieot' 

^  1.  Because  tt  being  yw  admitted  by  the 
House,  in  the  instruction  given  to  the  Com- 
intttee,  that  the  Navy-Debt  was  increased  by 
employing  more  men  in  the  sen-service  yearly 
'  tbaifi  were  provided  for  by  parliament,  and  by 
the  not  paying  them  off*  in  the  winter ;  the  in- 
teocton  of  the  House  in  that  instruction  must, 
jo  our  opinion,  manifestly  be  to  direct  the  Com- 
nutcee  to  inquire  into  the  true  occasion  and 
reaaonableness  of  those  services,  by  which  the 
Navj-Debt  was  increased ;  and  that  end  could 
not,  we  think,  be  any  ways  attained  without  a 
sqgfat  of  those  treaties,  iustructions  and  orders, 
upon  winch  those  services  were  founded,  since 
the  considering  the  occasion  of  an  extraordinary 
acknowledged  expence  must,  we  conceive,  im- 
ply en  inquiry  into  the  true  causes  for  which 
such  an  expence  was  made ;  we  did  therefore 
think  it  necessary  to  desire  copies  of  the  trea- 
ties, instructions  and  orders  relating  to  the  se- 
veral Baltic  expeditions,  because  without  them 
we  conld  not  possibly  learn  the  true  reasons  of 
those  expeditions;  and  it  seemed  to  us  incon- 
gruous that  the  House  should  direct  an  inquiry, 
and  not  contribute  to  it,  by  directing  also  those 
materials  to  be  Imd  before  the  Committee, 
^rhich  alone  could  render  such  an  inquiry  ef- 
fiectoal. 

♦*  2.  Because  the  want  of  such  authentic 
papers  and  instructions  could  no  ways,  we  think, 
oe  sopplied  by  any  verbal  representations,  that 
migbft  DC  made  by  lords  in  the  minis  j'y,  as  facts 
occurred  to  their  memory  in  the* debate;  this 
being  no  sufficient  foundation  for  any  parlia- 
mentary inquiry,  much  less  for  such  a  one  as 
tends  to  approve,  excuse,  or  blame  the  mea- 
sures of  those  in  power ;  since  we  cannot  think 
it  suitable  either  to  the  rules  o^  reason  or  the 
digpity  of  this  House,  to  proceed  to  resolutions 
relatinit  to  the  conduct  of  ministers  upon  facts 
stated  by  the  ministers  themselves. 

**  3.  Because  motions  for  sueh  papers  and  in- 
stmmeots  have  been  frequently  made  and  com- 
plied with,  nor  bath  any  such  motion  ever  (as 
far  at  we  can  learn)  till  of  late  been  refused ; 
the  only  paper  included  in  the  general  motion 
that  we  tlionght  any  ways  douhlful  whether  we 
abould  obtain,  was  the  lord  Carteret's  instruc- 
tions, which  was  moved  fbr  before,  in  this  ses- 
sion, without  tucoess;  however,  we  ha9  hopes 
ef  pieveiliDS  even  fbr  a  6%ht  of  that  paper, 
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to  the  evideQce  pointed  at,  we  could  ivish  tbat 
the  growth  of  the  Nayj-Debt  had  beeu  explained 
anojustified  by  an  inquiry  into  the  ends  and 
reasons  for  which  it  was  contracted ;  but  tLU 
way  not  being  taken  nor  being  possible 
to  be  taken,  till  the  treaties^  instructions 
and  orders  requisite  to  this  purpose  are 
product d,  ^e  know  not  in  what  sense  either 
those  searservices,  or  that  great  NaTy-Dehl 
they  caused^  may  be  said  to  have  been  ap- 
proved by  this  or  the  other  House  of  Farlia- 
ment. 

,  3.  "  But  had  we  been  duly  informed  of  the 
•tme  motires  upon  which  those  services  were 
undertaken,  and  thereby  enabled  to  jinlp  of 
their  reasonableness,  (as,  we  think,  we  m  do 
degree  were)  yet  we  still  must  be  of  opinion,* 
that  (hose  consideraBons, how  important  soever, 
would  not  have  justified  the  exceeding  the 
Clumber  of  meo  asked  of  and  allowed  by  par- 
liament, which  nothing  but  absolate  and  un- 
foreseen necessity  can  ever  excuse  ;  whereas 
the  occasions  of  these  extraordinary  expences 
were  foreseen^  and  the  fleets  w:ere  sent  oitf 
for  many  years  successively,  (Uie  parliament 
sitting)  without  any  previous  demands  made  of 
such  supplies  as  were  proportioned  to  the  ex- 
pcnce  intended ;  and  we  are  further  of  opinioo, 
that  whenever  such  a  debt  is  unavoidably  in- 
curred, it  should  be  especially  stated  to  the  par- 
liament, together  with  the  necessity  that  occa> 
•ioned  it,  at  their  next  assembling,  that  the  excntf 
may  be  then  either  allowed  or  censured,  and  the 
exceedipgs  provided  for  in  time,  io^ad  of 
being  offered  to  run  on  lor  many  years  together, 
tiH  an  insupportable  debtiscontracted,  without 
any  other  notice  tjdLen  of  the  rea^oa  of  its 
ip^wth,  than  the  layins  annually  a  general  stale 
of  thf  debt  on  the  table  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. This  we  conceive  to  have  been  the  casc> 
and,  if  it  be,  we  think,  we  do  not  eiT  in  affirm* 
ing,  that  had  the  services  appeared  to  have  been 
necessary,  vet  this  manner  of  increasing  tht 
debt  would  not  have  been  warranted. 

4.  **  Neither  can  we  ^ppreheud^  how  the 
safety  of  the  kingdom  depfended  upon  those  ex- 
traordinai7  lervicesy  some  of  which  were  per- 
formed in  the  Mediterranean,  others  in  tlieBalr 
jkic^  a^funst  powecs  not  at  enmity  with  Great- 
jBntauiy  whose  friendship  (it  seems  to  us)  we 
j^iottid  jrather  have  cultivatea,and  whose  resent- 
ments we  had,  and  still  have  (we  fear)  reason 
^apprehend :  we  camufthut  think  it  the  true 
interest  of  Greatr-Bcit^in,  to  int^rn(ieddle  as 
Uttle  as  is  possible  in  the  quarrels  of  Buro^  ; 
and  then,  by  .our  good  offices  chi^^,  withoot 
declaring  any  resolution  to  support  oor  media- 
j^^^£i^ce,or  making  our^lyea  either  prin- 
cipals or  parties  in  wars  that  do  not  ^Aiinedi- 
Jltely^^^rn  us.  We  look  upon  our  navr 
(t|^  «a^un4  ^ecitfity  pf  ctjar  IsUmkI)  as  t^  ;»i^ 
haaardejdy  and  siwe^cbief  branches  of  ov.tKMe 
as  highly  e^44^9g|Bred,  by  the  con}ie<||iienffs  cjf 
th«^  i^emota^xp^ditiony;  nqr  ai»  ^e  yet  ^ 
tisfied,  that  the  yea^  pf  4v  ipf^M^  1^ 
fiODcluded  in  theNol;t^,  kaJt)tk  po^  made  jtht 
gitQvi/^QfkQiiiwai  jStpre»  %r  pof  fyfji  .^o^ 

Mgitized  by  V 


Fr.  Baffen',  Guilford,  Straf- 
ford, North  a&d  Grey,  Uxbridge,  Ayles- 
ford,  Goweri  Bathurst,  Trevor,  Cow- 
par." 

ileso/a/ions  of  the  Lords  touching  the  Navy^ 
PebtJ]  Then  the  House,  according  to  order, 
yvas  adjourned  during  pleasure,  ami  put  into 
the  said  Committee:  And  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  House  was  resumed,  and  the 
earl  of  Clarendon  reported  the  two  ibllowiug 
Kesolutions: 

**  1 .  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee, 
that  the  employing  great' numbers  of  seamen  for 
several  years  last  past,  more  than  were  provided 
fnr  by  parliament,  nnd  thereby  increasing  the 
Debt  of  the  Navy,  was  occasioned  by  services 
«vhich  either  were  pursuant  to  the  previous  ad- 
vice, or  had  the  subsequent  approbation  of  one 
or  both  Houses  of  parliament,  and  which  were 
al^  neccissary  for  the  safety  of  the  kingdom, 
and  the  tranqniUity  of  Europe. 

^  S.  That  the  nature  of  tne  safd  services  ne* 
eessarily  requiring  son^e'  of  his  majesty's 
squadrons  to  be  kept  out  the  whole  year,  and 
detaining  Qtherd  abroad  till  the  months  of  No- 
vember or  December ;  and  it  being  requisite  to 
fit  out  the  said  S(]u^rons  in  the  mon^  of  Fe- 
bruary or  the  begmning  of  March,  in  order  to 
their  sailing  earlv  in  the  spring,  the  paying 
there  off,  upon  their  return,  was  inconsistent 
with  the  due  performance  of  those  services  i 
nor  could  the  saving  (if  any)  by  such  payment 
have  in  any  decree  made  amends  for  the  ill  con- 
sequences which  must  thereby  have  arisen 
from  the  disappointment  to  the  service.'^ 

Protest  agavfut  the  jint  ResduHom^l  The 
first  of  the  said  Eesolntions  being  read  aiecond 
time,  the  question  was  (Hit,  whether  to  agree 
with  the  Committee  in  diis  Resohidon  ?  It  was 
resolved  in  the  Affirmative: 
^  Dissentient 

^  1.  because  this  resolution  p^qms  to  dash 
with  the  instruction  from  vtoice  it  sprung, 
which  was  to  consider  the  occasion  of  the  in- 
crease of  tha  Navy-Debt  that  arose  from  em- 
ployjqg  moiie  saen  ia  the  searser^ice  than  were 
provided  for  ^y  parliament ;  whereas  from  the 
r/Bsolution  it  appean  only,  that  ihe  services  oc- 
casioned the  aebt,  not  what  rea)  occasion  or 
reason  there  was  for  those  serjirices,  which  yet 
was  the  point  wa  suppose  chie^^  in  view,  fmd 
most  worthy  of  a  ploiiavientfl^y  ^nqpry. 

"  e.  Because,  those  services  ase,  in  (hisre^ 
httion,  supposed  to  be  jostiled  hy  the  previous 
advice  or  subsequent  approbation  of  one  or  both 
IXoasas  of  Parliament  s  whereas  it  did  inet  any 
ytixy  appear  to  us  that  either  Hoa^  of  Parlia^ 
«ient  bad  'pre«doQsly>  advised,  or  subsequently 
improved  such  services,  thop^  the  vouohers  in 
that  BOHMCt  were  ofC^  and  eaimestly  esquired ; 
Bor  dnth  it  appear -to  110^  hoi^  th«t  assertion  is 
warranted,  either  by.  general  expressions  in 
yatas  and  ad4«9S9as,  or  by  a  state  of  4l)e  Navy. 
Debt  oommiiaifated  every  year  io  the  parlia^ 
i«9i^f  «ndMMHaihcil|ii»giMUia  Jte4«rk,a8 


57]    PARL.  HISrrOItT,  8  GtORdv  L  li22.'^Ikbait  emeermng  the  Itacy  JkU.    {99^ 


recflfHous  than  formerly,  tbdngb  on  that  single 
idde  tbersafety  of  the  kingdon^  may  possibly 
ep'end  ;  nor  can  we  judge  the  present  tran- 
Dillity  likely  to  last,  smce  after  all  oar  expence 
lie  late  Northern  Peace  hath  reduced  Sweden 
n  low,  and  left  the  Czar  in  the  possession  of 
ach  provinces  as  may  render  him  yery  ibrmi- 
able ;  and  what  matters  may  still  remahi  wi* 
dju»ted  in  treaties,  whereby  the  present  trail* 
utility  may  soon  be  di^nrbed,  wc  cannot  de> 
»miiaey  since  we  have  not  been  indnlged  in 
or  desire  of  inspecting  into  those  treaties. 

(Signed)    W.  Ebor',  Aylesford,    Foley, 

S»rsdale,  Trevor,  Aberdeen,  St.  John 
de  Bleuho,  Strafford,  North  and  Grey, 
Fr.  Roffen',  Gower,  Fran.  Cestriens', 
Bojfle,  Bathnrst,  Bristol,  Weston,  Us- 
bridge,  Cowper,  Gniifbrd,  Compton, 
Bingley.*^ 

ProfesI  agamsi  the  seamd  RmlutianA  Thao 
be  other  Resolation  being  likewise  lead  a  sa- 
ood  time,  the  question  was  put,  whether  to 
gree  with  the  Committee  in  the  said  Resolation ; 
;  was  resolved  in  the  affinnative. 
« Dissentient^  ' 

1.  ^  Because  that  part  of  die  qoestioo  whieb 
oncems  snch  of  his  majesty's  ships,  as  are' 
aid,  bat  not  proved,  So  have  been  neicessarily 
ept  out  the  whole  yeai^  has  not  the  least  re- 
ition,  as  we  conceive,  to  any  thing  that  has  been 
et  objected  to ;  which  was  t^  not  paying 
bips  that  came  home  befi>re  winter,  and  oogbt, 
>7  tbe  antient  usage  of  the  navy,  to  have  been 
«id  off,  and  therdbre,  we  cannot  but  tbink, 
ras  very  improperly  made  put  of  ^question. 

3.  **  Because  it  being  admitted  in  the  qoes- 
ion,  that  the  ancient  usage  of  the  navy  was, 
bat  all  ships,  when  they  returned  borne  from 
heir  several  voyages^  should  not  be  kept  in  pay 
luring  the  winter^  (as  was  tha  case  of  the  late 
^fdtic  squadrons  for  some  years  past)  and  it  not 
laving  been  made  apnear,  as  we  think,  in  a 
»arliamentary  way,  tiiat  oy  any  treaty  with 
l^eden  it  was  necessary  to  send  ships  sooner 
(1  any  year,  than  might  have  been  consistent 
rith  the  said  antient  usage,  we  are  of  opinion, 
hat  the  resolution  will  enc6urage  the  practice 
oroplained  of,  and'wiU  greatly  contribute  to 
iiake  fleets,  so  much  the  honour  and  security 
f  this  kingdom,  too  chargeable  to  be  sup- 
»orted. 

9.  *'  Because  we  cannot  but  be  surprized, 
bat  there  should  be  the  least  doubt,  as  in  the 
uestion,  whether'any  money  mieht  have  been 
aved  by  paying  off  the  men,  when  it  appears 
•y  a  paper  upon  the  table,  that  several  ship's 
umpanies,  |amouniin^  to  many  thousands  of 
aen,  have  been  kept  in  pay  during  tbe  winter, 
rhich  expence,  we  cannot  but  think,  ought  to 
lave  been  avoided,  it  appearing  from  other  pa- 
pers and  representations  upon  tbe  table,  tnat 
y  paying  the  men  off,  more  than  five  parts  in 
iz  of  the  whole  charge  of  those  men,  during  the 
winter,  had  htca  sav^  to  die  pnblic. 

4.  **  Because  a  resohirion  of  this  House,  that 
tens  to  OQuntenancc  a  practice  of  this  sort;  (at  , 


a  time,  when  evert  way  of  meeting  tooney  at  the 

expence' of  the  public,  ii  found  to  be  less  in 

peopfe's  thoughts  than  formerly)  may  probably 

encourage  those,  who  shall  have  opportunity  in 

future  times,  too  readily  to  contribute  towards 

theencreade  ofNavy-Oebts,  though  they  are 

attended  with  so  many  ill  consequences,  that 

his  maiesty,in  a  most  gracious  speech  fromthd 

throne,  has  very  lately  been  pleased  to  say,  they 

do  not  only  affect  all  public  credit,  but  greatly 

increase  the  charge  and  expence  of  the  Current 

service,  and  are,  of  all  others,  the  most  heavy 

and  burthensome.— ^ — (Signed)  W.  Ebor*,  Cow- 

per,  Trevor,  North  and  Grey,  Weston, 

Compton,  Uxbridge,  Strafford,  Bristol, 

Aylesfbrd,   Guilford,  Bojle,  F.    Roffen. 

Bathurst,  Scarsdale,   Gower,   F.  Ces- 

triens.    Aberdeen,  Foley,  St.  John  de 

Bletsoe." 

IMate  In  ike  Lonk  •»  the  MeHan,  Thmt 
VieiualUng  theSh^  abroadknu  oatf  COtue  of  the 
Increau  qt  the  Nanpy^Debt,]  Febraaty  1.  Tbe 
Lords,  in  a  crand  committee^  resumed  the  con* 
sideration  of  (he  Navy-Debt;  and  the  debate 
was  opened  bv 

The  £ari  of  U^pbridge  oSoviug,  That  sooM 
Accotmts  aikl  Orders,  relating  to  the  Vietual^ 
Hog,  when  the  fleets  w^re  in  the  Baltic  and 
Mediterranean,  inight  be  read.  After  the  read* 
ing  of  those  papers,  his  lordship  endeavoured  to 
shew.  That  one  occasion  of  tbe  increase  of  the 
Navy-Debt,  was  the  shifls  being  vietooUed 
abroad,  by  the  commanders,  and  aot  by  the 
proper  officers  of  die  Vietualling  Office,  who  < 
are  cheques  4ipon  one  another  $  whereas  the 
other  way  there  might  be  great  abases,  by  oeis^ 
manders  diarging  more  to  the  government  for 
the  provisions,  than  they  really  cost. 

TDe  Lord  Tarringt<m  thinking  himself  re» 
fleeted  upea,  as  he  was  commander  in  ^efia 
tbe  M^iterranean,  endeavoured  to  jasti% 
himself  fh>m  any  imputation  of  that  natun, 
and  among'other  dnn^  alledged.  That  previ- 
sions were  much  dearer  there  than  In  Bnglond; 
that  it  was  impossible  to  carty  snch  quantities 
from  hence,  as  would  serve  for  any  long-  tiaie{ 
and  therefore  tbey  are  obliged  to4>uy  tbem  them 
at  any  rate." 

His.Lorcbhip  was  supported  by  the  lonl 
Townshend  and  the  earl  of  Bay ;  tmd  though 
the  earl  Cowper,  the  lord  Botluirst,*  the  earl  of 
Strafford,  and  the  earl  Coningsby  badud  the 
earl  of  Uxbridge,  yet  die  qaestioa  being  put, 
*<  That  the  Victualling  his  majesty's  ships  by  any 
other  than  the  VictinUers  appointed  for  that 
service,  is  contrary  to  tbe  course  of  the  navy, 
and  by  taking  away  the  proper  cbeqves,  is  one 
great  cause  ot*  contracting  so  large  a  Navyh 
Debt  :*'  it  was  resolved  in  the  negotiw  witmt 
dividing. 

Protest  against  rejecUttg  it,]  '^Dissentient 
1.  <<  Because  it  being  unqnestionaUy  th6 
lincient  conrseof  the  Navy  to  yictual  alibis 
majesty's  ships  by  tbe  comriiissioners  of  the 
Vjctoailing  or  their  agents,  unless  in  cases  of  ne^ 
cessity;  imd H appearing  to  us^  byapaperr«* 


tarnod  hdom  thk  Hcmw  Iroiii  Ibe  Viceoalliiif- 
•Office,  tbmt  maoy  ships  mod  sqnadroos  of  ships 
have  of  late  years  been  Tictiiailed  bjr  the  com- 
maoderti  lerj  few  of  which  were  so  victoalled 
bj  aoy  order,  and  amoucst  those  maoj  instances 
a  few  oalj  were  excused,  because  there  were  do 
agents  for  the  Victualling-Office,  nor  anj  stores 
in  the  places  where  the  ships  then  were ;  we 
think  it  reasonable  to  conclude  that  all  the  se- 
▼eral  victualUo^  in  the  said  paper  contained 
bein;;  much  the  greater  number,  which  were  nei- 
tlier  escused  th^in,  nor  said  to  be  ordered, 
were  so  provided  without  any  order  or  excuse 
whatsoever ;  and  coosequenily  were  a  needless 
breach  of  the  said  good  course  of  the  navj,  and 
by  taking  away  the  proper  check  made  to  save 
the  public  money  most,  in  ouc  opinion,  necessa- 
rOy  have  been  oue  of  the  occasions  of  the  in- 
crease of  the  Navy  Debt. 

2.  **  We  cannot  but  observe,  that  if  the  said 
excuse  bad  (in  the  paper  above-mentioned) 
been  applied  to  all  the  several  instances  there 
of  victualling,  io  a  manner  contrary  to  the  course 
of  the  navy,  yet  it  had  been  insufficient,  since 
it  is  not  ailedged  that  agents  for  the  viotoalliog 
and  stores  might  not  have  been  timely  had  in 
the  places  wMre  the  ships  were  victualled,  if 
dum  notice  had  been  given,  to  the  commissioners 
of  the  Victualling,  and  proper  precautions  and 
•ndeavoart  had  biea  used  to  that  end. 

3.  **  We  cannot  but  think,  that  carryrog  this 
question  in  ibe  negative  will  undoubtedly  en- 
courage this  breach  •£  the  course  of  the.  navy, 
as  it  is  acknowledged  to  be,  and  in  consequence 
put  it  into  the  power  of  every  admiral  or  com- 
mander in  chief  of  any  squadron,  and  every 
cammander  of  a  particular  ship,  not  only  to 
furnish  such  provisions,  both  in  quantity  and 
quality,  as  ihey  shall  think  ht,  but  by  letting 
&t  men  ^o  on  shore  when  in  port,  on  pretence 
4>fsupplymg  provisions,  leave  a  charge  on  the 
public  for  want  of  the  proper  check,  though  to 
Ibe  detriment  of  the  sea  service. 

4.  **  Because  by  thu  leave  given  to  the  com- 
manders on  the  head  of  victualling  they  have  it 
in  their  power  (through  the  want  of  the  sKid 
true  and  ancient  check)  to  bring  a  very  great 
charge  upon  the  bead  of  wages,  which  must 
undoubtedly,  as  we  apprehend,  occasion  a  great 
iraste  of  the  public  treasure,  and  consequently 
an  increa^  of  the  Navy-Debt. 

5.  "  Because,  we  think,  that  to  suppose  the 
commander  of  anj  sqtiadron  or  ship  will'  not, 
when  it  b  so  entirely  in  his  power,  do  what 
•hall  be  for  his  interest,  is  to  believe  hira  less  in- 
clined to  his  interest  than  the  geoerahty  of  his 
fellow-subjects  on  shore. 

6.  **  Because,  we  believe,  if  this  House  will 
not  discourage  taking  away  proper  checks,  till 
proof  had  (as  urged  in  the  debate)  of  what  had 
been  got  by  individuals  for  want  of  those 
checks,  the  delay  and  difficulties  attending  such 
an.  inquiry  will  probably  hinder  any  discourage- 
meot  being  given  to  *«^uch  practices,  which  are 
allowed  to  be  contrary  to  the  standing  in- 
structions to  the  commissioners  of  the  Viotu- 
alliog,  aud  to  the  commanders  of  his  majesty's 
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^^.-r^SigmU^  ^.  Ebor',  Northland 
Grey,  Coropton,  Boyle,  St.  John  de 
Bletsoe,  Bat  hurst,  Scarvlale,  Trevor, 
Stra6fbrd,  Craven,  Guildford,  Biugltj, 
Litchfield,  Aylesfbrd,  Bristol,  Usbrvige^ 
Cowper." 

Protat  on  ttfiuing  to  adjomrm  mhem  the 
Lord  Ckmuellar  came  hie  to  ihe  fl.mjr.]  Feb. 
3.  The  Lord  Chancellor  not  coming  to  ibt 
House  till  the  Lords  had  been  met  above  two 
hours,  and  not  having  sent  to  the  lord  chief 
justice  Kiog^  whom  hu  majesty,  by  letters  pa- 
tent under  the  great  seal,  entered  in  the  journal, 
had  authorised  to  supply  the  place  of  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  in  his  lordship's  absence. 

Earl  Onoper  moved.  That  in  order  to  go 
upon  the  business  of  the  dny,  they  should  pro- 
ceed to  the  choice  of  a  Speaker,  pro  interim  ; 
and  the  dukes  of  Somerset  and  Kingston  were 
named,  but  these  going  out  of  the  House  to 
avoid  it,  the  lord  L«cbmere  was  named  next, 
and  like  to  be  chosen  ;  while  this  matter  was 
debating. 

The-  Xord  Chsncellor  came  in,  and 
ing  some  uneasiness  among  the  Lords, 
ed  the  House,  **  That  he,  having  been  sum- 
moned to  attend  his  majesty  at  St.  James^  had 
accordingly  waited  upon  his  majesty  tbeie^ 
where  he  was  detained,  Itnger  than  he  could  I 
foresee,  by  his  majesty's  oimoumd  ;  aad  that 
as  soon  as  he  was  at  liberty^  be  came  hither 
with  the  utmost  expedition ;  and  asked  pasdoa 
for  his  stay  of  the  Lords,  who  had  been  so  long 
kept  in  expectation  of  him."       ,  | 

Several  lords  would  not  admit  of  that  excuse, 
but  suggested,  That  the  House  of  PeerSy  beine 
the  greatest  council  in  the  kingdom,  to  which 
all  other  councils  ought  to  gi?e  way,  ought  not 
to  be  made  to  wait  on  any  aocooot ;  aod 
therefore  moved,  That,  in  order  to  shew  their 
resentment,  the  House  should  adjourn,  to  the 
Monday  following ;  but  the  question  being  pot 
thereupon,  was  carnied  In  the .  negative,  by 
49  voices  against  31. 

Hereupon  the  ibllowiug  Protest  was  entered  • 

'*  Dissentient' 
"  1.  Because  the  House  staodins  adjourned 
to  this  day  at  eleven  o'clock,  and  a  great  nom* 
ber  of  lords  being  met,  nnd  expecting  the  com- 
ing of  their  S'peaker  till  near  three  o'clock,  they 
seemed  to  us  generally  to  resent  this  usage, 
and  without  any  dissent,  that  we  could  perceive, 
proceeded,  according  to  the  standing  order  of 
this  House,  towards  chusing^a  Speaker;  but 
meeting  with  some  difi^cuUies  as  to  the  persons 
nominated,  the  Lord  Chancelbr  came  before 
any  choice  made  ;  and  as  soon  as  the  House 
was  sat,  the  Lord  Chancellor  ailedged,  arthe 
reason  of  his  long  absence,  that  he  bad  t>eeQ 
summoi;ed  to  attend  his  majesty  at  St.  James^ 
where  the  business  had  lasted  much  longer 
than  was  expected  ;  which  excuse,  though  it 
might  in  great  roeasur^free  the  Lord  Chancellor 
from  the  imputation  of  wilful  neglect  of  duty, 
^et  it  seemed  to  os  in  no  degree  to  justify  the 
mdignity  which, we  think  was  upon  cfa«  wholt 
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latter  done  to  the  House,  which  is  undouht- 
dly  ■  the  greatest  council  in  tbe  kingdom,  to 
rhich  all  other  counciU  ought  logive  way,  and 
ot  that  to  any  othef ;  and  therefore  the  bu- 
iness  of  any  other  council  ought  not  to  have 
euined  the  Speaker  of  this  House  after  the 
our  appointed  for  its  meeting,  and  during  the 
me  of  the  day  the  House  has  usually  of  late 
pent  in  business ;  and  therefore  J^e,  thought 
lie  least  resentment  the  House  could  shew  on 
liis  occasion,  to  prevent  its  being  used  so  for 
be  future,  was  to  ac^oum  without  entering  on 
ny  business  ;  and  this  the  rather,  because  we 
^resaw  it  could  not  obstruct  any  public  af- 
lirs,  since  the  time  was  so  far  spent,  as  that 
o  business  of  consequence  could  well  have 
een  gone  through  with  effect,  though  entered 
pon. 

'*2.  As  we  may  venture  to  say,  that  the 

ignity  of  this  House  has  not  been   of  late 

ears  increasing,  so  we  are  unwilling  that  any 

biog,  we  conceive  to  be  a  gross  ne^ect  of  it, 

fiould  pass  without  some  note  on  our  records, 

liat  we  were  sensible  of  such  neglect,  and  di<( 

ot  approve  it ;  which  we  thought  would  have 

een  in  some  measure  attained  by  ap  immc- 

iate  adjournment,  nor  was  any  other  method 

roposed  ;  and  since  that  coulcl  not  be  effected 

re  enter  this  dissent,  with  our  Reasons,  that  it 

lay  appear  to  posterity   we  were  zealous  to 

dthstand,  in  a  manner  proposed,  the   further 

•rogressof  a  bracticeso  mjurious,  as  we  con- 

eive,  to  the  honour  and  authority  of  this  su- 

•reme  council. — (Signed J  W.  Ebor'yUx  bridge, 

Weston,     Boyle,    Cowper,    Somerset, 

Scarsdale,  Bingley,  Maynard,  Guilford, 

North  and  Grey,  Litclifield,  Bathurst, 

Osborne,  Strafford,    Craven,  Montjoy, 

Trevor,    Ashburohani,  Bristol,    Foley, 

St.  John  de  Bletsoe,  Fran.  Cestriens', 

Aberdeen,  Compton.*' 

Sir  John  Cope  charges  Mr,  Baron  Page  zrilh 
ndearoourinfi^  to  corrupt  the  Boroush  of  Ban- 
ury.J  February  1,  Sir  John  Cope,  hart, 
lembcr  forTavistock,charged  sir  Francis  Page,"* 

■    ■        ^..111.         I    -I  t      r 

*  This  was  the  notorious  Judge  Page  so  re- 
eiitedly  mentioned  by  Pope: 

^  Morality,  by  her  false  guardians  drawn, 
<*  Chicane  in  furs,  and  Casuistry  in  lawn, 
**  Gasps,  as  they  straiten  at  «ach  end  the 

"  cord, 
^*  And  dies,  when  Dullness  gives  her  Page  the 

••  word : 

*^  Slander  or  poison  dread  from  Delia^s  rage, 
**  Hard  words  or  hanging,  if  your  Judge  be 
"  Page." 

**  There  was  a  judge  of  this  name,  always 
^ady  to  hang  any  man  that  came  in  hb  way, 
f  woich  he  was  suffered  to  give  a  hundred 
liaerable  examples  during  a  long  life^  even  to 
is  dotoge,*'— Pope. 

*<  In  the  early  editiohs  of  Pope's  Works,  % 
bilk  «ras  left  for  the  word  Pagey  in  the  above 
\9L.  VIL 


one  of  the  barons  of  tbe  Exchequer,  with  en^ 
deavouring  to  corrupt  the  borough  of  Banbur]i 
in  the  coun^  of  Oxon,'in  order  to  procure  sir 
William  Codriogtoo  to  be  chosen  a  representa- 
tive for  the  aaid  borough  in  the  eosumg  elec* 
tioo.  .  The  sum  of  this  Charve  was,  that  Mr. 
Baron  Page  had  not  only  offered  to  the  said 
Corporation  to  firgive  them  six  or  seven  hnn* 
dred  pounds,  they  owed  him  for  their  new  char- 
ter, but  likewise  to  give  them  another  large  sunt 
in  ready  money,  which  bir  John  Cope  having 
offered  to  prove  by  undeniable  evidence,  set 
the  whole  House  into  a  flame ;  and  some  menH 
hers  were  for  censuring  the  Baron  immediate* 
ly ;  but 

Mr.  Robert  Walpole  moderated  that  heat, 
representing,  <'  That  it  was  unreasonable  to  at* 
raign,  condemn,  and  censure  a  man,  espectalljp 
one  in  so  eminent  a  station,  before  they  heard 
what  he  had  tesay  in  his  own  vindication ;  and 
besides,  that  it  would  look  like  prejudging  the 
merits  of  the  election  of  that  borough ;  and 
therefore  he  was  of  opinion,  they  ought  not  to 
take  any  notice  of  that  Complaint,  until  th« 
election  was  over,  and  then,  if  any  tl^g  of  that 
nature  appeared,  the  House  might  proceed  to 
censure  as  they  slx>uld  think  fir.** 

He  was  supported  by  several  other  membert 
of  the  Court-Party,  who  alledged,  That  when 
they  should  hear  what  Mr.  Baron  Page  bad  to 
say  for  himself,  the  matter  miglit  appear  quite 
otherwise;  and  that  the  gentleman  who  ao- 
cused  him,  might  be  either  misinformed,  or 
imposed  upon.  Hereupon  the  matter  of  the 
said  Charge  was  ordered  to  be  heard  at  the 
bar  of  the  Honse  the  ISth. 

Feb.  S.  Ordered*  That  the  Cooplaint  made 
yesterday,  by  sir  John  Cope,  hart,  a  member  of 
this  House,  afiainst  Mr.  Baron  Page,  be  by  hin^ 
put  into  writing,  and  delivered  to  tbe  clerk  of  this 
House:  And  that  a  copy  of  the  taid  Charge  be 
delivered  to  Mr^  Baron  Faee. 

Sir  John  Cope  accord in^y  delivered  the  said 
Charge  in  writmg,  to  the  clerk  of  this  House: 
Which  is  as  follows;  viz. 

<  That  Mr.  Baron  Page  hath  endeavoured  to 


couplet.  The  judge,  conceiving  that  his  name 
was  meant  to  fill  it  np,  sent  his  clerk  to  Mr* 
Pope  to  complain  of  the  insult.  Pope  told  the 
young  man  that  the  blank  might  he  sopplied  bv 
many  monosyllables  other  than  the  judged 
name : — '  But,  Sir,'  said  the  clerk,  <  the  judge 

*  sayA,  that  no  other  word  will  make  -sense  of 

*  the  passage.'    *  So  then  it  seems,*  says  Pope, 

<  your  master  is  not  only  a  judge  but  a  poet : 
'  as  that  is  the  case,  the  odds  are  against  me» 

*  Give  my  respects  to  the  judge,  and  tell  himi 

<  I  will  not  contend  with  one  (hat  has  the  ad- 
'vantage  of  me,  and  he  may  fill  on  the  blank  at 

*  he  pleases."— Dr.  Johnson's  Lire  oi  Pq)e. 

Judge  Page  presided  at  the  trial  of  Seva^ 
die  poet,  for  the  merder  of  Mr.  Sinclair.  «<  HmI 
Savage^s  audience," says  Dr  Johnson,<<  been  hia 
judges,  he  had  undoubtedly  been  aoq«itted| 
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*  corrapt  tlM  batoiigh  of  Btnbnrj,  io  the  countj 
^  of  Oxooy  for  tbe  eosuini  eUctioo  of  a  burgess 
'  to  serre  in  pariiamtot  for  tb«  said  borouab. 

*J.Cop».' 


•Sr*    irZ    L  ''TZ.  {:^n\i7lj  other  witnesses,  were  Called  io,  and  exma 

l^,behtardatthabar«fth«Hoasa,    by  ^  john  Co'pe;    after  which,  tbe  Ca 

"ifrrh^XL^  "^^^  ^'  ^'^  ""    ^-  Mr.  Baron  fe  was  heard^and  a  wi 


Ordcff«d^  That  sir  John  Cope,  and^  Mr. 
BaroD 

Cbarge,  if  tbej  tbmk  fit. 

/  The  Ckargf  agmmt  Mr.  Baron  Page  heard,] 
Febraarjr  13.  The-  House  went  upon  the 
Complaint  of  sir  John  Cope,  bait,  against  Mr. 
D^ron  Pace7  for  endeaTOuriiy  to  corrupt  set e- 
ral  of  tbe  itadiDg  members  or  tbe  Corporation 
of  Banborv  against  tbe  neit  election;  and  to 
a£a;raTate  the  matter,  sir  John  Cope  acquainted 
the  House,  that  be  was  informed,  that  some  of 
bis  Evidences  had  been  tampered  with;  and 
that  there  was  one  Mr.  Gregory  at  tbe  door, 
who  could  give  tbe  House  an  account  thereof. 
Mr.  Gregory  having  thereupon  been  called  in, 
and  examined,  sir  John  Cope  moved,  That  the 
matter  of  the  said  Charge  might  be  referred  to 
tbe  consideration  of  a  committee,  upon  oath ; 
but  this  was  opposed  by  tbe  Courtiers,  who 
orged.  That  tbe  said  Complaint  was  already 
ordered  to  be  he^rd  at  the  bar  of  this  House 
this*  day,  and  the  question  being  put,  that  the 
hearing  tbe  matter  of  tbe  said  Charge  at  the 
bar  of  this  House  be  discharged,  it  was  carried 
In  tbe  negative  by  176  voices  against  1S5. 

Then  sir  John  Cope  moved,  and  tbe  question 
was  proposed.  That  tbe  Witnesses  to  be 
examined  in  tbe  matter  of  this  Cham,  be  exa* 
mined  at  the  bar  of  this  Hotise  in  the  most  so- 
lemn manner;  but  tbe  previous  question  being 


treated  him  with  bis  usual  insolence  and  seve- 
rity, and  when  he  had  summed  up  the  evidence, 
endeavoured  to  exasperate  the  jury,  as  Mr. 
Savage  used  to  rdate  it,  with  this  eloquent 
barangile: 
*«  *  Gentlemen  of  £be  jury;  you  are  to  consider, 

*  that  Mr.  Savage  is  a  very  £reat  man,  a  much 

*  greater  man  than  you  or  I,  gentlemen  of  the 

*  jury ;  that  be  wears  very  fine  clotbes,  much 

*  finer  clothes  than  you  or  I,  gentlemen  of  tbe 
'  jury ;  that  be  has  abundance  of  money  in  bis 

*  pocket,  much  more  money  than  you  or  I, 

*  gentlemen  of  the  jury ;  but,  gentlemen  of  tbe 

*  jury,  is  it  not  a  very  bard  case,  gentlemen  of 

*  the  jury,  that  Mr.  Savage  should  therefore  kill 

*  you  or  me,  gentlemen  of  the  jury/ 

'*  Mr.  Savage,  hearing  his  defence  thus  mis- 
represented, and  the  men  who  were  to  decide 
bis  fate,  incited  against  him  by  invidious  com- 
parisons, resolute^  asserted,  that  his  case  was 
not  candidly  explained,  and  began  to  recapitu- 
late what  be  had  before  said  with  regard  to'bis 
condition,  and  the  necessity  of  endeavouring  to 
escape  the  expences  of  imprisonment ;  but  the 
judge  baying  ordered  him  to  be  silent,  and  re- 
peated bis  orders  without  effect,  commanded 
that  be  shoidd  be  taken  away  from  tbe  bar  by 
fprce."— Dr.  Johnson's  Life  of  Savage. 

**  Savage  always  continued  to  speak  with 
4n|{er  of  tbe  insolence  and  partiality  of  Page, 


put.  That  tbe  question  be  now  pot,  it  \ 
the  negative  by  144  votes  against  142. 

Then  the  Counsel  for  Mr.  Banm  Pac^  beiaf 
called  in,  and  the  Charge  of  sir  John  Cou 
against  him  read,  tbe  mayor  of  Banbarj,  aej 


Coaaat 
witne^ 

examined. 

Tbe  Witnesses  for  sir  John  Cope  decku^ 
That  Mr.  Baron  Page  being  with  sir  Adolph« 
Oogbton,  and  sir  WilKam  Codringtoa  in  tl 
Town-Hall  at  Banbury,  Mr.  Baron  Page  calle 
die  mayor  and  two  or  three  of  tbe  alderme 
into  another  room,  and  discoursing  with  tbei 
about  a  person  to  be  set  up  at  the  next  elec 
tion  to.represent  the.  Corporation,  bepfxjpose 
to  them  sir  William  Codrington.  That  ebf] 
answered.  They  would  be  very  glad  to  nccep 
one  of  his  recommendation ;  but  added,  Tbm 
most  other  corporations  made  a  conudenbit 
advantage  of  their  elections;  and  tbej  kne« 
no  reason  why  they  should  not  do  it  as  well  m 
their  neighbours;  that  tb£iy  wanted  to  baw 
their  streets  paved,  an  augmentation  to  tbet 
vicarage,  and  a  school  to  he  built ;  which  tb 
Corporation  not  being  able  to  do  of  themselves 
their  stock  being  very  low,  they  therefore  ex 
pected,  that  tbe  person  who  should  be  choici 
should  be  at  that  expence,  which,  in  ail,  migfal 
amount  to  500/.  or  600/.  That  thereupon  tb( 
Baron  told  them,  he  did  not  expect  such  m 
answer;  that  they  knew  be  bad  been  very  kioc 
to  the  Corporation,  and  had  been  at  a  grei 
charge,  no  less  than  600/.  or  700/.  to  procun 
them  anew  charter;  that  be  never  inteodd 
to  ask  that  money  of  them,  and  if  tbej  wouk 


and  a  short  time  before  his  death  revenged  it  b] 
a  satire,  io  which  are  tbe  fallowing  lines  : 

"  Of  heart  impure,  and  impotent  of  bead. 
In  bistVy,  rhet'ric,  ethics,  law,  unread. 
How  far  unlike  such  worthies !  once  a  drudge, 
From  floundering  in  low  cases  rose  a  Jadge. 
Form*d  to  make  pleaders  laugh,  his  nonseoH 

thunders. 
And  on  low  juries  breathes  contagions  bluoden 
His  brothers  bluih,  because  no  blush  be  knovs, 
Nor  e*er  '  one  uncorrupted  finj^er  shows.* 
See,  drunk  with  pow'r  the  Circoi^  lord  expiess'd] 
Full  in  bis  eyes  his  betters  stand  con^eaa'd : 
Whose  wealth,  birth,  virtue,  from  a  tonoue  so 
'Scaj^  not  provincial  vile  buffoon  abuse,  fioossy 
Stillto  what  circuit  is  assigned  bn  name,  (jPaHe. 
There,  swift  before^  him,  flies  tbe  vramer— 
Contest  stops  short.  Consent  yields  ev'ry  etaut 
To  Cost ;  Delay  endures  them  and  withdraws. 
But  bow  'scape  prisoners  ?  To  their  trial  diain'd, 
All,  all  shall  stand  coodema'd  who  stand  ar- 

raign'd. 
Dire  gjiilt,  which  else  would  detestation  cause, 
PrejudgM  with  insult  wond'rous  pity  draws. 
But  'scapes  ev'n  innocence  his  harsh  harangue } 
Alas  ! — ev'n  Innocence  itself  must  bang;  [seat; 
Must  hang  Xo  please  him,  when  of  spleen  pgf» 
Must  bang  to  briog  forth  in  abortive  jest," 
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order  a  release  for  it  to  be  drawn  ap,  he  would 
readilj  aigo  it,  which  he  did  accordingly  oa  the 
93d  of  December  last.  That  thb  was  all  that 
pasted  then ;  but  that  the  Baron  came  after- 
wards to  them,  and  offered  them  first  100/.  and 
then  caipe  up  to  500/. 

It  beiug  late,  the  House  adjourned  the  far- 
ther hearing  of  that  matter  to  the  next  day. 

Mr,  Baron  Page  cleared  bp  a  Majorify  of 
four  Votes  only.]  February  14.  After  the 
farther  exatniDi!ig  of  Witnesses,  and  hearing  of 
Mr.  Baron  Page's  Counsel,  a  motion  being 
nuMlCy  and  the  question  put.  That  it  appeared 
to  this  House,  that  sir  John  Cope,  bart.  had 
made  good  his  Chaif  e  against  sir  Francis  Page, 
ooe  of  the  Barons  of  his  majesty's  Exchequer,  it 
was,  after  a  long  debate,  carried  in  the  nega- 
ti?e,  by*  198  votes  only  against  124. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  Bill  to  enable 
the  South  Sea  Company  to  dispose  of  their  Effects, 
^c]  February  16.  The  House  went  into  a 
Committee  upon  a  Bill,  '  To  enable  the  South 

*  Sea  Company  to  dispose  of  the  Effects  in  their 

*  hands  by  way  of  lottery  or  subscription,  in 
'  order  to  pay  the  debts  of  thd  said  Companijr.' 
Sir  Thomas  Cross  beine  in  the  chair, 

Mr.  Robert  WalpoU  offered  a  clause  to  be 
added  to  the  Bill,  *  To  impower  the  South-Sea 

*  Company  to  dispose  of  part  of  their  capital 
'  fund,  not  exceeding  200,000/.  per  annum,  to 
'  any  persons,  body  politic  or  corporate,  to 
'  enable  them  to  pay  their  debts.' 

This  clause  was  very  strenuously  opposed  by 
Mr.  Archibald  Hutcheson,  the  lord  Morpeth, 
general  Ross,  and  Mr.  Pulteney  ;  who  suggest- 
ed. That  this  was  but  an  ineraftment  in  other 
terms:  that  the  South-Sea  Compaity  had  de* 
sired  no  such  power;  but  if  they  had  it,  the 
Directors  would  not  fail  making  use  of  it,  whe- 
ther there  was  any  occasion  for  it  or  not. ' 

Mr.  Walpole  replied.  He  perceived,  that  be- 
cause he  had  on6e  declared  himself  in  favour 
of  an  Ingraflment,  every  thing  he  proposed 
since  appeared  frightful,  as  though  he  were  in 
the  interest  of  anoiher  company,  and  not  in 
that  of  the  South-Sea ;  but  tdat  he  took  that 
opportunity  to  declare,  that  he  had  no  manner 
of  concern  ia  the  Bank,  where,  for  a  long  time^ 
he  had  not  had  ooe  penny ;  whereas  ht  had, 
at  this  very  juncture,  a  considerable  stock  in 
the  South-Sea  Company,  and  therefore  had 
reason  to  be  for  the  mterest  of  the  latter,  if  he 
considered  only  his  own ;  hot  that  in  tips  whole 
affair,  he  had  the  public  good  principally  in 
▼iew:  and  altliough  he  had  been  so  much  re- 
flected on  for  being  for  an  ingrafbnent,  yet  he 
woold  undertake  to  prove  to  any  two  unpre- 
jodioed  gentlemen  in  that  House,  as  plainly  as 
fgures  could  do,  that  an  Ingraftment  had  t>een 
for  the  interest  and  advantage  of  the  South-Sea 
Company.  Tliat  as  to  this  clause,  he  could 
not  imagine,  why  any  one  concerned  in  the 
•aid  Company,  should  be  agamst  their  having 
as  roach  power  as  thet  could,  since  it  was  in 
their  choice,  whether  they  would  make  use  of 
it  er  aot  I  that  crasideriDg  the  present  drnim- 


stances  of  affairs,  the  lowness  of  public  credit, 
the  parliament's  drawing  to  an  end,  and  how 
many  accidents  mi^t  happen  before  another 
session,  he  thought  it  could  not  hurt  the  Com- 
pany to  have  power  from  the  present  parlia- 
ment, to  do  vi^hat  they  might  have  occasion  to 
apply  for  to  a  parliament,  when,  perhaps,  none 
were  sitting. 

Hereupon  the  said  Clause  was  agreed  to, 
the  Bill  gone  through;— -and  on  tlie  2dd  read 
a  third  time  and  ptused. 

The  Bill  for  securm^  the  Freedom  of  Eke^' 
turns  refected  by  the  Lords.}  Feh.  13.  TU 
Lords  read  a  second  time,  the  bill,  *  For  the 
*  better  securing  the  Freedom  of  Elections  of 
<  Members  to  serve  for  the  Commons  in  Parlia* 
'  ment :'  A  motion  being  made  that  the  said 
bill  be  committed,  the  earl  of  Sunderland  en- 
deavoured to  shew  the  impossibility  of  several 
clauses  in  that  bill  bein^put  in  execslion,  with- 
out exposing  the  most  mnocent  pei^ions  tor  the 
|uilt  of  perjury.  He  was  answered  bv'  lord 
North  and  Orey,  lord  Trevor,  the  bkhop  of 
Rochester,  and  the  earl  of  Strafibrd ;  but  the 
earl  of  Sonderlaod  rephed  to  them,  and  was 
supported  by  the  lord  Townshend,  and  the 
duke  of  Argyle. 

Then  the  question  being  put.  That  the  said 
Bill  be  committed,  it  was  resolved  in  the  ne|a* 
tive,  by  48  voices  against  SO. 

Protest  on  rmeeting  the  said  Bill.]  Then  ^ 
being  moved,  That  the  said  Bill  be  rejected,  it 
was  resolved  in  the  affirmative  by  57  against 
88,  viz. 

Content  -  -  48  Not-Content   30 

Proxies-  -  -    9—57    Proxies  -  -  -    8--3a 

**  Dissentient'  Somerset. 

**  1.  Because  the  methods  of  corruption 
made  ose  of  in  elections,  and  now  grown 
to  an  height  beyond  the  example  of  preceding 
times,  afe,  of  all  others,  the  greatest  blembh  to 
our  constitution,  and  must,  if  not  remedied, 
prove  fatal  to  it ;  and  did  therefore  chiefly  de- 
serve, as  they  can  only  admit  of,  a  parliamen- 
tary cure. 

**  3.  Because  the  Commons,  who  are  the  best 
qualified  to  judge  of  the  growth  of  this  evil,  and 
to  point  out  proper  retnedies  for  it,  having  sen^ 
up  a  Bill  complaming  of  the  one,  and  desiring; 
our  assistance  in  the  other,  it  was  not,  we  ap- 
prehend, suitable  to  the  dignity  and  wisdom  of 
this  House  to  rgect  such  a  biU,  without  enter- 
ing into  a  free  discussion  of  the  particulars  of 
w&h  it  consisted,  and  thereby  to  give  an 
handle  for  reflections  without  doors,  as  if  we 
had  shewn  a  less  degree  of  zeal  against  the  coiw 
ruptions  complained  of  than  those  from  whose 
elections  it  sprung ;  out  opinion  is,  that  we 
should  rather  have  taken  this  favourable  oppor- 
tunity of  joining  our  endeavours  with  theirs,  to> 
wards  the  core  'of  this  evil,  tlmn  have  made 
ourselves  liable  to  objections  for  refusing  to  at- 
tempt it,  even  after  such  an  encouraging  step 
taken  by  the  House  of  Commons. 

^3.   Becanse  a  law  agaiM^^pmiptioa, 
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though  alwajs  detirable,  is  yet  particolarly 
seasonable  and  necessary  atsach  a  jlincuire  as 
thisy  when  new  elections  of  members  are  com- 
ing on,  and  the  parliament  for  which  they  shall 
(by  what  methods  soever)  be  chosen,  may  con- 
tinue for  seven  years;  and,  we  thkiky  the  Lords 
are  (he  more  concerned  to  obviate  the  ill  conse- 
quences o(  sucli  a  choice,  because  the  Sep- 
tennial-Act, which  made  so  remarkable  a 
chant^e  in  our  constitution,  had  its  rise  in  this 
House. 

<*  4.  Because  we  are  persuaded,  that  by  the 
terror  of  the  penalties  contained  in  this'  bill, 
wliu  h  were  to  have  operated  soon  after  it  had 
passed  into  a  law,  a  miKhty  check  would  have 
been  given  to  the  growth  of  corruption,  though  it 
flbould  not  have  bern  absolutely  cured;  and  we 
are  conlirme<l  in  this  opinion  by  what  we  heard 
and  believe,  that  w'nle  the  bill  was  depending 
in  parliament,  and  the  fate  of  it  unkno|fva,  the 
impious  practice^  at  which  it  was  levelled  were 
in  so^Tie  measure  suspended  ;  and  should  a  fur- 
ther stop  have  been  put  to  corruption  and 
bribery  at  the  approaching  elections,  bypassing 
this  bill,  such  a  degree  of  success  might  have 
given  the  legislature  hopes  of  an  entire  sup- 
pression of  U. 

«  6.  Because  supposing  this  bill  to  have  been 
defective  in  some  respects,  and  not  well  ad- 
justed in  others  to  the  end  designed  (a  suppo- 
sition made,  but  not  admitted  by  us)  yet  the 
true  way  of  supplying  all  these  defects,  and 
making  all  proper  alterations,  vrould  have  been 
by  committing  the  bill,  and  not  by  rejecting  itt 
In  other  cnses,  where  a  bill  of  public  concern 
b  laid  aside  by  the  House,  they  can  easily  make 
amends  for  that  loss  by  bringing  in  a  new  one, 
which  may  more  effectually  answer  the  good 
ends  proposed ;  whereas  in  this  case  there  is 
neither  time  sufficient  for  repeating  the  at- 
tempt, nor  can  any  bill  of  this  kind  be  ever  be- 
gun in  this  House  with  any  reasonable  prospect 
of  success. 

**  6.  Because  the  intention  of  many  chief 
dauses  itf  the  bill  is  to  provide  for  the  more 
effectual  execution  of  laws  already  made  to  se- 
cure the  freedom  of  elections,  but  hitherto 
evaded  for  want  of  such  provisions ;  and  we 
know  not  that  any  argument  hath  been  or  can 
he  used  against  passing  such  parts  of  this  bit! 
into  a  law,  but  what  may  with  equal  or  greater 
Strength  be  urged  for  repealing  those  laws, 
which  yet  are  held  sacred  and  inviolable. 

**  7.  Because  several  oaths  are,  by  laws  now  in 
|>einz,  required  to  qualify  electors,  and  the  oaths 
enjoined  by  this  bill  are  intended  only  to 
strengthen  the  obligations  under  which  such 
electors  do,  by  the  known  roles  of  our  consti- 
tation^  already  lie;  nor  are  these  oaths  at- 
tended with  any  new  hardship  or  difficulty, 
unoe  they  relate  nnljr  to  plain  matters  of  fact, 
which  are  ceruialy'  known  to  the  electors 
themselves,  and  which  they  will  be  ready  tp 
attefit  with  all  solemnity,  if  they  are  conscious 
of  their  own  innocence;  and  if  they  are  not, 
the  legal  punishment  of  perjury  to  which  they 
trt  subjected  is  ligh^  ib  oomparison  of  the 


heinous  nature  of  their  offieoce,  and  the 
chievous  consequences  of  it. 

^8.  Because  that  part  of  the  bill,  wbicb 
forbids  the  issuing  of  public  money  towards  in- 
fluencing elections,  relates  to  a  method  of  cor- 
ruption, which,  of  all  others,  ought  tbe  most 
carefully  to  be  guarded  against,  and  y^t  was  ad« 
mittedln  the  debate  to  nave  been  freqoentljf 
practised;  and  therefore  we  cannot  bat  wish^ 
that  this  bill  had  been  passed  into  a  hkw  for  the 
sake  of  that  clause,  which  would  Itave  hindered 
what  was  given  for  the  security  of  tbe  subjecti 
rights,  and  the  safety  of  the  kingdom^  froil 
being  ever  employed  to  the  destruction  of  both: 
An  example, it  thos  set  by  men  in  high  offices  and 
stations,  cannot  fail  of  spieading  its  io6aeoc( 
through  all  ranks  and  orders  of  men,  and  pr» 
curing  impunity  and  applause  for  such  prac* 
tices,  as  all  true  lovers  of  their  coanU7  must 
wishimight  be  universally  detested  and  punished. 
**  9.  Because  we  cannot  understand  bow  cite 
objection  made  lo  this  bill  (That  it  removes 
foundations)  can,  with  any  colour  of  reason,  be 
supported;  on  the  contrary,  we  think,  that  the 
whole  design  of  it  is  to  rej^over  our  old  coasti' 
tution,  and  resettle  it  on  those  firm  foundations 
from  which  it  has  been  removed^  ever  since 
bribery  has  been  made  an  usual  inlet  to  parlia- 
ment, and  that  dangerous  traffic  has  been 
carried  on  between  the  electors  and  tbe  elected, 
which  has  underaiined  the  virtuous  principles, 
and  may  prove  fatal  to  the  liberties  of  the  free 
people  of  this  realm. 

**  10.  Because  another  argument  insisted  on 
in  prejudice  of  the  bill,  (That  it  would  give  th« 
House  of  Commons  greater  latitude  in  decidm| 
disputed'  elections^  seems  to  us  to '  be  eqoail) 
groundless;  for  the  penalties  intended  to  b< 
enacted  by  this  bill  are  to  take  place  only  upoa 
prosecutions  in  the  ordinary  courta  of  jostice, 
ai)d  cannot  come  under  the  cognizance^  or  be 
inflicted  by  the  authority  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons ;  nor  can  the  courts  below  be  checked  in 
their  proceedings  on  this  head  by  the  determi- 
nations of  that  House,  with  which  the  methods  oi 
punishing  (Corruption,  prescribed  by  this  bill,  do 
not  in  the  least  interfere :  What  therefore  wasal- 
ledged  in  the  debate  can  by  no  meant  be  allowed, 
(That  n  bile  the  Conunons  are  tbe  sole  judges  of 
elections,  it  is  in  vain  to  think  of  restraining 
,  the  corraption  of  electors)  since  tbe  methods 
here  prescribed  are  such,  as  either  operate  upon 
the  conscience,  or  will,  in  the  common  course 
of  law,  execute  themselves:  and  though  thej 
may  be  f>rwarded,  yet  cannot  be  firosteted  bf 
the  intervention  of  an  House  of  Commons. 

<*  11.  Because  ^  the  passing  this  bill  would 
have  been  attended  with  no  inconveniencies  to 
the  public,  so  great  mischiefs  may,  we  appre- 
hend, ensue  upon  the  rejecting  it:  The  honour 
of  this  House  may  suffer  on  that  account,  and 
corruptipn  of  all  sorts,  will,  we  fear,  feceive 
new  life  and  eneouragebient :  it  being  a  matter 
of  daily  and  certain  observation,  that  when- 
ever a  bill  is  brought  iiito  parliament  to  redress 
any  great  disorders  in  the  state,  iany  dis«;onnte- 
oance  given  to  such  a  bill  viU  always  coont^ 
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the  Freedom  of  Ekctions  of  Membert  to  mnm 
*  for  the  CommoDs  in  Parliaiuent ;'  and  the 
several  Rea:>on8  for  the  said  Proiestation  being 
read,  after  debate  ibe  Question  was  put,  Wlie- 
tber  the  entire  entry  of  the  Reasons  for  the 
said  Protestation  on  the  Idth  instant,  shall  be 
expunged,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirinative. 
Content  55,  Nut-Content  23. 


ance  and  increase  socb  disorders,  and  make 
hetn  less  capable  of  a  remedy  in  succeeding 
imesy  especially  when  itjshall  be  affirmed  in  the 
ebate,  that  all  bills  of  this  kind  do  more  mis- 
hief  than  good;  which  way  of  reasoning, 
hould  it  prevail,  will  effectually  prevent  all 
uture  attempts  towards  curing  tlus  great  evil, 
lud  preserving  the  constitution  of  parliaments. 

CiS^/<erf,J      Strafford,    .Ken^     Cow  per, 

Tadcaster,  Uzbridge,  Weston,  Foley, 
Bathurst,  Fran.  Cestriens',  Scarsdale, 
Bristol,  Litcbtield,  Maynard,  Bojrle, 
Compton,  Trevor,  North  and  Grey, 
Sfdisoury,  Guilford,  Craven,  Montjoy, 
Aylesford,  Masham,  Fr,  Boffeo*,  Biog- 
ley,  Aberdeen.*' 

The  said  Protest  expunged,]  In  the  course 
of  this  debate  the  earl  of  Sunderland  having 
luggested.  That  it  had  been  a  common  thing  in 
former  reigns  for  money  to  be  issued  out  of  the 
Treasury,  and  even  remitted  from  France,  for 
promoiing.the  election  of  persons  in  the  court 
interest.  This  suggestion  was  the  reason  of 
initerting  in  the  said  Protest  these  Expressions, 
^  That  the  issuing  of  public  money  towards  the 
'  influencing  elections,  related  to  a  method  of 
'  corruption,  which*  of  all  others,  oufi^ht,  tlie 
<  most  carefully,  to  he  t^uarded  against,  and  yet 
*  was  admitted,  in  the  debate,  to  have  been 
'  frequently  prauised/    On  the  19th, 

The  Earl  of  Sunderland  took  from  thence 
occasion  to  represent,  That  every  membet  of 
that  illustrious  aH*»embly,  had,  indeed,  a  right  to 
dissent  firom,  and  protest  aeainst  any  Bill  de* 
pending,  or  any  Resolution  taken  in  the  House; 
but  that  it  was  an  intolerable  abuse  t>  wrest  any 
man's  wovds,  and  put  fabe  constructions  upon 
them,  as  bad  been  done  in  an  instance  relating 
to  himself:  that  he  durst  appeal  to  any  lord  in 
the  House,  that  was  not  a  Protester,  whether, 
in  the  debate  about  the  Bill  above-mentioned, 
he  said,  or  iiHimated,  that  the  issuing  public 
moo^  for  elections  had  ever  been  practised  in 
this  reign ;  f<ir  what  he  meant,  was  only  in  king 
Charles's  and  king  James's  time.  His  lordship 
addeil,  that  the  business  of  Protests  was  ma- 
Baged  now  after  another  manner  than  formerly ; 
for,  a^  present,  it  was  grbwn  customary  to  pro- 
test even  against  bills  that  were  passed  into  a 
law,  and  to  get  them  printed,  and  handed  about 
in  coffee-bouses,  and  sent  all  over  the  kingdom, 
to  inflame  the  minds  of  the  people  against  the 
administration;  and  therefore  be  thought  it 
high  time  to  have  the  method  of  Protesting  re- 
gulated. 

This  speech  was  answered  by  the  earl  Cow- 
per,  who  was  backed  by  the  lord  North  and 
Greyj  lord  bishop  of  Rochester,  lord  Bathurst, 
earl  of  Strafford,  and  earl  of  Aylesford ;  but 
they  were  replied  to  by  the  earl  of  Sunderland, 
duke  of  Wharton,  lord  Townsbeod,  duke  of 
Argyle,  lord  Carteret,  lord  Barcourt,  and  the 
duke  joji  Newcastle,  which  last  moved,  for 
taking  into  consideration  the  Protesution<  en- 
tered in  the  Journal  of  t|iis  ^oose  the  13(h  io- 
staoty^aioit.rgeaii^  i\^  ^,  *  t^  uomag 


Prptest  against  expunging  the  said  Protest, ] 
Upon  which  the  following  Protest  was  entered 
on  the  Journals : 

«  Dissentient' 
1.  '<  Because  we  are  of  opinion,  that  th« 
reasons  expunged  were,  both  as  to  the  m^^eir 
and  form  of  them,  agreeable  to  precedents  in 
former  parliaments,  still  remaining  on  th#^ 
JootuhIs,  uuc<  nsured  by  tlie  HouW. 

2..  **  Because  we  were  very  desirous  that  th#^ 
arguments,  contained  in  those  reasons^  against 
bnbery  and  corruption  in  elections,  and  our 
zeal  for  obtaining  such  remedies  as  were  pro- 
posed by  the  Commons  themselves,  wight  ap* 
pear  to  posterity  as  fully  and  particularly  as 
possible* 

3.  "  Because  as  the  practice  of  expungiog 
reasons  is  not  ancient,  so  the  method  takea 
upon  this  occasion,  of  expunging  mttny  reasons 
of  various  kiud»  by  one  geneial  ouesiion,  is  (mm 
conceive)  unreasonable  in  itself,  ^iid  is  ceuB- 
tenanced  but  by  one  piecedent  on  our  book^ 

(Signed,)"^,  Ebor*,  Cowper,  ft.  ftoffen', 

Uxbridge,  Aylesford,  Bo^le,  North  and 
Grey,  Strafford,  Aberdeen,  Batlmrst, 
Bingley,  Fra.  Cestriens*,  Foley,  Aahr 
burnham,  Litchffeld,  Wesion,  Mon^oy, 
Bristol,  Guilford,  Compton,  Maynard.** 

Protest  against  adjourning  the  Constdera^ 
tion  of  the  Nvoy-BebtA  Then  the  order  of  the 
day  for  the  House  to  be  in  a  committee  again, 
to  take  into  farther  consideratiun  the  Causes  of 
contractiiig  so  large  a  Navy-Debt,  beine  read^ 
the  question  was  put.  That  the  House  he  put 
into  a  committee  again,  to  take  into  farther 
Consideration  the  Causes  of  contracting  so  large 
a  Navy-Debt,  on  this  day  three  weeks;  it  was 
resolved  in  the  affipmative : 

« Dissentient'  ^ 

1.  <*  Because  the  putting  off  the  fiurtber  OOA- 
sideration  of  the  causes  of  the  Nav^-Debt,  to 
so  distant  a  day,  after  so  long  an  adjournment 
of  the  same  matter  already  had,  i^  as  wd  eon^ 
ceiye,  not  only  a  discouragement  and  dcila/» 
but,  as  the  session  may  happeii  tot  end^  will  tlH 
tally  prevent,  at  least  during  this  sessioD,  that 
inquiry,  which,  as  we  apprehend^  woald  ^atlj 
have  tended  to  the  public  ^ood^  u^  hindeiing  so 
large  a  Navy-Debt  from  being  oontracted  fdr 
\  the  &ture. 

d.  ^  Although  4ie  said  inqMiry  has  b«em  ft^ 
great  while  depending,  yet  a  very  few  days,  «•> 
ap'pears  by  the  Journal,  hare  been  allowed  fpr- 
it,  and  ooe  of  those  was  empk>Jfed.  in  reritwing 
I  two  questions,  which  were  at  first  kept  frem 
being  put,  by  previoqs  qiiestionsi;  ead  tknat^ 
f<i|i^  weo9«»Me»%itv  <^y•  nqve  o^fls^w^ 
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to  have  been  denied,  for  the  looking  into  a  mat- 
ter of  so  very  great  imt>ortance  to  the  public.    . 

8.  **  We  apprehend,  that  all  matters  pro- 
perly brought  before  either  House  of  Parlia- 
ment, especially  inquiries  into  mismanagements 
of  the  puDlic  business,  ought,  if  the  Uroe  wUl 
allpw  it,  to  be  freely  and  fully  discussed  and 
determined  one  way  or  other,  and  ought  not 
to  be  kept  off  from  coming  to  any  f*etermina- 
tion,  by  one  long  adiouroment  after  aaotber, 
till  the  session  be  ended. 

4.  ^  Because  it  was  alledged  in  the  debate, 
as  a  Reason  against  so  lone  an  adjoommept. 
That  the  subject-matter  of  the  inquiry  was  not 
near  exhausted ;  and  that  the  points  already 
considered  and  determined  had  no  relation  to 
those  proposed  to  be  considered  in  the  farther 
inquiry;  and  consequently  the  determination 
of  the  former  could  m  no  degree  prejudice  the 
latter,  or  make  the  going  upon  tnem  needless 
or  improper :  and  to  evince  this,  several  of  the 
pvticulars  designed  to  have  been  proceeded 
npon  were  specified ;  as, 

**  That  it  appeared  by  extracts  of  several 
letters  on  the  table,  especially  by  a  leUer  from 
the  Navy-Board,  dated  the  ISth  of  Feb.  1701, 
that  the  practice  of  turning  over  companies,  or 
part  of  companies,  from  one  ship  to  another, 
without  their  officers,  was  a  charge  to  the  crown, 
by  confounding  accounts,  and  otherwise,  as 
vreH  as  disgustful  to  the  seamen. 

**  That  by  other  papers  before  the  House,  it 
appeared,  that  several  squadrons  have  gone  out 
•f  late  without  muster-masters,  whose  office 
and  duty  it  is  to  detect  frauds  in  pay,  and  on 
the  head  of  victualling. 

"  That  in  the  year  1T«0,  2,201  men  were 
employed  in  the  yards  more  than  in  the  year 
1714,  and  2,627  men  more  than  in  the  vear 
1698,  and  that  the  wages  of  those  men  have 
of  late  been  greatly  increased;  both  which, 
for  aught  appeared  to  us,  are  an  unaccountable 
increase  of  that  charge  to  the  public. 

<'  That  since  the  year  1714,  many  new  cap- 
tains and  lieutenants  had  been  made,  while 
great  numbers  have  been  kept  in  half-pay  and 
oneotployed,  besides  those  created  on  vacancies 
which  happened  while  the  ships  were  abroad, 
and  by  tluit  means  an  unnecessary  charge  has 
been  continued 'on  the  public,  and  the  elder 
<i$cert  disobliged. 

•*  That  witfaoat  any  order  or  establishment 
by  his  majesty  in  council,  pay  has  been  allow- 
ed, contrary  to  the  usage  of  the  navy,  to  flag- 
officers  at  home  during  the  winter,  on  pretence 
•f  their  making  a  journey  or  two  to  see  their 
•qoadrons  e<iuipped. 

**  That  without  such  order  or  establithroent 
of  his  majesty  in  oouncil,  omtains  and  com- 
manders of  small  nnmbert  or  ships  have  been 
fM  at  rear-admirals,  on  pretence  of  having 
captains  under  them ;  and  in  hot  ona  instance, 
that  we  could  observe,  a  reason  given  why  they 
bad  captains  under  them,  unless  it  was  to  co- 
lour their  having  such  pay. 

^  And  we  are  well  aMured,  that,  on  farther 
iA9*>>f7»it  ^  <WtM  lh«t  otw  lieiMMuUi  have 


been  made  abroad,  and  old  ones  fit  to  lerve, 
sent  home  io  be  put  in  half-pay. 

**  That  flags  have  been  paid  io  doable  and 
treble  capacities.  That  flags  and  other  officers 
have  been  paid  as  in  higher  stations  than  those 
they  served  in.  That  two  or  three  flags  of  the 
same  sort  have  been  paid  at  the  same  time. 
That  retrospections  of  pay  have  been  allowed 
to  flag  and  other  officers. 

«  All  which  being  against  the  ancient  osoo- 
nomy  of  theoayy,  and  wasteful  of  the  pdbAie 
treasure,  we  thiuk,  should  have  been  inqaired 
into  without  loss  of  time. 

'*  These  Mismanaeemeots,  as  we  take  theoa 
to  be,  and  others,  which  mieht  have  appeared 
on  farther  considvation  of  this  matter,  contri- 
buting, as  we  apprehend,  to  waste  the  public 
treasure,  must  necessarily  have  been  in  a  great 
degree,  an  occasion  of  contracting  so  larjp  a 
Navy-bebt ;  and  therefore  we  are  of  opipioo, 
that  one  or  more  farther  days,  which  would 
probably  have  fallen  within  this  session,  should 
have  been  appointed  for  the  taking  them  into 
consideration ;  which  not  l>eing  done,  we  the 
rather  enter  this  Protest,  with  our  reasons,  aa 
what,  we  hope,  may  give  an  occasion  to  the  re- 
suming the  thoughts,  of  this  matter  in  another 

session  of  parliament (Signed^)  W.  Ebor*, 

Montjoy,  Fr.  Eofibi',  Bingley,  Uz- 
bridge^  Strafibrd,  Boyle,  Fran.  Ces- 
triens',  Aberdeen,  Foley,  Bristol,  Guil- 
ford, Compton,  Bathnnt,  Cow  per,  Ash- 
bnrnham^  Aylesford,  North  and  Grey." 

Ddbate  in  ike  lardi  on  the  National  Deht,] 
Feb.  20.  The  Lords  took  into  consideration  the 
National-Debt,  and  Earl  Cowper  took  notice, 
bow  much  the  same  had  been  encreased  for  se- 
veral years  past,  as  appeared  by  the  state  of  the 
public  debt,  extracted  from  tne  books  of  the 
treasury,  and  this  without  anv  visible  occasioo^ 
since  every  thine  that  had  been  asked  of  the 
parliament,  had  been  readily  granted  and  pro- 
vided for;  every  one  of  those  years;  and  there- 
fore htt  lordship  moved,  '*  That  it  appears  by 
the  state  of  the  Pubhc  Debt  before  this  House, 
that  the  same(exchisive  of  the  debt  of  the  navy) 
is  increased  between  the  Slst  of  December 
1717,  and  the  Slst  of  December  1720,  at  least 
the  sum  of  2,300,000/.  notwidistanding  that 
the  sinking  fund  has  produced  within  that  time 
1,910,3851 141.  6*d."  This  motion  vras.  se- 
conded by  the  lord  Bathurst,  and  supported  by 
the  lords  Bingley,  Trevor,  and  North  and 
Grey :  but  they  were  all  strenuously  opposed 
by  the  lord  Carteret,  and  Townshend,  die  earl 
of  liny,  the  earl  of  Snuderland,  the  bishop  of 
Sarum,  and  the  earl  of  Scarboroo^  so  that  the 
question  beinc  put  upon  the  said  motion,  it 
was  carried  w  the  negMive  by  50  voices^ 
against  23, 

Protestt  on  that  occa$ion.1 
<<  Dissentient' 

*'  Because  the  question  consisted  mkoSty  of 
matters  of  fact,  which  were  exactly  sfrecable 
to  a  paper  laid  before  the  House  by  the  proper 
offictronthc  AddmaofdiiaHmafti  widatil 
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is  not  reasonabk  to  be  prenimcdy  that  the  offi- 
cers of  the  crown  would  sute  the  de^  higher 
Ump  it  reftUy  was,  so  we  caonot  but  think  that 
ix>thing  was  alledged  in  the  debate  that  made 
It  appear  the  debt  was  less  than  stated  in  the 
question ;   bat  on  the.  contrary,  had  the  exi^ 
qnaatam  of  tbe  debt  been  material  to  liave 
been  inquired  into  on  this  occasion,  it  was  evi- 
dent to  us,  even  from  a  memorandom  at  the 
bottom  of  the  same  paper,  that  the  debt  was, 
in  realitj,  much  higher  the  3 1st  of  December, 
1^7^,    than   stated    in    the    quettioo.* — : — 
(Signed)  W.  Ebor",  Bristol,  *Batiiurst, 
.    MontjoT,  Compton,  Boyle,  Strafford, 
Guilford,  Aberdeen,  Weston,  Litchfield, 
Fr.  Hoffen',  Cowper,  North  and  Orey, 
Fran.  Cestriens',  Foley,  Uxbridge,  Ash- 
bur  nham.*' 

Tbe  same  day  a  motion  was  made,  ^*  That 

the  lessening  the  Public  Debt  annually,  by  all 

,  proper  methods,  is  necessary  to  tbe  restoring 

and  preserving  the  Public  Credit."     And  a 

anestion  being  stated  thereupon,  after  debate, 
le  previous  question  was  put,  whether  the  said 
question  shall  be  now  put  r  It  was  resolved  in 
the  negative. 

"  Disseatieat* 

**  1.  fiecanse  as  tbe  main  question  b  ande- 
niably  true,  and  seems  to  us  admitted  to  be 
so,  by  its  being  prevented  to  be  put  by  the  pre- 
vious, question,  so  we  think  it  would  have  been 
highly  expedient  and  useful  to  the  public  to 
have  had  it  put  and  voted  in  the  affirmative, 
that  by  the  declared  opinion  of  this  House 
(which  must  always  be  of  the  greatest  autho- 
rity) those,  who  are  more  immediately  con- 
cerned to  take  care  of  the  Public  Credit,  might 
not  rely  on  vain  and  deceitful  projects  for  re- 
storiog  and  preserving  the  credit  of  the  nation, 
bat  apply  themselves  seriously  and  diligently 
to  bring  about  the  only  efiectual  means  of  do- 
ing it. 

**  2.  Althoush  so  clear  and  evident  a  (ruth, 
as  is  contained  in  the  main  question,  caonot 
when  proposed  but  obtain  the  consent  of  all, 
especially  of  such  as  are  qualified  to  be  in  great 
stations,  yet  at  this  juncture,  when  the  public 
is  under  such  great  necessities  from  the  unex- 
ampled pressure  of  debts,  and  when  all  other 
remedies  hitherto  attempted  have  proved  inef^ 
fectual,  if  not  mischievous,  we  cannot  but  con- 
ceive it  was  extremely  proper,  and  must  have 
p^atly  conduced  to  the  restoring  and  preserv- 
ing the  Public  Credit,  to  have  auickened  the 
emieavours  for  that  purpose  of  all  in  the  public 
service,  by  so  high  an  authority  as  a  resolution 
of  this  House,  not  only  pointing  out  to  ^em 
the  way  the^  should  take  towards  that  good 
end,'  but  intimating  also,  that  as  far  as  is  possi- 
ble to  be  attained,  the  doing  so  would  be  ex- 
pect«:(I  from  them.  * 

"  And  therefore  we  conceive,  the  main  ques- 
tion should  have  been  put  and  voted  (as  we 

♦  This  Pnitest  was  expunged  by  order  of  the 
S^d  of  iVIarjch  foUowing. 


think  it  must  have  been,  bad  it  been  put)  in  the 

aflirmative. CSigned)  W.  Ebor',  Strafford, 

Cowper,  Ashbum  bam,Weston,Bathurst, 
NorthandGrey,  Coropton,  Fra.  Roffen', 
Boyle,  Uxbridge,  Foley,  Bristol,  Aber^ 
deen,  Guilford,  Litchfield,  Fra,  Ces* 
triens*," 

Debate  en  a  Moti^  far  limiting  the  Time 
for  entering  Protests,]  February  27.  Th« 
earl  of  Sunderland  took  notice.  That  tbe  privi* 
lege  of  entering  Protests,  had  of  late  been  so 
much  abused,  that,  in  his  opinion,  some  re- 
straint ought  to  be  put  to  it,  by  limiting  the 
time  for  entering  Protestations,  upon  asking 
leave  of  the  House,  which  was  never  depied : 
and  therefore  he  moved,  '<  That  such  Lords  as 
shall  eater  their  Protestations  with  Reasons, 
shall  do  the  same  before  two  o'clock  the  next 
sitting  day,  and  sign  them  before  the  House 
rises/'  This  was  opposed  by  lord  Cowper, 
who  alledged.  That  the  time  being  so  short, 
and  very  few  lords  coming  so  early,  such  an 
Order  would,  in  ef&Ct,  put  an  end  to  ajl  pro- 
testing, which  was  an  ancient  privilege  of  that 
House.  The  bishop  of  Rochester  added.  That 
if  Protests  were  limited  to  so  short  a  time,  this 
was,  at  least,  the  way  to  have  them  crude  and 
undigested ;  and  he  thought  it  unbecoming  the 
dignity  of  that  august  assembly  to  have  any 
thing  entered  upon  their  Journals,  which  wera 
records  for  after-ages,  before  it  had  been  duly 
considered  on  and  well  digested.  He  was  sup- 
ported  by  the  lords  Bathurst,  North  and  Grey 
and  Trevor :  but  they  were  opposed  by  the 
lords  Townshend  and  Onslow,  the  earl  of'^Sun- 
derland  and  the  bishop  of  Peterborough,  the 
duke  of  Argyle  and  the  lord  Carteret ;  and 
the  question  being  put  upon  the  said  metion, 
it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative  by  48  voicea 
against  18 ;  and  an  Order  was  made,  pursuant 
to  the  said  Resolution.  Then  a  motion  was 
made.  That  the  said  Order  be  made  a  Stand- 
ing Order  of  the  House,  &c.  but  the  debate  on 
that  motion  was  adjourned  to  the  Srd  of 
March,  when  all  the  lords  were  ordered  to  bo 
summoned. 

Protest  against  passing  aBiU relating  to  rtin* 
ning  of  Oowis,]  March  2.  The  Lords  vead  a 
second  time  an  ingrossed  bill  firom  theCompooos, 
'  To  prevent  tbe  clandestine  running  of  Goods,' 
&c.  And  the  question  beinp  pot,  whether  the 
bill  do  pass,  it  was  resolved  m  the  id&rmative, 
by  36  against  |9. 

"  Dissentient^ 

'^  1.  Because  we  are  verv  sensible  of  the  ill 
consequences  that  attend  the  pernicious  prac- 
tice or  runuiuE  of  goods;  and  therefore  wish 
some  reasonable,  proper  and  effectual  method 
(which  we  do  not  take  this  Bill  to  be)  might 
have  been  set  on  foot  to  prevent  it. 

"2,  Because  the  roakihsthe  alteration,  by 
a  former  bill,  from  ships  of  15  tun  to  those  o£ 
SO,  has  not  proved  of  any  advantage,  as  we 
apprehend,  since  it  has  been  admitted,  that  the 
customs  have  fijlen  since;   and  We  find  nf 
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|n>ttnd  to  bope,  tliat  Hie  faitlier  ri^ng  fbe 
pfotiibitioit  to  stilus  of  40  tub,  as  li  done  by 
this  bill,  m\\  be  efTectURl ;  bot.  We  think,  there 
18  reasfm  to  fear  that  it  may  be  a  grc-at  preju- 
dice to  the  coasting-trade  in  |>aiticular,  since 
the  owners  of  such  vessels  are  thereby  sub- 
jected to  the  heavy  penalty  of  losing  their 
•baps,  when  possibly  they  may  be  entirely  in- 
nocent themselves,  and  ?be  fault  may  be  com* 
mitted  only  through  the  folly  or  knavery  of  the 
sailors,  which  will  discourage  the  lending  small 
vessels  to  those  who  trade  in  them,  by  which 
a  great  part  of  the  coast-trade  is  at  present 
carried  on. 

<'  3.  Because  the  penalty  of  banishment  in 
the  bill  seems,  in  some  case»,  to  be  annexed  to 
a  very  small  offf  nee :  we  do  not  think  it  too 
great  for  any  one  wbo  shall  l>e  taken  with 
goods  of  any  considerable  value,  and  with  a 
manifest  intent,  to  defraud  his  maiesty  of  bis 
customs ;  but  as  the  bill  is  worded,  it  will,  as 
ure  conceive,  extend  to  any  '  gentleman,  if 
armed,  returnin|(  from  his  traveb,  who  has 
•bout  him  knowingly  the  least  trifle  that  has 
not  been  entered  and  paid  duty,  though  he  has 
not  the  least  design  to  defraud  the  king  of  his 
customs,  or  thinks  he  is  transgressins  any  law 
whatsoever;  and  we  do  not  think  nt  to  de- 
peady  that  mi  severe' a  law  may  not,  in  such 
oard  cases,  be  sometiVnes  executed  with  rigour. 

"  4*  Because  it  was  endeavoured,  but  with- 
out success,  at  the  Committee,  to  have  ex- 
cepted the  barges  of  noblemen  and  of  the  lord 
mayor  and  companies  of  the  city  of  London, 
whi<;h  cannot  be  supposed  to  be  used  (and  the 
great  barges  of  state  belonging  to  the  city  can- 
aot  be  Msed)  in  the  running  of  goods ;  and 
therefore,  we  conceive,  the  making  it  necessary 
for  tbe  nobility,  or  the  lord  mayor  and  com- 
panies to  ap(>ly  to  the  admiralty,  for  a  licence 
to  use  their  own  bargeaf  on  the  river  Thames, 
or  lay  aside  the  use  of  them  for  want  of  such 
licences^  which  cannot  be  obtained  with- 
out giving  such  a  security  ns  will  biud  and  in- 
cumber the  real  estates  of  the  obligers,  to  be 
not  only  a  great  and  unnecessary  indignitT,  but 
also  an  invasion  of  properry,  especially  in  the 
caae  of  the  barges  helonging  to  the  city  of 
itondon,  wiiich  city  has  an  ancient  right  to  the 
^nservation  of  tlie  rivtr  Thames,  and  as  high 
an  interest  in  it  as  is  possible  to  be  had  in  any 
navigable  river ;  and  therefore  wc  think  it  at^- 
furd,  as  well  as  injurious  to  property,  to  com- 
pel the  great  gtticers  and  companies  of  that 
city  to  ask  and  give  security  for  a  licence  to 
navigate  or  pass  on  that  pan  of  the  Thames, 
Which  may  not  improperly  be  called  their  own 
fiver. 

*<  5.  It  seems  to  us  partial  anfj  unjust,  that 
the  prohibition  of  barges  and  other  vessels  de- 
scribed in  the  bill,  should  extend  only  to  the 
counties  for  that  purpose  named  in  the  bill, 
and  not  to  other  maritime  counties,  especially 
such  as  are  most  infamous  for  running  goods ; 
where,  though  the  vessel^  described  may  not  as 
yet  be  so  much  iti  use  as  in  the  counties  numed, 
yet  will  imdonbtedly  be  more  osod  in  other 


counties  Aot  named,  when  tbey  can  n<>  longer 
h^  kept  in  the  bounties  or  phures  the  bBl  ex- 
tends to;  and,  we  Conceive,  laws  ahooM  net 
make  a  distinction  whei^  tliere  is  no  dtflerence 
in  reason,  on  a  dependance  that  it  may  be  sap- 
plied  by  a  new  law  another  opportunity. 

'^6.  Becaatetke  time  Idlowed  -by  the  bit 
(viz.  to  the  85th  of  this  instant  Mnrcb)  either 
to  dispose  of  the  barges  and  otbek-  prohibiced 
vessels,  or  obtain  licences  for  the  keeping,  is 
much  too  short,  as  we  conceive,  and  will  prove 
the  occasion  of  more  hardships  being  done^thaa 
can  possibly  be  foreseen. — ^(Signed/  Scars- 
dale,  Monney,  Bristol,  Litchfield,  Wes» 
ton,  Fra.  Uofien',  St.  John  de  CUetsoe, 
Aberdeen,    Foley,    North    and   Grey, 
Guilford,    Uxbridge,    Craven,     Boyle, 
Strafford,  Coropton,  Bathurat,  Ccrwper, 
Masham." 

A  New  Standing  Order  coacemsn^  tM^  en- 
terinf  Protests.]  March  3.  Tbe  Lords,  ac- 
cording to  order,  proceeded  to  take  into  consi- 
deration the  motion  for  making  the  Order, 
That  such  Lords  as  shall  enter  their  Protesta- 
tions with  Reasons,  shall  do  tbe  same  before 
two  o'clock  the  next  sitting  day,  and  sign  them 
before  the  House  rises,  a  StaiMiiiig  Order  of  the 
House,  and  that  the  same  be  entered  on  tbe 
roll  of  Standing  Orden,  instead  of  tbe  Order  •i 
the  5th  of  March,  ld4L 

Protest  against  it.]  And  the  said.  Onlec 
being  read,  after  debate,  the  question  was  put 
thereupon,  and  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

^  Dissentient' 

1.  *  For  that  the  Standing  Order,  in  relation 
to  the  ttnne  of  entering  Protesutions,  was  made 
above  80  ^ears  since,  and  was  restrictire  of  aa 
ancient  right ;  and  yet  in  all  that  tiokf,  till 
now,  has  never  been  thought  not  to  have  re-> 
strained  that  right  enough  ;  but  on  tbe  con- 
trary, whenever  longer  time,  than  is  allowed  by 
that  Order,  has  been  asked,  as  it  has  been  done 
in  innumerable  instances,  it  was  never  once 
denied,  as  we  believe;  which  shews  that  the 
constant  opinion  of  this  Hoiise  has  hhhertd 
been,  that  the  restraint  brought  upon  that  an« 
ciept  right  of  the  Lords,  by  that  M  Order,  has 
been  rather  too  much  than  too  little. 

2.  *<  The  abridging  this  ri^t  of  protesting 
with  reasons  yet  more,  r^W  necessarily  cause 
tbe  reasons  to  be  penned  with  less  accoracy, 
and  probably  longer  than  they  would  have 
been,  had  more  time  been  allowed;  which, 
though  it  may  gratify  those  who  differ  in  opi- 
nion from  the  protesters,  yet  will  hurt  the  ho- 
nour of  the  House,  as  we  conceive,  and  the 
dignity  of  the  records  tliereof;  for  we  can  by 
no  means  allow,  that  as  much  time  should  ooc 
be  afforded  to  word  the  Lords'  Reasons,  which 
are  to  be  entered  on  the  Journals,  as  wooU  be 
necesttary  to  the  wording  of  «  pamphlet  de- 
signed to  be  printed  and  published. 

d.  **  Qecause  we  conoei^'e,  that  if  this  far^ 
ther  restraiot  does  not  render  ttie  protesthig 
quite  impracticable^  jN3t>it'ma4t  prove  very  104 
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ttoMutmm  to  th*  Lonb 
wbo  «o«ld  make  use  of  that  tbttr  imdotiblacl 
iiglrt(  lor  if  •  itobiM  ibooM  uke  ap  aoj  kmt 

ttlMNlM 


dtbattt  of  coaieqaeoce 
4m^  tbe  niUrnw^kte  tine  aUowed  ii^  is  ow 
epM»o«»  Mt  tofioiaiit  for  Lotdls  who  d«i%B  co 
•  to  mMl  wid  bring  tbenr  ttvtril  pe 
•od  oftorwmrds  expreii  cbtm 


oadtouno: 


roslboy 
10  dp ;  and  bosidot,  Mt  them  fidrljr  ood 
ooraoccigr  entrtd  open  tbt  Joanud  s  So  that, 
m  ^OT  ooiwM,  Ibey  muit  vor^  oftte  be  ei^Mr 
oicMod  from  ootoring  oad  «if  otog  tbeir  Bea- 
toDty  or  cndore  a  great  deal  of  bardtbip  aod 
tocoaveoienccu  hj  deojing  tbemwlf et  the  usual 
rest  aod  refresiMDeDts  (« is  very  obvioos  with* 
out  farther  ezplamttion)  and  be  obliged  to  ooom 
ioof  before  their  ordinai;f  doty  of  atteodiog  the 
business  of  the  House  requires ;  so  that,  we 
cooeeivey  this  new  restraint  will  cither  binder 
flrotesting  widi  Reasons,  or  amount  to  akind  of 
popishment  on  dKiae  Lordsy  who  shall  make 
IBS*  of  their  nncieat  and  mdonhted  right  of 
pwPtiMting. 
4.    ««Thefo 


to  us  the  less  reason 
if  the  liberty  of  entering 
Pvotestntioos  with  Reasons  be  in  any  degree 
wkmmd,  the  Honse  can,  and  docs,  onkr  them, 
dr  soefa  pnrti  of  thin^  as  can  be  reasonably 
oh|oetndi0|S»be«3tnnM0d;  and  this  obsenra- 
tMNi  ii  yet  stronger,  to  dmt  of  km  precedents 
h— a  been  nnnde  of  eipmiging  a  great  nmnber 
ef  Aenseas,  and  nf  n  various  Mtture,  by  one  ge- 
■anal'qnestkmt  whieh  is  a  very  eipeditioos 
iswidyforany  nhnse  that  can  happen. 

B.  <<  If  ever  thera  should  be  a  time,  when 
IhtottmMMtoandoornnd  Admemis  less  in  use 
thmi  nt  fismiit,  this  new  reslriotion  on  the 
liigli  of  ptfsmstiim  widi  Beasmis,  may  open  a 
99  to  mmm  aitiSow  and  onfiur  prictioes  in 
ice  of  that  rii^;  dcefcs  amy  come  kier 
if  ftretend  other  bnsioessi  or  wrim 
■,«^  use  other  shifts  to  ntoid  perfeetmg 
eslnry  of  the  Reasons  liU  after  the  time  aU 
ed,  espedaUy  if  they  shall  tbiok,  though 
Msely/they  ^imly  nmaferiiy  of  the  Honse  by 
eo  doingy  which  wiU  make  liiem  at leasthope 
im^impanit;;  or  if  not  so  disposed,  theytmay 
ha^  OB  liw  ether  hand,  induced  (and  not  unrea- 
seBahiy)to  write  lasmr  and  more  loosely  thim 
wiM  beoeam  ihe  Joamal  of  this  HiMNey  that  the 
eatiy  amy  be  ihusbed  within  thetinw  lanited. 
Wedo  not  preteml  to  enameiam  nil  dm  ways 
oi  wukmg  dtts  altdratioa  of  the  old  tending 
■Ckdermoffe  ineoafenmnt  than  appears  at  first 
sight,  hot  onhr  speciAr  dMse  Ibw. 
^  <«  We  do  not  think  the  right  of  entering 
Btioas  with  Rsaseas  has  been  of  late 
so  as  to  jpve  ocoanoB  for  this  new  re- 


eidnction   of  that   right (Signed,)   W. 

Ehor",  Uihridge,  North  and  jGm, 
Boyle,  Litchfiekl,  St.  John  de  filelsoe^ 
Strafford,  BothorBC,  Trevor,  Aberdeen, 
Fr.  Roffen',  Fran.  Cestriens*.  €owper« 
Bristol,  Foley,  Weston.'' 

Protest  agmifut  expunging  Part  eftke  Pro* 
test  of  the  19ih  of  February,  about  the  Nat^ 
Debt.]  Then  the  Order  was  read  for  taking 
into  consideration,  the  Protests  entered  ou  the 
Journal  of  this  House,  oo  the  19th  and  SOth 
days  of  February  last,  and  the  sever^  Reasons 
in  the  Protest  eotered  the  19th  of  Febmaiy 
last,  against  putting  off  the  farther  considera? 
tions  of  the  causes  of  contracting  so  lane 
a  Navy  Debt,  for  three  weeks,  being  read,  it 
was  prooosed,  **  That  from  the  word  [speci- 
fied] in  the  tenth  line  of  the  fourth  Reason,  to 
the  eod  of  the  said  Protest,  [see  p.  9r0]  be  eiE- 
pnnged.*'  And  it  being  moved  to  adjourn,  the 
quesuon  was  put.  Whether  this  House  shall 
be  now  adioumed  till  Monday  morning  next  i 
it  was  resfllred  in  the  negative. 

Then  the  question waspot.  Whether  all  that 
is  contained  m  the  said  Protest  after  the  Word 
'  specified^  in  the  tenth  line  of  the  fourth  Rm« 
son,  shall  be  expunged  ?  It  was  rssoked  in  the 
affinnatire,  by  45  against  16. 
**  Dissentient* 
**  Because  when  we  were  giving  reasons 
against  puttine  off  the  farther  consideration  of 
the  causes  of  the  Navy-Debt  by  loiig  a4iottm* 
moits,  probably  for  the  whole  session,  as  we 
thought  no  reason  could  be  more  proper  than 
that  the  subiect*niatter  of  that  in<|uiry  was  not 
exhausted^  but  that  very  oHich  material  busH 
ness  renuuned  to  be  considered  on  that  head  ; 
so  we  did,  and  do  yet  conceive,  that  the  folfow* 
ing  that  general  assertion,  with  an  enumeratioa 
of  the  particular  matters  which  yet  did  remain 
to  be  inquired  into,  as  well  soch  as  arose  from 
papers  already  beforo  tlie  House,  as  others 
which,  we  were  well  assured  would  arise  in  the 
fortfaer  progress  of  that  business  (from  pnpert 
designed  to  be  called  for)  did  make  the  said 
general  argument,  which  stands  expunged,  more 
strong,  as  well  as  more  fair  and  candid,  by 
shewing  it  was  well  founded  upon  particulars  | 
and  although  the  House  has  not  thought  fit  te 
permit  the  said  enumeration  of  particulars  to 
stand  oo  the  Journal,  yet,  we  conceive,  we 
have  attained  this  advanti^e,  bj  haviugen* 
tered  them,  that  it  cannot  he  objected  to  ue 
now,  that  we  generally  affirmed  more  business 
of  consequence  remained  for  that  committee  to 
do,  without  being  able  to  instance  or  specii^ 
what  in  particular.-^ — (Signed)  W.Ebor,  Ux- 
bridge^Stndford,  Aberdeen,  Fr.  Roffen'^ 
Fhm.  Cestrien',  Bathurst,  Litchfield^ 
Foley,  Cowper,  North  and  Grey,TVevor| 
Boyle,  Bristol,  St.  John  de  Bletdio.'' 

Proieiiagmmiegptmgmg  the  Pratttt  (^tk$ 
fMk  qf  FA.  relating  to  tke  National- DdH.} 
Then  the  Renson  for  the  Pretest  entered  the 
90th  of  Feb.  kst,  on  consideration  of  the 
Slate  QftfaeHaiMal  Debt,  haing  lead,  irftor 


lea,  thoagh  H  Mr  have  been  osed  of  Ute 

fiaqaeniy  thaaiwrBwriy  |  for  which,  ao- 

there  bath  been  very 


k  terig^of  piotestiagwith 

read  aaslnl  ptifilM,  we nait  coafbss 

ear  lean^  Isst  tbaae  natnotiOBS,  dxiadi  not 
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Ptbate  the  qoestioa  i*w  pat^  whether  tiieeadre 
Eeason  for  the  said  Protest  ^aH  be  Mpunged  i 
{t  wasresolyed  in  the  affirmmtive. 
"  Disseocieot' 
*'  Because,  we  coaoawe^  there  is  no  instance 
of  expunging  the  Reasons  of  a  Protest,  ui^Iam 
they  were  thought  to  contain  something  inde- 
cent to  the  House,  or  alledged  matters  of  fact 
that  were  false ;  the  first  is  not  presumed  in 
this  present  case :  and  as  to  the  second,  the 
mdtter  depending  upon  figures,  there  cau  be  no 
dispute,  but  upon  the  method  of  calculation  ; 
and  if  the  Lor(^  who  signed  the  Protest  did 
choose  to  follow  the  method  observed  by  the 
6fficers  of  the  Exchequer,  rather  than  any 
other^  we  do  notconceif  e  their  ReasooSy  founded 
on  such  authority,  deserved  to  be  expunged  ; 
neither  do  we  think  the  said  Lords  were  obliged 
to  make  deductions  from  the  Exchequer  ac- 
count, which  was  laid  before  the  House,, 
without  makjng  the  proper  i^ddiiipns at  the  snme 
time ;  for  it  must  be  agreed,  tmt  if  the  Debt 
stated  in  1717,  was  but  47,800,000/. ;  and  in 
the  year  1720,  above  fifty  millions,  the  bringing 
the  annuities  into  the  South-Sea  Company  may 
occasion  an  increase  of  about  two  miiiions  and 
4  lialf;  and  the  Army  *Dehentu res  not  yet 
brought  to  account,  are  estimated  at  about 
half  a  million  more ;  and  the  Debt  of  the  Navy 
b  near  two  millions  ;  so  the  whole  appears  to 
Be  about  fifty-five  millions,  and  the  increase  of 
»  the  National  Debt  (since  it  was  stated  in  1717) 
might  therefore  be  reckoned '  about  seven  mil- 
lions;  and  deducting  the  million  of  Exche- 
quer-Bills lent  to  the  South-Sea  Company,  the 
real  increase  of  the  National  Debt,  above  what 
It  was  sutedat  in  the  ^ear  1717,  appears  to  us, 
at  this  time,  about  six  millions :  but  as  the 
Reasons  were  founded  on  the  account  laid 
before  the  House,  which  kept  in  the  millioa  of 
Exchequer- Bills  as  a  Debt,  and  excluded  all 
the  other  articles,  we  cooceive  they  ought  not 
to  have  been  expunged,  since  the  under-reck- 
•  oning  the  Debt  was  not  the  objection  made 
againsC  them. -^Signed)   Fran.   Cestriens', 

Bathurst,  Foley,  Cowper,  Strafford,  St. 

John    de  Bleuho,   NOrth  and    Grey, 

Litchfield,  Boyle,  Guilford,  Fr.  Roflfen*, 

Uxbridge,  Weston,  Aberdeen,  Bristol, 

Trevor.*^ 

Protest  aguinU  expunging  the  PratetS  of  the 
Vth  Jan.  against  the  Quakers'  Bill,]  March 
$.  The  Order  was  i%ad  for  taking  into  consi- 
deration the  Protest  entered  in  the  Joomal  of 
the  17th  of  Jan.  [See  p.  946.1  on  rejeoting  the 
Petition  from  the  London  Clergy  against  the 
Quakers'  Bill ;  and  tho  several  ReaMBS  for  the 
said  Protest  being  read,  after  debate,  the  Ques- 
tion being  put,  that  the  entire  Entry  of  the 
JEteasooB,  for  the  said  Protest,  be  expunged ;  it 
was  resolved  in  the  »$nnative^  by  54  voices 
•gainst  10. 

**  Dissentient' 
^*  Because  former  Reasons  entered  againet 
jome  late  Resolutions  for  expunging  do,  as  we 
^M^ive^  eqoaUy  extend  to  justify  our  ^ 


tothts  ResdntioB ;  aad  dMrdfove, 4o  i 

petition  we  reltr  to  tboeo  Reaioiia,  with  dm 

futher,  That  we  do  not  find,  and  believie  Aera 

is  not  any  preoodenty  wherein  Rensona  for  • 

Protestation  have  boon  taken  into  ooiisidef»» 

tion  by  the  Hoote  so  long  after  tbey  wve  en* 

teittd,  «s  in  the  present  case;  and  tbe  inoon- 

venjencies^f  doing  so  are,  in  oar  opininn,  very 

MAifest.-^ — (Signed,)  Straibrd,  F.  Boflfiea', 

Boyle,  North  and  Grey,  St.  John  dn 

Bletsho,  Fran.  Cestriens',  Cravea^  Aher« 

deeok  Uxbridge,    Monnyoy^   Cowpci^ 

Bathoftt,  GniUbnl,  Litchfield,  Fcley.'* 

TAe  Speaker*s  Speech  to  the  Ifing  on  prttemi* 
ing  the  Money  &7/.1  March  7.  The  King 
went  to  the  House  of  Peers  with  the  usual  kate 
aiicf  solemnity,  and  the  Commons  attendioi^ 
their  Speaker,  upon  -present ins  the  Money- 
Bill,  madfB  the  following  Speedi  to  hia'  Ma- 
jest^,  vij, 

^'  Moat  graeioits  Sofvaraign ; 

'<  This  it  the  seipenth  yenr  in  which  jn^ran* 
jesty's  fidthfM  Commons,  withoat  bnulieii^g 
yodr  people  with  any  new  or  ntwanm)  tmvts^ 
have  readily  nod  cheerfsUy  gjMnted  to  yonr 
aajes^  the  neeessmry  Supplies,  not  imly  lise 
carrying  on  the  ordinary  espenoat  of  ti»  go* 
vemosent,  hot  for  nainraimng  tbniioBovr  and 
dignitv  of  the  crown ;  and,  at  the  snwe  tiase, 
iboy  have  omittnd  no  oppoitanty  of  enaing 
the  pnhlic  incomhranoes,  and  6f  patong  ihn 
National  Debt  mto  n  method  •TpayBicne;  for 
00  sooae#  had  your  mi^estyy  by  the  vigUnacf 
of  your  conneils,  and  the  snooeas  of  yoer  aemL 
restored  and  aaoored  the  public  pence  nM 
tranqailKty,  bot  yonr  CommoM  iiiiBuwiiilily 
foand  meant  to  radoce  the  Intercet  of  the  No* 
tional  Debt,  and  tfaerehy  set  a|init  o  Fn«^ 
which,  by  a  fiuthtr  raduction  of  iotenat  ainon 
made  by  your  Commons,  wBl,  in  a  ftm  jwanu 
be  considerably  increaaed,  and  the  pnymotot 
the  principal  become  practicable;  wnA  ten 
whicn  your  majettj's  trading  tubjeoiB  have  al- 
ready reaped  thit  immediate  benefit,  that  yonr 
ComoMMit  havo  been  enabled,  (kifin|  thit 
session,  without  endangering  the  tecmny  of 
any  parliamentary  engagements,  to  take  off 
such  duties  as  were  Ibiind  by  ezperienoe  to  ho 
mott  pn^judicial  to  the  trade  ano  maoofiKtnret 
of  yonr  kiagdomt.  And  at  yonr  Comnma 
waie  apprmntive,  that  the  IMeof  the  Navy 
watrismg  to  toch  on  height,  nt  vrooU^  if  oat 
timely  prevented,  nnoestaiily  affiset  and  Atpte 
date  ail  other  public  erodtt,  aod  whiclimonid 
inevitably  increase  the  chaifennd  eniifooe  of 
the  ciMTTidi  terriee ;  they  have  tfaerelbre  n»> 
aniooosly  agreed  on  toob  melkxb  of  diirli| 
iog  somudiof  that  Debt,  ait  will  aftoiuaiiji 
prevent  themitdnefii  thej  apprebeod,  nod  oao 
be  no  ways  bortbeMOOke  to  their  felkwr 
sobjectt,  it 

•*  Tbot  have  yoor  Cooimont  faHy  and  bfpij 

completed   eveiy  thing  which  yf  ^ ^ 

was  graciootly  pleated  to  reoommaod  to  I 

Bt  the  beginningof  thitaestieai  m 

yonr  majcityyin  yettryyit  nil  jm%  riwi  nijif 
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tUok  it  proper  to  meet  jour  people  in  pariiA- 
teent,  maj  thej  imitate  yoor  present  House  of 
Commons  in  our  duty  and  affection  to  joor 
najesty,  in  oar  steadiness  and  resolution  to 
support  yom>  Edvernment ;  maj  tl^y  coDiiplie^ 
with  like  application  and  diligence,  to  Attend 
trade  and  commerce,  the  true  and  natural 
tooroe  of  wealth  and  plenty  in  th^  kingdoms; 
«nd  we  should  think  ourselves  happy,  if  even 
bor  mistakes  might  he  of  service  to  Your  ma- 
jesty, hy  heing  a  warning  to  those  that  come 
ifter  tis  :  and  that  when  the  wisdom  of  your 
migesty'fc  councils,  and  the  steadiness  of  your 
administration,  shall  have  restored  credit  to  its 
fermer  flourishing  condition,  they  may  not  grow 
uratiton  with  too  much  prosperity,  but  may 
proceed  with  such  caution  and  prudence  in 
(heir  endeavours  to  lessen  the  National  Debt, 
ftS  nDhy  put  it  Out  of  the  power  of  any  s^t  of 
lit;ii  to  produce  mniery  and  distress,  from  what 
•ball  be  proposed  for '  the  ease  add  benefit  of 
your  people :  and  that,  by  the  ble^ing  and 
tBnstance  of  DiVio€fProvid<fnc^,  they  may  so 
•(flfoctoally  uiiite  thcf  kffections  of  you^  people, 
and  firmly  establbh  yoiir  majesty's  throne, 
<-Tfaat  the*  Scepter  may  6ot  depart  from  your 
^  Royal  House,  nor  a  Lawgiver  from  between 

<  your  Feet !'  That  die  ancient  legal  coosti- 
tntton  of  tills  kingdom,  in  King,  Lords  and 
CoounOna,  may  be  perpetuated  in  your  ma- 
iasty  and  your  Royal  Postenty^  till  tioie  shall 
wt  no  more. 

''Yoar  majesty  liavin|  been,  at  difierent 
tioMf ,  in  the  course  of  thn  session,  gradously 
pleased  to  accept  sueh  Supplies,  as  yoor  Com- 
flsoQS  offered  to  your  majestv  for  the  Service  of 
din  year,'  they  do  noi^  humbly  pray  your  ma- 
jeei/t  like  gracious  acceptance  of  a  Bill  they 
iiave  p^paM  for  discharging  the  Debt  of  the 
Mavy,  intid^,  *  An  Act  for  paring  off  and 

<  canc^lliiig  one  'MiUion  of  Bxcbeqoer  Bills, 

The  Kin^i  Speech  at  the  Clm  tf  the  Seventh 
mmi  last  Seswm  qfthe  Fifth  ForUanokt  itfOremt 
Britain.]  Afier  this^  the  Kio^  gBfre  the  royal 
assent  to  several  publicand  private  Bills.  Then 
the  Lord  Chancellor^  by.  his  miyestv*s  command, 
delivered  the  following  Speech  to  hotb  Houses: 

**  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen ; 

^  You  couldnot  have  given  me  a  more  ao- 
•aptable  instance  of  your  seal  and  afiection, 
than  by  dispatching,  with  so  much  unanimity, 
Ite  severd  particulars  I  recommended  to  you  at 
til  begianine  of  tins  spsion,  for  the  ease  and 
•dvaatage  or  my  people. 

^  The  many  and  great  eneouragements  yoo 
liave  given  to  onr  trade  and  manufactures,  and 
the  provisio&  you  have  inade  for  our  heint  sup- 
fMtBd  with  nsival  stores  from  our  own  pUnta- 
tiaos,  wiU|  I  make  no  doubt,  excite  the  iadoa- 
try  of  my  suljects,  employ  a  ^;reater  number  of 
CM  poor,  increase  our  navigation,  and  be  a 
cepwdtabia  additioo  to  the  ncfaes  aiwi  strength 
•f  this  Dation. 

^  OentlamcB  of  the  Honse  of  Commons ; 

^  TW  raimg  tbt  cairtst  Sap^ct  of  ika 


year,  and  the  making  a  provisiop  for  the  dis^ 
charge  of  so  considerable  a  part  of  the  Debt 
of  the  Navy,  is  a  farther  proof  of  your  affection 
to  me,  and  your  regard  for  Uie  public  ;  aod 
doing  it  in  a  maoner  so  little  bunheusoiiie  ta 
my  people  gives  me  the  greatest  satisfaction. 
'^  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen  ; 

"  I  cannot  in  justice  part  with  this  parlia* 
ment,  without  returning  you  my  sincerest 
thanks,  for  your  steady  and  resolute  adherence 
to  my  person  and  government,  and  to  the  in* 
terest  of  the  Protestant  Cause,  both  at  home 
and  abroad.  The  enemies  of  our  happy  coiw 
stitution  have  given  the  strongest  and  most  ho^ 
nourable  testimony  of  your  behaviour  in  tbesa 
particulars,  by  the  implacable  malice  which 
they  have,  upon  all  occasions,  expressed  against 
you. 

**  You  must  all  be  sensible,  that  they  are, 
at  this  juncture  reviving,  with  the  greatest  in- 
dustry, the  same  wicked  arts  of  calumoy  and 
defoinadon,  which  have  been  the  constant  pre- 
ludes to  public  troubles  and  disorders;  and 
such  is  their  infatuation,  that  they  flatter  them- 
selves the  grossest  misrepresentations  will  tura 
to  their  advantage,  and  give  them  an  oppor- 
tunity of  recommending  themselves  to  the 
fiivoor  and  good  opinion  of  my  people ;  but  I 
have  so  just  a  conndeace  in  the;iffection  of  my 
subjects,  and  in  their  reeard  for  their  own  wel- 
fare, that  I  am  persuaded  they  will  not  suffer 
themselves  to  be  thus  imposed  upon,  alid  be- 
trayed into  their  own  destruction. 

**  For  my  part,  as  the  preservadon  df  tha 
constitution  in  church  and  state  shall  always 
b^  iny  care,  I  am  firmly  determined  to  oon- 
dnue  to  countenance  such  as  have  manifested 
their  deal  for  the  present  establishment,  and 
have  the  religious  and  civil  rights  of  all  my 
subjects  truly  at  heart;  and  I  question  not  but 
that  behaviour^  which  has  justly  recommended 
them  to  me,  will  effectually  secure  to  them  the 
good  will  of  all  that  are  well  affected  to  my 
government;  and  will  convince  the  worl(( 
that  the  expectations  of  those  are  very  ill 
grounded,  who  hope  to  prevail  with  a  Protes- 
tant free  people,  to  give  up  their  religion  and 
hberties  into  the  hands  of^such  as  are  enemies 
to  both.'' 

The  ParUament  iUmlved.)  And  than  tha 
Lord  Chaacellor,  by  his  majesty's  oommaad, 
prorogued  the  ParUament  to  the  t5th  of 
Mar^  179S,  but  on  the  10th  of  the  sama 
month  a  Proclamation  was  issued  for  the  Dts* 
Bolntion  of  thb  Parliament,  and  the  CaUiof 
another, 

PaXircXPAL  OCCUBBEKCIS  FBOM  THE  Dl88«- 
XUTIOW  OE  THB  OlD  TO  THE  MeBTIMO  OF  TUB 

New  Paeliaicbkt— DeoM  of  the  Eari  ^ 
SimderUmd  and  the  Duke  of  Marlborough. — 
Ftogrea  cf  the  FUciione.'^A  Flat  discovered 
^Bishop  Atterhury  and  several  other  Frn^ 
sons  taken  up^-^Meeting  of  the  Nem  For* 
Uament^  *  Soon  after  the  dissolodoo  af  tha 
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parliaiiieDL  died  Cbarlea  SpMcer,  earl  of  Sun- 
ikrlABdy  whose  ftbditiei  u  a  mMister  were  in- 
dttpatable,  bol  who  eipoeed  bibself  to  threat 
odium  by  tbe  Tiolence  of  bit  tenper,  and  the 
share  he  was  thought  to  bare  bad  in  the  Sooth- 
Sea  scheme ;  and  iu  the  Uiter  part  of  his  life 
it  is  thought,  opon  good  crovads,  that  he  had 
entered  into  correspofidencies  and  desigps, 
which  would  hate  b^i  fatal  to  himself,  or  to 
the  puhtic'.-^His  death  wha  followed  in  less 
than  a  month  by  that  of  his  fiither  in  law  the 
duke  of  Marlborouch«  ile  was  interred  the 
9tb  of  Aufnst,  with  great  funeral  pomp,  in 
Westminster  Abbey ;  and  was  socceedetl  as 
inaster-fsoer^  of  the  ordnance^  and  ookmcl 
of  the  first  regiment  of  foot»  by  the  earl  of 
Cadogan. — ^The  elections  for  members  of  par- 
Kameot  were  earned  on  with  great  seal  on 
both  sides,  but  the  majority  of  the  elected,  was 
dearly  in  fatoor  of  the  coort ;  as  was  likcfrise 
Ihat  of  the  sixteenSoots  peers. 

It  was  kiag  Oetege's  lot  to  meet  with  con- 
tintial  distorbaaoes.  The  aflUr  of  the  Sontb- 
Sea,  and  the  favotir  shown  to  the  managefs  of 
that  scheme,  bad  raised  great  discontenu.  It 
was  Dantral  for  the  enemies  of  his  person  and, 
gOTemaient  to  improt*  such  a  iunctare.  Ao- 
cordiody  they  did  so  j  and,  though  widiout 
hope  of  any  foreign  assistfmce,  they  im^ined 
it  possible  to  mcctod  in  their  designs,  unless 
prevented  by  a  discovery.  The  king^had  some 
suspicion  of^a  Plot,  which  he  had  inumated  in 
his  speech  to  both  Houses,  but,  presently  afler, 
his  suspicions  were  turned  into  certainty.  In 
the  beginning  of  May  he  had  full  information 
of  a  conspiracy  fonned  against  hiro,  the  first 
notice  of  which  came  from  the  duke  of  Orleans. 

Upon  this  information,  a  camp  was  marked 
out  m  Uyde-park,  to  which  the  troops  of  the 
king's  houshold  marched  the  next  day.  Orders 
were  issued  to  all  military  officers  immediately 
to  repair  to  their  respectite  commands.  Lieu- 
tenant general  Maccartney  was  dispatched  to 
Ireland,  to  bring  over  some  troops  from  {thence 
into  the  west  of  England.  Messengen  were 
sent  to  Scotland  to  secure  some  suspected  per^ 
,  sons ;  and  Mr.  Horace  Walpole,  who  some 
days  befoire  went  over  to  Holland,  was  in* 
structed  to  desire  the  States,  to  keep  in  rea- 
diness the  guarantee  troops,  in  order  to  be  sent 
into  England  in  cane  of  necessity.  On  the 
otl|er  hand,  colonel  Churchill  was  sent  to  the 
court  of  France,  with  a  private  oommissiony 
probably  to  see  bow  far  the  assurances  horn 
thence  were  lo  ho  dtpended  upon.  By  these 
precantions  the  public  tram|oiUity  was  pre- 
served in  Great>Bhtain«  However  the  ^pre- 
bensions  of  the  Plot  did  not  a  little  affect  pub- 
lic credit ;  for,  on  May  the  7th,  Soutb;Sea 
stock  fell  from  90  to  77;  and  the  timorous  or 
disaffiscted  bwa  to  run  upon  the  Bank.  But, 
ft  few  days  after;- the  funds  gradoally  rose  to 
theirformer  value. 

To  autborise  these  precantions^  and  soo^, 
the  temper  of  the  people,  the  lord  Townshend 
writ  ibe  foUowiug  letitr  ta  the  lord-mayor  of 
London.  ^ 


^  My  Lord;  Wbiteball,  May  6^  tf tS. 

*  His  majesty  having  i^thiog  more  nt  beiaif 
than  the  peace  and  safety  of  ^  food  city  of 
London,  the  protection  of  its  mhabitftats, 

'  and  the  support  of  public  credit,  bas  com-  | 
'  mmded  me  to  acquaint  your  lordship,  that  ht 
has  received  repeated  and  ungoestioiiabk  ad* 
vices,  that  several  of  bis  sttbjeot3^  fotystUM 
the  sJlegiance  they  owe  to  his  m^esty,  as  waB 
'  as  the  natural  love  they  ot^  so  baar  to 
t|ieir  country,have  enterdl  into  a  wicked  Con- 
spiracy, in  conoart  with  traitors  abroad^  fisf 
raisinfi  a  rebellion  in  this  kingdom  in  fiivoor 
of  a  Popish  Pretender,  wi^  a  trmittroos  da» 
sign  to  overthrow  our  ffzcdleot  oonsdtntioii 
both  in  chntch  and  state;^  and  to  sui^ioci  % 
Protestant  firee  people  to  Ijyraoior  and  mav* 
stition;  but  I  am  persaadad,  that  it  will  £a  s| 
great  satisfkction  to  your  lordship  and  tbn 

*  city,  So  find,  that,  at  the  same  time  X  an  oai* 
'dered  to  inform  von  of  this  desijgii,  I  fn 

*  likewisa  commanded  by  his  m»estT  to  let  jms 

*  know,  that  he  is  firmly  gisared  tmit  tbe  tuH 

*  thors  af  it  neither  are,  nor  wiU  be  supportad^ 

*  Dor  ev«i  eotmtenanced  by  any  fore^  |{owcr* 

*  And  as  bis  majesty  has  bi|d  dmefy  notica  af 

*  their  wicked  machinatbns,  and  hi^  made  tW 
'  proper  dispositions  for  defeating  tham  be  baa 

*  no  reason  to  doubt,  but  by  the  cominoance  of 

<  the  blessing  of  Alm^hty  Ood,  and  tbe  ready 

*  asustance  of  hb  faithful^  subjects,  this  dbrt 

*  of  the  inalibe  of  his  enemies  wilt  be  tamed  to, 

*  their  own  confusion. 

*  His  majesty  makes  no  donbt,  but  joor 
'brdship,  pursuant  to  the  trust  reposed  in  yost^ 

*  will,  in  conjunction  with  the  other  maystratffs 
^  of  his  good  city  of  London,  eieit,  with  tba. 
'  utmost  care  and  vigilance,  your  authority  aS 

*  so  important  a  conjuncture,  for  the  ptesy 

*  vation  of  the  public  peace^  and  the  secnfity 

<  of  the  dty.      t  am,  &c.       •  ToirstvaKS,* 

The  reception  this  letter  met  with  vras  v«ry  « 
aocepfable  to  tbe  court.  An  Address  wm 
presented  by  tbe  court  of  akfennen,  tKaakiag 
tbe  king  for  bis  indulgent  regard  to  the  city  ef 
London,  by  informing  them  of  the  widted  de- 
signs of  his  enemies  both  at  homa  and  abroad, 
and  ooogratnlatiBg  him  opon  tbe  happy  wcctsi 
of  1^  negotiations,  which  had  pntcmd  aa- 
surances,  that  these  traiteraias  puqpoeea  waoid 
not  be  supported  by  any  foreign  power. 

*  When  we  reflect  (continues  the  AddraM^  on 

<  the  many  blessings,  which  Britons   99^x^ 

*  under  the  protection  of  a  prihce^  who  wSt^- 

*  the  laws  or  this  land  hii  riile  £ftr  the  grnapn 
<mentof  his^  people,  when  wecoosidar  tbat 

*  aeitber  the  \:ivil,  or  religious  ^jb^*  af  Taar 

<  miyesty*s  subject,  have  met  wth  tba  mm 

*  instance  of  violation,  since  your  miyea^a  bap* 

*  py  accession  to  the  throne  of  tbcM  ttmkm^ 

*  when  we  recollect  vour  mijjestyfa  sanl^lo* 
'  money  and  benevobncs;,  (smoe  tba  1^  re* 

*  hellion)  to  numbers  of  those  who  nftaded,.  i 

<  ia  the  highest  degree^  against  thetr  king,  aad 
'  tba  laws  of  tbair  country,  ^e  caaaot  baS  as- 

<  press  Iha  utmost  abberraaaaofthoH  vUaaBad 
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iNHHtVg  pwwii,  w)io  tluAMua  compire 
«ml«ttam|it  to  bring  aim^Biid  heppj  paople 
noder.  th»  jukM  nod  tjrmmy  of  lapendlioiii 
•ad  ta  tttfoif*  UiM  lutfiott  in  •  state  of  blood, 
twmmj,  nnrf  wtmnif  rnnfiminn  Aftd  at  tbfte 
must  be  tba  onaToidabk  Gonioqoencea  vkU 
t^ndiat  any  entarprise  to  altar  oar  pBtaent 
b^m  BitabUahttien^  and  to  iotrodooe  a 
Pc^nhiMW:  aaSnghduaoB  tbat  vakia  our 
libertiet;  at  bonaM  man  tbat  baro  twoni  ab" 
Itfgaaaca  to  jour  ftngasty,  and  wbo  baive  ab- 
jmd and  ftooaiicad  tba  Pnteoder;  and  as 
roal  ftieadi  to  mn  exoeUaat  OMwtiftion  m 
xhanh  aad  stata  (iritba  PioteslaBt  prince  at 
tfM  bead  of  it)  we  beg  leave  ia  tbe  oMst  so> 
leaui  maonery  todedaie  to  yoarina|es^tbat) 
na  we  are  bowid  ia  gratitadty  we  win  exert 
emsalfes  in  onr  several  statioo^  witb  the  ot* 
natt  eare  and  v^anoe^  for  tbe  nreservatieo 
of  Uie  pnbbo  peace  and  tnuiqaiMity»  and  for 
theiesloring  of  pablic  credit;  puid  tbat  we 
will  use  oer  sincere  and  beartjr  endeavours  for 
tbe  inn  support  of  year  majesty  upon  tbe 
(btene,  and  for  tbe  nuddng  your  reign  easy 
ami  bappy/ 

Tbe  exaoiple  of  London  wai  followed  by 
■way  otber  cities  and  boroni^  wbo  all  ex- 
weeeed  tbe  sane  seal  and  devotioo.  But, 
lotrwitbstandiqg  tbesa  assamnoesy  tbe  bluff's 
KMimcy  10  Hanover  was  bud  aside,  tboogb  ae 
rei^ency  bad  been  settled,  in  wbicb  tbe  prince 
>f  Waks  bad  mo  part.  Tbe  court,  however, 
west  to  Kensington,  and  the  prince  and  prin- 
cesa  retired  to  wchmond. 

Verions  were  the  reports  about  the  nature, 
aaddiscovefy  of  tbe  conspiracy,  as  tbe  govern* 
ment  did  not  as  yet  think  fit  to  publishibe  par* 
tioalars.  Hewever,  to  remove  all  suspicion  of 
its  reattty,  several  persons  were  taken  up.  On 
tbe  31st  of  BTay,  Mr.  George  KelW,  wbo  went 
under  the  name  of  Johnson,  an  Irish  cleigjman, 
wtts  seised  at  his  lodgings  in  Bury-Street,  bv 
three  messengers,  for  treasonable  correspomh 
eneies ;  and,  having  ddivered  bis  sword  and 
papers  to  tbeoi,  thev  placed  them  iiv  a  window, 
and  went  in  searth  of  other  things.  Their 
negligenee  gave  him  an  opportunity  of  recover- 
ing bis  sword,  which  he  drew,  and  swore  he 
would  ran  tbe  first  man  through  the  body,  tbat 
disturbed  him  in  what  he  was  doins,  which 
was  burning  bis  Mmers  iiTa  candle  with  bis  left 
band,  whilst  he  nod  the  drawn  sword  m  tbe 
otber.  When  tbe  papers  were  burnt,  be  sur- 
rendered  bimsdrl 

On  the  4th  of  August,  Mr.  Robert  Cotton, 
of  Henringdonshife,  one  of  tbe  ceotlemen  con- 
cerned in  the  late  rebellion,  and  cleared  by  tbe 
act  ef  psice^  was  smsed  at  his  lodgiufpi  over 
agnint  Somerset  bous^  as  were  also  his  foot- 
man end  landUdy.  Two  days  after,  Mr.Codn 
ran  aid  Mr.  8mith  were  brought  prisoners 
ftofli  Edmbnrgb,  and  Cochran  vras  committed 
to  the  Tower.  One  John  Sample,  formerly  a 
servant  to  sir  Robert  Sutton,  wnile  be  resmd 
as  envoy  extraordinary  at  tbe  court  of  FraQoe^ 
having  been  taken  up  for  b%b-tieason,  end 
being  Iq  ewtedy  of  a  messenger,  ftmnd  means, 


Biiig- 


on  tbe  »t  of  August,jo  make  biasiiaaps,  i  ^ 
which  a  pffookmation.  was  isaaedeut,  wish *«: 
reward  oftfiOOl.  for  appsebeodiog  him.  AMf, 
oe  tbe  ldlh«  anotbev  prodamasion, -witb  tbe 
like  reward,  fras  pablisbed.  for  apprehending 
Mr,  Thomas  Carte^  a  noiyaring  dergyman, 
against  wham  a  warrant  bad  bmi  issued  by 
oneof  tbesecseteries  of  state. 

^  On  the.,9itb  ef  Angutt,  Dr.  Fraaeb  AtteF*.* 
bery,  bishop  of  Rochester,  and  deanof  Wesf^ 
mrebended  by  sqne.  of  the  kiuf^ 
wM,  bevinftearebed  biabodae,  and 
some  of  bis  papers,  easried*  bim  bifovd 
'  iae  of  the  fKny-ttiuno^^wbO)  baivkg* 
bim,comaaitted  him  so  tbe  Tower  for 
bUfe-traasoA  Tbe  next  day  Mr.  Thomaa' 
Moerc^  vicarof  St^Botolpb  Aldengsie^  formerly 
secretary  to  tbe  bisbon  efRoobester,wasbke- 
wiseta]cenup,and  afterwards  wamhied,  but 
soon  after  discharosd* 

About  the  middle  ef  Sepleasber, 
ley,  Mr.  Neynoe,  a  young  Insh-  priesl,  wtv 
two  other  persMn^  were  sailed  at  Deal,  aad* 
hioi^up  priaoaers  taLeadom  About  tbtf 
same  time  Mr.  Layer,  a  young  counsellor  of 
tbe  Temple,  beiiig  also  appimsnded,  been* 
deavoured,  the  next  dav,  to  make  bis  espape, 
imd  succeeded  so  for  in  bn  desi|[%  that  be  found 
means  tont  out  at  a  bedL-ww4aw  two  story 
high,  and,  having  reached  tiie  river  side,  be  gave^ 
a  scuUer  some  guineas  to  cany  him  over  the* 
water  to  Soothwark  with  aH  possible  expedition. 
But  beio)^  discovered,  upon  bis  going  off,  by  a^ 
servant  maid^  be  wnsimiiiediaiely  pursued,  and, 
a  hue-and-cry  being  raised  after  him,  be  waa 
taken  and  brought  back,  and  the  next  morning' 
committed  to  the  Tower.  On  the  eist  of  ;Sep- 
tember,  be  was  brou^t  under  a  stroifg  guardi 
to  tbe  Cock-pit  at  Wbitehall|  and^  having  been 
some  boors  under  examinatmn,  before  a  com* 
mittee  of  tbe  privy-council,  was  remanded  to 
his  confinement.  The  day  before,  Mr.  Sayer, 
of  the  Temple,  was  taken  into  custody ;  as  was 
also,  the  next  day,  Mr.  Stewart,  clerk  to  Mr. 
Layer,  while  his  master  was  under  examination. 
The  same  .day,  JoBn  Plunket,  serjeant  to  a 
company  of  invalids  at  Plymootb,  was  seised  at 
Chelsea,  upon  suspicion  of  being  concerned 
with  Mr.  Layer,  and,  after  examination,  com- 
mitted to  the  custody  of  a  messenger.  On  tbe 
S4tb,  Mr.  ShippenV  house  in  Norfolk-street 
was  seardied  for  papers,  tbat  might  give  light 
into  some  suspicioos.  Warrants  w4re  l&ewise 
issued  out  for  apprehending  the  lord  North  and  • 
Grey,  who  was  gone  as  for  as  tbe  Irie  of  Wight^ 
and  had  puthiuMelf  on  board  a  smuggler's  sloop, 
having  been  some  time  at  Mr.  Holmes's  house 
intbatisbmd.  Colonel  Morgan,  the  depnqr 
governor,  being  informed  of  bis  being  on  boanl 
the  sloop,  sent  a  captain  of  one  of  the  king's 
frigates,  to  have  an  eye  ufMrn  the  sfoop,  aiui, 
wten  going  to  sail,  to  send  bis  long-boat  aboard, 
and  secure  all  tbe  passengers  on  sinpidon ; 
wfaidi  being  done,  tbe  ford  North  and  iirey  at 
first  pretend  to  be  another  person ;  but,  find- 
fog  that  did  him  no  service^  he  confossed  wbo 
be  was:  and  be  and  the  rest  of  the  passengsrt 
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Morrity  the  bkbop^i  dftoghtcr^  pnjinf  tku,  ia 
<ionsideraUon  of  the  bishop's  ili  jtate  of  beattli 
he  might  be  either  brought  to  a  speedjr  trial, « 
bailed  or  <fi$cbafged  t  but  it  was  over*rulerf, 
as  were  also  the  petitions  of  two  other  priaoacn 


im»  caff  lid  before  thegotemor,  who  t«ld  them, 
be  fluatseoore  then tiU he oookl write  to  court; 
wM$  upon  an  answer  from  tbeoce^  he  had 
orders  to  send  them  up  in  oostodv*  The  lord 
yorth  and  Ore/s  house,  in  Great  Queen^strqet, 
being  also  seardbed  for  papers,  the  messenger 
ibond  there  Mr.  Swalhfegger^  secretary  lo  the 
carl  of  Orreiy,  who  was  seised  and  committed 
to  custody  :  and  the  next  morning,,  September 
STytbeeari  himself  was  brou^t  to  town  ffom 
bis  seat  at  Brittel  in  BockingbaiMdiiie,  and 
faafing  been  esamtaed  at  the  Cock  git,  was  or- 
<lered  to  be  oonfioed  that  night  at  his  own  house 
In  GlasspHons*;Sti«Bt,  under  a  guard  of  thirty 
•oldiers ;  and  the  neit  day,  in  the  ereniag,  was 
agpun  examined  hj  a  commitCee  of  thu  privy^ 
•oundl,  and  oommittod  to  the-  Tower;  as  was 
ako  the  lord  North  and  Grey,  being  brougbtup 
from  Portsmouth  by  lieutenant  general  Mao- 
cartney,  colooel  Gordon,  and  a  messenger. 

On  the  Idth  of  Sentonber  Mr.  Fleetwood 
was  taken  into  custooy,  and  Mrs.  Layer,  igno- 
lunt  of  her  husband^s  fate  and  oomtn^  over 
from  France^  was  about  the  same  time  senedat 
Dover. 

'two  daya  after,  Mr.  Stephen  Neynoe,  the 
Ifirii  Pfiest,  seiMd  at  Deal,  oeiog  closely  con- 
Anadmthe  house  of  Mr.  Crawford,  one  of  the 
king's  mcBsei^(efSy  in  Maachester-court  near 
the  Thames,  found  means  about  three  in  the 
aMmingi  to  make  his  escape  from  a  window 
two  story  higby  by  tying  the  blankets  and  sheeto 
together,  and  got  to  the  wall  of  a  neighbouring 
nrden  acyoining  to  the  ri?er ;  but  not  knowing 
that  the  tide  was  hi^b,  he  leaped  into  th^  water, 
and  being  unskilled  in  swimming  was  drowned. 

After  Che  biibop  ef  Bochester  had  lain  a 
fi»rtaight  in  arisoa,  sir  Coostantinc^Phipps  pre- 
sented a  pention  to  llhe  court  at  the  sesttons 
beniain  the  Old  Bailey,  in  the  name  of  Mrs. 


for  the  plot,  Cochran  and  DennisrKcUV. 

The  commitment  of  the  bnfaop  or  Bocfaes- 
ter  made  a  great  noise  through  the  wh^le  king- 
dom, and  gare  occasion  to  the  disalfccted  to 
beisbten  jealousies  and  disooments.  Tbe^ 
pretended  his  confinement  was  injurioiia  ■»  the 
church  of  England,  and  the  episoopnJ  order, 
and  went  so  far  as  to  offer  ap  public  praycn 
for  him  (under  pretence  of  his|  beinr  aflbeted 
with  the  goot^  in  most  churches  and  ilia|n  is  ji 
London  and  Westminsteifv  ^^  Sunday  the  16tk 
of  September.  On  the  other  band,  endeavoan 
ware  used  to  remove  the  pnjndicaa  of  ths 
clergy  against  the  ministry,  and  Dr.  Gihua, 
bishop  of  Liocob  (now  of  London)  wrote  a  ar- 
eolar letter,  wherein  he  sets  fbrdi  the  indul- 
genoe  wherewith  the  bishop  was  treated:  the 
mat  respect  the  order  or  bishops  met  with 
from  the  kin|i  who  m  the  disposal  of  his  prefof- 
ments  was  directed  by  their  advice :  the  mt- 
probability  of  so  unpopular  an  act,  wkhoata 
just  and  even  neoessaiy  foundation :  and  last- 
ly, the  safety  of  the  nation,  which  requires  tint 
atl  ddiaquents  should  be  censored  as  eoch 
without  any  regard  to  the  office,  or  title,  or  bo> 
nour  they  bear. 


The  noise  made  by  the  Conspiracy  \ 
to  require  the  Meeting  of  the  New  PartiaaMot 
as  soon  as  the  season  would  permit.  Accoid- 
in^yootbe  9th  of  October,  the  kmgcametv 
the  house  of  Peers  and  opened  the  Sessian  with 
a  speech  to  both  Houses.  But  widi  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  New  Parliament  we  shall  i 
menoe  our  next  Volume. 
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TO 

VOL.    VU. 


N^  I. 

A  Report  from  the  Committee  of  SECliEcr,  appointed  by  Order 
of  the  House  of  Commons  to  examine  several  Books  and 
Papers  laid  before  tbe  House,  relating  to  the  late  Negocia- 
TioNS  of  Peace  and  Commerce,  &c.  Reported  on  the  9th 
of  June,  1715,  by  the  Right  Hon.  Robert  Walpole,  esq* 
Chairman  of  the  said  Committee.  Together  with  an  Appent 
Dix,  containing  Memorials,  Letters,  and  other  Papers  referred 
to  in  the  said  Report,* 

THE  Cotoinittee  of  Secrecv  appoittled  to 
cxamioe  the  seTeral  Books  aod  Papers  to  ibem 
referred,  and  to  report  to  the  Hooae  what 
thej  should  find  material  in  them,  haviog  esa- 
miued  and  considered  the  same,  have  agreed 
upon  the  following  Report  to  be  made  to  the 
House,  contaioiug  such  foots  and  papers  as 
appeared  to  them  to  be  most  material,  and  of 
the  highest  imporunce,  together  with  the  rea- 
sons that  induced  the  committee  to  lay  them 
before  the  House  for  their  further  consideration. 

The  several  Bouks  and  Papers  referred  to 
the  commiuee  chieflj  relate  to  the  late  ne- 
lotiationa  of  peace  and  commerce;  To  the 
intended  demolition  of  Dunkirk  ;  To  Che  ob- 
taining and  disposing  of  the  Assiento  contract ; 
To  ftome  negotiations  concerning  the  Catalans ; 
and  secret  transactions  relating  to  the  Pre- 
tender. 

The  Committee  was  in  hopes,  in  so  Tolumi- 
noiisan  enquiry,  to  have  been  able  to  trace  out 
•11  the  steps,  and  the  whole  pro^ss,  of  thete 
negptiations ;  but,  to  their  surprise,  thej  find 
a  want  of  several  books,  letters,  and  papers, 
meoti^^ed  and  referred  to  in  those  that  nave 
been  dehvered  to  them,  and  frequent  and  long 
interruptions  of  some  very  material  corres- 
pondences that  were  carried  on  :  Bat  beine 
informed,  that  these  acooonts  are  allj  which 
have  any  way  come  to  the  hands  of  those  who 
have  the  hotiour  to  serve  his  present  majesty, 
the  conmiittee  proceeded  to  draw  up  the  fol- 
lowing Repoft,  warranted  and  fmiided  upon 
toch  authorities,  as  the  persons  ooncerned 
voQchsafed  not  to  suppress. 

^  See  die  Prooeeding  of  the  Home  ofCom- 
moMsJnneQ,  ins. 
VouVtt 


The  first  material  paper  is  entitxiled  ''The 
first  Propositions  of  France,''  signed  by  M.  de 
Torcy,  April  the  SSd,  1711,  N.  al  and  is  hero 
annexed.  N°  1.  To  whom  these  Propositions 
«icere  directed,  what  previous  steps  had  been 
made  oa  the  part  of  France,  or  what  encou- 
ragement had  been  given  on  the  part  of  £ng» 
land  ;  does  not  appear ;  but  it  is  evident  that 
they  are  conceived  in  very  loose  and  general 
terms ;  that  from  the  beginning  the  design  of 
France  was  to  secure  Spain  and  the  We^t 
Indies  to  kine  Philip;  to  create  jealousies 
among  the  allies ;  and  that  Fra^jce  offered  to 
treat  with  Enghmd  and  Holland,  either  by 
themselves,  or  jointly  with  the  rest  of  tlio 
allies,  which  is  left  to  the  choice  of  England. 

On  the  27th  of  April,  1711.  O.  S.  Mr. 
Secretarr  St..  John  transmits  these  propositions 
to  lord  ftaby,  the  queen's  ambassador  at  the 
Hague,  with  ordera  to  eommunicate  them  to 
the  Pensionary,  **  to  assure  that  minister  the 
queen  was  resolved  in  making  peace,  as  in 
making  war,  to  act  in  perfect  concert  with  the 
States,  and  desires  the  secret  may  be  kept 
among  as  few  as  possible  ;  he  confesses  that 
the  terms  of  the  several  propositions  are  very 
general,  that  there  is  an  air  of  complaisance 
snewn  to  England,  aiid  the  contrary  to  Holland» 
which  might  be  of  ill' consequence,  but  can  be 
of  none,  as  long  as  the  Queen  and  States  take 
care  to  undersund  eacfar  other,  and  to  act  wit(i 
as  little  reserve  as  becomes  two  powers  so  nearly 
allied  in  interest ;  and  desires  the  Pensionary  * 
to  be.  assured,  that  this  rule  shall  on  our  par^ 
be  inviolably  ohs^rved.*^ 

Lord  Eaby  bv  his  letters  of  May  the  95  and 
26th,  1711,  N.  S.  to  Mr.  St.  John,  in  answer 
to  these  orders  and  aMuraDoes,  a^quaipu  Jiios/ 
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'*  That  the  Pensionary  had,  with  those  of  that 
state  who  had  been  formetly  eniplogred  in  xkt 
negotiations  of  peace,  cmisidend  M»  de  Toivry's 
propositions,  and  the  obliging  manner  in  which 
ber  majesty  was  pleased  to  communicate  them ; 
that  they  thanked  her  majesty  for  her  confr- 
dence  in  them,  and  assure  her,  that  tlieirs  is  re-> 
ciprocal ;  and  that  as  her  majesty  had  pro- 
mised, she  will  make  no  step  towards  a  peace 
but  in  concert  with  them,  they  desire  she  may 
be  assured  of  the  same  on  their  part ;  and  that 
they  wit!  make  no  step  in  tlwt,xnr  say  -otber 
kind  of  negotiation,  which  regards  the  mutual 
interests  of  both  nations,  but  in  communica- 
tion nnd  concert  wirh  her  majesty  ;  they  urtfe 
the  ntcessity  of  an  entire  confidence  one  Wirti 
the  other,  at  this  crttical  juncture ;  they  de- 
c.lai'e  themselves  weary  of  the  war,  which  they 
vndeavotnr  to  conceo)  from  the  enemy,  least  he 
should  make  his  advantage  by  it;  and  that 
they  are  read?  to  join  in  any  measures,  which 
tier  tnl^cety  shall  think  proper  to  obtain  a  good 
peaoe.  But  they  look  upon  these  propositioiis 
US  yet,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  secretary 
docs,  to  be  very  dark  and  g;eneral,  and  designed 
to  crefte  jetiousies  between  her  majestji  that 
republic,  and  thd  allies :  but  they  depend  upon 
her  majesty's  justice  and  prudence,  to  prevent 
any  such  ill  effect,  and  hope  she  will  make  the 
French  ex]»lain,  more  particularly,  the  several 
points  eontained  in  them." 

After  these  mutual  anormnces  had  passed  be- 
twixt Etigland  and  Holland,  the  committee  is 
'sorprixeato  find  not  the  least  communication  to 
the  States  of  the  Negotiations  that  were 
'carryinff  on,  for  abov6  five  months  together,  be- 
twht  Upland  and  France,  till  after  the  spe- 
.  chil  preliminaries  were  signed,  and  the  seven 
general  preKmkiaries  were  cenduded  and  sent 
no  them. 

In  the  mean  time  lord  Raby,  not  bdng  as 
yet  let  into  the  secret,  freely  declares,  he 
thought  it  adviseable,  andneotisftry,  to  go  open 
with  tlie  States  in  thb  matter  of  the  proposi- 
tions ;  acouaints  the  secretary  chftt  aU  the  let- 
ters from  France  agreed,*  that  all  the  hopes  the 
French  had  was  to  sow  jealousies  Among  the 
allies.  And  i%p«tits  his  advice.  That  we  inti^t 
iict  cautiously 'with  thllra  (the  Sttites)  that  th^ 
''nihy^have''no  temon  *to  abcuse  ns,  for  'tftking 
*the  least  measures  without  thtoi. 

But  it  was  not  long  before  ,Mr.  Secretary 
St.  John  prepared  hb  excellency  to  have  other 
aenthnents  of  the  manner  of  carrying  on  this 
Xiegotiation,  and  in  his  letter  of  the  39th  of 
May  acquaints  him  with  ifhe  agreeable  newt, 
"tliilt  it >as  her  majesty's  pleasure,  that  his 
«zcelfency  should  make  all  possible  haste  to 
coitie  over,  since  her  service  may  better 
dispense  with  hh  nbsence nc'this  point  of 
time,  than  h%iU  perhitps  do  at  another,  and 
%ince  we' must  hoiv  expect  tohnve  Tery  soon 
upon  the  tapis,  many  intrigties,  concerning 
vrhich  the  oueen  thinks  it  expedient  that  be 
should  donter  with  the  ministers  here ;''  ac- 
quaints him,  that  her  majesty  designed,  upon 
iui  arritaly  to  give  Urn  m  promotion  in  the 


peerage,  which  he  had  desired.  And  then,  (bic 
his  excdlmcy  might  begin  to  have  some  no- 
tions agreeable  to  the  sense  of  our  minister^ 
Mr.  St.  John  in  answer  to  some  Tery  long  let- 
ters of  his  lordslup'sftiil  of  his  own  reasoaingi, 
and  the  repeated  assurances  of  t)ie  ministers  of 
the  States  to  act  in  perfect  conceit  and  with  ao 
en  tire  confidence  in  her  majesty,tells  bin  in  these 
wofds,  *^  That  Britain  had  gone  so  Dinch  too 
far  in  weaving  her  interest  into  that  of  theooa- 
tiuent,  that  it  would  prove  no  easy  task  to  dn- 

But  this  work  of  tearing  and  rending  did  act 
at  all  discourage  his  excellency,  who  waitioc 
^eh  for  severu  posts  from  Eo^nd,  stopped 
hy  Contrary  winds,  and  bcj^inning  to  suspect 
that  the  course  of  the  negotiation  was  tomd 
into  another  channel,  that  the  minieify  h«fc 
mtgjbt  be  satisfied  that  fait  lordship  couid  with- 
out much  difficulty  depart  from  his  ownopioioD, 
he  declsres  in  his  letter  of  Jane  the  l(»tb, 
ini,N.S.toMi'«St.John;  '<  Yon  *itfy  be  as- 
sumed, I  will  venture  any  thing,  and  undertake 
any  thing,  to  serve  the  queen  ;  you  may  ven- 
ture boldly  to  trust  me  with  the  lefti  ioCentioRS, 
and  be  aesured,  I  will  not  make  fuvther  use  of 
them,  than  according  to  my  iostructions.  He 
tells  him,' if 'the  thing  is  acttmly  gone  "no  fiirtfaer 
than  it  appears,  and  France  has  not  jet  ex* 
plained,  and  he  has  a  mind,  that  he  Should 
come  -over  for  the  queen's  service,  **  he  b 
ready  to  come  in  a  yacht,  frigate,  packet-beat, 
or  any  way ;''  and  oondodes,  **  in  short,  dii- 
pose  of  me  how  you  please,  for  all  my  desire  is 
to  serve  her  mniesty  to  her  satisfaction,  and  i 
shall  never  grudge  any  danger  and  pamt.** 

This'Toluntary  and  frank  declaration  his 
excellency  desires  in  a  particular  manner,  may 
with  his  homble  compliments  be  commuiiicatcd 
to  the  duke  of  Shrewsbury  and  Mr,  fiariey. 

It  has  been  already  observed,  Chat  idl  CQ^ 
respondence  betwixt  England  and  Holland, 
concerning  the  present  treaty,  ended  with  the 
cdmmonication  of  the  first  proposidons  of 
France;  if  the  Dutch  had  made  any  attempts 
to  wrest  the  negotiation  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  queen,  if  tliey  had  entered  into  tmy  sepa- 
rate measures,  or  taken  any  steps  that  'Ittight 
give  ju^  occasion  of  offence  or  suspicion  to 
£nglisnd,ith  tert  prdbal>le  the  aecooots  ^ 
any  slith  proceedings  wonM  have  beetelelt  by 
the  mmist^,  for  trohr  own  justification  ;  bat 
the  committee  does  iiot  find  the  least  ifitiio»- 
tion  of  this  lind,  and  are  at  a  loss  to  know 
-upbnf  whttt  pretence  such  solemn  assctfances 
were  dispensed  with  as  soon  as  made, -and  the 
honhur  and  name  of  the  qoeeii  tftomo^  \o 
the  private  views  Of  her  mimsters. 

All  tmnsaetions  be^vdxt  England  aftdTr iiice 
dtirhig  this  time,  except  two  or  three  W^ 
are  entirely  snp)jr^sed,^hich  In  lord  StMonft 
instructiwts  of  October  the  1st,  1711,  are  itML 
to  hUft  beA  duried  oh  by  psjperssent  back- 
ward and  forwsurd,  vidjmticfa  traike  spent' Aiem- 
in ;  the  'first  paper,  that  is  found,  is  called, 
^*  Private  PropositiOhs  ttftit^y  Mr.  Prior  mm 
England*"  dated Jiilyi|t.'No.S« 
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TkeoentiaafwparcaUed,  Mr.  Frig's  Au- 
tboricjr;  this  is  siga^  Aim«  R,  at  Uio  top, 
and  A.  R.  a(  tbe  bolioiB^  not  G•^At«niKne4, 
and  is  frkboM  a  dal^  aod  ch«  conteats  are, 
**  Mr.  Piiof  is  fiilij  inatructed  and  autbpri^ 
ta  aamoiUDicate  (o  Fr a9C^  oor  prf  tiauaary  d^ 
mandv  Md  to  brii^  ys  back  the  answar/* 

Tbaee  two  papers  togathar  must  ba  undar- 
stoad  to  ba  Mr,  rnov's  powan  aod  iostroctionsy 
Of  ara  at  laaat  ^  %k^  ara  louad  iu  tb^  oQice, 
or  fiveo  in  bji  hiw ;  but  bj  an  antr j  io  lord 
Boaiavd's  booit  snljioinad  to  ibeaa  private  pro- 
positiona  carried  oi?er  by  Mr.  Prior,  it  appears 
tbaA  Mr.  Prior  bad  orders  tQ  see  if  France  bad 
M  pawfirs  from  Spain* 

Tbese  propositions,  wbieb  were  iarmed  bere, 
laiva  na  puam  to  dof^bt  oi  tba  little  conoern 
tbe  ministry  had  toi  maite  pood  tbe  repeated 
urikiraacesy  ibat  bad  ba^u  giv^  to  tba  allies, 
in  tbe  quean's  name,  to  make  tbe  French  more 
plain  aad  paMiciilary  since  in  all  tUings  tbat 
eonoartt  tm  allien  tbeEoglisb  proposak  are  as 
dark  asd  geaaialt  a»  tbise  that  came  frqm 
Fianoaj  and  if  this  stiU  oonld  be  any  quas- 
tiol^  it  is  satteieatly  alearad  up  i^  a  third 
paper,  intkvladv  ^  Drangbt  of  Answers  apoa  tbe 
coafsraace  with  M.  Masaa(cr/'  vbereia  tbe 
Britisb  miniMry  is  mocb  sar^sad  to  find  That 
M.  Mfanagfr  Kad  ofdew  to  insist  thai  the  gaeeo 
sboold  enter  into,  particular  engagements  upon 
diftrs  ariieletf  which  dcf»ead  not  upon  heri  end 
ahich  laf^ard  tba  interest  of  the  allies ;  they 
sppeal  ta  aU  tbe  papera  which  had  bean  sent 
baekward  and  forward  doling  this  negotiation, 
sad  Io  that  which  was  carried  by  Mn  Prior, 
that  tbe  principle  upon  which  thar  bad  treated 
all  alang  was,  that  Frence  should  consent  to 
aiQiipt  the  iuicresls  of  Oseat  Britain  m  the 
m  pUoa.  This  ia  a  principle  from  which  the 
queen  can  never  depart,  and  that  it  was  abso* 
brtaly  necessary  to  remit  the  discussion  of  the 
particaUr  interests  of  the  allies  to  gmeral  can- 
ferences. 

Bf  this  k  appears,  that  the  miaister  ^f 
Fmnea  was  instructed  to  treat  of  the  interests 
of  the  allies,  which  the  English  ministry  would 
by  ao  means  eonsaat  to. 

By  M.  Tofsy's  Propoealsy  Franca  offored  to 
tisat  with  Enghral  tod  Ualland,  either  by 
tbamiahfas,  or  jointly  with  tbe  rest  of  the 
allias,  not  ooaeeiviag  that  Holland  could  poa- 
•ibljr  be  eidiidad  from  the  negotiation ;  but  it 
is  determined  by  the  Eogliah  ministry  to  carry 
OB  a  aeparate  neatitiation  with  France,  eadiH 
Mve  af  all  the  alues,  and  in  their  private  pror 
yositioiii,an  eiMesaartide  is  inserted,  ^<  That 
tbe  leof et  sboold  ba  inviolably  kept,  till  al- 
lowed to  be  dhmlgad  by  tbe  consent  of  both 
fNtfties^  aodthemy  iSnglapyi  put  the  aego** 
tiatioaiato  aaaaifaod  mora  advantageoos  fiw 
¥iraoce,than  France  had  proposed  or  coold 
ksjefcr, 

Tbe  Cowmttteathiiik  it  pfOfwr  to  ia^rt  bare 
tefirtt  part  af  the  Eigbtb  article  of  the  grand 
tHiaace^  wbeaeio  it  is  atipBlatad,  *  NaatH  par^ 
^ciamfiis  jity  BeUa  sanal  snK:epto,  da  Pace 


*  monicatis  Copsiliis  cum  altera  Parte.'  What 
will  be  tho^ght  of  so  manifest  a  violation,  as 
this  whole  proceeding  «tppyears  to  be,  of  the 
grand  alliance,  tbe  committee  will  not  tltke 
upon  them  to  determine ;  but  this  step  beins 
oace  taken,  and  secret  preliminaries  signed 
upon  this  foot  between  England  and  France^ 
before  anything  bad  been  iinaUy  treated  and 
concludeci  for  Uie  security  of  Great  Biiuiu, 
what  fatal  cooseipiences  did  happen  to  her  mar 
jestv's  kingdoms,  and  what  advantages  accrued 
to  the  conmion  enemy,  seems  to  de^rve  the 
most  mature  cuosideration. 

Before  we  leave  these  Propositions  it  must 
be  observed,  that  here,  in  the  very  infancy  of 
the  negotiation,  the  trade  of  the  world,  and 
the  emire  Spanish  monarchy,  which  had  cost  so 
many  millions,  and  the  emision  of  so  mucb 
blopd,  without  being  once  insisted  upon,  con- 
trary to  tbe  repeated  addresses  of  several  par- 
liamentSi  and  the  declared  sense  of  the  queen, 
are  given  up  bv  the  English  ministry  tp  the 
house  of  Bonrbon,  for  verbal  assurances  that 
the  crowns  of  France  and  Spain,  shall  niever 
he  united  :  and  that  this  was  done  so  early^ 
will  be  necessary  to  be  remembered  ii^  tbt 
further  progc^  of  these  transactions. 

There  is  no  account  eiven  of  any  correspon- 
dence With  Mr,  Prior  durii^  this  his  stay  in 
France,  nor  does  the  certain  time  of  his  conti* 
nuance  there  appear.  Upon  his  arrival  at 
France,  M.  de  Torcy  in  bisjetter  ot  the  3d  of 
August,  ini,  N.  S.  tells  Mr.  St.  John  "he 
saw  with  great  pleasure  Mr.  Prior  return  after 
an  intervfU  of  so  many  years ;  that  he  could 
have  wished  he  had  had  greater  liberty  to  employ 
those  talents,  which  he  was  persuaded  he  voul4 
have  made  a  good  use  of;  but  he  hopes  M. 
Mesnager  will  supply  what  he  could  no(  do.'' 
Upon  his  return  he  was  attended  by  M.  Men 
miger,  a  minister  of  France,  vested  with  full 
powers  in  due  form,  and  dated  August  tbe  3d, 
1711,  to  treat,  negotiate,  conclude,  and  siga, 
.with  such  ministers,  as  should  he  authorized  in 
due  form,  not  by  Britain  only,  but  any  gf  tbe 
princes  or  estates  then  in  actual  war  with 
Fraqce, 

That  M*  Mesnf^r^  uppn  his  arrival  here^ 
frequently  <^nferred  with  the  queen's  minister!, 
appears  by  many  instances ;  but  the  subject 
matter  of  these  conferenoes,  the  times,  places, 
and  particular  persons  with  whom  l»e  treated* 
or  by  wbat  authority,  the  comfnittee  find  no  ac* 
coiintof,  till  the  30th  of  September.  1711. 

fty  a  letter  of  Mr.  Secreury  St.  John,  thei^ 
^t  London,  of  that  date,  to  the  queen  at 
Windsor,  No.  3,  it  isppears,  ^hat  the  lord  trear 
surer,  lord  chamberlain,  lord  Dartmouth,  and 
Mr.  St.  Jobnj  n>et  M.  ^esnager  that  evening 
at  Mr.  Prior's  hoase ;  whiph  ineetiug.  as  Mr^ 
St.  John  s^ySf  was  by  order  of  the  lords  of  tba 
committee  of  council,  but  seems  nqknowo  to 
the  qdeen,  vntil  the  secremiy  acquaint  her 
witbitby  (liisleuter* 

At  tbis  meeting  M«  ]V|esnager  delivered  to 
the  Britisb  mimst^eie  the  4n«v,ei^#igped  by  the 
JwPSPfflliifi^itt^y^PtfpanJl^^s^n^  ^ver 
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by  England;  which  Demands  and  Answers 
were  made  the  secret  preliuiinary  articles  be- 
twixt Great  Britain  and  France,  and  were 
signed  as  such,  Sept.  srthyini,  b?  M.  Mes- 
sia^er  on  the  part  of  FrancCi  and  the  accepta- 
tion of  them  by  lord  Oartmouth,  and  Mr.  St. 
John,  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain.   No.  4. 

-  Mr.  St,  John,  in  this  Letter,  represents  it  to 
theqoeeDy  as  the  unanimous  opinion  of  her 
aervams,  then  present,  that  a  warrant  and  foil 
]>owto  should  be  prepared  that  night  and  trans- 
mitted to  her  majesty  to  be  signed,  in  order  to 
pass  the  great  seal  the  next  day,  whereby  the 
cariof  Oxford,  the  Duke  of  Buckinghamshire, 
the  bishop  of  Bristol,  the  duke  of  Shrewsbury, 
earl  Powiet, 'earl  of  Dartmouth,  Henry  St. 
John  amMldaithew  Prior,  esqrs;  were  to  be 
constituted  plenipotentiaries,  to  meet  and  treat 
with  M.  Mesnager,  which  warrant,  and  a 
translation  Of  the  full  powers,  were  sant  to  the 
^een.  No.  5. 

This  Warrant  under  the  signet  appears  sign- 
by  the  queen,  directing  the  lord  keeper  to  affix 
the  great  seal  to  an  instrument  thereunto  an- 
nexed, containing  her  commission  to  himself, 
and  others,  therein  named,  to  meet  and  treat 
with  the  Sienr  Mesnager  ;  but  it  does^  not  ap- 
pear that  any  such  instruoient  did  pass  the 
great  seal,  the  warrant  remains  not  counter- 
'  lisned,  and  is  endorsed  <  Noi^  used.' 
,  lliiftx Warrant  is  dated  the  17th  of  SeptC  al- 
though'it  is  manifest,  by  Mr.  St.  John's  letter^ 
k  was  not  prepared,  nor  thought  of,  till  the 

aoth. 

This  antedating  seems  designed  to  justify  the 
ministers,  in  their  meeting  and  conferring  with 
thi  oaeen's  enemies,  previous  to  the  warrant ; 
which  never  passing  into  a  legal  authority,  it 
appears  that  these  secret  negotiations  betwixt 
France  and  the  queen's  ministers  here,  were 
begun  and  carried  on  from  the  11th  of  April  to 
the  25th  Sept.  1711,  when  the  warrant  to  lord 
Dartmouth  and  Mr.  St.  John  was  signed,  with>' 
out  any  powers  or  written  authority  from  the 
queen ;  and  it  it  very  observable,  that  the 
queen  was  brou^t  into  these  measures,  by  its 
being  i^presented;  to  her  b^  the  secretary  of 
state  as  the  unanimous  opmion'of  allher  mi- 
tkisters,  to  which  alone  the  assent  of  the  qoeeo 
is  to  be  ascribed. 

But  what  is  more  strange,  is,  that  ailer  Mr. 
8t.  John  kaid  represented  it  to  the  queen,  as 
the  unanimous  opinion  of  her  ministers,  that  full 
powers  must  immediately  pass  the  great  seal 
to  authorize  them  to  meet  and  treat  with  the 
said  M.  Mesnager,  these  powers  should  be  laid 
aside ;  and  the  acceptation  of  the  prelimin»> 
ries  signed  by  lord  Dartolouth  and  Mr.  St. 
John,  by  virtue  of  a  warrant  directed  to  them 
two  only,  signed  by  the  queen'  at  top  and  bo^ 
tom.  and  countersigned  by  nobody.  No.  6. 

Wher^  the  obstruction  arose  to  the  passing 
these  powers,  does  not  appear  to  the  com- 
mittee ;  but  those  ministers  seem  consdeos 
to  themselves  of  what  was  doing,  who  so  rea<- 
flily  conculrred  in  privately  meeting,  conferritir, 
~  and  treating^  with  the  auBiiten  of  Fnuioe^  m 


thb  Sfeparate  negotiadon  was  brou^t  to  matu- 
rity ;  bat  avoided  to  become  paruea  whan  the 
treaty  was  to  be  tigned  and  exectitect. 

This  great  care  and  cautioo  for  their  own 
persons,  and  Hctle  regard  for  the  honour  and 
mierest  of  their  queen  and'  o6untry,  appears 
through  this  whole  separate  negotiation;  It 
being  very  remarkable  that  there  is  not  one 
paper  of  powers  or  instmcdoiis  throughout  the 
whole  afiair  countersigned  by  any  one  ouaiiter, 
biit  the  queen's  name  exnosed  tu  cover  aM; 
which  looks  as  if  they  flattere^^  rhetnselvet, 
that  this  omission  of  their  duty  wooM  be  suffi- 
cient to  skraen  them  from  the  jmtjoe  -  of  the 
uation,  if  these  matters  ihoiM  ever  come  to  be 
enquired  into. 

Afler  such  a  sacrifice  made  of  the  general 
interest  of  Europe,  such  a  direct  violaii<«n  of 
the  grand  alliance,  and  suchunwarraniablp  and 
illegal  steps  taken  in  transacting  ainl  c>nclu(i- 
ing  these  anecial  firehminaries  between  Bng- 
laud  and  France,  it  had  been  but  reasonable 
to  expect  in  them  some  verv  particoiar  advan- 
tages and  concessioua  made  to  Great  Britain, 
to  atone  for  such  bnprecedented  transactions ; 
but  it  is  astonishing  to  hnd  how  insigoificam  aU 
the  demands  are,  that  were  made  on  the  part 
uf  Great  Britain ;  and.  inconsiderable  as  they 
were,  how  inedteotoal  ttiey  have  since  been  fen> 
dered. 

Nothing'potkibly  could  be  said  lets  with  le- 
gard  to  tlM  succession,  than  what  b  here  de- 
manded in  the  first  article.  The  queen,  not 
et  acknowledged  by  France,  nor  deiigned  to 
le  so,  till  tl]«  conclusion  of  the  peace,  as 
France  afterwards  explained  this  article  at  the 
nneral  congress ;  not  a  word  of  resnoviag  the 
Pretender,  nor  any  engagement  not  to  sopport 
him  in  any  attempt  he  migfat  make  upon  the 
nation. 

The  second  Article  offers  a  Treaty  6f  Cooh 
merce,  m  such  doubtful  words^  at  Franoe  only 
could  make  advantage  of. 

In  the  Article  of  Dunkirfc,  the  eqaivalent  is 
expressed  in  so  strong  a  manner,  and  the  de- 
molition so  very  loosely;  as  oonki  not  but 
bring  certain  and  great  pieindiaa  to  oor  nHses, 
with  very  little  prospect  of  advantage  to  our- 
selves ;  and  fatal  experiebce  has  ooavinoed  ns^ 
what  security  b  procured  for  our  navigation  by 
this  third  article.  >  But  the  history  of  this  wA 
be  fhrther  explained  in  its  proper  place. 

The  fifth  and  seventh  Articles  chiefly  ragprd 
the  Assiento  contract ;  what  a  national  advan- 
tage that  b  like  to  he,  b  now  too  well  onder- 
stood  to  want  much  explanatioat  Bat  widi 
what  views  the  miabters  wore  so  fond  of  thb, 
as  to  make  it  theirchief  care  and  oonoem,  will 
no  longer  be  a  doubt,  when  it  ^nd)  appear  that 
thb  part  of  the  treaty  was  cakntated  only  for 
private  advantage. 

What  the  mmbtry  themselves  thought  most 
valuable  in  these  articles,  wasthat  part  of  the 
seventh  which  grants  us  an  advamtage  of  15 
per  cent  upon  our  mnnolaotofes  tent  to'Spaint 
But  thb  great  advantage  aoon^  vanished  ima 
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b«r9.  Tbo  biihop  of  Bristol  mjs  imloed  of  it, 
in  his  letter  of  the  17th  Aueatt,  1718,  That 
it  was  granted  by  the  French  with  a  desiKii 
either  to  inflame  tbinn  between  us  and  the 
Duieiiy  or  to  give  the  French  a  pretence  to  sti- 
palate  for  then^elves  sach  p^rticubir  adraota- 
gea  iQ  the  Spanish  trade  as  may  be  the  rain  of 
ours. 

fiat  what  is  most  remarkable  in  the  sereoth 
Article  is  the  introduction  to  it,  in  which  the 
miimcrj  confess '  themsehres  to  have  been  im- 
poaed  upon  by  France  ;  for  they  declare  that 
from  the  first  p^poals  of  M.  de  Torcj  to  that 
time,  they  alvrays  onderstood,  that  kj  the  real 
securitres  pratmied  in  those  proposals;  were 
neaot  phices ;  which  now  was  absolutely  re- 
fused ;  and  they  consent  to  take  for  real  se- 
curities what  they  coaless  is  none,  but  what  a 
love  of  peace  mayindooe  them  to  accept  as  an 
equivalent. 

What  wns  reaUy  of-  most '  im|k»rtance  to 
So^andwa&the  eighth  article,  whidi  relates 
to  UtKisoitVbay  and  Newfoundland  ;  but  the 
miaistry  suffered  tbtmselves  to^  be  so  grossly 
imposed  upon  in  this  article,  that  they  directly 
pve  ta  France  all  they  waoted,^hicb  was  a  Iw 
beny  of  taking  and  drying  their  6sh :  wbil»c 
Fomce  gives  nothing  at, all  to  us,  but  cefors  omr 
most  rahiable  interests  to  the  general  coafo- 
reocea  :  Which  was  bat  another  manner, of 
denyii^  them,  as  the  event  has  sufficiently 
shewn. 

We  demand  in  the  sixth  Artiele,  that  we 
duU  have  all  the  privileges  that  h^ve  been  or 
shall  be  granted  by  Spain  to  the  suljects  of 
Franee  or  any  other  nation.'  Whereas  the  mi- 
niitevs  oaght  to  hafve  insisted  that  France 
should  not  upon  any  pretence  whatsoever  be 
pccmitte<i  to  trade  to  the  Spanish  vVe»t  Indies, 
which  they  would  not  have  omitted,  if  they  had 
had>be  least  regard  to  the  trade  of  Great  firi* 
tain,  or  bad  bo&  entirely  forgot  the  eighth  arti- 
cle of  the  grand  alliance ;  wherein  it  is  ex- 
pressly stipulated,  as  a  condition  without  which 
no  peace  shall  be  made,  '  neque  ipsis  ibidem' 
(that  is,  the  French  in  tlie  Spanish  West-Indies) 
<  Navigatio  Mercatnre  exercendaB  eaos^  sub 
'^aocunque  pretextu,  direct^  vel.  indirect^ 
'  permittatur/  One  thing  further  is  to  be  ob- 
served of  these  articles,  that  soch  of  them  as 
anyway  relate  to  Spain  are  expresly  granted  m 
the  name  and  by  virtue  of  poweis  givea  by 
king  Phitip^  and  yet  after  thi%  all  ioteotioas  of 
leaving  any  part  of  the  Spanish  monarchy  to 
Idag  Philip  is  publicly  disavowed;  as  will  a^ 
terwards  appear. 

•  This  short  view  of  these  special  prelimina- 
ries safictently  deoioastraces,  that  the  interest 
.  of  Britain  was  not  tlie  ibducemeot  to  oar  mi- 
aisterstoproeeed  in  this  extraordinary  man- 
ner. ^  Yet  trifvial  as  these  advantages  aie,  France 
ispressed  that  they  may  be  first  adiusied ;  to 
whuuse  and  purpose  is  fully  explained  in  the 
dranglhtof  answers  upon  the  coniereoees  with 
M.  Mesnhger,  «  That  our  ministers  may  be 
enabkad  to  engn^.the  queen  to  make  the 
tfMdjiittgoftliegffntnJ  po^e^nsy  toFntace.'' 


It  is  declared,  that  to  seCtk  the  interests  of  * 
Great  Britain  in  the  first  place  is  a  principle 
from  which  the  queen  can  aerer  depart ;  this 
plea  was  made  use  of,  to  defer  the  interests  of 
all  the  allies,  to  be  discussed  at  general  Cfinfe- 
reuces;  but  the  cum  given  to  it  here  was  to 
aroose  the  people,  by  persuading  them  that  the  ^ 
English  ministry  was  contending  for  great  and 
particular  advantages  and  concessions  (o  ^' 
made  to  Great  Britain,  tliat  might  make  us 
sooie  ameads  for  that  great  and  unequal  burw 
then  which  we  had  lain  under  throogh  the  whole 
course  of  the  war. 

-  But  the  English  ministry  having  thought  fit 
every  where  to  extol  and  magnify  the  vast  ad* 
vantages  that  were  granted  to  Great  Britam^- 
France  resolved  to  make  a  proper  use  of  it, 
and  declared  these  articles  were  an  eventual  or 
conditional  treaty  onlv  ;  and  that  the  krog  of- 
France  would  not  be  obliged  to  make  them  good, 
but  in  case  of  ihe  &igiMkg  of  a  general  peace ;  in  • 
thi<%  9ense  M.  Me^yoager  signed  them,  and  with 
this  coiHiition  they  are  accepted  on  our  part. 
Hafd  terms  1  That  such  concessions  as  these 
were  not  to  be  purchased  at  a  less  price  than, 
forcing  upon  our  allies  such  conditions  of  peace 
as  France  should  be  pleased  to  impose  upon 
tbem :'  and  this  tite  ministry  were  folly  appmed  ^ 
of  some  time  before  they  ivere  accepted ;-  for 
in  pressing  to  setde  and  »4"*^  ringly  and  se^ 
parately  Sie  interesU  of  Great  Britain,  they 
enforce  it  by  saying  France  can  run  no  risk  in 
such  engagements,  since  the  special  prelimina* 
ries  will  have  no  e£fiect  till  a  general  peace  shaU 
be  signed. 

By  these  means  the  Committee  observe  tor 
how  fatal  a  dilemma  the  oueen  was  brouaht  Inr 
her  ministry ;  she  must  either  now  go  on  through 
all  adventarea  in  the  measures  of  France^  or 
they  had  it  in  their  power,  by  divulging  the 
secret,  and  exposing  such  a  notorious  breach  of 
national  Aiith,  to  make  what  advantage  tEey. 
thought  fit  of  it  among  the  allies,  who  must 
from  this  time  think  themselves  disengi^ed 
from  the  queen,*  if  they  could  find  then*  own 
account  by  looking  after  themselves. 

And  that  the  French  were  neither  so  igno- 
rant, nor  waodng  tp  themselves,  i\s  to  miss 
such  an  opportunity,  appears  above  three 
months  before  these  articles  were  signed. 
When  lord  Raby  in  his  letter  of  the  &Oth  of 
June,  1711,  N.  S.  to  Mr.  St.  John,  aoquainta 
him  that  both  the  Pensionary  and  M.  Vandep- , 
Onssen  had  seen  a  letter  from  M.  de  Torcy» 
giving  an  account  that  they  had  begun  a  nego- 
tiation in  Enghmd. 

By  this  management  the  English  mioistrj 
had,  under  colour  of  the  queen's  authoritjf,- 
and  the  pretence  of  treating  a  peac^,  pat  it  m 
the  pow^r  of  France  to  divest  the  queen  of 
all  her  allies,  and  given  themgreater  advantages 
then  they  could  any  other  wi^s  have  hoped  for. 

On  the  same  day  thait  the  Special  Prelimiaa* 
riea.  betwixt  Great  Britain  and  France  nera 
signed^  which  it  was  a  fundaroeatal  conditioii 
shoold  be  concealed  .with  the  utmost  secrecy, 
mtQtkn  let  of  Goshecal  Pnteinaiki  on  the 
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esiiager  only;  wbieh  Mr.  St.  Ji^hn^  in  hit 
ietter  to  the  qaeeu,  says,  were  to  be  sent  kto 
Hollau^,  vm  the  fouodation  of  a  general  peace. 
Id  which  my  lord  treasurer  had  made  seme  ai« 
teratieae  to  make  the  whole  more  palatable 
<^«oad.  And  oq  the  same  day,  a  separate  Ar-> 
tide  was  signed  in  &vour  e/  the  duke  of  SaToy, 
wldch  is  here  annexed.    No.  7. 

From  tlii^  time  a  perfect  conSdence  was  e»> 
tablished  between  the  two  ministriee  of  Ea^ 
land  and  France ;  aod  in  the  letters  wntle»  m 
the  month  of  October,  a  mutual  sincerity  is 
recommended  and  engaged  for,  and  that  a  per- 
fect unaniauty  be  amintaiiied  fet  acoonpHshing 
\be  work  in  band. 

Lord  Strafford's  Instractions  in  order  to  his 
immediate  return  into  Holland  were  now  pre* 
fiariag,  and  dated  Oct  1,0.  S.  1711.  Andes 
an  early  proof  of  the  ceafidtnoe  which  Mr.  St. 
John  reposed  in  the  French  minister,  he  ao* 
quainti  Monsieur  de  Torey  by  his  letter  of 
Oct.  3,  O.  S.  that  the  earl  of  StraCord  was 
coing  for  Holland;  and  says,  Your  minister, 
^meonific  M.  Mesoager,  who  was  then  going 
back  to  France  and  carried  this  letter,)  is  fully 
informed  in  what  the  earl  of  Strafibrd  is  to  pro- 
pose to  the  Staled. 

Such  intelligence  of  the  qaeen's  counsels, 
which  Mr.  St.  John  confesses  be  bad  given  to 
the  ministers  of  the  queen's  enemies,  esems 
very  extraordinary ;  especially  if  it  be  consi- 
dered, that  lord  Strafford  was  sent  orer  to  press 
the  opening  the  general  conferences,  with  assu- 
rances of  the  greatest  friendship  and  concern 
for  the  inkrest  of  the  States,  on  the  part  of  the 
<Mxeen,  and  by  her  authority  to  procure  from 
mnce  just  satisfaction  for  all  ber  allies;  and 
in  his  instroctiohs  is  likewise  directed  to  pro- 
pose to  the  States  a  new  scheme  for  carrying  on 
the  war,  and  to  acquaint  them  with  such  reso- 
lutions as  the  queen  had  taken  concerning  it. 

Lord  Strafford's  Instructions  are  hereunto 
annexed.  No.  8,  wherein  almost  every  article  is 
a  specimen  of  the  sincerity  with  whidi  our  mi- 
nisters intended  to  treat  the  allies.  He  is  in- 
structed that  it  must  be  the  most  careful  endea- 
ynur  and  fixed  principle  of  all  the  confederates 
to  hold  fast  together;  and  this  immediately 
after  a  separate  treaty  had  been  signed  by  us ; 
and  if  the  ministers  of  Holland  should  express 
may  uneasiness  at  thenr  apprehendons  of  any 
•ach  private  agreement,  d»  is  ordered  by  eva- 
sive answers  to  avoid  pving  them  Satisfaction 
eooeeming  it.  But  his  chief  business  was  to 
deliver  to  the  States  the  Propositions  signed  by 
M.  Mesnager,  as  the  foundation  of  a  general 
peace,  and  ai  the  whole  of  what  had  been  trans- 
ected ;  and  to  accuaint  them  that  France  had 
MDoeed  Utrecht,  Nimeghen,  Aix  Li  Chaf^l^ 
•r  liege,  to  be  the  place  for  opening  the  coo- 
foreaoes;  to  pktm  the  States  to  fix  upon  one 
ef  these  places,  and  immediately  to  grant  pass- 
ports to  the  French  plenipotentiaries  to  cooie 
thither  and  open  the  genend  conferenoes. 

These  Propesitiods,  so  very  general  end  w- 
otttaioy  did  tKtWMly  ahMn  the  scAtes,  m  not 


being  a  suffictent  fqmadflAioirupoB  whtcb  a  ne- 
gotiation nugbt  be  hazajrded  ;  th^  dreaded  the 
fisital  consequences  of  opening  the  general  con- 
ferences, before  the  articles  ofoed  by  France 
were  eiplained,  a«d  made  specific;  and  espe- 
cially before  they  knew  at  all  what  they  were  to 
trust  to,  toir  their  own  barcieri  and  for  their 
commerce. 

These  ootisidesatioos  esade  them  for  some 
time  dedifte  |raatnig  the  passports;  asd  in 
order  to  prevail  with  the  ijueen  to  berre  seme 
regard  so  her  foithfiil  allies,  and  partMular^ 
in  the  two  great  artichts  of  their  barrier  and 
coromeroe,  Uiey  sent  over  Monsienr  Bays  to 
intereede  with  ber  miyesty  to  alter  her  reso- 
loiione;  they  make  the  same  representatioM  to 
the  earl  of  Strafford,  but  ali  to  no  purpose. 
For  as.  Mr.  St.  Jolm  declared  in  his  letter  to 
my  lord  Straflbrd  of  Oct.  g,  «  Certain  it  is  that 
her  majesty  has  so  for  determined  open  her 
measures,  that  these  will  deceive  themselves 
who  may  imagine  by  delajr  or  other  artifices  to 
break  them."  And  again  Nov.  3,  to  lord 
Strafibrd,  The  queen  will  not  finally  concert  a 
plan  for  the  prosecotion  of  the  war  with  the 
States,  until  they  join  with  her  in  agreeine  to 
open  the  coaforences  of  peace.  And  lord 
Strafibrd  aoqnaiats  Mr.  St.  John,  Nov.  15,  that 
he  bad  now  tdd  tfaem  her  majesty's  order  to 
him  was  to  declare.  That  she  should  look  upon 
ady  delay  as  a  refusal  to  cemj^y  with  her  pro- 
positions. 

In  th^se  circumstances  the  Dutch- at  Isst 
comply  to  grant  the  passports,  and  agree  to 
open  the  general  conferences  at  the  time  fixed 
by  the  queen,  Jan.  1, 1711*13. 

The  resolution  of  the  States  General  apon 
this  occasion  is  liereonto  annexed,  No.  9,  as  a 
paper  that  must  Imve  moved  any  set  of  men, 
not  already  determined  to  hear  no  reasod  but 
what  came  from  France;  for  although  the  re» 
presentations  made  by  the  States,  en  both  sides 
the  water,  had  made  some  impressions,^  as  is 
evident  by  a  memorial  delivered  by  Mr.  St. 
John  to  the  abbot  Gaultier,  Oct.  39, 1711.  No. 
10,  and  by  Mr.  St.  John's  letter  to  BL  de  Torcy 
of  tiie  same  dale,  No.  7,  that  accompanied  it ; 
yet  'tis  in  the  Memorial  declared,  that  the 
queen  relnains  firm  in  her  first  resolution  of 
causing  th6  conferences  to  be  opened  upon  the 
articles  signed  by  M.  Mesnager.  The  saaso 
memorial  declares,  it  was  absdutely  neoessaiy 
that  the  most  Clunstian  King  shoukl  give  to 
her  Majesty  the  queen,  such  expllcatioos  of  his 
iotentions  in  respect  to  the  particular  interests 
of  the  allies,  which  he  shall  think  pK^>er  to 
ei^gage  them  te  come-more  -easfly  into  the  |e- 
neralnegotiation.  So  that  hitherto  it  it  plaioi 
our  ministers  were  entirely  ignorant  even  of  the 
King  of  France^s  iotentions  with  regard  to  the 
allies.  And  again  it  is  saidi  if  her  iiii}csty 
wishes  the  HM>st  Christina  King  would  «v»  an 
explieation  to  the  aforesaid  demands.  Ice  his 
most  Christiaa  Majes^  may  assure  hiuMelf, 
the  queen  will  makb  no  other  dse  nf  the  trust 
the  king  ^all  repose  inber, but  to  advanoe  the 
negotiationy  in  seokiog  the  ehorteit  OMaas^  aid 
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the  most  «ffectoaI,  to  obtiJn  a  peacd  m  mucb 
coveted. 

it  is  therein  a^ia  aoknowledgedy  that  the 
Datch  have  nothing  io  view  but  their  barrier 
and  commerce ;  and  provided  the  queen  can, 
wkiioat  fear  of  bcfing  disavowed^  specify  some- 
vrbat  near  the  barrier  that  Fraooe  will  consent 
to  yield  to  them,  and  io  assure  them  of  the 
Tariff  of  1664,  there  b  no  room  left  to  doubt 
that  the  States  General  would  come  without 
any  further  hesitation  into  the  negotiation,  in 
the  same  manner  Us  it  hadl>een  concerted. 

But  lest  all  these  arguments  should  have  no 
effect,  Mr.  St.  John  in  his  letter  to  M.  de  Tor^, 
ssys,  I'hese  Explications  will  dissipate  all 
xrlouds,  and  you  may  believe  we  will  make  use 
thereof  with  ereat  reserve,  when  I  assure  you, 
**  tbat  if  (he  king  would  offer  a  plan  of  specific 
prelimiaariei,  the  queen  will  never  communi- 
cate it  to  her  allies;"  he  concludes,  'Mfthe 
Sianr  Oaultier  returns  with  these  marks  of  con- 
fideoce,  you  will  ^ee  our  parliament  as  nmch 
•indiaable  to  peace,  as  ever  it  was<o  war.*^ 

Here  the  Committee  cannot  but  observe, the 
English  ministry  begging  of  France,  after  they 
had  been  seven  months  treating  with  them,  that 
th^y  may  have  some  intimations  at  least  of 
what  was  designed  for  the  allies;  eiprettting 
their  fear  of  being  disavowed  bjr  France,  after 
they  had  gone  these  lengths  with  them ;  de- 
claring the  Dutch  would  come  into  tb^  queen's 
measures  if  they  could  but  know  any  thing  near 
the  barrier  thot  was  designed  them,  and  have 
'Steurity  about  their  commerce;  persisting  still, 
without  any  such  satisfaction  in  the  measures 
prescribed  by  France,  resolved  to  (brce  the  al- 
lies into  general  conferences  upon  loose  and 
uncertain  articles,  and  promising  if  they  could 
but  have  so  much  credit  with  France  as  to  be 
trusted  at  all,  they  would  use  it  with  the  greatest 
reserve,  and  never  communicate  it  to  any  of 
the  allies ;  for  whose  satisfaction  only  it  is  pre- 
tended all  this  submission  was  made. 

The  return  made  by  France  is  to  be  seen  in  a 
paper  called  ^  Answer  to  the  Memorial  brought 
by  M.  Oaultier,  Nov.  18, 1711."  No.  It.  This 
memorial  is  accompanied  with  a  letter  from 
M.  de  Torcy  to  Mr.  St.  John,  of  th6  same  date, 
wherein  he  tells  him  **  hb  majesty  wholly  de- 
'peods  ujpdn  the  secrecy  and  good  use  you  will 
Wahto  of  the  entire  confidence  he  testifies  to  the 
queen  of  Great  firitain ;  and  the  king  of  France 
extob  the  firmness  of  the  queen^  and  sees 
with^reat  pleasure  the  new  marks  of  resolution 
shediews. 

The  Committee  think  it  needless  to  enter 
into  a  particular  disquisition  of  this  Memorial ; 
but  observe  in  general,  that  nothing  had  at  tbb 
time  been  demanded  of  France  concerning  the 
disposal  offhe  Netherlands ;  and  that  the  king 
of  Prance,  not  satined  with  having  secured 
Spain  and  the  West  Indies  to  his  gran^n,  pro- 
poses to  strip  the  Emperor  of  all  his  dominions 
m  Italy,  and  to  impose  upon  him  much  worse 
terms  than  he  afterwards  procured  for  himself, 
when  left  to  carrj  on  ^e  vrar  alone.  The 
Dutch  may  bavo  the  Tariff  of  1664>  wttib  seme 


csKeplMJ^  if  thev  •oneeikt  to  this  idbeiDe ;  if 
not,  they  are  Do  be  piMMSbMl  with  the  loss  of 
Ibeir  trade,  aud  to  be  reduced  t»  tbt  Tariff  of 
1699. 

But,  extravagant  as  ibis  scbem*  was,  it  is 
received  by  the  baglish  ministers  without  any 
surprise  or  rescotmeiK;  aad  Mr.  Si.  John,  in 
hb  letter  of  the  35Ui  Nov.  1711,  thanks  M. 
de  Torcy  for  the  eoaumaaication  of  it;  pro- 
misee to  make  a  discreet  use  of  it,  and  to  keep 
the  contents  with  an  inviolable  secrecy,  and 
that  the  utmost  efforts  sh^l  be  used  by  Eng- 
land to  fix  the  pretensions  of  the  allies;  he  re- 
presents it  as  necessary,  tbat  all  those  wba 
wish  for  peace  may  mutaally  help  one  another, 
and  endeavour  to  finish  the  treaty  so  soon,  as 
not  to.be  exposed  to  another  campaign. 

It  is  indeed  no  wonder,  that  this  plan  was 
never  oommonicated  to  the  allies,  which  nuiet 
at  oote  have  broke  off  all  the  oonfisrenees,  asKl 
determined  them  rather  to  run  all  hazards,  than 
treat  upon  so  ruinous  a  fbandatuMi;  but  it  is 
a  wonder  that  the  English  lainistry  were  not 
startled  when  thej  saw  such  a  soeae  opened; 
but  this  shews  with  vrfaat  justice  the  ministry 
complatned,  that  the  allies  would  not  enter  into 
the  queen's  measures,  when  they  never  wese 
informed  what  the  queen's  measons  wev. 

Pursuant  to  the  resolution  of  the  States  ge« 
neral  upon  the  prtotine  instapces  of  the  queen, 
passports  for  the  Fren^  plenipotemiaries  wete 
sent  to  Monsieur  Buys,  and  ddivered  to  Mr. 
St  John.  Utrecht  is  agreed  upon  beta  to  be 
the  place  for  the  general  confisrenoes. 

The  bishop  of  Bristol,  then  lord  privy  staii 
and  the  earl  of  Strafford,  are  appointed  her  ma* 
jesty's  plenipotentiaries. 

Dec  S3, 1711,  her  majesty's  Instructions  to 
her  said  plenipotentiaries  are  settled  and  signed, 
and  are  hereunto  annexed.     No.  12. 

The  Committee  think  fit  to  make  ene  ob- 
servation upon  these  ^neral  InstmotiODs, 
wherein  the  plenipotentiaries  ate  ordered, 
<<  Tbat  if  it  shall  be  thought  proper  to  begin 
by  the  dispoeition  of  the  Spanosli  monarchy, 
you  are  to  insist  that  theaecuri^  and  rea-» 
sonablesatisliiction  whicbthe  allies  expect,  and 
which  his  most  Christian  Majesty  has  pronij^ed, 
cannot  be  obtamcd,  if  Spain  and  tbe  West  In- 
dies be  allotted  to  aajf  branob  of  die  House  of 
Bourbon;"  so  that  hitherto  the  qomn  thooght 
fit  to  declare  in  all  public  «cts,  that  Spain  and 
tbe  West  Indies  .ought  bv>no>meaas  to  be  left  io 
the  possession  of  the  iioiiee  of  Bourbon;  al- 
though in  the  special  preliminaries,  signed  by 
tbe  earl  of  Dartmouth,  and  Mr.  St.  John,  on 
the  87  Sept.  preceding,  the  king  of  France  did 
expressly  promise  to  make  good  the  sixth  Ar- 
ticle for  nimself,  and  for  Che  king  of  Spain, 
pursuant  to  the* powers  which  were  then  in  his 
majesty  %  hands.    , 

On  tbe  15th  Jan.,  nni'^iythe  British  pie- 
ntpotentiaries  arrive  at  UcMcbt;  Who  by  their 
general  instructions  being  ordered  to  coaoOTt 
measures  with  the  ministersof  tbe  aUiei,  and  at 
the  beginnug  pursuiag  these  dtrectiene:  M. 
de  Torcy,  on  toe  31st  Jan.,  mtea  toJtirBt. 
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tbe -pmifoWncaBritt'  of  iVaiMS  4MKt-0iMt 
Britaiii,  as  «m  to  be  diwfcd:  He  b<li«v«t 
thertAire  lw«ttt  tkmk  it  pvApertiMMMi  ce4]i« 
biiboitttf  BmtoAsDd  fihe^aiof  Siwtfbitl  a6M 
yMciie-iiwiraei iee%>  ooecefiwaig  the  mnMier  4fi 
■whicli  tiiftf  «iera  |e  eoectrt  their  pn>0Mdiii|if9 
wttb^the  king^  pkeipoteatitnei.^'  .  AiMlin  the 
aiiMr«r  la •  the  owieoriel  tent  1^  M:.  OnAi'mr, 
UtitekrSQy  iria,  it  h  ^eelered  <<  4he  yfndpel 
order  that  the  kief  had.  given  to  km  plenipcH 
leniianei^  whan  thtfiet  out  ibr.Utieobt^iRras 
ta  eitaMieh  a  etnet  iiitimM^  hetweee  ihcarmnd 
the  oMnisten  of  the  ffeaea  of  Qreat  fintwa/^ 
'  Qfi  tlie  29tK  Jan.  at;  the  fint  geaand  oeM* 
farece,  lord  8<eafeti4  teek  occeMoe  te  dceiwe, 
That  the  qua^n.hadi'eoeifed  the  feaeaal  fMro* 
paaitiaaaaam  iMmdaiioB  for  a  eeigotiation  of 
pceoec  but  that  tfaej  wafe  biodinit  -^  France 
ealy^aiid^of>tto4faa  alliea;  to  whieb  iheFresch 
ftiniaiert ieadily  aieemed.  fiat  it  is  to  he  ob* 
flanred^tfaroui^  the  «rhole  prooaading,  that  this 
.it  meaat  of  the  propositions  signed  by  M«  Blee* 
aagar  aoij,  tfae-eongMss  not  haeiaf  the  least 
aotioe  ^ar  eogpiiaaoe  of  what  waseignad,  both 
oa  thai  part  m  Franeatuid  £o^aiid  torn;  which 
had  haen  hkhecta  oopoealed,  and  upea  ell  no- 
casienapahHcly  dieoaioad.  f- . 

».Oa  the  Ittb  F^.  1711*18,  the  Freach  de- 
lif  erad  e  specific  Bxid&aatioa  of  the  Oeaeral 
Feetoiiiiarics,  sigeed  by  Jd.  liesnager.  tKo.lS. 
.  ItotBitbeiabdtrred^  that  the  Kingef^Fraace 
here  inahat^es  weU«s  ia^especiai  prebmtna- 
riesi  his  fiiat  efiisn^  in  the  oame  aod  by  virtue 
ei^pewers' from  his  grandson  as  hiag  of  Sptiin ; 
how  the  British  ptenipoteBtiaries  coold  recon- 
eile  tfaieta  their  instriietions^  and  hdw  their  be* 
liavioyr  epen^  is  to  bejusdied^  isuotverj^ 
dear. 

Tlhie  esplicalioa  was  j«cetved    by  all  the 
«Mie»with  the^ffreetasc  indigntition,  aod  deepest 
whi<£  iiad  suoh  an  efieot,  that  lOfd 


dtraffsfdjrinfaielefter  of  thel6thBeb.  ITIM^, 
ei^a,  ihe  Fpanek  ngoDisters  are  mortified  at  the 
general  discootant  these  oiers  gave;  and  seen 
te  wish  thev  iihd  pot  in  Tooraay  for  the  Datcfa, 
aad  Sr.  Vebaat  to  be  demolished^  to  have 
•ofboed  the  matter  at  its  fim  coming  out. 

^ior  were  oar  plenipoeaatiaries  wttboot  rtieir 
oeeasinistasf  They  had  done  all  they  coald, 
lerd  Strafiord  says,  to  persuade  the  French  to 
be  as  ample  ia  the  exphcatioa  as '  tbey  could, 
*^  beiag  tb*t  is  what  will  bafie  a  great  effect, 
and  strike  the  minds  of  unthiekiog  P^opl^f  And 
make  some  work  for  reflection  fur  the  facpoo/^ 
The  plfenipotentiaries  compUia,  they  are  under 
creat  difficulties-^  all  bands,  for  both  Bu^s  and 
Slesoager  think  they  come  short  of  what  had 
been  told  them  in  Bnglaod;  and  the  allies  then 
forming  their  respective  demands  in  concert 
ivkh  each  other,  they  want  fiirtber  orders :  Tlie 
blenipotentiaries  ate  at  a  great  loss  how  to  be- 
have about  Spain,  both  in  regard  to  the  parti- 
oaUr  advantages  that  were  to  be  asked  on  the 
behalf  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  general  dispo- 
sition of  it. 


'-  BatJkb.vSti  JateeoeaeetMktbsoi  w«ad».'cf 
oemfort»  that  Mr.  Harley  wift  set  out  in  a/few* 
da^-rwtio'is  fuly  iMitnicted  iatail  the  ^eeif^s 
aiawsmd^Bsircg ;  *^Thatit  weseto  be  wiabed 
diis  gmltsiiiMi  oottld'  have  been  eooner  aeet, 
lifit  the  bufvy  which- we  haaa'baen  for  eaMe 
tiaM  in  ia  saavptessible ;  and  be  ~wae<toe  nasfoj 
te  bb  spared/  ^tiU  the  House  of  ConMaoue  was 
parfoctiy  eecdred  to  thequeanV  iatevofii,  aad  to 
the  smasutes  of  peaee.  I  think- 1  sdaje^ 
they  ere  abaofaitely  so  now.  He  coofosMb  the 
Froich  phm  to-be  toe  scanty.-  That  tbevF'cmmt 
let  the  raeoth  ministers  kaow,-  that,  the  vhoto 
turns  upon  their  manner  ef  preoeadiftg^  •  ber 
majesty  havinc  gone  farther  than  eoutd  lieTe 
beea^  espeoted  fiom  bar  in- pifmitia^  the 
peace.'' 

The  Committee  eannott  but  take  iMreof  the 
reAeotioii  that  is  cast  here  upon  that  Hottte^ef 
Commons^  as  if  they  -ware  aecuied  <to  th^ 
oneea's  interest^  aad  tbe^maesores  of  peaee,  by 
the maaagiwiiant  of  a- aeceataiy  eo  the  tenasei^t 
a  n^ar  r€lalion>aBd  a  trusQr  agent  of  ilm  lord 
'  high  traaierer.  ■ 

for  whose .  use  and  service  Mr.  HaHey  Jiad 
been  so  well  employed  at,hom%  end  wet  noer 
.  to ^eent  abroad,  ^annoibe  adoub^eince Mr* 
St.  John  tbought  it.uecessary  to  pfwe  M^ide 
Totoy  an  immediate  .acceent  of  bis  auecaisfol 
endeavours  here,  and  the  business  be  wee  eeec 
abroad  to  tnanage. 

^  In  his  letter  of  Marcb  4,  toM.  de  ToKy,  he 
teUs  Um,  ^  He  had  ddforred  wntiag^  m^  iate^ 
,  till  henightxwrite  with  oertaioly.;  tiU  tbe  meeaa- 
sary  diapositions  were  made  among  eor  |«<mple 
at  home;  aod  till  theoueen  had  t&tu  tbe  mif 
resolution,  which  oould  bdqg  us  in  e'  short 
tieie  to  e*  good  and  solid  peace.  I  have  bow 
the.satisfacti«iO  to  tell  you  that  this  resobitieffi  is 
Ukcn,  and  that  Mr.  Harley  will  carry  wkh  him 
tbis  night,  or  to>morrow  momiiig,  tbe  inei  in- 
•structions  cf  the  queen  to  lierplenipotemiaries. 
I  refer  myself  to  M.  GeoUier,  to  explain  to  jqib 
mere  at  laige  the  siUijeot  of  this  gcintommuV 
commission  {  and  what  the  queen  hopes  bis 
most  Christian  majesty  will  do  te  €0<<>perate 
witfi  her."  ^ 

Those  lastmotioas  of  Mr.  Harley  do  not  ap- 
pear; but  it  se^s  tbesulgect  of  them  wasiiH 
proper  to  be  committed  to  writiiig ;  for  whiob' 
reason,  as  in  almost  all  matters  reLuiog  to^^e 
Pretended  it  is  referred  to  M.  Ganlticr  toe9E* 
plain  them;  but  what  is  meant  by  thenecev* 
sary  dispositions  made  among  oar  p^(^le 
here  at  liome,  is  pretty, well  explained  m  M« 
de  Torcy,^  in  a  memerial  dated  the  38tb  MsstA 
1719,  in  answer  to  what  was  broug^  by»M* 
Gaultier ;  wherein  be  commends  m  pmdeet 
conduct  of  tbe  court  of  Britain,  in  manaomg  dm 
House  of  Commons,  and  in  particoiAr  their 
wise  conduct  in  making  known  to  the  Hoaee  el 
Commons,  that  the  nation  was  abueed  by  its 
aii}ei;*and  says,  the  king  of  .France  aaattti 
hmiself  tlkat  tbose  who  now  manage^ wi^';io 
much  capacity  the  affisirf  of  tbe  queeo  of:tai«et 
Britain,  know  bow  te  curb  die  passion  of  the 
turbulent  party  in  the  otbor  Uoose. 
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tn  the  iBCftii  tioM  the  alitesy  ba?iDg  etch  of 
tham  drmwn  up  ibeir  ropecdro  demands  at 
Utfecbt,  met  together  en  the  4tb  UtacU,  N.  8. 
to  commoDicate  them  to  each  other,  as  had 
been  concerted^  and  likewise  agreed  thkt  a 
cUuee  should  be  inserted  in  their  respectiTe 
demands,  for  a  just  and  reasonable  satisfaction 
for  all  the  rest.  Count  Zinsendorff  further  ia* 
sisted  that  the  restitution  to  the  whole  Spanish 
monarchy  should  be  expressly  mentioned. 
The  Dutch  delare  they  were  resolved  to  make 
good  aU  their  treaties,  made  on  occasion  of  thb 
w«r,  at  well  those  that  related  to  Spain  and  the 
Indies,  as  those  made  with  Portuj;;al. 

What  the  behariour  of  Uia  Bntish  ministers 
was  opon  this  occasion,  will  best  appear  bj  an 
extract  of  their  own  letter  of  March  6th, 
wherein  tlkej  give  an  account  of  the  whole  pro- 
ceeding, No.  14.  They  were  the  only  ministers 
that  d^  not  make  any  mention  at^U  of  Spain 
and  the  Indies ;  and  were  sensible  of  the  dis- 
adraotageons  consequences  of  being  so;  they 
were  desirous  to  take  off  this  odium,  by  seem- 
ing to  saY  something,  and  in  realitt  to  say  no- 
tbiog;  which  they  oo  by  a  general  declaration 
ooacerniog  the  just  and  reasonable  sattsfisction 
for  th^  queen's  allies,  in  conformity  to  her  al- 
Itancee ;  and  humbly  hope  what  was  said,  will 
not  be  found  contrary  to  what  has  hitherto 
been  cleclared. 

On  the  5th  Mardi  the  jpecifio  demands  of 
the  aHies  were  delivered  to  the' French  pleni- 
potentiaries ib  writing ;  they  promise  to  explain 
themselves  further  upon  them  at  the  next  con- 
ference, which  was  to  be  the  9th,  and  then  de- 
sirod  a  further  time  to  the  SOth. 

On  the  SOth  the  French  plenipotentiaries  de- 
clare they  were  ready  to  proceed  in  the  nego- 
tiation by  debatmg  with  the  several  allies ;  but 
would  give  no  answer  in  writing. 

This  was  a  great  surprise  to  all  bat  the  Bri- 
tish ministers,  whom  the  French  had  before- 
hand advised  with. '  The  allies  still  resolved  to 
press  the  French  to  answer  in  writing,  and  so- 
licit the  British  ministers  to  join  with  them  in 
it ;  who,  that  no  mark  of  disagreement  might 
appear  (as  their  lordships  express  themselves  in 
their  dispatch  of  the  1st  Apnl,  17 IS)  did  finally 
consent  to  an  instance  that  was  to  be  made  the 
nextdaV)  to  require  an  answer  in  writing. 

&t  lord  Strafibjrd  had  before  given  Mr.  St. 
John  an  account  oi  his  opinion  in  his  letter  of 
the  S5th  March ;  wherein  he  says,  ^  I  cannot 
help  saying  I  believe  the  French  have  taken 
the  wisest  part  not  to  answer  in  writing,  though 
most  of  the  ministers  of  the  allies  will  be  sur- 
prised, expecting  they  should  f  and  savs  fur- 
ther, *'  I  believe  it  is  best  they  should  first 
hegin  in  the  open  coneress  to  reason  upon 
seme  of  the  allies  demands,  which  will  occasion 
so  much  difficulty  that  the  ministers  of  the  al- 
lies will  propose  debating  separately,  which 
had  better  come  from  them  than  any  one  else. 

The  French  ministers  still  persist  m  their  re- 
fusal, upon  which  the  States  came  to  a  resolu- 
tion at  the  Hague,  not  to  treat  Unless  an  aoswer 
was  given  in  writing. 

Vot.vn. 


However  the  French  continoe  obstmate. 
Lord  Straffbkl  sends  an  account  that  a  resoUi* 
tion  was  taken  at  the  Hague  to  earry  things  to 
an  extremity;  upeq  which  occasion  Mr.  St. 
John  expresses  hiinself  in  thb  manner,  April  5, 
1719,  «<  That  he  hones  the  resolution  taken  at 
the  Hague  to  carry  ttiings  to  an  extremity,  was 
the  last  convulsive  pang  of  an  expiring  fodtion  ;'* 
and  yet  this  resolution  was  no  more  than  to  in* 
sist  on  a  demand,  in  which  all  the  allies  were 
unanimous,  and  ia  which  the  British  plenipo- 
tentiaries had  themselves  ooncorred. 

But  what  made  the  French  thus  persist  ia 
the  resolution  of  giving  no  answer  in  writing,  ia 
accounted  for  in  lord  Straffbnf  s  letter  of  the 
S7th  April,  1719,  wherein  he  says,  "  The  pen* 
sionary  was  extremely  desirous  the  French 
would  answer  in  writing,  which  (it  is  hb  lord« 
ship's  opinion)  they  will  evade  till  they  see 
what  success  Gaultier  has  had  at  London ;'' 
and  in  his  letter  of  the  SOth,  ^  The  French 
will  avoid  dving  their  answer  in  writing,  till 
they  see  Jl  ugtted  betwixt  their  court  and 
ours." 

And,  to  shew  that  the  FVench  were  very 
well  satisfied  with  the  method  their  business 
was  ia,  the  plenipotentiaries  in  their  letter  of 
April  15, 1713,  say  <«  They  do  not  find  the 
French  are  much  conrinced  of  the  necessity  of 
dispatch ;  and  whea  any  thiag  is  let  iisfl  of 
breaking  off  the  conlcteooes,  they  seem  to 
take  it  with  a  great  air  of  indifference ;  well 
knowing  their  business  was  not  to  be  done  at 
Utrecht,  hot  by  a  negotiation  carried  oo  di» 
rectly  betwixt  Lmdon  and  Versailles. 

About  the  begiiming  of  April,  Mr.  Hadey 
and  M.  Gaultier  arrived  at  Utrecht;  b  a  very 
few  days  after,  the  French  plenipotentiaries 
communicate  to  the  lord  privv  seal  and  earl  of 
Strafford  a  plan  for  a  j^eneral  peace,  to  which 
they  had  added,  by  way  of  marginal  notes,  in 
a  distinct  column,  what  they  are  told  will  be 
absolutely  necessary  in  order  to  a  general 
peace :  But  this  is  entrusted  to  them  under  the 
ni||iest  obligation  of  secrecy,  to  discover  no- 
thing of  it  to  the  rest  of  the  allies. 

Our  plenipotentiaries  accept  this  plan  as  a 
mark  of  the  great  confidence  France  had  in  them; 
and  readily  engage  that  the  allies  should  not  be 
permitted  to  know  a  word  of  it :  and  under 
the  same  caution  sent  it  to  the  secretary.  But 
there  is  no  room  to  doubt,  but  this  plan,  that 
was  transmitted  to  England  as  a  great  disco* 
very,  was  concerted  here,  and  seivt  by  Mr. 
Harley  to  Utrecht,  and  by  Abbot  Canltier  to 
France. 

Mr.  St.  John  much  concerned  at  the  beha« 
viour  of  the  allies,  and  the  Dutch  in  particular, 
thinks  it  proper  to  make  one  attempt  more,  as 
he  calls  it,  to  gain  them ;  and  therefore  or^ 
ders  the  plenipotentiaries  to  acquaint  them, 
that  her  majesty  will  consent  to  their  having 
Dendermond  and  Ghent,  and  nt  the  same  time 
depart  from  her  pretensions  to  Ostend  ;  and  is 
willing  that  the  trade  to  Spain  and  the  Spanish 
Indies  be  settled  upon  the  same  foot  as  it  sub* 
sisted  at  the  death  of  the  lole  king  of  Spain, 
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in  all  resptctSi  except  the  aniento:  and,  ih&t 
lordships  are  erdered  to  tell  tjbein  in  Very  plain 
terms,  that  her  majesty's  measures  will  he  taken 
according  to  the  return  they  malie  to  the  queen 
on  this  occasion.  .         .   ^ 

But  at  the  same  time  no  commuhicataon  at 
all  is  made  to  the  states,  of  the  general  plan  of 
peace  last  delivered  hy  M.  GauTtier,  as  there 
never  had  heen  of  any  other,  although  in  this 
last  tiie  interests  of  all  the  allies  were  settled 
and  determined  between  Great  Britain  and 
France. 

And  to  shew  how  candidly  we  cfealt  witn  the 
queen's  good  friends  and  allies,  the  Dutch,  as  her 
majesty  was  pleased  to  stile  them,  the  15  per 
cent,  upon  all  the  goods  and  manufactures  of 
Great  Britain,  which  was  ofiferecl  at  first  as 
one  of  the  chief  bribes  to  England  to  come 
into  this  destructive  peace,  M.  Mesnager  had 
now  explained  away,  and  confined  to  such 
goods  as  were  carried,  not  to  Spain,  but  to  the 
Spanish  West  Indies  only  ;  and  our  ministen 
finding  that  France  would  not  make  this  ef- 
fectual, Mr.  Harley  is  ordered  to  let  it  drop. 
But  see  the  use  that  is  to  be  made  of  this  insince- 
rity of  the  French  ;  at  the  same  time  that  Mr. 
St.  John  acqaints  our  plenipotentiaries  with 
^er  majesty's  consent  to  give  thb  up,  he  tells 
them^  '*  But  you  will  take  care  to  do  this  in 
such  a  manner,  as  not  only  to  get  something 
for  it  another  way,  bnt  also  to  render  chib 
concession  of  the  queen's  a  means  of  bringing 
the  Dutch  to  reason,  and  to  a  compUance  with 
lier  majesty's  measares." 

Lord  privy  seal,  April  29th,  1713,  acquaints 
Mr.  Secretary,  our  negotiation  ijs  at  a  stand, 
till  the  French  ministers  are  ready  to  return 
one  answer  orother ;  and  May  the  10th,  1719, 
the  plenipotentiaries  say  **  The  French  tell  us 
they  can't  think  of  giving  iu  their  answer  to  the 
aHies,  till  they  hear  from  England  the  success  of 
.  M.  Gauhier ;  and  you  may  believe  we  wait  for 
it  with  no  less  impatience  than  they  do." 

Mr.  St.  John,  May  3d,  1712,  acquaints  their 
excellencies,  "  I  hope  in  a  few  days  mv  dis- 
patches will  become  more  material,  and  that 
we  shall  be  able  either  to  satisfy  our  friends  at 
Utrecht,  or  not  have  reason  to  be  much  con- 
cerned at  their  uneasiness." 

This  ends  in  lord  Straflford's  t)eing  sent  for 
into  England,  and  the  following  orders  are  sent 
to  the  lord  privy  seal  for  his  further  conduct, 
*(  Yon  are  to  stop  all  instances  for  procuriiig 
'  the  tariflT  of  1^64  to  the  Dutch ;  you  are  to  de- 
cline absolutely  to  confer  any  further  with 
them  upon  any  matter,  till  you  receive  the 

?ueen*s  plan  from  hence,  and  that  you  will  not, 
hope,  be  long  in  expectation  of;  and  her 
inaiesty  finds  so  ill  a  return  made  by  the  states 
toner  condescension  towards  them,  that  she 
'  likewise  orders  your  lordship  to  take  the  first 
solemn  opportunity  of  declaring  to  the  Dutch 
ministers,  that  all  her  ofiers  for  adjusting  our 
differences  were  founded  upon  this  express  con- 
dition, that  they  came  immediately  into  the 
queen's  measures^  and  acted  openly  and  sin- 
cerely with  her;  and  that  she  looks  upon  ber- 
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letf^  fro&  their  bonduct,  'nowto  oe  under  no  ob- 
ligatioB  whatsoever  to  them.^ 

The  Summary  then  of  this  whole  proceeding 
at  Utrecht  in  one  short  view  appears  to  be  this ; 
a  congress  ibr  general  conferences  was  neces- 
sary to  be  opened,  that  the  allies  might  in  a|>- 
pearance,  agreeable  to  the  grand  alliaoce,  have 
the  opportunity  o(  treating  and  adjastinj^  their 
several  pretensions. 

Our  ministers  were  by  their  ins^mctions  to 
act  in  concert  witlithe  nUies;  butthcy^  really 
iacted  in  concert  with  the  French  plenipoten- 
tiaries. 

The  allies  'iJving^  in  their  ispeci^c^  'demands 
wasiiot  tobe  avoided;  but  the  French  w6re 
to  gain  as  much  time  as  they  possibly  could,  by 
unnecessary  delays  ^  and  at  last  insist  npcm 
such  a  method  of  ansvrering  these  demands^  as 
they  knew  the  allies  could  not  cooDpljr  with. 
In  the  mean  titoe  the  negotiations  were  carrj- 
ing  on  directly  betnixt  England  and  France, 
or  rather  all  the  conditions  dictated  and  pre- 
scribed .  by  France ;  whilst  the  allies  were 
amused  with  a  dispute  about  the  method  of 
answering,  from  which  France  would  not,,  and 
they  could  not  possibly  depart ;  in  which  Ei^ 
land  agreed  with  the  rest  of  the  allies.  Ail 
particulars  that  concerhetl  even  the  interest  of 
the  allies  were  transacted  l>etwizt  the  ministers 
of  England  and  France,  under  the  highest  obli- 
gatioiie  of  secrecy  :  the  Dutch  are  pressed  to 
come  into  the  queen's  measures,  without  beiog 
acouainted  what  the  queen's  measures  were ; 
and  because  they  would  not  consent  to  they 
knew  not  what,  as  soon  as  it  was  resolved  to 
send  orders  to  the  duke  of  Ormond  not  to  en- 
gage in  either  siege  or  battle,  and  the  great  pn^ 
jects  were  ready  to  be  executed  on  the  other 
side  of  the  water;  the  queen  declares  she  looks 
upon,  herself  now,  from  their  coaduct,  to  b< 
under  no  obligation  whatsoever  to  the  states 
general ;  and  thus  the  alliance  betwixt  Great 
Britain  and  her  principal  ally  is  declared  to  be 
dissolved  and  cancelled,  before  any  thing  was 
finally  agreed  and  concluded  betwixt  us  and 
France ;  or  we  had  the  least  security  for  our 
own  trade  and  commerce*  or  any  oltter  ad« 
vantages  that  were  to  accrue  to  Great  Britain. 

During  these  negotiations  at  Utredu,  and 
the  disputes  that  had  heen  industriously  raised 
and  kept  on  tbot ;  the  two  great  points  of  the 
'  renunciation  of  the  Spanish  roooarcby,  and  of 
the  cessation  of  arms,  had  been  upon  tbt 
anviJ. 

The  first  tnentinn  that  is  made  of  the  renipi- 
ciation  in  order  to  be  treated  of,  is  found  in  a 
memorial  dated  March  28th,  1719,  intiiakd| 
"  The  Answer  to  the  Memorial  brouglit  by  M. 
Gauliier  the  2dd  March,  1711-12:"  thisBienio- 
rial  which  was  received  in  France  the  23d  of 
March  is  suppressed,  but  the  contentstif  kmay 
in  a  great  measure  be  collected  from  the  an- 
swer that  was  given  to  it.  Thus  much  appears 
certain,  that  as  the .  general  proposal  that  tic 
crowns  of  France  and  Spain  shoold  never  be 
united  arose  first  from  England,  and  wii 
made  an  article  inthe^rivate  Dropouttons  sent 
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vet  by  Mr.  f^rior ;  so  frpm  that  time  to  thii, 
ie  method  of  prefvcuting  that  union  does  not 
ppear  tp  have  been  once  mentioned.  The 
jnse  of  France  and  Spain  upon  that  impor- 
mt  article  was  not  known,  nor  so  much  as 
sked  ;  although  in  every  step  France  had 
iven  plain  indications,  that  the  crown  of  Spain 
as  to  remain  to  king  Philip ;  and  the  com- 
littee  is  surprized  to  fiitd  the  ministry  had 
Qu^uch  lengths  in  promoting  the  measures  of 
'raffie,  without  taking  the  least  precaution,  or 
avin£  any  satbfaction,  concerning;  the  mo- 
archy  of  Spain  ;  wherein  the  interest  of  Great 
kitain  was  by  their  own  confession  more  im- 
lediately  concerned,  than  in  al!the  other  ar- 
cles  of  the  peace  put  together. 

But  it  is  plain  that  in  this  memorial  sent 
om  England,  the  scheme  for  preventing  this 
nion  was  first  proposed  by  England,  and  that 
ie  expedient  was  a  renunciation:  and  as  this 
i  a  matter  of  such  importance  as  deserves 
^e  greatest  attention  :  that  it  may  be  seen  in 
3  true  li|ht,  the  committee  have  annexed  the 
itract  of  the  Answer  td  the  said  Memorial, 
nd  the  several  Utters  that  passed  betwixt  M. 
e  Torcy  and  Mr.  St.  John  upon  this  'subject ; 
fo.  15. 

In  this  Memorial <M.  de  Torcy  declares  in 
fie  strongest  terms,  **  That  the  renunciation 
esired  Would  be  null  and  invalid  by  the  funda- 
lental  laws  of  France,  according  to  which 
1W9  the  most  near  prince  to  tbe  crown  is  of 
ecessity  the  heir  thereto ;  it  is  an  inheritance 
bathe  receives,  neither  from  thie  king  his  pre- 
ectssor,  nor  from  the  people,  but  from  the 
enefit  of  tbe  law  ;  so  that  when  one  king  dies, 
tie  other  succeeds  him  forthwith,  without  ask- 
ig  the  consent  of  any  person  whatsoever, 
fe  succeeds  not  as  heir,  but  as  the  master  of 
Ke  kingdom,  the  seignory  whereof  belong  unto 
im,  nut  by  choice^  but  by  right  of  birth  only. 
-He  is  not  beholden  for  bis  crown  either  to 
he  will  of  his  predecessor,  or  to  any  edict,  nor 
0  any  decree,  nor  to  the  liberality  of  any  pcr- 
Dn,  but  to  the  law.  This  law  is  looked  upon, 
s  the  work  of  him  who  hath  established 
11  monarchies,  and  we  are  persuaded  in 
^rance,  that  God  only  can  abolish  it.  No  re- 
unciation  therefore  can  destroy  it ;  and  if 
he  king  of  Spain  should  renounce,  for  the 
ake  of  peace,  and  in  obedience  to  the  king 
Is  grandfather,  they  would  decefve  themselves 
bat  received  it  as  a  sufficient  expedient  to  pre- 
ent  the  mischief  we  propose  to  avoid.'* 

Then  he  gives  an  account  of  the  disposition 
lade  of  the  succession  to  the  crown  of  S^pain 
y  king  Philip  and  registered  in  ihe  councils  of 
pain;  which  disposition  he  proposes  may 
e  confinned  by  the  present  treaty  of  peace, 
nd  ratified  by  the  Cortes  or  states  of  the 
ingdom  ofSpain. 

Mr.  St.  John  in  his  Answer,  March  9dd, 
711-12,0.  S.  rejects  this  propojiai,  attd  not  ai 
il  convinced  by  what  M.  de  T«  rcy  had  mi 
trongly  urged  concerning  the  nulhty  of  ihe 
eniiDCiation,  insists  still  upon  it ;  **  We  i|re 
eady^^  tayt  be|  *<  to  believe  you  ^re  persuaded 


in  France,  that  God  alone  can  abolish  that  law^ 
upon  which  your  right  of  succession  is  fioi^nd^ 
ed;  but  you  will  give  us  leave  to  be  persushx 
ded  in  Great  Britain,  that  a  prince  may  de- 
part from  his  right  by  a  voluntary  cesuoo, 
and  that  he,  in  favour  of  wbom  that  renunctit- 
tion  is  made,  may  be  justly  supported  in  hii^ 
pretensions,  by  tbe  powers  that  Wcome  gu»* 
rantees  of  the  treaty.  In  sho^t.  Sir,  tbe  queen 
coinmands  me  to  tell  you  that  this  article  is  i>f 
so  great  conseqdence»  aS  well  for  berself'atf  for 
the  rest  of  Europe,  for  this  present  age  as  ibr 
posterity,  tlmt  she  will  never  agree  to  continue 
tbe  neeotiations  of  peace,  unless  the  eipe- 
dient  she  has  proposed  be  accepted^  or  some 
other  equally  sohd.^ 

M.  de  Torcy,  in  answer  to  this  letter,  Apiil 
the  8th,  N.  S.  b^ins  to  think  it  cannot  be 
impossible  to  find  an  expedient  to  settle  this 
great  affair;  ami  he  proposes  that  when  tbe 
king  of  Spain  shall  become  either  immediate 
successor,  or  presumptive  heirto  the>  crown  of 
France,  be  shall  then  declare  the  choice  be  in- 
tends to  make ;  either  to  maintain  his  right  to 
the  crown  of  France,  or  keep  that  of  Spain  ; 
that  king  Philip  shall  become  party  to  the 
treaty,  wherein  the  succession  to  the  two 
crowns  shall  be  likewise  settled  ;  and  that  aU 
the  powers  of  Europe  shall  enter  into  an  en- 
gagement with  France  to  maintain  it. 

Mr.  St.  John,  April  the  6tb,,  O*  S.  reasons 
agai^ist  this  last  proposal,  and  the  several  pro- 
jects contained  in  M.  de  Torch's  last  letter  ; 
insists  that  no  expedient  can  effectually  secure 
Europe  from  the  dangers  wherewith  iris  threa- 
tened by  the  union  of  the  two  monarchies, 
unless  the  prince,  who  is  at  present  in  posses- 
sion of  Spain,  makes  his  choice  at  this  very  in- 
stant ;  and,  upon  a  supposition  that^the  crown 
of  Spain  would  be  his  cnoict,  that  this  decla- 
ration shoulck  be  made  during  the  congress  at 
Utrecht.  ' 

April  26th,  N.  8.  M.  de  Torcy,  seeming  al- 
way  to  comply  with  what  was  desired,  agrees 
that  the  cadiofic  king  must  calm  the  uneasiness 
of  Europe  in  declaring  from  tbe  present  time 
what  part  he  wjll  take,  if  ever  the  succession  of 
France  is  open  in  bis  favour.  That  the  incoA- 
veniences  arising  from  hence  must  submit  te 
the  public  good.  ''  Thus,  Sir,**  says  M.  de  Torcy 
to  Mr.  St.  John,  *'  the  king  approving  your 
proposition,  dispatches  acourier  to  Spain,  and 
writes  to  the  king  his  ^raj)dson,^lethimknoW 
the  ^lece^sity  of  resolving  on  the  choice  he  shall 
make  ;  and  to  declare  it,  to  the,  end  it  may  be 
inserted  on  the  treaty  ot  the  general  peace^ 
and  h6  made  a  condition  of  it,  whereof  all 
Europe  shall  be  guarantee  ;**  And  promised  to, 
use  all  possible  means,  even  force,  if  it  were 
necessnrv,  to  make  the  king  of  Spain  agree  to 
It.  He  hope>  this  proposition  will  in  a  great  ^ 
measure  remove  all  difficulties  ;  and,  as  they 
must  expect  new  obstructions  from'  those  who 
wouid  \*illingly  break  the  conference^  be  be- 
lieves the  best  way  to  disappoint  their  designs 
would  be,  for  the  queen  of  GreQt  Britain  to 
propose  immediately  a  su^pcnsbn  of  arms ;  fbc 
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thtj  f  foufid  dteir  top<«  opon  the  event  of  the 

April  3gtU,0.  S.  Mr.  St.  Jolm  aftsweri  this 
leutTt  and  in^au  ihi^  proposul  as  liable  to  all 
the  objetlioi^s  of  ibe  furmer,.  and  arpes  thus 
upon  it.  *'  Although  LKe  tdjig  of  Spain  should 
ai  tins  uisunt  declare  hW  choice ;  What  greater 
f^curky  will  Europe  bave,  if  the  execu- 
tion of  tiiut  cl*<'JCe  be  lielferred  to  apother 
lime  ^  III  Drtenng  that  he  bludl  be  obliged  to 
declare  Ujji  cl^oke  at  tiiii  present  time,  you 
agree,  cbt^C  neither  the  stipolatioos  of  a  treaty, 
Jigr  tha  t^uaraniee  of  the  powers  engaged  in 
the  pr^^cntwar,  would  be  ^uti^cieot  to  secure 
that  tht  diifice  thail  be  made;  hov?  then  can 
we  c{>i>cJude  thai  tlicy  wiJi  be  sufficient  to  se- 
cure, that,  vv  hen  the  ca^e  »ball  happen,  he  shall 
quit  ojie  crriwn  ti}  siccept  of  the  other,  accord- 
ini;  Co  the  choke  whjcit  he  »hall  now  make  V' 
He  gor?»  tni,  '*  The  oueeu  h^a  oAjen  declared, 
that  it  wdt  be  iiitpoitsmle  Tor  her  to  be  contt^nt, 
with  aity  exy^ifut  vtrhich  ah  all  not  be  very 
CoJirt,  upon  an  article  ot'  ho  great  importance 
a5  the  rcumoi)  of  tlie  twu  inonarcbies.  This 
wDuld  ht!  to  [ri^e  tire  htitr,  of  all  the  blood  which 
the  ;*  I  lies  biifl  i|ir|Mnrhp  rn  urse  of  this  war; 
.  thif  would  be  to  betray  the  common  cause  of 
iEiorope ;  and  to  expose  both  the  present  age 
and  positerity  to  greater  dangers  than  it  is  po»- 
•ible  to  imagine.  In  short,  he  insists  *^  that 
they  must  take  care  that  the  time  shall  never 
be,  when  the  same  prince  shall  have  the  crown 
of  Spain  upon  his  head,  and  the  succession  to 
the  crown  of  France  open  to  him/'  He  at  last 
proposes,  **  If  the  king  of  Spain  prefers  the 
expectation  of  the  crown  of  France,  to  the 
.  present  possession  of  Spain,  in  such  case  he 
shall  withdraw  forthwith  « ich  his  family  oot  of 
Spain,  the  possession  of  which,  and  of  the 
Indies,  should  be  ftiven  to  the  duke  of  Savoy ; 
that  king  Philip  shooid  have  the  kingdom  of 
Sicily  and  (he  hereditary  dominions  of  the  duke 
of  Savoy,  together  with  the  Monferat  and 
Mantua,  all  which  dominions  he  shooid  reihain 
possesse<l  of,  Uiough  he  became  kingofFrance  ; 
excepting  Sicily,  «^hich  in  that  case  should  re- 
torn  to  the  house  of  Austria/' 
.  ^  May  the  18th,  N.  8 .  M.  de Torcy, still  yield- 
ing and  complying  with  the  measures  of  Eng- 
land, shews  the  great  hardship  the  king  of 
Spain  must  undergo,  in  sacriiicing  his  Own,  and 
the  interest  of  his^  family,  for  the  establishing  a 
'  general  peace ;  however,  the  king  of  France 
would  send  to  hiin  to  know  his  mind  upon  the 
two  alternatives.  In  the  mean  time  the  king 
of  France  promises  that  the  treaty  of  peace 
shall  be  made,  upon  the  foundation  of  one  of 
these  two  propositions  *;  either  that  the  king  of 
Spain  shall  renounce  hils  rieht  to  the  crown  of 
France,  and  keep  Spain  and  the  Indies  ;  or  if 
be  prefers  hisexpectation  upon  France,  hes^all 
joit  Spain  and  the  Indies  to  the  dake  of  Savoy, 
in  excnange  fur  the  present  dominions  of  the 
duke  of  Savoy,  &c.  as  propose\i  by  Mr.  St. 
John.  Ht  hopes  by  this  promise  of  the  king  of 
France,  all  uncertainties  are  removed  ;  and 
submits  to  the  queen's  wisdom,  to  consider 
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What  m^hod  would  be  the  most  coDdooive  is 
the  general  ifood.  *^  It  would  be  v«ry  unhappy 
if  any  event,  ditrin|^  the  caoD^iaigii,  shooid  faU 
out  to  dlstinrb  the  good  dispositiaDS  that  an 
se^  at  present  for  establishing  the  public  re- 
poses." 

This  porfespondence  between  the  two  eccre- 
ries  fur  preventing  the  union  of  tlie  two  king- 
doms,  carried  on  from  about  the  tniirfie  of 
jyfarch  to  the  18th  of  May,  1719,  eiuM  at 
last  just  as  it  began  ;  and  king  Philip  chose  to 
make  the  renunciation.  The  Ffenca  miiiistsr 
giving  us  such  eady  notice,  and  telluig  ns  so 
very  plainly,  that  what  we  asked  was  ottcriy 
insufiicient,  and  would  be  for  ever  deemed  by 
the  onaherable  laws  o(  France  null  mmd  voiif, 
is  very  remarkable.  His  dexterity  in  nMtna|- 
ing  that  part  of  the  negotiatioOy  in  seeming 
always  to  comply,  and  desiroas  to  come  9a 
near  as  possible  to  the  proposals  made  6om 
hence,  and  submitting  at  last  since  we  woaU 
have  it  so,  to  the  renunciation  to  perem|itonty 
insisted  on,  is  no  less  observable. 

But  it  is  unaccounuble  how  the  £n]|liah  Mi- 
nistry, when  they  were  expressly  told  those 
would  deceive  dieinselves,  who  shooid  accept 
of  a  renunciation  as  a  sofficieot  opedient  to 
prevent  the  re-onion  of  the  two  mooarcbtes; 
when  they  laid  it  down  themselves,  as  a  prin« 
cinle  never  to  be  departed  from,  that  the  union 
or  the  two  monarchies  would  be  the  greatest 
mischief  that  could  possibly  happen  to  all 
Europe,  and  to  Qreat  Britain  in  partionlar ; 
should  still  persevere  in  relying  upon  this  ex- 
pedient of  a  renanciation.  And  itcanaot  be 
forgot,  that  no  care  was  taken  to  render  ef- 
fectual the  two  only  expedients,  that  were  ever 
proposed  for  adding  any  decree  of  real  eecori^ 
to  the  renunciation  ;  Which  wer^  to  have  it 
solemnly  accepted  by  the  stafets  of  France, 
and  to  have  it  confirmed  by  a  geaeral  gaaranty 
of  all  the  powers  of  Europe  engaged  in  the 
present  war.  The  first  was  asked  iodced; 
init  apon  a  refusal  of  France,  was  entirely 
given  up  by  our  ministry :  Tlie  second,  by  oar 
method  of  negotiating,  and  our  treatment  of  ihe 
allies,  was  from  that  very  time  Rodered  im- 
practicable ;  as  the  French  could  not  hot  fore- 
see. It  must  be  remembered,  that  a  few  days 
after  this  answer  of  M.  de  Torcy  was  received, 
Mr.  St.  John  sent  orders  to  the  British  pieai- 
pptentiaries  to  declare  to  the  states  geneniJ, 
the  queen  was  now  under  no  farther  -obliga- 
tions whatsoever  to  them,  who  with  the  rest  of 
the  nliies  were  to  be  guarantees  of  this  trealjr. 

The  Committee  tbmk  it  proper  to  mentnit 
here  a  passage  in  a  letter  from  the  lords  pAcai- 
potentiaries  to  Mr.  StlJohn,Feb.  96,  1711-19, 
N.  S.  who  acquaint  him,  that  in  some  di&coone 
with  the  mai^schal  D'Uxelles  upon  ocacasbn 
of  the  death  of  the  Dauphin, /hey  dcaieedto 
know  of  him,  what  those  measures  ace  which 
France  Offers  to  take  in  order  to  preveat  the 
union  of  the  two  kitigdoms ;  andtwfaetfacr  they 
were  to  consist  in  real  or  verbal  securities ;  the 
French  mit^ister  preteoded  to  know  no  other 
bat  of  the  Isiter  flort.^^~Ukiid  then  thej 
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■  to  Mr»  %U  Jolm>.  thfit  an  obUg^tipa  upoQ  liiiig 
IPhilip  to  T6Doyoo9  tbe  regency  a«  well  a$  tiie 
crown  of.  France,  ior  himself  and  bis  posteritj, 
ivould  amount  to  some  ikgree  of  real  security. 
But  a6  endeavoursx^ere  used  .to  obtain  ^his^  nor 
any  mention  made  of  it^  as  far  as  appears. 

Mr.  St.  Jobop  as  secretary  of  state,  trans- 
j^ted;tbis  i^iir  with  M.  de  Torcy ;  but  as  it 
cannot  easily  be  supposed,  that  be  did  this 
without  the  advice  ana  approbation  of  the  lord 
jtreafeurer,  as  first  minister ;  so  it  appears,  that 
at  the  same  lime  •  a  correspondence  was  held 
beMvixt  the  lord,  treasurer  aiul  M,  de  Torcjr : 
Mr.  St.  J«>hn  says  in  his  letter  of  the  24th  April, 
171S,  he  was  forced  to  stop  the  courier  which 
lie  designed  to  dispatch  the  day  before,  to  wait 

Sr  a  letter  which  mjr  lord  treasurer  writes  to 
L  de  Torcy ;  and  April  llch,  he  was  obliged 
ao  stop  the  courier  till  to-dajr,  in  hope^  that  lord 
treasurer  would  be  in  a  condition  to  answer  M. 
de  Torcy *s  letter*  but  the  de0uxion  in  his  eyes, 
inrhichhas  hindered  him  for  ti?e  days,  still  con- 
tinues. And  April  26th,  M.  de  Torcy  is  very 
much  concerned  for  the  indisposition  of  my 
lord  treasurer,  and  ardently  wishes  })e  may 
acx>B  recover.  '*  It  is  very  important,**  says 
lie,  '*  thai  thoee  who,  like  you  and  him,  have 
liad  the  principal  share  in  the  work  of  peace, 
should  have  the  glory  of  iinisliinK  it.** 

M.  de  Torcy's  letter  of  the  18th  May,  N.  S. 
waa  received  by  Mr.  St.  John  the  9th  May, 
O.  S.  and  the  promise  of  the  king  of  Fratice  to 
oblige  hi«  grandson  t»  accept  the  alternative  of 
the  two  kingdoms  bad  so  good  and  sudden  an 
effect,  that  the  day  following,  without  waiting 
the  return  of  the  courier  from  Madrid,  to  know 
whether  king  Philip  did  consent  or  noC  to  the 
proposal ;  orders  are  sent  to  the  doke  of  Or- 
.moad  by  Mr.  Sr.  John  to  avoid  engaging  in  any 
.  siege,  or  hazarding  a  battle  till  further  order. 
AoA  he  is  directed  to  disguise  the  receipt  of  this 
order.  Her  majesty  thinks  he  cannot  want 
pretences  for  conducting  himself  so  as  to  answer 
her  ends,  without  owning  that,  which  at  present 
might  have  an  ill  effect  if  it  were  publicly 
known. 

On  the  same  day  that  tliese  orders  are  sent 
to  the  qneen's  general  with  directions  to  dis- 
guise tliem,  which  was  to  conceal  them  from 
the  confederates,  they  are  communicated  to 
'  the  queen's  enemies.    Abbot  Gauitier  will  gjlve 


Torcy,  of  the  orders  I  have  just  now  dispatched 
to  the  duke  of  Qrraond.     What  Mr.  St.  John 

.  himself  thought  of  the  importance  of  this  order 
is  to  be  learn«rd  from  his  letter  to  Mr.  Prior, 
Sept.  19t  1719.  The  roomeotl  read  the  (jueen 
a  letter  from.  M.  de  Torcy,  by  which  it  ap- 
peared that  the  king  of  France  would  oblige 

.  his  gjcs^dson  to  accept  of  the  alternative  of 
quitting  one  of  the  two  monarchies,  her  orders 
were  dispatched  to  the  duke  to  engage  in  nei- 
ther siese  or  battle;  and  she  prevented  the 
Prendi  from  even  making  the  demand.  I  will 
not  say  that  this  order  saved  their  army,  but  I 
think  m  my  conscience  that  it  did. 
Oa  the  94th  May,  \l\%  Mr.  Si.  John  writes 


again  to  M.  de  Torcy ^  although  they  had  >et 
received  no  answer  from  Madrid  concertring 
the  reoundntioD,  but  beiog  pressed  in  tiae, 
and  fioding  it  necesiiary  Cor  rbe  queen  to  make 
thf^  com  muni  cntion  to  p^rLiament^  that  she 
bad  promv&ed,  of  th^  terms  m\  wlucb  a  pence 
might  be  made;  he  acquaiois  Kim  w^tli  the 
Steps  the  queen  was  resolved  to  taLe  ;  provided 
the  moat  Chri^tbm  King  viill  render  them  prac^ 
tic^iiblc  for  her.  And  in  a  MemarJul  of  the 
sam e  dat e,  N o .  2 2,  *pe<^ i fi es  t he  condi ti oni  u pon 
whicli  her  majesty  con^euta  to  foalie  such  im- 
portant iteps,  and  decisive  declarations  to  her 
parliament,  as  these  which  A^llon-.  First,  that 
sIjg  bad  settled  with  France  the  interests  of 
Great  Britain.  Secondly,  that  ahe  lonka  upon 
the  iotere^ts  of  the  other  powera  f^n^agcd  with 
her  in  the  war,  as  easy  to  be  adjusied ;  since, 
the  king  oSers  tr>  the  greatest  pai-t  of  them 
Yery  near  what  they  imve  demanded,  and  to  all 
a  just  and  reasnnable  ^liifucunn.  Thirdly^ 
that  she  will  set  aljoui  accommodating  the  af- 
fairs of  her  allif  s  ;  and  that,  to  prevent  all  the 
obi«trqctioQ$  whicli  the  events  of  the  crimpa]|^n 
mi[:bt  occasion  of  the  negotiationi  of  peace, 
s^e  had  agreed  with  the  king  to  a  eu^p enaion  of 
arms. 

The  conditions  speci^ed  in  the  memorial,  are 
demands  relating  to  North  America,  to  com* 
merccy  and  the  suspension  of  arms. 

In  the  article  concerning  Commerce,  it  is 
said.  That  several  poir^t^  relating  to  trade  re- 
quiring a  longer  discussTf^n  than  fbe  present 
cn!»is  would  admit,  and  the  queeo  being  much 
more  intent  upon  securiog  the  general  peacf',- 
than  any  particular  ad vnn tinges;  demands  at 
present  on]y  the  two  foljowing  ccnditioni. 
First,  that  commL%saries  should  be  named  oa 
both  sides  to  meet  at  Londc?nt  there  to  ei^nmina 
and  settle  the  duties  and  impositions  to  he 
paid  respectively  in  each  kioiidom.  Secondly, 
that  no  privileges  or  advantni^e^ij  r«)ating  to 
commerce  with  France,  shall  be  ^ieldt^d  to  aoy 
foreign  nation,  which  shall  not  at  the  same 
time  be  granted  to  the  subjects  of  her  Britannic 
majesty ;  as  likewise,  no  privilege  or  advan- 
tage, in  relation  to  the  trade  of  Great  Britain, 
shall  be  yielded  to  an^v  foreign  nation,  which 
shall  not  at  the  same  time  be  granted  to  the 
subjects  of  France. 

As  to  the  Suspension  of  Arms,  ber  majesty 


3rou  an  account,  says  Mr.  St.  John  to  M.  de.  will  consent  it  shall  be  mad.e  for  two  months: 


provided,  first,  that  within  the  said  term  the 
king  of  Spain  shall  either  m'ake  the  renuncia- 
tion demanded,  or  shall  yield  Spain  to  the 
duke  of  Savoy,  tkpon  the  conditions  mentioned 
in  Mr.  St.  John's  letter  of  the  S9th  of  April 
O.  S.  Secondly,  that  the  French  gpurisou  shall 
evacnate  Donkirl^  and  the  qpeen's  troops  be  . 
admitted,  the  same  day  that  the  suspension  of 
arms  shall  commence.  Thirdly,  that  in  case 
the  states  general  shall  at  the  same  time  con- 
sent to  the  suspension  of  arms,  it  seems  reason* 
able  they  sbooki  have  the  liberty  of  putting  a 
g^isoo  into  Cambniy.  ^ 

Upon  these  conditions  voor  Committee  can- 
not (ut  observe^  That  altbougb  it  wat  daily  m- 


WTJi]  APPENDIX.— It^pOft  rrffl/ir^  tp.  (k. 

^tilled  into  tbif  mindi  of  tht  people,  that  the 
grettt  advMKages  in  trade  attd  coininerce  se- 
cured CO  Great  Bniain^wene  the  cbtef  induce- 
ments to  tt>e  tniuistry  Co  engage  in  these  meft* 
aures  Mrith  Fmiic^  it  is  here  dedcired  they 
were  more  intent  «pon  the  geoernl  peace,  tbai^ 
any  particular  advantages.  And  frheretis  it 
pra&Uid  down  as  a  principle  (n>tti  winch  thr 
qaeeu  woald  never  depart,  that  the  interests  of 
Great  Britain  should  in  the  Arst  ptac^  be  ad- 
josted  ;  al&d  the  ^eat  advaiitaf^es  stipulated 
for  tbe»e  nations,  before  the  concIaSion  pf  the 
peace,  were  to  justify  the  peoee^  and  all  the 
f teps  that  were  taken  to  procore  it ;  it  is  now 
evident  that  no  mention  was  made  of  our 
trade  in  Spain ;'  and  for  our  commercie  in  ge- 
neral; the  settling  of  that  was  postponed,  aiu) 
all  points  in  dispute,  betwixt  Great  Btitain  and 
France,  were  tO  be  referred  to  commissiM-ies  * 
which  propusitioD  was  not  demanded,  but  vo- 
lantarilj  offered  by  Mr.  St.  John. 

On  the «ih  June,' N.  S.  1712,  M.  de  Torcy 
sends  an  account,  *'  That  tlie  king  of  Spain, 
of  the  twu  propositions,  had  chosen  to  keep 
Spain  and  tne  Indies,  and  to  renounce,  for 
tunself  kiid  his  descendants,  the  riglit  to  the 
cruwn  of  France.  Thb  principal  obstacle  to 
-^  peooa  being  removed,  the  king  of  France 
ejtiiects  that  the  queen  wi/l  now  clear,  on  her 
•ide,  the  rest  of  the  difi&cutties,  vrhlch  may 
obstruct  this  great  work;  by  making  such  de- 
clarations as  nad  been  propiised  upon  the  re- 
tarn  of  the-conrier  from  Madrid,  and  as  are  ne- 
cessary for  this  end.  The  king  thinks  the  first 
and  most  urgent  is,  to  settle  a  suspension  of 
'arms,  either  general,  or  at  least  between  the 
tw<>  armier  in  (he  Low  Countries,  which  may 
continue  till  the  conclusion  of  the  penc^/' 

On  the  lOlih  June,  N.  S.  M.  de  Torcjr  ac- 
iLaoit ledges  tlie  receipt  of  Mr.  St.  John's  letter 
of  the  3ith  of  May,  O.  S.  together  with  the 
lOemorial;  and  sends  another  Memorial  ip 
anewer  to  it,  containing  the  king  of  Finance's 
answer  to  these  last  demands  of  the  queen, 
No.  23. 

He  take9  notice,  that  the  letters  frpm  the 
%rmy  niention  a  design  to  invest  Quesnoy,  \x\ 
order  to  b«'Sifge  it ;  but  the  king  cannot  think 
that  (bequeen  approves  of  such  an  undertakin^i 
much  le«s  that 'her  troops  shall  be  employed  to 
rtnider  it  succtsiful:  He  concludes,  that  if  a 
fuspeoMOii  is  not  imniediaiely  made,  we  may 
find  our^Wes  indi^ensably  drawn  into  some 
'  l^reat  event,  which  be  hopes  t^e  fecrerary*s 
prudence  and  care  will  prevent.  And  although 
in  the  answer  to  the  queen's  demand^,  nothing 
material  that  was  asked  for  our  trade  in  North 
lAmerica  is  granted,  tiie  evacuating  of  Dunkirk, 
jkBd  adnsitiingan  English  garrison  is  not  agreed 
if>^  and  the  receiving  a  Dutch  gf^rrison  into 
Cambray  is  absolutely  /efui»ed,  which  were 
jiroposed  its  conditions  of  the  suspension  of 
jurms,  M.  de  Torcy  hopes  that  this  return  to  the 
flucen's  demand)  will  occasion  no  new  trouble, 
out  as  tlie  beginning  and  whole  course  of  this 
jii^tiaUoo  was  carried  on  upon  the  horutjide, 
jada  wutuai  qoaiim^ctj  qt  njiiich  tl^ey  h^d 


seei)  the  ^ood  effects;  it  is  necess^  to  banish 
all  distrost,  and  the^ueen  to  repose  an' intir^ 
confidence  in  Ills  majesty,  without  insisting  on 
liemands  whibh  may  serve  only  t6  create 
Jealousies. 

On  the  6th  June,  O.  S.  Mr.  St  John  owns 
the  receipt  of  M.  deTorcy's  two  fetters  of  the 
8th  «ind  10th  Jdne,  N.  S.  and^ays,  ^^  ahbongh 
the  King  of  France  had'  not  answered  t&b 
queen's  demands'  accordioj^  to  expectation^ 
which  were  the  conditions  on  which  the  qoeeb 
was  to  make  such  peremptory  and  decisive 
declarations:  yet  the  queen  would  not  defer 
going  that  day  to  parliament,  and  making  aO 
the  declarations  that  were  necessary  to  repder 
the  nation  unanimously  inclined  to  the  peaoe; 
tbsit  she  had  not  indeed  mentioned  to  the  paN 
lianient  the  suspension  of  anns,  bu^  bad  com^ 
manded  him  to  acquaint  M.  de  Torcy  With  the 
resolutions  she  hadf  taken  in  relation  to  it,  anj 
insisting  upon  the  renunciation  as' the  capital 
point  of  the  negotiation ;  and  for  which,  hei 
majesty  would  rather  depart  from  Ahnost  aB 
the  pomts  that  had  been  Agreed  iipon^  than 
leave  that  to  any  uncertainty.  Upon  iha 
foundation  the  qtieen  hopes,  that  tne  roost 
Christian  King  will  not  finaany  thing  ofifensivv 
in  the  demands,  which  she  foi^nd  herself  oiiliged 
to  renew,  being  conditions  for  a  suspension  o£ 
arms  b^ween  tlie  two  armies  in  the  Nether^ 
lands;  which  if  the  kin^  consents  to,^'5an 
Mr.  St.  Jiohn  to  M.*de  Torcy,  "you  have  onlj^ 
to  sign  und  send  to  the  duke  of  Ormond.  who, 
at  the  same  time  that  he '  iakes  possession  oT 
Dunkirk,  will  declare  to  the  allies,  that  h^lias 
orders  to  act  no  further  against  France."  '  fft 
acquaints  him  that  **  Lorcf  Strafford  wasj^ing 
back  to  Utrecht,  that  the  instructions  he  was  to 
carry  will,  according  to  your  desire^  put  the 
queen*s  plenipotentiaries  in  a  condition  tb  keep 
no  longer  those  measures  to  which  they  faare 
been  hitherto  obliged  to  submit,  but  from 
henceforth  they  may  openly  join  with  those  of 
France,  and  give  law  to  those  who  trill  nut  sub- 

mir    tn    in«r    nnH   rf*n^nnAlitf»   rnnditinn*'**' -nnd 


mit  to  just  and  reasonably  conditions  ;** -and 
promises  when  lord  Strafford  goes,  he  will  dis- 
patch another  courier  to  inforin.  him  of  the  or- 
ders he  carries. 

Your  Committee  thiiik  It  proper  to  fnsert 
here  and  extract  of  a  letter  fi-om  the  earl  of 
Strafford  to  Mr.  St.  John,  of  the  30th  of  April, 
1712,' N.S.  **Thus  you  still  see  the  temper 
here,  and  the  time  it  will  naturally  take  to  get 
the  Dutch  (if  they  will  at  l^st  settle  a  plan) 
before  it  (pan  be  done.  Yon  See  the  events 
we  are  exposed  to  by  the  operations  in  the 
field  the  mean  time,  and  you  have  it'  by  this 
time  in  your  power  to  terminate  all,  and  even 
to  stop  the  operations  of  the  army  for  a  month, 
tin  the  negotiation  is  ended  one  way  or  other: 
There  is  no  pretence  now  it  can  be  a  prepadtce 
to  JUS,  shoulcf  a  cessation  be  made ;  for  the  R>f- 
mer  pretences  are  out  of  doors,  of  its  'hiarig 
impossible  for  the  French  to  make  uia^akm^ 
for  their  army  to  take  the  field  as  ^oon  its  xnxn 
and  having  burnt  those  magadnes  at'tfrst  JEt 
firiped  iayQ|Miitric  tQ  bt  made,  ftr  aa  ^J.  j*"* 
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me^ba.to  be  masters  qf  l^s^og  eulief  Cam- 
bravor  Arras,. nod  our  ariii/s  marqhjng  to 
Fans  is  stopt  at  least  !br,  tjiis  suiiuuer  ij^  all 
appearance.  Tbe  French  are  oow  better  pofted 
ti)ao  we  are.;  tbeir  army  i«,niu^  stronger. 
Wecannoc  marcb  to  surprize  tbem  in  otbfr 
parta  of  their  line^  tiU  we  have  men  forage, 
whicU  won't  be  up  these  three  w^els  at  sqpneft. 
Tbey  h^ve  ^11  their  troops  up^;  an^  we  .want,  a 
great  ps^t  yf  oun,  espieciaUy.  the  imp^ialists, 
who  it  is  said,  cannot  join  tlie  anq¥  m  a  month 
jpt  I  so  tb(^t,npw  tbe  advantage  of  ^  cessation 
of  arms  is  on  our  side,  if  wy  will,  for  tbe 
sake  of  peaipe^  consent  to  it.  If,  upofx  tliese 
and  otber  considerations,  a  cessation  la  thou^t 
in  Bqgland  pecessary»  tbe  queen  ^^^st  not  pro- 
pose it,  but  i^t  the  same  time  be  cesolvea  to 
Eut  it  in  ei^eoution  on.  |)er  side,  if  i^eed  to 
]f  tbe  French ;  because  such  ^  proposition 
will!  be  syrq  to  meet  wii,b  opposition^  unless 
backed  wjthi  resolution,  ^<i..p>iy  have  tbe  ef- 
fect of  making  tnose  who  deliglii:  in  war  uo- 
dertakewith  so  much  the  ^eater  precipitation 
some  desperate  attempt.'!  Upon  what  ground- 
Jess  all^ations  tbe  ;earl  of  Strafford  dui  here 
advise  a  suspen^on  of  arms,  is  subnodtted  to 
the  consideration  of  tbe  House. 
'  Tbe  Articles  for  a  Suspension,  sigs^d  by 
JSlr.  St.  John,  June  the  ath,  0.  S.  and  tbe 
Answer,  signed  by  M.  deTorc^,  June  the  33d, 
1713,  N.  S.  are  anneied.    No.  34. 

Tbe  next  4iay,  June  tbe  nh,  O.  S.  Hr.  St. 
John  writes  a  private  letter  to  M,  de  Torcy, 
expressing  tbe  utmost  confidence  in  tbe  good 
faitb  of  tbe  most  christian  king ;  thinks  it 
vepefisarj  to  hasten  tbe  peace;  tells  him»  it ; 
ivould  frighten  the  Dutch  to  be  told  tbe  queen 
win  act  no  longer  against  France ;  and  that  if 
they  do  not  hasten  to  make  their  agpeeme^^ 
tbej  will  have  a  burthen  upon  their  b^cks 
which  they  are  not  able  to  bear. 

On.  the  same  day  I^r.  St.  John  sends  to  the 
duke  of  Ormond  copies  of  these  two  last 
letters,  and  o(  the  Memorial  sent  to  the  marquis 
de  Torcy.  "  They  have  been,''  says  bis  lord- 
ship, **  prepared  by  tbe  (pieen*s  order  in  an- 
swer to  tbe  last  express  which  came  from 
France,  and  you  will  perceive  by  then^  my 
lord^  that  the  queen  insists  on  the  execution  of 
;iie  article  relating  to  Spaia,  and  on  tbe  de- 
ivery  of  Dunkirk,  as  points  without  which 
the  will  not  declare  for  a  cessation  of  arms  in 
:he  Netherlands;  but  if  these,  conditions  are 
Lccep^d,  and  sent  signed  by  tbe  -marquis  de 
VoTcy  to  your  .grace,  and  Dunkirk  put  into 
rour  possession,  you  are  publicly  to  own  {^at 
rou  cao  act  no  longer  against  the  French.  If 
bey  are  not  consented  to,  yo«  are  intirelv  free 
rom  restraint,  and  at  a  liberty  to  take  aU  rea^ 
4XiKible  measures  that  are  in  your  power  for 
mnoy^ni^  ^e  eneiny.  It  is  probfriile  the  mar- 
.h«i  Villars  may  receive  the  orders,  which  will 
>e  sent  him  from  Veisaille8»  within  a  day 
iler  this  letter  will  come  to  ^our  hands.  Your 
(race  will  therefore  lose  no  time  in  aoquaintmg 
iia9,  that  your  expectation  of  .hearing  from  his 
oart  that  wli|ch  most  determine  your  pro- 


ceedii^,;.,and  that,  aocording  to  the  king's  re^ 
solution,  yqu  are  either  to.  k>ok  upon  youc^ 
selves  on  buth  sides  as  freed  from  any  restric- 
tive orders  and  in  jfuU  liberty  of  acting  against  / 
each  other :.  or  that  you  are  openly  to  dedai^ 
for  a  cessation.'^ 

The  committee  think  it  necessah^  no#  to  go 
a  little  back^  and  observe  what  Orden  and  li^ 
structionsbaid  been  given  to  thedukeof  Ormond^ 
and  what  accounts  b»  had  sent  of  bis  pro-  ' 
ceediogs.  during  the  time  the  correspoodcoce 
relating  to  the  renunciation  was  carrying  oov 

Ontbel^ihof  ilpril  1713,  N.  8.  4js  tab 
structions  are  signed -hv  tbe  queeu^No.  36« 
He  is  ordered -to  repair  first  to  the  Hague,  and 
to  see  the  pensionary,  before  lie  puis  hiBMelf 
at  the  head  of  tbe  troops  ;  to  expiess  to  hiia 
the  queea's  resolution  of  pressing  the  war 
with  all  possible  vigour ;  to  assure  him  he  is 

Srepared  to  live  in  |i  perfect  good  correapoiH 
ence  with  all  the  genenls,  and  particukrly 
with  those  of  the  slates ;  to  ioibrm  bioMeif 
wliat  phut  has  been  agreed  for  the  operatioii  of 
the  campaign;  And  as  soon  a&4)e  arivesat 
tbe  frontier,  to  meet  withpringe  Eugeue,  and 
such  of  the  generals  as'  shall  be  in  the  secret, 
and  with  tbem  to  concert  the  proper  measorts 
for  entering  upon  action. 

Your  Committee  conceive  these lostructione 
signed  by  her  majesty  must  be  the  rule  of  his 
erace's  actions,  till  countermanded  -or  revoked 
by  equfd  authority,  there  being  no  general  di- 
rection in  them  to  follow  such  further  orders 
as  he  should  receive  from,  a  secretary  of 
state. 

On  tbe  34th  of  April,  N.  S.  The  duke  of  Or-. 
mond  gives  the  «ecretai^  aa  account,  <<  That 
according  to  bis  insuuctions,  he  had  given  the 
pensionary  all  the  assurances  of  carrying  on 
the  war  with  vigour,  and,  and  acting  in  cob6* 
dence  with  all  the  allies,  alid  more  especiaUy 
tbe  Dutch;  which  were  received  with  the 
greatest  professions  of  duty  and  respect  to  her 
majesty/'    . 

On  the  dOth,th^  duke  of  Ormond  had  been 
in  conference  with  the  council  of  sute,  whese^ 
his  grace  says,  there  were  great  expressions  of 
duty  to  her  m^estY,  They  told  bioA  there  was 
no  particular  rescdution  taken  as  t^  the  epc^ 
nation  of  the  campaign,  but  left  it  to  their  f^ 
nerals,  who  with  their  deputies  are  to  act  in 
concert  witb  tbe  generals  of  ^t;he  edtiesy  and 
that  they  had  given  orders  to  their  generals  te- 
live  in  a,  good  oorrespondenee  with  bis .  ^aoe* 

On  the  35th  ^f  April,  O,  S.  which  must  be 
observed,  was  beifore  it  was  kiiowa  France  bad 
agreed  so  much  as  to  propose  to  the  king  of 
Spain  tbe  alternative  of  the  two  moaafchiefl^ 
which  was  not  till  tbe  18th  of  May,  N.  S.  Mr. 
St.  John  begins  to  give  the  duke  of  Orana^ 
some  distant  hint  of  tbe  scene  that  wasaftei^ 
wards  to  he  opened,  and  tells  him,  *'  The 
queen  inclines  to  be  of  opinion,  that  all  the 
troops,  whether  subjects  or  Ibreigaers,  b^one- 
ing  to  her,  should  be  imooediately  nader  lue 
grace's^command.  There  may  have  been  for* 
merly  reasons  for  using  a  different  method,  but 
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there  seeoM  »t  preMnt  to  be  tome  of  a  Terj 
strong  natore  for  taking  this,  and  perhaps 
these  ma?  every  day  grow  still  stronger.  In- 
sinuates there  may  be  reason  to  he  jealous  of 
prince  Eugene ;  and  on  this  occasion  his  grace 
IS  directed  to  be  more  cautious  for  some  time 
of  cngagiiig  ia  an  action,  unless  in  the  case  of 
mreiy  apparent  and  considerable  advantage, 
vpoo  pretence  of  waiting  till  the  German 
a  troops  wtrt  all  arrived,  that  tliey  may  hav« 
their  share,  if  there  is  to  be  any  action.** 

On  the  0th  of  May,  N.  S.  The  duke  of  Or- 
mond  adcnowledges  the  receipt  of  two  letters 
from  Mr.  St.  John  of  the  16th  and  38d  of 
April y  neither  of  which  appear.  But  hb  grace 
says  in  answer  to  the  secretary,  <<  I  am  of 
your  opinion^  that  a  battle  won  or  lost  would  at 
this  time  make  very  mat  alterations  in  the 
treaties  now  on  foot ;  But  von  remember  that, 
in  my  instructions,  I  am  ordered  to  act  in  con- 
junction with  the  allies  in  prosecuting  the  war 
with  vigour;  so  that,  should  there  happen  a 
fair  opportunity  to  attack  the  enemy,  I  cannot 
tefuse  It,  if  prouosed  by  the  prince  and  Sutes. 
But  I  hope  to  nave  the  messenger  before  the 
armies  are  formed,  which  will  be  in  a  or  4 
days.** 

On  the  19th  of  Majr,  N.  S.  The  duke  of 
Ormond  expresses  still  the  same  uneasiness, 
Irishes  to  hw  from  England  that  the  peace  is 
near  concluded,  but  hopes,  if  it  be  delayed,  we 
shfldl  have  the  good  fortune  to  force  the  French 
to  comply  with  the  queen*s  demands. 

But  nis  grace  was  now  soon  put  out  of  his 
pain  by  the  order,  mentioned  before,  of  May 
the  10th,  O.  S.  not  to  engage  in  any  siege,  or 
haxard  a  battle. 

On  the  S5th  of  May,  N.  S.  The  duke  of 
Ormofid  writes  two  letters  to  Mr.  St.  John,  a 
private  letter  and  a  public  letter.  In  the  first, 
ivhich  was  his  private  letter,  and  all  wrote  in 
his  own  hand,  **  his  grace  acknowledges  the  re- 
ceipt of  his  orders,  not  to  engage  in  siege  or 
battle ;  to  which  he  promises  an  eii^t  obedi- 
ence, end  to  keep  secret  his  .bavins  received 
any  such  command,  and-  will  endeavour  to 
hinder  its  being  suspected.  But  prince  Eugene 
sind  the  States  having  proposed  to  attack  the 
^nemy,  or,  if  that  be  found  too  hazardous,  to 
liesiege  Qoesnoy,  his  grace  fears  it  will  be  very 
difficult  for  him  to  disguise  the  true  reason  of 
his  opposing  all  proposals  that  shall  be  made  for 
undertakbg  any  thing,  having  no  excuse  for  de* 
lays,  all  the  troops  we  expected,  and  the  heavy 
cannon,  being  to  be  here  on  Saturdav  :**  And 
he  savs  if  he  could  have  found  forage  here,  he 
would  have  made  some  pretence  to  delsy  the 
march,  though  the  dispositions  of  it  were  made 
before  he  received  this  letter. 

But  on  the  same  day  his  grace  writes  ano- 
ther public  letter  to  Mr.  St  ^hn,  after  he  had 
received  the  letter  of  the  lOtb,  as  is  expressly 
said  ;  wherein  he  takes  no  notice  of  his  orders 
:not  to  engage  in  sieee  or  battle,  but  speaks  of 
iiis  having  reviewed  the  English  troops,  and 
found  them  in  so  good  a  condition,  that  must 
convince  all  the  aUics  how  groondieis  the  com- 


plaints are  that  have  been  nMHie4>f  onr  back- 
wardness, of  whicb  he  says,  I  believe  yon  id 
now  hear  no  more.^  He  goes  on,  **  ifwe  fiad 
an  opportunity  to  bring  the  enemy  to  a  battk^ 
we  shall  not  decline  it.'' 

On  the  fSthof  May,  the  duke  of  Omoed, 
in  his  letter  to  Mr.  St.  John,  says,  ^  Yesterday 
prince  Eugene  and  the  States  deputies  desired 
that  I  would  consent  to  send  the  ooarter-nias- 
ters  to  view  the  French  camp ;  which  I  coahl 
not  refose,  without  giving  them  sosne  smficioa 
of  what  I  am  ordered  to  disguise ;  but  1  wai 
sure  that  nothing  of  action  could  happen,  the 
enemy  being  behind  the  ScheMe.  The  detach- 
ment that  went  with  them  were  forty  squa- 
drons, and  all  the  grenadiers  of  my  army  to 
support  them  and  make  good  their  retreat, 
should  the  enemy  have  endeavoured  for  Is 
have  atucked  them.  They  went  as  for  (I  mean 
the  horse)  as  Catelet,  where  die  rieht  of  the 
enemy's  army  lies,  and  are  coooe  batt  without 
seeing  any  of  the  French  en  our  side  the 
Schelde. 

'<  The  distance  between  the  head  of  te 
Somme  and  that  of  the  Schelde  is  not  above 
a  league  and  a  half,  which  is  a  plain ;  and  the 
enemy  have  not  yet  offered  to  throw  op  a^ 
retrenchment:  may  be  to-morrow  they  wm 
begin  to  work,  since  they  have  seen  our  boops 
reconnoitring  that  way.^  Prince  Eugene  and 
the  deputies  being  to  dine  with  his  grace  the 
next  day,  he  was  under  apprehensions  they 
would  press  him  to  undertake  something  im- 
mediately, which  it  would  be  very  hard  to  con- 
ceal the  true  reason  of  has  refosing,  having  no 
reasonable  excuse  for  it 

In  this  letter  his  grace  gives  an  account  of  a 
letter  that  be  had  received  from  Mareschal 
Villars,  and  the  answer  that  bis  grace  wrote  ts 
the  Mareschal. 

This  Correspondence,  which  on  both  sides  n 
insisted  upon  to  be  kept  as  the  most  nb«oiQts 
secret,  b  founded  upon  a  postcrtpt  in  Mr.  St. 
John*s  letter  of  May  the  10th  to  the  duke  of 
Ormond ;  wherein  he  tdls  his  grace  **  Coin> 
munication  is  given  of  this  order  to  the  conrt 
of  France;  so  that  if  Mareschal  Villara  takes 
anv  private-way  notice  of  it  to  you,  your  griot 
will  answer  accordingly.'' 

May  the  85th,  N.  S.  Mareschal  ViQars  ac- 

3uaints  his  grace,  **  That  he  had  the  kingS  of^ 
ers,  and  the  queen  of  England^  consent,  to 
write  to  him  as  soon  as  he  received  the  con^ 
rier ;  and  whatever  glory  is  to  be  acquired  against 
a  general  whose  valour  is  so  well  uown 
among  them,  he  desires  them  to  be  assnred  that 
he  never  received  more  agreeable  news  than 
that  they  were  to  be  no  longer  enemies.?' 

The  duke  of  Ormond  in  answer  acquaints 
him.  That  he  had  received  orders  from  the 
queen  upon  the  ssme  subject,  to  which  kt 
would  not  fail  to  conform  hmiself  in  the  flMSI 
exact  manner. 

This  is  conformable  to  the  intimatien  ^fen 
by  Mr.  St.  John,  ,That  if  Mareschal  \mmn 
^ikes  any  private-way  notice  ^  his  ordsfs^  bii 
grace  was  to  answer  wcwiriaD^j. 
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'*  .Tl«|?  ipotiui^  whicL  we  »regplpg^,(o  oaaliei^ 
pripcipfiUy  for  Uie  8ubsi$tencQ4^9U|:  troops,  sq 
tb^tyau  need  not  bit  under  aayappfeheosioa 
at  this  March;  at  least  I  caa  answer. ibr  die 
queeiit'a  anny,  wbicii  I  bav^  ib^  boooutto  copi- 

Y(»yf  CcMniniUee  is  at  a  los^  toaccouut  foe 
thia  traDfaction,  unless  bis  grace  bad  orders  not 
only -to  act  against  France,  but  to.  give.  tl»e 
Freiftcli  geoecal  intelligeace  of  all  tbatwAS  de- 
:ags^J  in  the  confederate  army. 
.'  The  report  being  made  by  the  quarter  mas* 
ten  general,  who  went  with  the  deta^bineot  to 
view  the  French  camp,  aud  the  overture  be- 
tween the  sources  of  tba  Soiome  and  Scheldoy 
aud  they  all  agrieeing  that  the  ground  was  as 
advantageous  as4:ould  be,  their  situntion  being 
SQOh  as  gave  an  opportumly  of  falling  upon 
their  flank  and  rear,  it  was  proposed  to  the 
duke  of  OcfBood  to  march  without,  the  least 
d$kiy  t6  tl>e  enemy,  and  to  attack  them. 

What  his  grace  did  upon  this  oCcasiop  is 
best  to  be  learnt  from  bis  own  words,  in  bis 
kttecof  May  the  llOth  to  Mr.  St,  Jolyi.  **  You 
may   easijy  imagine  the  difficulty  that  I  was 
under  to  excuse  the  delaying  a  matter,  which 
according  to  the  informations  I  bad  from  the 
quarter  ijaasters  general,  and  several  other  ge* 
'iteral  officers  that  went  out  with  the  detach* 
men«t'  seemed  to  be  so  practicable.    The  best 
ei^se  Jlcoqld  make  was  lord  Straffi}rd*s  sudden 
vo3K^  to-  England,  which  gave  me  reason  to 
believe  there  must  be  something  of  consequence 
transacting,  which  a  delay  of  four  or  six  days 
would  bring  to  light;   and  thereCure  I  desired 
thay  ?rould  defer  this  undertaking,  or  any  other, 
'itattil  I  should  receive  fresli  letters  from  £ng- 
knd.'' 
Your  Committee  cannot  better  represent 
,  l^a^ftitrouiahle  opportunity  tbat  was  here  lost 
I   tq  the  common  oau^e,  and  the  advantage,  or 
rather  deliverance,   that  lyas  secured  to  the 
,   common  enemy,  than  in  a  letter  from  the  de- 
puties of  tlie  States  to  the  duke  of  Ormpnd^ 
,    Jinethei4th,N.S.  No.  96. 
I       Xbese^IlepTesetttaiiona,  and  the  pressing  in- 
I   stances  tnade  by  Prince  Eugene,  are  enter- 
'  tained  by  Mr,  St.  John  as.  affected  alarms  and 
,    ebmmarii  raised  wkh  much   industry,  but  soch 
as  ipive  her  majesty  no  uneasiness  whatsoever. 
But  they  began  to  make  some  impressions 
ttpen  the  duke  ofOrmood ;  be  grew  sensible  of 
the  ill  bli>od  and  disaatiafaction  caased  among 
the  allies  by  the  nMasares  he  was  obliged  to 
lakey  who  did  not  stick  to  say  we  were  betray- 
'  ingthem.      He  sends  an.  aecoont  that  Prince 
Eugene  «nd  the  Staus  deputies  had  resolved 
te  bcsiei^  Quesnoy,  which  place  was  that  day, 
June  the 8th, N.  S.  1712,  invested;  and  thuugib 
he  had  nothing  to  do  in  the  operation,  be  could 
MM  refine  furtiiihing  some  troops  if|  the  States 
pay^  bat  had  avoided  giving  any  in>  the  queen's 
wliofcepay.      *  .     ' 

'We  are  now  obme  again  to  the  7tfa  .of  June 
O.  S.  wbeo  Mr.  St.  John  sent  to  the  dukepf 
Ormond  his  letters  of  .the  j^tb  and  7^  te,j^ 
'     Vol.  VII. 
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de  Tuicv,  and  ihe  last   articles  prippBed  by 
;  GrfHl  Bntam  fnr  u  f*usi)Cfosion  of  arms  :  .tjid  il 


f^uspcfosion  ofarms^  aud  iL 
is  to  bet)b^(;ri:i;d,  that  hijth^iTto  it  wa*i  rto  flndrei 
seci:<:t  lie t ween  the  English  and  French  courts, 
and  t la  If  iwo  gcjiemb,  tluit  iieithfreit'ge  or 
buttle  wi^s  ta  be  cn^uijed  iu  by  the  duke  of  Or- 
mond- Prince  KuLcne  and  the  whole  coofe- 
dt'mcy  wert;  as  yet  amused  with  hopes  that  the 
duke  ofOrmotuI  tni^ht  be  permttied  iis  somi^ 
dtgree  to  compJy  wiili  \m  in^trucuqns,  ar><!  ibe 
solemn  and  repeated  asiiuranciip  tlmt  hEid  been 
giFCrtj  to  acj  in  e<m|un<jtio«  wUh  the  rest  of  the 
allies  I  but  the  time  wi^^  nc>w  coiiie,  when  tlie 
secretary  s  c^fe  and  prudence  wtia  to  deliver 
the  French  kin^  from  the  ajij^rehcnsbiis,  urid«r 
vhicU  M,  de  Turcy  bad  !^a  often  declared  him 
t4i  heTof  tJie  events  of  this  cadipaign  ;  o:id  yjd- 
thniigh  !h«  su^pen^ioii  uf  aiuiii  ^vas  pT(^i»ied  auj 
iiisUTeil  upon  by  Friinoe,  and  wo^  iq  be  graii^ed 
purely  ft>r  ilie  suke  and  preservatbn  of  ihc 
French  aits^y,  ivLtcb  in  all  leJisun  should  have 
brought  them  u*  a  comptiaiice  wiih  the  de- 
mands stnt  from  England  ;  j;et  so  very  triacta-^ 
Uk  did  tuirmiobtry  prove,  'that  France''$  re^ 
fusing  the  conditions  at  first  proposed  for  grant- 
ing a  suspension  of  arms,  bad  no  other  effecl 
but  to  make  us  lower  the  terms  upon  which 
they  were  to  accept  «ihat  could  be  no  ad  van* 
tage  to  England,  but  was  of  the  highest  impor- 
tance to  France. 

When  these  last  eon diuons  were  $erit  to  the 
dake  of  Ormond;,  ^^ith  the  orders  tliat  attended 
them,  it  is  to  bt  observed,  tbfit  Mr,  St.  John 
declared  the  queers  insi^fed  ou  the  eicecutinu 
of  the  article  reluttu;;  toS|mJn,  pud  on  die  de^ 
livery  of  Dunkirk,  i^s  prjints  fvithout  which  she 
would  not  declare  for  a  cessation  of  :irm5  :  so 
that  if  these  conditions  were  not  nhsolutelf 
consented  to,  if  the  answer  from  France^  which 
was  to  determine  the  duke  of  Ortn<^nd*s  roea' 
saresy  was  not  &Isued  by  M.  de  Torcy,  mid 
Dunkirk  was  nui  put  into  possession  of  the 
duke  oT  Ormond^  bb  grace  wa^  at  In  tire  liberty 
t^  act  ag&iost  France  ;  but  upon  ihe^e  condi- 
tions the  duke  of  Ormond  was  ordered  itiimc* 
-diately  to  declare  a  cessation  of  arms. 

.The  Comauttce  ciiimot  but  think  this  order 
in  itself  ofa  very  excruordinary  nature,  althougji 
conditional;  and  the  niinUEry  seem  in  verjr 
ereat  baste  to  give  all  up  iitlo  the  hands  of 
France,  when  the  cjueer/s  general^  at  the  heftflof 
a  confederate  anuy  in  the  fidd^  at  that  time 
coverine  a  aiege,  which  the  allies  vrere  engaged 
ioysbotdd  be  ordered  ro  (;ovem  bimielf  aq* 
cording  to  such  signilicatiiiEis  a^  ^bQutd  coma 
from  the  cou;tof  Fratice,  and  those  transmitted 
him  by  the  gene  m I  commanding  the  eoerny** 
ari^y,  whose  duty  It  was  by  force  nr  siratagtrm 
to  raise  the  siegV\  or  ^ala  any  advantage  1«b 
coipld  over  the  allies. 

Go  tbe,82d  of  June,  N.  S.  an  Answer  to  the 
Proposals  last  sent  over  was  transmitted  to 
Mr.  3l,  Jolm,  signed  by  M.  de  Torcyj  with  two 
alterations,,  one  no  less  material  thao  whereas 
jt  was  demanded  tiiat  the  renujciation  should 
be  ratified  in  the  most  solemji  manner  ^^  the 
States  of  France,  which  had  been  xseatiooe^ 
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before  as  one  of  tbe  chief  securities  to  make  it 
na  effectual  as  anj  thing  could,  it  is  here  sub- 
fititmed,  ihal  it  shall  be  registered  iji  the  se- 
veral parljaiTierns ;  i\iul  to  the  article  of  Duo- 
It  irt,  is  fldd€fl,  That  'aW  the  king's  oflScers,  both 
knd  nnd  f»ea  ofiicers,  ^hall  have  liberty  to  stay 
lit  Dunkirk,  and  to  execute  their  several  offices. 
And  oil  the  »amt  dny^  M.  de  Torcy  writes  two 
titers  U)  Mr.  St.  Jobii,  the  one  a  public  letter 
explaining  ut  kfg*;  the  alterations ;  the  other 
*  private  k tier,  la  prevail  with  him  to  consent 
to  these  ntteraUons.  And  it  may  be  here  ob- 
served, that  there  are  beveral  instances  of  such 
&  private  corre^piindeace  carried  on  between 
•  the  two  secretaries. 

At  Lbe  sarnie  tiinc,  a  copy  of  the  Memorial 
•nd  the  Answer  was  sent  to  the  Mareschal 
Villars,  who  with  his  Letter  of  the  24th  of 
June,  N.  S.  sends  tlie  copies  to  the  duke  of 
Prmond,  and  tells  him  the  originals  were  sent 
to  England  ;  and  doubts  but  but  the  suspension 
of  arms  would  immediately  take  effect. 

But  it  appears  by  the  duke  of  Ormond's 
letter  to  Mareschal  Villars,  of  the  25th  of 
^une.  That  these  were  only  copies  and  not 
'^ned,  for  his  grace  says,  "  It  were  to  be 
wished  that  M.  de  Torcy  had  given  himself  the 
trouble  to  sign  them,  as  being  more  agreeabfe 
to  his  grace^s  instructions ;  but  that  he  may 
yiot  stop  so  good  a  work,,  by  difficulties  and 
scruples,  he  will  not  insist  upon  formality  :  he 
promises  to  go .  immediately  to  prince  Eugene 
'^nd  the  Stales  deputies,  to  persuade  them  to 
abandon  the  enterprize  upon  Quesnov,  and 
to  declare, '  Tliat  in  case  of  a  refusal,  he  shall 
jbe  obliged  to  withdraw  the  queen's,  army ;  and 
^soon  as  tlie,  troops,  which  he  should  detach 
fur  that  purpose,  had  taken  possession  of  Dun- 
kirk, tbe  suspension  of  arms  shall  take  place/' 
,  On  the  27  th  of  June,  the  duke  of  Ormoud 
iives  Mr.  St.  Jolin  an  account,  That  he  had 
Xeen  with  ppnce  Eugene,  and  ^hc  States  de- 
puties, and  had  acquainted  thec^,  that  the 
French  king  having  agreed  to  several  articles 
demanded  by  the  queeR,..as  the  foundation  of  a 
cessation  of  arms,  he  could  no  longer  cover  the 
aiege  of  Quesnoy ;  but  was  obliged  by  his  in- 
structions to  march  with  the  queen's  troops, 
and  those  in  her  mi^esty's  .pay,  and  to  declare 
-  a  cessation  of  arms  as  soon  as  the  town  of  Dun- 
kirk was  delivered  op. 

.  The  duke  of  Ormond  having  had  this  con- 
.ference  with,  prince  Eugene,  and  the  States  de- 
puties, according  to  his  promise,  sends  a  se- 
,  cond  letter  to  Mareschal  Villars  of  the  same 
date^  and  tells  him,  he  apprehends  that  the  ge- 
nerals qf  the  auxiliaries  paid  by  the  queen, 
will  not  leave'Prince  Eugene's  army  without 
particular  orders  from  their  respective  mas- 
ters.  , 

An  account  of  this  beitig  sent  ^o  the  court  of 

I'l^ance^  M.   de  Torcy  dispatches  an   express, 

June  the  27th,  N.  S.  and  declares  if  the  foreign 

trpop^  in  English  pay  did  not  abandon  prince 

.  Eugene's    army,    the    condition   upon  which 

^Dunkirk  was  to  be  delivered    being  not  per- 

"  formed^  it  wo^iid  bo  unreatoaable  for  England 
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to  insist  that  Dankirk  should  be  given  mto^ 
their  hands ;  and  appeals  to  the  title  of  the 
memonal,  Uiat  imported  a  cessation  of  arms 
between  the  two  armies  in  the  NetherlaDds : 
he  insists,  that  positive  orders  be  sent  to  the 
duke  of  Ormond,  to  withdraw  all  th^  troops 
in  English  pay ;  and  when  these  orders  shall 
have  been  punctually  complied  with,  the  king 
will  perform  his  promise  of  deliverine  Dunkirk. 
The  duke  ofOrmond  having  already  declared 
absolutely  to  the  allies,  that  he  could  no  longer 
cover  the  siege  of  Quesnoy,  remains  in  a  state 
of  inaction,  though  it  is  plain  by  his  orders  be 
was  now  free  firom  all  restraint,  the  answer  not 
bein^  sighed  by  M.  de  Torcy,  as  was  expressly 
req^aired,  some  material  alterations  being  made 
in  the  conditions  relating  to  Spain^  which  hb 
grace  had  then  no  notice  that  the  qoeeo  con- 
sented to,  and  Mareschal  Villars  refusing  to 
give  him  the  possession  of  Dunkirk,  which 
were  declared  points  without  which  the  queeo 
would  not  consent  to  a  cessation  of  arms. 

And  that  the  duke  of  Ormond  was  himself  of 
this  opinion,  is  evident  from  bis  own  letter  to 
Mr.  St.  John  of  June  the  ,29th,  N.  S.  whereia 
he  excuses  his  deferring  separating  the  troop? 
and  marching  towards  Dunkirk,  until  he  had 
sufficient  assurance  that  place  would  be  sur- 
rendered to  him:  and  then  his'  grace  savs, 
''  The  contrary  appears  now  so  evidently,  that 
I  should  look  upon  myself  immediately  at  li- 
berty to  act  in  conjunction  with  the  allies :  but 
I  do  not  take  upon  me  to  make  a  step  of  such 
consequence  Vithout  the  queen's  particular 
orders,  which  I  shall  expect  with  the  greatest 
impatience." 

These  unexpected  resolutions  of  the  foreign- 
ers in  the  queen's  pay  not  to  abandon  ther 
allies,  and  leave  them  at  the  mercy  of  the 
French  army,  very  much  disconcerted  oar 
measures  here  for  a  short  time ;  but  on  June 
the  20th,  O.  S.  (No.  27,)  Mr.  St.  John  writes  to 
M.  de  Torcy,  "  That  the  accounts  from  the 
duke  of  Ormond  were  confondable  to  what  he 
had  sent,  which  gave  the  queen  a  sensible  <fi«- 
pleasure ;  but  as  her  majesty  had  taken  a  firm 
and  unalterable  resolution  not  to  yield  to  any 
difficulties,  he  doubts  not  to  succeed,  and  be- 
lieves M.  de  Torcy  will  be  convinced  of  thi$ 
truth  when  he  has  read  over  this  letter :  That 
he  had  just  then  told  the  ministers  of  those 
princes  who  have  troops  in  the  queen's  pay,  tbftt 
unless  they  obey  the  duke  of  Ormond's  orders, 
her  majesty  will  take  it  as  a  declaration  against 
her,  and  from  that  time  they  shall  not  be  paid : 
That  if  the  French  king  will  deliver  Dunkirk, 
the  duke  of  Ormond  shall  retire  with  the  £n^ 
lish  troops,  and  all  those  foreigners  that  will 
obey  him,  and  declare  the  queen  will  act  no 
longer  against  France,  nor  pay  those  that  will, 
and  will  make  no  difficulty  to  canclude  imme- 
diately a  &ej>arate  peace  with  France,  leaviog 
the  allies  a  time  wherein  they  may  have  liberty 
to  submit  to  such  conditions  as  shall  be  agre«ti 
upon  betwixt  the  queen  and  the  most  Christrau 
kmjg.  See,  sir,  the  peace  in  the  King's  hands: 
if  the  duke  of  Ormond!^  whole  araiy  cooseais  19 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


^Mvii] 


APPENDIX.— iVfjo/w^wii^/ar  Peace:  1715 


tbe  suspensipn ,  of  arms,  our  first  project  pro- 
ceeds; if  thej  will  not  consent,  tbe  English 
troops  wilt  witbdraw,  and  leave  the  foreigners 
to  seek  for  their  subsistence  from  the  States, 
who,  very  fiu*  from  being  able  to  furnish  new 
expences,  are  not  capable  to  support  what  the^ 
have  already  upon  their  hands.  In  short,  Bri- 
tain retiring  froun  the  theatre  of  tbe  war,  and 
leaving  it  to  those  ihat  are  in  no  condition  to 
make  head  against  France,  tlie  peace  may  be 
concluded  between  the  two  crowns  in  a  few 
weeks.  These,  sir,  are  the  propositions  which 
tbe  oueen  commands  roe  to  make,  and  believes 
the  king  of  France  will  find  his  account  at 
least  as  much  the  last  way  as  the  first.  He 
bnce  more  desires  him  to  send  an  etpress  to  the 
duke  of  Ormpnd,  that  he  may  knoi4'  how  to  re- 
eulate  his  conduct;  and  if  he  signifies  to  him 
Ui^t  the  king  has  given  orders  to  the  governor 
of  Dunkirk  to  admit  the  English,  lus  grace 
will  immediately  do  all  that  he  has  said.  He 
acquaints  him  /urtber^  That  the  oueen' was  re- 
solved to  seqd  tbe  earl  of  Strafford  immediately 
to  the  army. 

dn  the  same  day  Mr.  St.  John  sends  a  copy 
of  this  letter  to  the  duke  of  Ormond ;  and  to 
shew  his  own  opinion  of  this  extraordinary 
piece,  in  a  postscript,  he  says,  **  I  need  not 
caution  your  grace  tnat  the  inclosed  for  M.  de 
'Torcy  is  fit  to  Tall  under  the  eye  of  do  person 
whatsoever  but  your  grace.'' 

A^  fer  his  Instructions  at  this  critical  con- 
junciure,  they  ^re  such  as  her  majesty  thought 
deserved  sending  the  eafl  of  Stratford  on  pur- 
pose to  the  army ;  and  his  grace  is  ordered  to 
give  Mareschal  Villars  an  account  of  the  endea- 
vours the  queen  had  used  to  subdue  tbe  obsti- 
nacy of  those  who  refused  to  obey^  and  of  bis 
expectations  to  bear  from  him  on  an  expi^s 
sent  to  France ;  and  a  second  time,  according 
to  what  was  said  to  M .  de  Tofcy,  nis  grace  is 
ordered,  if  he  receives  an  account  from  the 
court  of  France  that  her  majesty^s  last  proposals 
are  agreed  to,  and  orders  dispatched  for  tbe 
surrender  of  Dunkirk,  without  any  more  to 
60f  to  declare  the  suspension  between  Great 
Britain  and  France,  and  to  keep  tbe  whole 
'  body  that  shall  obey  hit  orders  intire,  and  to 
withdraw  in  the  best  manner  his  circumstances 
will  allow. 

This  offer  was  no  sooner  received  in  France, 
but,'  without  the  loss  of  one  moment's  time  ac- 
cepted and  consented  to,  as  M.  de  Torcy  ac- 
^  quaints  Mr.  St.  John,  July  5th,  N.  S.  He  takes 
<:are  to  mention  very  particularly  all  the  rea- 
sons and  engagements  which  had  been  so 
'  plainly  and  explicitly  proposed ;  and  upon 
condition  that  the  queett  does  immediately 
make  a  separate  peace,  keep  no  measures  with 
lier  allies,  out  only  leave  them  a  time  to  sublmit 
to  the  conditions  that  shall  be  agreed  upon '  for 
them  between  Franee  and  England,  the  king  of 
France  hath  determined  to  send  bis  orders  to 
permit  the  Enelish  treops  to  enter  into  Dun- 
kirk ;  and  at  the  sam^  time  a  courier  was  dis- 
patched to  Mareschal  Villars  to  carry  him  these 
orders*    Aod  as  a  general  cessatioo  firom  all 
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hostilities,  both  by  land  and  s^,  ^between  tbe 
two  nations,  had  been  proposed  by  England 
till  their  treaties  could  be  finished,  the  king  of 
Finance  wiih  the  same  readiness  agrees  to  that. 

This  account  was  no  sooner  received  in  Eng^ 
land,  but  fresh  orders  are  sent  to  the  duke  of 
Ormond,  as  soon  as  he  shall  hear  that  tbe  go- 
vernor bad  received  orders  to  evacUate  Dan* 
kirk,  and  to  admit  the  queen's  troops  into  the 
place,  without  losing  a  moment,  if  he  hskd  ilot 
already  done  it,  to  declare  a iuspen^ioii  6f  arms.; 
and  to  withdraw  all  the  English  troops,  and  such 
others  as  would  obey  his  orders :  and  lest  any 
accident  might  stHI  obstruct  this  project,  his 
grace  by  Mi'.  St.  John  is  told,  he  must  ol>serve 
Chat  the  order  is  positive,  and  that  lio  case  can 
possibly  happen  in  whiclr  her  majesty  will  al> 
low  that  any  other  measure  should  be  taken ; 
and  Mr.  St.  John  j^  much  concerned,  that  the 
earl  of  Strafibrtt  will  arrive  at  the  army  lateir 
than  was  to  be  wi^hi^d,  firom  whom  his  grace 
was  to  receive  those  lights  and  informations  for 
his  guidance  in  this  nke  conjuncture,  that  fae'is 
amjply  instructed  to  give  him. 

On  tbe  ISth  July,  N.  S.  Lord  Strafford  ar- 
rit-es  in  the  camp ;  on  the  14th,'  Prince  Eugene 
sends  tbe  duke  of  Ormond  word  by  an  Aidde 
Camp,  That  his  intended  to  march  the'^neict 
morning,  ^ith  a  design;  as  wim -supposed,  tb 
attack  Landrecy.  The  duke  of  Ormond'  is 
much  surprised  at  the  message,  refuses 
to  march  with  him,  6r  to  ^ve  him  any 
assistance  from  the  qneen^  troops,  but  leu 
the  prince  know,  'that  when  he  marched,  Ms 
erace  shquld  be  obliged  tb  take  the  best  cafe 
he  could  for  the  security  of  Hie  queen's  Cro6p», 
and  to  change  hU  camp  in  order  to  it.' 

On  the  same  day  ftare<K:hal  Villars,  giving 
the  duke  of  Ormond  an  account  that  he  hafd 
sent  bjr  colonel  Uoyd  orders  for  the  delivery  if 
Dqnkirk,  sa^rs,  *'  Permit  me  sir,  to  hove  the 
honour  to  tell  you,  though  it  l>e  very  advanta- 
geous not  to  he  obliged  to  en^^e  the  bravest 
and  boldest  of  our  enemies,  yet  it  is  veiy  im- 
portant to  know  those  that  remain  so;  a/id  I 
take  the  liberty  td  d^re  voii  will  do  me'  tNe 
honour  to  send  me  word  what  troops  and  whAt 
generals  will  obey  your  orders,  because*  the 
fir&t  attempt  the  enemy  males,  I  will  not  lose 
one  moment  to  meet  them :  The  king  giVe^  me 
a  liberty  to  fight,'vhich  nothing  but  the  nego- 
tiation has  hitherto  prevented,  and  whieh'  the 
army  under  my  command  has  d  great  desire  to 
make  use  of.  I  think  the  work  is  finished,  if 
the  army  which  h  under  ^onr  orders  obeys 
them.  This,  then,  sir,  is  no  iddiscreet  curiosity, 
that  I  plresum^  to  desire  Vou'to  give  me  some 
lights  upon  the  doubts* which  I  am  in.  I  shall 
be  very  much  obliged  to  you,  sir,  if  by  the  He- 
turn  of  this  trumpet  you  will  honour  mt  With 
one  word  of  answer,  tpon  the  lights  whidf  I 
have  desired  of  you.  You  will  give  lue  leave  to 
Join  to  this  jpacqueC  a  letter  from  tnV  l<*d 
Sti afford.'*  On  the  15th  of  July,  the  duke'of . 
Orniend,  in  answer  to  this  letter,*  says,  ^I 
should  be  glad- 1  were  at  present  in  a  capadtj 
to  gire  you  all  the  insight  yoti^desire,  but  it  if 
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yet  impossible  for  me.  Notwithstanding  I  wta 
^unwilling  to  delay  sending  back  the  trumpet, 
to  let  you  know  I  am  well  assured  I  shall  be 
capable  of  telling  you  to-morrow,  particularly 
'what  troops  will  remain  under  my  cofhmand. 
As  to  the  suspension  of  arms,  you  already 
XDOw,  sir,  that  according  to  my  orders  I  can- 
not declare  it  in  form,  till  I  am  assured  the  go* 
Ttmor  of  Dunkirk  shall  have  executed  all  the 
king's  orders,  for  the  evacuation  of  the  place." 
His  grace  adds,  "  In  the  mean  time  you  will 
agree  with  me,  sir,  that  the  said  suspension  has 
•Ireatfy  its  effect  on  my  side,  since  I  have  just 
now  informed  prince.  £u);ene  and  the  States 
deputies,  that  in  case  they  should  undertake 
any  new  operation,  I  could  not  git e  them  any 
assistance  with  the  queen's  army." 

On  thet  16tb,  the  duke  of  Ormond  vv  rites 
again  to  Mareschal  Villars,  and  says,  **  Your 
trumpet  just  nOw  put  into  my  hands  the  honour 
of  your  letter  of  the  15th,  and  I  am  now  to  ac- 
quit Ayself  of  the  promise  I  made  you  yestei^ 
day.  Prince  Eugene  is  marched  this  ^morning, 
and  all  tlie  Foreign  troops  have  quitted  us,  ex- 
cept one  battalion  and  four  squadrons  of  IIol- 
Btein,  and  two  squadrons  of  Walef."  He  adds, 
**  Tlungs  having  passed  as  I  have  the  honour  to 
tell  you,  I  thought  myself  obliged  to  acquaint 
you  of  it  as  soon  as  possible,  and  as  I  observed 
CO  you  yesterday,  the  suspension  of  arms  has  al- 
ready its  effect  on  my  part,  by  the  separation 
I  have  made  of  the  queen's  troops,  and  all  her 
artillery,  fVoro  those  of  prince  Eugene ;  and  by 
hoy  declaring  to  him,  I  could  gi^e  him  no  as- 
sistance, and  that  the  payment  of  the  foreign 
troops  is  stopped ;  and  that  by  co'nsequence 
there  is  fallen  upon  the  emperor  and  Holland  a 
burthen  they  will  not  be  long  able  to  support : 
I  trust,  sir,  t6  your  good  faith,  and  shall  to- 
morrow make  a  movement  to  put  myself  into 
another  situation,  and  1  hope  I  shall  have  news 
from  Dunkirk,  that  will  authorize  me  to  de- 
clare the  suspension  of  arms. 

On  the  same  day  Mareschal  Villars  acquaints 
the  duke  of  Ormond,  that  the  governor  of  Dun- 
kirk was  making  the  necessary  preparations  to 
evacuate  that  place ;  he  tells  his  grace,  "  For 
mv  part,  sir,  as  I  already  reckon  you  for  our 
alnr,  I  am  not  at  all  in  hsste  to  have  you  further 
off;  you  are  at  your  own  liberty  to  come  near 
us,  and  encamp  on  the  king's  territories,  where- 
ever  you  shall  think  proper?'  Upon  this  the  duke 
of  Ormond  the  day  after  ordered  a  cessation  of 
arms  to  be  proclaimed  by  sound  of  trumpet.  - 

Had  the  first  design  taken  effect,  whieh  was 
depended  upon  by  France,  and  so  far  pre- 
sumed by  England  as  to  be  undertaken  for, 
that  all  the  foreigners  in  the  queen's  pay,  that 
composed  the  duke  of  Ormond's  army,  should 
separate  and  withdraw  from  the  rest  of  the 
alhes,  it  is  notorious,  that  from  that  instant 
prince  Eugene's  whole  army,  unlets  tliey  sub- 
mitted to  the  sfime  measures,  had  been  lefl  at 
the  mercy  of  the  French  army  to  he  cut  in 
pieces,  or  made  prisoners  at  the  will  of  Mares- 
chal Villars,  which  had  left  the  queen's  troops 
in  no  better  a  condition^  than  to  have  the  prif 


vilege  of  being  last  destroyed ;  yet  all  the  al- 
lies, whose  honour  and  conscience  would  not 
permit  them  to  abandon  their  confederates, 
and  leave  them  as  a  sacrifice  to  France,  were 
punished  by  England,  with  the  loss  of  tb^ir 
pay  and  subsidies,  which  was  all  that  was  in 
the  power  of  the  ministry  to  do,  to  shew  tbeir 
resentment  at  this  greiit  disappointa>eot  to 
the  measures  of  France. 

This  march  of  prince  Eagene  lord  Straffiird 
thought  might  be,  turned  upon  them;  and  be 
prevailed  with  the  duke  of  Ormond,  in  a  mes- 
sage to  prince  Eugene,  to  say,  "  His  marching 
without  concert  with  us,  and  all  the  queeo'i 
auxilfaries  marching  from  us,  exposed-  us  so, 
that  we  have  been  obliged  to  send  to  the  French 
to  declare  with  us  a  cessation  of  anus;  no- 
thing less  could  put  the  queen's  troops  ia 
safety;  for  though  matters  felt  oat  so  pat, 
without  this  ue  must  have  declared  tor  the  cc^ 
sation,  yet  why  should  we  not  turn  all  this  mat- 
ter upon  them  .^' 

The  Committee  had  not  thought  it  worth 
their  while  to  take  notice  of  such  ^an  idle  at- 
tempt to  impose  upon  the  senses  of  mankind, 
if  they  had  not  been  induced,  by  another  pas- 
s^ein  the  same  letter,  to  think  it  deserved  some 
observation  ;  where  lord  Strafford,  giving  an 
account  of  what  passed  upon  the  separaiioo, 
says,  ail  the  English  seem  rejoiced  to  march  off, 
being  weary  of  the  situation  they  were  in^  and 
the  reproaches  they  met  «4th  in  the  great 
army ;  There  are  two  or  three  ikces  very  sour  ; 
tliey  sigh  and  wish  the  Hanoverians  had  not 
separated  from  us,  but  I  shall  tell  them,  per- 
haps, it  may  be  better.  He  may  see  by  tbu 
time  the  wrong  advice  be  has  followed,  since 
all  must  lay  the  blame  of  the  separation  upoo 
him.  But  this  is  not  the  only  instance  of  the 
scorn  and  ^contempt  which  his  lordship  was 
ready  to  express  upon  the  like  occasions ;  for 
July  the  16th,  1712,  giving  an  account  of  a 
conversation  with  M.  Bealan,  the  ejector  of 
Hanover's  general,  wherein  his  lordship  de- 
clared, that  the  queen  had  yet  neither  made 
peace  nor  truce,  which  declaration  was  made 
near  a  month  aft^r  the  articles  for  a  suspension 
of  arms  were  sigued  ;  and  his. lordship  repre- 
senting the  great  danger  the  queen *s  troops 
were  exposed  to,  by  being  left  alone  in  their 
camp,  when  prince  Eugene  marched :  and 
M.  Bealau  replying,  in  case  of  any  attack  they 
had  been  sure  of  their  assistance  and  protec- 
tion, his  lordship  says,  **  My  answer  was  in  a 
diidainful  way.  It  would  be  a  very  odd  thing, 
when  an  elector  of  the  empire  should  besa^ 
cient  protection  to  Great  Britain :  and  De- 
cember the  14th,  1713,  lord  Strafford  in  his 
letter  to  Mr.  St.  John,  says,  count  Zinzeodorf 
owned,  it  was  impossitfle  to  carry  on  the  war 
alone,  Cbpecially  since  the  elector  of  Hanover, 
who  was  Jthe  greatest  hero  for  the  war,  has 
threatened  the  States  to  recall  his  troops,  if 
they  did  not  pay  him  the  queen's  iUiare  of  the 
subsidies  ; — In  short,  count  Zinzeodorf  himself 
coufd  not  but  l^ugb  at  the  ridiculoOs  way  of 
proceeding  of  that  couct.  , 
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The  vmies  being  now  separated,  and  the 
saspension  of  arms  declared,  your  Committee 
think  it*  necesiary  to  recapitulate,  in  what 
manner,. and  by  wbatstepi,  this  fatal  cessation 
was  procured. 

That  it  was  infinite  advantaj^e  and  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  the  affairs  of  France,  tmd 
therefore  insisted  on  by  France,  is  very  evi- 
dent ;  and  it  is  as  certain,  that  the  English 
ministry  gave  early  into  it,  if  they  were  not 
the  fir^t  advisers  of  it :  for  which  no  other  ac- 
count need  be  required,  but  that  as  all  their 
measures  tended  to  advance  the  interest  of 
the  queen's  enemies,  they  could  not  fail  to  be 
zealous  in  a  point  which  contrihuted  more 
to  those  views  than  any  one  occurrences  dur- 
ing the  whole  negotiation;  but  as  they  all 
along  wanted  appearances,  and  cdhsulted  them 
more  than  any  real  advantages  to  the  kingdom, 
they  thought  it  necessary  to  annex  some  con- 
ditions to  this  important  article,  that  mi^ht 
pass  upon  the  deluded  people  as  a  justification 
of  this  unprecedented  treachery. 

The  Demolition  of  Dunkirk  was  always  so 
popular  a  point,  that  nothing  could  strike  the 
imaginations  of  the  people  more,  than  to  be 
cold  that  this  important  place  was  delivered 
into  the  queen's  possession :  This  step,  they 
'thought,  well  improved,  would  recommend  the 
peace  itself,  at  leasujustify  the  cessation.  And 
as  the  nation  had  nothing  more  at  heart,  than 
she  disposition  of  the  Spanish  monarchy  after 
the  renunciation  had  been  indubtriou&Iy  cried 
up,  and  the  queen  had  declared  from  the  throne, 
that  France  and  Spain  were  thereby  more  ef- 
fectually divided  than  ever,  these  two  articles 
were  made  the  essential  conditions  of  granting 
a  cessation  of  arms:  For  the  latter,  France 
c;asily  consented  to  it,  having  declared  it  to  be 
null  and  void  by  the  fundamental  laws  of 
France :  For  the  first  it  is  evident  how  unwil- 
lingly France  was  brought  to  surrender  Dun- 
kirk, but  this  the  ministry  were  resolved  to  pur- 
chase at  any  rate,  as  what  would  most  easily 
atnuse,  and  sensibly  affect,  the  nation;  and 
therefore  to  obtain  this,  they  engaged  not  only 
to  grant  a  cessation  of  arms,  but  to  conclude  a 
separate  peace. 

The  prospect  of  concluding  a  separate  peace, 
and  the  obtaining  immediately  a  cessation  of 
arms,  which  answered  all  the  purposes  of 
France,  almost  as  well  as  a  separate  peace,  by 
leaving  the  whold  confederacy  in  their  power, 
and  at  their  mercy,  were  so  great  temptations, 
to  France,  that  the  surrender  of  Dunkirk  is 
agreed  to ;  but,  if  we  come  to  consider  what 
JSngland  gained  by  granting  this  fatal  cessation, 
ve  shall  find  the  demolition -of  Dunkirk  sup- 
plied by  a  new  canal  more  beneficial  to  France, 
and  formidable  to  the  navigation  of  Great 
Britain,  than  Dui)kirk  ever  was ;  and  for  the 
renunciation,  we  were  told  by  France,  we 
should  deceive  ourselves  if  we  accepted  it  as 
an  expedient  to  prevent  the  union  of  the  two 
monarchies. 

Your  Committee  cannot  close  their  Obser- 
vmtioos  upon  this  memorable  caoipaiga  of  17 1€, 


without  inserting  another  letter  thftt  was  wrote 
by  the  duke  of  Ormond  to  my  lord  Bohn broke. 
The  Dutch  it  seems,  encouraged  by  the  success 
of  their  enterprize  upon  fort  Knocque,  had 
formed  a*  design  for  surprising  Newport  or 
Fumes,  which  his  grace  having  intelligence  of 
thought  proper  to  write  the  fbliowing  letter, 
October  the  «1se,  1712,  to  my  lord  Bolinbroke, 

"  I .  take  this  opportunity  of  an  express 
which  brought  me  some  letters  this  morning 
from  Ostend,  and  is  returning  thither,  to  ac- 
quaint your  lordship  with  an  affair  which  has 
been  communicated  to  me  by  a  person  who  is 
very  well  inclined  to  her  majesty's  service; 
your  lordship  will  best  judge  of  the  importance 
of  it,  and  the  use  that  is  to  be  made  of  it, 
when  I  tell  you,  that  the  success  of  the  enter- 
prize upon  Knocque,  has  encouraged  the  form- 
ing a  project  for  surpnsing  Nieuport  or  Fumes^ 
and  that  the  fortifying  Dixmude,  is  made  use 
of  as  a  pretence  for  drawing  togettier  a  body  of 
troops  sufficient  to  put  the  design  in  execution ; 
if  it  be  thought  more  fbr  her  majesty's  service 
to  prevent  it,  I  am  humbly  of  opmion  some 
means  should  be  found  to  give  advice  of  it  to 
the  marshal  Villars,  who  may  possibly  think  we 
owe  him  that  good  office,  in  requital  of  some 
informations  your  lordship  know  she  has  eiven 
m(e,  with  a  design  to  serve  her  majesty  and  the 
nation:  lam  not  yet  at  liberty  to  acquaint 
your  lordship  with' the  name  of  my  author, 
who  desires  the  whole  matter  may  be  managed 
withthf  greatest  secrecy,  which  is  a  caution!  - 
know  I  need  only  mention  to  your  lordship. 

The  great  step  of  the  cessation  was  no 
sooner  taken,  the  suspension  declared,  and 
Dankirk  delivered  up,  but  M.  de  Torcy  calls 
upon  Mr.  St,  John,  to  perform  his  promise  of 
concluding  a  peace  between  France  and 
Great  Britain  in  a  few  weeks,  which  he  thinks 
can  meet  with  no  difficulties,  all  the  conditions 
of  peace  with  Eiieland  being  regulated,  i^nd 
the  intentions  of  the  king,  touching  the  gen^ 
ral  peace,  known  to,  and  he  thinks  he  may  say 
approved  by,  her  Britannic  majesty.  M.  de 
Torcy  then  proposed  the  method  of*^  regulating 
the  suspension  by  sea,  and  insisfi,  that  during 
the  suspension,  either  general  or  particular, 
the  transportation  of  neither  troops,  auimo- 
nition,  nor  previsions,  shall  be  allowed  into 
Portugal,  Catalonia,  or  any  other  place  where 
the  war  continues.  Pacquet  boats  between 
Dover  and  Calais  are  to  be  immediately  set- 
tled fbr  the  general  ease  of  correspondence  ; 
and  the  suspension  of  arms  to  be  published  in 
Portugal  and  Catalonia,  without  waiting  till  it 
shall  be  settled  at  Utrecht. 

All  these  proposals  from  France  are  very 
readily  assented  to  ;  and  Mr.  St.  John  thinks 
the  queen  in  a  condition  not  to  lose  ^  mo- 
ment's time  ia  concluding  with  the  ministers  of 
France,  the  convention  for  a  general suspeniion 
of  arms,  both  by  sea  and  land^  and  even  the 
treaty  of  peace  between  Great  Britain  and 
France. 

Mr.  St.  John  then  opens  to  him  the  roea- 
•nrM  that  bad  beei|^.^|^^  ^oerttd  for  the 
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duke  of  Savoj  ;  "  Of  all  the  alKes,''  mjs  be, 
*'  there  is  noue  whose  iotere&t  the  queen  has  so 
much  at  heart,  as  the  duke  of  Sa?oy's ;  He 
hopes  the  most  christiao  kiog  will  act  in  con- 
cert with  her  najesty,  and  omit  nothiiig  that 
mtij  engage  his  royal  highness  to  come  inlo 
all  our  measures,  and  that  may  protect  him 
firom  the  insults  of  the  imperialiscs  tor  so  doing; 
and  amonz  other  advantages  proposed  for  him, 
lie  lays  it  down  as  a  principle^  that  it  is  neither 
for  the  interest  of  Great  Britain  nor  Frauce, 
that  the  kingdom  of  Sicily  should  be  gifen  to 
the  house  of  Austria,  and  therefore  demands  it 
for  the  .duke  of  Savoy,  and  declares  the  queen 
will  not  desist  from  this  demand.'' 

This  concern  of  the  British  ministers  for  the 
doke  of  Savoy,  who  is  represented  as  the  ally 
whose  interest  the  queen  bath  most  at  heart, 
your  Committee  is  at  a  loss  to  account  for. 
The  French,  as  appears  by  a  letter  of  Ihe  bishop 
of  Bristol,  to  Mr.  St.  John,  of  the  26th  April 
17|8|  had  actually  offered  Sicily  to  the  empe- 
ror. The  duke  of  Savoy  himself  did  not  re- 
lish this  proposition,  as  appears  by  lord  Peter- 
borough's letter  to  Mr.  St.  John  of  the  34th 
Sept.  1712,  in  which  his  lordship  represents 
the  duke  of  Savoy,  expressing,  that  he  was  not 
«o  vainly  impatient  of  the  title  of  king,  as  to 
.lose  or  hazard  any  real  interest  for  an  empty 
•name :  but  that  he  thought  it  much  more  ex- 
traordinary, that  a  prince  beaten  ten  years  to- 
gether by  his  enemies,  sKouid  remain  at  last 
^ivith  the  prize  so  contended  for,  and  which  so 
often  by  parliament  bad  been  declared  the 
,j|ust  and  unavoidable  motive  of  the  war:  Again 
in  lord  Peterborough's  letter  of  Nov.  16th, 
1712,  to  Mr.  Sl  John,  be  affirmed,  that  no- 
thing can  represent  the  uneasiness  of  mind  of 
the  duke  of  Savoy,  afler  these  offers  had  been 
made  bim ;  To  calm  this  uneasiness,  and 
to  fix  hisroya|  highness  in  the  measures  of  the 
ministry,  it  was  neoessary  that  lord  Peterbo- 
lougb  should,  ia  a  memorial  given  to  him,  re- 
present;  that  his  royal  highness  in  refusing  these 
offers  must  fall  out  with  tlie  queen,  and  the 
£n^h  ministers,  whom  his  lordship  eiidea- 
Tours  to  excjttse  ^om  the  reproaches  cast  di- 
rectly upon  thpro,  as  if  they  were  persons  de^ 
voted  to  France.  That  for  the  support  of  what 
was  proposed,  a  sutBcient  fleet  should  be  fur- 
jaisfaed  either  by  England  or  France,  or  by 
both  powers  jointly  ;  and  that  his  royal  high- 
ness should'  be  guaranteed  and  protected 
-  against  anyjpower  that  should  oppose  this  pro- 
ject, or  should  insult  him  for  having  accepted 
the^  offers.  The  arsumeats  of  the  English 
ministers  did  at  lengUi  prevail  with  his  royal 
bighness;  and  if  tb^view  of  the  said  ministers 
was  effeciually  to  disable  the  emperor  from 
anpportinc  himself  against  France  after  our  se- 
p^ation,  by  forcing  mto  the  interest  of  France 
an  ally  so  considerable  as  the  duke  of  Savoy, 
it  must  be  confessed  these  measures  were  ex- 
tremely well  calculated  for  such  an  end ;  but  it 
does  not  appear  to  your  Committee  how  Eng- 
.land  came  to  be  so  nr  concerned  in  this  matter 
-«9  to  offep  .u»  fuanntee  for.  Sicilyi  whidi  na- 


turally must  have  engaged  us  in  a  war  against 
the  emperqr.  This  forwardness  of  the  miniurj 
in  offenng  to  make  EogUmd  guaranty  for  con- 
ditions advantageous  only  to  France,  aeems  tb^ 
more  extraordinary,  when  they  observe,  thac^ 
during  the  whole  course  of  this,  negotiation, 
they  find  no  endeavours  used  to  procure  a 
guarantee  of  our  confederates  to  secure  the 
protestan^  succession,  which  had  been  ad« 
dressed  for  by  both  Houses  of  Pariiamept ;  nor 
do  they  observe,  that  the  king  of  Sicily,  for 
whom  so  much  was  done,  was  ever  requested 
to  be  guarantee  for  the  said  succession. 

The  dreadful  consequences  of  the  separation 
of  the  armies  were  now  sensibly  felt  in  the  on- 
fortunate  action  at  Denain,  vrhere  M arescbai 
Villars  on  the  24th  of  July,  N.  S.  attacked  lord 
Albemarle's  camp,  which  he  forced,  took  bin 
prisoner,  and  entirely  defeated  all  tbe  troops 
under  his  command :  M.  de  Torcy  immediatdj 
sends  an  account  to  Mr.  St.  John  of  this  agree- 
able news,  and  says,  **  The  king  of  France  is 
persuaded,  that  the  advantage,  which  his  troops 
have  obtained,  will  pive  the  queen  so  much  the 
more  pleasure,  as  it  may  be  a  new  motive  to  < 
overcome  the  obstinacy  of  tbe  enemies  to 
peace." 

Ypur  Committee  could  not  with  patience 
read  a  letter  from  a  minister  of  France,  de- 
claring to  the  secretary  of  state  of  England, 
that  a  victory  obtained  by  the  queen's  enemies 
over  her  good  allies,  must  be  a  pleasure  or  sa- 
tisfaction to  her  majesty.  But  at  that  time 
the  French  thought  themselves  so  sure  of  tbe 
British  ministry,  that  they  depend  upon  their 
assistance  to  push  this  advantage  against  the 
coufederates  still  further ;  and  M.  de  Torcy 
says,  he  hopes  the  queen  will  effectuallv  bring 
them  to  reason,  in  agreeing  immediately  with 
the  kine,  the  last  measures  that  are  to  be  taken 
for  fioi^ing  this  work.  She  has  the  means  in 
her  own  hands,  if  she  will  make  use  of  Ghent 
and  Bruges,  which  her  troops  possess,  and  es- 
pecialljf  of  Ghent ;  for  it  depoids  upon  who- 
soever is  master  of  that  place,  to  make  all  the 
designs  of  the  enemy's  eenerals  miscarry^and 
to  give  law  to  the  Dutch. 

Neither  was  M.  de  Torcy  singular  in  his  opi- 
nion about  the  action  atDenam;  Mareschal 
V^illars  would  not  los&  a  moment  in  giving  tbe 
duke  of  Ormond  an  account  of  this  news :  he 
ascribes  the  victory  to  the  separation  of  tite 
brave  English,  and  insults  the  allies  as  common 
enemies,  that  must  now  be  sensible  what  wrong 
paeasures  they  bad  taken  :  in  this  manner,  and 
to  this  effect,  Mareschal  Villars  thinks  proper 
to  write  to  tiie  duke  of  Ormond ;  knd  at  tbe 
same  time  the  Mareschal  desires  his  grace  to 
transmit  this  account  to  the  French  plenipo- 
tentiaries at  Utrecht,  and  to  make  a  tix>ttsand 
OQmpliaients  from  him  to  loi*d  Strafford. 

And  that  there  might  be  n^  part  of  the  world 
where  it  was  lu  the  power  of  the  Englnth  mi- 
nistry to  a$sist  their  new  friends  the  French, 
at  the  expence  of  their  old  allies,  M.  de  Torcy 
further  proposes,  that  the  queen  should  pot  « 
atop  to  count  Staremb^^project9  in  Cataloamy 
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hy  sending  orders  to  her  troops  In  Temigona, 
not  to  let  the  Germans  into  that  place;  and 
liot  content  with  bdne  aided  and  assisted  all 
that  was  possible  by  land,  be  itirther  desires 
that  express  orders  might  be  Sent  ^nd  through 
France  as  the  shortest  way)  to  the  English  men 
of  war  ibat  were  then  crtiising  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean, to  suffer  the  French  ships,  that  were 
then  returning  from  the  Levant,  to  pass  un- 
molested ;  which  was  no  sooner  asked  than 
Complied  with. 

But  the  toking  possession  of  Ghent  and  Bm- , 
ges  was  not  only  the  desire  of  M.  de  Torcy, 
but  was  supported  by  the  advice  of  the  earl  of 
Strafford  ;  who  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  St.  John  of 
the  17th  of  July,  1712,  says,  "  I  am  for  having 
the  duke  ofOrmond  send  some  party  on  pur- 
pose to  march  through  some  of  their  towns, 
to  see  whether  or  no  they  would  refuse  them 
pB^age ;  if  they  did,  that  might  authorize  os 
tbe  more  to  do  a  thin^  very  agreeable  to  the 
queen's  troups,  and  what  I  believe  you  would  ap- 
prove of."  His  lordship  adds,  "  He  (meaning 
the  duke  ofOrmond)  is  very  hearty  in  every 
thing,  but  really  is  under  difficulties  with  those 
about  him ;  those  that  are  ^ble  are  not  yet  en- 
tirely to  be  relied  upon  ;  and  those  that  might 
be  trusted,  are  not  capable  of  giving  advice.^ 

An^  that  there  might  be  no  doubt  of  his 
lordship's  meaning  in  what  he  had  before  ad- 
vised, July  the  215t,  he  tells  Mr.  St.  John, 
^*  The  measures  I  mentioned  would  not  be  dis- 
agreeable to  you,  was  that  of  inarching  to 
Ghent,  which  we  have  now  so  well  executed 
that  we  are  within  two  days  march  of  it, 
and  the  English  are  intire  masters  of  the 
citadel,  as  likewise  of  all  the  ^ates  of  the 
town ;  and  have  orders  to  he  upon  their  guard, 
not  to  let  themselves  be  surprised  by  two  bat^ 
talions,  one  of  Dutch  and  one *of  Walloons  in 
the  town,  nor  any  troops  sent  from  any  other 
place.  This'  is  a  ^'otcp  de  parti  for  the  States 
who  did  not  expect  it,  else  tbey  would  not  have 
behaved  themselves  with  the  hauteur  they 
lately  did ;  the  thing  was  so  well  and  secretly 
managed,  that  all  preparations  were  made  to ' 
inarch  about  to  Warneton  between  Lisle  and 
Ipres,  to  have  Hved  upon  the  French  country 
and'till  we  had  marched  a  day's  march  on  this 
side  the  Scarp,  the  Dutch  and  tlteir  friends  did 
not  perceive  our  design,  which,  as  soon  as  they 
did,  their  surprise  and  uneasiness  were  equally 
great." 

The  duke  of  Ormond  having  given  an  ac- 
count of  his  marching  his  array  towards  Ghent, 
and  Bruges,  lord  Boliogbroke  commends  his 
conduct,  and  tells  him  the  methods  he  had 
pursued  were  so  well  adapted  to  the  present 
conjuncture  of  affairs,  that  they  answer  in 
every  point  what  they  would  have  wished : 
that  the  news  of  Dunkirk  could  not  have  been 
'  followed  by  any  more  agreeable,  than  that  of 
his  grace's  having  directed  his  march  towards 
Gh^nt. 

And  on  the  22d  of  July,  O.  S.  his  lordship 

tells  bis  grace.  That  taking  possession  of  Ghent 

'  and  Bruges  hstd  improved  her  majesty's  views^ 
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which  he  is  ordered  to  Bteure  in  the  best  man* 
nerhe  was  able,  and  doubts  not  but  itvriH 
have  a  good  effect  upon  the  conduct  of  tbe 
allies. 

On  the  17ih  of  July,  O.  S.  in  a  letter  to 
M.  de  Torcy,  lord  Bolingbroke  recapitafaites 
what  he  said  before  concerning  the  duke  of 
Savoy;  and  as  a  farther  motive  to  induce 
France  to  comply  with  his  demands,  be  repre- 
sents that  it  will  be  very  important  to  have  his 
concurrence  both  in  the  saspension  of  arms, 
and  the  tr^ty  of  peace,  which  in  all  uroba- 
bility  will  be  made  between  Britain,  France, 
and  Spain,  without  the  intervention  of  the 
other  allies  ;  and  that  Savoy's  declaring  for  us 
will  be  a  decisive  stroke^  and  tbe  more  neces* 
Aary  because  the  king  of  Prussia's  conduct  has 
not  aiTSwered  the  queen's  expectations. 

Before  this  letter  was  dispatched,  the  lord 
Bolingbroke  receives  M.  de  Torcy's  of  tbe  26th 
N.  S.  In  answer  to  whidi,  Joly  the  18th,  O.  §. 
he  insists  further  in  behalf  of  the  duke  of  Savoy, 
"  tells  him  with  great  aatisfection,  That  the 
dnke  ofOrmond  was  possessed  of  Ghent  and 
Bruges,  and  had  orders  to  be  opon  his  guard 
^nd  secure  those  posts ;  and  as  the  aneen  em- 
braced with  a  great  deal  of  satisfaction  every 
opportuni^  that  offered  to  do  the  king  a  plea«> 
sure,  positive  orders  are  sent  to  admiral  Jen- 
nings to  suffer  the  Ff-encfa  ships  coming  from 
the  Levant  to  pass  freely." 

It  is  almost  incredible  that  the  English  mi- 
nistry, however  determined  they  were  to  give  uD 
the  hononr  of  the  ^oeen,  and  interest  of  their 
country,  in  following  the  dictates  of  France 
should  venture  to  do  it  in  this  open  manner. 
All  thnt  had  been  hitherto  declared,  was  a 
suspension  of  arms  in  Flanders,  and  that  odr 
troops  were  to  act  no  longer  against  Franoe : 
but  here  by  the  advice  of  tbe  earl  of  Strafibrd 
at  the  desire  of  M.  de  Torcy,  they  are  to  keep 
possession  of  Ghent  and  Bruges,  in  order  to 
disappoint  the  designs  of  the  enemies  of  Franfce 
and  the  allies  of  the  queen ;  and  althouf^h  the 
suspension  of  arms  extended  as  yet  no  further 
than  to  the  two  armies  in  Flanders,  and  the 
general  suspension  by  sea  and  land  was  not 
signed  till  the  19th  of  August,  N.  S.  lord  Boling- 
broke, on  the  18th  of  July,  O.  S.  declares  he 
had  then  sent  very  positive  orders  to  the 
queen's  admiral  not  to  intercept  the  French 
fleet  coming  from'  the  Levant. 

These  constant  compliances  in  the  Bnglish 
ministry  encouraged  M.  de  Torcy  to  believe 
they  would  now  stick  lit  nothing  that  could  bo 
proposed.  He  presses  again  tbe  concluding  the 
separate  peace  between  England  and  France 
as  what  they  both  agreed  in  to  be  the  most 
effectual  way  to  make  the  rest  of  the  allies, 
comply*  He  desires  that  itie  troops  in  Flanders 
under  tbe  command  of  the  duke  ofOrmond, 
may  be  left  there  to  make  a  good  use  of  the 
towns  ln'hich  he  was  in  possession  of ;  but  as 
the  Icing  of  France  could  not  consent  to  the 
duke  ofSavoy's  having  Sicily,  except  the  elector 
of  Bavaria  has  also  the  Netherlands  besidea 
his  dectoratei  he  thinks*  the  Owen's  bovine^  a 
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good  army  ia  Flanden  under  the  commaDd  of 
tjif)  duke  of  Ormond,  majr  render  this  very 
practible ;  and  at  the  queen  has  done  a ,  great 
deal  for  her  own  ungrateful  allies^  it  will  be  for 
lier  gbry  now  to  contribute  to  Che  good  of  a 
princf  of  m  much'  merit  as  the  elector  of 
Bavaria,  whose  acknowledgments  will  be  equal 
to  the  benefits  he  shall  receive. 

But  this  would  not  pass  even  upon  the  mi- 
sistry  of  Great  Britain  :  the  giving  Flanders 
to  the  elector  of  Bavaria,  was  not  only  con- 
trary to  all  the  propositions  of  peace  that  had 
been  made  and  passed  between  England  and 
France,  but  was  what  would  absolutely  engage 
us  in  a  new  war  to  oblige  the  Imperialists  and 
Patch  to  agree  to  it ;  and  tliey  could  not  think 
it  for  the  honour  or  interest  of  the  queen  to 
to  make  war  upon  her  allies,  as  ungrateful  as 
they  had  been,  in  favour  of  the  elector  of  Ba- 
vaua ;  and  especially  considering,  ih^t  although 
we  could  secure  Ghent  and  Bruges  for  him,  the 
allies  had  yet  an  army  in  f  landers  so  considera- 
ble both  for  the  number  and  goodness  of  their 
troops,  that  they  were  able  to  defend  the  con- 
quest they  had  made.  And  to  give  him  Sicily, 
i¥hich  was  likewise  demanded,  lord  Boliogbroke 
hopes  it  will  not  be  insisted  on,  because  it 
might  be  the  occasion  of  continual  jealousies; 
it  might  in  particular  be  the  source  of  disputes 
^d  quarrels  betwixt  England  and  France, 
w^iose  strict  union  and  indissoluble  friendship 
were  the  points,  in  view  to  which  all  Qur  mea- 
s<ires  had  been  directed  for  so  long  a  time. 
The  queen's  ministers  think  when  the  king  of 
Jranoe  has  made  all  reasonable  efforts  for  liis 
allies,  he  must  do  something  fur  the  love  of 
peace,  and  that  a  particular  interest  should  yield 
to  the  general.  **  You  cannot,*'  says  my  lord 
Bolingbroke,  *'  but  feel  the  force  of  this  argu*- 
meut,  because  you  are  not  at  all  ignorant 
that  this  negociation  was  begnn  and  carried 
.on,  upon  a  supposition,  that  the  qaeen  must 
dSbist  from  many  conditions,  which  in  rigour 
she  was  obliged  to  procure  for  her  allies.-''  He 
very^  strongly  urges  the  necessity  of  con- 
cluding immediately  the  peace  between  Eng- 
land, France,  and  Spain  ;  hut  absolutely  in- 
sists upon  Sicily  for  the  duke  of  Savoy. 

But  although  this  negociation  was  carried  on 
upon  a  suuposition,  that  the  queen  was  todep^t 
from  several  things,  which  injustice  ought  to  huve 
been  procured  for  her  allies,  tlie  king  of  France 
thought  himself  tinder  no  such  obligation  ;  bis 
honour  to  an  ally,  whose  fidelity  ws^s  without 
reproach,  was  not  to  be  dispensed  with  ;  and 
.  therefore  to  satisfy  his  engagements  to  so  good 
.  an~  ally,  was  a  poiat  from  which  the  king  of 
France  would  never  depart.  But  to  shew  the 
king's  good  dispositions  to  the.  peace,  he  at 
last  consents  to  the  duke  of  Savoy's  having  Si- 
cily upon  certain  conditions ;  wherein  very 
ample  pro? ision  is  made  fop satisfaction  to  Uie 
elector  of  Bavaria  ;  and  one  express  condition 
.  is,  that  a  peace  be  concluded  between  England, 
.  France,  Spain,  and  Savoy. 

In  answer  to  this  letter,  lord  Bolingbroke  ac- 
quainti  M.  di  Torcyi  thftt  b«  had  r^ceiv«d  the 


queen's  orders  to  go  immediately  to  France, 
and  he  hoped,  under  the  auspices  of  the  abbot 
Gaultier,  in  a  weeks  time  to  salute  him  at  Fon- 
tainbleau. 

Whilst  these  great  points  v^ere  transacthig, 
and  carrying  on  directly  betwixt  France  aud 
England,  it  b  not  to  be  supposed,  that  any 
thing  very  n^aterial  passed  at  Utrecht^  some 
few  passages  «njy  concerning  such  cooamuni- 
cations  as  were  thought  necessary  to  be  made 
to  keep  up  tlie  form  qf  a  negociation,  may  not 
be  improperly  taken  notice  of. 

The  acivice  of  the  duke  of  Ormood's  orders 
to  engage  in  neither  siege  or  battle,  gave  great 
alarm  ;  the  States  desire  the  British  ministers 
to  give  them  some  satisfaction  concerning  a 
matter,  wherein  they  thought  religion,  liberty, 
and  all  that  is  valuable,  was  so  nearly  coocern- 
ed  :  to  which  they  could  obtain  nothing  but 
very  general  answers.  Upon  which  they  ex- 
pressing their  discontent  to  he  kept  iiitirely  in 
the  dark^  without  the  least  knowledge  of  what 
was  done,  or  intended  to  be  done,  the  bishop 
tdbk  that  opportunity  to  put  an  end  to  their 
curiosity,  by  executing  the  orders  before  men- 
tioned, that  the  queen  thought  herself  now 
under  no  obligations  whatsoever  to  the  States. 
-  This  declaration  is  grounded  upon  the  be- 
haviour of  the  States ;  but  it  must  be  remem- 
bered, that  this  order  is  dated  very  few  days 
aAer  the  orders  to  the  duke  of  Ormond  not  to 
engage  in  siege  or  battle.  !And  in  the  same 
letter  the  bishop  of  Bristol,  giving  an  account 
of  a  conference  between  his  lordship  and  Mr. 
Consbruck,  the  emperor's  minister,  the  bishop 
says,  he  was  .very  desirous  to  know,  and  J  was 
as  unable  to  inform  him,  of  the  particulars 
wherein  the  care  of  the  emperor's  interest  did 
consist. 

The  Dutch  did  likewise  send  an  expiess  to 
their  ministcfr  at  London,  with  a  long  and  most 
moving  letter  to  the  queeu,  to  femoostrate 
against  this  proceeding.  (No.  36.)  but  he  could 
obtain  no  answer  ut  aO  ;  Mr.  St;  John  thought, 
the  queen  intending  that  week  to  lay  before  the 
parliament  the  plan  of  the  peace,  the  proceed- 
ings of -the  two  Houses  on  tliat  occasion  would 
be  a  more  seasonable,  as  well  as  a  more  de- 
cisive answer  to  the  States,  thaa  any  be  could 
returj). 

The  queen  having  communicated  to  the  par- 
liament how  far  the  French  are  already  come, 
in  their  proposals  for  settling  a  general  peace, 
the  bishop  of  Bristol  is  directed  to  discourse 
with  the  ministers  of  the  several  allies,  as  soon 
as  possible,  agreeable  to  the  plan  contained 
in  ber  majesty's  speech  ;  but  before  his  lordship 
makes  this  step,  Mr.  St.  John  tells  him,  it  will 
be  proper  that  he  speaks  first  with  the  Frendi 
plenipotentiaries  upon  this  subject,  and  inquire 
of  them  whether  they  will  be  willing,  and  in 
what  manner  they  will  be  willing  to  give  this 
communication  to  the  allies :  but  the  bishop 
of  Bristol  gives  an  account  on  the  28th  of  June 
N.S.  that  the  French  plenipotentiaries  de- 
clared they  had  no  such  orders,  and  witboat 
them  they  could  not  do  it;  and  the  bi^op  find- 
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ing  it  fa{^^  ctf  tome  senrice,  iuhI  tli«t  it  was 
looked  uiK>n  at  the  Hague  as  a  step  that  ought 
facilitate  the  suspensioo  of  hostiliuek^  his  lord- 
ship did  affaio  press  the  French  ministers  to 
know,  whe^er  thej  were  willing  to  declare  in  4 
sol^mo  conference,  that   tlie  particulars  de- 
clared in  the  queen's  speech  are  the  king  their 
master^s  offers  to  the  allies,  and  that  he  will 
.^ke  them  good  in  the  negociatioo.      The 
•  inch  again  refused  to  niake  any  such  decla- 
'   .ion  ;  aud  in  this  opinion  they  persisted  even 
■    f-r  the  Dutch. ministers  consented  to  accept 
,  contents  of  lier  majesty's  speech  pro  'ma- 
d  tractamUi  if  the  French  would  at  the  same 
time  acknowledge  them  to  be  their  master's 
offers,  and  negociate  upon  them  iu  order  to 
make  them  good.    But  the  French  plenipoten- 
'  iries  irere  so  Air  from  agreeing  to  this,  that 
.  ?y  deoianded  of  our  ministers  to  know  the 
'^een's  mind  upon  the  several  parts  of  the  last 
.  "leral  plan  brought  over  by  M.  Gaultier,  and 
^ich  are  not  explained  in  her  majesty's  speech ; 
'ing  their  king  expected  it :  and  they  do  not 
Jcnow  how  to  proceed  till  thoee  points  be  stat- 
ed :    and  the  utmost  they .  were  to  be  brought 
to,  was,  diat  it  was  not  to  be  understood  to 
exclude  their  master  from  making  some  de- 
mands for  the  elector  of  Bavaria,  and  that  Lisle 
was  to  be  restored  over  and  above  t|ie  two  or 
three   places  excepted  in  the  queen's  speech. 
These  passages  are  here  mentioned  as  falling  in, 
ip point  of  time,  but  will  be  more  properly  coor 
sioered  afterwards. 

At  the  same  time  that  Mr.  St  John  com- 
municated the  queen's  speech  to  the  bishop  of 
Bristol,  he  orders  him  to  let  the  Dutch  ministers 
knov^y  that  the  queen  thinks  a  suspension  of 
arms,  at  least  in  the  Netherlands,  tu  be  abso- 
lutely necessary.,  And  here  your  Committee 
must  observe,  that  these  orders  to  propose  to 
the  States  a  suspension,  are  dated  June  11th 
0.  S.  which  was  the  very  day  the  articles  for  a 
suspension  were  signed  by  M.  de  Torcy,  and 
had  been  signed  by  lord  Boliogbroke  hvt  days 
be&re. 

In  several  letters  that  followed  from  the 
bishop  of  Bristol,  be  gives  an  account  of  the 
general  dissatisfaction  of  all  the  allies,  and  the 
inexpreesible  consternation  they  were  all  in, 
that  they  represented  our  proceedings  as  the 
unavoidable  ruin  of  Europe :  religion,  liberty, 
the  faith  of  treaties,  are  urged  to  shew  the  enor- 
mity of  our  usage  :  his  lordship  does  not  know 
what  he  may  expect  from  the  unm^surable 
rage  of  the  people,  nor  where  it  will  end ; 
that  the  Dutch  seem  to  be  uneasy  on  no  ac- 
C<)unt  so  much,  as  that  tliey  cannot  come  to 
the  knowledge  of  what  is  to  be  their  lot :  tbeiir 
concern  is  chiefly,  that  they  cannot  know  the 
particulars  of  what  is  designed  for  them,  es-^ 
pecially  what  species  are  to  be  excepted  out 
of  the  Tariff  of  1664,  and  what  towns  out  of 
the  Barrier.  On  which  occasion  the  bbhop  of 
Bristol  did,  as  widi  thc^  greatest  truth,  assure 
them,  that  he  knew  nothing  either  of  the  one, 
or  the  other. 
J3at  the  reception  that  thesi  mrcMntationt 
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met  seems  to  your  committee  as  imaciDomitablo 
as  any  thing  that  happened  :  Mr.  St.  John^ 
June  SOth,,0.  S.  says,  *<  They  are  not  surprised 
at  the  clamocuv  and  rage  of  the  Dutch,  whicli 
they  foresaw  and  were  prepared  for:  it  it 
certain  we  run  great  hazards,  but  it  is  a# 
certain  their  unaccountable  foll;^  is  the  occasiois 
of  it ;  he  cannot  imagine  the  mshop  should  be 
in  any  danger  i  his  character  is  sacred  in  a  dou« 
ble  manner :  and  besides  I  have  reason  to 
think,  that  thoush  they  kick  and  flounce  like 
wild  beasts  caught  in  a  toil,  yet  the  cords  are 
too  strong  for  them  to  break ;  they  vriU  soon 
tire  with  struggling,  and  when  they  are  tired 
groit  tame.'' 

This  ir  the  treatment  and.  language  t?hicfc  th« 
queen's  secretary  thinks  fit  to  bestow  upon  her 
allies ;  Their  desiring  to  have  sonie  satisfaction 
in  what  most  nearly  concerned  them  is  called 
an  unaccountable  folly,  that  had  drawn  all  these 
mischiefs  upon  them  ;  and  if  any  resentment 
is  shown,  tney  are  wild  beasts ;  but  the  cords 
of  the  toils  which>  Finland  and  France  had 
caught  them  in,  were  too  strong  for  them  to 
break.  But  lord  Strafford  is  not  content  with 
hard  words  only,  he  is  glad  that  orders  were 
given  to  stop  thepay  of  theforei|ners,  of  which 
they  complain  horribly,  but  it  will  make  them 
humble  and  sharp :  handling  does  better  with 
these  people,  than  the  best  words. 

On  the  84th  of  June,  O.  S.  Mr.  St.  John 
writes  a  long  letter  to  lord  privy  sea),  and  io« 
structs  him  to  lay  the  intire  blame  of  all  that 
has  happened,  upon  the  Dutch ;  and  that  the 
want  of  concert  is  only  to  be  imputed  to  these 
who  are  at  tlie  head  of  affairs  in  Holland  ; 
however  that  her  maiesty  is  still  ready,  for  their 
sakes,  and  for  the  sake  of  the  common  interest 
of  £uiope,  to  forget  all  that  is  past,  and  to  join 
with  them  in  the  strictest  terms  oS  amity  and 
confidence.  This  farce  was  still  to  be  carried 
00  in  Holland,  and  these  professions  made  in 
the  name  of  the  queen,  when  it  is  notorious, 
that  four  days  before,  on  June  the  SOtb,  O.  S« 
]\^r.  St.  John  had  in  the  strongest  terms  pro* 
mised  in  the  queen's  name  to  M.  de  Torcy,  to 
conclude  a  separate  peace  with  Franee  on 
condition  Dunkirk  was  delivered  to  the  £og» 
lish ;  and  that  this  dff^  of  a  separate  peace 
made  by  England,  arose  from  the  French's 
refusing  to  deliver  Dmikirkupon  the  condi« 
tions  first  agreed  upon,  althou^  at  the  same 
time  the  queen's  plenipotentiaries  are  directed 
in  a  most  public  manner  to  lay  the  blame  of 
all  our  measures  at  the  door  of  the  States  Oe« 
neral. 

But  whatever  measures  were  carrying  en 
elsewhere,  and  although  in  all  the  letters  that 
passed  upon  that  subject  between  lord  Boling* 
broke  and  M.  de  Torcy,  the  concluding  a  se« 
parate  peace  is  treated  as  a  thing  settled  on 
both  sides;  the  plenipotentiaries  at  Utrecht 
are  ordered  to  proceed  upon  another  foot;  and 
in  a  letter  from  lord  Bolin^broke  of  July  the 
16tb,  O.  S.  to  the  plenipotentiaries  jointly,  upon 
a  supposition,  that  lord  Strafford  was  then  got 
back  again  to  Utrecht,  they  are  ordcaredte 
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iMte  no  daw  hi  Mtdtag  tl»  ooavvbtiMi  for  n 
niipention  of  armt  between  Gwat  Brium  and 
rrttooe,  both  km  tern  and  land,  aad  mImo  tbaft  k 
Wou^t  to  ^r&etion,  t»  call  upoa  the  alliet  to 
enter  a|^n  upon  the  negodatioos  od  tbe 
foundation  of  tbe  plan  laid  ctowa  in  tbe  qeeen's 
•peeeh  ;  and  it  b  dptired  their  lordsfaim  will 
appear  ftolicitout  in  this  matter,  and  mtx  to 
be  the  ajEgrewort,  and  to  press  tbe  alliai  to  fif« 
in  oateieorioal  answers.  By  this  meaaa  tbe 
•egodaiioiis  were  seeninKly  set  on  foot  again  $ 
and  whether  the  allies  did  or  did  not  comply, 
Ottr  ministry  were  ready  to  make  tbeir  use  of  it 
ekher  way :  if  they  did  comply,  tbe  scandal  of 
a  separate  peace  would  be  avoided ;  If  th^^y  did 
smt,'  thei^buDO  was  to  ht  tmpuMd  to  their  oh- 
•tiaaoy. 

Tb«  treaty  being  left  upon  tbit  foot  at  Utrecbt 
with  a  aoa^ihility  of  being  carried  on  or  dropt, 
as  should  be  found  cenvenient ;  and  the  king  of 
franca  faaring ,  as  was  before  observed  by  M. 
de  Torcy's  letter  of  Aogost  the  4tb,  N.  S. 
consented  to  the  demands  made  by  finglarnd  on 
Whalf  of  ibe  duke  of  Siivoy,  bat  among  others 
opoo  these  two  express  .conditions,  than  a  so9> 
pension  of  arms  both  by 'sea  and  land  be  imme- 
diately granted,  and  that  a  separate  peace  he* 
twcen  England,  France,  Spain,  and  Savoy,  be 
Ibrthwith  oondaded,  ic  is  thought  proper  and 
necessanr,  that  lord  Bolingbroke  should  eo  htm<^ 
•elflo  Aance,  finally  to  aiijust  and  settle  the 
great  points  in  dispute. 

His  powers  and  instructions  are  heretinto 
uneacb.  No.  35. 

41ie  substance  of  his  insiractions  wv9  in  ibort 
lo  remove  all  difficulties  and  differences  that 
might  obstmot  the  general  sotpension  of  arms 
between  England  and  France  from  taking  place, 
or  settling  tbe  tresky  of  peaoe  in  such  a  course, 
as  may  bring  it  to  a  happy  and  speedy  condu- 
•ion.  Bot  to  declare,  that  be  does  not  imi^e 
there  will  be  any  possibility  to  prevaO  with  the 
qneen  to  sign  the  peace  wi&  Francs  and  Spain, 
unless  lull  satisfaction  be  given  to  his  royal 
highweis  tbe  duke  of  Savoy,  a^d  unless  they 
can  tdce  htm  Along  with  them  in  Uie  doing 
thereof.  He  is-  therefore  to  tkke  particnlar 
care  to  settte  bis  barrisr,  and  to  j^irocure  Sicily 
Sox  bim ;  to  settle  the  renuncktion  in  tnich  a 
manner,  that  there  may  be  as  little  room  teft 
as  possible  for  dispute  or  delay ;  that  the  (lector 
•f  Bavttfia  may  have  Sardinin,  and  be  restored 
to  tis  dominkms  in  the  empire,  etcept  the 
Upper  Paladnate  and  the  first  electorate  ;  and 
wbrn  be  has  bad  satisfactioa  m  tfaese  poiots, 
he  is  to  proceed  to  speak  to  such  articles  as  re- 
late particntariy  to  tbeintenest  of  Great  Britain, 
and  eadeavbur  to  ha.v^  sach  of  them,  as  there 
may  appear  to  be  any  doabt  conoemii^  er- 
>plmnedm  thetnost  adv:tntageous  manner.  And 
Iben  h^  is  to  da  bis  best  to  discover  upon  the 
several  parts  of  the  general  pbtu  of  p^ace,  what 
tbe  real  ultimatum  'of  France  may  be  ;  and 
wHen  the' peace  betweeo  £n^and  and  France 
■ball  tMTsigned,  that  it  may  be  e^epedieot  to  fix 
the^allies  a  time  to  come  in;  wherein  the  queen 
^wiUmtbergoodoftcesy  batvillnot  be  under 


my  oUigatioii  lo  impose  «pott  Ae 
scheme  ofltted  hj  Frattoe,  or  t» 
ftom  obtainiag  ^wlter  termi 

By  theso  instractiovs  it  s^ypeocB, 
fioliogbroke  was  impowered  to  conctade  as(« 
parate  pence  with  England,  Fknaoe,  Spain,  aii 
Savtiy ;  that  at  this  time  tbcf«  was  sense  daobt 
concemiig  seveial  Articles  rehitias  to  ibe  pait» 
ticujar  interests  of  Sreat  Britain,  wkicb  4)0  wi^ 
to  endeawHirto  ^t  explained  ;  bot  so  inStrie^ 
tion,  if  his  endeavours  prove  ineffcctanl  ia  bs^ 
half  of  Great  Britain,  not  to  cooclode  dtf 
'  ,  Which  in  these  -very  instmctiom  is  cs* 
f  provided  for  in  favomr  of -Swroj,  nnd  be 
i|}  is  ordered  to  do  bis  beat  t^  discotrf 
tbe  nltimatum  of  France,  which  fastlherto  i| 
seems  tbe  ministry  were  ignorant  of ;  bot  wbc^ 
tber  France  condesc^ded  so  fiu*  or  not,  as  tf 
^  his  lordsUp  into  the  secret,  onr  treaty  wat 
to  be  concluded ;  and  tbe  ministry  seem  ts 
think,  they  had  sufficiently  dischnrged  thdr 
doty,  in  declining  to  be  engaged  to  tmpoae 
what  terms  France  should  think  proper  opot 
the  alhes,  tbo^  allies  to  whom  tbe  queen  wss 
bound,  by  the  ftiith  of  treaties,  nnd  all  the 
most  solemn  engagemems  and  public  decla- 
rations', to  procure  uU  just  and  reasonable 
satisfaction,  according  to  their  several  aJUaaceai 
But  now  it  seems  sufficient  that  we  did  not 
debar  them  from  the  liberty  of  endeavDuring  to 
obtain  still  better  terms  for  themselves. 

.  With  these  iustmctions  lord  Bolingbrofce 
goes  to  France,  and  for  his  proceedings  the 
Committee  refers  to  hb  lordship's  own  ncoomt 
m  bis  letter  to  the  earl  of  Daitmontb,  Aogost 
22nd,N.  S.  1712, <No.  37 .N and  witbcot  enter- 
ing at  present  into  any  further  particnlara,  the 
convention  for  a  gdfkend  suspension  of  arms 
between  Greiit  Brtuin  and  France  for  four 
months  'wer6  signed  at  Parts  by  lord  BoHng* 
broke  and  M.  ileTorcy,  Aog«st$9od,  nTs. 
1712,  ashb  lordship  says,  but  dated  Aomit 
19th,  N.S.(No.59.) 

France  was  now  become  iotire  nsnster  of  al 
future  negociations,  and  did  not  fail  to  m«ke 
ose  of  th^  power  that  was  put  into  their  bands ; 
an  early  mstance  will  be  seen  of  this  in  the 
affair  of  ^IVmmay :  Bot  being  now  come  back 
to  Utrecht,  it  will  be  necessary  to  mention  aa 
incident  that  happened  there,  the  dispute  be^ 
tween  connt  Rechteren  and  M.  Mesnager; 
which  is  taken  notice  of  only  «s  a  pretence  that 
was  made  use  of  by  the  French,  to  keep  tbe 
negodation  in  suspense  as  long  as  it  served 
their  purpose  ;  and  in  this  England  concorrec^ 
as  will  appear  afterwards. 

On  the  30th  of  August  the  Britisb  ptenipo- 
tentiaries  tiC4|uaint  lord  Bolingbroke,  tbatyin 
some  discourse  with  tbe  ministers  of  the  affies, 
they  had  carried  matten  so  far  as  to  tdl  diem, 
that  though  her  miyesty  will  endeavour  to 
promote  their  interest  in  a  peace,  and  obtain 
for  them  tbe  best  terms  that  shall  be  poa^ila  ; 
yet  if  those  endeavonia  should  not  procure 
more  than  the  eonteots  of  her  majesty's  speedy 
or  even  in  some  decree  UM  short  of  that  pbuH 
thefiultwilihe  rattreiy  tfaeirsy  who  have  t^ft- 
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toed  tbiogs  diffioMlt  and  ODCfrtam,  whkll 
oU^er^ifQ  would  tia? e  bctm  cimj  and  {>ractica> 
ble;  And  baiiiig  tbiis  far  conpited  with  tbair 
We  ontos  to  lay  ail  tba  blaiae  upoq  Uie  alliea^ 
tb^  iiiribar  infona  his  lordship,  thafc  tbey  had 
Iiowever  obtained  ibe  coaseat  of  the  miniftocs 
of  the  aUieft  to  come  to  a  conference  with  those 
of  Francev  in  order  to  renew  the  negQciations ; 
The  time  to  be  fixed  between  the  British  and 
French  plenipotentiaries;  who,  meeting  to 
haire  some  disoOaree  previous  to  the  general 
oonfiyences,  parted  without  coming  to  any 
eondusioo. 

The  occasion  of  their  difference,  that  pre* 
Teated  renewing  the  conferences,  arose  oppn 
aroposals  made  07  the  fifitisb  ministers  in  re- 
kiien  to  Toomaj.  Their  lordships  in  their 
Letter  of  the  2d  of  September,  N^  S*  to  lord 
Mingbroke  state  the  casein  this  manner. 

In  her  majesty's  speech  it  is  ejcpressed,  Thst 
the  Datcb  are  to  have  the  intire  barrier,  as  de- 
nanded  in  1709>  except  two  or  three  plaocft  at 
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-  The  Fiiench  ministers  insist,  tliat  they  must 
have. Lisle  as  ^n  equivalent  ibr  Dunkirk,  and 
that  the  same  is  not  to  be  understood  as.one  oi 
the  three,  places  mentioned  in  the  speech,  and 
eoasequently  that  they  must,  in  all,  have- four 
of  the  phu:es  mentioned  in.the  demands  of  1200, 

This  to  us  appears  to  be  alcogjether  inoon- 
ibt«nt  with  what  her  majesty  has  declared ; 
tod  we  accordingly  think  it  oontrarr  to  our 
ilttty  to  bring  on  a  conference,  in  which  such  an 
tziiication  is  to  be  made.  ,. 

.  The  French  ministers  on  the  other  Jmnd  have 
shewed  ns  their  orders,  which  positively  require 
them  to  in«st  upon  the  resdtotioo  of  Tonmay, 
as  well  as  Lisle;  and  that  they  can  hj  no 
neans  consent  to  die  cession  of  Maubeoge  or 
Gond6. 

The  British  ministers  then  pressed  the  French 
tb  speak  afe  first  in  terras  as  general,  as  their 
proposal  wnas  conceived  in ;  liut  the  French 
thought^  it  necessary  to  be  particttlar  and  ^- 
prtss  in  that  point  above  all  others^  becwise 
tbev  shall  otherwise  have  tied  themselves  up, 
siKi|i?eo  the  Dutch  an  advantage. 

The  result  of  this  debate  was  not  to  pi^ceed 
to  a  oonferenoe  till  this  point  be  determined ; 
the  Freooh.  insisting,  that  their  ordere  were  .so 
plain  as  neither  to  need  or  admit  any  ezplica-. 
tioo,  and  the  Brituh  ministera  thinking  the 
mstter  a»  plain  00  their  side.  i        . 

They*  hope  their  zeal  fbr  herroa^es^s  bonoor 
^  be  graciously  approved,  and  d^re.  to  be 
<lirected  what  further  they  are  to  do  in  this 
Wter,  which  they  apprehend  to  be  of  a  deci- 
>iv6  cooeequenoe,  because  they  frad  even  tbuee 
suoogthe  Dutch,  who. appear  to  be  most  oor^ 
*dtaUy  disposed  to  such  a  peace,  aa  may  re^ 
<>it«blish  rgood  harmony  between  her  majesty 
M the-states^  asabsolotely  nec:eesary  fbrtheu' 
ii^MMi  preserratioo;  folly  resolved^  either  to 
'vtui  Tonmay  and  have  Cend^  yiehled  ttf 
^^t  or  to  take  cpie  ofV  tbeie  two  councsi 
*frr  to  qeme  into  any  termt  that  France 
*^ov^.eoMimie'ib6*w«rnt«lMMMdH     f 


In  th^  same  letn^r  our.  plenipoteotiariee  give 
an  account,  that,  th^  French  nuaisiers,  by  an 
ocd^  from  their  master,  did  insist,  tliat  the 
States  GeMerai  should  in  a  public  manoei*  disa« 
itow  count  Bechteren  for  the  atlVunt  done  to 
JV)t.  Mesnag^r,  apd  then  ren^ove  hio^  from  the 
congress,  and  this  satisfaction  (o  precede  any 
further  negotiation. 

Th^  language  which  our  plenipotentiaries 
had  used  to  the  allies  is*  very  much  approved 
by  lord  Boliogbroke,  who  says,  they  had  sppke 
the  sentimenU  of  the  queeu's  heart  in  wb^ 
they  declared  the  30th  of  i^ugust,  N.  S.  and 
that  if  the  alliea  did  fail  short  of  tl)e  plan  laid 
down  in  the  queepts  speech,  the  iault  was  in* 
tirely  their  own.  His  lordship  says,  Sure  it  i% 
that  this  nUn  was  nothing  more  than  the  ultir 
matum  of  what  France  wpuld  ofier;  but  he 
wished  that  the  imperial  and  Duuh  policy  had 
not.  rendered  it  the  altjunatum  of  what  ^r^ce 
will  grant.  The  same  genera)  reflection  may 
be  applied  to  the  particular  case  n^^ioned  in 
yoor  lordship's  last  lettec  Fran^  would  hav« 
yielded.  Toumay,  though  mucb  agaidst  the 
graio.  If  France  has  now  any  advaatage,.and 
refuses  ^atly  to  yield  what  she  only  begged  tp 
have  restored,  the  fault  is  Entirely  theirs^  < 

But^the  dispatc^of  the  pleiiipptentiaries.of 
the  2d  of  September,  relating  to  Tournay,  hav<- 
ing  not  yet  been  considered  by  the  lorda  of  the 
council,  his  lordship  could  not  give  any  positive 
instructions  about  it  -till  the  next  opportunity* 
but  in  the  mean  time  recommends  jto  them  two 
QQ08idem^on&;  that  the  keeping  of  ^e  Outcjl 
in  hopes  of  her  m^esty's  good  ofl&oes,  wiU  pr^^ 
vent. them  front  twng  any  despecatjp  resolu* 
tion ;  and  the  French  insisting  to  haye  coupi 
Bechjieren  disavowed  before  any  further  tce^y* 
will  put  off  for  eome  time  the  decision  of  thet 
great  point. 

Lord  Straffi>rd  in  the  mean  time,  by  his  lesr 
t#rs  of  the  Idth  and  16th  of  Septembeiv  N^  S» 
represented  the  States  as  mightily  sw  wi(b 
their  misfortunes,  and  not  knowing  W€dl  whal 
measures  to  tfike;  but  that  they  insisted  upon 
Toumi^,  as  so  essential  to  their,  bfuriery  that 
thfi;y  actually  had  pone  without  it;  and  his 
lordship  is  so  much  of  iha(  opinion,  that  ,1m 
wishes  they  might  have  Toumfty,  tboogh^.tbfy 
were  forced  to  truck  Ipres  for  it ;  that  jf  m 
could  positively  .assure  them  tbey  should  haw 
Toumay,  he  believed  ibev  jwould  sith^  (o  tins 
plan  of  the  queet^'s  speech. 

This  opinion  of  his  lordship's  is  jnot-iK^ 
easily  to  be  reconciled  to  what  he  aflerwardf 
wrote  to  Mr.  Prior,  upon. this  sut^fpt,  October 
the  4th,  1713;  **  If  we  bad  at  mipd  tg  hiv« 
Nick.  Fcog^sign  with  .ut,  we  might;  for  he  if 
ready  to  do  it  for  Xoucnay  ;  which,  if  we  Mgn 
together,  we  cannot  well refuae  him :  hut  f  ex- 
pect you  will  out  that  jnatcer  short;  Hpd  1  loAg 
tohear  fhisayou."  •        ,  ^ 

But  this  a&ir  of  Xournay  waa  not  en  soon 
settled,  here^  although,  the  difficulty  does  not 
aeemxo.be,  whether  the  French  or  Dutch  were 
to  have  i^  but  in  what  manner  it  was  to  he 
praound  lor  JE^mofv  vuhott^  %  ffiMiii»t  ^/^ 
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timdictiofrto  what  wat  stid  by  the  qoeen  in  ber 
•pcecb  concerning  tbe  barrier. 

Lord  fiolingbfoke^  Sept;  lOcb,  O.  S.  writes 
three  ^ettert  upon  this  subject  co  M.  de  Torcj, 
Id  Mr.  Prior,  and  to  the  plenipotentiaries, 
which  being  upon  an  a£Eair  of  this  nicety,  are 
all  annexed,  (No*  33, 3^  31.) 

In  the  letter  to  M.  de  Toroy,  **  Lord  B«>lRig- 
¥roke  deiifes  him  ta  remember  the  proposiuuu 
which  was  often  laid  down  by  him  when  in  ^ 
France^  and  insisted  upon  as  a  fundamental  in 
all  their  foture  proceedings  npoe  the  gederal 
peace;  that  the  conduct  of  the  queen,  in  re- 
gard to  the  iaceretu  of  her  aUiei,  was  in  a  great 
neasore  determined  by  their  bebavionr ;  that 
the  f  iolent  measarea,  which  they  had  taken  to 
obatract  the  peace,  had  pat  the  qoaen  in  a  con- 
ditioa  to  make  her  peace  without  waiting  for 
their  coacwrrMce,  in  which  case  the  queen 
would  deelare  that  she  had  signed  the  treaty 
with  franco  and  Spain,  and  would  propose  the 
piin  broNBfbt  over  by  Abbot  Oaultier,  and  deli- 
▼ered  the  Ii9th  of  April,  1711,  for  the  allies  to 
treat  n^ny  nod  could  do  no  more  than  by  her 
good  offices,  as  a  common  friend  to  both  parties. 
But  itt  case  tbe  Dutch  in  particttlar,  or  the 
other  allies,  should,  before  tbe  conclusion  of 
her  peace  with  Franoev  enter  into  concert  %tith 
ber  majesty,  we  shoold  have  more  measares  to 
keep  with  them ;  the  compkssion  of  oar  people 
would  be  moTcd  in  their  behalf,  and  the  queen's 
taunisters  be  obliged  to  make  some  steps,  which 
otherwise  they  would  absolotely  refuse  to  do. 
Upon  this  fonndation,  says  lord  Bolingbroke, 
4ie  king's  n^inisters  seem  to  exact  something 
^nore,  when  they  insist  tlie queen's. ministers 
ahould  pfopoee  the  holding  a  conference,  in 
whieh  the  first  prp^MMition  started  would  appear 
in  some  qieasure  contrary  to  what  the  quee6 
laid  in  her  speech,  touching  the  barrier  of  tbe 
States*  .Tl)#  point  in  dispute  between  your 
plenipotentiaries  and  ours  is  not  to  know,  whe- 
ther Tournay  shaM  be  restored  to  the  king,  or 
not.  For  to  obtain  that  place,  it  is  not  neces- 
sary that  yoQ  shoold  bedn  by  making  this  spe- 
cific declaration  ;  bat  the  question  is,  whether 
fhe  qoe^n  ought  formally,  and  at  present,  to 
declare  that  Tournay  shall  be  restored  to 
France?  Which  would  be  to  consent  to  the 
explanation  which  your  ministers  give  to  this 
article  of  the  queen's  spee^  He  then  says, ' 
not  to  swell  my  letter  too  mooh,  which  may  al- 
ready seem  tedjons,  i  refer  myself  to  wbfu-ltflt 
Prior  shall  have  the  hooonr  to  explain  to>  yon 
upon  this  point;  and  I  shall  content  myself 
with  saying  that  as  it  is  not  difikolt  to  find  a 
temperameiK,  I  hope  we  shall  avoid  all  things 
that  may  occasion  a  dispute  between  the  mi- 
nisters of  Great  Britain  and  France. 

*^  This  temperament  is  to  be  found  in  his 
^lordship's  letter  to  Mr.  Prior,  of  tbe  same  day, 
which  his  lordship  says,  is  to  be  looked  upon 
only  as  a  letter  ^m  Harry  to  Mat*  and  not  tbe 
secretary  to  the  minister.  He  sends  him  in* 
dosed  an  extract  of  his  letter  to  M.  de  Tor^ 
which,  he  says,  relates  to  a  matter  that  has 
pfinl0r4  lMasomaa4himMlf  00  imaU  trail: 


ble  in  cabinet;  he  likewise  ^'^'"^  ^'"^  *  ^<W 
of  the  pleaipot«itiariet'dis|iatai-pf  tbe  9d  of 
September  apcm  the  samesolject;  wtoesn, 
as  he  will  observe,  their  lordships  ore  very 
warm  abrmt  tbe  displrte.  He  can  aaaore  hin^ 
we  have  those  here,  who  are  not  a  jot  cooler. 
His  losdsbip  goes  on ;  the  solutioo  of  thit  diffi- 
colty  must  ceoie  fircmi  you,  which  is  a  matter 
of  managaaaent  and  appearance,  mora  than  of 
sttbftance.  <- 

*^  The  method  of  domg  it  »  by  makiae 
M.  de  Torcy  sensible  of  thepfopoaition  settled 
between  them  in  France,  That  the  ^qoeon  can 
never  do  aoy  thing  which  shall  look  like  a  di- 
rect restraint  on  her  allies  from  demanding 
wftiat  they  jodge  necessary ;  but  as  long  as  they 
act  the  part  which  they  now  do,  she  cao  very 
josdy  be  passive,  and  neuter,  af  to  their  in* 
temts.  This  bis  hmbhip  thinks  is  odvaatage 
enough  for  France*  and  such  a  one,  fidrty 
speaking,  as  a  year  ago  they  would  have  g;ivcn 
more  than  Tournay  to  b^  sare  of.  They  mast 
nut,  therefore,  press  us  to  go  forther  than  this, 
nor  to  do  any  thing  which  nuiy  seem  contradic* 
tory  to  what  the  qneen  delivered  irom  the 
throne. 

<'  In  a  ivord,  die  ose  which  the  French  will 
make  of  tbe  unaccountable  obstinacy  of  the 
Dutch,  and  tbe  other  allies,  may  ia-sereral  re- 
spects, and  particttlariy,  for  aught  I  know,  ia 
toe  instance  of  Tournay,  give  them  ao  oppor* 
tuiiity  of  savbg  aud  gaining  more  than  they 
could  have^  hop«d  for;  aud  tbe  queen  may  in 
the  present  drcumstanoes  contribute  passively 
to  this  end,  but  actively  she  never  can  in  any 
circumstances." 

His  lordship  then  very  plainly  gives  his  ad- 
vice how  this  matter  is  to  Iins  managed,  in  these 
words;  I  think  in  my  own  opinion,  and  I  be* 
lieve  I  speak  the  queen's  upon  this  occasion,  it 
were  better  the  French  should  in  the  coarse  of 
the  treaty  declare,  that  whatever  they  intended 
to  have  given  the  Dutch  when  the  qaeen  spoke 
from  tbe  throne,  their  conduct  has  been  soch, 
and  the  situation  of  affairs  is  so  altered,  that 
the  king  is  resolved  to  have  Tournay  restored 
to  him  :  I  say,  I  believe  this  were  better  thaa 
to  exj^ect  that  we  should  assent  to  an  exposi- 
tion of  the  qut^'s  words,  br  which  her  majesty 
would  yield  the  town  up ;  let  the  conferences 
begin  as  soon  as  tbev  will,  I  dare  say  bmsness 
wiU  not  Tory  speedily  be  dispatched  in  thems 
We  shall  ^  on  to  ripen  every  thing  for  a  con^ 
elusion  between  us  and  Savoy,  aad  Frsnoe  and 
Spain;  and  this  is  the  true  point  of  view  which 
the  French  oqght  to  have  before  their  eyes.^ 

The  scheme  being  concerted  here,  aad 
transmitted  to  France,  lord  fiolingbioke  on  the 
same  day  writes  to  tbe  plenipotentiaries,  -in  an*  • 
swer  to  theirs  of  the  Sod  of  Sept^  N.  S.  nfiea 
whichhe  had  before  told  them.  He  oooUl give 
no  instructions  |l11  their  letter  was  cansidcesd 
by  the  lords  of  the  ooimcii ;  neither  doss  his 
lordship  now  send  them  any  difoctions,  bat 
enlarges  upon  the .  samo  general  topics  of  iia« 
pnting  all  tbe  mischieft  that  bad  happened,  asd 
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taoMcj  of  the*  idlies.  Hn  lordship  observes, 
'*  That  io  the  plan  broughc  over  by  abbot 
Gaukier,  the  kiiig  of  France  begged  forTour- 
Day  rather  than  .insisted  upon  it,  but  tras  now 
encouraged  to  refuse  what  be  only  endeavoured 
to  save ;  and  in  short  that  France  bad  now 
gathered .  strength*  by  dor  divisions,  and  was 
grown  sangnioe  enough  to  make  that  plan  the 
uhiinatuoa  of  her  concessions,  which  was  at 
first  nothing  more  than  the  oltimatum  of  her 
offers ;  but  that  the  Dutch  had  nobody  to  blame 
for  ail  this  hot  themselves."  His  lordship  adds, 
"  Her  majesty  is  very  sensible  of  the  concern 
yoQ  express  for  heb  honour,  and  will  not,  you 
may  be  sore,  suffer  herself  to  be  a  party  to  any 
tiling  which  may  appear  contradictory  to  what 
she  has  once  advanced  ;  and,  although  perhaps, 
the  yielding  of  Toumay  might  be  reconciled  to 
the  terms  of  her  speech,  yet  should  the  queen 
consent  to  tliis  ^position  of  it,  such  consent 
would  be  almost  a  formal  restoration  of  this 
place  tO'  France  ;  and  this, 'my  lords,  is  what 
ner  majesty  will  avoid  :  But,  I  hope,  the  solu- 
tion of  this  diflScnlty  will  come  from  France ; 
and  tbht  when  they  have  so  many  other  quar- 
rels to  decide,  that  court  will  go  back  from  a 
measure  which  most  involve  them  in  a  dispute 
with  the  queen.'' 

The  Committee  'find  a  Paper,  which  is  said 
to  be  delivered  among  Mr.  Pnor^s  loose  papers, 
and  seems  to  be  the  draught  of  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Prior  to  Mens.  deTorcy,  pursuant  to  what 
lord  Bolingbroke  bad  written  to  him  upon  the 
subject  of  Toumay ;  which  is  in  substance  the. 
same,  and  almost  in  the  very  words  of  lord 
Bolingbroke's  letter  to  Mr.  Prior,  of  the  10th 
of  September,  with  this  addition,  that  it  begins 
thus  :  "  There  is  more  appearance  than  sub- 
stance in  thisAffisir  that  is  now  under  agitation 
•t  Utrecht,  and  my  Lord  Treasurer  does  not'  at 
all  doubt  but  the  court  of  France  will  find  a 
reojedy.'' 

And  his  lordship  was  not  mistaken  in  his  ex- 
pe<^ons,  for  M .  de  Torcy  very  readily  followed 
tiie  advice  that  was  given  by  the  English  mi- 
nistry ;  and  on  the  Sfth  of  September,  N.  S. 
sends  to  n^  lord  Bolingbroke  a  declaration  to 
be  made  by  the  French  plenipotentiaries  at 
Utrecht,  wlierein  the  king's  minislers  are 
ordered  to  decUrcv  to  those  of  Great  Britain, 
^  That  the  king  did  consent  to  treat  of  the 
peaoe  upon  the  plan  laid  down  in  the  queen's 
speech  to  her  parliament ;  but  at  the  same 
time  they  were  to  say,  Tfiat  the  Dutch  having 
refused  to  conform  to  the  sentiments  of  that 
princess,  having  rejected  the  suspension  of 
arms,  and  giving  opportunity  to  the  several 
chaaies  in  iShirs  that  had  happened,  it  is  hut 
just  that  his  oMJestr  should  be  reoompenced  for 
the  expenoe  he  has  been  obliged  to  make 
durmg  the  course  of  this  9ampaipi.  Upon 
this  foundatioii  his  migesty  orders  hts  plenipo- 
tentiaries  not  to  sign  a  peace  but  upon  condi- 
tioiiy  That  Touraay  should  be  lestored  to  him, 
beiides  the  other  places  which  be  has  de- 
mandedf  and  which  he  bad  reaaon  to  beliete 
the  queen  of  Gttftt  Brinia  did  4mi^  to  oont- 
prebm  in  herspeech," 


The  Original  of  this  declaration  that  came 
from  France,  is  in  the  secretary's  office,  and 
was  sent  by  M.  de  Torcy,  to  lord  Bolingbroke, 
who.  transmitted  a  copy  'of  it  to  the  Britii^ 
plenipotentiaries  ;;  but  the  letter  of  M.  de 
Torcy,  in  which  it  was  inclosed,  does  not  ap- 
pear. 

This  transaction  in  relation  to  Tournay, 
seems  of  so  extraordinary  a  nature,  as  to  de- 
serve to  be  set  forth  io  one  short  view  :  The 
dbpute  concerning  it  arose  from  the  French 
ministers  insisting  to  be  very  particular  and  ex- 
press in  demanding  the  restitution  of  this 
place ;  which  the  British  plenipotentiaries  con- 
ceiving to  be  inconsistent  with  what  the  queen 
bad  declared,  refosed  to  open  the  conferences 
until  tliey  bad  further  orders.  When  this  caina 
to  be  considered  in  England,  lord  Bolingbroka 
says,  It  occasioned  great  warmth  in  ^he  (mbinet 
council ;  but  his  lordship  instead  of  taking 
measures  for  preserving  the  to'^n  as  part  of  the 
barrier  of  the  States  General,  which,  as  be 
confesses,  was  so  intended  in  the  queen's  speech, 
proposes  expedients  whereby  the  town  might  be 
restored  to  France,  without  the  queen's  be* 
coming  a  psrty  to  a  thing  wliich  was  contra- 
dictory to  what  she  had  once  advanced  :  And 
gives  his  advice  to  M.  de  Torcy,  by  what  ma- 
nagement Tournay  might  be  secured  to  the 
king  of  France,  contrary  to .  the  avowed  sense 
of  what  the  queen  bad  declared  in  parliaihent ; 
and  although  France  Imd  consented  in  a  memo- 
rial delivered  by  abbot  Gaultier  so  earlj  as  the 
18th  of  November  1711,  not  to  insist  upon 
Tournay  ;  and  this  he  does  in  his  private  ca- 
pacity, and  not  as  Secretary  of  State  :  But  that 
his  lordship  was  not  single  in  h|s  endeavours  to 
assist  France  upon  this  occasion,,  appears  by 
the  great  trouble  that  he  says  this  matter  had 
given  both  him  and  my  Lord  Treasurfr  in  the 
cabinet ;  and  if  any  regard  is  to  be  givdn  4o 
Mr.  Prior's  paper,  my  Lord  Treasurer  most 
certainly  have  written  to  Mra  Prior  upon  this 
subject,  who  cot^ld  otherwise  have  no  ground 
to  say,  JVfy  Lord  Treasurer  does  not  at  alf 
doubt  but  the  court  of  France  will  find  a  re- 
medy :  which  is  agreeable  to  what  lord  Boling- 
broke said  ro  other  words,  when  this  advice  was 
sent.  The  solution  of  this  difficulty  must  cenie 
from  France;  * 

What  happened  afterwards  in  relation  to 
Tt>umay,  upon  what  great  concessioDs  made  to 
France,  together  with  tlie  advantageous  terms 
procured  for  the  elector  of  Bavana,  the  mea- 
sures and  councils  relating  to  this  afiair  were 
afterwards  altered,  is  not  material  enough  to  re* 
quire  a  long  deuil ;  but  nothing  less  than  an 
abik>lnte  concurrence,  without  any  new  objeo* 
tioos  or  forther  demands,  was  to  satisfy  for  the 
cession  of  Tournay  ;  and  that  it  was  at  hist 
obtained  is  owing  solely  to  the  firmness  aud 
resolution  of  the  States.  ' 

The  dispute  between  count  Rediteren,  and 
M.  Mesnager  was  still  kept  on  foot :  an4 
though  it  was  at  last  left  to  her  mi^esty  to  d^ 
cide  upon  thisdifiererence.  ThcAre  hsing  Some 
pointi  leJetJog  to  oowiwooi  end  Nordi  Aia»- 
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nctt,  wUehar«  tf  rtry  iroit  con^equeoce  to 
tbeiqtcriftt  of  tb«  queens  Bul^ects,  ttd  tbe 
hoAour  of  this  tfeMy  •till  to  settle;  lord  Bo- 
lifigbroke  thiulif  it  neceasary,  tliough  tbe 
Dutdi  nmj  be  uneasy  Miac.  tlift  a£Eatr  of  tbe 
four  spe«tet  to  be  exctptec)  out  of  the  Tariff 
of  1664,  should  still  be  kept  in  uncertainty ; 
nod  ike  Britiah  pleqipoteniiariet  «ccoEdingly, 
to  gain  tioia  uniil  they  0onld  know  h^r  mf^eip 
tyt  pleasure,  revived  the  diffenenoe  between 
eoant  Racbterea  and  M.  Mesnager ;  and  hope 
it  is 'for  ber  majesty's  service  in  this  manner;  to 
ttave  off  the  conferences. 

The  correspondence  carried  on.  between 
IiOndon  and  Utreoht  ahou^  cbis  time,  relating  to 
tbe  differences  that  arose  concerning  tbe  treaty 
of  Peace,  and  in  particular  about  our  com- 
mence, is  contained  chiefly  in  the  fourth  volume ; 
Jbol  as  it  appeaia  that  ail  tbe  matters  in  ques- 
Ikm,  being  reduced  to  as  narrow  a  compass  as 
was  possible,  war«  finally  to  be  <letermined  at 
Paus  by  tlie  duke  of  Shrewsbury  and  Mr. 
Prior;  the  Committee  tfamk  it  needless  to  enter 
into  all  the  ordars  and  instructions,  objections^ 
and  answers,  that  went  and  came  too  and  from 
Utrecht,  whose  there  mrus  indeed  but  little 
OMire  than  tbe  form  of  a  negociation  ;  and  con* 
«efFe  that  an  account  of  what  passed  between 
London  and  France  will  set  this  whole  matter 
in  a  clear  light: 

Your  Committee  think  it  not*  improper  to 
take  notice  here  of  a  remarkable  passage  or 
two,  that  are  found  in  loid  Bolicgbroke's  let- 
ters to  Mr.  Prior  on  the  19th  of  September, 
O.  S.  Lord  Bolingbfoke  sends  Mr.  Prior  an  ac- 
count of  soitfe  advices  they  bad  received  of 
the  invasxott  of  the  Leeward  Islaudi  by  the 
Freacb. 

«<  This,  dear  Mat.'^says  bis  lordship,  "  proves 
M  very  untoward  corUreiempi ;  it  gives  a  theme 
to  tbe  whigs,  and  se^es  to  awsien  passions 
that  were  almost  lulled  asleep.  We  expected 
•that  Cassart's  squadron  might  be  gone  to  the 
coast  of  Orasil,  or  to  Surinam;  but  we. never 
imagined  our  colonies  <«rouId  baae  been  at- 
tactoi  by  bim^  at  the  time  when  we  were 
knitting  tbe  bands  of  fneodship  between  the 
two  nations  witb  all  possible  industry.  €k>nld 
this  ill  opinioa  of  our  new  friends  have  entered 
into  our  beads,  I  do  assure  you  he  should  have 
been  accompanied  by  a  fleet  of  tbe  queen's,, 
which  woyld  bave  kept  him  in  respect:  Com- 
|iare  this  conduct  with  that  of  the  queen's,  6tc** 
iind  hero  follows  that  passage  which  has  been 
already  mentioned j  wherein  his  lordship  de- 
clared oonceming  the  order  sent  to  the  duke  of 
Ormond,  ^  I  will  not  say  this  order  saved  their 
army  fl^  bein^  beat,  bot  I  think  in  my  con- 
soience  that  it  did/' 

His  lordship  goea  on.  <*  In  a  word  w^  de^ 
peaded'So  nsuoh  upon  the  good  understanding, 
which  we  thought  established,  and  wera  so 
aasnest  to  prevent  any  thine  which  nsight  breek 
m  np6»  it,  that  we  not  on  W  avoided  to  foriify 
oar  squadron  as  we  ought  have  done^  bot  we 
also  nagleoted.to  put  in  exacotioD  seme  designs , 
niducb4iMad  hme.mmy^i'  both  Ik«iicli«id 


SpaniaM,  periiaps  more,  tiuln  *mnj  tlmt  hmH 
been  effected,  in  tbe  course  of  this  war.*^ 

Another  instance  of  his  lordship's  good  dis 
posatioo  to  the  French  nation  is  to  be  fiouod  m 
bis  letter  to  Mr.  Prior,  of  the  99th  ScFpt.  wbere^ 
in  he  says,  *^  I  Imve  got  at  last  tbe  BOair  of  tbe 
Griffin  coaspoondedj  not  without  very  giest 
difficulty;  and  though  tbe  sum  paid  to  ih« 
captors  was  so  laiga  as  S5,000/.  the  sfaq>  vss 
plainly  pdse,  and  the  pass,  sent  over  hithn 
might  have  been  proved  to  have  beeis  Dumen< 
caUy  one  of  those  I  delivere4  at  FontaiDbkaQ, 
four  days  after  the  Griffin  waa  ia  air  Tboniu 
Hardy's  power ;  thoi^h  Ganltier  wms  f  eady  n 
swear  that  he  received  it  some  moorfat  before ; 
which  put  of  the  abbot  has,  I  confissa  to  yo^ 
done  him  no  good  in  my  opinion.''  Froa 
whttica  it  appears,  though  this  pass  was  nam 
of  them,  that  passes  had  been  granted  sow 
months  before  the  suspension  was  cooctoded. 

Whilst  the  English  ministry  are  doing  these 
good  offices  to  the  siibjects  of  Ficance,  mi 
taking  all  opportunities  both  public  and  privsu 
to  espouse  their  interests,  yoor  Committee  fl 
surprised  at  the  ill  treatment  wbicb  England 
received  from  France  at  this  time,  and  at  their 
backwardness  in  making  good  ^^r  promises 
and  engagements  they  were  under  m  soBe 
points  that  most  nearly  concerned  tbe  intensn 
of  Great  Britain. 

At  the  latter  end  of  October  Mr.  Prior  mm 
sent  into  England,  and,  by  what  appears,  iett 
his  residence  in  France,  without  the  leave  or 
any  orddrsflrom  tbe  <)ueen  his  mistress;  but  was 
sent  over  by  tbe  king  of  Franca  as  a  propfi 
person  whom  he  thought  fit  to  iotmsc  with  tbe 
great  secret  of  prevaihnc  widi  the  queen  fay  her 
credit  to  obtain  what  we  king  demanded  ia 
the  elector  of  Bavaria. .  He  brings  a  credentid 
letter  from  the  king  of  fVanoe  to  tbe  queen, 
wfaioh,  seeming  something  new  of  th^  kind,  ii 
here  annexed.    (No.  S8.) 

About  tbe  middle  of  November,  Mr.  PMff 
goes  back  into  France  with  new  instraotians> 
wherein  the  proposal  of  a  neutralitjr  in  Italy  is 
one  of  the  chief  articles;  and  that  he  migk 
bave  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  (jneen'a  preseac 
resolutions  and  councils  in  relation  to  tbe  pre- 
sent treaty  of  peace,  a  copy  of  the  last  io- 
stmctions  to  the  plenipotentiaries  at  Utrecht  is 
given  him,  that  as  occasion  shall  requite  he 
might  act  in  aH  thin^  conformable  to  the 
queen's  intentions  therein  expressed. 

He  carries  likewise  a  letter  from  tbe  qnean  to 
the  king  of  France,  wherein  among  other  things, 
it  b  said.  That  Mr.  Prior  continuing  tn  bebate 
himself  so  as  that  his  ooaduct  may  be  iatirdy 
agreeable  to  tbe  king  of  France,  be  does  hot 
literallv  execute  the  orders  tbe  qneeo  bad 
given  him,  and  is  a  proof  of  bis  dn^  and  sesi 
for  Ker  service,  (No.  S9i)  After  this  short  di- 
grgssisn,  to  return  back  to  wbatvrasiiist  aew 
iiSaotioned;  it  appears^  that  when  tbe  treaty 
of  peace  was  ready  to>becon€hided,tbeadvaa> 
tages'  Great  Britamwas  ta  expeot  aad  lesp 
from  ibe  en^msfdn  of  tbe  Britisb  jnininiT^  to 
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f  a  great  flteMfeuMMrleif  aod  iittd«t«rmihecl< 
tmiMM  bfgBA  to-cuvily  and  M  lofd  BdlingbrcAM 
lidy  go  back  from  what  the  king  had  promised 
le  qaeen.  His  iditMhip  ioannot  be  pefsaad6d^ 
(  be  teilr  Mr.  Prior,  •*  TKi»t;  t^  Frencb  acC 
tber  fairly  or  wisely ;  tliej  press  us  to  Con- 
ude,  that  they  may  have  <fthers  at  their 
lercy;  and  at  the  flame  time  they  chioafie 
ith  us  condeming  the  m^st  essential  article  of 
II  our  treaty,  and  endeavour  to  elude  an 
^reement  made,  repeated,^  confirmed." 
The  two  great  pomts  of  moment  in  dispute, 
«re  concerning  the  fishery  at  Newfoundland, 
ltd  in  what  miinner  the  cession  of  Cape 
(reton  was  to  he  made ;  the  otb^r  was  about 
le  treaty  of  comnMrce.  ^ 

As  to  the  first,  it  is  to  b^  observed.  That  in 
iie  qneen^  instructions  to  the  duke  of  Shrews- 
ury,  he  is  diY-ec^^ed-te  pmpose,  as- the  qfneisn's 
ist  resolution,  that  she  will  consent  to  give  and 
ield  up  to  his  most  Clilristiaii  majesty,  the  in- 
K  possession  and  propriety  of  the  islai^d  of 
!ape  Breton,  bat  with  this  express  condition, 
"bat  his  aaid  majesty  shall,  on  h>s  part,  in  con- 
ideration  of  the  sime,  rdinqnish  to  her  ma- 
nty  all  manner  of  right  to  fishing  and  dicing 
iihon  the  coast  of  Nearfoundland,  or  any  part 
eserved  to  his  subjects,  by  the  articles  signed 
It  London  the  «7  Sept.  (8  Oct.)  1711. 

Several  representations  were  sent  backi^ard 
nd  fbrwnrd,  shewinz  the  IWtal  CDnse«)uetices 
if  wbat  was  demanded  by  France ;  and  ai- 
hoogh  my  lord  Bolingbroke  in  his  letter  to  Mr. 
^riorof  the  19ih  of  Janutiry  ltl!3- 13,  insisted 
bat  the  queen  had  never  yielded  what  France 
mtended  to,  which  then  remained  an  unsur- 
sountable  difficulty ;  yet  in  his  letter  to  the 
bke  of  Shrewsbury  of  the  same  date  he  tells 
lis  grace,  if  the  French  close  with  the  overture 
le  then  made  them,  with  regard  to  the  disputes 
iDnceraing  commerce,  her  majesty  is  willmg  co 
icccpt  the  last  expedient  proposed  by  M.  de 
Porcy,  for  adjustiiiig  our  differences  about  North 
Simerica,  and  to  consent  that  the  king,  in  the 
xssioQ  of  Newfoundland, '  do  reserve  to  his 
oHjects  a  right  of  fishing  and  drying  on  the 
»ast  of  Newfoundland,  from  point  Riche 
lonh  about,  to  Cape  Bonaytsta ;  and  here  no 
lirection  is  given  concerning  Cape  Bretoti,  of 
vbich  the  French  got  the  intire  possession  and 
^priety;  although  in  the  duke  of  Shrews- 
wry 's  instructions,  it  is  declared,  that  the  queen 
ookedupon  Cape  Breton  to  belong  to  her  ;  and 
^kooed  that  island  a  part  of  the  ancient  ter- 
iiory  of  Nova  Scotia,  wMch  is,  by  "this  treaty, 
stored  to  her.  But  if  his  grace  could  not 
iVCTail  upon  them  to  agree  with  him  in  the  ar- 
icle  of  commerce,  he  was  to  declare,  That  nei- 
^  will  the  quisen  agree  with  them  in  their 
voposition  concerning  Newfoundland. 

Vour  Committee  come  now  to  consider, 
ipop  what  consideration  this  great  and  valuable 
wivilege  of  taking  and  drying  fish  upon  the 
^ast  of  Newfoundland  was  yielded  up  to 
France. 

In  this  letter  from  lord  Bolingbroke  to  the 
lake  of  Shrewsbury,  i»  represented  the  State 


(tfthte  ^MMt  di«|Mile  abhiA  t^bmmbree,  ^Hiiah 
appeavs'to  be  this :  in  M.  de  Torcj's  answer 
to  lord  BoHngbroke's  mewoHal  «f  May  th^ 
»4lh,  171«,  it  wi^  among  •ther  things,  agreed. 
That  Britain  and  France  should  ghint  to  thd 
subjecuofeaeh  croWn  reciprocally,  the  same 
privileges  and  advantages,  which  they  shall 
either  of  them  gram  to  the  subjects  of  any 
other  natien  whatsoever :  upoh  this  foundation 
was  esublished  the  pritfciple  of  treating,  and' 
being  treated,  as  *  gens  amicissima ;'  and  pur- 
suant to  this  principle  the  Tariff  of  1664,  which 
was  granted  to  Holland,  except  the  four  spe- 
cies, was  likewise  to  be  granted  to  us ;  and  by 
the  8th  and  lOth-  articles  of  the  project  of  th« 
TVeaiy  of  Commerce  it  was  so  settled.  But. 
France,  pretending  now  that  this  Tariff  would 
be  too  beneficial  to  us,  al^oogh  #e  are  entitled 
to  it,  upon  the/  principle  of  being  used  as  the 
'  amicissima  gens,*  refused  to  grant*  it  to  ns, 
until  another  Ttiriff  should  be .  made  in  Britain 
exactly  conformable  to  that  of  1664,  ^bere*' 
by  our  duties  should  be  reduced  as  low  here, 
as  theirs  are  in  France  hy  diat  Tariff. 

This,  lord  Bolmgbroke  says,  is  an  open  viola- 
tion offaith ;  and  by  this  they  are  removing  a 
oorner-stone,  which  was  laid  eariy  in  riie  foun- 
dation of  a  building  brought  almost  to  per- 
fection ;  the  fall  whereof  must  prove  at  last 
of  as  fatal  consequence  to  them  as  to  ds. 

he  confesses  he  was  stntngely  sarpri*ed 
when  he  saw  the  precedent  of  the  Riswick 
Treaty  quoted,  to  persuade  ua  to  fffer  our 
commerce,  bs  the  Datc^  tht?[i  Hiti  thtMrs,  iq 
commissioners  to  be  treated  o\  nrter  signing 
the  peace.  He  says,  the  iiehaviour  of  the 
French  upon  that  occasion  has  given  us  warn- 
ing ;  and  it  is  from  thence  we  have  learned, 
that  whatever  is  referred,  isgireoup;  and 
they  must  have  a  mean  opinion  of  those  wjiom 
they  would  persuade  to  pursue  the  same  ine-  \ 
thod,  to  get  the  Tariff  of  1664,  by  which  the 
Dutch  then  lost  it. 

But  surely  his  lordship  had  either  not  W«irnt 
this  lesson,  or  had  entirely  fr>feot  it,  whe:n  on 
the  34th  of  May  he  himself  had  propo^d,  as^ 
has  been  before  observed,  that  several  pdititl* 
relating  to  commerce,  requiring  a  longer  dis^ 
cussinn  than  that  crisis  would  admit,  comtnk* 
saries  should  be  appointed  to  settte  and  a^f^^^ 
the  differences.  But  then  it  a^cms  tbey  wtffe 
more  intent  upon  the  geuej-iil  peace,  than  any 
particular  advantages. 

His  lordship  goes  on  to  offer  an  Expedient ' 
which   was   to  solve  all  the  difficulties :    and  ^ 
tells  his  grace,  *  I  am  commanded  to  acquaint 
you,  that  having  fully  opened  to  the   French  ^ 
ministers,  her  majesty's  sense  of  the  king's  en- 
gagements to  her  upon  Uiishead,  you  are  to  pro- 
pose to  them,  to  strike  out  of  the  projects  of 
the  treaty  of  commerce  the  9tb  and  10th  ar- . 
ticles,  and  instead  thereof,  to  insert  one  to  the  '. 
effect  of  that  whicl)  I  have  drawn,  arid  w)^ick ' 
comes  here  inclosed  ;"  and  as  the  acceptance  . 
of  this  amendment  was  to  put  an  end  to  all  the 
differences,  and  at  the  same  ^ime  gire  such 
ample  actvaotagei^  to  Fraace,  tB«  Ff«ti£h  readily 
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tp  it  Mi  did 
'verbatim  at  it  WM  sent  in  the  trMtv  ofcoiB- 
iiierc«y  which  inakat  the  9tb  Artide  of  the 
treaty  as  it  now  stands,  and  is  the  scnne  that 
was  rejected  bj  the  last  parliament ;  and  this 
article  which  has  been  since  so  universally  and 
justly  condemned  appears  to  be  the  work  of 
the  English  ministry,,  and  the  price  for  which 
they  sold  to  France  the  fishery  i»f  Newfound- 
land. 

This  treatment  of  France  could  not  without 
doubt  but  give  the  ministry  the  greatest  un- 
eastneu,  though  their  apprehensions,  lest  the 
circamstauces  tliey  were  in  should  be  known ; 
far  exceeded  their  concern  at  the  disappoint- 
ment Great  Britain  was  like  to  meet  with. 
They  had  signed  a  separate  treaty  with  France 
in'Septemlier.l711,  upon  this  single  principle^ 
thu  ibe  iut[:r?«ti  nf  Great  Britain  were  in  the 
fint  |jlace  to  he  a^ijusted ;  and  as  long  as  they 
hud  thi^  to  suy^  they  were  unconcerned  at  all 
Oliver  evcnta,  Tliev  bad  gpne  on  for  fifteen 
manthi  toi;ether,  aim  acted  in  every  thing  as 
the  iii^trmucnts  of  France,  and  are  at^  last  in 
tiiujger  of  being  disavowed  by  France  in  the 
riiaat  essemlrU  pari  of  all  their  treaty.  One  of 
the  cUIeri^iducemeiits  and  ppncipal  conditions 
upon  which  the  fatal  cessation  of  arms  was 
grantetf^  wm  iliat  no  privileges  or  advantages 
relating  CO  commerce  with  France  shall  be 
yielded  to  nn^  foreign  nation  which  shall  not 
at  the  «Q[ii«  time  bd  granted  to  the  subjects  of 
her  Britannic  majcBty ;  but  France  liad  now 
ri^apf?^  ihe  full  bej  Lent  of  the  suspension,  and 
were  at  liberty  isi  dispute  the  principle  of  *  gens 
amirisiima/ 

In  tliese  circumstances  were  the  English 
miiij&irT  in  January  t7 12-13,  and  to  extricate 
themselves,  they  give  up  all  points  in  dispute 
in  North  America,  and  the  fishery  of  New- 
foundland, upon  the  single  consideration  of 
the  ninth  article  of  the  treaty  of  conunerce, 
wLich  the  parliaa;ent  rejected  with  a  just  in- 
dignation. 

However,  to,  bring  France  to  a  compliance, 
even  upon  these  ^onditious,  his  grace  in  the 
same  letter  is  instructed  to  prevail  with  France 
to  come  to  this  resolution  without  the  loss  of 
one  moment's  time.  The  parliament  was  sud- 
denly to  meet,  and  it  would  be  necessary  for 
tbe  queen  to  communicate  to  both  Houses  the 
present  state  of  (he  negotiation.  His  grace  is 
then  to  represent  to  M.  de  Torcy,  fn  the  best 
manner  he  is  able.  '*  How  smootlily  every 
thing  would  glide  along,  if  the  queen  was  able 
to  speak  of  her  own  interests  as  absolutely  de- 
termined with  France  ;  and  on  the  other  hand, 
what  travels  we  shall  be  exposed  to,  and  what 
confusion  may  arise,  if  our  negotiation  appears 
to  be  still  open,  and  if  the  secret  comes  to  be 
divulged,  that  France  refuses  to  make  good  in 
the  treaty  the  full  effect  of  former  promises  to 
the  queen.*' 

His  lordsjiip  having  finished  what  he  had  to 

say  concerning  her  majesty's  particular  interests, 

he  proceeds  upon  the  general  plan  of  peaCe, 

and  instructs  his  grace  what  hi  was  to  inform 

9  ^       '  " 


th«  French  aioittm  waiMfi^  li»  mmmt  o: 
her  majcgyg  conduct^  and  wlwt  tl»y  om^cs. 
pect  from  her. 

.**  That  as  tb«  Crench  aioiBtert  ieaae  Urn 
the  queen  wouM  predpitato  the  •  oonclasioo  ol 
her  peace,  and  jesroidl  the  eonfedcracy  at  tixn 
mercy,  thev  must  be  told,  tbat  when  tbemotnd 
interests  ot  France  and  En^and  are  seided,  a 
tliey  will  be,  if  tbe  propositions  oootained  u 
the  first  part  of  this  Utter  are  accepted,  tite  pk- 
nipotentiaries  of  Great  Britain  slwll  puUidy 
declare  in  tho  congress,  .that  they  are  resdj  ic 
sign  with  those  of  France,  and  shall  caiiupa 
the  allies  to  quicken  their  negotiatioos,  aid 
conclude  without  lost  of  time.  But  if  tixj 
seek  unnecessary  delays,  or  make  unrestui- 
able  demands,  her  majesty,  who  has.  indoced 
them  to  treat,  will  by  the  same  measures  eo^ 
them  to  conclude,  or  at  least  she  will  sigp  witi^ 
out  them.** 

**  And  the  queen  having  once  declared  ho 
interests  to  be  settled,  and  her  treaty  read?  to 
be  signed,  tlie  general  peace  becotnes  Crom  liut 
< moment  sure ;  and  tbe  remainder  of  the  ne^ 
tiaiiou  easy ;  it  is  therefore  wise  for  the  Frescii 
to  comply  with  her  majesty.*' 

The  great  distraction  the  ministry  iras  io 
appears  sufficiently  from  this  long  letter  of  Lor^ 
Eiolingbroke's  to  the  duke  of  Shrewsbury :  but  to 
be  more  fully  satisfied  what  their  own  appreiiei* 
sions  were,  and  wha^  they  themselves  tbaufht 
would  be  the  consequence  of  such  proceedii^; 
it  is  necessary  to  have  rec«>urse  to  two  letters 
written  %bout  this  time,  and  upon  this  subject, 
by  lord  Bnlingbroke  to  Mr.  Prior.  Ooe  of 
January  the  19th,  the  other  of  the  23d,  O.S. 
Tlie  first  was  of  the  same  date  as  his  letter  u 
the  duLe  of  Shrewsbury ;  and  therein  his  brd- 
ship  says  to  Mr.  Prior, -^^  I  have  exhausted  lU 
my  stock  of  arguments  in  the  long  letter  nbiu 
by.  the  queen's  order,  I  write  to  the  duke  U 
Shrewsbury ;  to  you  I  can  ouly  add,  we  stud 
indeed  upon  the  brink  of  a  precipice,  but  tte 
French  stand  there  too  :  Pray  tell  Kl.  de  Turc; 
from  me,  that  he  may  get  Hobin  and  Ilarrj, 
h^inged  ;  but  affairs  will  soon  run  back  Jotosd, 
mudi  confuiion,  th^t  he  will  with  us  aliu 
again.  To  speak  seriously,  unless  tbe  quec^ 
can  talk  of  her  interests  as  determined  nit^ 
France  ;  and  unless  your  court  will  keep  oor 
allies  m  the  wrong,  as  they  are  suffiacoii.^ 
at  this  time,  I  foresee  inextricable  ditficulties.' 

"  My  scheme  is  this :  let  France  satisfy  tL? 
queen,  and  let  the  queen  immediately  ded:tre 
to  her  parliament,  and  in  the  congress,  Tlu: 
she  is  ready  to  sign  ;  at  the  same  time  k<  thf 
French  plenipotentiaries  show  a  disposition  tJ 
conclude  with  all  the  allies."  And  tbeo  ^^ 
lordship  enumerates  the  several  offers  wbicb 
he  would  bare  France  make  to  the  sc^enl 
allies :  wbicli,  though  very  general  and  \n\nf' 
ficieiit,  his  lordbhip  says,.  "  if  such  overtmes  is 
these  (made  to  the  allies)  were  not  inst^ntlj 
accepted,  our  separate  peace  would,  siltinjL  lbs 
parliament,  be  addressed  for,  made,  sodap- 
pn)ved ;  and  the  cause  of  France  for  OBce  b^ 
coQxe  popular  in  Britaiif." 
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^  If  they  were  McapcM,  let  M.  de  Torcy 
ic  down  wmI  ocmtidcr  wbst  a  bargain  would 
e  made  for  Frahce;  let  him  remember  his 
Himejr  to  tbe  Hai^oey  aad  compare  the  plans 
f]709,andl71S.'' 

'^  M.  de  Toicy  has  a  confidenoe  in  jou : 
lake  ase  of  it  once  for  all  upoa  this  oocasiony 
nd  oonvince  htm  thorooghly,  that  we  must 
ire  a  different  tarn  to  onr  parliament  and 
ur  people,  according  to  their  resolution  at 
^  exists.'' 

The  next  letter  from  bis  lordship  to  Mr.  Prior, 
» op<m  the  saipe  subject,  and  of  the  same 
tomin :  **  We  are  now,"  says  his  lordship,  **  at 
be  tme  cribis  of  our  disease,  we  die  at  once 
r  recover  at  once ;  let  France  depart  from 
bat  shameful  expedient  by  which  they  thought 
0  bubble  us  out  of  the  advantages  which  they 
ad  solemnly  yielded,  and  all  is  well,  otherwise, 
•y  God,  both  they  aod  we  are  undone.'' 

**  Pray  send  Barton  back  as  fast  as  possible; 
be  queen  can  neither  delay  the  meedns  of 
larliaaaent  longer  than  the  Sd,  nor  speak  to 
be  Houses  till  we  bear  from  you." 

^  My  complimenu  to  M.  de  Torcy :  Let  him 
now,  that  it  they  do  not  agree  with  the  queen, 
may  perhaps  be  a  refugee ;  ifl  am,  I  promise 
«fore  nand,  to  behave  myself  better  in  France, 
ban  tbe  French  refugees  do  here.  Make  the 
^rench  ashamed  ta  their  sneaking  chicane ;  b^ 
leavao,  they  treat  like  pedlarg,  or,  which  is 
porse  like  attorneys." 

As  aU  these  public  transactions  passed 
broi^  the  bands  of  lord  fiolingbroke,  who, 
Ithottgfa  he  was  secretary  of  state,  acted  extra 
Tovindally  in  all  his'  correspondence  with 
France ;  so  it  appears  at  the  seme  time,  tliat 
is  lordship  was  not  the  only  perton  in  the  se- 
let;  but  that  a  greater  influence  chiefly  di- 
BCted  and  governed  all  these  councils.  And 
ly  lOTd  treasurer,  as  in  the  great  affur  of  Tour- 
ay,  was  in  this  transactiou  the  chief  conductor, 
s  may  very  reasonably  be  concluded  by  seve- 
sl  lectors  that  Mr.  Prior  wrote  about  this  time 
»  my  lord  treasurer,  although  Mr.  Prior  has 
ot  tbought  fit  to  produce  one  letter  from  his 
Nrd^p  to  him. 

It  is  to  be  observed,  that  these  letters  to  ray 
Mrd  treasurer,  were  chiefly  wrote  on  tbe  same 
ays  that  Mr.  Prior  sent  dispatches  to  the  se- 
retaries  of  state,  ^viog  an  account  of  his  pro- 
eeding,  and  desiring  the  queen's  directions 
pon  them ';  but  it  seems,  he  thought  not  that 
ufficient  without  knowing  my  lord  treasurer's 
articular  pleasure  upon  £em. 

Mr«  Prior*s  dispatch  to  the  secretaries  office 
iviog  a  full  account  of  the  present  stat^  of  the 
•eaty,  together  with  several  papers^  memorials, 
od  propositions  relating  to  the  points  in  dis- 
ute,  and  concerning  conunerce  and  North 
^merica,  is  dated  December  28th,  N.  S.  The 
ay  after,  Dec.  39ih,  1718,  N.  S.  Mr.  Prior 
rntes  to  my  lord  treasurer,  and  tells  him,  I 
ave  wrote  e  book  instead  of  a  letter  to  my 
tfd  Bolingbroke,  which  I  desn«  your  brdtJup 
rould  be  pleased  to  run  over,  that  knowing 
fkt  I  have  done  here,  yoo  nuiy  ho&oor  me 
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with  your  commands  as  to  what  I  am  to  4lo.  He 
hopes  his  proposal  about  Newfbundknd,  whid^ 
he  sends  his  lordship  inclosed,  is  such  as  may 
terminate  that  afiair  to  oar  advantage^  If  yodr 
lordship  is  of  the  same  opinion,  f  shall  have 
intire  sttisfliction. 

Japuaiy  8tb,  171^-18.  N.  S.  Mr.  Prior 
having  seut  another  full  account  in  form  to  the  ' 
secretary  of  state,  writes  the  same  day  to  my 
lord  treasurer,  that  he  had  been  in  conference 
with  the  French  ministers  to  adjust  the  poiate 
undecided  between  her  maiesty  and  the  kin| 
of  France ;  that  he  had  sent  lord  ^liogbroke 
the  result  of  those  conferences,  as  well  what' 
was  agreed  to  by  the  French  ministers,  as  hit 
own  remarks  upon  each  pardcoiar  head  ;  and 
says,  I  hope  your  lordship  will  find  the  whole 
adjusted  so  fiir  to  your  satisfacdoii,  as  that  our 
plenipotentiaries  may  receive  their  final  orders, 
I  will  nut  doubt  but  the  whole  afiair  of  New^ 
foundlaad  is  adjusted  to  your  desire.:  there 
were  some  points  insisted  upon  by  our  plenipo* 
tentiaries  which  the  ministers  here  thought  veiy 
unreasonable;  and  to  say  a  truth  to  my  lord 
treasurer  plainly,  which  I  a  little  mitigate  to  my 
lord  Bolingbroke,  I  think  not  very  reasonable. 
He  then  gives  an  account  that  M.  de  Torcy  waa 
surprised,  that  the  Dutch  had  but  in  part  cqra-' 
plied  with  what  lord  Strafford  declared  to  theos 
to  be  her  majest/s  resolutions,  to  which  he 
hopes  the  queen  will  send  such  an  answer  as 
may  cut  oft  all  delays ;  and  upon  this  occasioa 
Mr.  Prior  says  to  my  lord  treasury,. "  This  I 
only  write  to  your  lordship,  it  being  a  thing 
that  should  not  be  canvassed  in  council ;  and  I 
have  promised  that  the  king  should  have  her 
majesty's  answer  upon  it,  as  he  cksircs.^' 

January  19th,  1712-15,  N.  §.  Mr.  Prior 
writes  again  to  my  lord  treasurer  ;  acquaint* 
him,  **  That  tbe  duke  of  Shrewsbury  now  sends 
to  16rd  Bolingbroke  the  substance  of  their  last 
conferences  with  M.  de  Torcy,  upon  the  sub* 
ject  of  Newfoundland,  to  which  I  take  leave  to 
add ;  that  your  firieod  Torcy  is  in  the  last  con- 
cern to  find  the  diike^s  instructions  so  strict,  iu 
a  point  which  cannot  be  given  up  by  France, 
at  a  time  when  we  well  hoped  that  difierence 
was  adjusted.  Pray,  my  lord,  let  us  have  ynur 
distinct  an«l  positive  orders  bereuoon  by  the 
first.  I  send  your  lordship  iqdosed  a  copy  of 
my  letter  to  my  lord  Bolingbroke,  and  duke  of 
Shrewsbury  desires,  that  we  may  have  your; 
orders  to  uniih.  I  believe  Torcy  writes  him- 
self to  you,"  Jan.  23d,  1712-13,  N.S.  Mr. 
Prior  writes  once  more  to  my  lord  trmurer, 
and  tells  him,  *'I  Have  already  wrote  so  amply  , 
to  your  lordship,  on  the  two  great  points  of 
Newfoundland,  and  tbe  tarifl'  of  1664,  ahd 
expect  so  daily  your  last  orders  upon  these  two 
points,  that  I  will  not  trouble  you  at  present 
further  than  to  say,  if  these  two  are  settled,  the 
peace  may  be  determined  here  to-morro«r,  and 
sent  the  next  day  to  Utrecht  to  he  signed.**  And 
on  tbe  Sd  Feb.  1712- 13.  Mr.  Prior  says  to  my 
lord  treasurer ;  "  If  I  desire  you  to  write  to  me 
it  is  because  I  really  think  it  for  tbe  queen's  ser*  . 
vice;  that  in  this  great  poet  wbcreyou  have  put 
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mm,  I  ma3r1.be  able  k»  taj,  I  have  the  immediatr 
commands  of  m^  lord  treasurer ;  and  in  rtfard 
to  that  friendship  with  wbieh  j<m  have  so  pob- 
Kckly  honoured  mc»-and  which,  bj  the  by, 
4oefl  all  the  bnaioess  here."  *  And  on  Feb.  4ch 
**  I  ihall  direct  mjself  as  you  shall  be  pleased 
to  instruct  me  privaieW." 

If  your  Committee  had  fund  among  the 
papers  delivered  by  Mr.  Prior,  my  lord  trea- ' 
aurer's  answers  to  these  leuers,  they  baverea- 
ami  to  beliefe  ic  woald  have  appeared  from 
them,  how  far  the  giving  up  the  fishery  of  New- 
foundland, and  the  accepting  of  the  9th  article 
of  the  treaty  of  oommerce,  was  owing  to  his 
lordihip's  immediate  orders.  It  seems,  how* 
ever,  to  be  a  very  extraordinary  proceeding, 
that  the  queen's  ministers  in  France,  acting  by 
her  authority,  and  under  her  instructions, 
ahoold  apply  to  my  lord  treasurer,  for  his  dis- 
tinct and  positive  orders  to  release  them  firom 
the  queen's  instructions;  because  they  are 
thought  by  the  French  ministers  to  be  too  strict^ . 
and  if  it  be  a  doubt,  by  whose  order  or  advice 
it  was  procured,  so  much  u  certain,  that  these 

3>plications  had  their  desired  e&ct;  and  the 
ewfoundla^d  fishery,  was  given  up,  and  the 
advantages  we  were  to  receive  from  being  treated 
upon  the  fix>tof '  gens  amicbsima/  were  all  ba< 


urtedin  that -destructive  article^  the  9tb  artiole .  ^  ralent  inducements  to  the  Frtach  oo«r^  is 


of  tl^e  Ueaty  of  commerce. 

The  difficulties  relating  to  North  America 
and  commerce  being,in  thb  manner  determined^ 
Rrance  was  wholly  intent  upon  concluding  and 
signing  with  Great  Britain^  without  taking  in 
the  rest  uf  the  allies';  and  in  this  tl^ey  had  the 
good  fortune  to  have  the  concurreooe  and  as- 
sistance of  the  British  ministry. 

By  Kood  management,  the  dispute  raised  at 
Utrecht  had  been  so  ordered,  that  the  ministers 
of  the  allies  could  not  obuin  an^r  conferences 
fdth  those  of  Frtece,  till-  tiie  points  in  differ- 
CBoe  were  at^usted  between  England  and 
I^aoer  by  which  means  it  was  Febnury 
inS'lS,  before  the  Dutch  and  French  were 
taflfered  to  meet :  And  it  being  now  the  hasi- 
Bess  of  France  to  conclude  with  England  se- 
parately, the  temper  the 'French  plenipoten- 
tiaries appeared  in,  made  all  business  so  imprao- 
ticnble^  that  the  British  plenipotentiaries  were 
uoder  a  necessity  of  complaining  of  it  (o  lord 
*  Bolingbroke,  and  to  acquaint  him,  Feb.  3d 
1?13-1S.'  "  The  French  appear  so  very  irocom- 
plying  in  every  point  debated,  and  so  very 
forward  and  positive  in  their  refusal  of  a  great 
many  things,  which  the  Dutch  took  to  be  grant- 
ed and  settled,  as  well  by  her  majesty's  speech 
as  ttie!decIarations  lately  made  by  lord  Strafford, 
that  the  disappointment  they  met  with,  put 
th^  in  the  greatest  consternation  :  Reason 
was  also  given  us  to  participate  in  these  dis- 
contents, and  to  regard  several  tbmgs  which 
appear  contrary  to  what  her  majesty  has  de- 
clared, as  very  tinfifiir;  yet  all  that  could  he 
said  prevailed  not." 

Your  committee  is  not  surprised,  that  the 
instances  of  their  excellencies  had  so  little 
e&ct  with  the  Freach  pleoipotentiaries^  who 


th«i  expected  that  onten  tho^  be  tesit  to 
the  British  pleoipotentierica,  Jmiediatriy  lo 
sign  a  separate  peace,  whiefa,  aoeording  ss 
thinr  expectations,  were  sent,  l^  Mr.  Sc  Jofaa, 
brother  to  the  lord  Bolingbroke,  to  <20«oledi 
and  sign  with  France  as  soon  as  tbo  doke  o( 
Shrewsbury  shotdd  send  them  advice  that  tk 
propositioDs  he  was  to  make  at  the  Aeodi 
coort  were  accepted;  and  oe  the  Mth  kwd 
Bolingbroke  with  tbeutroott  jov  acquaanca  thdr 
excellencies,  that  he  had  redeived  finm  the 
doke  of  Shrewsborv  the  expected  tetems;  »d 
which  he  doubted  not  would  hev«  wwcWd 
their  lordships.  He  bad  therefore*  wiihoat 
staying  to  enter  into  any  other  deceil,  dis- 
patched a  courier  to  them,  to  renew  tbose  in- 
structions phich  he  hoped  were  cleerij  ciia«||l 
signified  in  those  papers  which  hb  brother  car- 
ried* He  acquaints  them  that  the  doke  of 
Shrewsbury  hacf  decfaved,  that  their  lofdshipi 
had  orders,  in  case  the  French  complied,  ai 
they  now  actually  have  done,  to  aign  her  oa* 
jeatjr's  peace  with  France  without  farther  de- 
lay :  and  that  bis  grace  had  alto  dedaved,  thst 
in  this  case  her  mi^esty  would  open  dM  par- 
liamefit,  by -telling  them^  she  h»d   tsade  a 

KwitlilPranoe.    These  two  mefideratiaeii 
dship  says,  were  perham  the  most  pre^ 


come  roundly  into  her  majesty's  ptopositieas; 
and  the  queen  thinks  hendf,  fbrth»  feasoa, 
still  the  more  obliged  punctually  eed  i^iti- 
oosly  to  fulfil  these  proiaiK^.  The  latter^he 
will  herself  perform  on  Tuesday;  and  the  for- 
mer, it  is  ner  positive  conmiand  that  yoor 
lordships  make  good  as  fisst  as  the  oeccasar} 
forms  of  preparing  and  executing  the  isstfv- 
ments  will  allow.  And  his  lordship  hKikia; 
upon  it  now,  that  the  chief  difficulties  relmtiif 
to  the  treaty  of  peace  were  removed ;  aa  1^ 
wise  in  the  treaty  of  comcneroe,  by  the  tutttk 
drawn  by  himself,  and  proposed  by  the  doke  d 
Shrewsbui^,  he  gives  their  exo^ttenciet  poaitiai 
orders,  without  any  deUy,  to  execete  the 
treaties  of  peace  and  commerce  between  Orett 
Britain  and  France. 

On  the  7th,  and  SOth,  of  Mvch,  O.  S«  krf 
Bolingbroke  repeats  these*  posidve  orders,  aij 
insists,  that  the  peace  sboold  be  conciudai 
with  that  precipitation  which  her  rns^es^ 
would  have  used.  And  it  is  obsenrafale^  tfafl 
among  all  the  deitfands  that  were  made,  npid 
account  of  any  prince  or  potentate,  none  41 
this  time  tAet  with  the  least  regard ;  when,  m 
the  same  time,  the  interest  of  the  prince 
Ursini  is  espoused  in  the  strongest  tenna.  An 
in  the  same  letter,  Mareh  the  3d,  O.  S.  whc 
his  lordship,  speaking  of  the  consequence 
the  restoration-  of  the  elector  of  Bavaria 
his  electorate,  says,  **  Her  maiesty  dews 
much  enter  into  the  notion  of  the  degradatii 
of  Hanover  as  a  matter  of  any  tmportaso 
His  lordship  declares,  *^  That  the  prindpi^ 
in  some  part  of  the  Spanish  Netherhinds,  wit' 
revenue  of  30,000  crowns  demanded  for 
priricesa  Ursini,  must  be  madeto  the  empe 
and  aU  parties  concerned,  a  cooditioe, '  ] 
'  qua  000/  of  the  general  peace.^' 
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But  the  Brittsh  planipotentmnef^  who  were 
tosigQy  fasul  some  difficakiess  and  (hey  ec- 
qufloatJord  fiolin^broke;  We  could  buj  a 
greftt  deal  to  jottky  our  cautious  proceedings 
vrtth  the  French;  and  are  satisffed,  that  your 
lordaiiip  would  be  of  the  same  opioioo^  if  you 
were  to  see  ihek  way  of  negotiatiof  with  all 
the  allies ;  and  how  hard  it  is  for  us  lo  obtain 
here  what  to  your  lordship  seems  impossible' 
the  French  should  make  any  difficulty  to  grant/' 

The  repeated  orders  to  the  plenipotentiaries 
prevailed  at  last  so  iai  upon  them,  as  to  ae- 
qsaiot  tbeallies,  the  queen  found  it  necessary 
to  cooctude  her  own  peace  without  delay ;  and 
that Jtime  should  be  allowed  those  that  are  not 
ready ;  But  they  still  avoided  the  actaal  «^- 
•Bgy  till  the  rest  of  the  allies,  whose  treaties 
were  in  m  forwardness,  were  ready  to  sign  wich 
them$  and,  to  justify  them8elves>  they  acquaint 
Ihe  doklB  of  Shrewsbury^  that,  besides  other 
consideratioosy  their  chief  objection  was,  that 
Ihough  they  had  orders  to  sign  a  particular 
peace,  yet  their  full  powers  under  the  great 
•cal,  only  aodiorized  them  to  negotiate,  agree, 
and  conclude  the  conditions  of  a  good  and  ge- 
cecai  peace,  agreeable  to  the  interest  of  all, 
md  each  of  the  allies.  And  whdt  made  them 
nore  averse^  was  the  great  importunity  with 
flibich  the  Fasnch  pushed  them  to  sign  sepa- 
rately. We  are  surprised  at'  the  eagerness  of 
^e  French  ministers  to  have  us  conclude  with 
them  alone,  when  so  many  of  the  allies  are,  in 
A  manner,  ready  to  join  with  us ;  nor  can  we 
tnoo|h  apprehend  the  consequences  at  home 
0i  deiag  it  abne. 

•  Lord  BoUngbroke,  who  says  he  has  not  sa- 
ficityenon^  to  find  the  ohfections  that  the 
flenipotentiavies  had  made  to  their  "first  fnU 
fowers,  for  their  satisfoctioi^  sends  them  a 
•ev  commission,  and  repeats  to  them  posktve 
«rders  to  sign  and  conclude  with  France ;  for 
whieh  pnrpote  they  were  to  appoint  a  day  to 
desire  them  to  be  ready ;  and  at  the  same  time 
to  press  such  as  ooulil  not  be  ready  by  that 
day,  to  ^x  some  other  on  which  tliey  will  sign. 

By  this  new  commission,  his  lordship  tells 
4hem,  they  have  a  power,  as  before  <  tractandi 

*  conveniendiqua'  the  conditions  of  a  good  and 
fsneral  peace,  which  is  no  more  than  yon  are 
to  do  whan  you  are  to  offer,  jointly  with  the 
atinistert  of  France,  a  general  pkm  to  the 


Thcea  difficulties  of  the  plenipotentiaries 
■lade  n^  lord  treasurer,  who  never  failed  to 
eiert  himself  when  he  found  it  absolutely  ne- 
cessary, think  it  high  time  to  interpose  his  an* 
tfaority ;  and  accordingly,  March  the  Slst, 
K.  &  wrote  to  my  lord  Strafibrd  in  this  man- 
ner; "I must  fekcitateryour  eioellency  upon 
the  success  of  all  yoar  leal,  and  the  true  love 
|eo  have  ehewn  to  your  oueen,  yoar  country, 
md  repose  of  all  Europe.'^ 

The  remaining  danger  is,  lest  we  shonld 
saffer  slupwreck  in  the  sight  of  the  port.  The 
nation  hero  are  fivehundml  to  oae  fot  peace. 
The  warriors  are  driven  from  their  outworks  ; 
lb  hHwoWttcfciiit  they  i»ve  »  ^W»y »  •od 


I  most  say  this  operates  mOcb  here :  The  for- 
-ratnt  begins  to  work,  and  it  will  be  impossible 
to  answer  for  the  turn  the  House  of  Commons 
will  take,  if  these  delays  provoke  them  further. 
They  all  feel  how-  many  hundred  thousand 
•pounds  this  needless  protraction  costs  them. 
We  now  maintain  forty  nine  thoasand  effective 
men  by  land,  and  thirty  thousand,  within  a 
trifle,  l^  sea.  In  the  mean  time,  the  merchants 
lie  off,  and  will  not  come  into  port ;  the  amuse- 
ment of  stories  invented  by  the  foction,  and 
the  correspondence  and  encouragement  that 
PB>'ty  gives  to  their  friends  to  hold  out,  and  to 
wait  for  some  unhappy  accident  that  may  un- 
ravel all  which  is  done :  Add  to  this,  the  fll 
htnnour  which  will  grow  in  members,  by  neing 
kept  so  longin  town  idle  ;  and  in  one  word, 
all  that  has  been  unsettled  for  many  days,  is 
not  worth  one  day's  charge  England  is  .at  ex- 
traordinarily by  this  delay.  I  find  this  seems 
to  be  the  prevailing  universal  opinion  here;  and 
that  France  has  a.cquitted  herself;  the  only 
stop  is  now  at  Utrecht/'  Bot  this  stop  did  not 
now  reinaiu  lung ;  and  as  his  lordship  never 
yet  appeared  in  vain,  all  forcher  obstructions 
at  Utrecht  were  after  this  soon  removed.  April 
the  Ist-llth,  1713,  the  treaties  of  peace  and 
commerce  between  Great  Britain  an(|  France 
were  signed,  between  two  and  tluree  in  the  af- 
ternoon. This  example  was  followed  by  se- 
vend  of  the  allies,  who'  came  dropping  in  one 
afler  another }  and  last  of  aU,  when  it  was  h{  . 
vain  to  hold  out  any  longer,  the  Dutch  about 
midnight  signed  their  treaties  of  peace  an^ 
commerce ;  and  the  emperor  and  empire  alonie 
ohcte  rather  to  bear  the  whole  weight  t)f  the 
war,  than  submit  to  such  •disadvantageous  and  ^ 
dishonourable  terms  as  had  been  carvec!  oi^t 
for  tbem  by  Bngland  and  France. 

The  peace  being  thus  settled  hetwAeh  Great 
Britain  and  Frarice,  your  Committee  6nd,  from 
the  negotiation  whioh  remained  still  to  be  car- 
ried on  with  Spain,  that  the  oueen's  plenipotetf- 
tiaries  did  spQer  a  clause  to  be  inserted  at  thb 
end  of  the  15th  article  of  the  peace  with 
Spain,  whereby  they  gave  a  pretence  to  the 
^aniards  to  claim  a  right  to  ftsh  at  Neww 
foundland. 

The  words  of  the  article  are  these  :  Whereat 
it  is  insisted  on  the  part  of  Spain,  that  certain 
rights  of  fifthing  at  the  island  of  Newfoundland, 
belong  lo  the  Guipuscoans,  or  other  subjects  of 
the  catholic  king  ;  her  Britannic  majesty  con- 
sents and  agrees,  that  all  such  privileges  as  th^ 
Guipuscoans,  and  other  people  of  Spain,  are 
able  to  make  claim  to  by  right,  shall  be  allowed 
and  preserved  to  them. 

,  This  claim  of  the  Spaniards  is  contrary  to 
Che  7th  and  8th  articles  of  the  treaty  made  with 
that  cro^n  by  sir  William  Godolphin,  the  8th- 
i8th  July,  1670,  whereby  it  is  agreed,  that  thp 
most  serene  king  of  Great:  Britain^  his  heirfc 
and  successors,  shall  have^  hold,  keep,  and  en- 
joy for  ever,  with  plenary  right  of  sovereignty, 
dominion j^  possession,  ai^d  nroperty,  all  thos^ 
hmd,  regions,  islands,  colonies,  and  places^ 
wfastiocver^  bting<or  situated  in  the  Westlbdiet | 
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or  ID  anj  ptrtof  America  which  (he  leid  kiog 
of  Great  Britain,  end  his  subjects,  do  at  pre- 
sent hold  and  possess. 

And  thbt  the  subjects  and  inhabitaots,  mei^ 
chants,  captains,  uiasteis  of  ships,  mariners,  of 
the  kingdoms,  provinces,  and  dominions,  of  each 
confederate  respectively,  shall  abstain  and  for- 
bear to  sail  and  trade  in  the  ports  and  havens 
which  have  fottiBcalions,  castles,  magazines,  or 
.  ware-houses,  and  in  all  other  places  whatsoever, 
possessed  by  the  other  party  in  the  West  Indies ; 
to  wit,  the  subjects  of  the  kin^  of  Great  Britain 
iball  not  sail  unto,  and  trade  m  the  havens  and 
places,  which  the  cathoUc  king  holdeth  in  the 
aaid  Indies ;  nor  in  hke  manner,  shall  the  sub- 
jects of  the  king  of  Spain  fail  unto,  or  trade  in 
those  places,  which  are  possessed  there  by  the 
king  of  Greiat  Britain. 

The  board  of  trade  .was  consulted  upon  the 
.  Spaniards  claiming  a  right  to  fish  at  Newfoood- 
land  soon  after  the  late  peace,  andretomed  the 
following  answer  to  lord  Dartmouth,  dated 
June  13th  1713-13. 

That  in  obedience  to  her  majesty*8  com- 
mauds,  signified  to  us  by  ^our  lordships  of  the 
1st  instant,  we  have  considered  the  extract  of 
a  memorial  from  the  marquis  de  Monteleon,  re- 
lating to  a  claim  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Guipuscoa,  to  fish  on  the  coast  of 
Newfoundland  ;  and  thereupon  take  leave  to 
inform  your  bixbhip,  that  we  have. discoursed 
with  such  persons  as  are  able  to- give  us  infi>r- 
matioo  in  that  matter ;  and  we  find  that  some 
Spaniards  have  poine  thither  with  passes  from 
Wr  majesty,  and  others  may  have  fished  there 
privately ;  but  never  any,  that  we  can  leani, 
did  do  it  as  of  right  belonging  to  them. 

By  (he  act  to  encourage  the  trade  to  New- 
fbundlfuid,  passed  in  the  10th  and  11th  years  of 
,  luft  late  majesty,  when  we  were  in  amity  and 
.alliance  with  Spain,  it  is  declared  and  enacted, 
that  no  alien  or  stranger  whatsoever,  not  re- 
Mdiog  within  the  kin^om  of  England,  domi- 
nion of  Wales,  or  town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweedy 
ahall  at  any  time  hereafter  take,  bait,  or  use 
any  sort  of  trade  or  fishmg  whatsoever,  in  New- 
fouiKlIand,  or  in  a^y  of  the  islands  adjacent  t 
pursuant  to  which  act,,  instructions,  have  been 
^iven  every  year  to  the  commodores  of  the 
convoys,  to  pri^ent  foreigners  coming  thither. 

The  Committee  find  themselves  at  a  loss  to 
account  for  the  reasons  that  prevailed  with  the 
jninstry  to  admit  the*insertion  of  this  article  ; 
and  upon  this  occasion  they  think  themselves 
oblijfed  to  acquaint  the  House,  that  they  find 
verv  few  footsteps  remaining  of  the  whole  trans* 
action,  relating  to  commerce  with  Spain.  It 
appears  that  t^  management  of  it  was  entrusted 
livith  Mr.  GiUingham,  an  Irish  papist,  who  was 
sent  thither  for  that  purpose  ;  ror  which  reason 
lord  Lexington,  in  his  letters  to  lord  Dartmouth, 
fi^uently  excuses  himself  for  not  writing  upon 
that  subject,  Mr.  GiUingham  giving  such  full 
accounts  of  the  matter ;  notwithstanding  whidi, 
so  one  letter  from  Mr.  GiUingham  (e  the  se- 
cretaries office  can  be  found  ;  and  tha  com* 
mittee  are  induced  to  beUeve,  that  this  whale 


transaetion  was  carried  oo  by  aiiodMr  way. 
From  a  letter  of  lord  Leuogtoo  to  lord  Dart- 
mouth of  Jaauary  the  0th  1713,  wbernn  fail 
lordship,  speaking  of  the  business  of  comaaros, 
says,  <*  Mr.  GiUingham  gives  an  account  of  the 
steps  we  have  made,  so  1  don't  trouble  joa  wkk 
them  again ;  knowing  that  what  goea  to  mj 
lord  treasiirer,  is  the  same  as  to  yeartelf." 

From  this  passage  it  appears  evident  to  year 
Committee,  that  a  correspoadenoa  waa  earned 
on  between  the  earl  of  Oxford  and  Mr.  OiOiaf 
ham,  in  relation  to  our  treaty  of  cooimeroa  wA 
Spain.  But  fiu-frant  of  tlie  papers  which  passti 
between  them  upon  this  subject,  yonr  eenh 
mitte>e  is  likewiM  at  a  loss  to  find  what  mo- 
tives could  induce  Uie  British  raioiatrj  to  admit 
so  essential  an  alteration  of  the  treaty  o£  eoan 
merce,  signed  by  the  queen's  plempotentiarin, 
as  is  inade  by  the  three  explanatory  artJdei, 
as  they  are  called,  which  are  added  tt>  the  said 
treaty,  and  are,  in  an  unprecedented  lumian, 
inserted  in  the  ratification  of  it ;'  notwithiaad 
in^  it  doth  not  appear,  they  had  ever  beta  caa- 
seuted  to,  much  lets  signed,*  by  any  of  tbeqaeea's 
plenipotentiaries;  amongst  other  very  matend 
disadvantages  to  which  these  articles  salject 
our  merchants,  vour  Committee  is  iofbraaed, 
that,  by  virtue  of  them,  Spain  does  actaally  at 
this  time  demand  of  our  mercbanta  fourteen 
per  cent,  on  aoooontof  Cientos,  MiUoncs^  aad 
Alcavalns,  over,  and  above  fifteen  per  ccsM. 
which  they  exaa  for  other  duties,  (No.  44.) 
which  added  to  them,  amounts  to  no  less  thms 
tweniv  nme  per  cent,  whereas,  it  is  notorioas^ 
that,  during  the  reign  of  king  Charles  2,  of  Spain, 
the  whole  duties  exacted,  and  paid  by  oor  aser- 
chant8,fornU  goods  imported  to  the  seeaial 
pons  of  Spain,  computed  by  an  averaae^  did 
never  exceed  ten  per  cent.i>ut  rather  feH  abort 
of  it  By  what  management  these  artolea  vrcve 
ratified,  and  how  legm  and  warrantable  it  was 
to  affix  the  great  s^  to  articles  ^o  peraicioaB 
in  their  contents,  and  so  irregulariy  offered^  your 
Committee  must  submit  to  tbeconsidefatioa  af 
the  House. 

Your  Committee  -haring  thus  gone  thitmgh 
the  chief  transactions  relating  to  the  nenaciatieas 
of  peace  and  commerce,  proceed  to  offsr  to  the 
House  what  they,  have  found  nmterial  in  the 
papers  referred  to  them  concerning  theCatalaas. 

AfUr  several  onsuccessfol  attempts  by  the 
way  of  Portugal,  and  the  design  upon  CwioL^  to 
setde  king  Ckuies  on  the  throne  of  SfMin  ;  aad 
that  the  coufiiderate  fleet  had  ap|»eared  tufiiiL 
Barcelona  in  1704,  without  the  desired  sucmia ; 
her  majesty  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  Ifes, 
sent  Mr.  Crewe  as  her  minister  to  Genoa^  'wiih 
private  instructions  which  are  here  anncaed, 
(No.45.)totlie  following  efiiBot:Thatber>i^«i. 
ty  being  informed,  that  the  people  ofCatalarfk 
were  inclined  to  cast  off  the  yoke  impoaed  •  en 
them  by  the  French ;  and  by  niitidiawi^ 
themselves  from  the  power  of  the  dnke  of  Aajoa. 
to  return  to  the  obedience  of  the  Honae  af 
Austria,  was  desffoos  to  maintam  aad 
that  good  dispdkition  in  them  ;  and  to 
them  tQk..{Myt  the  laaie 


Digitized  by 


te.fpeadib 

Google 


Kziii] 


APftNDlK.^H€giHiaiimi/ar  Peace :  1715. 


llxxir 


m6  made  choice  of  him  to  carry  on  so  great  a 
rork,  ibr  the  advantage  of  her 'service,  and  the 
ood  of  the  common  cause.  He  is  therefore 
rdered  to  repair  to  Genoa,  Leghorn,  or  such 
tber  neutral  country  or  place,-  as  he  should 
idge  most  proper,  for  carrying  on  her  majesty's 
Mrvice  in'  this  particular ;  and  to  treat  with  the 
Catalans,  or  any  other  people  of  Spain,  abont 
^eir  coming  into  the  interest  of  Charles  the 
tiird  of  Spatn^  and  joining  witb|her  majesty  and 
er  allies.  For  that  purpose  he  is  to  inform 
oBself  what  number  of  forces  they  will  raise, 
nd  what'  they  expect  shall  be  sent  to  assist 
bem  :  If  any  of  the  nobility  insist  upon  a  sum 
I  money  to  be  advanced  to  them,  he  must 
•sure  them,  he  does  not  doubt  but  he  .shall  be 
npowered  to  remit  to  them  whatsoever  is  ne- 
easary  and  reasonable  for  their  support,  as 
9on  as  tfaey  are  actually  in  the  field  :  That  he 
boU  give  the  Catalans,  or  other  Spaniards,  as- 
ar«noe8T>f  her  majesty's  utmost  endeavours  to 
tocajre  the  establishment  of  all  such  rights  and 
nmunities  as  they  havefi:>raierly  enjoyed  under 
fie  House  of  Austria  ;  that  she  has,  for  their 
ivtbcr  sattsfactioo,  sent  to  king  Charles  the 
bird,  for  powers  for  confirming  the  same  to 
txeoi ;  and  that  she  is  willing,  if  they  insist  on 
t,  to  ^ive  her  guarranty  that  it  shall  be  done. 

Mr.  Crowe  had  also  a  commission,  (No.  46,) 
pf  the  same  date  with  his  iottmctions,  to  treat 
rith  the  Catalans  upon  the  terCns  before«men* 
ioned,  upon  this  express  condition  on  their 
ide,  that  they  should  acknowledge,  and  receive 
Jng.  Charles  as  lawful  king  of  Spain,  and  ut- 
eriy  renounce  the  House  of  Bourbon. 

He  had  with  this,  credential  letters,  (No.  47,) 
igned  by  the  queen,  directed  to  the  nobility, 
nagistrates,  and  all  officers,  civil  and  military, 
>f  Catalonia,  desiring  them  to  depend  upon  the 
promises  be  should  make  them  in  her  name. 

The  earl  of  Peterborqugh,  and  sir  Cloudesly 
shovel,  by  their  instructions,  (No.  48,)  dated 
Aay  Ist,  1705,  are*  likewise  ordered  to  use 
beir  endeavours  to  iaduoe  the  Catalans  to  join 
rich  them  in  their  undertakings:  and  to  anin 
nate  that  people  to  proseoite  their  liberty 
rith  mere  vigour,  they  are  empowered  to  as- 
ure  them  of  the  queen's  support,  and  to  pro* 
aiae  them  in  the  oueen's  name,  that  she  will 
ecnire  them  a  confirmation  of  their  rights  and 
n^ivileges  from  the  king  of  Spain,  that  they  may 
»e  setued  on  a  lasting  foundation  to  them  aod 
beir  posterities.  But  lest  peisuasions  alone 
bottfd  not  prevail,  they  are  ordered,  int^ase  the 
^acalaiifl  make  no  suimle  return  to  these  kind 
fiWs;  to  annoy  the  towns  on  the  coast  of  Spain, 
jrsd  to  reduce  them  by  force.' 

In  conformity  to  these  instructions,  a  de* 
laration  was  dracwn  here,  and  delivered  by  Mr. 
«cretary  Harley  to  the  earl  of  Peterborough, 
»r  1:^  lordship  to  publish  in  Spain,  full  of  as- 
lanincea  in  the  queen's  name,  of  support,  and 
f  tbeir  liberties  on  the  one  hand,  and  threats 
,n  the  other ;  which  dedaration  his  lordship, 
«i  his  arrival  in  Spain,  did  accordingly  publish, 
No.  49.) 

The  sQcceiseief  that  evpeditioa  oeed  not.be 


here  particularly  mentioned.  King  Chi^rles,  in 
his  letter  to  the  queen.  Oct.  2!^,  1705,  gives  an 
account  of  them,  and  what  they  were  owing 
to,  VIZ.  **  The  assurances  of  your  majesty? 
generous  protection,  upon  which  my  subjects 
m  Catalonia  expbse  their  lives  and  fortunes." 

No  want  of  fidelity  or  zeal  for  the  common 
cause,  during  a  long  war,  that  abounded  with 
extraordinary  tpms  of  fortune,  was  ever  ob- 
jected to  these  people;  on  the  contrary,  they 
received  to  the  last  the  applauses  of  the  allies,  - 
and  assurances  repeated  to  them  by  every  ge« 
neral  and  minister  that  was  sent  ftpm  ureat 
Britain  to  that  country,  that  they  should  never 
be  abandoned.  ^ 

When  the  queen  entered  into  separate  mea* 
sures  of  peace,  lord  Lexington  was  sent  ambas* 
sador  to  Spain ;  at  which  time,  Considering  the 
circumstances  of  king  Pliilip's  affairs,  and  the 
obligations  he  had  then  received  from  the 
qoeen,  the  Catalan  privileges,  if  plainly  de- 
manded and  insisted  upon,  could  not  have  been 
refiised,  and  without  it,  could  never  be  expected 
to  be  granted  to  a  people  so  remarkably  zealous 
for  the  common  cause. 

But  bis  lordship's  instrucdbns,  (No.  50,)  in- 
stead of  directing  him  to  insist  upon  this,  as  a 
condition  of  the  queen's  coming  into  the  peace, 
order  him  only  to  represent  to^the  court  bf 
Spain,  that  it  is  no  less  for  the  king's  interest, 
than  for  the  queen's  honour,  that  a  general 
amnesty  without  exception  be  granted  to  all 
Spaniards  who  have  adhered  to  the  House  of 
Austria,  and  in  a  particular  manner  to  the 
Catalans,  with  regard  to  their  persons,  estates, 
dignities,  and  privileges. 

These  Instructions,  though  very  defective,^ 
were  not  complied  wifli ;  for  lord  Lexington, 
in  the  11th  article  of  his  paper,  which  is  called 
demands^  (No.  51,)  delivered  to  the  court  of 
Spain  upon  his  arrival  there,  expresses  himself 
thus :  That  the  qoeen  prays  his  Catholic  ma- 
jesty, that  a  general  amnesty  without  excep- 
tion be  granted ;  but  leaves  out  the  words  m 
bis  instructions  with  regard  to  their  persons, 
estates,  dignities,  and  privileges. 

The  king[s  answer  was,  That  the  general  am- 
nesty relating  entirely  to  the  general  peace, 
was  not  proper  for  the  present  treaty;  and 
therefore  he  leaves  it  to  be  then  treated  of: 
that  his  majesty  wiH  make  use  of  his  great  cle- 
mency, provided  the  queen  will  contribute  to 
the  safety,  to  the  repose,  and  to  the  interests, 
of  so  many  faithful  subjects,  who,  according  to 
their  duty,  had  followed  his  righteous  cause  in 
FkindersI  and  in  all  the  parts  6f  Italy ;  and  that 
an  express  article  be  inserted  in  the  peace, 
wherein  it  shall  be  declared.  That  all  subjects 
who  have  done  their  duty,  by  adhering  to  his 
Catholic  majesty,  shall  he  established  m  their 
estates  and  honours,  of  what  nature  soever 
they  be,  which  they  enjoyed  when  they  were 
under  bis  obedience;  and  that  they  may  mort- 
gage, exchange  or  sell,  at  their  pleasure  ;  and 
that  they  ffaalT  have  full  liberty  to  continue  in 
the  service  of  their  king;  and  that  neither 
upon  tbb  pretext,  or  any  o^mrjivhatsoever. 
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eey  shtU  rccchre  the  least  prejudice,  or  the 
Ml  harm  in  cbetr  estates  and  honours,  or  any 
molestation  whatever,  and  that  anj  municipal 
law  10  the  contrary  (if  there  be  any  such)  shall 
ttie  made  void  bjr  the  treaty  of  peace. 

Lord  Lexington  transmits  this  answer  to 
£ugland,  whidi,  tbou^  containing  a  direct  re- 
fusal at  present  of  what  was  desired,  and  only 
general  assurances  of  clemency  from  the  king, 
on  conditions  that  could  not  possibly  be  ex- 
pected to  be  complied  with ;  yet  his  lordship 
m  his  letter  to  lord  Dartmouth,  writes  word, 
.  That  the  11th  article  (which  is  this  about  the 
Catalans)  was  agreed  to;  and  thinks  what 
the^  desire  is  but  justice :  and  then  goes  on ; 
"  Thot,  my  tord,  I  have  finished  my  negotiation 
in  the  best  manner  I  could,  and  hope  it  will  be 
to  her  majesty's  satisfaction.'^ 

No  dissatisfaction  was  shewn  bj  the  ministry 
in  England,  either  with  this  manner  of  nego- 
^  (iating,  or  the  fruitlessness  of  it,  bat  he  is  or- 
dered to  proceed  in  the  business,  both  as  it  was 
an  act  ot  humanity,  which  every  one  to  the 
Utmost  of  their  power  ought  to  promote ;  and 
that  the  interest  of  the  king  of  Spain  was  most 
nearly  concerned*  hy  that  means  to  get  the 
Germans  out  of  the  counrry. 

Hereupon  another  memorial  for  an  tunnesty 
is  presented-,  the  motive  used  to  induce  the 
king  to  grant  it,  is  his  own  interest,  and  to  re- 
move the  Germans,  without  any  notice  taken 
of  the  queen*s  lionour  being  concerned  in  the 
affair. 

The  kin^  answered,  That  the  Catalans  had 
deserved  liule  from  him ;  that  they  were  now 
reduced  to  a  smalUextent  of.  around,  by  the 
withdrawing  of  the  troops  of  Britain  and  Por- 
•  tugal;  that  his  troops,  and  those  of  the  king  Ida 
|prandfatber,  were  entering  into  their  country 
Dv  three  several  ways ;  therefore  more  in  com- 
plaisance to  the  queen,  than  for  the  arguments 
that  had  been  oflered,  he  was  willing  to  grant 
his  pardon  to  those  Catalans,  who  acknowledg- 
ing his  clemency,  and  repenting  them  of  their 
error,  should  submit  to  his  doounion  and  vas- 
salage, within  a  time  to  be  prefixed. 
.  Count  SinxendorflT,  in  the  project  for  evacu- 
ating Catalonia,  insisted  upon  the  preserving 
the  people  their  privileges:  but  the  king  of 
Spain  refused  it,  and  would  only  grant  Xhpm  an 
amnesty  and  pardon. 

Lord  Dartmouth  in  his  letters  both  to  the 
marquis  de  Monteleone,  and  brd  Lexii^gton, 
says,  He  pannot  express  the  queen's  surprise  to 
hktf  that  the  privileges  of  the  Cetalans  wem 
iu)t  intended  to  be  preserved  to  them  by  the 
court  of  Spain ;  that  those  privileges  were  ne- 
cessarily included  in  the  meaning  of  a  general  - 
amnesty  already  granted;  that  this  was  an  af- 
fair wherein  the  queen's  honour  was  extremely 
concerned,  and,that  she  was  obliged  bj  motives 
"*  of  conscience  not  to  depart  from  at.  Lord 
Lexington  is  hereupon  ordered  to  insist  again 
mpon  it,  in  the  strongest  manner  imaginable ; 
that  when  tbekkio^  of  Spain  is  convinced  of 
Ler  mij  est/s  steadmess,  and  the  firmness  of  her 
resolution  tp  adhert  to  this  deotaod;  do  douU 


be  will  yield  to  what  has  been  so  s&lettiiily  pre- 
mised, and  is  in  itself  so  reasonable.  That  th« 
marquis  de  Monteleone,  being  restrained  by  he 
instructions  from  treating  upon  this  pointy  the 
negotiating  of  it  must  inttrelyiie  upon  led 
Lexington. 

Accordingly  his  lordship  presents  anodisr 
memorial  f^  a  general  amnesty,  with  the  oeo- 
firmation  of  all  their  privileges.  The  amnesty, 
he  says,  was  granted,  but  the  privileges  inbrely 
refused,  and  m  such  a  positive  stile  as  he  never 
met  with,  but  in  demanding  a  tract  of  gteid 
about  Gibraltar. 

In  another  letter,  speaking  of  the  many  d» 
nials  be  met  with  in  Spain,  he  says,  **  limgjk 
are  not  here  upon  the  same  foot  as  tbey  were 
before  the  suspension,  for  the  king  told  me 
these  words.  We  know  that  the  peace  is  as  ne- 
cessary for  you  as  for  us,  and  that  yoa  will  set 
break  it  off  for  a  trifle.*^ 

It  may  seem  at  first  sight  mmcpoaotahk 
how  the  queen's  endeavours  could  /ail  of  aae^ 
cess,  when  she  declared  her  consdenoe  was 
conceraed  in' this  matter,  and  that,  tboogh  she 
desired  a  peace,  she  would  not  act  incoasisl- 
ently  with  honour  and  justice  to  obtain  it. 

The^  first  fatal  step,  to  the  ruin  of  the  Cata* 
lans,  was  the  orders  sent  lord  Lexington,  (ooo* 
trary  to  his  first  instruuiions)  upon  his  arrival 
at  Madrid  to  acknowlege  Philip  as  king  ef 
Spain  in  a  private  audience,  before  any  one 
article  of  peace  or  commerce^ was  settled  with 
bim,  which  put  him  in  a  condition  of  refining 
this,  and  whatever  else  he  should  think  fit. 

The  manner  how  Spain  gained  this  impels 
taut  point  appears  to  be  as  follows:  Lord 
Dartmenth  bad  acquainted  Mr.  Prior,  that 
lord  Lexihgton  was  not  to  acknowledge  Pbihp 
as  king  of  Spain,  till  he  had  agreed  to  the  de- 
mands his  brdship  was  to  make  in  the  queen's 
name« 

However  lord  Dartaiouth  thinks  it  ecmve* 
nient  the  sentiments  of  the  French  court  shaald 
be  known  upon  this  matter  as  soon  as  poasi* 
ble. 

This  method  of  proceeding  with  Spain  was 
very  misch  disliked  ip  France,  and  Mr.  Prior 
writes  lord  Dartmouth  a  verjr  elaborate  letter^ 
of  M.  de  Torcy's  reasons  to  induce  oar  nuQiebry 
to  recede  from  that  point,  and  oeoclodes  with 
this  remarkable  one?  *'  That  the  whale  treaty 
beiofc  eventual,  this  acknowledmnent  of  Phihp 
as  king  of  Spain,  would  fall  as  tte  ether  points, 
aniess  the  conditioas  were  made  good,  and  the 
peace  agreed  and  ratified.'' 

Hereupon  loid  Beliugbroke  determioet  this 
matter  in  favour  of  Spain,  by  impeting  the 
former  direction* to  lord  Dartmouth's  mistaking 
the  queen's  meanmg :  And  writes  Mr.  Priot 
word  that  he  was  equally  surprised  and  vaxed, 
to  find  by  the  uncouth  way  of  exphuaiag  the 
qaeeu's  sense,  that  Mr.  Prior  had  been  M-to 
imagine  it  was  intended  lord  Lexin^toa  elieald 
make  any  difficulty  of  ackoowlec^mg  the  king 
of  Spain  as  soch.  **  The  proceeding  this  way^ 
by  acknowledging  the  king  in  the  first  •alaee^'' 
(Hya  hh  lerd&p>)  ^  fms  MUwaly  ofd,  and 
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•nesccptionable,  i>ufi  any  other  tebenie  is 
akswrdy  and  inoonsistent  with  all  the  rest  of 
ear  proceedings/'  And  then  concludes^  **  for 
God's  eake^  dear  Mat.  hide  the  nakedness  of  ihy 
country,  and  give  the  best  turn  thy  feriile 
brain  will  ftirni^  thee  with,  to  the  blunders  of 
thj  coontrjmeny  who  are  not  much  better  po- 
liticians than  the  French  arc  ^f>oets." 

Lord  Dartmoatb  it  seems  thought  fit  tO  e6- 
i|oiesoe,  and  tbe  same  day  that  this  letter  was 
writ,  dispatched  orders  to  lord  Lexington,  to 
acknowledge  king  Philip  in  the  first  pia^e, 
aotwithstaading  his  former  instmctions  to  the 
contrary. 

Bot  to  return  to  the  Catalans.  Nor  did  the 
■iiDiaters  shew  that  zeal  for  tlie  queen's  honour 
as  nnsght  be  expected,  but  plainly  gave,  this 
aaatter  up.  Lord  Bolingbroke,  m  his  letter  to 
the*q«iee<i^  plenipotentiaries  at  Utrecht,  tells 
them,  it  is  not  for  the  interest  of  England  to 
preterve  tbe  Catalan  liberties;  and  likewise 
begs  leave  to  OMtke  an  observation  to  them,  that 
tbe  Catalan  privileges  are  the  power  of  the  purse 
mnd  sword ;  but  that  the  Castillian  privileges, 
which  the  kli^  of  Spain  will  give  them  (in  ex- 
change lor  their  Catalan)  are  the  liberty  of 
tradingy  and  resorting  to  the  West  Indies,  and 
a  capacity  of  holding  those  beneficial  employ- 
Bents  tbe  kiag  has  to  bestow  in  America ; 
which,  says  his  lordship,  '*  are  of  infinitely 
greater- value  to  liiose  who  intend  to  live  in  a 
due  subjictioa  to  authority.'' 

**  Lord  Lexington  also,  instead  of  supporting 
tbe  Catalan  privileges,  treated  the  pKM>ple  as 
leb^  ;  and  to  induce  Spain  to  make  peace 
with  Portugal,  pots  M.  Orry  in  mind  of  the 
necessity  Spdih  is  in  of  withdrawing  their  troops 
from  Andalusia,  in  order  to  end  the  rebellion 
of  the  Catalans.    (No.  53.) 

When  the  convention  was  forced  upon  the 
emperor  for  the  evacuating  Catalonia,  the 
iaiperial  ministers  at  Utrecht  insisted  upon  the 
preserving  b^  that  treaty  the  privileges  of  Ca- 
talonia, Majorca,  and  Ivica;  but  France  and 
ber  confederates  insisting,  that  that  matter 
dwold  be  referred  to  the  peace,  tbe  imperial 
ministers  at  last  acquiesced,  upon  the  queen  of 
Great  Britain's  declaring  again^  that  tht  would 
interpose  ber  good  offices  in  the  most  effectual 
loaAner  to  obtain  the  privileges  of  Catalonia, 
Mi^orcai  and  Ivica  :  And  the  French  king 
engaged  at  the  same  time  to  join  his  endeavours 
for  that  purpose.  Hereupon  the  negociation  in 
Spain  was  kept  up  till  our  treaty  of  peace  with 
that  crown  was  ripe,  by  which  the^Catalan 
Kberties  were  to  be  abandoned.  This  lord 
Lexington  si^nied,  contenting  himself  with 
protesting  against  that  article,  at  the  same  time 
ae  signed  it ;  as  he  had  writ  word  before  he 
tntemied  to  do,  and  that  therefore  the  queen 
was  intirely  at  liberty  to  reject  it. 

Notwithstanding  the  king  of  Spain's  former 
fafusaU  Inrd  Lexington  is  again  directe<l  to 
insist  upon  the  Catalan  privileges,  and  is  a^in 
told,  «'  That  the  queen  thought  herself  ohhged 
by  tbe  strongest  ties»  viz.  those  of  honour  and 
coBScif  Bcej  to  inaiat  upon  it,  for  a  peopla  whom 


the  necessity  of  tbe  war  bad  oUiEed  ber  to 
draw  into  her  interest.  His  kwdship  had  signed 
tbe  treaty  with  Spaia  befi^ire.  these  oedecs  lo 
present  another  memorial  arrived. 

He  thereupon  acquaints  the  marquis  of  Bed« 
mar,  ibat  he  was  sorry  he  was  obliged  4o  do' 
any  thing  which  he  knew  was  against  the  king's 
sentiments,  but  having  received  express  orders,  ^ 
he  most  follow  his  duty,  and  present  tbe  ibl'* 
lowing  memorial* 

^*  Tbe  under-written  minister  of  tbe  queen  of 
Great  Britain,  in  pursuance  of  the  strict  orders 
he  received  the  last  post,  is  obliged  most  humbly- 
to  renew  the  instances  he  lias  so  frequently 
made  to  your  m^esty,  in  favour  of  the  Cata- 
lans ;  The  queen  orders  him  to  represent,  that 
she  has  nothing  more  at  heart,  than  to  obtain 
for  those  people  the  same  privileges  they  fi>r« 
marly  enjoyed;  which  she  thinks  herself  obliged 
to  do,  by  the  two  strongest  motives  that  are 
possible,  vis.  honour  and  conscience,  that  sba 
may  not  leave  a  uatioB,  which  the  misfortune 
of  war  obliged  her  to  draw  into  ber  interest, 
in  a  worst  condition  than  she  fbuncithem.  Sh«< 
hopes,  that  after  all  the  pains  she  has  taken  fbr 
procuring  a  s<iiid  and  lasting  peace  to  £urope^ 
your  majesty  will  .not  leave  ber  with  the  grief 
of  having  Men  the  occasion  of  tbe  loss  of 'the 
privileges  of  that  people,  but  ,  rather,  that  in 
regard  to  tbe  strict  iiriendsbip  vrhich  with  God  V 
blessing  is  so  near  being  established  between 
both  your  majesties,  as  well  as  tbe  union  so 
necessary  to  the  interests  of  both  nations;  your , 
majesty  will  not  make  any  difficulty  any  longer 
to  grant  this  favour  to  her  majesty  which  she  has 
so  much  at  heart." 

**  The  Marquis  de  Bedmar's  answer  to  this 
memorial  was,  that  this  point  aboot  the  Cata*- 
lans  having  been  debated  in  the  treaty  lately 
concluded,  and  signed  in  this  court  by  his  ex-* 
cellency  and  bimSelf,  which  his  excellency  will 
own,''and  may  be  pleased  to  acknowledge,  tha 
king  does  not  see  tba\  any  thing  fiirther  is  to  be 
'  done  in  t}ie  matter. 

*'  This  treaty  was  sent  to  England,  and  ra- 
tified by  the  queen.  Lord  Dartmouth  says  that 
lord  Belingbroke  had  the  principal  share  ia  the 
negociation,  and  that  tbe  article  of  the  Cata- 
lans was  put  in  as  soft  terms  as  was  consistent 
nith  tbe.  queen's  honour  to  allow. 

The  terms  of  the  treaty  are,  that  tbe  Catalans 
shall  have  the  same  privileges  as  the  king's  best 
beloved  subjects  the  CastUians  enjoy. 

When  the  king  of  Spain  bad  received  this 
convinciog  proof  of  our  o>«ni8tnr'8  attachment 
to  his  interests,  and  that  tlie  b^K>re  mentioned^ 
ties  of  the  queen's  honour  and  conscience  were 
of  no  force  with  them  when  opposed  to  his  de* 
sires,  he  takes  a  further  step,  and  directly  pro^ 
poses  to  lord  Lexington,  that  the  queen  would 
assist  him  with  ships  to  block  up  Barcelona, 
(No.  56.) 

His  lordship's  answer  was,  that  be  was  afiratd 
this  proposal  would  meet  with-  this  difficuUyy 
that  her  majesty  would  be  very  anwilliog  t» 
lend  her  ships  to  exterminate  a  people  that  had 
taken  up  srmi  ia  a  ^rtat  mtu^  at  ibe  i 
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ndoa  of  her  miaiiton;  tnd  tku  alie  woald 
think  the  bad  dose  enough  to  gratify  tha  king 
ia  not  insisting  upon  the  preienriog  for  them 
their  ancient  liberties,  witooat  belpiiig  to  de- 
stroy them.  But  the  regard  the  ministrT  had 
to  this  request  of  the  king,  will  afterwards  ap- 
*  pear. 

The  French  ambassador  and  the  Princess  des 
Ursins  proposed  to  lord  Leaiogton,  and  the 
night  before  he  left  Madrid^  the  king  seat  for 
bim^  and  engaged  him  to  write  a  letter,  con- 
certed with,  and  approved  by,  the  king,  to  the 
regency  of  Bmrcelona,(No.  57.)  advising  them  to 
sobmit  themselves  to  their  king.  His  lordship 
assores  them  of  his  constant  endeavoors  to  do 
the  best  h^  could  for  them;  that  God  had  not 
permitted  him  to  do  more  than  ho  had  done : 
That  if  they  would  take  their  resokitions  soon, 
before  he  was  oat  of  Spain,  he  Wookl  write  for 
them  in  the  manner  tliey  .should  desire ;  and 
concludes  his  letter  with  '«tw  aasoiances  of  hit 
concern  for  their  intesests. 

To  make  this  appear  the  more  friendly  to 
them,  beteUsthem,  be  had  entrusted  the  con* 
tul  at  Alicantto  get  this  letter  conveyed  to 
them,  upon  some  preteace  or  other ;  though  a 
doplicala  of  it  was  also  sent  to  the  count  of 
Laoheraiae,  one  of  the  king  6f  Spain's  generals 
before  the  town,  with  direction  to  have  it  sent 
in  as  by  a  deserter,  without  bis  knowledge. 
(No.  58.) 

Mr.  Burch,  his  lordship's  secretary,  amongst 
other  reasons,  gives  this  for  the  writing  this  let- 
ter ;  that  if  the  Cutalttaaiiad  a  mind  to  acc6iir> 
modate,  the<|oeen  would  have  the  mediation^ 
and  if  they  bad  not,  that  then  the  court  of  Spain 
weoid  see,  that  her  majesty  wopld  be  always 
ready  to  serve  them.    (No.  59.) 

Bnt  this  artifice  to  induce  tne  Catalans  to 
abandon  their  defooce  in  hopes  of  bis  lordship's 
good  offices,  had  no  effect  upon  men  determined 
to  die  for  the  liberty  of  their  country. 

Nothing  hot  force  oould  extort  that  from 
them:  and  therefore  sir  Patrick  lawless,  in 
September,  17  IS,  presents  a  anemorial  (No.  60,) 
to  the  same  effect  with  what  was  proposed  the 
nsonth  before  to  lord  Lexington  in  Spain,  setting 
forthr  thai  the  Cotalans  and  Majorcans  had  not 
submitted  themselves  to  the  king's  obedience, 
and  interrupted  all  commerce  and  correspon- 
dence in  the  Mediterranean ;  and  submits  it  to 
the  consideration  of  the  queen,  not  only  as 
gorantee  of  the  treaty  of  evacuation;  but  as  it 
concerned  the  interests  of  Great  Britain:  and 
therefore  his  catholic  .majesty  hopes  the  queen 
will  order  a  squadron  of  her  ships  to  reduce 
bis  subjects  to  their  obedience,  and  thereby 
complete  the  tranquillity  of  Spain,  and  of  the 
Mediterranean  commerce. 

As  soon  as  the  season  of  the  year  would 
permit,  a  fleet  is  accordingly  fitted  out  for  the 
mediterranean,  under  the  command  of  sir 
James  Wishart,  whose  first  instructions  bear 
date  88  Feb.  and  the  additiiand,  ^18  March 
1713-14  by  which  (No  61,  and  69.)  he  is  ordered 
to.inforoe  a  strict  observance  of  the  treaty  of 


of  the  ^aacii's  enlMCt^  ef  iotemqitMrd 
ooauneroe^  or  dapfedatioos  bj  the  ismsk  d 
Gatalooia,  Majorca,  Sardinia,  Napbu^  aad 
other  plaoas,  to  demand  restitution  ;  am!,  ■ 
case  of  refusal^  to  make  reprisals.    To 


with  the  fleet  before  Baraelona,  tbeo  besieged 
by  the  enemy,  aad  demand  immediate  pay- 
osent  of  the  value  of  the  queen's  stores  in  tfat 
towa,  or  asuffideot  seonrity  for  pajrat  in 
soflse  reasonable  time.  To  take  care  ao  time 
his  arrival  before  the  town,  aceordioft  la  the 
advicea  from  lord  Biogley,  then  des^Bcd  to  be 
sent  to  Spain ;  by  the  strongest  represea 
to  induce  the  regency  of  Barcelona  to 
of  the  terms  that  shall  be  obtained  for 
To  take  all  the  necessary  measures  pmtwamatto 
the  queen'sintemions  to  jmt  an  €Bd  to  the 
confusions  that  now  reiga  m  those  parta:  Aad 
all  proper  methods  of  persuasion  to  uduoe 
the  mbabitants  of  Majorca  to  submit  to  the 
terms  that  shall  be  offered  tbem;  and  incase 
of  refosal,  to  employ  his  squadron  iir  coaate- 
nandog  and  assisting  all  attemps  which  wsmj 
be  made  for  reducing  them  to  a  doe  obedience. 

It  may  not  b^  improper  in  this  place,  to  take 
notice, 

1st,  That  although  the  qneenhad  riisigid 
herself,  by  the  treaty  of  evacuattoo,  to  mter- 
pose  her  good  offices  in  the  meet  cilectuai 
manner  to  obtain  the  Catalans  their  tibertsee, 
yet  instead  thereof  the  most  ^ffisetoal  aiethods 
were  used  to  the  contrary;  and  Mr.  Pisor  ac^ 
quainted  Monsieur  Torcy,  that  the  queen  was 
assured  the  Catalans  would  sobmit  upon  the 
terms  before  offered  by  the  king  of  Spain,  with- 
out so  much  as  mentioning  their  ancient  privi- 
leges any  more.  (No  63.) 

Sdk,  That  the  French  kin^  wko  had  put 
himself  under  the  same  obligation  as  tbe  f)oeea 
by  the  said  treaty,  after  this  account  from  Mr. 
Prior,  of , the  queen's  sentiments,  thought  fit 
also  not  to  ask  for  their  privileges ;  Mr.  Torcr 
also  alleging,  that  the  kmg  hmd  little  interest 
with  tiie  court  of  Spain. 

Sdly,  That  Britain  was  under  tbe  'same  ea«J 
gagementa  b^  that  treaty,  to  support  tbe  pii^ 
vileges  of  Majorca,  as  those  of  Catalonia,  m 
the  time  fir  James  Wishart  had  dirett  ordcfl 
to  attadt  them.  1 

4thly,  That  when  these  rigorons  measort 
were  farming  against  the  Catalans,  lord  Be 
lingbroke  writes  word  to  Mr.  Prior,  that  l^ 
what  we  observe  in  tbe  Catalan  agent  here,  e 
whom  we  have  never  takeu  the  least  notice  a 
a  public  mAn,  it  is  pretty  plain  that  a  reasani 
ble  aoooromodation  might  be  made,  as  be  e4 
presses  it,  with  that  turbulent  people.  (No.  64 
What  was  caUed  turbulency  ra  the  Catalan 
may  appear  by  their  answer  to  the  duke  < 
Popoli,  the  king  of  Spain's  general,  who  sua 
moned  them  to  surrender.  They  told  hi 
they  would  die  rather  ttian  be  slaves;  bl 
if  their  ancient  liberties  were  confirmed  I 
them,  they  would  open  their  gates,  and  recetf 
him  frith  ail  gladness. 

The  House  of  Lords  expressed  their  conceli 


evacuation  in  aU  its  partly  upoa  any  complfaou  tin  a  pablipmaaaer  for  the  mii^^  Q 
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•limt^aMlbytheiracMms  tolbei|««e5,  the 
\d  of  Af»Dly  1714,  mode  it  their  most  faomble 
ktkd  earnesc  request  to  her  nfRJestyy  that  she 
»oQid  be  gcaoiousij  pUesed  to  contiiiiie  her 
dterposition  in  the  most  pressing  maaoer, 
hat  the Cataknsmay hare  the  fuU entoyment 
»f  their  just  aoil  andent  prifiieges  continaed  to 
hem.  • 

Her  mi^estv's  Answer  was,  that  at  the  tim6 
he  concluded  her  peace  with  Spain,  she  re- 
ohredtoose  her  ioterposiiion  npon  every  oc- 
ttsion  for  obtaining  those  liberties,  and  to 
ireveot,  if  possible,  the  misfortunes  to  which 
hat  people  are  exposed,  bj  the  condnct  of 
hose  more  nesrl^  cdncemed  to  help  them. 

Hereupon,  for  form's  sake,  and  to  allay  the 
adignation  conceived  against  the  ministry  by 
he  people  in  general,  who  compamonated  the 
»lamities  of  those  who  fought  fuv  iiberty,  the 
lemand  of  the  Catalan  privileges  is  again  put 
lown  in  lord  Bingley's  instructions,  who  was 
»efore  ordered  lo  go  to  Spain,  but  was  never 
ent. 

So  that  the  only  favour  obtained  from  the* 
aioifttrv  by  this  earnest  address  of  the  House 
if  Lords,  m  behalf  of  the  Catalans,  was  an  inti- 
aaiioB  sent  by  lord  Bolingbroke  to  the  admiral 
tot  to  appear  before  Barcelona  nor  to  attack  the 
llajorcaos,  till  he  should  hear  from  lord  Bing- 
ey  and  receive  directions  from  England.  And 
Jso  a.  letter  from  his  lordship  to  Mr.  Grimaldo, 
ibove  two  months  after  the  Addr^,  though 
he  town  was  invested"  at  the  time  of  making 
t ;  wherein  he  makes  a  kind  and  friendly  com- 
ilaiot,  as  he  terms  it,  that  the  Catalan  privi- 
eges  had  not  been  yet  granted  them,  nor  any 
ea^onable  terms  off<^,  which  they  must 
ither  hove  accepted,  or  forfeited  the  queen's 
;ompassion,  and  that  of  the  whole  world. 

Tbcadmiral  had  also  his  scniples,  whether 
MS  orders,  couched  in  ambiguous  terms,  would 
ustify  bim.in  attacking  B^celona.  He.  there- 
ore  writes  to  lord  fidinbroke  and  lord  Biogley 
ipoQ  it,  and  submits  it  to  lord  Bin^ley's,  consi- 
leration,  whether  the  Catalans,  might  not  re- 
use conditions  that  may  be  most  advanCBgeout, 
r  the?  find  he  is  not  to  act  by  force ;  and  de- 
ires  tiiat  his  orders  to  act  before  Barcelona^ 
ither  by  force  or  otherwise,  may  be  very  plain 
nd  clear,.assnring  him  that  be  will  most  punc- 
ually  obey  those  already  ipiven  him,  and  such 
s  he  shj^ll  hereafter  receive* 

When  sir  James  Wishart  arrived  at  Cadiz, 
le  gave  the  governor  a  list -of  the  ships  under 
is  cooimand  for  the- Mediterranean  service, 
rho  sent  it  immediately  to  Madrid;  but  though 
Bveral  meuages  came  frobi  court  to  the  go- 
ernor  during  the  admiral's  stay  there,  no  one 
ompliment  was  mode  him,  to  signify  his  ar- 
ival  was  welcome,  or  any  question  asked  about 
^hat  services  be  was  to  perform,  which  a  little 
urprised  him  rth^  as  soon  as  they  had  an  ac-' 
oont  at  Madrid,  of  his  arrival  at  Cadii,  Mr. 
)rry  was  dispatched  to  Catalonia  with  full 
lower  to  treat  with  the  Catalans;  so  that, 
a^8  he^  it  would  appear,  that  though  the  4ing 
)l  Spain  has  all  the  advantage  of  the  queen's 
Vol.  YU. 


shiJM,  as  much  as  if  they  were  actually  hefortf 
Barcelona,  by  representing  to  those  people, 
which  they  very  well  km)W,  our  arrival  in  these 
parts,  and  how  far  we  are  on  our  way  to  tha 
Mediterranean,  yet  the  king  would  nof  seem  to 
owe  the  soccess  of  such  agreement  to  the 
qneen  and  her  ships,  but  to  France  onlv. 

But  this  negotiation  of  Mr.  Orry  /ailing  of 
soccess,  by  the  Catalans  refosiog  to  submit 
without  having  their  liberties  granted  them, 
obliged  the  court  of  Spain  to  take  more  notice 
than  otherwise  they  were  inclined  to  do  of  the 
admiral,  who  from  Alicant  writes  to  lord  Bing^ 
lejT,  thte  expected  at  Madrid,  that  he  had  re- 
ceived a  very  civil  letter  from  Mr.  Grimaldo^ 
Y\  ho  scot  him  the  king^  order  for  exempting 
the  provisions  for  the  fleet  from  paying  any 
du^.  Hetelb.hira,  that  this  exemption  v^as 
usually  granted  to  the  admiral  himself  that 
commanded,  but  bctn^  a  trifle,  he  submits  it  to 
his  lordship's  better  judgment,  whether  the 
granting  him  this  might  not  be  a  means  to^prc- 
vent  any  thing  that  migbt  be  intended  by  the 
conrt  at  Madrid  more  to  his  advaatage,  and 
leaves  it  to  his  lordship's  consideration  what 
may  be  most  for  bis  interest  at  that  place ;  and 
hopes  by  his  friendship  to  And  some  marks  of 
favour  nom  thence  in  regpd  to  his  ex  pence  in 
this  expedition,  so  much  intended  for  tneir  ser-^ 
vice,  and  for  which  lie  has  no  allowance  from 
home  but  his  pay,  which  will  not  defray  half  lut 
charges,  (No.  66.) 

In  another  letter  of  sir  James  Wishart  to 
h>rd  fiingley,  he  acqqaists  his  lordship,  that 
though  he  had  fbrmealy  desired  him  to  move  the 
kin^  of  Spain,  that  the  grant  of  exemption  of 
duties  for  provisions  for  the  Fleet  migliS  be 
made  to  himself,  vet  upon  farther  consideration 
of  the  matter,  which  is  but  of  small  moment, 
and  may  appear  g^reater  at  the  court  of  Spaia 
and  Englaad  than  really  it  is,  he  desires  his  exr> 
cellency  not  to  take  any  notice  of  it,  but  let  it 
stand  as  it  does;  and  desires  his  excellency's 
countenance  and  assistance  upon  any  other  oo» 
casion,  that  the  court  of  Madrid  might  take  to 
express  their  good  will  to  him,  (No.  ^.)  Nor 
was  it  long  l^fbre  the  admiral  save  the  court 
of  Spain  more  particular  proofs  that  he  was  not 
unworthy  of  their  expected  favours. 

After  Barcelona  had  been  invested  a  ooasi-^ 
derable  time  by  the  Spaniards,  and  reduced  t» 
great  difficulties  for  want  of  provisions,  tha 
French  king,  though  engaged  with  the  queen, 
by  the  treaty  of  avacoatioB,  taemploy  his  good 
offices  in  the  most  eflfectaal  manoor,  in  fuvour 
of  the  Catalan  liberties,  thoughl  fit  to  send  his 
troops  against  them,  commanded  by  marshal 
Berwick,  who  opened  the  trenches  before  Bar- 
celona, the  first  of  July  O.  S.  1714.  And  on 
the  8th  of  the  same  month,  sir  James  Wisbarr, 
in  the  queen's  name,  writ  them  a  threatening 
leuer,  (No.  67.)  directed  to  tbe  deputies,  and 
others  who  possessed  the  government  there, 
lelhiig  them,  that  complaints  had  been  made  of 
tlieir  disturbing  the  commerce  of  the  queen's 
subjects,  and  that  they  had  insolently  presumed 
to  take,  carry  up,  and*^lunder,  their  ships^  and 
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«wed  th«  men  b  a  btrbaroni  maiiMr ;  he  hUd 
therefore  thought  fit  tm  tend  capouii  Gordon 
with  two  meo  ofwar^  to  represent  to  thtm  these 
UDwamuitahle  tod  presamptuoiis  proceedings ; 
•nd  by  the  queen*8  commaiKl  dentands  imme- 
dUte  satisfaction  for  the  samej^and  thepnmsh- 
meot  of  the  officers  of  the  ships  with  the  ut* 
most  severity.  Kthif  heootputictaall^coaphed 
with,  he  leaves  it  to  tbemselvet  to  j«idge  what 
the  coQseqaences  may  be. 

The  deputies  returned  Answer,  (No.  68.)  that 
only  one  of  those  vessels  mentioaed  in  ^tain 
Gordon's  memorial,  was  taken  by  them  iato 
Barcelona,  being  laden  wkh  sak,  for  which 
they  paid  the  price  immediately  to  tho'captmtf 
of  It :  that  being  besieged,  they  thought  they 
might  do  so  with  justice,  and  by  the  law  of  na- 
tions; that  they  were  far  iirom  living  like 
pirates,  as  their  enemies  suggested  in  order  to 
distress  them,  b?  prevandnit  any  one's  coming 
with  provisions  tor  their  rehef ;  that  what£a^ 
lish  vessels  had  entered  thetr  Port  with  provi- 
•ions,  bad  been,  well  treated,  and  had  firealy 
•old  theii'  merchandiiei  and  at  a  higher  pdce 
than  they  could  have  got  any  where  else ;  tha» 
they  bad  paid  them  with  their  best  sort  of 
>  teoney,  and  to  all  their.satisfaotions ;  that  they 
had  that  day  pnbKshed  an  order,  iorbidding 
upon  pain  of  death  any  of  their  ships  to  mdlmt 
any  English,  even  thoi^  they  were  going  with 
provision  to  the  enemy. 

They  hope  his  excellency  will  he  satisfied 
with  their  oondoct,  which  is  conformable  to 
the  rights  of  people  tl^t  are  besieg^ ;  asMir- 
ing  him^  that  when  they  shall  know  of  aiQr  of 
their  ships,  either  with  eoaunission,  or  wkhont, 
that  shaM  have  caused  the  least  damage  to  any 
E^iglish,  they  will  not  only  immediately  inflict 
a  rigorous  punishment,  but  repair  all  thn  da- 
mage ;  desiring  to  live  in  the  good  aorvaspon- 
deocG  (hey  have  had-  with  his  noble  ana  ga- 
nereus  nation,  with  the  utmost  defiffe;^oe  for 
the  queen,  and  ready  to  obey  his  eKcellescy's 
Ofders  with  all  affection  and  respect. 

The  government  of  Barcelona  in  their  «x< 
tremity  writ  another  letter  to  the  admiral,  dated 
July  the  S3d,  (No.  69.)  setting  forth,  Tlmt  his 
eioelleocy  very  well  knew  that^he  engagement 
Catalonia  entered  into  to  receive  Charles  the 
9d  for  their  king,  was  founded  on  the  proceciioo 
of  the  l^igli  allies,  hut  roost  particularly  of  Eng- 
land, without  which  they  f»ere  not  capable  of 
undertaking  so  great  an  enterprixe.  That  they 
had  for  T  years  together  endeavoured  to  serve 
the  English  nation  in  e:<rery  thinj;  it  was  possi- 
ble for  them  to  do,  by  contributing  troops  and 
considerable  sums  of  money  without  interest. 
And  though  they  had  pleased  themselves  with 
the  tboogltts  of  the  happiness  to  be  always  sub- 
jects of  Charles  3,  yet  by  the  ordinary  change 
to  which  human  afiairs  arc  liable,  they  now  see 
the  troops  of  the  doke  of  Anjou,  aided  by  the 
French,  masters  of  all  the  principality  except 
Barcelona  and  Cardona,  committinji;  through 
the  whole  the  most  execrable  hostilities,  barn- 
ings,  and  plundetings,  widiout  sparing  the  ef- 
fufioD  of  iunocent  blood,  and  without  diftinc- 
tion  of  age  or  sei^ 


Tbfit  kr  a  ywr  -togetiwr  die 
had  oppftesad  BaroeloMi  by  amii 
ing  them  contindally  suffer  f' 
long  a  blockado;  dnring  which 
mias  have  thrown  fiiwteco 
into  die  town,  whiob  hcvcTQintd  tbeyettest 
pnrt  of  she  henses;  thatnow  Atj  espaettobe 
attacked  in  form;  and  that  in  M  boms  tke 
town  will  be-batteaad  in  branch.  TfaayanuM 
exprais  their  aflttction^  to  sea  the  iaapi  of  tk 
inhabitants  exfiosed  to  be  the  vicdnm  of  tte 
cruaky  with  wjiioh  tho  enemy  threntei  to  tfeit 
tham.  Having  no  comfiMrtleft^  they^ljtolht 
rpaen  of  Great  Briuin,  heaeechmg  b 
don  by  the  inclosed  latter  to  DSa  ] 
their  envoy  at  London ;  and  ia  the  mean  tine, 
Viik  an  answer  can  come,  they  heaeceh  his  ct- 
oelleney  from  their  soels  to  nmdinto  with  iki 
Frenohtroeps who oppresttbam,  Kir'n aospss* 
sion  of  arms,  since  the  oongresa  at  Baden,  nam 
sitting  to  coocfaida  of  a  geimral  nence,  may  itifl 
determiao  thiaaffisir;  toey  donW  net  that  In 
mediation  will  ha  able  to  prooore  them  tbi 


his  exceUenoy  will  not  Mfiiaa  tfaeaa^  that  if 
Catakmia  has  merited  any  thiof  by  ittacrvicei, 
and  by  its  conjonction  with  the  EngMraadii, 
this  is  the  time  to  receive  the  fmito  of  it ;  thit 
it  is  worthy  of  his  excellency  to  comfit  the  il* 
flioted,  nod  not  to  deny  them-  this  fmom  m 
their  great  necessity: 

How  the  admiral  was  aifeolei  with  this  ItttM 
may  appear  by  one  of  his  to  lord  Btngley,  dated 
Aagttst  the  rth,  (No.  70.)  whereinlie  acqaaioB 
htm,  TlMri}  Mr.  Grhnaldo  had  sinufied  to  kin 
from  the  king  of  Spain,  that  all  the  kin|^ssfa^ 
of  war  being  employed  before  Buodkma,  ks 
majesty  cookl  not  send  any  of  tbemT  to  meet 
bb  dota  then  ooming  heme^  an 
desired  the. admiral  to  send  tfareie  ef  Utfi 
that  service^  which  was  accoidinglj 
with.  .Of  thishe  had  aoqnaintod lord  Bohat 
broke,  and  hopes  to  aseet  wi^  ber  majexft 
approbation. 

The  Catakms  thus  abandoned,  end  given  ^ 
to  their  enemiea,  contrary  to  foitk  nod  hoooir, 
were  not  however  wanting  to  their  own  de* 
fence,  hot  appealing  to  heaven,  ami  hangiDgs|i 
at  the  hi|^  altar  the  ^ueen*^  solemn  declaration 
to  protect  them,  underwent  the  utmost  mise- 
ries of  a  siege,  during  which',  what  nrakitadei 
perished  by  famine  and  the  sword  I  How  mssy 
have  since  lieen  executed !  And  how  many  pe^ 
sons  of  figtire  are  still  dispersed  aboottheSps* 
nish  dominions  in  dungeons,  is  too  weH  koovs 
to  need  any  relation. 

ft  is  hoped  however,  that  the  calamitifs  sf 
the  Catalans  will  not  be  imppted  to  Great  Bn- 
tain  in  general^  abused  by  the  ministryi  with  re- 
peated assarences,  that  eveiy  thing  wa^doiif 
for  the  preservation  of  that  unfortunate  people. 

The  Committee  find  frequent  notices  and 
iiteution  made  of  the  Abbot  GaaHier,  who,  sk 
though  he  does  not  appear  to  have  had  nny  pok- 
lio  oaracttr^  lesided  in  Kogland  dviog  ^ 
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mUeat  pvl  of  thif  MgolkiiMiy  aod  opoo  ezr 
rsoidiiMury  occasioni,  was  veiy  often  leat  back- 
tapd  imd  forward. 

But  tlio  tbara  that  he  had  io  the  more  po^ 
c  trausactHMii,  was  oot  his  ooly  business.  It 
i  eridenty  that  some  Degotiati(Hia»  wImcJi  re* 
oired  more  than  ordinary  prifacj,  were  yevr 
ally  traosaeted ;  and  upon  att  such  oecasioasy 
kbbot  Ganltier  was  the  persoA  to  wImnb  the 
cench  aod  Eaglisb  mioisters  mntuall  j  referred 
ach  other.. 

And  as-  of  jieoessity  aotbiog  ooold  be  a 
reater  secret  than  all  aatteie  rehidng  to  the 
retencleff,  this  province,  ^as  partiGolaiTy  allo^ 
Mi  to  Abbot  Gaultier,  that  (hroogh  his  handle 
•d  under  hie  coBYsyancey  1^  Freoch  couriers 
oing  cowiaoally  betwiit  France  and  England, 
ach  paactices  might  be  carrkd  oa  with  Mat 
n&Pr,  which  iir  any  other  manner  had  been 
x>  dansesoos-aa  undertaking*    .  , 

Thenrst  tiaie.tbat  any  secret  negotiation  is 
Kpre«ly  r^etred  to  Abbot  Gaultiery  is  found 
I  a  leuer  already  taken  notice  o^  where  Mr. 
t.  Jahn»  March  the  4th,  1711-19^  telk  M.  de 
'orcy.  He  hed  deferred  writing  to  bim  of  late> 
il  hia  ought  write  with  certainty,  till  the  neces* 
try  dispositions  were  made  among  our  people 
t  homey  and  till  the  qaeen  had  tiien  the  only 
esoUitioii  which  could  bring  us  in  %  short  time 
>  a  good  aad  solid  peace*  *<  I  have  now  the 
fttisnction.  to  tell  you^  that  this  resolution  b 
ikoBy  aad  that  Mr.  Qarley  will  cany  with  him 
bis  night,  or  to-morrow  nuxroingy  the  final  in- 
Uroctions  of  the  queen  to  her  plenipotentianes. 
refer  myself  to  M.  Gaultier,  to  esplain  to  you 
wtm  at  large  the  subject  of  this  genUMiM'i 
om0Ms«oai  and  what  the  queen  hopes  his  most 
;hriatiaamijesty  will  do  .to  co-opesale,  widi 
er.'' 

The  Coamiittee  having  o))served,  at  the  be- 
ianinf  of  this  Wfon,  thatseveral  letteva aod 
ap«is.  are  waotrnt,  which,  hw  the  circam- 
tancee  of  tione  and  matters  then  dependin|, 
ppear  te  be  «f  asomeat  aad  consequence;  it 
»  not  to  be  espeoted,  that  those  who  have 
een  so  careful  to  suppress  matters  of  less  im- 
lonaiio^  would  leave  behind  them  any  imns- 
ctioM  that  migbt  tend  openly  and  directly  lo 
ivo«r  and  support  the  cause  of  the  pretender. 

But  as  the  Ceasmittee  has  observed  several 
assages- which. are  a  plain  Indicatioaof  the 
endernew  and  regard  with  which  the  cause  and 
eraon  of  the  pretender  we^  treated,  as  often 
•  assNstioned;  thev  have  tlxNight  fit  to  bring 
bemto|petber,  and  lay  them  beibse  th«  house 


There  it  a  paper  that  wae  left  in  lord  Boling- 
reke's  ck)set,  dated  at  Veoailk^  the  94th  of 
eptemher.  1711,  endorsed,  as  other  office 
apefs.asnally  ase«  It  (ives  an  acoonnt,  that 
t)e  pope's  nuncio  hm^  m  his  last  audience  of 
be    king   made  ^  the   following  deoUration. 

Tbe'oourt  of  Romf  being  fuUj  informed,  that 
^rance  was  eadeavoonnf  to  procnre  a  peace 
pon  the  moH  advantageous  terms  that  was 
lossihle^  aod  beinc  pecsoaded,  that  if  the  peace 
bould  htaid^  £iig|aii4.wt«ld  Ml  loSipr  that 


the  king  of  Prance  should  permit  the  prince  of 
Wales  to  continue .  in  his  realms ;  the  court  of 
Jtome  offers  to  the  kii^  of  France  to  give  this 
prince  aii  aiyUim  at  Rome,  or  in  any  other  part 
o(  the  ecdesin«tic  dominions.'' 

To  whid^  ^he  king  of  France  ;«tumed  in  An* 
swer^  That  an  asylum  for  the  prince  of  Wales  . 
vvonld  be  no  obsta«;le  to  the  peace.  That  if 
the  allies  did  truly  design  te  n^ake  a  peace,  ho 
would  accept  of  any  seasonthl?  pfoposiiions 
they  should  make ;  and  in  this  case  an  articla 
for  th^  prince  of  Wales  would  be  inserted  in 
the  treaty.    . 

Jane  the  7th,  1713.  The  bishop  of  Bristol 
giving  an.acpOMnt  to  lord  Boliogbrpke  of  some 
discourse  he  had  with  some  of  the  ministers  pf 
the  aiy^  9*yh  Mons^  Consbruck,  one  pf  the 
emperor's  plenipotentiaries,  kept  fjso  witljia 
the  terms  of  (fecency,  save  only  (bat  be  took  it 
for  gnmte4»  that  one  great  end  of  all  this  ma- 
nagement on  our  part,  yijks  to  bring  in  the  pre* 
tender^  which  apprehension  one  of  the  nunis- 
ters  of  tha  States  lately  owned  in  private  dis* 
course,  to  have  been  the  fundamental  reason  of 
all  their  conduct  of  late." 

It  cannot  be  forgot  what  great  stress  and 
weight  was  laid  upon .  the  removal  of  the  pre- 
tender out  of  the  dominions  of  France.  This 
was  what  all  the  nation  with  great  justice  ex- 
pected, and  what  the  queen  dedared  was  takea 
care  of,  as  an  additional  security  to  the  protes- 
tant  succession. 

But  his  removing  out  of  France,  and  being 
permitted  to  reside  in  Lorrain,  was  not  only  a 
great  surprise  to /all  the  nation,  but  was  receiv- 
ed with  such  just  indignation,  that  the  parlia- 
ment addressed  the  queen,  upon  this  oocasiout 
That  she  would  iasist  upon  nis  removal  firom 
Ix>rmin,  that  residence  being  equally  or  mor« 
dangerous  to  Great  Britain,  than  his  abode  in 
France.  Her  mi^esty's  Answer,  That  sha 
woulcl  repeat  her  instances,  occasioned  in  the 
House  of  Lords  a  becoming  resentment,  that 
the  duke  of  Lorrain  should  pr<>sume  to  receive 
and  entertain  the  pretender  .to  h^r  m^esty'e 
crown,  in  defiance  of  her  majesty's  application 
to  the  contrary.  But  it  will  now  appear  ia 
what  manner  the  removal  of  tbe  preteodcn'  out 
of  France  was  transacted  and  settled,  and  that 
hb  residing  in  Iworrain  was  not  only  with -the 
approbation,  but  even  by  the  direction  and  ap- 
pointment of  the  Engluh  mmistry.  Mr.  St. 
John,  ia  his  letter  to  M.  de  Torcy,  of  the  24th 
of  May,  1712,  O.  S.  Hvhen  he  sent  him  over  the 
condiuons  upon  which  her  majesty  would  make 
those  irepertant  and  decisive  declarations  to 
parliament,  concludes  that  letter  with  saying, 
<*  He  hopes,  that,  with  the  general  repose  we 
shall  see  revived  in  a  few  weeks,  a  good  undeiw 
standing  between  two  nations,  which  may  be- 
come to  each  other  the  most  nseiiil  friends,  fi>r 
■the  same  reasons  thev  have  been  the  most  for- 
midable enemies.  The  queen, commands  me  to 
tell  you,  that  she  hopes  when  you  send  an  An- 
swer to  this  letter,  we  shall  have  an  account 
that  tbe  chevalier  had  begun  his  jonmey.''. 

loaoiwertothiiiM.  dt  Tom  says  to  mf 
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lofd  Beltoi^brokey  **  Yob  may  Mture  the  queen 
that  the  cbevalfer  is  reedj  to  depart  at  a  tbo- 
inent's  war^iing.  if  he  did  but  know  where  he 
ivas  to  gO)  and  in  what  place  he  might  be  in 
safety.  I  own  to  you,  that  I  kno#  no  prince 
who  is  willing  to  receive  him,  for  fear  of  dis- 
pleasing the  queen,  or  other  powers ;  it  wiU  be 
absolutely  necessary,  that  thereahoHldi>e  some 
eiplanation  upon  this  subject^  whidi  I  desire 
you  to  make  to  me  by  toe  abbot  Gaultier, 
if  you  do  not  judge  it  proper  to  do  it  yourself." 

Mr.  St.  John,  on  the  ,6th  of  June,  1713,  0. 6. 
writes  a  public  letter,  in  answer  to  the  several 
points  contained  in  M.  de  Torcy^  last  letter ; 
but  in  that  letter  takei  no  notice  at  all  of  tbe 
chetralier. 

But  the  day  after,  June  the  7tb,  1719,  ht 
writes  a  private  letter,  as  be  calls  it  bimself,  to 
M.  de  Torcy,  and  concludes  it  with  saying, 
**  The  abbot  Gualtier  will  write  to  yon  tipon  tiMS 
subject  of  the  chevalier.'^ 

The  Committee  observe,  there  are  two  copies 
of  this  private  letter,  one  deKvered  by  my 
k>rd  Bolingbroke,.the  other  entered  in  lord 
Stra6R>rd's  book :  and  in  the  copy  of  this  letter 
given  in  by.loi'd  BoUogbroke,  this  passage, 
'  **  That  abbot  Gaultier  shall  write  about  the 
chevBlier,^  is  omitted  by  his  lordship.' 

On  the  23d  of  June,  1713,  N.  S.  M.  de 
Torcy  writes  two  letters  to  my  lord  Bolingbroke. 
In  the  public  letur  nothing  is  said  of  the  pre- 
'  tender;  the  private  letter  concludes  with  saying 
^*  I  have  the  honour  to  send  yon  a  letter^  under 
the  king's  hand,  for  her  Britannic  majes^ ;  and 
I  refer  you  to  what  the  alibot  Gaaltier  shall 
say  to  you,  about  the  deparlure  of  the  cbe* 
¥alief." 

On  the  21st  of  Augvst,  1713,  lord  Boling- 
broke being  then  in  France,  to  give  the  finish- 
ing  stroke  to  all  matters  of  consequence  that 
were  undetermined,  in  his  dispatch  to  the  eari 
of  Dartmouth,  giving  an  account  of  bis  pro« 
oeedings  at  the  court  of  France,  says,  the  che- 
IrTalier  has  fixed  hb  departure'  for  the  firtt  of 
^nexi  month,  N.  S.  They  propose  that  he 
)shall  retire  to  Bar ;  *and  they  intend  to  write 
to  tlie  duke  of  Lorraiu  to  ask  of  the  emperor, 
and  other  princes,  a  security  for  his  person  du* 
ring  his  residence  in  that  place. 

But  on  the  28tb  of  December,  1719,  N,5. 
it  appears  that  the  chevalier  was  still  in  France, 
upon  which  account  Mr.  Prior  writea  thus 
to  my  lord  Bolingbroke.  <'  Another  point 
npon  which  this  court  b  very  solicitous,  is,  that 
^he  dievalier  remaining  in  any  town  of  France 
obstructs  the  siping  the  peace :  yet  be  cannot 
go  to  Lorraiu  tiU  the  emperor's  passports  will 
secure  him  there.  Your  lordship,  by  the  pe- 
rusal of  the  papers,  will  see  the  state  of  that 
case ;  and  t  have  only  to  add  upon  thb  sub- 
let, that  the  court  of  '  France  expresses  an 
impos<>ibility  on  their  ride,  to  do  mere  than 
they  have  done,  and  hopes  we  should  havt 
interest  enough  with  the  emperor,  to  obtain 
such  passports  from  him,  as  may  secure,  as 
well  tnc  person  who  is  to  go  into  Lorrain,  at 
Ibe  duke,  of  l^gn^ndD,  who  b  to  receiTC  Hiin, 


'Mr.  Prior  on  tbe  SOtfa,  writes  to  the  suae 
effMt  to  aiy  lord  'Hreasnrer,  and  says,  **  the 
monarch  is  a  .good  deal  troubled  npon  thb 
bead,  lest  the  young  man  should  faU  into  tbe 
hands  of  tbe  liussars  or  Barbarians.  And  M. 
de  Anmottt  bas,  I  presume,  orders  to  apeak  to 
•or  minietry  upon  it« 

^  Aft  to  tbe  dowry,  I  shall  not  only  be  dun- 
ned  to  daath,  bat  banged;  for.  tbe  dowager 
sends  messengers  to  nte,  wbieb  yon  in  Fjiglaod 
do  not  tbiak  it  extremely  lawful  to  reoerret 
bat  if  it  b  to  be  paid,  pray  let  it  be  ^hme  in 
an  handsome  manner,  that  may  shew  tbe  oba* 
rity  of  the  queen,  and  tbe  generosity  of  ber 
lord  treasarer.'^ 

The  papers  referred  to  in  Mr.  Prior's  letter, 
eottlain  an  account -of  what  the^  duke  nf  Lor* 
rain  bad  done,  at  tbe  desire  of  tbe  king  of 
France,  to  obtain  from  the  aUies  the  necessary 
safeguards  for.the  chevalier.  He  says  that  on- 
derstandiog  that  the  ^ueen  of  Great  BriCaia 
bad  already  granted  her  sa^uard  or  protectioa 
to  tbe  cbevalier  de  St.  Geoige,  be  believed 
they  bad  no  more  to  do,  but  to  apply  to  the 
emperor,  and  to  tbe  States  General. 

Bv  thb  acoonnt  it  b  evident,  tbat  iMot 
Gualtier  was  the  person  entrusted  to  manage 
the  aftiirs  of  the  preteifder,  with  whom  such 
practices  were  verbally  to  be  transacted  as  ovr 
ministry  did  not  think  proper  to  commit  to 
writing.  It  appears,  that  toe  place  to  which 
be  was  to  *go,  because  nobody  wodd  receive 
him  at  tbe  baaard  of  the  queen's  displeasure^ 
and  where  be  might  remain  in  safety,  was  to  be 
prescribed  from  Eagland :  tbat  thb  was  not 
fixed  and  determined  till  lord  Bolingbroke 
went  into  Fraocow  Ai^d  if  his  lordship's  in- 
stmctioos  are  considered,  it  will  be  baid  te 
find  in  them  any  thin^  of  that  importance  and 
secrecy,  asio  requre  his  going  in  person  to  art" 
tie  it.  Hb  lordship  gives  an  accoant  from 
thence,  that  the  pretender  was  to  go  t<>  Bar; 
and  this b  acquiesced  inhere  witbcMit  dm  least 
objection  made.  Tbe  ministry  nre  toM  by  Mr. 
Prior,  that  tbe  court  of  France  hopes  faf  our 
interests  such  passports  woold  be  procured  as 
might  secure  bis  person:  and  in  tbe  f&per 
sent  to  France  from*  the  duke  of  Jjorrain,  it  b 
asserted,  tbat  tbe  queen  of  Great  Britain  bad 
already  granted  her  protection  to  the  pretender. 

But  November  tbe  6th,  17  IS,  lord  BoKng* 
broke  writes  to  Mr.  Prior,  and  &ays,  **  Her 
niajesty  having  repeated  to  tbe  duke  of  Lor- 
rain  the  instances  which  you  know  have  been 
so  often  made  to  tbe  most  christian  king,  ibr 
removing  of  the  pretender  to  her  crovm  oet  of 
lib  dommions,  I  am  directed  to  acquaint  yon 
tbarewitb,  that  you«i*ay  sptek  to  tbe  micister 
of  Lorrain,  and  to  ««y  other-  minister  whom 
you  shall  think  proper,  and  let  tbem  know  it  u 
absolutely  inconsistent  with  tbe  amity  and 
good  correspondence  that  b  between  the  qoeen 
and  their  masters,  to  receive  into  their  domiai^ 
one,  or  to  protect  a  person,  who'  disputes  her 
majesty'^  most  undoubted  title,-  and  thereby 
endeavours  ta  disturb  tbe  peace  and  qoiei  ec 
her  king^oiBi^   XhatyoHjEMj.toidile  tothev 
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leia  thnt  this  is  the  collective  senfi^  of  the 
hole  imtt^ny  as  well  as  the  queenV  command 
>  you,  I  herevritb  send  yoii  the  addresses  o( 
mil  Houses  of  Parliament. 

This  can  be  understood  as  no  more  than  a 
are  compliance  with  the  addresses  of  pariia- 
lent.  And  to  shew  how  little  resentment  and 
idignation  was  conceived  against  the  doke  of 
/>rrAm  for  this  indignity  offered  to  her  mnjesty, 
de  Committee  have  thought  fit  to  transcribe 
letter  tliat  was  wrote  by  lord  Bolingbroke  to 
fr.  Prior,  within  four  days  after  his  last 
mentioned  letter  upon  the  subject  of  the  pre* 
ender; 

<<  This  letter,**  says  lord  Bolingbroke  to  Mr. 
*rior,  **  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  the  baron 
e  Forstner,  who  has  been  twice  at  our  court 
ritfa  the  character  of  envoy  from  the  duke  of 
iorraioy  and  who  is  extremely  f#ell  with  your 
riends  on  this  side  of  the  water,  that  I  make 
ID  doubt  but  that  he  will  be  a  we^me  ac- 
[uaintance  to  you.  •  I  must  at  the  same  time 
eoommend  the  interest  of  the  duke  of  Lorrain 
lis  roaster  to^our  care.  You  know,  Sir,  how 
ittle  that  prifice  has  vet  felt  the  good  efTects  of 
phaft  was  fltfpuiated  for  him  at  Rvswick.  Yoi\ 
now,  Sir,  how  justly  he  pretends  toanequi- 
alent  from  this  emperor  for  the  Mootserrat, 
rhich  was  jiveo  away  from  him  to  the  king  of 
ticily.^  Ina  word,  you  are  enough  apprised  of 
tis  wants,  of  his  evpectatioos,  and  of  herma- 
esty's  earnest  desire,  if  by  any  means  she  can^ 
o  contribute  to  the  ease,  and  to  the  advantage 
>f  a  prince,  who  observes  much  better  usage 
ban  he  has  on  many  occasions  met  with.'' 

There '  are  several  other  letters  that  were 
rrote  after  the  address  of  parliament  to  press 
be  removing  of  the  pretender  from  Lorrain; 
let  after  what  has  been  said,  it  is  needless  to 
ibserre  what  little  efieot  was  to  be  expected 
rom  such  representations  made  in  the  several 
ourts  of  Europe,  which  were  known  to  he 
KHitradictory  to  the  sense  and  intention  of  the 
!ourt  of  Great  Britain.  And  if  tny  further 
iemoostrotion  was  wanting  to  shew  their  true 
pint  and  iadinatioR,  it  may  be  observed  that 
be  udd^esses  in  parliament  were  made  in 
u!y,  17 IS  :  and  the  first  letter  that  lord  Bo- 
iogbroke  wrote,  in  purstiatice  of  those  addresses 
ras  the  6th  of  November,  which  was  four 
sooths  after  the  addresKt  were  preseated  to 
beqoeen. 

Tlie  Cominittee  think  it  not  iiriproper  to  in- 
ert here  an  extract  of  a  memorial  touching  the 
lemolition  of  the  sluices  of  Dunkirk,  delhrered 
y  M.  de  Torcy  to  lord  Bolingbroke  at  Paris, 
» August,  in«. 

It  is  not  our  business  now  to  examine  whe- 
her  the  queen  of  £ngUind,  and  the  Engiish  na- 
ion,  were  in  the  right  to  demand  the  demo- 
tion of  the  fortifications,  and  the  filling  up  the 
Arbour  of  Dunkirk:  that  is  a  thing  resolved 
nd  agreed  upon.  It  may  perhaps  come  to 
ass  in  the  cborse  of  this  oiair,  for  reasons 
Mily  to  be  foseeen.  That  England  shall  re^ 
«nt  having,  demanded  the  demolition  of  a 
4ace|«iMl  lli9il«Kni«ti<m  •fan  h«bM>  which 


might  be  of  great  use  in  coiijancttires' which 
perhaps  are  not  very  remote." 
•  Your  Committee  do  not  take  upon  them  to 
explain  what  conjuncture  France  had  in  view, 
and  which  they  thoueltt  not  very  remote,  when 
Dunkirk  might  be  of  particular  service ;  but 
think  it  proper  to  conclude  this  part  of  the  re^ 
port  irith  observing,  that  the  pretender  did^ 
mimediately  upon  the  demise  of  the  late  queen, 
publish  a  declaration,  which  the  doke  of  Lorrain 
has  acknowledged  in  his  letter  of  the  6th  oM 
December,  1714,  that  he  received  from  the 
pretender  himself;  wherein  is  this  remarkable 
passage  ;  *<  Yet  coiitrary  to  our  expectations 
upon  the  death  of  the  prhtcess  our  sister  (of 
whose  good  intentions  towards  us,  we  could  noc 
for  some  time  past  well  doubt ;  and  this  was 
the  reasoa  we  then  sat  still,  expecting  ihe  good 
effects  thereof,  which  were  unfortunately  pre* 
vented  by  her  deplorable  death)  we  found 
that  our  people,  instead  of  taking  this  favoura-* 
ble  opportunitv  of  retrieving  the  honour  and . 
true  interest  or  their  country,  by  doing  us  and 
themselves  justice,  had  .immediately  proclaiibed 
for  their  king  a  foreign  prince,  to  our  prejudice, 
contrary  to  the  funmunental  and  incontestable 
laws  of  hereditary  right,  which  their  pretended 
acts  of  settlement  can  never  abrogate.'^ 

The  Conraiittee  observing  in  the  eleventh 
volume  referred  to  them,  a  Letter  from  the  earl 
of  Oxford  and  Mortimer,  then  lord  high  trea<- 
surer  of  Great  Britain,  to  the  queen,  dated 
June  9, 1714  ;  together  witb  an  account  of 
public  afllairs,  from  Aueust  8, 1710,  to  June  8, 
1714,  all  written  with  his  own  hand,  and  sent 
to  th^  queen  with  the  letter ;  and  finding  therein 
many*passages,  in  their  opinion,  highly  deserving 
the  consideration  of  this  House,  have  thought 
it  necessary  to  insert  the  same  here  at  large  and  ' 
are  as  follow  : 

Lord -OXFORD'S  LETTER  to  the  Queen. 
June  9,  1714. 

''  May  it  please  your  Majesty ;  I  presume 
in  obedience  to  your  royal  commands,  to  lay 
before  your  majesty  a  state  of  your  affairs. 
Though  I  have  very  much  contracted  it  from 
the  draught  I"  made,  and  the  vouchers  from 
whence  it  is  taken  :  yet  I  find  it  swell  under 
my  pen  in  transcribing,  being  willing  to  put 
every  thing  before  your  majesty  in  the  clearest 
light  my  poor  understanding  can  attain  to.  It 
was  necessary  to  lav  it  before  your  majesty  in' 
the  series  of  time,  from  the  beginning  to  this 

f>resent  time ;  and  when  that  is  compleatl^ 
aid  before  you,  it  remains  only  for  me  to  beg 
God  to  direct  your  majesty. 

"  And  as  to  mysel/,  do  with  me  what  vou 
please,  place  me  either  as  a  ^ure  or  a  cypher, 
displace  me,  or  replace  me,  as  that  best  servet 
your  maj^ty's  occasions,  you  shall  ever  find  me, 
with  utmost  devotion,  and  without  anv  reserve. 
Madam,  Your  most  dntifol,  most  ftiithfol,  most 
humble,  moft  obedi€iit  subject^  ftnd  unworthy 
•ervaat; 
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A  britff  ACCOUNT  of  public  Affairs  since 
August  8th,  1710,  t6  this  present  8th  of 
June,  1714.  To  which  »  added,  the  State 
of  Affairs  abroad,  m  tbey  relate  to  thb  king- 
dom  ;  with  some  humble  proposals  foi'  se- 
curiog  the  future  tranquilhtv  of  her  Ma- 

'    jescy's  reign,  and  the  safety  other  kingdoms. 

Her  miyettjeo  tbeSth  of  Augmt,  1710^  was 
pkascd  to  alter  her  treasury,  and  two  days  rnfter^ 
in  a  new  conmission^  Robert  Uarieyy  br  her 
iii|jesty'§  great  fisFOur,  was  made  chmellor  of 
the  exchequer. 

.  The  state  of  aflEairt  at  bome  and  abroad  jure 
fresh  in  every  one*s  meaory. 

The  condition  of  the  treasury  at  that  time 
was  laid  before  her  mi^eay  in  a. large  repre^ 
seotatioo* 

I  beg  Jeate  to  touch  some  few  beads.  The 
umy  was  in  the  field  ;  no  money  in  the  trea- 
alirjF ;  Boae  of  the  remitters  would  contract 
again  ;  the  bank  had  refused  to  lend  100,000/. 
to  lord  Godoiphia  on  very  good  security  ;  the 
iiai7,  and  other  branches  of  service,  11,000;000^ 
la  debt,  which  enhanced  the  priee  of  erery 
think  proportiooably ;  the  civil  hst  in  debt 
about  600,000/.,  and  the  yearly  inoome  too 
little  ibr  the  current  certain  expence^by  the 
lowest  oomputadon  194/496/.  Ss.  4d. 
'  In  a  few  dftys  this  new  commission  made 
provision  for  pnying  the  army  by  the  grcelesr 
remittance  that  had  ever  been  known  ;  tbovgh 
the  oppo^ittoB  firem  every  office  which  was  lull 
of  persons  who  were  eaemiies  to  the  change 
made  by  the  queen,  was  very  strong^-and  very 
troublesome  and  vexations ;  and  such  was  tbe 
sitoation  of  affiiiri,  that  nothing  but  great  pa- 
tience could  ever  have  overcome  these  difioil- 
ties ;  it  being  impossible  es  well  as  miadviiaUe 
to  make  removes,  but  by  degrees. 

As  soon  as  it  was  poesible,  (and  aotwith- 
st^ding  the  clamours  then  raised,  it  wag  the 
qnly  proper  time)  a  new  parliament  is  called. 

us  first  meeting  was  November  97,  1710. 
Bobert  Harley  biul  prepared  tbe  foods  re^dy 
(before  tbe  JMrliament  met,  as  be  bad  dooe 
every  session  to  this  day)  not  only  for  Sbe- 
current  service  of  the  year,  both  by  sea  and 
land,  bat  also  for  eesing  the  nstioa  of  above 
nine  millions  of  debt*  This  was  thought  so 
chimerical  when  Robert  BmtUj  did  b^^  to 
open  it,  duit  it  was  treated  with  ridicule,  until 
'  be  shewed  how  practicable  it  was.  It  is  truc^ 
this  gave  great  reputation  abroad,  aod  enabled 
to  treat  advatitaseoosly  of  a  peace ;  It  raised 
sinking  credit  at  home,  bat  et  tbe  same  time  as 
it  diew  envy  upon  HaHey  from  some,  and  tbe 
rage  of  others  ;  so  it  gave  offsnoe  to  some  of 
Ins  fellow  servants,  who  told  him  plainly  that 
be  ought  to  have  t(^d  his  secret,  and  if  be  woobi 
iK>t  get  money  himself,  he  ought  to  have  let  bis 
frien^i  share  lOOyOOO/.,  which  would  jwt  have 
>aeB  fek  oir  feuitd  out  ia so  vast  a  som  m-9  or 
10,000,000. 

To  this  principle  was  owing  tbe  setting  on 
foot  at  this  time,  the  nnbappy  voyage  to  Cm* 

'u  teiH  /which,  neetiogii  Bamj ayoided 


ooming»  md  cave  brd  Boch^sterius  reesaM  ; 
aod  After  bejdeeired  his  lordship  to  be  •  meaM 
to  the  qoeeo  to  hinder  that  expedition  ;  bat  it 
happened  to  be  too  late.  •  But  lady  Maaham 
knows  bow  much  Harley  was  ooooerned  «t  it, 
though  be  did  not  know  the  true  spring  o£  that 
voyage,  which  will  epetr  after  in  this  paper*  . 
The  beflponing  of  February  1710-11, 


began  to  be  adivl«ion  amongst  tboee  called 
Tories  in  the  House,  and  Mr.  Secretary  St.  John 
tbooght  it  convenient  to  be  listmg  m  eeparats 
party  for  himself. 

To  prevent  this  lord  Rochester  and  Haricf 
desired  to  have  a  meeting,  and  to  ood  son 
rash  attempts  ;  aod  it  was  contrived  Mr»  Se- 
cretary St.  John  should  invite  us  to  dinner, 
(which  was  the  last  time  he  ever  invited  Robert 
Harley,  being  now  above  three  years,^  where 
was  the  dukMf  Shrewsbory,  Earl  Potiiet,  lord 
Rochester,  and  others ;  and  iocd  Rochester 
took  the  pains  to  calm  the  spirit  of  division  «fld 
ambition.  *  , 

Harley  was  at  this  time  seised  by  e  violent 
Tever,  and  on  his  first  coming  abroad,  Mards 
8,  met  with  a  misfortune  which  ceafined  boo 
many  weeks.  The  transactions  during  that 
fune  are  too  (toblic,  as  well  as  too  blade,  for 
Harley  to  rensember  or  tomentioa.       * 

•In  the  end  of  May,  1711,  the  qoeen,  oat  of 
her  abounded  goodness,  was  pleased  to  confer 
uudeserved  boooocs  on  Bobert  Harley ;  and 
on  the  S9th  of  the  same  month,  was  plesMed  to 
pot  the  treasurer's  staff  into  his  bauds :  A  poet 
so  much  above  Hsrley's  abilities  to  struggle 
with,  ifait  be  bad  nothmg  hot  integrity  and  doty 
to  recommend  him  to  her  majcstyV  choicec 
so  be  must  have  receacse  .to  b^r  maiestyV 
transoendeot  goodness  and  mer^  toperooo  all 
his  foolts  and  failing^  both  of  omissioa  Mid 
during  tbe  whole  coone  of  bit 


Bat  to  recom  end  resome  tbe  diread  of  this 
diseoarte.  The4th June  1711.  Thme&myfiter 
the  treasurer  was  sworn,  be  wm  surprised  witb 
a  demand  of  i»fiS6L  ii,  for  aims,  and  mcTi* 
chandin,  eaid  to  be  sent  to  Canada.  Whm 
the  treasurer  acmpled  this,  Mr.  Seceetatj  St« 
John,  and  Mr.  MOor  came  to  bim  wttb  moob 
passion  upon  this  a£yr ;  and  aboot  a  fortnight 
after,  tbe  aecretary  of  state  signifiiKl  tbe  queen's 
positive  piesiure  to  bare  that  money  paid ;  and 
accordingly  her  msjesty  signed  a  wanrant  Jane 
Slstt  and  the  treasurer  not  beia|^>ble  then, 
with  all  his  precaution,  to  discover  tmber  ligbv 
the  money  was  paid  July  4,  1711. 

Since  the  retnm  fimn  that  etpeditien,  tbe 
secret  is  discovered,  and  the  treesnrer^s  sns- 
pickmjiKtifieds  For  tbe  pnblio  wee  cheated  of 
above  S<MX)Oi. 

There  is  reason  to  be  more  particolar  npoa 
this  head,  because  it  is  one  of  toe  tbingp  never 
to  be  forgiven  tbe  treasurer  >. and  lesd  cban* 
oellortoldbimaioretothetpurpoee;  tbattbcy 
told  him  no  government  was  worth  serting,  thai 
let 


them  nmke  tboae  ndvantagps^ 
and  fet  such  jobs. 
Om  thing  jDose  is  cnved  kvm  to  be  eridedi 
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rbftt  the  trettorer  vnA  forced  tome  all  bis 
kill  aod  oreda  to  keep  the  Hoese  of  Coai- 
tons  from  examiBiDg  this  ttfiair  last  parllanent. 

June  the  l«tb  171S.  The  first  seiftion  of  last 
parliament  ended. 

From  this  time,  to  the  beginning  of  tlie  next 
ession,  tbe  treasurer's  bands  were  fall  of  ne- 
;otaating  the  Peace  in  aD  courts  abroad  ;  and 
icsides  the  ordinary  and  necessary  duty  of  bis 
fffloe  at  home,  be  bad  freqaent  occasion  of 
abning  tbe  quatrelsand  grudges  Mr.  Secretary 
ad  spmetifnes  against  lonl  Dartmouthy  some- 
ines  against  lady  Masham,  -and  sometnnes 
gainst .  tbe  treasurer  himself. 

The  second  session  of  tbe  last  parliament 
i^an  December  tbe  rtb,  Itlt. 

This  was  attended  with  great  difficulties  and 
angers,  as  well  finom  tbe  practices  of  tbe  dis- 
ontented  bere^  as  tbe  designs  carried  on  by 
ir.  Buys,  prince  Eugene,  and'  Bothmar ;  in 
rbich  doigns  conpurred  tbe  emperor,  and 
ther  states  and  princes  who  gained  by  the  war. 

This  put  her  n^esty  nnder  a  sort  of  neces- 
ity  to  preserve  the  whole,  and  to  take  a 
lethod  which  bad  been  used  before,  to  ci^eate 
Mne  new  peers. 

So  many  having  been  brodgbt  formerly  out 
f  the  House  of  Commons  of  those  who  used 

>  msmage  public  affairs,  it  was  proposed  to 
Ir.  Secretary,  That  if  be  would  be  contented 

>  stay  in  tbe  House  of  Conuuons  that  session, 
er  majesty  would  hare  tbefgoodness  to  create 
im  a  peer,  and  that  he  should  not  lose  his  rank. 

The  second  session  ended  the  21st  of  June, 
719  ;  and  notwithstanding  Bothmar^s  memo- 
lal,  and  all  ether  attacks  both  from  abroad 
ml  at  home,  supplies  were -provided,  and 
very  thing  relating  to  tbe  public  put  upon  a 
ood  foot ;  and  uie  malecontents  began  to 
espair,  as  appeared  by  tbe  duke  of  Marl- 
orough  retinng  abroad,  and  other  particulars. 
Afler  the  session  was  ended,  tbe  qoeen,  as 
lie  had  promised,  ordered  a  warrant  for  Mr. 
ecretary  St.  John  to  be  ft  viscount ;  this  hap- 
eoed  to  put  him  in  the  utmost  rage  aj^aiust 
ie  treasurer,  lady  l^asbam,  and  without 
paring  tbe  greatest.  It  did  avail  verv  little  to 
^11  him  bow  much  he  had  got  in  place ;  for 
ad  he  beeh'  created  with  the  other  lords,  it 
ould  have  fallen  to  bis  share  to  come  next 
fter  lord  Trevor  ;  but  tbe  treasurer  with  great 
itience  bore  all  tbe  storm,  of  which  lord 
Easham  was  often  a  witness  of  tbe  out- 
igeous  speeches ;  and  Mr.  Moore  very  lately 
>ld  the  treasurer,  that  lord  Bolingbroke  said 
*ry  lately  to  him,  tbst  h^  owed  hioi  a  revenge 
pen  that  head. 

This  discontent  condaued,  until  there  hap- 
?ned  an  opportunity  of  sending  him  to  France; 
'  which  there  was  not  much  occasion  :  but  it 
as  hoped,  that  this  would  have  put  him  in 
kkI  bummir  ;  which  it  did,  until  in  October 
ri2,  there  were  knights  of  tbe  garter  made, 
his  created  a  new  datnrbance,  which  is  too 
ell  reniembered,  and.  breaks  out  now  very 
^en  in  outrageous  expressions  publicly  against 
i  then  made. 


In  November,  on  the  death  of  dc&e  Hamil- 
ton, he  was  much  against  duke  Shrewsbury's 
^iog,  for  reasons  very  plain,  which  were  then 
m  negotiation;  for  before  the  la&t  session  of  that 
parliament  bc^an,  a  new  model  was  framed,  or 
a  scheme  of  ministry  ;  which  how  they  after- 
wards came  to  fall  out,  will  appear  iu  its  due 
place. 

.The  3rd  and  last  session  began  April  the 
9tb,  1713;  which  was  as  soon  as  the  peace  was, 
concluded,  and  could  be  proclaimed. 

It  is  not  decent  to  take  notice^  That  during 
this  whole  negotiation,  tbe  treasni?er  was 
obliged  by  his  own  hand^  and  bis  own  charge, 
to  correspond  in  all  the"  courts  concerned  in 
the  negotiation ;  and  very  often  he  had  tbe 
good  luck,  to  set  right  several  mistakes,  and  to 
obtain  some  things  very  little  expecteid;  but 
the  only  merit  of  this  belongs  to  her  majtety^ 
tbe  credit  of  whose  favour  brought  it  about, 
and  gave  power  to    the  treasurer  to  act  with 


During  this  session,  die  fords  of  the  cabinet, 
and  othcNTS,  met  every  Saturday  at  tbe  trea« 
surer's,  in  order  to  carry  on  tbe  queen*s  bosi^ 
ness,.astbey  had  done  the  year  before  on 
Thursdays.  Many  offers  were  made^  and  re- 
peated by  the  treasurer,  in  order  to  attack 
former  offenders,  and  quiet  tbe  minds  df  tho 
gentlemen,  and  of  the  church  party  t  and  the 
onl^  reason  for  this  failing,  was,  because  of  the 
project  laid  for  their  new  scheme,  and  putting 
themselves  at  the  head,  as  they  called  it,  of  tbe 
church  party. 

This  being  the  last  session  of  parliament,  and 
somd.  gentlemen  fearing  their  elections,  and 
some  for  other  reasons,  dropt  the  bill  of  com- 
merce. 

Tbe  treasurer  saw  this  opportunity,  and  im- 
mediately took  it,  and  prevailed  with  sir  Tho- 
mas Hanmer,  and  others,  to  come  into  tbe 
payment  of  tbe  civil  list  debts,  incurred  before 
the  change  oi  tbe  treasury,  tboueb  the  present 
treasurer  was  miled  at,  and  mangned  ;  which 
he  chose  to  hear  patiently,  rather  than  own  the 
true  reason,  thai  there  was  no  money  to  do  it 
with,  which  would  have  ruined  all  at  once. 

This  step  of  paying  the  debts,  put  tbe  male* 
contented  into  the  utmost  rage,  which  tbey  did 
very  pubh'dy  express  in  both  Houses. 

This  last  session  of  that  parliament,  and  tbe 
thffd  siace  the  change  ef  the  ministry,  ended 
Julytbe  16th,  1713. 

The  peace  with  France  being  over,  and  it 
Rowing  necessary  to  put  her  migesty^s  affiurs 
into  a  fortber  and  more  settled  regulation,  and 
to  ease  the  treasurer  of  the  burthen,  as  wdl  as 
envy,  of  such  a  bulk  of  business ;  her  m^esty 
was  pleased  to  approve  of  tbe  scheme  of  the 
duke  of  Ormond's  staying  here  to  attend  t^ 
army  affairs,  which  was  necessary  at  tbe  time 
of  disbandiing;  duke  Shrewsbury  to  go  to 
Ireland,  upon  his  return  from  France ;  lord 
Findlater  to  be  chancellor  of  Scotland ; 
lord  Mar  third  secretarjr;  l<nd  Dartmouth 
privy  seal,  and  Mr.  firomley  secretarv  of  state, 
and  sir  Wilhaa  Wyndham  Chu^euoroLdie 
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Excheqoet.  I  am  sum  the  queen  very  wdl  te- 
i^emben  the  j«ge  thk  causedy  as  p«4ectlj  <ie- 
leating  their  schraa,  and  shewing  that  her  ma- 
jestv  would  put  her  a£Rurs  on  a  sohd  font ;  the 
lord  chancellor  said  it  was  against  law,  and  to 
this  dajr  will  not  treat  lord  Findlater  with  che* 
cency ;  and  lord  Mar  has  met  with  many  ill 
treatments  as. well  as  Mr.  Secretary  Bromley. 
But  that  the  trea&orer  might  leave  them  with- 
out excuse,  -and  make  her  mijesty's  affairs^  it 
possible,  easy  with  and  to  those  in  her  service  : 
as  soon  as  he  was  recovered  enough  to  write, 
he  wrote  a  lai^e  letter  to  lord  Ikliiighroke, 
containing  his  scheme  of  the  queen *8  affairs, 
and  what  was  necessary  for  lord  Bolfngbroke 
to  do,  as  belonging  only  to  his  province.  This 
letter  was  dated  July  the  25th,  1713,  and  was 
answered  July  the  27th,  by  lord  Bolingbroke ; 
khe  copy  was  shewn  to  lady  Maabam,  who 
came  to  visit  the  treasurer  t lien  ^xmii tied  to  his 
chamber ;  nnd  she  then  thought  it  was  a  very 
good  one,  and  what  was  proper  for  the  occa« 
sion.  I  believe  the  whole  would  be  of  use  to 
mveHgbt  to  her  majesty  into  the  ground  and 
foundation  of  the  follies  and  madnees  wliich 
have  since  appeared ;  the  whole  is  ready  for 
her  majesty *9  perusal  when  she  pleases. 

In  tbi&letter  the  treasurer  gives  an  account  to 
)prd  ^olrngbroke  of  the  occasions,  or  rather  tlie 
pretence^,  for  giving  disturbance  to  the  queen's 
servants.  He  proposes  the  remedy,  and  what 
was  requisite  to  be  done  by  him  as  secretary 
in  his  own  provioce,  and  also  assurance  of  the 
treasurer's  assistance  to  the  utmost,  and  of  hit 
desire  to  consult  with  him  (lord  Bolingbroke) 
how  to  unite  the  rest  of  our  friends. 

deing  then  sick,  the  treasurc^r  took  the  liberty, 
to  pot  lord  Bolingbroke  in  mind  of  the  several 
partidulais  which  th^n  required  dispatch,  and 
weiTe  ^oleljjT  belonging  to  his  province,  without 
aoy  other  interposition  than  that  of  taking  your 
ini\jesty*s  direction. 

Amongst  others,  that  of  a  circular  letter  upon 
the  addresses  of  both  Houses  relating  to  tha 
pretender. 

This  was  not  done  in  three  months.  His 
lordship  wrote  wprd  it  was  done  July  the  27th.. 

In  the  same  letter  the  treasurer  proposed, 
that  (according  to  the  treaty  of  peace)  care 
should  be  taken  of  the  following  particulars, 
yiz.  Newfoundland,  HudsonVbay,  Acadia,  St. 
Christophers,  Assiento,  and  other  things  con- 
tained in  the  treaties  of  jcpmmerce. 

These  particulars  the  treasurer  tbougitt  to' 
have  been  executed,  until  within  a  few  weeks 
he  heard  the  contrary  by  accident,  and  that 
the. time  in  the  several  treaties  was  elapsed. 
Ib^pon  this,  the  treasurer,  on  Wednesday,  June 
tlie  2d,  told  Mr.  Moor  qf  this,  and  that  every 
body  would  be  liable  ^o  blame  who  are  in  the 
queen's  service.  Thursday,  June  the  3d,  1714, 
lord  Bolingbroke  writes  to  the  treasurer  a  letter 
Which  begins  thus. 

Mr.  Moor  has  been  thb  morning  with  me, 
and  has  put  into  my  hands  a  paper,  which  he 
calls,  I  thiok,  not  infproperly,  a  charge  upon 
fne. 


This  paper  coBtaios  the  a«|)ect  abave-mea- 
tkNwdiR  the  treMUfer's  letter  of  July  the  jttt^ 
1713,  eleven  months  before;  and  yet  theta 
faiiite  ace  now  cbaigefl  upon  tha  tneasurer. 


The  Committee  cannot  bet  obeenre,  that  his 
lordship  has  here  taken  to  hiaMeif  the  credit  of 
corresponding  by  bis  own  hand,  and  his  otro 
charge,  in  all  the  courts  ooooerned  ia  the  pre- 
sent negotiations,  aud  that  very  often  he  has  had 
the  good  luck  to  set  right  several  nststakea,  and 
to  obuin  some  things  very  little  eipected.  Thai 
he  boasted  of  his  laying  hold  of  a  saaaaaable 
opportunity  -in  parliament,  upon  rejecting  the 
bill  of  commerce,  to  prevail  with  membm  of 
that  House  of  Commons  to  come  into  the 
payment  of  the  Civil  List  Debts:  and  hat  aba 
charged  several  persons,  then  in  high  stations  in 
her  majesiy^s  service,  with  corruption  and  im« 
l»ezz]emi*nt  of  the  public  mqn^ ;  and  pre&nmed 
to  recommend  himself  to  hermigesty,.by  having 
nsed  all  bis  skill  and  credit  to  keep  the  Uoose 
of  CommoBS  from  examining  into  the  sense* 
And  your  Committee  having  received  inforaaa- 
tion,  that  large  sums  of  money  had  bean  direct^ 
^  for-  special  services  relatmg  to  the  war»  by 
signs  .manual  and  warrants,  upon  the  sarna* 
countersigned  by  his  lordship,  which  sums  weva 
•afterwards  paid  to  his  lordship's  order;  year 
Committee  thought  it  iiKumbent  upon  theaa  t» 
lay  before  the  House,  copies  of  the  anid  aignt 
manual,  and  warrants,  and  orders  thereupon^ 
together  with  extracts  from  the  register  of 
the  exchequer;  whereby  it  will  appear,  that 
these  large  sums,  issued  for  the  service  of  tha 
war,  were  received  and  applied  to  his  lordship's 
private  use. 

Your  Committee  in  drawing  up  and  forviing 
this  Report,having  observed  several  traosactions, 
orders,  and  directions,  given  by  the  ministary  ia 
tha  queen's  name,  which  are  in  no  manner 
agreeable  to  her  majesty's  sentiments  aad  iiH 
tentions,  as  expressed  iu  her  several  nesaagaato 
parliament,  aad  speeches  from  the  throne^  cmt- 
ceroing  the  terms  of  peace  which  st>e  v»aa 
pleased  to  communicate  to  both  Hooaes) 
thou^^t  it  their  duty  to  enter  into  a  partioaUc 
examination  of  this  matter,  and  to  compare  bar 
majesty's  declarations  with  the  measureathat 
her  ministers  presumed  to  take  in  carrying  on 
these  important  negotiations. 

The  first  time  that  the  queen  made  any 
mention  of  the  peace  to  the  parliament,  was  on 
December  11, 1711,  at  which  time  nothii^  had 
been  concluded  between  England  and  France, 
but  the  fpecial  preliminaries  tliat  were  a%ned 
by  the  earl  of  Dartmouth,  and  Mr.  St.  John, 
on  the  part  of  England,  and  M.  Mesna^^r  on 
the  part  of  France,  Sept.  27th,  1711,  end  the 
general  preliminaries  signed  by  M.  Mesnager 
ouly,  which  were  sent  over  by  the  earl  of 
SirafTord,  as  the  foundation  ofii^neral  Daaoe. 
After  these  preliminanes  Were  si^upd,  Inr^Sc^ 
John  had  presse^l  M.  de  Torcy,  that  the  king  of 
France  woi4d  explain  himself  with  regard  to 
the  aUies;  begy  that  the  queen  may;  bare  tome 
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f  tiii>dtB  gtf  bit  htmMmmmrttfmt  to  di« 
Mticubr  intemt  of  tbd  aUiet,  and  omcM«b 
kb  fayirif,  If  tha  Saeur  Oaiilti«r  Htarnne  with 
lese  mrk»  af  confidenoe^  joa  wiU  memmrpmh' 
imentas  much  inclined  to  peace  m  crer  it 

RSCOWeTk 

Soch  eaplicefeims  as  the  hia|  of  Franee 
loni^bt  it  to  make,  are  coofained  m  the  aiisir«r 
i  the  mefnorial  hraoghc  by  M.  Gaaltier,  Nor. 
I;  ililf  inoerted  in  the  Appeadix.  Upon 
bicb  Imt  majesty*  at  the  openiag  of  "tlMt  aei- 
•n^  in  laying  before  the  parliament  the  alate 
r  iIm  treaty  men  on  foot^  according  to  the  Ad- 
oe  and  Erpresentation  made  ta  her  by  her 
tiniHtn^aaid^  "  Thatnotwitbetandioc  the  arts 
f  thoee  who  delight  in  war,  both  fiaoe  and 
■e  are  appointed  for  opening  the  ttealy  of  a 
tueraLpeace.  Our  allies,  etpecklfy  tke  States 
ineral,  whose  interest  I  look  upon  as  io9ep»- 
ible  irom  my  own,  have,  by  their  ready  een- 
nveooe,  eapreased  their  confideaoe  in  me.^ 
he  qoeen  thoonht  the  States  had  readily 
Moarred  with  her;  hot  it  onnt  be  remem- 
tred,  that  the  States  had  in  the  strongest 
lanner  rs presented  against  the  propositions 
gaed  by  M.  vMesnatter,  as  two  general  and 
■ceicatn,  not  betog  a  8o£cient  iboadatioo 
pen  whioh  a  negotiatioa  might  be  heaarded ; 
ley  dreaded  the  fatal  eops»qaeness  ef  epea- 
m  the  general  cenfcrsneei,  More  the  articles 
nied  hy  France  were  orade  ipeeiie,  and  be- 
»e  they  knew  what  ihey  were  to  knist  to  for 
Kir  own  barrier  and  tlieir  commerce.  These 
Bpreseni miens  were  made  in  Holland  lo  the 
vd  of  Strafiord;  and  Air.  Boys  was  sent  ever 
ito  England  to  enfitrce  them  here. 
But  instead  of  acquainting  the  qeeen  with 
bese  represea  Cations,  or  actinic  according  to 
sr  ou^esty's  aeatiments,  lAr.  St.  John,  Oct. 
th,  declares,  **  derMin  it  is,  that  her  majesty 
80  fiir  determined  in  her  measures,  that  those 
ill  deceive  ihemseires  who  may  imagpne  by 
elay  ta  break  them.''  And  Oct.  f  9th,  «  The 
seen  remains  firm  in  her  fiiat  resolntion,  of 
rating  the  oonrferences  to  be  opened  upon  the 
rtides  signed  by  M.  Mesnager."  And  Nov. 
d,  <*  The  qoeen  will  not  fiaalfy  concert  aphm 
« the  prosecution  of  the  war  with  the  ^States, 
atii  they  join  with  her  in  agreeing  to  open  the 
>ttfereaces  of  peaoe.^  And  Nov.  15th,  lord 
traffi)id  says,  he  bad  now  told  them  her  me- 
aty's  order  to  him  was  to  declare,  that  she 
loald  look  upon  any  delay  as  a  reftfial  to  oem- 
ty  with  her  propositions.  By  these  threats 
id  extraordinary  meaaares,  the  States  are 
SBipeHcd  by  the  queen's  ministers,  to  consent 
lopea  the  oonfereneest  when  at  fie  same 
me  her  ma^y  was  persuaded,  that  they  rea« 
ily  aoncurred  in  what  had  been  proposed  to 
Mm.  fier  majes^  declares^  she  Un>h  npon 
le  interest  of  the  Stases  general  to  he  inse- 
srable  ffonf  her  own,  Mr.  St.  John  declarM, 
hat  Britain  had  gone  so  noeh  too  far  in 
vavint  her  interest  into  that  of  the  oonti- 
ent,  that  it  w««ld  prove  no  easy  task  to  die* 
^tangle  them  wkhoot  taarlMT  and  rending. 
The  queen  ssyi  fiirtbei^  *  Tha  princes  md 


*  Statea  vhieh  have  heea  anggged  iMi  us  ia 
<  this  war»  being  by  treaties  hiHtled  to  have 

their  several  intarests  seoarsd  at  a  peace,  I 
will  not  only  do  my  ntmost  to  prooare  every 
one  of  them  all  leasonable  satisniction,  hot  I 
shall  also  unite  wi^h  them  in  the  striotest  e»» 
gagements  ler  oominiiinE  the  alliance  in 
osder  to  reader  the  general  peace  secure  and 
lasting.^  And  in  her  message  af  the  17th 
Jaenary  ibttewing,  her  mi^^  again  tipressea 

*  thecareshe  intei  '   • 


intended  to  lake  of  all  her  allie% 

*  and  the  strict  union  in  which  she  pioposid  \n 
'join  with them.^ 

By  these  dadaratioas  it  appears,  her  ^t^tifi^ 
tfs  own  sesolation  was  toilette  wiih  the  idliee 
ia  the  strieieet  engagements.  But  her  miuia- 
teis  had  taken  opoa  them,  in  the  private  pro- 
positioos  seat  over  by  Mr.  Prier>  le  insert  an 
article,  that  the  -secret  should  be  iaieekh^ 
kqn  between  Eagland  and  France,  till  aUowei 
to  he  divnlged  by  the  ceoseatof  both  pardet. 
And  although  Fraaoe,  in  the  £nt  proaotitioQa 
sent  over  hy  M,  daTorcy,  had  ofinad  to  treat 
with  BnghuMl  and  UoUaad,  aither  sepaiately 
or  ioint^  with  the  restaf  the  alhes,  at  the  cboioa 
of  Jbighmd^  the  qaeaa^i  minietcis  ezdoded  the 
allies,  and  iuthe  confertaca  held  with  M*  Met* 
negar,  they  are  maah  surprised  to  £nd  that  he 
had  orders  to  iosisc,  that  the  qaeen  should 
enter  iaip  aarticolar  engageinealSy  opon  <fiv«rt 
articles,  wch  depend  not  ilpon  her,  and  whsdi 
regard  the  interest  of  the  allies  t  And  they  in* 
sistthatit  was  aheohitel^  neoetsaryto  remit 
the  discQseiotp  o(the  jparticater  interssU  of  the 
allies  to  ganssal  bonfennces.  And  when  i§f. 
St.  John  waa  pTcssiM  M.  deTorcy  togivethena 
some  explications  ofwhat  was  designed  tor  the 
allies,  heassoreshira^  **  Ifthe  king  woald ofiier 
aplaaofspadfio  pretimiaanes^  ttelineeawill 
never  coauBiinicatf  it  to  her  dhes.*  Andapoa 
another  oeoasion,  l|e  declares  ^  this  aegociaiiBii 
was  hegan  and  canpjed  on,  upon  a  suppositjoa 
that  the  qoeen  must  desist  ^om  many  condiii<4li 
which  in  rigoor  she  ^as  obliged  to  procure  fbt 
her  allies.' 

In  the  message  of  t^  17th  of  January  the 
queen  declares,  ^  Her  pleaipotentiaries   had 

*  begun,  in  poiaaance  t>r  tbeir  instractions,  to 
'  concert  the  moit  proper  ways  of  ()roouiing  a 

*  just  satisfaction  to  all  in  alliance  with  her,  ap- 

*  oording  to  their  treaties,  and  particulacly 
^  with  relatioirto  Spitin  and  the  Indies.*  And 
her  majesty  had  said  before,  in  answer  to  an 
Address  from*  the  House  of  Lords,  presmMed 
11th  December,  ITll,  ^  I  should  beaorry  any 
<  one  could  think  I  would  not  do  my  utmost 

*  to  recover  Spain  and  the  Indies  from  the  house 

*  of  Boarboo. 

Yoor  committee  cannot  mak^  the  least  doubt 
but  her  miqesty  was  determined  to  recover 
Spain  firom  the  house  of  Bourbon.  But  that 
her  ministers  had  no  such  thoughts,  and  did 
BOt  in  the  least  endea^ur  it,  appears  in  every 
partof  theaegocifltion.  In  the  first  propositiona 
sent  over  by  ifr..  Prior,  demands  are  iaade  of 
t^  kiac  of  Franee,  to  be  peri«>med  by  the- 
king  ef  SfMtniy  which  the  ku^  of  Fraaoe  was  ta 
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en^ge  for.  And  m  Appears  by  an  entrj  in 
Utd  Strafford's  book,  Mr.  Prior  had  orders  to 
see  if  tbey  had  full  powers  from  Spain.  In  the 
^special  preliminaries,  an  acceptation  whereof 
'was  signed  by  tbe  earl  of  Dartmontb,  and  Mr. 
St.  John,  September  97Ui>  1711,  it  is  said  ex* 

Iressly*  the  king  promises,  in  the  name  of  the 
ing  of  Spain  his  grandson,  and  according  to  the 
powers  which  his  inajetty  has  received  from 
that  prince,  that  Port  Mahon  and  Gibraltar 
•ball- remain  to  the  English.  These  steps  had 
been  taken  by  the  oneen's  ministers,  even  be- 
fore her  Majesty  hao  made  these  declarations ; 
which  the  committee  camot  therefore  but  con- 
clude lier  majesty  Was  not  informed  of.  And 
Although  ^the  queen's  plenipotentiaries  were 
obliged  by  their  instructions  to  i^fist.  that 
Spain  aad  the  West  Indies  should  not  be  allotted 
to  any  branch  of  the  ^ouse  of  Bourbon ;  when 
the  plenipotentiaries  of  France,  oo  the  11th 
February,  1711-12,  gave  in  their  specific  ex- 
planation of  the  general  preliminaries,  signed 
hj  Mr.  Mesnagar,  the  king  of  France  made 
4ia  first  offers  in  tbe  name,  and  by  virtue  of 
powers  from  his  grandsott  king  Philip,  as  king 
«f  Spain.  On  4th  March,  1711-13,  at  a  meet- 
ing of  the'  ministers  of  the  allies  at  Utrecht, 
where  they  were  to  comnauoicate  to  each  other 
their  respective  demands;  count  Zioxendorff 
insisted,  that  tberestitution  of  the  whole  Spanish 
ononarcby  should  he  expressly  mentioned : 
upon  which  occasion  it  appears,  by  a  letter 
Irom  tbe  English  ministers  of  tlie  6th  March, 
thf,  they  were  the  only  ministers  that  did  not 
make  any  mention  at  all  of  Spain,  and  that 
$hey  were  sensible  of  the  disadvantageoos  oon- 
'^equ^nces  of  being  so;  but  being  desirous  to 
uke  off  this  odium,  they  make  a  genera]  de- 
claration concerning  the  just  and  reasonable 
•Itififaction  for  the  queen's  allies,  in  conformity 
C0  their  alliances ;  and  humbly  hope  what  was 
•aid  will  not  be  found  contrjiry  to  what  has  been 
hitherto  decfaued. 

A4I  tbe  attempt  tliat  the  queen's  ministers 
•ver  made  towards  obtaining  this  great  point, 
which,  her  majesty  declares,  she  sbould  be 
•orry  any  one  could  think  she  did  not  do  her 
mmost  ta  procure,  was  to  demand  assurances 
that  the  crowns  of  France  and  Spain  shooM 
-  never  be  united.  The  method  of  preventing 
thiq  ^nion  was  never  meif tioned  bv  the  queen's 
miimters  in  order  to  Be  treated  of,  uor  the 
l^nde  of  France  and  Spain  ever  asked  upon  it 
/tfU  the  latter  end  of  March,  iTiS. 

In  tM'»  message  her  m^esty  further  adds, 
<-1.^  wptld  will  oowsee how  groundless tlu)se 
'  reports  #r9  which  h^ve  been  spread  abroad 

*  by  ^uen  of-  evil  intentions  to  serve  the  worst 

*  tiesi^;ns,  as  ifk  separate  peace  had  been  treated, 
^  ^r  which xhene  has  not  bean  tbe  least  colour 
''given/ 

la  this  declaration,  her  majesty  is  advised 
by  her  ministers,  in  order  to  clear  them  from 
the  just  suspicioos  whicli  all  tbe  world  had  con- 
9m^  of  the  separate  measures  they  were  en- 
pged  in,  not  only  to  declare  there  had  not  bi^n 
«#e,lMa(  cotoQ^^eii  (or  jodi  jealpvaies^  bu( . 


to  brand  all  that  entertain  siidi  i 
with  the  character  of  men  tiff  evif  inteotm 
that  had  the  worst  designs  to  server  Bottk 
most  just  cause  had  been  given  for  cheee  r^ 
is  sumciently  evident  from  what  was  just  bo 
observed.  The  minbtry  had  insisced  that  tj 
secret  should  be  inviolably  kept  between  £^ 
land  and  France^  exclusive  of  all  the  aihcs,  . 
separate  negociation  between  £o^and  ai 
France  had  been  carried  on  by  papen  m 
backward  and  forward,  and  much  chne  spa 
therein,  as  is  said  in  lord  Strafford's  instrs 
tions.  Mr.  Fnor  had  been  sent  into  Fncc 
and  Mr.  Mesn^ar  had  been  in  £iig^and,  si 
not  thf  least  communication  waa  given  fot  fii 
months  together  to.  any  of  the  allies  of  tbe 
transactions,  which  were  depending  freoi  Am 

1711,  to  September  following,  flnom  thetis 
that  the  first  proposals,  signed  by  M.  deTero 
were  sent  to  the  States^  till  the  seven  ^encri 
preliminaries,  signed  by  Mr.  Memegar,  v« 
communicated  to  them.  When  these  feso; 
preliminaries  were  signed,  which  were  sent  or« 
as  a  foundation  to  open  the  general  confiHesoo 
a  set  of  special  preliminaries  between  y^>^— 
and  France  was  signed  on*  both  parts,  vti^ 
were  concealed,  publicly  disowned,  aad  ntm 
appeared  till  this  inquiry  "i  and  all  these  tm 
sections  had  pa^ed,  however  disguised  to  k 
majesty,  before  the  time  that  her  ministers  M 
vised  the  queen  to  impose  so  groasJj  opoo  A 
nation,  as  to  declare  in  parliament,  there  U 
not  "beeii  the  least  colour  g^ven  for  these  sm 
mises. 

Her  majesty  is  advised  here  to  deciare,  \h 
to  report  that  a  separate  peace  bad  been  tieai 
ed,  proceeds  from  evil  intentions,  and  t6  sgv 
the  wbrst  designs.  But  your  committee  (^ 
serve,  that  after  this  dedaralion  of  the  oaca] 
her  ministers  propose  to  France,  agreef  v^ 
France,  and  sent^positive  and  repeated  eriei 
to  the  queenV  pienipotetuiaries,  no^  only  a 
treaty  but  to  conclude  a  separate  peace,  witi 
France.  On  the  80th  June,  1713,  Mr«  St 
John  acquaints  M.  de  Torcr,  the  ^oeen  «i 
make  no  difl^ulty  to  conclude  imdiediat^i 
separate  peace' with  Francci  leavipg  thb  aSe 
a  time  Wherein  they  may  have  liberty  t^  s^m 
to  such  conditions  as  shall  be  agreed  'apcSV 
Iw^n  the  queen  and  tbe  mo>t  christiaiiUi| 
"  In  Answer  to  this  M.  de  Tdrcy  telb  ]fr.& 
John,  upon  condition  the  queen  does  iwmt 
dia^ely  inake  a  separate  peace,  and  keep  m 
measures  with  her  allies^jthe  (king  hasdet^rsiiDd 
to  send  his  orders  to  permit  the  EngCsh  tioop^ 
to  enter  into  Dunkirk.  On  12 th  JiUj^^U 
Mr.  St.*  John  thinks  th^  qi^een  in  a  O^ijm 
not  to  lose  a  ipoihent's  tjine  in  rnpiTnift^  ^ 
the  ministers  of  France  the  convention  ivi 
general  suf pensjoo  of  arms  both  .by  up  fd 
land,  andeyen  the  treaty  pf  peac«.b€|  ' 
Britain  and  France,    And  on  the  ^Ai 

1712,  M;:  de  Tpfcy  ^pqiwanjs  Mir.TlU  . 
that  tike  king  consented  |e  tl^  A^  o(X 
having  Sicily,  upon  ii$rtain  condittoasyt  a 
one  express  condition 4s,  .that  fi  p^aca  bee 
cbided  li^tween  .£q|^d#  Pnuicv^  •Sfun^  ^ 
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iLVOj«  Aod  at  last,  when  the  treaty  drew  near 
»  a  condutiou.  and  almost  all  (he  allies  were 
ead^tosi^n;  ooUieSOth  February,  1712-13 
oakiTe  orders  are  sent  lo  the  Britisli  plenipo- 
entiariei  to  conclude  and  sien  with  France : 
nd  on  the  48th  lord  Boiingbrok«  repeats  Lis 
rdertto  the  British  flenipotemiartes  lo  con- 
Ittde  and  sfgo  with  France;  and  acquaints 
^m/  the'  duke  of  Shrewsbury  had  declared, 
inu  their  lordships  ha(tordecs,  in  case  the 
Vench  complied,  as  they  now .  have  <ictaally 
on*,  to  sign  her  m^est/s  peace  with  France 
ritfaout  further  delay ;  anid  that  bis  grace  had 
\sQ  declared,  chat  in  this  case  her  miyesty 
rould  open  the  parliament,  by  telling  them 
bat  she  had  made  a  peace  with  France:  these 
wo  considerations^  bis  lordship  says,  were 
>ef  haps,  the  most  prevalent  induotments  to  the 
'^rench  court  to  come  roundly  into  her  majesty's 
tropositjons^ 

Your  Committee  think  they  cannot  close  this 
tead  beuer  than  with  repeating  a  passage  from 
•ne  of  lord  Bolingbroke*s  letters  to  Mr.  Prior, 
rberm  he  says,  "  If  such  overtures  as  these 
vere  not  instantly  accepted,  our  separate  peace, 
rould,  sitting  ibis  parliament,  be  addressed 
or,  made,  approve^*  and  the  cause  of  France 
or  ooce  become  popular  in  Qreat  Britain.'       ^ 

On  the  0th  June,  1712,  the  queen  says,  I 
im  now  come  to  let  yoif  know  upon  what 
erras  a  general  peace  may  be  made. 

On  the  same  day,  lord  Bolingbroke  acoaaints 
if.  de  Torcy,  that  though  the  king  of  France 
tad  not  answered  the  queen's  demands  ac- 
K>rd2ng  to  expectation,  the  queen  would  not 
lefcr  going  that  day  to  parliament,  and  making 
tlJ  the  declarations  that  were  necessary  to 
tnder  the  nation  unanimously  inclined  to  the . 
tcace. 

The  qoeen  says,  <  The  difficulties  had  been 
mcreased  by  other  obstructions,  artfully  cQn- 
trived  to  hinder  this  great  and  good  work,' 
Whereas  it  is  notorious,  that  the  ministeia  had 
eceired  but  the  day  before,  the  account  that 
nbg  Phiyp  had  consented  to  make  the  renun- 
nation,  opon  which  account  only  the  queen's 
peeking  to  the  parliament  had  been  deferred. 

tte  ^ueen  says,  <  I  have  not  omitted  any 
thing  which  might  procure  to  all  our  allies 
what  is  due  to  tl^m  oy  .treaties,  and  what  is 
necessary  for  their  security.' 

Lord,  Bolingbroke.  on  the  very  same  day, 
Q  his  letter  to  b3.  de  Torcy,  says,  **  lord  Strafford 
r  going  back  to  Utrecht;  and  the  instructions 
te  is  to  carry  will  put  the  queen's  plenipoten- 
iari^  in  a  condition  to  keep  no  longer  those 
seasarea  to  which  they  have  hitherto  been 
thliged  to  submit ;  but  from  henceforth  they 
Qay  opeoly  join  with  those  of  France,  and 
.ive^law  to  tbem  who  will  not  submit  to  just 
nd  reasonable  conditions.*^ 

The  qi^een  says,  '  Nothing  has  moved  m^ 
^om.steadily  pursuing  in  the  6rst  place  the 
^e  interest  of  my  own  kingdoms.* 

Lord  Bolingbroke  just  before,  on  the  24th  of 
>^sy,  had  prop<)eed  to  M.  de  Torcy,  that  the 
(ueen  betf^  much  more  ktent  upon  the  ge- 


I  lieral  peace,  than  any  phrticalar  advantages, ' 
commissaries  should  be  appointed  to  settle, 
after  the  peace,  such  points  relating  to  trade, 
a^  required  a  longer  discussion  than  the  present 
crisis  would  admit. 

'The  <iueen  says,  *  That  to  prevent  the  unioa 
'  of  the  two  crowns,  she  would  not  be  content 
'  with  what  was  speculative,  but  insisted   upon 

'*  something  solid  :'  Altheugb  M.  de  Torcy  had 
before  declared  to  the  queen's  ministers*  .That 
to  accept  of  this  expedient  which  they  pro- 
posed, would  be  to  bnild  upon  a  sandy  foun- 
dation. . 

The  queen  says,  *  The  nature  of  the  proposal 
'  for  a  renunciation  is  such,  that  it  execatea 

<  itself;  and  that  France  and  Spain  are  thereby 

*  more  eJTecinally  divided  than  ever.'  But  M. 
de  Torcy  bad  before  assured  the  qoeea's  Uiinis- 
ters,  "  That  thi^  renunciation  would  he  niiUaod 
void,  by  the  fundamental  laws  of  France;  and 
they  wobld  deceive  themselves  who  aoc^ted  of 
it  as  an  expedient  to  prevent  the  unioo  of  th«. 
two  crowns. 

The  queen  says,  *  Provision  is  made,  that 
-*  the  same  privileges  and  advantages  as  shall  be 

<  granted  to  any  other  nation  by  France,  shall 
^  bo  granted  in  like  manner  to  us.'  Bat  it  ap- 
pears by  a  letter  of  lord  Boli^broke*s,  in  Ja» 
nuary  following,  to  the  duke  of  Shrewsbury, 
that  France  refused  to  let  our  trade  stand  upon 
the  foot  of  '  gens  amtcissima  ;*  declared  the 
tariff  1664,  which  was  granted  to  the  Dntch, 
except  the  four  species,  was  too  beneficial 
for  us  ;  and  refused  to  grant  it  until  another 
tariff"  should  be  made  in  Great  Britain  exactly 
conformable' to  that  of  1664,  whereby  oar 
duties  woold  be  reduced  as  theirs  are  in  Friincc 
by  that  tariff. 

As  to  our  commerce  with  France,  the  queen 
savs  here,  June  the  6tb,  1712, '  It*  was  in  a  me- 

*  thod  of  being  settled.'  And  Mr.  Prior  says 
of  it  in  May  following,  near  a  twelvemonth 
after,  **  We  had  like  to  have  made  an  Alha* 
nadan  business  of  it  at  Utrecht,  by  that  explana- 
tion of  our  own  way  of  understanding  our  own 
commerce.  Their  letters  to  you,  full  of  sur- 
raisev  and  doubts^  that  all  was  unhinged  ;  and 
their  letters  tp'  os  again,  that  explanaiioos, 
however  made,  were  only  to  saw  appearances, 
and  Sfgnified  nothing :  this  *  meslange,'  1  sayi 
and  my  (ntteavooriug  to  understand  it,  bad 
like  to  make  me  run  mad,  if  the  duke  of  Shrews* 
bury's  extreme  good  sense,  and  M.  de  Torcy '• 
not  only  honest  but  right  understanding,  had  not 
redressed  us." 

The  queen  sajrs,  *•  The  French  consented  to 
**  deliver  up  Newfoundland  and  Pliceiitia."  But 
it  must  be  remembered,  that  in  the  prelimina- 
ries signed  in  September  preceding,  the  French 
had  reserved  to  thems^li^es  a  Itber^  of  taking 
and  drying  fish  in  Newfoundland." 

The  queen  says,  *  An  libaolnte  cession  was 

*  to  be  made  of  Novdir  SeoiStL  or  Acadia.'  Bpt 
cape  Breton,  which  waa  always  understood  to 
be,  and  is  so  declared  by  lihe  qneenls  instruc- 
tions to  the  dnke  of  Shrewsbury,  tbite  pait  6i 
Nova  Scotia,  is  expressly  giyeaoprto  Prance. 


mi 
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The  ^ean  Mjt,  ^  f2it  trade  to  Sptin  aad 
*  iIm  West  IndiM  mmy  in  gMeral  be  settled,  at 
<it  aMBifttlM  tinw  of  the  Ime  king  of  Spm, 
<  Charles  the  Second.'  But  when  the  prmcotef 
tile  treaty  of  eompierce  came  Irem  lladrid, 
lerdfiolingkNHike  says  of  it,  -"  Tbty  liad  sent  a 
Uiiidy  kMoei  misBhapeDy  Indigested  mon^ter^  jsth- 
ileail  of  that  fair  ufispring  wbidi  nb  bed  re»* 
•on  to  nped  from  oar  candoor/* 

Ifali  Che  other  pirts  of  this  speech  he 
ttiictly  exeditiied)  it  will  he  fMnd  tliat  the  mi<- 
iiistry  did  so  grossly  deceive  the  oaeeni  nfonler 
impose  upon  the  parliameDt  by  her  aatlwfity, 
mt  there  is  scarce  a  paragrapti  that  does  not 
ooBtain  sotne  ufifMr,or  at  teast  eqeitocal  re- 
^retedtatioD  of  the  state  of  the  AegotiafkMis. 
And  tfrheii  thetfoeee  was  advised  ^7  her  roinis- 
ter»  to  flsshe  ciiii  comtaenication  to  parlianenty 
•i  the  temn  upon  wliieb  a  genertfl  psace  might 
W  ssade,  it  is  very  evident,  they  had  ne  asae* 
neors  thst  Fnmee  woeld  nake  goed  what 
they  prevailed  opon  the  queen  to  ddclare  in- so 
,  ealeiim  and  public  a  manner.  For  oa  June  the 
lith.  the  hishep  of  Bristol  is  dtteeted  by  Mr. 
fit'Joha  to  <hscoiirse  with  the  mioisterf  of 
the  aJliffs,  agreeably  to  the  plan  oemained  in 
fcer  mafesty^s  speech  ;  bat  before  his  lordabip 
makes  this  step,  Mr.  St  John  tells  him,  **  It 
fviUbe  proper  that  he  speaks^  first  with  the 
French  plei^ipoteiitiarits  apoa  this  sahjeet; 
whether  ther  will  be  willing,  and  in  whatftaian* 
tkr  they  wiU  he  witlintit  to  gi^e  this  oommani- 
cMioii  to  the  aHies.**  In  a«swer  to  which,  ^ 
Visbep  of  Bristol  writes  word,  June  f8th 
^t  ilie  FWnch  pJenipotriitiaries  declared  they 
hhd  no  sach  orders,  »and  withoOC  ^lem  they 
-c*ahl  net  do  it  I  And-in  this  refiisal  of  owning 
.  the  queen's  speech,  as  cootaining  their  ma^ 
ter'i  offers,  and  in  absolutely  den^iai^  le  treat 
wptn  k,  the  French  plentpmentiaries  pe^ye- 
Y^red,  eren  after  the  Dutch  had  consented  to 
teeac  opoei  that  plan,  and  to  accept  the  qeeen^ 
tpeech  pnrmelerfa  traeUn^. 

[The  Committee  having  poceeded  thee  far 
in  the  perusal  and  ei4minsooa  of  the  books 
imd  papers  referred  to  themi  thought  it  not 
proper  to  defer  this  report  until  lft»ey  had  per* 
feeted  what  remains,  especially  upon  the  affsirs 
of  Dunkirk  aiid  the  AssieotO :  In  lehich  they 
bave  made  such  a  progress^  that  they  hope 
the^ahall  in  a  short  time  he  abAe  to  by  tbeai 
before  the  House.] 
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f%e  FiitsT  pROPOsnjoits  of  Fraeo^  dM$d 
A^rU  «2, 171U 

As  ic  is  not  to  be  doubted  but  the  king  is  in 
a  condition  to  maintain  tliO  wdr  with  glo^,  so 
it  cannot' be  esteemed  a  sign  of  weakness,  that 
bis  majesty  breaks  the  silence  that  he  has  kept 
eioce   the  aeparatioa  of  the  coafhreftces  of 


Oertroydenbeiil ;  and  tfat  before  tli# 

of  thecampaign,  he  etiU  |ieea  new  piueffs  « 

the  desire  toat  he  heeakveyspveeereerft*  pse- 

cure  the  re>-estabyshmeet  of  ^bm  i 

Europe  t  Bet  after  the  eiperieoce  he  I 

of  the  sentiments  of  those  who  sow 

the  repubKe  of  Holland,  and  of  their 

to  reoder^the  aefotnttions  ftvttleM,  b*  ie  «A 

ing,  for  the  Mbhc  good,  to  addresa  (otto  Alt' 

lish  nation  the  Propositions  that  he    thioka  U 

tonsake  ee  end  the  war,  aftd  fiiwilj'  to  eecw 

the  general  traofluillity  of  ChristecKlofla. 

It  is  with  this  view,  that  the  king  ofiers  ti 
treat  of  peace  upon  the  basis  of  tte  fciHowin 
conditions. 

1.  That  the  EogKsb  shall  bttee  resl  aecan- 
ties  to  exercise  tlMir  commerce  be  readier  is 

a  lain,  to  thefndies,  and  in  the  pone  of  tfce 
editerranean. 

S.  The  king  will  agree  to  form  in  the  Lev 
Countries  a  sufficient  barrier  for  the  acconty  &. 
the  republic  of  Holland:  and  this  barrier shaBbi 
agreeable  to  Eqftland,  aod  to  tbe  good  &kf 
of  the  English;  bis  m^esty  pronusiiic  ai  ikv 
same  time  an  intire  liberty  and  sewority  for  the 
oooMnerce  of  the  Dntck 

$.  Reasonable  means  shell  be  aiacffrdy  sad 
Aoftd  fide  sought  out  for,  to  satisff  the  dDles  d 
England  aod  Holland. 

4.  At  the  good  state  of  the  afimira  ef  the 
king  of  Spain  furnishes  new  expedients  io  efeJ 
the  diflhrrnoe  touching  that  nsooarcby,  aod  to 
regulate  it  to  the  content  of  tbe  parties  iau- 
rcstedy  sincere  endeavoors  shatl  be  uaed  to  S8^ 
mount  the  difficulties  raised  on  cbis  ocsaiifli, 
aod  to  secere  the  state,  die  commerce^  and  ge> 
neraUy  tht  interests,  of  all  (be  paniea  eagagsi 
ia  the -present  war. 

5.  The  conferences  to  treat  of  Uie  pCKS 
upon  the  basis  of  these  codditidm  dbsJI  m» 
mediatelv  opened;  and  the  plenpoietttkoB 
that. the  king  shall  Aommate  to  aanst  theror, 
shall  treat  with  those  of  £eglas»d  stfid  Boistd 
alone,  or  joiptly  with  those  of  chor  allies^  c 
the  choice  of  England. 

6.  His  majesty  proposes  tbe  c^iee  of  Ais  h 
Chapelle  and  Liege  M  the  place  where  the 
ptenipoteutiariea  shall  be  a^setobl^^  lefcwlg 
It  to  England  to  choos#  one  bf  tbearrM 
cities  te  treat  therein  o/f,  the  general  peace. 
Given  at  Marli  the  flSnd  day  ef  April,  1711. 

Da  ToacT. 


TNo.  $. 

Pfivt^te  PjtopoiiTioifs  seiU  ^  ■  ■  i    *  Jifm 
EngUmd^dMltASamrday  l4e  Isf  Vjb^ 

ini. 

'  Thatthe  aftan  eras  to  be  sentoeer  <e  ttmir 
fore  final  answer.  ThaCt^  sroaM*4ltt;jM 
peace  but  what  should  be  to  thaeattalMise  ii 
an  our  allies ;  That  the  Duicfa:  sbooM'  fe«*ei 
barrier,  the  eoparer  d^e  for  tbdr  ecte««t^  soi 
the  duke  of  Sarajr  ose;  aaul  thai  he  shcMli 
have  testorediiUthat  was  put  kta.  hie  am8» 
sioa  by  tha  enn>eror;  aedr.Chat  tberreael 
•hooldiMDftaBthry  hMjMk^  toa  h»i 


I  ' 
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A  UiBt  lie  sImuU  Uv»  wb«t  ^Uitr  widttipn 
>uiii  b«  thought  proptr  ;  and  that  inira 
mid  be  taken  to  keep  ths  .Maooe  in  Italy  i 
d  thmt  we  thauld  baipe  poaicive  asanraiMa  that 
I  crowBs  of  Ffaaca  and  Spem  afaoiild  B9vet 
uaiced* 

tbmt  M  oer  aHias  thotOd  be  tatisfiAd  ac- 
rdJng  Uy  thehragreemenis  aod  treadet  with  as. 
TlMt  the  trade  of  Hottand  should  be  secured. 

IUlati4m  $9  GkbaT'Beitaiv  inparticukr. 

That  our  trade  aod  commerce  shoold  be 
ttled  and  acreed  oo  sach  a  foot^  as  will  be 

the  satisfaction  of  the  siilgects  of  Great 
-itain. 

That  the  government  should  be  acknowIe|ed 
France^  as  it  is  now  settled  in  Great  Britain. 
Thet  Gibraltar  and  Port  Mabon  should  con- 
lee  ID  the  possesston  thej  now  are  io« 
That  Danhirk  shoold  be  demolisbed. 
That  the  Asstento  should  be  iniirely  in  the 
nds  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  that  France,  iior 
» other,  should  pretend  to  meddle  in  It^  but 
rkaia  eiijoj  it  after  the  peace  M  the  French 
i  now.  ■  ^ 

That  Newfbondlan^  should  be  ibtirelr  gwn 
}  to  (he  EiHltsh  ;  that  the  trade  of  Huc^on's 
ly  shoald  continue  in  the  hands  of  the  French 
id  Bo^lish,  as  they  are  bovir. 
And  thfit  all  things  in  America  should  con- 
nue  in  the  possession  of  those  they  should 
!  found  to  DC  in  at  tlie  conclusion  of  ihe 
iace. 

That  all  advantages,  or  liberty  of  commerce 
lat  has  been  or  shtul  be  granted  to  the  French 
f  the  Spaniards,  shall  be  equally  granted  to 
te  sal  jects  of  Great  Britain/ 
That  the  secret  shall  be  inviolahlv  kept,  till  al- 
wed  to  be  divulged  Ijy  the  mutual  consent  of 
)tb  parties  concerned. 

Pr.  was  sent  to  France  the  day  of  July, 
^1 1,  Itful  a  power  signed  by  the  queei),  and 
rdered  to  return  if  they  maqe  difi&cultiea,  ai>d 
»  see  if  they  had  full  powers  firom  Spain. 

N«  He  was  mei  by  Bussi,  be  told  at  Dover 
9  met  oae  going  to  France  strait  from  the 
ver.  Bu&si  coming  without  a  pass  was  taken 
Pj^  and  tbe  p^ple  desired  to  inspire.— ^jtcT. 


No.  3. 


Ann  from  Mr,  Secretary  Si.  JI6kni0iht 
Qiiee»»  dm(ed  Sept.  dOfA,  1711. 

Medam  ;  The  lords  of  the  emtrMitte^  of 
tituutf  met  thk  morning  at  tbe  Cockpit,  lind 
\rtcuid  the  esil  ef  Dnrtmontfa  and  myself  to 
Dnfer  with  Mens.  Mesnagor; 

We  taw  hidi  accordingly  this  eteniflg  at  Mr. 
tiof's  bhuae,  where  my  ford  ttmmttr  and  m^ 
)rd  eliaaikberbim  ware  likewise  pieseUt 

He*  hH  put  iilth  our  hands  the  answer 
|«edby  tbe  king  of  Fraece  to  tbe  demaDdi 
ist  gent  over  by  yo«r  ffl«|e&(yVorder»  and  this 
iit#er  omnpliM  with  every  arlkfei^eicepi  the 
itb,  relating  to  Nortb-Ameriea  t  iMifind  boer- 
m,tiiitt  srtihaU  heebbco  cottpesnd  tfcis 


ptint,  in  tbe  aanaer  whioh  font  mi^esty 
time  ago  resolved  te  pass  it  in^  provided  1 
gave  you  satisfaotion  upon  tbe.,7tb  artic 
lite  has  now  intirely  done. 

The  profusitioos  which  me  to  be  sea 
HoUattd^esthe  foundation  of ^  genensl  i 
we  have  likewise  received  from  him,  mk 
which  was  thought  ihe  mom  haUe  to  objt 
has  been  very  miich  mended.  My  ion 
sorer  having  however  firopq^  some  i 
alteration^  in  eider  to  make  the  who 
more  palatable  abieed  ;  and  Jllons.  Ale 
seeming  inclined  to  e^ree  to  tbem.|  I  a 
a^ttodraw  them  into  .form  lbs  myi< 
Ihe  couecil  to  consider  to  aiarrow  morai 

Thisi  madam,  being  tbe  preseat  situai 
the  tteaty,  yoer  servaats  e«e  unaairoott 
opieieoi  that  the  wacniet  and  fall  f 
sheuki  be  prepared  this  nighty  and  tnaoe 
te  year  OM^Iesly ;  hy  mktek.  means,  ti 
yoar  pleasure,  the  kccer  may,  pass  the 
seal  to-morrow. 

It  is  now  so  eztremelv  late,  and  I  b 
much  business  to  dc),  v^hlcb  muisC  of  aei 
>be  got  ready  by  morning,  thai  tbe  wboU 
would  not  suffice,  if  I  was  to  ingross  tl 
strunent  in  my  own  hand  writing ;  I  ihc 
make  use  of  a  clerk  to  transcrtlM  them, 
is  the  sante  who  has  copied  all  the  ] 
which  have  passed  in  the  course  of  this 
tiatibn. 

There  comes  an  exact  translation  of  t 
powers  in  this  pacquet ;  the  words  of 
are  very  ample  and  extensive,  but  th 
agreeable  to  the  form  used  by  yuur  n 
upon  such  occasions. 

My  lord  treasurer  moved,  and  all  m^ 
^ere  of  the  same.opioion,tbatMr.  Prior? 
be  added  to  those  who  are  impuwernl  to 
tbe  reason  for  which  is,  because  he.  1 
pettonaMy  treated  eith  Mens,  de  Torcy, 
best  witness  we  can  ptodiice  of  the  st 
which  the  general  prelinunary  engagemer 
eetered  into ;  bessdes^  which,  as  he  is  tli 
veked  ia  mattet».of  tredeef  all  jeur  mn 
servants  who  havebeeo  irusled  in  the  i 
if  you  shnll.  think  fit  |o  eotploy  liim  < 
future  treaty  of  comnaerce,  it  will  he  oi 
seqaence  tltot  he  has  been  a  pArty  ceacer 
coueludilif  that  convention^  which  must 
rale  of  tUstreaty.  The  rest  of  the  ph 
teotiaries  are  all  those  who  have  the  ken 
sit  in  your  m^esty's  cabinet  Cooneil,  whi< 
lords  understood  to  be  your  majesty's  pie 

TheOfttend  mail  which  urrived  last 
brought  no  news, — ^{.^^  with  the  ntmo 
pecty&c  1    t..        £LSt.  Jo 

Ne.4. 

Tk9  Aiisimt  0f^  Frame  to  the  Frelh 
DemandtforOteai  Britmn  more  pa 
larfy. 

Tbe  king  being  partkularly  kifortaed. ' 
las^  mcomriil  that  the  ministers  iif  grew 
tain  retorM<l  tc  Bft.  Mesna^,  of  the  < 
«tti«ai4tf  ihsifMfre^  lo  IMifiiiiciheg< 


peace  to-  tlie  satiifiu^^tioti  of  all  the  pattie)  in- 
terested in  the  present  war ;  and  his  majesty 
plainly  seeing,  as  the  meihdriat  sets  forth,  that 
oecan  tcn'no  risque  by  engaging  biinaatf  in  the» 
BHinneii  tbereMi  expiesscdy  since  the  f>reltahi» 
iiarjrariiclrs'  will  not  ba?e  any  effsei  belbre  the 
aigmngof  the-  general  peaice ;  dMria^  •more* 
«per  Yvry  siocerely  toilo  all  that- ia  in  hit  power 
toadTanoe  the  re<e6taliliflhraent  of  therepoae 
•f  fiuropo»  etpeciaiiy  by  a  way  so  agr^able  to 
Mb  inajyestf  as'  the  interpositiaci  of  ft  pnaccBS 
idli  imf  whMn^'to  many  ties  of  blood  should 


unite  .with  hitny  and  whose  seuttments  for  the 
piib4ie.traaq««Uity  canfiot  bo  doubted  :  His  nia« 
jeUf^  moved  with  those  consideraftioiis,  hsth  or- 
dmd  the  Sieor  Mesnagtr,  knighc  of  his  order 
of  8(.  Michat  I,  dc|ittiy  to  the  cooncil  of  oom- 
tieroe,  tu.gnre  in  wsitiiiit  the  -following  ana«f«fs 
to^he  articles  contained  in  tUe  inomorial  which 
was  seat  to  hiai,  intided,  Prelnamary  Demands 
fi»r  OreA  Britaiip  more  particularly. 

Preliminary  Demands  for  Gnat  Britain  more 
paHicuiarljff  with  the  King's  Answers, 

Art.  I.  The  succession    to   the  crown    of 
these  kingdoms,  according   to  the  present  es> 
tablibbmeut,    shall    be    acknowledged. — Ans, 
His  majesty  will  acknowledf^e  the  qifeea  of 
s  Great  Britain  in  that  quality,  as  al>o  the  suc- 
cesaion  to  that  crown  according  to  the  pre- 
sent establishment. 

II.  A  new  treaty  of  commerce  between 
Great  Britain  and  France  shall  be  made,  after 
^aaost  just  and  reasonable  manner. — Aus,  The 
kiag  consents  to  make  a  new  treaty  of  com- 
merce with  Great  Britain,  after  the'  must 
JQSC,  most  reasonable,  and  most  AdTautageous 
manner  to  France  and  Great  Britain.    . 

in.  Dunkirk  shall  be  demolished.*^ J iti. 
l^u^h  Dunkirk  has  cost  the  king  very  great 
sums  of  Money  in  purchasing  as  well  as  for- 
lifyiug  it«  and  that,  a  very  considerable  ex- 
pence  wUJ  suU  be  necessary  to  raise  the 
worka;  bia  majesty  is  howevet  willing  to 
engage  thiU  they  shall  be  demolished  im- 
niHiJiuely  alUT  the  conclusion  of  the  peaces 
upon  con  <j  ill  on  that  an  equivalent  shall  be 
giv^n  him  tu  ]ii%  own  content,  m  lieu  of  the 
fbrtificati  jn%  of  tbat  place ;  and  as  England 
cannot  furnish  the  said  equivalent^  thediscus- 
si<7n  thereof  shall  be  referred  to  tho  confer* 
ences  held  for  tlie  negotiation  6f  the  general 
peace. 

IV.  Gibraltar  and  PortMahon  shall  remain 
ia  the  hands. of  those  wi^  now  possess  them. — 
Ans,  Tho  king  promises  in  the  name  of  tlie 

king  of  Spain  his  grandson,  and  according  to 
the  power  that  his  majesty  has  received  nom 
that  prince,  that  'Gibraltar  and  Port  Mahon 
shall  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  £n|^b  who 
now  possess  them. 

V.  The  Assiento  contract  shall  be  made  with 
the  English  after  the  same  manner  that  t^e 
Jrench  now  possess  it;   and  such  places  m  | 
Danish  Amer^  ihiil  bt  albttcd  to  those  in- I 


tere^ed  in  the  said  coiamiefck^  toi  therefiresb- 
ment  and  sate]  of  their  negroef,  as  ahaU  be 
thought  necessary  and  convenient. — Am.  The 
English  shall  have,  after  the  peace  c6ii- 
doried,  thetreatyOf  negroes  of  Guinea  to  the 
West  Indies,  alias,  the  Assiento  contract,  apon 
the  same  conditions  that  ttmtoonventipn  was 
made  by  the  king  of  Spain  with  the  French  : 
So  that  the  company  which  will  be  established 
for  this  eflfect  in  EngUnd  shall  have  the  prero- 
gative of  refreshing,  vending,  and  selling,  their 
negroes,  in  hll  (he  places  and  ports  of  America 
upon  the  North  sea,  in  tjiat  of  Buenos  Ayres, 
and  generally  in  all  the  places  and  ports 
wherein  the  importation  was  permitted  to  the 
ships  of  the  company  formed  in  France  nader 
the  name  of  the  Assiento. 


yi.  All  the  advantages,  rights  And  privil^esv 

which    are  already   granted,  or    which    ahaU 

hereafter  be  grantra,  by  Spain   to  the  sbbjects 

of  France,  or  of  any  other  nation  whatsoever, 

dhall  jbb    likewise  granted  to  the  subjects  of 

Great  Britain.^-^iu.  The  king  promises^. for 

himself,  and  for  the  king  of  Spain,  piusoimt 

to  thi^  power  which  is  in  liis  majesty *a  bajids 

-    that  this  article  shall  be  granted  in  case  tho 

peace  be  CQUcluded,  as  the  foregoiogv  and 

thut  it  shall  be  punctually  executed 

VII.  And  for  the  better  protecting  the  cons- 
merce  ^in  the  Spanish  America,  the  English 
shall  be  put  in  possession  of  such  places  af 
shall  be  named  in  the  treaty  of  peace. 

France  having  oflSered  o  real  sopueUjf  for  tha 
commerce  of  the  subjects  of  the  queei)  of 
Great  Britain  in  the  Spanish  America,  it  was 
never  doubted  hot  France  thereby  meant  soma 
places ;  and  we  have  been  confirmed  in  this 
opinion,  since  France  hath  proposed  Gibraltar 
as  a  security  for  the  commerce  of  Spain  a^  of 
the  Mediteris^ean.  The  advantages  and  the 
privileges  offered  by  the  Sieur  Me^ftager,  aiv 
not  tone  regarded  as  real  securities^  becaasc^ 
it  will  always  be  in  the  power  of  Spain  to  re- 
sume them:  Therefore  it  is  believed  tbat 
France  is  obliged,  either  to  caoseto  be  yiekied 
to  Great  Britain  the  places  deoHmdod  in  this 
article,  or  to  procure  it  new  advantages,  such  as 
the  love  ot  peace  may  make  it  accept  as  aa 
•qaivalent.  Upon  whicli  we  think  ours^fcs 
obliged  10  insist^  tbat  this  minister  be  famished 
with  a  sufllcient  power.  And  further^  to  tes- 
tify the  sincerity  wherewith  we  treat,  end  the 
desire  that  her  ma|estv  of  Great  Britain  hath 
to  advance  thc^  general  peace;  she  bath  thopight 
fit  to  declare,  that  the  difficulty  erkien  upon 
this  article  may  be  removed,  in  granting,to  her 
the  following  articles. 

That  the  Assiento  contract  be  made  with 
Great  Britain  for  the  term  of  thirty  jreefv-T- 
Ans.  Thongh  the  king  of  ^^n^  in  tlie  b^^o- 
ningof  his  reifjn,  was  inclinable  toTV^^ 
the  French  nation,  having  occasion  ^,siip- 
plics  of  money  to re^vehis country  fhMh  an 
jm'peodiug  war;  this  prince,  iiotwithsranjfcig 
tliese  considerations,  giraiijed  but  for  ten 
years  to  the  Fr«och|  uie  priril^e  of '  lbs 
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trenty  of  nepqes :  it  would  Im  rerj  mncb 
in favoar of  the  English  to, leave  m  their 
,  haDdf  for  twenty  jears  a  prerogative,  which 
it  seems  all  the  aations  of .  Europe  would 
each  enjoy  in  their  tara.  Yet  the  king  pro- 
wises,  that  the  king  bis.  graudsou  shall  yield 
to  the  English^  during  thirw  years  suooes- 
•ively«  the  treaty  of  negroes  of  Guinea  to  the 
Wes(  Indies,  alias,  th^  Assiento  contract, 
upon  the  same  conditions,,  prerogatives,  and 
privileges,  granted  to  the  French  cprop^y, 
and  which  they  enjoyed,  or  ought  to  Imve 
enjoyed,  ^ince  the  first  of  i/ltLj^  1702,  to  this 
tipie. — ^The  king  shall  grant  this  article. 

That  the  whole    Inland  of  St.  Christophers 
«  secured  to 'Great  Britain*       .  ^ 

That    the    adv^ptages   and  exemptions^  Of 

iuties  promised   h^  the  Sieur  Mesnager,  find 

rhjdi  he  pretended  amoatited  to  15  per  cent. 

rofit  upon  all  merchandizes  uf  (be growth  and 

manufacture  of  Great  Britain,   be  efftetually 

ranted   to   that  kingdom. — Ant,  His  majesty 

'  promises  likewise,  in  the  name  of  the  king  df 

Spain,  the  advantages  and  eieroptions  of  the 

duties    whereof  mention  is    made   in  thb 

article  ;  and  which  the  English  shall  enjoy 

immediately    after    the    conclqsion  of  the 

peace,'  at  the  exchange  of  the  ratiiScations. 

Great  Britain  may  refresh  their  negroes  at 
'amaica,  and  th^ re  make   il  distribution    of 
bosewhom    ibey   shall   send  to  Vera  Cruz, 
'brto  Bello,  and  other  factories  in  that  -  part  of^ 
he  Indies?  But  as  on  the  side  of  the  river  de 
Mata,  they  have  no  possession  of  any  colony, 
bey  deuaad  that  there  be  assigned  to  them  m 
hat  river,  some  extent  of  land,  upon  which 
hey  may  not  only  refresh  their  negroes,  but 
eep  them  safe  until  they  be  sold  to  the  Spa- 
iards.    And   as   no  artifice    is  intended    in 
lakino;  this  demand,    they  will  submit  them- 
elve*,  in  this  respect,  to  the  inspection  of  the 
f&cer  tlifit  shSill  for  this  purpose  be  named  by 
ipain. — Ant,  The  general  peace  being  made, 
there  shall  be  assigned  to  the  English  com- 
pany of  Assiento  an  extent  of  land  in  the 
river  de  la  Plata,  upon   which  they  may  not 
only  refresh  "^eir  negroes,   but  keep  them 
eafe  till  they  be  sold,  according  to  the  con- 
ditions which  shall  be  stipulated  by  the  con- 
Tension  whrch  is  to  be  passed  for  the  Assiento ; 
and  to  hinder  any  abuse  of  Ais  pernftisslon, 
the  king  of  Spain  shaH'  tiame  an  officer  to 
ktend  the  affair,  to  whose  inspection  the  in- 
tere^ed  in  the  said  company,  and  generally 
all  tho^  they  shall  errtploy  in  their  service^ 
shall  s6hth  it  themselves. 


Vm.  Newfoundland,  the  bay  and  atreights  of  [. 
[udsoiusball  be  entirely.restored  to  the  Enjjiish  ; 
Jreat  Britain  and  ^ance  shall  respectiyely 
eep  and  possess  all  the  pounjtries,  dominions, 
nd  territories  in  North  America,  which  each 
f  those  nations  shall  ppss^  at  the  Ume  that 
le  ratification  of  this  treaty  shall  be  published 
1  those  parts  of  the  world.— ^M.  The  ^os* 
sion  of  this  article  shall  be  referred  to  the 
g^n^al  c«niere^c^  of  t^f  ptace^provided 


that  the  liberty  of  fishing  imd  drying  of  cod- 
fish upon  the  isle  of  Newfoundland  be  re« 
served  to  the  French. 

In  the  executisa  of  the  orders  of  eke  king, 
wd  the  underwritten  knight  of  bis^oi^er  of  Sr. 
Michael,  depBtv  to  the  council  of  commerce, 
have  adjosted  the  present  answers  to  the  pre* 
Itroioary  demands  for  Great  Britain,  in  number 
eight  articles,  by  virtue  of  the  poiter  of  his  ma^ 
jesty,  of  which  we  have  furnished  a  copy  signed 
with  our  hand,  and  promise  in  the  name  of  his 
said  tn^esty,  that  the  said  answers  sbi^i  bs 
looked  'Upon  as  conditions  that  he  agrees '  to 
grant,  of  whijh  the  articles  shall  be  reduced 
into  the  ordinary  form  of -tresties,  aad  explaiiicd 
after  the  most  dear  and  moat  iaieUigiblemanner^ 
to  the.  common  satisfactiftit  -of  France, and 
Great  Britain.  And  this  « -case  of  ihe  signing 
of  the  treaty  of  the  general  peace.  In  witoesa 
whereof  we  havct  signed,  and  put  the  scair  of  ooc 
arms.  Given  a.t  Lcmdon,  6,7  Seff^  (8 Oct;)  IT  11. 
(L.  S.)        ^LsiJAGzm. 

The  moH. christian  king,  having  testified  t^ 
the  queen  the  sincere  desire  that  he  has  to  set 
the  general  tranquillity  of  Europe  re-establisiifdl 
hv  a  definitive,  sure,  and  durable  peace.  Agreea- 
ble to  the  interest  of  all  the  allies  ;  and  ha\^og 
desired  that  tb'e  queen  would  advance  the  ne* 
pociatipn  of  such  a  peace ;  it  hsth  b^en  thought 
just  and  reasonable,  that  the  interests  of  great 
Britain  should  in  tlie  first  place  be  adjusted  and 
secured.  Forahis  end  the  most-ehristian.king 
having  sent  the  Sieur  Mesnaget^  knight  of  the 
order  of  St.  Micliael,  and  deputy  toche  cnancil 
of  commeree,  he^hath  adjusted  the  above  men- 
tioned articles,  in  number  eight,  by  virtue  of 
the  power  of  his  most  clui^inm  maje^tf,  ivhereof 
he  has  supplied  us  vhih  n  cupy  signed  mtk  hit 
hand  ;  which  articles  v(Q  the  uudervirUtefki  de- 
clare, by  virtue  of  an  t^piess  order  fr*ijn  her 
majttty,  that  she  does  accept  as  preliminary 
articles,  which  only  contum  sudi  ^ect^rkie^  and 
advantages  as  her  majt-sty  thinks  she  maj  in 
justice  expec^  what  prince  sor^vcir  lie  be^  to 
whom  the  naonarchy  ofSpnia  shall  be  allgUed. 
And  these  articles  arc  to  W  looked  upon  as 
conditions  that  hismo^t  christian  mnjciitj^  ngiees 
to  grant;  which  articles  <  hall  be  reduced  into 
the  usual  forms  of  treaties,  nnd  explained  after 
the  tnehi  clear  and  most  mtelligible  mgnner,  to 
the  common  satisfaction  of  Great  Britaio  and 
Fk^nc  c.  A  nd  this  o4 1  y  i  n  c  ase  of  t  be  signi  ng,  of 
the  general  peace.  In  wi Lueses  whereof  we  hav^ 
,;jgned,  and  put  tbe  seaL  of  our  arxns.  Given 
at  London,  S7  Sept.  (8  Oct.).  1711. 

(li.  8.)       DiLETlforr* 
(L.d)        iL8r.Jos«« 


No.  5.      ^ 
Warr  AWT  to  LordJCeepcr,for  affixing  i^t  Ortot 
Seal  to  a  Commmumfor  ngning  a  ^r^aty 
with  Mesnager, 

,.(U  ^')  .  AvvK  IL  ^ndorsed-rlfot  i?s(kI. 

.Our  will  and  pleasure  is,  tl^at  ^ou  ibtthwMli 

capse  our  girent  sei^  of  Gjceat  Britnin  tp  be  a^ 
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fixed  to  «n  instrament  bearing  date  with  these 
presencsy  ivbercof  joa  have  a  copy  hereanto  an- 
nexed ;  containing  our  commissioo  to  joa  our 
keeper  of  our  Great  seal,  and  others  tlierein 
named,  to  treat  with  the  sieur  Mesnager,  snrf 
Iiitber  with  full  power  from  the  mo^t  christian 
king,  concerning  the  interests  of  us  and  of  our 
kingdoms ;  ana  to  conclude  and  sigh  a  condi- 
tionaly  or  evtfatual  treaty,  for  settling  and  se- 
curing the  some.  And  for  so  doing  this  shall 
l»e  your  warrant.  Given  at  our  cattle  at  Wind- 
tor,  this  17th  day  of  September,  1711,  in  the 
tenth  year  of  our  reign.— *By  her  nuyesty's  com- 
mand. 

To  oar  right  tnisCy  and  well  beloted 
Couasellor  Simon  Lord  Harcoort,  oor 
Keeper  of  our  great  ftal  of  Great 
Britain. 

T%kvShA7iov  qf  the  full  F^mtn,  tmmxtd  to  ike 
ffregmng  Wmrritnt. 

Anne,  hj  die  grace  of  God,  Queen  of  Great 
Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  defender  of  the 
laitH,  &e.  To  all  nod  tingalar  to  whom  these 
prej^MKs  flhall  come,  greetaog.  Whereat  tke 
most  christian  king  baUi  jgiiFeo  ns  astaraiM^es, 
that  he  is  ready  to  enter  into  a  negociatiori  lor 
condodiag  a  general  peace,  Vvbicfa  may  be 
ngreeable  to  tke  interests  of  all  the  confedeifntes,- 
Imd  hath  invited  us  to  promote  the  same :  iAnd 
Vfhereas  it  it  highly  just  and  reatoaable  to 
■pee,  in  the  fint  plaee,  con^pming  nor  af- 
fairs, and  tke  adranta^  of  our  kiogdomti  and 
to  tettle  them  by  previont  oondiiionf ,  and  tome* 
#ventaai  treaty :  and  the  mott  ckrittian  king 
Imfing  tent  bitbec  ft>r  that  purpose  the  tienr 
Idesnager,  knight  of  the  order  fk  9l  Michael, 
and  deputy  ia  the  council  of  commerce,  fully 
tnstmcted,  and  pro? ided  with  sufficient  autho- 
rity ;  We  likewise  on  our  part  have  tboughc 
tt  to  name  ceitain  plenipolentiariet  for  tke  per- 
fecting to  necetsary  a  work.  Npw  know  ye,  that 
^e  reposing  spedaf  trutt  in  the  loyaky ,  prudence, 
SMid  tkill,  in  the  management  of  affairt,  of  our 
right  trusty  and  well  boloTed  counteUor  Simon 
karon  Haroonrt,  of  Stanton  Harcourt,  our 
keepe/of  our  great  teal  of  Great  BritMo  :  our 
tight  trusty  and  right  well  bek>Ted  cousin  and 
ooonsellor,  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  Uortimer, 
our  high  treasurer  of  Great  Britain  :  our  right 
-InMty.  and  right  intirely  beloved  consin  imd 
coanselior  John  Duke  of  Bookhi|^haimshir^  our 
president  of  our  council ;  the  right  reverend 
Catker  in  Gi>d,  and  oor  ri^ht  trusty  and  weU- 
beloved  couD«eRer,  John  lord  bishop  of  Brittol, 
and  keeper  of  our  privy  seal ;  our  right  trusty 
smnI  ri^  intirely  Moved  cousin  aod  counsellor 
Ckarlei  duke  of  Shrewsbury,  our  chamberlain 
of  our  household ;  our  right  trusty  and  right 
Well  beloved  cousin  and  councellor,  J^hn  earl 
l^oulet,  oar  steward  of  uur  hoosbold  ;  our  r^ht 
trusty  and  right  welt  beloved  cousin  aad  couo- 
•ellor  William  earl  of  Dartmouth,  one  of  our 
jprinolpal  secretaries  of  scaU  ;  our  right  trusty 
aod  well  bek>ved  counsellor  Henry  ot.  John, 
ntq.|  naother  of  ear .  prmcipai  itcretanea  of 


ttate;  and  our  trntly  and  wcU  beloved  Madiew 
Prior,  esq. ;  have  named,  conttituted,  nod  «p- 
poioted,  and  do  by  these  preseats  oane^  coo- 
tiitute,  and  appoint,  them  to  be  oar  troe,  peal, 
and  undoubted  ptem|>otenttaries  ; ,  givitig  and 
granting  unto  them  mil  power  and  astbonty, 
with  the  aforesaid  sieur  Blesaager,  being  suffi- 
ciently impowered  to  this  purpose  by  dm  asosS 
christian  lung,  for  u%f  aod  in  ^ur  name,  to  nweC 
and  to  treat  of  our  iuterettt,  and  of  thote  of 
our  subjects,  which  are  to  he  settled  by  an 
eventual  or  conditional  coaveatioB  becfveen  us 
and  the  aforesaid  most  christian  king :  And  we 
do  likewise  give  unto  them  fall  power  and  nn- 
thority  to  sign  and  to  exchangie  such  conven- 
tion, and  to  do  and  perform  all  such  ocktr 
matters  at  may  be  necessarv,  in  as  full'  mnd 
.ample  manne£  at  if  we  ourselvet  were  pretent, 
promising  upon  our  royal  word,  tha(  we  wiy 
make  good  adl  such  thiogt  at  thall,  by  oor  afora- 
taid  plenrpoteniiaries,  by  virtue  of  these  pre- 
sents, l)e  concluded ;  and  that  we  will  not  at 
any  ti^e  suffer  the  tame  to  be  broke,  but  on 
the  contrary,  that  we  wiU  religibutly  and  in- 
violable obteirve,  and  caute  to  be  obtervadi  the 
tame.  For  the  greater  mnuifettation  and  tiroigtk 
whereof,  we  have  ordered  onrjpeat  teal  of  Great 
Britain  to  be  fixed  to  tbete  pretentt^  Vfp/td 
with  our  royal  hand.  Given  at  om;  cattle  of 
Wmdsor,  17  th  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  1711.  And  the  10th  year  of  oor  reigo. 

Aims  IL 


No.  6. 
Waekaut  /er  Lord  D&rtmmihf  mud  If^.  At- 
cretary  St.  John,  to  $igm  tke  Fnlmimmkt 
witk  mnce, 

(L.  S.)  Anne  R. 
Whereas  we  have*  seen  and  approved  tke 
paper  hereunto  annexed,  containing  the  de- 
mauds  made  by  our  order,  for  settliQf  and  se- 
curing the  interests  of  iheae  our  Unpfems  in  a 
future  treaty  of  peace,  together  with  we  answen 
of  the  most  chnttian  kins  thereunto,  as  jalso  the 
form  according  to  whi<9i  the  tieur  Mesnager 
proposes  to  sign  the  said  articles,  and  the  de- 
claration which  is  to  be  made  on  our  part ;  we 
do  therefore  hereby  direct,  authorise  and  im- 
power  you  to  sign  the  said  declaraticm  nccord- 
mgly  :  and  for  to  doing  this  shall  be  yoor  soffi- 
cient  warrant.  Given  at  our  casde  at  Windtor, 
thit  SSth  day  of  September,  1711>  in  the  lOtk 
year  of  our  reign.  A.  & 

To  (mr  right  trusty  and  right  well  belov- 
ea  cousin  and  counsellor,  William 
earl  df  Dartmouth  and  our  right 
trusty  and  well  beloved  counsellor,  j 

Henry  St.  John,  etq.  our  principal  a»> 
oretimt  of  State;    dT  SepU  (4  Get.) 

nil. 
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to  tome  to  a  gemrul  Pcerew 

.At  kiag  bting  williog  m  eootribme  aB  it 
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his  power  to  tbe  re^esttlilishinent  of  the  general 
peace,  his  majesty  declares, 

1.  That  he  will  acknowledge  the  qneen  Of 
Great  Britain  in  that  quality,  as  also  the  suc- 
cession to  that  crown,  according  to  the  present 
establishment. 

3.  That  he  will  consent  voluntarily  and  bond 
fide,  to  take  all  just  and  reasonable  measures  to 
hinder  the  crowns  of  France  and  Sipain  from 
being  ever  re-united  upon  the  head  ot  one  and 
the  same  prince,  his  majesty  being  persuaded 
that  this  excess  of  power  would  foe  contrary  to 
the  good,  and  to  the  general  repose,  of  Europe. 

3.  The  king's  intention  is,  timt  all  the  parties 
engaged  hi  the  present  war,  without  excepting 
any,  may  find  their,  reasofiable  satisfaction  in 
the  treaty  of  peace  to  be  made  ;  that  the  com- 
merce be  re-established,  and  be  hereafter  sup- 
ported to  the  advantage  of  Great  Britain,  Hol- 
land and  other  nations,  which  have  been  ac- 
customed to  exercise  it. 

4.  As  the  king  is  also  willing  to  maintain  ex- 
actly the  observation  of  the  peace,  when  it  shall 
be  concluded  ;  tfnd  that  the  view  his  majesty 
propows  to  himself  is  to  secure  the  frontiers  of 
nis  kingdom,  without  troubling  in  any  manner 
whatsoever,  the  neii;bbouring  states,  hejpromiset 
to  agree  by  the  future  treaty  of  peace,  that  the 
Dutch  shall  have  in  their  bands  the  fortified 
places,  which  shall  be  specified,  in  the  Low 
vountries,  to  serve  hereafteras  a  barrier^  which 
may  secure  the  repose  of  the  republic  of  Hol- 
land, against  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  France. 

5.  The  king  also  consents,  that  there  be 
formed  for  tlie  empire,  and  for  the  House  of 
Austria,  a  sure  and  convenient  barrier. 

6.  Though  Dunkirk  hath  cost  the  king  very 
great  sums  of  money,  as  weU  to  purchase  as  to 
fbrtify  it,  and  that  a  cotisiderable  expence  will 
atill  be  necessary  in  order  to  rase  the  works 
thereof,  his  roajesly  is  nevertheless  willing  to 
engage  to  cause  them  immediately  to  he  de- 
molished after  the  conclusion  of  the  peace,  upon 
condition  that  there  be  given  him  for  the  fortifi- 
cations of  that  place,  an  equivalent  agreeable, 
and  to  bis  own  content :  and  as  England  can- 
not furnish  the  said  equivalent,  the  discussion 
thereof  shall  be  referred  to  the  conferences 
to  be  held  for  the  negociation  of  the  peace. 

7.  When  the  conferences  for  the  negociation 
of  the  peaca  shall  be  formed,  all  the  pretentions 
•f  the  princes  and  states  englged  in  the  present 
war  shall  be  bon&Jide  and  amicably  discussed 
thereat ;  and.  nothing  shall  be  omitted  to  re- 
gulate and  to  conclude  them  to  the  satisfaction 
of  all  the  parties. 

By  virtue  of  the  king's  full  power,  we  the  un- 
derwritten knight  of  his  order  of  St.  Michael, 
'de|)jity  to  the  council  of  commerce,  have,  in  his 
majesty's  name,  settled  these  jpreliminary  ar* 
ticles.  In  witness  whereof  we  nave  put  to  our 
•eal.  Given  at  London,  sr  Sept.  (8  Oct.)  1711. 
(L.  S)       Mbskaobb. 

Separate  Articles. 

The  king  promises  to  restore  to  the  dnke  of  Sa- 
toy,the  dominions  and  territorittwbich  belonged 


to  that  prince  at  the  beginning  of  the^presen  t  war, 
and  which  his  majesty  now  p^ossesses :  assuring 
further,  that  his  said  majesty  wiU  consent  that, 
there  be  also  yielded  to  the  duke  of  Savoy  such 
other  places  in  Italy  as  shall  he  found  agree- 
able to  the  sense  of  the  treaties  made  between 
that  prince  and  his  allies. 

By  virtue  of  the  full  powef  from  the  kioft, 
whereof  we  have  furnished  a  copy  signed  with 
our  own  hand,  we  the  underwritten  knight  of 
his  order  of  St.  Michael,  deputy  to  the  council 
of  commerce,  have  concluded  this  present  pre- 
liminary article,  and  do  promise,  in  the  nam« 
of  his  majesty,  that  it  shall  be  as  duly  executed, 
in  case  the  general  peace  be  signed,  as  if  it  had 
been  inserted  in  the  other  preliminary  articles 
by  us  this  day  adjusted.  In  witYiess  whereof^ 
we  have  signed  the  same,  and  afiixed  the  seal 
of  our  arms  thereunto.  Given  at  London,  37 
Sept.  (8  Oct.)  1711.  (L.S.)    Meskaceb. 


No.  8. 


Ser  Mcjeuty^t  Ihstbuctiovs  to  the  Earl  of 
Straffordy  AmbauadoTy  &c.  to  the  States 
,     General.    October  1, 1711- 

Upon  your  arrival  in  Holland,  (whither  yoti 
are  to  repair  with  all  possible  diligence)  ^Ois 
shall  take  the  first  opportunity  of  conferring 
with  the  Pensionary,  and  of  informing  him, 
that  we  have  sent  you  back  as  soon  as  some 
matters  of  the  greatest  moment  were  ripe  and 
fit  to  be  laid  before  our  good  friends  and  allies 
the  States  General. 

You  are  to  repfresent  to  this  minister,  and  t 
such  others  as  shall  be  appointed  to  confet 
with  yoB,  That  when  we  received,  in  the  month 
ot  May  last,  by  your  dispatches  to  us,  an  ao^ 
count  of  the  sense  which  those  among  them, 
who  wer^  at  that  time  in  the  secret,  had  of  the 
overtures  made  by  France  for  settling  a  general 
negotiation  of  peace  again  on  foot,  and  of  the 
answer  which  it  was  desired  might  be  returned 
to  the  propositions  signed  by  M.  de  Torcy,  • 
we  did  iqomediately  acquaint  the  enemy,  that 
their  ofiers  were  thought  by  us,  and  bjf  the 
States  General,  neither  particular  nor  full 
enottffh,  and  therefore  we  did  insist  that  they 
should  form  a  distinct  project  of  such  a  peace 
as  they  were  willing  to  conclude. 

You  are  further  to  inform  the  Dutch  ministers 
that  this  affair  being  transacted  bv  papers  sent 
backward  and  forward,  and  much  time  being 
lost  in  this  dilatory  method,  we  did  at  last  think  . 
fit  to  send  to  the  court  of  France,  in  order  to 
have  from  thence  some  more  certain  account 
of  the  disposition  towards  peace,  and  of  the 
terms  on  which  they  might  be  willing  to  make 
it. 

That  the  French  did  hereupon  seiid  over  a 
person  with  powers  to  treat  and  to  settle  some 
preliminary  articles  to  a  general  negotiation  ; 
out  that  this  person  being  neither  fully  instruct- 
ed, nor  sufficiently  empowered,  a  still  further 
delay  was  created,  and  it  became  absolutely 
neces^aiy  to  dlow  him  to  letitHo  hb  court  for 
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more  ample  instructions ;  we  being  detenmned 
on  our  part)  according  to  the  desire  of.  the 
pensionary,  and  of  the  other  ministers,  to  leave 
nothing  undone  which  might  bring  the  French 
to  be  more  ({irect  and  particular  in  their  over- 
tures. 

You  are  to  communicate  to  the  pensionary  ^ 
tnd  to  the  ministers  you  confer  with,  the  paper 
herewith  delivered  to  you,  signed  by  M.  Mes- 
nager,  an  old  acquaintance  of  theirs,  and  one 
with  whom  they  have  formerly  treated ;  repre* 
tenting  to  them,  that  though  the  several  ar- 
ticles do  not  contain  such  particular  concessions 
•9  France  must,  and  to  be  sure  will  make,  yet 
they  are  in  our  opinion,  a  sufficient  foundation 
whereupon  to  open  the  conferences. 

That  we  were  unwilling  to  take  upon  our- 
•elves  to  determine  the  several  interests  of  our 
allies,  and  did  therefore  resolve  to  content  our- 
aclves  with  such  general  offers  as  might  include 
an  the  particular  demands  proper  to  be  made 
in  the  course  of  the  negotiation,  during  which 
it  must  be  the  most  careful  endeavour,  and  the 
Sxed  principle  of  all  the  confederates,  to  bold 
&8t  together,  in  order  to  obtain  from  the  enemy 
the  Inmost  which  can  be  hoped  for  io  the  pre* 
tent  circumstances  of  affairs.  And  this  rule 
jou  may  assure  them,  that  we  shall  on  our  part 
£rmly  adhere  to. 

t  If  upon  this,  or  upon  any  other  occasion, 
the  ministers  of  Holland  shall  express  their  un- 
easiness, lest  we  should  have  settled  the  inter- 
ests of  these  our  kingdoms,  in  a  future  peace, 
by  any  private  agreement ;  you  are  to  say,  that 
we  have  refused  to  suffer  the  treaty  to  be  car- 
ried on  in  our  own  country,  and  that  we  shall 
4tiU  continue  to  do  so,  unless  tbev  constrain 
OS  to  take  another  measure:  that  by  this 
means,  the  Dutch,  and  all  our  allies^  will  have 
(be  opportunity  and  conveniency  of  treating 
jmd ,  adjusting  their  different  pretensions,  in 

J>romoting  of  which  we  shall  exert  all  that  zeal 
or  the  common  good,  and  for  their  particular 
Advantage,  which  we  are  sure  they  do  us  the 
justice  to  confess  that  we  have  «hewu  through 
,^ihe  whole  course  of  our  reign. 

You  wiU  fur  titer  say,  that  you  can  take  apon 
yourself  to  assure  them,  that  we  have  made  no 
etipulations  for  ourselves,  which  may  clash 
;witb  the  interest  of  Holland ;  that  those  articles 
which  we  expect  should  be  inserted  in  the 
future  treaty  of  peace,  for  the  particuUr  in- 
terest of  Great  Britain,  are  for  the  most  part 
euch  as  contain  advantages,  which  must 'either 
conttnua  to  the  enemy,  or  be  obtained  by  us. 
And  also,  that  no  concessions  whatsoever  can 
tempt  us  to  embrace  the  blessing  of  peace,  un- 
less^ our  good  friends  and  allies  the  States  Gene- 
ral have  all  reasonable  satisfaction  as  to  their 
barrier,  as  to  their  trade,  and  in  all  other  re»- 
f»ects. 

These  assurances  being  given  in  our  name, 
you  are  to  insinuate  strongly  to  the  ministers 
of  Holland,  how  just  reason  we  should  have  to 
he  offended,  and  to  look  on  the  proceediag  be- 
tween them  and  us  as  very  unequal,  if  they 
ahottld  pretend  to  hart  any  further  nacosiness 


upon  thia  h^ :  aad  we  being  detanniiied  te 
accept  of  no  advantages  to  ourselves,  repegnaBl 
to  their  interests,  nor  of  any  peace  which  maj 
not  be  to  their  reasonable  satisfaction  ;  tbei 
the  figure  which  we  have  made  through  the 
whole  course  of  this  war,  and  the  part,  whicfi 
we  have  acted  in  it,,  spperior  4o  what  anj  of 
the  allies,  evea  those  wbo  ard  nearest  to  the 
danger,  and  in  interest  most  deeply  concerned 
have  done,  might  justly  entitle  us,  if  we  should 
so  think  fit,  in  the  fir»t  place,  to  adjust  and 
settle  the  particular  concerns  of  Great  Britain, 
before  we  should  consent  to  set  thegeneial  o^ 
gotiation  on  foot. 

If  those  engageknents,  which  we  are  oader 
by  our  treaties,  of  making  no  peace,  but  in 
concert  with  them,  or  the  particular  oblipitiow 
of  the  barrier  treaty,  are  objected  to  you,  yo« 
are  to  say,  as  to  the  first,  that  we  have  not  ia 
any  sort  acted  conrtry  thereto ;  that  we  are 
so  fya  from  making  a  peace  without  their  0011- 
currence,  that  we  have  declared  our  firva 
resolution  not  to  make  it  without  their  aatiir 
faction ;  and  that  all  that  htfs  passed  betwee* 
France  aqd  us,  amounts  to  no  more  than  an 
introduction  to  a  general  negotiation:  as  to 
the  latter,  you  will  represent  very  earnestly  Uk 
them  bow  much  it  is  for  the  interest  even  of  Hi4> 
land  itselfi^  rather  to  compound  .the  adv^ntam 
of  the  barrier  treaty,  than  to  insist  upon  Uia 
whole,  since  it  is  notorious,  the  House  of  Aa»» 
tria,  and  several  other  of  the  allies,  are,  and 
must  necessarily  continue,  utterly  averse  to  it; 
and  since  you  may  yourself  assure  them,  upon 
the  observation  whu^h  you  have  made  during 
your  stay  here,  that  nothing  can  be  more  odioos 
to  the  people  of  these  kingdoms,  than  many 
parts  of  this  treaty ;  and  that  nothing  has  pre- 
vented that  national,  and  imiversal  indii^natien 
which  would  have  broke  out  upon  this  occasioa 
but  the  great  care  and  industiy  which  has  beea 
used  to  calm  the  minds  of  those,  who  are  a*- 
q.uainted  with  the  terms  of  thb  guarantee,  and 
to  keep  the  same  as  secret  ^as  possible  from 
those  who  are  not  yet  apprised  oif  then.  Yea 
will  expostulate  further  with  the  ministeiy  ef 
Holland,  by  shewing  the  absolute  necessiiy  of 
entertainiof  a  good  harmony  between  tbe  two 
nations,  upon  which  not  only  their  motoal  safet/ 
in  a  great  measure  depends,  but  without 
which,  there  can  at  no  time  be  formed  aatrm^b 
sufficient  to  reduce  any  exorbitant  power,  and 
to  preserve  the  balance  of  Europe;  and  of«i 
this  foundatioiK  you  will  ai^gue,  .that  it  is  lbs 
true  interest  ofneither  country  to  insist  on  angr 
conditions  which  may  give  just  apprehensions 
to  the  other. 

You  are  lo  acquaint  them.  That  Frannt 
proposes  Utrecht,  Isimighen,  Aix  la  Chapdk^ 
and  Liege,  as  places  in  any  one  of  which  the 
conferences  may  with  convenieocy  be  held; 
that  we.  have  refused  to  let  the  general  treaiy 
be  carried  on  in  our  own  country,  and  that  we 
are  ready  to  send  our  plenipotentiaries  to  such 
of  these  four  towns  as  may  be  most  agreeable 
to  them. 

Xoa  ane  to  cooidttdeypur  cenfatnco  bj  Mi^ 
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i%  that  tbey  will  ^^  aH  pt>90ible  dnpfttcb  to  the 
hoi<re  of  a  plate  of  trea^,  aod  that  tba  pass- 
orts  to  tbe  French  plempotentiaries  nay  be 
ostened ;  k  being  in  our  opinion  of  importance 
D  to  forward  the  progress  of  ^is  great  hStdr, 
bat  oa  one  hand  we  may  not  be  exposed  to 
»egin  too  late  the  preparations  for  the  neit 
ampaign,  oor  on  the  other  to  pot  onrselves  to 
n  expence,  which  in  tase  the  general  treaty 
(TOceedS)  will  be  ,onoecessary. 

And  wfaer,ea9  not  only  the  Dotcb,  bnt  the 
nperial  and  other  mjnistersy  may  perhaps 
leny  tbe  paper  herewith  delivered  to  you,  to 
«  a  samdent  ground  for  of>ening  the  cod- 
erences  upon;  and  ma^  insist  that  France 
hould  consent  to  preliminary  articles  in  tbe 
istur«  of  those  formed/  and  on  the  part  of  the 
llaes  signed  in  1709;  you  are  in  the  first  place, 
>e6ide8  what  h  m  these  your  instmctioos  before 
iirected,  to  insinuatei  that  the  French  might 
ery  probably  hav*^  been  broof^iit  to  explain 
hemselTea  forther  had  tbey  not  perceived  the 
xtraordinary  nneastnesSy  impatience,  and  jea- 
Kisy,  which  during  their  transactions  with  us, 
lisoovered  themselves  among  our  allies. 

You  are  afterwards  ih  our  name,  to  declare 
o  them,  that  if  they  are  desirous  to  carry  on 
he  war,  and  determined  to  accept  of  no  terms 
»f  peace  inferior  to  tbeee  which  have  been  for- 
nerly  demanded.  We  are,  on  our  part,  ready  to 
M>nciir  with  them,  and  to  continue  to  sacnfice 
he  blood  and  treasore  of -our  subjects,  as  we 
lave  hitherto  done,  for  their  greater  advantage 
ind  security ;  but  that  we  are  in  justice  bound 
leither  to  deceive  ourselves  nor  them ;  and  do 
herefore,'by  Von  our  ambassador  and  pleni- 
Ktienciary,  sofenmly  declare,  that  we  can  no 
onger  Mar  that  disproportionable  burthen 
thich  has  every  year  been  eacreased  upon  us, 
lor  that  dehciency  which  our  allies  in  every 
mrt  of  the  war  are  guilty  of.  That  it  is  evident 
hat  the  common  effort  must  be  still  greater 
igpuntc  tbe  enemy  than  it  is,  or  that  tliere  will 
emain  no  prospect  of  arriving  at  those  ends 
rhich  are  proposed ;  that  therefore  it  is  incum- 
bent on  tbem,  if  the  war  be  contioned,  to  for- 
lish  for  tbe  fa  tare  such  quotas  of  ships  ancl 
brces,  as  they  are  at  this  time  wantioe  in,  and 
o  enoreaselheirexpence,  whilst  we  reduce  ours 
0  such  a  proportion  as  in  reason  and  in  justice 
•oth  should  be  settled  at. 

If  on  the  part  of  tbe  ministers  of  Vienna, 
nd  of  Holland,  their  inability  to  do  more  than 
bey  have  hitherto  done,  be  urged  in  answer 
d  you,  ear  pleaeure  is,  that  you  finish  by  saying 
bat  we  tbink  that  we  may  jvftly  insist  that 
bey  shoald  comply  with  us  in  war,  or  in  peace, 
ioce  in  the  former  case  we  reonire  nothing  bnt 
rhat  u  belongs  to  them  to  perform,  and  what  is 
sseatial  to  the  suoeess  of  oor  arms ;  and  since 
B  the  latter  we  have  done,  and  to  the  last 
ball  oontiHoe  to  do,  all  that  is  in  our  power 
owards  obtaining  such  a  peaoe  at  may  he  to 
be  satnfiMJtioB  of  «U  oor  allies.  A.  R. 


Additional  Instructions  to  the  Earl  of  Straf- 
ford.   October  2,  1711.  .     ^ 

Whereas  by  an  article  in  your  instructions, 
bearing  date  the  first  instant,  you  are  to  con- 
clude the  conference  which  you  shall  have, 
upon  your  arrival  at  the  Hague,  with  the  mr- 
nisters  of  the  States  General,  by  desiring  all 
possible  dispatch  may  be  civen  to  the  choice 
of  a  place  of  treaty,  and  that  passporu  for  the 
French  plenipotentiaries  may  be  hastened: 
it  is  our  further  will  and  pleasure,  that  as  soofi 
as  the  said  passports  shall  be  promised,  yoo  do 
inunedtately  give  notice  thereof,  by  a  courier 
to  the  court  of  France ;  or  if  the  States  Gene- 
ral shall  desire  it  of  you,  that  you  do  send  the 
said  passports  to  the  Marquis  de  Torcy.    A.  IL 


No.  9. 


Extract  from  the  Register  of  the  Resolutions  of 
their  High  Mightineues  the  States  GeneraJL 
of  the  United  Frovinces^  on  Saturday  th^ 
2Uh  of  October,  nu. 

It  having  been  deliberated  upon  what  tkb 
earl  of  Strafford,  ambassador  extraordinary 
and  plentpotentianr  of  her  majesty  the  queeft 
of  Great  Briuio,  has  represented  to  tbe  coa»* 
sellor  pensionary  Heinsius,  in  or^er  to  be  eonw 
munioated  to  their  high  mightinesses,  and  on 
the  preliminary  articles  delivered  on  tlie  part 
of  France,  to  come  to  a  general  peace,  nhso 
conunmsicated  to  the  counsellor  pensionary 
Heinsius:  It  has  baen  diooght  proper,  anil 
agreed  upon,  that  the  answer  to  ne  given  to 
the  earl  of  Strafford,  shall  be,  that  their  high 
naghtinceses,  having  examined  the  said  artic^ 
wiUi  all  possible  attention,  have  found  them 
couched  in  terms  so  generaA  and  obscure,  as  t6 
deserve  great  consideration;  and  that  thejr 
have  strong  apprehensions,  that  by  eniern^ 
open  them  into  a  formal  oegotia^ioa,  the  sn^ 
fairs  of  tbe  peace  will  be  subject  to  many  dew 
lays,  inoertainties,.  and  other  great  incooveoik 
ences,  which  tlieir  high  mightinesses  eamestly. 
desire  may  be  avoided,  that  a  speedy,  good  an4 
general  peace  may  be  the  sooner  come  "at. 
That  for  this  reason  their  high  mightinesses 
have  ordered  the  Si^or  Buys,  who  is  going  ta 
England  in  quality  oftheir  envoy  extraordinary, 
to  communicate  to  lier  majesty  their  fears  and 
thoughts  upon  this  subject ;  and  thereupon  ts 
represent  •  to  her  majesty.  That  they  judge  it 
necessary  in  so  important  an  affair,  in  which 
having  themselves  no  other  aim  but  tbe  ad* 
vancement  of  the  common  cause,  and  the  mu- 
tual interests  of  both  nations,  they  firmly  rel^ 
upon  the  great  wi6dum,and  the  so  much  renown^ 
ed  aeal  of  the  queen  .for  the  common  good,  thsC 
upon  the  representations  to  be  made  to  her  on 
this  subject,  she  will  be  pleased  to  -make  such 
reflections,  as  the  States  believe  an  affair  of  so 
great  consequence  to  the  safer?  and  the  public 
goodeleserves :  the  said  earl  of  Sirafibrd  is  ah* 
destPod,  that  he  will  be  pleased  to  contrttmte  t# 
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A  MEMOKiAL/br  JIf.  Gaultier,  Hamptoth^ourt^ 
October  29,  1711. 

'  The  queen  has  proposed  by  the  earl  of  Straf- 
ford the  opening  of  the  conferences :  theStates 
General  answered,  they  did  not  look  on  the 
memorial  her  majesty  had  sent  them  as  a  suf- 
fioieut  foundatioQ  on  which  tfaej  might  rentnre 
upon  a  negotiation.  Wherefore  thej  had  de- 
terred proceeding  any  further  in  that  affkir 
with  the  said  minister,  until  they  knew  what 
effect  the  reoH^nstrances  bad,  which  Mr.  Buys 
their  envoy  extruordinary  was  ordered  to  make 
to  the  queen  thereuponi 

The  said  envoy  has  represented  to  her  ma* 
jesty,  That  the  States  are  ready  to  concur  with 
Jwr  to  facilitate  the  general  peace,  but  that 
they  bdieve  it  is  hazarding  too  much  to  open 
^tbe  conferences,  unless  tl^  seneral  a|ticle  ofr 
fered  by  France  be  explained  and  specified. 

Her  majesty,  who  has  always  foreseen,  and 
who  still  foresees,  how  impossible  a  thing  it 
would  be  to  bring  the  allies  to  agree  on  a 
]>lan  of  particular  -preliminaries,  and  vtho  re- 
saains  firm  in  her  first  resolution,  to  open  the 
conferences  on  the  articles  signed  by  M.  Mes- 
nager,  has  giten  M.  Buys  her  final  answer  on 
that  head,  That  she  l*o\i%  on  those  articles  as 
containing  in  general  all  the  pretensions  her  al- 
lies can  reasonably^  fonn ;  That  she  still  per- 
■iits  in  the  same  opinion :  she  renews  her  or- 
ders to  the  earl  of  Strafford,  to  repeat  hb  in* 
•tance  with  the  States  General  to  induce  them 
to  choose  one  of  the  four  places  that  have 
been  appointed  for  the  place  of  congress ;  and 
to  oblige  them  likewise  to  dispatch  passports  for 
bis  most  Christian  majesty's  plenipotentiaries. 

Things  being  in  this  situation,  her  majesty 
thinks,  in  order  to  the  speedy  opening  of  the 
conferences,  and  for  the  greater  dispatch  of  the 
work  of  the  peace,  it  will  be  absolutely  requi- 
site, the  mobt  Christian  king  should  give  her 
Aijesty  such  explanations  of  his  designs,  with 
tespecc  to  ihe  particular  interests  of  the  allies, 
at  he  shall  think  fit,  to  induce  them  to  enter 
■lore  willingly  into  a  general  negotiation. 
.  Tlie  Dutch  aim  at  nothing  hut  their  barrier, 
smd  their  commerce,  and  provided  the  queen 
can,  without  fear  of  being  disowned,  specify, 
witlrln  a  small  matter,  the  barrier  which  France 
le  williHg.  to  yield  to  them ;  and  that  she  may 
asaore  them  of  the  tariff  of  1664,  there  is  no 
room  to  doubt  but  ^he  States  General  will 
enter,  without  any  difficulty,  into  the  negotia- 
tion as  It  has  been.coacerted. 
.  The  duke  <>f  Savoy's  ministers  are  alarmed 
for  their  barrier  towards  France.  The  queen 
thinks  it  wpuld  not  only  be  for  the  quiet  and 
•ecarity  of  Iraly.  that  this  prince  should  be 
aaade  more  powerKil  on  ihat  side;  but  her  ma- 
jesty would  be  likeM  i§e  very  glad  if  she  could 
aiyo  him  some  Rssurances  concerning  a  barrier 
K>r  his  country  towards  France  :  And  her  ma- 
jesty looks  on  that  article  to  be  so  essov.tial; 
that  she  hopes  the  auBwer  will  be  as  favour- 
able, and  as  particular,  at  if  possible*  / 
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The  Dutch  and  the  dokt'of  Scvoj  betng 
agreed  oA  those  beads  with  her  mayestj,  the 
greatest  difficulties  chat  may  be  raised  to  ddav 
the  general  peace,  will  presently  be  rciBove^ 
and  the  conference  forthwith  opened. 

There  are  several  pretensions  of  the  other 
allies  included  in  the  general  promise  of  a  rca* 
sonable  satisfiuHion,  that  must  be  azaminad  moA 
settled  in  tha  oonrse  of  a  ncfotiation  ;  as  thost 
ol  the  king  of  Prussia,  and  those  of  tbe  JSIede. 
rate  of  the  duke  of  Hanover,  on  whicb,  if  the 
queen  was  authorised  to  giveassurancea  on  the 
part  of  France,  it  woul4  be  auended  with  this 
good  efiGect,  That  those  powers  would  presendy 
come  into  her  majest/s  views  and  measores. 

There  is  no  room  to  doubt,  after-  all  the 
steps  her  majesty  has  already  made,  bat  she  has 
a  sincere  desire.to  procure  the  general  qoiet  of 
Europe ;  and  if  her  miuestjr  desires  tbat  tha 
most  Christian  king  woiud  give  an  ezplaaatioa 
to  the  aforesaid  demands,  and  to  sucb  oibets 
as  might  happen  concerning  the  particular  in- 
terests of  other  confederal^  princes,  his  most 
christian  majesty  may  be  assured,  the  qaeea 
will  make  no  other  use  of  tbe  oonfidanoe  tha 
king  will  have  in  her,  but  tb  forward  the  nego- 
tiation, in  seeking  the  shortest  and  moat  effiectual 
means  to  attain  a  peace  so  mMch  wished  for, 
that  will  be  honourable  to  his  roost  cfaristiaB 
majesty,  and  secure  and'equitab^e  to  the  conie- 
derates. 


No.  11. 


Answer  to  ihe  Memorial  brought  bjf  M» 
GauUier.     Nov,  18,  1711. 

The  King  sees  with  pleasure,  that  the  queen 
of  Great  Britain  persists  w7th  that  firmness 
worthy  of  her,  in  tbe  desire  she  has  expressed  of 
using  the  m(»6t  speedy  and  effectual  means  for 
attaining  an  honourable  peace  to  France 
and  Great  Britain,  and  which  may  be  at  the 
same  time  both  sale  and  equitable,  with  respect 
to  the  other  powers  engaged  in  the  present  war. 
Uis  majesty  intending  also  to  confirm  bv  deeds^ 
the  assurances  he  has  given  of  the-omfideoce  be 
has  in  that  princess,  his  majesty  thinks  he  caa» 
not  better  express  his  seutimeots,  than  by  ex- 
pUiining  himself  on  the  points  of  this  memorial^ 
with  as  much  frankness  as  if  the  peace^was 
made,  and  asifthere  was  alreadv  a  strict  allianca 
between  him  and  tbe  queen  of  Great  BritaiD. 

So' without  considering  that  there  has  beea 
no  mention  made  hitherto  but  of  prelimioaij 
articles,  and  that  tbe  queen  of  Great  Britain 
does  now  desire  explanations  on  the  paiticttlar 
conditioos  which  are  to  form  the  treaty  of 
peace,  the  king  is  willmg  to  entrust  her.aa  a 
princess  in  amity  with  him,  with  his  thoughts  oft 
the  detail  of  the  chief  conditions  of  tae  peace. 

He  is  willing,  as  he  has  abeady  dedarad,  that 
the  Dutch  should  have  a  barrier  eofficicBt  Ift 
secure  the  tranquillity  of  their  republic. 

He  is  willing  piut  that  trade  be  eestored  and 
maintained  for  the  future  to  their  advantage 
provided  they  will  concur  bmd  JUk  to  the  ie» 
establishment  of  tbe  pe«de« ' 
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As  to  tb«  barrier,  it  would  be  necessarj,  be- 
fore it  be  settledi  to  agree  upoo  the  destinatioD 
of  die  Low  Countriesy  as  the  king  of  Spain  has' 
yielded  them  ^to  the  elector  of  Bavaria^  and 
that  the  king  has  signed  the  treaty  tbereof ;  if 
m  should  not  be  fiilfilled,  the  elector  would  have 
his  recourse  to  his  majesty  to  be  indemnified. 
•He  will  therefore  desire,  that  the  Dutch  should 
pot  into  the  hands  of  the  elector  of  Bayaria, 
the  4owns  and  prorinces  possessed  by  them, 
or  their  allies^  in  the  Spanish  Netherlands,  so  as 
that  prince  may  possess  the  tame  in  sovereignty 
after  the  peace,  in  like  manner  as  he  now 
tiossesses  tne  towns  and  provinces  of  Luxem- 
burg and  Namur,  and  the  places  of  Charleroy 
and  Nieuport :  the  king  will  promise,  that^  on 
condition  of  this  cession,  the  Dutch  shall  put 
garrisons  into  the  strong  places  of  the  Low 
Countries,  which  shall  be  paid  and  maintained 
at  the  expenceof  the  country;  so  that  those 
provinces,  being  possessed  by  an  independent 
prince,  and  garrisoned  by  Dutch  troops,  wiM 
torm  a  barrier,  which  alone  would  be  sufficient 
toaecure  the  repnblic  of  Holland  against  any 
reasonable  apprehension  of  the  designs  of 
France. 

Bnt  the  better  to  secure  the  States  General 
against 'those  vain  fears,  the  king  is  willing  to 
encage  his  word  to  the  queen  of  Great  Britain, 
still  to  strengthen  that  barrier,  by  qnitting  and 
yielding  to  the  Dutch  the  town  of  Menin,  with 
ita  verge,  in  giving  them  Ipres  and  its  clmstel- 
lenie  ;  but  it  must  be  observed  that  Cassd, 
Pdperingue,  and  BaiUeol,  do  not  make  part 
thereof,  and  therefore  his  majesty  reserves 
them  to  himself. 

In  short,  by  yielding  further,  with  the  same 
regard  to  the  barrier.  Fumes  and  the  Fum 
Ambach.  These  are  the  cessions  the  king  i^ 
willing  to  make  for  the  good  of  the  peace ;  but 
then  these  are  the  only  ones  his  majesty  can 
grant,  unless  he  would  leave  open  the  frontier 
of  bis  kingdom. 

As  his  majesty  is  persuaded,  that  neither  the 
intention  nor  the  interest  of  the  queen  of  Great 
Britain  are,  that  France  should  remain  naked, 
«ad  always  exposed  to  the  designs  of  her  en&- 
niies;  his  majesty  expects  to  be  strongly  sop- 
ported  by  England,  in  the  demand  he  makes  of 
the  restitution  of  the  towns  oC  Aire,  Bethune, 
St.  Venant,  Oouay,  Bouchain,  and  their  depen  • 
dencies,  which  he  pretends  to  obtain  by  way  of 
compensation  for  the  places  he  yields,  to  form 
the  barrier  demanded  by  the  Dutch. 

He  still  renews  the  promise  of  demolishing, 
iBamediately  after  the  conclusion  of  the  peace, 
M  the  fortifications  of  Dunkirk,  as  well  towards 
the  land,  as  towards  the  sea,  without  any  ex- 
ception: and  as  it  was  settled  between  the 
king  and  the  queen  of  Great  Britain,  that  a 
fitting  equivalent  should  be  given  for  this  demo- 
lidon,  his  majesty  demands  Lisle  and  Tournay, 
with  all  their  dependencies  and  chaStellenies, 
to  ibrm  the  proonsed  equivalent* 

Tooma^  is  the  ancient  domain  of  the  king- 
dom; it  (oms  the  trootier  of  it ;  aad  it  must  , 
be  looked  opoa  as  a  place  of  safisty  to  Fnuioe, 


rather  than  an  inlet  into  the  neighbonring 
country :  the  king  cannot  receive  a  more  pub- 
he  obligation  from  the  queen  of  Great  Britain, 
than  if  she  will  contribute  to  the  restitution  of 
a  place  so  necessary  for  securing  the  frontier  oi 
bis  kingdom.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  iodif^ 
ierent  to  England,  whether  tins  place  returns, 
as  formerly,  under  the-  king's  dominion,  or 
whether  it  remains  in  the  hands  of  a  foreign 
power;  and  the  interposition  of  the  queen  of  , 
Great  Britain,  by  her  good  o£&ces  on  this  occa* 
sion,  will  cement,  for  tlie  fiiture,  a  most  strict 
union  between  the  crowns  af  France  and  £ng* 
land. 

However,  if  her  majesty's  ^ood  o£^ces  should 
prove  fruitless,  notwithstandma  her  best  end<ia« 
vours  for  procuring  to  bis  majesty  the  restitu<- 
tiun  of  Lisle  and  Tournay,  as  an  equivalent  for 
the  fortifications  of  Dunkirk,  his  miyesty  de- 
clares from  this  present  time,  but  only  to  the 
queen  of  Great  Britain,  that  for  the  good  of  tho 
peace,  be  wDl  be  satisfied  with  the  restitution  of 
the  town  and  citadel  of  Lisle,  with  the  chastel* 
leny  and  dependencies,  without  insisting  on 
Tournay;  being  willing  to  content  himself  with 
this  last  equivalent,  rather  than  to  retard,  by 
more  extensive,  though  just  pretensions,  the  re* 
establishment  of  the  tranquillity  of  Europe. 

The  cession  of  the  Catholic  Low  Countriet 
was  made  by  the  king  of  Spain  to  the  elector  of 
Bavaria,  only  with  a  design  to  indemnify  him 
for  the  losses  he  suffered  during  the  course  of 
this  present  war ;  but  his  majesty,  and  the  king 
his  grandson,  are  further  engaged  by  treaties 
with  that  elector,  to  restore  him,  by  the  peace, 
to  the  possession  of  his  dominions,  of  his  rank; 
and  of  his  dignities,  whereof  he  was  deprived  hjf 
the  war  ;  so  his  majesty  will  demand,  that  this 
prince  resume  in  the  electoral  college  the  ^rst 
rank,  which  was  transferred  to  tJie  elector 
Palatine ;  that  the  upper  Palatinate,  given  to 
the  said  elector  Palatine,  be  restored  to  the 
elector  of  Bavaria ;  and  in  short  that  the  dis« 
memberments  made  from  the  chief  parts  of  tba 
same  electorate,  be  aimuUed,  and  things  re- 
stored to  their  former  order.  * 

Even  these  demands  are  not  repugnant  to  the 
interest  of  the  Dutch,  supposing  tlwt  they  wiU 
consent  to  leave  the  lowcountries  to  the  elector 
of  Bavaria:  for  it  is  consistent  with  their 
maxims,  that  these  provinces  should  be.  pos- 
sessed by  a  prince,  whose  power  secures  their 
harrier. 

However,  if  they  have  different  thoughts  a^b 
respect  to  the  elector  of  Bavaria,  and  that, 
fi>rgetting  the  first  engagements  of  that  prince 
with  the  House  of  Austria,  they  are  persuaded 
that  his  ties  with  France  will  never  be  weak- 
ened ;  if  upon  this  foundation,  they  think  that 
his  power  might  at  any  time  be  dangerous  to 
their  state,  and  that  therefore  it  is  necessary  to 
diminish  the  same ;  regard  may  be  had  to  this 
fear,  ahhoueh  ill  grounded,  by  proposing  for 
the  good  of  the  (»eace,  to  engage  the  elector  of 
Bavaria  to  yield  Bavaria,  and  the  electoral  di^ 
nity,  to  the  prince  his  eldest  son ;  whereof  it 
wottld  be  xmmm  to  ooadiuio  at  tbq  •&«• 
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time  the  niftrmle  wttli  tht  arch  dulcbess^  eMcst 
4Uugbter  of  the  late'  emperor  Josepii.  In  this 
etae  it  should  be  stipulatecl,  that  the  elector 
%rould  be  satisfied  to  posseas  the  Low  Countries 
instead  ef  Bavaria^  with  the  coodition  that  has 
beenmentionedy  of  putting  t>atch  garrittoni  into 
jthe  places  to  be  paid  and  maidtained  at  the 
Chajnge  of  tbo  countiy. 

If  these  proposals  sbeold  be  rejected,  the 
king,  being  enpiged  by  his  treaties  to  take  eare 
of  &  interests  of  a  prince's  ally*  demands  that 
sit  least  the  elector  of  fiavaria  majr  keep  the 
proTioees  of  Luxemburg  and  Namur,  and  that 
his  electorate,  his  dignity,  and  his  rank,  may 
be  reatoied.  to  him;  but  it  would  not  be  just, 
that  beiirg  reduced  to  two  strong  places  in  the 
Low  Counivtes,  he  should  beohlif^ed  to  receive 
a  Duleh  garisoo  tliereia,  which  the  revenue  of 
those  two  provinces  would  not  be  able  to 
cuaiataio.  This  condition  must  be  struck  out ; 
ivbieh  the  king  only  proposes  in  case  all  the 
Low  Countries  be  intirely  ^iven  to  the  elecioic 
of  Bavaria. 

As  the  king  doubts  not,  but  the  queen  of 
Great  Britain  thinks  it  just,  that  the  elector 
Palatine  should  restore  the  upper  Palatinate, 
his  majesty  thinks,  that  the  duchy  of  Limbourg 
might  be  separated  from  the  Lorn  Countries) 
and  tiv^o  to  the  elector  Palatine,  to  indemnify 
1dm  for  the  upper  Palatinate,  whith  he  should 
restore ;  this  his  majesty  leaves  to  the  prndence 
and  justice  of  the  queen  of  Great  Britain.  How- 
tver  it  be,  it  might  be  agreed,  that  the  elector 
Palatine  should  enjoy-,  during  his  life^  the 
upper  Palatinate,  ancl  the  first  rank  in  the 
electoral  college,  and  that  after  his  death,  bodi 
tbonld  return -to  the  elector  of  Bavaria,  and  his 
successor. 

This  second  proposal,  with  respect  to  the 
elector  of  Bavana,  would  bring  no  alteration 
to  the  offer  already  made,  of  j^ielding  to  the 
Dutoh  for  a  barrier,  Menen,  Ipres,  Pom  and 
Furn  Ambach,  en  the  conditions  be6>remeo* 
lioned. 

Bat^he  manner  in  which  they  will  use  Uiis 
prince,  will  decide  the  advaatages  the  king  will 
grant  with  respect  to  trade. 

.  If  one  of  the  preceding  proposals  is  ac- 
eepted,  the  king's  mtention  is  to'  re-establish, 
in  favour  of  the  Dirtch,  the  tariff  of  1664, 
with  the  exemption  of  the  duty  of  50  per  tun; 
his  uM^esty  wdl  partioulari'M  only  some  ex- 
ceptions to  this  tariff,  whereof  the  detail  is 
contained  in  a  memoria]  by  itself:  he  thinks 
Inaiaelf  obliged  to  stipulatt  the  same,  not  only 
to  prevent  the  utter  rain  of  trade,  the  naviga^ 
taon,  and  the  manufactures  establised  io  his 
kingdom,  but  also  to  take  away  the  equivoca- 
tions that  might  hereafter  occasion  coospkutttsy 
and  troublesome  disputes. 

If  it  happens  on  the  contrary,  that  the  pro- 
posals made  in  fiivotnr  of  the  elector  of  Ba- 
▼aria  be  r^ected,  that  he  be  obliged  to  con- 
tent himself  with  the  single  restitution  of  Ba- 
Vhuia  perhaps  dismembered  ftom  the  apper 
Palatinate^  and  the  cleeter  be  deprived  or  the 
iwt  laak  ia  the  eimoial  eotUigt  >  in  thii  omt, 


his  rafijesty  will  only  grtmt  Io  the  Dutck  tht 
tariff  signed  in  May  1699. 

There  would  still  be  another  indemnkatioB 
more  honourable,  but  &r  less  nseful,  and'vrhick 
his  rai^esty  would  nevertheless  paj,  at  tht 
same  rate  of  the  re-establishment  of  the  t&rif 
of  1664,  with  the  exceptions  mentioned. 

The  Dutch,  and  their  allies^  by  refoaiDg  the 
Low  Countries  to  the  elector  of  Bavmria^  woild 
probably  have  the  same  yielded  to  the  arch- 
duke^  The  king  will  consent  thereto,  aad 
moreover,  his  aiajesty  will  dispose  that  eleetar 
to  yield  the  whoSe  electorate  of  Bawria  to  the 
house  of  Austria,  provided  the  kingdom  of 
Naples  be  given  to  that  prince. 

The  proportion  is  not  equal  betwesn  that 
kingdom  of  the  one,  and  the  Spanish  Nether- 
lands on  the  othertparti  with  a  CDuntry  like 
that  of  Bavaria,  and  so  convenient  to  the 
house  of  Austria;  but.  the  king  undertakes  to 
supply  the  loss  of  the  elector  of  Bavaria,  and 
to  make  by  the  indemnisation,  England  aco» 
siderable  gainer. 

Tlie  means  his  majesty  proposes  to  suceeed 
therein,  is,  by  engaging  the  king  of  Spain  to 
vicld  Sicily  to  that  elector,  so  by  possessiag 
both  kingdoms,  he  would  be  indemnified  fur 
what  he  should  forsake  otherwise,  and  the 
English  would  find  their  particular  adTaatage  ia 
the  convet>tions  Eagland  might  make  with  bin 
for  the  commerce  in  the  Mediterranean.  It  k 
not  indifferent  to  the  nation  to  be  seoare  of 
the  prince  who  shall  be  master  of -Messina,  aad 
the  .Oatdi  woulcf  easily  pretent  England,  if 
evet  Sicily  shoukl  -fidl  into  the  hands  of  the 
archduke.  This  reflection  will  not  have  e^ 
caped  the  wisdom  of  the  queen  of  Great  firitais, 
who  shews  likewise  her  regard  to  the  affieurs  of 
Italy,  by  the  article  which  concerns  the  doks 
ef Savoy.  • 

The  kiqg'sHntentionis,  punctually  to  perlbrm 
the  convention  signed  in  his  name,  by  M. 
Mesne^ar,  in  relation  to  tbac  prince.  His,ma> 
jesty  will  aoquaint  him  therewith  directly,  since 
the  queen  of  Ore^  Britain  desires  it.  The 
silence  his  mi^ty  has  kq>t  upon  this  sol^ect^ 
was  grounded  upon  this,  that  his  OMJesty  km 
no  correspondence,  either  directly  or  todurvctly, 
with  the  duke  of  Savoy,  be  referring  himself  to 
that  princess  to  instruct  him  with  what  was 
stipulated  for  him. 

For  what  remains,  the  king  is  so  lar  finoa 
opposing  the  i^randisement  of  the  doke  ef 
Savoy,  on  the  side  of  Italy,  that  he  thinks  it 
would  be  the  advaotaf^  of  tliat  part  jof  Eorope, 
that  the  rest  of  the  Aulanese  should  be  joined 
with  that  part  whereof  that  prince  it  already 
possessed ;  he  would  even  consent  with  pteasaie 
to  treat  him  then  ia  quality  of  king  of  Loan 
hardy. 

The  king's  sentiments  on  this  occasion  being 
intirely  agreeable  ivith  those  ef  the  qaeen  of 
Great  Britain,  there  is  no  room  to  doabt,  hat 
that  princess  wiU  also  agree,  that  it  is  jast  that 
t^  dake  of  Savoy  should  be  satisfied  with  the 
old  barrier  towards  France,  and  that  he  restora 
tha  phuMt  9f  fisillet^^ad  FeMftreUeS)  both 
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ying  io  Dttuphiae ;  to  majesty  confiriDiiig  the  I 
>ronibe  he  has  made  of  restoring  to  hire  the  | 
Jufihjr  of  Savoy,  .  and  the  county  of  Nice ; 
ivbereof  the  consideration  is  still  above  the  im- 
portance of  these  two  places  for  theirontier  of 
J^  kingdom. 

Besickss  these  explanations!  the  king  will 
(ive,  with  an  inlire  confidence^to  the  queen 
)f  Great  Britain,  all  the  explanations  she  will  be 
pleased  to  ask  him,  fur  the  good  of  the  peace ; 
ind  since  she  desires  to  know,  what  are  the 
dug's  dispositions  with  reject  to  the  elector 
:>f  Brandenburgb,  and  the  duke  of  Hanover; 
bis  majesty  a^sores  her,  that  he  will  make  no 
difficulty  to  acknowledge  the  first,  as  king  of 
Prussia,  and  the  second,  .as  elector^  when  the 
l>eace  is' signed.  The  queen  of  Great  Briuin 
nay  e?ea  make  ufie  of  this  confidence,  as  she 
ihall  think  most  fitting  for  advancing  the 
peace,  and  be  sure  that  the  king  will  not  di»* 
)wn  her. 

In  abort,  tbedesim  which  that  princess  ex'^ 
presses,  to  procure  forthwith  the  general^tran- 
)uillit J  of  Europe,  seems  so  sincere,  that  Jiis 
Bi^eaty  is  further  .willing  to  communicate  to  her 
bis  intentions  on  the  peacc^  to  be  made  with 
the  enapire:  which  are. 

To  sieknowledge  the  archduke,  aa  emperor. 

To  restore  to  that  prince,  and  to  the  em- 
pire, Fort  Keile,  in  the  same  condition  it  is 
lowio. 

To  cause  the  forts  built  in  the  Rhine,  and 
iepeqding  on  Stmsburgh,  lo  be  demolislied. 

To  rase  the  fort^qations  built  over  against 
Sunninnen  on  the  right,  and  io  the  Isi^d  of 
the  Rhine. 

In  like  manner,  the  fort  built  on  the  other 
lide  of  th6  Rhine,  over  against  Fort  Louis,  as 
well  as  that  part  of  the  bridge  leading  from 
the  Islaod  to  the  right  hand  shore  of  the 
Rhino, 

To  demolish  in  general,  all  the  fortifica*' 
tiona  built,  or  raised  on  the  other  side  of  that 
river. 

In  abort,  to  restore  to  the  «mperor  the  town 
of  Brisac,  except  nevertheless  the  fort  called 
Ifortier,  lying  on  the  left,  and  on  tbia  sida  of 
he  Rhinew 

Upon  these  conditions,  which  sufficiently 
^lew  the  king's  desire  of  leaving  the  empire  in 
peace ;  his  majesty  desires  only  for  himself  the 
Mstitntiun  of  the  town  of  Landau ;  and  for  the 
lilies  the  re-estahiiahment  of  the  elector  of 
Cologne,  in  his  dommions,  benefices,  and  dig^ 
ni^;  t|ferring  himself,  as  to  what  relates 
\»  the  elector  of  Bavaria,  to  what  has  al- 
ready bedn  mentioned,  with  respect  .to  that 
irince. 

The  king  expects  with  impatience  the  happy 
iffecta  of  the  application  of  the  queen  of  Great 
Britain,  in  contributing  to  the  re-establishment 
»f  the  peace ;  and  his  majesty  desires  with  no 
ess  earnestness  a  fitting  time  whercio  be  may 
(ive  public  proofs  of  hb  senriments  for  that 
tdnoeiik 


No.  It." 

St  Jamais  Ded,  «5.  If  19, 
The  QuECN*s  iNSTRrcTiou's  to  my  LardFrivyi 
Seal,  and  the  Earl  of  Straff  or  d^  her  ^U* 
nipotentiarietfor  a  General  Feace, 

Upon  your  arrival  at  Utrecht,  you  are  %m 
begin  by  concerting  with  the  ministers  efoor 
allies,  in  what  manner  it  may  be  most  proper 
to  open  die  cooferenoes,  and  what  method  (• 
observe  in  the  progress  of  the  treaty.  Ywt 
will  upon  this,  and  upoa  all  other  occasion)^ 
earnestly  represent  tp  these  mhiistera,  that 
great  importance  of  appearing  united ;  and 
fi^r  that  reason,  recoaimeod  to  them,,  that  if 
any  difference  or  dispute  shoald  arise,  the  same 
should  be  acoooMnodated  amongst  yourselves, 
that  France  may  have  no  hold  to  break  m 
upon  you  ;  but  on  the  contrary,  whenever  yon 
meet  the  enemies  ministers  in  the  congressi 
every  opinion  that  is  delivered,  and  every  in« 
stance  that  is  made,  may  be  baoked  bj^ 
the  concurrent  force  ef  the  whole  conMesi 
racy. 

In  order  to  bring  this  great  work  to  a  speed/ 
issue,,  and  to  prevent,  as  much  aa  possible^  aaj 
advantage  which  the  enemy  might  take,  by  v 
long  negotiation,  of  dividing  the  allies,  or  ol 
slackening  their  preparations  for  another  eam^ 
paign,  you  are  to  propose,  that  a  time  be  fixed 
/or  the  conclusion,  as  was  done  for  the  eoi»* 
mencement,  of  these  oonierenees. 

If  it  shall  be  thought  proper  to  begin  by  th# 
disposition  of  the  Spanish  monarchy,  you  ara 
to  insist,  that  the  security  and  reasonable  sa* 
tisfaction  which  the  allies  expect,  and  whicH 
his  most  christian  miyesty  hat  promised^  cannot 
be  obtained,  if  Spain  and  the  West  Indies  btf 
allotted  to  any  branch  of  the  house  of  Bourbon  t 
and  in  case  the  enemy  should  object,  as  the  \m* 
perial  ministers  have  done,  That  the  second 
article  of  the  seven,  signed  by  theSieur  Mes-i 
nager,  implies,  that  the  duke  of  Anjou  shall 
continue  on  the  throne  of  Spain,  you  are  to 
insist  that  those  articles,  as  far  as  they  'extend, 
are  indeed-  binding  to  France ;  but  that  theyr 
lay  neither  us,  nor  our  allies,  under  any  pos« 
sitive  obligation ;  that  the^  were  received  onljr 
as  inducements  for  opening  of  conferences ; 
and  that  an  agreement  to  take  measures  for 
preventing  the  .crowns  of  France  and  Spain 
from  being  ever  united  upon  one  head,  canaol 
be  constiued  by  ^ny  means  to  imply  that  the 
latter  should  remain  to  the  present  possession, 
since  by  the  sixth  article  of  the  preliminaries 
made  in  1709,  this  very  point  was  insisted 
upon,  although  in  the  same  preliminaries  it  was 
agreed,  That  the  duke  o^  Anjoo  ahould  aban* 
don  the  throne  of  Spain.  In  treating  therefore 
upon  this  head,  you  are  to  consider,  and  set<« 
tie.  in  conjunction  with  our  allies,  the  most 
effectual  measures  for  preventing  the  crowns  of 
France  and  Spain  .from  being  ever  united  upoa 
oiM  head  ;  and  the  conditions  which  shall  be 
agreed  as  necessary  to  this  effect,  you  are  pe** 
remptorily  to  insist  upom 

Whether  the  great  ar^de  -^  ikt  SflMUili 

'igitizedby  VjOOQIC 


tMTii] 


APPENDDC-^Jb^por^  rthiiig  u  At 


[ctXTiH 


nonarcbj  shill  be  m  tb6  first  place  acyasted, 
or  whether  it  sball  be  thought  expedient  to 
defer  the  consideration  thereof;  jou  are,  in 
behalf  of  our  allies,  to  demand  of  France  the 
Allowing  terms,  with  such  extensions  and  al- 
terations, as  the  several  parties  concerned  may 
be  desirous  of,  and  as  shall  appear  just  and 
reasonable.  Andforyoar  better  information 
and  guidance,  as  well  in  respect  to  the^  ar« 
ticles,  as  to  others,  the  several  memorials  and 
representations  which  we  hare  received  from 
divers  princes  and  states,  concerning  their 
interests  in  the  treatj  of  peace,  are  herewith 
delivered  to  you. 

In  the  first  place,  with  respect  to  the  in- 
terests of  our  good  brother  the  emperor,  and  of 
the  empire,  yon  are  to  insist,  that  the  tovm 
and  citadel  of  Strasbourg  be  restored  to  them 
in  the  same,  condition  ibey  are  at  present, 
together  with  the  fort  of  Kehl,  and  the  de- 
pendencies thereof,  situated  on  both  sides  of 
tiie  Rhiae,  without  tBe  repayment  of  any  de- 
mand of  charges  under  any  pretext  whatsoever, 
with  one  hundred  pieces  ,of  brass  cannon,  of 
different  sixes,  and  ammunition  in  proportion. 
That  the  said  town  of  Strasbourg  be  likewine 
restored  to  the  rank,  prerogatives,  and  privi- 
l^ea,  of  an  imperial  city ;  and  do  enjo^  the 
same  in  such  manner  as  they  were  enjoyed 
before  it  was  brought  undei;  the  dominion  of 
his  most  christian  majesty,  both  in  ecclesiasti- 
cal and  civil  rights;  and  you  are  to  demand, 
that  the  said  town^  and  forts  be  effectually 
evaeuated  in  such  time  and  such  manner,  as 
shall  be  agreed  upon  by  >ou  in  concert  with 
otir  allies. 

You  are  further  to  insist,  that  the  town  of 
Brisac,  with  its  territory,  be  restored  to  his 
imperial  majesty,  and  the  house  of  Austria, 
with  all  the  cannon,  artillery,  and  ammunition 
that  are  therein,  to  be  held  and  enjoyed  by  his 
said  imperial  maiesty,  in  such  manner  as  he 
ought  to  have  held  and  enjoyed  the  same,  pur- 
suant to  the  treaty  of  Ryswick, 

Yon  ore  to  endeavour  in  procure,  that  his 
roost  christian  majesty  may  hereatter  have  the 
possession  of  AUatia,  in  such  wise  only  as  ap- 
pears to  be  according  to  the  literal  sense  of  the 
treaty  of  Westphalia,  and  by  virtue  thereof, 
that  be  be  contented  with  the  right  of  prefec- 
ture over  the  ten  imperial  cites,  lyiag  in  the 
said  country  of  Alsatia,  witliout  extemling  the 
said  right  to  the  prejudice  of  the  preroeatives, 
rights,  and  privileges,  which  belong  to  them,  as 
to  other  free  cities  of  the  empire ;  but  that 
his  said  most  christian  majesty  may  efijo3r  the 
aforesaid  right,  together  with  the  prerogatives, 
revenues,  and  demains,  in  like  manner  as  he 
ought  to  have  enjoyed  them  at  the  time  of  the 
conclusion  of  the  treaty  abovementioned. 

You  are  to  demand,  tbat  the  fortifications  of 
the  said  ten  towns  be  put  in  the  same  condition 
they  were  in  at  the  time  aforesaid^  except  the 
town  of  llandau ;  the  possession  and  propriety 
whereof  you  are  to  procure  to  the  emperor 
and  the  empire,  with  liberty  to  demolish  tlie 
fortificatioDs  of  that  plaoe^if  they  shall  thiak^t. 


You  are  likewise  to  insist,  Umt  hb  sost 
christian  mi^esty  in  pursnance  of  tbe  said 
treaty  of  Westphalia,  do  cause  to  be  demo- 
lished in  such  time  as  shall  be  agreed  on,  nad 
at  bis  own  expence,  the  fbrtre&ses,  which  be 
has  at  present  on  the  Rhine,  from  Basse  to 
Philipsburg,  namely,  Hunningen,  New  Brisac, 
and  tort  Louis,  with  the  works  belonging  to 
the  said  fort,  on  both  sides  the  Rhine,  witLwt 
ever  rebuilding  the  same. 

You  are  further  to  demand,  tbat  the  town 
and  fortress  of  Rhinfelc,  with  its  dependencies, 
be  put  into  the  hands  of  our  good  cousto  the 
landgrave  of  Hesse  Castle,  until  that  mmlter 
be  otherwise  settled. 

The  clai^  inserted  in  the  fourth  nrtide  of 
the  treaty  of  Ryswick,  relating  to  religion, 
being  contrary  to  the  honour  of  the  treaty  of 
Westphalia :  you  are  accordingly  to  insist, 
that  the  same  be  revoked  and  annnUed,  and 
that  the  state  of  religion  in  Germany  be  f* 
stored  to  the  tenonr  of  the  treaty  of  Westpha- 
lia aforesaid. 

You  are  likewise  to  insist,  that  his  most 
christian  majesty  do  acknowledge  oar  good 
brother  the  king  of  Prassia  in  that  quality  : 
and  that  he  do  promise  not  to  give  to  his  smd 
Prussian  majesty,  any  disturbance  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  principality  of  Neafohatel,  and 
of  the  county  of  Valeniein :  and  thai  he  do  re- 
store the  pnndpality  of  Orange,  to  these  te 
whom  it  shall  appear  by  law  to  appertain,  and 
such  other  estates  as  did  belong  to  oor  late 
dear  brother  king  William  the  Third,  which 
are  now  in  the  hands  of  France. 

Your  are  also  to  demand  the  icknowledging 
of  the  electorate,  which  has  been  erected  in 
favour  of  the  duke  of  Hanover,  now  elector  of 
Brunswick  anoT  Lunenburg. 

And  if  any  difficulty  shall  arise,  concerning 
the  time  of  acknowledging  bis  Prussian  oMijesty, 
and  the  elector  of  Hanover,  the  ministers  of 
France  insisting  not  to  do  it  until  the  peace  be 
signed ;  and  the  ministers  of  these  pnncea,  in- 
sisting to  be  received  .as  the  ministers  of  a 
crowned  head,  and  of  an  elector,  at  the  fint 
openingof  the  congress,  yoo  are  in  such  case^ 
to  endeavour  by  some  expedient  to  reconcile 
the  dispute.  Yon  may  in  the  first  place  pro- 
pose, that  the  several  ministers  should  confi^r, 
and  treat  together,  without  exchanging  or  pro* 
ductng  their  foil  powers,  until  they  come  to  con- 
clude and  sign :  you  may  in  the  next  phiee  ofier, 
that  the  full  powers  of  the  Pmsaian,  and 
Hanover  ministers  be  accepted  ^nth  a  decla- 
ration, that  thb  shall  be  of  no  oonseqnence, 
unless  the  general  peace  ensue:  thirdly,  yon 
may  endeavour  to  terminate  the  diflerenoe,  b^ 
pressing  to  have  the  full  fiowers  of  all  the  mi- 
niuers  put  into  the  bands  of  such  plenipo* 
tentiaries,  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  by  the  parties 
present.  • 

As  to  oar  good  brother  the  kini:  of  Portii|eal, 
you  are  to  insist  that  he  have  and  enjoy^l  the 
benefits  and  advantages  granted  to  htm  by  the 
treaties  made  betwetn  os,  onr  allies,  aiid  his 
seidnii^jesty..  ^  , 
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As  to  wbift  relates  to  ihe  particular  interests 
of  onrg<X>ld  friends  and  allies,  the  States  Ge- 
neral, joo  are  to  insist  iliat  the  most  christian 
king  do  jidd,  towards  Fofnsing  a  sufficient  bar- 
rier to  them,  Furnes,  Fort  Knock,  Menin, 
Ipres,  Lisle,  Toumav,  Cunde,  Valenciennes, 
and  Maubeuge,  as  likewise  Douaj,  Bcrhune, 
Aire,  St.  Venants,  and  Bouchain,  with  their  se- 
veral dependencies,  and  the  cannon,  and  ar- 
tillery, and  ammunition,  now  being  in  such  of 
the  abovesaid  towns  as  are  still  in  the  hands  of 
the  Frenil),  to  be  garisooed  in  such  manner  as 
is  or  shall  be  agreed  on  between  as,  and  the 
said  Scates  General,^or  others  concerned.  You 
art  further  to  insist  on  that  head,  that  his  most 
christian  majesty  do  restore  all  the  towns, 
forts,  and  places,  belonging  to  Spain,  wbidh  he 
at  present  possesses,  or  lias  been  in  possession 
of,  during  (he  coOrse  of  this  war  in  the  Spa- 
nish Low  Countries,  together  with  the  cannon, 
artillery,  and  ammunition,  now  being  and  re- 
mainiag  therein,  to  the  end,  that  such  part  of 
them  that  have  been,  or  shall  be  thoui;ht  fit,* 
may  also  be  allotted  for  a  barrier  to  the  States 
General. 

You  are  to  use  your  «tmo«t  endeavours,  that 
the  Utiflf  of  1664,  be  granted  by  France  to 
the  said^tates  General,  with  the  suppression  of 
all  other  tarifis  made  since  that  time ;  revok- 
ing and  ^nuUhig  all  edicts,  declarations, 
and  decrees,  contrary  thereunto ;  that  Che  ad- 
vanuges  of  the  treaty  of  Ryawick  be  likewise 
given  to  the  States ;  and  that  the  exemption  of 
fifty  penoe  per  tun  be  allowed  to  all  Dutch  ves- 
sels, trading  to  the  ports  of  France. 

Yoo  are  however  to  take  especial  care  not 
to  suCFer  these  articles  in  favour  of  the  States 
general  to  be  concluded,  until  the  treaty  of 
succession  and  barrier  be  so  explained,  as  to 
remove  those  apprehensions  which  we  have  as 
to  the  conseouence  of  it  in  some  points,  con- 
cerning which  jou  are  already  instructed,  and 
shall  l^reafter  be  more  fully  informed  of  our 
pleasure. 

M  to  our  good  brother  the  duke  of  Savoy, 
yoo  are  to  demand  that  he  be  put  again  ioto 
posseseion  of  the  Dutchy  of  Savoy,  county  of 
Nice,  and  all  his  {lered'itary  countries  *  and 
places  yielded  to  him  by  the  treaties  made  with 
the  emperor  and  others  of  the  allies;  and  (hat 
bis  most  christian  majesty  do  likewise  yield 
to  the  said  duke  of  Savoy,  the  towns  of  Exilles, 
Fenesrrelles,  and  Cbaumont,  together  with  the 
valley  of  Pragelas,  and  all  the  tract  of  land 
lyinc  between  Piedmont  and  monot  Genevre, 
so  that  the  said  mountain  may  serve  hereafter 
as  a  barrier  between  the  kingdom  of  Frauce 
and  the  principality  of  Piedmont. 

When  the  barrier  of  our  good  friends  and 
allies  the  States  General  shall  be  under  consi- 
deration, or  at  any  other  time  which  in  the 
course  of  this  negotiation  shall  to  you  appear 
most  proper,  yoo  are  to  press  the  explaining, 
extending,  and  settling  the  sixth  article  signed 
by  the  Sieur  Mesnager,  which  relates  to  the 
demolition  of  Dunkirk. 

As  tooarownintetests.  jooarttabe  imrti- 
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cularly  attentive  to  them  in  the  whole  course 
4if  this  negotiation,  to  make  use  of  every  sc- 
cident  which  may  happen,  and  of  every  0(> 
casion  which,  the^  several  allies  may  have  of 
our  assistance,  in-order  to  promote  and  secure 
the  same  wh  each  of  them. 

Whereas  by  the  treaty  of  barrier,  the  com- 
merce of  these  our  kinzdoms  to  the  Spanish 
Netheriands,  and  to  sucti  places  as  by  virtue 
of  the  said  treaty  accrue  to  the  Sutes  General, 
is  exposed  to  be  lost,  or  at  least  to  become 
precarious:  and  whereas  the Sieuif  Buys,  their 
envoy  extraordmarv  to  us,  has  himself  ack now- 
legcd  the  reasooabjeness  of  our  apprehensions, 
and  the  justice  there  is  that  we  should  be  se- 
cured against  any  prejudice,  which  we  have 
reaM>n  to  fear  may  arise  to  us  from  those  great 
accessions  which  they  have,  at  the  expcnce  of 
the  blood  and  treasure  of  our  subjects  acquired. 

You  are  therefore  at  the  sam6  time  as  yon 
ose  vour  endeavours  with  the  enemy,  and  such 
of  the  allies  as  may  be  concerned  therein  to 
procure  to  the  states  j^enerftl  the  e6fect  of  the 
aforesaid  treaty,  to  insist  that  Nieuport,  Den* 
dermonde,  the  castle  of  Ghent,  and  such  Dther* 
places  as  may  rather  appear  to  be  a  harrier 
against  us,  than  against  France,  be  either  not 
put  into  the  bauds  of  the  Dutch,  or  that  such 
expedients  he  found  for  the  doing  thereof,  as 
may  secure  the  ingress  and  egress  of  our  sub- 
jects in4ill  the  Law  Countries,  as  fully  and  ^f- ' 
fectilaUy  as  if  the  said  barrier  had  not  been 
granted  to  the  states  seneral.         ^ 

Ifhe  seventh  article  of  the  barrier  treaty 
giving  a  power  to  the  states  general,  in  case  of 
an  apparent  attack,  or  of  war,  to  put  so  manv 
troops  as  they  shall  indge  necessary  into  au 
the  towns,  places,  and  foru  of  the  Low  Coun- ' 
tries,  yon  are  to  endeavour  to  have  this  article  * 
so  explained,  as  to  be  understood  for  the  future 
only  of  an  attack  from,  or  of  a  w«r  with 
France,  since  nothing  can  be  more  unreasona- 
ble, than  to  leave  it  in  the  power  of  the  States 
general  to  make  use  of  the  ten  provinces 
against  those  to  whom  the  sovereignty  of  these 
provinces  may  belong,  or  against  the  British 
nation. 

It  must  be  your  further  care,  that  a  special 
provision  W  made  that  our  subjects  maiV  not  - 
suffer  in  their  commerce  by  any  omission  m,tbe 
6fbeenth  article  of  the  said  barrier  treaty,  and 
that  it  be  expressly  stipulated  that  the  sufcgecu 
of  these  our  kingdoms  shall  trade  as  free,  with . 
the  same  advantages  and  privileges,  and  under 
the  same  impositions  and  no  other,  as  they 
used  to  do  when  those  placM  were  in  the 
hands  of  .France  or  Spain,  or  as  the  subjects  of 
the  states  general  themselves  have  done,  or 
shall  at  any  time  hereafter  do. 

Pursuant  to  what  is  beforemen tinned,  you 
are  to  make  these  instances,  and  such  others 
as  shall  be  hereafter  directed  upon  these  heads, 
wherein  the  interests  of  our  kingdoms,  and  of 
the  dominions  of  the  States  General  may  inter- 
fere, at  such  time  and  in  such  manner,  that  our 
satisfaction  may  go  hand  in  hand  with  the  set* 
tleiaent  of  their  barrier.  : 
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You  aretq  {fltiitf  that  the  most  duiatian 
ling  do  not  on]y  in  the  plainest  and  strongest 
terms,  acknowledfe  the  succestion  to  the  crowu 
of  these  our  kingdoms,  as  the  same  is  limited 
bj  law  to  the  hoase  of  Hanorer ;  but  also  the 
person^  pretending  a  right  thereuntb  shall  be 
immediately  obliged  to  retire  o^t  of  the  do* 
minions  of  France,  aod  that  his  most  christian 
niajest?  shall  farther  promise  and  engage,  for 
himself,  his  heirs  and  successors,  never  to  ac- 
knowledge an  J  person  to  be  king  or  queen  of 
these  returns  besides  ourself,  and  such  as  shall 
succeed  to  ua  by  virtue  of  the  acts  of  settle- 
ment now  in  force. 

You  are  to  demand  that  a  treaty  of  com- 
merce may  be  as  soon  as  possible  commenced 
between  us  and  France ;  and  that  in  the  mean 
tihie  such  points  may  be  settled  as  shall  appear 
necessafy  to  prevent  the  doubts  and  difficulties 
which  may  otherwise  arise  in  the  fUtore  negp* 
tiation  of  this  matter. 

The  joint  possession  of  the  Island  of  $t. 
Christopher,  having  been  the  occasion  of  fre- 
i|Dent  disputes  between  our  subjects  and  those 
of  the  most  christian  king  as  well  as  of  the 
eJTusion  of  much  blood,  you  are  to  demand  and 
insist,  that  (he  right  to  and  possession  of  the 
•aid  island  do  for  the  future  remain  ta  us»  and 
that  the  most  christian  king  do  renounce  all 
mht,  title,  claim,  or  interest,  which  he  or*  any 
of  his  subjects  may  have  or  pretend  to  have,  to 
or  in  the  said  island,  or  any  part  thereof. 

As  to  our  interests  io  the  North  parts  of 
America,^  you  are  to  be  particularly  careful, 
and  to  demand  in  the  first  place  the  restitutioh 
of  the  bay  and  streights  of  Hudson^  together 
with  such  further  security,  fbr  the  trade  and 
recoro pence  for  the  losses  of  this  company,,  aa 

n shall  he  able  to  obtain, 
oo  are  in  the  next  place  to  insist,'  that  Pla- 
centia  and  the  whole  island  of  Newfouodland 
be  yielded  to  us  by  the  French. 

Thirdly,  you  are  to  demand  that  bit  most 
christian  majesty  shall  quit  all  claim  or  title^ 
by  virtue  of  any  former  treaty  or  otherwise,  to 
the  country  called  Nova  Scotia,  and  expressly  to 
-  Port  Royal,  otlierwise  Aoapolis  Royal,  whic^  is 
now  in  out  j^ossession. 

You  are,  m  the  fourth,  place,  to  endeavour 
ill  the  )>est  manOipr  you  possibly  can,  to  de,- 
scribe  and  fix  the-  bounds  of  the  British  and 
French  settlements  in  these  parts. 

Besides  those  advantages  anj  privileges, 
which,  by  virtue  of  any  former  treaty  or  agree- 
sdent,  our  subjects  are  intitled  to  in  any  part  of 
the  dominions  of  the  Spanish  monarchy,  you 
are  to  insist  in  the  future  treaty  upon  the  fol- 
lowing articles. 

First,  that  Gibraltar  and  Port  IVfahon,  with 
the  island  of  Minorca,  be  for  the  future  an- 
iieted  to  the  crown  of  these  realms. 

Secondly,  that  the  coniract  called  the  As- 
sientofor  furnishing  slaves  to  the  Spanish  West 
Ihdies  be  made  for  the  term  of  thirty  years, 
with  such  of  our  subjects  as  shall  be  by  us  no- 
jninated  and  appointed,  who  shall  enjny  ^ 
the  prerogatives,  'privilegeS|^  and  adVancag<£a 
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which  were  yielded  to  the  Jteoth,hf  i 
made  with  them  in  the  year  f 709*  or  whick 
shall  appear  necessary  and  reaaooab^;,  paiti- 
cularly  you  are  to  insist,  that  some  extent  of 
ground  on  the  river  Plate  may  be  aasigped, 
upon  which  our  subjects  may  not  odIj  aefresk 
their  negroes,  but  keep  them  in  security  untii 
they  shaQ  be  disposed  of  to  the  SDaniards. 

Thirdly,  you  are  to  take  care  that  a  gmmd 
article  be  inserted,  by  virtue  whereof  tSi  w^ 
vantages,  rights  and  privileges,  wbic|i  havt 
been  granted,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  gtaot- 
ed,  by,  Spain,  to  the  subjects  of  any  oatioa 
whatsoever,  shall  be  in  like  manner  granted  » 
the  subjects  of  Great  Britain. 

Fourthlv,  in  settling  the  trade,  of  oar  si^i^ects 
to  the  Spanish  dominions,  you  are  to  endea- 
vour to  obtain  such  exemptions  of  duties  apoa 
all  goods  and  merchandizes  of  the  product  or 
manufacture  of  these  kingdoms,  as  shall  amann; 
to  an  advantage  of  at  least  t^tl  per  cent. 

Yoii  have  herewith  delivered  to  y oa  such  pn>- 
posalsand  observatious,  relatjng^to  oar  interests 
m  commerce,  as  have  been  prepared  and  made 
by  our  commissioners  for  trade  and  plantatioBs^ 
together  with  the  netitiona  and  represeolatioss 
of  our  Turkey  and  East  India  coaipanies^  and 
of  other  our  subjects ;  of  all  which,  and  of 
sucb  others  as  shall  hereafter  b«t  tcaasmittad  ts 
you,  you  are  to  make  the  best  use  jou  &haU  be 
able  fbr  the  relief  of  our  snbj^ts,  and  B»  tbi 
improvement  of  commerce. 

And  whereas  we  have  directed  %  state  to  he 
prepared  of  such  demands  as  we  n^aj  jait^ 
make,  not  only  on  account  of  tbe  eapeuoi 
which  we  have  bjeeQ  at  for  our  good  mei^ 
and  allies  the  States  General,  but  also  oe  ac- 
count of  those  immense  sum!  which  we  bait 
furnished  for  tbe  use  of  our  good  hrothar  d« 
einperor  you  are  hereby  required^  as  soon  is 
this  state  shaU  be  transmittied  to  you,  to  iD«ft 
upon  satisfaction  for  as  much  as  shall  thcxeb| 
appear  to  be  due  to  us.. 

And  whereas  we  think  ourselves  obliged  ee 
all  occasion  to  exert  onr  seal  iu  behalf  of  t^ 
I'rotestant  religion  and  intereft»we  cannot  0Mt> 
elude  these  our  instructions  without  diicctii^ 
you  to  concert  vtith  the  ministtfs  of  the  States 
Genet  al  and  our  other  Protestantalliea^  tbe  mm 
proper  and  effectual  methods  for  restorii^  0 
their  reli^-ious and  civil  rights  the  ProieHants  df 
France,,  and  particularly  fbr  the  iosmediaie 
refief  of  such  as  mi^  at  thia.  time  be  in  tbe 
gallies.. 

Our  will  and  pleasure  is,  in  the  last  plaoc^ 
that  you  do  from  time  to  timeob^erver  and  &!• 
low  such  further  instructions  and  direcuons  » 
you  shstil  receive  from  us  or  one  of  our  princb 
pal  secretaricii  of  staic,  with  whom  you  are 
constantly  to  correspond,  and  |yve  us»  by  bjai, 
an  account  of  all  your  proceedings  in  the»e  im- 
portant afiair%  aud  of  all  other  material  ofr 
currences,  wliich  may  come  to  your  knowkdcP^ 
during  the  ct}urse  of  this,  your  ^m^ymest  (tt 
ouc  sei^ice  ahroatt  lA*  & 
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^  5^f^  Expt  AlJATiow  oftht  Offers  (ffVance 
for  a  General  Peace,  to  the  Satisfaction 
ef  alt  the  Powers  interested  in  the  present 
war.    DeHfvered  Felmtary  11, 1T12. 

Tlie  ting  wiH  aclniowM^;  at  the  signing 
tke  f  eftce,  the  ifs^en  of  Great  Britaiin,  in  rbat 
ffoftiitj,  as  w^  fts  tb#  succession  to  that  crown, 
according  to  tlie  prteeht  establishment,  «nd  in 
the  maaner  tbe  most  agreeablie  to  ber  Britannic 
majtttv.  -      - 

His  majesty  will  caose  all  the  fortifications 
of  Dunkirk  tp  be  demolished  immediately  after 
the  peace,  having  an  cqoivalent  to  bis  satisfac- 
tion. 

The  Island  of^t.  Christopher's,  the  bay  and 
streighl^  of  Hudson,  shall  oe  yielded  intirely 
to  Great  Brttain,  in  like  manner  Acsdie,  with 
its  ibrt  and  fort  royal,  shall  be  intirely  restored 
to  fata  majMty. 

As  to  Newfoundland,  the  king  offers  to  yield 
k  again  to  Great  Britain,  reserving  to  himself 
only  the  fort  of  Placentia,  and  the  right  of 
Ming  and  drying  of  cod-fish,  aa  befbre.tho 
war. 

ii«  win  ngree  to'  tBftl:«  atreaty  of  co^tneice 
before  or  nfier  the  peace,  at  lh«  dieie^  of 
fiagkuMl,  t>f  wbiob  the  condttions  between 
the  tmo  n^ciMis  riMU  be  made  as  equal  a^  pot^ 


Th^lringViX  conMnf,  at  the  signing  the 
pence,  tbiit  ibe  Spanisb  Low  Countries  yielded 
M  tlin  etedw  of  smmria  by  the  king  of  Spain, 
tbcilsep^vs  abarrier  to  the  United  Provinces ; 
and  to  cnlai^e  it,  he  will  atM  thereto  Furhes 
anditsdiatvkt,  ]f«iock,  Ipres  and  its  district, 
Menin  wnd  its  district.  -  In  excfaange  his  majesty 
dtiaiunds  -for  forming  the  barrier  of  France, 
Aine,  8t.  Vewant,  Douay,  Bouchaia,  nn^  their 
depondencies. 

tfth«  States  General  will  keep  guvrisons  in 
dm  strong  places  of  th«  barrier  «hu^  fcrmed 
f^is  tl>ft  countries  yielded  to  his^elect^ti)  hi^ 
nesa,  vnd  from  what  France  sHhII  add  (hereto, 
bis  Mfesty  tonsems  that  they  may  put  therein 
their  troops  in  as  great  number  as  they  please : 
•ad  fnrtlier,  that  they  bb  maintained  at  the 
obarge  of  tbe  country. 

9or  this  cession  and  consent,  the  king  on  his 
Mt  dMHinds,  for  tb«  equi? Siout  of  Ae  demo* 
HIion  of  I>unkirfE,  the  cities  and  ciUidets  of 
Lille  iomI  Toutns^,  with  their  diastdlenies  amd 
depeudancies. 

The  barrier  thusjwgalated  between  France 
and  ttie  States  GeneraVthe  king  will  agree  to 
augment  the  comrnerce  of  their  subjects, 
which'  is  Sti{^]ated  by  tbe  trMty  of  R^Swick 
and  tbe  advantageous  tariff  of  1654,  excepting 
only  six  sorts  of  merchandize,  of  which  it  shall 
lis  i^gfeed,  and  •  which  shall  remain  charged 
iM  th<^  same  dtities  as  they  n6w  pay,  together 
wltfa  Dn  eMmptinn  of  fifty  snls  per  tun,  upon 
the  Dutch  ships  cominfe  into  France  frbm  the 
Mfed  provinces,  and  from  foreign  countries. 
'  "Mm  tpitik  tommtr^  sf  Spfdo  nittf  tfas^  lodW/ 


the  king  will  promfs^,  i(i  only  to  the  States 
General,  but  ako  to  G^at  fi^tain  ^nd  to.  tU 
the' other  powers,  by  virtue  of  an  authority 
which  he  has  for  that  purpose,  that  the  com- 
merce shall  be  made  exactly  and  intirely  after 
the  same  ffannner  that  it  was  made  under  the 
reign,  and  until  the  death,  of  Charles  the  se- 
cond, and  will  prombe,  that  the  f  rench  sh(dl 
be  subject,  as  well  as  all  other  nations,  lo  tbe 
ancient  laws  and  roles  m^de  by  the  kings,  prb* 
*  decessors  of  ^  catholic  majesty,  in  relation  to 
the  comtnerce  and  navigation  of  the  SpaniA 
Indies. 

His  majesty  farther  consents,  that  all  tbb  ' 
powers  of  £orope  shall  enter  into  a  guin^nty  of 
this  promise. 

Hts  majes^  promises,  that  the  king  bis 
grandson  shall  renounce,  for  the  good  of  tlfe 

Seace,  all  his  pretension  to  the  kingdoms  df 
faples  and  Sardinia^  as  well  as  to  the  dutchy 
of  Milan,  which  he  will  consent  in  the  samn 
name,  that  the  part' yielded  to  the  duke  oT 
Savoy  do  retnnin  to  his  royal  highness;  pro- 
vided that  for  this  ccsson  the  house  of  Austria 
shall  Hkewise  desist  from  aH  pretension  upon 
the  other  parts  of  the  monarchy  of  Spain,  from 
whence  it  shall  draw  its  troops  immediately 
after  the  peace. 

Ilie  frontiers  of  both  sides  upon  the  Rhine, 
shall  be  put  in  the  same  state  as  they  were 
^  befbre  the  present  war. 

For  all  these  conditions  above-mentioned 
the  king  demands,  that  the  eUctftrs  of  Cologn 
and  Bavaria  be  re-established  ifi  the  full  and 
intire  possession  of  their  estates,  dignities,  ^r^ 
rog|atives,  'goods  moveable  and  immoveable, 
which  they  enjoyed  before  the  present  war; 
and  his  majesty  will  reciprocally  acknowledge  in 
Germany  and  in  Prussia,  all  the  ritles  which  lb 
this  time  he  has  not  acknowledged. 

The  king  shall  restore  to  the  duke  of  Sitvojf 
what  he  hath  taken  from  him  during  this  war ; 
in  like  manner  his  royal  highness  shall  restojre 
to  him  what  he  hath  taken  from  France,  so  ths/t 
the  bouods  on  both  sides  shall  be  the  fomb 
as  they  were  before  the  declaration  of  war. 

All  things  in  Portugal  shall  be  re-establrshed 
and  remain  upon  the  same  foot  m  Horope  as 
th^  were  before  the  -present  war,  as  well  in 
regard  td  France  as  Spain  :  and  as  to  the  do- 
minions which  are  in  America,  if  there  be  tfny 
difference  to  regulate,  endeavours  will  be  used 
to  agree  it  amicably. 

The  king  will  voluntarily  and  hon&Jlde  con- 
sent, to  concert  with  the  alKes  the  most  just 
measures  whatever  to  hinder  the  crowns  of 
France  and  Spain  from  behig  ever  reunited 
upon  one  and  the  same  head ;  that  is  to  say, 
tnat  one  prince  be  at  tbe  Kame  ttme  king  of 
both. 

All  the  pn^dent  treaties,  that  is  to  sav,  tboS6 
6f  Munster,  and  the  following  ones,  shall  he  ra- 
tified and  confirm^,  to  remain  in  their  forci 
and  vigour,  excepting  only  those  articles  ftot^ 
which  the  treaty  of  peifce  now  to  be  nofade^ 
iliall  httre  d^ogated  or  changed  any  thmg. 

-     Ht7*KtlB*» 
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K«.  14. 

Xerrii  FlenipotefUiarm  to  Mr,  Secretary  St. 
John,  March  OftTlH. 

Extract. 
.The  conference  in  order  Uf  eommnnicate  oar 
•eveial  demands,  wm  beld  ^etterdaj;  and  all 
produced  tbein^  eieept  the  imperial  lninisten^ 
wKo  haipiogliit  then  received  their  courier  from 
Vieooay  desired  time  to  prepare  Cbeiri.  At 
Hm  latter  meeting  connt  Zinzendorff  insisted 
with  great  earnestness  that  each  alljr  should  in 
their  several  demands,  make  express  mention 
ifif  and  insist  upon  the  restitution  of  the  whole 
'  mpnarchjr  of  Spain,  that  having  been  the  great 
oi^ect  of  the  war;  the  minister  of  Portugal 
joined  in  thb  requisition  t  after  a  lone  silence 
count  Zinzeudorifpresscd  us  and  the  Dutch  to 
explain  ourselves:  We  said,  her  majesty  had 
thou|;ht  it  mutt  proper  each  ally  should  make 
their  own  demands,  and  a  general  clause  to 
vupport  eadi  other  in  obtaining  a  just  and  rea- 
sonable satisfacuon  was  snABcient,  especially 
since  the  words,  *  en  conformity  da  ses  alli- 
ances/ were  in  it :  This  we  remained  by. 

Ibe  Du^cb,  being  again  pressed  in  like  man- 
ner, retired;  and  after  a  long  debate  among 
themselves,  being  returned,  spoke  to  the  same 
purpose  we  had  done ;  adding  that  Spain  and 
the  Indies  ought  to  be  demanded  by  those  it 
immediately  concerned;  and  Mr.  Buys  rea- 
soned very  much  a^  large,  that  the  method  we 
had  put  things  in,  could  not  suffer  it  to  be 
otherviise.  Count  Zinxendorff  and  his  col- 
legue  parted  with  great  discontent;  the  former 
saving  with  much  concern,  This  would  be  a 
fatal  day  for  the  grand  alliance,  &c.  Here  we 
thought  this  dispute  had  ended :  but  this  mom- 
9ig  the  Dutch  plenipotentiaries  desired  we  would 
come  to  tlie  town  bouse  a  little  before  the  time 
of  meeiiog:  those  of  France  being  come,  they 
pressed  us  with  the  necessity  of  giving  count 
Zinzendorff  some  content,  and  at  last  declared 
they  were  resolved  to  do  it :  accordingly  coming 
into  the  room  where  the  allies  ministers  meet, 
they  said,  That  since  they  perceived  tlie  argu- 
ments tbe^  used  last  night  had  not  given  con- 
tent, they  hnd  now  thnusht  fit  to  go  further, 
and  accordingly  declared  the  States  General 
were  resolved  to  make  good  all  their  treaties 
n^de  on  occasion  of  this  war,  as  well  those  that 
related  to  Spain  and  the  Indies,  as  those  made 
with  Portugal^  Prussia,  Savoy,  and  others. 

Upon  this  we  immediately  went  to  the  coi^- 
feremce  with  the  French,  to  deliver  onr  several 
demands ;  while  we  vvere  there,  we  considered 
the  disadvantageous  consequences  of  being  the 
only  ministers  that  did  not  make  any  mention 
at  all  of  Spain  and  tl^e  Indies,  even  at  our  coi^> 
ferences  among  ourselves,  and  thought  it  might 
bf  proper  to  say  something  to  take  off  that 
,  o<Cum;  wherefore,  being  returned  to  the  apart- 
ment of  the  allies,  k>rd  privy  seal  said.  We  are 
unv^ilUng  to  speak  more  than  we  had  done,  till 
«fter  we  had  given  in  our  demands  to  France, 
because  jve  could  not  see  but  the  mentioning 
any  one  specially  in  our  demands^  would  na- 


tarally  bate  dra#n  on  the  tDention  of  more; 
but  at  present,  to  give  the  satisfoctioo  to  eara- 
ettly  desired,  we  owned,  that  as  her  majesty 
insistt  for  a  just  and  reasonable  satisfaction  ftir 
alf  her  allies  in  conformity  lo  hev  allianca^ 
tbose  alliances  that  may  concern  Spain  and  the 
Indies,  are  understood  thereby  as  others  tbst 
concern  the  interests  of  the  rest  of  theatfifes. 
We  humbly  hope  what  was  said  by  lord  pnvy 
seal  on  this  occasion  wiU  uqt  be  fonnd  coatmy 
lo  what  has  hitherto  been  declared ;  and  tiist 
as  it  goes  no  further  than  to  jost  and,  reasoi- 
able,  it  does  not  import  any  new  eblig^tion. 


No.  15. 


The  Akswee  to  the  Memorial  brtmgkt  hf  M, 
Gauttier,  March  93,  1712.  March  28,1TM.. 

Extract. 

The  last  article  of  the  memorial  oettaiolf 
requires  much  discussion,  and  to  be  nsatarelj 
examined :  the  matter  is  so  important  that  oq« 
ought  to  depend  opon  the  brst  views  wnd 
conceptions  of  it;  the  more  specious  tbej 
are,  the  more  dangerous' it  is  to  be  misled  by  a 
persuasbn  of  their  being  easily  execoted. 

France  can  never  content  to  .become  a  no* 
vince  of  Spaia,  and  Spain  will  likewiae  tnak 
the  same  in  respect  to  France;,  it  is  therefiM 
our  business  to  take  aolid  measerea  to  bbdcr 
the  union  of  the  two  monarchies ;  but  we  aboold 
absolutely  depart  from  the  end  proposed,  asd 
should  fall  into  infinite  OHsfbrtQaea,  worse^  if  it 
be  possible,  than  what  we  would  iiaaain 
avoid,  if  we  -act  contrary  to  the  " 
laws  of  the  kingdom. 

According  to  theee  laws  the  most  near  priace 
to  the  crown  is  of  nece&sity  the  heir  tbeieto ;  \is 
an  inheritance  that  he  receives  neither  from 
the  king  his  predecessor,  nor  finom  the  people, 
but  firom  the  benefit  of  the  lav :  to  that  wfara 
ene  kin|  dies,  the  other  succeeds  him  forth- 
with,  without  asking  the  consent  of  any  penoa 
whatsoever.  He  socc^eda  not  as  heir,  bnt  as 
the  master  of  the  kingdom,  the  seignorj  where- 
of belongs  unto  biqi,  not  by  cilice,  bet  by 
right  of  birth  only. 

He  is  not  beholden  for  his  crown,  either  to 
the  will  of  his  pre(*ecessor,  or  to  any  edict,  aor 
to  any  decree,  nor  to  the  liberaJli|y  of  anjy  pr^ 
son,  hut  to  the  hiw.  This  law  is  lookeo  upoa 
as  the  work  of  him  who  hath  €sub|kiMd  all  no> 
narcbies,  and  we  are  persnaded  in  Fraftoe^  that 
God  only  can  abolish  it. 


No.  1(5. 

Wbitsball,  March  SS,  1711.  V.  S. 

Mr,  Secretary  St,  Johnrto  M,  de  Torcy, 

Sir ;  I  was  answering  your  letter,  of  the  tOtk 

of  this  montli,  N-  S.  the  day  before  yesterd^ft 

when  a  courier  brought  me  tliat  of  the  Sptb^ 

with  a  men^orial  .of  the  same  da^. 

The  queen  believes  Mr.  Oault^  siHl  hm^ 
gbreu  yoo  satisfaction  apon  the  poiati  i 
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»d  io  tbe  firaly  and  b«r  nu^tatj  bat  oooimaBded 
me,  without  loss  of  time,  to  cooimunicate  to 
fOtt  her  seodmenti,  io  r^sard  to  tbe  article  of 
the  oaion  of  the  two  monarchies^  opoii  which 
four  last  dispatch  f^nerally  run. 

Tbe  facilities  which  have  been  recei?ed  from 
benoe,  for  tbe  conclusion  of  a  genera^  peaoei 
teve  been  expeeted  firom  the  queen,  or  than 
iny  other  power  pould  have  contributed.  Tbe 
irst  Bioti?e  that  her  majesty  had  to  make  all 
iiese  steps,  has  been  a  firm  trust,  founded  upon 
iie  so  often  repeated  assurances,  on  the  part 
)f  his  most  christian  majesty,  that  he  would 
consent  to  take  all  the  measures  necessary  to 
under  forever,  that  union  of  so  ill  consequence 
u>  all  Europe.  , 

The  exigent  that  Mr.  Gaultier  has^  been 
nstructed  to  propose,  is  the  onl^  one  which 
leems  to  the  queen  capable  of  ^mg  the  least 
bo|>e  of  preventing  thb  inconvemency ;  and  her 
n^esty  observes,  that  the  proposition  contain- 
ed in  your  memorial,  does  but  confirm  and 
make  the  queen  and  her  allies  parties  to  a  plan 
Mrbich  has  been,  and  which  is  now  more  than 
iver,  tbe  ol^ect  of  (heir  fears. 

It  is  not  necessary  that  I.  should  enter  into 
ibe  particulars  of  the  objections  upon  which 
we  might  insist.  You  are,  sir,  of  too  clear  a 
Kenins  not  to  see  them  in  their  whole  extent  and 
force.  Tbe  queen  relies  too  much  upon  the. 
squity  of  the  king  your,  master,  and  the  sincere 
desire  he  has  always  sb^wn  for  a  general  peace, 
to  be  capable  of  imagining,  that  be  will  require 
her  to  content  herself  with  a  surety  of  so  little 
solidity  as  that  proposed  in  the  memorial ;  or 
that  she  should  suror  that  the  case  might  hap- 
pen, that  he  that  shall  be  in  possession  of  toe 
crown  of  Spain,  ahould  iiave  the  right  to  suc- 
ceed to  tbe  crown  of  France:  Who  would 
then  assure  us  that  this  prince  would  not  make 
use  of  his  power  to  keep  the  one,  and  to  acquire 
tbe  other,  rather  than  shew  a  moderation  with- 
out example  ? 

We  are  ready  to  believe,  that  you  are  per- 
suaded in  France,  that  God  alone  can  abolish 
that  law  upon  which  your  right  of  succession  is 
founded ;  bnt  you  will  give  us  leave  to  be  per- 
suaded in  Great  Britain,  that  a  prince  may  de- 
part from  his  right  by  a  voluntary  o^on,  and 
that  he,  in  favour  of  whom  that  renunciation  is 
made,  may  be  jusily  supported  in  his  preten- 
sions, by  tbe  powers  which  become  guaranties 
of  tbe  treaty. 

In  short,  sir,  the  queen  commands  me  to  tell 
yooy  that  this  article  is  of  so  great  consequence, 
as  well  for  herself  as  for  the  rest  of  Europe,  for 
this  present  age,  as  for  posterity,  that  she.will 
never  agree  to  continue  the  negotiations  of 
peace,  unless  the  expedient  she  has  proposed 
be  accepted,  or  some  other  equally  solid. 

I  dispatch,  however,  a  courier  to  the  lords 
plenipotentiaries^  to  communicate  to  th^m  the 
qaeen'p  orders  upon  this  subject ;  and  I  must 
tell  you  they  cannot  accept  of  a^y  pkin  for  a 
general  peace,  as  reasonable  as  it  may  be  in 
other  respects,  if  they  do  not  receive  satisfaction 
vpoa  the  means  to  hmdfr  thb  union. 


It  Vould  be Jn  effect,  building  upon  the 
taking  unnecessarily  many  precautions  to  i 
a  peace,  and  not  mive  prevented  a  dang< 
great  and- so  probable  as  this. 

We  see  with  a  great  deal  of  «atisftction 
you  wish  this  new  proposition  should  h^  U 
on  only  as  a  first  thought :  let  us  do  wb 
can  on  each^  side,  that  mir  second  tho 
may  nearer  meet ;  ai)d  let  us  not  leave  ii 
feet  a  work  which  hath  been  so  adva 
spight  of  that  vigorous  and  general  < 
sition. 

I  am  rejoiced  that  the  king  has  been  pi 
to  reconipence  the  services  of  M»  Gaultii 
giving  him  an  abbey.  He  will  not  fail  i 
useful  at  Utrecht,  and  what  is  oertain,  h 
find  the  queen'ji  ministers  in  the  dispositi 
shorten  the  negooiation.  I  beg  you  woul 
persuaded  that  I  am,  &c 


No.  ir. 


M.  Torcy  to  Mr.  St.  J<^n,  April  B,  17 

I  received  by  the  courier,  returned 
London,  the  letters  you  honoured  me 
of  the  SSrd,  and  !i4th  March  O.  S.  an 
served,  with  a  gre«t  deal  of  pleasure,  in  th( 
that  you  thou^t  tbe  conditions  of  the  tre 
peace  would  be  soon  ailjusted  to  commo 
tisfaction,  if  the  means  of  preventing  tl 
onion  of  the  monarchies  of  France  and 
could  be  settled  and  agreed  on.     * 

I  believe,  sir,  that  it  cannot  be  impossil 
find  out  an  exp^ienC  which  all  Euro 
equally  concerned  to  settle;  and  since  y 
not  altogether  stick  at  that  which  Mr.  Ga 
j>roposea  to  me  on  your  part,  I  hope  m 
thoughts  upon  this  matter  may  prove 
successful  tnan  tbe  first.  If  it  is  not  yet  ir 
to  your  satisfaction,  be  pleased  to  commui 
to  me  what  may  be  added  to  it,  or  rather 
from  iu  In  short,  let  us  labour  eamestlj 
without  prevention,  for  the  conclusion 
work  of  so  great  importance .  as  that  o 
peaoe. 

As  the  principal  difficulty  which  still  op 
the  conclusion  of  it,  is  the  trouble  to  fin 
ficient  security  to  prevent  the  dang«roi 
union  of  the  monarchies  of  France  and'£ 
the  king  proposes  to  consent  by  the  tre 
peace^  of  which  all  the  powers  of  Europi 
be  guarantees,  that  if  ever  the  king  oH 
Pfaihp.V.  or  this  prince  his  son,  or  any  oi 
children,  who  shall  succeed  them  to  the 
dom  of  Spain,  becomes  either  the  next  am 
somptive  heir,  or  the  successor  of  the  cro 
France,  and  prefers  it  to  the  crown  of  i 
that  ot  Spain  sliall  belong  of  full  right  i 
prince  wbem  they  shall  fix  upon  bv  the 
treaty  to  possess  it ;  that  not  only  king  ] 
bhall  sign  and  ratify  this  condition  of  the  t 
but  moreover,  that  all  tbe  powers  of  E 
shall  enter  into  an  engagement  with  Fran 
maintain  this  artide :  so  that  if  the  prin 
the  House  of  Fhince,  that  shall  reign  m  ^ 
has  a  mind  to  assert  his  rig^  to  the  croi 
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IhMoeM  «lieMmiwrljwltMHrobMrv«d^)ie 
gMI  b«  obliged  to  reoMwce  Ims  awn  tigftit,  ««l 
tlMit  Af  bi»  A5iceiidM%  10  tbe  cn>wii  o/'SJioin, 
to  deparr  ffom  theooe  mkI  4ogoto  Flraiioe  wkb 
all  bis  cbfUffVD,  pifBon»  anil  priiNsHsM. 

.  Tbot  ifhe  freien  tbe  oro«irn  of  Spain  to  tbat 
of  Fnwee,  or  the  <(o«Rtj  of  heir  ond  iioiiitiAmte 
modemor  to  the  cro^tai  of  Frttoee,  he  shall  be 
obhgeril  Co  renoottoOy  in  Arfour  of  the  fine  %hich 
thtdi  Mow  neafnt  bie  own,  and  which  shall 
FHHlaia  in  Fraocev  his  own  rigfat,  and  that  of  his 
children,  to  the  said  crown  of  France :  So  that, 
ialhw  case»  the  oatiK>lfc  king,  or  he  that  «hoald 
T«i|a  io  his  stead,  should  have  the  choice  as' 
bemg  eldest ;  but  he  cannot  possess  the  two 
aoaaivbies  together,  or  inherit  that  of  France, 
aiMi  leare  Spain  to  one  of  bis  childrefK 

'  if  yeo  shoatd  ask,  sir,  what  f^recantion  tmist 
be  taken  to  settle  such  a  renanciation  as  f  have 
laid  before  jou,  as  being  contrary  to  the  order 
established  in  France  for  the  succession  to 
the  crown,  I  answer,  drst,  That  there  is  no  room 
to  suppose  that  the  king  of  Spain  wouW  pre- 
fer the  crown  of  Spain  to  that  of  bis  fbrefathers, 
for  a  (boasamf  reasons  easy  to  comprehend,  end 
too  ledioas  to  lay  down. 

-9eooodly,  That  if  he  was  so  ill  adrised  to 
laake  saeh  a  cboKv,  the  seciirest  precantion 
would  he  what  yoa  insinnate  in  otre  of  the  let> 
teiv  y^Mi  honoured  aie  twith)  viz.  a  solemn  en- 
gagement which  all  the  powers  of  Enrope 
•hoald  enter  into  by  the  treaty  of  peftce,  to 
maintain  a  dispostcion  made  vmh  a  riew  of 

K^sarring  the  general  liberty  and  repose  of 
ropa. 

Since  Che  clause  of  the  will  of  tlf^  late  king 
of  Spain,  Chailes  II.  whidi  appoints  the  dtike 
of  Berry,  appears  rather  m  new  obstacle  to  the 
paaoev'than  an  expedient  capaUe  of  preventing* 
the  union  of  the  two  monarchies  it  seems  ne- 
casoary  to  consent  that  the  kinc  of  Portngal 
posMss  himself  of  the  crbwn  of  Spain,  as  soon 
at  the  hing  of  Spain  should  be  caUed  to  tbe 
saccession  of  Prance,  ami  sfacmld  prefer  it  to 
the  crown  of  Spain. 

Tbe  marriage  of  tbe  kii^  of  Portugal  with  a 
princass  of  tiM  House  of  Austria,  woaM  coon- 
teaance  the  liispositioQ  to  be  made  in  favonr 
of  this  prince;  but  if  it  be  not  convenient  to 
think  of  him  to  be  king  of  Spaiii,  they  amy, 
oar  the  same  fbui^flation,  choose  that  Prince 
who  woiild  marry  one  of  the  archduccbesses 
daaghters  of  the  emperor  Joseph. 

-In  short,  tbe  duke  of  Sluroy,  being  nominated 
bf  the  wills  of  the  late  kingji  of  &pm\n^  in  de*> 
fsak  of  the  house-of  Atntrii^  he  may  lirkewise 
be  phosen  :  but  as  a  king  of  Spain,  roaster  both 
of  Piedmont  and  SaToy^  would  he  a  dangerons 
nciglibotfr  to  France ;  the  king  would ^nd  htm* 
Si^ohl^ed  to  demand  for  a  barrier,  not  only 
the  restitntion  of  £xilles  and  Fenestrelles, 
bat  even  the  cession  of  Saroy  and  the  county 
ofMice. 

To  f^le  inore  firmly  the  tranquillity  6f  Eu- 
rope, it  may  be  agreed  upon  by  the  treaty  of 
peace,  that  tlie  messures  taken  to  present  tbe 
aakm  of  the  bfra  mararchi^  bo  raoatfed  and 


by  the  Ceatai,  or  8tataft»  ^  the  kiaf^ 
domsofSpaia. 

I  wwiky  Sir^  diis  plan  may  be  agreeaUe  todft 
iaaaBtioiis  and  aeotitiients  of  t  he  <iiieefi  ofGiett 
Britain ;  and  I  cannot  but  hope  so,  since  it  ii 
vouv  own  thought  lo  faaranty  the  renancmtkni 
if  the  powers  who  shai  sign  ^le  treOfty  of 
peace;  aad  no  bettor  eaie  oancer^iinly  be 
taken  to  con5f<Bs  the  validity  of  these  acts,  tk« 
sttpalana  them  by  a  solemn  treaty,  of  which  d! 
fioropo  is  eoaoaroed  to  hack  tbe  eae^ntion. 

The  king  owiai's  me  to  acqaaiat  b»  plenipn* 
tantianes  of  what  I  hare  the  honoi^  to  write 
to  yoa ,  and  I  hope,  Srr,  that  the  good  nllde^ 
standing  and  oorrespoadcace  between  his  ma* 
jesty  and  the  queen  of  Great  Briiaia,  irdldsily 
eocrease  in  such  a  manner,  that  the  enemies 
to  the  peace  shall  have  no  room  to  tnamph. 
Yea  willhaw  the  pleasure  to  stlence  aueh  al 
are  so ;  and  I  desire  no  less  the  satisfiictioo  of 
fiading  oppottunitfes  to  assure  yoa  bow  truly  I 
m^6to.  '    DsTaaer. 


No.  t8. 


Mr.  St.  John  UM.de  2>n>    JpriU,  Vit. 

I  answer  now  oie  ietfer  wbicn  yoa  dsl  aie 
(he  holrtour  to  write  to  ma  the  9th  nstant, 
N.  S.  and  which  I  received  hy  tbe  aame  me»* 
senger  who  brought  me  your  ionaer. 

Be  assured,  Sir,  that  we  w3l  go  on  figoroarty 
and  without  preventiOtt,  iw  accompKilMog  the 
great  work  of  the  peace ;  the  conditioita  where* 
of  will  soon  be  settled  to  the  oommon  aaiiAc- 
tion,  provided  we  agree  on  the  means  to  pre- 
vent the  union  of  the  two  monarchies  of  Franea 
and  Spain*  You  see,  Sir^  I  ain  atifi  of  tbe  same 
opinion. 

£acn  01  oar  alnes  nas  ms  own  pi  ivafif  eaas  ^ 
they  are  not  at  all  perhaps  limited  wiAin  the 
bomids  of  reason ;  there  are  sereral,  beside 
inconsistent  one  with  another.  It  is  not  ae- 
cessary  rhe^e  points  should  be  so  strictly  taken 
notice  of ;  and  reciprocal  coodescensioas  will 
notfidl  rcdoeing  all  these  diflerences  to  a  just 
and  reasonahfe  medium.  But  the  article  coo^ 
oeming  the  onion  of  tbe  two  monarchies,  is  of 
that  fratcH^  and  importance,  that  tbe  least 
false  step  in  it  caimot  bat  proTe  fatal ;  mo^ 
aH  the  advantages  that  couM  possibty  be  sd- 
palated  would  Im  paid  for  too  dearly,  in  ac- 
cepting of  an  expedient  too  weak  to  ohtiata  so 
real  a  danger. 

I  mttst  confess j  Hr,  that  second  uoliotia  p^ve 
better  than  the  feat;  and  that  they  4Jear  up 
tsaoy  djffieultioB,  at  tbe  same  tiifie  that  tier 
dissipate  most  of  oar  apfprehenskms.  Tb  avoiti 
all  eqairecfttion,  and  to  prevent  the  least  wmh 
understandingon'So  nicea  subject,  yoo  will  give 
me  leave  to  explain  in  what  sense  her  raijesty 
takes  the  "wo^da  you  make  ase  of,  aUd  tte 
scheme  ^roud£KeT  by  the  kin^  order.  Tm 
pttipose'then,  that  the  ptiotw,  who  at  preMUt 
reigns  in  Spam,  shall  not  wait  according  to  fMir 
former  plan,  that  the  crown  of  Fraii^  fhlh  to 
himi  for  to  cbooie  which  of  tfee  two  he  Bkif 
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best ;  battbaiM«ooB  at  b«^b«c««iet  vithftr  init> 
mediate  succesaor  o$  the  crown  ofFnuicear 
presumptive  beir,  he  wiU  be  oUig^  i» declare 
his  choice;  and  yoa  settle  the  saoie  rola  far  bis 
issue. 

Nqw«  Sir,  the  qaeaa.  thiaks  the  o^iieelioa 
which  has  h«aiv  made  to  joac  fonaer  ppOfKaitioQ 
may,  m  some  nea^ure,  take  plaea  as  oenceni- 
ii^  this:  for  in  either  ctf  the  two  oaseajfou  lajr 
down,  bow  will  Burope  be  oertaiathat  such  a 
choice  will  be  made?  All  ibe  powers^  yoa 
say*  will  be  fguaraate^  of  .that  oaavaacion ; 
such  a  guaranty  indeed  may  'oim  a  Qiaiid  a^ 
litnoe,  cp  wage  wac  against  the  prinoe  who 
will  offer  to  break  the  oouditiont  of  th«  treaty : 
but  we  seek  the  laeaot  rather  to  prereal  tj^aa 
support  new  wars* 

ttDallyy  Sir,  must  not  ene  ooniese  that  there 
appears  no  expediant  effectully  able  to  secare 
Europe  from  the  dangers  wherewitbit  ia  ihreaitp- 
eoedt  by  (^0  onion  oC  the  two  moaaiohMs^  ua* 
less  the  prince,  who  at  present  is  in  pMScasieo 
of  Spain,  makes  his  oboice  at  this  TOiji  instant ; 
and  aoless^  aoconkag  to  that  choice,  the  order 
of  the  two  succesMoaa  he  settled  in  thergeactal 
treaty  of  pieaee? 

Her  laaQeuj  reasarlU  wich-very  gaoafe  plea* 
sore,  that  this  plan  does  not  maeh  dtfier  from 
that  whichhift  most  diristian  m«y t»ty  bnaeaased 
to  b«  comnmnicated  le  her%  Lai  os^  i«  the 
first  place,  argue,  if  you  plene,  oofthe  auppo- 
sicioo^  that  tba  above  mentioned  prkiot  will 
chuea  t^  crown*  of  hi»  aoceators  preferably  to 
thatofSpaip. 

Tbeceisin  natura  bat  ana  ease  alonevthat 
may  b<H*pea  to  reader  oar  proposal  less  adaan- 
tneoos  1^  him  than  yours. ' 

Pardoa  me^  Sir,  if  I  make  two  snppotitieiia 
▼STY  diaagveeable,  but  nea^ssary  for  the  better 
ond^fataadiag  the  question :  we  arfr  aamimag 
if  the  young  dauphin  should  chance  to  die,  the 
prince  we  are  talking  of  would  be  immediate 
successor  of  the  crown  of  France;  in  this  case 
then  he  can  lose  nothinic  in  choosing  the  crown- 
of  France  now  aibrehaod. 

Uia  most chrifUan  mijeaftyCwihaahiScKipna- 
secva  ibr  many  years)  bap peaiiig  to  die,  the 
same  prince  woiMd  ba  presamptitfa  heir  of  the 
crowo  of  France.  In  thia  caee^hntw  should^hebe 
a  Joser,  in  making,  his  chvico'as  the  queea  da» 
sires?  Can  it  be  said  ha  raas  theibaawd^to  quit 
Spain*  without  gMning  FraBoe?*Yoa  sae,.Sir, 
he  would  be  exposed  tothe  same  inooaveoiency 
by  fpar  own  ^hecae.  From  all  that  I.  baiae 
said,  the  qoeenV  opinion  is^  Sii^.tbat  itibUowe,. 
it,wiU>eqiiaUy  be  adaaatageoua  ta  the  primia 
now  JDiqiiestioiit  totchuae  &e  crown  of  Franoa 
at.pf«sent,  oe  tt>>do.  it  ia^any^  of  the  two.  of*- 
ciMnstancas  set  down  in  yoor  ktter:  and*you 
will  be,  doMhrless  convinced,  that  the  seouvty 
of  Eusopewill  ber  eatabliabed  ia^taly^  better 
oae  wayi  than- the  •othen 

If  IMS  argwaoti>thesapposilton  thattlatpfiBce 
will  cbuaa  the  croaui  of  Spain,  itis  beyoodJ 
dispute,  in  the  first  place^  tbat  it  is  mncbibenep 
Ibr  himaad  Iod  «%  that  thb  daalaratioat  should 
fcuBtarig'dMingiithft  on^gre»atUtaed%tluioJ 


at  a»y  alher  iibm^  9ceaidiy,4h1  diaguwiamiwi 
oftbapawariofBoropawdl  bemacb  aMar  t«> 
prevent  his  return  to  France,  contrary  la  ilicr 
Ibraaal  BeaunoatM  tbat  her  ahaii  have  laadc  af 
this  rights  than  to  fofoahuB  ta'qaita  crowfl^ 
whtreofbe  wiU  baia  pessaasian,  and  la*  da*. 
partfixiaa  a  prateiisio»  wbkh  ha Itas aat  nk 
noaneed^ 

I  have  as  clearly  as  possible,  laid  beibni 
yoar  eyea^  Sir,  the  qoaea'a  thoag{hi«o»the  ooa« 
teats,  of  your  kot.  letter:  her  migesly  seeka  bat 
the  aoaamoa  aafiity ;  the  most  obradaii  hiag 
baa  the  saoae  views.  In  IkMPa  name,  ta  ba 
over-aief  m  th»  nagotiatiaB»  lei  at  aot  laaa 
those  banafiu  wUch*  we  aiw  rittdf  t»  icapv 
Lat  the  king  year  masaer,  and^tbe  qu^^n  mf 
mistreas,  shaea  in  the  gbsy  af  gimg  peaaa  tm 
Earope;.  aa4  Wt  IJbaar,  who  are  destrout  m 
break  the  caoicraacrf  by  the  events  of  the 
campaign,  find  their  arojeate  aveTCanied>  l^  tb« 
speedy  conclusiom  ot  tlie  trtaty. 

On-  ana  b«Mid,  hia  ouM  cnrisiiaa  aiaiesty 
may  secare  the  peaceable  poaaesuaii'  of  She 
crawa  of  Spain  a;>  hia  giandsaa ;  oa  the  edier' 
haadv  he  amy  staeagthen  the  seocessioa  of  tisa 
crown  of  Fmatce,  Mr  ewr  prevent  she'  aniiM 
of  thecmpire  witlt  Spain,  ami  proeure  to^  hia* 
kiaodoa  vcsy  cansiderabla  advantages^:  o« 
both  sides  fas  amy  set  Barepe  ISrveiVom'  ap>« 
prehensions  and  fears,  and  perfeet^  a- work  aa 
glerieaa  ae  that  of  a  d^aitive,  serare  and 


lasting  peaee. 

fiy  ihe  leEtat»of  MasMars  the  plenipotienir 
tianes^  dated  the  IStb  instant^  If.  S;  I  ondier^ 
stand  we  are  to  eiopect,  within  a  few  days;  the 
arrival  eitM.  Oaulti^r ;  and  that  heia  tp  bring 
with  him ftplui of the-general peace whi<A wat 
foita«dat  Utrecht.  We  hope  his  most  chrtstianr 
measly  wtU  explain  hiiaseif  on-  that  sub^iecr, 
after  such  a^oMainer,  aa  the  queen-  may  mak» 
the  necessary,  daolarafibna- to  secare  iheraceesr 
of  oar  negoiiatiotta.  i  will  tell  yott,.aa'a' niair 
who  roost  sincefely  wisbes  f&r  peacei^  that  the 
cfindesoensioaa  tbat  may  he-aeaepted  fhim  the 
queen,  depend. on  the  resoltatioii  wliiehwill  b«. 
tahen  oooceraing  the  gnmd'aHiele  of  the  mdoir 
of  the  two  awparohfiesi    t  am^  &e. 

I^mrSr.  Jonav 


Ho.  19; 


M.  Torey,  ta Mr.^.  John.    Jf^il^lSt,  171^ 

Tbeyeasilj^  n^ftev^  Sir,  wliere  intenrrons  araf 
sincere,  and  dfcaiffeaeqoal  <m  both  aides'  to  ar« 
rive<  CO  tbeaame^end.  f  observed'  with  ^  grear ' 
dealiof  satisfaction^  by  the  letter  yon  honoured 
mewith  ofrttie  6tfa  instant',  Gl  S.  thatfthe  plait 
I  proposed  to  yoa»  ha»  cleared^  several.  ditt-> 
cullies^  and  distipatted'  many  occasions:  t 
hope  likewise,  tbat  ibe"  answeryoa  ratamed^ilt 
It,  willperfiMSt  the  work  began. 

According,  Slr^  to  what  yon  writ  me;  €lm 
only-  diffefeiice^  there  is'lietween  the^  propoattimr 
I  nmdeto  yovbf  ilte  bio^s  oomnmnd;  «a&  tfaih 
prefect' of  the  qaeen,  depends  entireljron- the: 
tiBH|whe»>'tiia  kipg'oi^ l^yain  siiaH'dtehuv'tlsr 
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he  \n\md^  to  «m1uv  atfaer  to  maintaiD 
It  to  tiMcrowii  ofFnuiceyOrk«tptlMit 
n.       \ 

i\y  proposidoiiy  tba  raakiog  bbehobe 
'erred  to  the  time, when  this  prince «ho«kl 
s  either  iuunediate  Micccsser,  or  pre- 
re  heir,  of  thecnma  of  Fraooex  and 
He  condition  was  obscnred  in  respect  of 
geoy. 

observe.  Sir,  that  in  deferring  till  then 
£M>  esientiid  to  the  traoqaillity  of  Eu- 
t  cannot  be  certain  that  there  will  be  one 
if  ever  such  an  unhappj  oc^isipo  shoold 
I,  that  the  guaranty  of  ail  the  powers, 
.aU  be  concerned  in  the  treaty,  shaU 
sufficient  alliance  to  declare  war  to  the 
who  shoald  violate  the  conditions  of  the 
:  but  the  end  that  ou^t  at  present  to  be 
cd,  is,  to  hinder  the  cenewing  of  the  war, 
^  to  seek  means  to  support  those  which 
arise  upon  this  occasion, 
then  conclude,  that  to  .prevent  the  re- 
of  the  monarchies  of  France  and  Spain 
cessary  that  the  catholic  kingshould  now 
t  his  phoice,  without  waiting  the  unhappy 
which  we  hope  will  never  happen ;  but 
must,  in  the  mean  time,  be  supposed, 
ire  taken,  that  this  choice  may  establish 
ler  of  the  succtssiooy  by  the  treaty  of  the 
i  peace. 

r  observations,  Sir,  and  the  oonsequenoea 
may  be  drawn  front  them,  are  equally 
the  catholic  king  must  csJm  the  unea- 
of  Europe,  in  declaring  at  present  what 
le  will  take,  if  ever  the  sucoession  of 
3  is  open  in  his  favour.  Indeed  it  will  be 
IS  some  uneasiness  to  hin^  to  declare 
sent  to  the  Spaniards,  that  )it  ^ould 

00  them,  and  go  to  France,  if  one  of  the 
kses,  which  you  suppose,  should  happen, 
on,  uncertain  of  the  master  she  shall 
may  prove  less  faithful  to  him  that  actu- 
igns;  but  this  ioconvceiency  ouftht  to 
i  to  the  general  good.  Thus,  sir,  the 
ipprovinj;  your  proposition,  dispatches  a 
r  to  Spain,  and  writes  to  the  king  his 
k>n,to  let  him  know  the  necessity  of  re« 
\  on  the  choice  he  will  make,  and  declare 

the  end  it  may  be  inserted  in  the  treaty 
general  peac6,  and  that  it  be  made  a 
ion  of  it  whereof  all  Europe  shall  be  gua- 

lOpe,  Sir,  the  king  of  Spain  will  conform 
If  to  the  counsd  of  the  king ;    but  if  it 

1  happen,  what  I  cannot  believe,  that  he 
)t  submit  to  it,  his  majesty  will  take  all 
easures  the  queen  of  Great  Britain  sliall 

proper,  to  determine  of  necessity,  and 
)y  force,  the  choice  of  the  king  of  Spain, 
o  secure  to  Europe  the  peace,  which  at 
It  appears  so  adtanced. 
m  confident  there  will  no  occasion  he 
of  coming  to  such  an  extremity ;  but  ihe 
8  willing  I  should  inform .  you  ol  his  reso- 

in  this  matter,  as  being  a  new  mack  of 
ncere  and  true  desire. ot  hi»  miyesty,  for 
ady  conclusion  of  a  safe  and  solid  peace. 


I  took  upon  it  at  preteal  vcrr  OHicii  adwiced, 
and  that  the  principal  difieakj,  whkh  aiight 
still  render  it  more  acceptable,  aeems  resnofcd, 
but  in  the  mean  time,  we  muH.  expect  new  dif> 
ficulties  from  those  who  would  enllingly  breik 
the  conferences.  I  believe  the  best  way  to 
subvert  their  designs  woaM  be  fsr  the  tpicen  sf 
Great  Britain  to  prt^ose  immediately  a  aotpca- 
sion  of  arms ;  ft>r  they  gnwnd  their  hopes  on  the 
event  of  the  campaign.  And  as  I  find,  bj  yoer 
letter  that  her  Britannic  majesty  is  disp^ed  is 
make  the  necessary  dedaratmna  forestablidhtB| 
the  success  of  the  negotiatioiis,  it  is  my  opiaira 
that  the  proposition  of  a  suspetwioo  might  make 
part  of  those  declarations. 

I  have  detained  Mr,  Gaultier  here  some  days 
longer  than  he  ought  to  have  staid  in  expecta- 
tion of  voor  answers,  thinking  k  neoeasaiy  be 
shoold  be  informed  of  yoor  sentiments  bdbre 
heaets  out  tor  England ;  be  will  inform  yes, 
Sir,  of  the  king's  intenttons  on  the  demands  of 
yoor  allies.  I  hope,  that  as  the  most  dificslt 
point  is  now  reguated,  you  wtll  Ksire  lespect 
onlv  to  the  justice  and  solidity  of  the  peaee; 
and  that  the  queen  pf  Great  Britmn,  exiting  ky 
these  great  motives,  will  give  the  last  marks  of 
the  desire  she  has  to  establish  with  die  king  a 
pMect  good  correspondence. 

I  received.  Sir,  vby  the  same  courier,  the 
letter  you  honoured  me  with  of  the  lltfa  instaat 
O.  S.  I  am  very  sorry  for  the  indispositioa  of 
my  lord  treasurer,  and  earnestly  wish  ids  in- 
medipte  recovery.  Itisvery  reaaenable  dnt 
those  who  have  had,  like  yon  and' him,  the 
principal  pisn  in  the  management  of  the  ^ace, 
should  have  the  honour  to  bring  it  torperfeoiaii. 
I  hope  we  shall  soon  see  the  socceae  ofii^  and 
desire  you  will  believe  that^atall  timea  what- 
soever, no  one  shall  be  with  greaur  trath  thu 
I  am,  Sir,  &c  '  Dx  Tobcy. 


No.   20. 


Mr.  St.  John  to  H.  de  Torcy.    April  99,  171S.. 

Sir;  The  plan  you  proposed,  in  yonr  letter 
of  the  8th  Of  April,  appeared  to  os  to  remove 
many  difficulties,  and  dissipate  divers  causes 
ofi^ars;  but  by  reason  of  liaviog  misonder- 
stood  the  intentions  of  the  king;  and  ill  ex- 
plained those  of  the  queen,  we  now  find  ear* 
selves  farther,  than  we  had  hoped,  from  agree- 
ing upon  the  grand  articles  of  the  peace. 

It  is  very  true,  that  the  only  dinerence  there 
is  between  the  proposition  you  made  om  by  the 
king's  order,  in  the  sense  we  comprehended  it, 
andlliat  which  I  sent  you  by  order  of  the 
queen,  relates  only  to  the  time  when  the  prince 
in  question  shall  make  his  choice,  eiti>er  to  pre- 
serve his  right  to  the  crown  of  France,  hy  re- 
nouncing tbat  of  Spain,  or  to  keep  that  of 
Spain,  by  renouncing  that  of  France.  Bot  yoa 
do  not  propose  therein,  Sir,  that  the  exeemioa 
shall  accompany  thechoice,  which  is  absolutely 
necessary  to  rendrr  this  peace  definitive. 

The  abbot  Gaultier  explains  quite  otherwise 
the  king's  inteotioiit;  and  I  observe  i ' 
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my  tbe  princey  w^  relga*  in  dpain,  iniist 
cairn  tlie  inquietod«  of  Europe  bjf  declaring 
•  now  the  part  be  will  take,  if  che  succession  of 
Fnince  is  ever  opened  in  his  favour.  After  this 
manner  our  great  work  will  not  be  much  ad- 
fanced  by  the  last  proposition. 

If  we  had  ttnclerstood  according  to  the  ex- 
plication that  you  now  give  it,-  you  see,  sir, 
that  we  should  have  fallen  into  a  very  great 
'  absurdity  ;  since  in  rejecting  your  project,  we 
should  have  draws  up  another,  against  which 
all  the  objections,  we  made,  and  which  were 
found  even  in  France  just  and  well  founded, 
would  have  equally  taken  place.  For  though 
the  prince,  who  reigns  in  Spain,  makes  his 
choice  from  this  tiine,  what  greater  security 
shall  Europe  have,  if  the  execution  of  this 
choice  is  referred  to  another  thae  ?  In  offering 
that  be  shall  be  obliged  to  declare  his  choice 
from  this  time,  you  arc  already  agreed  that 
neither  the  stipulations  of  a  treaty,  nor  the 
guarantee  of  the  powers  engaged  in  this  war, 
can  be  capable  to  secure  that  the  choice  shall 
be  made ;  how  then  can  we  conclude  that  they 
can  be  capable  to  sebure  that,  when  either  of 
the  cases  shall  happen  that  we  are  with  regret 
obliged  to  foresee,  and  to  suppose,  he  will  quit 
one  crown  to  hold  another,  according  to  the 
choice  that  he  bhall  have  mwde,y%nd  which 
shall  huve  been  inserted  in  the  treaty  of  tbe  ge- 
neral peace? 

Tbe  queen  has  often  declared  that  it  would 
be  impossible  A>r  her  to  be  contented  with  any 
expedient,  which  was  not  very  solid,  touching 
an  article  of  so  great  importance  as  that  of  the 
re-nnion  of  the  two  monarcliies.  To  do  other- 
wise, would  be  to  lose  the  fruits  of  all  the  blood 
the  allies  have  spilt  in  the  course  of  this  war ; 
it  would  be  at  last  to  betray  the  common  cause 
of  Europe,  and  to  expose  the  present  age,  as 
wel^  as  those  which  are  in  come,  to  one  of 
the  greatest  dangers  that  the  imagination  can 
fi»rm. 

Her  Majesty  sincerely  desires  the  peace,  she 
desires  it  reasonable  for  France  ;  but  to  cdme  „ 
to  this  issue,  the  interest  of  France  must  not 
be  rendered  inconsistent  with  the.  general  se- 
curity. 

It  must  be  done  so  as  the  time  can  never 
happen,  in  which  the  same  prince  sliall  have 
both  tbe  crown  of  Spain  upon  his  head,  aad  his 
succession  open  to  that  of  France. 

If  this  prince  nf  whom  we  speak  is  not  con- 
tented with  Spain  ;  or  if  France  will  not,  in 
passing  him  by,  too  much  weaken  their  suc- 
cession ;  "must  we  for  this  reason,  the  peace 
being  inade,  tak^  up  arms,  and  be  in  a  con- 
tinual apprehension  of  seeing  the  war  renewed  ? 
Tlie  queen  can  aever  consent  thereto,  and 
ber  majesty  thinks  there  is  not  one  of  the 
allies  who  will  submit  to  so  hard  a  condi- 
tioo.  • 

To  shew  nevertheless  that  she  is  ready  to 
eoDtribute  all  in  her  .power  to  satisfy  his  most 
christian  mnjesty,  without  wounding  her  ho- 
nour, and  .without  sacrificing  her  interests  and 
fhoae  of  her  confederates,  t^  queea  orders  me 
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sir,  to  propose  to  you  an  expedient,  by  whfck 
king  Philip  may  preserve  his  right  to  the  crown 
of  his  ancestors,  and  find  a  recompeoce  fbr 
Spain,  which  in  this  case  he  shall  be  obtij^ta 
abandon. 

Her  Majesty  therefore  proposes,  thtt  t)m 
prince  does  immediately  retire  with  his  family 
out  of  Spain  ;  that  the  duke  of  Savoy  do  trans- 
port himself  thither  at  the  same  time  wiib  bit, 
and  take  possession  of  that  monarchy  and  tb^ 
Indies :  that  king  Philip  may  enjoy  the  kingifom 
of  Sicily,  the  hereditary  countries  of  hb  royal 
highness,  with  iheMontserrat,  Mantuan  ;{and  in 
case  he  succeeds  to  the  crown  of  France,  thai 
Sicily  returns  under  the  obedience  of  the  boos* 
of  Austria,  but  that  the  other  countries  may 
remain  to  him,  and  be  hereafter  looked  upon  aft 
provinces  of  France.  The  queen  would  desir» 
that  this  proposition  might  appear  to  come 
from  his  most  chnsdan  majesty,  to  be  an  etfect 
of  his  moderation,  and  a  sacrifice  that  he  m 
willing  to  make,  te  draw  Europe  out  of  the 
disorder  it  is  now  in,  and  to  re-establish  the 
general  tranqoillity. 

Her  majesty  thinks  she  hat  now  given  ali 
the  facilities  in  lier  power  to  conclude  th*' 
peace,  and  hath  asked  nothing  but  what  is  ne* 
cessary  for  accomplishing  that  promise  which 
the  most  christian  king  made,  when  he  de» 
dared  himself  ready  to  take  all  just  and  rea- 
sonable measures  to  hinder  tbe  crowns  of 
France  and  Spain  from  being  ever  re-united 
upon  the  head  of  one  fuid  the  same  person. 

The  qneen  commands  mc  to  add,  that  sb« 
hopes  the  propositions  I  have  made  by  her  order,  ^ 
will  be  accepted  ;  but  however  she  insists  thai  * 
the  answer  you  send  me  be  categorical  and 
final. 

The  circumstances  we  now  find  ourselves  in, 
as  weU  as  the  se$ison  of  the  year,  do  not  admit 
that  vtfi  remain  in  any  longer  uncertainty,  whe- 
ther we  shall  have  war  or  peace. 

The  parliament,  to  whom  her  majesty  hath 
promised  the  communication  of  what  slic  shojuld 
treat  on  the  subject  of  peace,  will  become 
impatieiTt :  and  the  queen  cannot  excuse  her- 
self from  communicating  to  them  the  answer 
she  shall  receive  to  this  letter.  The  armies 
are  in  the  field,  and  the  events  of*  one  day*s 
time  may  inlirely  change  the  face  of  aftiirs : 
how  much  soever  disposed  the  queen  is  to. 
facilitate  the  negociation  of  the  peace,  and  to 
save  the  effusion  of  blood,  she  cannot  how 
ever  declare  for  a  suspension  of  arms,  before 
slie  knows  the  resolution  of  the  most  christian 
king,  upon  the  expedient  proposed  to  prevent 
tbe  re-union  of  the  two  monait;hies. 

If  I  tell  you  nothing,  sir,  touching  the  t>]an 
of  the  general  peace,  which  the  abt»ot  Gaultier 
also  brought  us,  it  is  because  the  queen  does 
not  louk  upon  the  difference<i  which  it  cnntaint 
as  too  difficult  to  be  acQusted,  provided  the 
article  of  the  re-union  be  once  passed;  and 
because  if  we  are  not  happy  enough  to  succeed 
in  treating  of  this  expedient,  it  would  be  but  a 
needless  trouble  to  negociate  upon  oiher  points, 
lam,  &c.  H^St.  JeM. 
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M.  ieTorcy  to  Mr,  St.  John.    May  18»  1712. 

SiK ;  I  have  received  the  lettervou  did  roe  the 
favour  to  write  to  rae  of  the  lOth  instant,  and 
AID  vwy  sorry  to  see  there]was  so  i^reat  dif- 
ference, as  you  tell  me,  between  the  propose 
tion  you  made  me  by  order  of  the  queen,  and 
Ibe  answer  the  king  commanded  roe  to  make  to 
ymi :  for  want  of  understanding  one  haotberi 
we  have  nirhappily  lost  a  time,  of  which  every 
moment  is  precious :  and  now  we  must  have  a 
new  decision  from  the  king  of  Spain,  apon  a 
{Mart  which  bad  beea  proposed  to  him  in 
«  different  sense  to  what  you  undentood  iL  . 

I  confess,  sir,  I  should  fear  that  this  explica- 
tion would  produce  new  difficulties  at  the  court 
Of  Madrid,  tf  the  king  had  not  resolved  to 
•vrmbunt  alt  the  objections  her  majesty  can 
make  upon  an  article  which  is  to  be  the  basis 
of  the  peace,  and  likewise  to  sacriGce  the  in- 
terests of  his  house  for  the  re-establishment  of 
tbepvbltc  tranquillity. 

It  is  therefore  to  remove  these  difficulties, 
that  the  king  now  makes  two  propositions  to 
the  king  his  i;iand««on  :  First  to  renounce  by 
the  treaty  of  peace,  for  himself  and  his  descend- 
Mits,  all  his  right  to  the  crown  of  France, 
tod  content  himself  with  Spain  and  the  In- 
dies. 

The  second,  to  preserve  his  right  to  the 
crown  of  France,  but  at  the  same  time  to 
yield  Spahi  aad  the  Indies  to  the  duke  of 
Sftvoy,*  ahd  content  himself,  in  exchange,  with 
^he  conntries  the  duke  of  Savoy  now  possesses ; 
that  is  to  say,  with  the  principality  of  Pied- 
mont, the  dutchies  of  Savoy  and  Montserrnt,  and 
county  of  Nice.  Lastly,  to  keep  the  kingdom 
^  Sicily,  whereof  the  catholic,  king  is  now 
master.  Provided  always  that  if  he  should 
one  day  come  to  the  crown  of  France,  he 
should  keep  only  the  countries  now  belongihg 
to  tlie  duke  of  SaVoy,  and  that  in  this  case  the 
kingdom  of  Sicily  shall  belong^  to  the  house  of 
Austria. 

It  were  to  b^  wished  that  the  king  could  at 
present  know  the  intentions  of  the  king  his 
grandson,  upon  one  or  the  Other  of  these  two 
alternatives;  but  we  must  unavoidably  wait 
for  the-  return  of  the  courier  that  his  majesty 
dispatches  to  Madrid. 

He  has  commanded  me  nevertheless  to  assure 
jon,  that  the  treaty  of  peace  shall  be  made 
upon  the  basis  of  the'One  or  the  other  of  these 
two  propositions;  viz.  Either  the  king  of 
Spain  shaH  renounce  his  right  to  the  crown  of 
France,  to  keep  only  Spain  and  the  Indies  y 
or  thaT  he  shall  consent  to  the  exchange  of 
Spain  and  the  Indies  with  the  estates  of  the 
duke  of  Savoy,  on  the  conditions  I  ha\'e  now 
Acquainted  yon  with.  You  are  therefore,  sir, 
to  look  upon  ^hat  I  write  to  you  by  the  king's 
order,  as  the  final  answer  that  you  desire,  and 
which  ought  to  remove  ^\\  uncertainty  upon 
the  peace,  or  upon  the  continuation  of  the  war. 

It  is  probable,  sir,  that  the  peace  ^ould  stiH 
ba  more  ceitaiO|  if  a  suspension  of  armi  «oiild 


be  agreed  upon  on  both  ades,  and  might,  mice 
at  present  each  side  may  well  expect  an  happf 
conclusion  :  but  it  must  be  left  to  the  prodeoce 
of  the  queen  to  examine  what  die  shall  thisk 
most  agreeable  io  the  general  good^  whidi  ^ 
desires  as  much  as  any  person. 

It  would  be  Very  sad,  if  any  event  shoeld 
happen  during  the  campaign  to  mstorb  the  good 
dispositions  which  are  now  apparent  for  e»ta^ 
ishing  the  public  tranquillity.  I  hope,  ar,  joe 
will  very  soon  give  the  last  hand  thereto;  and  I 
pray  you  to  believe,  that  no  one  can  honoar 
you  more  perfectly,  nor  be  more  troly  than  I 
am^  sir,  &c.  Dx  Totcr. 


No.  «2. 


M£MORiAL./rom  Mr.  St,  John  to  M,  de  Torey, 
relating  tek  North  America,  Cqmmerce^  mjU 
the  Suipensiott  of  Amu,  May  24,  1711 
O.  S, 

To  end  all  disputes  arisen  abolit  Noitk 
America,  the  queen  proposes  : 

1.  That  his  most  christian  majes^  dionhl 
yield  to  her  the  inland  of  Newfoundlapd,  with 
Placentia,  and  all  the  fortifications,  artillery 
and  ammunitions  thereto  belonging,  tbe  fittle 
adjacent  islands,  and  the  nearest  the  i&land  of 
Newfoundland;  as  also  Nova  Scotia,  or 
Acadie,  according  to  its  ancient  limits. 

9.  That  the  subjects  of  bis  most  chrntiaa 
majesty  may  continue  to  fish,  and  dry  their 
fish,  upon  that  part  of  Newfoundland  which  is 
called  the  Petit  Nord,  bat  on  no  other  part  of 
the  said  island. 

■  3.  That  his  majesty's  subjects  may  enjoy 
in  common'  with  the  queen's,  tbe  island  of 
Cape  Breton. 

4.  That  tbe  islands  in  the  Golph  of  St. 
Laurence,  and  in  tbe  mouth  of  the  river  oS^/m 
name,  which  are  at  present  poesestrd  by  the 
French,  may  remain  to  his  most  christian  ma« 
jesty ;  but  expressly  upon  condition  that  his 
said  majesty  shall  engage  himself  not  to  rais^ 
or  »iSeT  to  be  raised,  any  fortifications  io  these 
islands,  or  in  that  of  Cape  Breton,  the  qaeen 
engages  herself  likewise  not  to  fortify,  or  sofier 
any  fortifications  to  be  raised  in  the  adjacent 
islands,  afid  those  next  Newfbnndlaod,  nor  in 
that  of  Cape  Bretoh. 

5.  The  qneeo  insists  to  have  the  cannon  and 
ammunitions  of  wan  in  all  the  forts  and  places 
of  the  bay  and  streigbts  of  Hudson. 

Relating  to  Commerctn      •    . 

As  some  difficulties  are  arisen,  whicb  hinder 
our  giving  the  finishing  stroke  to  the  treaty  of 
commerce  between  the  two  nations  of  Great 
Britain  and  France,  so  soon  as  could  have  beea 
wished,  by  reason  of  many  prohibitions  made, 
and  many  excessive  duties  established  ia  the 
said  kingdocns  *  And  a»  it  is  necessary  for  Iba 
subjects  ^f  both  sides,  that  the  commerce  be- 
tween the  two  nations  be  opened,  and  have  its 
eflPect  as  soon  as  possible ;  the  queen  would 
have  many  proposiuoiit40'make.hts  most  chrii* 
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iaa  iiuye9t;f  tbereopon- }  Bat  m  these  points 
roald  require  a  longer  time  to  be  discussed 
ban  the  present  crisis  does  pennit,  the  queen 
letn^  more  inclined  to  con6rm  the  general 
r«MM)iiillity,  than  yirivate  advantages^  contents 
lerseif  wiih  making  two  demands,  nhich  she 
relieves  can  meet  with  no  difficulty.  . 

1.  That  ill  case  we  do  not  agree  upon  the 
joints  in  dispute,  relating  to  commerce,  com- 
nissaries  be  named  on  each  side,  who  shall 
meet  at  London  to,  examine  and  regulate  the 
luties  and  impositions  that  shall  be  paid  in 
Mcb  kiagdom  :  and  that  they  be  adjusted  ia 
lucb  a  maaner,  that  by  it  the  commerce  be- 
tween the  two  nations  be  encouraged  and  en- 
larged. 

9.  That  no  privilege  or  advantage  in  regard 
to  ch»  French  trade,  shall  be  granted  to  any 
foreigp  nation,  which  shall  not  be  granted  at 
the  same  time  to  the  queen  of  Great  Britain's 
subjects.  Jnlike  manner,  no  privilege  or  ad- 
vantage relating  to  the  trade  of  Great  Britain, 
shall  be  grantMl  a^y  foreign  nation,  that  shall 
not  at. the  same  time  be  granted  to  the  aubjects 
#f  bis  Qioat  christian  miyesty. 

Addling  to  the  Suspen$ion  ofArmi. 

The  Queen  will  consent  to  a  suspension  of 
vma  for  the  term  of  two  months,  upon  ooo- 
ditioa, 

1.  That  in  the  said  term,  the  artide  whjch  re- 
lates to  the  re-union  of  the  two  monarchies 
shall  be  poacfuaUy  arid  intirely  executed.  That 
is  to  say,  either' tlMt  king  Philip  shall  renounce 
in  that  term,  for  himself  and  his  descendants, 
bis  rights  to  the  crown  of  France ;  and  shaU 
consent  that  his  renunciation  be  inserted  ia 
the  treaty  for  •  future  peace  ;  or  that  in  this 
term  be  shall  leave  Spain  with  his  family,  yield- 
ing up  that  kingdom  and  the  Indies  to  the 
dnkeof  Stvoy,  on  the  conditions  mentioned  in 
my  letter  of  the  29th  April,  O.  8.  and  accepted 
by  chat  from  M.  de  Torcy,  of  the  18th  of  this 
month,  N.  S. 

S.  That  the  French  garrison  shall  go  out  of 
the  town,  citadel,  and  forts  of  Dunkirk :  and 
that  the  queen's  troops  shall  enter  it  the  day 
the  suspension  of  arms  shall  begin ;  and  that 
that  place  shall  remain  in  the  queen's  hands 
till  the  States  General  shall  have  amsented  to 
give  his  most  christian"  msjestv  an  equivalent 
for  the  demolisliing  of  it,  with  which  he  shsU 
be  contented,  it  being  ^understfibd^  that  in 
this  case  his  most  christian  majesty  shall  be 
obliged  ^o  demolish  all  the  fortifications  of  that 
place,  to  fill  up  the  harbour,  and  destroy  ihe 
sluices,  in  the  manner  the  queen's  plenipotenti- 
STies  have  required. 

3.  I^  case  the  States  General  do  consent  to  n 
saspension  of  arms  at  the  same  tinie  with  ibe 
<|ueen,  it  seems  reasonable  to  grant  tliem  the 
hberty  of  putting  a  garrison  in  Cambray,  on 
the  day  the  said  suspension  shall  have  its  e^ 
^ct.  H»St.  Jobv. 
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The  Answers  of  the  JK^ing  to  the  Memorial  $ent 

from  London,  June  5,  1712.  N,  S, 

Marlej/,  June  10,  171*. 

Art.  1.  His  majesty  consents  to  yield  te 
the  queen  of  Great  Britain  the  Isle  of  New^  , 
fouodland,  with  the  city  of  Placentia,  as  now 
fortified;  but  the  artiUery  and  ammumtioB 
with  which  that  (dace  is  provided,  shall  b« 
taken  from  thence,  and  shall  not  b6  oompre* 
heeded  in  the  cession  which  shall  be  asade  of 
tlMit  place,  and  of  the  Isfamd ;  for  they  ate  not 
to  be  esteemed  as  belonging  either  to  the  cam 
or.  the  other ;  and  to  use  a  comau>n  eomparisoB, 
one  may  look  upon  the'artilleir  and  ammuni- 
tion of  a  place  as  moveables  of  an  house,  that 
a  private  man  carries  away  with  him  when  he 
yields  that  same  house  by  a  voluntary  con>- 
tract. 

The  Isles  adjacent  to  that  of  Newfoundland 
were  neither  demanded  nor  promised  bv  the 
articles  signed  at  London  tn  the  month  of  Oo«' 
tober  last :  .  As  these  articles  InMre  served  as  a 
role  in  the  beginning  and  in  the  progress  of 
the  present  negociation,  the  king's  imentioo  is 
10  folfow  exaaly  the  same  rule,  as  the  most 
sure  one  to  come  to  the  cimclusion  of  the 
treaty;  and  his  majesty  is  persuaded  that  the 
qtieen  of  Great  Britain,  foithfol  to  her  word, 
will  not  insist  upon  a  new  demand,  and  which 
does  not  appear  m  the  convention  signed  in  the 
name  of  that  princess. 

The  king  is  willing  to  add  to  that  conventioll 
the  cession  of  Acadie  according  to  its  ancient 
limits,  as  it  is  demanded  by  the  queen  of  Great 
Britain. 

9.  The  articles  signed  at  London  reserve  ta 
the  subjects  of  the  king  the  power  of  fishing  and 
drying  of  cod-fish  upon  the  isle  of  Nen  found* 
land.  A  disposition,  made  and  agreed  to,  can 
neither  be  restrained,  nor  receive  any  altera^ 
tions  bat  those  which  are  r^iprocally  judged 
to  be  conformable  to  the  common  advao* 
tagc. 

Upon  this  foundation  the  king  offers  to  leave 
to  England  the  artillery  and  ammunition  of 
Plsceutia*  the  isles  adjacent  to  that  of  New^ 
foundland:  to  forbid  the  French  the  Hherty  of 
fishing  and  dryinc;  of  cod-fish  upon  the  Coast 
of  that  isle,  likewise  upon  rhar  part  called  the 
Petit  Nord ;  to  add  to  th^se  conditions  the 
cession  of  the  isles  of  St.  Martin  and  St.  Bap- 
tholnmew,  flidjntning  to  that  ofSt.  Christopher^i 
if  for  this  new  offer  the  queep  of  Great  Britain 
consents  to  restore  Acadie,  of  which  the  river 
of  Sl  George  shall  hereafter  make  the 
boundaries,  as  the  English  heretofore  prc^tended 
to  it. 

It  is  therefore  at  the  choice  of  the  qneen  of 
Great  Britain,  either  to  keep  to  thf  articles 
signed  at  London,  ur  to  accept  the  exchange 
that  his  mafesty  pr  >po«e9.  In  this  l)i>t  case 
his  majesty  will  endeuvtmr  to  facilitate  all  that 
shall  depend  on  him,  to  conclude  the  afiair  of 
the  ransom  of  the  island  of  Nevis  to  Che  satis- 
faction of  EngUnd. 
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8.  As  the  perfect  good  vnderftanding  that 
the  king  proposes  to  establish  between  his  sub- 
jects and  chuse  of  the  queen  of  Great  Britain^ 
miif  if  it  please  God,  be  one  of  the  principal 
mdvantMges  of  ifae  peace,  we  mast  retnoire  all 
proptisitiiHis  capable  of  disturbing  this  happj 
union ;  esperience  has  made  it  too  visible,  that 
it,  WHS  iaipf>b&ible  to  preserve  it  in  the  places 
possessed  in  common  bj  tlie  French  and  Eng- 
lish naiJoos;  so  this  reason  alone  will  snffice 
to  hinder  his  majesty  from  consenting  to  tlie 
proposition  of  leaving  the  English  to  possess 
the  isle  of  Cape  Breton  in  common  with  the 
Prench.  But  there  is  still  a  stronger  reason 
•gainst  this  |irop(»«ition;  as  it  is  hat  too  often 
seen  tliai  the  nuist  amicable  nations  many 
times  l»ecome  *  enemits,  it  is  prudent  in  tlie 
kin^  to  res*  rve  to  hi'iiself  the  possession  of  the 
oulj  isle  which  will  hereafter  open  an  en'.rance 
into  the  river  of  Si.  Lawrence ;  it  wouid  be  ab- 
soluiely  ^hut  to  the  ship^  of  bis  maje^tj,  if  the 
Euclish  misters  of  Acadie  and  Newfoundland, 
still  possessed  the  isle  of  Cape  Breton  in  com- 
mon with  tlie  French ;  and  Canady  would  t>e 
l'>9t  to  France  as  »oon  as  the  war  Should  be 
renewed  between  the  two  nations  which  God 
Ibrhid ;  bat  the  most  secure  means  to  prevent 
it,  is  often  to  think  that  it  may  come  to 
pass. 

4.  Ttwill  not  be  dis^mbled,  but  it  is  for  tbe 
•amereii^oa  that  the  king  is  willing  to  resenre 
to  bimself  the  natural  and  common  liberty  as 
all  sovereigns  have»  to  erect>in  tlie  isies  of  the 
salph  and  in  tbe  mouth  ot  the  river  of  St. 
Lawrence,  as  well  as  in  the  i^le  of  cape  Bre- 
ton, such  fortifications  as  bis  tnigesty  shall  judge 
necessary:  thes^  works,  made  only  for  the 
security  of  tbe  country,  can  never  be  of  any 
detriment  to  the  neighbouring  isles  and  pro- 
vinces. 

It  is  just  that  the  ^ueen  of  Great  Britain 
thould-have  the  same  liberty  to  erect  what  for- 
tifications she  shall  think  necessary,  whether 
in  Acadie  er  in  the  isle  of  New^undUod  : 
and  upon  this  article  the  king  does  not  pretend 
to  exact  any  thing  contrary  to  the  rights  which 
tbe  propriety  and  possession  naturally  give  to 
that  pnncess. 

5.  The  king  is  willing,  through  a  particular 
consideration  of  the  queen  of  Great  Britain, 
to  leave  to  ber  the  cannon  and  ammunition 
which  shall  be  found  in  the  forts  and  placet  of 
the  bay  and  streights  of  Hudson,  notwithstand- 
ing the  strong  reasana  that  his  mi^esty  may 
have  to  take  them  from  thence^  and  transport 
them  elsewere. 

Article  of  Commerce, 

As  the  king  sincerely  desires  that  all  caoie 
of  division  between  his  majesty  and  the  qoeon 
of  Great  Britaip  should  cease  as  soon  as  may 
be,  it  would  be  very  agreeable  to  him  to  see 
all  disputes  relating  to  commerce  settled  at 
Utrecht  between  liis  plenipotentiaries  and  those 
of  England ;  But  if  it  is  impossible  to  remove 
the  ditficulties  about  this  matter  before  the 
•onoliwioo  of  the  p^e,  rather  thim  to  delay 


it,  his  HMyesty  consents  to  the  two  demands  imk 
in  the  aaine  of  that  princess. 

1.  To  name  commissaries,  who  shall  ■ 
at  London  toosamine  and  regulate  the  dotict 
^nd  impositions  to  be  paid  in  each  kingdaa. 

S.  That  France  aad  £nglaiid  do  reoprocslyi 
engage  to  give  to  the  subjects  of  both  cxomm 
the  same  privileges  and  advanta^,  with  mhttk 
any  nation  whatsoever  shall  be  favoured. 

Article  of  a  Suspension  of  Arms. 

So  short  a  term  as  two  months  will  still  leart^ 
to  the  eneanies  of  peace,  hopes  of  being  sU| 
to  disturb  the  negotiation-  before  tbe  end  of 
the  campaign^  The  king,  persuaded  of  tk| 
good  intentions  of  the  queen  of  Great  Brkai% 
thinks  it  for  the  common  good,  to  euend  this ' 
term  to  four  months. 

1   It  ought  to  be  su6Scient  to  compleat  tke 
surmounting  all  the  difficulties  of  tbe  tiesty, 
the  principal  being  already  removed,  by  tbe 
firm  rebolntion  that  the  king  of  Spain  bstk 
taken,  lo  renounce  for  bimself  and  hi&  descee-  , 
dants  to  the  crown  of  France,  and   to  keep  ' 
Spain  and  the  Indies  ;    and  this  rennnciatkMi  I 
shall  be  inserted  in  the  treaty  of  peace. 

9.  After  having  estahlisli«d  tbo  b^fbaiog 
and  the  course  of  tbe  negotiation  upon  a  good 
faith  and  mutual  confidence,  oi  whidi  the 
happy  effects  are  already  felt,  w«  mnat  banidi 
all  distmst,  and  even  tbe  appearance  of  so^ 
cion,  when  each  party^comes,  in  their  proposal, 
near  ,tbeeod  that  both  sides  propose  to  tbem- 
selves.  The  king  Iteves  tbe  equity  of  tks 
queen  of  England,  to  judge,  whether  the  de- 
mand of  putting  an  Enp^lisb  garrison  into  Don* 
kirk,  during  the  suspensioa  of  ann%  lias  notbiog 
in  it  disdMiging  to  him ;  aad  if  t^  public 
Woold  not  look  upon  it  as  a  dmlbting  bit  ma^ 
je»ty*s  exactness  to  satisfy  bis  prooHsea.  fie 
knows  fhat  the  queen  of  England  is  voty  lar 
from  harbouriiig  such  a  tlhNight,  Invii^  j^ 
ceived  too  many  proofs  to  the  contrary.  Tke 
king  also  having  for  a  long  time  looked  apoe 
the  queen  as  a  friend,  notwithstanding  the 
contiouation  of  the  war,  is  persuaded  tbs^  ^be 
will  desist  from  such  a  demwid,  not  oaly  as 
being  useless,, but  capable  of  produciiii^  an 
efiect,  contrary  to  tbe  intantioDs  of  that  pria- 


For  it  is  cerUun  the  aim  ber  majes^  baa,  is 
only  to  oi>lige  the  Dutch  readily  to  ^ive  the 
king  aii  equivalent  for  tbe  fbrtificatmos  of 
Dunkirk,  which  hisknajestj  promises  abaU  be 
demolished. 

We  most  then  overcome  their  stubftonuMss, 
and  let  them  see,  that  if  they  persist,  the 
damage  tliereof  shall  fall  up&n  themselies ; 
but  it  is  Jiot  threatening  tliom,  to  declare  ta 
them  that  tha  English  troops  shall  keep  the 
city,  tbe  citadel,  aad  the/oits  of  Dankifk,  tii 
tbe  States  General  shall  have  given  to  the  king 
an  equivalent,  wherewith  his  majesty  sball  be 
satisned.  Xlie  king  alone  would  suffer  by  tlM 
new  obstacles  they  will  raise  against  the  poaoa; 
and  it  is  by  contrary  ways  tlwt  that  repoblii 
must  be  coastrained  to  become  more  flexible. 
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At  it  is  tbe  kin^s  true  mtentioii  to  press  tbe 
emolitton  ufall  tie  fortificatiofis  of fifunkirk  io 
^nend,  bis  majesty  proposes,  that  immediatel? 
fter  the  si|^iiiK  of  the  treaty  of  peace  with 
he  queen  of  Great  BritaiD,  a  boiiy  of  English 
roopa  shaM  encamp  ooder  Donkirk  ;  aod  that 
base  troops^  the  number  whereof  shall  be  fixed, 
say  join  I  ly  work  with  his,  in  rating  all  the 
brtiHcacions. 

The  condition  of  filKng  np  tbe  p6rt»  and 
niningthe  skiicet,  depends,  as  the  king  has 
Explained  himself,  ,up»n  the  restitutioo  that  his 
aajesty  has  demanded  of  Toumay  and  its  di^- 
)rict.  He  renews  again  the  same  engagement, 
rhe  min  of  the  Sluices  will  occasinn  the  ruin 
)f  the  ctiontry  adjacent  to  Dunkirk  ;  friends 
nd  enemies  will  equally  si>ffer  thereby.  The 
ting  could  wish  to  stve  this  needless  destmc- 
lioo,  which  the  qneen  of  Great  Britain  lias 
lot  perhaps  enough  oon^idered.  His  majesty 
a  willing  that  this  be  again  offered  to  the 
faeeo's  consideration,  thouieh  he  is  resolved  to 
lie,  opfin  tbi^  article,  what  »hall  be  most  agree* 
ihle  to  that  -princesft,  for  tbe  resticutiou  of 
IournaT*aiid  its  district. 

3.  The  peace  is  necessary  to  all  Europe  ; 
tbe  king  desires  it  as  a  eenerHl  good,  aod  his 
Majesty  l<»oks  upon' the  suspension  of  arms  as 
a  meant  almost  necessary  to  attain  it :  bur  be 
woold  refu!»e  aU  suspension,  would  break  like- 
wise the  negotiation  of  peace,  if  either  the  sys- 
pension  or  peace  depeiided  upon  the  admitting 
the  Dutch  garrison  into  Cambray,  during  any 
•pace  of  time  that  m«y  be.  He  will  never 
ooQsent  to  a  proposition  so  contrary  to  his 
konoiu-,  to  his  interest,  and  to  the  good  of  his 
kiog^oo.    Oireo  atMarley,  10  June,  1713. 
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drtkUtpropoiedB^  the  Queen  of  Great  Bri- 
tain fir  a  Cmatton  cf  Armi :  with  Am> 
Majetty*s  Atitmeru 

AtT.  1.  Tbe  qneen  will  consent  to  a  cessation, 
sf  arms  for  the  space  of  two  months,  which 
<Bay  beprolonged  to  three  or  foor  months.— 
•isi.    The  king  agrees  to  the  same. 

9*  Dufing  the  time  of  titis  cessation,  endea^ 

^on  will  be  used  for  coodadiog  the  treaty  of 

^  general  peace  :  at  least,  the  article  relating 

^  tbe  union  of  the  two  monarcbiet  shall  be 

paoetually  executed;   that    is   to  s^,   king' 

Philip  sludl   renounce,    during  that  spare  of 

^^  in  iloe  form,  for  himself  aod  his  is<me,  to 

jhs  crown  of  France.    This  renunciation  shall 

bkewise  be  accepted  by  the  most  christian  king, 

l^ft  ratified  in  the  most  solemn  manner  by  the 

filstes  of  the  kingdom  of  Fjrance.-^  Jas.  During 

tbe  time  of  this  cessation  endeafours  wiU 

ke  used  for   cooclading  the  treaty  of  tbe 

8*<><nU  peace;  at  least,  the  article  r^latiAg 

to  the  re-union  of  the  two  monarchies  sliall 

^  pnnctually  executed ;  that  is  to  say,  the 

^1^8  of  Spam  shaU  renounce,  daring  that 

9*^  of  tnne^  ia  dw  Uxm^  for  bionalf  and 


his  issue,  to  the  crown  of  France.  This 
renunciation  shall  be  accepted  by  the  most 
christian  kin^,  publsihed,  and  registeted  is 
all  the  parliaments  of  the  kingdom  of  Fraoot 
in  the  roost  solemn  manner.  The  letters 
patenu  granted  by  his  most  christian  auk* 
jesty  to  the  king  of  Spain,  his  grandsoDy 
in  the  month  of  December,  1700,  for  pre- 
serring  his  rigliu  to  the  crown  of  France^ 
notwiuistaoding  his  absence  out  of  the  king* 
dom,  and  then  registered  in  tbe  parliaraenC 
of  Paris,  shall  be  ukeo  out  of  tbe  registers 
of  the  said  parliament,  and  with  the  consent 
of  that  prince  shall  be  repealed  and  ammlled. 

The  succession  to  the  said  crown  shall  be 
declared  and  adjuili:ed,  after  the  dauphin,  and 
his  issue,  and  successively  to  the  other  princei 
of  the  house  of  Bourbon,  to  the  absolute  ex- 
clusion of  king  Philip  and  his  issue. — Am,  Tbe 

king  agrees  tv»  the  same. 

Tlie  duke  of  Berry  aod  the  dnke  of  Orleans 
shall  renounce  for  themselves  and  their  c&iU 
dren,  to  any  ^  right  to  the  crown  of  Spain-^ 
Ant.  The  king  agrees  I hereta     - 

I'be  States  of  this  kingdom  shall  accept  and  . 
agree  to  this  reao'iciation  is  a  proper  manoer* 
^^AnM»  The  king  agrees  to  the  same. 

All  tlie  parties  beforementioned  shall  'agree 
by  authentic  acts  to  acknowledee,  as  successor 
to  the  crown  of  Spain,  after  king  Pliilip  and 
his  issue,  the  prince  that  shall  be  agreed  on  in 
the  future  treaty  of  peace. — Am.  The  kin|^ 

agrees  thereto. 

3.  The  French  garrison  shall  march  out  of 
the  town  and  citadel  of  Dunkirk,  and  tbe  forts 
thereto  betongmg  ;*  and  the  qoeen's  troops 
shall  come  into  tbe  same  from  the  day  the  ces- 
sation of  arms  begins :  and  this  place  shall  re- 
main in  the  hands  of  the  queen,  until  tbe 
Sutes  General  have  agreed  to  give  to  his  tnost 
christian  majesty  such  an  equivalent  for  tbe 
demolition  of  ihatplace^  as  he  may  be  satbfied 
with.  ProviHed^  that  in  this  case  his  roost 
christian  majesty  shall  be  obliged  to  demolish 
all  the  fortifications  of  that  place,  to  fill  up 
the  port,  and  destroy  the  sluices  in  spch  roau'* 
ner  as  the  queen's  commissioners  have  desired 
it. — Ani»  The  king  agrees  thereto. 

4»  As  the  queen,  in  ber  demands,  has  no 
other  view  than  to  have  some  kind  of  a  pawn 
for  securing  the  execution  of  the  article  relet-, 
ing  to  tbe  re-uoion  of  the  two  asonarcbies^ 
her  majesty  does  not  pretend  any  way  to  coo* 
corn  herself  witli  disturbing  the  civd  govern* 
ment  of  the  town  of  Dunkirk  :  but  on  the 
contrary,  she  orders  me  to  give  assnranoes  on 
her  part,  that  she  will  give  the  necessary  erdera^ 
that  all  thinss  may  remain  and  continne  on 
the  same  foot  they  are  actually  in ;  That  it 
shall  be  lliwful  for  tbe  kind's  ships,  and  those 
of  private  persons,  to  go  out  and  ceme  into 
port  asofken  as  ^all  be  necessary,  without 
being  hindered  under  any  pretence  whatsoever  s 
And  that  all  the  bing*s  ships,  as  well  as  ethers 
faek^Dg  t.  prime  p«»^«^^«^^ir  efr 
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fectt, shall  bt  atrauoh  intaletj  as  tbej  are 
BOW,  Given  at  Whitehall  the  6lh  of  June, 
Q.  S.  1712.  H.St.  Joiiir.— ilju.  As  the  <|ueei], 
in  her  demaniiiy  has  do  other  Tiew  thaa  to 
have  ftome  kiod  of  pawn  for  tecuriog  the  exe- 
cutioo  of  the  article  reUtiof  to  the  re-uoioo 
of  ^he  two  iiiooarchie»y  her  majesty  does  oot 
pretend  any  way  to  concern  herself  with 
disturbii^  the  civil  goveruoient  of  the  town 
of  Dunkirk  t  hut  on  the  contrary  she  orders 
me  to  promise  ou  her  part,  that  she  will  give 
the  necessary  orders,  that  all  thii^  may 
remain  and  continue  on  the  same  foot  they 
are  aUually  iu  ;  That  it  shall  he  lawful  for 
the  king's  ships,  and  those  of  private  persons, 
to  go  out  anti  come  into  p>ort  as  often  as 
shall  be  necessary,  without  being  hindered 
under  any  pretence  whatsoever :  And  that  all 
the  king*l  ships,  as  well  as  others  belonging 
to  private  persons,  and  all  their  effects,  snail 
be  as  much  in  aafetjr  as  they  are  now.  And 
that  his  majesty's  officers  who  have  the  core  of 
the  magazines  belonging  to  the  sea  or  land, 
shall  suy  in  the  said  town  of  Dunkirk ;  where 
they  shall  continue,  to  exercise  their  calling 
*  during  the  stay  of  the  English  tfoopa.  Given 
at  Marly,  the  9Sd  of  June,  1713. 

De  Tomer. 


No.  85. 

txST%Vcnovs/or  our  right  truity^  and  right 
intirely  behved  counulloj\  Jmmes  Duke  of 
Omumde,  Captain  General  and  Common' 
der  in  Chief  of  our  Forcft^  acting  in  con- 
junct ion  with  those  of  our  AltU$  iu  the 
Low  Country, 
A.R. 

Tou  are  with  all  possible  diligence  to  repair 
(o  the  Hague,  and  to  acquaint  the  pensionary, 
that,  having  appointed  you  to  command  our 
army  in  the  Netherlands,  we  have  given  you 
orders  to  see  him  before  you  go  to  put  yourself 
at  the  head  of  the  troops.  You  are  to  express 
to  him  the  resolution  we  are  in  of  pressing  the 
war  with  all  possible  vigour,  until  tlie  enemy 
shall  agree  to  such  terms  of  peace,  as  may  be 
safe  and  honourable  for  us,  au  J  for  our  allies. 

You  are  further  to  say  to  this  minister,  that 
jau  are  prepared  to  live  in  a  perfect  good  cor- 
resoondence  with  all  the  generals  of  the  aUies, 
imd  particularly  with  tliose  of  the  Staus  ;  and 
that  you  hope,  you  shall  find  the  same  indina* 
lion  on  their  part, to  whichhis (the  pensionary's) 
good  offices  will  extremely  contribute.  You 
are,  after  this  introduction,  to  desire  the  pen- 
•ionarv  to  inform  yon  what  plan  has  been 
agreed  upon  for  tlie  operations  of  the  cam- 
paign. 

As  soon  as  vou  arrive  at  the  frontier,  you 
are  to  meet  with  the  prince  Eugene,  and  such 
others  of  the  generals  as  shall  1^  in  the  secret, 
and  with  them  to  concert  the  proper  measures 
lor  ent*  rmg  on  action. 

You  are  to  take  the  first,  and  ev^y 'oppor- 
tunity, of  reviewing  all  such  regiments  at  are 
p^d|ieitb«rinthe  whole^oriD  pfu^by  ua^and 


to  certify  to  as  tbeirambcn  aad  eoodiliDa  •! 
the  several  regunents  of  horse,  foot,  and  dfsa« 
goons. 

You  are  likewise  from  time  to  time  to  cor- 
respond with  one  of  our  pciocipal  secretaries  of 
state,  and  to  transmit  constant  aocoaots  of  year 
proceedipg^  and  of  ail  oecameoces  which  iMf 
happen. 

Given  at  our  court  at  St.  James's  the  serenlh 
day  of  April,  1713»  m  tha  eleventk  year  af 
o^  reigo^  A.  &. 
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LvniB:Bfrom  the  Slates  Deputies  iotheDukt 
of  Ormonde^  June  4, 1719. 

My  Lord ;  The  States  General,  oar  mattos, 
have  erde^d  us  to  represent  to  yoa,  that  it  is 
with  the  greatest  surprise  in  tbct  worlds  thcf 
have  received  from  us  the  news  of  the  decla- 
ration you  have  made,  that  yoa  coald  oot  an- 
dertake  aoy  thing  before  yoa  had  received 
letters  from  Enghiod ;  iM^i  the  refusal  yoa  hast 
made  to  concur  to  a  siege*  or  to  a  battle.  They 
have  directed  as  to  acauaint  yoa,  that  it  ap- 
pears to  them  iacomprebeosible  and  uoaoswer- 
able ;  that  by  this  means  hold  is  oot  takea 
of  the  advantage  ooe  has  over  the 
both  with  respect  to  the  quality  and 
ber  of  the  troops,  and  with  regard  to  the 
situation  of  the  armies;  and  that  an  apparent 
opportunity  is  neglected  of  obtaining,  with 
the  blessing  of  Qod,  a  great  advantage  over 
the  common  enemy  ^  That  this  oocastoo,  beaag 
once  missed,  will  perhaps  never  offer  itseif 
anv  more;  whereby  the  commoo  cause  wiM 
su^er  a  lots  which  can  never  be  repaired. 

Their  high  and  mightinesses  cannot  in  tha  laaH 
comprehend,  that  the  order  sent  you  pan  ha  so 
general,  as  to  bind  you  on  so  fiur  an  oppoits- 
nity  as  this  is,  from  annoying  the  eaemy^  bat 
that  it  appears  to  them,  that  such  orders  tnait 
be  understood  in  a  good  sense,  to  temporise  a 
little,  in  case  the  common  cause  dties  not  there- 
by suffer  a  considerable  disadvantage ;  but  aot 
avail  to  sitidlein  asituati<^  wereioactioa takes 
awa,y  all  hopes  from  undertaking  any  tbiag 
hereafter,  ^nd  whervby  oonsequeoUy  the  da- 
magje  becomes  irretrievable  to  the  commaa 
cause,  since  tlie  army  remaining  some  diae 
without  doing  any  thing,  the  forage  is  consumed 
and  the  operations. afterwards  become  not  only 
very  difficult,  but  even  impipacticable  ;  beaides 
that  time  is  left  thereby  to  the  enemy  to 
trench  themselves,  and  to  fortify  their  r- 
try  as  much  as  they  please. 

It  is  for  all  these  reasons^  my  brd,  that  oar 
tnasters  have  eujoined  us  to  persuade  yoa  ixit 
to  do  so  great  a  wrong  and  prejudice  lo  tbe 
common  cause  of  all  the  hi^i  ali*e»,  aa  it  would 
be,  if  you  should  persist  not  to  concur  ao; 
way  to  the  operations  of  the  campaign,  as  tfae 
reason  of  war,  and  the  prestni  situatioa  ol  tbs 
armies,  seem  lo  require  it.  They  have  dtrected 
us  to  support  the  aforesaid  reaaoaa,  particoiari; 
with  thii>  that  the  moiy  which  yau  i 
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ioes  not  O0lf  consist  of  the  national  troops  of 
the  queen  of  Great  Britain,  but  likewise,  for 
the  most  part,  of 'the  troops  in  the  joint  paj 
•flier  majesty  and  the  States,  over  which  it  is 
true,  that  the  command,  as  first  and  chief  ^e- 
Bieral,  belonp  to  you ;  but  as  tbej  are  engaged 
by  both  powers  together,  to  make  war,  and  to 
act  against  the  enemy,  thty  cannot  be  wkb« 
drawn  from'  so  doing  by  yon  akme,  without 
eommnnicating  the  same  to  their  high  and 
■iiehtinesses,  and  without  their  approbation, 
onless  one  will  act  contrary  to  the  treaties,  and 
to  the  ends  for  which  they  are  engaged.  They 
baye  likewise  ordered  us  to  represent  to  yon^ 
my  lord,  that  not  only  the  treaty  of  the  grand 
alliance  among  the  high  allies,  but  also  parti- 
colar  treaties  made  between  tbec)ueen  of  Great 
Britain,  and  their  high  and  mightinesses,  oblige 
her  mafetty  to  carry  on  the  war  with  vigour ; 
Mt  that  the  declaration  you  have  made,  that 
joja  cannot  undertake  any  thing  till  further 
•nfer,  at  a  time  that,  with  your  comrounica- 
tion  and  approbation,  the  army  marched  in 
•igfcs  of  the  enemy,  and  wherem  all  circum- 
stances seemed  favourable  to  undertake  some- 
tfaiog,  with  probable  hopes  of  soccest ;  Such 
a  declaration  we  say,  cannot  be  reconciled 
with  the  said  treaties,  nor  with  the  repeated* 
aEsavraaces  the  oueen  of  Great  Britain  was 
pleated  to  give  their  high  and  mig^tincMes  as 
well: by  her  letters,  as  by  the  mouth  of  the 
ea#}  of  dtrafibrd,  her  ambassador  extniordinarv, 
whereby  she  declared,  that  her  troops  should 
act  with  as  much  vigour  as  should  be  requisite 
fcr  continuing  the  war. 

That,  yourself,  my  lord,  being  sent  to  that 
eod  hither,  gave  their  high  and  mightinesses 
the  same  assurance  of,  during,  your  Stay  at  the 


to  act  according  to  ctie  retoon  of  war  in  puiw 
suance  of  the  treaties  and  solemn  engage* 
ments. 

Thb,  my  lord,  our  masters  have  ordered  in 
to  represent  to  ypu  by  worc|  of  mouth,  and  ie 
writing,  that  all  tbe  world,  and  even  posterity,^ 
may  see,  that  their  Idgh  and  mightines4es,  far 
from  being  guilty  of  so  gwat'  a  detriment  to 
the  common  cause,  as  is  the  in^cticm  of  this 
day,  have  done  aU  that  lay  in  thenr  power  to 
'prevent  the  ill  consequences  thereof,  and  that 
It  must  belong  to  others  to  answer  for  the  un« 
happy  events  that  might  arise  therefrom.  Wa 
desire  ynn,  my  lord,  thtt  you  will  pleAse  to 
give  us  an  answer  in  writing  thereupon,  at  s«- 
tisiactory  and  speedy,  as  the  importance  of  the 
affair,  and  tbe  imerest  of  all  the  high  allies,  re- 
quire it.  Written  thus  at  the  camp  at  Avesne 
leSecq. 

.  The  4th  June,  iri9.  W.  Hooft,  W.  V.  Haer* 
tsohe,  P.  F.  Ve^iUsn,  Van  Ckierbergen. 


:  Aad  dMil  fiherdbre  they  order  us,  to  summon 
yoii  c«  the  zoai  faith  of  treaties  and  alfiancieS, 
aad  dpen  the  aforesaid  assurances,  to  push  on 
the  operatiens  of  wlir;  and  to  annoy  the  enemy 
as  mich  as  possible. 

But  ia  case  you  persist  unhappily  in  the  de- 
sijgn  not  to'  order  her  majesty's  troops  to 
act  ofiensively ;  our  masters  order  us  to  ask' 
yea,  my  lord,  if  vou  will  make  any  difficulty  to 
employ  the  said  troops  to  cover  a  siege  that 
alight  be  undertaken ;  Ph)vided  also,  you  pro- 
mite  positivflir  to  cause  them  to  act  against  the 
eaeaiy,  if  they  should  come  to  attempt  any 
thing. 

Id  case,  my  lord,  of  an  Unexpected  r^fuskl, 
they  have  charged  us,  to  protest  in  the  most 
effectual  manner,  and  in  the  strongest  terms 
(as  vre  do  solemnly  by  this),agafnst  the  irretriev)- 
eble  damage  tbe  State  and  their  high  allies 
sofier  thereby,  and  against  the  prejudice  com- 
moo  cause  undergoes  by  such  conduct. 

And,  that  they  may  know  how  to  proceed, 
we  mast  ask  you  positively,  ^y  Idrd,  wherein 
your  orders  strictly  consist  not  to  act,  how  far 
t!^y  reach,  and  ho^ '  much  one  may  depend 
upon  tlie  troops  of  Great  Brftain. 

Finally,  we  "require,  on  their  parts  j  that  no 
liadraace  b4  given  to  the  troops  in  joint  pay 


No.  «r. 


WhUeUU,  June  30,  1719.    Mr,  Secreimy  SL 
John  to  MMTor^ 

Sh";  I  received,  the  14th  of  this  month,  0. 8. 
by  la  Vigne,yoor  dispatches  of  the  SSnd  of  the 
same  month,  N.  S.  and  I  duly  waited  for  the 
duke  of  Ormond's  letters  to  send  you  my  an- 
swer. These  letters  are  arrived  this  morning, 
and  at  the  same  time  your  courier  put  into  my 
bands  that  which  you  did  me  the  honour  to 
write  to  me  the  97tb  of  this  month. 

The  particulars  which  the  duke  of  OrmoncI 
gives  or  what  has  passed,  are  iotirely  conform- 
able to  what  you  observed  to  me ;  and  I  have 
not  failed  reading  all  the  dispatches  to  the 
queen.  Her  majesty,  sir,  commands  me  to  tell 
you,  tb^t  it  is  with  the  most  sensible  displeasure, 
she  sees  that  the  enemies  to  peace  fina  still  the 
means  to  retard  its  conclusion,  in  exposing  the 
negotiation  (which  mnst  lead  us  to  it)  to  new 
difficulties  and  new  dangers.  But  as  her  ma- 
jesty has  taken  a  firm  and  immoveable  resolu- 
tion, not  to  ^ive  way,  in  any  manner,  to  the 
obstacles  which  shall  be  raised,  and  on  the 
contrary  to  continue  to  labour  jointly  with  the 
king  to  re^e&tabnsh  the  general  tranquillity,  she 
doubts  not  but  we  ihall  be  in  a  condition  to 
make  abortive  this  last  effort  of  those,  who 
would  boy  their  advai\la^ni  or  satisfy  their 
particular  resentment,  at  the  cost  of  prolonging 
the  miseries  of  the  war.  I  believe  when  you 
shall  have  read  over  my  letter,  you  will  be 
conthiced  of  this  truth. 

ihuve  this  momen,t  been  speaking  by  the 
queen's  order,  to  all  thejministers  who  are  now 
here,  whose  princes  troops  are  in  the  sole  pay^ 
of  her  majesty,  or  in  her  joint  pay  with  the. 
Stlstes.  I  have  declared  to  them,  in  the  name 
of  the  queen,  that  she  will  look  upon  the  con- 
duct of  their  master's  gaieral8,^at  this  inncture, 
as  A  declaration  of  those  princes  either  for  or 
against  her;  since  nothing  need  be  done  to 
secure  a  jpeace,  but  to  fi^tow'the  phin  which 
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tke  queen .  hfti  ntide,  or  to  follow  that  wbich 
Uie  emperor  Mid  the.  States  General  bave 
formed  to  break  the  negotiations.  That  h«r 
■lajeftty  could  not  persuade  herself;  that  if  thej 
would  once  more  reflect  on  it,  their  generals 
would  stick  A  moment  to  obej  the  orders  of 
ibe  duke  of  Ormond.  But  I  declared  to  them 
that  if  they  did,  her  majesty  would  (brnish  no 
more  paj  to  the  troops. 
^I4uiTe  giveii  them  to  understand  that  the 
courier,  which  I  dispatch  thb  night  to  the  army, 
will  carry  the  letters  wbich  they  shall  thifik 
proper  to  write  to  their  fcnaral  offioerSf  upon 
what  I  just  then  told  them,  and  that  it  was ' 
tiose  they  came  to  a  resolution,  since- by  the 
same  courier  the  duke  of  OroMnd  would  re* 
teive  the  queea*s  orders  not  only  to  make  the 
same  dedarations^  but  in  case  they  should  re- 
fuse to  obey  him,  to  put  these  dedsrations  kk 
•Eeontion. 

The  queen,  sir,  persuades  herself  that  this 
proceeding  will  hardly  fail  of  having  iu  effect. 
But  she  commanfls  me  at  the  same  time  to 
communicate  to  you  the  resolution  she  has  taken 
in  case  some  of  the  foreign  troops  persist  to  re- 
main with  iMince  Eugene's  army.  In  this  case 
thedok^  of  Ormond  will' retire  with  the  English 
forces,  and  all  those  that  wiU  march  off  with 
bjm,  which  will  not  be,  I  suppose,  the  least 
part :  and  will  declare  that  the  queen  will  not 
met  any  more  against  France,  nor  pay  those 
that  shall.  And  her  majesty,  who  till  now  has 
kept  measures  with  he^  alli«^s,  driven  bv  them 
to.such  extremity  as  this,  will  think  herself  jus- 
tified before  God  and  men,  in  continuifig  (he 
negotiation  either  at  Utrecht  or  elsewhere, 
wiuiout  troubling  herself  if  they  concur  with  it 
•r  not.  Thu^y  sir,  you  may  assure  jfour^elf^  and 
I  have  order  to  promise  you  in  the  name  of  her 
msjesty,  that  if  the  most  christian  king  puts  the 
town,  citodel,  and  foru  of  Dunkirk  into  the 
queen's  handl,  notwithstanding  all  the  foreign 
troops,  or  part  of  tliem,  revise  to  obey  the 
duke  of  OrmoBd's  orders,  and  to  retire  with 
hiro^  her  majesty  will  stick  no  longer  to  conclude 
her  own  particular  peace,  but  leave  to  the 
other  powers  a  set  time  to  submit  to  ihe  con- 
ditions of  the  plan  which  shall  he  agreed  on 
by  the  queen  and  his  most  christian  majesty.. 
'  See  here,  ^r,  the  peace  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
king :  if  the  duke  of  Ormond*s  wliote  army 
consents  to  the  suspegsion  of  arms,  our  first  pro- 
ject, on  which  we  are  agreed,  has  its  effect ;  if 
they  do  not  consent,  the  English  troops  will 
draw  themselves  off  from  those  of  the  allies^ 
anJl  the  foreign  troops  may  address  themselves 
to  the  States  General  for  their  subsntence, 
who,  very  far  from  lieing  able  to  supply  new 
charges,  are  not  capable  to  bear  those  they 
have  already  upon  their  hands.  In  a  word, 
Great  Britain  retires  from  the  stage  of  the  war, 
leaving  there  none  but  powers  in  a  weak  con- 
dition to  make  head  agajnst  France,  and  the 
peace  between  these  two  kingdoms  may  be 
•oncluded  in  very  lew  weeks.  These  are,  sir, 
the  proposair  which  the  queen  has  commanded 
me  to  Boakeyoa :  aod  she  believes  that  hismost 


christian  majesty  wiB  havt  his  end,  ■•  -muck 
in  the  last  as  in  the  first  plan.  If  the  king  ac- 
cepts these  propositions,  the  queen  tbii&sit 
convenient  for  the  interest  of  both  nationsy  ta* 
labour  iUceseently  for^  general  suspension  as 
well  by  sea  ait  land,  between  Great  Braain  umK 
France,  to  follow  that  which  shall  be  establish* 
ed  in  the  Low  Countries. 

I  shaU  wait  with  impatience  the  mtnraef 
this  courier ;  for,  sir,  I  must  aipee  wilb  yon  that 
the  moments  are  precious  m  a  conjoneture 
like  this.  You  will  dispatch  at  the  same  time, 
if  you  please,  an  etpress  to  the  duke'of  OHnoad 
that  he  mav  know  what  to  depend  nn,  nnd  how 
to  be^ve  himself.  ^  If  tou.  signify,  to  him  that 
the  king  has  given  orciers  to  the  officer  that 
commands  in  Dunkiik  to  suffer  the  troopa  of 
the  queen  of  Great  Britain  to  enter  the  pmoe^ 
the  duke  of  Ormond  will  immediately  4o  what 
I  have  been  tolling  you.  And  in  t^s.  case  her 
majesty  will  send  from  hence  Sonne  regiments 
to  take  possession  of  that  place,  by  which 
means  we  shall  avoid  many  obstnHes  that 
might  be  formed,  if  thb  should  be  done  by  % 
detachment  from  the  duke  of  Ormond'amrmy,  as 
we  had  designed  it  should. 

Since  I  bive  wrote  this  letter,  her  maiestir 
has  taken  a  resolution  to  send  the  earl  ofSton^ 
ford  directly  to  the  army,  and  he  -will  net  ovt 
to-morrow  in  the  evening,  or  Sonday-moming 
at  fisrthest.    1  am,  6cc,  H.  St.  Jomii. 
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M.  de  Tord^  to  Mr,  Si,  John, 

Marljf,  J^h,  iriS, 

r  receive  by  la  Vigne  the  let;^er  'yonhobnnr* 
ed  me  with  of  the  dO  Jnne,  O.  S.  and  nSi^ 
impaliently  eipect  his  return,  knosring . 
precious  every  hour  is  in  the  psesent  OM^" 
ture,  the  king  comroalids  qm  not  to  lose  i 
ment  in  sending  him  back  to  ytm,  *  Yom'^ 
not  be  lorry  to  See  him  returned,  since  hc^cnr- 
ries  fbr  you  his  mftjesty*s  general  apfkrobminn 
of  the  queen's  demands  you  explalh^  to  me  by 
your  last  letter. 

You  take  notice,  sir,  of  the  orders  her  bmh 
je^ty  has  given  to  the  duke  of  Ormond,  Aie  de- 
clarations he  is  to  make,  and. the  part  he  ahdl 
take  to  retire  witbthe  EngHsh  trnps,  and  wA 
those  that  will  march  with  him,  T  so  be  the 
kfng  puts  into  her  majestv's  hands  the  «i^ 
crtadel,  and  forts  of  DnnkM,  when  even  %\k 
the  fereii^n  troo|>s  acttially  in  her  pav,  (either 
separately,  or  jointly  with  those  of  toe  Smtcsi 
General,)  or'  a  part  of  these  troops,  sepnraie 
from  the  English  to  continue  under  the  ema^ 
maud  of  prince  Eugene.  My  last  leftfeeri  si^ 
contained  the  just  reasons  the  king  had  in  es«. 
pect  that  all  foreign  troops  in  Englisb  pay 
should  foltow  the  orders  and  motions  of  tkiu' 
duke  of  Ormond,  as  a  nef^ssaiy  condition  fee 
the  perfbrmance  of  the  '^mise  hin  majasiy> 
made  the  qtieen  of  committing  Dunkirk  to  hct 
custody ;'  but  as  it  appears  by  yonr  letter  that 
her  BritaimiG  mnjes^in  caft<»f^«t«teuloa 
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ht  gtrt  hf'het  Mh,  wift  no  ioo^  obMr?« 
nessaret  with  thcoiy  that  sIm  tbuikt  herself 
Qsdfied  before  God  and  Man«  not  to  scruple 
m  J  longer  the  oondnsion  of  a  particolar  poace^ 
eaving  to  the  other  powors  interested  m  the 
vtar,  a  term  to  sobmii  to  the  conditions  ff  the 
lAmn  she  shall  agree  upon  with  the  king,  that 
his  peace  may  receire  its  condotion  in  a  very 
*ew  weeks,  ainl  that  Great  Britain,  eojojing  a 
;kmo«s  peaqe,  will  leaYe  the  whole  weight  of 
he  war  to  such  powers  whom  animosity  shall 
sugage  to  act  agjiinst  France,  but  who  at  the 
lame  time  will  be  in  too  poor  a  condition  .to 
nake  head  against  her.  All  these  reasons,  so 
ii)ly  explaioMi  in  your  letter,  being  agreeuble 

0  the  sendoienu  of  his  majesty,  liare  deter- 
Dined  him  to  gite  his  orders  for  permitting  the 
queen's  troops  to  enter  into  Dunkirk.  The 
nesseoger  charged  with  these  orders.is  going  to 
airry  them  to  Marshal  Villars,  as  at  tl^  sasie 
kae  I  return  la  Vigne  to  you ;  and  you  may 
M  ccruin  the  duke  of  Ormond  will  receive  mi" 
rice  o^them  to-morrow  the  6tb  of  this  instant. 
[  hope  the  earl  of  Strafibrd  will  be  with  him  at 
hat  tiae^  and  that  the  conclusion  of  a  sood 
leace,  at  least  between  France  and  (J^rat 
SritaoD,  will  immediatoly  follow  his  arriyal  at 
Utrecht.  I  beg  leaTe,  sir,  to  make  mjjr  com- 
4fB^*«u»  to  you  on  this  occasion,  and  doit  with 
he  greater  assarance  in  finding  by  your  letter 
hat  all  diffioohies  are  surmounted. 

The  king,  sir,  very  well  approrei  of  your 
^ropoaitiott  in  agreemg  tmoiediately  upon  a 
general  cessation  of  all  boatilities  between  the 
two  aationt,  as  well  by  sea  at  land.  Those 
people  who  haTO  Buflfiered  so  many  years  the 
^rthen  and  mitfortuoes  of  the  war,  cannot  too 
loon  taMe  the  swfMtnesa  of  the  peMe.  Tis 
sy  opBioQ  thb  agreeai^nt  ought  to  be  signed 
It  Utteokl^  and  I  soppose  you  will  send  her  ma- 
esty's  orders  to  her  plenipotentiaries,  unless 
fou  chink  some  other  method  may  sooner  ter- 
Dinate  this  ftftur. 

Tin  with  iF^ater  satisfoction  than  ever,  that 

1  assor<e  |Du  no  one  can  he  with  greater  truths 
haa  I  am,  &c»  Dt  Tomer* 
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'  Armthetween 


VhiTMMATr/orai 

6ttmt  Britmn  and  J 

Anae  by  the  Grace  of  God,  Queen  of  Great 
3ritain,  France,  and  Ireland,  defonder  of  the 
aith,  &c.  To  all  who  shall  see  these  presents,^ 
jreetiiig.  Whereas  our  rig)it  trusty,  and  well- 
leloved  cousin,  Henry  Viscount  Bolingbroke, 
Lord  St.  John,  Baron  of  Lidiard.Tre]^ose,  of 
»r  prrvy  council,  and  one  of  our  principal  se- 
:retaries  of  Stato^  by  Tirtue  of  the  full  power 
vbich-we  have  granted  him ;  and  John  Baptist 
Colbert,  inigfat,  marquis  of  Torcy  Croissy, 
»able,  Bois*IkiuphiQ  and  other  places,  coun» 
ellor  of  our  most  dear  brother  the  mo«t  cbris» 
ian  king,  minister  and  .secretary  of  8tato,com- 
ttaDder*  chancellor,  and  keeper  of  the  seals  of 
JfeB  kniglitB  of  his  tnteri  pottma»t«r  general  of 

Vou  VIL 


Firancuy  by  virtoe  also  of  the  full  power  girea 
him,  have  sigoed  a  treaty  of  suspension  of  anDs» 
the  8th  of  this  instant  August,  O.  S.  mn,  in 
the  follof^iog  words. 

As  there  is  reason  to  expect  a  happy  suc« 
cess  of  the  coaforences  held  at  Utrecht,  bj 
the  care  of  their  Britannic  and  roost  christian 
majesties,  for  the  re-establishing  a  genend 
peace;  and  as  they  thought  it  necessary  to 
prevent  all  the  events  of  war  which  may  disturb 
the  present  stoto  of  the  negotiations;  their 
said  majesties,  earnestly  desiring  the  happinesa 
of  Christendom,  have  agreed  upon  a  suspension 
of  arms,  as  the  roost  certain  means  to  obtain 
that  genersi  good  which  they  piopoee  to  theoi- 
selvea;  and,  although  her  Bntannic  mi^jesty  has 
not  hitherto  been  able  to  persuade  her  allies  to. 
eator  into  the  same  sentiments,  the  refosal  tbej 
nsake  to  follow  them,  not  being  a  sufficieot  rea- 
son ibr  hindering  his  most  christian  mi^eaty  to 
shew;  by  effiectttd  ptooA,  the  desire  he  has  U» 
re-establish,  at  soon  as  possible,  a  perfod 
friendship  and  sincere  corraipondence  betweea 
the  queen  of  Great  Britain  and  hinssdf,  and  ihm 
kingdoass,  dominioas,  and  suljeois,  of  their  ma* 
jesues,  his  said  most  chfistian  majesty,  afUv 
baving  trusted  the  English  troops  with  th« 
keeping  of  the  town,  citaidel,  and  forts  of  Dun* 
kirk,  as  a  pisdge  of  his  sinoeri^,  consents  and 
promises,  as  the  queen  of  Great  Britain  pra* 
mises  also  on  her  part, 

1.  That  there  shaH  be  a  gesend  cessation  of 
all  undertakings  and  military  actions^  and  ge- 
nerally of  all  hostilities  between  the  armief, 
troop^  ileet8»  squadrons,  and  shipe  of  thdr 
Britannic  and  most  christian  majesties,  durtag 
the  time  of  four  months,  to  commMiQe  froiyi 
the  S3d  of  this  instoot  August,  to  the  SSd  of 
December  next. 

f  •  The  same  suspension  shall  be  established 
between  the  garrisons  and  troops,  whiqh^  their 
majesties  have  for  the  defence  and  keeping  of 
their  towns  in  all  the  places  where  their  arms 
are  acting  or  may  act,  whether  it  be  by  land  or 
by  sea,  or  other  waters,  in  such  a  manner  as  if 
it  should  happen,  that  during  the  time  of  the 
suspension,  the  same  should  be  violated  by  any 
of  the  parties,  by  the  taking  of  one  or  sereral 
places  either  by  attack,  surprise,  or  private  in* 
lelligenoe,  in  aoy  part  of  the  world  whatsoever, 
that  prisoners  should  bo  made,  or  any  other 
acts  of  hostility  committed^  by  some  unezpect* 
ed  accident,  such  as  those  whieh  cannot  be 
prevented,  contrary  to  the  present  cessation  of 
arms:  This  contravention  shall  be  faithfuUy 
made  upon  either  side  without  delay  or  dfed* 
culty,  restoring  without  the  least  dissimulation 
what  shall,  have  been  taken,  and,  setting  at  U,-* 
berty  the  prisoners  without  asking  any  thing 
for  their  ransom  or  for  their  ezpence. 

3.  To  prevent  likewise  all  causes  of  com* 
pljsiats  and  disputes  w^ii^h  might  arise  upon 
account  of  the  ships,  goods,  or  other  eifects, 
which  shall  be  taken  at  sea,  daring  the  lime 
of  the  suspension,  it  is  respectively  agroed, 
that  the  said  ships,  goods,  and  elfects>  which 
shall  be  taken  in  the  cha<inel»Haod  inftb^ 
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iM>rtheni  mm;  Mter  tfie  f|^ttOt  of  iw4?«  4ty«p 
to  reckoa  from  tho  wuis  of  tbe  6ud  tdtten* 
fioii,  fball  reciprooftllj  m  re»tor«d  on  boHi 
flidefl.  That  the  time  thdl  he  of  tix  weeks  lor 
the  prises  takeo  from  the  ohoanel,  the  British 
and  Nortbero  seM  tb  the  Cape  St.  Viooeat. 
And  likewise  of  sii  weeks  from  aod  bejond  thai 
Cspe  to  the  the,  either  in  the  oocan  or  is  the 
alediterraoean. 

Finallj  of  six  months  heyood  the  Liae^  and 
in  all  the  o^ier  parts  of  the  world^  whhoat  any 
ascepcion  or  other  More  pvtiealar  dMtMKtioa 
of  time  or  place. 

4.  As  the  same  soipeniioo  shall  be  obscrred 
Wtwelm  the  kiagdoms  of  Great  Brttaia  aodN 
Spain,  her  Britanaic  majesty  proMiies,  that 
none  of  her  men  of  war,  or  oierchaats  ships, 
sloops,  or  other  veMelt,  belonging  to  her 
Britannic  majesty,  or  to  her  Hibiects,  shall  be 
hereafter  emplojrM  to  transport  of  oottToy  into 
Portogaly  Catatonia,  or  any  of  the  placM  where 
they  make  war  at  preseM,  any  troops,  hoMts, 
arms,  doaths,  and  in  geoesal  any  profisiom 
and  ammuoitioo. 

5.  However  her  Britanaae  mi^fetty  shali  be 
at  liberty  tp  canse  troops,  amiminitions,  provi- 
sions, ami  other  necessaries,  to  be  transported 
-to  tbe  plaoM  of  Gibraltar  and  Pbrt  Mahon  of 
which  she  is  actually  in  poweision,  and  which 
she  b  to  keep  by  tM  treaty  of  peace  to  be 
made;  as  also  to  withdraw  from  Spain  the 
Engliifa  troopi^  and  generally  all  tbe  efl^ts 
belonging  to  ^r  in  ibat  kingdom,  either  to 
transport  them  to  tht  island  of  Minorca,  or  to 
bring  th^m  into  Great  Britain,  withoat  the 
said  transports  being  tbooghc  contrary  to  tho 
•uspeasioo.   ' 

6.  The  aacea  of  Great  Britain  may  atoo, 
without  violating  the  suspension,  lead  ha  ships 
to  transport  into  Portbpd  the  troops  of  Ifaat 
oatioa,  which  are  at  present  in  Catalonia,  aad 
to  transport  to  Italy  the  German  troops^  whidi 
are  likewise  in  the  same  province. 

f .  Immediately  after  that  this  preseat  tMatj 
of  sospenston  shall  have  been  declared  in  Spaing 
the  king  engages  himself  to/ have  the  blockade 
of  Gibraltar  raised,  and  that  the  English  gar* 
rison,  m  well  m  the  merchants  who  shall  be  in 
that  place^  may  freely  live,  act,  aAd  trade, 
with  the  Spaniards. 

The  radJIcatiooB  of  the  present  treaty  4isdl 
be  exchanged  on  both  siites  within  the  tuse  of 
a  fortnight,  or  sooner,  if  possible. 

In  testimony  whertof,  and  b?  virtue  of  the 
orders  and  powers  which  wa  underwritten  have 
received  from  the  queen  of  Great  Britaia  and 
his  ipost  christian  majesty,  our  mistress  aad 
awstar,  h^ve  skned  tlicM  presents,  aad  have 
caused  the  seals  of  our  arsM  to  be  affixed 
thereto.  Given  at  Paris,  August  19, 1713. 
(LS.)  BouaoBitoKx. 
(L  8.)  C«LBsaT  Da  Toacir. 

We  ha»t  wan  and  contidevad  the  rrea^y^ 
above  written,  hava  approved,  ratified,  and  eo^ 
iiraed  the  same,  in  all  and  every  one  of  its 
articUs;  aaw^di^  by  these  prestati  approve, 


iMil^  and  rerfwi  1^  prewftw  Mi  tagiip 
ov  royal  ward,  Chat  wa  wAMnhMtj  aad  i 
violably  perform  aad  observe  aU  tho^  ( 
tained  thereta,  and  that  we  wyi  never  T 
or  indirectly  vialaie  thasmaa  ;  far  the  ^ 
testiesony  aari  validity  whereof  wa  have  i 
oar  great  seal  of  Gieat  Britain  to  be  i 
tothesepreseats;- which  we  have  sigaedviiih 
our  royal  hand.  Givea  ia  aor  oastle  M  WmA 
sor,  the  18th  day  of  As^*^  ^^^^  ^  *^ 
eleveath  ytM  of  aarfaiKa. 

Awaa 


No.  SO. 


Lorig  Pfcatpefeaiiones  <p  l^Botm^nitk 
Sefttmker  %  Vtlt, 

ill  our  last  of  the  30th  pMt,  we  gare  ya0 
lordship  an  aooouat  of  the  diqKWtiOB  tbingi 
were  in  here  to  renew  tba  general  eoafefeacMt, 
aad  that  the  next  day  we  wens  to  know  of  iba 
Feencb  when  we  were  to  begia-;  we  have  uaoa 
spokewith  them  twice,  the  last  tia»e  tias  man* 
ing,  but  withoat  cosiiag  to  ai»y  cosich^ioo, 
Ihcy  thinking  it  necessary  to  latam  aaeh  an 
answer  to  our  proposal,  m  appears  to  «a  to  ^ 
contrary  to  theiionoar  of  her  Bsajest] ' 
The  case  is  this; 

*  In  her  majesty's  spesch  it  it 
That  the  Dutch  are  to  hava  the  entire'  barrier 
as  demanded  in  ITOf^  eaeept  two  or  tiaaa 
places  at  most. 

The  French  Ministen  insist,  that  tfaey  mm 
have  lisle,  m  aa  eqaivalaat  for  Donkiit,  and 
that  the  same  is  aottb  be  understood  as  oae  ol 
the  three plaoffittantionad la  tbesneedi,  aad 
cooseqoantly  that  they  must  in  all  liaaa  ibuv 
of  the  plaosi  mentioaed  in  the  rtrMaails  ol 

Thsstaasappean  to  be  ifttogethM'  mom^ 
sistent  wkh  what  her  miQestjrhae  deelarei^  aad 
wa  aeeordiBgly  difaik  it  contirary  tso  ooriiiAjr  ia 
bring  on  a  conference  in  which  Mih  an  eaqfi^ 
cation  ie  to  he  made.  ^s'  • 

The  French  miaiitew  on  tbe  o^ar  Imad 
have  shewed  us  their  orders,  whidi  ;|>aeitivciy 
require  them  to  insist  upon  tb^  restitutioo  ot 
Tonraay  m  well  n  Liale^  and  that  the]^fc;y  ae 
means  consent  to  the  itossiou  of  MaabMBka  m 
ConAS. 

We  have  in  vain  |)reS8ed  them  H^  sfwak  st 
first  in  terins,  as  general  as  our  pro]168a)  is  oon* 
oelvedia;  they  think  it  necessary  to  bapai^ 
tioalstr  and  expvasl  ia  thdt  point  abavw  all 
others  beeanse  they  shall  otherwise  Havetisd 
theoBselves  up,  and  given  the  Datdii  an  ad« 
vahtaget  the  reeak  of  a  very  long  debate  <waB» 
that  wifr  tesolf  ed  not  to  pasoeed  to  a  coaftitaca 
till  this  ]M^  bedetenmneil  t  and  as  die  fVeoeh 
mhrfeters  profels  their  ordeMMvao  'plaia«  thM 
they  neither  head  norcanadoi&aay  aiplicanjaa, 
w«alsothM  the  Aattetf  arifMaaa^side^ 
nor  cMkXxmctita  fnrn  whtaftia  ^tha  m|  gjssm 
shht^cowe.  ^      ..   .  • 

We^MoabW  hope  oar  seal  for  heraMlastyV 
hoBoarwM  be graciGiifly  appios^> aal  thM 
washhU'be'diiaoted^lilMt^ftMhif  iva  MtM 
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if  A  ^tciwia.  caotgy^nm ;  for  w«  fiad  tbote 
paonf^  thft  Dutch  who  iq»pei«  to-be  more  coi^ 
i»ttv  dispoMd  to  such  a  poace,  as  may  to- 
IttMliib  »g9oi  htnaday  btiwesn  ber  maJMij 
Hd  tbeStelBi^  which  thej  take  to  he  aUolatelj 
teqeeianribrov  nnitQalpreter?aUon;  we  find 
hem  Ai&y  reaolf  ed  ekfaer  to  reiaia  Touraay 
^  have  Coad^  .yielded  lo  tbeai>  (though  we 
haokg  if  aecetutj  revoke,  they  may  be  per- 
■aded  tolet  fall  tbe  latter,)  or  to  take  oae  of 
bees  two  ceuises;  liaoiely,  either  lo  come 
■to  any  terms  that  Fraooe  pleases,  or  continoe 
ha  war  at  all  hasardt;  the  former  may  in  our 
ffktaoa,  be  more  probable  than  the  latter,  the 
peiata  of  comaieroe  being  so  very  easy  to  be 
locommodated,  «ad  other  eifatvalents  not  so 
Mry  difficult.  Aad  if  they  should  by  such  a 
Bodve  of  despair  g«t  the  start  of  us,  it  may 
bappenle  lesien  the  coasideration  France  now 
ihewe  for  her  msjesly's  firiendthip. 

We  had  wrote  thus  ht  when  the  French 
■teniposeatlaries  deskred  to  come  to  us,  and 
beinji  come,  acquainted  us,  that  they  had  just 
iscciv«d  ordeia  by  a  courier  about  the  affrout 
pooe  to  M*  Bfesnager  by  count  Rechteren, 
rhiok  directed  them  to  desire  us  to  let  the 
kflttee  General  know,  that  his  most  diristJan 
■lately  aspects  the  States  shall  in  a  public 
Banner  disavow  the  said  Count ;  aad  then  rer 
mam  him  from  the  congress  .*  they  added,  that 
diis  aatisiactioB  is  lo  precede  any  fittther  ne- 


No.  31. 
tfrd  BoUng^roke  U  the  Lordt  Pkmip0t€ntiorie$, 
SepOmher  to,  1719. 
Since  I  w«ete  what  Is  abore,  I  hat6  been 
Aiged  lo  4tkf  dispatching  my  letter^  which 
Ims  yen  ma  an  eppoctunity  of  seeing  lAy  lord 
Lesiaslooy  who  is  roeohred  to  be  settiag  out  for 
Spam  by  tka  ead  of  this  week ;  so  that  I  hope 
his  lordship  will  get  to  Madrid  in  good  time  0 
bp  ibesaat  the  ^assembling  of  the  Cortes. 
Year  lordships  will,  I  presume)  think  fit  to  cor- 
r^spood-  with'him  upon  alt  maturs  relating  to 
your  joint  aegoiialion ;  and  I  believe  the  best 
imf  wHt  be  ca  have  your  correipendence  pass 
through  the  hands  of  Mr.  Prioi*.  I  have  giVen 
Ims  lf»nlship  a  copy  of  the  cypher  which  was 
made  for  tbt  use  of  the  foireign  ministers  in  any 
neenoeeto  write  to  another.  Mr/Frbrhat 
likewiee  a  copy  of  the  samog  so  that  your  lord- 
ships i}say  .1;^  that  meaas  mdre  conveniemly 
Carry  on  -  the  coirespondence^  I  am  now  to 
ipeak  to  your  lordships  oonoenung  tht  dilute' 
aeatioaea  to  be  arisen  in  voiirs  of  th^  id  of 
September,  between  your  lordships  and  the 
gliaisters  of  France ;  it  is  certain,  that  at  the 
time  when  th^  queen  communicated  from  the 
IhMMie  a  gsneral  sketch  of  the  nroject  of  peace, 
the  Frendi  wovid  fafive  been  i^ad^  having  Lisle 
Si  an  equivalent  for  Dunkirk,  to  have  saved 
Cond6,iu»d  Mmubeuge,  and  to  have  departed 
BrawiToamay;  this  your  lordships  have  reason 
iDbtMMibkofalwdlailj  aodyoa  cnnaat 


bdc  oft>s0rve,  that  in  the  plan  VrM^tliiflier  by 
the  abbot  Gaukier,  the  kin^  of  France  begs 
ibrTourimy,  rather  than  insists  upon  it;  but 
amongfll  many  other  ill  consequences^  which 
the  aoaocountable  obstinacy  of  the  Dutch  has 
produced^  and  win  I  fear  continoe  to  produce^ 
ttm  w  one,  that  the  French  are  encouraged  to 
refuse  what  they  only  endeavoured  to  save. 
The  plan  abovementioned  was  understood  to 
be  nothing  more  than  the  ultimatum  of  the 
offers  of  France,  and  almost  everv  article  in  it 
might  have  been  improved  and  built  upon,  jf 
the  allies  had  then  unanhnously  resumed  the 
confe^nces;  bnt  France  has  apw  gathered 
strength  by  our  divisions,  and  is  grown  sanguine 
enough  to  re-establish  the  same  plan  as  the  ul- 
timatum of  her  concessions.  I  say  thos  much 
to. your  lordships,  upon  a  subject  which  is  trite 
eooagh,  only  to  introduce  this  proposition^  that 
the  Dutch  have  nobody  to  blame  but  themselves, 
as  I  believe  your  lordships  once  very  lustlv 
told  them,  if  their  terms  of  peace  should  fait 
short  even  of  those  cpntaioed  in  her  majesty's 
speech.  Her  maiesty,  my  lords,  is  sensible  of 
tlie  ooocera  which  ynu  express  for  her  honour, 
and  will  nut,  you  may  be  sure,  suffer  herself  to 
be  a  party  to  any  thing  which  may  appear  con* 
tradictory  to  what  sbs  has  once  advanced; 
but  there  is  more  in  the  present  case,  and  al- 
though perhaps  the  yielding  of  Tournay  might 
be  reconciled  to  the  terms  ef 'her  speech,  yet 
should  the  queen  consent  this  exposition  of  it^ 
such  consent  would  be  almost  a  formal  ac« 
quiescence  to  the  restoration  of  this  place  to 
France,  and.thb,  my  lords,  is  what  ber  majestt 
will  avoid ;  she  vriu  by  no  means  side  with 
France,  to  tie  down  her  allies  in  any  instance, 
and  it  is  with  the  utmost  regret  that  she  sect 
th«n  ipersevere  in  a  conduct,  which  must  ne* 
oessanly  give  the  enemv  an  advantaee  over 
them :  on  the  other  handy  the  queen  thinks  that 
whilst  they  continoe  to  refuse  to  come  into 
ber  measures,  she  is  under  n6  obligation  of 
entering  very  far  into  contention  for  them.  I 
hopoithe  soluiion  of  this  difficulty  will  coma 
from  France;  and  that  when  they  have  so 
many  other  quarrels  to  decide,  that  court  will 
go  back  from  a  measure,  which  must  involve 
them  in  a  dispute  with  the  queen.  I  had  al* 
most  forgot  to  sa^,  that  t  have  reason  to  thirik 
that  if  the  Dutch  ^ere  come  to  some  consist- 
ency amongst  themselves,  and  it  was  certain 
what  would  bring  them  into  the  peace,  thg 
Frandi  woidd  be  less  stiff  on  their  score. 


No.  3^. 


lord  BoUnghroke  to  Mr.  Prior,  Stj^tmhtf^  10» 
4T1«.  0.8, 

I  vras  equally  surprised  and  vexed  to  find, 
thflit  by  the  uncouth  wav  of  explaining  the 
queen's  sense,  you  had  been  led  to  imagine, 
tnat  it  was  intended  my  lord  Lexington  should 
make  any  difficulty  of  seeing  and  compliment* 
ing  the  king  of  Spain  as  such. 

Wn  spent  a^>ve  three  hours  iiCp«nniflig  mi* 
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notes  jeiterdty  spo«  diitlieady  whicly  was  loa| 
ngb  tcljuited.  I  suppose  the  instructioot  will 
be  at  last  clear ;  but  mj  lord  Lexiogton  baTing 
beeu  present  at  the  debate,  his  nnderstandiog 
of  the  mttur  will  make  amends  for  aoj  dark 
mmbiguoQs  article  which  msLj  be  io  tbemi.  . 

DarCinoutli  isto  comiDunicate  the  queen's 
orders  liereili  to  you,  that  so  you  maj  be  able 
to  satisfy  the  Trendy  ujinisters,  and  they  to  pre- 
pare the  Spanish  mioisters;  however,  I  will 
Tenture  to  tell  you  iu  a  few  words  what  I  un- 
dersiand  is  to  hie  tne  measure  of  lord  Lexing- 
ton's conduct.  As  SQon  as  he  arrives  at 
l!ifladrid,  he  will  notify  bis  arrival  to  the  Secre- 
tary ofStaCe,  be  will,  when  he  sees  this  mi- 
nisier,  let  him'  know,  that  the^queen  has  sent 
biin  f  hither  to  compliment  the  kmg  in  her  name^ 
to  be  a  wicue^s  of  the  several  renunciations, 
and  otlier  aces  requisite  to  complete  the  execu- 
tion of  the  article,  agreed  upon  as  necessary  to 
prevtnt  the  union  uf  the  two  monarchies ;  that 
after  tiiis,  he  is  to  proctred  to  settle  such  mat- 
ters of  commerce,  and  other  affairs,  as  are  for 
the  mutual  interest  of  both  nations,  and  to 
take  the  character  of  ambassador  upon  him; 
iny  lord  mill  at  the  same  time  produce  his 
credentials,  and  give  the  secretary  a  copy  of 
them  if  he  desires  iL  In  this  conference  he 
will  further  take  notice  of  the  several  cessions 
made  by  the  king  of  France,  in  behalf  of  his 
grandson,  to  the '  queen ;  and  will  speak  of 
them  as  points  which  he  looks  upon  to  be 
Concluded.  He  will  likewise  give  a  memorial 
of  tbem  in  writing^  Mgned  by  himself,  to  the 
secretary  and  expect  from  him,  an  assent  in  the 
king's  name,  in  writing  also,  and  signed  by  the 
Secretary. 

Ihis  seems 'natural,  civil,  and  unexception- 
able ;  but  any  other  scheme  is  absord  and  in* 
consistent  witb  all  the  rest  of  our  proceedings. 

For  God  sake,.  Dear  Matt,  hide  the  nak^- 
ness  of  thy  country,  and  give  the  best  turn  thy 
fertile  brain  will'  furnish  thee  with,  to  the 
bfunders^  of  thy  countrymen,  who  are  not 
much  better  poHticians  tlian  the  French  are. 
poet«. 

1  have  writ  in  ^reat  haste  a  prodigious  long 
letter  (6  M.  de  Torcy,  which,  I  beheve,  he 
will  shew  tou  ;  but,  far  fear  be  should  not,  J 
inclose  in  this  an  extract  of  pan  of  it,  which 
relat€<s  to  a  matter  that  h^s  given  lord  trea- 
surtT  and  your  humble  servant  no  small  trouble 
in  cabinet  Tlie  copy  df  the  plenipotentiaries 
i|-^p»tch  of  the  3d  of' September,  which  I  like- 
wibe  send  you,  will  shew  you  how  a  dispute, 
now  on  foot  at  Utrecht,  begun  ;  you  will  oh- 
serve  that  tbeir  lord^llip»  are  very  wann  in  ii, 
and  I  <:a(t  as  ure  yi>u  we  have  thos^  who  are 
not  a  jot  C  oler. 

.  The  Mil u. ion  of  this  difficulty  must  come 
from  yoU  ;  it  is  matttr  ofmafiajseinent  andap- 
pearw  nee  more  ihanof  su^islance;  and  the  court 
ot  France  naust  \te  le«s  pohtic  than  I  think 
thit'j^  At  any  titne,  and  more  unreasonable 
than  1  think  them  at  this  time,  nor  to  come 
into  u  teruperameni  upon  a  matter  unnecessarily 
started.    You  must  begin  by  making  M,  de 


Toioj  not  only  40  si^dented^  bai.Mm  W  «■- 
derstands,  the  propositioa  wluoh  I  wn  awo  he 
renembejfs^I  more  thaa  once  xopeaMsd  to  hitt 
when  I  was  in  France,  upon,  variooa  cwTiakw, 
and  which  XJiavc  •gain  stated  a»  dwuiy  oi  I 
ant  able.  Ibe  qoecn  can  nerer  4o  muj  daog, 
which  shall  look  like  a  direct  restramt  oa  hcf 
allies  from  demanding  what  they  Judge  0000- 
saiy ;  but  as  long  as  they  act  tlie  pact,  vebick 
they  now  do,  she  can  very  justly  be  jMsasvo  and 
neuter  as  to  their  interests ;  and  if  lier  peace 
be  made  before  theirs,  which  she  wiU  a»t  dcky 
for  them,  sbe  can  wkh  the  same  juataoeleafe 
them  to  make  their  own  bargain.  Hiia  ia  ad- 
vantage enough  for  France,  and  such  mn  oae 
fairly  Speaking,  as  a  year  ago  they  would  baie 
given  more  than  Toornay  to  have  been  oore  o£; 
they  must  not  therefore  press  us  to  go  ferth« 
than  this,  nor  do  any  .  thing  which  to%j  aeem 
contradictory  to  what  the  queen  ^eliveied 
from  the  throne.  That  speet;^  thej  ls4«e  al- 
ways owned  as  thfe  |^an  they  submitted  to,  tmd 
it  varies  but  Uttle  from  that  bronsht  bitber  bf 
Gaultier. 

In  a  word,  the  use  which  the  Preaob  vrill 
make  of  the  unaccountable  obstioacj  of  dw 
Dutch  and  ot^er  allies,  may  in  several  reapeds, 
hnd  particularly  for  ought  I  know  in  cbit  i»> 
stance  of  Tournay,  give  them  an  opportmity 
of  saving  and  giuniag  more  than  tUBj  ooeld 
have  hoped  for;  and  the  queen  may  in  tbe  pi^ 
sent  circumsymces  contrihate  pasnvely  10  this 
end,  bat  actively  she  never  can  in  any  HTym- 
stances. 

I  think  in  my  own  opinion,  aod  J,  beUtfO 
speak  the  queen's  iipon  this  occ^aioo,  that  is 
w^ere  better  the  French  should  io  the  couive  of 
tlie  treatj^  declare,  that  whaU^r  tbc^  ipteaded 
to  have  given  the  Dutch,  when  th^oeeo  spoke 
from  the  throne,  theip  condw^  haa  bpeaauch 
and  the  situation  of  affsirs  ao  altered,  tbat  the 
king  is  resolved  to  have  Tourney  restored  to 
hms;  I  say  I  believe  this  were  better,  than  to 
expect  thai;  we  itooold  coaseat  to  an  expoution 
of  the  queen's  weeds,  by  e4]ich  ber  majesty 
woold  yield  the  town  op.  ' 

htt  the  conferences  begin  at  aeon  as  they 
can,  I  dare  say,  business  will  not  be  veiy 
speedilv  dispatched  in  them ;  in  the  meaatime 
we  shau  go  on  to  ripen  every  diing  for  a  coo- 
olfiskm  l^ween  «b  and  Savoy,  eiid  Framv 
and  Spain,  and  this  is  the  uoe  poi^t  oC  view 
which  the  Frencl^  oqght  to  have  before  their 
eyes.  . 

You  will  be  rety  shortly  perticn]atlT>^a||4^ 
fully  instructed  to  settle  the .  i^rticle  ofNoidi 
America,  and  those  points  of  commerce  stitt 
undetermined ;  that  done,  the  minis^eKi  mff 
sign  at  Utretcht^  .us  soon  as  they  cen  bear  f 
lord  IiexingtOQ. 

My  lord  Dartmouth  writes  to  yon 
ing^a  clamour  which  our  merchaots  have  j 
as  if  under  pretence  of  not  carrying  to 
or  Barceloqa,  *  des  provisionis  de  6oerraoi|  dit 
Bouche,'  I  bey  shall  .be  debarred  4>ott  .their 
u^ual  traffic  of  ,corn  and  fish,  which  ac  tWse 
pla9e9  there  are  great  demandt  for  ia  um.-^ 
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f«M%ii#elI  u  m»,  aad  wi Aoot . any  con- 
vidcraKkm  of  the  anmet;  the  dilfictilty  as  to 
lisboii  teems  to  be  lemoved  by  tbe  Portngnese 
viibaiMBg  to  come  into  the  sospensioDof  ermsy 
•nd  be  proposes  to  yon  en  expedient  as  to 
JbvceloDa ;  Win  troUk  that  war  most  be  ended 
^oottise  now,  since  the  qneen  supports  it  no 
loader,  end  tbe  Dntch  are  recalling  their  fleet 
from  th^  stieights.  The  duke  of  Argjie  is 
ceing  immedfately  now  away,  and  the  moment 
be  comes  to  Minorca  be  draws  to  him  every 
tbti^  beloncmg  to  the  qoeen  out  of  Catalonia ; 
tbe  imperfaT  troops  must  in  my  opinion  that 
aiOAent  sobmit,  and  compound  for  transpor- 
tatioti ;  and  when  the  war  is  at  an  end,  I  think 
fhei^  eaa  be  no  pretence  of  qearreUing  with 
«s  for  carrying  our  goods  to  the  people  of  the 
aooncry. 

It  is  now  three  a  dock  in  the  morning ;  I 
have  been  hard  at  work  all  day,  and  am  not 
yet efmogh reoorered  to  bear  much  fatigue; 
eicnee  therefore  the  confbsedoess  of  this  scroll, 
whi^  is  only  from  Harry  to  Matt,  and  not 
front  the  secretarr  to  tbe  minister. 

Your  credentials  of  minister  plenipotentiary, 
iwill  be  sent  you,  together  with  your  full  powers 
by  tbe  next  boat ;  and  before  duke  Hamilton 
goes  I  will  more  to  hare  you  removed  to 
Utivcht,  which  there  will  he  a  natural  handle 
lor,  as  soon  as  you  shall  settle  the  points  of 
coesBseroe,  and  in  doing  that,  have  given  the 
last  stroke  to  the  finishing  the  treaty  with 
Prance. 

Make  my  (compliments  to  madam  Teriol,  and 
let  her  know  that  I  have,  I  hope,  put  her  aflfair 
idto  a  way  c^ being  finished  to  her  satisfaction. 
I  have  apoke  very  earnestly  to  Maffei,  and  have 
•sed  tbe  pfooer  arguments  to  him. 

Adieu.  My  pen  is  ready  to  drop  out  of  my 
iMUid  t  believe  that  no  man  loves  you  better 
or  ie  Bsere  faithfuUy  yours,  &c.  Bolxitobroxb. 

P,  S.  I  had  abnost  forgot  to  teA  you  that 
the  queen  it  pleased  to  discbarge  the  M[areschal 
Tallard's  paroles  which  jou  may  assure  him, 
with  my  compliments,  o^  and  gjife  any  signifi* 
cation  neccMftry  in  fonn* 
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Lord  BoUnghr^  to  M.  4$  IbrQrv  ^^  1^- 
0.  S. 

*  Toor  bonoer  and  nrine,  which  are  equally 
dear  to  me,  will  be  eqoallv  preserved  as  long 
aa  we  keep  to  that  which  I  have  bad  permission 
to  leU  ¥v^  concerning  the  queenS  intentions 
«poa  the  general  plan  of  tfie  peace.  You  will 
lemenDrber,  Sir,  I  representra  to  yod  that  the 
eondoet  of  her  majesty  in  respect  to  the  Inter- 
est of  her  alKes,  was  in  some  meaiure  deter- 
by  their  behaviour;  that  the  iriolent 
res  whidr  they  have  taken  to  thwart  the 
■egodatioo,  bad  the*  effect  of  putting  the  queen 
in  a  condition  of  making  the  peace  without 
^faiting  ibr  their  concurrence;  that  in  this 
case  her  mijesty  woukl  declare  to  them,  that 
jb»  bml  signed  ibe  tiMjr  vitb  France  and 


Spain ;  and  that  she  would  propose  to  them 
the  plan  brouj^ht  by  the  abbot  GauUier,  aa 
that,  upon  which  they  must  make  the  p^ce; 
and  that  for  the  future  she  would  have  them 
know,  she  coold  act  no  otherwise  than  by  her 
^od  offices,  as  a  common  friend  to  all  parties. 
I  ou  will  also  remember.  Sir,  that  I  had  the 
honour  to  tdl  you,  that  in  case  the  Dutch  par- 
ticularly, or  the  odier  allies,  should  take  care 
of  the  part  of  entering  before  the  conclusion  of 
the  queen's  peace,  into  concert  with  her  ma- 
jesty,  we  most  then  keep  the  more  measuree 
with  them,  the  tcompassioa  of  the  people  ia 
England  would  be  moved,  and,  the  minbtere 
of  the  queen  be  obliged  to  make  steps,  which 
in  the  other  case  they  would  absolutely  refuse 
to  do. 

You  see.  Sir,  what  I  advanced  in  France  by 
Older  of  her  miycsty,  and  what  I  this  day  re- 
peat by  tbe  same  order,  and  what  you  wiA  find 
ponctuallv  performed. 

The  plenipotentiaries  of  tbe  kiogseemto* 
require  of  us  something;  more,  when  they  in* 
sist  that  the  queen's  ministers  should  propose 
tbe  holding  a  conference  whidi  should  be 
opened  by  a  proposition,  which  appears  in  some 
measure  contraiy  to  whac  the  queen  haa  said 
in  her  speech,  concerning  the  barrier  for  the 
States,  m  the  dispute  that  is  arisen  between 
your  pleninotentiaries  and  ours.  The  question 
IS  not  to  know  whether  Toinnaj  tball  be  res- 
tored to  the  king  or  not,  for  in  order  to  obtain 
this  place,  it  is  not  necessary  that  you  should 
begin  in  making  this  specific  dedara^oo. 

But  the  Question  is  to  know  whether  the 
queen  ifbould  declare  'formally^  and  from  this 
time,  that  Toumay  shall  be  restored  to  France; 
for  that  would  be  declaring  a  consent  to  the 
expbuiation  which  your  ministers  would  give  to 
thu  article  of  the  speech.  Not  to  swell  a  letter 
too  much,  which  seems  already  to  become 
somewhat  tedious,  I  must  refer  myself  to  what 
Mr.  Prior  will  have  the  honour  to  tell  jron 
npon  this  head;  and  I  will  content  mj^elf 
with  saying,  that  as  it  is  not  difficult  to  find  out 
an  expedient,  I  hope  we  aball  avoid  everr  th^ 
that  might  occasion  a  dispute  between  tne  mi- 
nisters of  Grelit  Britain  and  France. 

The  earl  of  Dartmouth  sends  twelve  pass- 
ports fpr  the  sh}^  that  are  ready  to  sail  fi>r  the 
West  Indies,  which  the  king  of  Spain  desires; 
and  Mr.  Prior  will  immediately  put  them  into 
jour  hands. 
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1.  The  king  promises  to  consent  witbeot 
difficulty  to  sll  what  is  contained  in  the  Ist,* 
8d,  dd,  4th,  and  5th,  articles  of  the  spcdfie 
demaads  of  tlie  queen  of  Great  Britain. 

9.  The  king  wilf  cause  all  the  fortificationa 
of  Dttnkirk  to  be  demolished,  as  weH  those  ef 
the  town,  as  of  the  citadel,  the  risebanks,  and 
other  ports  tewardMbe  sea.  iiube  space  of  twe 
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Bionths^  ftQd  thme  lowftrdt  the  Ifnd  40  tbiw 
months  longer,  to  be  reck ^:t nod  frooi  the  daj 
ci  the  eichtng^  of  the  raUUaatioBi^  the  whole 
nt  bifl  oirn  charge^  ^nd  witli  proaiiios  not  to 
xepftir  the  whole  or  aoj  part. 

a*  The  kw^  ihsdl  yield  the  island  of  St. 
Chri5i(ipher  to  Great  Qriidti,  as  likewise  New« 
founcllaQdy  on  conditio d  that  the  town  of  t^la- 
c^atia  ih&ll  he  dem^bshe^i,  Uiat  the  right  of  fish- 
ing and  drying  coH  frecll/  and  without  moleiti^ 
tioti  upon  t^  sajd  blaod  of  Newfoundland^ 
ahalt  remam  to  tht:  French  in  the  Mo^t  p^acef 
^liore  they  used  to  do  it,  X  be  little  isianoioMr 
ity  and  tlioic  nearest  to  Newfoundland  shall 
also  be  ;f  ielded  to  £n^nd,  well  nnderrtood 
that  the  island  of  cape  Breton,  and  oChwt  e£ 
ihegulph  and  mouth  of  the  river  of  St.  I*w- 
xence,  of  which  France  is  actoaUr  in  posaet- 
aion,  shall  msain  to  the  king. — JliemJar  Eng^ 
JBngland  demands.  That  this  town  of  Pb^ 
centia  shall  be  yielded  to  her  in  the  conditioa 
it  is,  in.^lC.^^af.^  Hisoia|e8tv  offsra  to 
leave  the  fortifications  of  Plaoentia  aa 
lEhej  are,  when  be  yields  thai  place  to 
England,  to  agree  to  the  dei^pand  asade  of 
the  gun3  of  UodsonV  bay  t    MToveover,  to 
Tield  the  islands  of  Su  JMLai^io,  and  Sr. 
Bartboloikiew,  to  give  up  even  the  right  of 
fishing  and  drrioj^  cod  upon  the  coast  of 
Newfoundland,  u   the  En^ish  will  give 
liim,back  Acadia,  in  coasideratbn  of  these 
Dew  cessions  wkioh  are  proposed  as  ao 
•quivaJenL 

In  this  case  bis  majesty  would  consent 
that  the  river  of  St.  George  should  be  tbe 
limit  of  Acadia,  as  England  has  desired. 

If  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  crown 
do  refuse  to  admit  of  aoy  expedient  for 
the  restitution  of  Acadia,  the  kinc  rather 
-  than  break  off  the  ne^iation^  will  i^ee 
to  their  demands,  that  is  to  say^  to  leave 
^Ittcentia  fortifiad,  and  rettere  the  guas  of 
Hudson's  bay,  well  ouderstpod,  tliat  tbe 
offer  of  yielding  of  the  islands  of  St^  Mar- 
tin, and  of  St,  mrthulom^,  and  that  of 
Resisting  from  the  right  of  fishing  and 
dryi^  cod  upon  the  coast  o£  Newfound^ 
land,  shall  be  nnU,  and  looked  epon  as  if 
they  had  not  been  made.    . 

4.  The  kiag  will  yield  tlie  province  of  Acadia 
with  the  town  of  Port  Royal  and  its  dependen- 
cies, to  Great  Britain,  as  also  the  streights  of 
Hudson's  bay. 

5.  The  French  who  shall  leave  tbe  countries 
which  are  yielded  above  to  Great  Britain  in 
the  North  part  of  America,  shall  have  leave  to 
withdraw  tbehr  e&efes  horn  thence  t  likewise 
the  kioc  shall  have  leave  to  withdraw  from 
thence  Uie  guns  and  all  the  stores  of  iNir« 

^,  After  the  conohi^ion  of  the  peace  there 
thfi^  be  commissioners  named  on  both  sidei, 
as  weQ  for  regulating  in  tbe  space  of  a  year,  the 
limits  betwiat  Canada  or  new  France  on  one 
aide,  and  Acadia  and  tlte  lands  of  Hudson's 
bay  on  the  othel',  aslikewise  to  a^ree  amieab]/ 
or  all  the  reparatioDS  which  are  just  aed  rea* 
tonahlei  darned  by  the  n«i|idewp  theoiher^ 
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peace  and  was. 

7.  Thelimita  being  0000  fiaed,  it  almU  he 
forbidden  to.  the  subiiects  of  both-csoiiiaa  to| 
pass  the  said  limit!  to  go  by  land  or  by  ana  the 
one  to  the  othei;,  lis  likewise  todistnrb  ^he  tsadi 
of  either  nation  amon^sr  theataeleei^  aad  to 
distarb  the  India  Hauoaa  who  are  aiUei^  or 
have  made  their  submission  to  either.  crowa« 

8.  The  king  will  giye  leave  U  the  HoBta  of 
Hamilton,  colonel  Charles  Doni^iiie,  and 
others^  to  Uij  before  him  after  the  peace  tbcir 
rights  and  particular  pretmioa%  and  will  do 
them  iustice.— I^M.^  JBaf ,    That  tbe  dnka 

of  Aichmond  maj  i^therit  mm  his  mother.^- 
K.'t  ilas.  Tbe  duke  of  Eicfamood  baeiif 
obtained  lettors  of  natu^ixatioo  frona  tha 
king,  shall  enjoy,  when  tlm  peace  sbail  be 
Gonclodedp  the  privilege  a— eaed  to  the 
fiivoar  whicb  hb  mi^esty  baafrentod  bim. 
Aoa.  >r  £ag.  That  the  4th  anieU  of  the 
treaty  of  Riswickbe  abolished^  and  that  the 
king  shall  not  hieder  that  tbe  affsira  oC  re- 
ligion in  the  empire,  be  PtgB|pted  00  thefi>ot 
of  tbe  tceatv  of  Miwster.— jE.'s  .iaa.    The 
king  is  willing  in  regard  to  England,  that 
this  affair  shoold  be  r^Uted  with  tbe 
empire,  his  mi^ies^  not  intanding  to  dero- 
gate from  the  treaties  of  Westp^diaaa  to 
matters  of  veligioa. 

9.  The  king  promises,  in  the  nwao  of  tbe 
king  of  Spain  bis  grandson,  that  Gibraltar  and 
port  Mahoa  shall  remain  in  the  handa  of  tba 
£n[(lisb.-^I>r»>r  £4^.    That  there  abaU  be 

yielded  to  Englaod  an  extent  of  groM|dt  ef 
two  cannon  sh^  rmind  Gibraltar  aiid  aA  tbe 
island  of  Minorca.  K/g  Am*.  It  is  ivitb  a 
great  deal  of  trouble  that  tbe  king  bee 
made  the  king  of  Spain  centpir  to  give 
Gibraltar  to  tl^  fiuglish,  tbe  iotentmn  of 
that  prince  being  as  be  baa  declared  lm« 
self  several  tinieif  not  to  give  an  inch  of 
ground  in  Spain.  It  will  yet  be  more  diffi-» 
cult  to  obtsiin  from  him  the  least  fiivonr 
dpoo  a  point  which  h  so  tender  at  pre- 
eent,  they  preming  him  to  renounce  bis 
rights  to  the  crown  of  Fhmce,  and  that 
they  will  have  btm  look  upon  Spain  as  the 
only  patrimony  thet  he  can  kave  to  his 
posterity;  .    »    . 

80  ttoc  this  near  demand  win  certainly 
be  refused,  and  the  power  which  hie  ma- 
jesty baa  received  from  the  eatbplic  kbig 
la  directly  contrary  to  this  pretenMoa. 

As  be  has  not  eip^inc4  himself  epos 

tlie  intirecession  ef  the  ialand  of  if  ioopca, 

the  king  (■  willing  re  employ  bis  good 

officea  to  obtain  i4  aaa  sort  jo(  an  eqniva- 

lent  for  the  «Nwnd  which  the  Eogliab  mem 

ask  about  Gibraltar;  end  ftom  thia  time 

bis  majefiy  promisea*  that  oa  thia  ncoewi 

the  whole  island  of  Mimrni  sbdl  hm 

yielded  to  them. 

.  10,    Aaer  the  peace  shaj]  be  coadodod,  tba 

English  tball  h^ve  the  treaty  for  negre^,ii  ' 

ways  the  agreement  of  Amiento  fori 

on  tbt.aa«m  oeaditki^  thmtbii 
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npan^  which  shstt  %•  establiphea 
W  thtf  pwpM^  flbiil-  hiiiw  flhe 
^  set  on  MrB^  tcUy  and-  tent 


t»«btAwcb 
lo  thatthe  ' 

prerogKtift  ta 

tlieir.  iN^roe»  m  aUtfav  itoierB  ani  port!  of 
Atnerica  i^a  the  Noitli  Sea^ »  that  of  Btia% 
Roa  Ayrtfy  and  geaeraHy  in«U  tile  places  aad 
ports  where  the  ships  of  the  companj  fonaed 
m  Pradoe  oodertbe  nane  of  the  Jkmemo^  had 
leave  t»  enter^ — D^m,  fit  Eng,    That  Cbe 
Preach  mT  not  wklwew  their  eieota  be^ 
kwiginr  to  the  AatientOy  bet  npoa  English  or 
6paiiish  ^lips.— JLVAm.  ne  coa^emed  ia 
the  company  of  the  Assiento  shaii  be 
flitietly  boand  t»  the  terms  of  tbenr  agree- 
ment ;  of  conseaoeiioe  th^  cannot  Crado 
diieoHy  to  the  ladies  obier  'pieteoee  of 
ivithdfawiag  their  effects:  they  sbaU«b- 
^•olutelj  lese  them,  if  theyshoald  be  chim- 
ed to  employ  other  ships  to  load  thedt  than 

I  belotigiDgto  miroompaay. 

Thedesign  of  the  peace  being  t^pro- 
«Bre  the  mutual  iid?aa«a|e^  tlie  FVaich 
fmd  oftbe  EagHsby  kwonM  notbejdst 
that  one  of  the  first  advaataM  whicb  it 
ahovM  procure  for  Eoglaad.  i^oatd  be  to 
the  pp^edice  of  the^  French-  natioQ.    If 
•he  English  wiU  treat  abeat  the  effects  of 
tbefVeacKcompaBfitl*^  will  remo^by 
this  expedient  the  laeoo^eniem^  tfaejl  ap- 
pfohend. 
It.    The  seid  agreement  shall  'be  fnr'  the 
of  thirty  yecn«|  and  there  shall  be  appoint- 
ed tor  the  English  compeayof  the'  Assiento  an 
extent  of  ground  on  the  Hrer  Dela  Plata,  upon 
which  they  may  not  only  refresh  their  negroes, 
hot  keep  them  ea^  tiU  they  are  told,  aecord- 
iag  to  the  conditiofis  which  shaft  be  stipuhited 
br  the  fligreement  whieh  is  to  be  made  foi*  the 
Aanento:  itnd  to  hinder  that  this  licence  may 
not  he  made  an  ill  use  of,  the  king  of  ^lain 
shall  name  an  officer  to  hinder  ir,  to  whose 
iaei^ecciOD  the  concerned  in  the  said  company, 
as  Ukewise  all  those  whom  they  sbttl  employ, 
•hall  be  sobjecc— DsM./of  Mkg.    Hmt  this 
groaad  shall  be  chose  by  the  IJngii8h,'a9d 
chat  the  Spanish  inspector  shall  b^  snppress- 
•d.-^X/f  Afu.    Tbey  knowm'  EAghmd  the 
demands  wMch  were  made  i^  the  king 
vpon  this  head.    His  majesty  hils  obtained 
thetai  with  a  great  deal  6f  triable  frpm  the 
king  Us  'gfM^son,  he  cihtflot'  Hsk  nor  suffer 
in  his  nam^  new  addilicm ^  to^  what  has 
been   already  yielded  in  fitroer-of  the 
feac^;  if  the  &»gli»h  betteVe  tbey  ought 
to  insist  to  obtttin  hew  advantages,  they 
meit  treat  directly  wich-  the  plenipoMtia- 
ries  of  Spain,  and  to  this' end, let  ifiem 
hnte  immediately  the  necessary  passports 
?     to  eome  to  Utrecht. 

It.  AH  the  ftdtantages>  rights  and  pHri- 
legesr  which  are  already  grawted,  or  may 
hn'eafter  be  granted  by  Spafn,  lb  the  sub-^ 
jectt  of  France,  or  to  any  other  nation  what- 
ever, sbidl  Hkewise  b^  atto^^ed' to  thesub- 
jeeie  ef  Great  BHtttin* 

|9.    His  majesty  proi&iset  likeiiitt  thataM 


tlie  merclMMidbeB  of  t%e  grewA  end  febric  of 
Great  BritaiO)  which  from  the  ports  of  Spain, 
where  the  ships  fbr  ^Spaabb  West  Indies 
shall  be  cleared^  shall  be  sent  to  the  Indies, 
shaHbe  ikempted  frem  ell  customs,  as  well 
^ose  of  going  hi,  or  comingoucof  Spain,  as 
those  of  going  into  the  Indies. 

14.  All  the  articles  above  mentioned  shall 
be  extended  in  the  treaty  of  peace,  in  the  most 
ample  manner,  and  the  most  convenient :  and 
there  shall  be  added  aH  the  dduses  of  the  ces« 
salmons  ftom  hostilitieB,  and  other  reciprocU 

aees,  aceordhigto  what  has  been  done  in 
er  treaties,  iiiiieh  shall  be  recited  to  have 
their  Ibrmer  fo^ce  and  vigoar,  eic^pting  those 
thingswych  tMs  has  din'Ogatedi^m  ;  and  thie. 
claesesbttUbepetartfae  end  of  each  instra* 
meMt. 

Offin  ^^Biirca  td  the  Duke  of  SAVot,  with 
thePemandifir  t^c  JOu^  (^  S£f or  ;  and 
ih€  Kin^s  An9wcr$, 

1«    Bis  right,  send  his  rank,  to  the  successioii 
of  SfminshtiUf  be  declared  and  acknowledged 
confohMble  to  the  will  of  Charles  ^  second. 
^Dem.for  D,  tff  8,    It  is  demanded  that 
this  article  be  put  in  these  terms.  The  rank  of 
the  duke  of  Savoy  to  the  sucpession- of  Spain, 
shaH  be  reserved  ib  his  royal  bij^ness,  ac- 
cording to  his  nght.-^Jr;'«.  Am,    The  kihg  it 
wiUlng,  on  account  of  England,  to  pasa 
the   articles  as  it  is  demanded  by  ner, 
notwithstandmg    the  interest  which  hia 
majesty  may  have,  to  recite  and  roentioa 
eh  this  occasion  the  will  of  Charles  thte  se« 
cond.  •  ^ 

9.  Thekifogshalhrestorfttohim  Sacvo^jrand 
the  dbuntytjf  Nice,*  with  their  dependencies. 

3.    The  king  will  moreover  yield  to  hioi 

Exilles  and  B^nestrelles  with  the  valley  of  JPVa- 

glAm9.^Dm.  forD.qfS,    Hisroyal  Irighnesa 

asks  that  besides  the  valiies  on  the  other 

side  of  Mount  Geneva,  in  which  are  com« 

prehaad^  that  of  Chateau  Dauphki^  Fort- 

Barraiux,  and  the  territory  which  extseds 

from  that  fert  to  the  frontier  of  Savoy,  as  it 

is  mentioned  in  the  4th  aHiele  of  fait  specific 

demands,  the  villages  on  the  other  iide  of 

the  Rhone  on  the  side  of  Savojr,  the  right  of 

garrisoning  Mouaca/and  tlie  direct  demesne 

of  Maifton  and  of  Rocruebmn. — E*i,  Ant. 

The  king  cannot  believe  that  EughoK), 

desiring  ttie  conchl^ion  of  a  firm  and  solid 

peace,  wlH  give  rise  to  new  wars,  inj 

the  gates  ofFrance  to^he  duke  of  : 

Ife  has  Aehher  right  nor  ev^n  an  apparent 

piretext  for  to  ask  as  be  does  a  part  of 

Daaphiny ;  he  Cannot  support,  upon  any 

jdst  and  reasonable  foundation,  the  pre* 

tentions  wMcfa  he  makes  upon  the  esute 

"of  a  third  perteu,  as    iaf  the  prince  of 

Meneco;  so  that  his  majesty  thinks  that 

hedoes  very  much  in  leaving,  out  of  re* 

gard  to   England,  Exelles,  Fenestrelles, 

end  the  vall^  of  Phigelas,  in  th^  hknds  of 

tb«  duke  ef  Savoy.  Cn^n^nio 


ngtvin^ 
Savoy. 


APPBWPifc— Jliparf  itMag  to  tfc 


'  119  MUl'  6T£ii  fmvA  ti&  inok  uon  bm 
£m  proposals,  tbat  tbty  koe^r  in  £ii|)Mid 
thttt  tills  prince  ouglit  to  cootcac  b&self 
wkh  the  mticuuDn  of  Skvov,  and  of  the 
conn^  of  Nice,  witboot  fnakiQf  n  fmtber 
demaod  of  these  two  places,  which  cannot 
lielong  to  him  bj  anj  title  but  bj  that  of 
war,  and  that  they  are  convenient  (or  him. 

4.  The  cessions  in  the  Milaneie  and  others, 
made  hy  the  emperor  Leopold  to  his  rojal 
highness,  shall  be  confirmed. 

5.  His  royal  highness  roaj  nHike  such  for* 
tifinations  as  he  shall  think  fit  in  the  places  ac- 
quired bj  the  foregoinc  treaties,  thou^  without 
deroMting  from  that  of  Turin  in  1696.— DeM. 

for  D.cfS.  That  he  shall  have  fomer  of  for- 
tifying all  the  places  he  shall  think  fit,  not- 
wkj^taoding  the  treatj  of  Turin.— ir/s.^bis. 
The  intention  of  the  duke  of  Savojr,  is  pro- 
bably to  ibrtifj  Pignpnil ;  the  interest  of 
]FVan^e  has  not  changed  since  the  treaty 
made  at  Turin  in  1696 ;  it  is  not  of  less 
importance  than  it  then  was,  to  hinder 
the  4kike  of  Savoy  from  fortifying  that 
town  :  one  may  even  say  that  the  dan^ 
would  be  gTMtcr,  this  pnnce  acquiring 
l^des  Ezelles  and  Fenestrelles,  and  his 
•trength  being  increased  on  the  side  of 
Iti^ 

Sngiand  beedming  a  friend  toFraooe, 
onpht  not  to  be  less  concerned  for  its 
quiet,  and  the  tranquillity  of  its  provinces, 
than  for  the  enaecctsary  aggrandiaing  of 
the  duke  of  Savoy. 

6.  The  trade  from  France  into  PiedmoBt, 
and  frtnn  Piedmont  into  FHmoe,  shall  be  oa 
the  foot  of  the  treanr  ef  Turin. 

7.  ^  toyalhiganess  mav  have  liberty  to 
eell.  the  barony  of  Essarts,  and  other  estates  nod 
effiscts  that  he,  may  have  in  France, 

&  The  king  consents  that  his  royal  bigness 
Italyi  as  much 


may  increase  his  doeaiaions  in 
as  he  shall  think  fit. 


mmdtf9r  PavseiA ;  wmd  t%9Em^$  Antmrt, 

1.  ThekingofPMtsiethattbeMkaeisltdg^ 
hj  France. 

9.  The  king  shall  let  him  peaoeaUy  eiyoy 
thesover^nty  ef  Neefchatel  mid  Valeagin, 
with  promise  never,  te  distorb  him  ie  shit  pos- 
session, nor  to  give  any  sort  of  assistanoe  to 
those  who  would  dispute  it  with  hm,i^]}$m.Jhr 
Pr.— That  the  counties  of   Neufohaiel  end 
Valengia,  be  acknowledge^- w  aseasbem  ef 
the  Uelvetio  body,  bv  the  ooeaent  of  hit 
majesty. — IC's  Am,  This  nevelly  does  net 
depend  on  the  consent  of  the  kiep^  all  the 
Helvetic  bod  v  u  concerned  io  this  ptope^ 
eition ;  it  will  not  be  unanimouily  reoaived 
bjr  all  the  members  who  compose  its  it 
will  be  the  interest  of  several  to  oppose  it^ 
and  perhaps  even  all  the  Protestant  can- 
tons will  not  he  of  the  same  mind. 

The  counties  of  Neufchatd  and  Valengin 
aire  allies  of  the  Swiss;  the  king  wHl  pro- 


to  «ekae«M|e  tiMft  aad  iMsit  Item 

onthat  foot 

5.  The  SktHectsoftbe  crown  of  Pnismdisi 
en|of  ,  an  to  dhair  taadein  Firaooe,  the  tame  ad> 
vsntageswfcich  shall  be  granted  te  the  iHihjesw 
of  ^ber  Britannic  maieitY,  and  tbeee  ef  ihs 
States  Genesnl:  oa  oenittkm  itabeU  be  se> 
cipfeeaL 

4.  The  king  sball  fiivner  with  aU  his  powsr 
thopratensiona  of  Prusiia  on  the  canipenef 
GeMer,  the  town  and  the  country  of  Etckkns, 
of  which  she  makes  a  demand,  an  condirisa 
that  it  costs  France  nothing  to  indeosnify  tboss 
who  wooM  dispote  this  possession  with  Piiiis. 

6.  The  king  will  give  as  fiir  as  twelve  bendrsd 
thoesand  livres,  French  moneyy  to  thiapriooe 
to  boy  hb  right  to  the  principality  of  Orange. 
-^Dm.for  Pr.  Thet  it  shay  be  in  hia  eheice, 

to  take  the  money  which  is  efecd.  or  the 
firontier  which  he  demands  in  Fnmcbe  Comt€. 
He  offers  only  to  leave  the  king  the  cnsslesf 
Tou,  in  consideration  of  an  oeuiTntenr. 
Moreover  that  the  lands  of  the  Honee  of 
Chalons  shall  he  a^ndged  to  him,  and  that 
aU  the  ednts  and  decrees  which  have  been 
given  against  the  Protestants  of  Orange  shafi 
be  revoked.— J:.*s  ilns.  The  king  ttabs  he 
does  muck,  and  that  he  gives  a  pmtiealv 
mark  of  his  oonsideratton  fiw  Endand,  to 

S've  twelve  hundred  thousand  fivras  is 
lb  prince,  nnder  peetenoe  of  buying  Ins 
righ^  which  his  mi^esiy  knows  he  cannot 
make  use  of  lawfully  aj^amst  those  who  have 
pretensions  to  the  prineipelity  of  Orange. 

Hiere  is  then  no  choice  betwixt  this 
ofier,  and  a  pretension  so  ill  groonded  as 
this  of  the  pretended  frontier,  which  the 
ministers  of  Prussia  have  made  a  demand 
of  in  Franche  Comt^. 

The  sum  of  twelve  hundred  tboasaiui 
lirres,  which  is  offered  to  their  master,  is  n 
present  which  the  king  is  wfilGng  to  make 
him,  for  the  good  of  the  pence,  and  to 
colonr  it  only  with  a  pretest  of  buying  hts 
rigbts  to  the  prindpality  of  Orange;  for 
otherwise  the  king  would, httve  no  other 
answer  to  makoi  nan  to  give  assoranoes, 
that  he  woukl  leave  ibose  who  have  pre- 
tensions to  the  principality  of  Orangey 
the  liberty  to  follow  thenii  before  the  tri- 
bunals who  ought  to  iudge  from  tbem. 

This  answer  is  the  onlv  one  he  can 
make  on  the  subject  of  the  lands  of  the 
House  of  Chalonp,  of  which  not  anyone 
has  the  appearance  of  sovereignty,  anrf  ef 
oonsequcnce  no  pretence  to  witbdraw 
themseJvei  from  the  jurisdiction  oi  the  oom- 
nienjudgo. 

His  mi^esty  is  ac^oontable  to  np  one 
for  the  edicts  and  decrees  he  gives  fof  the 
domestic  order  of  his  kingdom. 

6.  If  thb  prince  necepti  the  opaditieoa  above* 
mentiooedi  the  king  wiU  gn^e  h^  the  lille  ef 

7.  The  khig  contents,  and  deaMBdeWmasi^ 
that  the  thirteea  caatoea  shoidd  be  ifldnisd  in 
thegaoeralpeaoo. 
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ffkr^^FnAV<:$for  PoaTUQix,  with  t hi  D&- » 
Mands  for  Pobtugal  ;    and  the  i^n^s 

1 .  The  king  will  tnra  into  a  final  treaty,  the 
ovi^iMm^  tfcAaty  ^xmdoded  hetweeoPrance  and 
[»FCugal  in  1700,  reierving  to  hiia^tlf  the  free 
nvi^ation  ef  the  river  of  Amazoasy  which  is 
»  be  in  common  between  the  two  nations*—^ 
)€tm.fBT  For,  llMt  the  adrantdfes  which  hare 
iboon  jvomised  to  him  by  the  Home  of  Aas- 
trifl^  as  well  in  Spain  as  in  the  Indiesi  be 
gramted  to  him,  vis.  The  towns  of  Badajoz, 
^Alcantara,  Albuquerque,  and  Valencia  in 
£#(camadura ;  tfao»e  of  Bayona,  Vigo,  Tuy, 
ikiul  Giiardia  in  Oahci«.» 

Tbat  all  what  is  betwixt  the  river  de  la 
PkttA  and  the  brasiles  be  yielded  to  hire,  so 
tbiit  this  river  may  serve  for  limits  to  the  two 
countries. 

That  Hiog  Pbilip  the  5th  yield  to  him  for 
tt  barrier  Coria,  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  Pueblia  de 
Ouiabriay  and  Monteryy  with  their  depen* 
d^Dcies. 

Moreover,  tbat  Spa^i  pay  what  is  dae.to 
the  ancient  Portugal  c^impany  of  the  As- 
•iento  ;  of  wfaicli  England  and  the  States 
Oeaaral  are  guarantees^ 

Lastly,  That  France  yield  to  him  the  lands 
of  Cape  de  Nord  in  South  America,  aotwith- 
ataodiiif  any  provisional  or  final  treaty. — K/s 
jAfU.  If  the  king  of  Portugal  had  conquered 
Spain,  or  contributed  bv  migbty  armies 
to  bring  it  under  the  obedience  of  the 
archduke,  he  would  not  ihake  larger  de- 
mands than  those  contained  in  this. article. 
The  catholic  king  will  give  nothing  to  the 
.  Portuguese  in  Spain. 

I^  is  not  probable  that  he  will  be  more 
easy  as  to  the  demands  they  make  in  the 
{ooiet.  This  b  an  article  to  Be  discussed 
tietween  the  plenipotentiaries  of  Spain  and 
Portugal,  as  also  the  accounts  which  are 
to  be  adjusted  of  what  is  due  to  the  ancient 
Portugal  company  of  the  Assiento. 

One  must  only  take  notice,  that  i/  the 
pretensions  of  the  Portuguese  were  listened 
to,  the  catholic  king  would  have  only 
the  name  of  king  of  SfmiA  i  but  thit  in 
,  reality  bis  kingdom  would  be  shared  with 
a  powerful  enemy ;  that  for  to  buy  an  un- 
certain and  dangerous  estate,  they  will 
ob]i|{e  him  to  renounce  his  rights,  and  those 
of  his  posterity,  to  the  monarchy  of  France. 
The  king  does  a  great  deal  for  the  Por- 
tDgoese,  by  his  agreeing  that  the  provi- 
aiooal  treaty,  conduded  at  Lisbon  in  1700, 
dbouTd  be  turned  to  a  final  treaty ;  itf  is 
ttll  wbatf  his  migesty  can  grant  them :  they 
asked  for  ne  more  when  they  signed  the 
'treaty  t>f  an  offensive  alliance  with  him  and 
the  king  of  Spain. 

Jfer$.ifYtiAisic%fir  the  Houu  ^  Austiia 

and  the  Empire  ;  with  the  Demandt  of  the 

Mouie  ofAvtTVLJA,  and  (fthe  Empire  i  find 

the  Eiug*i  Antmen. 

1.  Tbe  Rhine  ihalibe  tiie  booodarr  It- 

VoIh  VII. 


twiatFiaivoe  and  the  Empire ;  so  that  tbe  king 
%vill  return  firisac  and  Fort  de  Kell,  in  the  con-> 
ditiun  they  a^  in,  will  yield  Landau  in  the 
condition  it  is  in,  will  demolish  all  the  forts  he 
is  in  possession  of  on  the  other  side  of  the  Rhine 
and  in  the  JEthine,  Fprt  Lewis  to  be  compre- 
hended amongst  them,  as  also  tliat  of  la  rile 
near  Strasburg ;  on  condition,  and  hot  other- 
wise,  that  the  king  shall  retain  all  what  he  is 
in  possession  of  on  the  side  of  tbe  river,  agree-, 
able  to  the  treaty  of  Ryswick. — Dtnufor  Aut, 
Tbat  Strasburg  be  returned,  Honingen^  and 
New  Brisac  be  demolished. 

That  Alsace  do  not  remain  \xy  the  hands  of 

France  ;  but  according  to  the  interpretation 

whtdi  the  Empire  and  the  House  of  Austria 

do  give  to  the  literal  meaAiug  t>f  tbe  treaty  of 

Munster.— £/s  Am,     The  kiug  will  keep 

Strasburg,  which  was  yielded  to  his  miues- 

ty,  not  alone  as  a  consequence  of  the  right 

which  the  cession  of  the  Alsace  gave  him 

to  tbat  town,  but  likewise  for  an  exchange 

for  Fribourg,  Brisac,  and  of  the  right  of 

garrisoning    of  Philipsburgh,    which  his 

,     majesty  acquired  by  the  treaties  of  VVest- 

jMdia  and  Nimeguen. 

xtic  fortiBcations  of  New  Brisaa  shall 
subsist,  thi»  place  being'  necessary  for  a 
barrier  for  France,  when  she  returns  Old 
Brisac  to  the  House  of  Austria. 

There  is  no .  other  interpretation  to  be 
given  to  the  treaty  of  Munster,  as  to  the 
possession  of  Alsace)  than  the  meaning 
which  was  understood  bjr  the  ambassadora 
and  ministers  who  siened  the  tt^eaties  of 
Nimeguen  andRyswick. 
3.  The  kfng  shall  acknowledge  ^be  elector 
of  Hanover. 

3.  The  elector  of  Treves  shall  be  reinstated 
in  the  possession  of  his  town  of  Ti^es,  and 
generally  in  all  what  bdongs  to  him.— Dem.jfbr 
Aui,     He  demands    his  re-establishment  as 

grand  prior  of  Castile,  and  the  restitution 

of  the  fruits,  which  he  pretends  have  only 

been  sequestered. — X.'s  Ant,    The  king  pro« 

misesto  obtain  from  tbe  king  ofSpaio, 

tbat  the  grand  priorsbip  of  Castile  shall  h% 

returned  to  the  elector  of  Treves, 

As  to  tbe  restitution  of  the  fmits,  bit 
majesty  promises  his  offices  to  procure  it, 
not  knowioc  the  custom  of  Spain  in  such 
cases  \  and  this  is  another  point  to  be 
discttssed  with  tbe  plenipotentiaries^of  that 
crown. 

4.  Tbe  king  consents,  if  the  Empire  thinks 
fit,  that  the  laindgrave^f  Hesse  Cassel  be  put 
in  possession  of  Rbinfolt,  St.  Gour,  and  Kalx, 
on  condition  that  matters  of  reli|ion  are  kept 
onthe  same  foot  they  now  are. — D€m,forAiu^ 

}t  is  demanded  that  tbe  article  of  religion  be 

decided  by  tbe  Empire.— -JC.'s  Ane,    At  tbe 

matter  relates  pertiotilarly  te  tbe  Bmptte^ 

the  kixi^  coasenu  it  should  be  referred  to 

its  decision. 

As  to  what  rdatcs  to  tbe  House  of  Austria 

in  particular,  the  king  promises,  that  the  king 

of  Spain  thall  yield  to  tbc«&  the  l^ngfloiDt  ef 
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cany ;  a«d  at  to  the  duchj  oi  Milaik,  ihmt  of  k 

which  shall  aot  be  yielded  to Ihc  d«k«o#$airoy. 

The  Spanish   Nethtrlandfly   cacoeptiag    the 

town  aod  territory  of  Gueldrei  wWcb  are  to  be 

ke^  by  Prassia,  as  it  it  expkiae^  aboTt.<^ 

Dem.  far  Au$.     Sieily  it  ckmaMled  for  the 

Home  of  Austria.— Ir.'<  Am.    The  king  aad 

lite  king  of  Spain  not  only  eagaeed  to  the 

elector  of  Bavaria  to  re-ettabUshhim  in  bit 

dominions,    but  al^    to   roake    bias  an 

Msends  for  the  losses  he  has  sustained 

during  the  course  of  this  present  war. 

It  it  on  this  acooaat  that  the  catholic  king 
}^  yielded  to  bin  theSpanitb  Netber- 
knds  if  it  must  be  that  She  elector  mnat  de- 
sist ftom  them  for  the  eoed  of  the  peace, 
she  king  and  the  king  of  Spain  are  o^iged 
to  make  him  some  other  amends;  the 
kin|dem  of  Siioily  is  the  only  state  which 
SpftM  can  give  to  this  prince,  and  to  satisfy 
the  engagements  entered  into  with  him. 

It  is  the  more  necessary  to  stipulate  this 
coadition,  being  it  appears  that  the  Empire 
o|>pose  his  being  re^tablisbed  in  his  #ank 
of  6rst  ejector;  and  that  it  is  demftdded 
that  the  Upper  Palatinate  should  be  kept 
by  the  elector  Palatine,  and  after  bim  by 
prinoeChariesofNeuboarg,  his  bmcher; 
not  te  return  to  the  elector  of  Bavaria  or 
bis  children,  bet  after  the  ^atb  of  these 
princes. 

6.  Ifhe  whole  en  condition  that  the  electors 
of  Cologne  and  Bavarii^  be  ro-attablid)^  in 
their  domiuiont,  dignitiet,  goods,  and  more- 
ablet, ^c.—NDtfm./or  Jus,    They  will  aot  be 

against  the  duchy  of  Bavaria's  being  returned 
to  the  elector  of  that  name,  and  that  he  sliall 
be  the  ninth  add  last  elector,  on  condition 
^  that  be  shall  give  up  his  pretensions  to  thf 
Ut^>er  Palatinate,  and  the  dijgaity  of  first 
elector,  without  bopet  of  fojoying  it,  but 
after  tb^  death  of  the  elector  Palatine,  fncl  pf 
prince  Charles  of  Nenbouiv^bit  brother. 

And  as  to  the  elector  of  Cologne^  when  he 

'  shall  be  reinstated  in  bis  dominions,  it  shall 

be  in  the  choice  of  tbe  allies  >frbether  Ihey 

vill  garrison  tbe  town  of  Bono,  or  not.— JT.'k 

4n<«  Though  this  condition  be  prejudicial 

to  the  elector  of  Bavaria,  th^  king  it  wiUing 

to  consent  to  it,  aUowing  (b^  amends  of 

.     the  kingdom  of  Sicily,  bep^tuse  tbe  title  of 

king  will  wipe  off  what  is  shpckin^  in 

.     bein^  the  last  elector,  whicb  tbey  will  give 

bim  ustead  of  thf  first  place  be  bad  in  tb« 

electoral  college. 

His  miyesty  propoiesy  that  the  fi>rtifici|- 
tiont  of  Bonn  tbould  be  demolished ;  and 
this  expedient  seems  more  suitable  to  bim, 
than  to  put  a  garrison  in  tbat  plac^,  which 
doei  not  depend  on  tbe  eUetpr  bf  Cologne, 

7.  X  general  pardon  tball  be  granted  reci- 
mocdiy  to  the  sqbjects  of  all  the  parts  of  tbe 
Spanish  paonarchy,  who  shall  bare  followed 
different  parties  in  this  war^  with  roBtitatian  of 
tbeir  honourt  and  estates. 


Offers  ofTRAVCzfor  f  ft^STATSsOeKBRA^a^itf 
the  Demands  for  the  States  G£Mi;aAX»  ead 
the  King*s  Answ&s, 

1.  Tbe  Catholic  Low  Comrtriei,  eaatpl  what 
IMit  the  king  is  to  keep,  and  tbe  «seeptian 
abovementioned  of  Gelder,  shall  bfloeg  i«  pie- 
perty  to  tbe  House  of  Anauta. 

d.  Tbe  barrier  shall  be  Ibrmed  w^  of  d^ 
Spanish  Netberlaadaj^as  tfaey  toe  now  f^ffpfsH 
by  tbe  allies,  t»  whieb  ^miambiug  aballbe 
added,  reserving  tbe  ponciiMiliu  of  tMity  thou- 
sand crowns  per  ann.  given  by  tbt  king  of 
Spain  to  mfdam  tbe  fHrinoeyt  de?  Umiai»NaaDr, 
Charleroy,  Newport^Yprat,  and  ita  ofaatelaae, 
Faraes,  and  Fumambac»Knoeque,  MeM^  aod 
its  district ;  on  condition  thnt  LUle^  to  the  stare 
it,  now  is  in,  with  its  dependeociesy  sUI  be  re> 
turned  to  France  as  an  eqoivalent  fiiribe  de- 
OMititioo  of  Ehmkii^  and  Toormif,  ickb  tbe 
(tiatriet  of  Touraay,  Doni^,  fiethiui«»  Aire,  &. 
Vea^nt,  and  Boucbain,  m  tbe  eonditsM  they 
are  in,  with  what  belongi  to  tbem,  at  likewise 
all  tbe  gnns  and  stare*  of  ww,  wbidi  tball  be 
found  in  tbem,  in  exdmnge  ibr  die  placxa  wbicb 
Franoe  adds  to  forti^  tbe  l>anier»  and  these 
which  will  be  yielded  by  Ihe  electar  of  Bavaria, 
who  is  actually  inpotsntsinn  of  tboatd — Dem. 
JottheSt,Gttu    Betidet  the  places  ofered  ibr 
tbe  barrier,  tbe  oeasion  of  Touraaj,  aod  the 
district  of TomAay,  it  dffmandfd  ;  aaiikewiie 
Cond^  tbe  guns,  aad  atoretof  war,  wtit^  aie 
in  tbepkoet  whiob  are  to  be  yiebiid. 

Moreover,  a  renoociatioa  for  eve^  ibr  all 
tbe  kings,  priooes^  and  primaeBaea  of  tbe 
blood  royal  of  France,  to  all  righta  piaaent  or 
to  oome,  or  which  possibly  amy,  to  all  what 
tball  oompose  the  barriet  m  vboka  or  in 
part 

II  it  refuted  ta  agree  aboat  the  pMmaality 
granted  or. reserved  for  tbe  priaevT  des 
Uittai.*^/s  An^  The  kmg  iosistt  BfrnD  the 
ivstiiotkMi  of  Touniay,  and  tba  diatrict  of 
Toumay,  as  being  etseiitial  to  tecuve  the 
hairier  vhioh  Branca  basecoasion.  for  on 
tbe  sidA  of  tbe  Low  Coaainet. 

Tfatt  barrier  it  tbe  oiore  imfieKaat,. 
■  being,  the  straagtb  of  the  Hoaae  of  Austria 
beotees^eraudabley  bv  the  netwiitiag  so 
many  v  ^onsideBable  '  dwaiaioni  iisf  tbe 
person  of  the^aaae  prince.  Bsciy  tbtsg 
M  to  be  ibared  finam  to  daageiaat  a  aa^ 
boocv  who  appUet  bimteif  asera  ba  las  af- 
fiiirttbam  any-  of  hit  predeoesaara;  who 

Series  in  follawiag  tbe  steps  of  Cilarles 
le  5th,  and  does^ot  couMal  tiK  design 


be  faarto  aggrandiaa  binaelfi.  itaaonot 
bedottbted  naidier/ bat  that  btf^s^  be 
powerfully  assisted  by  the  republic  of  Hol- 
land; «cperieaee  bavinf  sbewn,  tbatfitf 
frGwn  being  afraid  af  the  power  of  tba 
,  House  of  Auftria^  this  republic  B^et  ilt 
gjory  and  safety  consist  in  muKiplyin|^'  dbe 
mimberofCbe  doKnihions  (^tbb  powerfal 
House.'  •  *      -         • 

The  samereatott  b/secorine  tbefiootier 
of  his  luQgdtm,  feqofttt  ^  tbe  iiBi 
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OMiJtstjf  will  not  relftx  aoy  thing  vpoil  thit 
wticje. 

Being  b«  knows  all  the  conseqoenoet'of 
ki  he  will  be  Tery  sensible  of  the  ptessore 
wkiefa  InghuMl  will  gite  Yarn,  in  contm* 
butiagthat  Toonicy  and  its  dIsCriet  mey 
lie  restored,  andeaiisiag  all  dentands  aboM 
Coad^  «a  be  laid  aside :  and  to  ^ve  real 
idientaf  itio  that  crown,  hk  laajesty  will 
oUige  himself,  that  if  Toamay  and  ili 
dtst^t  are  letimed  to  bios,  that  all  de- 
lAands  idKmt  Coad^*  be  laid  aside^  aaid 
tbathelieeps  that  place  bj  the  peaee. 
Sm  this  ease  he  will  eonseot,  purely  oat  of 
regard  to  fiagkuld,  to  fill  ap  the  port  of 
Dunkirk ;  though  his  majesty  l)eing  sea- 
sihAe  of  l^-  danMge^Aat  this  artiole^  so 
fltreaaoasly  deananded  hj  the  Eaglisb^  wili 
be  to  hkp,  has  always  teMed  to  agree  tak. 

He  jnll  moreorer  ceaeeot  to  densoitsli 
tiie  ibitificaiiens  of  Borgh  St.  Dioox^  widi 
Fart  f  raneois  which  belongs  to  kt  aad 
«ven|  if  it  b  oeeesiaryy  to  yieM  this  ifca- 
JWoKsbcd  town  to  cbe  prince  to  wheal  dw 
.  KetiMorlaods  shall-belong. 

He  win  tfliewise  cansentto  leavetke 
oaomNi  aad  tke  stares  of  war  wbioh  skaU 
ke  found  ill  the  pktes  be  will  yiddi  on  Den^ 
dkion  that  the  oanttott  and  storts  of  war  de 
libewise  reanuit  ID  the  alaoes  wUebshallbe 
yielded  to  him,  and  beloog  to  bk  nn^eett. 

Ike  agreemtat  ought  to  be  redproeal ; 
eitker  to  leave  ail  the  artillery^  and  whaft 
tsi>s%stoit»  intbepkftto  wkkfa  arecoke 
yickM^ «  a4tt  Oft  Ae  king^  itee,  as  on  tboc 
of  hif  eaemiea;  or  to  rsgulati  the  oaaatky 
wkiefaehaU  be  left  in  e&h  of  tke  plades. 

The  renosdaoan  wbieh  k  deauuMM  ^^ 
ike  kkig,  k  a  claase  taken  oot  of  the  prell* 
iunioahto   of  iro^.     Tbeto  wenW    be 


ftepy  reaseoa  to  teftto  k, 

and  even  as  ibeatd ;  kac  bk  majesty  is 

wittiagtoagratteit 
Being  tb»  priaoipelity  iceiTfied  «f  the 

prinoeto  daBVtfsinihas  oo^-elakOD  totfae 

pablie  affiirt^  llit  kint  deskas  the  difi^ 

cokjr  on  ^bit  bead  artsy  be  sosmoMited. 
Sk  Ac  to  the  aradeof|8paio  aod  i^Indiet, 
kakall  be  on  the  iaaas  ibot  k  wns  in  die  reigft 
•rCiiarksS.  Aad  as  to  that  of  France,  kdttH 
ba  aa  k  i8|BdtfBk«ed  by  Iks  tnaty  of  Hyst«rid&  3 
awl  the  Tariff  Of  1M4  4udl  be  followed  ek- 
cepting  the  foar  species  of  merchaadiiey  ea 
ifae  «mdkienB  wbioii  afaatt  be  agreed  upon. — 
I^m.frrSiiGin*  It  ts  aciai  ved  to  Ireat  coa- 
•eniog  she  Ibuh  speoito  of  ifleiiAMMdiie/«^ 

MJ9AMg.  TbebRgH>»^^^^ 


'No.a&f 
Asm  U* 

JbHi^uaiom^  ear  fight  Tnutp  4md  mtU  be- 
Imitd  cmim  and  €mtH§di&r  S^m^  VMmmi 
JBMfghrohe^  mhem  9te  hmoe  appmntod  to  ga 


Fram!e;  akd  bong  arrk«d  tkere,  to  dNnand 
aa  andicace  of  bistoOstebristiaD  Mafesty. 

Yoo  are  to  present  to  thk  prince  our  letter 
wkiek«  faerewitk  delivered  to  joa ;  aod  toac< 
eaaint  bks  that  we  obeerYOi  wtthg^t  conoera 
tnat  new  diScakies  hMts  arisen^  aod  new  de- 
lays have  beeb  oceated  in  the  ne^tiatfOOi  whiek 
we  tkeoght  on  the  peinfc  of  being  coaehid^ 
That  we  have  aeot  yoH  oirer  ftilhr  iastraeted  ill 
all  onr  iotciitiesiby  aad  foUy  anthoneed  to  treat 
aad  aetile  every  thiog  necesMry  to  raaiave  the 
obstmckons  wkkdi  mnder  die  geaeral  saspen»- 
siea  of  anns  freai  takiag  place ;  That  joa  are 
Jikewito  imp9wered  to  concert  with  hk  minia* 
terf  the  most  proper  means  of  preventk^  sncb 
otierdiAreneeaas  o«a  be  oov«  foreseen,  and  of 
settling  tbe  treaty  of  peace  ia  sock  a  ooursfe' 
istef  brintittoafaappyafklspeedy  eonela- 
sioa. 

Yoa  are  to  add  the  assarances  of  oor  earn- 
est desire  to  see  a  perfect  good  onderaianding 
between  dM  two  natioae  restored  :  aad  to  use 
afl«itherterBNofcivtiMy,  wbiah  may  be  prDj^er 
jiftaornanie. 

When  $9tofifol«ed  totmat  wididietoinisieri 
at  dd^poaity  yea  wtM  begin,  by  acqoaiiittng 
thadi,  that  we  iNMre  -directed  and  iaipowerei 
yeutocoadada  aad  eaeeuto  the  eonventiod 
ftir  a  getwral  saspensiea  of  «rmk  by  sea  and 
land,  between  us  and  Francb  and  ^aia ;  Aod 
we  do  hereby  aodiorisb  yon  accordingly  to  agree 
to  d»  saase  for  two^  for  three,  or  fimr  modtfas^ 
er  ta '  ceaiiaae  k  till  the  ccudasion  of  tbd 
pdR<»» 

Bu^  wbeieas  we  have  not  yet  received  satis* 
hoti^n  irt  those  demands  which  we  have  tfaoa|bt 
it  io  toAke  in  the  behalf  of  the  deke  of  S&Voy  ; 
And  whereas  the  sectlMent  df  the  term  fot  thd 
saspenaion  of  arttis  mast  in  great  oHRisare  hd 
governed  by  tbe  titde,  which  the  edtdplete^  ex- 
eetldba  of  die  article  ibr  pfevs^iiig  the  Union 
of  tfa^  tfi^  ffioiMrchies  of  Frftiice  and  Spaih^ 
wiH  r«|tiire:  yoa  kre  therefore,  before  you  dign 
tbe  eoflveatioa  aforetaid,  to  etpect  positive 
assaranees  diet  the  terms  which  we  demand  of 
fraace  alid  9p<dn  rball  bb  rMtdt  good  to  bk 
royal  ki^Mto,  and  as  far  forth  as  pos^ble  to 
adjust  and  determine  the  forinl  of  the  several 
rkranbiadoito  tind  settl^efits. 

As  to  th^  barrier  whidi  hk  royal  bighoesi 
demends  luid  judges  aeeMaary  for  his  security 
on  the  side  of  Frande,  you  are  not  required  to 
iaskt  to  bave  thos^  articles  i<Dtnediat€fly  granted 
vrtfiob  have  beeri  Miheilo  pereitiptorily  refused 
by  bk  most  thrkti^n  majesty;  nop  on  the 
ddi^r  hand,  are  yoa  to  agree  to  any  thing 
whieh  toay  ibreClOse  the  duke  of  Savoy  from 
aegottieting  for  himself.  Thk  point  we  chuse  to 
leAve  to  be  settled  between  tbe  two  powers 
oonceiitod,  but  yoii-wltl  not  fail  Co  recom-( 
mend  to  the  French  mlhkterii  to  hstten  the 
doftdusicM  bf  it,  insinuating  to  them  that 
dttmgb  ysrti  ^ao  agr«ia  to  dK  stispeniion  of  ahni 
#kbout  w<aidrtg  t6  have  thk  barrier  intirety 
mjSMi  yet  liiat  yoti  do  not  imagine  thei^e 
Will  b6  ttey  j^dskbditjp  of  prevailing  oH  us  to 
dgd  the  ftue  vridi  Fnduiei  bUd  Sfmi  iMlM 
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faHtAtkfactfoii  W  prnm  to  hi»  royal  iMbimt, 
and  unlets  we  can  tske  U»  mlong  wMh  tn  m 
Uie  fUing  iharMf. 

There  seems  to  be  little  or  no  diffettaoe  be- 
Aween  what  bat  been  proposed  frem  bance^  and 
what  ii  agreed  to  on  the  part  of  France,  oon- 
ceming  tbe  rtcht  te  be  etuUisbed  in  tbe  duke 
of  Safoj  and  bit  chtldreQ,  imuaediataly  after 
Pbibp  and  hit  diildten,  lo  tbetttcoettion  to  the 
crown  of  Spain  and  tbe  West  Indies. 

You  ai«  therefore  to  have  tbisaitide  s^ain 
etpiainedy  and  to  bring  it  as  near  as  possible  to 
the  terms  made  ose  of  in  tbe  meaonal  drawn 
by  tbe  count  de  Maffti  upon  this  fubject. 

Ceoceraing  tbe  cession  of  Sicily,  yon  are  to 
insist  that  ift  be  made  in  tbe  manner  demanded 
by  ns ;  and  that  this  act,  as  well  as  tbosene- 
cessary  on  the  precedent  head,  be  inished  at 
tbe  same  time  as  tbe  renunciations  and  settle- 
nents  of  thecrowntof  France  and  Spaia  sbaK 
be  made. 

You  are  to  refuse  to  consent  tode^  the 
actual  surrender  of  this  island  to  his  royal  high- 
ness till  the  general  peace;  But  yon  are  at 
liberty  to  agree  that  be  shall  not  take  potses- 
fion  thereof,  until  hit  and  our  peace  Hi^"*^^ 
with  France  and  Spain.  In  other  respects, 
you  will  bring  thit  article  likewise  at  near  as 
possible  to  tbe  terms  made  ok  of  by  the  oooAt 
de  Ma65ei  in  hit  memorial. 

It  teems  too  indifferent  to  either  side,  whe- 
ther a  formal  suspension  of  arms  jbe  agreed  to 
between  France  and  Savoy,  er  not  to  have  thit 
matter  much  intitted  on ;  and  there  maf  be 
some  reasons  why  in  prudence  the  doka  of 
Savoy's  accommodation  should  be  yet  a  while 
concealed.  You  will  therefore  have  the  lets 
regard  to  this  point,  and  treat  for  his  royal  high- 
Doss,  upon  tbe  supposition  and  oondition«/of  bit 
coming  into  the  peace  when  we  shall  ^  so. 
And  whereat  it  hat  been  turmited  tbaihis  royal 
higboess  might  think  of  exchanglnit  Sicily 
for  some  other  territories  contiguous  to  hisown, 
which  would  by  no  meant  be  agreeable  to  our 
detigo,  or  to  the  interetts  of  our  kingdoms ;  you 
may  therefore  consent  to  an  article  to  prevent 
the  exchange  or  alienation  of  this  kingdom  from 
ihe  house  of  Savoy. 

*^  As  to  the  second  ^int  which  yea  are  to  adr 
}ust,  aft  far  ibrth  as  ii  post ibie,  we  have  direct* 
ed  what  has  been  prepared  by  the  ciMliaas 
upon  ihlsxubjf'ct,  to  be  put  into  your  hajndt; 
of  which  ^ou  will  make  the  best  ute.jKHi  are 
#ble,  and  you  wiU  endeavour  to  agre^  the  ae- 
veral  fonx^s  in  tuch  ulanuer,  and.  to .  concert 
such  niea&urea  for  (he  dispatch  of  them,  that 
%hen  U)^  persons  whom  we  shall  thiftk  fit  to 
appoint  to  he  witnesses  of  these  r^unciatiooB 
and  ftettlementty  shall  arrive. in.  France  and 
Spain,  thi^re  mi^  be  at  httle  room  as  pofsible 
left  f<T  ditpute  or  deUy. 

The  most  chrtvtian  king  belAg.  very  earoctt 
to  obtain  somp  advantageous  conditions  fer  Uie 
late  elector  of  Bavaria ;  you  are  to  infqrm  the 
French  ministers,  that  we  shaU  readily  agree  to 
have  this  prince  reOored  to  all  which  be  en* 
joy#(i  in  ibe  .e|ppir%  eao^t  bit  xank  of  £m 


ckotor,  and  except  the  Upper  PdaCiMile,  beib 
which  are  to  remain  and  betang  lo  tbe  elector 
Palatine.  We  think  this  a  siifiicieat  oeaces- 
tion  on  our  part  in  favoar  of  the  prince  abota- 
mentineed, 'who  besng  in  •possraaioa  ofNs- 
mnr»  Lmftmbarg,  Cbarleroy,  and  *NewpgR, 
ose  may  be  made  thereof  io  the  geocral  treatj 
af  peace:  and  he  may  have  an  oppitanitj 
there,  in  exchange  for  these  plaeee  «ih1  ooaa- 
tries,  to  obtain  8ometbio|  £artber  ier  bin- 
self. 

You  may  however,  if  yon  shall  find  it  ibr 
oor  service,  consent  on  our  part,  that  lie  bare 
tbe  kingdom  of  Sardinia  yielded  to  bim ;  for 
the  obtaining  whereof,  tbe  pomession  jntf 
now  mentioned  seems  to  be  aa  adeqvate  seca- 
rity* 

In  treating  of  the  several  matters  entrested 
to  yoor  maaagemeut,  yon  are  to  baaeetpeciai 
care  to  avoid  entangbag  os  in  any  new  engage- 
meats;  and  for  tbat  purpose,  yo«~areto  sij 
aodto  repeat,  that  we  sboU  wilbngly  coter  into 
tbe  comnMNi  guaaanteci  for  sappartMig  that 
settlement  of  Europe  which  shall  beetiabhsbed 
by  tbe  general  peace  ;  but  that  we  wdl-aot  be 
tied  down  to  any  atipubtioo  which  mayobiiae 
ut  to  make  war,  and  eapeciaUy  wish  oar  ii 
allies,  in  order  to  proonre  this-  aettlnaeeb  Ic 
is  advantage  enoagh  to  Frsnce  ymt  theooadaot 
of  oar  alliee  has  imle  tt  reasonable,,  jaat,  aad 
even  necessary  for  as  to  witbdmw  ounebcs  oat 
oftbe  preecntwar. 

.  After  you  shaU  have  received  snttwat  sa- 
tisfitu:tion  in  all  the  points  bc^Hv  mentioaed, 
yon  may  proceed  to  speak  to  such  artioles  as 
relate  particularly  to  tbe  intetests  of  Great 
Britain,  and  endeavour  to  have  aocb  of  tbam, 
as  there  may  appear  to-  he  any  deobt  doo- 
otfniag,  exphuoed  in  tbe  naoot  advaotafsaes 
manner. 

Yon  wiU  likMrise  do- jpour  best  <•  disoover 
upon  the  aeveral  .ports  ofiabe^ftAeffal  plaaof 
peace,  irhat-the  Beal.ttltimatomof.AaBne^H7 
.be ;  aad  upon  thit  b«sd  jMMt^im  to  aayvtbat 
when  we  shall  oondode  oar  treaty,  it  may  be 
e«pe(l»an(4o.fis<a  time  foi'jibeaMieB  to'Oamain. 
Dlmingr  wtob#'.onff#>vd  oftaca  abatt  be  ma- 
ployed  ,to'«oo»np)e  the  di^Mrtes.  which  ^m^ 
arisei  .and  to  reader  tbe  peace  geacML.  Art 
wa  ..sbaH HOtdo  lany  thinriibe  imposing  the 
s«lica»e.  oAred  ay  FnauDtapon  oar.attias^ 
■qr jM>arringAhsiii  farom  tbe  liberty  mi  fodea^ 
vimriMgto  <abtosn  smU  better  terms  foc>hf 
sebiet.  ■    :  '    ,    - 

.  When  Tou  fball  have  condaded  tb^csaw* 
t«o«  for4ba  siMpeasienofarm^  youway  dis- 
pat!^  fta.enr  traity  ^and  veil  bs^vattMr  isfaa 
J«»nit>»kiHgbt,  ofMradmM. -aadscoMBsadsr 
in  chiaf  of  o«ir  4«^  ia  tbeModitoNaean,  to 
otar  trusty  and  well  beloved  William  C^tetwy  ad 
esqtiiff%,»yr  envat^  fgltsidioafy  to.  tbts  Mjpbb- 
lic  of  Oenoa»  sad  to^tbe  oammiinjer  sa icbsef ef 
our  tfotpt  in  Gstolonis^'OOf  erdaa^  wbisb  ass 
btrffwich^ral^  ittto  your  bandb;^  aad -nl-Uiefaam 
timeyou-vire^iMMioert  witbtbatoiaiBmmsf 
Fnuioe,  not  only  tbsenfc  retract  4 
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juajesty  shtll  tbttik^t  Co  wkhAaw  tbtsm,  but 
also  the  marcb  of  the  Portuguese  troope^  which 
are  now  serriag  there,  back' to  their  own  x;oQn- 

■  We  have  likewise  ordersd  fifty  passes  sigoed 
hf  fis  in  blaok,  to  be  pot  into  your  bandt,  which 
you  will  exchange  against  tke^  like  number,  as 
soon  as  the  suspension  shall  be  agreed;  And 
you  may  -aoqo&int  the  French  ministers  that 
xttore  will  be  sent  from  hence  by  every  oppor- 
fanity.  Given  at  our  court' at  Windsor  Cnstle, 
July  Sly  1712,  in  the  lltb  year  of  -our  reign. 


No.  36.. 


Hague,  June  5, 1712,  JV;  5. 

'  MadMu ;  After  all  the  proofs  which  your 
omjasty  has  given  during  the  course  of  your 
^hinoos  reign,  of  your  great  zeal  for  the  poblic 
^pod,  aodofyoar  twiherenoe  to  the  comaK»n 
eanseof  the  high  allies^  after  so  nnany  marks 
yoo  have  bad  the  goadMSs  to  give  ns  of  your 
tsnder^a£fectif>n,  and  of  your  ftiendsbip  to  our  re- 
.  pablic,  and  after  the  repeated  assorances'yoo 
1mit«  given  as,  and  diatvery  lataiy  too^  of  yotir  in- 
tenooDSy'tbat  your  troops  aheuld  act  against  the 
common  enemy,  until  tbe  war  was  concluded 
by  a  f  cneral  peace:  it  is  impossible  we  should 
aot  be  surprised  and  afflicted  by  two  declara- 
tions we  have  lately  received  one  after  another, 
in  the  name  of  your  majesty;  the  first  by  tbe 
dnke  of  Ormond,  your  general,  that  be  could 
andertake  nothing-  vritbout  new  orders  from 
yon;  the  other  by  thtf  bishop  of  Bristol,  your 
pissipoieotiary  to  the  eongress  at  Utrecht; 
tfasit  your  asi^ty  perceiiriag  that  we  did  not 
aaswuf  as  we  ought  the  proposal  which  you 
bad  nMde  us,  ami  that  we  would  not  act  in 
ooocett  with  your;  ministers,  on-  tlta  eabjeot  of 
peace,  you  wonld  take  your  measmres  apart ;  and 
that  yoodid  not  look  upon  yoorself  to  be  now 
■mier  any  cbhgatiao  whatever  with  ^rasptct  to 
■a.    ■■  -     ■ 

.  ih»aoon  aawehadttoiiae-of  tbosedackuft* 
tioosy  weacat  urders  to^enr  iiiiBisfar<  v«ho  has 
tbe  honour  to  nsMe  at  yoaf  maJMty^a  comt,  fo 
Mpreaaotlo  yaotbe  reaioM  of  ^m  auqme, 
mmd  the  -ooasaqaeiieas  of  >«base  j  ^ledanitiont, 
jHid  to  request  yoo  w«th  that  reMeot  wbich-  we 
idmiys  had,  and  wlaeh  we  ehalt  for  ever  miw- 
taia far  yoar  royal  person,  tbai  yoa  givvotber 
orders  to  the  dake  of  Ormond,  that  be  may 
«at  with  all  pontble  vigoiir,  aatottlUigto  tbe 
<Bttgeaca  of  tbe  wot^.^mI  that  year  nMJtrty 
wo«d  bare  the  goadoass  to  enttfitaia  other 
iiiiiiiiiWia>or  nsy  than  those  wMob  tbe  bishop 
•f  BriMollsM  declarisd  to  ottr^  ptenii^MeBtiaries 
•s  Utrecfat« 

>  Bt  tha  morearaooasiJer  those^dedaratioita, 
Ibaanoraimpertaiit  we  find  them,  and  the  more 
asa.apprebind  the  eaaatqiienocs t  ^Hhtwidrt 
ara.coeld  net  forteat  applying  aarsetkes  by 
tys.toetar>difleoily  to  yettr  ttajesty^  ftioping  that 
jon  win  C0iiai4ar  it,  aa*  wa  proMise  oorseWes 
fe»eully  botb  Itaiii'y^ii^giHMM'firadettce^fttd 


wisdom,  and  from  your  so  much  famed  zeal  for 
the  public  welfare ;  particularly  from  yoor 
usual  friendship  and  affection  for  us  and  our 
republic. 

We  protest  before  all  things,  that  as^  we  ever 
had  a  true  friendship,  as  well  as  the  highest  res- 
pect fbr  your  majesty,  and  a  sincere  afieetion 
to  all  your  interests,  with  an  earnest  desire  to 
Hve  in  a  perfect  good  understanding  and  union 
with  you  :  we  have  still  the  same'  sentiments, 
and  sMl  alwsys  preserve  them,  wishing  for 
nothing'  more,  than  to  be  able  to  give  your  ma« 
jesty  tbe  most  convincing  prooft  <n  it. 

Aha  this,  we  pray  your  majestjf  to  consider, 
according  tq  TOur  great  penetration,  whether 
we  hare  not  just  ground  to  be  surprised,  when 
we  see  a  stop  put,  by  an  onler  in  your  majest/s 
naitfe^  withoat  oor  knowledge,  to  the  operations 
of  the  confederate  army,  the  finest  and  strong- 
est which  perhaps  has  been  in  the  field  during^ 
the  whole  cburse  of  the  war,  and  proTided  witii 
all  necessluries  to  act  with  vi^ur ;  and  this 
afteiT  I  hey  had  marched,  according  to  the  reso- 
lution taken  in  concert  with  yoor  majesty's  ge- 
neral, almost  up  to  the  enemy,  with  a  great 
supeiiority  both  as  tb  tbe  number  and  goodness 
of  troops,  and  animated  with  a  noble  courage 
and  aeal  to  acquit  themselves  bravely  ;  so  that 
in  all  human  apt»earance,  and  with  the  divine 
assistance,  whicfi  we  have  experienced  so  visi- 
bly on  so  many  other  occasions,  we  should 
have  been  able,  either  by  battle  or  sieges,  to 
gain  great-advantages  over  the  enemy,  to  have 
bettered  the  affairs  of  the  allies,  and  to  fadli* 
tate  the  negotiations  of  peace. 

We  flatter  ourselves  mdeed  with  the  hopes' 
wbich  the  duke  of  Ormond  has  given  us,  that 
in  a  few  days  he  expects  other  orders ;  but  in 
tha  mean  time  we  are  sorry  to  see  one  of  tbe 
finest  opportunities  lost,  being  uncertain  whe- 
ther we  shall  have  another  so  favourable,  sinoe 
tha  enemy  have  time  given  tbem  to  fortify  tbem- 
selves  and  take  their  precautions,  wbile  the 
army  of  the  allies  lies  stiH  wit  hoot  action ;  and- 
consuming^ie  forage  all  round,  deprive  iben>- 
selves  of  the  means  of  subsisting  for  time  to 
Come,  in  those  places,  where  by  cdncert,  tbe 
operations  of  tne  campaign  were  designed  V 
wbicbmay  make  such  enterprrzes  impossible 
bereafter,  as  were  practicable  now,  and  con«^ 
scqaentiy  render  the  whole  campaign  rnisuo^ 
cessful,  to  the  inestimable  prejudice  of  the 
common  cause  of  the  high  allies.    "" 

Certainly  when  We  con^der  tbd  army,  as  it 
really  is  composed  of  tbe  troops  of  your  ma- 
jesty and  tbe  other:  a&iea,  joined  together  by 
common  concert,  to  act  ftr  the  greatest  ad- 
vantage and  furtherance  of  tbe  common  cause, 
and  the  assurances  which  yeur  majesty  had 

g'ven  us  by  your  letters,  by  vour  ministers,  and 
St  of  all,  by  your  general  the  duke  o(  Or^- 
mond,  of  yoar  intemions,  that  your  troops 
sbooid  be  ordered  to  act  ^itb  thetr  usual  vS^ 
gonr,  as  well  as  the  engagements  into  which 
your  majesty  is  entered,  not  only  with  respe<^ 
to  tis  but  also  separately  and  jointly  with  us,  in 
fcspecttotbeottieraUief^Uverydifficqit  fot 
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M  to  conjf  ctor*  and  conoeiT^  bow  an  ordar^ 
MBrejttdioid  to  tlie  common  cause,  gnrao  to 
soadenljr  without  our  knowledge^  aod  uadoybt- 
adijT  too  without  the  knowledge  of  the  other 
allies*  caa  agcee  a&d  coasitt  with  the  natora  of 
an  alUaQOOi  and  with  thoie  asiuraoces  and  aa- 
ga|Micntsju8t  now  mentioned.  For  though 
accurdiog  Co  the  declaration  of  the  bishop  of 
Bristol,  jfour  majeely  holds  yourself  to  be  dit* 
engaged  from  every  obligatioa  with  regard  to 
ufly  it  is  plain  that  the  matter  now  in  qoestian« 
as  not  our  particular  interest  or  advaataaey  but 
that  of  all  the  allies,  who  will  suffer  by  iha 
prejudice  whioh  aa  order,  so  little  especlady 
■Mist  needs  bring  to  the  common  cause. 

But,  madam,  we  cannot  forbear  telling  yoer 
nti^ijf  that  the  declaration  made  by  the 
bishop  of  Briatol  at  Utrecht  has  no  less  sur- 
prised US|  than  that  of  the  dukeof  Onnoad  in 
(he  army.  It  appears  to  us  so  eatcaordinaiyi 
that  we  knew  not  how  to  reooacile  k  with  the 
i|pest  goodness  and  kindness  which  jour  ma- 
jesty, hai  always  honoured  us  with  |  and  not 
being  able  to  conceive  how  suoh  a  sudden 
change  could  hap^n  with  raspeet  ta  us  ^  we 
are  not  only  surprtsad,  bat  afflictiBd  at  it.  We 
have  eareAilly  ewimlhed  oorconducti  aad  find, 
netbing  in  it  that  can  have  given  ground  to 
tint  dissitisftotioa  which  your  flsaicity  ex* 
presses  with  us  by  tbis  deolanuion. 

From  the  very  first  day  that  your  nai^est^ 
ascended  the  tbroae,  we  testified  all  the  de- 
^rcnce  thai  yon  eoald  desire  from  a  state  in 
iriendkhip  ami  alliaaee  witli  yon.  We  care« 
folly  sought  after  your  aiaity  and  afieetioo;  aad 
eooeidenag  the  hs^py  effects,  which  a  good  intel- 
Bgance^  ha^ony,  aiid  oniony  betwiit  Y<mr  aoi* 
jesty  aad  ue,  and  tkt  two  nations,  ralgbc  pro*- 
4moef  aod  have  reaUv  produced,  aad  the  ad- 
vantaae  whteh  resulted  from  thence  to  beth^ 
as  weU  as  to  the  ooaooMMi  cause  of  all  iha  ai» 
fies,  we  made  it  ear  bosioess  heartily  to  caki- 
vete  them,  aad  more  and  more  to  .gain  yeor 
Majesty *s  conldeUoe,  and  te  conform  euatlvai 
to  yoof  eeniimeaSs  as  much  as  poiwh^  we 
couldi 

We  think  thf*  we  gave  a  signal  proof  of 
tihb,  panicubriy  with  regard  to  tba  nig^otiatiens 
ef  peace,  nnec  not  only  af^er  we  were  iufuimad 
ef  the  conferences  formerly  held  in  Cag|laud 
upon  this  rabjeot,  wt  did  expect  that  year  mm^ 
jntj  woaM  grve  us  an  aooount  ef  tkemt  hav* 
ing  this  firm  confidence  in  your  firieodship  for 
our  rtpablic,  and  in  your  ical  for  the  goad  of 
tin  common  caose^  that  nothing  weuhl  be 
done  td  ptejudioe  ns  and  the  other  allies ;  bat 
also  Vrlian  yoar  mtjesty  cemmalnoMad  se  ot 
the  jpreKounfiry  articles  signed  by  M.  M esaa^ 
gar  m  £nghind»  ami  whan  you  prepoeid  to  as 
ftecaUia^asd  holding  a  ooagress  mr  a  ^eaersl 


pedct,  aad  reqaiied  of  as  to  grant,  for  this  end| 
aeoeslary  passports  fortheenamy^  mmlitarBi 
vn  iMaawrod  te  it,  though  wehad  anmy  reasons 
whi^  So  as  teemed  very  wi^  grouaded,  neiio 
aatar  into  such  a  tiaaty  without  a  batter  foaad* 
aiioa,  or  at  least  wicheut  Cha  eoacaimtiet  of 
lke«yi«r  alttsa:  bm  wa  prafefied  y#at  «m« 


jes^saaatiuMaUtoQQrew^  in  ardar  la  fiat 
yon  a  new  ppoof  of  eur  deforaaca. 

We  did  no  leas  with  respea  to  the  difficul- 
ties which  were  started  on  the  subject  of  tiM 
trca^  of  mutual  guaranty  for  tka  taooes- 
sien  of  the  Protestaal  Une  to  year  m^aety's 
kinadnms,  and  fiwr  oar  banier  ;  a  traaiy  ef 
socli  importance  tn  the  two  nationa^  that  wa 
look  upon  it  as  the  stroi^est  tie  that  ooaid  be 
thought  oa  to  unite  for  ever  the  hearta  and  m* 
terestsof  both,  oaadaded  after  the  maiwcsi 
deliberatiea,  and  ratified  on  both  sides  ia  the 
most  aathentio  fi>rm :  for  though  we  aiight 
have  stood  to  the  treaty  as  it  waa,  yet  we  en- 
tered into  a  negotiation  upon  those  difficulties, 
and  particularly  on  the  point  of  the  Asaeaio, 
conoernini  which  we  gave  oar  plenipotentiaries 
such  instructions,  that  we  no  Unger  doubted 
bat  ell  the  diffionkies  would  have  beeaa4}aMed 
te  mutual  coaient,  and  that  we  should  therely 
hai%  iatkelr  regaiaed  your  mijeati's  coaa- 
daace»  aod  the  rMar»  beoause  ia  the  iiat  pkc^ 
whea  the  aseetiag  of  a  ceag^esa  for  a  gaaarai 
peace  wat.in  hand,  yoar  miyat^  declared  te 
us  by  your  ambassador,  that  voa  desired  no 
aM>re  than  our  coacarreaoa  in  that  siagle  pehit» 
and  this  an^  mark  of  eur  eoafidaaae,  aad  that 
then  yeo  weak!  give  us  Strang  aad  n^  piao6 
of  yonr  afieotien  tewi^  itt,  aad  of  year  up* 
tightinteiKiaas  with  respect ta  the  rwamasnrsnst 
of  allthe  aUies;  aad  that  afterward^  whea 
the  diffieokies  iboui  the  succession  and  the  har- 
rier were  laised,  yeer  asajesty  did  likewise  as- 
sure us,  that  if  we  woaM  remit  seasetfaiDgapea 
the  most  essential  peiats,  aad  particalarly 
about  the  aiur  of  the  Assieare,  it  woald  be 
the  tree  Way  to  r^^establish  a  mutual  confidcaaa« 
which  baiag  esme  restored,  yoar  mafestgr  woald 
take  paiticuhtfly  to  heartthe  iotereet  of  thm 
slate,  aad  aMin  ceajnaction  with  us,  ia  tha 
whole  aagatiatiaa,  te  obtain  an 
geod,  aad  sure  peace. 

But  we  find  omaelvet  very  oraoh  out  ia 
eapaotttion;  since,  at  the  v^ 
when  we  made  the  greatest  advances  towards 
year  m^jaityy  aad  iMt  w«  did  verily  bcttave  we 
shbuM  come  te  aa  agicemeiit  aheat  the  passitt 

Straffanl  teaa 


f,  wvMv  theeailof^ 
widmot  fiaishing  diat  affirir,  wa  see  the 
stopt  m  tha  ^bagiaiing  ef  iu  oaiecr,  m 
hear  a  dechamtioB,  by  whidi  year  mniisti 
apoa  yoaraelf  to  ke  disctogtged  fiote  all 
gatiuDs  with  as  I  ftir  which  theseanas  allaitd 
are,  That  wa  have  aet  answered,  at  we  ea^ 
tha  advaneat  panr  m^petty  aiade  towards  ai, 
and  thatvra  waaM  not  act  iaceacest  with  yeai 
nanistart  ahotft  tha  ptabsi 

If  yoar  mi^esty  wdl  be  pleased  toteaai 
aAaraaialde  aqd  aqaiidbla ^e upan ear t 
duct,  we  flatter  ourselves^  and  have  a  fina  ceui 
idesieti  that  yoa  will  fiad  aethiag  ia  k^ 


ean  §0t  yea  taeh  ditadvaalagaaaa  laeat  atd 
thaaghit>  of  atf  hat  that  yen  wifftaahev^ad  dbta 
we  ln(v«  patfonnadf  mid  da  etiM  acafona,  al 
tbtt  we  aNf  howMt  to»  at  goad  aad  faitldhie^ 
ttti,  aad  pattsauhiriy  to  jour  oNdaeiy . 
WlHit«i«haff«td«k(adkyaug|bt|M*i|ihe 
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to  ipmmi^ymk  of  it,  bUtiM  mvst 
ad4,  that  iMiiaf  lawayt  •sccemtd  y«r  m»- 
jetty't  aiiectioAy  asd  a  piod  hummtj  ^tvrixe 
tke  two  iMtioiit,  M  ooe  of  tke  stroomt  sopporu 
of  our  state,  OBd  of  the  pmtostanc  VebgloD,  and  at 
6iieof  theaiosttfioctnal  BietbodBtomaintaiDaad 
•dfaiiee  oor  codm*oii  intctott*,  aod  tboao  of 
the  wliole  000  Weraoy ;  ond  tfait  iineero  opi- 
nion  being  firmly  imprmted  on  our  Keaits,  we 
were  nerer  backward  to  couuBuaicale  and 
•ooBidt  in  aH  eoafidenoo  witK  ;pofir  majesty  and 
ywT  ninistera  upon  the  tnffnm  of  tbe  peace, 
accordinc  (o  the  fouiutotioai  laid  down  m  the 
grand  alHanoe  aad  other  treaties;  we  deckare 
tiMt  we  ha\e  always  been  inelinabbe  and  ready 
10  do  H,  and  are  so  still,  a»  far  as  we  caa,  wkh- 
eat  prgodioe  to  the  other  allies,  and  withont 
departiag  from  or  acting  against  the  engage- 
ments, treaties,  and  alliances,  which  we  have 
entered  into. 

Bat,  madafls,  all  the  proposals  hitherto  made 
to  \a  npon  that  sahjeet  were  couched  in  rery 
general  terms;,  without  commanioatiflg  to  as  the 
result  of  the  negottattons  betwiit  your  majesty's 
ministers  and  those  of  France,  ner  eteo  tour 
majesty's  thoughts  aboMt  the  subject,  which-  we 
eogbt  to  hare  conoertod together;  it  is  true  that 
is  tome  of  the  last  conferences  yom*  majesty's 
ministers  demanded  to  know  whether  ours  were 
ftimished  with  a*fuU  power,  and  authorised  to 
draw  op  a  plan  for  the  peace;  but  it  had  been 
just,  be^Mre  such  a  thing  was  demanded  of  us, 
ttmt  they  should  hare  communicated  the  result 
of  tbe  negotiations  so  long  treated  of  betwixt 
your  OMgesty's  ministers  and  those  of  the  ene- 
my ;  or  at  leas^  they  shoidd  hare  told  us  your 
m^esty's  thoughts. 

Had  that  plan  related  onhr  to  yoar  majesty*s 
interests  and  ours,  we  should  perhaps  hare  been 
in  tbe  wrong  not  to  hare  forthwith  come  into 
it,  though  eren  in  that  case  the  a6iiir  would 
not  hare  been  without  its  difficulties,  since  the 
least  notice  of  it  wbith  should  hare  come  to 
the  enemy  must  hare  been  rery  prgudicial ; 
but^ae  the  pHio  in  qtiestion  concerned  tbe  in^ 
(ferest  of  all  the  allies,  and  aHnOst  all  Europe, 
we  bad  rery  strong  apprehensions,  that  as  tbe 
particular  negotiations  betwixt  your  majesty^s 
ministers  and  those  of  France,  atid  the  readi* 
ness*  with  which  we  i:on8ented  to  the  congress 
at  Utrecht,  and  to  the  giring  of  passports  to  the 
enemy's  mmisters,  had  already  occasioned 
ibuooaaoe  of  suspicions  and  moch  uneasiness 
to  his  imperial  miyesty  aod'the  other  fdKea ;  ^nre 
my,  we  apprehend  that  his  imperial  majestr 
and  tlie  Cither  allies  cominr  to  know  (which 
would  hare  been  rery  difficult  to  conceal  from 
them)  die  coocett  betwixt  your  m»}esty*s  mi- 
nistert  and  ours  for  a  plan  of  peace,  and  that 
before  the  minister  of  France  had  giren  a  spe- 
dfic  answer  to  the' demands  of  the  allies,  their 
Msaioions  andutieasiiiess  would  haVe  increased^ 
and  that  way  of  proceeding  might  hare  giren 
diem  ground  to  entertain  prejudicial  thoughts, 
as  if  it  had  been  the  intentioa  of'yoor  majesty 
and  us  to  abandon  the  grand  alliance  and  the 
Common  caofei^or  at  hast  that  we  alwie  took 
9 


aaonvi  to  detawMBa  the  fiHa  ofiitthaaih« 
alliea;  by  which  his  tinpaNal majcaty  «i^l  the 
ether  coaiadaratas  BMght  haae  bens  pushed  oa 
to  separata  maasares,  and  ta  take  saeh  steps  as 
would  be  no  F^ys  agreeable  to-  yaur  BM^esty's 
iotetest  nor  outs. 

Wa  thoaghc  these  reaaans  stnmg  eaough 
to  justify  our  conduct  to  your  majesty  oa  this 
head,  and  iTwa  did  not  enter,  with  aH  the  rea- 
diaass  which  you  sught  hare  wished  for,  into 
the  ooifceH  propose^  wa  hope  that  at  most 
your  majesty  will  look  upon  our  backwardaesi 
only  as  aa  excess  of  prudence,  or  of  sonpl^ 
and  not  in  -the  least  as  a  want  of  confidents  ia 
your  m^«My,  while  the  aHies  ailght  hare  consi^ 
dered  it  as  a  departing  from  the  treaties,  and 
parficohiily  from  the  eighth  article  of  Che  gramt 
alliance:  we  also  hope  that  your  majesty  (for 
the  reasons  here  alleged)  wilt  lay  aside  Uiose 
hard  thoughts  of  us,  as  if  we  had  net  answered^ 
as  we  oofbt,  the  adrances  which  your  majastjf 
made  tbwardi  as,  and  that  we  would  not  act  ia 
concert  with  your  mimsters  upon  the  subject  of 
the  peace.  But,  madam,  thotigh  yovr  majesty 
should  tiet  acquiesce  in  oor  reasotm  (of  wl^ict^ 
hdwerer,  we  cannot  doubts  we  pray  youa  ma- 
jesty to  consider  whether  ttiat  be  sufijcient  for 
your  majesty  to  think  that  you  are  disengaged 
from^l  obligations  wich  respect  to  us. 

Had  we  acted  ggatnst,  i»d  omitrarened  th^ 
engagements  and  treaties  which  we  had  the 
honour  to  conclude  with  your  majesty,  we  mi^ht 
bare  expected  fh>m  your  goodness  and  justice 
that  you  would  bare  represented  those  contra* 
rentions  to  us,  and  not  hare  looked  upon  your* 
self  to  be  disencaged  till  such  time  ^s  we  had 
refused  to  giro  sll  necessary  redress;  but  as  we 
did  no  ways  engage  to  enter  with  your  majest]^ 
into  a  concert,  to  draw  op  a  plan  of  peace, 
without  the  participation  of  the  other  members 
of  the  grand  alliance,  the  backwardness  we  hare 
shewn  ppoo  that  head  cannot  be  looked  upon 
as  a  cootrarention  of  our  easements,  ^ nd 
therefore  cannot  serre  to  disengage  your  ma* 
jesty  from  yours,  with  respect  to  us ;  since  we 
are  rerily  persuaded  that  we  hare  fblly  ansirep* 
ed  aH  our  treaties,  and  all  our  alliances,  both 
with  your  majes^  and  with  tbe  high  allies  in 
genera),  and  that  we  hare  done  more  in  this 
present  war  than  coidd  in  justice  and  equity 
hare  been  expected  from  us;  all  the  difference 
betwixt  your  majesty  and  us  an  this  point  is  no 
more,  if  rightly  considered,  thi^i  a  disparity  of 
sentinkenty. 

lit  truth,  madam,  if  for  suoh  a  cause  befwfxt 
potentates  allied  and  unitea  together  by  the 
strongest  and  strictest  ties  of  alliance,  interest, 
and  religion,  any  one  of  those  potentates  |bou!d 
quit  all  their  engagements,  aod  disengage 
Hieamelr^  from  all  their  obhlealiDnS,  there  is 
no  tie  so  strong  which  rn^y  not  be  broke  at  any 
time,  and  we  know  of  no  engagements  that 
coold  b^  relied  on  in  time  to  come. 

We  assure  ourselres,  that  when  your  majesty 
considers  the  consequences,'  yoa  will  not  per- 
sist fn  the  declaration  which  the  bishop  of 
Bristol  has  made ;  we  beseech  you  with  aH  the 
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respect,  and  all  the  MroaitQess  of  wbicb  we 
are  capable,  that  you  would  noe;  and  aW  that 
you  would  be  pleased  to  revoke  tbe  order  s^iveo 
to  tbe  duke  of  Ormood,  if  it  be  not  revoked  al- 
ready>  ai^d  tbatyou  would  authorixe  him  to  act 
according  to  occurrences,  and  as  tbe  exigency 
of  tbe  war  and  tbe  advaocement  of  the  conmon 
cause  shall  require. 

We  also  request  you,  roadara,  to  communi- 
cate to  us  the  result  of  the  conferences  betwixt 
your  ministers  and  those  of  tbe  enemy,  or  4it 
least  your  thoughts  upon  the  peace ;  and  we 
will  endeavour  to  give  your  majesty  all  imagina- 
ble proofr  of' our  deference  for  your  sentiments, 
«ud  of  our  sincere  desire  to  preserve  your,  valu- 
able friendship  as  much  as  we  can,  without 
acting  contrary  to  the  faiih  of  the  engagements 
into  which  we  have  entered  by  treaties  and  al« 
fiances  with  your  majesty  and  other  potentates. 

We  are  firmly  persuaded,  that  it  is  not  your 
majesty's  intention  jn  toy  manner  to  break 
them,  since  you  have  always  been  of  tlit  same 
opinion  with  us  and  the  other  allien  that  a  good 
union  betwixt  tbe  allies,  not  only  during  the  pre-; 
sent  war,  but  also^fter  the  peace  shall  be  con- 
claded,  is,  and  always  will  be,  the  most  solid, 
and  even  the  only  method  to  preserve  .the  li- 
berty and  independency  of  all  together,  and  of 
ievery  one  in  particular,  against  the  great  power 
of  France. 

We  expect  also,  that  after  having  given  such 

treat  and  signal  proofs  of  your  wisdom,  of  your 
rmness^  and  of  your  zeal,  for  the  support  of  the 
common  cause,  your  majesty  will  hot  now 
take  such  resolutions  as  may  oe  prejudicial  to 
us  and  the  otlier  allies ;  but  that,  in  order  to  ob- 
tain an  honourable,  sure,  and  general  peace, 
you  will  pursue  the  same  methods,  and  keep 
to  tlte  same  maxims,  which  you  formerly  bela, 
and  which  Almighty  God  bath  ble^^  in  so  re- 
markable a  manner  by  victories  and  great 
events,  which  will  render  the  glory  of  your  ma- 
jesty's reign  iinitiortal.         , 

We  again  renew  to  your  majesty  the  assu* 
ranees  .of  our  high  and  perfect  esteem  for  your 
person  and  friendship,  as  also  of  our  intentions 
and  sincere  desires  to  entertain  with  your  ma- 
jesty tl^  same  good  correspondence,  hacmonyy 
and  union,  as  before,  and  to  cultivate  the  same 
betwixt  the  two  nations^  as  far  as  it  shall  lie  in 
our  power;  and  we  pray  your  majesU  to  pre- ' 
serve  likewise  for  us  and  our  republic  your 
former  aflfection.  We  refer  for  tbe  rest  to  what 
the  Si^ur  Van  Borsele,our  envoy  extraordinary, 
has  fhfther  to  say  to  your  majesty  on  this  sub- 
ject.   And  pray  the  Almighty,  &c 


No,  sr. 

FmtatHbkau,  Aug.  «1,  N.'S.  iri«. 

My  Lord ;  I  left  Calais  on  Monday,  accord- 
ing to  wlwt  I  writ  ^o  your  lordship  from  that 
place,  and  proceeded  on  my  journey  to  Paris, 
where  I  arrived  about  six  o'clock,  Wednesday 
in  the  evening.  On  the  road  I  took  all  possi- 
ble precautions  to  conceal  my  oamei  and  to 


avoid  all  sort  of  ceremony,  by  itopistng  to  n^ 
fresh  myself  as  little  ns  possible,  aiid  wii^i  1 
did  stop,  bydiusittgto  do  it  out  of  th«  gmc 
towns.  My  care  w«a,  however,  in  a  great  net- 
sure  fruitleta;  and  they  did  their  utnaost  ia  tbe 
places  through  which  I  passed,  to  shew  tfaes 
respects  to  tbe  queea ;  so  that  I  arnved  at  lent 
as  much  fatigued  with  compliment  as  tirc4 
with  my  journey. 

Soon  after  I  got  out  of  my  c^ise,  a  geotlesaa 
came  to  me  from  Madame  de  Croissy,  broagbt 
her  coach,  invited  me4o  supper,  and  told  aie 
thai  M.  de  Turcy  was  coming  post  frooi  Foo- 
tainbleau  to  meet  me.  In  eflbct  I  bad  not  been 
long  at  the  Hotel  de  Croisu  beibre  he  arrived. 
There  was  no  resisting  his  importunities,  as  well 
aa  his  motlier's,  and  I  was  mrced  to  continue 
with  them  during  my^tay  at  Paris.  Ia  tbett 
two  d^ys  I  lust  no  time,  but  pursued  her  ma- 
jesty's instructions  with  all  tlie  application  I 
am  master  of;  and  1  humbly  hope  that  I  have 
been  $o  bappy  as  to  answer  the  parpoaea  for 
whicl^  she  sent  me  hithtf . 

We  began  with  the  interests  of  tbe  doke  of 
Savoy ;  irom  whence  the  principal  ubstfcie  to 
the  conclusion  of  tbe  suspensioo  of  arms  ^y  kea 
and  land  arose,. aud  after  some  oontesiatlou 
have  adjusted  them  in  this  manner. 

Tbe  right  of  tliis  prince  and  of  bis  fiunily  to 
the  crown  of  Spain  and  .the  Indies,  after  Philip 
and  his  descendants,  is  to  be  substituted  in  the 
same  act^  and  at  the  same  time,  as  tbe  several 
renunciations  and  settlements  are  made,  de- 
clared, aud  condrmed,  which  are  necessary  to 
accomplish  the  article  for  preventing  the  union 
of  the  two  monarchies. 

M.  de  Torcy  endeavoured  to  leave  this  point 
more  loose,  and  .either  to  deier  securing  tl}« 
succession  of  the  House  of  Savoy,  or  at  least 
not  to  establish  it  in  the  same  acts  as  are  to  pass 
on  the  other  occasion;  but  as  I  judged  this  to 
be  tbe  SHfest  and  most  authentic  manner,  I  in- 
sisted, and  be  yielded. 

On  the  cession  of  Sicily  he  would  have  ad- 
here to  (he  terms  of  hjs  last  dispatch,  and 
urged  the  absurdity  of  giving  this  kingdom  awaj 
till  they  were  sure  of  making  peace  uiih  Savoy. 
It  was  not  difficult  to  slie  w  thatbe  had  already  de- 
parted from  tliif  argument,  and  thut  there  could 
be  no  reasonable  objection  to  Philip's  makiqg  a 
cession  of  Sicily  to  the  duke  of  Savoy  at  the  sanje 
time  as  he  consented  to  secure  to  him  the  succes- 
sion of  Spain  and  the  Indies :  that  if  a  peace  did 
not  follow»  every  thing  which  had  been  done 
would  of  course  be  void;  and  that  if  it  did  fol- 
low, the  consideration  for  which  thb  island 
was  yielded  would  be  obtained.  Hiis  point 
being  oyer,  there  was  little  dispute  about  the 
time  when  his  royal  highness  shall  be  put  into 
the  actual  po&sesion  of  this  kingdom;  we  have 
settled  it  to  be  on  the  ratification  of  a  general 
peace,  or,  of  a  peace  between  the  quceo^ 
France,  Spain,  and  Savoy. 

The  count  de  Ma0ei  may  &ot jpeiiia^  be 
satisfied  with  this  agreement ;  and  I  remeo^, 
in  his  memorial  be  desired  his  master  mi|^t  be 
at  liberty  at  any  time  to  take  poaiesKon;  bal 
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tiMidokf  of  Si^  oni^  to  look  open  it  as  « 
verj  ijood  baiftiD,  and  to  be  conleoted  to  have 
the  advaatagea*  which  are  to  '  accrue  to  him, 
|Hit  into  hit  hands,  when  those  which  her  ina- 
jesiy  stipolates  for  herself  are  pot  into  bert. 

I  wish  I  conld  have  prerailed  on  the  liead  of 
the  barrier  as  far  as  i  did  on  the  other  two ; 
bat  it  was  impossible,  at.  least  it  was  so  for  me. 
M.  de  Torcy  represented,  that  Etilles,  Fe- 
nestrelkS)  and  the  valley  of  Pragelas,  besides 
the  restitution  of  all  which  France  it  in  posses- 
sion o^  was  the  utmost  which  the  king  would 
ever  consent,  or  had  ever  contented,  tQ  give : 
That  when  the  minitters  of  Savoy  made,  in 
Holland,  the  same  uherior  demands  which 
thev  now  make,  the  peptionary  laughed  at  them, 
and  even,  at  that  time,  did  not  push  him  lo 
comply  with  them :  that,  under  pretence  of  se- 
curity, hit  royal  highoets  really  sought  an  ag- 
grandisemenc  at  the  expence  of  France,  and 
out  of  the  ancient  domain  of  this  crown :  that, 
though  •  king  of  France  was  ti  more  powerful 
prince  than  a  dtike  of  Savoy;  yet  that  the 
latter,  backed  by  a  confederacy,  which  is  the 
Only  case  wherein  he  will  attempt  any  thing,  is 
a  dreadful  entmy  to  the  former:  that  they 
hive  here  a  minority  to  expect,  and  therefore 
ought  to  be  the  more  careful  not  to  leave  the 
frontiers  of  their  kingdom  exposed  :  In  short, 
thatSJctlv  was  an  ample  recompence  to  his 
royal  highness  for  all  the  services  he  had  done 
the  queen ;  and  that  if  her  majesty  was  easy, 
ht  was  sure  the  duke  of  Savoy  would  submit : 
he  concluded,  by  repeating  very  earnestly,  that 
the  king  never  would  grunt  him  a  larger  iMurier, 
and  that  his  maiesty  insisted  to  put  this  nega- 
tive now,  since  ne  was  resolved  to  do  it  at  last, 
least  the  duke  shoold,  by  cpniinuing  in  hopes, 
spin  out  the  treaty,  and  delay  concluding  his 
peace;  for  which  reason  he  likewise  insisted 
that  the  queen  should  concur  in  this  negative. 

It  is  needles  to  lengthen  my  dispatch  by 
tailing  your  lordsliip  what  antwers  I  made  to 
theae  represedtations ;  I  replied  in  the  best 
manner  1  was  able,  and  ended,  as  I  am  in- 
stracted,  by  letting  this  minister  know,  that 
the  queen  would  consent  to  nothing  which 
abould  foreclose  his.  royal  highness  from  ob* 
tsining  what,  for  ought  she  knew,  might  be  ne- 
cessary ;  that  this  point  therefore  must  not  be 
now  lo<^ed  upon  as  determined,  but  must  be 
lefbopen  for  the  ministers  of  Savoy  to  debate; 
that  I  did  not  uodersund  her  majesty's  inten- 
tions to  be  to  enlarge  the,  duke  of  Savoy's  domi- 
nions  out  of  those  of  France ;  but  that  I  was 
811^  she  would  not  sign  a  peace  unless  this 
princess  security  was  realty  and  efiectually  pro- 
vided for,  which  Frai|ce  ho^'iog  promised  in 
general  termi  to  all  the  allies,  could  not  refuse 
in  any  particular  to  the  duke  of  Savoy. 

Tfaie  (text  bead  to  whicli  we  proceeded,  was 
that  of  the  renunciations  and  settlements, 
necessary  to  prevent  the  union  uf  the  two 
crowns ;  and,  in  treating  of  tliis,  I  cannot  say 
that  I  met  with  any  difficulty :  1  gave  no  hop^s 
that  any.  expedient  would  6e  accepted' to  sign 
the  peace  before  tl)it  article  wasiiuirdy  ac- 
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I  oompKsbed,  though  tif .  de  Torcy  proposed  chat 
the  peace  should  not  be  deli^d  for  it,  but  the 
ratificatioos  should.  He  has  since  consulted 
M.  Bergheyk,  and  they  are  of  opinion,  that  a 
month's,  or,  at  farthest,  six  weeks  time,  will 
suffice  to  pass  all  the  forms ;  so  that  I  am  de- 
sired to  recommend  the  dispatch  of  my  lord 
Lexington,  or  whoever  else  the  queen  shall  think 
fit  to  send,^  into  Spain ;  and  I  crave  leave  to  . 
say,  that  it  would  be  extremely  out  of  course, 
if  m  France  and  Spain  they  should  be  ready  to 
finish  this  important  article,  and  we  should,  on 
our  parti,  not  be  ready  to  witness  the  execution 
of  it ;  especially  when  we  push  the  Concluding 
of  the  peace,  and  refuse  to  sign  until  all  these 
forms  are  perfected. 

The  draught  of  Philip's  act  of  renunciation, 
and  the  minutes  taken  by  M.  de  Torcy  and  me, 
both  which  I  transmit  to  your  lordship,  will,  L 
suppose,  be  a  sufficient  groundwork  of  instfoe* 
tions  to  those  whom  her  majesty  shall  chuse  to 
send  hither  and  to  Madrid. 

The  last  point,  that  on  which  we  had  the 
warmest  debates,  was  concerning  the  elector  of  ^ 
Bavaria.  As  soon  as  I  arrived  at  Paris,  f 
heard' that  he  was  come  to  Chaillot,  in  the 
neighbourhood ,  and  M.  de  Torcy  either  was, 
or  affected  to  be,  under  some  uneasiness  at  the 
reproaches  which  this  prince  would,  he  said, 
with  reason  give  them,  unless  they  provided 
better  for  him  than  the  queen  had  hitherto 
seemed  inclined  to  allow. 

He  turned  this  matter  several  ways,  and 
made  variety  of  propositions,  which  it  was  plain 
enough  were[not  ex^eaipore,  though  he  appeared 
desirous  I  should  look  upon  them  as  sodden 
thoughts  which  occurred  to  him  in  treating* 
At  last  he  rested  on  this,  That  the  queen  should 
engage  to  procure  for  the' elector  the' duchy  and 
elrctorate  of  Bavaria,  exclusive  of  the  upper  palft* 
nate,and  the  rank  in  the  electoral  college,  which 
I  had  from  the  first  peremptorily  reject^  ;  and 
that  she  should  further  promise  to  maintain  him 
in  the  possession  of  the  duchies  and  towns  of 
Luxerobbrg  and  Namur,  and  id  the  poss^oa 
of  Charleroy  and  {^ieuport,  until  isuch  anequi- 
Talent  for  these  countnes  and  places  was  gives 
him,  as  he  should  be  satisfied  with.  This  pro- 
position I  positively  refused  to  assent  to,  and 
told  M.  de  Torcy  very  plainly,  that  leaving 
these  towns  and  places  in  the  eWctor's  posses- 
sion till  he  had  such  an  equivalent  as  he  should 
be  satisfied  with,  was  really  giving  them  abso- 
lutely to  him  ;  which  I  knew  her  majesty  nei- 
ther eould  or  would  admit.  Further,  that  her 
majesty  would  enter  intx>  uo  engagements  to 
procme  any  thing  for  the  elector,  or  even  to 
use  her  offices  in  his  behalf;  that  the  towns  and 
places  which  this  prince  is  in  possession  of 
would  very  probably  be  an  inducement  to  the 
allies  to  give  him  something  in  lieu  of  them : 
that  her  majesty  would  not  oppose  his  having^ 
Sardinia  i  which  equivalent  had  beeb  proposed 
firsc  from  hence.  This  t  let  him  know  was  the 
sum  of  all  be  was  to  expect  from  the  queen ; 
aiid  your  lordships  mil  find  the  minutes  draw* 
accordingly. 
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'  BbvtngoopreeedentoccMioii9MwellaitM%, 
pcrcemS,  that  BL  dt  Torcy  a£tected  to  hint 
ererj  expresskm  in  todi  a  oMinner  as  to  engage 
llie  qoetn  joimlj  with  the  king  his  master,  I 
thought  proper,  very  explititly,  and  fn  the 
strongest  terms  I  eoold  use,  to  say  ^that  the 
<)neen  wob^d  enter  readily  into  the  common 
f(Oaramy  for  supporting  that  settlement  of 
Earepe,  vthich  should  by  the  peaee  be  made  ; 
hut  that  she  would  on  no  account  whatsoever 
be  concerned  in  any  stipulation  to  procure 
this  settlement ;  that  it  would  be  advantage 
sufficient  frtr  France,  if  the  conduct  of  her  ma- 
jesty's allies  made  it  iast  and  necessary  for  her 
to  withdraw  herself  out  of  the  war  hefbre 
them ;  and  that  afterwards  her  good  offices 
should  be  employed  as  became  the  common 
friend  of  aH  parties. 

I  take  occasion  fraquently  to  repeat  this  to 
the  French  ministers ;  and  I  believe  they  will 
look  upon  it  as  the  rule  which  her  majesty  has 
laid  down,  and  which  they  shall  not  be  able  to 
prevail  on  her  to  depart  from. 

On  Saturday  in  the  evening  I  eame  to  Fon- 
tainbleau,  where  an  apartment  was  provided 
for  me,  and  my  reception  was  particularly  civil. 
On  Sunday  at  nine  in  the  morning  I  had  audi- 
^ce  of  the  king,  to  whom  I  presented  her  u»- 
,  jesty's  letter. 

lie  received  me  inr  a  very  gracious  manner  ; 
be  talked  a  considerable  time  with  me,  and  the 
substance  of  «\hat  he  said,  as  near  as  I  can  re- 
member, for  his  speech  was' extremely  qbick, 
was,  That  he  had  ever  had  the  highest  esteem 
for  the  queen  :  that  she  had  preceded  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  turn  that  esteem  into  the  sin- 
'cerest  friendship :  that  he  hoped  she  was  sa« 
tisfied  he  had  done  every  thing  on  his  part 
which  might  facilitate  tfie  peace :  That  he  was 
pleased  to  find  we  were  so  near  conclodmg : 
that  there  were  some  who  used  all  endeavours  to 
obstruct  it,  bnt  that,  God  be  praised,  they 
would  not  be  long  able  to  do  so :  That  God 
would  hinder  them  from  giving  the  law  which 
they^pret^ded  to  :  ThAt  the  success  of  his 
arms  should  make  no  alteration  in  him  :  And 
that  he  would  tnake  good  tXL  he  had  offered^ 

F<mt9mbkMU,Aug.  Si),  N.  S.  17 19. 

After  I  had  had  mj  aadience  yesterdkjr  of 
the  king,  1  returned  with  M.  de  Torcy,  to  view 
the  minutes  we  had  taken,  and  the  draught  for 
the  convention  of  the  suspension  of  arms, 
which  we  signed  in  the  evening  :  Your  lerdship 
#ill  observe,  that  it  is  dated  on  Friday  last, 
«t  which  time  the  first  brouillion  was  prepared ; 
«nd  I  thought  that  every  day  which  the  com- 
mencement of  it  was  pnt  bacJEward,  was  some 
degree  of  advantage  to  os :  the  term  is  of  four 
months,  which  M.  d^  Torcy  desired,  as  more 
likely  to  have  it^  effect  on  the  Dutch  diaa  a 
shorter  term,  which  might  have  sofiered  them 
to  entertain  hopes  still  of  breaking  oor  mea- 
sures, and  brining  the  queen  into  action  again. 
I  did  not  raudi  weigh  the  force  of  this  argu- 
ment, though  I  think  it  has  somewhat  deter- 
mined  me  to  agret  to  four  inou^  according  to 


the  latitude  Idt  in  my  iMtraefibnft,  wasfint 
what  I  be  remembered  to  have  been  the  sense  ef 
several  menohants  whom  I  spoke  with  before  f 
left  London,  who  all*  seemed  desirona  of  the 
longest  term,  and*  thought  that  two  mmi^ 
wonM  not  encoorage  many  people  to  veotore 
upon  some  voyages.  Secondly,  that  a  term  of 
two  months  would  as  effectnally  ci^t  off  a& 
prospect  of  acting  by  land  this  campaigo,  as  a 
term  of  four;  and  that  therefore  the  sea  ser- 
vice would  be  chsedy  affected  by  this  snspeo- 
sion,  v^here  we  have  more  to  apprehend  thao 
to  hope. 

Monsieur  de  Tdrcy  had  inserted  in  ifae 
draught  these  words,  '  les  Mers  qni  entonreal 
les  Isles  Britanniques,'  and  cited  the  u^ty  of 
Breda  as  a  precedent.  I  shewed  bim,  that 
before  that  treaty,  the  expression  bad  always 
run  *  Marihus  Britannicis,^  particularly  io  the 
treaty  with  Cromwell;  and  that  the  error  com- 
mitted in  that  of  Breda,  had  been  recti6ed  in  that 
of  Ryswick.  He  insisted  more  than  I  expected 
on  retaining  his  word,  and  entered  a  little  into 
the  dispute  of  dominion.  This  made  me  the 
more  teuacious,  and  your  lordship  will  find 
these  words,  *  les  Mers  qui  entoerent  les  isles,' 
raxed  out ;  so  that  it  stands  now  as  it  ooeht  to 
do. 

The  suspension  beinj;  now  signed,  I  shall, 
pursuant  to  my  instructions,  dbpatcb  ber  ma- 
jesty's orders  to  sir  John  Jennings,  to  Mr.  Cbet- 
wynd,  and  to  the  officer  who  commands  the 
queen's  troops  in  Catalonia. 

M.  de  Torcy  is  likewise  very  earnest  that  the 
duke  of  Aiigyll  be  dispatched,  judging  bisfn^ 
sence  necessary  upon  this  new  turn  of  afiain 
for  the  common  interest  ;■  I  cannot  help  think- 
iag  it  is  so,  particularly  for  her  majesty't  ser- 
vice. 

Just  now  the  duke  of  Orleans  told  me,  thai 
the  king  had  this  morning,  at  hb  levee,  decteied 
that  the  suspension  of  arms  was  signed';  mnd 
M.  de  Torcy  mforms  me^  that  they  intend  to-  . 
morrow  to  publish  it  at  Paris.  I  wiU  tfaerdbre 
lose  no  time  in  dispatching  this  eonrier,  as-  soon 
as  I  receive,  (which  I  expect  every  moBient) 
the  copy  of  the  act  of  renimciation  which  has 
been  prepared  in  Spain,  and  wherein  the  la- 
niards seem  to  have  neglected  no  expression 
which  could  add  to  the  strength,  and  no  form 
which  could  add  to  the  validity  of  it ;  Philip's 
consent  to  the  cancelling  the  entry  of  1700, 
mentioned  in  the  conventton^for  the  suspension 
of  arms  in  Flanders,  and  the  inserting  tne  sub- 
stitotion  of.  the  duke  of  Savoy,  will  be  the  sab- 
jetts  of  additional  clauses.  I'  shall  be  cx» 
tremely  concerned  if  the  queen  does  net  receive 
this  account  before  the  news  comes  any  other 
way;  but  I  lose  no  tune,  and  I  b<^  the^nes* 
sem»r  will  lose  none. 

Tne  fifty  passes  in  blank  I  have-  not  yet  re- 
ceived, but  hope  to  have  them  time  enough  to 
accompany  this  dispatch. 

The  chevalier  has  fixed  his  departtire  on  the 
first  of  next  month,  N.  S.  The^  propose  that 
he  shall  retire  to  Bar ;  and  they  intend  to  write 
tothedaksofLorrain^  ask  jof  the  cmp«ror 
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pad  otiMT^iottty  aMcurity  i»r  his  perMn  dar-  i 
iig  ids  f«8Kien€t  a  tb«t  ^ace. 

I  most  mat  ooadade  Um  letter  without  askiag 
four  lordship's  pardoo  ior  p,  piece  of  false  news, 
■bicfa  I  sent  yen  Grom  CaiatSy  ooBoerning  an 
ictioa  at  Pont  a  Radie ;  the  story  was  told  ns 
with  so  nany  .circomstaooeSy  tluit  I  made  ^no 
doabt  of  the  truth  of  it,  especiaUj  when  the 
mayor  of  the  place  footed  a  letter  which  he 
said  he  received  from  his  soa-in-law,  who  was 
at  that  tioae  in  the  army. 

I  iodoae  the  coa^ution  for  the  armistice  in 
the  Netherlands,  which  yoar  lordship  will  have 
oecasioe  for,  aod  which,  with  the  act  of  renun- 
ciation, nod  with  the  minutes  transmitted  to 
you,  will  afibrd  sufficient  materiab  for  my  lord 
Lexington's  instructions. 

As  I  intend  to  leave  this  place  on  Wednesday 
at  furthest,  it  will  be  proper  to  lose  no  time  in 
dispatching  a  letter  ot  credeuce  to  Mr.  Prior, 
to  wliom  your  lordship  will  likewise  please  as 
soon  as  possible,  to  send  the  queen's  ratifica- 
tion. 

This  letter  is  already  swolen  to  so  great  a 
bulk,  that  T  believe  your  lordship  is  very  will- 
ing,  I  should  refer  to  another  opportunity  such 
further  accounts  as  I  have  to  give  of  my  pro- 
ceedings. I  am,  My  Lord,  your  lordships,  most 
bumble  and  obedient  servant,. 

BOLIKOBKOKI. 

Since  I  closed  my  letter.  Monsieur  de  Torcy 
eeut  roe  word,  a  courier  is  arrived  from  Turin 
in  his  way  to  England ;  and  jdesired  to  know  if 
I  would  have  him  go  on,  which  I  did  not  think 
proper  to  hinder.  1  suppose  this>courier  is 
dispatched  to  the  coant  de  Maffei,  upon  the 
impatienoe  which  the  duke  of  Sdvoy  is  under, 
upon  not  hearing  frotti  hence,  according  to 
what  he  was  made  to  expect  by  his  minister's 
letters,  which  went  by  way  of  Hollapd  some 
iiaia  ago. 

I  am  only  to  observe  to  your  lordship,  that 
the  sooner  you  take  aa  opportunity  of  speak- 
ing to  ihe  count  de  Maffei,  the  better.'    . 

Besides  tha  papers  mentioned  in  my  letter,  I 
send  your  lordship  a  form  of  pi]^icatioo  of  the 
suspension,  and  a  memoir  which  I  received 
irem  M.  de  Torcy  concerning  some  articles  of 
trade.  General  Stanhope  is  just  arrived  here 
in  bis  way  to  Britain.  BoLiMOBaoxB. 
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lelttrjrtm  ike  Frtnck  King  to  the  Qnsen  <f 
Or€0t  Britam, 

Vermilki^  October  28 1712. 

Madsm,  my  Sister ; 
You  havint  aoqoainted  me,  that  you  have 
an  intire  oonfidence  in  Mr.  Prior,  I  thought  he 
^euldbe  mors  capable  tht^i  any  body,  to  in- 
form yea  of  the  new  proofii  that  I  am  ready  to 
gi^  yon,  of  the  particular  regard  I  have  for 
700,  ss  also  of  my  desire  to  terminate,  without 
^y  delay,  in  conoert  with  you,  the  negotiation 
«f  peitce.  Hems  into  England  to  give  you 
•D  account  of  the  fiirther  advanocf|  that  I  am 


williog  to  nudse,  to  fiicfli^ta  an  intire  coftclo- 
sioaof  this  work.  I  would  have  yon  there- 
fore  regard  what  1  do  in  this  decisiva  coojonc* 
ture,  as  new  and  certifo  marks  of  my  friend* 
S^P  for  you :  and  do  me  that  pleasure  to  ac- 
knowledge them,  by  interesting  yourself  with 
me  in  flEivour  of  the  elector  of  Bavaria.  I  do 
not  remind  you  of  the  ties  of  blood  which 
unite  him  as  well  to  yoa  as  to  me,  nor  of  many 
other  reasons  which  ought  to  render  you  sensf* 
hie  of  his  condition  :  It  is  sufficient  for  me  that 
yon  are  sensible  of  the  concern  that  I  have  in 
what  regards  him ;  and  I  am  persuaded  that 
this  will  be  the  principal  motive  that  will  press 
you  to  act  in  his  favour,  i  expect  with  impa* 
tience  the  return  of  Mr.  Prior,  whose  conduct 
is  very  agreeable  to  me  :  And  as  be  will  assure 
you  of  what  my  sentiments  are,  I  will  only  add 
thathe  cannot  sufficiently  express  the  perfect 
esteem  and  sincere  friendship  that  I  have  for 
you.  I  am^  madam,  my  sister,  your  good  bro^ 
ther,  -'  I^ouii. 


No.  39. 


The  QueenU  Letter  to  the  Frehdi  King. 

Windsor,  Nov.  14, 1712. 
Monsieur,  my  brother ; 

I  have  received  with  a  verjr  sincere  plea- 
sure the  agreeable  letter  which  Mr.  Prior 
brought  me  from  you.  As  your  consummate 
wisdom  hath  taken  the  resolution  that  is  roost 
proper  to  fix  the  terms  of  the  peace,  you  will 
be  persuaded,  that  I  will  not,  on  my  parr,  lose 
a  moment  to  hasten  tbe  conclusion  of  it.  I 
assure  you  that  the  grc»t  facility  that  yon  are 
willing  to  lend  towards  it,  out  of  a  regard  to 
me,  shall  be  made  no  other  use  of,  than  to  be 
employed,  withojjt  any  delay,,  to  re-estabiish 
the  public  tranquiHity,  according  to  the  wishes 
of  us  both.  By  the  orders  that  I  give  to  my 
ministers  at  Utrecht,  it  will  appear,  that  I  do 
all  that  is  in  my  power  at  the  present  cuojuiic* 
ture,  in  favour  of  a  prince  whose  interest  is 
supported  by  your  generosity. ' 

I  don't  at  all  doubt  but  he  himself  is  fully 
convinced  of  it,  and  that  all  the  wortd  agrees 
in  it .  I  again  repeat,  Monsieur  my  brother, 
that  the  consideration  of  your  friendship  will 
be  a  very  prevailing  motive  to  engage  me  a 
new  in  his  interest,  and  in  tbe  interest  of  his 
fauiily,  as  occasion  shall  offer,  for  the  future : 
As  to  the  rest,  I  send  back  Mr.  Prior  to  Ver- 
sailles, who  in  continuhig  to  ^conduct  himself 
in  the  manner  thai  shall  be  intirely  agreeable 
to  you,  does  no  more  than  execute  to  a^  tittle 
the  orders  which  I  have  given  him';  and 
amongst  all  the  proofs  of  his  duty  and  zeal  for 
my  service,  I  expect,  in  a  very  particular  man- 
ner, thai  he  should  take  all  possible  occasions 
to  repeat  to  you  the  esteem  and  perfect  regard 
that  I  have  for  you,  and  my  earnest  desire  10 
live  with  you  in  a  sincere  and  perpetual  fri^d- 
ship. 
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Septem^W,  1713. 
JUrd  BoUMghrok$  to  Lords  FUnipoUtUiaria. 
IHeUroiioii  io be fMdehjftJ^ French Piempo- 


(t 


tet^iariei. 

(Ejptroet:) 

The  plenipoteiitiaries  of  the  king  at  Utrecht 
•h%U  declare  to  thoae  of  Great  Britain,  that  his 
majestj  consents  to  treat  of  the  peace  accord- 
iog  to  the  plan  proposed  bj  her  Briunnic  ba- 
jestjf  in  her  last  speech  to  her  parliament ;  bat 
they  shall  at  the  same  time  also  declare,  that 
the  Dutch  having  refused  to  conform  to  the 
tentiments  of  this  princess,  rejected  the  sus- 
pension of  Arms,  and  giten  occasion  to  the 
change  of  afiairs,  it  is  but  justice  thai  his  roa- 
jestjr  receive  restitution  of  the  expences  he  has 
^en  obliged  to  be  at  during  the  course  of  this 
campaign  :  His  majesty  therefore  agrees  that 
the  plan  sent  by  him  to  London,  last  April,  be 
exactly  followed.  And  this  is  the  precise  de- 
claration which  his  majesty's  plenipotentiaries 
•hall  make  to  those  of  the  queen  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. 

But  upon  the  forementioned  grounds  the 
king  orders  his  plenipotentiaries  not  to  sign  the 
peace,  but  upon  condition  that  the  city  of  Tour- 
ney be  restored  to  him,  besides  the  restitution 
of  the  other  places  he  demandt.  and  which  he 
hoB.  reason  to  believe  her  Britannic  majesty  in- 
tended to  comprehend  in  her  apeech. 

The  king  will  continue  to  use  all  imaginable 
care  in  pressing  as  soon  as  possible,,  the  con- 
clusion of  the  peace  between  his  miyesty  and 
the  kiog  of  Spain  on  one  side,  and  the  queen 
of  Great  Britain,  king  of  Portugal,  and  the 
duke  of  Savoy  on  the  other,  leaving  to  the 
Dutch  the  liberty  of  doing  what  they  shall  judge 
nost  proper. 


No.  41. 

Contul  PovXDOH*!  Letter  to  Mr.  Mathdev. 

Marth  ««,  1714-15. 

^  Since  the  cessation  of  arms,  the  British  sub- 
jects in  the  Canaries  have  been  under  conti- 
nual vexations.  By  an  order  from  the  bishop 
of  Gironda,  jn  the  king's  name,  the  British 
ships  paid  only  the  ordinary  customs,  without 
any  other  demands :  but  upon  the  present  ge- 
neral's arrival  be  explained  that  oraer,so  as  te 
exclude  all  goods  that  were  not,  as  they  said, 
properly  English  manufactures,  though  import- 
ed by  Englishmen  in  Enelish  bottoms,  whereby 
of  late  his  mtyesty's  subjects  Jiave  paid  above 
3000/1  '^ 


No.4^ 

Mr*U^uv*tLeiter  to  Mr.  Secretary  Stanhope. 

Jlftfy6,1715. 

By  an  order  from  court,  published  by  the 
ipwttnof  ofValenda,  ^  itraogen  miist  |»ay  in 


place  of  Alcavalat  and  Mikenw,  a  dnty  dxy 
call  Qoartals,  which  amomts  to  14i.  dot  ecnt. 
and  this  to  be  computed  from  the  bcgiMuag  sf 
the  year  1714,  for  the  goods  tbej  biidpaid  cm- 
toms  for  atthe  rate  of  ISL  per  <:ent.  so  thatn 
all,  they  pay  99L  per  cent,  oo  sdl  sorts  of 
merchandize  entered:  which,  betides  the  ei<M<- 
bitancet  of  the  duty,  has  this  great  inconvesi- 
ency  with  it,  that  the  lectors  had  stated  thm 
accounu  with  the  merchants  at  15/.  per  csk. 
They  are  alto  exposed  to  the  qoartering  of  sol- 
diers, at  so  much  a  day,  if  they  refose,  till  Om 
duty  is  paid  :  Such  demands  were  never  kno«a 
to  be  made  before  of  the  Britidi  snbJBcts,  the 
duties  they  paid  in  the  reigu  of  king  Chariest 
not  exceeding  71  per  cent. 


No.  43. 

Sir  Martiv  Westcoxb's  and  Consul  RusSEi's 
Letter  to  Mr,  Methuut. 

JMoy  1«,  1715. 
The  not  allowing  the  customs  in  the  form  as 
in  king  Charles  the  3d's  time,  has  put  a  stop  to 
trade,  and  mu^  necessarily  ruin  all  commerce; 
Don  Juan  Antonio  Zavalos  having  published 
an  order,  that  all  the  Gratias  in  favour  of  the 
merchants,  which  tliey  had  ever  enjoTed,sbonUi 
cease;  And  that,  for  the  future,  all  g^ods  im- 
ported and  exported  shall  pay  lo  the  full,  ac- 
cording to  the  valuation  in  the  book  of  rates, 
which  on  some  goods  is  96/.  per  cent,  and  oa 
others  88/. 
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METHtTEir's  Memoeiai  to  the  King  of 
Spain,  April  22,  A.  S.  1715. 

The  underwritten  minister  of  the  kin^  of 
Great  ^rttain  most  humbly  represents  to  his 
catholic  majesty,  that  he  finds  himself  obliged, 
by  the  commands  and  instructions  he  has  re- 
ceived from  the  king  his  master,  to  deoMBd  in 
his  majesty-s  name,    - 

That  all  the  privileges  and  concessioas  the 
kings  of  Spain  have  ever  granted  to  the  British 
merchants,  by  their  royal  Schedules  or  ordi- 
nances, and  by  the  articles  of  the  ti^atj  of 
peace  and  friendship  made  at  Madrid  in  the 
year  1667,  may  be  fully  confirmed,  as  ihey  are 
in  Effect  bv  t^ie  eighth  article  of  (he  treaty  of 
peace  and  friendship,  concluded  at  Utrecht, 
the  ISA  day  of  July,  N.  S.  1713,  between  the 
crowns  of  Great  Britain  ami  Spain.  That 
the  trade  of  the  British  merchants  io  a!l  the 
ports  of  the  kingdom  of  Spain  may  be  cam- 
blisbed,  and  remain  upon  the  same  loot  as  it 
stood  in  tbe.time  of  king  Charies  the  Second, 
.and  before  the  declaration  of  the  last  war. 

That  the  British  merchants  miqf  not  fcr  the 
present,  or  futoce,  1^  obliged  to  pa^  any  ocber 
duties  and  customs  on  the  goods  they  ' 
into  ttie  several  poets  of  this  kingdom,  or 
port  out  9f  them,  than  those  which  the 
on  the  same  goods,  in  the  reigoef  king) 
the  ^Stfipnd,  , 
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'  That  the  same  nMdloclM  was  then  practised, 
in  the  maaner  of  collecting  those  costomSy 
may  henow,  ao4  for  the  time  to  come,  oh- 
aarred;  and  that  in  the  payment  of  them,  the 
British  nerebanu  may  be  alloyvtd  the  same 
gradaa,  fisvoors,  abatements,  and  deductions, 
at  were  allowed  them  at  any  time  during  the 
reign  of  king  Charles  the  Second,  by  tite  fkr- 
mers  of  the  costoms,  or  the  administrators  of 
the  king.  And  his  Bnunnic  majesty  hopes 
that  bis  catholic  maj^ty  will  make  no  difficulty 
in  granting  to  his  snl^ects*  the  same  liberties, 
indulgences,  and  ftiTOurs,  in  their  trade  to  his 
doininions,  as  they  formerly  enjoyed ;  since  hb 
ma|esty  desires  nothing  herfin  that  can  be  any 
detriment  or  prejudice  to  his  catholic  nuijesty» 
or  the  interest  of  his  own  subjects ;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  what  has  been  allowed  by  the 
kin^  bis  predecessors,  and  practised  as  well  by 
their  adnunistrators  of  the  customs,  as  by  the 
farmers  of  ihcaD. 

That  all  tlie  articles  contained  in  the  treaty 
of  navigation  and  commerce,  concluded  at 
Utrecht,  between  the  crowns  of  Great  Britain 
and  Spain,  on  the  9th  day  of  December,  N.  S. 
1713,  so  ftur  as  they  are  detrimental  and  dero- 
gatory to  the  privileges  and  concessions  of  the 
royal  schedulas  and  ordinances,  granted,  at  any 
time,  by  the  kings  of  Spfiin  to  the  British  mer- 
chants, and  to  the  articles  of  the  treaty  at 
Madrid,  in  the  year  1667,  may  be  declared  null 
and  void. 

And  particalariy  the  three  separate  articles 
called  the  three  explanatory  articles,  contained 
only  in  the  ratification  of  the  said  treaty  of 
navigation  and  commerce,  concluded  at  Utrecht, 
as  having  been  inserted  and  obtained  in  a  very 
eatraordinaiy  manner,  vrithout  having  been 
^rst  settled  or  signed  by  any  of  the  ministers  of 
hoth  crowns,  that  were  impowered  to  conclude 
the  said  treaty. 

That  his  catholic  majesty  will  be  pleased  to 

Slot  to  the  Bntisb  merchants,  that  they  may 
ve  the  privilege  of  having  a  judge  conserva- 
tor in  aU  the  parts  of  Spam  where  the  judges 
cooservatorb  have  been  fbrmeriy  allowed,  till 
the  death  of  king  Charles  the  Second :  And 
that  tke  said  judges  conservators  may  be  vested 
with  the  same  power  and  authority,  for  the  de- 
fence and  protecHon  of  his  Britannic  majest/s 
subjects,  Skiid  their  exemptions  in  trade,  as  was 
formerly  granted  them,  and  constantly  enjbyed, 
hy  virtue  of  the  royal  Scfaedulas  or  ordinan- 
ces, dated  the  19th  day  of  March,  the  96th  of 
June,  and9(hof  November,  in  the  yedr  1645, 
and  confirmed  by  the  ninth  article  of  the  treaty 
made  at  Madrid  in  the  year  1667. 

As  to  the  first  point  contained  in  thb  me- 
morial, which  is,  that  the  trade  of  the  British 
merchants  in  Spain,  may  be  established  opon 
<hesame  foot  as  it  was  ia  the  time  of  king 
Charlea4he  Second ;  the  minister  of  the  king  of 
Oreat  Briuin  hopes  it  will  appear  to  his  ca- 
tholic mi^esty  to  be  founded  on  josddb  and 
"•nson,  when  his.majesty  will  be  pleased  to 
consider. 

That  ihe  French  natioo,  which  drifct  a  000- 
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siderable  trade  to  this  kingdom,  has  ahrayi 
traded  and  does  no#  continue  to  do  so,  whoUy 
upon  the  same  foot ;  there  being  no  other  trea- 
ties of  oopsmerce  between  the  crowns  of  Spaia 
and  France  subsisting,  but  those  which  have 
been  made  either  before  the  time  of  king 
Charles  the  Second  or  during  the  reign  of  that 
prince. 

As  also  in  the  17th  article  of  the  treaty  of 
peace  and  commerce  concTuded  at  Utrecht, 
the  86th  of  June,  1714,  between  his  catholic 
majesty  and  the  Sutes  General,  it  is  stipulated 
in  fiivour  of  the  States,  that  their  subjects  shall 
eojoj  the  same  privileges,  firanchises,  and  ei» 
emptions  in  their  navigation  and  commerce, 
without  any  exception  or  reserve,  as  they  did 
enjoy  before  the  late  war. 

From  whence  it  follows,  that  the  king  of 
Great  Britain's  subjecu  having,  by  aH  the  trea- 
ties between  both  crowns,  an  undoubted  ri^t 
to  all  the  privileges,  liberties,  and  immunities 
in  trade  which  have  been,  or  may  be  granted 
to  an^r  other  nation  whatsoever,  they  caanot  be 
with  justice,  refosed  the  same  privileges  and 
exemptions,  in  their  trade,  as  are  granted  or 
continued  to  other  nations,  and  were  enjoyed 
by  them  before  the  late  war,  during  the  reign  of 
king  Charles  the  second.  As  to  the  last  pointy 
which  relates  to  the  judges  conservators,  be- 
sides the  just  right' the  sul:gects  ot  the  king  of 
Great  Britain  Imve  to  that  privilege,  the  same 
which  is  now  demanded  for  them  beine  already 
granted  in  express  words  to  those  of  tke  Statca 
General,  by  the  S9th  article  of  the  above  men* 
tioned  treaty,  between  his  catholic  majesty  and 
the  States,  the  minister  xtf  the  king  of  Great 
Britam  hopes  his  majesty  will  make  no  difl^ 
colty  in  granting  it  also  to  the  solgects  of  the 
king  bis  master. 

And  it  is  certain,  that  if  these  judges  conser- 
vatois  had  been  established,  as  they  should 
have  been  immediately  after  the  cessation  of 
arms  and  conclusion  of  the  peace,  it  wonht 
have  -  hindered  most  of  the  disputes  wh^h 
have  happened  between  the  kingV  officers,  and 
the  subjects  of  the  kina  of  Great  Britain,  since 
those  difierences  might  nave  ended  in  the  placca 
where  they  begim ;  which  would  have  pre* 
vented  the  many  oppressions  the  king  of  Greal 
Britain's  suljects  nave  laboured  imder,  tha 
great  number  of  law  suits  now  slependiog  be- 
fore the  council  of  war  at  Madrid,  and  the 
in  tire  ruin  of  tieveral  poor  people  and  their 
families  for  ever,  some  of  which  nave  been  here 
near  two  years  soliciting  for  justice,  without 
having  been  yet  able  to  obtain  any  decision  of 
their  causes.  Given  at  Madrid|  the  Std  day 
of  April,  N.  S.  1715. 

No.4S. 
IvsTEVCTiovs  io  Mitfard  Crom,''e$g ;  CHwen  at 
our  cpurt  at  St,  Jamdi%  March  7,  170^.  m 
tke  third  year  efaur  rdgn. 

(Estrcet.) 
AnrsR. 
Being  infomitd  that  th^  P^QF^  af  Catalonia 
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atlftt-irom  lb«  po««r  of  tbt  M^of  iUijw»  to 
feutfii  to  Uie^Mdi^fliQft  of  the  komt  of  Aaslrim 
We  desirw^  to  flMiotain  tad  impittv*  Ihfl  good 
dispoflitioD  M  thjEBBj  iMid  tp  indiioe  them  to  pot 
the  tameapaediljriiicxeotiiion;  and  ityotuig 
apeciftl  confidence  in  your  fidelity  aDc^prodeiioey 
as  aW  for  the  kaoir Mg#  jop  bare  of  those 
.coqotrifs  and  ptoplif  hav«  made  choice  of  yon 
to  cacrry  on  so  peat  a  wofk  for  the  adTantafo 
ofoorservicei  and  the  cood  ef  the  commoa 
qause^  as  is  tbe  roakiag  i»e  treaty  with  the  Ca«- 
tpUas,  or  any  ether  pee|^  of  Sfiaiay  to  the 
purposes  aforesaid*  Yea  are  tbeiefore^  u|m>b 
receipt  of  these  oar  iastroctioasy  and  ether  yoor 
dispatches,  to  repair,  as  so^n  as  conTeniently 
you  can,  to  Genoa*  Leghorn^  or  suoh  other 
neater  coontry  or  place  as  you  ^all  judge 
nK>8t  proper  for  carrytng  on  onr  servioe  in  tJSu 
particular;  and,  being  arrived  ther^,  yon  arc 
to  treat  with  the  said  Catalans,  or  any  other 
~  people  of  6pain,  about  their  oomiag  into  the 
interest  of  Charles  third,  king  of  Spain,  and 
joining  with  ns  and  our  allies.  To  which  porw 
pose,  you  shall  inform  yourself  what  minEiber  of 
ships  and  land  forces,  what  qoantity  of  armi 
and  ammanition  tfaev  may  eipect;  and  likewise 
what  nunber  of  land  forces  may  be  thought  re- 

auisise  for  sttpporting  theea,  and  for  facilitating 
lis  design :  And,  on  the  other  side,  what  force, 
•f  horse  and  foot  they  will  be  obliged  to  raise, 
and  in  what  tine ;  wbrt  provisions  of  all  torts 
th^  can  supply  for  our  fleet  and  army ;  and  at 
isbat  time  they  will  eapect-the  asiistonce  of  our 
troops,  and  where  the  forces  shall  aneet,  aad 
in  what  manner  they  asay  best  co-operato. 
¥oa  shall  as  often  as  cenveniently  you  can, 
give  an  account  to  the  earl  of  GiUawaT  of  she 
proeress  you  make  io  this  negotiation,  in  order 
to  ue  better  concerting  the  operations,  and 
the  manner  of  rendering  what  is  done  on  the 
Portugal  side  niost  beneficial  towards  carrying 
on  and  promoting  what  shall  be  undertaken  by 
the  Caialao^  as  well  as  for  renderinf  any  an- 
dertakings  on  the  side  of  Catalonia,  by  way  of 
dirersioa  or  otherwise,  most  advantageous  for 
promoting  such  designs  as  mav  be  utuiertaken 
In  Portugal,  or  on  any  part  of  the  coast  of  Spain. 
Jknd  it  IS  chiefly  to  ne  oonsidersd,  in  what 
place  and  manner  our  fleet  and  landmen  on 
-board,? aad  that  accompany  it,  maybe  employed 
to  the  be^t  advantage. 

You  are  not  onlv  tocotrespood  with  the  earl 
ofGallway,  bat  also  with  the  prince  of  Hess^ 
and  with  the  admiral[of  our  flee*^  and  com- 
meander  in  chief  of  our  fl>roeSy  when,  and  as 
often,  as  you  shall  see  occasion  for  the  «>od  of 
our  Service ;  and  likewise  with  liichard  Hill, 
eso  ;  or  other  oar  envoy  extraordinary  with  the 
duke  ofSavoy.  And,  in  citfe  of  noy  em^rfent 
occasioii,  yon  mar  send  an  expres  to  our  said 
envoy,  desiring  him  to  send  to  you,  without 
delay,  such  of  our  frigates  now  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean, under  his  direction,  as  can  inoftt  coavo- 
niently  be  bkd,  and  to  obey  suchordeia  as  you 
nhaU  gi^e;  Wberei^oa  yoo  are  binlby  om« 


potied  to  ijiipatcb  mA  Sn§m  to  liAoa^  ta 
oor  flai^  or. Gibraltar,  asoar  semc^  10119 
n^wf,  for  the  better  pmqwiting  tim  ondrr 
tokii^ 

YouiMigiivetlia  Catalans,  or  otber  Sp*- 
nierds,  assuraocea'  of  our  otmosi  eiid«aovowF 
to  procoire  the  estahlishm^at  of  all  nock  i^ghti 
aad  ifDOUMiiMesasthey  hftpefomiariy  «ojoys4 
under  the  bouse  of  Austria,  andth^  cuAm^ 
tioo  of  such  iitlasas  may  heira  bacD  coiaferfe^ 
on  any  of  tUem  by  the  duke  of  Asgoo ;  aa^ 
that  we  have,  for  tbeir  further  satisfactioii,  seat 
to  king  Charks  thkd,  for  powers  for  oonfina- 
ing  the  same  to  them,  which  we  do  eoi  doubt 
^lie  success  of;  and  what  we  are  willing,  if  thej 
insist  on  it,  togive  our  goanuitee  that  it  sbaU  bs 
dene. 

Yea  may  give  them  an  account  of  the  forces 
we  intend  to  employ  on  the -coast  of  Spaia  this 
year :  which  are  intended  to  consist  of  64  diips 
if  the  line,  with  frigates,  tenders,  and  tnuMports, 
with  8000  English  and  Dutch  landmen,  to  be 
emplojfed  as  shall  be  judeed  best  for  the  ser^ 
vice;  But  you  are  to  make  use  of  this  upon 
occasion,  to  excite  them  to  make  the  greater 
provision  on  their  part;  not  acquaiming  them 
with  the  whole  strength  at  the  first,  but 
raising  it  by  degrees,  so  as  to  get  tbe  better 
terms. 

In  caae  any  of  the  nobility  shall  insist  to 
have  any  sum  of  money  to  be  advanced  to  them 
upon  condition  of  services  to  bl  performed  fay 
them,  yott  are  to  ^e  an  account  tbereof  to  os ; 
and  in  the  mean  time  you  are  to  assure  them 
that  you  do  not  doubt,  but  yoa  shall  be  «mpowv 
ered  to  remit  to  thepi  whatsoever  is  necessary 
and  reasonable  for  their  support,  as  soon  as 
tbey  are  actually  in  the  field.  But  you  are 
always  to  vtmember  to  put  a  just  value  on  tlie 
extraordinaij  expence  bermaj^y  is  at,  upon 
aceount  of  this  expedition,  for  the  common 
benefit. 

fill  ■  »■■ 

No.  46. 

Mr,  Cnow^  Commission  to  irtat  wdlk  lAe  Ce* 


Amrb  fi. 
Anne,  by  the  grace  of  God,  queen  of  Great 
Britain,  France,  and  Treland,  defender  of  tbe 
faith,  ^  To  aU  to  wbara  these  presents  shadl 
oome,  greeting.  Whereas  it  highly  cooeems 
us,  as  weir  as  oor  allies,  that  tie  SpaoiiaRis 
shaking  off  the  hea;ry  yoke  of  tbe  dommiao  of 
France,  should  return  to  the  obedience  of  tbe 
mostangus^  house  of  Austria,  whidi  tbat  na- 
tion has,  for  several  ages,  found  to  be  mild ; 
and,  being  informed  that  tbe  rndst^noUe  pnn« 
cipality  of  Catalonia  are  desiroos  so  to  do;  la 
order  to  promote  so  good  a  design,  and  even 
with  onr  soccooial  of  money,  and  the  bslp  of 
our  arms,  to  bring  it  as  soon  as  possibfe  to  aa 
bapfnTend;  We  think  fit  to  enter  into  a  tieacy 
with  Cbe  sakl  priDdpality,  br  any  odier  prt/fince 
of.  Spain,  ujpoo  ooBdioen  they  acknowledge  aad 
receive  Charles  tbe  tbird,  as  lawfol  fiagof 
SftuBf  «Bd«ttMiyabdi(GiitetbaboaMofBeor- 
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strength  tiid  troops  wkh  oura^  to  tttaek  th^ 
duke  of  Anj^u  ind  bib  ndhereiiw.  Know  ye 
thei«farOy  timt  we  bave  fhllj  ompowetied  ouf 
trusty  antf  mt]\  bdoved  Mitford  Crowe,  esq. 
(who  it  aoqnaintod  with  those  cooBCries)  to 
make  an  alliance  between  us,  and  the  said 
prtncipalitj,  or  anj  other  province  of  Spain  i 
and  have  ordered  hini,  as  we,  b?  virtue  ofthese 
presents,  empovrer  and  order  hits,  to  confer, 
aeree  npofi.  and  do  and  conclude  every  thing 
with  the  drpoties  of  the  said  principality^  or 
any  atber  province,  also  fully  empoweredj  that 
may  conduce  to^the-finisbing  so  good  a  work; , 
'And  we  do  promise,  that  whatever  he  shall 
transact  and  conclude  in  our  name,  in  the  said 
treaty  of  alliance  between  us  and  the  said  prin- 
cipality, or  any  other  province,  we  will  accept 
and  ratify  the  same.  In  witness  whereof  we 
have  signed  these  presents,  and  caused  our  seal 
to  be  aiffixed  to  the  same.  Given  at  our  court 
at  St.  James's,  the  7th  of  March,  1705,  in  the 
third  year  of  our  leign. 

No.  47. 
Mr,  Caow's  Credentials  to  thi  Catalanif  ^e. 
Anne,  by  the  grace  of  God,  ooeeo  of  Great 
Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  defender  of  the 
faith,    &CC.     To    the  mo^    illustrious,  most 
noble,      and     most     excellent     lords,    the 
dukes,  marquises,  counts,  barons,  nobles,  gen- 
tlemen, magistrates  of  towns,  and  governors  of 
places,  or  any  their  officers,  both  military  and 
civil,  of  the  principality  of  Catalonia,  or  any 
others  whosoever  of  any  province  in  Spain,  to 
whom    these  presents  shall  come,  ^rreeting, 
Whereas  we  have  taken  up  arms  to  vindicate  the 
liberties  of  Europe  against  the    exhorbitant 
power  of  France,  and  to  this  end  we  make  our 
efforts  to  prevent  the  neighbooriag  nations  from 
becoming  its  slaves;  and  being  also  informed 
that  you  have  always  bad  a  fervent  zeal  for 
liberty,  aad  that  you  seem  to  disdain  the  yoke 
of  the  dominion  of  France,,  which  is  laid  on 
yoor  necks:  and  that  you  design,  as  becomes 
brave  men,  to  shake  off  the  same;  We  have 
therefore  thought  fit  to  ^end  our  trnsty  and  well 
beloved  Mitfbrd    Crowe,   esq.    towardi  you, 
lon^  since  known  to  some  amongst  you,  not 
only  to  know  your  thoughts  upon  tliis  subject 
andf  to  confirm  you  in  so  brave  a  design,  but 
we  have  alsa  fully  empowered  him  to  treat  with 
you,  and  to  do  evcvy  tfahig  diat^  may  conduce 
to  the  finishing  this  good   work.     We  hope 
therefore  that  his  coming  will  bo  acceptable  to 
you,  and  we  desire  yo«,  for  the  same  reason, 
that  yon  will  bear  him  favourably,  and  give  an 
intire  £iith  to  every  thing  he  shall  tell  you  in 
Odr  name.    Given  at  our  palace  at  St.  James's 
March  7,  1705,  in  the  third  year  of  our  reign. 

Si.  Jamii  May  1,  1705. 
IxsTmTH9TiOM»  ^0  thfEorl  cf  Peterborough  and 
I  '    Sir  GUfudesfy  Showei. 

I  (Extract.) 

Wtiercas  nothing  cat)  be  of  more  importance' 
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t»  sbd  eiMisMott  eacM,  i^  prdv<^iDdEeil»co«dnch<# 
uy  the  estabUsbment  of  king  CbarlesIII.  6n  the 
throne  of  Spaiitr,  tlMm  the  possesSbn  of  Bmei> 
lona  and  CadiK :  ^e  diefeforetsomnmnd  yy>n  to 
coneur  to  tte  tttmost  of^  y^ur  power,  with  alt 
saeb  measures- as  may  be  proposed  to  yotf,  for 
the  tvdoetioil*  of  those  important  places.  Buif 
since  there  k  reason  to  believe,  that  the  at- 
tempts on  Ciidis  will  be  more  practicable  itt 
your  return,  yod  are  therefore,  withoilt  loss  of 
timer,  la  proceed  to  the  coast  of-  Catalonia, 
leaving  the  exeoutton  of  the  attempt  on  Cadit 
to  a  inorcf  proper  season,  when  they  less  expect 
yon,  and  when  yotf  may  probably  have  sonM 
assistance  f^m  the  ahny  in  Pbrtngal,  and  the 
garrison  of  Gibraltar.  And,  being  arrived  oti' 
the  coast  of  Catalonia,  ^  reqtHre  and'cotfimatld 
yon  to  do  the  best  you  can,  to  induce  the  Ca« 
talans  to  cooperate* with  yon  fbr  tibe  redtictioti 
of  Spain  to  the  obedience  of  king  Charles  IXT. 
And  joa  are  to  encourage  those  people  wHoitf 
we  think  well-affeCtiExl  to  the^oose  of  Austria, 
ta  shake  off  the  yoke  of  Prance  :  and,  to  ani^ 
mate  them  to  prosecute  their  liberty  with  mor6 
vigour,  YOU  are  hereby  empowered  to  assure 
them,  toat  tfiey shall  not  want  our  support; 
and  you  itiay  promise  them,  in  our  name,  that 
we  will  secure  them  a  confirmatidYi  of  their 
rights  and  liberties,  from  the  king  of  Spaiti,  that 
they  m^y  be  settled,  on  a  lasting  foundation,  to 
them  and  their  posterities;  and  you  must  usd' 
vour  best  endeavours,  that  the  declarations  t(> 
be  issued  by  his  cathoKc  majesty  be  suitable  abd 
agreeing  vnth  those  pubUshed  by  our  order. 
But  in  case  you  find  no  suitable  returns  front 
the  Catalans  and .  Spaoiardl  to  our  kind  oflbrs, 
and  that  thej  are  not  to  be  prevailed  on,  by 
fair  means,  to  espouse  the  interesti  of  tha 
House  of'Atisttia,  then  you  are  to  take  proper 
measures  for  annoying  the  towns  on  the  coast 
of  Spain,  and  redtice  them  by  force:  In  this, 
and'  all  other  services^  governing  yottnelver,  as 
befbre  directed^  by  cooncil  of  wan 

You  are  to  correspond  with  Mitford  Crowe^^ 
est)  I  who  is  now  at  Genoa  tiy  oor  cothmand, 
in  order  to  send  adtices  of  the  dispositiona  of 
the  Gatalalaos. 


No;  49.       - 

JSarl  of  PXTEKBOROVOBVMANtFMtO  ill  Spain. 

To  all  the  le^l  Subjects  of  the  Monarchy  of 
Spain,  of  what  Rank  or  Quali^  soever, 
Churchmen  or  Laymen,  within  the  domir 
nioas  of  the  Crown  of  Spain,  greetinga 

Our  Sovereign  Lady,  Anne,  by  the  Grace  of 
God,  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  FVance  ahd' 
Ireland,  &c.  having  thought  fit  to  constihiteand 
notpinate  ns,  general  of  the  troops  which  her 
majesty  has  joraed  with  those  of  the  lords' the 
States  General,  and  which  are  employed  to  ^ 
maintain  the  just  right  of  the  most  aogust' 
House-  of  Austria  to  the  monarchy  of  Spain, 
and  to  assist  their  other  ^Utes  t  we  have  judged  ' 
it  necessary  and  conveni^it  to  declare,  before 
we  proceed  to  open  force,  that  we  are  net  c 
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into  dMte  fMHi  to  Uka  powanino  of  anj  place 
ib  the  name  of  her  Britaonic  mw^eMlj,  or 
of  the  lords  the  States  General,  or  to  briog  int^ 
these  countries  the  onftinarj  devastations  and 
usual  calamities  of  war;  but  to  defend  and  pro- 
tect the  good  and  lojal  sui{)ecU  of  the  said 
monarchy,  and  to  free  them  from  the  insup- 
portable yoke  of  a  government  of  foreigners, 
and  from  the  slaveiy  to  which  tbej  have  been 
reduced  and  sold  to  France,  bj  ill-desigpiing 
persont.  The  intention,  therefore,  of  her  said 
majesty,  and  of  the  lords^the  States  General, 
being  to  maintain  the  just  richt  of  the  House  of 
Austria,  and  the  liberty  and]  privileges  of  the 
•ubiects  of  his  catholic  majesty:  we  declare 
and  promise,  by  these  presents,  that  all  loyal 
and  true  Spaniards,  who  shall  not  oppose  our 
forces,  but  give  demonstrations  of  tneir  loyal 
and  due  obedience  to  their  king,  Charles  the 
third,  shall  be  protected  and  maintained  in  their 
religion,  persons*  estates,  offices,  and  privileges, 
without  any  molestation.  But  if  (contrary  to 
our  hopes)  the  inhabitants  and  people  of  these 
countries  shall  not  concur  with  us  in  the  exe- 
cution of  the  good  intentions  of  her  said  ma- 
jesty, and  of  the  lords  the  States  General:  we 
cake  God  to  witness,  that  they  wilfuUv  draw 
upon  themselves  all  the  hostilities  which  may 
be  committed  by  the  forces  under  our  com- 
mand ;  and  that  the  blame  will  lie  at  the  door 
of  such  Spaniards,  who  when  so  fair  an  oppor- 
tmiity  is  offered  them,  to  give  oroofs  of  their 
loyalty,  and  follow  the  motives  or  their  dut^  and 
interest,  shall  let  slip  so  favourable  a  conjunc- 
ture. 


ta$it 


t««* 


No.  50. 


£gTiLiCT  cf  lord  LeMngton^i  lysTKxrcTioirs 
mhiek  he  went  Ambmaador  to  Spain.  Dated 
at  Windsor,  the  Itt  day  qfSept.  ITIS. 
As  soon  as.you  receive  these  otur  instractioiis, 
a^nd  your  other  dispatches,  you  shall  repair, 
with  all  diligence,  to  Madrid,  or  wherever  else 
you  are  informed  the  court  is.    Upon  your  ar- 
rival you  shall  immediately  give  notice  thereof 
to  the  secretary  of  state,  and  acquaint  him  that 


Ton  a^  come  thither  upon  the  assurances  we 
have  had  from  the  most  christian  king,  that  tou 
•ball  be  kindly  treated,  and  that  yon  shall  be 


permitted  te  be  present  in  person  at  the  so- 
lemnity of  the  renunciation  that  is  to  be  made 
to  the  crown  of  France.  You  shall,  at  the  same 
time,  let  him  know,  that  we  have  fully  autho- 
rised you,  to  take  upon  yon  the  character  of 
our  ambassador  extraordinary,  and  to  adumw- 
lec^  the  kiug  of  Spain  and  the  Indies  as  soon 
^  be  shall  have  made  his  renunciation  in  the 
form  agreed  on,  and  shall  acknowledge  the  suc- 
cession to  the  imperial  crown  of  th^  realms, 
in  the  protestaot  line,  m  ihit  House  of  Hanover, 
in  the  same  manner  the  French  king  has  done, 
and  diaU  have  signified  to  you  his  resolutions  to' 
execute  whatever  has  been  stmulated  by  the 
most  christian  king  in  his  behalf. 

You  are  to  represent  to  his  auyesty,  or  his 
ministers^  that  it  is  no  less  for  hLi  iaurest  than 


lor  our  hoQ(Mir»  that  •  general 

graatfd,  without  exception^  to  aU  I  . 

who  have  adhaced  to  the  Hom  of  AasHM,  aad 

in  a  particular  manaer  to  thtt  Catalya,  witb 

regard  to  their  persons,  caCataay  dignitieni  and 

pnvilqgea. 

No.  51. 

EzTftACT  of  the  DakAiiDaaiaiie  hy  Lord  Lum^ 
ton  to  the  amrt  of  Madrid,  on  tkt  pmrt  ^ 
the  Qaeea  of  Great  Britain,  October  1711. 

Art:  3.  The  qoeen  of  Great  BritUB  prays 
his  majesty  to  grant  a  general  aasnesty,  wnhoot 
exception,  to  aJl  Spanwrds,  who  hare  adhered 
to  the  house  of  Austria,  and  parcicolarlj  the 
Catalans,  the  qoeen  thinking  it  aa  pcccsiaiy  is 
the  interests  of  his  Catholic  majesty,  aa  for  kr 
honour. 


No.  52. 


Jjord  Daktmovth  to  the  Merpam  de  Movt- 
Lxows,  Jan.  14th,  iris-is. 

Sir ;  The  queen  having  understood  by  the 
duke  of  ShrewsburyVlast  letters,  tbat  the  catho- 
lic king  did  not  intend  that  the  amneaty  be 
granted  to  the  Cardans,  should  extend  to  the 
preservation  of  their  privileges ;  I  cannot  ex- 
press to  you  sir,  how  much  surprise  ber  ma- 
jesty shewed  upon  it :  for  to  tpeak  plainly  to 
you,  it  was  never  thought  hb  catholic  nuyesiy 
designed  to  take  away  the  lives  of  the  inbahi. 
tents  of  a  whole  province,  so  there  waa  no  oc- 
casion to  provide  for  it  by  a  treaty.  Tbe  sole 
thing  then  intended  in  stipulating  a  general  am- 
nesty, could  be  no  other,  than  tbi^  tins  peo- 
vince  should  be  permitted  to  enjoy)  the  same 
privileges,  and  be  upon  the  same  foot  in  ereiy 
respect,  as  it  was  at  the  death  of  tbe  lata  kbg 
of  Spain,  Charles  tbe  Sd.  Tbe  Queen,  air,  has 
ordered  me  to  represent  this  to  your  exoallcncy 
in  a  most  earnest  manner,  as  a  matter  in  wbicb 
her  majesty's  bononr  is  tery  mocb  oanoeraed, 
that  she  looks  upon  it  as  an  artiole  abaadj 
stipulated  in  all  its  forms,  and  which  abe  thinks 
herself  obliged  by  motives  of  conscieuc«  not  tn 
depart  from. 

No.  53. 

Trantlation  of  Lord  Lbxivotoii*8  Letter  te 

Mr.  Oret,  Aug.  16th,  inS. 

I  set  out  to-morrow  for  the  Escarial,  to  cn|oy 

the  only  moment  of  leisure  I  have  bsHd  siaoe 

my  arrival  at  Madrid.    I  beg  I  maj  baveaa 

lariai  toncbnu 


answer  to  my  last  memorial  toncbwg  St.  Sa- 
crament, at  my  retom,  to  send  it  away  bj  the 
aext  post;  also  I  iotreat  you,  sir,  tnTnnaiJrr 
well  your  ovm  mterests,  if  you  wiU  not  do  it  ia 
regard  to  the  instances  of  the  queen  my  nustran, 
your  suspension  of  arms- on  that  aide,  which 
ends  ia  less  than  two  months  ;  tbe  ttfjsM,mk^ 
you  are  under  to  withdraw  your  troopa  fios 
Andalousia,  to  put  an  end  to  tbe  reballioaof 
tbe  Catalans;  aad  if  it  would  not  for  tfacM 
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reasons  be  vnj  BQch  fonyoar  convenience,  to 
make  peace  with  Portugal  in  the  present  con- 
juncture. I  ask  Tou  a  tliousaod  pardons  fur 
concerning  mjrtelf  in  jour  affairs. 


No.  54. 


SxtrBct  of  the  King  ^/'Spain's  Ansmer  U  my 
'LardLzxiVQTO^^aMemorialf  Dec,  15, 1713. 

As  to  the  amnesty  which  is  proposed  and  de- 
sired in  the  sixth  point  for  the  Catalans,  though 
bis  mnjestV  might  refuse  it,  as  well  onaccount 
of  the  little  thc«e  people  have  deserved  from 
biro,  as  of  the  oondidon  to  which  thej  are  now 
reduced  in  the  little  ground  thej  are  possessed 
of  in  that  principality,  being  without  the  astist- 
anoe  of  her  mi^esty  of  Great  Britain's  troops, 
and  those  of  Portugal,  which  are  wjtbdf^wn, 
and  his  roajesty*s  troops,  and  those  of  the  king 
his  grandfather,  being  ready  to  enter,  in  this 
very  month  of  December,  by  three  several  ways 
jnio  their  country ;  notwithstanding  all  these 
reasons,  his  majesty^  more  out  of  complaisance 
to  her  British  majesty,  and  to  gire  her  satis- 
faction, than  for  any  of  the  arguments  thatha^e 
been  offered,  is  willing  to  grant  his  pardon  to  all 
the  Catalans,  who  acknowledgine  the  king's 
clemency,  and  repenting  them  of  their  error 
shall  submit  to  his  dominion  and  vassalage, 
vrithin  the  ti/ne  that  shall  be  prefixed  for  that 
purpose. 

No.  55. 

Mxtract  of  the  Convention  for  evacuating  Ca- 
talonia, fyc.   March   14,  1713. 

Art.  1.  All  the  troops  of  tl4e  emperor  and 
of  the  all^s  shall  be  sent  away  out  oi  (he  prin-* 
ctpality  of  Catalonia,  and  the  islands  of  Ma- 
jorca and  Ivica. 

8.  Moreover  a  general  amnesty  and  a  per- 

Setual  oblivion,  &c.  shall  be  granted,  and  shall 
e  published  immediately,  in  due  form,  from 
Che  time  that  the  evacuation  b^ins,  for  all  the 
subjects  and  the  inhabitants  of  Catalonia,  and 
of  the  said  islands,  as  well  secular  as  ecclesias- 
tical. 

9.  But  whereas  the  plenipotentiaries  of  his 
imperial  miyesty,  have  still  insisted  upon  the 
enjoyment  of  the  privileges  of  the  Catalans, 
and  of  the  subjects  and  inhabitants  of  Majorca 
and  Ivica,  before  the  evacuation,  pnt  on  the 
part  of  France,  and  of  her  allies,  whatever 
relates  to  this  affiur,  is  referred  to  the  conclasion 
of  the  future  peace,  her  royal  majesty  of  Great 
Britain,  has  again  declared,  that  she  will  inter- 
pose her  good  offices  in  the  mos^  effectual  man- 
ner, whenever  there  shall  be  occasion,  that  for 
the  future,  the  inhabitants  of  Catalonia,  Ma- 
jorca, and  Ivica,  may  enjoy  tlieir  privileges,  ia 
which  the  said  imperial  plenipotentiary  minis- 
ters did  at  last  acauiesce,  since  the  most  chris- 
tian king  himself  had  ordered  it  to  be  dechired 
by  his  plenipotentiary  ministers  that  he 
would  also  join  his  endeavovit  for  ^t  pur- 
pose. 


Nor.  56. 


Extract  of  a  letUr  from  Lord  LExiNOTen  to 
the  Lord  Dartmouth,  August  7, 1713. 

Monsieur  Orry  spoke  to  me  from  the  king 
Jast  week,  saying  that  his  majesty  desired,  that 
the  queen  would  be  pleased  to  lend  Lim  six  or 
more  ships  to  block  up  Barcelona ;  and  this 
momhig  the  princess  pressed  me  extremely 
upon  tbe  same^ul^ect;  I  answered  to  both, 
that  I  could  say  natbing  to  it,  but  that  I  was 
afraid  it  would  meet  with  thia  difficulty,  that 
her  majesty  would  be  very  unwilling  to  lend  her ' 
ships  to  exterminate  a  people,  that  had  taken 
up  arms  in  a  great  measure  at  the  instigation  of 
her  ministers ;  and  that  she  would  think  she 
had  done  enough  to  gratify  the  king  of  Spain, 
in  not  insisting  upon  the  preserving  for  them 
their  ancient  liberties,  without  helping  to  des- 
troy them ;  and  that  if  his  majesty  could  ha^a 
beenprevailed  upon  to  have  been  less  rigid  upon 
that  head,  all  this  had  btfen  avoided,  and  the 
Catalans  perhaps  in  a  great  tranquillity, 
and  as  obedient  subjects  as  any  in  Spain  at 
this  day. 

No.  57. 
lyantlation  of  the  Lord  Lexinotov's  Letter 

to  the  Deputies  of  Babcelona.  Nov,  28, 

1713. 

Gentlemen  ; 
I  wish  I  could  have  seep,  before  my  depar- 
ture for  England*  the  desires  of  the  queen  my 
mistress  accomplished;  but  it  is  so  long  since  I 
have  received  herYnajesty's  orders  to  return, 
that  I  cannot  defer  the  same  an^  longer,  and  I 
set  out  this  day  from  Madrid,  m  order  to  ga 
and  embark  at  Lisbon,  where  one  of  our  men 
of  war  stays  for  me,  so  that  the  best  I  thooght 
I  could  do  for  you,  was  to  employ  the^last 
moments  of  my  stay,  in  supplicating  anew  the 
king  your  master,  to  receive  your  obedience  in 
the  words  of  the  treaty  of  Utreclrt,  and,  to  par* 
don  your  refusal  of  the  amnesty  which  was  of- 
fered you  by  his  catholic  majesty.  I  change 
the  consul  at  Alicant  to  convey  this  letter  to 
yen,  under  any  pretext  whatsoever,  and  that 
It  may  be  delivered  safe  to  you,  that  it  may 
induce  you,  for  your  own  good,  to  take  the 
resolution  of  havmg  recourse  to  the  king's  cle- 
mency. There  are  advices  here  which  afsuse, 
us,  that  you  have  apphed  to  tlie  4|ueen  my  mis* 
tress,  for  using  lier  good  offices  with  the  catholic 
kin|j,  for  obtaining  this  fovour  in  your  behalf; 
relymg  upon  those  advices,  I  venture  writing 
to  you  upon  this  subject,  having  always  been 
desirous  to  contribute  to  every  thing  mqst  fa- 
vourable that  might  be  demanded  for  you  a| 
this  juncture,  which  is  such,  that  I  must  repeal 
to  you,  I  cannot  give  you  a  better  advice,^  than 
that  of  accepting  the  amnesty  in  the  manner  it 
was  offered  you;  since  God  has  90!  permitted 
that  any  diing  more  could  be  obtained  in  your 
fiivour.  I  leave  my  secretai^at  Madrij^to 
whom  the  consul  will  transmit  yoor  answer^ 
which  may  oome  to  my  baada  al  tosboii,  h9bt% 
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I  embark,  in  case  you  takit  your  reflations 
without  any  dcftay,  and  soon  enough  for  that 
purpose^  I  could  write  from  thence  in  such  a 
manner  as  you  should  desire,  having  always 
been,  full  of  good  will  lor  you,  and  ready  to  lay 
bold  of  all  opportunities  of  shewing  you  bow 
Auch  I  am,  &c. 

No.  -58. 

Extract  of' a  Letter  frmn  Lord  LexinCton  to 
.     M.  OKav,  Hfffo,  50,  iri5. 

Sir;  I  send  you  the  letter  for  the  peotlemen 
of  Barcelona,  as  we  have  concerted  ic,  and  ap- 
prored  by  his  majesty,  a  letter  for  the  count  of 
Lecberaine,  and  another  for  our  consul  at 
Alicauf;  it  is  uecessarr  that  the  coynt  of  L^ 
cheraine  should  be  made  privy  to  this  natter, 
for  otherwise  it  would  be  very  difficult  U>  pep* 
juade  any  one  to  undertake  |ach  anamur, 
which  leads  directly  to  the  ffallewt.  .Yoamoit 
either  secure  the  person  by  a  pasnport,  that 
will  undertake  k^  or  nve him  a idoo  reward; 
otherwise  you  will  find  nobody  to  do  it. 

I  desire  yoo,air,  to  be  perhsctl^  persuaded, 
that  where>ever  I  am  you  have  a  faithful  servant 
'  sensible  of  all  the  obligadons  you  have  laid  upon 
me,  I  deaire  you  to  lay  Bie  at  the  feet  t»f  the 
king  and  of  the  oueeo,  to  whose  tervice  I  shall  be 
devoted  all  mylile,  I  ^  away  deeply  afiecced  with 
all  the  favours  and  civilities  their  majesties  have 
aho  wn  me  on  all  occasions.  I  shall  have  an  eternal 
gratitude  for  all  theoiarks  of  aoodoess  of  om- 
dam  the  princess,  and  will  natmil  to  acquaint 
the  queen  with  the  seal  she  has  aiwaya  abewed 
fw  her  miyesty's  service. 

No.  59. 

JLxiroct  vf  a  LeUtrfrom  Mr.  BuMV,  le  Mr. 
TitsoNy  Dec.  4^  1713,  j^.  S. 

His  lordship  orders  me  to  tend  you  likewise 
the  letter,  mention^  therein,  to  the  gentlemen 
df  the  deputation  of  Barcelona,  whicb  his  ex* 
eellenby  has  been  persuaded  to  write,  at  the 
t«peatcdfiesire  of  this  court. 

That  about  a  fortnight  a^  this  was  proposed 
lo  his  excellency  by  the  French  ambas^dor, 
who  at  the  same  time  read  a  paragraph  out  of 
a  letter  from  M.  de  Torcy,  wherein  he  eajs, 
l!bat  ^e  queen  had  desired  h»  master  to  join 
with  her,  in  otder  to  induce  this  court  to  ac- 
commodate that  a£fair  ;  to  wl>ich  his  lordship 
answered,  that  he  coald  say  nothing  to  it, 
aince  he  had  received  no  orders  to  that  pur- 
pose. 

Thai  the  same  was  afterwards  proposed  by 
the  prilicess,  and  in  a  very  pressine  manner, 
the  tborning  before  his  lordship  lef^  this  court^ 
and  at  .the  samo  time  told  him,  that  the  king 
desired  he  would  come  to  him  that  evening ; 
'  which  his  lordship  accordin^y  did,  when  bis 
tttajesty  waspleasea  to  tell  bmi,  that  he  had  re- 
<peived  a  letter  firOm  his  grandfather  to  the  same 
purpose  with  what  the  French  ambassador  had 
More  coMliiiii,  nod  itoCherefbM  be  desired 


I  his  lordship  would  Write  sadh  m  letter ;  iq>oa 
which  his  excellency  told  his  miyesty  much 
the  same  as  what  you  will  find  marked  in  this 
^letter  to  Mr.  Orry ;  however  he  ^ooght  he 
could  not  refuse  to -comply  with  his  majea^s 
repeated  desire  upon  this  occasion,  enectally 
since  there  is  nothing  contained  in  the  said 
letter,  but  vrhat  has  been  agreed  npoo  at 
Utrecht,  and  his  lordship  was  [he  more  inclmed 
then?(n  for  this  reason,  that  if  they  bad  a  laind 
to  accommodate,  the  oueen  would  bate  the 
mediation ;  and  if  they  had  not,  that  then  this 
court  would  see,  that  her  majee^  would  he 
always  ready  toaervetbem,  and  how  oecesaanf 
she  might  be  to  them  upon  all  occaeions,  whicii 
his  brdsbip  hoped,  would  tery  OMicb 
the  cendusioQ  of  the  peace. 

No.  €0. 

Estraei  of  Sir  Pateick  Lawubs's  i 

aiion  to  the  Lard  BoLiJiftAio&x,  'S^L  9» 
1715. 

Whereas  the  treaty  for  the  evacuating  of  Ca* 
talonia  has  not  been  effectuated  on  the  part  of 
bis  imperial  mi^esty,  and  that  the  inhabitanta 
of  Barcelona  and  Majorca  do  still  refuse  to 
put  titemselves  under  the  king  of  Spain's  sub- 
jections, live  in  an  hostile  manner,  committing 
great  depredadoiis  at  sea,  and  interrupting  aU 
commerce  and  oorrespondence  in  the  Mediter* 
ranean ;'  in  whicb  it  is  apprehended  they  will 
be  assisted  by  the  Avenues  and  other  Moors, 
to  the  uoiversal  detriment  of  all  the  trading 
natioifs  of  Europe,  unless  some  speedy  jiieana 
be  found  to  prevent  the  same  by  a  naval 
strength :  It  is  submitted  to  the  considemCioa 
of  her  iB^esty,  not  only  as  guarao^of  tba 
aforesaid  treaty  of  evacuation,  but  as  it  ao  Bifr» 
terially  concerns  the  iaterest  of  Great  Britain; 
and  therefore  his  catholic  mijesty  hopes,  that 
her  majesty  will  order  a  squadron  of  her  ships 
of  war,  for  the  pmpose  of  suppressing  dios^ 
evil  practices,  reducmg  his  eatholic  majesty^ 
subjects  to  their  obedience,  and  tbercl^  com* 
plete  the  tranquillity  of  Spain,  and  of  the  Me» 
diterranean  commerce. 


No.  61. 


Extract    tf  the  Imtructum  for  Skr 
WxsaaRT,  lehruars  «8,  ITIS. 

Whereas  frequent  complaints  have  been 
made  to  us,  diat  the  trade  of  our  subjects  has 
been  interrupted  in  those  seas  in  an  onusoat 
aud  extraordmary  manner  by  ships  and  vessels 
belonging  to  Catalonia,  Majorca,  Sardiaiii, 
Naples,  and  other  places;  you  are  therefbra 
upon  all  such  complaints  whidi  you  shall  re« 
ceive  from  hence,  or  which  shall  be  broi^ 
there  by  our  subjects  claiming  your  protectiee, 
to  appl^  in  the  most  proper  ,method  ybo  cso 
for  resutution  to  be  made,  and  satisAretioB  to 
be  given;  and  you  are  to  let  the  persons  cen* 
oeraed  kno^,  tuit  in  case  of  r^usal,  yeu  are 
directed  to- .make  repriaalf^  an^^ttootdMt 
4       lOOgl^ 
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wfh99  7«a  jwlfi  it  9^cfmmr  ywi  ate  to  mdk* 
fi^riaals  upon  Mcb  os  roftiae  to  do  justice  to 
••r  sttlgeets;  We  being  ^klecmiaed  to  do  ell 
tkat  in  m  liee  towalrdi  reftoaag  the  free  aod 
peece^Ue  nayigetioiiofihote  aeesyeodeeouring 
tbe  tmiet  and  uAmoleited  oomnefoe  oi  all  fair 
•Dd  lavfiil  traders. 

You  will  haYebeieeritli  pat  into  joof  beads 
mm  autbemic  copy  attftted  bj  Tbeo^loe  Blyke, 
late  oeoMusBaiy  of  oor  tt^res  at  Baroeloaa,  of 
tbe  receipt  giveo  there,  for  such  part  of  the 
eaid  stores  as  ware  taken  forcibly  from  him  in 
Ihe  iBonth  of  Aogost  last,  notwithitandiag  his 
frocoring  an  article  of  his  iitstroctions,  bj 
^bichhewas  forbid  to  deliver  oat  au^  stores 
sinleis  hj  dirfctien  froM.our  captain  *general, 
or  oommander  in  chief  of  our  forces ;  you  will 
%«fe  likewise  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  depu- 
tation at  Barcelona  to  our  high  treasurer  of 
Great  Britain,  and  an  eathnate  of  the  value  of 
the  aforesaid  stores  attested  by  the  said  Tlieo* 
philusBlyke.  Upon  these  ibondetions,  when 
3K>n  coaae  beibre  thesaid  city  of  Barcelona,  yoa 
will  in  eor  name  demand  tbe  immediate 
payment  of  the  value  of  the  said  stores  accord- 
ing to  the  estimate  aforementioned^  or  a  suffi- 
cient security  for  tbe  payment  thereof  in  some 
reasonable  time ;  nnd  you  will  further  repre- 
sent to  the  deputation  of  Barcelona  on  this  oo- 
casioo,  that  tbey  have  great  reason  to  think 
themselves  very  tenderly  used,  if  we  only  de- 
xDlkand  the  value  of  the  stores  which  were  taken 
in  so  unjustifiable  a  manner,  to  be  paid  us; 
whereas  we  might  with  so  much  equity,  and  on 
80  good  groun<u  likewise  insist  upon  a  full  re- 

Iiaration  for  the  a£firoot  offered  to  us,  in  vio- 
ently   seizing  our  stores,   and  confining  the 
|>er8on  of  oor  officer. 

We  have  also  directed  that  a  copy  of  tbe 
Isonvention  made  at  Utrecht,  for  the  evacuation 
of  Catalonia,  and  for  preserving  the  neutrality 
of  Italy,  should  be  put  into  your  bands;  we 
easily  foresee  that  many  complaints  will  be 
made,  and  thst  many  disputes  will  arise  con- 
cerning tbe  perforroanee  or  infraction  of  that 
convention,  whereof  we  made  ourselves  con- 
tractor and  guarantee  in  so  very  particulars 
nsmnner.  Whereof  we  think  fit  to  require  and 
command  you  to  endeavour  upon  all  occasions 
to  redress  any  thing  that  may  he  done  contrary 
to  it,  and  to  enforce  a  strict  observance  of  it  in 
all  iu  parts. 

Upon  your  repairing  to  Bareeldna,  yon  are 
likewise  to  aive  notice  of  your  arrival  to  oor 
right,  &C.  Robert  lord  Bingley,  whom  we  have 
appointed  to  be  our  ambassador  extraordinary 
at  the  court  of  Spain,  and  ^  to  tend  him  an  ac- 
count of  your  proceedings ;  and  in  thb  and  all 
other  matters  relating  to  oor  service,  you  will 
take  care  to  correspond  with  our  said  arobas- 
•ador  :  paiticularly  in  order  to  the  putting  an 
«Bd  to  tne  disorders  and  confbsioM  which  now 
i  in  those  parla.  And  when  •  you  shall  be 
med  by  O^r  said  ambassador  of  tbe  nego- 
tiations he  has  adjustwi  concerning  the  inha- 
bitants of  Catalonia,  and  towards  proonring 
ikmjimi^  tnd  mrtlaaant  af  thai  prarmot^  and 


of  the  islaad  of  Majorca,  jau  shall  upon  such 
infomatious  and  advices  take  tha  necessary 
measures  pursuant  to-  oor  inisntioos,  and  tha 
general  instructions  we  have  gwen  yon  in  that 
behalf,  and  according  to  such  other  instraetions 
as  you  may  fieom  tima  to  tune  receive  raUting 


No.  C2. 
Egtre^t  tf  9d4itvmal  Intirucimi  Jor    8i^ 

JAMt»  WiiHAJur,  Umth  18,  1713-14. 

Whereas  by  our  instroctions  to  you  bearing 
date  the  flSth  day  of  February  last,  you  are 
directed  to  give  notioa  of  your  arrival  at  Bar- 
cdena  to  our  right,  he  Kobert  lord  Binjgley, 
who  is  going  as  our  ambassador  extraordinary 
to  tbe  court  of  Madrid,  and  to  pursue  such 
measures  as  are  thsrein  ipentioned :  Oor  will 
and  pleasure  it,  that  you  shouhi  take  care  ta 
time  your  arrival  before  the  said  citv  of  Bar- 
celona, accordmg  to  tha  ad  rices  which  you  shall 
receive  from  oor  said  ambassador.  And 
whereas  he  will  be  instructed  to  u«e  bis  utmost 
endeavours  to  obtain  for  tbepeople  of  Catalo- 
nia (notwithstauding  their  refusal  upOn  the 
evacuation  of  that  coontr^r  by  the  trpops  of  his 
imperial  majesty,  to  submit  to  our  geoa  brother 
tbe  catholic  king)  all  the  security  and  ad  vantagsi 
that  are  possible;  you  shall  therefore,  upoa 
receirin^  trom  our  said  ambassador  an  account 
of  what  he  has  been  able  to  obtain  from  the 
court  of  Madrid  in  their  behalf,  endeavour  by 
the  strongest  representations  vou  ean  mak^ 
to  induce  the  eoveromeot  of  that  principality 
to  accept  of  the  terms  so  obtained,  and  no 
longer  to  continue  a  war,  the  event  of  which 
muit,  sooner  or  later,  be  fotal  to  them. 

And  wliereas  by  our  instructions  afore-mco- 
mentioned,  we  did  likewise  direct  you  to  do- 
roand  satisfaction  from  tbe  inhabitants  of  the 
bland  of  Majorca  and  others,  for  tbe  piratical 
^depredations  which  have  been  and  noa^  be  ex^ 
erdted  on  any  of  our  subjects  trading  in  those 
seas :  Our  further  will  and  pleasure  is,  that  you 
should  in  tbe  first  place  take  all  proper  methods 
of  persuasion  to  induce  the  inhabitants  of  the 
said  island  to  submit  to  tbe  tenns  which  our 
ambassador  at  Madrid  aforesaid  shall  inform 
<  yon  to  be  oftred  to  them ;  and'in  case  they  do 
persist  ia  their  refusal  to  compW  wkh  such 
terms,  then  yon  are  to  employ  the  squadraa 
under  your  command  in  countenancing  and 
assisting  all  attempts  which  may  be  made  for 
the  reducing  of  tbe  aaid  island  of  Minorca  to  a 
due  obedeince,  that  so  tbe  same  baring  been 
yielded  up  by  bis  imperial  nnyesty,  may  become 
subject  to  some,  government  or  other,  and  no 
loneer  remain  in  tbe  state  it  is  at  pfesanty  a 
harbour  for  pirates  and  robbers. 

You  are  to  take  the  first  opportunity  yoo 
have,  when  you  are  on  the  spot,  and  joining 
with  the  Spaniards  in  their  undertakimpt,  to 
settle  with  the  officers  of  the  court  of  Bladrid^ 
the  several  species  of  provision,  «nd  other  ne* 
cessaries  which  our  Isknd  of  Minorca  shall 
hava  oecasioo  to  drwe  for  ^ibeir  st^isteueo 
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ftom  diat  of  Majorca,  Mid  to  adjoit  as  (kr  n% 
poMible  the  (MU'ticular  rates  and  prices  at  which 
tl|e  said  provisions,  and  other  necessaries  shall 
from  time  to  time  be  furnished. 

You  shall  likewise  take  (be  best  care  yon 
can  that  it  may  be  understood,  that  our  subjects 
of  the  Island  of  Minorca  may  have  free  leave 
to  fetch  what  quantity  of  wood  they  sbalHvant 
from  the  island  of  Ivica:  and  if  you  find  tbe 
.  Spaniards  to  take  umbrage  at  this  practice,  or 
to  make  a  difficulty  of  allowing  this  liberty, 
then  you  are  to  insist,  in  consideration  of  ttic 
friendship  between  us,  and  the  catholic  king, 
and  of  the  obligations  whioh  he  has  to  us,  that 
some  agreements  or  convention  be  made  for 
settling  tbat^  matter  on  the  best  terms  that 
can  be  obtained,  and  as  shall  be  reasonable. 

No.  63. 
ExTEACT  ofM.  de  Torty's  letUr  to  Mr.  Prior. 
Marly,  Nov,  ISth,  1713. 

You  received.  Sir,  sometime  since,  orders 
lirom  the  queen  of  Great  Britain,  to  u(;e  Her 
gnod  offices  with  the  king  in  favour  of  the  Ca- 
talans, wbo  have  rcbelM  against  the  king  of 
Spain,  and  of  ttie  iuhabitants  of  Barcelona. 
You  acquainted  toe,  that  ber  Bntannic  majesty 
was  sure  they  would  submit  to  the  king  their 
master  if  that  prince  would  grant  them  a  ge- 
neral amnesty,  the  restitution  and  enjoyment 
of  all  their  estates,  and,  in  short,  the  same  con- 
ditions which  he  had  caused  to  be  offered  them, 
and  which  they  did  not  accept,  without  men* 
tioning  their  ancient  privileges  any  more. 

The  answer  which  the  king  just  now  receives 
from  the  Catholic  king  upon  this  article,  is,  that 
be  is  still  wiUirg  to  grant  the  same  conditions 
to  the  rebellions  Catalans,  notwithstanding  they 
reDdered  themselvm  unw^wchy  of  his  favours, 
by  slighting  them,  and  although  he  is  now  iu  a 
condition  to  reduce  them  by  force  ;  he  desires 
the  king  to  impart  his  answer  to  the  qu^en  of 
Great  Britain,  my  lord  Lexington  having  had 
no  orders  to  apeak  about  this  a£fair. 

No.  64. 
Extract  vf  tny  Lord  Bolitifibroke\  Letter  to 
Mr.  Prior,  Sep^.  25/A,  1713. 
There  is  a  person  here,  of  whom  we  have 
never  taken  the  least  notice  as  a  public  man, 
but  wbo,  however,  is  an  agent  from  the  Ca- 
talans. By  what  wa  observe  in  him,  it  is  pretty 
plain,  that  a  reasonable  acoomodatton  might  hie 
made  with  that. turbulent  people.  What  is  the 
aense  of  the  FrencJi  court  on  this  matter  ?  How 
far  will  li^y  coocvr  with  the  queen  in  advising 
Philip  to  make  an  end  of  that  >rar  ? 

— ^i^ 

No.  65. 

V,xtKktT  df  Sir  Jdmet  Wisharft  Letter  io  my 

lAtrd  BingUy./rom  AUcant  Pyoad,  the  19th 

^May  1714,  0.  5. 

I  take  leave  to  acquaint  your  excellency,  that, 

i^poa  mj  arrival  herei  I  rdc«ived  a  very  civil 


letter  from  M.  GrianMo^  fait  CstfaoBc  niaies«y% 

friacipal  ^(ecretary  of  state,  io  anawer  to  tba 
wrote  to  him  from  Cadii,  together  with  Hie 
king's  order  for  our  being  exempted  from  pay^ 
ing^  tbe  duties  of  such  wine,  oil,  and  other  pro* 
visions,  as  we  should  have  oocaaioii  for,  in  his 
ports  ;  l>ut  tbe  prices  of  them  are  Ui  very  higV 
diat,  though  we  have  now  that  privilege,  «t 
must  think  of  being  supplied  elsewhere  in  the 
Mediterranean,  if  we  don't  find  them  chrapff 
in  fcome  other  ports  of  Spain. 

My  lord,  whereas  it  has  been  usual  that  the 
crant  of  exemption  from  the  said  duties  has 
bet  n  made  to  tbe  admiral  and  commander  ta 
ci  lief  of  her  majesty^  ships  when  on  these  cnaet»{ 
I  desire  your  excellency  may  bd  pleased  ca 
move  that  the  said  grant  be  made  to  wysdf,  if 
you  think  convenient ;  but  as  this  is  but  a  trifle^ 
I  submit  It  to  your  better  judgment,  whether 
the  granting:  of  it  may  not  be  a  means  to  pre* 
veut  any  thin^  thatnii^ht  be  intended  from  the 
court  of  Madrid  ^nore  to  my  advantage,  aad 
do  leave  it  lotirely  to  your  coasiderauoa  what 
may  be  most  for  my  interest  at  that  place. 
And  I  hope,  by  your  lordship's  friendship,  to 
find  some  marks  of  favour  from  thence,  in  re- 
gard of  the  tery  great  expeuce  I  am  at  in  this 
expedition,  which  is  so  much  intended  for  their 
service,  and  for  which  I  have  no  allowance 
from  home,  but  my  pay,  which  won't  defi-ay  half 
my  charges. 

No.  66. 
ExTBACT  of  Sir  James  tVishart^i  Letter  to  Lnrd 
Bing ley t  from  Alicant  Rbady  May  the  21s/, 
1714,  0.  S. 

My  lord,  in  my  letter  of  the  19th  instant^  J 
desired  the  favor  of  your  excellency  to  move  the 
Ring  of  Spain,  tliat  the  grant  of  exemption  of 
the  duties  of  wine,  oil,  &c.  should  be  to  myself, 
in  regard  that  those  who  have  been  -admirab  of 
her  majent^'s  fleet  formerly  io  the  Mediterra- 
nean, have  had  the  same  benefit?  but,  upon  a 
further  consider^itinn  of  this  matter,  whidi  is 
but  of  snmll  moment,  and  that  it  may  appear 
UHich  greater  than  it  really  is,  boch  at  the 
court  of  Spain  aini  Enjgland,  I  desire  your  ex- 
cellency may  not  take  any  notice  of  it,  hot  lei 
the  grant  stand  as  it  does. 

My  lord,  on  ao^  other  occasion  thet  the 
court  of  Madrid  might  take,  to  express  their 
good  will  to  me,  I  humbly  beg  your  excellence's 
countenance  and  assistance,  leaving  it  intirely 
to  you  to  do  therein  as  you  shall  thiuk  fit 


No.  67. 

Copy  of  a  LETTER/rom  Sir  James  Wishari  tatk$ 

Government  of  Barcelona^/rom  on  board  the 

Rippon,  ql  Sea,  July  8, 1714.  0.  5. 

Whereas  many  complaints  have  been  made 

from  time  to  time,  of  toe  .frequent  diaiufbaneM 

given  to  the  commerce  of  tb«  anhjects  of  the 

queen  of  Great  Britaiti,  by  ships  and  vesseh 

carrying  yonroommission,  which  have  in^olentiy 

prtsumad  to  take,  carnqifi,  aad^pUindtr  Jtkar 
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hips,  and  to  ote  the  men  belonging  to  them  m 
barbaro«t  manner ;  I  have  thoof^  fit  to  tend 
)  yea  captain  Gordon,  who  commands  her  ma- 
ntes ships  of  war,  the  Mv>or  and  Laonceiton, 
»  represent  to  yon  those  unwarrantable  and 
resumpmoas  prooeedini^  :  and,  by  command 
f  the  oaeen  my  misiress,!  do  demand  satts^ 
ictioo  for  the  same,  expectmg  that  it  be  im- 
nediately  civen,  by  jont  making  restitution  to 
be  sereral  patties  injured,  compensating  to 
hem  their  losses  and  damages,  and  pnnishing 
be  commanders  and  officers  of  your  ships  and 
easels  which  haye  pomnntted  those  depreda> 
lone,  with  the  ntiAost  sererity,  as  the  nature  of 
bose  crimes  deserVes.  Understanding  that 
ome  of  those  ships  and  vessels,  commissioned 
»vyou,do  belong  to  Majorca. and  lyica,  I  have 
ho  demanded  from  the  marquis  de  Rubi,  that 
le  do  on  his  part  in  procuring  the  satisfaction 
foresaid  i  which  be  has  promised  me  to  do  ; 
U)d  if  what  is  so  justly  demanded  of  you  be 
tot  puBctoally  complied  with,  I  leave  to  your- 
elves  to  judge  what  the  consequences  may  be. 
ami  &c. 

»No.  68. 

rranslalim  of  the  Letter  from  the  City  of 
Barcelona^  to  Sir  James  Withart,  July  83, 
iru,  N.8. 
Sir,  Your  excellency's  letter  of  the  8th  in- 
tant,  O.  S.  which  was  delivered  to  us  by  cap- 
ain  Thomas  Gordon  and  captain  John  Pulley, 
ojnmanders  of  the  Moor  and  Launceston,  con- 
ains  your  complaints  against  us,  that  our  pri* 
ateers  have  detained  the  English  ships  having 
Jundtred  and  abused  them,  and  deprived  tbem 
f  the  freedom^  of  trade ;  for  which  reason 
our  excellency  demands  satisfaction  for  da- 
aages  :  and,  to  inform  us  of  this  fact,  captain 
Gordon  has  communicated  to  us^  a  memorial 
vbich  we  answered  immediately  ;  and  we  have 
he  honour  to  acquaint  your  excellency,  that 
•nly  one  of  those  vessels,  mentioned  in  the 
aid  memorial,  laden  with  salt,  was  brought 
nto  this  harbour  by  our  priirateers ;  and  that 
iter  having  taken  out  her  lading,  and  intirely 
laid  the  captain  for  the  same,  he  would  sail 
•nt  of  the  port  with  all  his  sails,  and  a  strong 
rind,  the  pilot  having  no  regard  to  the  shallow- 
less  of  the  water,  nor  to  the  intimation  that 
ras  given  him  of  the  danger  to  which  he  ex- 
»oscd  himself,  as  he  experienced  it ;  for  he 
un  a- ground  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour, 
nd  got  off  with  much  difficulty,  by  the  speedy 
ssistance  that  was  given  him.  Nevertheless 
ire  do  not  think  we  ought  to  pay  for  the  da-> 
nages  occasioned  by  Uie  ill  conduct  of  the 
ilot. 

As  to  the  other  ships  mentioned  .  in  baptsin 
^rdo j&'s  memorial,  as  we  have  not  had  the 
Bast  knowledge  of  it,  we  suppose  there  most  be 
ome  misuke ;  it  nay  be  also  that  al  Maiorca 
r  Ivica  they  may  know  something  of  it.  How- 
ver,  we  can  give  an  account  of  some  other 
bipa  that  came  into  tbit  port  to  sell  the  provi- 
ioua  they  had  oa  boaid  s  ibey  were  well  used. 


and  sold  freely  their  goods  at  a  highef  pcic# 
than  they  oouul  have  got  any  where  else,  having 
paid  them  with  our  best  sort  of  money  to  their 
more  satisfaction,  having  thus  supplied  us  wit^ 
what  we  wanted,  being  besieged :  in  which 
condition,  according  to  the  law  of  nations,  we^ 
are  petaoaded  we  liave  not  acted  agrtinst  just  ice 
or  reason,  as  your  excellency  will  see  by  the 
indosed  copies  of  letters,  which  we  writ  tothe^ 

Stvemor  of  Port .  Mahon,  and  oommodore 
eorge  Camock,  and  by  the  answer  of  the 
former  to  this  city  ;  whereby  we  doubt  not  but 
yonr  excellency  will  be  convinced  of  the  justice 
of  our  proeeedingt,  and  be  made  sensible,  that 
the  news  spread  in  Europe  that  we  Uved  likif 
pirates,  is  a  mere  invention  of  our  enemies,  to 
render  ns  odious  to  mankind,  and  hinder  tbem 
from  trading  with  us,  thereby  to  deprive  as  of 
all  necessaries  for  our  subbistence,  in  order 
to  redoce  us  the  sooner.  And  to  convince 
your  excellency  how  much  we  value  a  good  cor* 
respondence  and  union  vtitb  the  English  na- 
tion, an  order  was  published  this  day  in  ^is 
city,  forbidding  our  privateers,,  upon  pain  of 
death,  not  to  take,  detain,  or  abuse-any  English 
ship,  under  any  pretence  whatsoever,  although 
they  should  even  carry  proviuous  to  the  enemy. 
We  hope  your  excellency  will  be  so  just  as  to 
approve  our  conduct,  which  is  conformable  to  / 
the  rights  of  people  that  are  besieged  ;  assaring- 
you,  that  when  we  shall  know  of  any  of  our 
ships,  either  with  commission,  or  vritboot,  that 
shall  have  caused  the  leastdama^  to  any  Eng-' 
lish  snip,  we  will  not  only  punish  them  rigor* 
ously,  but  shall  likewise  be  ready  to  make  ^od 
all  damages,  as  we  told  captain  <3ordon  mora 
at  large;  for  we  desire  always  to  continue  in 
that  good  correspondence,  which  we  have  main* 
tain^  nitherto  tfith  your  noble  and  seneroue 
nation,  and  to  shew  our  most  profouud  respect 
towards  the  queen  of  Great  Britain  f  as  also 
to  obey  your  excellency*e  -orders,  which  we 
earnestly  desire  you  wiU  please  to  honour  oe 
with,  being  with  great  truth  and  respect;  &c« 

No.  69. 

Letter /rom  the  Tomn  of  Barcelona  to  Sir 
James  Wishart,  23d  Jufy,  1714. 
Your  excellency  very  well  knows,  that  the 
engagement  -Catalonia  entered  into,  to  receive 
Charles  the  third  for  their  kin^,wa9  founded  on 
the  protection  of  the  hi^h  alhes,  but  oKist  pi|r- 
ticiilarl>  of  England  ;  without  which  we  were 
not  capable  of  cotbing  into  so  great  an  undeN 
taking.  It  was  carrifd  on  seven  years^  during 
which  time  we  have  always  seen  most  valiant 
English  troops,  that  have  distinguislied  them- 
selves not  only  in  the  sieg^  of  places,  but  also 
in  their  defence ;  particularly  in  that  of  Car- 
dona,  which  as  it  was  the  last  action,  so  it  ia 
fresher  in  our  memory.  In  all  this  time  Cata« 
Ionia  endeavoured  to  se/ve  the  English  nation 
to  the  uttermost  of  their  powei,  by  contributing 
troops,  and  considerable  sums  of  money  without 
interest.  And  though  we  had  pleased  ourselvea 
with  the  thoughts  of  the  happiness  to  be  alwayi 
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mbjects  of  Cbartot  tbe  thjnl,  wmag  kim  fo 
powerfolljp  ftupportod;  yet  l^  the  onUoary 
cbaage  to  which  h^maii  aflbira  mm  liahte^  w« 
BOW  8e«  the  troops  of  the  duke  of  Aojou,  ai. 
miued  hy  the  French,  maslen  of  ell  the  pniu 
cipality  except  Barceloim  and  Cafdooa ;  ooni- 
Miittiog  through  the  whole,  the  most  eieerahle 
boetilities,  burning  aod  plaaderiBgUi  vithoot 
•l»riDg  the  effosioQ  of  laaoceat  Mood,  end 
without  distinction  of  age  or  lexk  The  eaemj 
kave  for  a  year  oppressed  chi»  town  by  sea  and 
land,  and  we  cootinually  suffer  the  cahHPities 
«f  so  long  ablockade;  during  which  daoe  above 
I4k000  bombs  have  been  thrown  into  the  towo^ 
which  have  ruined  the  greatest  part  of  the 
liouses.  They  are  now  endeavoufing  to  attack 
US  ia  form,  and  we  fesr  that  in  £4  hoars  the 
fown  will  be  bettered  in  breach* 

We  Caunot  express  to  your  excellency .  with 
how  much  grief  we  see  the  daqgar  the  inhap 
bitants  are  exposed  to,  of  becosiing  the  victims 
of  that  cruelty  with  which  they  are  threatened 
by  the  enemy  ;  and  having  do  other  comfort 
left,  but,  to  fly  to  the  queen  of  Great  Britain, 
we  implore  her  protection  by  the  inclosed  letter 
to  don  Pablo  Ignacio  Dalmases,  our  envoy  at 
lioadon.  In  the  mean  time,  till  an  answer  can 
come,  we  beseech  your  excellency  from  our 
souls  to  mediate  with  the  French  troops,  who 
oppress  us,  for  a  suspension  of  arms  :  since  at 
the  congress  of  Baden,  where  endeavours  are 
using  to  conclude  a  general  peace,  this  afianr 
may  still  be  determined.  We  doubt  not  but 
your  exeelleocy's  mediation  will  be  powerful 
enough  to  procure  us  this  relief,  your  excel- 
lency being  commander  in  the  Mediterranean, 
and  your  squadron  being  superior  to  that  of 
the  enemy.  We  see  no  other  remedy  but  this, 
ia  nature,  to  our  misfortunes;  and  therefore  we 
hope  yoor  excellency  will  not  refuse  us  :  ill 
thiSy  our  relief  consists.  And  if  Catalonia  has 
merited  any  thins  by  its  sorices,  and  by  its 
oenjunctionwith  the  English  nation,  this  is  now 
the  time  to  receive  the  fruits  of  it,  bei^g  worthy, 
by  the  means  of  your  excellency,  of  this  benefit: 
for  which  aU  the  principalitv,  and  this  town,  will 
ever  be  obliged  to  the  whole  nation,  and  imr- 
ticularly  to  your  excellency  :  desiring  nothing 
more  than  to  compensate,  by  oar  services,  this 
£ivour,  which  weinopefrom  your  excellency's 
goodness.  It  u  worthy  of  yoor  excellency  to 
comfort  tfie  afflicted,  and  not  to  deny  us  this 
fovoor  in  our  great  necessity.  And  yoor  ex- 
cellency may  be  assured  of  oar  perpetual  gra* 
titude :  desiring  yoor  excellency  to  honoarus 
with  vQpr  orders  and  that  God  grant  you  a  long 
}ife^«c. 

No.  70. 

MsUact  of  ^  Janttt  WishartU  Letter  to  Lord 

Bingltw  from  AUcant  Road,  Jmgust  7, 

174i,V.S. 

I  am  to  acquaint  your  excellency,  ^at  ha«*' 

ing  received  a  letter  on  the  third  of  last  month, 

from  Monsieur  do  Grimaldo,  secretary  of  state 

loi^hiBtgef  SfaiS|Si|^ii^toBse  finxahb 


muestgr*  that  the  9eta  fiw  New  apaia  was 

dauy  expected  aj^Cadia^  and  that  a&bia  sb^ 
of  war  being  now  eavJoycd  before  Baaoelea% 
he  conU  not  send  ae;^  of  them  to  meet  the 
said  fiota  as  nsualy  to  give  them  ewistiince  ia 
case  of  their  hemg^  t&abled,  or  otherwise  a 
want  thereof;  and  therefore  desiring  that  three 
of  her  m^es^s  ships  nnder  my  cemiBTynd,  of 
the  fourth  rate,  migb^  cruise  off  cape  St.  Vii^ 
cent,  to  look  out  for  the  said  flota:  i  thoiigbt  it 
proper  to  comply  with  the  king's  desire  ihwin, 
and  did  acconUi^y  order  mi»  shioa  of  that 
rate  to  proceed  oo  that  service  and  oonthme 
thereon  till  the  middleof  thia  month.  I  havs 
acqoainted  my  lord  Bolingbroke  with  it,  and 
hope  to  meet  with  her  majesty^  approUi^OB  of 
thai 


No.  Tl. 
.Jlir,  !St,Jokn  toMotuUkr  Tot^» 
HMmptom  CoMT^  39IA  OcteUr/tTth 

Sir;  I  had  answered  your  letter  of  the  21st  of 
October,  N.  S.  when  that  of  the  2d  of  Novem- 
ber was  delivered  to  me.  I  shall  no  more  re- 
peat to  you  the  assurances  of  a  perfect  since- 
rity ;  since  words  become  useless,  when  these 
ar^  opportunities  of  sbewine  it  by  deeds. 

Mr.  Gaultier,  who  will  have  the  honoor  to 
give  you  this  letter,'wiU  at  the  same  time  g^ 
you  a  description  of  the  present  situation  of  the 
afiairs  of  peace. 

It  is  ea^  for  those  who  find  their  interest  in 
the  war,  (I  make  use  of  your  own  expressions) 
to  raise  and  keep  up  misundetstandings :  This 
is  what  ill-meaning  people  endeavour  at,  as 
well  with  us  as  elsewhere.  I  am  nevertheless 
in  no  great  pain,  since  it  does  but  depend  on 
the  most  christian  king  to  render  their  efforts  of 
no  use :  The  explications  you  promise  me  wilt 
dissipate  all  these  clouds ;  and  you  may  be- 
lieve we  will  make  use  thereof  with  great  re- 
serve, when  I  assure  you.  that  if  the  king 
would  but  oier,  as  he  has  heretofore  done,  a 
plan  of  specific  preliminaries,  the  queen  would 
never  communicate  it  to  her  aUies. 

I  shall  conclude  in  assuring  yon,  that  pro- 
vided the  Sieur  Gaultier  returns  with  these 
marks  of  confidence,  of  which  I  make  no 
doubt,  you  will  see  our  parliament  which  a 
goio|  to  meet,  asmnch  mcUnable  to  peace  ai 
ever  it  was  to  war.  I  am,  &c.    H.  St.  Johk. 

Av»B  R. 

John  Drummond,  esq.  ^^?f  T  ^.  \!^tiJLTl^ 
13,000/.  by  taUies^  Tu^^^  L^jf 
tin  for  special  servi«»of  ^"J.8«»««  ^*«5?f 
thcwarT  privyseal,  bearing  drtt 

the  13th  day  ofliaRAb 
in  the  first  year  of  eni'  r«gn,  yon  isane  aad  pay, 
or  canae  to  be  issued  and  paid,  out  of  aay 
money  that  is  or  sbaU  be  lent  to  ua  at  the  f»> 
cmpt  of  our  exchequer,  npoe  credit  of  itM 
ment  out  of  th^  moneys  arisiag  by  sale  of  oar 
tin,  unto  our  trusty  aad  weJU*bek>eed  ieke 
Drun^mond,  esq.  or  his  assigBS,  the  asm  of 
IZfiOOL   without  wcwmh  hnnBMty  a 
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^•Tge;  tbewm^i  being  fbf  atscfa  special  ter 
tc«s  retatiog  to  the  war,  as  we  haTe  directed. 
.Dd  for  80  doing  tiih  shall  be  yoar  warrant 
^iven  at  oaf  couit  at  Windsor  castle,  the  15th 
iy  of  October  Ifll,  in  the  tenth  .year  of  our 
agn.  By  her  majesty's  command, 
b  Rohert  earl  of  Oxiford,  Oxpobd. 

Lard  High  Treasifrer. 

leoH^rtuidain.  AWarraot  signed  by  Lord 
Treasurer  on  ihe  afore^cnng  sign  maonal, 
November  24tl^  171 1. 

John  DrumrooDd,  esq.  Order,  &C.  ^d  of 
•ut  of  Loans  to  he  ma^e  Notember  1711.  By 
Q  Credit  of  the  Sale  of  virtue  of  her  majest/s 
^D.  letters  of  privy  seal^ 

bearing  date  the  iSth 
larch  1701,  and  m  pursuance  of  a  warrant 
nder  her  majesty's  royal  sign  manual,  l>»u>ing 
ate  the  15th  Odtoher  1711.  That  you  deliver 
nd  pay  of  soch  her  majesty's  treasure  as  re- 
tains in  ycfor  charge,  unto  John  Drummond, 
sq.  or  his  assigns  the  sum.  of  13,000/.  without 
ccount,  imprest,  or  other  chaige  *  the  same 
emg  for  such  special  services  relating  to  the 
ar,  as  her  majesty  hath  directed.  And  these, 
:c.  Oxlpoiti),  R.  Bensoit. 

AvtvtR, 

Joton  Drmnmond  esq.  Q«r  wiU  aiiid  ^le** 
too/. in SiUif&olioii  or  iUtttis,Aa  by  virtoe 
i  m*ch  eHpeaded  ky  •f  f?n«**  lecters  qf 
ka  tor  Special  Service  prifyBcaL  bearing  data 
ttbe  War.  the  ISckMaicb  1701, 

yonistoeand  pay,  tv 
rase  to  be  iasutd  «imI  paid  out  of  aoy  ef  aor 


tresdore  or  irev«toue,  is  the  receipt  of  oor  ex- 
chequer, applicable  to  the  uses  of  our  civil  go* 
vernment,  imto  our  trusty  and  well  beloved 
John  Drummond,  es({.  or  to  his  assigns,  the 
sum  of  1937/.  lOt.  Without  account ;  that  is 
to  say,  ISOO/.  part  thereof  in  satisfaction  of  so 
much  by  him  expended  by  our  command  for 
special  services  tehiting  to  the  war ;  and  the 
remaining  sum  of  37/.  10s.  is  to  satisfy  the  fees 
and  charges  on  receiving  the  said  1300/.  And 
for  so  doing,  this  shall  be  your  warrant.  Given  al 
our  court  at  8t  James's  the  4th  day  of  April 
17W,  in  tlie  eleventh  year  •(  our  rdgn.  By 
her  majesty's  command,  OxFOBO. 

To  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  esorl 
Mortimer,  our  High  Treasurer. 

MenoranduiD.  A  Warrant  signed  by  lord 
treasurar  on  dieaforegaing  ta§n  aamntSL,  ik% 
.  74h  April  iriii. 
A)lm  Diummond,  eiq»  Order,  fte.  (his9tll 
day  of  ApritiriS,  by 
vhtM  «f  bjsr  MMJesty's  ktiera  of  privy  setd 
bearing  date  tbe  I3di  Mnith  IVdl,  aim  w»r> 
ncBt  under  bcr  majesty's  toyal  sign  manuij, 
dated  die  4ibinsiaait,  diat  you  deliver  and  pay 
«f  soob  her  migfltty^  treassn^  as  refcnafins  m 
your  charee,  unto  John  Drummond,  esq.  orint 
assigBs^  l£e:  «ubi  of  1437i  lOi.  without  ao- 
•oant;  vs.  19M/.  part  thereof  m  satisfiictioii 
of  80  YBoch  by  Mm  apeided  by  her  migestvS 
n— wind  lor  speoal  services  reHuag  to  m 
vrai^  and  the  remaiitiflg37l.  lOH.  is  to  sathtfy  tht 
fces  and  ohargaS'Mi  teo6tving  the  said  ISOOl. 
And  tbate,  &c.  Oxvobd. 

E.  BsHiov.' 


N°  II. 

^r.  Prior'^  Account  of  hh  Examination,  Hbefbre  tbc  Committee 
of  Secrecy  appc^n ted  to  inquire  lata  the  Negocitttiow^  rdatiw 
to  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht.* 


I^  outward  appearance,  they  were  all  very 
ivil ;  set  me  a  chair  e^ual  to  the  table  where 
lev  sa<,  and  next  to  secretanr  Stanhope,  who 
ad  the  books  and  papers  of'^  the  seoretar/s 
ffice  ^efore  him.  Mr.  Walpole  th^  chainnao 
lid  little  more  than  sere  compliment.  Bfr. 
«chmere,  with  great  industry  hid,  from  sm^ 
nd  often  htuiself  looked  into  papers  in  folio, 
abound,  and  covered  with  a  blue  sheet.  I 
id  not  then  know  what  they  were,  bat  durii^ 
lie  examinatioD,  I  perceived  it  was  te  report 
ben  printed,  and  in  some  few  dnys  after  pub* 
sbeif.  He  began  with  an  affooted  eloquence* 
mt  as  1  httd  served  in  a  very  high  employment, 
ad  with  very  great  applause,  the  cetpmittee 
gted  upon  n^y  candour  and  probity »   That  as 

*  SeetheProceedhigsof'tbeiioiise^f  Com* 
urns,  June  17, 171d. 


what  they  asked  me  waa£ir  tbe  King*!)  ■«¥!■% 
so  what  I  answered  woald  be  for  iBQr  asm 
honour.  Ailer  this  some  of  t^em  began  wei^ 
several  vague  ooestiona :  What  I  Jkneer  of  like 
negociation  ?  Uow  long  I  had  been  nnQnainted 
with  the  abb^  Oaultier  ?  If  tbe  paojpoeitioM 
came  first  from  France,  or  if  weeaartheaa^ 
And  desired  me  to  give  Uiem  en  eoeonst  eC 
whatever  I  ceuld  of  that  wbele  missr  ;  iisbieby 
it  seems,  they  thought  I  waa  so  PMdy  to  de^ 
thataome  of  them  took  their  pens  md  paper* 
as  if  I  were  to  begin  a  seimooy  and  they  to  %tkm 
short  notes. 

Isaid,  that  OS  I  bad  alailiya  acted  .lAroMi  bf 
the  authority  ef  the  crown  of  EaglaiMl,  end 
Imdy  in  ob^ienee  to  tbe  kine%  ceoMMMidi^ 
given  op  all  the  memorinls  end  papeiis  adMoli 
rakited  to  ahat^art  of  the  peaee  in  which  IJkeid 
a  share,  ^  was  deshxms  to  answer  the  hononra* 
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bie  Goanuttee  (before  whom  I  uudentood  ioth 
papers  were)  io  every  tbiog  that  might  help  to 
explain  them:  That  my  books  were  already 
before  tbem ;  and,  as  I  bad  already  written 
to  Mr.  secreury  Stanhope,  those  bwiki  must 
even  sneak  for  themselves.  The  committee 
teemed  to  acquiesce  in  my  answer.  Lord  Co- 
Dingsby  whispered  the  chairman,  and  said,  no, 
we  will  begin  with  the  money. 

The  committee  then  de^rcd  to  know  what 
money  I  drew  from  Uie  treasury  in  1711,  when 
I  went  ioto  France.  I  answered,  200/. ;  and, 
as  I  remembered,  tliat  was  the  sum.  I  had 
either  credit  from  Mr.  Ciifibrd,,  on  his  corres- 
pondent, or  from  M.  Cantillon  :  I  conld  not 
well  remember  which,  it  being  now  four  years 
since.  Had  you  these  bills,  some  of  them  said, 
from  my  lord  treasurer  ?  I  replied  no.  They 
asked  me,  was  it  by  his  order  f  I  said,  I  hoped 
there  ;was  no  occasion  for  a  reply  to  thai  ^3bs- 
tioii.  I  presumed  it  would  be  found,  as  other 
money  expended  on  the  like  occasion,  by  di- 
rection of  the  sovereign.  I  fbond  they  were 
not  pleased  ««ith  this  answer.  Walpole  said, 
Will  you  think  a  little  of  the  method  in  which 
this  examination  is  to  proceed  ?  And  Mr.  Prior 
will  be  pleased  in  the  mean  time  to  retire  a 
little. 

When  I  was  called  in  again,  the  same  qoet- 
fion  was  a^ed  me,  and  the' same  answer  re- 
turned. I  added,  that  I  well  hoped  those  sums, 
and  several  others  of  much  greater  importance, 
were  paid :  That  otherwise,  for  want  of  know* 
ledge  in  the -crown  laws,  I  should  find  myself  a 
beggar ;  and  from  an  hotel  at  Paris,  might 
•pend  the  rest  of  my  days  in  the  Counter :  And 
mre  I  addressed  myself  to  Mr.  Stanhope,  as 
to  what  I  had  writ  to  him  concerning  my  debts. 
He  said,  that  nothing  of  all  this  concerned. 
me.  Prwr,  I  most  opply  to  you  upon  another 
bead.  I  must  own  myself  .unexperienced  in 
the  method  of  pariiament ;  I  hare  no  papers 
by  me  ;  I  bare  no  counsel,  for  want  of  me- 
mory or  judgment  I  may  err;  and  though  gen< 
tlemen,  I  am  accused  of  nothing,  I^now  not 
but  that  I  may  accjuse  myself  through  inadver- 
tency or  mistake* 

Here  Mr.  Stanhope  rose  up,  and  told  the 
committee,  that  he  had  the  king's  particular 
ibrection,  that  whatever  I  said  to  Uiero,  or  they 
to  the  House  of  Commons,  should  not  be  of 
•ny  prejudice  Lo  myself.  I  took  a  sheet  of 
paper,  which  lay  before  me,  and  wrote  this 
down,  as  I  did  what  they  had  already  said  to 
ne.  Here,  after  they  had  whispered,  and  some 
tten  separated  tbemselyes  from  the  table  to 
confer  in  a  comer  of  the  room,  the  chairman 
told  me  I  might  withdraw;  which  I  did,leaying 
the  notes  I  bad  taiten  upon  the  table. 
■  When  I  waft  called  in  again,  I  fbond  their 
ttirility  mueh  abated,  and  the  battery  quite 
changed.  The  most  confused  *^auestions  were 
vnt  to  me,  upon  sereral  heads  oackward  and 
ibrward,  by  Lechnere  and  Boscawen,  and 
Coniaphjf  (the  two  first  of  whom  I  think  nn- 
4ersteod  not  one  word  of  what  }hej  were  say- 
iii|}.     Cooiopby  at  lenglb  pctrailed.     Mr. 


Prior,  you  were  SMt  oat  llMit  yoo  oug^  have 
time  to  recollect  more  partieularly  apon  wboai 
you  had  credit,  when  my  lord  of  Oxford  scat 
yoo  into  France,  Prior.  I  have  great  respect 
to  the  earl  of  Oxford ;  but  he  never  sent  mt 
into  France.  And  turning  to  Mr.  Secretaiy 
Sunhope,  who  had  the  books  of  tbe  oftce  i 
1711  in  his  hand^  I  said.  That  as  I  bad  the 
lumour  to  be  sent  into  France  b^  the  qoeca^ 
especial  appointment  and  immedmte  dlrectioa^ 
I  presumed  the  copy  of  my  powers  were  to  be 
found  in  the  books  before  him.  He  twrnig  to 
it,  Mr.  Prior,  is  this  the  copy  of  yoor  iostrac- 
tions  ?  Prior.  I  believe  it  is ;  but  to  give  tbe 
committee  no  further  trouble  on  this  bead,  I 
am  ready  either  now,  or  any  other  time,  to 
produce  the  original,  as  I^think  it  may  tend  to 
my  service.  Being  asked  of  whom  1  rectivcd 
money  in  France?  I  answered,  of  M.  Can- 
tillon. Boicawen.  Was  he  not  a  papist  ?  Prior. 
Else,  sir,  he  could  not  have  beoi  a  banker  at 
Paris,  which  he  had  been  for  several  years  be- 
fore I  knew  him.  In  one  word  be  was  the 
common  banker  to  whom  the  English  addressed 
selves,  and  I  think  Cliffi>rd  of  Amsterdam  was 
his  correspondent.  Stanhope  and  Walpole,  I 
found  frowning  and  nodding  at  each  other,  and 
extremely  ashamed  at  this  vile  stuff. 

Being  sent  out,  and  caUed  in  again,  I  fonsd  the 
thuncler  broke  out.  Walpole  refei;red  it  to  Stan- 
hope to  speak.  Stanhope.  The  committee  are 
not  satisfied  with  your  behaviour  to  them.  I  have 
already  told  you,  that  tbe  lords  above^  and  tbe 
committee  here,  have  uken  notice  tbat  tbey 
find  a  constant  correspondence  on  your  side  to 
the  lord  treasurer,  but  oo  answers  from  bim; 
whereas  all  your  letted  from  lord  BoliB^M^oke 
are  entire,  sAd  commonly  m  their  rabt. order. 
Some  of  those  indeed  are  missing.  Tiie  wbole 
committee  echoed  tbeshme  thing.  Prior.  I  was 
told  some  hours  since,  by  this  bonourafaSle  com- 
ntittee,  that  I  should  be  asked  notbing  that 
might  pr^udice  myself.  I  am  a  good  deal  con- 
fused ;  I  have  no  counsel ;  and  with  great  re- 
spect, I  look  upon  this  to  be  a'dowori^t  acen- 
sation  of  myself,  as  if  I  should  have  held  aay 
correspondence  I  was  imwilling  to  dedaie.  I 
most  refer  mvself  to  yoo  in  this  point,  Mr. 
Stanhope.  The  letters  that  we  receive  when 
abroad,  fhim  the  secretaries  of  state,  we  keep, 
copying  ouV  answers  to  them,  both  wbicb  jus- 
tify our  actuig  aocording  to  our  orders  sent  us; 
and  I  presume  it  «vill  m  fbond  tbat  ray  letters, 
which  you  have  in  your  own  keeping,  answer 
those  written  to  me  by  the  secretaries  of  state 
under  whose  departments  I  acted  ;  which  let- 
ters you  have  likewise.  You  have  also  tbe  let* 
ters  1  have  wrote  to  the  lord  treasurer  in  my 
books,  at  leas^  those  of  them  that  reUted  to 
tbe  public  aflairs,  and  coosequendy  were  woith 
keeping.  I  did  not  nor  could  I  expect  a  con- 
stant correspondenoe  from  biro.  Wbat.I  wrote 
was  for  his  infornmtion  ;  what  use  bis  lordship 
made  of  that  information,  I  had  reason  to 
presume  was  for  the  qneen'ls  service ;  aod  the 
answers  and  directions  to  roe  were  to  come  by 
the  secretary  of  state.     OmnUtee^  Iti8ver| 
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liaoat  that  not  above  tmo  or  three  Icttert 
boula  appeer  from  mj  lord  treasarer»  Did  he 
oc  write  more  to  700  ?  Prwr,  He  writ  to  me 
vrtni  timcty  and  I  obeyed  his  coromands  in- 
imated  to  me  therein.  Those  commands  per^ 
Minedy  the  letters  were  of  no  use,  and  I  no 
lore  kept  them  than  I  did  letters  recehred  from 
iher  noblemen,  the  duke  of  Buckingham,  the 
nd  Halifax,  lord  Harcoart,  then  lord  cban- 
ellor,  6cc  They  related  np  otherwise  to  the 
icgodation,  than  in  commending  me,  assuring 
le  that  he  represented  my  services  to  the 
oeeo  in  a  right  light,  and  wishing  a  speedy 
nd  to  the  ntgodationy  that  I  might  come  home 
9  him. 

I  was  sent  out  again,  and  recalled ;  was 
sked  how  many  letters  I  might  in  all  have  re- 
ctved  from  my  lord  treasurer,  and  what  was 
be  substance  of  any  of  them.  Prior.  As  to 
be  nomber,  I  cannot  particularly  tell :  I  re- 
etved  a  letter  from  him  sometimes  of  ^vt^ 
ometimes  of  ten  or  twelve  lines,  ordering  me 
ilspay  sums  of  money  to  persons  who  had  the 
oeea's  pension,  and  were  then  in  France, 
r  recommending  some  of  his  particular  friends 
0  my  acqoaintance,  or,  which  I  thought  much 
•tter,  telling  me  he  bad  orderetl  the'  payment 
f  rov  bills ;  but  I  might  very  safeljr  affirm, 
bat  I  had  no  letter  that  could  possibly  concern 
be  committee,  or  any  body  else.  1  have  one 
rtter  that  as  lord  treasurer  he  vrrit  to  me, 
rhich  related  to  the  payment  of  the  dowry  of 
ing  James's  quoen  Mary  ;  a  thing  publicly 
nmsacted,  and  knowii  here  in  Eodand :  But 
s  BO  progress  was  made  in  that  aflair  durii|g 
ay  stay  in  France,  and  that  it  did  not  bdong 
E>  the  negociation  of  the  peace,  I  had  not  .in- 
leed  given  up  that  letter,  hot,  as  I  thought,  1 
oold  find  it,  or  the  copy  of  it,  if  it  should  have 
teen  thought  of  any  use.      In  the  mean  time, 

chooght  proper,  in  esse  any  thing  had  been 
one  in  that  matter,  to  keep  that  letter  for 
ly  own  justification  ;  as  indeed  it  would  have 
cen  my  order.  Botcta^en.  Sir,  you  say  you 
o  not  know  how  many' letters  you  bad ;  might 
ou  have  ten  }  FrioTf  I  believe  I  mi^ht.  Bos- 
oveit.  Might  you  have  fourteen.?  Prior ^  I  be- 
teve  I  might.  Boicawen^  Might  you  have  16  ? 
Vtof .  Indeed,  Mr.  Boscawen,  I  have  told  you 
hat  I  cannot  answer  you  to  any  indefinite  num- 
ber. It  wift  still  urged  with  great  vehemence, 
bat  I  kept  a  constant  correspondence  with  my 
3rd  treasurer.  Prior.  I  am  very  far  from  de- 
ying  it;  but  he  did  not  keep  a  constant  cor- 
e9|pondence  with  me.  It  was  my  duty  to  write 
o  hiipy  and  he  was  to  make  what  use  he  pleased 
f  my  letters.  I  complained  sooietimes  of  the 
bjections  I  met  vtith  at  the  court  of  France  in 
he  execution  of  my  orders;  and  was  very 
lad  when,  by  the  letters  from  the  secretary  of 
cate,  I  found  my  difficulty  made  ensier  ;  But, 
entl€men,  since  we  are  upon  this  subject, 
hrooghout  the  whqle  course  of  my  letters  to 
Dylord  treasurer,  and  even  in  those  I  wrote 
o  the  duke  of  Shrewsbury,  after  hit  grace's  re- 
urn  both  in  Sogland  and  Ireland,  I  still  com- 
ftlained  that  my  lotd  tnasoror  did  nel  wtite  to 
VouVlI. 


me.  And  here  indeed,  b«iiig  very  much  teind 
and  vexed,  lord  Conin^by  raving  and  threaten* 
ing  that  these  letters  must  be  produced  ;  I  said. 
If  there  be  such  letters  in  the  world,  tbat  con- 
tain the  secrets  of  the  negociation  wVitten  by 
my  lord  treasurer,  it  might  be  very  well  pre- 
sumed his  lordship  kept  copies  of  them,  and  hft 
must  produce  them :  For  said  I,  by  the  eternal 
Ood  I  know  of  no  such  letters ;  and  you  know^ 
my  lord,  that  your  cduntryman  is  no  very  ex* 
act  correspondent.  This  1  said,  having  knowa 
that  lord  Coningsby  had  troubled  great  men, 
if  not  ray  brd  treasurer  particularly,  with  let- 
ters, who  had  never  taken  care  to  answer  him. 
1  grant  this  was  very  fboUshlv  said  :  for  on« 
should  never  provoke  a  hedgehog.  Coningsby 
breaking  out  mto  a  great  passion.  This  is  im« 
posing  unpn  the  committee  f  Pri4fr.  Imposing, 
my  lord,  is  a  very  hard  word.  He  lifted  up 
his  voice  in  anger,  and  was  going  on :  But  Sten- 
hope,  yet  louder  than  he,  swore,  that  he  could 
produce  every  individual  scrip  of  paper  that 
had  been  written  to  him  by  any  man  alive,  oc 
that  he  had  written  to  any  man  miring  his  Leio^ 
a  minister  abroad!  Prior.  Mr.  Stanhope,  I 
am  sorry  I  cannot  da  the  like  r  if  it  be  so,  you 
are  the  most  careful  minister  that  ever  vet  wat 
sent  abroad.  They  proceeded  in  asking  me 
to  give  an  account  or  what,  they  said,  I  must 
needs  know  of  the  meeting  of  the  lords  at  my 
house  with  Mesnager  and  Gaultier.  I  had 
already  heard,  that  they  had  consulted  their 
friends  of  the  law  upon  that  point,  and  had 
determined  to  fix  upon  that  meeting,  wherein 
the  preliminaries  weie  signed,  as  an  accusation 
of  treason.  How  justly  I  leave  to  the  judgoienl 
of  lall  disinterested  and  honest  men  ;  since 
first,  in  the  nature  of  the  thing,  it  is  impossible 
for  any  two  nations  in  war  to  come  ever  to  an 
accommodation,  or  begin  any  plan,  upon  which 
a  future  peace  may  be  founded, 'without  some 
overture  and  intervention  of  this  kind.  All 
treaties,  from  that  of  Vervens  down  to  this 
day,  have  been  thus  mediated.  Calieres 
was  in  Holland,  and  discoursed  and  conferred  ' 
privately  with  M.  Dyckvelt,  on  the^part  of 
the  States,  above  two  years  before  lie  look  a 
public  character,  and  signed  the  treaty  of  Ryt» 
wick.  M.  de  Torcy  was  publicly  In  Holland, 
1709,  conferred  with  the  pensioner,  and  the 
deputies  of  the  States  ;  and  our  own  plenipo- 
tentiaries, the  duke  of  Marlborough  and  lord 
Townshend,  reported  from  those  deputies  to 
her  majesty,  what  the  French  minister,  either 
proposed  or  granted.  Mesnaeer  had  as  full 
powe^  as  France  could  give,  bad  owned  the 
queen's  authority,  and  seen  her  person  ;  and 
had,  by  her  maje^tjr's  directions,  several  times 
conferred  with  the  lords  of  a  committee  of  ca- 
binet t  nil  the  world  seeing  the  man,  and  know- 
ing the  fact :  so  that  any  meeting  after  this 
could  not  be  secret,  dangerous,  or  treason- 
able. Mr.  St.  John's  letter  on  the  «6th  of 
Seplihnber,  1711,  to  her  m^esty,  informs  her 
immediately  of  this  meeiiaf,  and  her  ma* 
jes^  approves  of  what  is  there  done,  h^ 
her  especial  warrant  for   sigyuBg  the  preli* 
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It  niAjr  be  obserred  that  Hr.  St.  John  writes 
to  the  queen  thus, 

^  The  oommittee  of  coaodi  met  ibis  mora- 
«  ing  et  the  Codkfit,  umI  directed  the  earl  of 
M  DartBiouth  and  njielf  to  coafer  with  M. 
''•  Metoagf  r  ;  we  law  him  accordingly  thb  e?en« 
^  ing,  at  Mr.  Prior's  honte,  where  mr  lord 
^  treasurer  and  lord  chAmberkio  were  likewise 
•*  present.^  The  treason  therefore,  if  there 
were  anj,  was  coramitied  in  the  momiM  by 
the  committee  of  council,  and  at  the  Cockpit, 
and  not  at  Mr.  Prior's  house  in  the  evening.  It 
may  properly  hare  be  added^  the  queen  had 
aigned  a  warrant  the  17th  of  September,  1711, 
to  the  lord  keeper,  for  full  powers f ;« in  which 
my  lord  Harcourt  then  lord  chancellor,  the  earl 
'  of  Oxford  lord  tnasorer,  the  duke  of  Buck- 
ingham pi^ent  of  the  council,  the  bishop 
of^  Bristol  lord  privy  seal,  the  duke  of  Shrews- 
bury k>rd  chamberlain,  the  ci^  Poolett  lord 
suward  of  the  liousboki,  and  the  earl  of 
Dartmouth  and  Mr.  St  John  secretaries  6f 
state,  and 'Matthew  Prior,,  esq.  were  nomi- 
nated and  empowered  to  meet  with  the  Sienr 
Mewiager,  provided  with  sufficient  authority  to 
•ettle'  an. eventual  or  conditional  convention 
between  her  nuiesty  and  the  most  Christian 
kins ;  and  that  this  v^artanfc  was  not  made  use 
of,  for  reasons  given,  being  very  natural,  be- 
•Rose  they  i»ere  offers  onl^  oo  the  Frcndi  side, 
and  did  not  oblige  htrtnajesty  to  any  thing  t  so 
they  were  only  signed  Mesnager,  and  Dart^ 
mouth  and  St.  John  np  only  witnesses  tbst 
these  articles  are  to  be  looked  upon  as  condi- 
lions  which  his  moit  Christian  majesty  agrees  to 
|rant,  and  which  are  afterwards  to  be  raduced 
into  form,. and  eiplained  to  tbe  common  sa- 
tisfaction of  Great  Briuin  and  France.  Though 
this  procedure  wiU,  without  doubt,  hereafter 
appear  consonant  to  common  sense,  condo<Sive 
ti)  the  safety  and  good  of  Great  Britain^,  and 
jvbtifiable  by  the  pniversal  custom  and  law  of 
^  nations ;  *  Nunc  ooa  erat  his  locus.'  I  said, 
M.  Mesotgerhad  often  been  at  mj  bbuse; 
that  tbe  secretary  of  state  bad  seen  bim  there ; 
.that  I  had  eat  aod  drank>  and  been  abroad 
with  him  several  times.  They  took  great  bold 
of  this.  Boscawen  eipressed  himself  with 
great  Joy,  This  is  more  tnan  we  knew  before  ! 
And  tnm  thenoe  they  ran  wildly  back,  When 
I  knew  Gaultiert  Where  I  had  been  with  Mes- 
•nager  ?  I  answered  to  this  .in  as  |eiieral  terms 
as  I  oould.  The  cbauman  peroetved  that  they 
would  lose  their  point  in  this  multiplicity  of 
i|uestions,  and,  checking  their  speed,  restnuoed 
it  to  this  one  demand.  CAatpnoft. '  What  lofdt 
were  present  at  your  house  at  tlie  meeting 
when  the  preliminary  articles  were  talked  of 
or  signed  f  I  answered^  tbe  two  secretaries  of 
state ;  for  it  is  certam  they  were  so,  their 
names  appearing  in  the  instruroem.  Ck^Urmtm. 

*  AppendiatolhepfeeediBg  Aeportp.  cv. 
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Was  my  lord  Oifoed  there  ?  Prior.  IcmanaH 
recollect  it :  One  of  the  lords  were  aksesit; 
whether  the  duke  of  Shnewsborj,  or  the  earl  of 
Oxford,  1  cannot  tell.  In  all  smcerity  wkI  ho- 
nour this  18  truth.  They  grew  extresndy  aa- 
aered  upon  it,  and  sent  me  out  to  recoUact  if 
both  these  lords  were  not  present. 

I  came  in,  and  assured  them  again,  tfaatas 
well  as  I  could  remember  a  transact  ion,  af 
which  I  took  no  notes,  and  which  waa  now 
about  three  years  past,  and  oT  which  I  was  ss 
fiu*  from  expecting  to  be  called  to  any  aooooet, 
that  I  tbou|ht  it  was  an  honour  to  aae,  1  coaki 
not  detemnne,  which  of  the  two  were  aheeat.  I 
said,  again,  that  this  was  fact,  thsU  I  do  met  re> 
memb^  it :  I  have  only  an  id^  that  oae  of 
them  was  absent.  The  answer  indeed  bad 
thb  efliect,  that  it  was  the  same  thing  s»  if  thtj 
were  both  absent,  since  tb^  oould  not  deter- 
mine which  of  them  was  present,  fiot  apoa 
this  meeting  no  less  accusation  than  ao  iwarii 
of  high  treason  was  to  be  founded.  WaaV^ 
thing  more  difficult  ever  pat  opoa  a  naan,  than 
lo  endeavour  to  eatort  an  evidenoe  frons  me, 
in  order  to  bring  those  to  the  scaflbld  who  weie 
my  friends  and  patrons,  tmder  whose  ordeia  fbr- 
meriy,  and  with  whom  joindy  now,  I  had  the 
honanr  to  act,  by  the  qaeea^s  directioni^  aad 
in  a  nuitter  not  only  lanocent,  bat  laddaUe ! 
Or  could  any  thing  be  more  absurd,  or  asore 
inhuman,  than  .to  propose  to  me  a  qoeitioa  \iy 
the  answering  of  which  I  mkht  (according  u» 
them^  prove  myself  a  traitor  f  Since,  as  I  had 
heard,  every  man  who  is  a  partner,  is  a  |ma* 
cipal  in  treason  :  and  notwithstandiag  chev 
solemn  promise,  that 'nothing  whidi  I  oould 
siay  should  hurt  myself,  I  had  no  orason  lo 
trust  them ;  fbr  they  violated  that  promise 
about  five  hours  after  (as  I  shall  ei^  aooo.) 
However,  I  owned  I  way  there  present.  Wh»> 
ther  this  was  wisefy  done  or  no,  I  leave  to  my 
friends  to  determine. 

From  my  being  taken  np  by  order  of  tbe 
House  of  Commons,  thia  eaamiuation  was 
just  a  week.  They  now,  after  I  had  been 
turned  out,  and  letorned  again,  inltemgatad 
me  t  If  since  my  being  taltea  into  custody,.  I 
bad  not  seen  my  lord.of  Oxfiutl,  or  any  of  hit 
relations  ?  I  said,  I  had  seen  my  lord  Oxford 
the  bst  Sunday  at  Mr.  Thomas  Hariey's  house; 
and  was  going  on  to  explain  that  Mr.  Thomm 
Harley  and  I ,  who  were  taken  op  at  the  seme 
time,  (Itving-within  threo  doors  ot  each  od»r) 
commonly  dioed  together  at  one  or  the  other  ef 
oar  houses,  our  respective  messengitrs  gomdiag 
us.  That  on  Sunday  going  to  dme  wi^  Mr. 
Harley,  I  saw  my  lord  Ox^xd  at  the  stair  head, 
going  out :  that  I  asked  him  if  he  dined  with 
us  I  He  told  me,^he  wax  to  dine  in  beiler 
company  i  That  this  was  all  that  passed  be- 
tween us;  theoMBseager4U  tbe  bottom  of  the 
stairs  heard  every  WoidX  said  to  him.  M  1 
was  telling  this,  they  answf  red  it  was 
I  had  seen  my  bid  Oxford,  and  hit 
tiont;  which  was  the  question  asked. 

I  here  was  ordered  to  retire,  and  whan  I  was 
oiUled  ina^M^ehe  oMtean, 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


hcatxtxjt 


AnPSNDIX.--9«blMf  to  4e  IWtffy  ^  fftncht. 


f<»a» 


Bany  bodks  and  pipers  w^cb  be  badbelbre 
iaiy(aDd  tbe  secretary  of  state  bad  on  tbe 
tber  side  as  maaj ;  and  I  perceived  many  of 
hem  were,  my  own)  the  cbairman,  I  saj  a^ 
aptly  enoogh  drew  out  one  balAsbeet  of  tbe 
■1^  demy  paper,  writteo  Tcry  foul,  and  raied 
II  several  places,  wbicb  indeed,  when  he  gave 
ito  mj  hand,  I  hardly  knew  what  it  was,  so 
ir  as  to  give  any  reasonable  aecuunt  of  it,  it 
«ing  wiSioot  date  or  title,  and,  as  I  say,  very 
nperfeot  as  to  the  Terr  words  aad  stile.  He 
sked  me  drily, and  witboat  any  otherprevioas 
roVd,if  I.knew  thit  band?  Ivior.  There  are 
wo  bands  in  it,  one  is  very  like  the  band  I 
rrite  when  ^rst  I  make  any  brooiUon.  One  w 
ma  (^  the  CowmdUee.'  Sir,  what  do  yon  mean 
J  a  bronillon  f"  Friar,  When  I  write  any^thing  at 
irst  only  for  my  own  memory,  as  to  what  I' 
rooFd  (fraw  np  after  in  a  more  perfect  manner. 

Mrused  this  piece  of  pauer,  and  upon  a  little 
i^ection,  directing  myself  to  Mr.  Stanhope, 
aid,  I  believe  this  paper  contained  spme  notes 
poo  a  letter  I  received  from  bis  predecessor  my 
Md  BoUngbroke.  He  was  apprised  of  this  be- 
>re,  for  he  readily  turned  to  tM'letter  which  was 
egistered  in  tbe  office>book.  I  added,  that  I 
homrht  there  were  seme  notes  I  bad  taken  in 
he  Krencb  language,  to  enable  me  to  speak 
lore  particulany  to  Monsieur  de  Torcy  ot  tbe 
(tatters  mentioned  in  the  said  secretary's  let- 
er.  As  that  letter  was  wnUen  four  years  be- 
3re,  and  I  was  not  in  possession  of  my  own 
etters,  the  secretarv  himself  and'the  committee 
x)ald  best  inform  themselves  of  the  substance 
hereof.  There  was  written,  « Hy  lord,  Tr.  ne 
doQte  point  que  la  Coor  da  France  n'y  troove 

de  remede.'  Now  whatever  lord  that  might 
Dean,  they  had  already  printed  it  my  lord  trea- 
nrer ;  *  and  in  so  doing  badf^ven  that  sen-' 
ence  the  wrongest  constructioo  imaginable,  as 
(roving  that  my  lord  treasurer  would  give  up 
Toamay  to  France;  whereas  the  whole  hint 
ras  meant  to  renew  to  the  ministers  at  that 
lourt,  that  Toumay  was  to  be  given  to  the 
Jlies :  and  it  was  to  keep  the  court  of  France 
rem  endeavouring  to  hope  the  contrary.  As 
rhat  was  in  this  broullion  was  sometimes 
in  abridgment,  and  sometimes  a  verbal  transit- 
ion of  my  lord  Bolingbroke's  letter,  which  Mr. 
kenbope  still  held  dote,  and  as  I  read  the 
'reneh  into  English,  I  asked  biro  if  tbe  same 
ense  was  in  the  letter.  He  did  not  deny  it. 
Joningsby  grew  eitremely  angry,  and  on  a 
udden  broke  out  into  some  expressions  which 
leither  he  should  have  ottered,  nor  will  I  re- 
teat  ;  and  so  I  was  ordered  to  withdraw  again ; 
rbich  was  in  die  next  room,  where  not  only  a 
oessenger  of  tbe  House  of  Commons,  -but  a 
loor-k^per  of  the  secretary's  office,  waited  all 
laj,  and  were  still  ready  to  receive  me. 

Being  called  in  again,  I  was  interrogated 
rithont  Aethod  or  connection,  as  any  member 
rf  the  committee  pleased,  and  indeed  with  con- 
bsion  and  disorder  enough  among  themselves ; 
or  they  sometimes  stopped  each  other's  ques. 

^  Vide  tbe  precedaagRepoit,  p;  btvi. 


tioa^  and  proposed  new  ones  of  ilieir  own.  At 
last,  it  came  to  this.  CkAwim^  Mr.  Prior,  we 
cannot  doubt  buC  that  you  are  apprised  of  the 
whole  affur  of  Touraay.  Did  4ny  l^rd  ever 
write  about  Toumay  ?  Prior.  I  cannot  readily 
answer,  as  not  understanding  tbe  force  of  the 
question;  I  believe  my  lord  treasurer  may 
have  writ  to  me  concerning  Toumay  at  the 
beginning  of  the  negociatien^  I  am  sure  ha 
has  spoke  to  me  about  Touraay ;  I  may  be  mi»» 
taken  as  to  tbe  time;  but  I  think  in  ini  tbe 
French  insisted  upon  their  having  Toumay } 
But  I  very  well  remember,  that  the  queen's  in- 
stcoctious  to  he^  ambassadors  for  the  geiieral 
peace,  were  positive  that  the  Dutch  shoidd  have 
It;  I  understood  tbe  necotiation  to  caotiooe 
always  upon  that  foot.  I  added,  that  as  the 
affair  of  the  Bairier  was  transacted  at  Utrecht^ 
I  had  nothing  in  mv  instructions  relating  to 
that  whole  matter,  otherwise  than  as  it  mighi 
relate  in  general  to  the  peace.  What  I  have  o^ 
the  whole  negotiation  is^  before  you.  Here 
Walpole  and  Stanhope  grew  mightily  peipleiedf 
One  ma  sullen,  and  the  other  in  an  nnboimded 
passion.  Coniagsby  raved  9ut*rigbt.  I  ma) 
jttstfy  protest  tlmt  1  could  not  oonoeive  the 
cause  of  this  disorder ;  for  I  did  not  know  that 
they  had  Uready  founded  their  high  treason 
upon  the  articles  of  Toumay,  against  my  ford 
treasurer ;  nor  can  I  since  comprehend  why 
they  did.  To  shew  the  justice,  as  well  as  the 
good  judgment  of  these  men,  it  must  certainly 
appear  not  oidy  extravagant,  but  ridiculous  to 
ail  that  think  nc^bter  than  the  committee,  tl^ 
is,  to  all  men  livine,  that  an  article  of  High 
Treason  should  be  founded  against  nn  En^isb 
minister  upon  Toumay,  whioi  was  not  gtveo 
up  to  the  French,  and  no  mention  ever  made  of 
Lisle,  which  actually  was  given  up.  This  by 
tbe  wiiy.  It  may  be  further  observed,  thaT  «l 
that  time  not  one  third  part  of  tbe  committee 
theoifelvcs  did  know  upon  what  point  the 
accusations  either  against  the  eari  of  Oxford, 
or  any  man  else,  were  to  be  grounded ;  several 
of  them  havinr  since  told  me  themselves,  that 
they  never  cither  drew  up  or  read  the  report; 
but  that  tl)ose  things  came  to  them,  as  they 
merrily  expressed  it,  ready  cut  and  dried. 

But  to  return  to  rov  journal ;  this  various  and 
incoherent  manner  of  examiuation  having  now 
lasted  above  nine  hours,  two  of  my  masters 
(by  the  wav)  «ir  Richard  Onslow,  and  general 
Erie,  bad  left  the  committee  almost  at  the  be- 
ginning of  tbe  day ;  for  to  give  them  tbeir  Bue, 
they  asked  me  very  few  questions  while  there, 
and  by  going  away  seemed  ashamed  of  tbe  pro- 
ceedtnqg ;  And  now  Walpole  himself  grew 
weary  of  it,  and  was  going,  but  hindered,  and 
as  it  were  kept  in  tbe  chair  by  Mr.  Stanhope, 
who  said  openly,  they  could  not  go  on  without 
the  chairman.  I  was  ordered  to  withdraw,  and 
during  about  half  an  hour's  recess  into  the  next 
room,  or  rather  passage,  as  the  door  was  by 
chance  opened,  I  heanh  them  extremely  warm 
and  I  loud  with  one  another.  Wbil^  I  was  in 
this  little  room^  in  which  the  messenger,  under 
whose  custody,!  was^  and  a  dooc^eepcr  of  tbe 
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^•eenUry'Boffioe,  as  J  have  slreMly  sMd»wcrt 
waiting,  ConionbT  came  out  b?  a  back-waj, 
at  Botcawen  did  bj  the  fore  door.  In  tbit 
room  was  a  tniok,  aod  in  it  tereral  papers  and 
memorials,  to  wbich  the  ooromittee  bad  re- 
cotirhe  duriog  tlie  extmiaation.  Tbe  trank  was 
open,  And  I  coald  not  but  perceive  by  tbe  in- 
doriemenu  thatmanjr  of  the  papers  were  my 
own.  Coningiby  wbupered  the  officers  to  cake 
eare  tbat  I  should  not  come  nigh  the  trunk,  and 
reaJly  looked  on  me  more  like  a  fiiry  than  a 
man  ;  though  ceruinlj  I  had  all  tbe  right  ima- 
giaable  to  se6  every  paper  that  related  to  me 
In  my  examination^  which  was  pretended  to 
be  made  on  no  other  foot,  than  that  the  king 
ihoiild  be  informed  of  what  I  had  done  for  bit 
aervice  in  the  negotiation  of  the  peace ;  and  if 
she  committee  themselves  bad  had  really  a 
Mind  to  be  apprised  of  the  truth  as  to  fact, 
the  hinderiaga  man  whom  they  intended  should 
become  an  evidence  from  seeing  his  own  papers, 
was  but  an  ill  method  towards  bis  giving  them 
•  clearer  intelligence. 

I  was  now  cfUled  in  for  the  last  time,  and  I 
found  that  they  had  collected  several  beads  of 
what  they  thought  proper  I  should  set  tey  hand 
to.  I  read  tbem,  and  made  soma  objections 
tbereuntoy  but  to  no  purpose.  I  said,  that  to 
many  questions  I  had  not,  nor  could,  answer  in 
the  positive  manner  that  was  there  set  down : 
That  as  to  divers  facts,  I  could  not  take  things 
upon  mv  memory ;  That  as  to  others,  I  bad  in* 
deed  said  I  believed,  I  thought,  I  heard,  or  un- 
derstood, they  were  so :  That  the  omission  of 
these  words  made  me  say  positively,  and  as  an 
evidence^  what  I  should  not  be  able  to  maintain ; 
having  only  answered  them  as  my  memory 
served  me,  and  as  much  as  I  knew  of  tbe 
heads  upon  which  I  had  been  interrogated:, 
knowing  that  they  themsehres  had  blamed  my 
answers,  for  being  very  inoperfect ;  and  I  had 
more  than  once  told  them,  I  was  sorry  I  could 
not  answer  them  more  folly.  I  objected  against 
these  words ;  He  confesses,  that  since  his  con- 
finement, he  has  conversed  with  the  eart  of  Ox- 
ford, aod  bis  nfarest  relations.  I  did  not,  I 
said,  confess.  Confession  supposes  a  crime : 
I  was  told,  I  was  accused  of  none  :  I  said  I 
had  seen  the  earl  of  Oxford  at  Mr.  Thomas 
Harley's ;  aod  as. I  was  going  to  tell  the  thing 
again,  Jesus  I  said  Cnningsby,  bow  peijured  is 
this  man  ?  Prior.  My  lord,  have  a  care  of 
o*-^.  Ccmia^t^y,  No,  Sir,  it  b  you  that  must 
have  a  care.  S^iog  now  tbe  face  of  the  com- 
mittee against  me;  knowing  and  presaming  that 
if  ever  the  duke  of  Shrewsbory,  the  earl  of 
Oxibrdi  or  lord  BoUngbroke  biaiselfy  shoald  be 
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broug^it  to  trial,  I  must  h%  sura  before  de 
lords  hava  an  opportunity  of  explaioing  what 
I  had  said,  and  declaring  what  usage  I  had 
found  fipom  the  committee,  I  signed  tbe  paper. 
I  cannot  here  omit  a  ridiculous  instance  oi  my 
Middlesex  justice's  skill  in  the  law:  He  was 
just  going  to  set  his  name  on  the  left  hand  of 
the  paper,  where  I  was  to  haveset  mine :  andif 
he  had  not  been  timely  cautioned  by  tbe  chair- 
man,  it  would  have  been  tbe  deposition  of 
<  Uugh*6oscawen,  jurat  coram  mc^  Matthew 
Prior.'  J 

When  I  had  thus  signed  the  paper,  tbe  cfamiw 
man  told  me,  that  tbe  comauttee  were  not  at 
alt  satis6ed  with  my  behaviour,  nor  could  five 
such  an  account  of  it  to  the  House  that  ought 
merit  their  favour  in  my  behalf:  Tbat  at  pre- 
sent they  thought  fit  to  lay  me  undera  stricter 
confinement  t£an  that  of  Iny  own  boose.  Hera 
BoScawen  played  the  moralist,  and  CoeiiiMby 
the  Christian ;  but  both  very  aniprardly.  Bq^ 
cawen  said,  that  he  had  often  heard  Mr.  Step- 
ney, (who  was  a  wise. man  j  and  our  old  fntad) 
repeat  this  proverb,  Near  is  my  shirt  but  sears 
my  skin ;  and  told  me^  if  I  hsd  remembered 
that  saying,  and  acted  according  to  it,  it  wooid 
have  been  better  for  me.  And  Coati^sby 
said,  be  had  kaown  me  a  kMSjg  time,  and  vfas 
heartily  sorry  for  ray  condition ;  but  all  this 
proceeded  nrom  my  own  foult  Nosv  this 
kind  commiseratioa  did  not  last  above  a  nsi- 
note ;  for  the  messeog^,  to  whose  hoose  thi^ 
intended  to  confine  me,  being  called,  Co- 
ningsby  asked  him,  if  his  hoose  was  aecured 
by  bolts  and  bars.  The  messenger,  who  b  by 
birth  a  g^tleman,  and  a  very  good-nataved 
man,  was  astonished  at  the  question ;  and  aa- 
swered,  that  he  never  had  any  in  his  cnstady 
but  pariiament  prisoners,  (as  he  expressed  if^ 
and  there  were  neither  bolts  nor  bars  is  k^ 
house.  At  which  Coniagsby  very  an|ply  smd. 
Sir,  yon  must  secure  this  prisoner ;  it  is  for  the 
saiety  of  tbe  nation,  if  be  escapes,  yoa  sUI 
answer  for  it.  And  new  I  aset  with'  another 
hardship,  which  indeed  I  could  not  have  etr 
pected,  as  I  had  all  day  taken  notca  of  the 
heads  of  their  examination,  and  my  answers^ 
and  particularly  that  Mr.  Staahope  had,  by  his 
majesty's  order,  informed  tlie  committee^  that 
from  whatever  I  should  say  in  this  examinatioe 
nothing  shouldor  ought  to  redound  to  mypa^ 
jodice  t  Nor  indeed  coald  it  he  imai^ned  I 
shoald  answer  upon  any  other  foot ;  for  with- 
out the  king's  consent,  I  doabt,  if  I  eoghl  at 
all  to 'have  aaewcrcd  so  the  ctnmittee. 

M.P. 
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N^  III. 

List  of  Public  Acts,  passed  from  thi;  Accession  or  Oeohob 
THE  First  in  August  1714,  to  the  Dissqlutiov  of  thb 
Fifth  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  in  March '17S2. 


Anno  1  Gtorgii  1,  Sut  1. 

].  An  ^ct  for  the  better  Support  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Housbold,  and  ()f  the  honoor  and  <Hg- 
nity  of  the  Crowa  of  Great  Britain. 

S.  —  for  recti ffiog  Mistakes  in  the  Names 
of  the  Cominis%ioners  ^r  the  Laod-tat  fat  the 
tear  1714,  and  for  raising  so  much  as  is  want- 
ing to  make  op  the  sum  of  1»400,000/.  intended 
Co  be  raised  by  a  Lottery  fur  the  public  service 
in  th^  said  y«ar. 

9.  —  to  enable  Persons  now  residing  in 
Great  Britain,  to  take  the  Oalhs,  and  dio  all 
other  acts  in  Great  Britain,  requisite  to  qualify 
themeelTes  to  cominue  their  respective  Places, 
Offices  and  Emptoymenti  in  Ireland. 

Anno  1  Oeorgii  1,  Stat.  a. 

1.  An  Act  inr  granting  an  Aid  to  his  ma- 
jesty, to  be  wsed  by  a  Land-tai  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, iof  the  service  of  the  year  1715. 

9.  —  for  chafging  and  continuing  the  duties 
on  Malt^-Mum,  Cycler  and  Perry,  for  the  service 
•f  the  year  1715,  and  for  making  foah  dupU- 
•atesof  Exchequer- bills  andLottery-tickets,lost, 
bomt  or  destroyed  ;  and  for  eoJarging  tlie  time 
for  adjusting  Claims  in  several  Lotteries,  and  for 
making  forth  new  Orders  in  lieu  of  oertain 
Lottery-Orders  obliterated  or  defective;  and  for 
continuing  certain  Duties  on  Hops,  until  the 
first  day  of  August  1715« 

5.  —  for  the  better  legokting  the  Forces  to 
be  continued  in  his  Majesty's  &nrice,  and  for 
the  Payment  of  the  said  Foices,  and  of  their 
Quarters. 

4.  —  to  explain  the  Act  made  in  th^  twelfth 
year  of  the  Reign  of  King  William  the  Third, 
latitttled,  *  An  Act  for  the  further  Limitation 
'  of  the  Crown,  and  better  securing  the  Rights 

*  and  Liberties  of  the  Subject.' 

5«  —  for  preventing  Tumults  and  riotous  As- 
semblies, and  for  tbe  more  speedy  and  effec- 
tual pnnibhing  Rioters. 

6.  —  for  making  perpetual  an  Act  of  the  7th 
and  8tir  years  of  the  Reign  of  his  late  Majesty 
King  William  the  Third,  intituled,  *  An  Act 
^  that  the  solemn  Affirmation  and  Declaration 

*  of  the  People  called  Quakera,  shall  he  ac- 
'  cepted  instead  of  an  Oath  in  the  usual  Form ;' 
and  for  explaining  aqd  enforcing  tht  said  Act 
ia  vrktioii  t»  the  Payatnt  of  Tithes  aid  Church 


Rates;  and  for  appointiog  the  Form  of  sa 
Affirmation  to  be  taken  by  the  said  Paopk 
called  Qoakefs,  instead  of  tbe  O^h  of  Ab«^ 
juration. 

7.  —  for  continuing  the  Imptisomnent  of 
Robert  Blackburn,  and  others,  for  tbe  horrid 
ConspiracT  to  assassinate  the  Person  of  hit 
late  sacred  Majesty  King  WOliam  the  Third. 

8.  —  to  impower  his  Majesty  to  secure  and 
detain  such  Persons  as  his  Maiesty  shall  sua- 
pect  are  conspiring  against  his  Person  and  Go- 
vernment. 

9.  --  for  tbe  better  preventinE  Mutiny  and 
Desertion,  by  enforcing  and  making  more  e^ 
footual  an  Act  of  ^bis  present  Parliament,  ioti* 
tuled  <  An  Act  for  the  belter  regulating  tho 
'  Forces  to  beecontioued  in  his  Afajest/s  Ser- 
*  vice,  and  for  the  Payment  of  the  said  Forces 
'  and  their  Quarters.' 

10.  -^  for  making  more  effioctual  bar  late 
Majesty's  gracious  ratentions  for  augmenting 
the  Maintenance  of  the  poor  Clergy. 

11.  — to  restrain  all  Waggoners,  Carriers, 
and  others,  from  drawing  auyCarriago  with 
more  than  ^vt  Horses  in  Length. 

13.  —  for  enlarging  the  Fond  of  the  Go- 
vernor and  Comuany  of  the  Bank  of  Enghmd, 
relatiiic  to  Exchequer-Bill^;  and  for  settling 
an  additional  Revenue  of  190,000/.  per  ano^ 
upon  his  Majesty  during  his  life,  for  the  Setw 
vice  of  the  Civil  Government;  and  foresUblisb- 
iDg  a  certain  Fund  of  54,600/.  per  aon.  \A 
order  to  raise  a  Sum  not  exceeding  910,000/1 
for  the  Service  of  the  Public,  by  Sale  of  Annui- 
ties, after  tbe  Rate  of  6/.  per  cent,  per  ann. 
redeemable  by  Parliament ;  and  for  satisfying 
an  Arrear  for  Work  and  Materials  at  Bleti- 
heim,  incurred  whilst  that  Building  was  carried 
on  at  the  Expence  of  her  late  Majesty  Queen 
Anne,  of  blessed  Memory  ;  and  for  oUier  Pur- 
poses therein  mentioned. 

13.  —  for  the  further  Security  of  hit  Ma- 
jesty's Person  and  Government,  and  the  Suc- 
cession of  the  Crown  in  the  Hars  of  the  late 
Princess  Sophia,  being  Protestants;  and  for 
extinguishing^  tbe  Hopes  of  the  pretended 
Prince  of  Wales,  and  his  open  and  secret 
Abettors. 

14.  —  for  roakine  the  Militia  in  that  part 
of  Grcnt  Britain  calkd  l&ogUni^  more  niml ; 
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and  for  obliging  mo  annual  Account  to  be  made' 
of  Trophy-Money. 

15.  —  to  make  aa  Act  of  the  tenth  year  of 
her  late  Majesty,  intituled  ^  An  Act  (or  regu- 

*  lating,  improving   and   encouraging  of  the 

*  Woollen  Manufacture  of  mixed    or  medley 

*  Broad  Cloth,  and  for  the  better  Payment  of 
^  the  Poor  employed  therein,'  t^ore'effactual 
for  the  beneffitJif  Trade  in  general ;  and  also  to- 
render  more  effectual  an  Act  of  the  seventh  year 
nfhtr  said  M^etty'a  Reisp,  intituled,  ^Aq 

*  Act  for  the  better  ascertaining  the  Lengths 

*  and  Breadths  of  Woollen  Cloth  made  in  the 
<  County  of  York/ 

16.  —  for  the  Attainder  of  Henry  Viscount . 
Bolingbroke  of  High  Treason,  unless  be  shall 
render  himself  to  Justice  by  a  Pay  certain, 
therein  mentioned. 

%7,  «.  fbr  the  Attainder  of  James  Duke  of 
Ormond  of  HighTk^ason,  unless  he  shall  render 
himself  to  Justice  by  a  day  certain  therein 
mentioned. 

18.  -^  for  tbe  beher  prerenthig  frnb  Fish, 
taken  by  Foreimers,  being  imported  into  this 
Kingdom ;  and  for  the  Preservation  of  the 
Fry  of  Fish  ;  and  for  the  giving  leave  to  import  • 
Lobsters  and  Tnrbots  in  foreign  Botfbms  ;  and 
Ibr  the  better  Preservation  of  Salmon  nitbin 
•everal  Bivers  in  that  Part  of  tbb  Kingdom 
called  England. 

tP.  —  for  raising  910,000/.  for  Public  |Ser- 
^ces,  by  Sale  of  Annuities,  after  the  rate  of 
5/.  per  cent,  per  ann.  redeemable  by  Parlia- 
ment ;  and  to  authorize  a  TrAty  concerning 
private  Rights  claimed  by  the  Proprietors  of 
tbe  Sagar-houses  in  Scotland. 

80.  —  for  encouraging  all  So^riors,  Vasaals, 
Landlords  and  Tenants  in  Scotland,  who  do 
and  shall  continue  in  their  Duty  and  Loyal^ 
to  his  Majesty  King  George  ;  and  for  discou- 
raging all  Superiors,  Vassals,  Landlords  and 
Teoanta  there,  who  have  been  or  shall  be 
goilty  of  rebellious  Practices  against  his  said 
Majesty ;  and  for  making  void  all  fraudulent 
Entails,  Tailzies  and  Conveyances  made  there, 
for  barring  or  excluding  tbe  Effect  of  Forfei- 
tures that  may  have  been,  or  shall  be  incurred 
there  on  any  such  apcount;  as  also  for  calling 
*ny  suspected  Person  or  Persons,  whose  Estates 
or  principal  Residence  are  in  Sicotland,  to  ap- 
pear at  Edinburgh,  or  where  it  shall  be  judged 
expedient  to  findBail  for  their  good  Behaviour ; 
and  for  the  better  disarming  disaffected  Per- 
sons in  Scotland. 

SI.  —  for  eolari^ng  tbe  Capital  Stock  and 
yearly  Fund  of  the  Soutb-Sea  Company,  and 
for  supplying  thereby  888,039/.    4s.  8d.  to 

J)oblic  uses ;  and  for  raisini;  169,000/.  for  the 
ike  Uses,  by-Siale  of  Annuities  upon  di?ers  en- 
couragements therein  mentioned  ;  and  for  ap- 
propriating several  Supplies  granted'  to  his 
Majesty. 

88.  — -  fqr  enabling  bis  Jilajesty  to  settle  a 
Revenue  for  supporting  the  Dignity  .  of  her 
Royal  Hi^ness  tbe  Princess,  in  case  she  shall 
aorvive  bit  Royal  Highneis  the  Prince  of 
Wales. 


83.  —  for  making  Provision  for  tbe  Minis- 
ters of  the  fifty  new  Churches,  wbicb  are  to  be 
built  in  and  about  tbe  Cities  of  London  and 
Westminster,  and  Suburbs  thereof ;  and  for  re- 
building and  finishing  tbe  Parish  Cbnrch  of  St. 
Mary  Woolnoth  in  the  said  City  of  London. 

84k  — *forappointingCbmmissionerftotake, 
examine  and  state  the  Debts  dne  to  tbe  Army. 

85.  —  to  prevent  Disturbances  by  Seamen, 
and  others ;  and  to  preserve  the  Storet  be- 
loBgiag  to  bis  Majeety^s  Navy  Royal ;  and  §k$ 
for  explaining  an  Act  for  the  better  prevenung 
the  Imbezilment  of  bis  Majesty^  Stores  of 
War;  and  preventing  Cheats  Franks  and 
Abuses  in  paying  Seunen's  Wases;  and  for 
reviving  and  continuing  an  Act  Sir  tbe  mora 
effectual  SnppresAion  of  Piracy. 

86.  —  for  con  tinning  several  Laws  tliereiv 
maationedy  relating  to  Coals,  Herop  and  Flax, 
Irish  aad  Scotch  Linen,  and  the  Assm  of 
Bread ;  and  for  giving  Power  to  adjom ,  tbt 
Quarter-Sessions  for  the  County  of  Anglesea, 
for  tbe  Parpoees  tbereis  nentioned. 

97.  —for  taking  and  stating  tbe  Debts  dne 
and  growing  due  to  Scotkad  by  way  of  Bifai 
valent  in  the  Terms  of  tbe  UnioB ;  and  for 
Relief  of  the  Creditors  of  tbe  Poiblic  in  ScDft* 
land,  and  the  Commiiiiofiert  of  the  BooivnleDt. 

88.  -^  for  repealing  an  Ant,  intitded,  *  An 

<  Act  for  repealing  Part  of  an  Act  passed  in  thn 

*  P^ianMOt  of  Scotland,'  intitoledy  Act  for^a* 
chargiog  the  Yale-Vncanoe. 

89.  —  for  allowing  a  Time  for  813  Familiei 
of  Protestant  Palatines,  now  settled  in  Ireland, 
to  take  the  Oaths  in  oitler  to  tntttie  theoT  to 
all  the  Benefits  intended  them  bytbe  Act  of 
the  7th  year  of  her  late  Majeaty^  Reign,  for 
naturalixiM  foreign  Protectants. 

30.  «-^  for  continuing  an  Act  of  this  present 
Session  of  Pariiament,  intituled,  '  An  Act  to 

*  iropower  his  Majesty  to  sccnre  and  detain 

<  such  persons  as  his  Majesty  thtdl  snraect  art 
*>x)nspiring  against  bis  Person  and  Govern^ 
•Vient.^ 

31.  —  for  granting  an  Aid  to  his  Mijesty 
by  a  Lnnd^Tat  in  Great  Britain,  for  tbe  Ser^ 
vice  of  theyear  1716.  . 

38.  -—  to  attaint  John  eari  of  Miarr,  W3- 
liam  Morray,  Esq.  commonly  called  Marqun 
of  Tnllibardine,  James  Eari  of  Dnlitbgow,  and 
James  Drummond,  Esq.  commonly  csSled  lord 
Dimmmond,  of  High  Treason. 

33.  —  for  the  more  easy  and  speedy  Trial 
of  such  Persons  as  have  levied  or  mil  lev^ 
War  against  bis  Majesty. 

34.  — for  preventing  Mutiny  and  Dceertioif, 
and  for  the  better  Payment  of  tbe  Army  and 
their  Quarters. 

.35.  *-  to  appoint  a  Commissioner  for  tab> 
ing,  examining  and  stating  tbe  Debts  doe  to 
the  Army,  in  the  room  of  Thomas  Smith,  Esq. 
deceased ;  and  for  continuing  the  formar  Act 
until  tbe  lOih  day  of  March  171«. 

36.  —  for  charging  and  contiamnf  the 
Duties  on  Malt,  Mom,  Cyder^and  Perry,  ftir 
the  Service  of  this  year  1716 ;  and  for  oian- 
pelling  several  Ee^hros  to  finish  and  dav 
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beir  Aocompitt ;  tad  for  making  DnplioatiB  of 
Sjcchequer-BiUsy  Lotterj  Tickets,  •ad  OrdttrSi 
Dst,  burnty  or  destiojed;  and  for  enlaigibg 
he  time,  tor  ad|mtiag  Claims  to  certain  Benefit 
rickets;  and  for  alloviog  the  Charae  of  exo» 
iQting  the  Lottery  Act  tor  tha  Ser^oo  of  the 
'ear  1710;  and  for  jrecotering  Monies  of 
everal  Land  Tasces,  resting  in  the  Hands  of 
)U>ilectorB or  Constables  at , St.  Albans;  and 
or  prerentin^rauds  in  the  Duties  apoo  Soap  ; 
tod  for  limitiiig  a  time  for  Persons  who  have 
ertain  Annuities  for  Life  or  Lires  lo  demand 
hePajmentthereoponattheEsLcIiaqaer;  and 
or  prerentilig  Frauds  in  the  Duties  relating  to 
iriiited  and  painted  Paper,  Calltcoes,  and  oUier 
biogs  therein  mentioneicU 
87.;^^  to  enable  kis  Majest/  to  grant  die 
legalities  and  Lands  now  remaining  in  the 
^rown,  in  North  Wales  and  South  Wales,  and 
Rmn^  of  Chester,  to  his  Royal  Highness  the 
Priooe  of  Wales,  in  sach  Manner  ami  Form  as 
he  Principality  of  Wales  and  Earidom  of 
]1iester  have  fonnerlv  been  granled  to  the 
^ces  of  Wales;  and  also  to  enable  his  said 
loyal  Highness  to  make  Leases  of  Laqds, 
Vrcel  of  his  Royal  Highnesses  Dutcby  of 
!!omwaU,  or. annexed  to  the  same. 

38.  — -  for  enlarging  the  Time  of  Continnance 
>f  Parliamants,  appointed  bv  an  Act  made  in 
he  atb  year  of  the  Rdgn  of  King  William^  and 
ioetn  Mar?,  tntitded,  An  Act  for  the  freqaent 
aecting  and  calling  of  Parliaments. 

39.  •v-'  to  indemnify  such  Persons  who  bare 
icted  m  Defonce  of  his  Maieiqr's  Person  and 
^oiremment,  and  for  tbe  Preserration  of  the 
^iblic  Peace  of  this  Kmgdom,  in  and  about 
he  time  of  the  late  unnatural  Rebcllieo,  from 
exatious  Suits  and  Prosecutions. 

40.  —^  for  tbe  free  Importation  of  Ceohi- 
real,  during  the  time  tberem  limited. 

41.  — ^  for  giving  Liberty  to  Persons,  who 
lave  served  their  Apprenticeships  to  any  part 
ii  the  Woollen  Manufacture  in  Colchester,  to 
vork  at  their  said  Trades,  and  at  the  making 
lays  within  the  said  Town. 

49.  -«-*  for  the  Attainder  of  George  Earl  of 
if ariscball,  William  Earl  of  Seaforth,  James 
^rl  of  Southesque-,  James  Earl'  of  Panmuir, 
ind  odiers,  of  High  Treason,  unless  they  shall 
ender  themselves  to  Justice  by  a  day  certain, 
herein  inentioned. 

48k  — >  to  continue  Duties  for  encouraging 
he  Coinage  of  Money,  and  to  charge  the 
>utie8  on  'Senna  as  a  nikedicinal  Drug ;  and  for 
lie  appropriating  several  Supplies  granted  to 
lis  Mifjestv. 

44.  — ^  ror  the  oontkiuiog  the  Doty  of  two 
^nies  Scots,  or  one  sixth  of  a  Penny  sterling, 
»n  every  Pint  of  Ale  and  Beer  that  shaU  be 
ended  or  sold  within  the  City  of  Ghisgow  and 
'rivilegjes  thereof,  for  the  Benefit  of  the  said 
/ity. 

4$.  ^—  for  holding  the  Assize  for  the  County 
f  Cornwall,  at  a  convenient  Place  within  the 
aid  County. 

49.  —  to  prevent  the  Mischiefs  by  mano- 
tciuriAg  I«av«i  or  other 'things  to-reiMiUe 


Tobacco,  and  the  AboNS  b  malting  and  mixing 
of  Snuff. 

4T.  *^  for  the  more  efiRectual  and  exemplaiy 
Punishment  of  such  Persons  as  riiall  seduce 
Soldiers  to  desert,  or  who,  being  Papists,  shall 
inlist  themselves  in  his  Majesty's  Service  ia 
Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  or  in  the  Islands  of 
Jersey  or  Guernsey. 

48.  —  tp  encourage  tbe  Planting  of  Timh^ 
Trees,  Fruit-Trees  and  other  Trees,  for  On& 
ment.  Shelter  or  E^rofit,  and  for  the  better 
Preservation  of  the  same ;  and  {6t  the  pce- 
teotiog  the  Burning  of  Woods. 

40.  —  to  revive  and  continue  an  Act  of  tbe 
eighth  and  ninth  ^ears  of  the  Reign  of  his  kttt 
iK&esty  King  William,  for  Repair  of  t|e  P^evs 
of  Bridlington  alias  Burlington,  in  the  £as^ 
Riding  of  the  Coontjr  of  York. 

50.. «»  for  appointing  Commissioners  to  en* 
quire  of  the  Estates  of  certain  Tcaitors,^  andof 
Popish  Recusants,  and  of  Estates  given  t0 
superstitious  Uses,  in  order  to  raise  Money  out 
of^them  severally  for  the  Use  of  the  PubliL 

51.  —  for  repealing  so  much  of  the  Act.  of 
the  ISth  and  13th  years  of  theReign  of  j^ng 
William  the  Third,  intituled,  '  An  Act  for  tlw 
*  fortber  Limitation  of  tbe  Crown,  and  better 
'  securing  the  Rights  and  Liberties  of  the  Sob- 
'  jectSy'as  enacts,  That  no  .Person,  who  should 
come  to  the  Possession  of  the  Crown,  shall  go 
out  of  the  Dominions  of  England,  Scothuxl  or 
Ireland,  withouit  Consent  of  Parliament. 

5S.  — -jbr  making  the  Laws  for  repairing  the 
Highways  more  effectuaL 

33.  —  for  the  Attamder  of  Thomas  Forster 
junior,  Esq.  and  William  l^ckiatosh,  Esq* 
(commonly  called  Brigadier  Mackintosh)  of 
High  Treason.  • 

64.  —*  for  the  more  efiectual  securing  the 
Peace  of  the  Highlands  in  Scotland. 

55.  «-»  to  oblige  Papisu  to  regatar  thek 
Names  and  real  Estates. 

56.  «-  to  disable  any  Person  from  being 
diose  a  Member  of,  or  h-om  sitting  and  voting 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  who  has  aiqr 
Pension  for  any  Number  of  Years  horn  .  tM 
Crown* 

57.^^  for  better  regulating  Hackney-Coaches, 
Carts,  Drays,  Carrs  and  Waggons,  within  .the 
Cities  of  London  and  Westmmtter,  and  the 
Weekly  Bills  of  Mortality ;  and  for  preventing 
Mischiefs  nccasioned  by  the  Drivers  riding 
upon  such  Carts,  Drays,  Carrs  and  Waggons. 

Anno  3,  Ocorgii  1. 

1.  An  Act  to  enable  his  Migesty  eflSsctuaUy 
to  prohibit  or  restrain  Commerce  with  Swedeo« 

2.  —for  punishing  Mujimv  and  Desection, 
and  for  the  better  Payment  of  the  Army  and 
their  Quarters. 

3.  —  for  granting  an  Aid  to  his  M^esty  by 
a  Land  Tax  in  Great  Britain,  for  the  Service*  df 
the  Year  1717. 

4.  -^  for  eonttnuing  the  Duties  on  Malty 
Mum,  Cyder  aid  Perry,  for  the  Service  of  the 
Year  1717/  and  to  authorize  Allowances  UKhe 
made  to  certain  Reociirtr8;>an4>tjO  Ahiiatfr* 

'igitized  by  vjOC 


«exsxi)t] 

0oobt 


APPE1iA>IX.^-^£m^  ifPMk  Am. 


[end. 


Ooobt  o«iiOtniii»  Ooadi'iwporfcd  framdic 
lakndsofJenej,  UoertMey,  Sai^  and  Alder- 
Qtj ;  and  to  asceruia  tbt  DaticB  upon  6baap- 
•kiof  and  Lamb-skiot ;  and  to  prevcot  Frauds 
in  the  Dattat  upon  Starch ;  and  for  making 
ferth  Duplioates  of  Bscbe^oer-BtUt,  Lottery 
Tkkata  and  Orders,,  lost,  bomt  or  desrrovsd  ; 
and  for  enlarginf  the  Time  for  ad)a»ting  Claims 
in  sev^rd  Lotteries;  and  for  preventing  Fraads 
in* the  Duties  on  Law  Wines  and  Spirits  carried 
Coaitwise. 

6m  -^  forcontinnmg  the  Datj  of  two  Penm'es 
Scots,  or  one  siith  part  of  a  Ptnny  Sterling,  on 
•verj  Pint  of  Ale  and  Beer  that  shall  be  vended 
or  soM  within  t|ie  Citj  of  Edinburgh,  and  Pi1« 
▼ilegH  Aieieofi  for  the  Benefit  of  the  said  City, 
and  forditcontindng  the  Payment  of  the  Dues 
commonlv  caQed  th6  Petty-Port  Customs  at 
Edinburgh,  doring  theContfinnance  of  this  Act. 

6.  -*  for  kmng  a  Doty  of  two  Pennies  Soots, 
or  one  sixth  Part  of  a  penny  Sterling,  upon 
every  Pint  of  Ale  and  Beer  that  shall  be  vended 
•r  sold  within  the  Town  of  Dumfreis,  and  Pri- 
vileges thereof,  for  paying  the  Debts  of  the 
said  Town,  and  for  buildmg  a  Church,  and 
Making  a  Harbour  there. 

T.  -—  for  redeeming  the  Duties  and  Reve- 
Boes,  which  were  settled  to  pay  offPrincipal 
and  Interest  on  the  Orders  made  forth  on  Four 
Lotterv  Acts,  passed  in  the  9tb  and  lOlh  years 
of  her  late  Mi^eity's  Reign ;  and  for  redeeming 
certain  Annuities,  payable  en  Ord^  out  of  the 
Hereditary  Excise,  according  to  a  former  Act 
in  that  Behalf ,  and  for  establishing  a  general 
Yearly  Fund,  not  only  for  the  future  Payment 
of  Annuities,  at  several  Rates,  to  be  payable 
and  transforrabie  at  the  Bank  of  England,  and 
redeemable  by  Parliament,  but  also  to  raise 
Monies  for  soch  Proprietors  of  the  said  Ortfen 
as  shall  chuse  to  be  paid  their  Principal  and 
Amearf  of  Interest  in  raadvi  Money  ;  and  for 
making  good  such  other  Deficiencies  and  Po- 
■lents  as  in  this  Act  are  mentioned;  and  (or 
taking  oBT  the  Duties  on  Linseed  imported,  and 
Britiui  Linen  exported. 

8.  —  for  redeeming  several  Funds  of  the 
Governor  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
landf  pursoant  to  former  Provisos  of  Redemp- 
tieq ;  and  for  securing  to  them  several  new 
Funds  and  Allowances,  redeemable  by  Parlia- 
aient;  and  for  obliging  them  to  advance  fur- 
ther Sams  not  exceeding  S,500,000/.  at  5L 
percent,  as  shall  be  found  necessary  to  be 
employed  in  lessening  the  National  Debts  and 
Incombrances ;  and  for  contibuing  certain 
Provisions  formerly  made  for  the  EtpenceSof 
his  Majesty's  Civil  Government ;  and  for  Pay- 
ment of  Annuities  formerly  purchased  at  the 
Rate  of  SiL  per  cent,  and  for  other  Purposes 
in  this  Act  mentioned. 

0.  -^  for  redeemine  the  Yearly  Fond  of  the 
Sooth  Sea  Company  (being  after  the  Rate  of 
6/.  per  cent,  per  anu.);  and  settling  on  the 
said  Company  a  Yearly  Fund,  after  the  Rate 
of  5/.  per  cenl»  per  ann.  redeemable  by  parlia- 
ment ;  and  to  raise,  for  an  Annuinr  or  Annni- 
ttcs^t  $/•  pes  ceM^  p«  ann.  any  Sun  not  ex* 


^twomiUioas,  to  be  emphyed  ia 
lag  tlie  National  Debts  aad  lacambraBc^; 
and  for  making  the  said  new  Yearly  Foiid  aa4 
Annnitiesto  be  hereafter  redeensable,  id  the 
Time  and  Manner  thereby  prescribed. 

10.  — »  for  the  better  oolJeeting  and  levying 
the  Revenue  of  the  Tinitfas  of  the  Clergv. 

IL  —  to  explain  and  amend  several  laws 
therein  mendoned,  lor  the  belter  Presetratioa 
of  the  Game. 

19.  — -  to  empower  Comoussionefs  io  Com- 
missions of  Bankrupts,  issued  since  the  Mch 
day  of  June  1706,  ami  on  or  before  the  86th 
day  of  Juue  1716,  to  make  Certificates  for 
Bankrupts:  and  the  Lord  ChanoeUor,  Lord 
Keeper,  or  Commissioners  of  the  Great  Seal, 
or  two  Judges,  to  confirm  the  same,  nocwich- 
standing  the  Acts  of  tiie  four^  aad  fifkb,  aad 
the  fkf^  of  Queen  Anne  are  expired  ;  and  for 
continuiag  a  Qanse  in  a  former  Act,  for  ad- 
justing Acoompts  between  Bankrupts  and  their 
Debtoril. 

13.  -*-  for  the  better  rerabuing  of  Pilots,  for 
the  conducting  of  Ships  and  Vess^  from  Dover, 
Deal,  and  the  Isle  ofThanet,  up  the  Rtversel 
Thaoies  and  Medway.. 

14.  —  to  continue  an  Act  of  the  first  year 
of  h»  Majesty's  Reign,  intituled,  *  An  Act  for 
'  taking  and  stating  the  J>ebts  due  and  growing 

*  due  to  Scotland,  by  Way  of  Equivalent  in  the 
'  Terms  of  the  Union ;  and  for  Relier  of  the 

*  Creditors  of  the  Public,  and  dieCommissaoaen 
^oftheEouivalent.' 

,  15.  —  tor  the  better  re^platiog  the  Office  of 
Sherifi ;  and  for  ascertaining  their  Fees,  and 
the  Fees  for  suing  oat  their  Patents,  aad  passing 
their  Aocompts. 

r  16.  —  for  the  better  enabling  Sherifis  to  son 
out  their  Patents,  and  ^ass  their  Aooooipts. 

17.  — to  enable  his  Majesty  to  appoint 
Commissioners,  to  take,examMie,  state^and  de- 
termine, the  Debts  due  to  the  Armj. 

18.  -^  for  explaining  an  Act,  paaaed  the 
kst  Session  of  Parliament,  intituled,  '  An  Act 
'  to  oblige  Papists  to  register  their  Names  aad 

*  Real  Esutes,'  and  forenlargin|  theT^mefor 
soch  registering ;  and  for  secarmg  Parchates 
made  by  Protestants. 

19.  —  for  the  King's  most  gracsoos,  ga» 
neral,  and  free  Pardon, 

SO.  —  to  enlaii^  the  Time  for  making  Claima 
before  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  inquire 
of  the  forfeited  Estates. 

81.  —  for  continuing  the  Labertjr  of  export- 
ing Irish  Linen  Clotli  to  the  British  Planta- 
tions in  America,  Duty  free ;  and  for  tN« 
more  effeaual  Dncovecy  of>  sml  prosecadag* 
such  as  shall  unla^foUy  expoit  Wool  and 
Woollen  Manufaetures  from  Irelaud  ;  aad  for 
Relief  of  John  Fletcher,  in  respect  of  tbe  Datj 
by  him  paid  for  a  Quantity  of  Salt  loat  ia  the 
^portation  for  Ireland. 

ilnno  4  OeorgU  1. 

1.  An  Act  for  granting  aii  Aid  lo  his  Map 
;ty,  by  a  Land-Tax  to  be  raised  in  Oias^ 
itaia  for  the  Service  of  the  yfar  int. 
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.  -*-*  t»  eimble  bit  Miyes^.  (o  be  Gov:ernQr 
be  South*5ea  Compaojr. 
.  —  for  continuiog  (be  Duties  on  Malt, 
cDy  C^der  and  Perry^  for  tbe  Service  of  tbe 
r  17 18  ;  and  for  makiog  fortb  Duplicates 
Exche^*^''^^^'  ^^^  Lottery-Tickets  and 
lers,  lost,  burnt  or  destroyed ;  and  for  ap* 
priating  ibe  Supplies  g taiHed  vi  tbis  Se&sion 

I.  — -"Cor  punishing  Mutiny  and  Desertion, 
I  for  the  better  Payoeot  of  tbe  Anny,  and 
if  Quarterii 

».  •—  for  finiftbing  tbe  Tower  of  tlie  Parish 
urch  of  St.  Michael^  Cornbill,  London,  out 
rbe  Duties  ariiing  pursuant  to  tbe  Act  of 
uintlfr^ar  ofthelate  Queen  for  building  50 
V  Chorohes  in  aod  about  -the  Cities  of  Lou- 
\  and  Westminster,  and  tbe  Suburb^  thereof. 
3.  -^  for  CLebef  of  the  wholesale  Traders 
1  Dealers  in  En^ish  Bonelace,  by  obviating 
eral  Doubts  in  tbe  several  Acu  for  licene- 
;  Hawkers  and  Pedlsrrs. 
r.  —  for  makjijy  more  e0ectiialaii'4C^in«de 
tbe  Sth  year  ofthe  Reign  of  the  late  Queen 
ipe»  tq titled,  *  An  Aet  for  emploYiug  tbe 
lanufaoturers  by  eoconn^og  tlie  Cousump* 
ioQ  of  Raw  Silk»  and  Mobair  xara.' 
8.  r-*  for  vesfinc;  tl>e  forfeited  Estates  in 
*eat  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  Trustees,  to  be 
Id  for  tbe  Use  of  the  Public  ;  and  for  t^fving 
sliefto  lawful  Creditors,  by  determining  the 
aioos;  aad  ffr  the  more  effectual  bringing 
to  tbe  respective  Exchequers  the  Rents  and 
^fits  of  the  said  Estates,  till  sold. 
0.  *—  to  appoint  Commissioners  to.  take, 
ainioe,  state  and  determine  the  Debts  due  lo 
e  AnDY,  and  to  examine  aad  state  tbe  De- 
ands  of  several  foreign  Princes  and  S.tates 
r  Subsidies  during  tbe  late  War. 

10.  —for  making  the  Dividead  of  subscribed 
ottery-Anouities,  and  other  Annuities  est^ 
lished  by  several  Acts  of  Parliameut^  payable 
[alf-yearW  at  tbe  Bank  of  England. 

11.  —  for  tbe  further  preventing  Robbery, 
uiglar?  and  other  Felonies^  and  for  the  more 
Seccusi  Transportation  of  Felons^  and  on- 
iwful  Eaperters  of  Wool ;  and  for  declarjng 
le  Law  upon  some  Points  relating  to  Pirates. 

12.  — (.tor  enforcing aad,  making  perpetual 
n  Act  of  tbe  Ifith  year  of  her  late  Majesty, 
mtled, '  An  Act  for  tbe  preserving  of  all  such 
Ships  and  Goods  thereof,  which  shall  happen 
to  be  forced  on  Shore,  or  strandecl  upon  tbe 
Coasts  of  this  ^ingdom^  or  any  other  of  her 
Majesty's  Doniinions ;'  and  for.itiflicting  the 
laoishnent  of  Death  oasttcb  as  shall  wilfully 
um  or  destrov  SbipSt 

13.— for  enlarging  tbe  Term  of  Tears  granted 
lY  the  ActA  of  tbe  11th  and  IStb  Years  of  King 
William  tbe  Third,  and  ted  and  3rd  Years  of 
iueen  Anne,  iat  the  Aepairof  Dover  Harbour. 

14.  —  to  impower  the  Commissioners  ap» 
Miinted  to  pet  in  Eaecutioa  the  Att  of  tbe 
)th  iMkd  10th  Years  of  her  bte  Majesty's  Reiga, 
or  beildiitt  ^  new  Cburchee  in  aad  about  the 
Cities  of  Condon  ipd  Wesiauiister«  aad  Sob- 
vbs  thtraoj^  to din^^  Venak  Ckm^  of 
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St.  Giles^n  tbe  Fields^  ia  the  County  of  Mid* 
diesex,  to  be  rebuilt,  instead  of  one  of  tb^  said 
fifty  new  Churches.  , 

1.  An  Act  forgraatin^  to  his  Majesty  an  Ai4 
by  a  liaad-Tax  to  be  rajsed  in  Great  Britain, 
for  the  Service  ofthe  Year  1719. 

2.  -*  for  continuing  tbe  Duties  on  Malt^ 
Mum,  Cvderand  Perry,  for  the  Service  of  the 
Year  1719 ;  and'  for  enlarging  the  Time  for 
entering  at  the  Exchequer  such  Assignments  of 
reversionary  Annuities  as  are  therein  men* 
tioned  ;  and  for  better  securing  tbe  Duties  on 
Hides  and  SkincL  Vellum  and  Parchment. 

8.  —  for  ajqplying  certain  Overplus  Monies, 
and  further  Sums,  to  be  raised,  as  %^11  by  waf 
of  a  Lottery,  as  by  Lpaos,  towards  paying  ott 
and  enncelfiag  Exchequer-Bills,  and  for  lessen* 
ing  the  present  great  .Charge  in  relation  te 
these  Bills;  and  for  circulating  and  exchan^g^ 
ing  for  ready  ^^e:^  the  Residue  of  the  same 
Buls  for  the  future. 

4.  —  for  strengthening  the  Protestant  In- 
terest ia  these  Kingdoms. 

5.  —  iiiT  punishing  Mutiny  and  Desertion, 
and  for  the  better  Payment  of  the  Army,  and 
their  Quarters. 

6.  —  for  quieting  and  establishing  Corpo* 
rations. 

7.  —  for  contiauing  an  Act  made  in  the  litb 
Year  of  the  Reign  ofher  late  Majesty  Queen 
Anne»  intituled,  *  An  Act  for  encouraging  the 
'  Tobacco  Trade,' 

8.  —  for  the  more  e£EectuaI  Relief  of  such 
Wives  and  Children,  as  are  left  by  their  Has* 
bands,  and  Parents^  upon  the  Charge  of  the 
Parish. 

9.  —  for  continuiM  certain  Daties  upcm 
Coals  and  Cuhni  and  for  establishing  certain 
Funds,  to  raise  Mopev,  as  well  to  proceed  io 
the  building  of  new  Cnurches,  as  also  to  com*  , 
plete  the  Supply  granted  to  his  Majesty,  and 
to  reserve  the  overplus  Monies  of  the  said 
Duties  for  the  Disposition  of  Parliament ;  and 
for  tbe  more  efiectaal  soppressiog  private  lot* 
teries. 

10.  — ^fbrenlarging  the  Time  granted  by  two 
Acts  of  Parliameot,  for  Repairs  of  tbe  Piers 
of  Bridlington,  alias  Durlim^ton ;  and  for 
making  the  said  Acts  more  efiectual. 

11.  -—against  Gla^destine  ruuning  of  oo-' 
custeoied  &>od8;  and  for  the  ntore  efieciual 
preventieg  of  Frauds  relating  to  the  Customs, 

13.  -*-  for  making  more  etfectual  tbe  several 
Acts  past  for  repairing  aod  amending  thf 
Highways  of  this  Kingdom. 

13.  —  for  the  Amendment  of  Writs  of 
Error ;  ;ind  for  the  Ibrther  preyenting  the  Ar- 
resting or  Reversing  of  Judgments  after  Verdict, 

14.  '—.to  contiuue  the  Como^issiooers  ai>> 
pointed  to  examine,  state  and  determine  the  - 
Debts  doe  to  the  Army,  and  to  examine  and 
state  the  Demands  of  several  foreign  Princes 
and  States  for  Subsidies  during  the  luie  War. 

15.  -^  for  mekiug  otore  eflPeound  aa  Act  of 
tbe  3rd  aod  4th  Years  ef  the  Reiga  of  Kiaf 
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WUliam  and  Queen  Marj»  iotitled,  *  An  Act 

*  for  xht  more  effectual  Diacoverjr  and  Punislv- 

*  meat  of  Deer-ttealers/ 

16.  —  for  lajiog  a  Dntj  of  two  Pennies  Scots, 
or  one  sixth  Fart  of  a  Pennj  Sterling,  upon 
every  Pint  of  Ale  or  Beer,  that  shall  be 
▼ended  or  sold  within  the  Town  of  Dunbar, 
for  improving  and  preserving  the  Harbour,  and 
repairing  the  Town-bouse,  and  building  a 
School,  and  other  public  Buildings  there ;  and 
fcNT  iuj^ljing  the  said  Town  with  fresh  Water. 

17.  —  for  laying  a  Duty  of  two  Pennies 
Scots,  or  one  sixth  Part  of  a  Penny  Sterling, 
upon  every  Pint  of  Ale  or  Beer,  that  shall  be 
▼eoded  or  sold  within  the  Town  of  Inverness, 
and  Pfivile(3;es  thereof,  for  paying  the  Debts 
of  the  said  Town,  and  for  building  a  Church, 
and  making  a  Harbour  there. 

18.  —  for  recovering  the  Credit  of  the 
British  Fisbefy  in  foreign  Paru;  and  better 
securiog  the  Duties  on  Salt. 

19.  —  for  redeeming  the  ForiH  appropriated 
for  Payment  of  the  Lottery-Tickets,  which 
were  inade  forth  for  the  Ser\ice  of  the  Year 
1710,  by  a  volunuiry  Subscription  of  the  Pro- 
prietors into  the  Capital  Stock  of  the  Souih- 
bea  Company  ;  and  for  raising  a  Sum  of 
Money  to  pay  off  such  Debts  and  Incum- 
brances as  are  therein  mentioned  ;  and  for  ap- 
propriating the  Supplies  granted  in  this  Session 
of  Parliament ;  and  to  limit  Times  for  Prose- 
cutions upon  Bonds  for  exporting  Cards  and 
Dice. 

UO.  — ,  for  settling  certain  yearly  Funds, 
payable  out  of  the  Revenue  of  Scotland,  to 
8ati:>ry  public  Debts  in  Scotland,  and  other 
Uses  mentioned  in  the  Treaty  of  Union ;  and 
to  discharge  the  Equivalents-  claimed  on 
Behalf  of  Scotland,  in  the  Terms  of  the  same 
Treuty  ;  and  for  obviating  all  future  Disputes, 
Charges  and  Expences  concerning  those  Equi- 
valents. 

21.  —  for  the  better  securing  the  lawful 
Trade  of  his  Majesty's  Subjects  to  and  fren» 
the  East-Indies;  and  for  the  more  effectual 
preventing  all  his  Majesty's  Subjects  trading 
/thither  under  foreign  Commissions. 

23  —  for  enlarging  the  Time  to  determine 
Claims  oo  the  forfeited  Estates. 

S3.  —  for  appointing  a  Commissioner  and 
Trustee  to  put  in  Execution  the  Powers  and 
Autborities  of  the  {leveral  Acts  of  Parliament 
relating  to  the  forfeited  Estates,  and  Estates 
given  to  superstitious  Uses,  in  the  Room  of 
George  Treby,  Esq.  who  has  desired  to  be 
discharged  firom  the  said  Trusts. 

24.  —  for  the  better  prei'enting  Frauds 
committed  by  Bankrupts. 

25.  —  for  continuing  the  Act  made  in  the 
eighth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  tlie  late  Queen 
Anng^  to  regulate  the  Price  and  Assize  of 
Bread ;  and  for  continuing  the  Act  made  in  the 
12ih  Year  of  her  said  late  Majesty's  Reign,  for 
the  better  Enconragement  of  the  making  Sail* 
Cloth  in  Great  Britain. 

26.  —  for  preventing  the  Mischiefs  which 
nay  happen  by  keeping  too  great  Quantities  of 


Gunpowder  in  or  near  the  Cities  of  Londoa 
and  Westminster,  or  the  Suburbs  thereof. 

27.  —  to  prevent  the  Inconveniendes  arssiog 
from  seducing  Airtificers  in  the  Manufactures  of 
Great  Britain  into  foreign  Parts. 

28.  —  for  the  further  Punishment  of  sack 
Persons  as  shall  unlawfully  kill  or  destrov 
Doer  in  ParVs, '  Paddocks  or  other  incWd 
Grounds. 

29.  —  for  making  more  effectual  the  La«s 
appointing. the  Oa&  for  Secnritv  of  the  Go- 
vernment,  to  be  taken  by  Mtniaters  and 
Preachers  in  Churches  and  Meeting-bouses  en 
Scotland. 

30.  —  for  amending  and  making  more  effec- 
tual the  Laws  for  repairing  the  Highways 
Bridges,  and  Ferries  in  that  Part  of  Great  K- 
tain  called  Scotland. 

31.  —  for  enlarging  the  Time  granted  by 
an.  Act  of  the  9ih  and  10th  Years  of  King 
William,  for  cleansing  and  making  navigable 
the  Channel  from  the  Hythe  at  Coldiester  to 
Wivenhoe  ;  and  for  making  the  said  Act  more 
effectual. 

32.  —  for  Relief  of  such  Sufferers  of  the 
Islands  of  Nevis  and  St.  Christopher's  as  have 
settled  .  in  either  of  those  Islands,  and  made 
due  Proofof  such  Settlement  before  the  25th 
day  of  December  1712. 

Anno  6  Georgii  i. 

1.  An  Act  for  granting  to  his  Majesty  an 
Aid  by  a  Land-Td^  to  be  raised  in  Great  Bri- 
tain»  for  the  Service  of  the  Year  1720. 

2.  —  for  continuing  the  Duties  oo  Malt, 
Mum,  Cyder  and  Perry,  for  the  Service  of  the 
Year  1720,  and  for  enabliog  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  his  Majesty's  Treasury  to  call  in 
such  Exchequer- Bills  as  are  to  be  cancelled  and 
discharged  with  Money  appointed  for  that 
Purpose. 

8.  —  for  punishing  Mutiny  and  Desertion, 
and  for  the  better  Payment  of  the  Army  and 
their  Quarters. 

4.  —  for  enabling  the  South-Sea  Company 
to  increase  their  present  Capitaf  Stock  aod 
Fun(f,  by  redeeming  such  public  Debts  and 
Incumbrances  as  are  therein  mentioned  ;  and 
for  raising  Money  to  be  applied  for  lessening 
several  of  the  public  Debts  and  Inctimbrances ; 
and  for  catling  in  the  present  Ezchemier-BQIs 
remaining  uncancelled  ;  and  for  making  forth 
new  Bills  in  Lieu  thereof,  to  be  circulated  and 
exchanged  upon  Demand  at  or  near  the  Ex- 
chequer. 

5.  —  for  the  better  securing  the  Depen- 
dency of  the  Kin|dtnf  of  Ireuind  upon  cbe 
Crown  of  Great  Britain. 

6.  —  for  preventing  the  Carriage  of  exces- 
sive Loads  of  Meal,  Malt,  Bricks  and  Coah^ 
within  ten  Miles  of  the  Cities  of  London  and 
Westminster. 

7.  —  for  laying  a  Duty  of  two  Pennies 
Scots,  or  one  sixth  Part  of  a  Penny  Sterfing, 
upon  every  Pint  of  Ale  or  Beer  that  shall  be 
vended  or  sold  within  the  Town  of  Montrose, 
and  Privileges  thereof  fo  mpplytog  che  nM 
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Cdwd  with  fresh  Wtter,  and  for  otiier  Par- 
(oses  therein  mentioned. 

8.  —  for  lading  a  Duty  of  two  Pennies 
fcotSy  or  one  sixth  Part  of  a  Penny  Sterling,  upon 
nrery  Scots  Pint  of  Beer  or  Ale  vended  or  sold 
tithin  the  Town  of  Brunt-island  and  Liberties 
^eof,  for  increasing  tlie  public  Revenue  of 
Jbe  said  Town,  and  for  other  Purposes  therein 
aentiooed. 

'  9.  -—  for  laying  a  Duty  of  two  Pennies 
Mots,  or  one  sixth  Part  of  a  Penny  Sterling, 
ipou  every  Scots  Pint  of  Beer  and  Ale  that 
wall  he  vended  or  sold  within  the  Town  of 
Pittenweem  and  Liberties  thereof,  for  repair- 
ing the  Harbour  there,  and  for  maintaining 
ither  pablic  Works  of  the  said  Town. 

10.  .—  for  making  forth  new  Eicheqfier- 
Bills,  not  exceeding  one  Million,  at  a  certain 
Interest ;  and  for  lending  tlie  same  to  the 
^outh'Sea  Company  at  an  higher  interest, 
upon  Security  ot  repaying  the  same  and  such 
bigh  Interest,  into  the  ^chequer,  for  Uses  to 
tvbich  the 'Fund  for  lessening  the  public  Debts 
[called  the  Sinking  Fund)  is  applicable  ;  and 
for  circulating  and  exchainging  upon  Demand 
the  said  Bills  at  or  near  the  Exchequer. 

11.  —  for  laying  a  Duty  upon  wrought 
Plate  ;  and  for, applying  Money  arisingfor  the 
clear  Produce  (by  Side  of  the  forfeited  Estates) 
towards  answering  his  Mfyesty's  Supply  ;  and 
for  taking  off  the  Drawbacks  upon  Hops  ex- 
poi  ted  for  Ireland  ;  and  for .  Payment  of  An- 
nuities, to  be  purchased  after  the  Bate  of  4/. 
per  cent,  per  aun.  at  the  Exchequer,  redeem^ 
able  by  Parliament ;  and  for  appropriating 
Supplies  grahted  in  this  Session  of  Parliament ; 
and  to  present  counterfeiting  Receipts  and 
Warrants  of  the  Officers  of  the  South-Sea  Com- 
pany ;  and  for  explaining  a  late  Act  concern- 
ing fureign  Salt,  cellared  and  locked  up  before 
the  24th  day  of  June  1719  ;  and  to  give  a  fur* 
Uier  Time  for  paying  Duties  on  certain  Ap- 
prentices Indentures;  and  for  Itelief  of  Tho- 
mas Vernon,  Esq.  injrelatiou  to  a  Parcel  of 
$cnua  imported  in  the  Year  171(i. 

12.  —  for  preventing  of  Frauds  and  Abuses 
in  the  Allowances  on  damaged  Wines,  and  for 
lengthening  the  Time  for  the  Drawbacks  on . 
the  Exportation  of  Wines. 

13.  —  for  ascertaining  the  Breadths,  and 
preventing  Frauds  and  Abuses  in  manufactur- 
ng  Serges,  Pladings  and  Fmgnims,  and  for  re- 
gulating tlie  Manufactures  of  Stockings,  in  that 
rartof  Great  Britain  called  Scotland.. 

14.  —  for  prohibiting  the  Importation  of 
raw  Silk  and  Mohair  Yam  of  the  Product 
)r  Manufacture  of  Asia,  from  any  Ports  or 
Places  in  the  Screights  or  Levant  Seas,  except 
luch  Ports  and  Places  as  are  within  the  Domi- 
lioos  of  the  Grand  Signior. 

13.  T-  to  repeal  so  much  of  the  Act,  inti- 
uled, '  An  Act  for  preventing  Frauds,  and  re- 
golatiiig  Abuses  in  his  Majesty's  Customs,' 
>as8ed  in  the  13th  and  14ttt  Years  of  King 
l^harles  the  Second,  as  relates  to  the  prohibit^ 
ng  the  Importation  of  Deal-Boards  and  Fir- 
Timbf  r  from  Gftrmany. 


16.  —  to  explain  and  amend  an  Act  passed 
in  the  first  Year  of  his  Mojesty*s  Reign  inti- 
tnledy  *  An  Act  to  encourage  the  planting  of 

*  Timber-Trees,  Fruit-Trees,  and  other  TVees, 
'  for  Ornament,  Shelter  or  Profit,  and  for  the 
'  better  Preservation  of  the  same,  and  for  the 

*  preventing  the  burning  of  Woods,  and   for 

*  tl>e  better  Preservation,  of  the  Fences  of  such 
«  Woods.' 

17.  —  for  gppointin^  Commissioners  to  exa- 
mine, state  ana  determme  the  Debs  due  to  the 
Army ;  and  to  examine  and  state  Demands  of 
several  foreign  Princes  and  States  for  Subsidies 
during  the  late  War. 

18.  —  for  better  securing  certain  Powers  and 
Privileges  intended  to  be  granted  by  his  Ma- 
je^y  by  two  Charters,  for  Assurance  of  Ships 
and  Merchandizes  at  Sea,  and  for  lending 
Money  upon  Bottomry ;  and  for  restraining 
several  extravagant  and  unwarrantable  Prac- 
tices therein  mentioned. 

19.  —  for  making  perpetual  so  much  of  aa 
Act  made  in  the  10th  Year  of  the  Reign  of 
Queen  Ann^,  for  the  reviving  and  continuing 
several  Acts  therein  mentioned,  as  relates  to 
the  building  and  repairing  County  Gaols ;  and 
also  an  Act  of  the  11th  and  tSth  Years  of  the 
Reign  of  King  WiUiam  the  Third,  for  the  more 
effectual  Suppression  of  Picacy ;  and  ibr 
making  more  effectual  the  Act  of  the  ISth 
Year  of  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  the  Seeonc^ 
intituled,  *  An  Act  for  establishing  Articles 

*  and  Orders  for  the  regulating  and,  letter  Go- 
'  vernment  of  his  Majestjr's  Ships  of  War  and 

*  Forces  f.y  Sea.' 

90.  —  for  continuing  the  Acts  formerly 
made  for  prepairing  the  Highways  in  the 
County  of  Hertford  therein  mentioned^  and  for 
making  the  said  Acts  more  e£fiectual. 

21.  —  for  preventing  Frauds  and  Abuses  ja 
the  Public  Revenues  of  Excise,  Customs, 
Stamp-Duties,  Post-Office,  and  House-'Money. 

22.  —  for  Relief  of  Inselvent  Debtors,  and 
for  the  more  easy  Discharge  of  Bankrupts  out, 
of  Execution,  after  their  Certificates  allowed. 

93.  —  for  the  further  preventing  Robbery, 
Burglary,  and  other  Felonies,  and  for  the  more 
efiectual  Trcinsportation  of  Felons. 

24.  —  for  better  explaining  the  Nature  of 
Conveyances  co  be  made  to  Uie  Purchasers  of 
the  forfeited  Estates  by  the  Commissioners  and 
Trustees  acting  in  Scotland;  and  for  preventing 
Difficulties  in  determining  Claims  on  the  said 
Estates  ;  and  to  enable  the  Judges  in  Ireland 
to  examine  Witnesses  relating  to  Claims  on  , 
forfeited  FiStates  there;  and  for  enabling soch 
Corporations  as  shall  purchase  any  of  the  said 
Estates,  to  grant  Annuities,  not  exceeding  tba 
yearly  value  of  the  said  Estates ;  and  for  re- 
lieving the  W^dow  and  Daughters  of  the  lata 
sir  Edward  Macdonald. 

25.  —  far  repairid^  the  Roads  from  Ste- 
venidge  in  the  County  of  Hertford,  to  Biggies^ 
wade  m  the  Coonty  of  Bedford. 

26.  —  for  enlarging  the  Term  granted  hy  an 
Act  in  the  4th  Year  of  bis  Miyesty*s  Reign, 
intituled,  <  An  AsX  fof  repairiog  the  Highwa/, 
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<  leading  fi«in  tb^  Stotie»-Eiul  in  Kent-Street 
'  to  the  Ume^Kilns  Id  Eaftt-Ckeeimicis  near 

<  Blaok-nett^h,  fttiA  to  Lewishatn  Churefa,  bein|r 

*  t4)e  TimbHd^  Road  in  the  County  of  Kent ;' 
aafd  for  repairioi^antl  ntnending  th«  Highwujrs 
afld  Boadft  leading  ihstn  Westminster  Ferrj  in 
(be  Pariah  of  Lambeth  in  tbeClounty  of  Stirrvj, 
to  NiPW<rfM8  in  the  Parish  of  Deptfbrd  in  the 
Count/  of  Kent ;  and  for  enlai^ing  the  Term 
granted  by  an  A<ct  passed  in  the  4th  Year  of 
bJa  Mnjesty's  Reign,  intituled,  <  An  A€t  for 

*  amending  the  Roads  from  the  City  of  London 
•«  to  the  Town  of  Basf-Orinstead  in  the  Counry 

*  of  Sussex,  and  to  Sutton  and  Kingston  in  the 

<  C^>^nty  of  Sorrey ;'  and  for  Explaining  and 
Amending  the  same  Acr. 

«r.  —  for  making  the  Rirer  Darlrent  hi  the 
County  of  Dei^y  navieable. 

$S.  -^  !br  making  the  Rirer  Donthis  alias 
Askmd,  navigable,  m>m  Jhe  f&^t  l&bble  to 
Wigan  in  the  County  Palatine  of  LancaiAer. 

49.  -^  fet  pteserving  and  imprtfvmg  the  Na- 
▼igaiion  of  the  River  Ouse  in  the  County  of 
Buntmgttm. 

50.  —  fbrmaStin^  the  R*rer  Idle  n«vigable, 
fvom  East^Hietford  m  the  County  of  Kotting- 
baiB|  t6  Ddartry^Whatf  m  the  County  uf  Yt>rk. 

Jbn'M  7  GeorgH  1. 

•  1.  An  AtJt  fbr  restrakirng  the  Sob-Oovemor, 
Dcpmy-Govemor,  Director,  Treasorer  or  Ca- 
shier, Depo'W-Ca^er,  and  Accountant  of  the 
South-Sea  Company  from  going  out  of  this 
Kingdom  for  the  Space  of  one  rear,  and  until 
the  end  of  the  then  next  Session  of  Partia- 
ineiit;-iand  for  diicovering  thfeir  Estates  and 
EflftfGts ;  and  for  preventing  the  transporting  or 
alienating  the  same. 

2.  — -  to  di8at)!e  ^tttb  |>retent  Sub-Governor 
JDieptrty-G(»vemor  and  Directors  of  the  Sooth- 
Sea -Company,  at,  from,  and  after  the  respective 
Titnes  for  electing  a  Sub-Governor,  neputy 
Governor  and  tew  Directors  of  the  said  Coni- 
|>au?/to  t&ke,1iold  Or  enjoy  sfny  Office,  Place 
or  Employment  in  the  said  Conirrany,  or  in  the 
East-India  'Company,  or  Bank  of  England, 
and  from  voting;  Upon  !E!ections  in  the  said 
Cotnpnny. 

3.  —  ibr  repetiHng  aCn  Act  milde  in  the  9th 
Year  of  the  Reign  of  her  late  iftajesty  Queen 
Anne,  inrifulcd,   'An  Act    to  oblige    Ships 

*  coming  from  Places  infected,  more  effectually 

*  to  perform   their  Qnarentine ;'  and  for  pre- 
venting the  Plague  bcin|;  brought  iVom  foreign 
Parts  Iftfto  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  or  the  Isles  ' 
•fGaernsay,  Jersey,  A Idemey,  Sark  or  Man; 
and  to  hinder  the  spreading  of  Infection. 

4.  —  for  granting  an  Aid  to  bis  Majesty  by 
a  Land-Ttix  to  be  raised  in  Great  Britain^  fbr 
the  Service  of  the  Year  1721. 

6.  —  to  enable  the  South-Sea  tompiny  to 
ingraft  Part  of  their  Capital  Stock  and  Fund, 
into  the  Stock  and  Fund  of.  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
Jand,  and  another  part  thereof  into  the  Stock 
and  Fund  of  tiie  East-India  Compariy ;  and 
for  giving  ionber  Time  for  Taymeats  to  be 


made  by  the  said  Smuft^Sea  Conpaay,  to  th^ 
Use  of  the  Public. 

6.  -^  for  punishing  Mutiny  and  De9artio«« 
and  for  the  better  Payment  of  the  Atdigr  &»! 
their  QuArtets. 

f,  —  eo  preserve  and  enconrace  the  We 
and  Stik  Manufactures  of  this  Kingdona ; 
for  more  effectual  empfoyi^g  the  P«M>r,  by  pet>- 
hibitmg  the  Use  and  Wear  of  aU  piiuieJ, 
pnittted,  stained  Or  ^tA  Oal^ooea,  in  Appn«l» 
Houshold  stuff,  Hnmiture  or  otherwise,  after 
the  S5th  day  of  December  1?^  (exce^  as 
therein  is  excepted.) 

8.  — :.  for  enlai^g  the  Time  for  making  tba 
River  Kennet  navig^le  fh>m  Rending  to  Near- 
bury  in  the  County  of  Berks. 

9.  —  for  the  better  Preservsftion  of  tba 
Harbour  of  Rjre  in  the  County  of  Susses. 

10.  for  m.iking  the  tliver  Weaver  navigable 
from  Frodshaa»-firtdge>o  Windsford-Bridge  in 
the  County  of  Cfaetler. 

11.  —  for  finishing  and  adorning  the  ne«r 
Chapel,  called  St.  George's  Chapel,  m  Great 
Yarmouth  in  the  County  of  NoHblk,  and  for 
enlightening  the  Streets  of  the  said  Town,  by  m 
Duty  or  Imposition  of  Coals,  Cuhn  and 'Cm-' 
ders,  to  be  landed  and  cooeomed  there. 

12.  —  for  employing  the  M^nufoctmnes,  and 
encouraging  the  Consumption  of  Raw-9i)k  and 
Mohair  Yam,  by  prohibiliog  the  Wearing  of 
Buttons  and  Button-boles  made  of  Clotb, 
Serge,  or  other  Stufis. 

13.  —  for  regulating  the  Joarneymea  T\ij-* 
lors  witfain  the  Weekly  IWh  of  Mortaiitf. 

14.  —  for  corttiuuinK  the  Duties  grafted  by 
several  Acts  made  in  tne  6th  and  lOth  Tcan 
of  ber  late  Majesty's  Reign,  for  rq>ainng  th« 
Harbour  and  Key  of  Watcfaett,  tn  the  Gmmty 
of  Somerset. 

1.5.  —  for  makmg  the  Rivers  Mercy  and 
IrweS  navigable  from  Liverpoole  to  Maocbes^ 
ter,  in  the  County  Palatine  of  Lancastor. 

16.  for  the  better  preserving  and  keepiag  \n 
Repair  the  Piers  of  the  Town  and  Port  of 
Whitby  in  the  County  of  York,  and  for  «• 
plaining  and  md(ingmore  effectiKd  the  several 
Acts  passed  for  lec^ening  and  repairing  tlie 
Piers  of  Bridlington,  alias  Burlington,  in  the 
said  County. 

17.  —  for  making  navigable  the  River  Dane, 
from  Northwich,  where  i':  joins  Ae  River 
Weaver,  to  the  falling  in  of  Weelock-Brook ; 
and  Weeloc^-Brook  up  to  Weelock-Bridge  m 
the  County  of  Chester. 

13.  —  for  enlarcrmg  the  Term  granted  by 
an  Act  passed  in  the  10th  Year  of  the  Reign 
of  her  late  Majesty  Queen  Anne,  in1ataled» 

<  An  Act  for  repairing  the  Road  from  High- 
'  gate  O&te-house  in  the  County  of  Middlesex^ 

<  to  Bamet  Blockhouse  in  tbe  County  of  Heft> 
*  ford  ;^  and ,  for  repamng  tbe  %oaa  teadiog 
from  tbe  Bear-Inn  in  Hafiey,  to  tbe  Sign  of 
the  Angel  irt  Enfid^  Chase  in  the  said  Coumy 
of 'Middlesex. 

.  .  19.  —  for  continuing  an  Act  made  in  tbe 
6th  Year  of  tbe  ^  Reign  of  her  late  Migesty 
Queeo  Aooei  iabtidt^  ''•Ad  MfX  fotieyaiiiif 
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*  Mid  onhurgRi^  ni6  Hi^iiwuyB  between  tbc  Top 
<of  KifigBdowD-HUIttmltheCity  ofB«di;  mid 

*  wA99  Mvenil  Sglmajs  leci<}iDS  to  tnd  ctireufi;b 

*  the  iBtd  City ;  and  fbr  cleming,  p<^nig  and 

*  lighting    the    Streets,   and     regulating    the 

*  Chairmen  there;'   and  for   exp!ainikig  and 
maltnig  the  mii  A<t  more  efiectual. 

SO.  —  for  continuing  the  Dotiee  on  Malt, 
Mum,  Cyder  and  Ptrry,  to  raise  Money  by 
way  of  a  Lottery,  for  the  Service  of  the  Year 
1741,  and  for  transfei^g  the  Defideucy  of  a 
latse  Mal^Act  to  the  Land-Tax  for  the  said 
Year;  and  fE>r  disposing  tcertain  overphis 
Money  to  proper  Objects  of  Charity ;  and  for 
giving  further  Ttme  to  Clerks  and  Apprentices 
to  pay  Duties  omitted  to*  be  paid  fbr  their  In- 
dentures and  Contracts ;  and  touching  small 
^oantities  of  Cyder  exported  ;  and  for  RcKef 
of  Captain  John  Ferry,  concerning  Dagenham 
Breach;  and  toudiifig  lost  Bilb,  Ticaets  or 
Orders ;  and  concerning  tlie  Duty  of  small 
Pieces  of  flate ;  and  to  enable  the  Undertakers 
for  raising  Thames  Water  in  York-Buildings 
to'sell  Annuities  by  way  of  a  Lottery;  and 
for  satfslViDg  m  Defet,  which  was  charged  on 
rtie  itde  Dnty  on  Hops;  and  for  ajppropriatTT^ 
the  Meniee  granted  in  this  Session  of  Par- 
iMtnenf* 

fl.  —  fbr  tfce  fortber  preventhig  bis  Ma- 
jesty's Sol^ects  from  trading  to  the  East-Itrdi^ 
cmder  foreign  Commissions ;  and  fbr  encou- 
raging and  fnrther  securing  the  lawfo]  Trade 
tftiereto ;  fmd  fbr  further  rei;n!atingthe  Pilots  of 
Dover,  Deal  and  Isle  of  Thanet. 

99.  —  fbrenabfing  Charles  Eart  of  Atran 
•o  porchase  the  forfeited  Estate  of  James 
Blitler,  late  Duke  of  Ormond  ;  and  fbr  grant* 
ing  Relief  to  Wflliam  hte  Lord  Widthrmgton ; 
SM  for  eniargine  tfie  Time  for  determining 
daims  crpon  tSe  forfeited  Estates;  and  fbr  en- 
abling the  Commissioners  for  the  said  forfeited 
Estates  to  certify  into  the  Exchequer,  all  such 
Eataaes  as  tfaey  have  fouikd  to  iie  given  to 
Popish  or  superstitious  Uses. 

93.  —  for  repairing  the  several  Roads 
leading  ffrom  tlie  Town  of  Ledbury  in  the 
Coumy  of  Hereford,  to  the  sever^  Places 
therein  Ihentioned. 

24.  —  for  repairing  the  Road  from  Wen- 
dover  to  the  Town  of  Buckingham,  in  the 
County  of  Bocks. 

85.  —  fbr  laying  a  Doty  of  two  Pennies 
Scots,  or  an^  sixth  Part'  of  a  Penny  Sterling, 
tfhall  upon  every  Scots  Pint  of  Ale  and  Beer  that 
be  brewed  fer  Sale,  vended  or  tapped  within 
tb*  Tovra  of  JedhtiTE^,  and  Privileges  thereof, 
for  paying  the  public  Debts  of  the  said  Town, 
and  for  supplying  the  same  with  ftesh  Water, 
and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

06.  —  fbr  repairing  the  Road  from  9t.  Gileses 
Ponnd  to  Kiiboome  'Bridge,  in  the  Coumy  of 
Middlesex. 

57.  —  for  Taisiog  a  "Sam  not  exceedins 
500 fiOOi,  by  charging  Annuities  at  tbe  Rate  m 
S(t,  per  cent,  per  ami.  upon  thcCnvfl  List  Re- 
venoet, till  redeemed liy  te  Crown;  and  fbr 
<Bff(Ming  fair  Msjeitji  fav  lltRv  or'fifucoeiSDrf^ 


^bj  causing,  such  a  Deductioo  to  be  madie  as 
therein  is  m^n^oned)  tp  make  eo6d  to  the 
Civil  List  the  Payments  which  shall  bave  been 
made  upou  the  v^id  Annuities  j  and  for  bor« 
rowing  Money  upon  certain  Lottery-Tickets; 
and  for  discharging  the  Corporations  for  As- 
surances of  Part  of  the  Money  which  they  were 
obliged  to  pay  to  his  Migesty ;  and  for  makiqg 
good  a  Deficiency  to  the  East-India  Company. 

28.  —  for  raising  Money  upon  the  Estates 
of  the  late  Sub-Governor,  Deputj-Governor,' 
Director,  Cashier,  Denuty-Cashier  and  Ac- 
cmmtant  of  (he  South-Sea  Company,  and  of 
John  Aislabie,  Esq.  and  likewise  of  Jamet 
Craggs,  Senior,  Esq.  deceased,  towards  making 
goodthe  great  Lots  and  Damage  sustained  by 
the  said  Company  ;  and  fur  disabling  such  of 
the  said  Persons  as  are  living,  to  hold  any 
Office  or  Place  of  Trust  uiider  the  Crown,  or 
to  sit  or  voce  in  Pariiament  for  the  future ; 
and  for  other  Purposes  in  the  said  Act  ex* 
pressed. 

2d.  — '  for  the  King's  most  Gracious,  Gene- 
ral  and  Free  Pardon. 

30.  —  for  appointing  Commissioners  to  c»- 
amioe,  state,  and  determine  the  Debts  due  ta , 
the  Army. 

31.  —  fbr  explaining  and  making  mon 
effectual  the  several  Acts  concerning  Bankrupt!. 

3S.  —  to  explain  and  ao^end  the  Act  of  the 
l^h  Year  of  her  late  Majesty's  Reign,  inti- 
tuled, *  An  Act  for  repairing  the  HiAway  or 

*  Road  from  tlie  Stones-End  in  the  Parish  of 
^,6t. .  Leonard,  Shoreditch,  in  the  County  of 

*  Middlesex,  to  the  furthermost  Part  oi  tha 

*  Northern  Road  in  the  Parish  of  Enfield,  in  the 

*  same  County,  next  co  the  Parish  of  Cheafannt 

*  in  the  County  of  Hertford.^ 

An  At;t  for  making  several  Pronsions  ta  re^" 
store  the  PubUc  Credit,  whirh.  sufl^rs  hy  the 
Frauds  and  Mismanagements  of  the  late  Di* 
recton  of  the  South-Si^  Company,  and  others 

^Asne  t)  Go9r\§il  L 

1.  An  Act  for  granting  an  Aid  to  his  Ma-> 
jesty  by  a  Land-Tax  to  be  raised  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, for  the  Service  of  the  Tear  1T22. 

2.  —  for  continumg  Uie  Duties  on  Mal^ 
Mwn,  Cyder  and  Perry,  to  raise  Mtiney  t^ 
way  of  a  Lottery,  for  the  Service  of  tlie  Tear 
17f^,  and  fbr  transferring  the  Deficiencies  of  a 
late  Malt-Act  to  the  Lsnd-Tax  for  the  sajd 
Year ;  and  for  giving  Time  for  insertinf  the 
Money  given  with  Apprentices  in  their  Inden- 
tures, and  touching  lost  Bills*  Tickets  or  Or* 
ders;  and  for  exdiangiug  the  TicVels  in  Vbe 
Exchequer  for  Certificates ;  and  for  suppressing 
Lotteri^,  denominated  Sale?,  aad  other  private 
Lotteries ;  and  for  enlarging  ihe  Time  fbr  (bt 
AccQiratant  General  oft^e  Badk  of  Eoglantt 
to  xiPttim  Dujulicates  of  Annuities  i»to  the  Ex- 
chequer. 

3.  —  for  puDishing  Mutiny  and  DeserCioiv 
and  for  theietter  Payment  4}f  the  Annj  kdA 
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4.  —  iDr  taking  off  tb€  Dut^  upon  all  Salt 
used  ia  tha  Curing  of  red  Uarringt,  and  laying 
a  proportionable  Duty  upon  all  red  Herrings 
consumed  at  Home  only  ;  and  for  ascertaining 
the  Customs  and  Excise  payable  for  the  Sugar- 
Houses  in/Scotland;  and  for  making  an  Al- 
lowance for  Salt  lost  in  any  Harbour  or  River 
of  this  Realm  ;  and  for  the  better  securing  the 
Duties  oa  Salt  delivered  in  Scotland.. 

5.  —  to  explain  and  amend  the  Act  passed 
ID  the  third  Year  of  his  present  Majesty's 
Reign,  for  repairing  thie  Highway  irom  several 
Places  therein  mentioDed,  leading  towards 
Highgate, Gate-House  and  Hampst^,  in  the 
County  of  Middlesex* 

6.  *—  for  granting  the  People  called  Quakers, 
.  auch  Forms  of  Affirmation  or  Declaration,  as 

jnay  remove  the  Difficulties  which  many  of 
them  lie  under. 

7.  —  for  laying  n  Duty  of  two  Pennies  Scots 
pr  one  sixth  Part  of  a  Penny  Sterling,  upon 
every  Scots  Pint  of  Ale  or  Beer  tliat  shall  be 
brewed  fur  Sale,  vended  or  tapped  within  the 
Town  of  Elgine,  and  Privileges  thereof,  for 
paying  the  public  Debts  of  the  said  Town,  and 
for  o&r  the  Purposes  therein  mentioned. 

8.  —  to  enable  bis  Majesty  effcctaally  to 
DFobibit  Commerce  (for  the  Space  of  one 
Year)  with  any  Coantry  that  b  or  shall  be  in- 
fected  with  the  Plague ;  and  for  shortening  the 
Contiooance  of  an  Act  passed  in  tlie  7th  Year 
of  bis  Majesty's  Reign,  mtituled,  *  An  Act  for 

*  repealing  an  Aet  made  in  the  9th  Year  of  her 
'  late  Majesty  Queen  Anne/  intituled,  <  An 

*  Act  to  oblige   Ships    coming   from    Places 

*  infected,  more  effectually  to  perform  their 

*  Quarentine;    and  for   the    better    prevent- 
'  iiig  the  Plague  being  brought,  from  Foreign 

*  Parts  into  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  or  Isles 
'  of  Guerosey,  Jersey,  Aldemey,  Sark  or  Man ; 

•  *  and  to  hinder  the  Spreading  of  Infection/ 

9.  —  for  conrinuing  an  Act  passed  in  the 
10th  Year  of  the  Reign  of  her  late  Majesty,  in- 
tituled, *  An  Act  for  repairing  the  Highway 

*  between   a   certain    Place  called    Kilhum- 

*  Bridge,  in  the  County  ofMiddlesex,  andSpar- 

*  rows-Herne  i^  the  County  of  Hertford;'  and  for 
making  the  said  Act  more  effectual. 

10.  —  for  repealing  such  Clauses  in  the  Act 

Esed  in  the  7tb  Year  of  his  Majesty's  Reign 
ating  to  Quarentine  and  the  Plague)  as  ^ve 
irer  to  remove  Persons  from  ibeir  Habita- 
clons,  or  to  make  Lines  about  Phtces  infected. 

11.  •T'  for  restormg  and  rebuilding  the  Haven 
abd  Ficrs  of  Bridport,  in  the  County  of  Dorset; 
and  for  moiking  a  Sluice  there. 

IS.  —  giving  further  Encouragement  for  the 
Importation  of  Naval  Stores ;  and  for  other 
Purposes  therein  mentioned. 

13.  —  for  the  amending  the  Highways, 
leading  from  Brampton-Brit^e.  near  Church- 
Brampton  in  the  County  of  Northampton, 
through  the  Pariah  of  Thornby,  to  a  Bridge 
called  Welford-Bridge,  in  the  Parish  of  Wd- 
ft>rd  in  the  said  County ;  and  also  the  great 
Post- Road  froo^  a  Place  palled  Morter-PitUiJl, 
in  the  Parish  of  Pitfofd  i&  tb»  uiA  County, 


through  the  Towns  and  Parishes  of  BfiKworth, 
Lamport,  MaidweU,  Keluursh,  and  Ozendoa 
Magna,  to  a  Bridge  called  Chain-Bridge,  lead- 
ing into  Market  Harborough  in  the  County  of 
Leicester. 

14.  —  for  making  the  River  Eden  dtv- 
gable  to  Bank-Knd  in  the  .Couutv  of  Cumber- 
land. 

15.  —  for  Enoourageoient  of  theSilk  Manu- 
factures of  t^  Kingdom  ;  and  for  Utkiog  off 
several  Duties  on  Merchandizes  exported; 
and  for  reducing  the  Duties  upoa  Beaver-Skias^ 
Pepper,  Mace,  Cloves,  and  Kutmegs  imported ; 
and  for  tlie  Importation  of  all  Furs  of  the 
Product  of  the  British  Plantations,  intn  this 
Kingdom  only ;  andtliat the  two  Corporations 
of  Assurance,  on  any  Suits  brought  oo  their 
Policies,  shall  be  liable  only  to  single  Daaaagcs- 
and  Coats  of  Suit. 

16.  —  for  taking  off  the  Duty  upou  all  Salt 
used  in  the  Curing  and  Making  of  White  Her- 
rings, and  instead  tliereofiuyinga  proportioaa- 
ble  Duty  upon  all  White  Herriugs  consumed  at 
Home  only  ;  and  fqr  making  an  Aliowaotx  for 
Tobacco  exported  from  Scotland,  in  the  Time 
therein  mentioned;  and  for  giving  iarther 
Relief  to  the  Refiners  of  Rock-Salt. 

17.  —  for  more  equal  paying  and  better  col- 
lecting certain  small  Sums  therein  mentioned, 
for  Relief  of  Ship-wrecked  Mariners,  and  dis- 
tressed Persons  (his  M^ijesty's  Subjects)  in  the 
Kingdom  of  Portugal ;  and  for  other  pious  and 
charitable  Purposes  usually  contributed  to  by 
the  Merchants  trading  to  Portugal. 

18.  —  to  prevent  the  clandestine  RuDniog 
of  Goods,  and  the  Danger  of  Infection  thereby ; 
and  to  prevent  Ships  breaking  their  Quaren- 
tine ;  and  to  subject  Copper  Ore,  of  the  Pro- 
duction ot  the  British  Plantations,  to  such  Re- 
gulations, as  other  emunerated  Commodities  of 
the  like  Production  are  subject. 

19.  —  for  ihfc  better  Recovery  of  the  Penal- 
ties inflicted  upou  Pcrsous  who  destroy  the 
Game. 

20.  —  for  pacing  off  and  cancelling  one 
Million  of  Exchequer-Bills^  and  to  give  Ease 
to  the  South-Sea  Company,  in  respect  of  its 
present  Obligation  to  circulate  or  ccMtribute 
towards  circulating  Ezcbequer-Bilis ;  and  to 
give  further  Time  to  that  Company  for  Repay- 
ment of  one  Million,  which  was  lent  to  them ; 
and  for  issuing  a  further  Snm  of  New  Exche- 
quer-Bills towards  bis  Majesty's  Supply,  to  be 
discharged  and  cancelled,  when  the  said  Com- 
pany shall  repay  the  Million  owing  by  them ; 
and  that  the  Exchequer-Bills,  which  are  to  con- 
tinue, may  be  circulated  at  easy  and  moderate 
Rates ;  and  for  appropriating  the  Supplies 
granted  to  his  Majesty  in  this  Session  of  Par- 
kament ;  and  for  Relief  of  the  Sufferers  at 
Nevis  and  St.  Christophers,  by  an  InvasioD  of 
tbe  French  in  the  late  War,  and  for  laving  a 
further  Dutv  on  Apples  iniported ;  and  for  as- 
certaining the  Duties  on  Pictures  imported. 

21.  —  to  enable  the  South-Sea  Company  to 
dispose  of  the  Effects  in  their  Hands  by  way  of 
iMUsrjf  oc  tSahftoriftion,  or  to  sell  Part  of  tbeif 
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Fond  or  Annuity  payable  at  the  Exchequer,  in 
order  to  pa^  the  Debts  of  the  said  Coropany ; 
and  for  Relief  of  such,  who  were  intended  to 
have  the  Benefit  of  a  Ute  Act  touchine  Pay- 
ment of  Ten  per  cent,  therein  in«)tioned. 

23.  —  to  prevent  the  Mischiffe  by  foreign 
Powers  to  transfer  such  Stocky  or  to  receive 
soch  Annuities  or  Di?idends  as  are  therein 
mentioned,  or  by  fraudulently  personating  the 
troe  Owners  thereof;  and  to  rectify  ihe  Mis- 
takes of  the  late  Illana((^rs  for  taking  Subscrip- 
tions for  increasiog  the  Capital  Stock  of  the 
Soucb-Sea  Company,  and  in  the  Instruments 
founded  thereupon. 

£3.  —  for  prolonging  the  Tiroes  for  hearing 
and  determinmg  Claims  before  the  Trustees,  in 
whom  the  Estates  of  the  late  South-Sea  Direc- 
tors, and  of  John  Aislabie,  Esq.  and  likewise 
of  James  Craggs,  Esq.  deceased,  are«vested  ; 
•nd  for  other  Purposes  therein  mentioned. 

24.  —  for  the  more  effectual  suppressing  of 
Piracy. 

25.  —  for  supplying  some  Defects  in  the 
Statute  of  the  23rd  of  King  Heni7  the  8tfi, 

*  intituled,    *  An    Act  for  Obligations   to   be 

*  takrti  by  two  Chjef  Justices,  the  Mayor  of 

*  the  Staple,  and  Recorder  of  London ;'  aud 
for  setting  down  the  Time  of  signing  Judg- 
ments in  the  Principality  of  Wales,  and  Coun- 
ties Palatine. 


'  26.  —  for  better  supplying  the  City  aad  Liber- 
ties of  Westminster,  and  nutt  adjacent,  with 
Water. 

27.  —  for  the  better  prerentbg  Abuses 
committed  in  weighing  and  packing  of  Butter 
in  the  City  of  Yqrk. 

28.  —  for  supplying  the  Records  of  the 
Commissary  Court  of  Aberdeen,  burnt  oc  loK 
in  the  late  Fire  thete. 

2ft  —  for  preventing  Delavs  in  the  Execu* 
tioD  of  the  Trust  reposed  in  the  GovcrnArs  of 
the  Hospital  of  King  James,  founded  in  tlit 
Cbartei^House,  at  the  Chargea  of  Thomas 
Sutton,  Esq.  for  the  Benefit  of  the  ^id  Hos- 
pital. 

30.  —  for  repairing  the  Highways  front  th« 
Stones-End  at  Whitechapel  Church,  in  the 
County  of  Middlesex,  to  Shenfield,  and  to  the 
furthermost  Part  of  the  Parish  of  Woodford, 
leading  to  the  tfown  of  Eppiog  in  the  County 
of  Essex. 

31.  —  to  vest  the  Gyound,  Wb^tf  aad  Key, 
called  Wood-Key,  in  the  Parish  oT  All  Saints 
Barking,  in  the  City  of  London,  with  the 
Buildings  and  Warehouses  thereupon,  in  Trus- 
tees for  his  Majesty,  his  Heirs  and  Successors", 
for  ever,  subject  to  an  Agreement  made  m 
bis  Majesty's  Behalf,  with  the  WardeM  and 
Assistants  of  the  Free-9rhool  in  Sevenoake,  in 
the  County  of  Kent, 
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